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_PREFAC E.. 

a ne a a as tees 
WHOEVER has had frequent ocdasion to recur to the Proceedings ia 
Parliament, of former tithes, must have experienced those difficulties which 
it is the object of the present Work to reméve. Merely to find the several 
works wherein ig contained ati account of the Parliamentary Proceedings, 
1s, at this day, no easy ‘matter ; some of them being very scarce, and others 
excessively voluminons. - Hardly any of them, those of the last twenty years 
excepted, are to be purchased regularly at the Booksellers. The far greater 
part of them are to be come at by accident only and, of course, sometimes 
fot to be obtaitied at all.’ But, supposing then¥all to be at hand, the price 
of them is no trifling object ; and, in many: cases; must presemt a difficulty 
tot to be easily, or, at least, willingly, surmounted. Of these works, taken 
in their chronological order, the first is, *¢ Fhe Parliamentary or Constituti- 
onal History,” in Twenty-four Volumes ; the second, ‘* Sir Simonds D’ Ewes’s 
Journal of ‘Queen Elkizabeth’s Parliaments ;” the third, ‘‘ Proceedings and 
Debates of the House of Commons in 1620 and 1621, collected by a Mem- 
ber of that House, and published from his Original Manuscript 1n the Li- 
brary of Queen's College, Oxford,” in Two Volumes ; the fourth, ‘“ Chand- 
ler’s and Timberland’s Debates,” in Twenty-two Volumes ; the fifth, ‘“ De- 
bates of the Eovse ot Commons, ‘ron: vag yeer: £667 to the year 1694, col- 
lected by the Honourable Anchitell Gr rey. Esq., y wlio was thirty years Member 
for the town af Derk sy? ih Ten Volumes - 2, the sixth,’ a Alron’s Debates,” 
in twenty-four Volames 5 and, the seventh, c ‘Debrett’s Debates” (now in 
the hands of various “Bockwalfets) in ‘Sixty ‘sthreo vv olumes. These works 
are not to be purchased, if to be purchased at all, under One Hundred and 
Ten Pounds sterling. But still, with all these, the information wanted is 
very imperfect, without perpetually having recourse to the Journals of the 
two Houses, which Journals occupy upwards of a hundred volumes in folio:: 
-y 80 that the price of 2 complete set of the works, in this way, cannot, upon 
an average of beans » be reckoned at less than One Hundred | ‘and Fifty 

=<Pounds. So 'i | ek 
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These difficulties surmounted, another, and a still more formidable 
obstruction to the acquiring of information is found, not merely in the num- 
ber and the bulk of the volumes, but also in the want of a good arrange- 
ment of the, contents of most of them ; and, further, in the immense load of 
useless matter, quite unauthentic, and very little connected with the real 
Proceedings of Parliament, to be found in many of them. In the first- 
mentioned Work, we find a narrative of battles, sieges, and of domestic 
occurrences. The real Proceedings of Paxliament form but a comparatively 
small proportion of it; whole pamphlets of the day, and very long ‘ones, 
being, in many places, inserted just as they were published and sold; and, 
when we come down even to the Debates by Almon and Debrett (taking in 
Woodfall and others occasionally), we find, that, in numerous instances, 
three-fourths of the volume consists of Papers laid before Parliament, of 
mere momentary utility, repeated in subsequent and more correct state- 
ments, and now nothing but an expence, and, what is much worse, an in- 
cumbrance to the reader, and a constantly intervening obstacle to: his 
researches; to which may be added, with respect to all the Debates from 
Almon’s inclusive, downwards, that there is a total want of all that aid 
which is afforded by well contrived Running ‘Titles, Tables, and Indexes, 
and which is so necessary in every voluminous work, particularly if it relate 


to the transactions of a long scries of ycars. 


With a view of removing all these difficulties, and of putting the Public 
in possession of a History of the Proceedings in Parliament, from the 
Norman Conquest, to, the year HUH: eiythe tlie Werk engitied ,.: “f Cobbett’s 
Parliamentiiry: Debates!” “edmmientcd) ¢ as’ " edmiplete * ‘ae “that!  ieitidht has met 
with such generat apprchagie 3 api : ils ‘etimenddyed Work; the present 
publication is- Aindervikea: "The 2 Sixteey, Nolumes, of ‘thich the Work will 
consist, and the frat af wliighii fanow ‘presented’ té tlie Public, w ill be printed 
in the same form and size as those of the “« Parliamentary Debates,”’ with this 
difference only, that the character of this Work, which has been cast ex. 
pressly for the occasion, will, in the same compass, introduce one-fifth more 
of matter. When, therefore, it is recollected, that so large a part of the 
several Works above enumerated, is taken up with matter, a$ before de- 
scribed, wholly unconnected, or haying but a very remote connection, with | 
the Proceedings in Parliament, and entirely destitute of authenticity ; when 
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it is recollected also, how much room is saved by the abbreviation of words 
descriptive of titles and of constantly-occurring phrases of courtesy, the 
reader will not be surprised, that the whole of the Authentic and Useful Re- 
cords of the Proceedings of the Parliament of England, of that of Great Bri- 
tain, and of that of the United Kingdom, down to the year 1803, wil] be 
comprised in the Sixteen Volumes of this Work, which will, upon the best 
computation that can be made, contain as much print as One Hundred and 


Forty common octavo volumes. 


The present Volume, comprising the period from the Conquest to the 
Death of James the First, has been compiled principally from the Reeords, 
the Rolls of Parliament, the Parliamentary or Constitutional History, and 
from the most reputable English Historians. From the Reign of Henry the 
Eighth inclusive, we have the additional aid of the Journals of the House 
of Lords ; and from that of Edward the Sixth, that of the Journals of the 
House of Commons. Sir Simonds D’Ewes’ Journal of Queen Elizabeth’s Par-. : 
liaments, has been diligently consulted, and the Debates of the House of 
Commons in the years 1620 and 1621, published from the Manuscript in 
the Library of Queen’s College, Oxford, have been carefully incorporated, 
under their respective dates. The State of the Peerage, and Lists of the 
Members of the House of Commons have, from time to time, been given: 
and at the close of the Parliamentary History of each reign, will be found 
Lists of the Public Acts passed ; together with an account of the Taxes im- 
‘posed, of the Supplies, of the State of the Revenue, and of the Value of 
Money _ Rose to sas Pree of Provisions, 

To tha Volume 18. prefixed a copious Table of Contents, and a variety 
of usefnl Listé of the ‘Persons who have filled the several high Offices of the 
State from the Conquest dowa to the Death of James the First. It was ori- 
ginally intended to give an Index to each Volume; but, at the suggestion of 
several eminent literary persons, it has been determined to undertake A 
Genera INpEx of the whole Work, which will be constructed upon the ex- 
cellent Plan recommended by the Committee of the House of Commons in 
1166, and afterwards adopted by the persons employed to make out the 
Indexes to the Journals ; which General Index will, of course, be contained 
in the Volume with which the Work will close. 
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»  In'a Work of this nature, the utmost impartiality is - justly expected ; 
and it is with confidence presumed, that a careful perusal of the following 
pages will convince the reader, that that impartiality has been strictly and 
invariably adhered to. Nothing has been inserted without due anthority ; 
and, as the object has been, not so much to dive into matters of Antiquity, 
as to preserve what was really useful, many things have been omitted which 
would have swelled the bulk of the work, without adding ta its usefulness. 
Nothing, however, has been left out, which was not judged to be spurious 
or not agreeable to the design of such a Collection; nor any thing added, 
mercly on account of its being favourable to the reputation or the doctrines 
of any party whatever. In short, whatever appeared to have been actually 
said or done, in either House of Parliament, that had any tendency to what 
ought to be the chief object of such a publication, has, as far as authentic 
materials could be procured, been recorded with scrupulous fidelity. 


It would be improper to conclude, without returning thanks to the 
several Noblemen and Gentlemen, who have obligingly offered the use of 
their valuable collections, some of which have already been found to be of 
great advantage to the undertaking, and others will, in the course of the 
work, be applied for and gratefully received. The many judicious sugges- 
tions, which have, from various quarters, been communicated, have been, 
and in future will be, carefully attended’to ; and, it is hoped, that the exe- 
cution of the Work will prove that no pains, of any kind, have been spared 
to render it equal to that expectation, which, with respect to the manner as 
well as the matter of it, has evidently been oe by no pinconsicerabls 
part of the well-informed men in this fanaa e fs oA i : fH b 


perhaps, strictly speaking, little to do} At, Re canta, for one Roast exist 
under the idea, that the whole of the merit, ‘whatever: it‘may: be, should. be 
ascribed to himself, to the exclusion of the invaluable talents and exertions 
of the Gentleman, who is his principal assistant, and upon whem no small 
share of the execution has devolved. | 


Botley, October 1806. W*, COBBETT. 
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Motion for an Academy for Y eatli of Quality . ; . 
Farther Proceedings avainst Sir Giles Monipes sono”, i 
Order to prevent Lords trom = speaking in their own Defence at 

Committecs, xe... ; : de 3, es : 
Peport concerning Protestation upon Honour ; — ‘ 

- Report from the Committee on Grievances : : 


Proceedings relative to the Grievances—sir FE. Coke, “Mr, N vOVe, 
Sir R. Phitips, Sur kh. Coke, Mr. Wentworth, Sir T. Rowe, 
Chancellor of the Duchy, Sir D. Digges, Mr. Alford. ‘ 

The Subsidy Bill passed unanimously +. , 

c omplaint against the Lord Chancellor Bacon and the Bishop of 
Landai, tor Bribery—Lord Bacon's Letter to the Lords— 
The Bishop of Landatl’s Deience— Mr. Fecrton’s Petition 


against Lord Bacon. ; 235 P ‘ 
Report from the Committee on Grievances ; . ; ; 
Further Proceedings on the Lord Chancellor Bacon’s Case. 
The Kine’s Speech to the Lords on the Grievances, &e. ; 


Farther Proceedings on the Trial of Sir Giles Mompesson—Judg- 
ment against him—Observance of the 26th of March—The 
Kine adds to Sir G, Moimpesson’s Sentence 

Further Proceedings in the Case of Lord Bacon and Sir E. Vv ii 
liers a ‘ : . 

Articles of Charce age Gist Sir IL, Y cIverton, with his Answers. 

The King’s Spe ‘ech to the Lords ; 

Complaint against Sir John Bennet, who had been expelled by 


the Commons for Briherv, ac. . ; : ; ; . 
Lord Bacen’s Submission to the Lords ; ; ; 
Corruption charged on the Lord Chancellor Bac on, with the 

Proots thereof ‘ . : 
Proceedings in the Case ne Sir Folin Benes ; , : : 
Charve against Sir Francis Mitchell. . . . ‘ 
Petition of Sir Henry Yelverton ' s ‘ é "ae 
The Lord Chancedor Bacon’s Confession F 3 . *, 
Further Proceedings against Sir Henry Yelv erton. m : 
The Judgment acainst the Lord C hancellor Bacon. . F ; 
Vhe Sentence upon Sir Francis Mitebell . ; : ; 
Proccediags in the Commons against Lloyde for scandalizing the 

Princess Palatine ‘ ‘ ‘ , 
Suir Henry Yelverton’s C ase—Sentence against him , ; 
Proceedings against Floyde before the Lords : ; 
The hing’ s Reasons for adjourning the Parliament. : , 


Debate in the Commons touching the proposed Adjournment— 
Sir S. Sands, Mr. Ilackwill, Sir G. Muore, Sir N. Rich, Mr. 
Sccretary, Sir W. Heule, sir E. Sandys, Mr, Altord, Sir R. 
Crane, Mr. Crewe, Mr. Hackwill, Sir E, Sandys, Sir R. 
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1620 Phillips, Sir S. Sands, Sir FE. Coke, Mr. Alford, Mr. Del- 
| bride, Mr. Mallory, Serjeant Ashley, Sir E, Sandys, Sir R. 
Phillips ; 
May 30. Proceedings against the Bishop of Landaf for Brocage i in Bribery 
Charge against Sir John Bennet tor Bribery aud Corruption—Sir 
John Bennet’s Defence 
Further Debate in the Coinmons touching the proposed Adjourn- 


ment—Sir G, Moore, Sir B. Rudvard, Sir R. Grosvenor, Sir. 


R. Phillips, Sir T. W entworth, Mr. W renham, Mr. Secretary 
Calvert, Dr. Gooch, Mr. Solicitor, Sir W. Spencer, Sir W, 
Heibert, Mr. Altord, Mr. Crewe, Sir E. Giles, Sir K. Crane, 
Serjeant Ashley, Sir E. Cecil. 
30 p.m. The Debate continued—Sir N, Rich, Mr. 'N cale, Mr. Recorder 
Finch, Sir EF. Sackville, the Master of the Wards, Sir D. 
Dives : | 
Sl. The Debate continued rd, Sir E. Coke, Sir E. ‘Mon- 
tague, Mr. Uackwill, ce FE. C ake, Sir S. Sandes, Sir E. Cecil, 
Sir D. Digges, Sir F. Montague, Sir R. Phillips, Sir FE. Coke, 
Sir T. Rove, Mr. Delbridyge, Master of the W ards, Sur E. 
Cecil, Sir FE. Sandys, Master of the Wards Z E 
Difference between an Adjournment anda Prorogation 
June 1. Further Proccedings touching the Adjournment—Mr. Noye, Mr. 
Mallet ; : F 
Q. The King’s Spcech to the Tends totic ing the Adjournment : 
Qp.in. Both Houses desire an Adjournment only 
Debate in the Commons touching certain W ords used hy Sir 
Edwin Sandys—Sir W. Earle. Sir E. Sandys, Sir S. Sands, 
Mr. Altord, Sir W. Speucer, Sir G. Moore, Sir D. Digges, 
Mr. eras Sir F.. Coke : 5 ; ae 
4. The King adjourns the Parliament. : : 
. The Commons’ Declaration for the Recovery of the P alatinate— 
aol? of Sir J. Perrott, Sir E. Cecil, Sir N. Rich, Sir D. 
: Dineress $ Sir FE. Coke | 
Nov. 20. The Parliament mect avain—The Lord Keeper’ s Report of a 
Messaye from the King to both Houses—Lord Digby’s Re- 
port of the Message concerning Spain, sc.—The Lord Trea- 
surer’s Report of the Message relatuig to the Supnly 
934, Debaies in the Commons on Privileze, ‘he Sapply, the Spanish 
Taek, Ke.— Mr. Alford, Mr. See. Calvert, Sir D. Digees, 
Mr. Mallory, Lord Clifford, Sir TP. Wentworth, Sir it. ae 
Mr. See. Calvert ; 
26, The Debate continued—Sir JD, ‘Disges, Si B. Rudyard, Sir M. 
Vicetwood, Sir J. Perrott, Sir FE. Sackville, Sir R. Phillips, Sir 
_ ‘KE. Giies, Mr. Sec. Calvert, Sir G. Moore, Mr. T. Crewe 
2%. The Dehate contitieds—Mr. Weide, Mr. Treasurer, Mr. Neale, 
Vr. Pymme, Sir R. Grosvenor, Sir J. Perrott, Sir EF. Sackville, 
Sir T. Wentworth, Sir RL Weston, Mr. Solicitor, Sir E. Coke, 
Sir R Phillips, Mr. Alford, Mr. Serjeant Ashley, Sir Julins 
Cirsar, Sir W. Stroade. Sir N. Rich, Mr... Finch, Sir D. 
Dieses, Sir G. Moore, Mr. Towerson, Sir G. Palmes, Sir F. 
Scymour : : 
93. The Debate ein eae J. Perrott, ‘Sir R. Phillips, Mr. 
Pymme, Sir N. Rich, Sit T. German, Mr. Secretary, Sir R. 
Phillips, Sir FE. W arder, Sir W. Stroude, Mr. ‘T. Crewe, Sir 
F.. Coke, Sir H. Poote, Sir G. Moore, Mr. Alford, Sir T. 
Hobby, Sir J. Strancewayes, Sir N. Rich, Sir G. C haworth, 
Mor. Secretary, Sir Wf. Poole, Sir T. Wentworth, Sir E. Coke 
Dec. 1. The Debate eotinied== ci Hf. Poole, Mr. Spencer, Mr. Mallory, 
Mr. Spencer, Mr. Chancellor of the Duchy, Sir H. Wither- 
incton, Sir S. Sandes, Sir G. Moore, Mr. T. Bellasis : 
3. The Debate continucd—Sir E. Coke, Sir E. ele Sir J. Por- 
rott, Sir R. Weston, Mr. Wentworth, Sir G, Moore, Sir R. 
Phillips, Sir UH. Fane, Mr. H. Finch, Mr. Brooke, Mr. T. 
Crewe, Sir E. Coke, Mr. Nove, Mr. Solicitor, the Speaker, 
Sir T. Wentworth, Sir R. Phillips, Mr. Glanvile, Sir D. 
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Heary VIIT. : ‘ . 568 
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James I. in 1603 ; * 971 
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VU.—LIST OF THE ARCHBISHOPS OF CANTERBURY, FROM THE YEAR 1070 
10 THE DEATIT OF JAMES I. 1625. 


1070 St. Lanfrane, Abbot of Caen, an Italian. 
He removed Bishops sees from small 
towns to larve cities. 

The sec vacant four years. ] 

1093 St. Anselm, Abbot of Becco. Died in 
1109. 

The see vacant five years. ] 

1144 Rodulphus, translated trom Rochester. 

1122 William Corbois, or Corbel, Prior of St. 
Osvth, in Essex. 

1138 Theobald, Abbot of Becco. 

1162 St. Thomas Beckett, Archdeacon of Can- 
terbury, Provost of Beverley, and Lord 
Chancellor. 

1173 Richard, Prior of Dover. 

1134 Baldwin, translated truin Worcester, 

1191 Reginald Fitz Joceline, translated from 
Wells. 

1193 Hubert Walter, translated from Salis- 
bury, Lord Chancellor and Chief Jus- 
uce. 

1207 Stephen Langton, Cardinal. 

1228 Rd. Wetherhead, Chancellor of Lincoln. 

1234 St. Edmund, Treasurer and Prebendary 
of Salisbury. 

1244 Boniface of Savoy, translated from Va- 
lentia, in Provence, uncle to the Queen. 

1272 Robert Kilwarby, Provincial of Friars 
Minors, Cardinal. 

1279 John Peckman, Canon of Lyons, Provin- 
cial of Friars Minors. 

1294 Robert Winchelsey, Arehdcacon of E¢- 
sex, Chancellor of Oxford 

Vox. 1. 


1313 Walter Reynold, translated from Wor- 
cester, Lord Chancellor, and Lord 
Treasurer. 

1327 Simon Mapham, Prebendary of Chi- 
chester. 

1333 John Stratford, translated from Win- 
chester, Lord Chancellor. 

1848 John Uftord, Dean of Lincoln, Lord 
Chancellor. 

1349 Thomas Bradwardin, Chanccllor of Lon- 
don, 

Sion Islippe, Prebendary of St. Paul’s, 
Secretary to the King, and Keeper of 
the Privy Seal. 

1366 Simon Langham, translated from Ely, 
‘Cardinal and Lord Chancellor. 

1368 Willian Wittlesey, translated ‘rom Wor- 
cestcr. 

1575 Simon Sudbury, translated from London, 
Lord Chancellor. Beheaded by the 
rebels under Wat Tyler. 

1381 Wm. Courtney, translated from Lon- 
don, Chancellor of Oxford. 

1396 Thomas Fita-Alan, (son to the Earl of 
apne translated from York, Lord 
Chancellor. 

i414 Henry Chicheley, translated from St. 
David’s. 

1443 John Stafford, translated from Bath 
and Wells; Cardinal, Lord Chancellor, 
end Lord Treasurer. 

1452 John Kemp, translated from York ; Car- 
dinal, and Lord Chancellor, 
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1454 Thomas Bourchier, translated from 
Ely; Cardinal, Lord Chancellor, and 
Chancellor of Oxford. 

1486 John Morton, translated from Ely; Car- 
dinal, Lord Chancellor, and Chancellor 
of Oxford. 

1501 Henry Dene, translated from Salisbury. 

1504 William Warhan, translated from Lon- 
don ; Lord Chancellor, and Chancellor 
of Oxford. 


1532 Thomas Cranmer, Archdeacon of Taun= 
ton; burnt. . 

1555 Reginald Pole, Dean of Exeter; Car- 
dinal, and Chancellor of Oxtord. 

1559 Matthew Parker, Dean of Lincoln. 

1573 Edmund Grindal, translated from York. 

1585 John Whitegitt, translated from Wor- 

cester. 
1604 Rich. Bancroft, translated from London. 
1611 Gcorge Abbot, translated trom London. 


VIII.—LIST OF THE LORD HIGH CHANCELLORS OF ENGLAND, FROM THE 
YEAR 1067 TO THE DEATII OF JAMEST. 1625. 


1067 Maurice, afterwards Bishop of London. 
1073 Osmund, atterwards Bishop of Salisbury. 
Artastus, Bishop of Helmhani. 
1077 Baldric. 
Herman, Bishop of Sherborn. 


Willian Velson, or Wilson, Chaplain to 


the King. 

1078 William Giffard, afterwards Bishop of 
Winchester. 

1088 Herbert Losinga, Bishop of Norwich. 

Robert Bluit, or Bloet, afterwards Bishop 
of Lincoln. 

1098 Ranulph Flambard, Bishop of Durham. 

William Giffard, aforesaid. 
Roger, afterwards Bishop of Salisbury. 

1101 Waldric. 

1103 William Giffard, again. 

Herbert. 

1104 Roger, Bishop of Salisbury. 

1107 Geoifrey Rufus, afterwards Bishop of 
Durham. 

Ranulph, or Arnulph. 

1116 Richard, a Chaplain, was Keeper of the 
Seal, under Ranulph. 

Revinald, Prior of Montacute. 
Thomas. 

1128 Godetridus, Bishop of Bath and Wells. 
Rover, Bishop of Salisbury, again. 

1128 Galfredus Rufus, Bishop of Durham. 

1133 Alexander, Bishop of Lincoln. 

1136 Roger Pauper, the son of Roger Bishop 
of Salisbury. 

William Fitz-Gillebert. 
William de Veer, constituted by the Em- 
press Maud. 

1188 Alexander. 

1158 Philip. 

Robert de Gant. 
Reginald, Abbot of Walden. 

1157 Thomas Becket, afterwards Archbishop 
of Canterbury. 

John. . 

1173 Radulph de Warneville, Sacrist or Ruan, 
and Treasurer of York. 

1181 Geoffrey, natural son to King Henry IT. 
and Bishop of Lincoln. 

1182 Walter de Constantiis, Archdeacon of 
Oxf rd, afterwards Bishop of Lincoln, 
and Archbishop of Ruan. 

Walter de Bidun. 

1189 William de Longchamp, Bishop of Ely, 
the Pope’s Legate, &c. Deprived of 
his office in 1191. 


Richard Nigellus, Bishop of J.ondon. 

1191 Gcottry Plantagenet, Archbishop of York. 

Walter, Archbishop of Roan. 

Malus Catulus, or Mau-Chien, Keeper 
of the Scal. 

Eustace, Bishop of Ely. 

Huhert Walter, Archbishop of Canter- 
bury. 

1202 Richard de Marisco, Archdeacon of 

Northumberland, 

1204 Simon, or Hugh, Archdeacon of Wells. 

Hugh de Wells, Archdeacon of Wells, 
aiterwards Bishop of Lincoln. 

Walter de Gray, afterwards Bishop of 
Chester and Worcester, and Arch- 
bishop of York. 

1209 Hugh Wallis, or de Wells, Bishop of 
Lincoln. 

Richard de Marisco, aforesaid. He de- 
livered back the Seal to the King, 
Oct. 19, 1213. 

Ralph de Neville, made Keeper of the 
Seal under Peter de Roche, or de Ru- 

pibus, Bishop of Winchester. 

1223 Richard de Marisco, Bishop of Durham. 

926 Ralph de Neville, Bishop of Chichester, 
made Chancellor for Life by the Par- 
liament, Feb. 12. 

He is also made Chancellor of Ireland 
for Lite. 

The King takes the Great Seal from him, 
by his own prerogative, and delivers 
it to Geofiry, a Templar, his brother, 
and John de Lexintune; but Ralph had 
still the profits of the Chancellorship. 

Hugh de Patteshull, Canon of St. Paul's. 

Simon, a Norman, Keeper of the Seal. 
He is banisiied the Court; and 

1242 Richard Grosse, or Grasse, Abbot of 

Evesham, is made Keeper in his room ; 
but being elected Bishop of Li chheld, 
he resigns the Seal; and 
John de Lexintune, is again appointed 
Keeper. 
1244 Ralph de Novoville. 
1246 Ralph Briton, Chancellor or only Keeper. 
Silvester de Eversden, Bishop of Carlisle, 
Kecper. 


1198 
1199 


1205 


1212 


1213 


_ 


1232 


1238 


1239 


1247 William Button, Bishop of Bath and - 


Wells 
John de Lexintune, Keeper. Sept. 18. 
John Mansel, Keeper, he was at the same 
time Chancellor of St. Paul’s. 
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1948 John de Lexintune, appointed the fourth 
' time Keeper. 
1249 John Mansel, again. 

vost of Beverly. 
Ralph de Diceto. 

1250 Peter de Rievallis, and William de Kil- 
kenny, afterwards Bishop of Ely, 
Keepers. 

1254 Henry de Wenham, or Wingham, after- 
alg Bishop of Winchester and Lou- 

on. 

1258 Walterde Merton. Deprived the same 
year by the Barons. 

Nicholas, Archdeacon of Ely. 

1261 Walter de Merton, restored, with a yearly 
salary ot 400 marks. 

1263 Nicholas de Ely, Archdeacon of Ely, 
Keeper. , 

1264 John de Chishull, or Chesel, Archdeacon 
of London, and Treasurer, Keeper. 

1265 Thomas de Cantilup. He had 500 marks 
granted him, for the-maintenance of 
himself, and the Clerks of the Chan- 
cery ; afterwards Bishop of Bath and 
Wells. March 16. 

1266 Walter Giffard, Bp. of Bath and Wells. 

1267 Galfridus Giffard, Bishop of Worcester. 

1269 John de Chesel, or Chishull, Dean of 
London, \eeper. 

1874 Walter de Merton, Bishop of Rochester. 

Robert Burnel, Archdeacon of York, 
Keeper of the Great Seal, afterwards 
Bishup of Bath and Wells. In 1286 
he atteuded the King into France, and 
carried the Great Seal with him. 

1292 Walter de Langton, Keeper. 

1293 John de Langton, afterwards Bishop of 
Ely. 

1299 Fohin Salmon, Bishop of Norwich. 

Markeus, Bishop of Man. 

Jobn Drokensfurd, Keeper. 

1302 William de Greentield, Dean of Chi- 
chester, afterwards Archbp. of York. 
September 30. 

- 1305 Wilham de Hamelton, Dean of York. 
January 16. | 

1307 Ralph de Baldoc, or Baudake, Bishop of 
London. 

Joho de Langton, Bishop of Chichester 
before mentioned. 

William) de Melton, and two others, 
made Keepers of the Seal pro tempore. 

212 Walter Reginald, or Reinalds, Bishop of 
Worcester, and afterwards Archbishop 
of Canterbury. 

1315 John de Sandal, afterwards Bishop of 
Winchester. 

1817 William de Melton, Archbishop of York. 

1318 John de Hotham, Bishop of Ely. 

1320 Jobn Salmon, Bishop of Norwich. 

William Airemine, or Ayrmine, after- 
wards Bishop of Norwich, Keeper. 

1328 John Stratford, Bishop of Winchester. 

Ralph de Nevill. 

1324 Robert Baldoc, Archdeacon of Middle- 

sex, afterwards Bishop of Norwich. 


August 20. 


He was then Pro- 


1326 William Airemine, Bishop of Norwich, — 
Keeper. 

1328 John de Hotham, Bishop of Ely, Keeper. 
January 28. 

1329 Henry Cliff, and William de Harleston, 
Keepers. March 1. 

Henry de Burghersh, or Burghwash, Bi- 
shop of Lincoln. May 12. 

1331 John de Stratford, Bishop of Winchester, 
afterwards Archbishop of Canterbury. 
November 28. 

1334 William de Melton, Archbishop of York, 
Keeper. He delivered it, January 6, 
into the custudy of Henry de Ednes- 
tow, Thomas de Bawnburgh, and John 
de St. Paul. 

1835 Join de Stratford, again. His brother 
Robert de Stratford was his deputy. 
April 6. ; 

Richard de Aungervile, alias Bury, Bi- 
shop of Durham. September 28. ; 

1336 John de Stratford, again. June 6. 

1338 Rt. de Stratford, Bp. Elect of Chichester. 

1339 Richard de Bynteworth, Bishop-Elect of 
London. July 6. . 

1340 Jofin de St. Paul, Michael de Wath, 
Thomas de Baumburyh, Keepers of the 
Great Seal. December 8. 

1341 John de St. Paul, Master of the Rolls, 
Keeper. 

John de Stratford, Archbishop of Can- 
terbury, Chancellor for the fourth time. 
April 28. 

Robert de Stratford, Bp. of Chichester. 
About this time King Edward IIT. took 

a resolution not to give the custody 
of the Great Seal any more to clergy- 
men; whereupon, 

Sir Robert Burgchier, or de Bourchier, 
was made Chancellor, December. 

1342 Robert Parning. October 27. 

1344 Robert de Saddington. September 29. 

1346 John de Efford, or Ufford, Dean of Lin- 
coln. October 26. | 

1347 John de Thoresby, successively Bishop 
of St. David’s, Worcester, Archbishop 
of York, and aCardinal. July 2. 

1356 Wiliam de Edington, Bishop of Win- 
chester. February 19. 

1363 Simon de Langham, Bishop of Ely. He 
was also Abbot of Westminster, Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, and Lord Trea- 
surer. February 19. 

1368 William de Wickham, Bishop of Win- 
chester. September 17. 

1372 Sir Robert de Thorp, Kmght. March 26. 

1373 Sir John Knyvet. July. 

1375 Thomas de Arundel, Bishop of Ely. 

1377 Adam de Houghton. Jan. 13. 

Sir Richard le Scrope, Knight. October. 

1380 Simon de Sudbury, Archbishop of Can- 
terbury. Beheaded by the rebels un- 
der Wat Tyler, January. . 

1381 William de Courtney, Bishop of London. 

1382 Sir Richard le Scrope, Knt. November. 

1883 Robert de Braybrook, Bishop of London. 
September 20. 

e2 
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1383 Sir Michael de la Pole. March 13. 
1387 Thomas de Arundel, Bishop of Ely, af- 
terwards Archbishop of Yurk and Can- 
terbury. October 24. 
1389 Wilham of Wickham, Bishop of Win- 
chester. May 4. 
1392 Thomas de Arundel, again. 
1395 Edmund Statford, Bishop of Exeter. 
1400 John de Searle, or Serle. November 15. 
1401 Ediund Stafford, Bishop of Exeter. 
1404 Henry Beauford, or Beautort, Bishop of 
Lincoln, afterwards Bishop of Win- 
chester, and a Cardinal. 
1405 Thomas Langley, Bishop of Durham. 
1407 Thomas de Arundel, Archbishop of Can- 
terbury. January 30. 
1410 John Walkering, Master of the Rolls, 
Keeper. Jan. 19. 
Sir Thomas Beaufort, the King’s brother 
by Catharine Swintord. January 31. 
1412 Thomas de Arundel, Archbishop of Can- 
_terbury. 
1414 Henry de Beaufort, Bishop of Win- 
chester. 
1417 Simon Garnstide, Master of the Rolls. 
Keeper fromm Sept. 4, to Oct. 12. 
Henry Beautort, Bishop of Winchester. 
1418 Thomas Langley, Bishop of Durham. 
1424 Henry Beautort, Bishop of Winchester. 
July 16. 
1426 John Kemp, Bishop of London. March. 
1430 Marmaduke Lumley, Bishop of Carlisle. 
1432 Jobn Stafford, Bishop of Bath and Wells, 
attcrwards Archbishop of Canterbury, 
February 28. 


1438 John Frank, Keeper. April 22. 


1443 Jolm Stafford, Archbishop of Canterbury, 


and a Cardinal. 

Willtam Paten, alias Wainfleet, Bishop 

of Winchester. 
1450 John Kemp, Archbishop of York, after- 
wards Archbishop of Canterbury, and 
a Cardinal. 
1454 Richard Nevil, Earl of Salisbury. Made 
by Parliament, April 2. 
1455 Thomas Bourchier, Archbishop of Can- 
terbury. March. 
1457 William de Waflcet, Bishop of Win- 
chester. Oct. 11. 
1160 George Nevil, Bishop of Exeter, after- 
terwards Archbishop uf York. July 25. 
Sir John Fortescue. 
George Nevil, Bp. of Excter, aforesaid. 
1467 Robert Kirkham, Keeper. 
1468 Robert Sullington, Bishop of Bath and 
; ‘Wells. June 8. 
1478 Henry Bourchier, Earl of Essex. 
Laurence Booth, Bishop of Durham. 
1475 Thomas Rotherham, ‘alias Scot, Bishop 
of Lincoln, June 5, afterwards Arch- 
bishop of York. 

John Alcock, Bishop of Rochester, Keeper 
during the Chancellor’s absence be- 
yond sea. 

Laurence Booth, Bishop of Durham. 


1473 


1484 
1483 


1616 
1617 
1017 


1621 


1625 


John Morton, Bishop of Ely, Master of 
the Rolls, atterwards Archbishop of 
Canterbury, and a Cardinal. 

John Russell, Bp. of Lincoln. Nov. 26. 

‘Thomas Barrow, Master of the Rolls, 
Keeper. «\ugust 1. 

Thomas Rotherham, ahas Scot, Archbp. 
of York. 

John Alcock, Bishop of Ely. March 1. 

John Morton, Archbishop of Canterbury. 
August 8. 

Henry Deane, Bp. of Salisbury, Keeper. 
October 13. 

William Warham, Bishop-Elect of Lon- 
don, afterwards Archbishop of Can- 
terbury, Keeper. August 11. 

made Lord Chancellor, January 1. 

Thomas Wolsey, Cardinal, Archbishop of 
York, &c. Wecember 7. 

Sir Thomas More, Knight. October 25. 

Sir Thomas Audley, Kuight, Keeper. 
May 20. And on the 6th of January 
following he was made Chancellor, 
(created Lord Audley in 1538.) 

Thomas Goodrick, Bishop of Ely. 

Thomas Wriothesley, Lord Wriothesley. 
May 3. 

Sir William Paulet, Knight, Lord St. 
John of Bassing. June 29. After- 
wards Earl of Wiltshire, and Marquis 
of Winchester. 

Sir Richard Rich, Lord Rich. Nov. 30. 

Thomas Goodrick, Bp. of Ely. Jan, 19. 

Sir-Nicholas Mare, Knight, Lord Keeper. 

Stephen Gardiner, Bishop of Winchester. 
September 21, 

Nicholas Heath, Archbishop of York. 
January 1. 

Sir Nicholas Bacon, Knt. Lord Keeper. 
December 20, 

Sir Thomas Bromley, Knight. April 25. 

Sir Christopher Hatton, Knt. April 29. 

Sir John Puckering, Knt. Lord Keeper | 
May 28. 

Sir ‘Thomas Fgerton, Kt. Keeper. May 6. 

King James I. delivers a new Great Seal 
tu Sir Thomas Egerton, and soon af- 
terwards creates bin Baron of Elles- 
mere, &c. and coustitutes him Lord 
Hieh Chancellor of England. (Io 1616 
created Viscount Brackley). 

Sir F, Bacon, Kt. Lord Keeper. Mar. 7. 

made Lord Chancellor, and created 

Lord Verulant in 1619, and 1620 Vis- 
count St, Alban’s. Reinoved. 

Henry Montagu, Viscount Manevdille ; 
Tudovick Stuart, Duke of Richmond ; — 
William Herbert, Earl of Pembroke ; 
Sir Julius Cesar, Knight, Master of 
the Rolls; Keepers of the Great Seal, 
May 3. 

John Williams, D.D. Dean of West- 
minster, Lord Kecper. July 10. After- 
wards Bishop of Lincoln.) 

Sir Thomas Coventry, Knt. Nov. 1. 
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IX.—LIST OF THE ARCHBISHOPS OF YORK, FROM THE YEAR 1070 TO THE 
: DEATH OF JAMESI. 1625. . 


1070 Thomas I. Canon of Baion. 

1100 Gerard, translated from Hereford. 

1109 Thomas II. Bishop-Elect of London. 

1119 Thurstan, Prebend of St. Paul’s. 
resigned. 

1141 Henry Murdac, Abbot of Fountains. 

1153 St. William, Treasurer of York. 

1154 Roger, Archdeacon of Canterbury. 

The see vacant ten years. | 

1191 Godfrey Plantagenet, Archdeacon of 

Lincoln, Lord Chancellor. 
The sce vacant four years. 

1217 Walter Gray, translated trom Worcester, 
Lord Chancellor. 

1256 St. Sewall de Bovill, Dean of York. 

1258 Godtrey de Kinton, Dean of York. 

1265 ‘Walter Giffard, translated from Bath and 
Wells, Lord Chancellor. 

1279 William Wickwane, Chancellor of York. 

1285 John Romane, Precentor of York. 

1269 Henry de Newark, Dean of York. 

1299 Thomas Corbridge, Prebend of York. 

1305 William Greenfield, Dean of Chichester, 
Prebend of York, Lord Chancellor. 

1317 William de Milton, Provost of Beverley, 
Lord Chancellor, and Lord Treasurer. 

1342 William de la Zouch, Dean of York, 

Lord Treasurer. 

1852 John Thoresby, translated from Wor- 

cester, Cardinal, Lord Chancellor. 


He 


1873 Alexander Nevill, Archdeacon of Dur-- 


ham. Banished in 1387. 

1888 Thomas Arundel, translated from Elv; 
translated to Canterbury ; Lord Chan- 
cellor. 

1396 Rt. Waldby, translated from Chichester. 


1397 Richard Scrope, translated from Co- 
ventry and Litchfield. Beheaded for 
attempting to restore King Richard IT, 

1408 Henry Bowett, translated from Bath aud 
Wells, 

1425 John Kemp, translated from London, 
Cardinal, and Lord Chancellor; trans- 
lated to Canterbury. 

1452 William Booth, translated from Coventry 
and Litchtield. 

1464 George Nevil, translated from Exeter 


Lord Chancellor. , 
1486 Lawrence Booth, translated from Dur- 
ham. 


1480 Thos. Scott, surnamed Rothcram, trans 
lated from Lincoln, Lord Chancellor, 

1501 Thomas Savage, translated trom London. 

1508 Christopher Bainbridge, translated from 
Durham, Cardinal. 

1508 Thomas Wolsey, translated from Lins 
coln, Lord Chancellor, Cardinal. 

1531 Edward Lee, Chancellor of Salisbury, 
and Prebend of York. 

1514 Robert Holgate, translated from Landaff, 
Lord President of the North. De- 

rived, 

1555 Nicholas Heath, late Bishop of Wor- 
cester, Lord Chancellor. Deprived. 

1360 Thomas Young, translated from St. Da- 
vid’s, Lord President of the North. 

1570 Edmund Grindal. translated from Lon- 
don; translated to Canterbury. 

1567 Edwyn Sandys, translated from London. 

1588 John Piers, translated trom Salisbury. 

1606 Mat. Hutton I. translated from Durham. 

1606 Tob. Matthew, translated from Durham. 


X.—LIST OF THE LORDS HIGH TREASURERS OF FNGLAND, FROM THE 
YEAR 1066 TO THE DEATH OF JAMES I. 1625. 


Wituian I. 

Odo, Earl of Kent. 

Henny I. 
Geoffrey Clinton. 
Ranulph, Bishop of Durham. 
Roger Bishop of Salisbury. 
Nigellus, Bishop of Ely. 

Henry I, 


Richard de Ely, afterwards Bishop of 
London. 


Ricwarp I, 


Continued. 
William de Ely. 

: JouN. 
Continued. | 
—— Dean of St. Paul’s, London. 
Walter Grey, Bishop of Worcester. 
Geoffrey, Archdeacon of Norwich. 


Henry III. 
John Ruthal. 


Eustace de Fauconbridge, Bp. of London, 
and Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
John de Fontibus, Bishop of Ely, 
Walter Malclarke, or Lacklatine, Bishop 
of Carlisle. 
Hubert de Burgo. 
Peter de Oriall. 
Under him Passelew was Chaiuccllor 
of the Exchequer. 
Hugh Patteshall, 
Galtridus Templarius. 
William Haverhull, Canon of St. Paul's, 
London. 
Rd. de Barking, Abbot of Westminster. 
Philip Lovel. Deposed by the Barons 
in the year 1238. 
1258 John Crackhall, Archdeacon of Bedtord, 
1260 John, Abbot of Peterborough; made 
Treasurer by the Barons. 
1263 Nicholas de Ely, Archdeacon of Ely. 
1266 Thomas Wimundham. 
1269 Jobo Chisull, Dean of St. Paul’s, Lon- 
| don; atterwards Bishop of London. 
1971 Philip de Flv. , 


Par. Papers.— List of Lords High Treasurers. 


Epwarp I, 


Continued. 

1274 Joseph de Chancy. 

1275 William Gifford, Bishop of Bath and 
Wells, arterwards Archbishop of York. 

Robert Burnel, Bishop of Bath and Wells. 

4278 John de Clancy, Prior of St. John’s of 
Jerusalem, in England. 

4279 Thomas Becke, «Archdeacon of Dor- 

" cester. 

1280 Richard Warren, or de Ware, Abbot of 
Westminster. 

1284 Walter Wenlock, Abbot of Westminster. 

1286 Royer de Longespee, alias Molend, Bi- 
shop of Litchneld. 

John Kirkbie, Archdeacon of Coventry, 
afterwards Bishop of Ely. 

4290 William de Marchia, Bishop of Bath and 
Wells. 

4293 Peter de Leicester, Baron of the Exche- 
quer, who with the two Chamberlains 
of the Exchequer, executed the othce 
of Treasurer until the appointment of 

1295 Walter Langton, Bishop of Litchheld. 
Under whom Peter Willeby was Chan- 
cellur of the Exchequer. 


Ecwarp II. 


1307 Walter Reynolds, Bishop of Worcester, 
afterwards Archbishop of Canterbury. 
He had been schoolmaster to the King. 
Under him John de Sandall was Chan- 
cellur of the Exchequer. 

1311 Join de Sandal. 

4312 Sir Walter Norwich. 

1313 Jubn de Sacdall, Bishop of Winchester, 
(a second time). 

1315 Sir Walter de Norwich, (asecond time). 

John Drokenstord, Bishop of Bath and 
Wells. 

(Hervey de Stanton, Chancellor of the 
Exchequer). 

1317 John Hotham, Bishop of Ely. — 

1318 Williim Walwaine. 

John Stratford, Bishop of Winchester. 

1819 Walter Stapleton, Bishop of Exeter. 

1391 Sir Walter de Norwich, (third time). 

1322 Roger Northborrow, Bishop of Coventry 
and Litchtield. 

1324 Walter Stapleton, Bishop of Exeter, (for 
a sccond time). He was beheaded in 
the year 1826, by order of the Queen 
Revent Isabella. 

William Melton, Archbishop of York. 


Eowanop IIL. 


1826 John Stratford, Bishop of Winchester, 
(for a second time). 
Adam de Orlton, Bishop of Hereford. 
1327 Henry Burwash, Bishop of Lincoln. 
1329 Thomas Charleton, Bishop of Hereford. 
1330 Robert Woudhouse. | 
1331 Wilham Melton, Archbishop of York, 
(for a second time). 
1332 William Ayermyn, Bishop of Norwich. 
1333 Robert le Ailstone. 


1336 Henry Burwash, Bishop of Lincoln, (for 


a second ume). 

1837 Richard de Bury, Bishop of Durham. 

1338 Willian de la Zouch, Archbishop of York. 

1340 Sir Roger Sodington, Knight. 

Roger Northborrow, Bishop of Coventry 
and Litchfield, (for a second time). 

1341 A Bishop of Chester. 

Robert Perning, 

1342 Roger Northborrow, Bishop of Coventry 
and Litchtield, (for a third time). 

1343 William de Cusans. 

1815 William de Edington, Bishop of Win- 

chester. 

1358 John de Shepey, Bishop of Rochester. 

1361 Simon Langham, Bishop of Ely, after- 
wards Archbishop of Canterbury, and 
a Cardinal. 

1363 John Barret, Bishop of Worcester. 
Under him William Ashby, Arch- 
deacon of Northampton, Chancellor 
of the Exchequer. 

1868 Thomas de Burrington, Bishop of Exeter. 

1374 Sir Rich. Scroop, Lord Scroup of Bolton, 

1876 Sir Richard Ashton, Knt. Lord Warden 
of the Cinque Ports. 

1377 Henry Waketield, Bishop of Worcester. 


Ricuarp II. 


Continued. 

1378 Thomas Brantington, Bishop of Exeter. 

1379 Richard Fitzalan, Earl of Arundel and 
Surrey. 

1380 Thomas Brantington, Bishop of Exeter, 
(tor a second time). 

1381 Robert Hales, Prior of St. John’s of Je- 
rusalem, in England. Beheaded by 
the London rebels on Tower-hill in 
1381. 

1382 Sir Hugh Segrave, Knight. 

1385 John Frotham, Bishop of Durham. 

1386 John Gilbert, Bishop of Hereford, made 
by the Parhameut. 

1888 Thomas Brantington, Bishop of Exeter, 
(for the third time). 

1389 John Gilbert, now Bishop of St. David’s, 
(for the second time). 

1390 John Waltham, Bishop of Salisbury. 

1395 Koger Walden, Secretary to the King, 
aud Treasurer of Calais. He was 
elected Archbishop of Canterbury, but 
rejected by Pope Innocent VIL. who 
afterwards confirmed him Bishop of 
London. 

1398 Guy de Mona, Bishop of St. David's, 

Sir William Scroop, Earl of Wiltshire. 
Beheaded at Bristol in 13899, 1st of 
hing Henry IV. 


Henry IV. 


1399 Sir John Northbury, Knight. 
1403 Henry Bowet, Bishop of Bath and Wells. 
1404 William Roos, Lord Roos. 
4405 Thomas Furnival, Lord Furnival. 
1408 Nicholas Bubwith, Bishop of London. 
Sir Richard Scroop, Lord Scroup of Bol- 
ton, (for a sccond time). 
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1409 Sir John Tiptoft, Lord Tiptoft. 

1410 Henry Scroop, Lord Scroop of Masham. 
Beheaded at Southampton, the 3d of 
King Henry V. 


Henry V. 


1413 Thomas Fitzalan, Earl of Arundel and 
Surrey. 

1416 Sir Philip Lech, Knight. 

1417 Henry Fitzhugh, Lord Fitzhugh. 


Henry VI. 


1422 John Stafford, Bishop of Bath and Wells, 
afterwards Archbishop of Canterbury. 
1425 Walter Hungerford, Lord Hungerford. 
1431 John Scroop, Lord Scroop of Upsal and 
Masham. 
1434 Ralph Cromwell, Lord Cromwell. 
1444 Sir Ralph Butler, Lord Sudley. 
1447 Marmaduke Lumley, Bishop of Carlisle. 
1448 James Fynes, Lord Say and Sele. Be- 
headed ‘by the Kentish rebels under 
Jack Cade. 
1450 John Beauchamp, Lord Beaucham of 
Powyke. 
1452 John Tiptoft, Lord Tiptoft, now Earl of 
Worcester, (for a second time). 
1455 James Butler, Earl of Wiltshire and Or- 
mond. E 
(Thomas Thorpe, Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer). 
Henry Bourchier, Viscount Bourchier, af- 
terwards Earl of Essex. 
1456 John Talbot, Earl of Shrewsbury. Killed 
at the battle of Northampton, 1460. 
1458 James Butler, Earl of Wiltshire and Or- 
mond, (for a second time). Behcaded 
at Newcastle upon Tyne, 1461. 
1460 Henry Bourchier, Viscount Bourchicr, 
afterwards Earl of Essex, (for a second 
time). , 


Epwarp IV, 


1460 Thomas Bourchier. . 

1462 John Tiptoft, Earl of Worcester, (for a- 
third time), Beheaded in 1471. 

1464 Edmund Grey, Lord Grey of Ruthyn, 
created Earl of Kent. 

1465 Sir Walter Blount, afterwards Lord 
Montjoy. 

1466 Sir Richard Woodville, Earl Rivers. Be- 
headed at Northampton 1469. 

1469 John Longsthrother, Prior of St. John’s 
of Jerusalem, in England. 

William Grey, Bishop of Ely. 


1471 Henry Bourchier, Earl of Essex, (for a 


third time). 
Epwarp V. 
Continued, 


s 


Ricwarp III. 


Continued. 
1484 Sir Richard Wood, Knight. 


Henry VII. 


1485 Sir Reginald Bray. 
(Sir William Stanley, Knight, Chancellor 
of the Exchequer). 
1486 Sir John Dinham, Lord Dinham. 
1500 Thomas Howard, Earl of Surrey, after- 
wards Duke of Norfolk, 


Henry VIII. 


Continued. 

(Thomas Cromwell, (afterwards Earl of 
Essex, and beheaded) Chancellor of 
the Exchequer). 

1522 Thomas Howard, Earl of Surrey, son to 
the last Lord Treasurer. 


Epwarp VI. 


1546 Edward Seymour, Farl of Wertford, af- 
terwards Duke of Somerset. Beheaded 
in 1551. 

1551 Sir William Paulet, Marquis of Win- — 
chester. 


Mary. 
Continued. 
ELIZABETH. 


Continued. — : 
(Richard Sackville, Chancellor of the 
Exchequer). 
1566 (Sir Wilham Mildmay, Knight, ditte), 
1572 Sir William Cecil, Lord Burleigh, 
1539 (Sir John Fortescue, Chancellor of the 
Exchequer). 
1600 Thomas Sackville, Lord Buckhurst, after- 
wards Earl of Dorset. 


James I, 


Continued. 

(George Hume, Lord Hume of Berwick, 
~ Chancellor of the Exchequer). 

(Sir Fulk Greville, Kuig'it, diwo. 

1608 Sir Robert Cecil, Earl of Salisbury. 

1613 Thomas Howard, Lord Howard of Wal- 
den, afterwar.is Earl of Suitolk. 

1620 (Sir Richard Weston, Baronet, afterwards 
Earl of Portland, Chancellor of the Ex- 
cheyuer), 

Sir Henry Montagu, Kat. Lord Chief 
Justice of tne King’s Bench; created 
Baron Kimbolton, and Visconnt Man- 
deville; “(afterwards Larl of Mans 
chester). 

1621 Lionel Cranfield, Lord Cranheld, after 
wards Earl! of Middlesex. 

1622 Sir James Ley, Knight and Baronet, Lord 
Chief Justice ot the King’s Bench. 
Created upon this occasion Lord Ley, 
afterwards Earl of Marlborough, 


ParL. Papers.—List of Speakers of the House of Commons. 


XI.—LIST OF THE LORDS PRIVY SEAL, FROM THE REIGN OF nie VI. 
TO THE DEATH OF JAMES I. 1625. 


+ 


Henry VIII. 


Richard Fox, Bishop of Winchester. 
Henry Marney, Lord Marney. 
1523 Cuthbert Tunstal, Bishop of London. 
1533 Wm. Fitzwilliam, Earl of Southampton. 
Thomas Bullen, Earl of Wiltshire and 
Ormond. 

1536 Thomas Cromwell, Lord Cromwell, af- 
terwards Earl of Essex; beheaded. 
John Russell, Lord Russell, afterwards 

Earl of Bedford. 


Epwarp VI. 
Continued. 


1543 


Mary, 


Continued. 
1554 Edward, Earl of Derby. 
1556 W alligin Paget, Lord Paget. 


ELIZaBETH, 


Nicholas Bacon. 
1572 Wiliam Howard, Lord Howard of Ef- 
fingham. 
—— Windebank, Esq. 


James I. 


1608 Henry Howard, Earl of Northampton. 
1614 Edward Somerset, Earl af Worcester. 


XIL—LIST OF THE SPEAKERS OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS, FROM THE YEAR 
1377 TO THE DEATH OF JAMES I. 1625. 


Epwarp III. 
1877 Sir Thomas Hungerford, Knight. 


Ricgarp II. 


1377 Sir Peirce de la Mare, Knight. 
1378 Sir James Pickering, Knight. 
1379 Sir John Gildersburgh, Knight. 
1381 Sir Richard Walsgrave, Knight. 
1383 Sir James Pickering, Knight. 
1397 Sir John Bussey, Knight. 


Henry IV. 


1399 Sir John Cheyney, Knight, chosen, but 

excused for his sickness and infirmity. 
Sir John Dorewood, Knight, chosen in 

his place. 

1400 Sir Arnold Savage, Knight. 

1403 Sir Henry de Redford, ‘Knight. 

1404 Sir Arnold Savage, Knight. 

1405 Sir William Sturmey, Knight. 

1406 Sir John Tibctot, Knight. 

1407 Thomas Chaucer, Esq. 


Hewry V. 


1413 William Stourton, Esq. chosen, but ex- 
cused for his iliness and infirmity. 
John Dorewood, Esq. chosen in his place. 
1414 Thomas Chaucer, Esq. 
1415 Sir Walter Beauchamp, Knight. 
1416 Roger Flower, Esq. 
1421 Richard Baynard, Esq. 


Hewry VI. 


1422 Roger Flower, Esq. 

1423 John Russel, Esq. 

1425 Sir Thomas Nanton, Knight. 
1426 Sir Richard Vernon, Knight, 
+1428 John Tyrnl, Esq. 

1429 William Allington, Esq. 
1430 John Tyrml, Esq. 

1432 John Russel, Esq. 

1433 Roger Hunt, Esq. 

1435 John Bowes, Esq 


1436 Sir John Tyrril, Kat. heen but ex- 
cused on account of sickness. 
William Becrly, Esq. chosen in his place. 
1439 William Tresham, Esq. 
1445 William Burghley, Esq. 
1447 William Tresham, Esq. ° 
1419 John Day, Esq. 
1450 Sir John Popham, Knight, chosen, but 
excuscd. 
plier Tresham, Esq. elected in his 
ace. 
1452 Sir William Oldhall, Knt. 
1453 Tho. Thorpe, Esq. chosen, but discharged. 
Sir Thomas Charlton, Knight, chosen in 
his place. 
1455 Sir John Wenlock, Knight. 
1460 Thomas Tresham, Esq. 
1461 John Green, Esq. 


Epwarp IV. 


1461 Sir James Strangewaies, Knt. 
1463 John Say, Esq. 

1467 Sir Johu Say, Knight. 

1472 William Allington, Esq. 

1482 John Wood, Esq. 


Henry VIII. 
1509 Thomas Inyglefield, Esq. 
1513 Thomas Nevile, Esq. - 
1523 Sir Thomas More, Knight. 
1529 Thomas Audley, Esq. 
1537 Richard Rich, Esq. 
1540 Sir Nicholas Hare, Knt. 
1542 Thomas Moyle, Esq. 


Epwarp VI, 


1547 Sir John Baker, Knight. 
1552 James Dyer, Esq. 


Mary. 


1553 John Pollard, Esq. 
1554 Robert Brook, Esq. 


Pi 


‘ 


Puiire anv Mary. 


1554 Clement Higham, Esq 
1555 Joho Pollard, Esq. 
1558 John Cordell, Esq. 


EvizaBETn. 


1558 Sir Thomas Gargrave, Knt. 
1562 Thomas Williams, Esq. 
1566 Richard Onslow, [sq. 
1571 Christopher Wray, Esq. 
1572 Robert Bell, Esq. 


PARL. PAPERS,—Lists of Masters of the Rolls—Altorniss General, 


1581 John Popham, Esq. ) 
1485 John Puckering, sq. : 

1583 George Snagg, oq. 

1592 Edward Cooxe, eq. 

1497 Christopher Yelverton, Esq, 


4691 John Cuoke, Esq. 


James I. 


1603 Sir Edward Phellips, Knt. 
161-4 Sir Randoloh Crewe, Knee 
1620 Vhomas Richardson, Esq. 
1625 Sir Thomas Crewe, Knt. 


XIL—LIST OF THE MASTERS OF TIIF ROIS, FROM THE YEAR 1291 TO 
THE DEATH OF JAMES L. 1625. 


1291 Adam de Osgodeby, Oct. 1. 


1316 Wilham de Aremynne, August 19. 


1318 William Annyne. 


1323 Richard de ee apa May 26. 


1394 Henry de Cliff, July 4. 
1332 Michael de Wath, Jan. 20, 
1336 John de Sanco, April 28, 
1339 William de Kilderty. 
Thomas de Evesham. 
1340 John de Thoresby, Feb.21. 
1344 David de Wollcre. 
1370 William Bevestall, March 28. 
1381 John de Waltham, Sept. 8. 
1386 Jolin de Bereton, Oct. 24. 
1394 John Searle, July 22. 
1397 Thomas Stanley, Sept. 11. 
1401 Nich. Bedwith, Sept. 24. 
1404 John Wakening, March 2. 
1415 Simon Gaunstcde, June 3. 
1423 John Fraunke, Oct. 28. 
1438 John Stopinden, Nov. 13, 
1446 Thomas Kirkby, March 29. 
1461 Robert de Kirkham, Dec, 23. 
1471 John Alcock, April 29. 
William Morland, Feb. 22. 
1475 John Morton, May 2 
1478 Robert Morton, May 30, 


1163 Thomas Barrow, cole 22, 
1185 Wilham -eihot, Nov. 
41487 David Will ims, Nov. nA 
14912 John Blithe, May 5. 
1493 William Warehatwn, Feb. 13. 
1501 Wilham Baron, Feb. 1 
1504 Christopher Be ee Noy. 13 
1507 John Yonge, Jan, 22. 
1509 ‘John Yonge, June 12, 

1516 Cuthbert Tunstall, May 12. 
1522 John Clarke, Oct. °20. 
1523 Thomas Hannibal, Oct. 19. 
1527 John Taylor, June 26. 
1524 ‘Thomas Croombwell, Oct. & 
1536 Christopher Eales, June 10, 
1541 Robert Southwell, July 1. 
1549 John Beaumont, Dec. 19. 

1551 Sir Rebert Bowes, Kot. June 8, 
1553 Sir Nic. Mare, Knt. Sept. 18. 
1557 Sir Wilham Cordell, Kut. Nov. &. 
1580 Sir Gilbert Gerrard, Knt. Mav 0. 
1593 Sir Thomas Egerton, Kut. April 10. 
1603 KFdward Bruce, May 18. 

1608 Sir Edward Phillips, Kut. Dec. 2 
1610 Julius Cesar, Jan. 16. 

1614 Julius Cwsar, Oct. 1, 


XIV.—LIST OF ATTORNIES GENERAL, FROM TILE YEAR 1278 TO THE DEATII 


1278 Willham de Gisilham. 
1279 Gilbert de Thornton. 

1280 Alanus de Waldinghans. 

2291 William Inge. 

Hugo de Louther. 

1203 John de Mutford. 
1299 Nic. de Warwick. 
1300 John de Cestria. 
1504 John de Mutford. 
1508 Matthew de Scaccario. 
1312 Jo' a de Norton. 
1.413 Wallham de Langley. 
1318 Adam de Fyneham. 
1320 Galfridus de Scrope. 


1322 Galtridus de Iyngale, Nov. 6, 


152% Adam de Fyneham. 


1326 William de Merston, Feb. 26. 


1327 Alexander de Hadenham. 
Adam de Fyneham. 
Vor.. 1. 


OF JAPIES I. 1625. 


1328 Richard de Aldeburgh. 
1383 Simon de ‘Trewythosa. 
1337 Jolm de Clone, Aug. 4. 
Jotun de Lincaln, May 28. 
1326 John de Clone, July 16, 
Wilam de Mevington, 
1341 William de Thorpe. 
1312 Jolin de Lincoln. 
John de Clone. 
1348 Simon de Keyworth, Oct. 19. 
1352 Henry de Gruistoek. 
John Gaunt. 
1359 Richard de Freysley, May 4. 
LW61 William de Pleste. 
1362 Wilham de Nessctield, Nov. 4. 
1365 Thomas de Shardlow, Nov. 9, 
1366 John de Ashwell, May 12. 
Michael Skilling. 
gece Thomas de. Shardlow. 


1881 
1384 
1::36 
1599 
1401 
1407 


1412 
1413 
1420 
1422 
1429 
1451 
1461 


1471 
1483 


1485 
1486 
1509 


PARL. Papers.— List of Solicitors General. 


William Ellis. 
William de Horneby. 
Edmund Brudenel.. 


William de Lodington, Sept. 30. 


Thomas Cowley. 

Thomas Dercham, July 13, 
Roger Hunt, August 17. - 
Thomas Tickhall. 

Wiham Babineton, Jan. 16. 
Wilham Babthorpe. 

William Babthorpe, Nov. 11. 
John Vampage, Oct. 28. 
William Nottingham, June 30. 
Join Herbert, August 12, 
Henry Southnell, 

Wilham Husee, June 16. 
Muorganus Kidwelly, May 28. 
Marzanus Kidwelly, July 3. 
Wilham Tfody, Sept. 27. 
Jacob Hubbard, July 8. 
Jobn Ernly, April 28. 


1518 John Fitz-James, Jan. 26. 

1523 Radulphus Swillington, April {. 

1529 Christopher Hales, June 3. 

1536 Sir John Baker, Knt. July 10. 

1540 William Whorwood, Nov. 8, 

1545 Henry Bradshaw, June 18. 

1551 Edward Grifhth, May 21. 

1553 Edward Grithth, Sept. 30. 

1558 Gilbert Gerrard, Jan.22. 

1580 John Popham, June !. : 

1591 Sir Thomas Fgerton, Knt, June 2. 

1593 Edward Coke, April 10. 

1605 Continued, April 22. 

1606 Sir Henry Hobert, Kat. July 4. 

1613 Sir Francis Bacun, Knt. October 27, af- 
terwards Viscount St. Albans. 

1616 Sir Henry Yelverton, Kut. March 12. 

1620 Sir Thomas Coventry, January 11, after- 
wards Lord Coventry. 

1625 Robert Heath, October 31. 


XV.—LIST OF SOLICITORS GENERAL, FROM THE YEAR 1461 TO THE DEATH 
OF JAMES I. 1625. 


1461 
1469 
1483 
1484 
1485 
1506 
4513 
1521 
1525 
1531 
1533 
1535 
1540 
1545 
1eb2 


Richard Fowler, March 12. 
Richard Page, Jan. 31. 
Thomas Lynon, Aug. 26, 
Continued, October 20. 
Andrew Dimmock, Nov. 15. 
Jolin Ernicy, July 12. 

John Port. 

Richard Listor, July 8. 
Christopher Hales, Aug. 14. 
Baldwine Malet. 

Richard Rich, October. 
Willian Whorwood, April 13. 
Heury Bradshaw. 

Edward Grithn, June 8. 
John Gosnol, Muy 21. 


1553 William Cordell, Sept. 30. 
1557 Richard Wensto, Nov. 20. 
1558 William Rosewell, Feb. 1. 
1565 Richard Onslow, June 27. 
1568 Thomas Bromley, March 14. 
1579 John Popham, June 26. 
1581 Thomas Fgerton, June 28. 
1592 Edward Coke, June 16. 
1594 Thomas Fleming, Nov. 6. 
1603 Continued, April 2. - 

1607 Francis Bacon, June 25. 
16183 Henry Yelverton, Oct. 29. 
1616 Thomas Coventry, March 14, 
1620 Robert Heath, January 22. . 
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1581 John Popham, Esq. 

1585 John Puckcring, Esq. 

1588 George Snagg, Esq. 

1592 Edward Cooxe, Esq. 

1597 Christopher Yelverton, Esq. 
1601 John Cooke, Esq. 


PHILIP AND Mary. 


1554 Clement Higham, Esq. 
1555 John Pollard, Fsq. 
1558 John Cordell, Esq. 


ELIzaBETH. 


1558 Sir Thomas Gargrave, Knt. 
1562 Thomas Williains, Esq. 1603 Sir Edward Phellips, Kne. 
1566 Richard Onslow, [sq. 1614 Sir Randolrh Crewe, Knt. 
157t Christopher 4Vray, Esq. | 1620 Thomas Richardson, Esq. 
1572 Robert Bell, Esq. 1623 Sir Thomas Crewe, Knt. 


James I. 


XIII .—LIST OF THE MASTERS OF THE ROLLS, FROM THE YEAR 1291 TO 
THE DEATH OF JAMES L. 1695. 


1483 Thomas Barrow, Sept. 22. 

1485 Wilham Flliot, Nov. 13. 

1487 David’ Williams, Nov. 26. 

1491 Jobn Blithe, May 5. 
1493 William Wareham, Feb. 13. 
1501 William Baron, Feb. 1. 

1504 Christopher Benebrigge, Noy. 13, 
1507 John Yonge, Jan. 22. 

1509 John Yonge, June 12. 

1516 Cuthbert Tunstall, May 12. 

1522 John Clarke, Oct. 20. 

1523 Thomas Hannibal, Oct. 19. 

1527 John Taylor, June 26. 

1534 Thomas Croombwell, Oct. 8. 
1536 Christopher Hales, June 10. 

1541 Robert Southwell, July 1. 

1549 John Beaumont, Dec. 19. 

1551 Sir Robert Bowes, Kot. June 18, 
1553 Sir Nic. Hare, Knt. Sept. 18, 
1557 Sir William Cordell, Knt. Nov. 8. 
1580 Sir Gilbert Gerrard, Knt. May 30, 
1593 Sir Thomas Egerton, Knot. April 10. 
1603 Edward Brucc, May 18. 

1608 Sir Edward Phillips, Knt. Dee. 2. 
1610 Julius Cesar, Jan. 16, 

1614 Julius Cicsar, Oct. 1. 


1291 Adam de Osgodeby, Oct. 1. 
1316 William de Aremynne, August 19. 
1618 William Annyne. 
1323 Richard de aa hart May 26. 
1324 Henry de Cliff, Ju 
1332 Michael de Wath, tei 20. 
1336 John de Sanco, April 28, 
1389 Willram de Kilderly. 

Thomas de Evesham. 
13840 Jobn de Thoresby, Feb.21. 
1344 David de Wollere. 
1370 William Bevestall, March 28. 
1381 Joho de Waltham, Sept. 8. 
1386 John de Bereton, Oct. 24. 
1394 Joh Searle, July 22. 
1397 Thomas Stanley, Sept. 11. 
1401 Nich. Bedwith, Sept. 24. 
1404 John Wakening, March 2. 
1415 Simon Gaunstede, June 3. 
1423 Juhn Fraunke, Qct. 28. 
1438 John Stopinden, Nov. 13. 
1446 Thomas Kirkby, March 29. 
1461 Robert de Kirkham, Dec, 23. 
1471 John Alcock, April 29. 

William Morland, Feb. 22. 
1475 John Morton, May 2. 
1478 Robert Morton, May 30. 


XIV.—LIST OF ATTORNIES GEN ERAL, FROM THE YEAR 1278 TO THE DEATH 
OF JAMES I. 1625. 


William de Gisilham. 


1278 1328 Richard de Aldeburgh. 
1279 Gilbert de Thornton. 1333 Simon de ‘Trewythosa. 
1280 Alanus de Waldingham. 1337 Johu de Clone, Aug. 4. 


1291 


1293 
1299 
1300 


William Inge. 
Hugo de Louther, 
Jobn de Mutford.. 
Nic. de Warwick. 
John de Cestria. 


Adam de Fyneham. 


Vet, 1. 


John de Lincoln, Mav 28. 
1328 John de Clone, July 16. 
William de Mevington. 
1341 William de Thorpe. 
1342 John de Lincoln. 


1301 Joln de Muttord. John de Clone. 

1808 Matthew de Scaccario. 1348 Simon de Kegworth, Oct. 12, 

1312 .iohn de Norton. 1352 Henry de Graistock, 

1313 William de Langley. John Gaunt. 

1318 Adam de Fyneham. 1359 Richard de Freysley, May 4. 

1320 Galfridus de Scrope. 1361 Wilham de Pleste. 

1322 Galtridus de Fyngale, Nov. 6. 1362 William de Nessctield, Nov. 4. 
' 1324 Adam de Fyneham. 1365 Thomas de Shardlow, Nov. 9. 

1326 William de Merston, Feb. 26. 1366 John de Ashwell, May 12. 

1327 Alexander de Hadenham. Michael Skilling. 


gee Thomas de Shardlew. 


i 


$881 William Ellis. 

1384 Wiliam de Horneby. 

1386 Edmund Brudenel.. 

1599 William de Lodington, Sept. 30. ° 

1401 Thomas Cowley. 

1107 Thomas Dereham, July 13, 
Roger Hunt, August 17. 

1412 Thomas Tickhill, 

14113 Wilham Babineton, Jan. 16. 

1420 Wiliam Babchborpe. 

1422 William Babthorpe, Nov. 11. 

1429 John Vampage, Oct. 23. 

1451 Wilham Nottingham, Junc 30. 

1461 John Herbert, August 12. 
Henry Soutinell. 

1471 Wilham TIusee, June 16. 

1183 Morganus Kidweily, Mav 28. 
Marganus Kidwelly, July 3. 

4485 William Hody, Sept. 27. 

1186 Jacob Hubbard, July 8. 

1509 John Ernly, April 28. 


PaRL. Papers.— List of Solicitors General. 


1518 John Fitz-James, Jan. 26. 

1523 Radulphus Swillington, April f. 

1529 Christopher Llales, June 3. 

1586 Sir John Baker, Knt. July 10. 

1540 William Whorwood, Nov. 8. 

1545 Henry Bradshaw, June 18. 

1551 Edward Grittith, May 21. 

1553 Edward Grithth, Sept. 30. 

1558 Gilbert Gerrard, Jan. 22. 

1580 John Popham, June I. 

1591 Sir Thomas Ezerton, Kat. June %. 

1593 Edward Coke, April 10. 

1603 Continued, April 22. 

1606 Sir Henry Hobert, Knt. July 4. 

1613 Sir Francis Bacon, Knt. October 27, af 
terwards Viscount St. Albans. 

1616 Sir Henry Yelverton, Knt. March 18. 

1620 Sir Thomas Coventry, January 11, after 
wards Lord Coventry. 

1625 Robert leath, October 31. 


XV.—LIST OF SOLICITORS GENTFRAL, FROM TIIF YEAR 1461 TO THE DEATH 
OF JAMES I. 1625. 


1461 Richard Fowler, March 12, 
1469 Richard Page, Jan. 31. 
1483 Thomas Lynon, Aug. 26. 
1484 Continued, October 2v. 
1485 Andrew Dimmock, Nov. 15. 
1506 John Frnley, July 12. 

1513 John Port. 

1521 Richard Listor, July 8. 

1525 Christopher Hales, Aug. 14. 
1531 Baldwine Malet. 

1533 Richard Rich, October. 
1535 William Whorwood, April 13. 
1510 Henry Bradshaw. 

1545 Edward Grithn, June 8. 
1852 John Gosnol, May 21. 


1558 William Cordell, Sept. 30. 

1557 Richard Wensto, Nov. 20, 

1558 William Rosewell, Feb. 1. 

1565 Richard Onslow, June 27. ; 
1568 Thomas Bromlcy, March 14, 


1579 John Popham, June 26. 


1581 Thomas Feerton, June 28. 
1502 Edward Coke, June 16. 

1594 Thomas Fleming, Nov. 6. 
1608 Continued, April 2. 

1607 Francis Bacon, June 25. 
1618 Henry Yelverton, Oct. 29. 
1616 Thomas Coventry, March 14, 
1620 Robert Heath, January 22, 
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Parliamentary History. 


ON THE ORIGIN OF PARLIAMENT. 


THE ongin or first institution of parliament 
les so far hidden in the dark ages of antiquity, 
that the tracing of it out is equally diticult 
and uncertain. ‘The word parlimnent is com- 
poe of modern date, derived from the 
trench, parler, and signitving the place where 
they met and spoke, or conferred together. It 
was first applied to gencral assemblies of the 
States, under Lewis VII. in France, about the 
middle of the 12th century; but it is certain, 
that long before the introduction of the Norinan 
language into England, all matters of importance 
were debated and settled in the great councils 
of the realm; a practice which seems to have 
en universal among the northern nations, 
particularly the Gerinans, and carried by them 
into all the countries of Europe, which they 
Over-ran at the dissolution of the Roman em- 
pire. In England this general council hath 
been held immemorially, under the several 
hames of michel synoth, or ‘ great council;’ 
michel pemote, or ‘ great meeting;’ and more 
frequently, wittena gemote, or ‘ the meeting of 
wise men.’ It was also styled in Latin, com- 
mune concilium regni, magnum concilium regis, 
curia magna, conventus magnatum vel procerum 
assisa verneralis; and sometimes, communitas 
regni Anglia. We have instances of its meet- 
ing to order the affuirs of the kingdom, to 
make new laws, and to amend the old; or, as 
Fleta expresses it, nuuis injuriis emersis nova 
constituere remedia, so early as the reign of 
Ina, king of the West Saxens, Ossa, king of 
the Mercrans, and Ethelbert, king of Kent, in 
the several realms of the heptarchy. The laws 
of Ina, which were made and published about 
the year 720, are there said to be done by the 
advice and consent of all his aldermen and 
senior wisemen of his kingdom, besides a great 
number of the clergy, met together on that 
occasion. The saine is mentioned at the end 
of the laws of Athelstan, as well as those of: 
Ethelred his successor... But who these wise 
men were, whether lurds or couinons,.or both 
together, we are not able to determine. The 
chronicle of Joha Brompton mentions a great 
council, or assembly, to, have been held at 
VoL. 1. 


Salisbury, in the days of king Edgar, about 
the year 970, of all the zob/es in the kingdom; 
and another at Oxford, by king Canute the 
Dane, in the year 1080. These are ail, or 
the strongest, instances, that can be produced 
of councils, or parliaments, being called, by 
our Saxon kings, to make laws before the 
Conquest. On the other hand, sir R. Filmer, 
dr. Brady, and others, deny that the commons 
had any place or power in these assemblies 
until long after that period. They say indced 
that the Saxon kings used to convene the no- 
bles and bishops of the realm, to consult with 
them how to defend themselves in case of an 
invasion, to levy taxes, or to promulgate some 
new laws amongst the people, or to be wit- 
nesses to public charters. This last 18 evident 
from several Saxon charters, copicd and pre- 
served by historians, as well as somc originals 
still extant amongst us, wherein, besides the 
king, the nobility and bishops, to a consider- 
able number, signed with him. But then 
these authors assert, that the whole bedy of 
the commpns were in an entire vassalage to the 
nobility and clergy at that time, and long after, 
and had nothing they could call their own, no, 
not so much as their lives. That this was the 
case of the commons till some time after the 
conquest, appears pretty plain, but with the 
lords it was otherwise; for sir Henry Spelman 
tells us in his ‘ Glossary,’ that, besides what 
has heen said of their conventions in the times 
of the Saxon kings, William I. composed his 
great assembly, or magnum consilium of the 
nation, from those tenants that held of hin in 
capite; and that parliamentary barons were 
created, by this king’s writ, out of those of 
good possessions; whereby William reserved 
to himself a tenure in chief by knight's ser- 
vice. These judges were at that time the su- 
preme judicature ;. but the ongin of the house 
of peers, as to its transcendant power, does 
not seem plainly to appear till the reign of 
Henry FPL when special writs of summons 
were sent out to the nobility distinctly by 
themselves. But waving these controversics, 
it is generally agreed, that in the main, the 
constitution of parliament, as it now stands, 
was marked out so long ago as the 17th year 
B : 
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of king John, A. D. 1215, in the Great Char- 3 


ter granted by that prince; wherem he pro- 
mises to summon all‘archbishops, bishops, ab- 
bots, earls, and greater barons, personally ; 

and all other tenants in chief under the crown, 
by the sheriff and bailiffs, to mect at a certain 
place. with 40 days notice, to assess aids and 
scutages when necessary. And this constitu- 
tion has subsisted, in fact, at Icast from the 
year 1266, 49 Henry III. there being still ex- 
tant writs of that date, to summon knights, ci- 
tizens, and burgesses, to parliament. — The 
power and authority of parliament, in the 
making of- laws, and in proceeding by bill, or 
other ways, have been so largely treated on by 
others, and will be so completely developed in 
the course of our history, that it appears un- 
necessary to enlarge upon them in this place. 
With regard to the more ancient acts, ordi- 
ances, journals, &c. of the two houses of 
-parhament, much more might be said than 
would be consistent with the snbstance of this 
short introduction. The curious reader will 
find them admirably and concisely treated 
upon in abp. Nicolson’s ¢ English Historical 
‘Labrary;’ to which work we refer hin; and, 
without further introduction, shall now pro- 
ceed to give an impartial narrative of the par- 
liameutary proceedings of each respective 
rein. 

aa 
Wrirram I, 


In the vear 1072, and in the 6th of his 
reien, William I, at the instigation of the 
pope, summoned a national synod, to deter- 
mine the dispute betwixt the sees of Canter- 
bury and York, about supremacy. As this 
was cnuurely an ecclesiastical controversy, it 
does not appear that this mecting, w hich was 
Letore the king and Hubert, the pope’s legate, 
ar W indsor, consisted of more than the pre- 
lates, ‘abbots, and other ecclesiastics of the 
realm. 

ea 
Wexry J. 

Jn 1196, savs Matthew Paris, Henry I. con- 
vencd his nobies, by a special edict, on a a Very 
extraordinary occasion, — His elds brother 
Robert, whom he had dispossessed of his 
rivli of succession to the English crown, eame 
over from) Normandy to make hima triendly 
visit. Henry, being jealous that this visit 
nuvlt turn to his disadvantage, and being 
more afraid, savs our author, of man than 
God, he first cajoled his Aubied: by crafty pro- 
Iniscs, to be truc to him: and next thought 
that he could niake up the matter w ith God 
hy the building of an abbey, which he was then 
about to execute. For this reason he called 
together the great men of the realin, by his 
royal In: indate, to meet at London; where he 
first soltened and sweciened them eeparately, 
hy honied words and expressions: and then, 
heing inet together, he made a spe ech to them 
is follows; which speech as it is the first on 
record that came trom the throne, culy pre- 
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served by M. Paris, and taken notice of by 
very few historians, either ancient or modern, 
justly claims a place in our history:—* My 
Fricnds and faithtul Subjects, both Foreigners 
and Natives; You all know very well, that my 
brother Robert was both called by Gud and 
elected king of Jerusalem, which he might 
have happily governed; and how shamefully 
he retused that rule, for which he justly de- 
serves God’s anger and reproof, You know 
also, in many other instances, his pride and 
br utality. Because he is a man that delights 
in war and bloodshed, he is impatient of 
peace. I know that he thinks you a parcel 
of contemptible fellows; he calls you a set of 
drunkards and gluttous, whoin he hopes to 
trend under his fect. I, truly a king, meck, 
humble, and peace sable, will preserve and 
cherish you in your ancient libertics, which I 
have formerly sworn to perform; will hearken 
to your wise councils with patience; and will 
govern you justly, after the example of the 
best of princes. If vou desire it, IT. will 
strengthen this promise with a written char- 
ter; and all those laws which the holy king: 
Fdward, by the inspiration of God, so wise ly 
enacted, I will again swear to keep Timiolably: 
If you, my brethren, will stand by me faith- 
fullv, we shall easily Topulse the strongest ef- 
forts the cruellest enemy can make ‘against 
me und these kingdoms. If L am only sup- 
ported by the valour and power of the Eng- 
lish nation, all the weak threats of the Nor- 
mans will no longer seem formidable unto 
me.’—Paris adds, that this harangue of Henry 
to his nobles had the desired cileet, though 
he afterwards broke all his fuir promises to 
them. Robert went back much disgusted, 
whom his brother soon after followed, gained 
a victory over him, took the duke prisoner, 
put out his eves, and condemned him to per- 
petual mnprisonment. -—In 1107, Henry called 
another convention of all the estates of the 
realm to sit in his roval palace at London. 
In this assembiy, the proh ibiting the priests the 
use of their wives and concubines wus CONSi-+ 
dered; and the bishops and clergy granted to 
the’ king the correction of them for that of- 
fence: by which means he raised vast suns of 
money, compounding with the priests, for cer- 
tain annus: lps iments, to allow them the en- 
joyment of their wives and concubines.—In 
1116, another convention of the nobles and 
avons was summoned by the king to meet at 
Sahsbury. At this mecting the whole nobility 
did homage to him and to prince William, 
Henry's eldest son, in the presence of the fa- 
ther. The dispute betwint) the archbishoys 
of York and Canterbury, about primacy, wus 
also debated at this convention. 
_ fares in this hing’s Reren., 

In the reign of Wenry P. taxes were levied 
arbitrary, us they were in the two preceding 
reigns of his brother Rutus and his father. In 
his 6th vear, he sct a sim upon every parish 
church, and forced the incmnbent to pav the 
mony fo redeem bis church. In his 8th year, 
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he received for the marriage of his daughter ; all that favoured them, were angry at this re- 
Matilda, 3s. for every hide of land. And, ac- | pulse, and shut up ali the bishops, with their 


cording to historians, during his whole reign | primate, in one house, that by threats and ter- 


ae 
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he levied a constant annual tax of 12d. on | rors they might extort that, which, adds our, 
every hide of land. It does not appear that , authority, neither by price nor prayer they 
the king asked the consent of his barons or ‘ could prevail in. Some of the bishops were 
people fur raising these subsidies. | intimidated, and began to stagger; which the 

Si | prunate perceiving, found means to inake his 
escape uttt of the house; and getting over’ the 
Thames tua beat, fed to Duver, and so be- 
vond sen. For his resylutiun in this afar and 


STEPHEN. 


We meet with one convention of the estates 
in this reign, and that was in the first year of | flight, the king seized upon and spoiled all his 
it; for Stephen, anxious to have his title ‘con- ; lands and possessions. 
firmed by their authorities, summoned all the | Senco 
bishops and nobles of the realm, by his royal | texry IL 
edict, to meet at Oxford for that purpose. . : pane 
At this meeting Stephen signed, and eave a Henry IT, summoned a general assembly, ar, 
most extensive charter, wherein the rights and | us sume will have it, a parluunent, in 1150, the 
imtnunities of the church were largely and : second year of his reign, to mect at Walling- 
principally secured to the clergy. At the tuil lord; wherem the bishops and barons swore t» 
of this charter, Stephen also promises to | the succession of his sons Wm. and Lfeary, and 
punish or remove the high sherifs, or any tic king confirmed the charter of the realm.— 
other of his officers, that shall use any unjust {un 1164, he called together a much greater as- 
or illegal exactions on the pcople; and that | sembly, and which comes the nearest a par- 
he will well and truly keep all the cood old Ths of any thing we have yet inct with. 


toe 


Jaws and customs in all cases whatsuever, | This convention of the estates was held at 
The barons and other great men, besides the | Clarendon, and cunsisted, as M. Paris writes, 
bishops, who were witnesses to this charter, and of the archbishops, bishops, abbots, priors, 
consequently present at this convention, were | earls, barons, and nobles of the realm; over 
Roger the chancellor, Henry the king's nephew, | whom, by the king's command, John de Oxtord, 
Robert earl of Gloucester, William earl War- | his chaplain, was inade president, In this tLS= 
ren, Ralph earl of Chester, Roger earl of War- | sembly the king carried it with a very high hand 
wick, Robert de Vere, Miles de Gloucester, } azainst the prelates and holy church, say the 
Robert d’Oilly, Brian son to the earl Consta- | Monkish writers, aud even. toreed Thomas it 
ble, Wm. Martel, Hugh Bygot, Humphrey de | Becket, abp, of Canterbury, with the rest of 
Bohun, Simon de Bellocampo, sewer, Wm. de : then present, to swear to 16 articles, drawn 
Albany, Martel de Albany, butlers, Rob, de | Up for that purpose, These articles, at large 
Ferrers, Wm. Peverel, Simon de Silvanecti, in M. Parts and other ancient writers, called 
Win. de Albania, Hugh de S. Clare, Ibert de ; the ‘ Constitutions of Clarendon,’ have heen 
Lacy; dated at Oxford, in the year of Christ oe often copied by the moderns, that it is 
1136, and the first of his reign, “Richard, the | needless to insert them here,— Phere was also 
prior of Hexham, from whom we now quote, | 2nother assembly of the bishops and barons, 
and who has best preserved the unnals of this 

king, has given us this charter; the preamble | 

to which, as it evidently. shews the ritle that 

Stephen claimed to the crown, may be ac- 

Ss er to the reader. It is as tollows:— 

‘ T Stephen, by the grace of God, the consent 

of the clergy and people, being elected king | 


called to York, in 1171, in which Maleola, 
kiny of Scotland, and his successor Wiiliam, 
anpeared and did homaze to Henry tor that 
kingdom.—-In 1176, Henry, at Northampton, 
by and with the advice and consent of his son, 
the bishops, earls, barons, knights, and others, 
constituted and appointed justiciaries, in six 


over England, and consecrated by Win. ahp. | diicrent: parts of the realm, three in cach di- 
i Vision; who were sworn to execute Justice ime 


cf Canterbury, legate of the holy Roman EXE! 
church, confirmed by Innocent, pontiff of the | partially to every one.—Aguin, in 1186, another 
sarne see; for the respect and love I bear to | convention of the estates was called to meet at 
God, do declare haly church to be tree, and | Gayntington, and by their consent he imposed 
do confirm all duc reverence unto it, &c.? | the same tax upon his subjects in England, 
Tu 1152 he called a general council to Lon- | which he had just then executed in ormandy 
don, and proposed to them the coronation of | and the rest of his foreign dominions. This 
kis son Eustace; that, says our author, he | was imposed in order to carry on a war, joint- 
mizht deprive duke Henry, son to the empress | ly with the king of France, avainst the Turks 
Matilda, of his right af succession; and parti- | and Saracens, for the recovery of the Holy 
Cularly required the archbishop, to whose an- | Land, a 
cient rizht it belonged to consecrate kings,- to Tares in this King’s Rei Me 
ertorm that office upon his son. The prelate Taxes seem to have been raised in this king’s 
Poblly auswered, that the pope, by his tien reien as arbitrarily as betore; in the beginmag 
had torbidden him to crown or anoint his son, | of it there was a scutiwe, but there 1s no ac- 
becawuse he himself, contrary-to bis oath, had! count what it amounted to. A 2nd scutaze 
ysurped the kingdom. ‘Ihe king, his son, and | was made in the Sth yeu of hus reign, amenut- 
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ing to 180,0C0]. In his 7th year a 3d scutage 
was raised, at two marks every knight's fee. 
Tn the twelfth, 2s. in the puund for the first 
year, and 1d, a pound for four years after, of 
all rents and moveables. In the 14th of his 
reign a 4th scutage, at a mark a kuight’s fee. 
In the 18th, a 5th scutage; uncertain what it 
was, In the last year of this king’s reign, a 
10th on all moveables, for the crusade. 


oe 


Ricwaab I. 


In this king’s reign we mect with a conven- 
tioh of the estates, in 1189, the very first year 
of it. At this time the French king scnt an 
ambassador to acquaint the king of England, 
that he and the whole noblesse of France had 
‘sworn to go and attempt the rescue of the 
Holy Land from the hands of the Saracens; 
and invited Richard and his nobles to join 
with them in this holy undertaking. Upon 
this embassy, the king convened the bishops, 
earls, and barons of the realm, says M. Paris, 
to meet at Westminster, when, acquainting 
.them with the French king’s invitation, it was 
readily agreed to accept of it, by Richard and 
his peers; the king and the nobles taking the 
same oath, set out from England some time 
after, to meet the French, and prosecute this 
holy war with their joint forces.—Soon after 
his return, in 1194, the king thought fit to call 
a parliament, at Nottingham; where it is said 
by some, that queen Eleanor, his mother, was 

resent, and sat on his right hand. But Roger 

{uveden, who is very particular in his account 
of this assembly, af what was done at it, 
writes, ‘that the king sat in state, with Hubert, 
abp. of Canterbury, on his right hand, and 
Geotry, abp. of York, on his left.’ The rest 
of the bishops and peers that composed this 
meeting, and are mentioned, were Hugh bp. 
ot Durham, Hugh bp. of Lincoln, William bp. 
ot Ely, the king’s chancellor, William bp. of 
Heretord, Henry bp. of Worcester, Henry bp. 
of Exeter, and John bp. of Whitehaven; Da- 
vid earl of Huntingdon, brother to the king of 
Scots, Hamelin earl of Warren, Ralph ear! of 
Chester, Wm. earl Ferrers, Win. earl of 
Salisbury, and Roger Bigot earl marshal. On 
the first day of their session, which was March 
29th, the king deprived Gerhard de Canville 
oi the possession of the castle of Lincoln, and 
his office of sheriff of that shire; Hugh Bardolph 
of the castles of York and Scarborough, the cus- 
tody of Westmoreland, with the office of sheriff 
ot YorksHire; and exposed them to sale. ‘The 
abp. of York bought the sheriff’s office for that 
county for S000 marks, and an annual rent of 
100 marks. On the 2nd day the king demanded 
Judgment against his brother John, for having, 
ebntrary to his oath of fealty, usurped his cas- 
tles, and entertd into a confederacy with the 
, king of France against him; as also avainst 
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they refused to do, the earl should be banished, 
and the bp. undergo such penalty, both from 
clergy and laity, as his crune deserved. On 
the 3d day the parliament granted to the king 
9s. from every plough-land in England: be- 
sides he required a 3d part of the service of 
every knight’s fee for his attendance in Nor- 
mandy, and, all the wool that year of the Cis- 
tercian monks, which being judged too hard, 
he compounded with thei for a fine. The 4th 
and last day was spent in hearing and deter- 
mininz of grievances and accusations; and so 
this assembly brake up after coming to a reso~ 
lution, ‘ that to nullity the act of submission, 
which Richard had been obliged to perform to 
the emperor, he should be crowned again,’ 
which accordingly was performed on the Easter 
following, at Winchester. 
Taxes in this King’s Reign. 

In the first vear of it a scutage of 20s. was 
laid on every knight’s fee. In the 2nd, for the 
armament to carry on the holy war, 2 saddle 
horses and 2 sumpter horses were taken of 
every city; of every abbey one saddle horse and 
one sumpter horse; and of every manor of the. 
king’s the same.as the abbies. For hisransom, 
when prisoner to the emperor, of every knight’s 
fee 20s.; 1-4tn of the rents of the laity; 
1-4th of the rents of some clerks, and 1-10th 
of others; all the gold and silver the churches 
had; and all the wool of that year the Cister- 
cians had, as well as the monks of the order of 
Sempringham, who never were taxed before. 
The sum the emperor demanded for king 
Richard’s ransom was 140,000 marks of silver. 
For liberty of tournament, every earl gave 20 
marks, every baron 10 marks, every landed 
knight 4 marks, and every knight of tortune 2 
marks. In 1185 and 1196, were raised the 
sum of 1,100,000 marks; but it is not said 
how; also an aid of 5s. of every plough-land, 
Great sums were also raiscd by seisures, fines, 
and compositions, and sale of the demesne 
lands. -So much money went out of the king- 
dom on this expensive crusade, and for the 
king’s ransom, that not one genuine coin of 
this king’s stump is to be met with in the col- 
lections of the curious. 


—~ eo 
Joun. 


- In 1200, the first of his reign, John called 
together the estutes of the cca: to mect at 
Lincoln; where, aiso, say our historians, he 
had summoned Wm, king of Scotland to appear 
and'do homage to him tor that kingdom. The 
Scotch king came, and the ceremony was per- 
formed on a hill near Lincoln, in the presence 
of all the noblemen of both kingdoms, and all 
the people. “This convention is also called a 
parliament by some old writers, though for 
what reason we are not able to learn, for there 
were no laws of any ind enacted at it. But, 


Hugh de Navant, bp. of Coventry, for adhering | in 1204, we find a ineeting of the nobles called, 


to him and his other enemies. It was deter- 


mined that they should bath appear upon a day | 


much more like a parliainent than the last. 
They met at Oxford on the 2nd of Jan. but by 


fixed, to auswer according to law; which if | what writ they were summoned is not speciied, 
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Here was granted to the king 2! marks of body. At length, adds our éuthor, after they 
every knight’s fee; nor did the bishops or ab- ‘had treated on various subjects, the king, 
bots, or other of the clergy, depart without a | knowing full well that his strength was much 
omise of the same.—The storm betwixt this | inferior to that of the barons, without the Jeast 
cing and bis barons beginning to grow high, | seeming reluctance, agrecd to several articles, 
Stephen Langton, abp. of Canterbury, inter- | and confirmed them by his charter. Next fol- 
, and with much ado prevailed upon | lows the charter at Jergth, in M. Paris, as well 

ohn to call a parliament, or convention of | as the Charta de Foresta, granted at the same 
estates, which met at London, in St. Paul's | time; which forest-laws and customs, as they 
cathedral. Here the abp. produced a charter | could not be inserted in the same schedule 


of Henry ist. by which he granted to his peo- 
ple their ancient liberties, which had been 
violated by the unjust exactions of his prede- 
cessors, such as werc according to the laws of 
king Edward, and with those amendments 
which his father, by the council of his barons, 
did ratify. This charter, which is still extant 
in M. Paris, being read amongst the burons, 
they were much rejoiced at it; and swore in 
the presence of the abp. that for these liberties 
they would, if need required, spend their 
blood; and making an agreement with the 
prelute to that end, they broke up without 
any answer from the king.—We now come to 
the time when Magna Charter, or the Great 
Charter of our liberties was granted, or rather 
forced from this king by his barons. This be- 
ing the fundamental part of our English laws, 
stands in the front of all our printed statutes, 
- and is the great bulwark betwixt the power of 
the crown and the liberties of the subject. 

This charter was first granted in form by king 

John, in the 16th ycar of his reign; after a 

long series of civil wars betwixt him and his 

barons, of which our chronicles give a melan- 

choly and terrible description. ‘The king being 

at last hard put to it by the barons; deserted 

almost by every one; and having, as M. Paris 

writes, scarce 7 horsemen left to guard his 

person, thought it high time to sooth his angry 

nobles, and therefore sent Wm. Mareschal, 

eatl of Pembroke, with some others, to the 

lords, then at London, to tell them that he 
would grant the laws and liberties they desired. 
The embassador and his message were received 
with great joy by the barons, who appointed a 
time and place, according to the king’s desire, 
for the meeting.—This great assembly of the 
kine and the barons, was in a place betwixt 
Windsor and Staines, called Runny-mead. On 
the 15th of June, 1215, the king and the no- 
bles met in this meadow; on the king’s side 
appeared with him the archbishops of Canter- 
bury and Dublin, the bishops of London, Win- 
chester, Lincoln, Bath, Worcester, Coventry, 
and Rochester: Pandulph, the pope’s agent 
and master of the order of emplars in 
England: of nublemen, Wm. Mareschal, ‘earl 
of Pembroke, the earls of Salisbury, Warren 
and Arundel; Alan de Galewey, Wm. Fitz- 
erald, Peter Fitzherbert, Tho. Basset, Mat. 

Ficaherbert, Allan Basset, Hugh de Nevile, 
Hubert de Burg, Robert de Roppelay, John 
Mareschal, and Philip de Albiney. On 
the part of the barons, says M. Paris, ap- 
ared such a number, that it scemed as if all 


the nobility of England Ops collected into one 


& 


with the former, by reason of their length, says 
M. Paris, made a different instrument, and 
was witnessed accordingly. 


oe aD 
Henry III. 


In 1223, a meeting of the barons was sume 
moned to London; where the king met them, 
Jan. 18th, in the same year. At this couter- 
ence the abp. of Canterbury, and other great 
men, requested the king that he would confirm 
the liberties and free customs for which a war 
was made with his tather; urging, moreover, 
that when Lewis left England, both the king 
and all the nobility had sworn to observe, sad 
cause to be observed, those liberties, and 
therefore could not refuse to do it. Upon 
which Win. Briwere, one of the king’s council, 
replied, ¢ That the liberties they desired were 


‘violently extorted, and therefore ought not to 


be observed.’ The abp. of Canterbury in a 
at reproved him, and said, ‘ that if he 
oved the king he would not hinder the peace 
of the kingdom.’ The king, seeing the prelate 
much muved on the occasicn, aed them, 
‘that he had bound hiself by oath to pre- 
serve their liberties, and what was sworn he 
would observe.” And having called a council 
he forthwith sent his letters to all the sheriiis ia 
the kingdom, to make enquiry by the oaths of 
12 ielite or legal men, in every county, what 
were the liberties of England in the time of 
king Henry his grandfather, and to make a re~ 
turn of them to London 15 days after aster.— 
The next year, 1224, the king met the arch- 
bishops, bishops, earls, barons, and, says M, 
Paris, many others, summoned to appear at 
Northampton, to treat about the affairs of the 
kingdom: The king being willing to take the 
advice of his great men, concerning his toreigu 
dominions, which the king of France had then 
in his possession. But their negociations were 
interrupted by a rebcllion, which, at that time, 
broke out very near them. One Falcasius, or 
Fauke de Brent, had scized upon Braibrooke, 
one of the king’s itinerant justices, for setting © 
a fine upon hin for committing much spoil ad 

rapine in the country, and had imprisoned him 
in his castle at Bedford. The king and his 
great council being much scandalized at such 
a bold proceeding, ordered the castle to be he- 
sicged; which it was, and taken, and 34 of 
the garrison hanged up on the walls of it; the 
rebel himnseif found ineang to fly into Wales; 
but by the imtercession of a bishop he was in- 
troduced to the king, fell down at his tect and 
implored bis mercy; urging his former services 


i] 
for his pardon. The king, by the advice of his } 
council, having first taken froin him his castles, 
lands, and goods, committed him to the custody 
of the bishop of London till further orders. 
After this, the assembly granted to the king, 
for his great trouble and expences, 2s. of every 
plough-land; and the king, in return, granted 
the barons two marks sterling of every knivht’s 
fee, to he levied on their tenants.—In 1225, 
Henry kept his Christmas at Westininster, 
where it appears that the barons, &c. were 
summoned. Here it was, that in a very full 
asseinbly, of both clergy and laity, Hugo de 
Burgh, the king’s justiciary, in the presence of 
them all, declared, ‘ the darnages and injuries 
the king sustained in his dominions bevond 
sea} wherem, not only the king, but, also, se- 
veral earls were thrown out of their posses- 
stons. ‘That sceing many were concerned, the 
assistance ought to be proportionable; he 
there‘ore required their counsel and aid, that 
the royalties of the crown and their antient 
richts might be recovered ; for the retricving of 
which, he thought, the 15th part of all move- 
ables, both of ecclesiastics and laics, would be 
sufficient.’ This being moved by the chiet jus- 
tice, the peers, after some deliberation, re- 
turned this ‘answer to the king, ¢ that they 
would readily satisfy his desires, if he would 
grant to ther their long desired liberties.” To 
this the king consented, and charters were 
forthwith writ, sealed with the king’s seal, and 
one directed to every county in England. To 
the counties, also, where there were forests, 
tivo charters were directed; one concerning 
their common liberties, and the other the li- 
bertics of the forest. The tenor of these char- 
ters are the very same with those of king John. 
A month after Easter, a day was set to choose 
12 knights, and legal men, who upon oath 
should distinguish the new forests from the old 
ones: and whatever forests were found to be 
made after the coronation of Henry II. were 
forthwith to be disaforested. The council be- 
ing ended, charters were carried to cvery 
county; and, by the king’s command, every 
one sworn to observe them. The way and 
minner of levying this 15th was directed by 
the king; and because it is very particular to 
know how 15ths were raised in those days, dr. 
Brady has printed the record of it in the Ap- 
pendix to his ‘ Complete History.’ In this 
parliament, also, the barons yranted the king 
the wards and marriages of their heirs; which 
roved what it was then called, by those who 
Fad a view into the consequences of things, 
initium mali.~The same year, m the month 
of March, another assembly of the great men 
was called; but nothing more was done at it 
than the trial of Falcasius, the rebel above- ; 
mentioned; when the king, with the consent 
and advice of the nobles, condemned hm to | 
perpetual banishment.—-Thus far matters went 
very even betwixt this king and bis barons; 
but now, Henry, being arrived at manhood, 
wanted to knock off the shackles which were 
imposed, as he thought, on the roval preroga- 
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tive, by the granting of the Great Charter, &c. 
notwithstanding he had, at Ins coronation, 
sworn to keep them inviolubly, and had pub- 
lickly confirmed this oath at several umes 
atter. To this purpose,, m 1227, at an as 
sembly of the pecrs, called to meet together 
at Oxtord, the king told them, ¢ that since he 
Was now arrived at alawful ave, for the future 
he would be released from the government of 
others, and take the reins of it into his own 
hands.” He then by his authonty cuncelled 
Magna Charta and Charta de Voresta; giving 
this reason, ‘ that those charters of hberties 
were made and signed when he was net his 
own master, but under the government of 
others, and consequently could not be valid, 
because he was not bound to keep what he was 
forced to promise.’ This declaration, says M. 
Paris, occasioned great murmuring in the as- 
sembly; and all ascribed this act of the king’s 
to the advice of his prrme minister, Hubert de 
Burgh, at that time chicf justice of England ; 
who, adds our authority, was grown so much 
in the young king’s favour, that no advice but 
his own was the least regarded. At the same 
time, it was told the churchmen, ‘ that the 
king intended to maintain their liberties, pro- 
vided they would all take out new charters, 
esteeming the old ones as no ways valid.’ And 
as @ more mortai wound to the clergy, a fine 
was laid, not according to their abilities, but 
what the prime minister demanded, that they 
were obliged to pay. 

In 1232 the king kept his Christmas at 
Winchester, and upon the 7th of March fol- 
lowing he met the nobles, as well prelates as 
laics, at Westmunster ; to whom he declared, 
“that his late expedition abroad had mvolved 
him in very great debt, by which he was now 
wbsolutely obliged to require a general aid.’ 
To this demand, Ranulph earl of Chester, re- 
plied, in the name of the noblemen, ‘ that the 
earls, barons and knigits who held of the king, 
in capite, had personally served him, and had 
been at great expence to no purpose ; wherehy 
they were reduced to poverty, and theretore of 
right they owed no aid to the king at that time." 
Then the lav-lords, asking leave, departed. The 
prelates, &c. answered for the parts, 6 that 
many bishopsand abbots, who were summoned, 
were not yet come up; and theretore desired 
that it might be deferred, and a day appointed 
for all to mect together, and consult what ought 
to he done in that business.” The king agreed 
to this, and the meeting wus fixed to be 15 days 
after Easter. 

Some time after this, a great storm was raised 
against Hubert de Burgh, the king’s prime mi- 
nister, aud chiet justice of England: he was ac- 
sused of several high crimes and inisdemeun- 
ors, recounted at large by M. Paris: that he 
had been guilty of several treasonable practices, 
and given treacherous advice to the king, much 
to the prejudice of both him and the kinsdom : 
that he had procured Wm. earl of Salisbury, 
Wm. Muareschal earl of Pembroke, Fatcasius de 
Brent, and Richard abp. of Canterbury, to be 
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poisoned: and that he had gained the king’s |! 
affecuons by sorcery and witchcratt. He was | 
accused, also, of injustice, extortion, and rapine. 
All which extraordinary crimes were urged so 
home against the favourite, before the king, 
that he caused it to be publicly proclaimed in 
Lonaon,that whoever had. any complaint against 
Hubert should come betore him, and justice 
should be done to the offended.—On the 14th 
of Sept. the king summoned the bishops and | 
other prelates of the church, with the nobility 
of the kingdom, to meet at Lambeth; by whom | 
the 40th part ofall moveables belonging to all 
bishops, abbots, priors, clerks and laymen, was 
granted to the king, for the payment ot the 
debt which he owed to the earl of Britain. At 
this convention, also, Hubert de Burgh was re- 
quired to give in his answer to the several arti- 
cles preferred against him; as it had been sti- 
pulated bythe king. But Hubert, savs M. Pa- 
ns, tearing that the king would put hin to some 
shameful death, thought fit to abscond and shut 
himself up in a sanctuary amongst the canons 
at Merton, in Surrey; waiting for a time to give 
in his answer when the king was in a better 
humour. Henry, enraged at this, sent to the 
mayor of London to force Hubert from his sanc- 
tuary, aud bring him before hun dead or alive. 
The Londoners, glad of this opportunity to be 
revenved of Hubert, for hanging a favourite ci- 
ten of theirs, rung the alarm-bell, and instant- 
ly near 20,000 of the meaner sort were collect- 
ed toeether, to whom the mayor read the king’s 
letter, and desired them to be all ready ‘in the | 
morning to pertorm the king’s commands. But 
sume of the graver sort of citizens, dreading 
the ill consequence of raising such a mob, went 
to the Lishop of Winchester’s house in Sonth- 
wark, and desired his advice, who told them 
plainly, that whatever came of it they must ex- 
ecute the king’s precept. Struck with this 
strange episcopal advice, says Matthew, they 
retived ; and uccordingly, next morning, the 
same number of citizens, or more, appeared in 
armas, and, with colours flying, marched towards 
the sanctuary. Hubert, when he heard of this, | 
gave himself up for lost, and throwing huonselt 
ou bis knees before the high altar of thé church, 
recommended beth his soul and body to Gud. 
Bat Ranulph earl of Chester had hinted to the 
king, that if such tumultuous proceedings were 
countcaanced, a sedition might be raised, that 
would not be easily appeased, adding that it 
would be a great reproach to the king abroad, 
when it was heard that he thus treated those 
who had been his favourites. The king was 
stagvered at this, and immediately dispatched 
two messeng-rs with letters to the mayor to re- 
voke his former precept. The citizens were 
amazed at these counter orders; but, however, 
nutwithstanding they missed of their prey, they 
all went quictly back to their own homes. These 
things happened whilst the aforesaid conven- 
von of the nobles was sitting at Lambeth, in 
order to have Hubert brought before them, 
Hubert, however, escaped the fury of his enc- 
mies tur tat Ume; and having soon alter de- 
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liveted up alt his immense riches to the king, 
it so softened Henry’s heart, that if he did not 
wholly forgive him, yet he granted him all his 
lands again; and Hubert only remained a state 
prisoner in the castle of Devizes for some time. 
In the place of Hubert de Burgh, Henry soon 
got a new favourite, ten times more obnoxious 
tothe barons than the former. Thus was Peter 
bishop of Winchester, who with Peter de Ri- 
vall, his kinsman, now governed the king and 
all the public affairs ot the kingdom. ‘These 
nen, being foreigners, invited over into Eng- 
land several Poictcvins and Bretons, to the 
number of 2000 knights and servants, who were 
placed as garrisons in several castles; and to 
these the casy king committed the wardships of 
the nobility, which afterwards much degenc- 
rated by being ignobly matched to these fo- 
relvners. And when any Englishtnan coin- 
plained of their burdens and oppressions to 
the king, they were hindered from any redress 
by the powerful influence of the bishop of 
Winchester. By these means, the flame that 
burnt sw fiercely in his father’s time was again 
lighted up in the kingdom; for Henry, having 
sent out his letters, says Paris, to call the ba- 
rons together to a council, to be held on the 
feast of St. John, in the year 1233, at Oxford, 
the barons absolutely refused to obey the 
kine’s command, by reason that they feared 
the treachery of the foreigners, who then 
swermed at court, and because they had con- 
ceived a just indignation against the king, for 
preferring the Poictevins to his own natural 
subjects, This refusal they had delivered to 
the king in a very solemn manner; who, be- 
ing much exasperated at the barons for this 
affront offered to his authority, took advice of 
his lawyers how he should compel them to 
obey. ‘The king was advised to summon them 
a 2nd and a 3rd time, to try whether the 
would appear or not. But one in the council | 
being so bold as to tell him, that it would be 
to no purpose, nor would the barons ever obey 
his nandate, or he enjoy any peace, unless he 
would remove Peter bishop of Winchester, and 
Peter de Ruvall, from his cuancils; the king 
sent again to his barons, to suimmon them tg 
mect at Westminster, on the 10th of July fol- 
lowing, and there, by their advice, he promised 
to amend whatsecver was anuss, or by right 
ought to be wnended. But when the barons 
had heard that the king only soucht to en- 
snare them; that he had actually got over 
trom abroad a set of banditti, or robbers, with 
arms and horses for that purpose; they could 
see no siyns uf concord, and again refused ta 
come to him; sending special messenzers to 
the king, with this positive demand, © ‘That if 
he did not, without inore delay, dismiss Peter 
bishup of Winchester, with the rest of the Poic- 
tevins, frum his court, they would never obey 
any of his summons; but instantly drive bin 
and his evil counsellors out of the kinedoin, and 
elect a new king.’ Henry was amazed, and 
his court terrified, at the haughtices of this ex- 
traordinary message ; but yet, by the advice of 


e 
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the bishop, he sought to repel force by force, | chaplain of the king, a man very discreet, and 


seized. upon several manors belonging to the 
barons nearest him, dectaring the rest of 
them traitors, and that he would give their 
estates to his foreigners. However, the year 
after, 1234, the king was better advised, and 
the bishops and barons met him at Westmin- 
ster, in order to settle, in this general council, 
the national disturbances. The abp. of Can- 
terbury, with the rest of the prelates, went to 
the king and his council, and told him, boldly 
and openly, ‘ That if he would not consent to 
the conditions the lords had already proposed 
to him, and agree with his faithful subjects, 
that he, with the bishops, would immediately 
excommunicate him and all his evil counsel- 
lors.’ The thunder of the church had a better 
efiect on the king than the threats of the ba- 
rons; and, says our author, he humbly and 


meekly answered the prelates, ‘ That he. 


would do whatsoever they desired.? Accord- 
Aingiy, in a few days, he sent: Peter bishop of 
Winchester to his see, there to take care. of his 
flock, and never more to meddle with state af 
fairs. Peter de Rivall he stript of all his cas- 
tles and wealth, which he had unjustly ac- 
quired; affirming, with an oath, that if he did 
not instantly. go into holy orders, and take a 
benefice, he would order both his- eyes to be 
put out. Moreover, he banished all the fo- 
reigners from his court, and from all the cas- 
tles they were possessed of, into their own 
country, commanding them never to see his 
face again. And thus, says Paris, the king, 
having dismissed al] his evil counsellors, re- 
called to their obedicuce his natural subjects ; 
and hoped, by the advice of the prelates afore- 
said, to restore his harrassed kingdom to peace 
and tranquillity. 

In 1236 another select council of the bishops 
and peers was called to Merton, where the 
king's eneeny with Eleanor, 2d daughter of 
Raymond carl of Provence, was notified; and 
sone fvureign affairs transacted, of no conse- 
quence to our design. We call this a select 
meeting of the peers, because we are told that 
it was only composed of the abp. of Canter- 
burv, the bishops of his own province, and the 
majur part of the earls and barons. It was 
here, however, that the ‘ Statutes of Merton’ 
‘were made and enucted, which have ever since 
-formed a part of the statute law of England. 

In 1237, whilst the king and Lis whole court 
kept Christinas at Winchester, the royal writs 
were sent out, savs M. Paris, to every part of 
the kingdom, commanding all and singular 
archbishops, bishops, abbots, istalled pri- 
ors, earls, and barons, to appear, without de- 
lay, at London, on a day appointed, there to 
treat on the urgent affairs of the kingdom. 
Accordingly, an infinite number of the nobi- 
lity, adds our authority, from all parts of the 
nation, came to London, imagining some mat- 
ters of very great moment were in agitation. 
Tu Westtuinster-fall they met, in order to 
know the king’s pleasure; when a_ certain 
pisest, called Wilham de Kele, a domestic 


learned in the laws of the land, and one who 


“was a sort of inediator betwixt the king and 


peers, stood up and delivered the king's wilh 
and purpose in this manner: § Our lord the 
commands me to acquaint you, that he 


ane 
will entirely submit himself to your advice, 


both in the present affair and hereafter. Ne- 
vertheless, he must inform you, that the peo- 
ple he entrusted with the management of his 
treasury have given in false accounts of the 
receipts. The king, therefore, finding himself 
destitute of moncy, without which a king is a 
cipher, craves help of you to supply hm. In 
this manner, however, that what money you 
ieee to collect may be made use of for the 
‘ingdom’s service, ‘in a way that some of you, 
chosen for that purpose, may think proper.” 
Not one of this assembly expecting such a 
message, it was received with great discontent. 
The lords answered with great indignation, 
‘that he had promised and broke his word 
many and many a time with them; asserting, 
that it was derogatory to their honour to suffer 
a king so easily seduced, who never either rce- 
pulsed any, or the meanest of the nation’s ene- 
mies, or even alarmed them; who was so fur 
from enlarging the bounds of his kingdom, 
that he rather streightencd and subjected it to 
foreigners, to extort from them, by the same 
arguments, at so many different times, so 
much money, to the great detriment of his 
own subjects, and the benefit of strangers.’ 
The king, finding his nobles in this temper, 
souvlit to soften them, lest the discontent 
should prove more general, by promising upon 
his oath, ‘ never more to injure or molest 
them, provided they would kindly po him, 
for his present use, the 30th part of all move- 
ables throughout the realm. He said that he 
had sent a great deal ef moncy to the empe- 
ror, the most of it out of his own treasury, for 
the inarriage of his sister.” To this it was 
loudly answered, ‘that he did all those things 
without the advice or consent of his subjects; 
nor was it necessary that they should partake 
of the panishment who were no ways guilty of 
the crime.” The lords, atter this, withdrew 
themselves into a private place, that they might 
be more at liberty to consult together on the 
exivertcy of this affair, and the king’s demand. 
Whilst the lords were making this secession, 
Gilbert Basset, not careful enough of his 
words, adds our author, said openly to the 
king, § My lord the king, send some of your 
own friends to go along with the barons to 
their consultation”, He sat whilst he said this 
very near the king. On the other hand, Rd, 
de Percy, much moved with this saying, stood 
up: and answered him, ‘ What is it, friend 
Gilbert, that you say? Do you take us for fo- 
reigners, and not the king’s friends? Basset 
was reproved for his rash and indiscreet ad- 
vice: nevertheless, by these debates, this meet- 
ing was prolonged four days.—At length the 
king again confirmed to all his subjects their 
Magna Charta, and swore to keep it inviola- 
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ble; and because, says M. Paris, he did not 
think himself quite free from a sentence of ex- 
communication, which Langton, then abp. of 
Canterbury, with the rest of the bishops, had 
denounced: against all yiolators of that charter 
when it was made; he therefore declared, 
‘ that if he went about to break this promise, 
by any new mischievous design, he should 
ink himself under the full weight of the 
church’s sentence.’ By this declaration, adds 
he, the hearts of the whole audience were in 
& moment cre to the king’s side; and, 
having appointed the earl of Warren, Wm. 
Ferrers, and John Fitz-Geofry, to be of coun- 
cil to bim, he made them swear, * that by no 
gifts or reward they would be drawn from the 
truth; but that they should at all times give 
him such wholesome counsel as was only con- 
ducive to the good of himself and kingdom.’ 
After which, the king’s demand was granted, 
and the Soth part of all moveables was le- 
vied through the realm. The manner how 
this tax was gathered, by officers appointed 
for that purpose, may be seen at large in M. 
Paris. : . 
The 14th of Sept. in this year was‘appointed 


by the king and the pope’s legate, Ottoboni, | 


for a mecting of the peers at York, to treat 
upon some great affairs that concerned the 
kingdom. th 
to make an end of the difference depending be- 
tween Henry and him. After much consulta- 
tion and debate, it was agreed that the king of 
Scots should have 3001. lands by the vear in 
d, for which he should do homage to 
Henry, but should not build any castles upon 
it, and was to quit all pretences to any farther 
claim.—Henry, having quickly got rid of his 
last supply, was obliged to use the same 
means to gain another. In the same year, 
another assembly of the peers was called to 
meet at Westminster, where the king laid be- 
fore them his grievances, asserting by oath, 
that his money was all gone, and that he was 
scarcely worth a groat, and therefore de- 
manded the same supply as the former. After 
some disputes and mach murmuring, this de- 
mand also, being the 30th part of all move- 
ables, was granted. a 
We meet with no other convention of the 


e king of Scots met them there, , 


The king, snys Paris, well versed in Romish 
tricks and illusions, commanded them that 
they should wait to know his pleasure, on the. 
morrow, on this and other matters; but in the 
mean time adds, that he drew them one by 
one into his closet secretly, in the manner that 
penitents go to confession to their priest; and 
there, what he could not do with them altoge- 
ther, he strove to gain by fair speeches to them 
singly 3 promising, among the clergy, this man 
an abbey, another a priory, and so on, tll he 
found he could make nothing at all of them, 
for not one of them would recede from the 
common answer which they had sworn to stick 
to. Henry, growing angry at their obstinacy, 
said, ‘ what, would you have me perjured? I 
have sworn by the blessed sacrament to carry 
my arins against the king of France, in order 
to reclaim my just rights; and without you 
grant me an ample supply, I am not able to 
perform it.’ Yet neither by these, or any 
other words, could he gain upon them, not- 


withstanding the politic method he tovk ta _ 


bring them over to his interest.—He then 

thought proper to call before him those of the 
| barons that were his own officers at court, and 
spoke to them in this manner: ‘ What a per-~ 
nicious example have you set to others? You, 
_ who are earls, and barons, and mighty men at 

arins, ought you, though others are intimidated, 
"to tremble like a set of bishops and priests? 
You ought to be more eager to defend the 
, Tights of the crown, and by deeds of arms op- 
| pose yourselves against allitsenemies. I called 
this assembly to strengthen and defend my 
rights, with a sure expectancy, that they would 
suffer my affairs to go on prosperously, after 
the example of Wales, whereof late we so 
‘ happily triumphed. And with what face can 

ou leave me, your sovereign lord,‘ with the 

eavy burthen of state upon me, so poor and 
desolate; especially when you know my pro- 
mise to go abroad, and that I have sworn 
strictly to perform it.” When the purport of this 
speech was made known to the whole assembly, 
they returned the king this answer: ‘ Yonr ma- 
| jesty gives us great occasion to wonder into 

what gulph you have thrown that vast quantity 

of money which, by various and cruel extor- 

tions, you have raised, as well from churches 


estates till 1242, when by the king’s writ they ; kept vacant, as from the lands of the nobility, 
were all, as before, summoned to appear at! creating horror in the minds of the hearers. 
London, on the Wednesday before Candicmas ' Besides, you have called over certain legates, 
Day. The old animositics were here raiscd | or those that did the office of legates, into this 
again; the barons engaged one another by | kingdom, that, like gleaners after the vintagt, 
oath, not to consent to give any money at all; | have plucked from us all the money we had 
and when the king demanded it, they an- left. Itis therefore Icss to be wondered at, 
ewered him with great bitterness, ‘that such | that without the consent, or even advice, of 
were his councils, and such his insolent inan-: the nobility of England, you have involved 
ner of asking, that they would not do it; that | yourself in such dithcult and dangerous negoti- 
he had ficeced and impoverished his subjects | ations; staking your faith to those that have 
so very often, drawing his exactions into con-! none; and, despising the favour or esteem af 
sequences, as if they were the meanest slaves; | your own subjects, you have brought yonr- 
and all this money which he had exioried had | self into a very doubtful state of fortune. 
been wasted scandalously; therefore they flat- The league that was made betwixt the king of 
ly told the king to his face, that they would - France and you, and which you swore rrom your 
se be so robbed and plundered any more.’ | soul 2 keep inviolably to the end, being trans 
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yr eatly and sco nualous iy 
with some other matters, be- 
ins urzed home to the King, he fell inte a vers 
ereatrane, and swore fottedy, © thar he aveuld 
not be tial red of dus desten py any thine 
they cou) say ar do: but thar he mtended to 
Levin the warin France ina very short space 
of time, let the consequence be what it would’ 

Aud thus, save our authority, tits council wis 
dissuived, with very great hearthurnines on 
both sides. However, fost tus answer of the 
barons to the king should be forgot or miscon- 
stmed, it was thought proper to ert it nto 
writs, which, betag in the niture of i Pro- 
test, is the ral. of the kind we meet an Ir 
sain these words -— 

“Since. by the kine’s commend, the lord 
arcabichop of York, the rest of the bishops, 
abbots, and priors in’ Envland, by them. 
selves or proxies; also all the eatls, and 
inost of the barons of England, have inet at 
Westminster, on the Wednesday before the 
Puctication of the Biessed) Marv, in the vear 
of onr Jord 1242, and in the Géth of the re ied 


tw, 


of Henry TH. to hear the will and pleasure of 


the king, for which he summiwaed them. And 
the sard lurd the King, seudine unto taem the 
said abp. with the nebie lord earl Richard, 
and master Walter of York, provost of Bes er- 
lev, his soleimm messencers, to notify. to 
them the kine’s mind and busiess, and to ask 
the advice and onee of the lords, mp sns- 
tuning dns hereditary devaimtens bevond the 
sea, that regerd his kintedom oof Feand : 
thercture the scid bishens, abbots, pirars, earls, 
and barons. ¢: tae kine’s messnee intu 
their serious con iaeration, resumed the kine, 
by the same lords. this aadviee, viz. that rhe 
king should wee untd the tence betwixr bom 
ana the French give was evpored: and ait the 
ead King ot Trance shouw) chanmee to enter- 
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de> coutumed in Macna Charta should in a 
wnore candle manner be beld throws fits King- 
domi; and to that end cave them a smaller 
charter, in which ita soinclided. Add to 
this, that aur said Jord the king. of his own 
iree will, sed by the advice of his whule as- 
sembly ef barons, granted to them, that all the 
MENOY Lise fron this 30th part shunld be 
ld wp sitely wi the King’s canties, under the 
wuardianship of 4 ‘Vnelish homeimen, the carl 
Warren, and others, by whose direction and 
advice the seid money shoald be dishursed, fur 
the service of the king and kingdom, whenever 
ib was necessary. And because the barons 
never knew nor heard that the said money 
Was expend: edbyv the advise aud consent of the 
aforesnid lords, the v do verily beheve that the 
Ir as stl possessed of that money, and there - 
fore cent dina hese oceuston fer nore. 
‘bhey are disewise weli ueanaunted, dint since 
that time be bas dicet so many cechents, ats that 
of the archbishoprie’s of Canterbury, and other 
rich bishepricks of England, as well as of the 
Jands of the deceased carls, barons, and 
kitehes, whe held et hans; that even by these 
very eschents he oucht to have a larce sum of 
money by hin, if it was properly telen care of, 
Beside-, from the time of eivine that SCtia 
part, lis itiscrant pustices have not ceased to 
make Cues circuits throuch all parts Gf dine- 
laud, as well with pleas of forest, nnd with alk 
other pleas; so that every county, hundred, 
citys t ne, and almost every wihece in Eas 
lend bas boon @nevously amereed; and by 
these circuits alone great sume of money have 
been collected forthe hing’s use, From ai 
witch they Cam weal aver, that the kinedom is 
so barteened and inipoverished, that they tive 
little er nothing Jen for themarctes. And be - 
cause Chat onr lerd diac king. after the crant of 
the last cath puet, never kept to lus charter, 
therefore itanoie than usiafly trauhied theny; 
and stuce, by wnather Caarter, he cranted that 
thee oxetions ghadd nor be mutte prece- 
Clenghisd Ey ‘ove they posiuvedy made uliswer 
to there sand 


iscd 1C bine, that they west 
oty tor the present, rant him anvidd. New 
vettholeas, da tacy ac’ dedocd to lea 
ther soversiun dond. they cbould be willie to 
Au ae boy the jeest aciaiee ga their Bower, Tt he 
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were satisticd of the truth of these facts. As 
a a wluch related to particular injuries re- 

ved from the king, they would mot at that 
ce enter into pleadiugs with him about 
them. That on the grant of the last S0th, the 
Same thing was promised on the King’s part, 
as well aid faithfully, by Win. de Kele; and 
how weli the king had kept his promises, he 
biiasei! best knew.’ 

Tn the year 1244, Henry summoned another 
assembly of the great men to meet at West- 
minster; and, sitting in state amongst them, 
in fae retectory of the abbey, there, says M. 
Pits, © with his own mouth eet aL pecuniary 
aid trom them.’ ‘The kiag’s private intention 
was to reduce the king of Scots; but he open- 
ly pretended that, having by their advice 
passed mito Gascony the year before, by that 
undertusing he hi ud contracted vreat debts, 
from which he desired them to relicve lia. 
The barons answered, * that they would con- 
sult about his propossl The archbishops, 
bishops, abbots, Mad Siar, Ww ihdvew “y thei 
selves to trcat or ibus aiiaar: and cach they 
asked the carls and, barons tu consent ta whoi 
they had resulved upomy who onewered, that 
they could do nodung wirhoat the 
aunitv. Teowas thea agreed tuo by 
from uke clerzy should be ches: ons come 
muttee, the app. elcer, Bosatace, Gf Crunter- 
bey, the bishops oF Winchester, Liscola, and 
Weorcester: On the: pred ai the curk, Wee ie) 
Ric, urd, the Kicg’s bromer. curl Mygot. the 
earl of Leicester, Simon Maoutiert, iaieb tee 
earliuaruschal: onthe barons’ part, Richard de 
Moarntitehet, Jolm de Bigot, with the abbers 
of Ramsey aud Bury, What these 12 should 
do was to bs communicated to the whole, thet 
nothing might be vilered to the king which 
had not the common esscnt.— Now, because 
the charter of iioerucs, wloch the hing grant. 
ed sone me ago, and tor which Edmnnd, 
the abp. of Canterbury, on bebalf of the king, 
hac sworn to observe, was In ne wiee kept; 
and becanse the aids that had sa gue been 
civen before were not used to the advantuve 
ofthe king and kingdom; and hikewise, by 
cetault of the chancellor, Were @punt- 
od dfiid issued, contrary ta justice; therefore it 
wars desicvd, “that such a chaucedor vn suc 
ia Justice mieht be chusen, as would fix the 
sture of the kinedom on its uid Duss. ee bet 
mane, dest 2e should seem to do dos ig new 
by conipuision, wold pot gant the petition 
ot ihe nobles ; but promised, Srhat he wood 
manend whet he had heard was aniuss. Upon 
this the wsembly was wiljourte d fur 3 woeks: 
apd ity in the meen tine, the kame shoud. of 
tus own accord, choose such coniseilors that 
would manage the laweand rights of the kites 
Gon to the satiiction of the nobles, thea 
they devtzned to a4 e bimoan aid Veo SO, that 
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the pove's letter to them, m winch he required, 
admonished, and exhorted them to give the 
Kiag a liberal devation of money; their an- 
swer was, € that they were engaced, and could 
do nothing withont the conimmon cousent of the 
estates concerned with them.—The great men 
and prelates met at London, according to the 
tine of adjournment, to treat about ‘the de- 
inand ofan iid; Where the king again renewed 
to thesia, wud promised enurely ig keep, the 

charles of liber ies which he had sworn te ut 


* : 
his coronaucn; and vave the Gishop. leave, 
In there respective digceses, Uo eicunn iis te 


hiinedt and ail others that shod act contisry 
to its rest bioanvearaae. Yet, tor all tis, 
ne Cc auld Gi uv Obits tina 2 aro le at CVvers y Rae Ls fe is 
uf thisewiay dadd: or the le el in cay tae 
wards the mangas of bis eldest aunchtes ; 
halr to be pou at Baeter, and tis me halt 
ut AL. Hh Ie Palo yee ieney Seidl 
soul vat Woe ec Lrootincnt frou amother ae 
sommbly ot his burons. caued also ae this VOUT 
when the | CUA, on TYaris 5 eae Mrvent CaAviaest- 
hess, not tu say 2 sauce, de jcnanade doi ie- 
ary aid of th. widen, edds the aituheey, 
seeGilen ontieed, di te mauner, and 


4 


pie 
ae 


mit 


abt 
\. easly 


Hit] 
CULL: gee 
he Jasaed 
levied oat ete top ste Sa? thiswe Gnd, 
olately denied, with one accord, be 
Vor do dus face, 

t hed at London in 1245, 
soan revere Tacs Were migeae geancd! sich 
Porndvd Wailers, MP othe ue dora tor 
Hos L, and was killed in the puysnit, Ubope wats 
helber daw nor appeal ahewed for bas es 
ipanveurl beren, or huicht coumbeuned ta 
ide ve that ds foun were slodeta, orb ae tuibeis 
thon was ueale fv Cig king's wri: hohe 
that was andieted was cuss ach dat the seine, 
he was to hei the King’s prisen ww vane 
dav eae i tO yun throe years v: ie of tts Ortite, 
beviieg just satctent allesved out of it ty ae 
isin bins afer Which the hang was to eae 
two parts, and ne hat recened the inttcw oue 
then che convict was tu tind 12 suretis the ae ia e 
should never dy ihe ike agalu, mi park-, ware 
bens, nor furests, BES Go any Me ber thing cardnst 
the kinw’s peace; of allwiceh dis suretios wer 
loo gnswer far bt a teAN: eo dete. 


Wes 
ate ive 
borulis, « 

dni at je ytd iment 


i Hats 0F 


wise, 


ath dl 


Lils HOGy 
Alsa, donay Gie was tiken mma park, or war 
ren, without tbe kime’s writ of inqilsiitoe he 
Was tu pe ha. PLAS anced, fined, aud lu PIVe Slire= 

tics as Heine Bui, iid ‘ie seme year, 6 9 
most eeneriad paramour, faye ML Parisyordie 
whole} Kinedem metal London, according 
sumiingns, eelative to an ecclesinetical aduis of 
the utanest consequence tu the netion, 


to 


1 
OS the poge had been strongly solicited by 
the hing to remove several crievances which 
were yreatiy Cumpadned Of, nmetwhdeh he bed 
vrumused torefulm. ‘The substance of these 
erhcvances wete— 1. Vuet the Pope, not con. 
tent with «t re oN nt of Peter-Peuce, 
oe the Kingdom, by extorting fivin ihe 
Bre at confiibutions, without tie} Mis 
; aust the wacieut Customs, une K 
its ee nnd ean Mst the tie en. oof 


“bas 


ePey 


Q 
5 


ce 


aud Ths 1 
tle zz wi bars Gt hae a 


Het me 
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‘cil at Lyons.—@. The church and kingdom 


were greatly injured in that the patrons of 


churches could not present fit persons to them, 
because they were given by the Pope’s letters 
to Italians, who understood not the English 
language, and carried all the money out of the 
kingdom, to the great impoverishment of it.—3. 
The nation was oppressed by the Pope’s ex- 
action of pensions from churches, and by Ita- 
lians succeeding Italians.—4. The English were 
forced to prosecute their rights, out of the 
kingdom, against the customs and written laws 
thereof; and against the indulgences granted 
by the Pope’s predecessors’ to the king and 
kingdom of England.—5. The church and 
kingdom snfinitely suffered by reason of the 
clause of non obstante, which weakened and 
enervated all oaths, antient customs, written 
laws, grants, statutes, and privileges. And, 6. 
That in the parishes where the Italians were be- 
neficed there were no alms, no hospitality, no 
preaching, no divine service, no care of souls, 
nor any reparations done to the parsonage- 
houses.’—The king, in consideration of these 
papal vial peter had summoned this parlia- 
ment; and at the meeting conferred with the 
bishops apart, the earls and barons apart, and 
the abbots and priors apart, in order to find 
out their sentiments and the properest way to 


get these gricvances removed. The result of 


all was to try the mildest way with the holy 
father; and it was agreed that the king should 
write singly to him, the bishops by themselves, 
the carls and barons by themselves, and 
the abbots and priors by themselves. All 
which letters are preserved by M. Paris, and 
by their humble and submissive stile, evidently 
shew that the fear of the vatican thundcy, 
bulls, and interdicts, was terrible im those days. 
Notwithstanding these reasonable remon- 
strances to the sec of Rome, we do not find 
that they produced any elect, for the griev- 
ances complained of continued, through the 
course of this whole reign. 

In 1248, another assembly of the nobles was 
called, by the king’s writ, to meet at London, 
in order, says our author, to treat of the affairs 
of the kingdom, at that time sadly disturbed 
and much impoverished. The old demand, 
the want of money, was again urged, and the 
same murmurings began on the part of the 
barons against it. They snid, ‘ They admired 
the king did not blush at making such a de- 
mand of them ; because he had given them his 
charter, when the last demand was granted, to 
which the lords scarcely consented, that he 
would not again load his subjects with such 
exactions: that he was greatly to blame for 
his indiscrect calling over of foreigners, on 
whom all the good things of the kingdom were 
scandalous!y and prodigally wasted ; that even 
the daughters of the nobility were by his means 
married to iznoble strangers, without their mu- 
tual consent, which is the cement of matri- 
mony; and his own natural born subjects set 
aside and despised. He was b!amed, also, 
says M. Pars, that whatever in eatables, 
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drinkables, or even in his robes, but particu- 
larly in wines, thut he used, his custom was to 
take them by force from the lawful owners 
and venders of them; by these means 
injuring his own subjects, as well as foreign 
merchants who brought goods into this king- 
dom. That the nation was scandalized and 
impoverished, the merchants got nothing from 
the king but law-suits, or some mean trifle in 
return, whence thousands of terrible curses are 
called down on him, to the danger and dis- 
grace of the whole kingdom. 
in order to get greater gifts and premiums from 
these merchants, he had seized upon their wax, 
silks, and other merchandize, in order to make 
them pay for the return; to the dishonour of 
himself and the whole kingdom ; and not with 
out grievous offence to God. That in all 
these things he so tyranized, and studied to be 
cruel, that even the poor fishermen on the sea- 
coasts, who take herrings, or other fish, were 
not permitted to dispose of them according as 


eatly 


Moreover, that, 


they liked, nor dare the inhabitants of the 
towns on the sea-coasts purchase them, but 
the poor men thought it safer to put to sea 
with them, even in stormy weather, in order 
to dispose of them in foreign markets. ‘That 
these miserable traders were so cruelly treated 
by the king’s collectors, that punishment was 
added to loss, for after receiving injury upon 
iijury in their proper persons, their carts and 
horses were taken away from them, and driven 
into secret places. That he kept in his hands 
several rich bishopricks and abbacies, founded 
by their pious and noble progenitors, and made 
himself both guardian and governor of them, 
to their utter destruction; contrary to the so- 
lemn oath which he, principally, swore at his 
coronation. Lastly, the king was very much 
blamed, by all and singular the complainants, 
that he had neither chief justice, chancellor, 
nor treasurer in his council, as he ought to 
have, and as his most noble predecessors had 
before him; but those otticers he had were al- 
lowed to do their own will and pleasare, provided 
he gained thereby ; not promoting the public 
good, but secking, only, heir own preferment, 
being suffered to zct as much money as they 
could, provided his customs and rents were but 
‘rst paid.’—The King when he heard all this, 
was much confounded within himself, and 
ashamed, says M. Paris, because he knew i¢ 
all to be very true. He promised, therefore; 
‘ That, certainly and truly, all these faults 
should be Gennes > hoping by this humility, 
though it was feigned, to bend their hearts to 
the granting his demand more easily. But the 
barons, more exasperated at this seeming coms 
plaisance, answered again, ‘ All this will be 
made manifest in a little time; we have waited 
hitherto patiently, and as our king carnes to 
us, so wein all things will behave towards 
him. Thus, adds our author, matters were 
delayed and postponed, fom Candlemas, wher 
this convention met, to the feast of St. John 
the Baptist, to which time they were prorogued. 
In the mean while the king became more hare 


25] 


dened and more exasperated against his ba- 
rons; so that the aforesaid grievances still re- 
mained uoredressed. At the day appointed all 
the nobility met agam at London, and were 
received by the king with the following speech: 

‘ My lords and ik of England—Y ou are 
all of you willing, I find, to have my mind bent 
to your own wills, and have not treated your 
king at all civilly, in this matter. You would 
have me submit to your pleasure, and yield to 
any terms that you think fit to offer. By this 

impose a very slavish condition on me, 
and deny me that liberty and authority which 
every master exercises in his own family. For 
surely, every master of 2 family may use whose 
and what counsel he pleases; and, in his own 
house, put in or put out what officers he thinks 
fit; yet all this you presume to deny to your 
lord and king. As servants, therefore, ought 
Not to judge or impose any difficulties on their 
masters, so neither should vassals any on their 
prince. ‘The servant is not above his lord nor 
the disciple above his master; and what is 
your king more than your servant, if he is to 
obey your commands? Thercfore my resolu- 
tion is, neither to remove the chancellor, justi- 
giary, nor the treasurer, at your pleasure ; nor 
will I appoint any other. I expect a sufficient 
aid of money froin you for the defence and re- 
covery of iny rights beyond sea, in which you 
are alsa equally concerned.’—To this speech, 
the barons unanunously returned this shurt an- 
swer, ‘ That they would no longer impoverish 
themselves, to enrich foreigners; as they had 
formerly done, when they gave money for the 
rel expedition into Gascoigny and Poictou.’ 
And thus this parliament was dissolved with- 
out any satisfaction either to their sovereign 
or themselves: but the king was herchy re- 
duced to so great a necessity, that he was 
obliged to expose to sale his jewels, plate, and 
other nich utensils of his house. 

In March, 1251, a great parliament was held 
at London, in which Henry de Bath, chief 
justice of England, was called upon te answer 
to several crimes and misdemeanors alledged 
against him. The king hunself was his prose- 
cutor. He was very angry with the justice, 
that he came thither, as it were, guarded, by 
a great number ef armed men of his wife’s 
kindred and his own, as well as all his sex 
wants; he accused him more highly than the 
rest, laying to his charge, amongst other things, 
‘ That he was a disturber of the whole king 
dom, by exasperating all his barons against 
him, from which a general sedition might be 
expected.’ Therefore the king cased it to be 
proclaimed by the common cryer at London, 
and in court, that if any person hud any cause 
of action, or complaint, against Henry de Bath, 
they should come into court before the kine’s 
presence, and there they should be fully heard. 
by these means many complaints were urged 
against hin; and one of his own brother jus- 
tices openly protested, that he suticred a very 
great villain, unprisoned and convict, to escape 


mupunished, baving reccived sevcral rich gitts 
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for that purpose. Upon which, says M. Paris, 
the king, being much provoked, mounted up 
on high, and called out.with a loud voice, that 
‘if any man whatsoever will kill Henry de 
Bath he shall be acquitted of his death, and E 
pronounce him acquitted accordingly ; and then ~ 
the king withdrew hastily. There were many 

resent, adds Paris, that would have done this 
ord of Bath’s business for hnr soon, had not 
the lord John Mansel interposed, and prudently 
checked their fury. ‘ My lords a friends, 
said he, I am not against prosecuting him, but it ' 
is Bot necessary at all to be thus in anger; 
ee our lord the king by this time repents 

uis rash expression. Besides, if you lay violent 
hands on Henry, behold the bishop of London 
will excommunicate you, and his military 
friends may revenge hus ‘death.’ Thus, in a» 
great ineasure their fury was appeased; and 
earl Richard, with the atoresaid bishop, taking’ 
up the matter, things were carried with more 
moderation against him. The king being after- 
wards privately informed, that there might be 
some gain in the case, and a certain sum of 
money being prumised, the prisoner was re- 
leased both trom death and bondage; and ir 

a short time after, on the payment of 2000 

marks, was reconciled to the king, and en- 

tercd again into his othice, as if nvihing had 

happened. 

In another great convention of the estates 
which met at Westminster, in 1252, and con- 
tiaued, by adjournment, till after Easter, in the: 
year following ; the exactions of the pope on the 
clergy of England was the great subject of 
complaint; in regard that besides his other ~ 
claims, he had now demanded a tenth of all 
the goods of the clergy for his own use. The 
history we quote from does not mention what 
was done to alleviate this complaint ; and only 
adds, that at the next meeting, by adjourn+ 
ment, a curse was denounced, in the most se+ 
lemn manner, by the abp. of Canterbury, and 
13 other bishups, in Pontificalibus, againstaV 
etre who sought to infringe the liberties of 

aly church, and those of the great charters, 
Thts ceremony was performed before the ki 

in the great hall at Westminster ; the form a 
the Anathema itself is preserved in the annale 
ot Burton, under this year. 

The next year Henry went with an 
into Gascoigny, and there recovered what had 
been taken from him in that coun During 
his absence, in 1254, another parliament waa 
held in London, to which came, as special 
messengers from the king, the earl mareschal 
Roger Bygot, and Gilbert de Segrave: theré 
were present at this meeting the queen, Rd. cart 
of Cornwall, the earl of Winchester, and all 
the bishops of England, except the two abpa 
and the bps. of Durham and Bath, who were 
with the king in Gascoigny. The assembly 
being all met, the king's prolocutor and meg- 
senger rose up and aid = : 

« My lords and friends,—In whose breasts 
the king our master placcs his confidence, not 
hath he any other refuge to Gy to but to hit 
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faithful subjects. You all know very well low 
he has exposed dumself, with courage and con- 
staney, to the dangers of the sea, aud to the 
uncertam fate of wir, for tie eoad of bus hing- 
dom. Ife sound abroad the enemy very tor- 
miduble and strong against bin 
ther he has already subdued, and the rest he 
hopes to conquer, ‘Vie king or Costie, whom 
he exnected to have found bis vers good 
frend, as well as kinsinan, was bis brterest 
cneiny, and proved very untasthng to him: te 
won the Gasvoiens were greatly inetmed, and 
would rather have a Spurned ior ther Rice: 
than their own natural derds thereiore, the 
king beng in aerest sivat. demands tram vou 
wo pewertai aud sufficrent aid ta assist hinm?-- 
Fart Richard first naswered, und testitied hi- 
steadiness, suvs Paris, in tuts memorable say- 
Ine, € PE that am mere powernd and more 
obi ced than the rest ofyou, wall as. ist imy lerd 
and bretier as much as Lean, and therctore 1 
will keep, at my own expences, GOO suidters, 
by the vear, to beht fer han! Phe curl on 
Gioucester promised, also, unaid to the king, 
according to his power; adding, © that he 
weuld in no wise help the kia to comyuer 
conatries, but would assist hin accimst the kine 
at Custle af he asssittted nius? 9 Ga this meuie 
ner, also, earl Richard conched bus prenise, 
saying, Car things really pe as they are es 


ported’ At these words the whole asscinb! 
took fire. and discoverma the snare that was 


daid fer them, tminediately broke up without 
dome any thing: and earl Richard sent an 
account of it to hits brother. 

In the same vear, anether assembly af the 
novles was called to ameet at London. to whom 
the Kix, under his reyal signet, sent ano itc- 
count oflus extreme want of ineneys imorder, 
ashe sid, to enutble him to withstaid the 


force W VErY greal Enciay COMME ictus 
him. ‘To tins he was answered by all and 
singular, says Paris, © that they had) waited 


now fill theee weeks in London, am Expect 
tion of secnmceari Rielurd, and toe rest of the 
nobles who were gone over ta the king into 
Gascony pand that they were sooften arever 
WITH these exactions, that they couut net live 
under than. “That they would not refise te 
fo fo tac hime’s assistance inp person, i they 
were better assured that the kim of Castle 
Wao coming agaist himas anenemy. Vhough 
they could ut wonder, that when Siinen cart 
cf Leicester went inte Guse obniy and safducd 
aogreut pity of rebels, that the same king 
Castie did not at that tice aszist tiem, im op 
posiusn to the interest of Eneliand.? 

lin 1855, soon after tthe kine’s return frorn 
abroad, another parhament was calied to meet 
at London. “Vie kane acquainted them with 
the great debts he had contracted, and that 


without their assistance he could nat disehiarrre 


them, and therctore, woh much esrnestness 
demanded RI pecuniary midb for Chaat Detpe =e 
Jas paccucment proved ichp ins resolute ocouatst 
the wis us uns at tive turmer. Vhey oa 
Wats reccumums Cid emevaes; und vwathal 


5 some part at 


of 


RY.-- 


ee we 


nag me rr renee 


seetod 
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demanded that the ciuef gusuce, chanceilor 
and trea aren uagse be chusen by the cannon 
coud or the kunzaunr: as had been yasly 
sha oontienthy used; and Tkewire that they 
might net be removed but for the most appas 
rentermics, and by the deliberation ang Cons 
reatof the whele Kingdom. Concluding with 
Huis extraordiiay expression, © that they Should 
aAcver beable to bind their Protens of a kine, 
withont he sraaited ail that they deinunded.? 
re tits the Line resolutely refused pore whieh 

sharons deciarcd that usiness andi be des 
oe Motin the Mucha dmas folowneg ; 
this ceumeil was dissolved for that tiae.—Lhe 


Sta 


saine vear, on the teastof Si. Luke, the no- 
edity mieten, be aajourninenr, at West 
minster, Tere the king direst attacked his bro- 


ther Nd. cael Ore wrieil und carnestly pres: ed 
limto sive himi an aid of ineaey; to who the 
pope aise aad wrote, requimiug ban to lend fis 
brother $0,009 Caithout savivg whether pounds 
or ranrks.) that he intut set a pious cxginple 
to otters. ut Tieaara, bei Hid MIS tones 
nore thaaerhoer his brother's warts ofthe pepe's 
letters, perused hitn the jean. And whenihe 
lanoeved the matter to the rest, they repaed, 
Cthatatthat tine ali bad at oeen summoned 
yeCUrdine to tae tenor of thom avcat 
ahd therelore they would Gaen mathe ne aasiwer 
or eran any vba without the rest af the peers 
Vhas paruainent, savs Paris, by inany he tions 
delays, was conmnued atnonth, worl the ie. 
bles were cuintying their purses at London, 
and then retuned home without Going ay 
bustimss. 

fn 12A7, another parhinacnt was called te 
Incet at Westuunster, ut order to treatot the 


‘To irre, 


Chabrier, 


thas 


busitess of Aprile, beet Sys 
Paris, came sech aimultitude of porcons, of al) 
sorts, that Lendou scare Ci “otic j cunta aot 
Tt seers that the Crown ol Sicds, wad ie sail 
Lerritery ot Atoka, in dtaly. lad been offered 
to prince auuind the aie's second sen, by 
the pope the vear berore ; provided the Lidigt 


would recover Sicily from he hands i was then 
i. Vhis haa heen V4 {used by the Stitles, a 
forcisa coumtey, not worth the trouble and oy 
pence ot recosesiar; and) \pulia now woes cee 
Wi the same nates, theagh the Kiet 
Crane Im person to this pariaient with: bas sor 
edbasina, clad ana Apolmn, or ledian hibit, 
cave Pacis, aerder to gidnes (er comalinnce, 
Jicthis parliament Machard earl of Comal, t 
hinw’s brother, took dewve of the peers. aid 
sGOn after set our tor Gennans to be crowied 
Ring of the Romans; to whieh dignity he had 
been elected some trie before 

fa P2508, parhament was aeaia samnened 
fo mectat London. The au Wits pressed bv 
the prapee odie th: STO tat. \puat, 
bediad sent a hand Gfa desde to demand qe 
money, Which, upon the buao's request, he had 
OQbuped hovsclt to pay to the amerebians for 
that hasiness, "Phe kine Geomnaited a very 
Inge staal Co cle denpseli og this matiers whteb 
the baroas studs Gemed fate wit 


ATG TH tis Pulitiiacdl Gaeie usose ptcal dav uls 
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and contentions between the king ant the ba- 
rous, Whe anade great compinints aemnst him. 

Vacs sd © that he sivhred the he ys and puwer 
ofme church, and did not observe the tenmur ot 
his creat charter: s that he had raised to divi 
tics and riches ne hid? brothers, aeainst daw 
and nicht, as af they had heen the natural 
people of the land, and would not suffer ‘nly 
Wht TO Issue ont ok chancery acamst thers 
That aithoceh the pride of his brothers and 
Other Poietevins wis mtolerable, yet Wm. de 
Vaience exceeded them re Sian Monuntort, 
esr of Loicester, Giaskirg bis ndvantace of these 
CIs OS, complained abou, net to the king, 
but to the whole assembly, Soatling for FUEHICe 5 
and charred the xing with pourmoting and en- 
rehines SUD gers, de: sping and wasting bis 
oun peey Ie, to the Sn eoraen of the Whore 
kan: aie ‘by which means he became unable 
wo repelihe injuries of so nconside cable a peu. 
ple as the Weleb.-—These benis aud debates 
contaured fur some tine, when the pariiainear 
Was adjgarned to be holden at Oxrord on the 
fea-t of St. Barnabas following. Bat, betore 
the adjonrhinent, the barons peemicd tie 
kine, § thatithe would retomn the state of the 
Kingdom, according te thee advice, and the 
pone woidd muke the conditions about the at- 
tur ot Sicily. Xe. more essy, so that it rtest 
be proscented with eifect, the: e would Uuicin Gil- 
des our to procure him a common eid, or tas, 
fur that purpose’ Vhe king sereed so the, 
that before Christmas the state of the RIL dom 
shuuld be rectified by them, and the pope's 

lecate, Uoin England. Aad tor the portorm- 
anee i saline should he ordained, hie pit fan 
self into the pope's power, sous he moaht 
compel him ty at, which way he plesscd. bs 
ecclesiastical censure. And to this he mde 
tus son Edward swear that he would observe 
and keep what he had sranted.—At the same 
Qne he hikewtse granted to the barons, tact 
the state of the lunedum= should be rectified 
and reformed, by 12 fanbral persons of bts 
eounciH then cle OTR, and 12 others to be 


ehosen by the barons, who chend moet at 
Qixford, a month after Writ-Sanduy, nest 


eogming, to de every i thine that thes ahonkd -ee 
ntty the honour or God ond the wood oc the 
tanedom, The king prose invteing!y to 
observe whatsocver he ao:rdemed ps 
those 94, or the uisjonty of Chem, wader such 
security as they shoud dirert. dhe tmete his 
son Pdward swear, also, te these articles, and 
that he would invioliliy heen and obsesve 
them; whererpon, saves Wo Pare, the eusds 
sarees barons, on their parts, promu-cd to cndea- 
voor that the parhaiment shoula grant bun an 
ad. These @$ had Lower ta eleot ab that wore 
to chose the binw’s council, which w to ree 
adress and amend all matters epnertainine: to 
the kine and fae danedom: and the council, 
the drester part of is, was to choose ane 
more an ie ploce of ench as should make de- 
file. 

On thie i a of St. Barnshas all the erent 
mnen and nguies arsved at Galurd. aceurding 


should 
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to their adjournment; but came attended hy 
aif such as owed them military service. They 

sought to cover this proc ceding hy saying, that 

they came thus te in ardor afte aris to 
eound attack tae King’s enemies, the WeBh; 
hut thoi truce reason was, for fear of the kine’s 
hal? brothers and the Pactouns drawing them 
Into a sare. blowever, matters wear better 
than they tuagincd ; for in this pariament all 


the cleetions mentioned before were nade, 
and 2) persons were chosen to ainend and ree 
formn tee kinedoan.—dbe noblemen who com- 


posed the grand ermmittee of 2t demanded of 
the tine: © dst, igs confirmation of the charter 
ernnted by king fonn, bis tather: Qnd, that 
such ou yu, jury should be constatuted, as 
world do justice tu such as suicred wrong, as 
well to the poor as Use rie: Srd, that they 
shold choose the pudves, cluncelions: treasure 
ers, and ether orticers wid aupisters, from vear 
ho veur, forever: thy that they themselves, or 
friends, shontd have vie ensiedy of the king's 


COSties : uh, by ediet they mi ade it capital for 
any, af what deere or order soever, to refuse 
ee mecne to these thines: and autumst such 


The aps. and bishons alse prononaced scatence 
ot CNC ORD bitte vey? ie my” oaere ese Gi: x0 ordame d, 
that there shod a vice par hia ents WM a 
voutwand when ant how the, sborld be holden: 
titserder, tham-slacd from ihe orminal French, 
Isas follows: * Bere remembered, that the gt 
hove ordamed, that there shidl be three parlia- 
ments mat your; the Ist on the Octaves, or 
8 days atter se. Mhehacl: the @nd on the mor- 
row cute : Candiemes Dave the ord on the tirst 


day of dane, that is, three weeks betore ost. 
John. Yo these three parlianmacnts shall come 


wil the chosen Counseliors of the kine, whether 
supanoened Gr aot, io provide for the stare of 
thie rn and to troabt of the common business 
ofthe renin, when necd shail be, by the com- 
mand of the kas Ge by tas) stcumiois.-— tne 
whole commanty then chose 12 persons to re- 

present hem in these ie ents. &C. ta save 
the charges of the community. ‘Che entry or 
record of when cloction was to thin purpose: 
‘Re at roancmbercd. tine the cummunity have 
chosen Powe mei ty come to paruaments, 
and atorbher tings when there saull be need, 
When the kee aid bis council shall command or 
selling them, to treat of the business of the 
hing wud reotmy; and that tae comnanuriw wal 
hor for estab te hed wire the £2 shai do: and 
This Sindh beelone to space the cost or charves 


of the cammuanitv. Which i2, care prold vel 
privfeates, 2a te record Gas it, were entered 
IN this form: “Vhese sre the 12 which are 


chosen by the buarons, ei var des fiarins, ta 
Preven the threo povhamgds im,a veur, with 
the lone’s council, for ail the cumtaunus, of 
whe comnniait. of the tand, pur vial be Ob 
mer de he terre, anon public business. Many 
other ene Webe UTC dn this preyinuec: & 

relative to ferdb tommrcs, eustady ef waras, 
Minis, tuned ee beats: sults to the kine’. 
comrts bierorce justices dinerant, Conbty courtly, 


htidved Gougls, sueails’ Luray, writs oF Tout 


$1] 
waste of estates in custody, taking of distresses, 
&c. ‘all in abatement,’ says dr. Brady, ‘ of the 
rigour of the feudal law, and for their own ease 
aod benefit.’—All this was done, and commis- 
sions for the government of the king’s castles 
were issued out in eleven days’ time, as ap- 
pears by the record of them, printed in dr. 

rady’s Appendix, Na. 191, 2, 3, to which we 
zefer the curious reader. 

Early in 1265, and the 49th of the king’s 
reign, was the famous parliament called; which, 
with another in the 18th of Edw. I. were cer- 
tainly the models of our present Enylish par- 
liaments.—The business.of this parliament was 
chiefly to treat about prince Edward’s release, 
at that time a prisoner in Dover castle.—On 
the 8th of September, the king called a parlia- 
ment, to meet at Winchester; where, by their 
advice, the liberties of the city of London were 
seized, and the greatest offenders committed 
to prison, to be punished at the king’s pleasure. 
This parhament gave the king also all the re- 
bels’ ibnds: and, by their advice, he appointed 
two commissioners in each county, who, with 
the sheriffs, were to extend them, and return 
the extent, with the names of the lands and 
their owners, to him at Westmiaster, by the 
13th of Oct. following. The commission bears 
date at Winchester, Sept. 21; and Paris 
adds, that the king disinherited all those that 
stood for Montfort agaist him and gave their 
lands to those who had faithfully served him. 

This severe sentence on the earl of Leicester’s 
followers was strictly put in execution; but 
the cry of the sufferers was so great, that it 
induced the pope’s legate, Ottoboni, then in 
England, to take their case into his protection. 
To this purpose he requested the king tocalla 
parliament, which he granted, and it was suin- 
moned to meet at Kenelworth, Aug. the 22nd, 
41266. Herc it was agreed, hy the common as- 
sent of the bishops, abbots, priors, earls, barons, 
and all others, that six persons, viz. the bishops 
of Exeter and Buth, and Worcester; sir Allan 
Zouch, sir R. de Sumery, and Sir R. Walerand, 
by their oaths there made, should choose six 
others, who would, according to their judg- 
ments, do the best for the security and peace 
of the land. To these 12 were committed the 
case and facts of the disinherited, with full 


power from the king and parliament to hear 


and determine all matters concerning it ; which 
determination was called the Dictum de Kenet- 
worth, If there arose any ditlerence between 
the 12, that was only to stand good and firm 
which received the assent and a Wage of 
the legate, and Henry, son to the king of the 
Romans; and they were to finish their work 
by the feast of All Saints.—This determination 
and award was made to better the condition of 
the disinherited, and to turn the forfeitures and 
loss of their estates into a composition for 
them ; and therefore, ‘ all who began the war 
and persevered in it; all who violently and ma- 
liciously kept Northampton against the king ; 
all who fought against the king at Lewes; all 
who were takcn at Kenelworth under the com- 
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mand of young Simon Montfort, had plundered 
Winchester, or were in any other place against 
the king, which he had not pardoned ; all tight- 
Aube eara him at Evesham ; all that were in the 
fight at Chesterfield ; all that freely sent their 
service, that is, horse and arms, against the 
king or hisson; all bailiffs and servants of the. 
earl of Leicester, that plundered their neigh- 
bours ; burnt their houses, or killed them, or 
did any other mischief; all were to pay 5 years 
rent of their lands, and if they puid it, 

were to have their land again. The carl Ferrers 
and Henry Hastings were to pay 7 years pro- 
fits of their lands. Those who had committed 

lesser crimes than the above recited, com- 
pounded, or were fined 3, 2, 1, orhalfa year’s 

rent of their lands, according to the nature of 
their offences; those who had no lands were 

fined in goods. All obligations, writings, or 

instruments, made by the king, or his son, 

concerning the Oxford provisions, or made ar 

entered into by any of the king’s faithful sub- 

jects, by reason of the troubles, were made 

null and void by this award: whereby it was 

declared, that the king might and ought to ex- 

ercise his royal power and authority without 

the let or contradiction of any one; by which, 

contrary to the laws and customs of the land, 

which had long subsisted, his royal dignity 

might have been injured; yet the great char~ 

ter, and charter of the forest, were to remain 

in full force by this judgment. The commis- 

sioners also requested the king and Icgate, that 

under danger of corporal punishment and ec- 

clesiastical censure, they would strictly torbid 

any to speak of Simon Montfort as a saint, or 

to spread the vain and foolish miracles reported 

of hin, This award, or Dictum de Kenetworth, — 
was finished in the castle of Kenclworth, on 

the Sist of Oct. 1266, and the 50th of the 

king’s reign. 

In 1267, Henry called another parliament 
to meet at St. Edinundsbury, where, says the 
continuator of M. Paris, were summoned to 
ope the earls, barons, abps. bps. abbots, and 

1 that owed hin military service, with their 
horse and arms, to go against those rebels who 
had got into the Isle of Ely, and sull held it 
out against him. The same author has given 
us an exact account of the king, with the Pope's 
Legate who was then with him, and what de- 
mands they made for a supply from the clergy, 
with their answer to each article. 1. It was 
demanded, ‘ That the prelates and rectors of 
churches should grant them the tenths of their 
churches, for 3 years next to come, and for the 
year last past, as they gave the barons for keep- 
ing the coasts acainst the invasions of strangers.’ 
To thus it was answered, ‘ That the war began 
by unreasonable desires, and did then conti- 
nue, and thercfore it was ntcessary to forbear 
dane the like demands, and treat of the 
peace of the kingdom; and make use of the 
paler to the benefit of the church and 

aoe and not to extort money, espe- 
cial nf when the nation was so much destroyed 
by the war, that, ifever, it must be a long 
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time before it could recover itself.’— 


the churches micht be taxed by en n ae- jot Eneland had then done, 
To i compeded the city of London to pay him 5000 


cording te their true and highest value,’ 
this it was auswered, © Phat it was not reason 
able, but contrary to Justic e, that laymen shouid 
medile with collecting of bentle: nor would they 
ever consent tga a Dew way of t: unig, but th. it 
the old should stand.“— 3. That the Bes 
and abbots should puy the tenths of thei ba- 
romes and lay-fees, up to their true and highest 
value.’ Answered, ‘That they tere impover- 
ished by de predations and plunderings; that 


they fullowed the king in his expeditions, and > clestastical censures. 


spent so much money that they were grown 
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2. That | of all their moveables, as the bishops and clergy 


The next vear he 


marks, because they had given as much to 
Lewis late king of France, when he lett Eng- 

land: and levied a 15th. At the same time he 
took from the burgesses of Northampton an 
aid of 1200]. besides one 15th. He hkewise 
forced all religious and beneticed clerks to pay 
a 15th, as well out of their spirituals as tempr- 
rals; and they who were unwilling to pay, woe 
compelle id cither by the king's authority or ec= 
Soon after this, the re- 

ligions and others had notice, that unless they 


very poor, and that their lands laid unc ultivated | renewed theiz charter, the old ones should be 


by reason of the war’—* 4. ‘Phat the clergy, 

in common, should give to the king $0,00U 
marks, for the aforesaid tithes, which a certain 
legate had claimed for the use of the court of 
itome. for the debts contracted in Stcily, Apu- 
ha and Calabria, in the naine of the ford Ed- 
mund, the king’s son then present.’ Auswer, 
Phat they would give nothing, because all 
these taxations and extortions first made by the 
king, were never expended to the use of the 
king and realin.’—* 5. That all clerks holding 
haronies or lay-fees, should go armed in their 
own persons against the king’s encmes, or tind 
«much service as belonss to their lands or 
tenements.” To this they answered, 6 That 
they ought not to fight with the mee but 
spiritual sword, that i is, with their prayers and 
tears. And that by their benctices or tees they 

were bound to maintain peace, uot war. Th: tt 
they held their barony in Lreah Alwoign, in 
pure alms, aad therefore owed no military ser- 
vice, but what was certain; and would not per- 
fonn anv that was uew. "§ 6. That with all 
speed the expedition of the cross mizht be 
preached through the whole kingdom.” To this 


| 
| 
| 


of no advantave to the: sng and for the renewed 
every one paid accordimy to his faculty, at the 
discretion of the justiciary. 
shops, bishops, abbots and priors gave a great 
sum of honey ror recov cring the kine’s rohis 
bevond sea. ‘At the sane time he put the cite 
zens of Londou to grICVOUS redemption ; and 
forced the Jews to pay lim a 3d part of 
what they were worth—In 1231, the king 
required a scutaye of three marks of ev ery 
knicht’s fee, of ‘all. that held baronies, as 
well prelates as laics.—In a parhament held 
at Tiunbeth, in 1232, a 40th part of all 
moveables, as well of ecclesiastics as Inies, 
was granted ¢o the king, and was collected 
very soon wter—In 1235, he had 2 marks of 
every plough-land, for the marriage of Isabel 


his sister to Frederic emperor of Germany, and 


gave with her $0,000 marks tor her portiou.— 
In 1257, a SOth part of all moveables was 
vranted to the kine.—In 1242, the king re- 
quired a scutage of 3 marks frum every knivht’s 
e through all Fneland. Su savs M. Paris, 


| ae others -ay only )5,—Ina parliament held 


at London, in 1: 244, 20s. of every knight’s fee 


it Was answered, ‘Vhat a creat p: int ot ‘the peo- | was granted to the king, fur the marriage of 


tle had been killed by the wae; that if now 
they should undert: tke the er usd, te wor none 
would be lett to defend the Watt: “—* 7. That 


his eldest daughter. ih 1253, the clergy 
sranted the 10th of all ecclesiastical revenues 
tur 3 years, and the nobility 3 marks of every 


tue prelates were absolutely bound te comply | knight’s tee, for the relicf of the Holy Land, 


with all these demands, on the vath which rhe v 


had taken at Coventry, that they would assist | In 1267, 
To |were granted to the king by the pope.— And 


the king by al) the wavs they were able.’ 
this they, also, answered, © Vhat when they 


on the king's contirmation of Magna Charta.— 


3 years tenths of all church revenues 


121270, a 20th part was granted the king. 


made that oath they only meant it of spiritual ; (See M. Paris.) 


help and wholesome counsel,’ 

In 1269, Henry called the last parlinment in 
his reign, being summoned to mect at Marlbo- 
ryuch the 19th of Nov; in which, by the as- 


- iP 
Epwanp I. 
The tirst parliunent called by royal authoe- 


sent ofthe earls and barons, were made the sta- | rity in this king’s time was in the third year of 


tutcs of Mariborough. 
Dares in this king's reign, 


| lis re en, 


They met at Westininster in the 
bewinning of May 1275; the chief occasion of 


The parliament calied at Northampton, in | their being called together was to settle the af+ 


1224, granted the king @s. 
and; and the king granted the barons scutage, 
two marks of every knight’s fee. The parhia- 
ment called at Westminster, granted the king 
a 15th of all moveables in the whole kingdom, 
for the grant or confirmation of MagnaCharta. 
In the same year a 40th part of ‘all movea- 
Lies was granted. In 1226, the king wrote to 
tis foreign bishops and clerzy to give one @ toth 
Vout. 1. 


of every plouch | fairs of the kingdom before that Edward made 


war upon the Welsh; whuse prince, Leweliyn, 
was suinmoned to appear at it, and do homaye 
to the king, as his vassal and subject. The 
Welsh prince neglected the summons, and sent 
tor excuse, ‘that the king having shewn, on 
many occasions, an extreme animosity to Lim, 
he would not trust his person with his declared 
ars Nevertheless, he offered to do him 
D 


In 1230, arch be. 


* 
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hom¢ge in his own country, if the king would | 
‘ send commissioners thither to receive it; or | 
else in some third place, where he might be | 
without danger. Me offered hhewise tu come | 
into the kine’s territories, provided he would | 
give him the prince his cidest son in hostage, 
with the earl of Gloucester, and the ford high | 
chancellor.” This answer greatly provoked 
the king; but yet he dissembfed his resent- 
ment for the present, that he might not mter- 
rupt the necessary business of the session, 
And indeed this parhament was employed in 
affairs of great in.portance; that is, iu enict-' 
ing excellent laws tor securing the peace and | 
liberties of the people, as well as the nnamuni- | 
ties of the church and privileges of the clergy: | 
these were called the * Statutes of Westie» 
ster the first,’ and contain in the whole 51! 
chapters. 

‘Lhe same year, 1275, another parhuiment 
was called to sit ut Westin. Oct. Gti, in which 
stututes were made to restraim the excessive 
usury of the Jews; and it was iso enacted, 
that they should wear a badge upon their up- 
per garments, in the shape or the two tables: 
of Moses’s law. On the 18th of the sane , 
inonth they met again, and granted the king | 
@ 15th upon the clergy and laity, by the com- | 
mon consent of the abps, bps, curls, and ba- | 
rons. This money or subsidy was given, says 

{ 


a a a Pe ee 


Wikes, to defray the cxpence of the king’s 
crusade. Another writes, that it was said by 
-some to be for novelty sake, or for a good 
beginning. However, doctor Brady has pub- | 
lished an act of the king’s, whereby he de-: 
clares, that this gift of the clergy proceeded | 
only from their tree good-will, and that at 
should not be drawn into consequence tur the 
future. | 
In 1276, the king convened his nables, &c. 
again to Westminster, on the athair of Lewel- 
lyn; when, upon an open hearty of the mat- i 
ter, the prince was judged guilty of telony, | 
and war was nnmecdiately prockumed agaist | 
him. At this juncture the hing gave orders 
for levying the 14th grauted in the last parlia- 
ment on the clergy and lauty; and issued out 
his orders for the exact observance of the char- 
ter of liberties and the charter of the torests.-— 
The same parliament inet again at Winchester 
this ycar, and again at Westminster on the 
4th of Oct.; when, amongst other Taws, te | 
Statute of Bigamy was cnacted.—-At this parlia- 
ment the king contirmed the Charters of Li- 
berties and Forests; and ordered that it 
should be proclaimed all over England, that 
they should be strictly observed.—There is 
mention mede of another parhament, said to 
be held in 1277, after the king’s expedition 
into Wales, in which the laity granted the 
king a 30th part of their moveable goods to- 
wards his charges. Tyrrel observes, that this 
arliamcnt is not expressly mentioned on the 
Rolls: which shews, adds he, that there were 
many more parliaments than we can now find 
upon récord.—In 1279, another parliament 
was summoned to meet at Westminster, when 
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an affair of great importance to the interest ef 
the whole nation came before then. The 
clerey, ever since the first introduction of 
Christianity into this island, had been accu- 
mulating lands and riches. The enormous 
bulk of their present possessions, and what 
they were daily acquiring from the mistaken 
charity of that ave, made it justly suspicious 
that ia another they might engross the whole. 
Besides, it was well known, that whatever 
lands they gained this way, they were from 
thenceforth unahcnuble, and a dead hand laid 
on then for ever, The laity had been long 
desirous to stem this torrent; but wanted a 
king of resolution enough to despise the Vati- 
cau thunder, and effectually put a stop to 
these dinzerous preceedings, Such a king 
they found in Edward [, and a parhanicnt was 
called im this vear tor that purpose. ‘They nret 
at Westminster, in the beginnmg of Nov. by 
the king’s appointment; and when he made 
the proposal, it was received by the laity with 
universal joy; nor dirst the clergy oppose it, 
for fear a heavier blow should tall upon them. 
In tine, it was enacted, ‘that from hence- 
forth none should cither give, sell, bequeath, 
or change, or, by any title whatsoever, should 
ussien amy lands, teuciments, or rents to any 
rcligious body, without licence from the king 
had tor that purpose.’ This statute was called 
the ‘Statute of Mortmain’, because it was in- 
tended te prevent estates from falling into 
dead hands, that is, hands of no service to the 
king or the public, without hopes of ever 
changiig their owners. Nor did the king end 
here; tor in the second statute of Westimnster 
he contined the jurisdiction of ecclesiastical 
judges to narrower limits; and required one 
halt ofall their goods, both temporal and spi- 
ritual, for one year; at which, thongh they 
were very much vexed, vet they were forced 
to canply with the king’s demand; because, 
their discontent bemg discovered, a kmyht, 
ealled sir John Havering, came, by authority 
no doubt, amongst them into the Monks’ Hall 
at Westnunster, and said, § rev. fathers, if any 
of you dare to cuntradict the king’s demand in 
this business, let him stand forth into the midst 
of this assembly, that his person may -be 
known and taken notice of, as a breaker of 
the peace of the kingdom.’ At which speech 
they all sat silent, and made no opposition to 
the kine’s demand, as they had often done in 
the tine of his father, : 
About this time Edward was busy in his con- 

quest of Wales, which he soon after fully ac- 
complished, Lewellyn, their prince, was slain 
in the open field, and his whole army routed 
upon the spot: David his brother was soon 
after taken prisoner and brought to the king to 
Shrewsbury. Here it was that a parliament 
was called on that occasion, Sept. 30, 1282, 
which condemned David to die the deuth of a 
traitor. This rigorous sentence was executed 
with all the circumstances attending that infa- 
mous punishment. His head was fixed near 
that of the prince his brother, and his four quar- 
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ters were sent to York, Bristol, Northampton, | first cave was to reform several abuses, intro- 


and Winchester. The king, in summoning 
this parliament was more explicit than ever he 


4 


| 


had been before. The writs of suimoons are | 
dan. fullowing ; where the necessity of reform- 


still extant on record ; the first of whach is to 
the lords to meet the king at Shrewsbury, on 
Sept. 30. The second is directed to the sheritts 
of every county in England, to cause to be 


: 


chosen two knights for the commonality of the , 
same county; as also a tifird directed to several , de Hengham, chief Justice of the King’s Bench, 


cites and boroughs, and a fourth writ to the | 7060 marks <1), 
jidecs (See Rymer’s Fa-dera, t. 2. p. 247.)— ; common pleas, 3000 marks, 
suortly after another parliament was culled, | ton, Justice, the same sum. 

the better to sccnre the possession of the re- , Justice cf assize, 4000 marks. 
The parhament | laud, 4000 marks. Sir ‘Th. Sodington, 2000 


cently conquered country. 


dueed in his absence, particularly in the admi- 
nistration. ‘To that end he called a parliament 
soon after lis arrival to mect at Westminster in 


ing such creat abuses Leing pespounded, the 
judyes were had all under examination, and 
upon a plam proof of their extortions, they 
were fined to pay these following suns: sir R. 


Sur J. Lovetot, justice of the 
Sir W. Bramp- 
Sir S. Rochester, 
Sir Rd. de Boy- 


met May 24, 1282, at Ruthland; and it was | marks; Sir W. Hopton, 2000 marks; the four 


there resolved, that Wales should be insepara- 
bly united to the crown of England; which it 
has ever since continued to be. ‘ It was cer- 
tainly of great benefit to the nauon,’ says an 
historian, * for the miserable contests and 
bloody mischiets, which often happened tu both 
nations, were hereby extinguished ; and they 
became one peuple, governed by one law, and 
under one prince, as may be seen by the sta- 
tate of Rutland (a). At this inceuny, also, 
the laity granted to the king a 30th, and the 
cleryy a 20th, towards the expences of the 
war, Edward having settled all matters in 
Wales, caine in Dec. to Bristol; where he kept 
his Christnas, and held a parliament. Nota 
veneral one, but a particular parhiamnent, says 
an old writer; but what was done at it he ts 
not so particular as to mention. 

In 1283 another parhiunent met, in Oct. at 
Acton Burnel, in Shropshire ; where was made 
the statute of Acton Burnel (65. 

Tn 1285, we meet with another parliament 
called to Westminster, after Faster, where 
were made some additions to the antient sta- 


‘Statutes 6f Westminster the SGcond’ (c). The 
statute called Circwaspecte agulis was, also, 
nade at Cats session, Which gave unother blow 
to the power of the clergy (d). 

The next year Edward went over into 
France, on special occasions, whieh detained 
him 3 veurs in thatkingdom. In his absence, 
a parliament wos held at London,m Feb. 1288, 
whan Jobn de Kirby, lord treasurer, de- 
manded, as he said, by the king's orders, en aid 
for the king's chargesin France. But the par- 
lament answered, by the earl of Gloucester, 
their spokesinan, ‘that they would grant no- 
dung unless they saw the king personally pre- 
sent.” Hereupon the treasurer imposed a tal 
lave on the cities and boroughs of the kiny’s 
demesnes(¢e). At his return, in Aug. 1289, his 


tutes of the realm, which bear the title of the | found incans to divert the blow by large pre- 
| 


(a) Sam. Daniel in Kennctt’s History of Eng- 
land. p. 194. 

(b) Sce Statutes at Large. Called the Sta- 
tute Merchant for the Recovery of Debts. 

(cy Statutes at Large. Coke's Inst. Part. IT. 
p. 331, &c. 

(d)Sce Collier’s Ecclesiastical History, p.485. 

(e) Chron. T. Wikes, p. 117, 


| 
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last were itincrant justices ; Sir W. de Saham, 
3000 marks; R. Lithebury, master of the rolls, 
1000 inarks; Roger Leicester, 1000; Henry 
Bray, escheator and judge for the jews, 1000, 
Sir A. de Stratton, chicf baron of the exche- 
quer according to some, to others only chief 
clerk of the courts, no less than 34,000 marks; 
and sir T. Wayland, chief justice of the com- 
mon pleas, who was found the greatest delin- 
quent, had all his goods and whole estate con- 
tiscated to the king, and was also banished for 
ever out of the kingdom. Hollingshead in- 
forms us that there were but two judges out of 
the whole bench that were not. found faulty, 
John de Metingham, and Elias de Bekingham. 
From this time the judges were obliged to swear 
aut the cntrance into their ottices, that they 
would tuke no money or present of any kind, 
except a breaktast, from such persons as had 
suits depending before them. 

Another athiur of consequence came before 
this parliament, which was the entire banish- 
meat ofthe Jews out of the kingdom. The 
naton had long desired it; but the Jews still 


sciits to the king, and his mimsters. They 
wanted to play the same game again now, but 
could not doit; the king being unable to pro- 
tect them any longer, and unwiiling to msque 
the disobliginz his parhament on their account, 
Accordiuly, the act of banishment was passed; 
whereby their unmoveable goods were confis- 
cated; but they had leave to carry away the 
rest with thei: (The number of these banished 
Jows, says Matthew of Westminster, were 
16,160.) ‘To gratity the king for this piece of 
service to the nation, in general, the parlia- 
ment willingly granted a 15th. It was at this 
thie, also, that the statute called § Westinin- 
ster the Third,’ otherwise, from the first words 
of it, Quia Fyuptores Terrartan,’ was enacted, 
(See Rvley’s Placit. Parl. An. 18 et 19 Edw. 1.) 

Edward havmg now his cotfers full of money 
bv all the atoresuid fines, confiscations, and 
taxes, hevan to turn his thoughts on caining a 
conquest much greater than the last, and to 
unite the crown of Scotland to hisown. Upon 


(f) Chron, T. Wikes, p. 118. Chron. de 
Dunstable. MSS. Dagicl’s History. Tindal’s 
Notes on Rapin. 
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the death of Alexander the Scotch king, and 
his grand-dangliter Margaret, without heirs, the 
crown of that kingdom tell into controversy. 

No less than 12 competitors started at anee ; 

who were all descended from David, earl of 
Huntingdon, U.e younger brother of William 
king of Scots, grandsather to the date king 
Alexander. I dw. pretending anght of sape- 
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riority over that kingdom, froin hits Anus Ors, | 


undertakes to decide the quarrel. The regen- 
cy of Scotland, to avoid greater 
cics, were forced to make him arbitrator, and 
the six chief compentors to stund to his award. 
Johu Bahol, lord of Galoway, and Rob, Brace, 
both dese Gudea trom the aforesaid David, had 
the plamest and most indisputable claim.—- 
‘Vhe first step that Edward took in this matter 
was a peaceable onc, which was to ensure the 
succession of the kingdom ef Scotland to his 
posterity, by a marriage betwixt his eldest son, 
rinee dae and Margaret, daughter of Eric 
ae of Norway, by Marearet, the only d: nughter 
of Alexander, wlio was, at her grandiather’s 
death, the undoubied heiress to the crown of 
Scodand. The king sent messengers ito Nor- 
Wav to treat about this marriage, and Eric gave 
his consent, so far as it was consistent with the 
desires of the Scottish nobility, &e. and the 
good of that kingdom. The articles on which 
this marnage was to have been consummated, 
are civen at leneth in dr. Brady. ‘This grand 
design was totally frustrated by the death of 
the voung qucen of Scotland, in her voyage 
towards KE neland tor that purpose, w hich lett 
the ieid open for the rest of the competiors to 
pursue their seperate clanns. Edw. now had 
ane game to play; and that was to pretend 

a rivht to an absolute dominion over the crown 
of Scotland, m case of such an accident, and 
to sct up hinself as umpire in the several con- 
tests for that crown. ‘Yo that end he sinn- 
moned a parliunent to meet at Norham, on the 
contines of the two kingdoms: and on the 10th 
of May, 1291, by the king’s command, the no- 


bility, prelates, knights, ‘and am: ny other of 


both Kingdon met at thar place, CSee We, 
Westm. sub hoc cnno) y where geen Bravan- 
zon, chief justice of Een: sland, in the presence 
of a public notery, und witnesses purposcly 
called, in the king’s name, told them, that, 
“he taxing notice in what contusion Che nation 
had been, since the death of Alesinder their 
lust king and his children, (out of the affection 
he had tor chem and all the inhabitants thereof 
whose protection and safeguard was well known 
to belong to lam, and tor ‘the doing rizbt to all 
that chamed the kmedom and the public peace ; 
to shew them his supeviority and dircet domi- 
nion, out of divers chronicles and monuments, 
preserved in several monasterics) purposed to 
use his right; but yct to do justice to all, with- 
Out usurpation or diminution of their liberties, 
and to demand their assent to, and recognition 
of his superiority and direct dominion over 
them.’ ‘Uhe chief justice having ended his 
harangne, and the Scottish lords there present 
understanding his meaning, they required time 
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to consult with such of their several orders as 
were absent, which the king granted them to 
Ac isch the next day, 

Maw 14, they all met again, in the church of 
Norham, and then ne earnestly: pressed the 
kine to give them loner tine to consult with 
such as were absent, and answer ty his dex 
mands concerning their recognition of his su= 
perionty and direct dominion aver the realm off 
Scotland which be had claimed as bis right. 

Upon dchberation, the king gave them time tll 
the 2d of June next, and on that day, preeisely 
they were to answer to his denian sand if 
they had any evidence, which could exclude 
hin tron his right aforesaid, they were then ta. 
exhibit them. And that they might the better 
understand his title, and make them objections 
avainstit, the bp. of Durham was appomted to 
declare it to the nobility and prelates there pres 
sent. After the king of Eneland’s title, to the 
dominion of Scothind, had been thus dcelared, 
on the 2d of June, the bps. prelates, earls, ba- 


rons, &C. representins - the whole community or 


in order to sell their country, 
save our authority, in a green plan, on the 
banks of the Tweed, directly opposite to the 
castle of Norham, where Edw. then resided (2). 
To them was sent the bp. of Bath aid Wells, 
to demand in the king’s name, ‘what they h: id 
done since the Jast meeting ; a whether they 
would say, exhibit, propound, or shew any 
thine that could or ought to exclude the king of 
England trem the right and exercise of the su- 
periority and direet dominion over the king- 
dom of Scotland 5 and that they would there 
and then exhibit it, if they beheved it was ex- 
pedient for them ; protesting, in the kine's 
name, that he w ould. favour: hiv hear thein, 
sillow what was just, or report what was said to 
the hing and his council; that upon their deli- 
beration they might do what justice required,’ 
Upon repented demands the Scots answered 
nothing ; whereupon the bp. recanitulated all 
that had been sid, at the ist miceting, rela- 
tine to the king’s cham; and a pabbe votary 
being present, the rivht of deciding the coatro- 
versy between the severia COM PC triors, for that 
kinedom owas entercd tutor forthe King of Kug- 
land, Atrerwhich, the suid bp. he annie with 
Robert Brus, bord of 
those that clamied the micht of snecession to 
the crown of Scotland, le assed bin, in the 
pisene C a all the bps, carls, barons, &e,. 
whether, mo demandme his said rierht, he 
would answer and reeeive justice trom the 
king af Fnelind, as superior and dircet lord 
over the kingdom of Scothiud?) Who presently, 
publicly, openly, and expressly, 10 the presence 
of them all, and the pubhe notary, none contra- 
dicting or galusaving, atswe red, "6 that he did 
acknowledge the king of England superior and 
direct lord of the kingdom of Scotland; and 
that he would, from and before lim, as such, 
demand, answer, and receive justice.’—The 


Scotland, mct, 


(z) See Brady's Comp. Hist, Vol. u. p. 19. 


Anbondale, and one of 


* 


See et 
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bp. then proceeded with all the other compe- | certain dav was assigned him to appear. The 
titors in like manner, who had the same ques- ! Scots king went back into his own country ; 
uon put tu them, afd received from them the { but so incensed at the affront he had received, 
same answer; and they did not only make , that he was bent upon trying all means to free 
this public recognition, but they all juined in | himself from so intolerable a yoke. 


letters patent to the king to corroborate the 
same; which letters patents are preserved in 
Mat. Westm. and m Brady's Comp. Hist. 
vol. u. App. No. ii. 

The consequencc of all this was, that the af- 


fur of the succession to the crown of Scotland . 


was debated by commissioners of both na- ! 


tions, to the number of tourscure in all: and 
the king was to give judgment according to 
equity and justice. ‘The disquisition of this 
matter is amply taken notice of by most of our 
more inodern historians ; and, as the Fuclish 
parliament had yet nothing to do with the con- 
troversy, it is unnecessary here. But at the 
nme that Edward had appointed to give sen- 
tence in this weighty affair, a full parliament 
was summuned to meet at Berwick upon 
Tweed, where all the commissioners appeared, 
as well as all the candidates, by themselves or 
proxies; and where Jehn Balol was de- 
clared, im full parliament, to be the only per- 
son that had a rivht of possession. Edward 
thereture adjudged the crown of Scotland to 
him; saving, however, to himself and suc- 
cessors, the mght of prosecuting their preten- 
sions to the said kingdom, whenever they 
thought proper. It was not long after this 
that Baliol found the bad effects of his sub- 
jection, being often summoned to appear be- 
fure Edw. in person, on the bare complaints ot 
private people ; by which he was become ra- 
ther the absolute slave than vassal to the king 
of Envland. And, in a parhament held in 
1293, this kmg of Scotland was obhved to 
stand at the bar, like a private person, and an- 
swer to an accusation brought against him for 
denying justice, and imprisouine the carl of 
Fife. Bahl, in plea to the accusation, alledeed 
that, as it concerned his crown, he could not 
answer to it without first advising with his sub- 
jects(A4). This excuse not being decmed valid, 
the parhament ordered that three of his prin- 
cipal castles should be seized into the king's 
hands ull he wave tull satisfaction, The Eng- 
lish authors wilirm, that before the sentence 
was pronoanced, Bahol presented a petition, 
acknowledging the sovereignty of the king of 
England over Scotland, and praying Fdw. to 
allow him time tll he could consult his parhia- 
ment(). As soon as he had stooped so low as 
to petinon, his demand was granted, and a 


(4) The whole process, aftcr the summons, 
of this matter, relating to Macduff, the son of 
Malcolm earl of Fife, will be found at large in 
Ryley’s Plac. Parl. p. 192, &c. 

(i) The petition was made by his own mouth, 
before the king and council, and delivered in 
writing. The forn of it is in Riley’s Plac. 
Parl. p. 159, in Trench, translated by Tyrrel, 
Vol. i. py 76. 
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About this time an accident happened that 
sceined favourable to Baliol’s design. The 
king of France had by a stratagem seized upon 
the district of Guienne, in Normandy, on so 
slizht an occasion as a private quarrel betwixt 
some English and French mariners. Edward 
therefore summoned his parliament to meet at 
Westminster soon after Whitsantide in 1294 $3 
whom be acquainted with the loss of Guienne, 
and the ill usage he had received from the 
French king. John, king of Scotland, was 
also present at this parliament; and, when 
they were told by Edward’s ambassadors 
the shufiling answers they had froin the 
French king, it was unanimously . resolved 
to recover the duchy of Guienne by force 
of arms. Jolin Baliol granted to Edward 
tuwards the expence of this war, the revenues 
of his paternal estate in England for 3 years. 
Notwithstanding this concession of the Scotch 
king, he hoped for greater advantages from 
this rupture; and accordingly he concluded a 
secret alliance with the king of France, and 
promised to invade England as soon as Edw. 
transported his armies abroad. Edward got 
intelligence of this plot, contrived against him 
at Paris, and called another parliament at 
Westminster, in order to lay before them the 
state of his affairs. Here the laity agreed to 
allow the king the 11th part of their goods, the 
clergy the 10th, and the merchants a 7th.— 
Fdward having got this supply, neglected his 
nore foreign concerns, and entirely bent his 
miud on the conquest of Scotland; which 
would be of mach greater importance to him 
thin the other. But to prevent the king of 
Scotland’s desizns, he demanded of him the 
three castles aforementioned, which Bahl, to 
ainuse and gain time, actually delivered him. 
However, bemeg assured of his revolt, Edw. lost 
ho time with him, but marched his whole 
army directly for Scotland; and Bahol, be- 
ing certain of assistance from France, bids de- 
fiance to Rdw. renounced his oath and his al- 
Jeciance, as unlawfully promised; alledying 
that it was not in his power, without the con- 
sent of the states, to de any such acts. * And 
now, savs Daniel, began the contests between 
the two nations, which spilt more Christian 
Llood, did more mischief, and continued longer, 
that any wars that we read of, between any 
two people in the world.’ 

We tall however, pursue these wars no 
farther than is consistent with our desien ; suf- 
fice it to say that Edw. in a short space of 
time overrun all Scotland, and reduced Baliol 
with the rest of the nobility to sue to him for 
peace. After which, he called a parliament 
to meet at Berwick, Aug. 24, 1296, to which 
came all the Scotish nobility, and did their 
homage and fealty to him in a most submissive 
manner, binding themselves to serve him faithe 


48) 


fully ‘against all nations, and to come to his 
assistance at any time and place he should re- 
uire them; moreover, they all, upon the 
lessed Evangelists, solemnly swore to observe 
all this betore the whole English parliament. 
The conquest of Scotland being thus com- 
pleted, Edw. called betore him all the chief 
othcers, &c. of the Welsh, Irish, and English 
armics, who had assisted him in this ereat ex- 
pedition; he returned thei his thanks in a 
ublic manner; and added, that the crown of 
England was eternally obliged to them for their 
services. He afterwards put an end to this 
parliament. 
. Onthe 3rd of Nov. in the same year, Ed- 
ward inet his parliament again at St. Edinonds- 
bury. They were called, in order to raise sub- 
sidies for carrying on the war against France, 
which he had determined to prosecute with the 
utmost vigour. The laity contributed cheer- 
fully to this expedition, and taxed themselves, 
the citizens, and burgesses an 8th penny, the 
rest of the laity a 12th. The clergy, however, 
openly refused to give any thing, saying, ‘ That 
they could neither give nor grant, ncither could 
the king receive any subsidy frum them, with- 
eut both incurring a sentence of excommuni- 
cation, which was included in the pope’s bull 
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This edict had the consent of the 


which continued tu sit whilst all the bishops 
were exciuded, The chief justice of the king’s 
beach, sitting ii dins tribunal, savs Knyghton, 
pronounced sentence veaust the clergy in these 
words :—* You that are the proctors, ur attor 
mies, for the abps. bps. abbots, and priors, with 
the rest of the clergy, tuke notice to acquamt all 
your masters, that, for the future, no manner 
of justice shalt be done them in anv of the 
king’s courts, on any cause whatsoever; but 
Justice shill be had against them to every one 
that will complain and require it of us,’ 
Edward did not prosper so well in’ this 
French war as he had dene in the last. The 
Scots took the advantaze of his absence to re- 
volt; and, under the conduct of Wm. Wallace, 
committed yreat ravages in England. Neither 
were things quite well at home; Fidward 
betore lus departure having greatly disobliged 
somne of bis lords; of winch the earl of Here. 
ford, high constable of Eneland, and Roger 
Bygot, earl mareschal, were the chief. These 
yreat men raised an insurrection in the king’s 
absence ; by which means, and by the revolt of 
the Scots, the poace of the kingdom was inch 
endangered. ‘The occasion of tus quarrel is 


to his use, 
earls, &c. who constituted this parliament, 
! 


to that purpose.” Tie king was much dis- | said by Hollingshead and others to have hap- 


pleased at this answer, but nevertheless cave 
them time to think upon it; and requived 
them to meet him again the 14th of Jan. 1207, 
at London ; to which time and place this par- 
hament was adjourned. The day being core, 
and the parliament, with the clergy mct, Ro- 
bert de Winchelsea, abp. of Canterbury, made 
the following specch to his brethren :— 

‘ My-lords,—It is very well known to you 
and all the world, that under the Almighty 


God we have both a spiritual lord and a| 


temporal ore. The spiritual lord is our 
holy father the pope, and the temporal, our 
Jord the king. And though we owe them 
both obedience, yet we are under more 
subjection to the spiritual. But to do all that 
is 1N Our power to please both, we are willing 
to send special messengers to our holy father 
the pope, at our own expence, to desire that 
he would grant us leave to oblize the king in 
this matter; or, at least, we shall have an an- 
swer from him what we ought to do. We 
do believe, that our sovercign lord the king is 
as fearful of incurring this sentence of excoin- 
mnunication as we ourselves can be. So, my 
dear lords, we desire that you would send some 
select persons out of your body, to imforin the 
king of this matter, for we, verily, notwith- 
standing we know the kiag’s anger to be raised 
against us, dare to speak the truth at all 
times.’ We find that the king was not so much 
afraid of the pope’s bull as the abp, pretended. 
For, he had no sooner heard the clergy’s an- 
swer to his demand, than he immediatcly put 
the abp, and the whole body of the English 
clergy, out of his protection and defence; and 
ordered that all their lands and possessions, 
throughout the whole realm, should be scized 


| 
knights there assembled, passed an ordinance, 


yened at a parliament cailed to meet at Sa- 
pbury, at which meeting the clergy were to- 
tally excluded. ‘Phe king insisted that most 
tof the nobility, there pre-cut, should attend 
I hin to the French war, but many excused 
themselves, whercat Edw. beme greatly moved, 
‘ plainly told them that they should go, or he 
} would give their lands to those thar would, 
; Phe nobles were very much offended at this 
hluatness in the king; and some of them, 
the chictest, viz. the carl of Hereford and the 
earl mareschal, told the king, that they were 
ready to attend hun, if he went in-person, 
otherwise they would not go. ‘The mareschal 
added, thatat the kine went, he should wal- 
linsly attend Lian in his wars, aud take hits 
hereditary post in the vanguard of the army. 
‘ But,’ says the king, ‘you shall go, whether [ 
do or not” ¢ Lian not so bound,’ quoth the 
earl, ‘neither do [ purpose to go without vou,’ 
The king, then mea great rage, sud, § By God, 
sir earl, you shall cither go or hang? © And 
sir king, by the same oath,’ rephed the earl, 
boldly, «J will neither go nor hang.” And so 
they both left the king abruptly, without taking 
any Icave, and the parhament broke up, with- 
ont domg any further business, Fdward, atter 
this, resolved to go over im person, but the 
lords would not go along with him, = Yet, not- 
withstanding the all correspondence between 
the king and these great men at this assembly, 
it seems they agreed well enough how to pro- 
ceed with the clergy; for Vyrrel, from an ano- 
nymous Chronicle in the Bodleian Library, re- 
lates, ‘ That the king and his barons and 


that if the clergy did not make their peace 
with the king, within a certain time then li- 
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mited, they shout! lose all that was already 
seized by the king, and it shouid not be lawiul 
fur any one, fru thenceforth, to have any 
euDuneD dealing with them.—-See ‘Vyrrel’s 
hist. of England, vol. i. p. 107. 

But, to close up the diflcrences with the 
discontented lords in time, the revcnts thought 
proper to calla parlament i in prince Edward’s 
name, and ty suminon them to meet at Lon- 
don, on the 10th of Oct. 1297. Vhe lords paid 
a willing obedicoce to this new sunimons trom 
them future king, and came at the time aud 
place appoiwted. Lowcver, they did not come 
withouta styone guard to sccure their persons ; 
having 500 horsemen, well armed, and a large 
body “of chuice foot to attend them. Nor 
would they enter the city, until they were al- 
lowed to place a suticient number of their own 
men at each gate of it tor their better security. 
This being granted, the lords came quietly tu 
their seats in parhament; where, after many 
consultations, the lords would azree to no re- 
conciliation, unless the king would cousent to’ 
conitin Magna Charta, and the Charter of 
Forests, with some additional articles: and 


‘or vexatious tax either from the clergy or the 
people, for the future, without the advice and 
consent of his Great Men. Further that all 
rancyur and malice miget from henceforth be 
removed from the minds of them and all 
others their associates, the following writing 
was agreed to, and ordered tu be drawn up i 
these words’: — 

‘No manner of. tax or aid shall cither be 
imposed or gathered by us or our heirs, tor the 
future, on our kingdom, without the common 
consent and frec-will of the ubps. bps. and 
other prelates, the earls, barous, kingtits, bur- 


fesses, and Slice free men of ‘is molt We. 


will not take to ourscif any corn, wool, hides, 
or any other kind of aoods W hatGecer: with- 
out the consent of the person to whem such 
guods belong. We will yot take for the future, 

IN any name, or on any occasion AUliubiecer. 
evil toll (k) of any pack ‘at wool, We will and 
grant for us andour heirs, that all the clergy 
and Jaity of the kinedesm shai bave all their 
laws, hiberues,’ and Customs, as freely and 
fully as ever they enjosed them at any tine. 
And if any thing be enacted or ordained 
against any article. i in this present writing by 
Us or Our ance cstors, or ov Dew Cuslorns mitro- 
” duced, we will and vrant that such customs or 
statutes be for ever null and void. We do 
remit also, to Humphry de Bohun, cart of 
Hereford and Essex, constable of England; 

Roger Bygot, qarl of Norfolk, marecchal of 
England ; and others the earls, barons, knights, 
esquires, ‘and to Jobn de Ferrars, and to all 


(k) Mala Tolia, Evil Toll—See Spelman’s 
Glossarium ad Decem Scriptores. ‘The tax 
was 40s. for every sack of wool.—See Statutes 
at Large, ahd Coke’ ’s 2d Inst. p. 526, for this 
memorable statute. 


i 
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| cle, to the best of their 
that he would neither desire nor exact any aid | 
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others his colleagues and conf-derates, and also 
to all those that hold 201. lands, either of us in 
chief or of others in our kingdum who were 
suinmoned to go into Flanders and did not 
appear, all manner of rancour and ill-will 
which tor the atoresaid causes we might have 
taken against them, and also all kinds of trans- 
gressions which to us or ours may have been 
done, to the making of this present writing. 
And, for the greater security of this matter, 
we will and grant, fur us and our heirs, that 
all abps. and bps. ‘of England shall for ever in 


their cathedral churches have this present _ 


Writing read, and shall publickly excommuni- 
cate as well there as cause it to be done in the 
several parish churches throughout their dio- 
ceses, twice mm a year, all those who shall seek 
to weaken the furce of these presents in any 
‘article, or in any manner whatsoever. In tes- 
timony of which we hive put our scal to this 
present w riting, together with the seals of the 
eps. bps. earls, barons, and others, who of 
their own accord swore to observe strictly the 
tenor of these presents, in all and every arti- 
owers. And for the 
due observance of whic they promised alt 
their aid and advice for eyer.’ 

The young Prince did not hesitate to con- 
firm the decree, as far as it was in his powers 
and gave the offending lords his letters patents 
to'them and all their “followers, that no harm’ 
should cone ty them; and’ promised also im 
the suid letters that he would do his utmost to 
induce his father to consent to all their de- 
mands. Likewise all the king’s council, pres 
sent at this parliament, promised to act ac- 
cordingly. Messengers were immediately dis- 
patched to the king in Flanders, with letters 
jutunating, that if he regurded his own honour 
and satery, or hoped to preserve his kingdom, 
he should send back the aforesaid articles con— 
firmed and sealed. ‘The king being driven to 
2 strait, took 3 days to consider of this nes- 
sage; and then, that he might gain the hearts 
of the revoelters once more to lnm, consented 
to all, and confirmed them accordingly, For 
this extraordinary concession of the king, the 
parliament eranted him a 9th peuny on the 
laity; and the abp. of Canterbury with his 
clerey a 10th; the abp. of York, with his 
clerey, who were more in the neighbourhood 
of danger, a 5th penny, as a subsidy to carry 
on the war against Scotland. 

Edward having concluded a truce for two 


years with France, turned all his thoughts on: 


Scotland, and sent word to the carl ot War- 
ren, his general, not to proceed with the 
army any farther than Berwick till his return. 
He arnved there in person some short time 
after; and the first thing he did was to re- 
move the courts of Exchequer and Kiny’s 
Bench frem London to York; and then he 
called a parliament to meet in that city, where 
the Scotch lords were again summoned to ap- 
pear at it; which they not regarding, he sent 
out his commission of array, ordering all his 
subjects to be ready-with horse and harness; 


¢ 
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at Rokesborough, on the feast of St. Jolin Bap- 
tist following, which was done accordingly. At- 
ter this happened the battle of Falkirk ; in 
which the English gained a compleat victory 
over the Scotch army, and retook all the towns 
and fortresses which had been lust in the king's 
absence. 

Soon after the king’s return, he called a par- 
Hament to London (/) to meet in Lent, 1299, 
The first thing that was done at this mecting 
was to read before them the Pope's metrument 
of award, between the two kings of France and 
England, who had agred to make him, as a 
private person, only, under the name of Be- 
nedict Cajetan, the amicable composer and ar- 
biter of all wars, controversies, differences, and 
causes whatever moved between them. This 
character was worthy of the Christian Poutitf; 
and accordingly he did award aad pronounce : 
1. That there should be a firm and stable peace 
between the two kings. 2. That the voluntary 
forbearing of hostility, and the truce lately 
made and confirmed between the two kiie-, 
&c, should be inviolably observed. 8. Thar the 
king of England should marry Margaret the king 
of France’s sister, and endow her with 15,0001, 
Tournois (i. e, $7501. st.) peran. 4. That Isa- 
bel, the daughter of the king of France, not 
then 7. years old, should, at convenient time, 
be married to Ed. ‘the king of Eughiud’s son, 
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his return, he issued out writs, dated at Ber- 
wick, for calling a parliament to meet him at 
Wesuninster the 2d Sunday in Lent; in which 
the Great Charters were renewed and confirm- 
ed, and a new statute was made tor the better 
explaining them, called 4 Articuds super Char- 
tas,’ or arucles npouthe charters.—Sce Statutes 
atlarge, an, 1300, Coke's 2nd Inst. 537. 

Qn the 12th Jan, 1501, Edward called a par- 
liament to mect at Lincoln, At the opening 
of this assembly, Roger de Brabazon, the king’s 
chicf secretary and privy councellor, made them 
a specch on the king’s behalt, to this effect. 
‘His majesty has ordered me to let you under- 
stand, that whatever he lath done in his late 
wars, hath been performed by your joint con- 
sent and allowance; but that lately, by reason 
of the sudden incursion of the Scots, and the 
malicious contrivances of the French, the king 
hath been put to such extraordinary expences, 
that being quite destitute of money, he there- 
tore desires a pecuniary aid of you, viz. a 15th 
of your temporal estates.” Wereupon the no- 
bility and commons began to murmur, and 
complained grievously agaist the king's me- 
nial servants and oflicers, for several violent 
depredations and extortions. Afterwards, they 
desired that the liberties contained in the 


Great Charter should remain for ever in full 


force. Alsu, they requested the king that the 


then 13 years of age, with the dower of 16,000L. ; distorestings, by which the richer sort had en- 


Tournois per. an, 5. ‘That all geods on either 
side, ships especially, taken betore the war, 
and then not embezzled or de-troved, should be 
restored ; and if destroyed and not to be found, 
then either king to make satisfaction at the re- 
quest otf each other. 6. Uhat all the lands, vas- 
sals, and gouds, which the hing of England had 
in France before the war, which he amay hitve 


t 


| 


t 
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crouched much upon the poor, and which he 
had often promised should be amended, might 
he now ordered to be done without more de- 
lay. These and some other articles, which 


I they earnestly pressed the king to grant, pro- 


tracted this session several days. At last, says 
or authority, the king perceiving that they 
wotd not desist frum ther demands, nor would 


restored to him by virtue of this compromise, | supply his necessitics without they were grant- 


he should have and enjoy under such conditions 
and security as shall be awarded. 7. Jhut all 
the lands, vassals, and goods, which the king of 
France was then pussessed of, tuat were the 
king of England’s before the war, and those 
the king of England was then possessed of, 
should be put into the hands and posses- 
sion of the Pope, and so to remain until the 
kings themselves agreed about them, or he 
should order what was therein to be donc, with- 
out prejudice to the lands, vassals, and goods ; 
or the kings, as to the possession, detention or 
property of them.’ This award was dated at 
the Pope’s palace at Rume, on the 20th of 
June, 1298, 26th Ed. J.; to which, when it was 
read in parliament, all the clergy and laity gave 
their consent. . 
In the spring of 1300, Edward made another 
tnroad into Scotland, and again subdued those 
resolute spirits, and ubliged thei to sue to bin, 
in a most submissive manner, for peace. At 


(7) This parliament, as Stowe writes, was 
held at Stebenheath, [Stepney,] near London, 
in the house of Henry Wallies, then Mayor of 
London,—Stowe’s Chron, 


ed; he answered, that he was ready to do 
what they would have him, and if they had 
any thing clse to ask, it should be granted. 
Then the Charter of Liberties and that of the 
Forests were again renewed, and scaled with 
the king’s seal; they were aticrwards carried 
uito every county in England, and when read 


' before the peopic, the sentence of the greater 


excommunication, as ordaincd by the abp. of 
Canterbury, and the rest of the bps. against 
the violaters of them, was proclaimed amongst 
them. For this confirmation of their liberties, 
this parbament granted the king a 15th of all 
their moveable guods to take place at Michael- 
mas following. 

Mr. Tyrrel has given us an abstract from an 
old MS. Chronicle, wherein the insolent de- 
mands of the barons run near as high against 
this great king, as they did against his weak 
father: the great council of the nobility being 
continued, after the commons were risen, till 
towards the latter end of Lent, they began to 
fall upon several rash and imprudent projects 
and demands; as, that the chancellor, chief- 


justice, and treasurer should be chosen and 


appomted by the community of the kingdom ; 
which so far provoked the king, that he re- 


e 
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turned them this resolute answer :— I per- 
ceive you wuuld at your pleasure make your 
king trackle to you, and bring hin under sub- 
Jecuon. Why have you hut asked the crown 
of me also? whilst at the same time yon look 
upon that a very fit and necessary tor your- 
selves, which vou grudge me that am your 
king: for it is lawful for every one of you, as 
master ot his own tunily, to take iu, or turn 
ont what servants he pleases; but if may vot 
appoint iny chancellor, chiefyustice, justic:ary, 
and treasurer, L will be no luncer your king; 
yet if they, or any other officers shall do you 
any wrong or injustice, and coinplaint be inade 
of it tome, you shall then have some reason 
to complain if you are not righted.’—This 
reasonable answer made those ashamed that 
were for these alterations: and the major part 
of the nobility, seeing these desizns to be vain 
and frivolous, humbly begzed the king’s pardon 
for their presumption. ‘The king aud his ba- 
rons being thi pertectly reconciled, an elecant 
cptstic, as Mat. Westin. calls it, was written 
to the pope, sealed with 100 seals, in order tu 
prove the right which the English kinus had to 
the crown of Scotlaud, from the earliest tines, 
avainst the false suegestions, adds he, of the 
penured Scots, who had avouched otherwise. 
n this parliament, also, the king created his 
eldest son, prince Edw. prince of Wales and 
earl of Chester, to the no small jov of the 
Welch, as this prince was born amongst them. 
One great end of a parl.’s being called by 
the king at this time wus, to lay beture them a 
letter he had received from the pope; wherein 
his holiness claimed the kingdom of Scotland, 
as a richt beloneing to the sec of Rome. The 
pe alledved, in this letter, that the king of 
neland, buth avainst reason and justice, had 
made that clan; for which he gave the follow- 
ing reasons :— 1st. That Henry IIT. had asked 
aid of Alexander, king of Scotland, against 
Simon Montfurt, and his other rebellious ba- 
rons; and the-saine king Henry acknowledged 
by his letters, that he sought not this aid from 
the said king Alex. as a service due to him, 
but merely out of favour. 2nd. When the 
said kind Alex. came to the coronation of the 
said Henry, he came, only, as a friend and out 
of kindness, &c. And, as Edw. king of Eng- 
land, after the death of Alex. had attacked 
and subdacd the realm of Scotland, for want 
of a governor, to himself, he declared it was 
contrary to justice and the liberty of the see 
of Rome. And that the said king Edw. had 
suppressed all the Scutch bishops, and held 
them under subjection to him, against the con- 
stitution of the Catholic church in general, and 
the see of Roine in particular” The king, by 
the advice of his parliament, returned this an- 
swer to that part of the letter wherein the pope 
commanded Edw. to send his proctérs and 
messenyers to the court of Rome, to shew 
what right he had to claim the realm of Scot- 
land, ‘ That he did not think fit to say any 
ane it hirnself, but that the whole Barony 
of England would write to his holiness, that 
VoL, 1. 
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their king could not act in that manner, nor 
reter a right, which was so clear and open, to 
the doubtiul judgment of another court.’ How- 
ever, the king himself thought proper to dis- 
semble his anger against the holy father; and 
accordingly answered the pope’s letter in a 
very submissive manuer: he was, also, very 
copious in the declaration of his right that he 
had to Scotland, and began his claim trom 
king Brute and his Trojans; and, no doubt to 
amuse the Italians, who could -not contradict 
it, carried his title clear through the -tabulous 
history of Geviry Monmouth, &c. But the 
lords were more expligit in theirs, and made 
out their meaning very plain to his holiness ; 
which letter is preserved in Rymer’s . Foedera, 
and 15 deserving a place in our history. The 
following is a translation of it :-— 

* Yo the most holy Father in Christ, Boni- 
face, by Divine Providence, sovereign Pontiff 
of the see of Rome, his obedient sons, John 
eal Warren, Th. earl of Lancaster, Ralph de 
Mopunt-hernier, eari of Gloucester and Here- 
ford; Humphry de Bohun, earl of Herttord and 
Frsex, and cunstable of England; Roger Bigod, 
earl of Norfolk, and mareschal of England; 
Guy earl of Warwick, Richard earl of Arun- 
del, Aduiner de Valence, baron of Manterney ; 
Henry de Lancaster, b. of Monmouth; Jo 
de -Hastings, b. of Bergevenny ; H. de Percy, 
b. of ‘Topcehte; Edin. de Mortimer, b. of Wigs 
more; hob. Fitz-Walter, b. of Wodham; Win. 
b. Molyns; J. de St. John, b. of Hannak ; 
Hush de Vere, b. of Swancstanpe; Wm. de 
Breuse, b. of Gower; Rob. de Monthault, b. 
of Ifawardyn ; Rub. de Tateshall, b. of Buck- 
enham; Reinold de Grey, b. of Ruthin; Ii. 
de Grey, b. of Codnore; H. Bardolph, b. of ° 
Wirmgeye; Robert de Tonny, b. of Castle- 
Mawde ; Rob. de Clittord, chattellaine of A, - 
plebv; Peter de Malo Lacu, or Mawley, b. 
of Mulerave; Win. de Ros, b. of Hamlake ; 
Philip, b. of Kime; Rob. Fitz-Roger, b. of 
Clavering ; John de Mohun, b. of Dunester ; 
Almerick de St. Amand, b. of Widehay ; Wm. 
de Ferrers, b. of Groby ; Alan de Zouch, b. of 
Ashby; Theo. de Verdon, b. of Webberley ; 
Tho, de Furnival, b. of Sheflield ; Thomas de 
Multon, b. of Egremont; Wm. le Latimer, b. 
of Torby ; Tho. Baron Berkely; Fowlk Fitz- 
Warren, b. of Mitington; John, b. Segrave ; 
Fdm. de Eincourt, b. of Thurgarton; Peter 
Corbet, b. of Cauz; Win. de Cantilupe, b. of 
Ravensthorpe: J. de Beanchamp, b. of Hacche, 
Roger de Mortimer, b. Penkethlin; John 
Firz-Reimold, b. of Blenleveny; Ralph de 
Nevil, b. of Raby; Brian Fitz-Alane, b. of 
Bedale; Wm. Marshal, b. of Hengham ; 
Walter, b. of Huntercombe ; Wm. Martin, b. 
of Cameis ; H. de Tyes, b. of Chilton ; Ro 
le Warre, b. of Iseficld; J. de Rivers, b. of 
Angre; John de Lancaster, b. of Grisedale ; 
Rob. Fitz-Pain, b. of Lainnier; H. Treyvoze, b. of 
Garinges; Ralph Pipard, b. of Lunford; Wal- 
ter, b. Fauconberge ; John le Strange, b. of 
Cnokyn; Roger le Strange, b. of Ellesmere ; 
T. de Chaureis, b. i a Walter de Beau- 


~ 


‘realm o 
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champ, b. of Alcester ; Rd. Talbot, b. of Eccles- 
well; J. Bottecourt, b. of Mendsham; J, En- 


aim, b. of Colum; II. de Points, b. of Corv- | 
Malet; Adam, b. of Well; Simon, b. of Mon- | 


tacute; Johu, b. of Sulle: J. de Mocelles, b. 
of Candebury ; Edmund, b. Stattord; J. Lo- 
vell, b. of Berckingy ; Edin. de Hastings, b, of 
Enchnnachelmok ; Ralph Fitz-William, b. of 
Grimthorpe ; Robert de Scales, b. of Neusells; 
Wm. Tuchet, b. of Lewenhules ; J. ap Adan, 


b. of Deverstone ; J. de Havering, b. of Grate . 
ton; R. la Ward, b. of Wintchall; Nich. de | 


Segrave, b. of Stowe; Waiter de Tev, b. of 
Stonegrave ; John de Lisle, b. of Wadton; 
Eustace, b. Hacche; Gil. Pecche, hb. of Corby; 
Wn. Painell, b. of Trackington ; Boo de Kne- 
vill, b. of Whitc-Minster ; Foulk Je Strange, b. 
of Corsham; H. de Pynkeny, b. of Wedon; 
J. de Hodeleston, b. of Anevs ; Jf. de Hurting- 
field, b. of Bradenham; Hugh Vitz-lenury, b. 
of Ravenswath; J. le Breton, b. of Sporle; 


'. Nich. de Carrue, b. of Mulesford; Th. b. de 


de la Roche; Walter de Muncie, h. of Thorn- 
ton; John Fitz-Marmaduke, b. of LLordene ; 
John, b. of Kingston; Rob. Uastings, b. of 
Desiree; Ralph, b. Grendone; Win. b. Lev- 
bourne; John de Greystock, b. of Morpeth; 
Mat. Fitz-John, b. of Stockenham ; Nic. Mcy- 
nil, b. of Wherlton; and J. de Pamell, b. of 
Ateli, devoutly kiss his blessed feet.” 

_ Qur holy mother, the church of Rome, by 
whose ministry the catholic faith is governed, 
as we firmly hold and believe, procecds upon 
mature deliberation in her resolutions; takes 
care to prejudice no man: and is as solicitous 


_ to preserve the rights of other people as uf her 


own. Verily, being summoned by our most 
serene lord, Edward, by the grace of God, the 
ulustrious hing of England,-to his gencral par- 
hament holden at Lincoln, the saine our ee 
the king shewed us some apostohe lctters, 
which, upon certain athtrs touching the con- 
dition and state of the realm of Scotland, he 
had received from your holiness, and seriously 
communicated them to us all, Which letters, 
having heard and diligently considered, we 
were extrewiely shocked at the contents of 
them, boing altogether new and unprecedent- 
ed. Itis well known, most holy father, both 
in these parts, and other countries, that the 

{ England, from its first institution, 
with the kings thereof, as well in the times.of 
the Britons as Saxons, had an absolute domi- 
nion over that of Scotland ; #xnd, in sneceeding 
times, have always kept the possessiou, es the 
Buperionty over the suid realin, nor in any 
timcs, did the said realm, by any right 
whatsoever, belong, m temporals, to the see of 
Rome, but rather the said realm of Scotland 
‘was always feudal to the progenitors of our 
lord the king, from all antiquity. Nor were 


‘the kings of Scotland, or their kingdom, ever 


subject or accustomed to submit to any other 
than’ to the kings of England. Neither have 
ihe kings of England, in their said kingdom, 
eyer subuittgd their rights, in temporals, to 
any ecclesiastcal or secular court ; have never 
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answered to them, nor onght to answer, but 
have invioktbly observed to keep up the tree 
pre-emincnee, state, and dignity of the said 
Kingdom, at alltimes. Whence, upon a due 
dchberation and treating upon the contents of 
vour imemorable letter, the common and una- 
DinoOUS consent of all and singular was, is, and 
will be, God willing, for ever. That our atore- 
said Jord the king onght not to answer judi- 
‘cially before you, nor submit his rights over 
the reahn of Scotland, nor any ether of his 
temporal rights whatsoever, to your doubttub 
)Judvment. Neither has he any reason to send 
bis messengers ur proctors to plead for him in 
/vour presence 3 particularly, when the pre- 
Onises will anost manitestly tend te the disin- 
heriung of the right of the English crown, and 
its roval dignity, and the utter subversion of 
the state of the said kingduim; and be a pre- 
jadice to our Tibertics, customs, and paternal 
laws; the observation and defence of which 
we stand obliged, by our oaths, to defend; and 
which, by the help of God, we will with all 
our power and strength maintain, Neither 
shall we in any wise permit, as we tan and 
ought to hinder, such unaccustomed doings 3 
nor shill we suffer our aforesaid lord the king 
in any manner to attempt to do, if he would, 
such undue, prejudicial, and heretofore, un- 
heard of actions. Therefore, we humbly and 
reverently beseech your holiness, that you 
would kindly permit our sovereign lord ‘the 
king (who, amongst other princes of the earth, 
shews himself a true catholic, and devoted to 
the sce of Rome) to possess quictly, all his 
richts, Jibertics, customs, and laws, without di- 
minution or disturbance. In testimony of which 
we have put uur scals to these presents, as well 
for ourselves, as for the whole community of 
the aforesaid realm of England.” 

Mat. Westminster mentions two parliaments, 
ora prorogation of the same, to be held in the 
nest vear. The business they were both called 
for was in order to be consulted about making 
a peace with France. Tu the first, it was the 
comnussioners desire that the king himself 
should go into France, and treat personally 
with the French king about it; a resolution, 
add they, that the great men of both kingdoms 
would applaud, and what the middle and lowest 
sort of people could not be grieved at. But, at 
the next mecting, this motion being again made 
it Was strenuously opposed, and a quite con- 
trary resulution was taken by the whole body, 
viz. ¢ Fhat the king should remain in bis own 
dominions, and not go abroad out of England, 
on any cominand or pretence of the French 
king’s whatsover. 

There is some notice taken of a parliament 
in the Public Acts, said to be called in Lent, 
1305, wherein the king ordains 4 of his chap- 
lains to be receivers of pctitions at it. But 
Ryley has preserved a great deal of a parlia- 
ment ahich his authorities say was held at 
Wesminster, on the Sunday after the feast of 
st. Matthew, in the 33rd of this reign. The pri- 
marv' ceremonials of which, as they are very 
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circnmstantial, may give our readers a notion | the parliaments in this king’s reign, with the 
of the whole proccedings of such an assembly | tolluwing complete, 
in those times; translated from the old French : ie ers 
gh lignes: First, ie was onlincd bute king, List of the Prelates, Abbots, and Barons in this 
that sir Gilbert de Roubiry, master John de | partiament, 
Caam, sir John de Kirkchy, and master John! =“ The names of those who were summoned 
Bush, should be receivers of all the petitions of | to parliauent, in the 35th year of Edw. I. at 
those who shall be petitioncrs of this parlia- | Carlisle, in the Octaves of St. Hillary, Jan. 21, 
ment, at Westminster. And, upon this, pro- | 1307, in order to trent upon the affairs of Scot~ 
clamation was made, by the king's command, , land, and other matters specially relating to 
in the great hall at Westminster, at the chun- | this kinedoin, j 
cery-bar, and before the courts of the king’s Barovs.—Kdw. P. of Wales; H. Lacy, eart. 
bench and exchequer, in the gmildhull of Lon- | of Lincolu; Ralph Mounthermer, earl of Glou- 
don, and in Westehepe, in these words : ‘know | cester and Hereford; Th, e. of Lancaster ; 
all those that come with petitions to this ap- | Minnphrey Bohun, e. of Hereford and: Essex ;- 
reaching parhament, that they deliver them, | Johu Warren, ¢. of Surrey ; Edm. e. of Arun- 
from dav to dav, betwixt this time and the | dale; Jolin de’ Britain, e. of Richmond; Guy 
{st Sunday in Lant, at the firthest, to sir | Beanchainp, c. of Warwick; Rob. Vere, e. 
Gilbert de Roubiry, master John de ed of Oxford’; Gilbert Umtreville, e. of Angos ¢ 
&c. or to any of them, who are appointed | Henry of Lancaster, Aymer of Valence, John 
to receive them, to the aforesaid time, at; Ferrers, Wenry Piercy, Hugh Spencer, Rob. 
the farthest. And by this ordinance and pro- { Fitz-Walter, Win, Latimer, Rob. Clifford, Rob, 
clumation all petitions shall be given m xc- | Monthault, Hugh de Veer, Walter Faulcon- 
eordinely.? The business of the session being | berze, Ralph Basset of Draiton, Roger la 
over, the following proclamation was made by | Warr, J. Paynell, Alex. Balliol, Hugh Pointz, 
the king’s conmand; which scetas to be the | Roger Mortimer, Wm. Rither, Reg. de-Gre ; 
method of dissolving a parliament at that time. | Walter de Muncy, Rob. de Scales, Adam de 
* All abps. bps. and other prelates, carlx, ba- ; Well, Almaric de 8t. Ainand, Win. Cantalupe, 
rons, knights of shires, citizens, and burgesses, | John Eneaiene, Gilb. Peche, John de Claver- 
and all other of the commons which are come, | ing, Wm. de Leyburn, John de Beauchamp of 
by the command of onr sovervien lord the king | Somerset, Win. Grandison, John Hastings, 
to this purliament, the king vives them many | John le Mare, John de Rivers, John de Mo- 
thanks for their coming, and wills that, as they | hun, Peter de Mawley, Rob. Fitz-Pain, Hugh 
have desired, they thay return into their own | de Courtney, Edm. Deyncourt, John St. John 
country; going torthwith and without delay, | of Lagcham, Geoffrey de Geynual, Thomas de 
notwithstanding other commands, except the | Furnival, Robert de Tony, Th. de Berkeley, 
bishops, earls, barons, justices, and others, who | Win. de Brewse, Peter Corbet, Wm. Martin, 
are of the kiny’s counsel, and those must not | Thomas de Multon, John ap Adam, Philip de 
depart without special leave from the king. | Kyme, Jolin de Scgrave, Rob. Fitz-Roger, John 
Those, also, who have business have leave to | U/ Mstrange, John LIsle, John de Sudley, Simon 
follow it. And the kuiehts which are come | Mountacute, Walter de Tey, Edin. de Hast- 
for the shires, and others for the cities and | ings, John de Lancaster, John de St. John, 
boroughs, may apply themselves to sir John de | H. ‘Tregoze, John Lovel de Tichmerch, Alan 
Kirkehy, who will give them briefs to recetve | la Zouch, Uenry Teves, Nich. Segrave, Fulke 
their wages in their several conntries. And j Fitz-Warren, Jobu Fiv-Reignald, Geoff. Cam- 
the ufsresaid John de Kirkeby, is hereby com- | vile, Win. le Vavasour, Win. de Ferrers, Rob, 
mandcd to deliver, to the chauceller, the names | Grendon, Edm, Baron of Stafford, Ralph Fitz- 
of all the knichts of shires, and the names of William, Th. de la Roche, Theobald de Ver~ 
all the citizens and burgesses that come for} don, jun. Win. Tuchet, LL. Hussey, 
such bricfs for their expences.” | _ Bishops, —Abp. of York, bishops of Lincoln, 
The last parliament called by this king, met | Londun, Chichester, Exeter, Hereford, Salis- 
at Carlisle on the 2ist of Jan. 1807, Phe first | bury, Landat, St. Asaph, Bangor, St. Davids, 
bnsitices of this assembly was ta consider of | Coventry and Litebticld, Bath and Wells, Nor- 
means to secure the possession of Scotland, by | wich, Rochester, Durham, Carlisle, Ely, Wore 
uniting that kingdom to England, as appears | cester, Winchester, eve 
hy the writs dated at Lanercost, Nov. 3, pre- | Abbots.-—Of St. Augustine in Canterbury, 
| 


ceding. At this mceting, also, great complaints | St. Kdimuind’s-Bury, St.-Alban, Westminster, 
wcre made by the barons against one Vein, | Walthain, Evesham, St. Mary at York, Peter. 
Testa, an Italian priest, sent by the pope, for | borough, Ramsey, Winchecomb, Gloucester, 
several oppressions and exturtions of money, | Bristol, Maline~bury, Glastenbury, Selby, Ci- 
from the churches and monasteries of this | rencester, Reading, Furneys, Sawley, Alnwick 
kingdom, not heretotore used. It was there- | St. Osith, Barlinges, Tupholm, Biley, Dale, 
tore prohibited the said priest, by the consent | Newhus, Croxton, Cockersand, St. Radegound, 
of the earls and barons, to do any thing of | Tichfield, Torre, Wolmecolthram, Welbeck, 
the like nature for the future; and messen- | Hales, New Minster, Joreval, Fountaines, By 
gers were ordered to be sent to the pope to | land, Maux, Kyrkestall, Roche, Rufford, Vale 
prevent such proceedings from that see. dieu, Grendon, Stanley in Arden, Pipewell, 

‘We shall conclude our historical account of | Combe, Basingwerke. ap 
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Price of provisions in this reign. 

In 1288 wheat was sold at London for 
Ss. dd. a cjuarter, when it was dearest; and in 
other parts abroad for 20, 16, and 12d. the 
quarter; and m the west and north parts for 
8d.; barley tor 6d. and oats tor 4d. the quaiter. 

/And in 1299, a fat cock was sold fur 3 half 
pence, two pullets for $ halrpence, a fat capon 
tor 24d. a goose 3d. a mallard 3 halfpence, a 
patridge 3 haltpence, @ pheasant 4d. a heron 
6d. a plover id. a swan 3s, a crane 12d. two 

“woodcocks 3 halfpence, a fat lamb from Christ- 
mas to Shrovetide 16d. and all the rest of the 
year 4d.—See Stowe’s Chron. 

Lures in this king's retyn. 

In 1276, Edward had @ 15th granted him by 
the earls, barons, great men, and commuuity 
of the kingdom; aud by the abp. of Cunter- 
bury and his suffragans, a subsidy of their 

oods (uot said how nich) as a free gift only, 
not to be drawn into exainple.—See Rot. Parl. 
4 Edw. D—In 1277, the huty gave him the 
12th part of their good:, towards carrviug on 
the war in Wales. In 1283, toward the war 
ageing the Welsh, the laity gave him a 30th, 
and the clergy a 20th part of their goods. 
Pope Nicholas IV. granted him the 10th of all 
ecclesiastical benctices, according to their true 
value, upon oath, throughout all England ; to 
ke received for the space of 6 years next en- 
suing, for the relict of the holy land against the 
Jurks.—See Wikes Hist. Ang.—In 129y, the 
abps. bps. abbots, priors, earls, barons, &c. 
granted a 15th of all their moveable goods, as 
appears by the chequer-roll in the 19th Fdw. I. 
with the king’s remembrancer. In 1294, the 

relates and clergy granted the moicty of their 

eneiices and goods. Aud in the same year, 
at a parliament holden on the 12th of Nov. 
at Westminster, when four knights were sun- 
wuoned from every cowity, to consult and con- 
sent to such things as the earls, barons, and 
great men should ordain, for themselves and 
the communities ofthe counties; they gare the 
king a 10ih of their maveable goods. In the 
same inonth the city of London granted a Gth 
part of their moveable goods, as a subsidy to- 
ward the war. About the same time there 
Were Cominissloners appointed to require, in 
person, the men of all his demesne-cities and 
tons In all the counties of England, by all 
ways they should sce expedient, to grant a 6th 
part, as London had done, that it might shew 
example to others of his demesne-towns, In 
1295, the clergy gave the king a 10th; the 
earls, Garons, kiights, and others of the king- 
dom, gave an 11th; and the citizens and bur- 
gesses, and other good men of his deinesnes, 
gave hima 7th of their moveable goods, In 
1296, the earls, barous, knights, aad others of 
the kingdom, yave a 12th part; the citizens, 
burgesses, and tenants of his demesnes, gave 
an 8th part. The clergy gave nothing, by rea- 
son of an inhibition the albp. had obtained from 

ope Boniface; which he caused to be pub- 
hed at this time in all the cathedrals. In 

1297, he had an 8th of all the laity, and a 
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10th of the clergy, for the confirmation of the 
Great Charter, and the Charter of the Forésts. 
The clergy of the province of Canterbury gaye 
a 10th; and the province of York.a 5th. In 
1301, upon his coutirmation of the perambu- 
lations of the forests, Ube laity ave hima 15th 
of their moveables, Robert abp, of Canter- 
bury, would grant nothing for the clergy with- 
out the special licence of the pope, In 1304, 
the king being ta Scotand, commissioners were 
appourted to tax cities, boroughs, and las 
deinesnes in cities and boroughs, either capi- 
tation by poll, or in common, as it might tur 
most to his advantage, In 1305, the king 
having summoned a parl, at Westminster to 
raise money for the war against the Scots, 
there was viven him by the clergy, nobility, 
and knights of the shires, the Souh penny of 
all thew moveable coads; and at the same 
time the citizens and burgesses gave a 20th 
of the sue estates. In this parliament, also, 
the abps. bps. prelates, earls, barons, and 
other tenants of hisdcmesnes, petitioned, that 
they might have leave to tahate their tenants 
of the sane demesues, as he had tahated them; 
and it was granted, And about this uine he 
had a 15th graated to bim in parliament. In 
1306, the king intendmg to knight his eldest 
son, sunmoned the abps. bps. abbots, priors, 
carls, barons, &c. to grant an atd ee that 
occasion. lie also scnt to all the sheriffs of 
England, to cause to come two knichts of 
cvery county, and of every city two citizcns, 
and of each borough one or two burvesses as 
as the borough was grea'er or Icss. The 
prelates, carls, barons, &c. and also the knights 
of shires, unanimously granted to the king for 
themselves, and the whole commanity of the 
kingdom, aJOth part all of thei temporgl nove- 
able goods, &c. for a competent aid toward 
the knighthood of his sou, and also for au aid 
toward his expences, which he was to be at in 
the war with Scotland. “The citizens and bur- 
gesses also unanimously granted a 20th. 


’ 


ae 
Enwarp ITI. 


The first parliaunent called by this king, was 
at Northampton, i 108, m the fivst year of 
his regu, and before his coronatiou, wherem 
It Was enacted, that the hase coin used in his 
father’s reign should not be refused upon pain 
of life and limb. Here the clergy granted a 
15th of their gouds, and the laty u 20th. An 
order was wade at Us time for the burial of 
the late king, who was solemuly brought from 
Waltham, and interred at Westunroster, with 
much tuneral pomp and ceremony, But to al- 
lay the young king’s gricf tor the loss of his fa- 
ther, a marriage was, also, concluded in this 
parliament between his favourite Pierce Gave~ 
ston, the new earl of Cornwall, and the daughter 
and heir of Gilbert de Clare, earl of Gloucester. 
Our modern historians are full of inveetives 
against the king’s favourite, Gaveston; and 
every fresh favour granted to this foreigner, by 
the king, imcreased the batred of the lords 
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against him. Rapin observes, ‘ that hardly | Ireland, over which kingdom he made hin go- 


would an Englishman raised to so high a station 
have been endured, much less a private Gascon 
gentiemian, in whom they discovered no other 
merit than a handsome face, an easy shape, and 
@ quick wit; very agreeable in cunversation, 
but little proper to govern a state.’ On the 
other hand, dr. Brady, trom sir Thos. de la 
More, who was servant to Edward II. and 
wrote his life, adds to the character of person 
and sense, which the’Muonsieur gives hun, ‘ that 
he was a great general and suiticiently skilful 
in nulitary affairs; which appeared by his ma- 
nagement of, and keeping in due subjection the 
Scots, when he commanded the English forces 
in that kingdom; and for which, adds our au- 
thorities, he was much envicd by those who saw 
his happy success.’ However, since the lords 
plainly saw that it was in vain to press the king 
to part with his favourite, and that he would 
never consent to it unless he was forced, they 
convened themselves at Ware, and from thence 
went to Northampton; and the king, having 
no forces to oppose them, was obliged to sum- 
mon a parliament to meet 15 days after, Which 
being met accordingly, at London, divers arti- 
cles were laid to the ped of the favourite, 
‘as abusing the king’s ear by obtaining inmo- 


derate grants to himself; his embezzling the. 


treasure of the kingdom, and taking the best 
jewels of the crown tu his own use.” Thus far 
Mr. Tyrrel; but he omits what J. Stowe adds 


in their complaint, though he quotes the very 


passage from that history, viz. that the lords 
tuld the king, ‘ that Gaveston’s father was ex- 
ecuted tor being a traitor to the king of France ; 
that his mother was burned tor a witch; and 
that the said Pierce was banished for consent- 
ing to his mother’s witchcraft ;\ and that be had 
now bewitched the king himselt’ Sce Stowe’s 
Hist. p. 213.—The king, as is said, hoping to 
divide the barons, and take otf some that had 
been the least provoked, proposed it to the 
abp. of Canterbury, the bp. of Durhain, the 
earls of Lancaster and Hereford, that he would 
refer all ditferences to them, and confrm what- 
sever they should judge most fit to be dune on 
this occasion. But the bps. and lords would 
not undertake the odium of such an arbitra- 
tion; and suid, ‘ they would act nothing 


without the general consent of all the rest of 


the barons, who would not be satistied with 
any thing less than that the earl of Cornwall 
should immediately quit the kingdom.’ This 
the king delaying to grant, they were about to 
take up arms; but, he, fearing the ill couse- 
quence of a downright denial, after many alter- 
cations with his nobles, was, ut last, obliged to 
art with his taveurite, and to bauish him from 
land for ever, This sentence had the ra- 
tification of all the estates: and to make it 
stronger on the king’s part, he confirmed it-by 
letters patents under the great seal, which let- 
ters patents, and the sentence of banishment, 
are to be found at large in Tyrrel’s Hist. vol. 3, 
. 229. All the mitigation the king coald gain 
munion, in this matter, was to send him into 


vernor; and the king himself bore him coin-— 
pany as far as Bristol. But this was not the 
only business transacted at this parlhament. 
The lords had a mind to fall upon new model 
ling the government avain; and accordingly 
resented an address to the king, complain- 
ing, ‘ that the state and his own houshold were 
so ill managed, that it was absolutely necessa- 
ry to find means to prevent the consequences 
of this disorder.’ They added, ‘ that the only 
proper method, as they thought, was for the 
king to leave to certain lords, appointed by the 
parhaument, the care of well governing the king- 
dom, and his own domestic affairs.” This very 
modest address, which his father would havé 
made them smart for, this weak prince gave his 
consent to; and without considering the con- 
sequence, says M. Rapin, of a condescension so 
pernicious to his authority and quiet, he per- 
mitted the parliainent to chuse 7 bishops, 8 


; curls, and 6 barons, to make the proposed re= 


culation. No sooner were these commissioners 
constituted, but they all took an oath, ‘ That 
they would make such ordinances as should be 
to the honour of God, the honour and profit of 
holy church, to the honour of their lord the 
king, and to the profit of him and his people, 
&c.’ After which they made several ordi- 
hances, to the number of 41, which will be 
tuund in dr, Brady’s Hist. p. 103, and is print- 
ed in his appendix, The same author has given 
us a translation of them, in effect, with the king’s 
confirmation of them, both of which are too long 
fur our purpose. | 

Another parliament met at Stamford, Jul 
96, 1809: it was summoned to suppress the it 
intentions of the Scots; but we do not find any 
thing done to that purpose. Here the king so 
far prevailed with the major part of the nubi- 
lity, there present, thatthey were content Pierce 
Gaveston should enjoy the earldom of Corn 
wall during life. 

On the 18th of Oct. 1310, the king held an- 
other parliament, or rather a picce of a parlia- 
ment, at York; for here scveral discontented 
lords retused to come; being greatly dissatis- 
fied at what was done at the last. At this 
mecting the renowned Pierce Gaveston ap- 
peared again, and took his place as earl of 
Cornwall; but he had much better have staid 
where he was, as the consequence will shew. 
The heads of the opposition, who refused their 
attendance, were the earl of Lancaster, the 
kiny’s cousin German; and the earls of War- 
wick, Oxford, Lincoln, and Arundale; whom 
dr. Brady calls The Ordainers. The chief busi- 
ness done at this meeting was, first the ki 
published his reasons for the recalling his fa- 
vourite, which were, ‘ that he was banished 
contrary to the laws and usages of the king-~ 
dom, which he, the king, -was bound to main- 
tain by the oath he took at his coronation ; and 
seeing he was, in the instrument of exile, stiled 
no otherwise than good and loyal, he returned 
at his commandment; and was ready to stand 
trial before him; and answer to all such as 
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would accuse him, every thing that should be | 
objected against him, according to the laws 
and usages aforesaid.’ ‘Yhis declaration was 
dated at York, Jan. 15, and directed to the 
sherilf of Yorkshire and all the sheriffs in Eng- 
Jand. The lords, who were assembled, neg- | 
lected not this opportunity offered them, and | 
represented to the king, ‘ that the laws and ; 
customs of the kingdoin were not observed, nor 
the late made Ordinances regarded.” Upon 
which the king, to obviate such reports, issued 
out another declaration, by which he com- 
manded the sheriffs of all counties to proclaim 
in full county, and in all cities, boroughs and 
market towns, and in other places which they 
should think expedient, ‘ that it was his yrcat 
care and chiet desire, his peace should eve 
where be observed, and that all the laws aud 
customs of the kingdom, used and approved in 
the time of his progenitors, and also all the or- 
dinances latcly made to the honour of God and 
holy church, and his own, to the profit of him 
cad his people, which were not to the dainage 
or prejudice of him and his crowg, or contrary 
to the laws and customs ufvresaid, should be 
Maintained and kept. Witness the king at 
York, Jan. 26..—See Brady’s App. No. 54.— 
The discontented lords were then in London, 
and the king, fearing some disturbance might 
happen, sent an order to the mayor, aldermen, 
and common council of London, £ to secure 
the city, so as by the mectings of the prelates, 
earls, barons and others, there might happen 
no hurt or danger to hin, or the city. The de- 
claration and order above, availing nothing to 
better the king’s cause ; nor another, wherein 
he sets forth, ‘that he was resolved to preserve 
the rights of his crown and roval dignity, the 
peace and tranquillity of holy church, and the 
whole people committed to his charge in all 
things ;’ in order to proceed, amicably, with 
the dissatisfied bishops and barons, and ac- 
cording to the power reserved in the protesta- 
tion he made when he contirmed the Ordinan- | 
ces, the king appointed commissioners out of 
those prelates and barons he had with him at 
York, to treat with those of the Secession at 
London, about the observation of the Ordi- 
nances, upon which were grounded all their 
pretences of discontent; and to reform and 
correct, by their good advice, all such things | 
in them as were prejudicial or injurious to ! 
hin, or contrary to the form of the commis- 
sion, before granted, if any such should ap- 
pear. The prelates, earls, and barons, who 
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an army, over which, by common consent, 
Thomas carl of Lancaster was made geucral, 
After which they sent a message to the king, 
‘that they besought him cither to debver 
Pierce Gaveston to them: or, as at had been 
ordained, command im instantly to depart 
the kingdom.’ The king, putting his favourite’s 
preservation on a footing with his own, retired 
with him from York to Newcastle ; where the 
barons and their army followed them, From 
thence they weut to ‘Tinmouth, where the king 
taking shipping, carricd Gaveston with hin to 
Scarborough, und placing hun in the strong 
eqstle there, he himself lett hin and went to 
York. The earl of Lancaster and his army 
still tollowed thein, aud coming before Scare 
borough castle, they besieged it; which, after 
some time, capitulating, Gaveston rendered 
himself upon condition, ‘ to stand to the judg- 
ment of the barons, and that he might once 
more speak with the king.’ But now, having 
him at their mercy, he found but # sinall share 
of it from them; for they soon after, without 
much process, beheaded hnn, as a public enc- 
my to the kingdom, Gaveston being thus cut 
off, the lords in the confederacy sent a haughty 
message to the king, proudly demanding, says 
Walsinghain, that their Ordinances should be 
confirmed and put in execution, threatening, 
‘ that, if it was not done speedily, they would 
come and compel hin to doit.’ And they 
united all ther forees, and quartered thern- 
selves in the country about Dunstable, ‘the 
king beige then at London, But soon atter, a 
treaty was set on foot betwixt the king and his 
barous, by the mediation of some bishops 3 
and articles of avrcemnent, 8 in nuinber, were 
settled betwixt them. By the first, it was sti- 
pulated, ¢ that che carls and barons, coucern- 
ed in the affur above, should come before the 
kins in Westin. hall, and with great humility, 
on them knees, make them subniission, and 
swear, if he so desired, that what they did, 
and fur which they had incurred tis displea- 
sure, was not done mi despivht of hin, and 
they should humbly pray lis forgivences, and 
recenwe it wida a vood will,” Ac. This sub- 
mission was to be made publicly, at the next 
parhament., But tor all that the king took the 
death of Gaveston so heavily, that he never 
forgave the authors of it; and, when he had 
It im his power, reveneed it severely ou them, 
In 1913, Fdward summoned a parliament to 
meet at Westin. on the 2ist of September. 
The earl of Lancaster came thither attended 


were then at London, excused themselves trom ! with a great number of armed men, raised 
treating concerning the Ordinances, in the ab- | from lus own tenants; notwithstanding the 
sence of the king, and sent him this answer, . king had sent him a positive mhibition against 


* that in his presence, whenever he pleased : it, as well as to some other lards of the same 


to call them together, they would treat upon 
the Ordinances, and shoald be ready to do all 
things according to his own protestation, and | 
also according to the protestation they made , 
at the time of publishing these ordinances. 
The seceding lords began now to declare 

openly, that ahey would by force drive ar 
veston from the king; and accordingly raised | 


party. When they were mnct, the king re- 
nuewed his complaints before the clergy and 
laity, § concerning the aflronts and injurics be 
had lately received from the barons ; of their 
taking Pierce Gaveston and cutting off his 
head, contrary to the articles he had made at 
his surrender.’ The confcilerate lords, on the 
uther side, unanimously answered to these acs 


% 
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cusations, * that they had in no wise offended , When the prelates, peers, and commons were 
the king tn what was bai to their charge, but ra- , there assembled,-they took into consideration 
ther deserved thanks and. good will froin him; | the sad condition of the kingdom, and how 
since they did not bring an army thither, in con- , to abate the excessive price of victuals, which 
tempt of his authority, ‘but only to destroy a! by reason.of the late bad years was grown so 
public enemy of the kingdom, who had been ‘ scarce that the ordinary people had much ado 
often banished by the community thereof, and | to live. The abps. bps. earls, barons, &e, 
which sentence had been confirmed by the presented a petition to the king and his coun- 
king bunself, as being a person who had not , cil, praying, that a proclamation might be is- 
only injured the king’s reputation, but hed | sued out settling the Price of Provisions in 
robbed the crown of its revenues, and had ¢the manner fullowmg -— 

raised perpetual disscntions betwist the king ; 6 Because, say they, that oxen, cows, mute 
and tus natural-born subjects.” They, also, | tons, hogs, gcese, hens, capons, chickens, pid= 
boldly declared, § That they would no longer | gcons, and eges, were excessive dear, that the 
trust to his vain promises, or be deferred. atry | best ox, not fed with corn, should be sold for 


lounger of their securities.’ “The queen, the 
bishops, aud the curl of Glocester, who was a 
feutral ford in this matter, undertook to settle 
these ditterences, and to make peace between 
them. By their mediation, theretore, the king 
was to remit his displeasure towards the lords, 
rovided that they and their adherents, did yn 
Vestm. hall, in full parliament, perform the 
Sulunissiva which liad been before agreed on, 
viz, ¢ That they should humbic themselves be- 
fure him, and beg his pardun ip whatever they 
had offended hin, and thereapon the king 
should again’ receive them into his grace and 
favour, and should look upon them tur the fu- 
ture as his hegemen and subjects; and, con- 
Orming all the articles requircd, should never 
- agzin question any inan for the death of Ga- 
veston, but should grant his charter of indem- 
pity to ull that should desire it.’ All which 
particulars being agreed to by the king, and 
performed by the cuntederacy, they, with the 
rest of the great inen of the kingdom, consi- 
dering the king's necessities, granted him a 
15th of all their moveable euods; and then the 
ariament was dissolved, every man goug 
ofc with joy and satisfaction. 

The affairs in Scotland, at this time, went 
worse than at home; Rub, Bruce, their new 
kiss, taking advantage of the civil dissentions 
in Eneland, had now reduced the greater part 
of that country to his obedience. ‘Yo recover 
what was lost, Edw. raised a vast army, and 
marched against the Scotch king; but inct 
with so great an overthrow at Bannockburn, 
that, after leaving the greatest part of his arm 
dead behind hin, he retired with much preci- 
pitauon to York. Herc it.was that he called 
a parliament, or a council of his shattered no- 
bility, to meet on the 15th of August, 1314; 
bnt the nation being in much consternation, 
by their late great loss, though this assembly 
sat, from the ume aforesaid until Michaelmas, 

nothing but the exchange of the lady of 
bert Bruce, and some other prisoners, was 
concluded at it—See Tyrrel and Brady. 

This devastation of men was followed by a 
dreadful famine which lasted 3 years, and de- 
stroyed un infmite number of people. To re- 
medy which, and to settle the price of provi- 
sions, which were grown excessive dear at that 
time, the king smmmoned a parliament to mect 
at Westm. on the 20th of Dec; ‘this year. 


' 46s, and no more: end if he was fed with 
corn, then for 94s. at inost. “The best live fat 
cow for 12s. A fat hog, of 2 years old, for 
bs.4d. A fat weather or mutton, unshorn, for 
| 2ud. and shorn for 14d. A fat goose for 24. 
A fat capon for 2d. A fat hen fora 1d. Two 
chickens for 1d. Four pidgeons for 4d: 
und 24 euss for 1d. And those who weuld 
not sclJ the things for these rates were to for- 
feit them to the king.’ Proclamation was 
made in every county mn England accordingly, 
Mr. Tyrrel observes, that silver was then at 
24d. the ounce, which must argue a great 
allay in it at that time. This petition being 
made by a parliament, from thence it became 
A temporary statute ; yet it did not take suffi- 
cient effect, by redson that the-scarcity of all 
provisions still mereased. A quarter of corn, 
being sold not long after for 20s. and barley 
for a mark ; the sheep bemg, also, mostly dead 
of the rot, and corn being so very dear, hogs 
and poultry could not be kept, whereby all 
manner of fresh meats became so scarce, thet 
the king, going to St. Albans in Nov. this 
vear, had much ado to get brend to sustain 
i his family. This parliam. however, granted 
the king # 20th part of their goods or move- 
ables; but in Staffordshire and Shropshire 
some refused to pay it, and hindered the col- 
lectors, appointed by the king, from gathering 
it. ‘Thejr pretence was, that this tax was 
vranted on certain conditions; viz. ©that the 
king should cause the great Charter of the Li- 
berues of England, the Charter of the Forest, 
the Ordinances made by the prelates, carls, 
and barons, and the Perumbulation of Forests, 
‘to be observed, which had not then been duly 
putin execution.” The king was much sur- 
prised and displeased at this remonstrance, 
since he had strictly commanded that all these 
laws should be kept, and had assigned com- 
missioners in all counties to make the Peram- 
bulations ; whereupon that he might.be tho- 
roughly satisfied about the nature of the ac- 
tion, and have the names of the actors, he ap~ 
pointed one of tis elerks to go with the-col- 
lectors, and to make enquiry hy thernselves, 
or by the oaths of lawful men of ‘those parts, 
if it was needful, concerning the particulars, 
and certify them distinctly to him.—See Tyr- 
rel and Brady. : 
In 1315, the king semmoned a parliament 


— 


ST 
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to meet at Lincoln Jan. 28 ; where being met, 
the king deferred goig upon anv Lusiness, be- 
cause his cousin Thornas earl of Lancaster, and 
ather great men were not yet arrived, acrord- 
ing to whose advice he intended to proceed. But, 
in the mean time, the chaucellor, treasurer, and 
justices of both benches, were enjoined to 
bring in briefs of such matters dependimg be- 
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this parl. was dissolved, the king, to shew his 
sincerity towards his cousin Th. earl of Lan- 
caster, sent the bp. of Norwich to tell him, 
‘that he desired he would cast away all fears 
and doubts on his account, assuring him that he 
bore the earla hearty good-will, with the rest 


of the nobles, and held them to be his faithful 


liege-men ; and further told him that the king 


fare them, in their several places, which could ; desired to have hin the chiefof his council ; re- 


not be determined out of part. that here in this 
session they mught proceed in them as they 


| questing him, in behalf of the king, prelates, 


aud great men there present, to take upon 


aught. The cause of summoning this parha- ! him and assist and advise in the affairs of the 
ment was declared ; being for their advice and |! king and kingdom.’ The earl thanked the 
assistance against the Scots, who had posses- | king and humbly requested time to give in his 
sed themselves of the greatest part of that) answer, and after a very short pause he con- 
nation, and thrown off all allegiance tu Eng- | sented to the proposal, and was sworn of the 


land; the king, ‘ besought and enjoined all 
his liege subjects, there present, to advise and 
assist him in this matter. Upon this it was 
agreed to meet the next day; when bemeg as- 
sembled they debated many things, which took 
up all that day, and the king commnanded they 
should come together agam the day following. 
Here it was agreed, that the act passed the 
last parl. relating to the proclunation for the 
ie of victuals, should be repealed, and that 

y should be sold as formerly at as reasun- 
able rates as they could be ailorded. Fora 
very good reason, says Walsingham, because 
that after that statute; provisions were grown 
much dearer; the dearth still continuing in a 
eer degree. Two or three days after the 
king, by the bp. of Nowwich, declared to the 
whole body assembled, ‘ that he would ob- 
serve all the Ordinances, tormerly madg by 
the prelates and great men, and ulso the Pc- 
ine Sieche of Forests, made in his father’s 
time ; saving to the king his reasons against 
them.’ And writs were made out accordiugly. 
The next day the parl. granted to the kmy, mn 
aid for his war with Scotland, of every village 
in the kingdom one stout footman, except ci- 
tics, boroughs, and the king’s demesnes; and 
these footmen were to be amned and furnished 
with swords, bows, arrows, slings, lances, and 
other armour fit for footmen, at the charge of 
the towns, and their expences to be paid, until 
they came to the place of rendezvous, and 
their wages for 60 days after, and no longer, 
unless the king’s service required it, at 4d. a 
day. Market-towns that were able to be 
charged further with men, were so to be 
charged; the king promising to give his Ictters 
to the peers and commons and to their heirs, 
‘that this t should be no precedent nor 
drawn into example for the future.’—-The same 
day, by the advice of this parl. the king order- 
ed all the military service due to him, which 
was the whole militia of England, to be sum- 
moned to apres at Newcastle 5 aa Tyne, 
15 days after Midsummer. Then the knights, 
citizens and burgesses granted the king an aid 
to carry on this expedition into Scotland, 
which was a 15th part of all moveable goods, 
on citizens, burgesses, and men of cities and 
boroughs and the king’s demesnes, which they 
were possessed of at Michaelmas last. Before 


kine’s council, Our records have preserved 
the form of this oath, or protestation, which 
since it is singular, done in parl., and ordered 
to be entered on the Roll, claims a place in 
our history. | 

“© Whereas our lord king Edward, by the 
srace of God king of Enyvland, hath with the 
prelates, carls, and barons of the land, in full 
parl. requested his dear cousin, the lord Tho- 
mas, earl of Lancaster, that he would be chief 
of his council in all great and weighty affairs, 
touching himself and his realm; together with 
other prelates, earls and barons, who shall, be- 
tween the king and him, take care, that it may 
be for the protit of the king and the realm ; the 
said carl, tor the great love he hath for his lord 
the king, and for common profit of thekingdom, 
and the Ordinances, which he had entirely 
granted to observe, and the right laws to main- 
tau in all points, and in hopes to make amend- 
ments in such things as had been ill done in his _ 
court, and the estate of his realm, did yield to 
be of the king’s council, with the prelates, earls, 
and barons; so as at any time, if the king 
shall not do according to his directions, and 
those of his council, concerning the matters of 
his court and kingdom, after such things 
have been shown hin; and that he will not be 
directed by the council of him, and others, the 
earl without evil will, challenge, or discontent, 
may be discharged trom the council; and that 
the business of the realm concerning him, shall 
not be done, or performed without the asseut 
of hun and the other prelates, earls and barons, 
which shall be ordained or appointed to advise 
him; and if any of the prelates, earls and ba- 
rons, shall advise the king, or do other thing, 
which shall not be for the profit of him and 
his realm, then at the next parl. by the advice of 
the king and his friends, they shall be removed; 
and so it shall be from parl. to parl. as to them, 
and every of them, according to the faults found 
m them.” In witness hereof this bill was to be 
entered on the Parliament Roll. 

So great were the confusions that followed 
the last parl. by the Scotish invasions, that 
though more parliaments were called, yet nonce 
sat to do any business to the purpose; 
one, particularly, which was summoned to meet 
at Lincoln, in 1318, the writs being revoked for 
this reason, ‘ that his enemies and rebels the 
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Scots had invaded England and come into 
Yorkshire, committing many murders, plunder- 
ing, wasting and burning the country; so that 
the king resolved suddenly to march aguinst 
them with an army to restrain their incursions 
aud bring them to a submission ; and therefore 
this parliament was put off. 
In the midst of these tumults, the king found 
an opportunity to meet his parl. at York; which 
been summoned to come to that city, Oct. 
20, 1319. Here it was that an indenture, 
made betwixt the ear} of Lancaster and certain 
prelates, earls, and barons, who were sent by 
the king to Northamptun to consult with the 
earl relative to the better regulation of the go- 
vernment, was read in parl. and all things in it 
diligently considered. Upon which the pac. 
agreed to petition the king, ¢ that for the ho- 
nour of himself and the profit of him and the 
reali, that for the great afiizs which concern 
him and which du daily happen, he would 
please to assent that 2 bps., 1 earl, 1 baron, 1 
baron or banncret uf the tamily of the earl of 
Lancaster, im his name and for him, should be 
present and remain with him by turns, or quar- 
ters of the year, to deliberate with, and advise 
hen im duc manner; and that they :ight deli- 
berate and advise about all considerable mat- 
ters out of parl. until a parl. should otherwise 
determine concerning them; so us none of 
these things should be debuted without the 
counsel or assent of the prelates, earls and 
others which remained with the king according 
to the form of the said indenture; and if any 
thing was done otherwise it should be void.’ 
The king understanding this request, and, says 
our authority, desiring to be advised what to do 
for the honour and protit of him and the realm, 
agreed to have the said prelates, carls and ba- 
rons to advise him in the form aforesaid; yet 
so as his ministers should always perform their 
offices according to the law and usage of the 
kingdom. And whereas it was contained in the 
said Indenture, “ that the prelates, earls and 
barons there named, had undertaken by the 
assent of the king, that he should make to the 
earl of Lencaster, his people, or party and fol- 
lowers, releases and acquittances of all man- 
ner of folonies and trespasses against his peace, 
until st. James’s day this year; and that the 
charters of release and acquittances should be 
absolute without condition, and if better secu- 
rity could be found for them in the next parlia- 
ment, they should have it, and also confirmed 
by the king and his baronage; the king by the 
assent of the prelates, earls and barons, and 
commonalty of his realin in his said parlia- 
inent, granted a pardon to the earl of Lancas- 
ter and his followers, for the breach of his 
peace, and whatcver belonged to him, by rea- 
zon thereof; and of all manner of felonies and 
trespasses committed against the peace unto 
the 7th of Aug. last past, and a pardon of out- 
lawry to those that should demand it, if any 
had been pronounced against them, before the 
soaking of their charters ; and commanded the 
Bp oF Ely, then hia chancellor, that he should 
"OL. 1. 
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make charters under his great seal, absolute 
and without condition, tor the earl of Lancus- 
ter, and such as he should by his Ictters name 
to the chancellor. Also, wherens in the same 
indenture it was contained, that the Ordinances 
should be holden and kept as they had passed 
the great seal, the king now willed and grant- 
ed, that they should be so ubserved, and that 
all these things shonld be entered upon the 
parl. roll, and sent to the chancery to be en- 
rolled there, and from thence to both benches, 
to be likewise enrolled in them.” 

At this parl. also, the Despensers, father 
and son, came first upon the stage; Hugh De- 
spenser the younger, being by consent of this 
assembly made the king’s chamberlain, Sir 
Thos. de la More, the cotemporary huistoriai of 
this king’s reign, writes, that he was put upon 
the king because they knew he huted him. But 
the young man soon played his cards so well 
that he quickly changed the king’s mind to- 
wards him, and he became as great a favourite 
as Gaveston; for which he was persecuted 
with equal fury by the Ordainers.—-We have 
not met with any parliamentary aids given by 
the clergy for some time; but at a prorogation 
of this last parl. to meet again after Easter, an 
aid was demanded of that body: they excused 
themselves from granting any, without the 
pope’s licence; but «lowed that a messenger 
should be sent to Rome, at the king's expentce, 
for that purpose. At his return he brought a 
licence from his holiness, that the clergy should 
grant a 10th for one year, which was done ac- 
cordingly. 

Another confederacy of the barons now 
started up against the Despensers, futher and 
son, whose lands and lordships they burnt and 
destroyed all over England. Thomas earl of 
Lancaster was, also, at the head of this league ; 
and they had bound themselves by ceriain 
written instruments, or indentures, to pursue 
both father and ‘son to destruction. These in- 
dentures will be found at large, with the names 
of the principal confederate lords, in Brady 
and Tyrrel, under the year 1320.— After many 
lawless devastations, in which the innocent 
were involved with the guilty, they marched 
to St. Albans, from whence they sent five bps. 
to the king, § to demand in their names that 
the two Despensers, Hugh and Hugh, as trai- 
tors, should be banished trom his court and 
kingdom.’ The king answered the messengers, 
mildly, § that Hugh, the father, was beyond 
sea, in his service, and Hugh the son was at 
sea, for the guarding the cinque-ports, accord- 
ing to his duty; and that according to right 
and custom they ought not to be banished 
without answering for themselves.’ Thus an-. 
swer, though it sceined so fair and reasonable, 
says Tyrrel, did but the more enrage the ancry 
barons; who, taking up arms agwin, marched 
directly for London, where the king then was, 
and where, in order to settle these differences 
and disorders he had called a parhament to 
mect on July 15, 13:21. 

The parl. set at Westm, on the day appomm® 
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ed, but the discontented Jords, though they 
were so hear, Came not according to the sum- 
mons, but remained in London, in an armed 


pane in direct defiance of the king and 
aws, for 15 days after the parl. was begun, 


without once appearing atit. ‘They held coun-_ 


cils, however, by themselves, and, without 


ever consulting the king about it, they drew | 


up asentence, or judement, against the two 
Despensers, and brought it down to Westm. 


with force of arms, which the king, being in no , 
wise able to oppose, they got passed into a ; 


law and enrolled accordingly. ‘This sentence, 
or statute, translated from the old French, is 
as follows :— 

“ To the honour of God and holy church, 
and of our lord the king, for the protit of him 
and his realm, and to maintain peace amongst 


his people, and the estate of the crown, the | 


prelates, carls, barons, and other pecrs and 
commons of the realm, do shew against sir 
Wugh Despenser, father and son, that whcre- 
as sir Hugh the son, at the parl. held at York, 
was appointed to be chamberlain to the king, 
in which pari, it was agreed, that certain pre- 
Jates and other great men should be with the 
king by turns, at several seasons of the year, 
the better to advise him, without whom no 
great business ought to be done; now the said 
sir Hugh the son, drawing to him his father, 
who was not by order of parl. to be near the 
king, or to be one of those counscilors, be- 
tween them both have usurped royal power 
over the king and his ministers, and the go- 
vernment of the kingdom, to the dishonour of 
the king, the mmjury of the crown, and the de- 
struction of the kingduin, great men and peo- 
ple, aud have done the wickednessces under- 
written, in contriving to turn the heart of the 
king trom the peers of the land, that so they 
(the Despeusers) may have the sole governm. 
thereof. ‘That sir Hugh the son made a bill or 
wrung, whercby he would hate had sir John 
Gittord of Briumesficld, sir Rich. de Greye, 
and others, enter into a confederacy, to have 
toreed the king to do what he would have 


him, and had almost done it; the tenor of : 


which bil is underwritten :—1st. Homage and 
the oath of allegiance is more due, by reason 
of the crown, than of the person of the king, 
and Is more tied or fixed’ to the eruwn, than 
to the person ; and this appears, for that be- 
tore the state of the crown descends, there is 
no allegiance due to the person expectant; 
wherefore if the king does not govern himself 
by reason, according to the nyvht, or law, of 
the crown, his lieges are then bound by their 
wath taken to the crown, to remove the king, 
and to take care of the state of the crown, by 
na due administration; for otherwise that vath 
could not be observed. Now ifit be demana- 
ed, how the king is to be dealt with, whether 
by suit of law, or by rigour? not by the former, 
for no man can be redressed that way, because 
he cun have ne judge, wniless it be trom the 
king hunself; in which case, if the king will 
vot be guided according to rcason, he will then 
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be obstinate in his error: wherefore he ought 
to keep his oath, and when the king will not 
rclieve him, but is outrageous, and will do that 
which is injurious to his people in general, and 
withal is prejudicial to his crown, then is it 
time for them to proceed against him with ri- 
gour; for he is bound by his oath to govern 
| his people and his heges; and they are bound 
| to govern in aid of him, in case of his detault. 
| —2nd. Upon any application of the greatmen 
_and pcople unto him, the king’s anewer still 
was according to the pleasure of these two, in 
| turning the king from his duty against his oath, 
land the hearts of the great men and people 

against their liege lord.—3rd. By their evil 
‘contrivance, they would not suffer the great 
| men- of the realm, nor good counsellors to 
' speak with, or come near the king to advise 
him, nor the king to speak with them, unless 
‘in their presence, or im the hearing of one of 
;them, and that too but when they pleased 5 
| thus usurping royal power and sovereignty over 
the person of the king, to the great dishonour 
and peril of him, his crown and kingdom.— 
4th. To attain their wickedness, covetousness, 
and to the disinheriting of the great men, and 
the destruction of the people, they had put 
; out good and agrecable ministers who had 
' been placed by assent, and put in others false 
| and wicked, that were of their own party, who 
; would not suffer right to be done; as sheriffs, 
-escheators, constables of castles; and made 
| those justices, who understood not the law, as 
. sy Hugh the father, sir Ralph Basset, sir Ralph 
; Camois, and sir John Inge, and divers others 

their friends, who caused by false jurors of 

their alliance, the peers of the land to be in- 

dicted; as the earl of Hereford, the lord Git 
| ford ot Krimmestield, the lord Rub. de Mont- 
halt, and other good people, to get their lands 
| from them.—5th. They falscly and maliciously 
‘advised the king to raise arms against his peo- 
ple, in Gloucestershire, contrary to the great 
charter, and the award of the peers of the 
iand; and by their false and evil counsel, 
wou'd have made war in the land, for their 
own proper quarrel, tothe destruction of holy 
ichureh, and the people. oth, Whereas the 
j cart otf Heretord, and the lord Mortimer of 
; Wismore, by the king’s command, were as- 
; Sicued ta make war upon Lleuelyn Bren, who 
had Jevied war against him in Glamorganshire, 
wheu the earl of Gloucesier’s lands, by reason 
ie his death, were in the king’s hands; this 

Llcuelyn had rendered himself into those lords 
| bands, to the king’s grace and pleasure, and 
| upon that condition was delivered to the king, 
who received him accordingly: but when these 
lords were out of the country, these two sir 
Hughs, the rathcr and son, usurping royak 
powcr, took Lleuelyn, and carried him to Caer- 
dif. Alter which, sir Hugh the younger being 
seized thercof, and pretending to a jurisdiction 
where none was in this case, there caused the 
sud Lleuclyn, to be drawn, hanged, beheaded, 
and quartered, feloniously, for things done in 
the tue ef king Wenry; and they also took upon 
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them royal power and jurisdiction, which was 
appendant to the crown, in disherison thereof, 
and to the dishonour of the king, the said lords 
of Hereford and Mortimer, and in ill example 
and great peril in the like case for time to come. 
7th. ‘They ill advised the king, to take into his 
hands the lands and goods of sir uch Andicy 
the son, whu was fore-judged without due pro- 
cess, contrary to the la:v of the land, by the 
covetousness of the said Hugh to cet some of 
those lands, and by other false pretcnces, con- 
trived to get the lands of sir Roger Dammory, 
having attainted him upon his entering into 
Gloucestershire, to the dishcritance of the 
rs of the land.—8th. That whereas the king 

d granted by his letters patents to the earl 
of Warwick, in full parl. at Westm. that after 
his death, his executors should have his lands, 
until his heir was of full age; which grant, 
aiter the earl’s death, was confirmed by the 
king at Lincoln, at the request and assent of 
the aoe of the land in parl.: yet the said sir 
Hugh the father pracuce: his son to cause the 
king to repeal this grant, without cause; and 
to give the guardianship of the said lands to 
the said Hugh the father, for his own protit; 
and also had defeated by evil counsel, what the 
king had granted in his parliaments, by <ood 
advice, and by assent of the peers of the land; 
to the dishonour of the king, and against right 
and reason.—9th. That they would not suffer 
the king to take reasonable fines of the peers 
of she Tand! and others, when they entered 
on, and received their fees, as it had been 
used before that time: but by covetousness, to 
obtain such lands by the roval power, they had 
caused undue impeachments to be brouzht, 
surmising the land to be forteited, as were those 
of sir John de Mowbray and others, to the 
damage and dishonour of the king, and con- 
trary to the law of the land, an disheritance of 
the creat men and others; and also making the 
king do against his oath in parliaincnt.— 10th. 
By wicked covetousness, and envrossing of 
wer-royal, they would not suffer the king to 
ar or do right to the great inen, upon what 
they presented to him, on behalf of himself 
and themselves, touching the disheriting the 
crown and them, concerning the lands which 
were the Templars: also by usurping power- 
roval they governed the king, his council, and 
prelates; su that in matters concerning them 
and their friends, or which they undertook, no 
nght could be obtained, but according to their 
leasures: to the damage and dishonour of the 
me, the peril of his oath, and disheritance 
and destruction of the people of his realin.— 
1ith. Bishops, abbots, and priors elect, who 
ought to be received’ of the kiny, when duly 
elected, could not come near him, nor speak 
with him to obtain his favour, until they had 
acreed and made fine with sir Hugh the son, 
according to his pleasure; nor those that had 
any grant to ask of the king, could obtain it, 
before they had made their agreement or fine 
with him.—Which wickednesses being nutori- 
Gus and true, as is found by the cxa nination 
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of the earls, barons, and other peers of the 
land; therefore we the peers of the land, earls 
and barons, in the presence of our lord the 
king, do award, that Huch le Despenser the 
son, and Hueb le Despenser the father, shall 
be disherited for ever, as disheritors of the 
crown, and enemies to the king and his peo- 
ple; and shall be banished the kingdoin of 
Enueliid, never to return again, unless it be by 
the assent of the king, and by assent of the 
prelates, earls and barons in parliament duly 
suinmoned; and to quit the readin between the 
time of the date of this statute, and the teast. 
of the decollauion of st. John Bapust (or nine 
and tweaticth of August) next comme; and if 
round in England atter the day, or if they re- 
turn after that day, then to be dealt with us 
enemies of the king and kingdom.” 
This in the printed copy of old statutes, is 
called The Banishment of Hurh Despenser, 
father andson. Yct it is remarkable that these 
articles were admitted and taken tor granted, 
without any direct proof, as the manner then, 
was to procced in parl. After this sentence 
was publicly read and agreed to, the conte- 


derate lords had, yet, another game to play; . 


which the same turce would easily carry them, 
throneh. ‘They bethought themselves that it 
was necessary to liave some security for what 
they had done; and in order to it they addres- 
sed a kind of a petition, or rather a remon- 
strance, to the king, setting forth, 

“ That the two Despeusers, usurping royal, 
power, and having the king and his ministers 
and the direction of the law, at their devotiun, 
or in their power, the vreat men of the land 
made a contederacy by oath, writing, and in 
other inanner, without the king’s leave; and 
then they and others, with horse and arms, hud 
inarched against them, and took and seized 
divers castles, towns, manors, lands, tene- 
ments, goods and chattels of the king’s heze- 
subjects ; and some of them they.took and in- 
prisoned, and others they ransumed, and some 
thev killed, and did many other things, in de- 
straying the said Hugh iad Hugh, and their 
allies and others in Eneland, Wales and the 
Marches, of which some may be called telu- 
mes; which things having been so dune by 
necessity, ought not to be taken notice of, nor 
punished by law; nor can be without great 
trouble or hazard of war. The barous there- 
fore pray the king, for peace sake, tor the a:- 
suuging Of angcr and rancour, and making 
unity in the land; and that he may inore en- 
tirely have the hearts and good-will of his 
people, to defend his own countries, and of- 
fend hisenemies; that it might be accorded, 
and assented to in full parliament, by the king, 
prelates, caris, barons and commons; tht nu 
great men of the realin, prelate, earl, baron, 
nicht, clerk, or esq. for the confederacy 
made by oath, writing, or in other inanner; 
or for riding with the kinz’s or other banners 
displayed; nor for the taking or detaining of 
any castles, towns, manors, lands, tenements, 
goods or chattels; the seizing, iaprisoning, 

. , 


ee ee ei é 


71} 


* 

and ransoming the kino’s liege-people ; or for 
killme of men, and other robberies, felonies, 
or other things dove against the king's peace, 
which may be Judzed trespasses or felonies ; 
froin the beginning of the world to that day ; 
nor that auv people of what condition soever 
they were, for the trespasses and felonies afore- 
sid, committed since Candlemas Jast past, to 
that dav, should be impeached, grieved, or 
molested at the suit of the king, or any other. 
But of ali such things, by this statute and ac- 
cord, should be quit tor ever; saving to every 
one, except the said Hugh and Hugh, their 
nght to demand, and recover thew frank-tene- 
Jinent and their right; without punishment 
from the king, or giving damages to the party. 
And also thavit micht be granted by the king 
inthe said parl. that if any éarl, baron, or any 
great men, for themsclves or others, whom 
they shall name to the chancellor, between this 
and St. Michacl next coming, will have the 
kiny’s pardon for suit or process of the peace, 
or what pertains to him, of all manner of felo- 
mies and trespasses done contrary to the peace; 
or of any disobedienecs, contempts, couspi- 
raci¢s, confederations, privy covenants, and 
obligations made against the king, they shall 
have their several charters of pardon, under 
the great seal, without paying any fees in the 
chancery: and that all such writings to the 
contrary, wherever found, shall be null and 
void.” —After this follows the form of the char- 
ter of pardon, that was taken out by the carl of 
Vercford and the rest of the barous and great 
men, who had been confederates in this vio- 
lent undertaking, It bears date at Westm. the 
20th of Aug. in the 15th year of this reign. 

In 1622 the king issued his summons for a 
parl. to be holden at York. ‘They met in that 
city, according to summons, 3 wecks after 
Faster ; when upon the petitions of the Des- 
penscers, father and son, to the king, the pro- 
cess and judgment against them for their dis- 
heritance and exile were brought into parl. 
and, upon shewing divers errors in them, they 
were revoked and made null, All which pro- 
cess and the statute made thereupon, being 
sull on the rolls in the Tower, arc translated 
at larze by dr. Brady, because, says he, ‘ they 
contain some of the history and much of the 
practice and manner of great men’s living in 
those days.’ As we have given the Articles 
exhibited against the Despenscrs, it would be 
consistent with the impartiality we profess, 
to omit the statute for revoking their sentence 
of banishment: — ce it may justly stand as a 
summary of the «. -fence they were not allowed 
to make at the tine of their accusation. This 
statute of revocation first relates to Hah 
the’ son, and begins with the recital of the scn- 
tence or award made at a pari. held 3 wecks 
atter Midsummer last past, against the said 
Despensers, father and son; as also a petition 
which the son had some time bctore given to 
the king, shewing ; 

“ That while he was in his service, ne his 
ehamberlain, the lords Mortimers, uncle and 
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nephew, with divers barons there named, made 
« confederacy by oath and waiting, to pursue 
and destroy him: by virtue of which, they 
with their retinues, consisting of 800 men at 
aris, 500 hoblers, or light horse, and 10,000 
foot, came to Newport in Wales; and from 
thence marched forwards to take his towns 
and castles; and entering upon his lands, they 
killed part of is tenants or people; some of 
which were knights, therein named, besides 
others of the same degree, who were made pri 
soners; and they took and carricd away his 
goods and chattels. Then it proceeds to re- 
countevery thing in particular; as how much 
provisions of all sorts, what horses, armour, 
and other things, were lost; as also how many 
oxen, cows and shcep, toa vast quantity, they 
then plundered and carried away; together 
with the loss of his charters, writings, and 
ready money; as also the burning his granges, 
destroying his crop upon the ground, seizing 
of his rertts and debts, and disparking his parks; 
all which damages, as appeared by casting up 
the particulars therein incntioned, amounted 
to the sum of near 20,000/.. Then it further 
recites, * That they, the said curls and barons, 
with all their force and power came to the part. 
at Westin. and there, upon false accusations, 
without calling the said Hugh to answer, 
against all manner of right and reason, and 
against the law of the land, erroucously award- 
ed him to be disinherited, and exiled England ; 
wherefore he prays the king, as he is bound by 
right of his crown, and by the oath he made at 
his coronation to maintain all people in their 
rights, that he would please to cause to be 
brought before hnn the process of the award 
made against him, that it may be examined ; 
and that the said Iluch may be admitted to 
shew the errors in it, and if there shall be any 
found, he would please to repen! awd redress 
them; with a protestation that he will be here- 
ufter ready to answer any complaint according 
to reason.’—Next it procecds to shew the er- 
rors of thesaid pracess, as, ¢ Ist. that the great 
men who pursued and destroved him, prayed 
pardon of the king for all those things which 
might be judyed telonies or trespasses in that 
pursuit, which they made by their own autho- 


rity; by which they wrongfully made them- 


selves judges of him, where they could not, nor 
ought to be judges, 2d. That the said Hugh 
was not called into court, to answer when the 
award was inade; also, that the sentence was 
even without the assent of the prelates, who 
were peers In parliament. 3d. That there 
was no record of their pursuit, or the causes 
contained in the awards also, that the award 
Wis nade avuinst the fori of the great char- 
ter: wherein is contauied, that no man shall 
be forc-jideed, nor in other manner destroved, 
nuless by judement of his peers, or by the law 
of the Jand.—Then he requests the king to 
take notice, ¢ that the great men were sum- 
moued to come duly to the parl. yet did not, 
but came with horse and arms, and all their 
force: after vluch he the suid Uozh ccune uy 
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and surrendcred himself prisoner to the king; 
praying to be received into his protection, to 
erreiees his.complaint, and that right inight 

done him in these. matters: that the king 
received him as he ought to do; and caused 
his petition to be carricd to the abp. of Can- 
terbury, the bps. and other prelates and 
clergy in the province of Canterbury, then be- 
ing in a provincial council at London; charg- 
ing them by the faith they owed to him, to ad- 
vise about the petition, and let him know their 
thoughts concerning -it. And when they had 
well advised thereupon, they answered, that it 
seemed to them, that the process and award 
of the exile, and disinhcritance of Hugh the 
son, and father, were erroncous and wrongfully 
made; wherefore they agreed, and unani- 
inously assented as pecrs of the land, and pray- 
ed as peers spiritual, that the award which 
was made wickedly and wrongfully against 
God and all manner of night, might he by the 
king repealed, and annulled for ever. And 
they said further, that thcy, nor any of them 
ever assented to the said Award; but that 
every one of them, at the time when the Award 
was made, did make protestation in writing, 
that they could not, nor would assent to it for 
several reasons. And the earl of Kent, the 
said king’s brother, the earls of Richmond, 
Pembroke,. and Arundel, with the prelates, 
being before the king, said, the award was 
wrongful, and against law and right; and pray- 
ed him, as the prelates had done before, to null 
and make void the award: and the said carls 
affirmed, that for fear of the force, which-the 
great men suddenly brought to the purl. in or- 
derto make the award, which was to thein un- 
knowit and unexpccted,thcy gave their assent to 
it, and also advised the king to suffer it to pass; 
for which offence and mistake they prayed his 
pardon.” : 

Then immediately follows in the same record, 
.a like petition delivercd in parl. by Hugh le 
Despenser the father, being to the same effcct 
with that of his sori’s; setting forth, “ That the 
same great men before named, and other ad- 
herents and confedcratcs, with force and arms, 
on the day of St. Barnaby, in the 14th year of 
the king, caine to his manor of Fastern in 
Wiltshire, and 12 others in that shire, and in 
other counties, viz. 6 in Gloucester, 4 in Dor- 
setshire, 5 in Wampshire, 2 in Berkshire, 6 in 
Oxfordshire, 3 in Buckinghamshire, 4 in Surrey, 
1 in Cambridgeshire, 2 in Huntingdonshire, 5 
in Leicestershire, 1 in Yorkshire, 1 in Lincoln- 
shire, 5 in Cheshire, and 5 in Warwickshire;’ 
in all 63 manors thcre named; which shews 
the vast estates the two lords Despensers had 
in those days. But as for the destruction and 
havock the barons made upon the lands of 
Hugh the father, they were much to the same 
efiect with those that were done to the son, 
only greater; as ‘the driving away of 23,000 
sheep, 22,000 oxen, heifers and cuws, besides 
the spoiling of two crops, one in the barn, and 
the other upon the ground; the taking away 


above 600 horses and mares, besides a vast 
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uantity of provisions of all sorts, and armour 
or 200 men; and the destruction of his houses 
and goods to the value of above 30,000/. ag 
also the taking away out of the king’s castle at 
Marlborough, 36 sacks of wool, a chalice and’ 
cross of gold, divers rich vestments and other 
ornaments belonging to the chapel; besides 
other goods and furniture, to the damage of 
5,000/. more.” 

Next follows the king’s judgment in this 
form, “ We afterwards at our parl. held at 
York 3 weeks alter Easter, in the 15th year 
of our reiyn, caused to come before us the 
Process of the Award; asalso the Petition of 
the said Hugh the son, and Mugh the father, 
in these words; to the honour of God, and 
holy church, &c. At which parl. at York, the 
said [ugh the son, and Hugh the father, being 
brought before us in court, prosecuted their 
compluints, and prayed us to do them right ; 
when the said Hugh, the son, for himselt’ al- 
ledgcd the errors in the process, as aforesaid; _ 
and also Hugh the father alledged the same 
crrors, and prayed severally and jointly, that 
as the pene tp made crroneously and wrong- 
fully, against the laws and usages of the realm, 
and against common right and reason, that 
we would annul and defeat the said award, 
and that they, the complainants, might be re- 
raitted and reconciled to our faith, and to such 
estate as they had, and werc in before the 
awards. And hereupon hearing the reasons 
of the said Hugh and Hugh, we caused the 
process to be examined in full par]. in the pre- 
sence of the prelates, earls, barons, knights of 
counties, and the people that were come by 
reason of the parl.; and we found the said 
award was made without calling them to an- 
swer, and without the assent of the prelates, — 
who are peers of the realm in parl., and against 
the great charter of the franchises m England ; 
which says, No freeman shall be banished, or 
otherwise destroyed, but by awful judgment of 
his peers, or the law of the land; and for that 
they were not called in court, to make answer, 
&c. for these errors, and for that the causes of the 
said award were not duly proved: as also hav- 
ing regard to this, that we causcd the parl. at 
Westin. to be summoned in due manner, and 
commanded by our writs the said great men, who 
made the said award, not to make assemblics 
and alliances, or come with armed men; yct 
they came with all their force to that parl., 
notwithstanding our command; and when they 
came to London in that manner, they held 
their councils and assembli-« without coming 
to us at Westm. according °» summons; and 
when we sent to them to cde to the parl. at 
Westin., as they ought, they would not come, 
nor Iet us know their mind, nor the cause of 
the award, though we had begun and held the 
parl, for 15 days and more, and caused to come 
before us the prelates, and some earls and ba- 
rons, knights of counties, and others, who came 
for the commons of the realm; and caused it 
to be published, that those that had petitions 
to promote, should deliver theins; and atter pro- 
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clamation thus made, no petition was delivered, 
or Complaint made against the said Hugh and 
Hugh, until they, the barons, came as afore- 
gaid; and the contrivance of the said award 
they wholly concealed and kept from us, unto 
the very hour they came to Westm. with force 
and arms, and madc their award against rea- 
son, as a thing treated and agreed on amongst 
themselves, by their own authority, in our ab- 
sence; encroaching upon the regal power, ju- 
risdiction and connusance, and judgment of 
those things which belong to our royal dignity: 
wherefore we could not at that time stop the 
said award, nor do right to the said Hugh and 
Hugh, as it belonged to us. And further taking 
Notice, that those great men, after the awar 
made, prayed our pardon and release for con- 
federating themselves by oath, writing, or in 
other manner, without our leave; in pursuing 
the Despensers, and marching with our ban- 
ners, and their own ensigns displayed; and 
taking and possessing castles, towns, manors, 
lands, tenements, goods and chattels; and also 
taking and imprisoning people of our allegi- 
ance, and others; some they wounded, and 
some they killed, and many other things they 
did in order to destroy the said Hugh and Hugh, 
in England, Wales, and other where: of which 
some might be called trespasses, and others 
felonies. Also it appeared, that those great 
men were enemies to, and hated them at the 
time of the award, and before; wheretore they 
ought not to be their judyes, in their own pro- 
secution of them, nor have record upon the 
causcs of the said award. And we are bound 
by oath made at our coromation, and obliged 
to do right to all our subjccts, and to redress 
and cause to be amended all wrongs donc to 
them, when we are required ; according to the 
great charter, by which we are not to sell or 
elay right and justice to any one: and at the 
pressing advice and request of the prelates, 
given us for the safety of our soni, and to avoid 
danger, and to take away an evil. example. for 
the ume to come, of such undertakings and 
Judgments in the like case, against reason: 
whercture we seeing and knowing the said pro- 
cess and award, made in the manner aforesaid, 
to be as well to the prejudice of us, the blem- 
ish of our crown and royal dignity, against us 
and our heirs, as against the said Hugh and 
Hugh, and for other reasonable causcs: We 
by our royal power, in a full parl. at York, by 
the advice and assent of the prelates, earls, and 
barons, knights of counties, and commons of 
the realm, and others, being at our parl. at 
York, do wholly annul and defeat the suid 
award of the exile and disheritance of the 
said Hugh and Huch, and all things in the 
award ; and do fully remit and reconcile the 
said Huch the son, and Wuch the father, to 
our faith and peace, and to the estate they had 
and were in, before the making that award in 
al] points. And we adjudge, that they have 


acuine seisin of their lands and tenements, , 


goods and chattels, &c. And we wiil and 
command, that wherever the said award is en- 
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rolled in any of our courts, it be cancelled 
and annulled for ever.”—Accordingly the 
Roll was cancelled and remains so at this 
day, with this mem. written under the said 
award : ‘ These things above written are nulled 
and cancelled by the force of the Award, and 
decree made in the parl. at York, held 3 weeks 
after Faster, in the 15th king Edw.’ 

In this parl. also at York, the prelates, earls, 
barons, &c. there assembled, caused to be re- 
hearsed and examined the Ordinances, dated 
the 5th of Oct. the 5th of Edw. If. and for 
that, by examination thereof, it was found in 
the said parl. “ That by the things which were 
formerly ordained, the king’s power was re- 
strained in many things contrary to what was 
due to his seigniory royal, and contrary to the 


state of the crown; and also for&that in times 


past, by such ordinances and provisions made 
by subjects over the power royal of the ances- 
tors of our lord the king, troubles and wars 
came upon the realm; by which the land or 
nation was in danger; it was accorded and es- 
tablished in the said parl. by our lord the king, 
the prelates, earls, barons, &c. at that pari. 
assembled, that all those things ordained by 
the former Ordainers, and contained in those 
ordinances from thence forth for the time to 
come, should cease and lose their force and 
effect for ever; and that from thence forward 
in no time, no manner of ordinances or pro- 
visions made by the subjects of our lord the 
king or his heirs, by any power or commission 
whaterer, over or upon the power royal of 
our lord the king, or his heirs, or against the 
state of the crown, shall be of any value or 
farce, but all things that shall be established 
for the estate of the king and his heirs, and 
tor the state of the realm and people may be 
treated, accorded, and established in parl. by 
the king, with and by the assent of the pre- 
lates, earls, barons, and commonalty of the 
realm, as hath been accustomed.” | 
About this time the king of France had sum- 


‘moned his brother of England by two ambas- 


sadors, to come over to him and do homage for 
the territories which the latter held in that king- 
dom. His two ministers, the Despensers, dis- 
suaded Edw. from going in person; and after 


- the time prefixed was clapsed, the French king 


seized upon all Guienna and Gascoigny, as for- 
feited to him by Edward’s non-appearance. 
But before that could happen, the king thouglit 
proper to take the sense of his parliament about 
this embassy; afd one was accordingly sum- 
inoned to meet at London, the beginning of 
Ient m 1823. They were called together to 
tread of divers public aflairs, but, particularly, 
what answer was to be given to the embassy, 
concerning the king’s going over to do homage. 
The lords and others were unanimous in their 
opinions, ‘ that the king should not go in per- 
son, but should send certain embassadors on 
purpose to excuse his coming over at all, or, at 
least, to dclavit foratime.’ Accordingly, two 
persons of great distinction, the earl of Kent, 
brother to the king, and the abp, of Dublin, 


e 
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were then nominated for that employ. At this 
ae the king demanded a pecuniary aid from 
e clergy and laity, to discharge the ransom of 
John earl of Richmond, who had been taken 
prisoner by the Scots, at the battle of Byland, 
wm Yorkshire. But this proposal was retused 
by the baruns, for this reason, ‘ that no such 
tax ought to be raised, but only for the ransom 
of the king, queen, and their eldest son, if the 
should happen at any time to be taken pri- 
soners’ And so that demand fell—In this parl. 
Adam de Orleton, bp. of Ilerefurd, was arrested 
of high treason, and was examined betore the 
ey cte lords, on divers articles. It was laid 
to bis charge, ‘ that be had eutertaincd cer- 
tain of the king’s enemies, had appeared in the 
geld with thei, had furnished them with amns, 
and had viven them his assistance, favour, aud 
advice.’ The bishop being a shrewd and learned 
man, said little at first tuetlas accusation, but 
being further urged, he answered, ‘ my lord 
the king, saving all due reverence to your ma- 
jesty, 1 being an humble minister of Gud’s 
church, and a consecrated bishop, though un- 
worthy, ought not to answer such high matters, 
without the licence and authority of my lord 
the abp. of Canterbury, who next to the pope 
is my proper judge ; as also with, the consent 
of the rest of my fellow-bishops.’ The abp. of 
Canterbury with his suffragans, rising up, im- 
plored the king’s mercy for hun; and he was 
delivered to the custody of the abp. tll the 
king should resolve when to summon him again, 
to answer to what might be farther laid to his 
charve. Soon after the king summoued him 
again to answer in his court of justice, which 
the abps. &c. hearing of, they cume in great 
form, with their crosses, and touk him away 
from the bar, threatening to excommunicate 
all that withstood them. Upon which Edw. 
caused a bill of indictment to be prcterred 
acainst him to the grand jury of Herefordshire, 
which being fuund, the king immediately seized 
on all his temporal possessions.—In this parl. 
also, all the manors and possessions of the 
knights templars, were by the cominon con- 


‘sent of both clergy and faity granted to the 


knights hospitalers of st. Johu of Jerusalem, tor 
ever; as appears by the statute, at large, made 
for that purpose, under this utic, * Stulucum 
de Terris Templartorum, 

It was now that the king’s domestic griev- 
ances began to appear. ‘The queen had tuund 
incans, under pretence of settling some dil- 
ferences, to get the king’s leave to go inty 
[rance, as alsu to take her only sun the prince 
with her. She staid 50 long that the king Legan 
tu be very uneasy at her absence, and wrote 
several letters to her to return, to which she 
always gave evasive answers. At last being 
much solicited, she said it was the fear she was 
in from the younger Despenser was the occa- 
sion of her delay. And whatever letters and 
medjators the king made use of to prevail on 
her to, come to him, or to send the prince his 
son, they were all tu no purpose. This lady 
had funaed a scheme of a very scandalous and 
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dangerous nature, and she deferred coming 
over ull she could put it in execution. The 
discontented barons, who still hated the De- 
spensers, had, by means of Adam bp. of Here- 
ford, gained her to their interest. And Roger 
Mortimer, her favourite, having escaped out 
of the ‘luwer into France, she had the less oc- 
cusiun for her husband’s company. In short, 
she found means to raise an army of 2 or 3000 
men, with whom she transported herself and 
her son, and Janded at Uarwich; where she 
was immediately joimed by the earl mareschal, 
the earl of Leicester, and uther barons and 
knights who had been rebels to the king; and, 
tu give the greater sanction to her cause, with 
no less than 4 bps. and all their attcudants, 
The king’s affairs were now in a muscrable 
way: he made some struggles, it is truc, to 
withstand this tempest, but all proved too 
weak, and he soon found Jumself overborne by 
it. The two Despensers were taken and exe- 
cuted, without cither hearing or trial, aud the 
king himself made a prisoner in Kenclworth 
castle. 

No sooner was the queen secure in her new 
got possession, than she thought to establish 
it by a parliamentary sanction. Accordingly 
a writ was issued out tor prorogmng a part, 
which was to meet on the 15th of Dec. as sum- 
moned by the king (teste rege apud Lidbury) 
but this writ is not on record; and it is more 
ikely that jt was a trunped up writ for form 
sake, and to ground their prorogation upon ; 
for both ‘Tyrrel and Brady agree in this, that 
the unfortunate king could know nothing of 
the sealing this writ, since he had sent his great_ 
seal to the queen and prince some ‘time be- 
fore. ‘The tenor of the queen’s writ tor that 
parl. was ‘ to be holden by Loabel, queen con-~ 
sort of England, and Edw. the king’s cidest 
son, guardian of England, he being then out 
of the land, to be hivlden by the king, if per- 
sonally present, or in his absence by the said 
consort and son, &c.’ But, by what authority 
soever called, this parl. mct at the tme ap- 
pointed, viz. Jan. 7, 1827, at Westm. The 
first thing that was moved there was by the 
aforesaid Adam cz Orleton, bp. of Heretord, 
who put this memorable question, ¢ Whether 
king Edwrad the father, or bis sun Mdward, 
should reign over them?’ He was seconded by 
several other bps. and it was not long berure 
they all wvreed the son should have the govern- 
ment of the kingdom, and be crowned king ; 
for the reasons following :—1st. That the pur- 
sun of the king was nat suthcicni to govern ; 
tur in all his time he was led and yoverned by 
others, who gave him evil coun:zel, ty the dis- 
honour of himself, and destruction ot holy 
church and all his people, not considering or 
knowing whether at was geod or evil; nor 
would remedy these things, when he was re- 
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quested by the great amd wise inen of his realm, 
or suster them to be amended.—@nd. That in 
all lus tune Lhe would not give lunself to good 
cuunsel, hor take it, nor ty the good eo 
vernmeat of his kingdu:n; but alwass gave 
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himself to works and employments not conve- 
nient, neglecting the business of his realm.— 
3rd. That for want of good yovt. he lost Scot- 
fand, and other lands and dominions in Gas- 
coigne and Ireland, which his father left him 
in peace and amity with the k. of France, and 
many other great persons.—4th. That by his 
pride and cruelty he destroved holy church, 
and the persons of holy church, putting some 
an prison, and others in distress; and also 
put to shameful death, and imprisoned, ba- 
nished, and disherited many great and no- 
ble men of the land.—Sth. That whereas he 
was bound by his oath to do right to all, he 
would not do it, through his own lucre and the 
covetousness of him and his evil counsellors 
which were with hin; neither regarded the 
other points of the oath which he made at his 
coronation, as he was obliged.—6th. That he 
abandoncd his realm, and did as much as he 
could to destroy it and his people; and what 
is worse, by his cruclty and the default of his 
_ person, he was found incorrigible without hopes 
of amendment. And that all these things were 
notorious bevend contradiction. | 
These articles were, by common consent of 
parl. sent to the king, then a prisoner at Kenel- 
worth castle. The committee chosen for that 
purpose, had a power given thein ‘ to resign 
their homage and fealty to the king, in the 
name of all tne rest, to give him notice of the 
election of his sou, and to procure his volun- 
tary resignation of his crown; or, if he re- 
fused, to give up their homages and proceed 
as they thought fit. Sir Thomas More has 
gnformed us by what means this resignation 
was obtained. He writes that the bishops of 
Winchester and Lincoln came before the rest 
to the king to smooth the way; and that these 
Poe along with the then earl of Lancitster 
is keeper, persuaded his majesty to resign his 
crown to his son. ‘* Promising him as much 
honour after his resignation as betore ; and, on 
the other hand, threatening him that if he 
would not, the people would yield up their 
homage and fealty, pass by his sons, and chuse 
a king oat of the rovalline.” After this depu- 
tauion from the grand comm*tee had softened 
and brought the king to their own temper, the 
whole body of them was introduced. No sooner 
had he heard their message, than he swouned 
away, and had tillen to the ground, had he 
not been supported by the earl of Lancaster 
and the bp. of Winchester. However, coming 
to himself, he answered, with tears in his eves, 
© That he was very sorry he had so misbehaved 
himself towards his people, and asked pardon 
for it of all that were present, but, seeing now 
it could not be otherwise, he returned thein 
thanks for chusing his tirst-born son im his 
rovin.” He then made his resignation, by de- 
hvering up the royal ensigns of sovercignty, 
the cruwn and sceptre, which the cominis- 
sioners had taken care to bring for that pur- 
pose; atter which, one sir Wim. ‘Prussel, chosen 
as procurator, was ordered, by the whole com- 
mittee, to pronounce their resignation of ho- 
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mage to the king, which Ire did in this form: 

«J, Wm. Trussel, procurator of the prelates, 
earls, and barons, and other people in my pro- 
curacy named, having for this full and suff- 
cient power, do surrender, and deliver up to 
you Edw. k. of England, betore this time, the 
homage and tealty of the persons in my procu+ 
racy named, in the name of them, and every of 
them, for certain causes therein mentioned ; 
and do return them up to you Edw. and acquit 
or discharge the persons aforesaid, in the best 
manner that the law and custom can give it ; 
and do make this protestation in the name of 
all those that will not for the future be in your 
fealty, or allegiance, nor claim to hold any 
thing of you, as king; but account you asa 
private person, without any manner of royal 
dignity.’—The ceremony ended with sir Tho. 
Blnnt’s, the high steward’s, breaking his statf, 
declaring all the king’s othcers discharged from 
his service, in the same manner as if the king 
was actually dead. ‘The commissioners re- 
turning to parl. with the king’s answer and the 
roval ensigns, made the common peuple re- 
Joice ; and presently, the whole community of 
the kingdum admitted Edw. a youth of 14, to 
be their king, All this was done on the 20th 
of Jan. 1327, and which is called the first day 
of his reign; for from that time he acted ag 
king, as appears by the writ to all the sheriffs 
of England to proclaim his peace, dated two 
days beture his coronation, 

Tuzes in this king’s reign, 

In his first year the e:xrls, barons, knights, 
and all others of the kingdom, granted a 20th 
of their moveubles, except their armour, war- 
horses, jewels, robes, and vessels of’ gold and 
silver, of knights and other frecinen, and of 
their wives. And the citizens, burgesses, and 
tenants of the anctent demesnes of the crown 
granted a 15th of their moveables; as also di 
the clergy.—In his second year the laity grant- 
ed a 25th of ther moveables. In his 7th year 
the earls, barofs, knights, treemen, and com- 
mons uf countics, gave a 2Oth of their goods ; 
and the citizens and burgesses, and communi- 
ties of cities and borunghs, gave a 15th, In 
his 8th year he had a 2uth of the moveables of 
the laity, granted by the conunons of the coun- 
ues of the kingdony assombled m park, In his 
Oth year he had granted a 15th of the citizens, 
bureesses, and tenants im ancient demesnes, 

ftor his war with the Scots, in the part. held at 
Lincoln; the same year, the community of the 
kinadom, or the military men, were then also 
stmmoned ta du their service. In his 15th 
year the prelates and clergy of hoth provinces 
Inct In two synods or convocations, the one at 
‘Lincoln, tue other at York; the former of 
which the abp. of Canterbury was immediately 
to summon, to treat of a competent aid to be 
ireanted to him tuwards his expedition against 
the Scots, who had then invaded England. Iu 
which writs, he recites that the prelates, earls, 
| barous, noblemen, and the commons, grant 
| hin a 10th of the gouds of the community or 
| hody of the kingdum, and a 6th of the goods 
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of citizens, burgesses, and tenants of ancient | nified. This parl. continued sitting for above 


demesnes. Mr. Tyrrel observes, * that in this 
hing’s reign we find tew or no complaints of 
any taxes imposed by colvur of his preregative, 
contrary to law, nugwithstanding the exur- 
bitant power of the two Despensers :- but this 
might be owing to their policy, who having 
made themselves so obnoxious to the nobility, 
would do what they cuuld to make the com- 
mon people their frends. But towards the 
latter end of his reign, the confiscation of the 
estates of the earl of Lancaster, and the rest of 
the barons attainted, were so considerable, 
that though he gave away a great deal of lands 
to the Despensers and their adherents, yet that 
which still remained in the crown made him to 
have a greater revenue than any of his prede- 
cessors since Henry I1.’s tine.’ 
Price of Provisions in this reign. 

In 1309 wheat sold for 7s. 2d. a quarter; 
and malt for 6s. Wine at about 433. 7d. a 
tun. Oats 4s. a quarter. A hog about 3s. 2d. 
A mutton about 3s. A goose about 33d. A 
fowl about 3d. A piz 6d. A shield of brawn 
4s. But these being fora prior’s feast seem to 
be charged high. In 1814 a corn-fed ox for 
1). 4s. and a grass-fed ox for 16s. A fat mut- 
ton for 1s. 8d. And four pigeons for 1d. In 
1315 wheat sold for 20s. a quarter; malt 
18s. 4d. and salt for il. 15s. In 1316-wheat 
sold for 11. 12s. the quarter. In 1317 wheat 
sold at Leicester for 21. 4s. a quarter, being 
excessive scarce ; and im the samc year fell to | 
14s. But all these particulars will be found, 
drawn out with the utmost nicety, in bp. 
Eleetwood’s Chronicon Pretiosumn. . 


—— 
Epwarop If, 

The young king being then. but 14 years of 
age, his hands were thought too weak to ma-! 
nage the reins of govt. accordingly, the parl. 
assigned him 12 guardians, viz. 5 bishops, 2 


= 


earls, and 5 barons. Over all these, by zencral 
consent of the parl. aud of the 12 guardians | 
themselves, Heury carl of Lancaster, Lincoln, 
Leicester and Derby, the king’s cousin, was 
dcputed to have the chief care of his person. | 
On the 3d of Feb. 1527, two days atter the 
coronation, a petition was presented to the 
king and parl. from all those that had been 
uny ways concerned i the quarrel uf Tho. earl 
of Lancaster, ‘ praying to be restored to their 
estates with profits of them from the time they 
had been wronvtully disseised.? It was una- 
nimously agreed by the assent of the whole 
parl. ¢ chat all lands and tenements which had 
been seized, by reason of the said quarrel or 
contention, should be restored, as well in Tre- 
land and Wales as Envland, tozether with their 
rofits and arrears of rent, except those that 
ad been received to the king’s use.’ And this 
quarrel was afiirmed to be just by the whule 
body assembled. On the same duy all those 
that came over with the‘queen and the prince 
her son, and those that joincd with them after 
oe arrival, were also pardoned and indem- 
OL. f, 
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a month atier the king’s coronation: in which 
time many acts of state were passed relating to’ 
different cuuntries and atu, for the greater 
security of the present possessois. * As, also, 
several grants of money, &c. bestowed on the 
queen and her accomplices; besides parduns, 
and indemnilications, to @ vast number of 
people, by name, who had been concerned in 
the late commotions, under the earl uf Laue 
caster, and the other barons. In 1328 a part. 
was summoned to appear at York, on Sunday 
after Candlimas-day, to treat of certain ar- 
ticles of peace, which had been propounded 
between Scotland and England at Newcastle. 
But nothing was done at it, because several 
bps. and other yreat men did not come to this 
mecting. Therefore writs were issued out tor 
calling another 3 wecks atter Master to North- 
ampton, 
trumped up between the English and Scots, 
contrived and directed by the queen and Roger 
Mortimer. The articles were, Ist. © that 
prince David, son and heir to Robert king of 
Scots should marry the princess Joanna, Edw’s 
eldest sister; in consideration of which he was 
to grant the Scottish king a eiarter, to release 
all his claim to superiority, which Edw.-or his 
ancestors had over Scotiand; and to deliver 
up all charters and instruinents concerning the 
same. In this parl. also the Despenscrs, tu- 
ther and son, Edmund late earl of Arundele, 
who had been executed by the queen’s party, 
without any legal process made against them : 
Walter Stapleton, late bp. of Exeter, and sir 
Rd. Stapleton his brother, both beheaded in 
the insurrection at London, were attuinted of 
high treason, by the directiun, says Barnes, of 
the qneen mother and the Jord Mortimer. 
Whether this prscceding, adds he, was vut of 
implacable malice which pursued them beyond 
the grave; orto cover their late unjustifiable 
actions against these persons by a_ pariia- 
mentary sanction; it is certain that in all the 
procecdings of this parl. the honour and profit 
of the king and realm was not so much regard- 
cd, as the enriching, security, and advance- 
ment of lord Mortimer. 

Some matters of moment happening’ soon 
after this last parl., new writs were issued out, 
bearing date Aug. 28, for another to mect at 
Salisbury, the Sunday next aiter the 15th of 
st. Michael. The earl of Lancaster, the lord 
Wake and some other noblemen refused their 
attendance at this meeting; the earl giving for 
reason, ‘That being appointed by parl. the 
king’s chief counselior and guardian of his per- 
son, the lord Mortimer had now taken to him- 
self the regal power, and would not permit him 
to come near the king, so ag tu advise and pro- 
tect lim according to his trust. That though 
it had been decreed that no person whatsoever 
should presume to come armed to this part., 
yet the lord Mortimer came with a great many 
armed men, by which he the said earl did not 
think his person ia sarety.” Tis being certified 
to the king and parl., it way thought very rea- 


In this par], a scandalous peace was | 
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sonable by several lords: and the king's two 
uncles, Tho. of Brotherton, and Edm. carl of 
Kent, went over to the earl of Lancaster’s 
purty. It was not long, however, betore thev 
deserted hun, aud the carl of Lancaster was 
reduecd to such straits, that to make his peace 
he was obliged to ask pardon of the queen and 
Mortimer, at the head of his army.—The afore- 
satd lord Mortimer being now in the zenith of 
jus power, sought to establish it by the basest 
means; and judging that Edm, earl of Kent, 
the king's uncle, stood in his way, he subtlely 
drew him into a sham plot in order to destroy 
hin, ‘he particulars are given at large by 
Barnes, in his histury of this king’s reign ; trom 
Which it appears, that Mortimer knowing he 
had proof evough against him, summoned a 
paul. to mect at Winchester, on the 13th of 
arcs i529. Here the noble earl was attainted 
of hizh treason, and by the unaninous consent 
uf lis pecrs, adjudged to death. 

Yhe young king being now come to a more 
nature age, and being made a father by the 
birth of a son, which his queen brought hin 
at Woodstock, afterwards called Edw. the 
black prince, began to look more about him: 
and cndeavour to gshake off the tetters which 
his muther and her minion had put upon him. 
To that end he, of his own accord, summoned 
a parl. to meet at Nottingham, on the 14th of 
Oct, 1830, It was here that the king’s eyes 
were more open, and he was better informed 
about the practises of his mother and Morti- 
mer; and that he himself was in so small 
danger if things continued in the same state. 
All which bemg represented to him, by some 
well affected lords, the king gave orders to 
then to seize Mortimer and bring hin to pub- 
ic teal and justice. The manner how this 
urrest Was exccuted 1s largely told by all our 
liistorians, but, particularly, by Mr. Barnes ; 
the carl’s person was seized, as well as all his 
adherents, in the castle and town of Notting- 
him, and sent prisoners to the ‘ower of Lon- 
don, Atter which, the king being at Leicester, 
adjourned the parl. from Nottingham to West- 
minster, there to sit on this extraordinary af- 
fair, the 26th of Nov. tollowing. "The writ for 
sunMonINg a new pagl., or adjourning the last, 
boing ina for very unusual, dr. Brady has 
given us anabstract of it in his history. But 
a anuch more sineular writ than this that was 
directed to the abp. of Canterbury, was scnt 
to all the sheriffs in Eneland; in which the evil 
desiens of the late minister, in packing of par- 
liainents to lis purpose, is openly declared. A 
translation of which out of the Public Acts, 


vol. 4, p. 453, in otd French, claims a place in 


our enquiries, 
“The king to the sheriff! of Lancashire, 
grectine..— Since we have been lately informed 
that several uppressiuns and hardships have 
been put upon ineny of the people of this 
realm, by some that were our aninisters in 
diverse ofliccs, aided by some of our nobility, 
as well privy councellors as others, so that our 
aifairs, by reason of the tcnderacos of our age, 
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were managed by these people to our great 
dainaze and dishonour; wiich things we can 
no longer sulfer; it is our greatest desire that 
all matters may be put in their due estate, and 
these wrongs and misprisions redressed.—W e 
therefore charge and command you, on the 
faith which you owe us, that immediately 
without delay you proclaim in your jurisdic- 
tion, as well within liberties as without, that 
all those who can make complunt of any op- 
pressions, hardships, or other grievances to 
them done, contrary to right, and the laws 
aud usages of our realm, should appear at 
Westminster, at our ensuing parl. and make 
their cumplaints to us, or to our deputies, and 
we will sce that they have as good and speedy 
relict as in reason they can desire.—And, be- 
euuee that, before this time, several knights, 

| representatives for counties, were people of ill 

designs, and maintainers of false quarrgls, and 
would not suffer that our good subjects should 

shew the grievances of the common people, 

nor the matters which ought to be redressed in 

park, to the great damage of us and our sub- 

Jects ;—we, therefore, charge and command 

that you cause to be elected, with the com- 

mon consent of your county, two, the most 

proper and most suthcient knights, or serjeants 

of the said county, that are the least suspected 

of ill designs, or common maintainers of par- 

tics, to be of our suid purl. according to the 

foria of our writ which you have with you. And 

this we expect you shall do, a» vou will eschue 

our anger and indignation. Given at Wood- 

stock, Nov. 8rd. By the Ising.” 

The parl. being assembled at Westin. on the 
dayv‘ppointed, the young king, it ts said, made 
a speech to them, complaining much against 
the conduct of the queen and Mortimer; and 
that with the consent uf his subjects, he de- 
signed to assume to himself the reins of govt. 

| though he was not yet arrived to the age pre- 
seribed by law. The parl. gladly consented ; 
all the members being cqually ready to second 
his designs. For this hiat of a speech we have 
no hetter authority than M. Rapin; where he 
had his, the marginal notes do not declare 3 it - 
is key that the muaiter was proposed to the 
| par. hy some of the ministry, it not being the 
‘custom in those days to speak from the throne, 
jas the reader will and in the scquel. 
alrlicles of inpeachment agatust ld, Mortaner, 
The neat thug we find done at this park, 
‘was, the exhibiting the following Articles ayainst 
the lord Mortimer, which we shall here give, 
ltranslated from the French ouginal, now on 
the rolls in the Tower:— 
© ‘These are the treasons, felonies, and mis- 
chiets dune to our Jord the king, and his peo- 
ple, by Roger Mortimer, and others of his com- 
pany.—ist. Whereas in the part holden at 
Wesun. next after the hiny’s coronation, it was 
ordained, that 4 bps. 4 carls, and 6 barons 
should rematn with the king to advise him, 
and that 4 should stil be with him, viz. 1 
bishop, 1 earl, 2 barons at least, and that no 
great business should be done without ther 
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assent; after which parl. the said Roger not 
having regard to the said assent, usurped to | 
himself royal power, and the govt. of the realm, 
above the state of the king, and put out and 
placed officers in the king’s house, and other 
where throughout the kingdom, at his pleasure, 
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— 5th. Whereas the said Roger knew weil the 
kine’s father was dead and buried, be by others 
oflis partv in deceivable manner, informed 


I the earl of Kent, that he was alive ; whercfore 


the earl being desirous to know whether it was 
so or not, used all the good ways he could to 


such as were of his party, and set John Wy- | discover the truth, and so long, till the said 
ward and others abuut the king, to observe his « Roger by his usurped royal power, caused hin 
actions and words; so as he was encompassed | ta be apprehended in the parl. holden at 
by his enemies, that he could do nothing as he | Westm. and so pursued him, as in that parl. 
would, but only as a man under,guard or re-' he prucared his death.—6th, The said Roger, 


straint.—2nd. Whereas the king’s father was 
at Kenelworth, by order aud assent of the 


and to be served as such a great person ought 
to be; the said Roger by his us:rped power, 
which he exercised over him at his pleasure, 
ordered that he should be sent to Berkley 
castle, where, by him and his confederates, he 
was traiterously, feloniously, and falsely mur- 
dered and killed. —3rd. The said Roger by his 
usurped royal power, forbad by the king’s writ 
under the great seal, that any should coine to 
the parl. atSalisbury with force and arms, under 

ain of forfeiting whatever they had to the 
Une: yet thither he came with others of his 
party with force and arms,to the said parliam. 
contrary to the prohibition aforesaid ; where- 
fore divers peers of the land, as the carl of 
Lancaster and others, knowing the manner of 
his coming, would not be there: and wherens 
the prelates were assembled in one house, to 
consult about the business of the king and 
realm, the said Roger broke open the doors of 
the said house with armed men, upon the pre- 


by his usurped royal power, caused the king 
to give to him and tus children, and con- 
federates, castles, towns, manors. and fran: 
chises m Fneland, [reland, and: Wales, in de- 
crease of the revenues of the crown.~—7th. ‘The 
sad Rover in deceiveble manner caused the 
knights of shires, at the parl. at Winchester, to 
grant to the king one man at amis out of every 
town of England, that answered in the court 
of the Fyre by 4 men, and the provost, (7. ¢. 
the rieve or baihff of the lord of the manor) to 
serve at their own cost, for a year im his war 
in Gascoigne 3 which charge he contrived for 
the advantage of himself and party, in destruc- 
tion of the people.—8th. The said Roger, by 
his said usurped royal power, caused summons 
to he sent to many great kniwhts and others, 
that they should come to the king wherever he 
was 3 and whenthey came, he caused them to be 
charged to prepare themselves to go into Gas- 
coigne, or fine jat his pleasure; which fines 
were for the benefit of htm and his party.— 
Oth. The said Roger falsely and maliciously 
made discord between the king's father and 


! 
| 
pecrs of the land, to stay there for his ease, 
| 
| 
| 


lates, and threatened them with lite and mein- | his queen; and possessed her, that if she went 
ber, if any of them should be so hardy as to | to him, she should certainly be killed with a 
speak or do any thing contrary to his pleasure | dagger, or otherwise murdered; and by this 
in any point. And in the same part. by the | way, and his other subtletics, he so ordered it, 
sud usurped power, he caused the king to make | that she would not come to her lrege lord and 
him earl of March, and to give him and _ his ; king, to the great dishonour of ber son and self, 
leirs several lands in disherison of the crown; and great damage of the whole realm per 
and afterwards the said Roger, and those of his , chance in time to come, which God torbid.— 


party, led the king armed against the said earl 
of Lancaster, and other peers of the land, as | 
far as Winchester, when they were coming to | 
the parl. at Salisbury, so that the earl and 
other peers, to avoid the evils that might have 
happened, out of regard to the king, departed 
and went toward their own countrics, grieving 
that they could not speak with, or advise their 
hicge lord as they ought to do—#tth. The said ; 
Rover, by the said usurped power, caused the 
king to march forcibly against the carl, and 
other peers of the land, who were appointed 
to be with the king, to advise him; and s0 
’ prosecuted them with force, that the said earl - 
and some others of lis company, that wished 
well to the kingdom, submitted to the kiny’s 
grace, saving to them life and member, and 


too great a tine set upon them; vet he caused 
them to be fined go vrievously, that half their 
lands, if sold outright, would only pay it; and 
others he caused to be driven out of the na-' 
tion, and their lands to be seized, avainst the 
furin of the great charter, aud law of the land. 


that they might not be disinhcrited, nor have 
{ 


10th. The smd Roger by his said usurped royal 
power, had caused to be taken for him and his 
party, the king’s treasure, as much as he plea:- 
ed, without tale, m money and jewels, im de- 
struction of the king, so that he had not where- 
withal to pay for his victuals.—11th. The said 
Roger, by the said usurped power, causcd tu 
be shared between him and his confederates, 
the 20,000 marks which came out of Scotland, 
for the articles of peace, without any thing re- 
ceived by the hing.—12th. The said Roger, by 
his above-mentioned royal power, received the 
king’s duties and purveyance through the kine- 
dom, as if he ae been king; and he and his 


| party had with them double the company of 


men and horse that were with the king, in de- 
struction of the people, not paying for their 
quarters any more than they themselves pleased, 
—13th. The said Roger, by his sau! royal 
power caused the king to agree to the mount- 
ing of 200 Irish chevaliers, or horse, being of 
those that killed the great men of Ireland and 
others, who were in the king’s faith; whereas 
the king ought immediately to have revenged 
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their deaths, rather than pardoned them, con- 
trary to the statute and assent of parl.—144th. 
The said Roger contrived to have destroyed 
the king’s secret friends, in whom he had most 
coniidence; and he surmised to the king, in 
the presence of the queen his mother, the bps. 
of Lincoln and Salisbury, and others of his 
council, that his said secret friends had excited 
him to combine with his (the said Roger's) 
enemies beyond sea, in destruction to the 
queen his mother, and of him the said Roger; 
and this he attirmed so mpudentiy to the king, 
that he could not be believed ayainst what he 
had suid; and tor these things, and many 
others, not as yet fit to be declared, he had 
been apprehended: wheretore the king charged 
the curls and barons, the peers of the land, as 
these things concerned himself, themselves, 
and all the people of the rcalin, to do right 
and true judygiment upon him for the crimes 
above written, as being noturious and known 
to be true, to themselves, and all the peo- 
ple of the kingdom.” ~ 
Then the earls, barons, and peers, having 
examunied these arucles, came into parl. befure 
the king, and they all delivered their opinion, 
by one of their body, ‘ that all things con- 
tained in the said articles were notorious, and 
known to theinselves, and all the people;’ 
wherefore they, as judges in parl, by assent of 
the king, did award and judge the said Roger 
as a traitor and enemy to the king and king- 
dom, to be drawn and hanced, and commanded 
the eul mareschal to execute the judgement, 


~ and the mayor, aldermen, and sheriffs ot Lon- 


° 


don, with the constable of the Tower, and those 
who had the gnard of him, to be aiding and 
assisting with the earl mareschal at the execu- 
tien; which was performed accordialy on the 
29th of Nov. ata place then called the Elms, 
and attcrwards ‘T'yburn. 

The king in his parl. charged the earls, ba- 


rons and peers, to give right and true judg- 


ment arnitist Simon de Bereford, kt. who had 
been aiding and advising with Roger Morti- 
mer in all the treasons, telonies, &c. tor which 
he was afterwards adjudyed to die, as was no- 
torjously Kaown to the said pecrs ; whereup- 
on they cane hbetore the king in part. and said 
all with oie voice, “that the snd Simon was 
net ther peer, aad therefore they were not 
bound to judge him as a peer ef the land 2 
but since it was a thing so notorious and known 
to all, that he was advising, aiding and assist- 
ing the said Rover in all the felonies, &c, afore- 
said; and that he was guilty of divers other fe- 
Jonies aud robberies, aud a principal maintainer 
ot rolibers and telons ; they as peers and tudes 
of parl. by assent of the king, do award and 
adjudge him, as a traitor and enemy to the 
king and realm, to be drawn and hanged ; and 


the earl mareschal was commanded to do cx- 


ecution ; which was done accordingly. But it 
appears by the same puarl.- Poll, that it was then 
also declared, that though the lords and peers 
in parl, had for this time, in the -king’s pre- 
sence, procecded as judges to give judgment 
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upon those that were no peers; yet hereafter 
this should be no precedent to draw them to 
give judzment on any other but their peers, in 
case of treason or felony. 

Then the peers proceeded and passed judg- 
ment upon the prmecipal actors in the murther 
of the ee king Edw. and the death of Edm, 
earl of Kent; and for the latter of these, sir 
John Maluravers bemg found guilty in making 
him falsly ta believe, that the said king was 
alive, the said John was sentenced to be drawn, 
hanged and beheaded as a traitor, when and 
wherever he should be tound; and the peers 
prayed the king to issne forth his proclamation 
that any one who could take him alive, an 
bring hun to the king, should have 1000 marks ; 
and if he could not be taken alive, he that 
should bring his head, should have 500/. of the 
king’s gift. Further, the same judgment was 
given against Bugo de Bayons, and John Da- 
veril, for the same cause, and he that could 
take Bogo alive, and bring him to the king, 
should have 100/.; or if he brought his Read 
he should have 100 marks; and he that could 
take John Daveril alive, and bring him to the 
king, should have 100 marks; or if he could 
bring his head, he should have 40/. The same 
judgment was given likewisc against Thos, de 
Guerney, and Wm, de Ocle, tor the death of 
king Edw, ¢ that they had talsly and traitors 
ously murthered Linn ;’ and he that could take 
Thoinas alive, was to have 100/,; or if he 
could bring bis head, 100 marks: be that could 
bring Wi. de Ocle alive, was to have 100 
marks, or his head, 40/. Likewise amongst the 
pleas of the crown of this parl. there 1s recorde 
ed the arraigninent of the lord Thos. de Berkele, 
for the death of Edw. II, to this eect; for that 
the said king was committed to the keeping of 
the said Thos, and John Matravers, in the cas~ 
tle of the said sir Thos. at Berkele, when he 
was murthered ; the said sir Thos. saith, © that 
at the time of the death of the said king, he 
was sick at Bradelve, without the said castle, 
and knew not what was done there, nor was con~ 
senting thereunto; and thereupon put himself 
upon his trial by 12 knights, named im the ree 
cord, who found him not guilty, nor that he 
fled, or withdrew himself upon it; but since he 
had placed under him Thos. de Gurney, and 
Win. de Ocle to keep the king, by whom he 
was murthered, he had a day given lnm to 
hear his judgment in the next parl, ; and in the 
mean time he was committed to sir Ralph Ne- 
vill, steward of the kivg’s houshold. 

In 1531 Edw. called a parl. at Westm. to 
meet the dav atter Michaelmas day; in which 
the bp. of Winchester, chancellor, declared the 
cause of the summons to be,.* concerning the 
dutchy of Aquitam, aud the king’s possess:ons 
beyoud sea, whether peace should be made or 
other issue put to the dissenuons between the 
kings of England and France, by reason af the 
said territories. As also about ailairs in Ire- 
land, concerning the king’s going thither, to ors 
dain how peace might be the best kept in that 
nation.” It was agreed that the king’s busincss 
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should be preferred before any other. Upon ! ceived a mesznge, that the k. of France, with 


this, the chancellor applied himself to the 
prelates, earls, barons, &c. for their advice, 
‘Whether they thought it best for the king to 
proceed by way of process of war, or by an 

. amicable treaty with the king of France, for the 
restitution of Aquitain?? The parl. agreed to 
the last, as the least dangerous way of proceed- 
ing; and the bps. of Winchester, Worcester, 
and Norwich, with the lords Beaumont, Percy, 
and Montague, sir Jciiry le Scroop, and sir 
John de Shoreditch, were sent to the French 
king for that purpose. As to Ireland, it was 
resulved, ¢ that the king in person should go 
thither; -but, to prepare his way, a certain 
number of forces, under able commanders, 
should be sent before bin; and that those es- 
pecially that held any lands there, should go 
speedily over for the defence of that kingdom.’ 
Also it was ordained, ¢ that all learned men in 
the law, who should be appointed as justices, 
should by no means be excused on any pre- 
tence whatsoever.’ And further it was or- 
dered, * that search should be made into his 
Majesty’s records, to see what methods had 
been formerly taken for the civilizing and well 
governing the people of Ireland.’ In this parl. 
It was agreed that all feats of arms should be 
detended, as well by the justices as others, until 
the king and his-council should otherwise ap- 
point. Also that Isabel, the queen mother, 
should have yearly 3000/. in rents and lands, 
allowed her for her maintenance. And that 
none of the estates in parl. should retain, sustain 
or avow any felon, or other common breaker 
ofthe law. Lastly, it was enacted, that no 
purveyauce of victual should be made, but for 
the king, qucen, and royal family, and that 
by good warrant and rcady payment.—See 
Barnes's Edw. IID. p. 63. 

Another parl. was summoned to meet at 
Westin. March 12, 1332; reciting in the sum- 
mons the king’s reasons tor calling them. 
Where, that we may sce, says Joshua Barnes, 
what prudent care was then taken, by these 
august assemblies, that their debates should 
not be awed by fear, or disturbed by tumults; 
it was first by the king’s order proclaimed, 
‘ that no man, upon pain of forfeiting all his 
substance, should presume to use or wear any 
coat of metal, or other weapon offensive or 
detensive in London, Westm. or the suburbs of 
the same. And also, that during the time of 
this session, no games or other plays of men, 
women, or children, should be used in Westm. 
to the disturbance of the parl.’ Here also, 
adds he, we shall mention the laudable custom 
of part. in thosc days, whereby certain com- 
faittees were appointed not only to be re- 
ceivers, but also tryers of petitions, who were 
to enquire of the matter of fact, expressed in 
the petition; that so it might he clearcd and 
rightly stated betare it came to be debated in 
full parl. The chancellor opened the session 
with a speech, more fully declaring the king’s 
reasons for calling them. The parport of it 
~was to acquaint them, ‘ that his maj. lad re- 


many other kings and princes, having appoint. 
ed to go to the Holy Land, in the present 
month of March, they much desired the com- 
pany of the king of England, tor the better 
strenzthening themselves against the common 
enemy of Christendom. ‘The king therefore 
desired the advice of this parl. whether it was 
proper to accompany them in this expedition. 
or not” Then sir Jeftry Scroop of Masham, 
in the king’s presence, and at his command, 
declared further, § that this meeting was 
called, as well to redress the breaches of the 


Jaws and his peace, as for the voyage to the 


Holy Land. That the king was informed, and 

it was notorious to all, that divers people de- 

fying the law, were gathered together in great 

companies, to the destruction of the king’s 

subjects, the people of holy church, and the 

king's justices; taking and detaining some of 
them in prison, until, to save their lives, they 

had received great fines and ransoms, at the 

pleasure of the evil doers; putting some to 

death, robbing others of their goods and chat- 

tels, and doing other mischiets and felonies." 

Therefore he the said sir Jettry, on behalf of 
the king, charged the prelates, earls, barons, 

and others there assembled, on their faith and 

allegiance, ‘ that they should advise him con- 
cerning his voyage to the Holy Land, which 
he very much desired to undertake; ag also 

how the peace might be kept, and how these 

rioters might be chastised and restrained from 
their wickedness,’ Atter these speeches were 

ended, the abp. of Canterbury stood up and 

said, ¢ that it did not properly belong to their 

function to be prescnt at criminal, debates ;”” 
and with a proviso of reserving their rights 

still to themselves and successors, withdrew, 
with the proctors of the clergy, to consult by 

themselves. The carls, barons, aud other 
grandees, consulted also apart; andthe repre 
sentatives of rhe commonsapart; they at that 
time having no particular speaker, The re- 
sult of these separate consultations was, that 
the lords and great men rctarned into the 
kiny’s presence, and by the mouthof sir Henry 
Beawnont, whom they had chosen for their 
speaker, declared that their advice to the king 
was, § that he should ordain justices in every 
county of the kingdom, for the conservation of 
the peace against offenders, with power to 
punish and repress them. And turther, that 
certain officers should be appointed tor appre 
hending tnaletactors, and levying the hue and 
cry.’ Accordingly commissions were issued 
out to the sheriffs, and best men of every coun- 
ty, to apprehend and imprison, and raise the 
posse-comitutus against them ; .and cause them 
to be indicted and punished according to their 
deserts. 

After settling their domestic concerns, this 
parl, went upon the considcration of foreign 
affairs; and it was unanimously agreed, that. 
the time mentioned by the French king for 
| Fdw.'to join with him in the crusade was too 
‘little for that purpese. Then sur Jeffry Scroop, 
} 
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‘by the kine’s command, told them, ‘ That ; king removed his court to York, where he re- 


whereas in the last parl. at Westm. it had been 
agreed that the dificrences on foot between the 
kings of England and France, concerning the 
territories beyond sea, should be reconciled by 
treaty, by way of marriage, or by some other 
amicable manner; that thereupon the king 
had sent his commissioners to the French king, 
who had treated with them, and reported back, 
that his may. of France told them, that if it 

leased their master to come over in person, 
he would shew more favour to him than to any 
other. Wherefore it was necessary to send 
speedily to the said king, and for this end the 
advice of the parl. was demanded; whicther 
the king should go over in person or not.’ 
The parl. consented to his going, in hopes that 
all obstacles towards an agrecment between 
them might be thereby removed, and much 
advantage accrue tothe realm. ‘They advised 
also, that the Insh’ expedition might be post- 

oned for this year, but that an army should 
he sent over into that country. 

It is worthy of remark that this is the first 
time that we can find that the Commons ever 
scparated from the Lords and madc a distinct 
house by themeelves, though without a Speaker. 
also that the lower clergy were present at this 
parl. represented by their proctors, sat by 
themselves, the bishops included, and not with 
the lay-commrong, as some writers, without any 
Just grounds, have asserted, It seems here 
likewise, that Justices of Peace, such as we 
have at this day in power, were first appoint- 
ed. And lastly, that though this parl. did not 
sit a whole weck, yet itshews how much busi- 
ness was dispatched in a few days, when all 
things were drawn up and ready prepared by 
the king and his council beforehand. 

Edw. called another parl. to meet on the 
9th of Sept. 1832, at Westm., where the bp. 
of Winchester, lord chancellor, declared, ‘That 
the cause of their meeting was about the aftairs 
of France, and the king’s expedition thither, 
to put a stop to the success his enemies gained 
in those parts.’ The parl. being adjourned to 
Thursday following, they were alarmed with 
some sudden news out of the north, which 
made them fear an invasion from the Scots; 
whereupon the lords and commons did each 
by their several petitions advise the king not 
to go into France, or Ireland, but to send to 
the latter a sutticient supply of men and monev, 
whilst himself marched a strong army towards 
the north, in order to watch the motions of the 
Scots. For this expedition the king had granted 
hin a 15th of all the personal estates of the 
prelates, lords, and knights of shires; and a 
10th of the cities and boroughs: but they de- 
sired, ¢ That the king would please to hve of 
his own, without grieving his subjects by out- 
rageous prizes, or such hke illegal taxations.’ 
Hereupon the king revoked the late new com- 
mission tor raising of certain tallaces or cus- 
toms, and promised from henceforth to settle 
the same according to the old rates. 

Shortly after this parl. was dissulved, the 
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ceived the speedier account of the posture of 
affairs in Scotland. Here he summoned a new 
parl. to meet, a tew days before the feast of 
st. Michacl; but they did not mect until the 
ad of Dec. following. We tind that. sir Jeffry 
Scroop was again the king’s prolocntor on this 
occasions; and declared the reason of that 
mecting was, § That the king having lately un- 
derstood that the lord Bahol shad caused hiin- 
sclf to he proclaimed k. of Scotland, and the 
truce with David Bruce was newly expired, he 
demanded their advice whether he should tilf 
upon Scotland, in his own name, and claim the 
dominion thereot as his own right; or else, by 
joining with king Bahol, should take the ad- 
vantave of recovering the homave and services 
his ancestors had enjoved” But because great 
part of the prelates and clerey were abscnt, 
nothing was then resolved on, but the parl. 
was adjourned to the 5th of Jan. following ; 
the king being obliged to send out fresh sum - 
mons, strictly enjoining all persons to attend, 
and to delay no longcr or hinder the king’s 
weighty affairs on any pretence whatsocver.— 
At the time ‘of adjournment, all appeared ; 
and on the 1st day of their sitting command- 
ment was given to the mayor of York, in pro- 
sence of the king and all his parl., to see the 
kine’s peace kept in the sard city and suburbs 
ee and to arrest all that ottended against 
it. Also, proclamation was made against 
weapons and plays, by the steward and mare- 
schal, before the house where the parl. sat, and 
by the mayor and bailiffs in the city. After all 
this formality, our records are short as to any 
notable transactions of this parl.” Some Chro- 
nicles tell us, that the lord Beaumont, the earl 
of Athole, with several other lords, who had 
been enynged with k. Baliol in the Scotch at 
fair, appeared at it; being sent by the said 
king to use all their interest to engage Edw, 
and the parl. to declare in his favour. At the 
same time came certain envoys from king David 
Bruce, ‘ To beseech the king that he would 
vive no assistance to his enemy, but rather 
to aid him who was his brother-in-law, and 
ally, with whom also he was then at amity.’ 
—It does not appear that any direct answer 
was given to cither of these petitions; it 1s 
only said that the king was advised, ¢ Nat to 
act avainst his ewn subjects, who had lost all 
their estates in Scotland, by the late articles of 
peace, and who had taken up ams only to re- 
cain them.’—It may readily be imayined by 
the consequences of affiuirs, that the polities 
of those tines inclined the king to take this 
advice. For though he religiously kept the late 
treaty with Scotland, on his own part; yet, no 
sooner was the 4 years truce expired, but he 
sent ambassadors to David the young king, 
demanding a restitution of Berwick, and that 
he should come and do his homace to the k. of 
England. This bein: utterly denied by David 
and his nobility, they deciared war avainst 
them, and, according to their instructions, 


defied their king. 
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For the more effectual carrying on of this | what answer the parl. gave to the king on 


wu, Edw. had summoned a parl. to meet at 
York, in March, 1333. Here he acquainted 
them with his design of marching directly into 
Scotland, in persun, to assist k. Bahiol, and 
reduce Berwick to his obedience; which the 
whole assembly readily agreed to. They gave 
ther opinion, * That the king could no lonver, 
with honour, put up the wrougs and iajuries 
daily done to hin and his subjects by the Scots; 
and therefore they humbly advised his maj. to 
provide such turce of men and arms, as might 
not only reduce Berwick to his obedience, but 
uso compel the king of Scots to seek his peace, 
by rendering unto him the accustemed homay 
fur that kingdom: and in this enterprise they 
ail promised to assist him in purse and person,’ 
—TVo this parl. k. Bahol had been summoned, 
as holding of Edw.; but he understanding that 
his enemics had laid wait for him in his jouraey, 
durst not come; but sent a sutticicnt excuse by 
the lord Becumont and others, declaring the 
reasons Of his non-appearance at that ume: 
Which apology was accepted by the king and 
parl.—We reter the reader to Mr. Barnes's 
history of this kiny’s reign, and to the more 
general English historians, for the progress of 
this war, We necd only sav, that Edw. sur- 
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ths declaration ; but whether they agreed to 
this project, or not, it was frustrated by ad< 
vices out of Scotland which came at that time, 
jutimating that the Scots had again rebelled 
avalnst k. Bahl, had taken some Envlish lords 
prisoners, and deteated their forces. Upou this 
news the parl. granted the king a 15th frum 
the lords and knivhts of shires, a 10th from 
the clergy, and the like from the citizens and 
burgesses. ' 

‘Lhe king soon turned all his thoughts to- 
wards Scotland, and coming to Nottinchiug, 
issued out writs for calling a pari. to mect at 
York about Whitsuntide, 1335; there to treat 
how to carry on the war against the Scots. 
What was done in that affair we know not; 
fur at the intercession of a bp., sent by the 
French king for that purpose, a truce was 
granted tor G weeks. At this pari. ‘several 
more statutes were enacted, very serviccable 
to the peace and weliare of the realm.—The 
time of the truce, being concluded the Scotch 
war began again, and contnued with great 
tury and varivus success till the next year. 
When at a parl. called at Northampton, 
June 25, 1836, the king received advice that 
the French hing had so tar espoused the Scotch 


passed his grandfather in the rapidity of his | quarrel, as to engage himself to protect and 
conquests: fur in a very short time be had | assist them; and tu that purpose, had sent 


over-run all Scotland: and seen atter received 
Baliol’s homage to him, in a park. at Edin- 
burgh, as sovereign lord oft that kingdom. 

Edw. on his return into Eneland, heid ano- 
ther parl. at York, which had been summoned 
tw meet Feb. 21, 133-4. The chief matters 
there enacted were, “ That the Great Charter 
wod the Forest Liberties, and other good sta- 
tutes, should be duly observed; and what 
clauses therein were obscure should by good 
advice be explained.’ There were also several 
other acts made in this parl., for which sec 
Statutes at Large, and Cotton’s Abndgment of 
Records. 

Ja the same year, after a great council held 
at Nottingham, a purl. was summoned to meet 
at Westin. on the Lith of Sept. The’ choice 
of this festival almost declared the occasion of 
the summons ; which was, ‘That the king being 
thereunto mvited by his cousin the duke of 
Bretaign, whe came lately on an embassy from 
France, had formed a resoluuon to take a 
voyage with his brother of France and other 
christian princes to the Holy Land. He told 
them the reason he had not answered k. Philip 
before, when he applicd to him for this expe- 
dition, was, that he had learned the French 
king had fitted out tea great ships, designed to 
assist k. David's party in Scotland. Yet, as 
these ships had been miserably shattered at 
sea, and were forced to return home without 
any effect; and also that Scotland seemed 

retty well settled, under the govt. of k. Ba- 
fiol, he was the more willing to partake with 
the rest of the princes, in this pious and ho- 
nourable enterprise; though he had set no 
tame for the doing of it.’—We cannot leara 
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over several eminent commanders, with con- 
siderable supplies of meu, money, and ammu- 
nition, Edw. was not at all displeased witia 
the news, because it gave him now a just oc- 
casion to turn his arms against France ; and he 
hoped iso that as soon as ever the French aud 
Scotch were joined they would give him battle, 
which the latter had hitherto industriously 
avoided. Flushed with these martial thoughts, 
Edw. privately stule away from his parl. whom 
he lett at their debates; and with wonderful 
expedition arrived at st. John’s-Town in Scot- 
land, where he found k, Ball ready at the 
head of the forces of both nations. Having 
again ravaccd all Scotland over, trom sea to 
sea, and finding nothing to resist hin, he re- 
turned into England, to a part. which met at 
Nottinghain, Sept. 25, this year. Here Edw. 
obtained a new grant to carry on his wars in 
Scotluud and Gascoigny, of a 20th frum the 
nobuity and yventry, a tuth from the citizens 
and burgesses, and a 6th trom the clergy. Be- 
sides, the merchants of England were taxed to 
to pay 40s. a sack forall wool transported; aud 
foreigners 3/. 

The next year another parl. was suramoned 
to Westin. about the middle of March, 1537. 
It was here enacted, ‘that no wool of Eng- 
lish growth should be transported beyond the 
seas; and that all cluth-workers should be re- 
ceived troin whatever forcign parts they should 
come, and fit places should be assigned them, 
with divers liberties aad privileges, and that 
they should have a certain alluwance from the 
king, till they might be fixed in a way of living 
by their trade.’ It was also ordained, ‘ that 
none should wear any cluaths wrought beyond 
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sea, or hereafter to be imported, except the | king’s use, were sent into Brabant, amounting 
king, queen, and their children:’ also, ‘ that | to 10,000 sacks, under the direction of two 
neue should ‘wear foreign turs or silks, unless | noble merchants, the earls of Northampton 
ke was worth 100 annual rent.’ Besides‘ and Suffolk, who sold the same in Upper Ger 
_ taking care of the great-interest of the nation, | many for 40], a suck, amounting in all to 
in the aforesaid particulars, the king was mind- | 400,0001. By thesc means the king became 
ed to reward past services, and therefore se- | exceeding strong in the sincws of war, but the 
veral new honours and liberal grants were | country was thereby so exhausted of moncy, 
conferred on those noblemen who had served ; that victuals and other commodities became 
bin faithfully to that time. Accordingly, in | excecding cheap. A qr. of wheat was sold 
full parl. the king created his eldest son prince | at London for 2s. a fat ox for 6s, 8d. a fat 
Edw. duke of Cornwall, being the first that ‘ goose for 2d, and 6 pigeons for a id.—On the 
ever wore that coronet in England. And 6 ! 16th of July Fdw. embarked at Larwich, with 
earls, Hy. of Laucaster, earl of Derby; Wm, | a royal navy of 500 sail, accompanied with - 
Montacute, earl of Salisbury ; Hugh de Aud-| many earls, barons, &c. to the number of 20 
ley, earl of Gloucester ; Wm. Clinton, earl of | of the chief nobility of the kingdom, and in a 
Lincoln; Wm. Bohun, earl of Northampton, | short time after arrived at Antwerp, belonging 
and Rob. Uttord, earl of Suffolk. All these | then to the duke of Brabant. 
¢cveatiuns, with the grants of several lordships, Whilst the king was absent in Flanders, the 
castles, rents, &c. fur the better support of | young prince Edw. duke of Cornwall, as guar- 
these new dignities, are larzely treated of in | dian of the kingdom, by commission from his 
Burnes’s Edw. IIL. p. 112, 113. father, called a parl. to mcet at Northampton. 
A parl. was summoned to meet Sept. 27,| The writs were dated, Aug. 25, 1338, and .- 
1337, at Westm. where the king’s intention of | the meeting was appointed to be 15 days after 
going over into France was declared. The | Michaelmas following. Tere was granted such 
whole natiun was then very hearty in the | an aid as never had been given to any king be- 
cause, and their rcpresentatives cheerfully | fure; and shews how well this king, and the 
contributed towards it. The laity granted a | cause he was engaged in, was relished at that 
10th penny from the community, and a 15th | time by his subjects. Upon every town a tax 
from the citizens and burgesses. ‘The clergy | was laid of a 20th of their goods, where the 
were not backward in the matter, for the abp. | value amounted to 20s. He had, also, grant- 
of Canterbury and his convocation gave a 10th | ed him all the wool in the kingdom, to’ be 
of their temporalities tor 3 ycars. Sume fur- | bought at a low pri@e; which must have 
ther regulations were made in this parl. for the | amounted to a vast proportion, since only the 
encouragement of the woollen manutactory ; | 3 counties of Leicester, Lincoln, and North- 
where it was enacted, that all Flemish weavers, | ampton, afforded no less than 1211 sacks of 
and those of other countries, should have tree | wool. ‘The bps. abbots, priors, rectors, vicars, 
liberty to come over, and inhabit in England, | justices, and the noblemen, &c. who ‘held of 
and exercise their trade. hin, ix capite, and went not with him to the 
The last parliamentary aids granted to the | wars, were taxed, some 100, others 200/. a- 
king being not thought sufficient for the mighty | piece, according to their estates and abilities. 
affair he was about to undertake ; another was | At a convacation, also, held the 1st of Oct. a 
called, which met at Westm. Feb. 3, 1338. | 10th was granted from the clergy for 2 years 
Here the laity granted to the king $ of their | to come. 
wools, throughout the whole realm, for the | | The next year the young prince, being but 
next sunmer. Ile also levied of the clergy the | then 10 vears of age, called anuther parl. to 
whole 10th, causing them to pay 9 marks for} mect at Westm, having received an express 
every pack of the best wool; but one half be | commission for it from his father. On the 13th 
took of all persons, whether merchants or | of Oct. they met, and a further aid was de- 
others, aceuidine to the aforesaid grant. And | manded to carry on this important and ex- 
he tvok, also, a 15th of all the commonalty in; pensive war. T he abp. of Canterbury, the° 
the realm, in wool, the price of every stone, hp. of Durham, and sir M. de la Pole, were 
at 1jlbs. the stonc, being rated at 2s. The | sent by the king, then in France, to shew the 
king, ulso, issued out a commission tor scizing | lords and cemmons, ‘ what he had done be- 
upon the estates of the Lombard merchants, | yond sea, with his condition there, and the 
then in London, who by reason of their extor- | mischicfs that had befallen him and_his fol- 
tion in usury, were become odious and a pub- | lowers, four want of supplies from England. 
lic gricvance to the nation. All their jewels, | That he and others who were with him were 
ready-money, &c. were tu be delivered to the | entered into obligations for 300,000/. ster. and 
cunstalle of the Tower, to be kept for the | more, towards the charge of his auxiliaries, and 
hing’s use. About the same time he seized | that he could not handsomely march from 
into his hands the goods and revenues of all ; thence without giving his creditors satistaction, 
mien and foreign priories, especially of the | Lastly, fer this cause, and for the maintenance 
Clunine and Cistercian orders, which were j of lim and his quarrel, which was undertaken 
mminediately let out to farm to those monks, | by the common consent of them all, and that 
who piud asuiicient rent tor them during these | the business he came about might be the more 
wars, ‘Lhe wouls which were gathercd for Whe | ellectually dune, he ought to be supplied with 
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@ very larce sumn.’—This reinonstrance was an- { of their grain, wool, und lambs, and of all their 
swered ettectually, for the aid granted by this | uwa demesnes.” _ 
pari. was as large as the king's demand. The {| = No sooner had king Eds. carried his con- 
nobility uninediately gave bin every 10.b | quests so far as tu assuine unto himself the 
sheaf, fleece, and lamb of their demesnes, ex- style and arms of that kingdom, but he caused 
cept of their boud-tenanis, to be paid tur two | his great seal tv be changed, and added the 
iat desiring, at the same tine, that the il- | Fleurs-de-Lis of France to the Lions of Eng- 
egal duties set upon wool should be revoked, | land. Finding it necessary fur his affairs two 
and that this grant should not turn into a cus- return into his uwn country, to raise more 
tum. ‘Tbe cummons, though they declared {| money on his.subjccts, he called a parl. imme- 
theinselves very turward and willing to assist | diately after, when the writs of summons, di- 
the king, vet praved the regent, ‘that he | rected to ail the sherifs in Eneland, were 
would summon aauther park. ina convenicat | sealed with his new broad seal; they were 
88 se, and in the inenn tune they would take | dated at Harwich, Feb, 21, 1540, bene the 
the sense of their constituents about it, de- 
siring likewise that two knights of the best ! 
Cotates, In their several counties, should be | 
chosen ia that parl.’—Accurdingly writs were 
issucd out, dated Nov. 16, fur another parl. to 
mect the 2uch of Jan. following, | Wise now, ‘The cause of their summons was 
Prince Edw. being culled over by his father | declared to be, * for granting him a great aid 
to Antwerp, 6 cumuiussioners were appointed | or else he should be tor ever dishonoured, and 
to held ube ensuing purl. in his stead. ‘The | his lands, as well on this side as berond the 
proceedings of this pari. are so accurately de- | sen mcreat danger, wf he should luse bis aihes. 
scribed by Mr. Barnes, that we think it proper | That he was in his own proper persen obliged 
tu give them in his own words :—* When the | toreturn to Brussels, and stay there asa pledye, 
tune of the next session of parl. approached, | until the stan he was engaged for was all paid. 
! 


very dav ot his landing. On tse 29th of March 
the king met his parl. at Wes.m, and it appears 
by the date of the writs that, in case of absolute 
necessity, a park mught be then called withta 
less than 40 days, though the usage is other- 


Uere were appuiated to preside in it Joho | But, in casc he might have a sufficient aid, all 
Stratford, abp. of Canteibary, lord chancellor, | these nuschicrs would be prevented, and his 
and Win. de ka Zouch, abp. of York, lord trea- | desin, by die help of God, bave a goad issue.” 
surer, with the dean of York, and sir John | Wheretore, at the king’s reqaest, the park bav- 
Willoughby, deputy lord chic justice, sir Joh: } ing regard ty his declaration, granted hin the 
Stunore, Justice of the king's bench, and sir] 9th sheaf, tleece, and lamb, and the citizens 
Juin St Paul, any 4, 3, or 2 of these, were | and burgesses the Yuh of all their gouds and 
by the king’s letters patents wppulnited to bo | chattels, according to the true value, for two 
gin, continue, and cod che park ror, nnd inthe | Years next coming. ‘They, also, granted a 15th 
mame of the hing, aud the lord warden of Eng- | on all foreign meschants that did not reside in 
land, nud there lo do all things, which the said cities and towns ; hikewise upon these people 
guardian should do, until his, or the king his | that dwelt in forests and wastes; and upon all 
lather’s coming. he commission began A; those that lived by labouring at husbandry ; 
vaidus, D. Gr. §e. and ended, ‘Teste Ldcardo, | beggars, cottagers, and slaves, only excepted : - 
Jduce Cornubie & Com. Costr. Filia nostro | upon condition that the king would cousent to 
charpsime, Gardiine de Anel.—YVhese com- | enact and establish, that froin thencetorth no 
lnisstuuers atureraid causcd sundry of the lords | custom should be taken for one sack of wool 
and compons to assciubkle in the see but halfia mark ; and of lead, tin, Indes, lea- 
chauabeg, before whom, because several of ; ther, or wools, nothing but the ancient custom. 
buth houses were not vet come, they continucd | Yet, notwithstanding they made this request 
the parl. trum duy to day, till che guth of Jan, | to the king, this par. unanimously granted 
during which time, merchants, owncrs of ships, | him, of every sack of wool 403. of every last 
and amarivers, did attend. ‘The causes of as- | of leather 41. of every 300 of wool-teils 40s. 
sembling che purl. were declared to be for | aud of every other surt of merchandize, to be 
granting the king an aid, tor keeping of the | exported, according to their weight or mea- 
sea, und for defence of the north Marches: | sure; to cominence at Faster this year, being 
hereupon the commons required time to con- | the 14th of the kiug’s reign, to Whitsuntde in 
sider thercof tll the 19th of Feb.; and then j the year ensuing, From which last date, and 
they unanimously offered to the king for aid | forwards, the king granted that neither he nor 
30,000 sacks of wool, on certain cunditiuns. | his successors should desure, take, nor permit 
But tor the better expedition, after suinc de- | to be taken, muve than two marks for custom 
bare, they yielded to give the king prescutly | on a suck of woul, belonging to the English; 
2500 sucks of wool; sv, as if the king liked | and of skins, leather, sud other merchandizes, 
the conditions aforesaid, the same should go | according to ancient custuin, Kanyghton, who 
in part of payment, if not, they were freely | is very expressive in these taxatiuns, gocs on 
offered unto him. ‘The lords promised to send | and writes, that a sack of wool ought to weigh 
unto the king to know his pleasure, aud in the | 26 stone, every stone being 14lb.; and that 
inean time, they also for their parts, grant, |; every Englishman or torcigner, gojng out of 
thut such of them, or of their peers, as held | England into foreign parts, should tind goad 
bya barony, should give to the kung the 10th: and sulligient security for the payment of these 
Vor. 1, j eae: | 


99] 


customs, before his going abroad, viz. That he 
should bring back with him a piece of silver or 
gold plate, to the value of two marks for each 
sack of wool, and so for other merchandize, as 
aforesaid, at hisreturn. The same piece of 
plate to be carried to the king’s exchange, 
there to receive the overplus of it in coined 
money. For this extraordinary grant to the 
crown, the king on his part, granted many 
things for the ease of the public ;'as pardonin 
offenders in forest laws, giving felons goods, aad 
inany other matters as are contained in a 
charter made for that purpose. . 

Edw. having stiled himself king of France 
,and altered his arms, his English subjects 
thought themsclves in danger of becoming a 
province to France, as being the greater king- 
dom. The lords and commons therefore be- 
sought bim, ‘that they might be bound to 
obey him, only asking of England; and that this 
nation should not be put in subjection to him 
as k. of France.’ The king to give his sub- 
jects entire satisfaction in that matter, and to 
remove that jealousy, gave the parl. his letters 
patents of indemnity; which will be found in 
the Statutes at Large, an. 1340. There was 
little else material done in this parl. except 
that the marquis of Juliers, who had done 
Edw. great service in France, was created earl 
of Cambridge, with a pension of 1000/. a 
year. 

In a short time after this pari. the king went 
abroad again; and whilst he lay at the siege 
of Tournay, another parl. was held, by commis- 
sion, on 7th of July, in the same year, at 
Wesumn. The reasons of their meeting being de- 
clared by the abp. of Canterbury, then chan- 
ccflor, to be, ¢ 1st. To consult what further 
course was best for the king and his allies to 
tuke against France. 2nd. To provide fur the 
common peace, and how to keep good order 
at home. 3rd. To take care for the defence 
of the northern parts. 4th. For the dominion 
at sca. 5th. How to answer to the king the 
subsidy last granted bin.’ On the next day, 
being Thursday, the great victory which the 
king had lately obtained at sea was opertly de- 
clared in parl. and it was moved by the chan- 
cellor, ‘ that to go on so as to perfect these 
happy beginnings, he must be further enabled 
_with great supplies of money: that the king 
desired their advice how it might be raised 
with the least grievance to the people.’ The 
_ answer to this was postponed till Saturday: at 
which time the Jords and commons granted 
_ the king, asin the last parl, the 9th of their 
corn, wool, and lamb, and many other useful 
poe were made fur answering the same. 

the same day came the earls of Arundele and 
Glocester, with sir Wm. Trussel, from the king 
with letters signed with the privy seal, and di- 
rected to the lords and commons in parl. as- 
sembled ; purporting his great naval victory 
near the port of Swyne; and pressing for a 
3 na supply of money to carry on the war 
this summer. In obedience to these demands, 
the parl. went immediately upon ways and 
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means to supply him ; and John Stratford, abp. 
of Canterbury, Ralph Strattord bp. of London, 
with other bps. abbots and knights, freely un- 
dertook, on their own credit, to raise the king 
20,000 sacks of wool. So that for every sack, 
of the best sort, the king should receive 6/. 
for other 5, and for the worst 4 marks ; besides 
lis custoin of 40s. on every sack; and of all 
this money a speedy return to be made to the 
king. It wus stipulated, however, that the sub- 
sidy of next year should be employed for the 
payment of this loan, and this to be confirmed 
by the king’s letters patents. Mr. Barnes hag 
given us an account of a large quantity of pro- 
visions, which were ordered for the use of the 
king’s army by this parl. viz. 2000 qrs. of wheat, 
50U of beans and pease, 800 flitches of bacon, 
2tun weight of cheese, and 100 tuns of wine. 
‘Two persons there named were appointed pur~ 
veyors general of the ports of Sandwich and 
Southampton ; and 4400/. were assigned out of 
the aids of the counties of Essex and Oxford 
for the king’s butler. The further proceedings 
of this session we shall give in the-words of 
Mr. Tyrrel: ‘¢ Then it was further agreed in 
parl. that for the speedy sale of this wool, and 
turning # into money, as also the 9th fleece 
which had been given in the last parl. the 
sheriffs should be commanded to send up from 
all cities and boroughs of their several coun- 
ties, certam merchants, to appear before the 
.ing’s council at Westin. on the 15th of Aug. ; 
to treat with them about the buying the said 
wool in all counties. Where the abp. of Can- 
terbury, with some other bps. earls, and barons 
of the anes council, therc named, treated with 
them, and contracted for a great number of 
sacks of wool ; the money to he paid at Bruges 
within 3 weeks after, or upon the 8th of Sept. 
or else upon the feast of st. Michael next en- 
suing at the farthest. ‘The merchants of Bar- 
deton and Prussia contracted for a great deal 
of this wool, and engaged to pay the money to 
those of Louvain and Malines; and several 
particular persons are there named, both Al- 
mins and ethers, that had been yetained 
by king Edw. The lords of the council sent 
tor divers persons to account before them, and 
ordercd them to return this money to the king 
beyond the sea: but what the reason was that 
these returns were not made to the king ac- 
cordingly, is hard to determine; for some of 
our writers lay the fault upon the merchants 
that were to return the money; and others, 
upon the knavery or negligence ot the king’s of 
ficers, who having got these wools into their 
hands, did not dciiver them to the merchants 
according to agreement. 

Pursuant to what Mr. Tyrrel relates, the 
king, finding himself pinched for want of remit- 
tances, and having contracted great debts 
abroud, in order to carry on the war this last 
campaign ; he determined, within himself, to 
yo privately back into England to find out the 
defaulters, and punish them according to their 
deserts. Accordingly, he took shipping in Zea- 
land, with only his queen and 8 more persons 
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of quality ; and, after riding out a furious storm, | sioned a great debate amongst the lords on 


which held them for 3 days together, he landed 
safe at the tower, about two o’cluck in the 
morning, Nov. 30, in the year 1340. Upun 
the king’s entering the tower, he found no 
guard there upon duty, and only his children 
and a few servants that waited on then; for 
which he presently sent for the constable and 
committed him to close confincment in his own 
pron. In the same manner he served the 
mayor of London, the keeper of the great seal, 
the lord chief justice of the king’s-bench, three 
clerks of the chancery and one of the exche- 
quer, who having all been concerned in raisin 
or receiving the late subsidies, soon foun 
lodgings in the same prison. The bps. of Chi- 
chester, and Litchfield and Coventry, the one 
his chancellor, the other lord treasurer, he 
turned out of their offices and imprisoned for a 
tume ; but durst not detain them, tor fear the 
Clementine Constitutions, forbidding bps. to be 
imprisoned, should affect him. But the great- 
est ecclesiastical person he had to deal with, 
in this affair, was the abp. of Canterbury who 
be well knew was as culpable as any. Many 
severe messages were sent from the king to the 
prelate, who retired to his own palace at 
Canterbury; and some as haughty answers 
were returned. At last the king resolved to 
luy the whole before his parl. and to take their 
opinions how he ought to proceed. | 
Accordingly, a parliament was summoned to 
meet at Westm. Ap. 23, 1341, the causes where- 
of was declared to be, ‘ how the king might be 
speedily supplicd with the grants given him 
year, upon his going over in person against 
bis enemy Philip of Valois, great part of which 
was detained from him by evil officers; and 
bow a sufficient sum of money might be raised 
for the king’s present necessities.’ After which 
a declaration was made in the king’s name, 
‘that whoever of his subjccts should think 
themselves hardly dealt with, either by himself 
or any of his officers, upon complaint and 
proof made thereof, should have redress. 
To this parl. the abp. of Canterbury came, 
though he had no writ of summons; attended 
with a great company of his clergy and many 
koights. Upon his entrance into the house, 
the high steward and chamberlain met hin, 
who ia the king’s vame forbad him to cater the 
pari. until he had undergone a trial in the ex- 
chequer, for divers things laid to his charge. 
The abp. lest he should move the king too 
much, vouchsafed to gu into that court, and 
there took a copy of the articles, of which his 
accusation consisted, and to these he promised 
to return an answer. Upon which be was suf- 
fered by the king to come into pari. and there, 
before the whole assembly, he declared the 
cause of his ing to be, “ for the honour, 
rights and liberties of the church, for the profit 
and commodity of the realm, and for the in- 
terest and honour of the king: and, lastly, 
that be might clear himself in pari. of several 
crimes laid to his charge, and published all 
sover England to his prejudice.’ This occa- 


this question, ‘ whether the nobility of the 
land should be put to answer, except beture 
their pecrs in open | pote ? A committee of 12 
pecrs was appointed to draw up a representa- 
tion to his majesty; and they were, also, to 
enquire concerning the crimes laid to the, 
abp’s charge, and fairly to represent how far 
they thought him blameable. Jushua Barnes 
is so particular in the sequel of the controversy, 
betwixt the king and the prelate, that we 
cannot do better than give it in his own words. 
‘‘ Whereupon are named 4 bps. 4 earls, and 
4 barons, to draw up the platform for the 
king’s view. These being also to enquire 
concerning the crimes laid against the abp. and 
to prepare them for the king, among other 
things determined, that the Id. chan. the 
lord treasurer, and other high officers of state, 
should be included under the names of peers ; 
and set down a request, that all conditions and 
estates might enjoy their proper and peculiar 
liberties. By that time these things were thus — 
forwarded, the abp. came again to the pari. 
but was forbid by the captain of the king's 
guard, sir Wm. Attewood, to enter: where- 
upon he spake thus to the people that flocked 
about him. ‘ My friends, the king by his writ 
of summons hath called me to this par]. and I, 
who am the chief peer of the realin, and who 
next the king have the first voice in pari, 
claim the riglta of my church of yaraagtace 
and therefore require entrance into parl.’ 
Tyrrel says, the abp. was not summoncd to this 
parl. But when for all this being kept out by - 
the guard, he could got enter, he took his 
cross in his own hands, and solemaly protested 
that he would not stir from that place, till the 
king gave him leave to come into pari. or a 
suthcient reason why he should not: while he 
stood there in this manner, some that were by, 
began to revile him, telling him, that he was a 
traitor, and he deccived the king, and betrays 
ed the realm. To whom the ab . said, ‘ the 
curse of Almighty God, and of his blessed 
mother, and of st. Thomas and mine also, be 
upon the heads of them that inform the king 
so. Amen. Ainen.’ In this hurry certain no~ 
blemen chancing to come out, he besought 
thei to request the king in his behalf, and for 
the right of his church of Canterbury; this 
they kindly promised bim todo. And accord- 
ingly by the intercession and favour of the 
lords, the king gave leave for his admissiou into 
the house, where he offered to purge hunsclf 
lawfully in parl. of the crimes objected against 
him: but he was referred to the consideration 
of the 12 peers, who had his cause in hand at 
that time. Onthe 19th of April, beiug Thurs, 
day, the king came into st. Edw’s. chamber, 
commonly called the hee chamber, before 
whom, in sight of the lords and commons, the 
abp. humbled himself, and required his gra- 
cious pardon; which upon the whole parl’s. 
gencral suit and entreaty his maj. granted. 
After which the abp. desired, that whereas he 
was publicly defamed through the reali, he 
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mizht now be arraigned in open pari. before ! 
hi- peers: but the king answered, he would 
first attend to the cominon aitairs, and after 
that examine Lighter matters, However, a! 
Jittle after, without any more accusation, or 
answer, the king of his own accord declared 
him lee ally purged and excused; his ma). 
having no mind to destroy so able a minister, 
but only to humble him’ and break his laugh 
prelatical obstinacy, which fora while secmed 
ready to cope with the regal power.” 

The further proceedings o this parl. require 
somewhat nore attcntion than the former; a 
matter of great moment being the consequence 
thereof. he better to clear the way betore 
us, we shall subjoin another extract from 
Burnes 5; “ Upon occasion of the late contest 
between the king anil the prelate, the clergy 
of Fneland in this parl. made their requests to 
the king, that the liberties of holy church may 
be kept, and the great charter be newly pro- 
claimed, and by oath confinned. The king 
answered, ‘that it was his desire that magna | s 
charta should be observed ; but that it seemed 
to him suthcient, for cither that, or other their 
liberties, to be. exemplitied under the a 


seal; and that mure oaths were not neces- 
sary ; especially since already too many were 
forsworn throughout the land.’ Then they 
shewed, how several of the clergy were impri- 
soned by the king’s othcers without due pro- 
cess, and that therctore they may be delivered: 
tow hich the king answered, ¢ that he intend- | 
ed not’ any clergyman should be attached | 
acainst law; and that he would be ready to | 
hear, if any was in thie manner imprisoned, 
either against magna charta, or the statute of | 
Northampton.’ 1 bey complained further, that | 
several of the kiny’s otiicers had entered divers ! 
relivious houses, and having by oath extorted a 
contession of goods there. deposited, carried 
them away. ‘Yhe king answered,: “that he 
would not his officers should do thus : : but that 
if lavinen to defraud him, did conceal their 
goods in such places, then the privilege should 
not avail: for so the king is wronged.” On 
Saturday following the lords petitioned, that | 
magna charta might in all points be observed | 
so as sich persons, who are neither appealed, | 
nor indicted, nor presented at the suit of any, | 
and yet have their goods, lands, or possessions 
taken away, my be restored thereto again, 
“Tn answer tothisthe king vranted for himand 
his heirs to- cver, that if any person commit 
Any act contrary to the form of magna ckarta, | 
or any other good law, he shall be liable to | 
answe- iti purl. ao: else where he ought bv | 
Jaw.” The following are the Petitions of | 
the Commons, with their respective An- | 
ewers :— | 
| 
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“Commons. That the ehancellorand other 
officers of state, there named in the records, 
miy upon their ae inte the said aftices be 
sworn to observe the laws of the tind and 
magna chorta, King. The king wilieth the 
suine.—C, Vat every man, for debts due to 
the kins’s ancestors, muy have therefore chur- | 
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ters of pardon, of course out of the chancery. 
The king granteth—-C. That certain by 
commission may hear the accounts of thase 
who have received wools, inonies, or other aid 
for the king, and that the same may be enroll- 
ed in the chaucery, KK. It pleaseth the king 
sO aS the treasurer and lord chet baron may be 
joined in the commission.—C, ‘That the ordi- 
nance made at Northampton, ‘that men of 
evil life and conversation should be aitached,’ 
may be repealed: because on pretence thereof 
many hone-t meu have been arrested. K. The 
king: doth revoke it.---C. ‘Phat many commis- 
sions, wherchy sundry men have been fined 
outrageously by the commissioners, may be re- 
voked, and new ones grimted to others. K. 
The king is pleased, that the same shall be 
done in the presence of hin, of the lords, and 
certain of the commons.—-C. Phat the chan- 
cellor and all other othcers, there named, may 
be chosen in open parl. they at the same time 
to be openly sworn to observe the laws atore- 
sud. K. The king yieldeth only thus much, 
that if anv such athee, hy the death or other 
fuilure ot the ine aalout become void, the 
choice to remain solely in the king; he taking 
therein the assent of his council: but thas 
every such officer shall be sworn at the next 
parl. according to the petinion; and that every 
parl. following, the king shall resume into has 
hands all such othees ; s0 as the said otheers 
shall be Ictt liable to answer al! oljections. 
Hereupon at the request of the whole 3 estates 
made unty the hing, these articles were de- 
chared Statutes, as on the back of the roll doth 
which, with the conditions, were af 
terward read betore the hing, las pihcers beige 
present, all which officers were sworn on the 
cross of Canterbury to perform the same ; only 


lt the chancellor, tressurer, and certain at the 


justices retused the said oath, as being repuy- 
nantto their tormer outh and the lave of the 
realm. However tor that tme the statutes 

and conditions atores:id, together with the 
comnussions to enquire alter Oppressions, Were 
exemplified under the ereat seal, and delivered 
to the lords and coinmons:’ 

This extraordinary concession from the crown 
being thus ratified and yrassed into’ a Statute, 
the king soon after pare to revoke, by a me- 
thod more extraordinary than the grant; and 
which was a stretch of the roval prerovative 
greater than we have vet met with, since the 
three estates of the realm were ‘iil lid. 
For, shortly atter, the king, by advice of his 
eon only, Ail without any parl, did abroz 
are whit he hetore was, as he suVe, forced 
inte, and had suffered to puss nto adaw. This 
was done by specin! writs, directed to all the 
peers, and to all the sheriffs in Encland, com- 
manding the latter to proclaim it throuchout 
their several divisions. The writ to the sherit® 
of fancotnshire ts still oxtantin the Pablic Acts, 
and in the Statutes at f. arge. "Phe whole writ, 
Is transinted by barnes, for the rarity of it, as 
he says: bt dr. Brady ho. given usa translo~ 
ton of anuthe T, direct: -d ty the abp, or Cur 
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terbury, which we think is somewhat more |.The pari. being met, the lord chance. sent for sir 
curious than the former. It is as follows : | Barth. Burghersh to come into the house; who, 
“ The king to the venerable father in Christ, | having been with the king at the making of 
John abp. of Canterbury, prunate of all Eng- | the late truce, was to declare what he knew 
land, grecting;—“ Whereus some time since ; concerning it. Wherenpon the knight spoke 
in our pari. at Westm. assembled in the quin- , to this purport, ¢ That atter the king had begun 
dene ot Easter last past, there were certain | the war with J'rance, by assent of the prelates, 
petitions rade, ¢xpressly contrary to the laws | yreat men, aid commons, to obtain his rights 
and custoins of England, and ‘not only very} and inheritance there, he had divers tines 
prejudicial, but reproachtul also to our royal | passed the sea with his army, and after his lagt 
dignity; which, it we had not permitted to | coing over, had raken several towns, castles, 
have been drawn into a statute, the said parl. | and torts in Bretagne; but that whilst he ta 
hud been without success, and dissolved in dis- | at the sicue of Vannes, he was desired by the 
cord, and so our wars with France and Scot- | pope, tor the honour of God and holv church, 
land, which we principally undertook by your | to accept of the imediation of two cardinals 
advice, had very likely been (which God tor- I whom he should send to him, to mediate a 
bid) in ruin: and we, to avoid such dangers, | truce, until a peace could be treated of: and 
pennitting protestations of revoking those | then concluded, that the king, perceiving the 
things, when we could conveniently, that had | truce to he honourable, and advantageous to 
so been extorted trom us against our will, vet | him and his allies, assented to it: that, during 
permitted thein to be sealed with our seal at | the continuance thereof, a treaty of peace 
that me: and afterward by the advice and as- | might be had, before the pope, as a mediator 

| 

H 

| 
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sent of the earls, barons, and other wise men, | and friend, but not as a judge; which peace, 
for lawful causes, because our consent was | it good and honourable, the king would ac- 
wanting” [or us it is in the rovocation, directed | cept of; if not, he would pursue his quarrel. 
to the sheriff of Lincoln, ‘ Because we never | And sir Barth. further said, that because the 
eonsented to the making of the statute; but as | war was hegun by the common advice of the pre- 
then it bhehoved us, we dissembled in the pre- | lates, creat men, and commons, the king would 
misses, &e.’] “ we have declared it null, and | not trent of, or make peace without the like 
that it ought not to have the name and force | assent.’ Wherefore the prelates and great men 
of a statute. And we understand, you have | were charged to assemble on the ist of May, 
commanded a provincial council to meet at | to treat, advise, and agree among themselves, 
London, on the morrow of st. Luke next com- | whether the king ought to send any envoys to 
ing; in which you intend to excite the bps. of | the court of Rome, to propound his right be+ 
your province against us, and to ordain and | tore the pope, or not? and in the same man- 
declare some things prejudicial to us, about | ner, the knights of counties, and commons, 
contirming the said pretended statute, and for | were charged to assemble in the Painted Cham- 
the enervation, depression, and diminution of | ber, to treat, and advise in like manner, and 
our royal jurisdiction, rights and prerogatives, | to report their answer and agreement, in full 
for the preservation whercot’ we are bound by | pari. at the same time. On the day appointed, 
oath; also concerning the process depending | the prelates and great men answered, thew 
betweeti us and vou for certain matters charged advice was, “ That the truce was honourable, 
upon vou by us; and that vou intend to | and advantageous to the king and all his 
pronmulge gricvous censures concerning these | fnends; and that every christian ought to wish, 
things: we willing to prevent so great mischief, | that the war, which was so great and hurtful to 
do strictly forbid, that in that council you dare | all christians, might soon end in a peace: 
to propound, or any ways attempt, or cause to | wherefore they agreed to the truce; and that 
be attempted anv thing in derogation, or di- | the king should send messengers to Rome, to 
minution of our royal dignitv, power, or rights | lay beture the pope, as a mediator and trend, 
or the crown, or of the Jaws and customs of | (but not as a judge) his rights and demands, m 
our kingdom, or in prejudice of the process | order to a treaty of peace, according to the 
atoresaid, or in confirmation of the pretended | form of the truce. And then the knights of 
statute, or otherwise in contumely of our name | counties came in, and the commons, and an- 
and honour, or to the grievance or disadvan- | swered by sir Wm. Trussel, in the white cham- 
tage of our counsellors or scrvants; know ye, | ber, who in the presence of the king, prelates, 
that if ve do these things, we will eee and great men, proposed on behalf of the 
you, as our enciny and vivlator of our nights, 
with as much severity as lawfully we may, Wit- 
ness the king at Westm. the ist day of Oct.” 
On the 23d of Apri) 1343, Edw. summoned 
a parl. to meet at Westin. The causes for 
so doing expressed in the wnt itself, * being to 
treat and advise with his great men what was 
best to be done in his present aifairs; particu- 
larly, concerning the truce lately made with 
bis enemy -of France, and about the good 


govt, and sufety of his realm und people.’ 


knights and commons, that they were fully 
agreed, the truce should be kept, to the end a 
good and hon, peace might be made: and tur- 
ther, the said commons prayed the king, to 
send express envovs, or messengers, to treat of 
peace, us wbovesnid; and in case he could have 
an hon. and advantageous peace for himselt 
and his friends, that he would accept of its 
but if not, the said commons declared, that 
they would aid and assist him, and maintain 


his quarrel with all their power.” 2 # 
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In this parl. the king created his eldest son 
prince of Wales, investing him with a coronet,a 
gold ring and a silver rod. He also gave hin 
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purport whereof followeth, from the original 


rench.” 


“ To the most holy father in God, the lord 


several more lands and revenues than he en- | Clement, by Divine Providence, of the holy 
joyed before, the better to support this new | Roman and catholic church the chef bp.; his 
dignity—It was here also enacted, that the | humble and devout children the princes, dukes, 


Statute made at Westm. the 15th of this king, 
and which the king had soon after revoked, as 
has been mentioned, should accordingly be ut- 
terly repealed and lose the name of a statute, 
as contrary to the laws of the king’s preroga- 
tive. - But, since the articles therc made were 
thought reasonable, it was enacted that such 
articles, with some others agreed on in this 
parl. should, by the advice of the judges, be 
uiade into a statute. 

‘¢ In this parl. (says Joshua Barnes) it is re- 
corded, that the commons of England made 
great complaint of the provisions and reserva- 
uons coming from the court of Rome: whereby 
the pope touk up beforehand the future va- 
cancies of ecclesiastical dignities for aliens, and 
such as had nothing to do within this realm. 
They remonstrated to the king the manifold 
inconveniences ensuing thereby; as the decay 
of hospitality, the transporting of the treasure 
of the realm to the maintenance of the king’s 
mortal enemies; the discovering of the secrets 
of the kingdom, and the utter discouraging, 
disabling, and impoverishing of scholars, na- 
tives ot the land. Among other instances, 
they also shewed how the pope had secretly 
granted unto two new cardinals sundry livings 
within the realm of England, and particularly 
to the cardinal of Perigort above 10,000 marks, 
yearly collections, Whereupon they humbly 
require the king and his lords to find a remedy 
for these intolerable encroachments; fur that 
they neither could nor would any longer bear 
these heavy oppressions; or else they desired, 
that his maj. and the lords would help them 
forcibly to expel the papal power out of ‘the 
scalm. The king in consideration of the pre- 
m.ses, willeth, that the lords and commons 
among themselves, consult of the most decent 
and fitting way, promising his consent to any 
reasonable reinedy. Hereupon the king, lords, 
and commons presently sent for an act made 
at Carlisle in the 35th of Edw. I. upon the like 
complaint; which utterly forbad to bring, or 
attempt to bring any thing into his realm, 
which should tend to the duninution of the 
king’s prerogative, or the prejudice of his lords 
and commons. And so at this tine the famous 
Act of Provision was made, prohibiting the 
bringing in of any Bull, or the like trinkets 
from the court of tome, or the using, allow- 
ing, or enjoying of any such bull, process, or 
airy other instruineat obtained from thence, as 
there at large doth appear. This act, however, 
as one observes, could not be agreed to by the 
bps. and the rest of the clergy, but they ra- 
ther seemed resolved to protest avainst it, tall 
the king perempturily commanded them to 
surcease such presumption, However the lords 
zemporal only, and the commons by them- 
selves, wrote .a letter to his holiness, the 


earls, barons, knights, citizens, burge-ses, and 
all the commonalty of the realm of England, 
assembled in pari. at Westin. devoutly kiss his 
holy feet:—The pious discretion, prudence, 
and equity, which seem, and ought, indeed, to 
be in you, most holy father, who are so holy 
and so high a prelate, head of the holy church, 
by whom the catholic church and peopie of 


‘God should, as by the’sun-beams be entighten- 


ed, do give us good hope, that the just peti- 
tions hereunder by us declared, to the honour 
of Jesus Christ, of his holy church and of your 
holiness also, shall be of you graciously con- 
sidered, and that all errors and imyustice shall 
be quite removed; instead whereof fruittal 
amendment and necessary remedies, through 
the grace of the holy spirit, which you in so 
eminent a degree have reccived, may be by 
vou graciously ordained and applicd. Where- 
tore, most holy father, atter great deliberation, 
we all with one assent come unto your holi- 
ness, shewing and declaring, that the most 
noble kings of England, progenitors to his maj. 
that now is, as also our ancestors and ourselves 
too, according to the grace of the holy ghost to 
them and to us given, every one of his own 
devotion have established, founded, and en- 
dowed within the realm of England, cathedrals 
and other churches, colleges, abbeys, priories, 
and divers other religious houses: and to the 
prelates and governors of the same have given 
and granted lands, possessions, patrimonies, 
anchiaes, advowsons, and patronages of dig- 
nities, revenues, offices, churches, with many 
and divers other advantages and emoluments: 
whereby the service of God and the faith af 
Christ might be honoured and had in reverence ; 
hospitals and alms-houses, with all other edi- 
fices, churches, and colleges, might be honestly 
kept and maintained, and devout prayers in 
the same places made for the souls of the 
founders; and the poor also of the several 
parishes conveniently aided and nourished : of 
all which such only were to have the cure, 
who were able to take contcssions, and were 
otherwise meet in their own mother tungue of 
England effectually to teach and inform their 
flock. And forasmuch, most boly father, as _ 
you cannot well attain the knowledge of divers 
such errors and abuses, as are crept in among 
us; nor yet be able to understand the condi- 
tions and customs of places, being yourself so 
far distant, unless your holiness be of others. 
duly infonned and instructed: we therefore 
having full and perfect notice and intelligence 
of all the ecrors and abuses of the said places 
within the said realm, have thought fit to sig- 
nify the same unto your holiness, namely, thet 
divers reservations, provisions, and collations 
by your apostolic predecessors of the church of 


Rome, and by you also in your time, most holy 


® 
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father, have been granted, and now more ille- 
gal than heretofure, unto divers persons, as 

ell strangers and of other nations, as unto 
some who are our professed enemies, and who 
bave little or no understanding at all of our 
language, and of the conditions and customs of 
those of whom they have the government and 
cure: whereby a great number of souls are in 
peril, many of the parishioners in danger, the 
service of God neglected, the alms and devo- 
tion ef all men diminished, the hospitals 
brought to decay, the churches with their 
appurtenances ruined and dilapidated ; cha- 
rity waxcth cold, the good and honest natives 
of our own country unadvanced, the charge 
and cure of souls unregarded, the pious zeal of 
the people restrained, many poor scholars of 
our own uupreterred, uud the treasure of 
the realm exported, against the mind and _in- 
tention of the founders. All which errors, 
abuses, and slanders, most holy father, we 
neither can nor ought any longer to sutler or 
endure: wherefure we most huinbly require 
your holiness, that the slanders, abuses, and 
errors, which we have declared uato you, may 
of vour own great prudence be thoroughly con- 
sidered ; and that it may please you, that such 
reservations, provisions, aud collations maybe 
utterly repealed; that the same trom hencc- 
forth be no mvure used among us; and that 
such order and remedy be torthwith taken 
therein, that the said benetices, edifices, of- 
fees and rights, with their appurtengnees, may 
by our countryinen to the hanour of God be 
supplied, occupied and governed, And that 
wt may further please your holiness, by your 
letters to signify unto us without delay, or fur- 
ther protracting of time, what your pleasure is 
touching this lawful request and demand; that 
we may diligently do our duty herein for the 
remedy, correction, and amendment of the 
enormities above specified. In witness whereof 
unto these letters patents we have set our 
hands and seals. Given in full parl. at Westm. 
the 18th of May, 1343.” 

Mr. Barnes proceeds and tells us what re- 
ception this extraordinary letter met with from 
pope, which was dclivered to him by sir 
John Shoreditch, sent on purpose to Avignon. 
He gives us also the answer the holy father re- 
turned to king coat eager . ~ also, the 
king’s replv to the pope; which: last, that au- 

r calls “a suse fcuous epistle, in defence 
of the church of England, against papal en- 
- croachments ; which was of such, force, that 
neither the pope nor his cardinals, could tell 
how to answer, and they were obliged to com- 
ply with the terns of it for that time.” - 

On the 7th of June, 1344, the king called a 
pari. to meet at Westm. The next day after 
their meeting, the names of the lords were read 
over and examined before tbe king in pari. to 
see who appeared and who failed, and the 
names of Such as.did not come were given to 
the king in writing. On the Thursday after, 
the lord chan. in full pari. the king and the 
goung prince of Wales baie present, declared 


F 
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the cause of this summons to be, ‘ concerning 
the late truce with France, and the breach of 
it by the French king, of which he gave 7 par« 
ticular instances. He desired the 3 estates of 
the realm to consider of those things, and thar 
they would give him such advice and assist- 
ance as was uccessary for the saving of his and 
their own rights and honours” ‘Lhe whole — 
assembly prayed that they might have time to 
deliberate of these mattersetill the Monday 
next; and upon another petition they were 
again respited to the Wednesday tullowing. 
On that day a select committee of the whole 
body, consisting of the abp. and 10 bps. 5 ab- 
bots, 2 priors, 8 earls, and 6 barons, being all 
named in the record, with the commons of the 
realm, waited on the king in the white chaim- 
ber at West. and declared in bis presence, 
‘ that having regard to the great mischiefs and 
dangers that might affect his maj. and all bis 
subjects and allies, if the malice of his adver- 
sary was not stopped; and considering the 
heavy charges which the lords and commons of 
Eneland had been at, and suffered, by reason 
of the war continuing so long, by false truces 
of sufferances ; and seeing that an end of the 
war, or an honourable peace, was not to be 
obtained without great power and force, they 
therefore pray the king, with one accord, and 
every particular peer by himself, that he would 
make a speedy end of. this war, either by 
battle, or a proper peace, if such might be had. 
And that when the king should be ready to 
cross the seas, to take what God should allot 
him, upon the issue of this affair, he should 
not for the letters or command of the pope, or 
any other, lay: aside his voyage, untal he had 
made an end one way or another.’ To all 
which prayer the king readily assented. But 
the pari. rightly judging that this could not 
be brought about without a large and sufhcient 
aid, the whole body of the clergy, for the pro- 
vince of Canterbury, by their prelates and 
roctors, taxed themselves in a triennial 10th. 
he commons granted the king, for the same 
cause, two 15th’s of the commonalty of the 
land, and two 10th’s of the cities and borouvhs. 
Seon after the commons gave another 15th. 
The lay-lords granted to pass over seas, and 
adventure themselves with the king, and are — 
therefore not found upon the rolls as taxed. 
It was nearly two years, from the date of 
the last meeting, before we fmd another parl. 
all which time was taken up by battles, sieges, 
and other martial exploits, performed by tus | 
warlike king, in person, or his generals, during 
the course of these French wars, with various 
success. In the spring of 1346, Edw. being 
informed that the duke of Normandy had ins 
vaded Guienne, and driven the earl of Lan- 
caster, his licut. in those parts, to great dis- 
tress; he resolved to go over in person to re- 
lieve him, and save his territories on that side 
from utter ruin. But before he embarked the 
king thought necessary to settle and reform 
whet was ainiss in his own kingdom. To that 
end he called, says Barnes, his high court of 
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parl. to mect at Westm. in the Lent season 
this year. It was here however, that the king 
by their advice thought fit tu take into his 
own hands all the protits, revenues and emo- 
luments, which the cardinals of the French 
faction and other forciyn clergymen held 
within the realm. Here, also, it was orduain- 
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ed, ‘ that all the kiny’s justices, throughout ° 
Ins dominions, should renounce and utterly ; tempts in France, was now uncertain of his 
forbear taking anv pensions, fees, or any sort : condition; and that according to the issue or 
of gratuities, which before they used to re- | exigence of affairs abroad, matters might be 
ceive, as well from lords temporal and spiri- ' concerted at home, tor the safety of his maj. 
tual as others, that so their hands being free | and the cummon peace und wealth of his king- 
from corruption, justice might be more-impar- | dom; which last was visibly damnified by the 


tally and uprightly administered.’ Soine 
complaints having been made to the king and 
arl. avainst the purveyors of victuals for his 
oushold, who, under culour of their commis- 
ions, had abused the same, taking up with- 
eut ready-money all manner of provisions, or 
ever paying for them; he caused a strict en- 
i teat to be made of this matter, and some of 
€ most notorious uffenders were hanged, and 
others condemned to pay great fines ; whereby 
that grievance was redressed, and the rest of 
the king’s othcers were made, at least, more 
wary, If not more honest, fur the future. See 
Holtlingshead’s Chron. trom Adam Myrimuth, 
p- Joy. s 

Having provided thus for the settlement of 
justice during his absence, and left the regency 
to his 2nd son prince Lionel, appointing the 
abp. of Canterbury and others of his council to 
assist hin, he took leave of his quecn, and, ac- 
companied by his son the prince of Wales, to- 
gether with most of the chiet carls and barons 
of England, besides inany knights and gentle- 
men, who were bound by their tenures to at- 
tend him, went to Southampton; where mus- 
tering up all hus officers, he made a short speech 
to them, which was afterwards communicated 
to the whole army, to this purport, ‘ he set 
forth his title to the crown of France, andthe 
justice of his arms, desiring them upon their 
lunding to behave themselves like men; and 
that since he resolved to send back his fleet as 
soon as he arrived in France, if any man’s 
heart failed hin, he might stay in England.’ 
To which they all answered with one consent, 
‘ that they were all ready to tullow hun, even 
to death itself.’ 

During the absence of Edw. a parl. was 
called to meet at Westm. on the third day of 
the new year,.1347. It was opened with the 
usual formalities at that time. A tune was ap- 
ee for all such as had any petitions to ex- 

ibit; the receivers also, and tryers were con- 
stituted to consider the contents of them, re- 
ferring to England, Iveland, Wales, Scotland, 
Gascoigny and other foreign countnes and 
islands. Sir Thos. Drayton was appointed 
clerk to this parl.; but, because several of the 
lords and commons were not yet come up, 
they adjourned to the day following. At which 
time the louse being further informed that sir 
Barth. Burghersh, sir John Darcy, lord cham- 
berlain, Mr. J. Thoresby and Mr. John Charle- 


| 
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ton, were arrived, as messengers froin the king 
then lying before Calais, and since thev could 
not be ready to make their appearance before 
the Wednesday uext, the house adjourned 
again to that day. ‘The day being come, a de- 
claration was made in open pari. that the rea- 
sons of their present mecting, were, § because 
the king, since his passing the sea, and his at- 


sufferance of false money to go current in it.’ 
Then was produced the king’s letters patents, 
as credentials, in which the aforesaid declara- 
tion was, verbatim, expressed, dated at the 
siege of Calais; which being read in open 
parl. sir Barth. Burghersh, tor, and in the 
name of himself and the rest of his colleagues, 
in the presence of the regent and the three 
estates of the kingdom, declared the good suc- 
cess of the king since his arrival at La Hogue 
in Nonnandy, as in surprising and taking many 
towns and castles of war, as well at Cacn, as 
clsewhere, and also of the great victory ob- 
tained at Cressy, where the whole powcr of 
France was discomfited; and huw the king 
was now come betore Calais, from whence he 
intended not to depart, ull, by the help of God, 
he had won the same; after which he intend- 
ed to pursue the enemy without return, tall 
the war should be iully ended. This done, he 
ipa ante the copy of an order, made by the 
<. of France, in reference to his son the duke 
of Normandy, and others, nobles cf that coun- 
try; which was particularly recited, being 
called the Ordinance of Normandy, and was 
to this effect; ¢ that the duke of Normandy 
should pass as chict, with other nobles of that 
province, into England, with 40,000 men of 
arms, knights, esquires, and persons of good 
estate, and 40,000 fvotmen, methods being 
there prescribed for keeping the sca; and an 
order also added, that the said duke should re- 
main im Eineland with the said torces, for the 
space of ten wecks. And in case the realin of 
England should in this expedition be con- 
quered, that then the conquest should solely 
be to the name, honour, and advantage of the 
said duke, und all whatsoever the k. of Eng- 
land at that time had there, should remain cn- 
turrely to the said duke, and the knights and 
lords with him. = That all that which eloiged 
to the nobles, and secular persons of England, 
should be bestowed on the churches, and fa- 
mous towns i Normandy, only of the reve- 
nues of the church of [ngland, the French 
king shall receive yearly 20,0001. st. saving the 
rights of his holiness. And that hereupon sur- 
render be made unto the Scots, of whatsover 
hath at any time been taken from them, 
and annexed unto the crown of Engiand.”— 
This being read, the said messengers required 
to know, what aid they thought ht to grant the 
king, towards the furtherance of his entem 
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prises, and the defence of the realm: in an- 
swer to which, the commons, having desired 
respite for their answer, till the Thursday next 
ensuing, declared on the said Thursday, by a 
shedule at larye, the sundrv, particular, for- 
mer aids, the imposition of 40s. custum of 
wool, extorted of them against law, besides the 
arraying of men, and common taking af pur- 
veyors: notwithstanding which, they treely 
granted the king tso 15ths in two years, so 
as that, if within two vears the wars should 
cease, then the latter 15th to ceuse also. 
After this follow the Petitions of the Com- 
mons with their Answers, made by prince Lio- 
nel, by commission from the king, in the king's 
name in manner following, viz.-—Pet. That all 
acts of par]. not repealed, may be ivully and 
entirely observed; so as there pass forth no 
commissions of array. Ans. ‘The first point 
the king grants; of the rest he will be advised. 
—Pet. That such as were fined for not array- 
ing of men, muy be discharged. Ans. The 
king will take advice.—Pet. ‘That all within 
6 miles of the sea may have a supersedeas for 
arraying of men. Ans. Only ach as keep the 
sea-coasts sliall have a superscdeas. It is 
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Ans. The king will provide for defence of those 
parts—Pet. ‘That strangers, encmies of the 
realin, who reinsin now in Newgate, may be ad- 
judged, during the parl. Ans. They shall remain 
there till turther order.—Pet. That no charter 
of pardon be granted since the king’s last expe- 
dition. Ans. Advice shall be taken. It is 
enacted, that Lombards, and other merchants, 
shall receive gold tor their ware, without any 
compact, on yun of fine and unprisonment.— 
Pet. That all alien monks do avoid the realin 
by Michachnas, and that their livines he dis- 
posed of to young English scholars: and that 
such aliens, enemies, a8 are advanced to li- 
vings (they being in their own countries, but 
shocmakers, taylors, or chamberlains of cardi- 


nals) may depart the realin before Michaelmas, 


and their livings be bestowed on poor Enghsh 
scholars. Ans. To these two petuions, this 
one answer was given; that the persons being 
spiritual were net to be tried by parl.; and 
that their livings being in the kinv’s bands, 
were not without him to he disposed of.—Per, 
That the king may take the protits of all other 
strangers’ livings, as cardinals, and others, du- 
ring their lives.. Ans. ‘The king doth take their 


enacted, that the coinage in all places shall | profits, andthe council have sent their petition 


be open, as heretotore ; item, that those who 
import false money into the realm, shall for- 
feit life and limb, and that the justice of assize, 
and of the peace, shall enquire thereatter.— 
Pet. That the king’s receivers may reccive as 
well gold, as silver, and that the changes there- 
of be not without pari. Ans. The first is grant- 
ed; the other respited.—Pet. That the 40s, 


: 


to his myesty.—Pet. That no payment be 
made to any cardinals, living m Trance, to 
treat cither of war or peace. Ans. This is 
granted, as reasonable.—Pct. That foreign pro- 
visors, or aliens buying provisions, do quit the 
realm by Michaelinas, on perl of being out- 
lawed. Ans. The statute heretofore made 
shall be observed ; and the king shall signity 


subsidy of every sack of wool may cease. Ans. | the sane to the pope.—Pet. That the’ annual 


The king's mind must be known first.—Pet. 


advancement of 2000 marks, granted out of 


That payment may be made for the last taking . the province of Canterbury, may Ec restrained, 


up of victuals. 
that.—Pet. That the chiet of every county 
iiay be justices of peace, and that they may 
determiue ail felonies. Ans. The 1st is grant- 
ed: for the 2nd the kine will appoint-justices 
learned in the laws.—Pect. That the keeping 
of the sea be at the kine’s charge thencefor- 
ward. Ans. The sea shall be kept, as it hath 
been heretotore.—Pet. That sheriffs an every 
county may have sutiicient in their counties ; 
and that none of those otlices be granted tor 
lite, or in fee: item, that purveyors, who have 
not the constables with them, according to the 
etntute of Westin. may be looked on as thicves; 
and that justices of assize, and of the peace, 
mnay enquire of the same. Ans. The statute 
made shall be observed.—Pet. -That the 15ths 
in towns, aud ancient demesnes be levied, as 
in the bodies of counties, without encrease. 
«ins. They shall he levied after the accustomed 
manner.—Pet. ‘That all justices of the inquest 
inay be sworn, as justices of the bench; and 
that the chief of them may have power to 
swear the rest. Answ. Such justices shall be 
sworn, as ought to be; soas they take nothing, 
but ineat and drink, and that of sinall value: 
and the chief shall be impowcred to swear the 
rest—Pet. That the 15ths beyond the Trent 
be employed only for defouce.of the North. 
Vor. 1. - 


Ans. Order shall be taken for | and that those, who sue for recovery thereof, 


may be outlawed. Ans. The lords think the 
same reasonable; and it is further commanded, 
that no such‘be from henceforth received. It 
is enacted, that whosoever shall bring into the 
realm any aliens, the vessel whereim they are 
brought shall be torteited to the king, and the 
body of the bringer shall lie at the kimy’s dis- 
crcuon. It is enacted, that during the wars 
no person do send or transport any money to 
the pope, or to any bp. or other alicn what- 
socver, tor any duty whatsocver.—Pet. That 
no Englishman do farm any thing of any alien 
religious, nor buy any of their goods, nor be of 
their counsel, or pain of perpetual imprison- — 
ment. Ans, This is against the king’s profit, 
who reaps benett by such farmers.—Pct. Vhat 
all friars, aliens, should depart the realm, never 
to return hither again. Ans, Order shall be 
taken with every general of all the houses of 
friars, so to look to all friars, aliens, under their 
several charges, as that they shall not be able to 
disclose the secrets of the realm.~—Pet. That the 
annual pension of 7s. which sir Raimond Peli- 
grue reccived of every religious house within the 
realm, may henccforward cease. Ans. The 
said sir R. is the king’s hegeian, born in Gas- 
coigne, and sworn of the kinp’s council, by 
whyse couunand he receiveth the same.—Pet. 


. 
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That the annual pension of 20001. paid to the | king how the peace of the land might be better 
abbot of Clugny, may cease for ever. Ans. | kept;’ their advice was that in every county 
The same is paid there.—Pet. That the statute | there should be 6 persons, of whom 2 to be the 
made, that the king should present unto any ; greatest mon in it, 2 knights, and 2 men of the 
church of his gift, falling void, at any time | law, or more or less as need shall be, and they 
within 3 years; so as if the parson had couti-| to have power and commission out of the 
nued therein for 3 years, that he should not | chancery, to hear and determine matters con= 
, be turned out, may stand. Ans. The king will | cerning the peace. And then because they 
be advised.—It is enacted, that no person |; had been so Voie in parl. to their great cost 
bring into the realm to any bp. or other, any | and damage, they might have a speedy an- 
bull, or other letters trom the court of Rome, | swer to their petitions, in order to gct sogig 
or from any ahen; unless be tirst shew the | back to their own homes. 
paine to the ld. chamcellor or to the warden, It is probable the king received not the sa- 
of the cinque ports, on loss of all that he hath, | tisfaction he desired from this parl. for on the 
It is enacted, that all religious persons, for | 17th of March he called another, Sir Wim, 
Jands purchased since the 20th of Edw. III. | Thorp declared the cause of it to be, ‘ that the 
and paying no demesne therefore amongst the | king ha, according to the truce agreed to ag 
clergy, shall pay 15ihs. _ | Calais, sent commissioners to the pope, from 
Atter this, Mr. John Charleton, one of the { whoin he had long since expected some satis- 
meoscngers aforesaid, produced letters from | factory answer, but as yet had received none, 
the bp. of Durham, trom the earls of North- | Also, that sundry articles of the truce, touch- 
ampton, Arundele, Warwick, Oxford, and Suf- | ing both the kings and their allies, were not 
folk, and from sir Hugh le Despenser, lord of | duly performed ; and further, that the French 
Glamorgan, directed to the whole parl. pur- | were preparing a puissant ariny, wherewith 
perting, that whereas the king at his arrival at | to invade the realm. From all which it ap- 
Jia Hogue st. Vast in Normandy, had knighted | peared that the truce was but fickle, and thay 
his eldest son, the prince of Wales, whereby | it was neither safe nor prudent to rely upon it, 
he onght to_have an uid of the realm, viz. 10s. | but rather to be armed betimes against the 
of every knight’s fee, they would now consider | worst that might happen; that this war which 
thereof: hereupon the parl. agreed thereto | was undertaken by the advice and consent of 
untuediately, and took order for the speedy le- | parl. might have a prosperous ending, and be 
vying the same. The letter which Barnes men- | carried on with the least charge to his people. 
tions to have come from the lords ahout the | [He added, that the conservation of the public 
person of the king at Calais, to desire the parl. | peace at home was another main point for 
to grant him the uid for the knighthood of his | their considerations, and that this must be 
eldest son, will be found in Rymer, p. 527. | done by wholesome laws duly and impartially 
It was also ordered in full parl. at the request | administered.’ 
of the commons, that the benefices of all aiiens ; Debates arose again amongst them, and 
be seized into the king’s hands, and he to take ' continued for some days; when, at last, the 
the profit of the same ; and that in order there- | commons agrced upon the following 
to, all bps. should, befure the next convoca- | Petition, or Representation, to the King on 
tion, certify into the chancery the names of the present State of the Nation : 
all aliens, them benetices, and the value there- “ To their inost hon. and most redoubted 
of: ulso, that no alien do send letters out of | licge lord, his poor commons shew, that at his last 
the realm, that shall not be first perused by | parl. he sent the noble earls of Lancaster and 
the Id. chan. or the warden of the cinquc- | Northampton, and other great men, to tell 
ports, on pain of lusing all he hath. them, that he intended not to take any thing 
Shordy after the king’s retura to England, | more of them, or to charge them farther; 
he issued out writs, dated Nov. 13, 1348, tur | which they had published to the whole land, 
a pari. to meet on the 14th of Jan. at | tor which they liad also thanked him, accord- 
Westm. Sir Win. Thorp, lord chief justice, | ing to their knowledge, as much as they could, 
by the king’s cunmand, opened the cause of | and prayed for him night and day: aaa yet at 
the summons, in his presence ; and in full parl. | this present parl. upon certain news now ar- 
declared that it was on two accountss © Ist. Eee | he demanded a very great charge of his 
concerning the war with the consent of the | poor commons. Wherefore they desire his 
arl. next, how the peace of the natiun might | nobleness and most high Idp. would be pleased 
e better kept.’ The lords and commons de- | to understand the mischicts and burdeus of the 
bated earnestly on these matters for some | commons; that is to say, the reasonable aid 
time ; when on the 4th day the commons de- | which had been pardoned im his 14th year, that 
clared, ‘ that they were not able tu advise any | is,a grant was then made it should nut be paid 
thing concerning the war, and therefore de- | all his reign; to wit, 40s. upon every knight's 
sired to be excused as to that point; -and-that | fee, to inake his eldest son knight; whereas by 
the king will be advised by his nobles and | statute there was but 20s. due upon every fee; 
council, and what shall be by thein deter- | besides the 15ths of the commons, and 10ths 
mined, they would consent unto, confirm, and | uf cities and buroughs; men at ans, Lobelors, 
establish.’ For the second, they answered, | archers taking of victuals without paying for 
that whereas they were charged ty advise the | them; guarding thg sea; and alsu the sube 
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sidy of wool, by reason whereof every sort of | commission was read, authorizing pr. Lionel to 
wool, that was the treasure of the lund, was ! hold a parl. during the king’s absence. But 
sold tor 40s. less than its value. And as it | Leing prorogued tor some days, in the ean tine 
would be a great trouble to the commons to: the king returned, Being again assembled, 
bear any charge, that therefore, if the aid now | Sir W. de Shareskal, the lord chief justice, 
to be sranted might not be turned into woul, | in the presence of the king, lords and cum- 
neither by way of loan or value, nor in any | mons, declared, “ that the cause of their sum- 
other manner, nor levied too hastily, but in | mons was, first, because the king in the 22d 
the form it was wont te be granted; and that | of his reign had held a parl. which he was hin- 
the eyres of justices in the mean time might | dered from continuing; 4s, also, frum calling 
cease, as well of the forest as of the common ! another, by reason of felts dreadful plague, 
pens, and general cnquiry in the whole land. | to this time. That the business of the wars 
hat when this aid should be levied, that then | now required thcir concurrence, because the 
for the future no subsidy upon wool may be | peace was not punctually observed; and several 
granted by the merchants; and that no impo- | domestic affairs wanted to be taken into con- 
sition, loan, or other taillage, shall be put | sideration by them, particularly, that labourers 
upon them (the commons) by the privy council, | refused to do their work at reasonable and 
without their grant and consent in parl.; and | usual rates: and lastly, because the treasure of 
that 2 prelates, 2 lords, and 2 justices might | the realm was exported.” The cause of the 
be assigned to hear and dispatch their pe- | meeting being thus opened, the king, by the 
tions, which were not answered in the last | said chief justice, commanded the commons te 
parl.; and that their petitions in this purl. | consider and advise what was best to be done 
might also be answered according w reason, | to redress these evils. In obedience to which, 
and the answers to remain in force, without | and for the remedying the excessive wages of 
being changed or altered. That the justices do | labourers, there was then enacted that re- 
inquire of false money, which ruins the people. | markable statute de Servientibus, the 25th of 
That David Bruce; Wm. Douglas, and other | this king; which, though now obsolete, will be 
cluef men of Scotland may in no manner be | found in the Statutes at Large. It was, also, 
released, neither by ransom, nor upon their | enacted, that every man that purchased any 
faith. That the king would restore the 20,000 | provisions of abbies or priories, in the court of 
sacks of wool taken of the commons by way of | Rome, both he ‘and his executors, which did 
loan. That an aid to marry his daughter might | sue and make executions of such provisions, 
not be taken in the mean tme; and that there , should be out of the kiny’s protecuon; and 
might be no marshalsca in England, except | dealt with as enemies to the king and kingdom. 
that of the king, or the guardian of England, | This statute is called the 2d statute of provi- 
when he was out of the kingdom.—Upon these | cors. See Hawkins’s Statutes at Large, 25Ed. TIT. 
conditions, and not otherwise, as also that they | p. $50, and Collier’s Eccles. Hist. p. 554. The - 
may be entered in the parl. roll, as matter of declaration of what offences shall be judged 
record, by which they might have remedy, if | treasun was now passed into an act; which has 
amy thing should be done to the contrary in | ever sincc becn the great barricr betwixt the 
time to come; the said poor commonalty, to | kinws of England and their subjects. 
their very great mischief, grant to the king| Onthe 13th of Jan. 1852 the parl. met, but 
3-15ths. to be levicd in 3 years, to begin at | was adjourned for 5 days, on account of the 
Michaelmas next coming, so as cvery year | absentecs, when being all assembled, the parl. 
1-15th. may be levied, and no more, at 2 terms | was opened by a speech from sir Wm. Share- 
in the year, viz. st. Mich. and Easter, by even | shal the lord chief justice, declaring the occn- 
portions; and that this aid may be assivued | sion of the summons to be, for setting forth 
and: reserved only for the war, and not to pay | the king's title to the crown of France, telling 
debts; aud if the war should cease, or a truce | them, “ that Philip of Valois had aed ate it 
be made, then the 15th of the last year not to | all his life, and not only so, but moved war 
be levied. That of these conditions, and the | against him in Gascoigny and other places, 
manner of this grant, letters patent should be | seizing upon his rights and possessions, and 
made, and sent into all counties, without pay- | doing all the mischiefs to him, both by sea and 
ing any thing for them, wherein should be men-.| land, that was in his power, which they well 
tioned the great necessity the king was in after | knew, in subversion of him and his realm of 
the last part.; and in case the war should brexk | England. Fhat in former parlts. this matter 
out towards Scotland,: the ‘aid granted beyond | had been propounded in behalf of the king ; 
Trent, should be employed for the defence of'| and their advice. requested, what was best to . 
those parts, as it had been formerly.” be done; and that it had been declared, after 
‘Towards the latter end of 1350, the king | good deliberation, they knew no other way to 
having occasion for the advice of parl.- issued | advise the. king, than to procure allies to gu 
out his writs of summons, dated Nov. 25, for | against his adversary by, main, force, and to dv 
one to meet on the 18th Jan. following. On| this they had promised to, aid him with body 
which day being met, it was further adjourned,! and goods. Whereupon the king made alli- 
to the 15th of Feb.; that none might plead for | ances with several foreign princes and powers, 
excuse they had not tine enongh given. them,| and by. the help of the good people of Eng- 
té appear, Upon the day uppointed the king’s | land he made war upon, hum because he could 
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not bring him to a reasonable peace. That ' tions following : “ that all fines, profits, amer~ 


the king and his adversary had often assented 
to truces ; Lut his enemy, during those truces, 
Imagining to deceive the king, broke them 
every way, continuing his malice against him 
and his fricnds. That now, after Philip’ s de- 
eease, John his son, continuing the same 
wrongs his father had maintained, possessed 
the kingdom of France; and contrary to the 
last truce, confirmed and sworn to by both, 

had broken it both in Gascoigny arid Britany, 
and also upon the sea ; and had, actually, sent 
to Scotland to renew the antient alliance 
made between them, wholly tending to the 
subversion and destruction of his people of 
England. Wherefore, the king much thanked 
his commons for the aids they have already 
given him, and for the good will he had always 
found in them; and prays them that they 
would take time to consult about this until the 
next day; and that af sun-rise in the morning 
they would come to the painted chamber in 
Westm. to deliberate, and to hear it the king 
would say any thing further to them; and to 
shew the king their grievances, if they had 
any, that. relicf might be given them at this 
meeting.” He concluded his speech with 
charging the commons, in the king’s name, to 
shorten their stay in tow n; and, tor the 
quicker dispatch of business, ‘that they would 
Immediately make chuice of 24 or 80 persons, 
out of their whole number, to.be in the morn- 
ing at the painted chamber, and the king 
would send a number of lords to them to con- 
fer about the busincss of the nation. After 
this declaration trom the chief justice, and 
another trom sir Barth. Burchersh, the kine’s 
ehimberlain, to the same purpose ; the enne 
mons chose # committee, as directed, who had 
several long conferences with the lords, as 
well to raice'a necessary aid for the king, as to 
draw up petinous concerning the rights of their 
constituents. When all was ready, the com- 
mons in their whole body came betore the 
king in full parl, and represented to hin, 
“that the common people of the land was 
much impoverished ky the late mortal pesti- 
lence, as well as by other burthens, trxes, 
tallages, and many other payments laid upon 
them; ycr, notwithstanding all these damages, 
having 2 due regard to the national interest 
and defence, ayainst the malice of their ene- 
mies, they delivered the king a Roll, contain- 
1g bath the aid which thev had unanimously 
granted him, and their petitions concerning 
the commons of England, to which they praved 
the kthgz to ive a evod and speedy answer,’ 
The king granted their request, thanked them 
for the grent urls given betore, and for this 
now vranted ; and forthe good will and kind- 
ness. he had aiways found m his cornmons, as 
well in this as in tormer atuirs, © Then follows 
the grant of 3-10ths, and 3-1otns to the king, 
by the lords and the whole commons of the 
land, in order to supply his great-necessities. 
This tax was to he raised as the last 10ths and 
~1oihs were, within 3 years, upon the condi- 
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ciaments and_ imposts, levied oF to be levied, 
upon labourers, artificers, regrators, &c. who 
were for taking more wages, were to be puid- 
towards raising the subsidy.” But this statute, 


tocether with the, answer to it, 1s now obso- 


lete, “ That hereafter no tax, taillage, aids or 
charges be demanded, or levied on the com- 
mons; and that all the rensonable : petitions, 
praved by the commons, inay be granted, 
confirmed and scaled before the dissolution of 
this parl.” To which the king’s answer wns, 
“that as to the tax and taillage, tis not the 
intention of the king, er the lords, that they 
should ever be charged without the consent of 
the commons; and as to granting their other 
reasonable petitions the king 1s pleased ie 
should be done.” The commons pray, also, 
“that the loans which were granted to the 
king hy many of that body, may be released 3 
and none compelled to make such loans for. 
the future against his will, for that at was 
against renson and the franchise of the land ; 
and that restitution mizht be given to those 
who had made the loans.” ‘Jhe king’s answer 
was, “that it should be dune.” Also, thas 
whereas the kinv’s Justices, assigned te several 
counties, had judeed many men that were ar. 
raigned before them as traitors, for divers 
causes not known to the commons. to be 
treason ; therefore it was desired that the king 
and his couacil, and the ercat and wise men 
of the land, would please to declare the poimts 
of treason.” The answer was, “ thata statute 
was made in the last purl. setting forth and de-~ 
claring whut. cranes sholl be treason for the 
future.” This we shall have otten occasion to 
mention in the sequel. Jt may not he amiss. 
to add, that lord John Maltravers, who way 
theught to he one of the murderers of Edw.: 
i. having same vears before come in and. sub- 
mitted himself to the king's merey, and lately 
received his pardon, now pe ‘tiionel to have it. 
confirmed in parl. which, m consideration of 
his late faithful service to the king in Flanders, 
was granted accordingly ; and he was again 
restored to his honour and estate. 

On or about Michaelmas, 1353, the king met. 
his parl. again at Westin. which had been sum-. 
moned by writ, dated July 45, before. . i 
tollowing is a : 

List of the Earls and ee summoned to 

1 this Purhament, —- 
Falw. prince of Wales Gilb, Usnphreville eark 
Henrv d. of Lancaster of Angos 
Wm. Bohun earl of Rt. Utlorde. of Suffolk 

Northampton . Win. Montague earl ot 
Humph. Bohan enarlof Salisbury 2! - 

Heretord and Essex Ralph Stafford earl of, 
Hugh Courtney earl of; + Stafford — : 

Devonshire my John lord Mowbray 
Wm, Chaton earl of Henry. lord Piercy | 

Huntington Ralph lord Neville 
Rich. Fitz-Alan carl Richard lord Valbot 

of Arundel Robert lord Morley. 
Thos. Beauchamp earl Walter lord Manny 

of Warwick » Wag, Id. Hunungfield - 
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J. Vere earl of Oxford 
Thomas lord Lucy 
Pet. ld. Mauley the 5th 
Reginald Id. Cobham 
Reginald lord Grey 
John lord Willoughby 


hersh, senior 
Guy lord Brian 
Nicholas.lord Seimour 
Geoffrey lord Say 


of Eresby. Michael! tord Poynz 
Roger lord Chandos = John lord Beauchuinp 
John lord Chariton of Somerset 


William lord Zouch of John lord Beauchamp 
Harringworth of Warwickshire 
John lord Bardolph = William lord Ferrers 
Wm. lord Deincourt John ld. Lisle of Ruge- 
John lord Tibetot | mont ! 
John lord Fitz-Walter Nicholas Id. Cantilupe 

Walt. 1. Fauconbridge Jobn lord Furnival 
Wm. lord Greystock Nicholas lord Burnel 
William lord Dacres  -F.dward Id. Montague 
Thomas Id. Musgrave Thomas lord Ughtred 
Thomas Id. Bradestan Robert lord Scales 
Jn. 1. Grey of Rother- . Henry lord Scroop 
field John lord Cobham 
~ * €  yofCodonore Thomas lord Braose 
i D’Archy of James lord Audley 
h Thomas lord Holland 
Bartholomew Id. Bur- 
~ goersh, jun. warden 
.of the Cinque Ports 


. «©, Mortimer of 
dre ; 


‘ord Colvile 


” not, however, till the 7th of Oct. that 
‘+ gait to business ; when being all as- 
+. . an the White Hall, or chamber, of 

che lord chamberlain, Burghersh, deli- 

1e kite’s mind to them as_ follows, 

‘ e king; considering how he might best 
people, that had been often charged 
‘r2ositions and great aids, by reason of 
> syith his adversary of France, who de- 

‘+ 4s right of heritaze to that crown from 

-d sent lately sone of the most noble 
eau. fis realm, viz. the abp. of Canterbury 
and the duke of Lancaster, with other prclates 
and noblemen,:to Guisnes, to treat with his ad- 
Versary, in presence of a cardinal whom the 
pepe had sent tnther as a mediator; and that 
atter the treaty he had sent his confessor to the 


pope to acquaint him, that considering the | 


many people that had been killed in this war, 
and desiring to spend the rest of his time in an- 
other more holy one,‘to the honour of God, if 
his adversary would make resitution of the 
dutchy of Guyenne to him, as entirely as any 
of his ancestors had enjoved it, to hold it freely 


without any homage or service, he was willing, : 


when thé war was ended, -to resign bis title to 
the crown of France, Vhat the pope had more- 
over been desired to sound his French adver- 
sary’s mechinations to a farther treaty ; yet, with 
protestation, that if he should not accept it, all 
his rights should be entirely saved to him as if 
no such: otier had been made. ‘To which mes- 
sage the king net having received any answer 
from the pope,:he had sent another by the 
archdeacon of Huntington, to know what had 
been done in this affair, who brought back no- 
thing worth reporting. Wheretore, it seemed 
pecessury to the king and the lucds of his coun- 
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Thomas lord Berkeley | cil, that he should prepare himself for the war 
Bartholomew Id. Burg- + avainst his adversary, as well for the defence of 


England, as to recover his rights, tor which he 
ought to have a great-sum of money granted 
to him.” The said chamberlain shewed tur- 
ther, “ that the late tax or subsidy on wool, 
leather and wool-fels, ending at Michaelmas 
last, it was not the king’s intentions to lay any: 
new tax or other charge upon his people, yet, he 
reqnested the parl. to grant him'the said subsidy 


for some tine longer.” This request being con-- 


sidered by the three estates, they all unani-- 
mously agreed to grant the king this subsidy of 
wool, é&c. to receive it, as betore, from Mi- 
chaelmas last for 3 years to come, if the war 
should continue so long; upon condition that. 
the money arising from this subsidy, shoutd'be 
kept solely for the war, and not applied to any 
other use. There were, hkewise, several ex- 
cellent laws made. in this parl. as, particularly, 
that of the Staple; whereby it was enacted 
that the great narkets for wool, wool-fels, lea- 
ther and lead, should be held in London, 
Wesm. York, Bristol, and divers other cities: 
and towns therein mentioned ; with several 
rules and restrictions for well regulating the 
same. 
ed of Provisors against Appeals to Rome ; to- 
cether with some Petitions trom the commons, 
and other matters, all which will be found in: 
the Statutes at Large, or in Cotton’s -Abridg- 
ment of the records. : 

On the 15th of March, 1354, the king sent 
out his writs of summons to call a parl. to meet 


at Westminster on the 28th of April following. 


Being accordingly assembled, the aforesaid lord 
chief justice declared in the presence of the 
king, lords and commons in the Painted Cham- 
ber, That the cause of this parl.’s being culled 
was for three things: ist. For establishing the 
Staple within the realm, and for contirmation 
of the Ordinances made last pari. about it. 
2dly, How they might treat of a peace with 
France; for that by war the king saw his sub- 
Jects greatly wasted. And 3dly, For receiving 
of petitions aad redressing of grievances ; all 
which without a parl. could not be effectually 
done.”—-A day or two after, the lord cham- 
berlain informed them, “That there was great 
hopes of bringing about a peace between Eng- 
land and France, by means of certain com- 
missioners appointed, on both parts, for that 
purpose; yet the king would not conclude any 
thing without the consent of his lords and com- 
mons. Wherefore he demanded of them, in 
the king’s name, whether they would a-sent. 


and agree to a peace, if it might be hac by. 


treaty.” To which the commons--answered 


with one accord, “‘Vhat what should. be agrec-_ 


ble to the king and bis council in making of 
this treaty, would he so to thein.” 
commons being asked again, “ If they con- 


sented to a perpetual peace if it might be had,” 


they all unanimously cricd out, yea, yea. Upon 
which dr. Mich. Northburg, keeper of the privy 
‘seal, commanded dr. John de Swineley, the- 


pope's notary, to enter this in a public instru-+ 


There was, also, another statute enact-: 


But the. 
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ment, which was to be laid before the pope at 
Avignon, : ° 

In this parl. it was that the Jord Roger Mor-- 
tnner, grandson to the famous Koger Mortimer, 
who was attainted and executed 23 years be- 
fore, was restored to blobd, and the judgment 
against his said grandtather reversed, as being 
contrary to law. The like favour, also, R. Fitz- 
Alan, son to Edm. earl of Arundele, who had 
been attainted in the beginning of this reign, 
obtained on behalf of himself and his said 
father. 

From Cotton’s Abridgment of the Records, 
we have selected the following Petitions from 
the commons four redress of grievances, pre- 
sented during this parliament. 

The Common? Petitions, with the 

Answers thereto. 

_ C. That the surplusage of the fines of the 
Statute of Labourers may be entirely distributed 
among the poor of the whole county, and not 
to poor towns only. K. It shall be parted a- 
mong the poor towns only.—C, That the writ 
of Estreat may he in every action, where the 
party shail recover damages of Estreats after 
the writ purchased. K. The old law shall be 
continued.—C. That remedy may be had in 
such cases, where the king receiveth the profits 
of the ward’s lands, as well of Soccage, as 
otherwise, where no part of the same is holden 
ot hin. K. The law heretofore used shall 
continue.—C. That jt may be ordered, whe- 
ther the tenants of such as hold by barony. 
and are summoned to parl. shall contribute to 
the payment of knights’ fees coming to parl. 
K. As heretotore, so the same shall be.— 
C. That present pay be made of all purvey- 
ances, being under 20s, and of greater within 
1-ith of a ycar, and that purveyance be made 
without malice. K, It is good ta make pay- 
ment according to the first point, and to redress 
the sccond.—C. That ail sheritls be charged to 
make present payment for all purveyances for 
Calais. K. The demand is reasonable.— 
©. That any one attainted upon a writ ef 
Oyer and Terminer, may bring his attaint, 

ending his suit against the other. K. The 

ords will not alter the order of the law.— 
€. That the lords, marchers of Wales, do 
suffer no distresses to be made on any English- 
man coming into Wales, for any other men’s 
debts, if he be no debtor, trespasser, or surety. 

K. As herctofore, so the law shall be.—C: That 
ho inquest upon conspiracy, confederacy, main- 
tensuce, or such like be returned, but by the 
shen, of the most lawful men, and nighest in 
that part of the country, where such acts are 


King’s 


laid; that all evidences therein be given openly | 


at the bar, arid that no man speak with, the 
jury after they depart therefrom. XK. This last 
petition is agreed to.—C. That the king will 
appoint a time when’ the coin shall be made 
finer.(a) K. With opportunity the king mean- 
ce 


= 


(a) For the better understanding of this pe- 
tition, it ig mecessury to observe, that, about 
4. years before this, W. Edindon, bp. of Win- 
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eth the same,—C. That the king have the for- 


.feitures of his widow’s dowavers: but not of 


such as hold jointly with their husbands. 
K. The old law shall stand.—C. That the Writ 
of Appeal brought pending another may abate 
the other, K. ‘The common law therein used 
shall continue.—C. That weights and measures 
may henceforth be made in the city of London, 
so as all counties do conform themselves ac- 
cording thercto. K. There is a Standard in 
the treasury, where every man readily may 
have the same.—C. That the writs of chancery 
may be at reasonable prices; and that the 
clerks of the crown, and others for commissron 
and such like, do content themselves with the 
king’s allowance. K. As herctotore the same 
shall be.—C. ‘That fnes for wnts may be rea- 
sonably made in every of the king’s courts. 
K. The chancellor shall do as heretotgre.—~ 
C. The commons beyond the Trent require, 
that the justices of the one bench or of the 
other, may yearly come twice amongst them, 
for taking cognisance of fines and letters of 
attorney of the unable. K. The king will be 
advised.—C. ‘That labourers may take corn for 
their wages. KX. The statute made shall ‘= 
observed.—C. Taat the Staple may al 
continue in England. K. The sane sha: 
continue ull the next parl. not to be al: 
without the assent of the parl.—C. The : : 
chants stranvers require, that the Ordin: -« 
of the Staple may be executed speedily. K °. 
king willeth the same. 

Then: the lord chamberlain Burehersh, :_. 
and one of those who had been at the t> +. 
of Calais the last year, declared to the s« 
house, “ That there was a treaty of peace. 
tween the king and the French, anda _ .’ 
hope of a final accord ;” whereto in the} +s 
nuine he demanded of the commons, w) «<< 
they would agree. To which demandth — - 
swered, “ That therein they wholly subi. °- 
themselves to the order of the king a: 
nobles.” 
chester, the lord treas. of England, had caused. 
groats and halt-groats to be coined to the peo-' 
ple’s great disadvantage; secing that they wanted 
something of the just sterling weighr. . This oc- 
cusioned the price of all things to be very inuch 
enhanced; whereupon at the commons com- 
plaint now in pari. the king proiniscd to redress: 
their grievance: the first opportunity. Yet, how-: 
ever, many times after those days the like prac- 
tice had been used, insomuch, that :now 5s. 
scarcely contain so much silver as 5 groats had 
3 or 4U0 years «zo; so that it 1s nu wonder, 


if things be sold at treble the price which they: 


held at that time. For hereby alsa it comes to 
pass, that the prince and nobility cannot pos- 
sibly maintain their estates with their anctent 
rents and revenues; becanse though thev bring 


them in the old tale and nuinber, yet thiry fail 


far short in the due weight and quantity of 
metal. Barnes’s Edw. I. Hollingshead’s 
Eng. Chron. p. 948, Also Godwin’s Catal. of 
Bishops, p. 254. 
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Betore the king went over to France in 1355 
he sent out his writs of summons fur a parl. to 
mect on the 12th of Nov. following; about 
which time, Edw. being at Calais, heard of the 
loss of Berwick, and prepared himself not only 
to meet his parl. but to recover that town. 
However, it was pot oll che 25th of that month 
that he could yet to Westm. to which time the 
parl, had been adjourned. Being at length 
all asseinbled, the lord chief justice Shareshall 
tuld them, that it was his.maj.’s pleasure that 
sir Walter Manny should declare to them the 
present state of the king’s alfais, being best 
able to do it, and he accordingly delivered him- 
self to this etlect:—“ He first gave them an 
account of the late treaty before the pope, and 
how it had been broke off by the obstinacy of 
the French commissioners. ‘That in order to 
conclude a peace he had sent the duke of 
Lancaster, with others, to the pope’s court at 
Avignon; and that during his stay there the 
king of Navarre had complained to the said 
duke of sundry dainages done to him by the 
French, and athrined upon oath that he would 
willingly enter into a league with the English 
against them ; and for assurance of the same 
engaged himself to meet his maj. at the island 
of Jersey with us great power as he could raise. 
That the king, upon the return of the said 
duke, and knowledge of the afair, with a great 
army and navy, set sail from the river Thames 
towards Jersey ; but being beat back by con- 
trary winds, he was dsiven with much hazard 
into’ Portsmouth, where he staid tll he was 
credibly informed that the said king of Na- 
varre had actually made his peace with the 
enenty of France. Upon hearmg, also, that 
the French were marching a strung army to- 
wards Calais, the king wert over thither, in 
hopes they would give him battle, accompanied 
with his own army, and joined there by the 
forces of his German allies. That on All-Soul’s 
day last past the king marched towards the 
enemy and ofiered them battle, which the 
encmy took all possible ways to avoid ; where- 
upon, the king wasted and spoiled the coun- 
try, but finding his army to languish for want 
of provisions, was obliged to return back to 
Calais, where he puid otf his mercenary troops, 
and came hither to incet his parl.”—After this 
speech was ended, the lord chief justice ad- 
dressed hianself to the commons to this pur 
puse :—lfe required them to weih and con- 
sider well the king’s unwearicd constancy in 
labourimg tur their defence. ‘That he was now 
readv, alsu, to repel the insolence of the Scots, 
who had surprised, in his absence, the town 
of Berwick, as he had becn inturmed ; he de- 
sired them thercfore how he might be enabled 
not only to subduc entirely that stubborn peo- 
ple, but, also, how to attain an advantageous 

ce with France, which he much desired, to 
Ucan hovour and their quiet and benefit.” — 
Jic concluded with giting them time till Friday 
following to bring in their answer, and in the 
mean while wo prepere their hills and petitions 


te he dai before the king in parliament. 
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On the day appointed, the commons came 
into the White Chamber, at Westin. and hav- 
ing had a short conference with the lords, in 
the king’s presence, they unanimously granted 
the king the subsidy on leather, wool and 
wool-fels, for 6 years to come; provided that 
no other imposition or charge be laid upon 
them during that term. ‘This tax was no less 
than 50s. on each sack of wool that should be 
exported ; by which sole. grant the king was 
able to expend a 1000 marks a day on a just 
calculation, there being no less than 100,000 
sacks yearly exported bythe English merchants 
m those days.—See Hollingshead’s Chron. 
p- 383. . 

Petitions of the Commons with their Answers, 

Pet. That the Great Charter, and the 
Charter of the Forest in all points shall be 
kept: that the statute, that the staples shall 
always be kept within the realm, shail te ol- 
served: that the statute made for vearly rv- 
moving sheriffs be observed: and that the sta- 
tute made fur purveyors be kept. Ans. The 
king willeth the same.—P. That whereas the 
commons have granted to the king 40s. of 
every knight’s fee in aid to make his son # 
knight, the exchequer demandeth the same, as 
well of mesne lords, as of the tenants in dc- . 
mesne, agiunst. reasoa: wherefore they pray 
remedy. A. The right use of the exchequer 
is to be kept.—P.. That no man’s land, being 
bought in the tine of Henry III. which was be- 
fore the statute of Prerogative, mav be scized 
into the king’s hands by escheators <A. Let 
this he more particularly declared to the king. 
—P. ‘Flat the jusuces of the peace may de- 
termine weights and measures. A. ‘The sta- 
tute made shall he observed Such justices 
shall make nodepaties, neither shail the sherifi, 
coroner, or such hike, be a jusiice~—P. That — 
the points of confederacy may be declared, 
considering how the judges Judge rashly there 
of. A. None shall be punished for confede- 
racy, but where the statute speakcth eapressly 
upon the point contained in the same statute. 
—P. That the justices of gaol-delivery, on an 
indictment of the coroner coming before them, 
may award the exigent. A. The old law shall 
stand.—P. That such persons of the far North 
countries, as upon appeals join issue on good 
or evil, may try the same by Nist Prius; con- 
sidering that the jury will not appear mn the 
king’s bench. A. The old law uscd shall be 
kept.—P. That remedy may be had against 
such, as to defraud their sediton betore judg- 
ment, do convey away their lands and goods. 
A. The statute therefore made shall be ob- 
served.—P. That writs of attaints may be had 
of verdicts given in other courts.—The old law 
shall be observed. 

When the parl. had thus dispatched the 
king’s business and their own, they broke up, 
and the king marched immediately for Scot- 
land, where he soon retook Berwick, and per- 
formed several other martial exploits in that 
kingdom. Whether it was stipulated by this 
last parl. that there showd not be enether 
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called in such a time, or that the grant of the 
last subsidy, on wools, &c. for 6 years was 
suticient for the national expence for that 
term, we know not; but we meet with no 
other parliament during that whole time. 

On the 25th of Jan. 1361, Edw. met his 
part. at Westm. Here the articles of peace, 
concluded between John k. of France and the 
king of England, were communicated to the 
whole assembly ; and both lords and commons 
were highly satisfied with the king’s conduct in 
the attair. These articles, 40 in number, are 
to be found in Brady, Tyrrel, and other his- 
turians. | 

The king called another parl. to meet at 
Westm. on the 13th of Oct. 1362, where all 
the peers were expressly commanded to ap- 

ear in person, and not one proxy permitted. 
‘he causes of this assembly were declared by 
the lord chicf justice, sir H. Green, to be “ for 


‘the redress of matters relating to the church ; 


for observation of the peace; for settling af- 
tairs with Scotland; and for enhancing the 
price of wool.” All which were then very 
well ordered, us may be seen in the records 
and printed statutes of this year. The Staple 
of Wools was appointed, though not by ex- 
press statute, yet with the consent of both 
houses, to be removed from London to Calais. 
Por we find by the records, that when the 
lords were commanded to speak, “ what they 
thought of the merchants removing to Calais?” 
they all agrees, “that it seemed to them to 
be a matter very profitable to the realm.” 
‘Lhe commons, indeed, demurred a litde at 
the first, tll they had consulted with some 
merchants ahout it, but, at last, they com- 
pce with the lords also. Whereupon, the 
‘ing sent over 26 of the ablest and most con- 
siderable merchants in the kingdom, to hold 
the Suaple there for 3 years. These mer- 
chants were, also, ordered to keep and defend 
the town, every man having a guard of 6 men 
at arms and 4 archers, at the king’s charge. 
Besides the mayor of the town, the king by fis 
charter constituted another, called the mayor 
of the Staple of Calais; the king being to re- 
ceive 20s. and the aforesaid merchants, war- 
dens of the town, 40d. imore, as custom, on 
every sack of wool there bought. | 

In this parl. also was passed that remarkable 
statute, “ that all pleadings and judgments in 


the courts of Westm. should be tur the tuture 


in English,” whereas before they were wont 
tu be in the French language, ever since the 
tune of the conqueror, It was, also, ordained, 
that all sclookinast should teach their 
scholars to construe in Engh-h, and not in 
French, as they had hitherto used. Here also, 
it was enacted that neither gould nor silver 
should b2 used in apparel, knives, girdles, 
chains, rigs, or other bodily ornaments, by 
anyiman who could not spend 101. a year. 
And that none who could not spend 1001. a 
year, should presume to wear silks, furs, or 
other precivns ¢arments. On the last day of 
the parl’s. sitting, the commons unanimously 


1862.—Sumptuary Laws enacted, &c. {128 
gave the king 26s. 8d. on every sack of wool, 
for 3 years; besides the foriner subsidy on 
wool-fels and skins. And now, business of 
that kind being concluded, the aforesaid sir 
Iiy. Green declared to both houses, “ that the 
king being then arrived at the 50th year of his 
age, intended to kcep it as a jubilee; and to 
pass several acts of grace and mercy to his 
people, He therefore granted a general and 
special pardon for all crimes, treason itself not 
excepted, without any fine, or paying of fees 
for the seal; and set all debtors to the crown, 
and prisoners for criminal matters, at liberty.” 
The king also confirmed Magna Charta; winch 
was contirmed no less than 10 several tunes in 
this reign. 

In 1363 the kingissued out his writs of sum- 
mons, dated June 10, fora parl. to meet at 
Westm. on the 6th of Oct. following; when, 
there not being a full attendance of members, 
the houses were adjourned to Friday following. 
At which time Simon Langham, bp. of Ely, 
and chanccllof of England, declared before 
the lords the king’s reasons for calling this part. 
He said, “ that ule king was desirous to know 
the grievances of his subjects; and, particu- 
larly, that he anight by their advice redress any 
wrongs that had been done to holy church ; 


also, to reform all enormitics, especially about _ 


the manner of exhibiting petitions in part.” 
Then the commons gave the king their most 
humble thanks for the-great goodness he had 
shewed and confirmed unto them in the last 
parl. and huinbly prayed “ that the king would 
enjoin the abps. and all other of the clergy, 
that they would put up their joint prayers to 
Alinighty God for the prosperity of his maj. 
mn ordcr to the peace and good govt. of the 
land, and for the continuance of his may’s. 
good atiections towards his commons.” ‘This 
parl. continued by prorogations ull the 3d of 
Nov. when the lord chance. in presence of the 
king and both houses declared, “ that the 
king was now resolved to execute the Statute 
of Apparel, and therctore charged them all 
to promote the samc.” Ife then demanded of 
both houses, “ whether they would have such 
matters as they agreed on to be by way of Or- 
dinance or of Statute *#” They answered, “ by 
way of Ordinance, that they might amend 
the saine at their pleasure.” In thisparl. it 
was cnacted, that poultry should be sold in the 
tol'owing manner; a young capon for Sd. an 
old one tor 4d. a hen for 2d. a goose for 4d. 
For the Statute appointing Apparel, see Sta- 
tutes at Larve. A. 1363. 

On the 4th of Dec. 13864, Edw. sent forth 
his summons tur a par]. to meet him at Westm. 
on the 2ist of Jan. following. On which da 
being met, they were by proclamation ae 
journed to the next morning in the painted 
chamber, there to hear the king’s pleasure. 
At which time, bp, Langham, lord chanc. of 
England, began a long and formal harangue, 
taking for his text that of the royal prophet ; 
“Faithful judgmeut doth adorn the king’s seat.’ 
“ From whence he took occasion to extol the 


- 
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great valour of the king his master, and the | how he:might govern his people at home in 


many victorivs which by God’s assistance he 
had gained in his youth; not forgetting the 
constant and dutiful goud will and ready con- 


curreaoce of the king’s loyal subjects, towards | 


the furtherance of those his important under- 
takings, For all which, as the king did nuw 
by him, return them his hearty thanks, so he 
fet thein know that tor his part he was resolv- 
ed to seek the common peace and tranquillity 
of all bis people: especially, by enturcing a 
due observance of all good and wholesome 
laws, and amending such of them asSshould be 
thought detective ; as also by establishing new 
ones as neceszity should require.” They then 
proceeded to appowt receivers and tryers of 
petiuons for England, Ircland, Wales, &c. as 
also tor Aquitain, and other forcign countries. 
Which done, the king himself spoke to the 
whole assembly to this etiect: “ That cita- 
tions and talse suggestions were daily made to 
the pope, for matters determinable in his own 
courts of this realm; that provisions were pro- 
cured trom Rome for ecclesiastical dignities, 
at the great scandal of the antient laws, and 
the derogution of his crown. ‘That the trea- 
sure of the land was by these means conveyed 
away, to the diminution of church livings, the 
withdrawing of divine scrvice, alms, hospi- 
tality, with other good and acceptable works, 
andthe dany increase of all mischiets.” There- 
fore he required them, “ ‘That whereas a for- 
mer statutg had been made; another act, to 
the same purpoy', but more strict, should also 
be preparcd against the’ pope’s provisions of 
bishopricks, and other ecclesiastical dignities 
and beneiices: and also against all those who 
have obt:uned or should obtain any such 
benefices, by virtue of such provisions; or 
should serve any process, or citations, to the 
court of Rome tor that purpose.” An act 
was made accordingly, and passed this ses- 
sion; which may be found in our printed sta- 
tute books, agreeing with the record. The 
petitions of the commons, with the king’s an- 
swer to them, come next in the proccedings of 
this parl. the most remarkable of which are 
these; “ the commons pray, that 3s, 4d. laid 
upon every sack of wool nat Calais, and all 
other unrcasonable impositions, may cease.” 
Answer: “ the king willcth that unreasonable 
impositions may cease.” It was also then 
agreed, that the Staple being removed from 
Calais, one should be held at Melcomb-Regis, 
and another at Ipswich; and that all mer- 
chants and others miglit ship wools at Lewes, 
tor their ease, or in other places. 

On the 30th of March 1366, Edw. held 
another parl. at Westm. at the opening of 
which, in the ete chamber, bp. Langham, 
ld. chanc. declared, in presence of the lords 
and commons, the reasons why this patl. was 
culied, which in effect were these, “ that since 


the king had sent his eldest son, the prince of | 


Wales, to govern the country of Aquitain; as 

also, the duke of Clarence, his next son, to be 

bis heut. in Ireland; bis chief care now was 
VoL. 1. 


the best manner.” After which both houses 
proceeded to numinate receivers and tryers of 
petitions as usual, and adjourned to the next 
day, when the chan. in the presence ot the 
king, lords, and commons, spoke again and 
told thei, © that he had the day betore in- 
formed them in general, of the occasion of 
their meeting, and that now they should know 
it more particularly; the king having a matter 
of yreat importance to communicate to them. 
His maj. had lately received notice, that the 
pope, in consideration of the homage which 
John k. of England, had formnerly paid to the 
see of Rome, and of the tribute by him grant- 
ed to the said ‘see, intended by proccss to’ 
cite his maj. to appear at his cour, at Avig- 
non, to answer for his defaults, 1 not pur- 
forming what the said king, his predecessor, 
had so undertaken for him and his heirs, kings 
of England. Whereupon, the king required 
the advice of his parl, what course he had 
best take iff any such process should come out 
against him.” The bps. lords and commons, 
desired until the following day, to give in 
their answer; when, beinz again assembled, 
atter full dehberation, they declared as tol- 


lows, “ that neither king John nor anv other . 
3 la) > 


king could bring himself, his realm and people, 
under such subjection, without their assent; 
and if it was done, it was without consent of 
arl. and contrary to his corenation oath ; thar 
fe was notoriously compelled to it by the ne- 
cessity of his attairs and the inquity of the 
times; wherefore the said estates enacted, that 
in case the pope should attempt any thing by 
process, or any other way, to constrain the 
king and his subjects, to’ perform what he says 
he lays claim to, in this respect, they would 
resist and withstand hin to the utmost of their 
power.” ‘This parl. continued to sit tll the 
11th of May, when the Id. chanc. notitied to 
them, “ The marriage of the princess Iswbella 
to the lord Ingelram de Coucy, who had a 
large estate both in I'rance and England, and 
that it would be for the king’s honour to create 
him a peer of this reali :” which the lords 
finding convenient, readily agreed to. Where- 
upon the king, by his letters patent, created 
him earl of Bedtord, with a crant of 1000 
marks per ann. out of the exchequer, and 30 
marks more out of the issues of the county of 
Bedford, to be paid by the sheriff of that 
county. Rak: 

On the 24th of Feb. 1368, the king issued 
out his writs, for summoning a parl. to meet at 
Wesun. the 1st of May following. When being 
met, dr. Langham, then abp. of Canterbury, 
was the king’s prolocutor, ‘and declared to the 
assembly, that it was lis maj.’s pleasure that 
they should be adjourned for 3 days; and at 
the time appointed the said abp. opened the 


j cause of their meeting to ths eifect, “ That 


the king yielded unto God Alinichty most 

hearty thanks for having given him the victory 

over all lis eneinies; as, also, tor the peaces 

able aud flourishing condition of his rcalin, and 
i : i} 
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for the grext loyalty of his subjects, and their | he should surrender up to him certain countries 


constant readiness to serve him, both m body 
und yoods; all which blessings he desired, as 
much as in him lay, to continue or rather to 
increase. And, that he might the better suc- 
cced in that resolution, he had at this time 
called his parl. to confer with them concerning 
matters relating to the premisses.” Then the 
receivers und tryers of petitions were appoint- 
ed, which took up all the rest of that day — 
On the day following being assembled again in 
the Painted Chamber, the said abp. farther 
declared. the substance of a treaty between the 
king’s commissioners and David Bruce, king 
of Scotland, who had lately made this offer. 
“That he was willing to preserve a perpetual 
peace with England, provided he saiaht quietly 
enjoy the kingdom of Scotland, free and dis- 
charged from all homage to that crown; since 
to hold it otherwise would be a constant re- 
proach to him and his kingdom.” Concerning 
which terms of peace ihe lenis and commons, 
being asked their advice, gave in their answers, 
severally, to one and the same effect, “ That 
they could not assent to any such peace, upon 
any account, without a disherison of the king, 
his heirs and crown, which they themselves 
were sworn to preserve, and therefore must 
advise him not to hearken to any such propo- 
sitiuns.” After which the abp. in the king’s 
hame, gate thanks to the estates in parl. 
‘‘ For their ready compliance in assisting the 
king’s wants by aids and subsidies; and shewed 
them further how at that time the king stood 
in as yreat need as ever of a considerable sup- 
vly to discharge his debts.” Upon which the 
fords and commons granted the king, for 2 
years, of every woolepack 36s. 8d.; tor every 
12 score of tells, as much; and 13s. 4d. tor 
every last of skins, over and above the old 
customs. ‘Then certain new statutes were pre- 
pared tor the royal assent, and some old ones 
were cxplained and contirmed, which may be 
secn in the printed stutute-books under this 
vear._ ; 
About this time another war with France 
seeming unavoidable, the French king having, 
by treaties and embassies, deluded Edw, till 
he had taken an opportunity to seize on the 
greater part of his doumnions abroad, he called 
a pari. in order to lay this athur and the state 
of the nation betore them. They were sum- 
moned to mect at Westm. May 27, 1369; at 
which time the king, prelates, dukes, earls, 
barons, knights, citizens and burgesses, as- 
semsbled in the Painted Chamber, the ccle- 
brated Wm. of Wickham, bp. of Winchester, 
then Id. chance. being prolocutor. This prelate 
told the assembly, “ ‘That the king, always, in 
his ercotest atiairs had used their advice and 
counsel; in which he ever found them truly 
Joyal, and for which he thanked them. 
that not being willing any thing should be un- 
known to them, he liad before them the peace, 


which by their advice he had coneluded with | 


And | 


beyond seas; should pay unto him certain 
sums of money, at stated times; and that for 
the future he should never pretend to any ju- 
risdiction or sovereignty over Gascoigny or its 
neighbouring parts. In consideration thereof, 
the English k. was to give up the stile and title 
of the k. of France for ever, which he had ac- 
cordingly done. But his said adversary had 
not only failed to make delivery of the lands 
and countries agreed upon ; had made no pay- 
ments of the money; but had, also, sum- 
moned ceffain lords of that country, under his 
jurisdiction, and even the pr. of Wales him- 
self, to appear before him, on a day prefixed, 
at Paris, to answer their appeals, which was 
contrary to the form and tenor of the peace. 
Besides all this, he had sent a great number 
of men at arms, and others, into Gascoigny ; 
and there by force had taken towns, castles, 
and other places; killed some of the king’s 
lieze people; taken others and imprisoned them 
in hopes of great ransoms; the same he had 
also done in Ponthieu. That because of these 
doings, especially in the principality of Aqui- 
tain, against the form of the peace, the prince 
had sent special messengers to inform the king 
that he had called to him the wisest.men ot 
the said principality, and treated with, and 
propounded to them, whether, by reason of 
these things, his father might not by right 
retake upon him and use the name of k. of 
France.” Who all answered and atirmed, 
“ That the king might do it by right and good 
faith.” Upon which point the abp. of Canter- 
bury and the other prelates were charged by 
the king to treat and shew their best advice 
and counsel.—The prelates took 2 or 3 days to 
deliberate upon this knotty case of conscieace : 
“© Whether the king was released from his oath 
or not?” When the whole assembly being again 
met, the abp. and bps. with one accord, an- 
swercd, “ That the king, for the causes above- 
said, might justly re-assume and use the name 
of k. of France by right and good conscience.” 
To which sentence, the dukes, carls, barons, 
knights and commons, unanimously agreed. 
‘The parl. having thus agreed to renew the 
war, the next thing to be thought of was the 
sinews of it. Accordingly the king ordered, 
“ the state of the nation to be laid beture 
them; and because he should be. at great 
charge to maintain his forces both by sea and 
land, which he could not support without their 
assistance; he requested them, therefore, to 
consult and advice how it might best he done 
with the least charge and sete to his peo- 


| ple.” On which, the lords, by thetnselves, and 


the commons, of one accord, granted to the 
king a subsidy on wools; that 1s 433s. 4d. on 
every suck, apd on every 12 score of wool- 
fells n¢ much ; on every last of leather 41. that 
should be exported, besides the ancient cus- 
toms for 3 years, to commence at Michaelmas 
next. Qn strangers was laid, for every sack 


his adversary of France, some time azo. ‘The | ef wool 4 marks, and every 12 score of tells 
conditivus of which were, that by such a day | as much; and on every last of leather the 


. 
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came rate.—-Sume other rhatters were trans- | this kingdom, as might be equally able to cons 


acted in this parl. of less notice; as that all 


the king’s forts, ports and fortresses should be 
surveyed, repaired and edihed; that no religi- 
ous aliens should be left in a capacity to dis- 
eover the secrets of the realm, as well as all 
their pussessions to be seized into the king’s 
bands; that remedy may be had aguinst the 
excessive price on armour, and against the 
unreasonable demands of dealers in horses. 
Lastly, the king on the 12th of June caine tu 
the house, and gave them thanks, from his 
own mouth, “ For the great pains they had 
taken, and the aid they had given hin; and, 
in some sort of recompence, promised to all 
those lords, and others, of whatsoever degree, 
estate, condition or nation they were, who 
would maintain his cause and quarrel against 
his enemies of France, that they shuuld lruld 
and enjoy, for ever, all they should there re- 
cover and conquer; whether duchies, earl- 
doms, viscounties, cities, towns, castles or 
lordships, persons, names, arms and honours, 
to hol 
France, by the accustomed dues and services. 
Reserving only to himself and his heirs all 
demesnes, royalties, services, homages, dues, 
resorts and sovereignties, belonging’ to the 
crown of France; and excepting all charch- 
lands, and the lands of all such, who, with- 
out force or dithiculty would obey, adhere to, 
and remain in obedience to him; and of their 
own good-will, would assist him in his quarrel 
aguinst his said adversary. Likewise, the king 
commanded that not only all the bps. should 
muster thew own tenants and servants; but 
that all parsons, vicars, monks, frynrs, and 
other religious persons of the clergy, should be 
in iness, 1n case of an invasion, to resist 
the common enemy.” After which he dis- 
sulved this parliament. 

On the 8th of Jan. 1371, writs of summons 
were issued out for a parl. to meet on the 24th 
of Feb. that year. Being all assembled, in the 
Painted Chamber at Westm. the lord chan. 
Wickham opened the-cause of the summons 
to be for this purpose, “ that since by the as- 
s¢nt of the last parl. the king did retake upon 
him the title of king of France, because his 
adversary had broke the peace, and claimed the 
superioryty over Aquitain, which had formerly 
belonged to his father; be had for this and se- 
veral other causes been at great expences, and 
sent some men of quality and others, to a 
mighty number, to conquer and recover his 
riypt. That the king had received news from 
his friends and allies that his adversary had 
made himeelf stronger than he had dune be- 
fore; and ordered so great an army to be 
brought tovether, that ip all probability he 
would beable to get possession of all his lands 
aud territaries beyond seus, as well in Gas- 
co:goy, as at Calais, Guisnes, Pontbieu, and 
other places. 
had such a fleet ready as scemed sufficient to 
Gestroy the whole English nayy ; and that he 
purposed to send ovex such a land-army into 


the said possessions of him, as k. of 


Farther, that his said adversary | 


quer and subject it to bis own power. Where-= | 
tore, the king earnestly desired the lords and 
cummons to consult about these points; and 
advise him which way the kingdom might be 
safely yuarded, the navy preserved from the 
malice of his enemies, his lands beyond sca, 
kept, the war maintained, and the reduction of 
the French effected, 

These high matters being thus laid before the 
parls many Ways and Means were proposed 
fur raising an aid, which were frecly debated 
betwixt the lords and commons. At last, in 
consideratian of the great costs and charges 
which the king had been at, and was to beuar, 
for the reasous given, both houses consented, 
March 28, to grant a subsidy of 50,000 1. to be 
levied on every parish at 22s, 3d.; and those 
of yreater value to cuntribute, by rate, to those 
of less, The clergy, here alsv, granted the 
king a separate aid of 5V,0001. more for one 
year, towards carrying on the French war ; for 
the raising of which extraordinary sum, trom 
that body, the very chantry-priests were taxed 
according to their aymual stipends; as like- 
wise all other small benefices which had never 
been taxed before. A great council of the 
estates sat at Winchester on the 8th day after 
Trinity Sunday this year; and was, probably, 
a committee appointed by this last parl. to 
mect and settle the aforesaid Tax on Parishes. 
The king, iminediately on the granting this 
subsidy, had ‘sent out his writs to the sheritts 
of every county in England, to cause them to 
return to him the number of the parish-churches 
in each shire. After which the chancellor ace 
quainted this committee, “ that the number 
of parishes in England would not auswer the 
said tax of 50,0001. as might appear by the 
certificates of all the abps. bps. and shertts, 
made and returned into chancery, by the king’s 
warraut.” These certificates were exainined 
by the committee, and inany treaties and con- 
terences had upon the matter; at last, to 
complete the sum of 50,0001. the said com- 
mittee of lords and commons granted out of 
every parish in. the kingdom, the sum of 110s. 
the former sum of 22s. 3d. being included ; ex- 
cept the county of Chester, which was # 
county palatine, and the church-lands, which - 
were taxed to a 10th; and, as before, parishes 
of greater extent and value were to be contri- 
bntary to the less. Stowe has preserved the 
list of the several counties ot England, in 
which the number of parishes are mentioned 
and their several taxations fixed; which, since 
it is the first tax of that kind, that we have yet 
met with, well deserves our notice. 


Shires, Parishes. Los d 
Bedtordshire, 121 paid.701 16 0 
Berkshire, 156. 904 16 0 
Buckinghamshire, 200, 1160 0 0 
Cambridgeshire, 17% 997 12 0 
Cornwall, 194, -4125 4 O 
Cumberland, 96; 556 16 O 
Derbyshire, 96. 556 16 0 
Devonshire, 33% 2149 1g Q 
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Shires. Parishes. Los. od. 
Dorsetshire, 237 1374 12 0 
Durham, 61 553 16 0 
Fissex, 400 2259 18 O 
Gsloucestershire, 54 1473 4 O 
Herefordshire, 144 834 4 0 
hiertrordshire, 136 730 16 O 
Viuntingtonshire, 62 535 12 0 
Kent, 393 2279 8 O 
Lancashire, ' 58 346 8 O 
Lincolnsinre, 627 3636 16° O 
Leicestersiure, 209 1212 4 O 
London, 110 057 0 0 
Bliddlesex, 63 S65 8 O 
Nortolk, 816 3674 16 0 
Northamptonshire, 303 1757 8 O 
Northumberland, 60 248 0 O 
Nottmehamshire, 104 O51 4 O 
Oxtordshire, 200 1160 0 O 
Tintlandshire, 44 255 4 0 
Shropshire, 114 f¢1 4 O 
Somersetshire, 391 2267 16 0 
Southanptonshire, 230 13354 0 0 
Stattordshire, 100 560 0 O 
Suttulk, , 815 2975 0 0 
Surrey, 118 684 8 O 
MuSsex, Q24 1647 4 O 
Warwickshire, 183 1061 8 O 
Westmoreland, 32 185 12 O 
Wiltshire, Q39 1386 4 0O 
Worcestershire, 139 806 4 O° 
Yorkshire, 540 3071 12 0O 


‘She sum, says Stowe, of all the shires in 
Fueland, without the city of London, and the 
hishoprick of Durham be 37, and of parish 
churches 8600, and all the money amounted 
wito 50,1811. 8s. &e. Of the which was 
withdrawn 1811. 8s. by the reason that pa- 
rishes in the county-.of Suifolk paid bat 
112s, 7d. And the parishes in the county of 
Devonshire paid but 112s. 10d. for their great 
-poverty, and so was the king answered 50,0001. 

The Petitions of the Commons, which were 
pot answered in the preceding parl. were an- 
answered at this conncil. Amongst which the 
following ig very remarkable :—* For that it 
chad been declared to the king in the late par. 
by all the earls, barons and commons of Eng- 
Jand, ¢ That the govt. of the kingdom had for 
a long time becn managed by men of the 
church, whereby many mischicts and damages 
had happened in tune heretotore, to the dishe- 
rison of the crown, and to the great prejudice 
of the kingdom :’ that it would therefore please 
the king, that laymen of sutticient abilities, and 
no others, might for the ruture be made chanc. 
treasurer, clork of the privy seal, barons of 
the exchequer, comptroiler, or other great of- 
fiecrs, and governors of the kingdom; and 
that this matter micht be so established, that 
it should never be defeated, or any thing done 
to the contrary in time to come, saving to the 
king the removal and choice of such othcers, 
yet so as they should be laymen.’. The king's 
answer was, “ He would do in, this point what 
seemed best to him by advice of his council.’’ 
Though the king was, us usual, very concise 
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in his answer to this petition, yet we find that 
he thought of it afterwards ; tor ina littleame, 
Wm, of Wickham, bp. of Winchester, and Id. 
chanc. of England, delivered up the great seal 
to the king at Westm. which was immediately 
given to sir Rob. ‘Lhorp, one of the king’s 
At the sume time Tho. 
Breatinghaum, bp. of Exeter, was removed 
from being lord treasurer; and was succeeded 
by Rd. lord Scroop of Bolton. 

Before the king sect out on his last expedition 
to Lrance, he Jeft his erandcinid Richard, now 
onlyson tothe black prince, a vouth scarce seven 
vears old, guardian of the realm; appointin 
him a council tor the inauagement of all publie 
affairs. On the tstolf Sep, 1572, writs of sum- 
mons were issued out, 1n the name of this young 
cuardian, for a parl. to meet 15 days after Mi- 
chaelmas. But betore that me the king was 
returned into England, so that new writs were 
sent out, dated at Winchelsea, the 6th of Oct. 
by which he adjourned the said parl. to the 3d 
ot Nov. following, The Jords and commons 
being assembled in the white ehrunber at 
Westm. on the day appointed, six Hy. Bryan 
acquainted them, “ ‘Ilat the prince of Wales, 
having by a grant from his futher enjoyed 
Guienne, he had often by letters, &c. signitied 
to the king, that the revenues and profits, aris- 
ing from that prineipality, did not, nor could 
suffice to maintain him and support the gove. 
and wars against the French their enemies, 
and other necessary charges, without a great 
assistance from the king; and that the prince 
having made these things appear to the king 
and council, when first he caine into England, 
had therefore surrendered into the king’s hands 
the said principality, and all he could claim 
there by virtue of his grant, in the presence of 
the king and lords of his council.” The next 
day the said sir Tenry, in the same place, and 
beture the said assembly, more expressly de- 
clared the cause of their summons to this 
etfect; “ That the king, by advice of his parl, 
had ordered several commanders of note to go 
over, some into Gascoigny and others to Calais, 
to oppose the designs of his encmics, and to 
make war upon them by all the ways they 
could: but, that afterwards, upon the sudden 
news that came to the king of their march, he 
went himself to sea with the rest of his forces ; 
yet by reason of the winds being contrary, and 
other unavoidable accidents, he was forced to 
return without doing any thing. That, after 
having summoned this present parl. he ad- 
journed the samc, in order that the lords who 
were with hun at sea might be also there, that 
by the good advice and council of them all he 
might do the best he could for the safety of the 
nation; and resist and oppose the malice of 
his enemies, who had made themselves, by 
land and sea, much stronger than ever they 
were betore. He desired therefore the prince, 
prelates, dukes, earls, barons and commons, 
on the kiny’s behalf, that they would consult 
about this matter, and give him such council 
nud wid, as should seem to them must prot 


137] 


able to the nation, and sufficient to reduce the 
power of his enemies.” The prince, and all 
the rest of the estates, considering the grcat 
expence the king was to be at for the detence 
ofthe nation, and maintainmg the war against 
his enemies, granted him the former subsidies 
on wool, leather and wool-fells, for 2 years 
lonver, to begin at Michaelmas last past, viz. 
of every sack of wool that was shipped out of 
Englund, 21. 3s. 4d. of every 12 score of wool- 
fellsas much; of every Inst of leather 41. of 
denizens, besides the old custum: of foreigners 
4 marks on evervsack besides the old custom ; 
as much on every 12 score of wool-fclls, and 
5]. 6s. 8d. on every last of leather. But, 
whereas the said subsidy and custom so granted 
could not be suthcient for the great expence 
and charge the king was to be at, for the causes 
aforesaid ; the said estates granted a 15th for 
one year, to be levied as the last. Then on the 
43d of Nov. the said lords and commons again 
assembled in the white chamber, when the 
chanc. declared to the king, “ How kind the 
pari. had been to him in granting him the said 
subsidies ana 15th,” who very heartily thanked 
them for their great aid: and then the peti- 
tions of the cominons were read and answered 
according to custom. After which, the knights 
of shires had leave to depart, and sue out writs 
for their wages and expences, but the citizens 
and burgesses were commanded to stay. 
Whereupon, they being again assembled the 
same day betore the prince, prelates, and 
lords, granted for the safe convoying of their 
ships and goods, a custom of 2s. on every tun 
of wine, imported or exported out of ielange 
dom, and 6d. in the pound on all their goods 
of Merchundize for one year. See Rot. Purl. 
46, Ed. II. N. 1. 2.3.9. 

On the 21st of Nov. 1878, another parl. 
met by summons at Westm. In the writs to 
the sheriffs were these unusual clauses, viz. 
© To cause to be chosen two dubbed knights, or 
the most worthy, honest, and discreet esquires 
of that county, the most expert in feats of 
arms, and no others; and of every city two 
cifizens, of every borough two burgesses, dis- 
creet and sufficient, and such who had the 
greatest skill in shipping and merchandizing.” 
—The king, prince, prelates, carls, barons, 
great men and commons, being assembled in 
the Rainted Chamber, sir John Knivet, then 
Id. chune. declared the cause of the suminons, 
telling the lords and commons, “‘ They knew 
very well that after the peace between the king 
and his adversaries of France, had been ap- 
parently broken by them, the king had many 
times sent great armies abroad to recover his 
rights, and to restrain the malice of his ene- 
mies; and, lately, had sent his son, the k. of 
Castile and Leon and d. of Lancaster, with 
many lords aud others, to oppose the attempts 
of the French, who by their good: and noble 
conduct, and feats of arms, had done great 
damages and destruction to his adversaries, as 
they well knew; to the no small honour of the 


hiny, and the peace and tranquillity of the 
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kincdom. That besides the sum granted by 
the last parl. to the king in aid of these wars, 
great and heavy as it was upon the people, he 
had expended a great suin of his own more 
than that subsidy. Further, the lords aud 
others who had ventured their lives and tor- 
tunes to defend them trom their enemies, ought 
to be well retreshed and comtorted with force 
and aid, and that with as inuch specd as pos- 
sible, ‘as was well known to many of this ax 
sembly who had been in the same condition 
themselves: also, that their enemy of France 
made himself as strong as he could, not oply 
by his own peuple and allies, but by strangers 
of different countries, and by all the ways he 
was able, both by land and sea. Wherefore 
the king charged and besuught them, consider- 
ing the dangers that might happen to the king- 
dom for these causes, that they would specdily 
consult upon the matter, and wive the king such 
advice as might be tor the safety of him, the 
nation, and themselves., Lastiy, the king told 
them by him, that this business required a very 
speedy dispatch ; and that he desired that all 
manner of petitions, and other particular al- 
fairs, might be ‘postponed until this had a good | 
issue.” Atter which, he commanded the com- 
mons to consider and give their advice, upon 
the points abovesaid ; telling them, they might 
depart for that day, and come again’ in the 
inorning. ; 
During this consultation a committee of | 
commons was sent to the lords, to de-ire they 
might have some bps. earls and barons, with 
whom they inight confer, for the betier issue 
of the matter enjoined them, They named 
the bps. of London, Winchester, and Bath and 
Wells, the earls of Arundele, March and Sa- 
lisbury, and the lords Guy Brian and H. le 
Scroop ; and it was agreed that they ‘should go 
to the commons, and treat with them in the 
chamberluin’s chamber. This consultation 
lasted till the 29th of Nov.; on which day 
the king, bps. lords and commons being again 
assembled, in the White-Chamber, the com- 
mons delivered to the king a schedule, contain- 
ing an aid granted, which was read, beginning 
thus, “ The lords and commons of Englan 
have granted to the king, in this present purl, 
a 15th &c.” the substance of which grant was 
2 15ths to be levied in2 years; and if the war, 
ended the 1st year, the 2d 15th not to be paid. 
Also, 6d. upon every pound value of merchan- 
dize going out of the kingdom, except upon 
wool, leather, wool-fells, and wine ; of every , 
tun of wine Qs. for 2 years, on the same con- 
dition ; likewise the subsidy 91 wool to be re- 
ceived after Michaelmas, without condition for 
the 1st year, but under the same condition for 
the 2d. These subsidies were granted on pros 
viso, that no other charge or imposition should 
be laid upon the people for those 2 years. 
Lastly, the commons prayed, that what was 
granted might be spent in maintaining the 
wars; and that no ‘knights of shires or esqr~. 
citizens ar burgesses, returned for this par- 
liament, might be collectors for this tax.’—~-Sce 
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Rot. Pai. 47 Edw. OT. No. 4, 5. Cotton’s ! tion without process, contrary to the statute 


Abridg. p. 116. 

This scheduie being delivered to the kine was 
read before him, after which the commons re- 
quested an answer to their Petitions, which was 
promised; the chict whereot were these :-— 
Pp. ‘That the great charter and charters of the 
forest be kept. A. It pleaseth the king.— 
P. That the city of Landon, and all other cities 
and towns may enjoy their liberties, any sta- 
tute notwithstanding. A. Let any shew the 
- breaches in particular, and they shall be au- 
pwered.— P. That the Staple be kept in Ca- 
Jais, and no patent or grant be made to the 
contrary. A. The king will appoint the staple 
as to him and his council shall seem best.— 
Pb. Certain counties there named do pray, that 
for their caster carriage of wools, a Staple may 

be at Lynn. A. The king granteth thereto, so 
that still the Staple at Yarmouth shall conti- 
pue.—P. That as ror the tythe of wood above 
20 years growth, it inay be enacted, that no 
tythe shall be due, and that in all such cases a 
rohibition may be granted. A. Such prohi- 
Rich shall be granted, as hath heretutore been 
used.—P. ‘That remedy may be had against 
the chirugrapher, because he will not engross 
any fine within the term, until the toot of the 
fine be fretted, unless he may have 3s. 4d. or 
4s. more than his due fee of 4s. A. Let the 
aggrieved come to the common-pleas and he 
shall have myght.—P. That the Statute of: La- 
bourers may be executed 4 times in the year, 
and that the justices may be removed for not 
duing their duty. A. The king granteth there- 
to.—P. That villenage ay be only tried where 
it is laid, and no where else. <A. ‘The king 
meaneth not to alter the law as to this point. 
—l. That masters of ships shall be paid their 
wages tor them and their mariners, from the 
day of their being appointed to serve the king. 
A. The taking up of ships shall not be but 
upon necessity, and the payment shall be rea- 
ponable as heretofure.—P, The said masters of 
ships request, that they may have allowance 
for the tacxting of their ships worn out in the 
king’s service. «A. Such allowance hath not 
been made heretotore.—P. The commons re- 
quest remedy against the provisions of the 
pope, whereby he reaps the first fruits of ec- 
clesiastical digmities; the treasure of the realia 
being thereby conveyed away, which they can- 

} ; : 
not bear, A. The king hath already honour- 
nble ambassadors at the court of Rome, touch- 
ing these grievances, before whose return he 
caunot well answer as to that point.—P. The 
burgesses of Bristol in this parl. require, that 
the said town, with the suburbs thereof, may be 
a county of itself; and that the perambulation 
of the sume, with the bounds thereof returned 
jato the chancery, with all the hberties and 
charters thereto granted, may be confirmed by 
act of parl: A. ‘The king is content to grant, 
that the charters, liberties snd poranhulaiign 
aforesaid may bz confirmed under the great. 
seui—-P. That remedy may be had, that men 
be not called IBLO the exchequer UPON sugyes- 

; 
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inade in the 42d of the king. A. Let any 
particular man complain and he shall find 
remedy. 

Atter this, we meet with no parl. for near 

4 years; when a truce, and treaty of peace 
upun it, obliged the king to call one, to have 
their advice on several important affairs. The 
writs of summons were dated Sept. 20th, to 
mect on the 12th Feb, folowmy. But by other 
writs dated Jan. 20th, the king thought fit te 
prorugue this purl, to the latter end of April, 
1376; at which time it met in ,the painted 
chamber, before the king, where sir John 
Knivet lord chanc, opened the sessions ; which 
he deciared was for the causes following; 
“ The first, and principal, was to advise about 
the good government and peace of the realm. 
For the defence and safety of the king as well 
by sea as land, ‘To take order for the main- 
tenance of the war with France, and else- 
‘where; and how and in what manner it might 
be done, for the best profit, quickest dispateh, 
and ereatest honour of the king and kingdom.” 
He then expressly told them, that what the 
king had hitherto done was always with their 
advice and assistance, for which his maj. en= 
tirely thanked them; and desired that they 
would diligently consult about these mat- 
ters, the prelates and lords by themselves, and 
the commons by themselves, and give in the 
answers as soon as they conveniently gould. 

The commons, upon this, went to their 
wonted place, the Chapterbeuse of the abbey 
ot Westm. the prelates and lords went, also, 
hy themselves, and there were assigned a com- 
mittee of lords to go to the commons, to treat 
and confer about the king’s declaration. The 
lords who were of this committee, were the 
bps. of London, Carlisle, and st. David’s; the 
earls of March, Warwich, Stafford, and Suf- 
folk; the lords Peircy, sir Guy de Bnan, sir 
Hy. le Scrope and sir Rd. Stafford; who after 
due consultation with the commons, agreed 
upon a grant for a subsidy, the preamble ta 
which ran as follows ; - 

‘“¢ The lords and commons assembled in path, 
having consideration of the very great changes 
and expences the king hath, and must be at, 
for the maintaining of his wars, and his noble 
estate ; grant him the subsidy of wool, leather 
and wool-felis, as it was granted bim in the 
parl. holden at Westm. m the 47th of hus 
reign, from the feast of st, Michael next 
coming, when the subsidy then granted ended, 
to the end of 3 years: and the commons hum- 
bly pray the king to excuse them, that they 
have givea him no other subsidy or aid for his 
wars, for that they were brought so low, and 
so disabled. by pestilence, the murraa 
among their beasts, and destruction of ‘their 
grain and other fruits by bad weather, that 
they could not do more at present; but pro- 
mised if any extraordinary case should happea, 
they would aid him to the utmost of their 
power, as they had done before, heyond all the, 
commons of the world, to their liege-lord.’ 
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After this, the commons, considering the 
tie injury the nation had sustained by this 
ng and expensive war, represented to the 
king and lords, in this parl. “ That it would 
be tor Ins bonour and profit, as, also, that of 
the whole realm, which was grieved in divers 
wanners by many adversaries, by the wars in 
France, Spain, Ireland, Britainy and else- 
where ; that the kiny’s council may be aug- 
mented with soine lords, prelates, and others, 
to the number of 10 or 12, who should be con- 
tinually near the king; so asno great business 
might pass, without the advice and assent ot 6, 
or 4 of them at least, as the case required.” 
To this request the king provided, ylways, that 
the chan. treasurer, and privy-seal, might exe- 
cute their otiices, without the presence of any 
of the said counsellors ; whom the king was to 
assign, from time to time, of suchas he pleased, 
who were to be sworn to keep this Ondinanee 
to do right to every one according to their 
power, without receiving any reward for so 
doing. ‘The rest of the king’s officers were, 
also, to be sworn to receive no gitts, tees or 
rewards, other than their salaries, liveries, and 
travelling charges. 
The commons then made Protestation, 
“ That they now were and always have been, 
and will be ready to aid the king with their bo- 
dies and goods, tou the utmost of their power ; 
yet if the king had always had about him loyal 
counsellors and good ofiicers, he had been now 
nich in treasure, so that he should not have 
needed so much to have charged his subjects 
with so great subsidies, or tuillages, considering 
the vast sums of gold which were brought into 
the kingdom for the ransom of the kings of 
France and Scotland, and other prisoners.” It 
further seemed to them, “ That tor the par- 
ucular profit and advantage of some private 
persons about the king, and their confederates, 
the realm was much impoverished, and many 
of the merchants undone; whieretore ‘they 
thought it very profitable to the king and his 
whole kingdom, to have all these things duly 
amended, so soon as might be.” And tarther 
the commons promised the king, “ ‘That if he 
would do justice and spcedy execution, upon 
such as should be found culpable, and proceed 
with them as law and reason required, they 
would undertake he should be so rich as to be 
able to maintain his wars, and support his 
other affairs for a long time, without any great 
charge to the commons.” They then pro- 
paunded 3 especial puints to be enquired into 
and amended: 1st. ‘“‘ Whereas the staple of 
wool, and other staple merchundises and bul- 
hon, was lately ordained in parl. to be at Ca- 
lais, and no where else, fur the great profit of 
the king and kingdom, the advantage and 
-aunendment of the town, for the concourse of 
merchants, and their continual residence there ; 
the said staple, bullion and trade was removed 
from thence, and like to be lost by the pro- 
curement and council of the said particular 
persons about the king, and their confederates, 
tur their own profit, ty the great dainnge and 


prejudice of the king and his realm, ‘and the 
destruction of the town of Calais. 2nd, 
Whereas the king had need of divers sums of 
money for his wars and otherwise ; some per- 
sons by consent and contrivance of the said 
particular persons about him, made agrcement 
tur divers sums to the use of the king upon 
usury, taking more from him for interest than 
they bargained for, to the deceit and grievous 
damage of the king. 3rd. Whereas the king 
was debtor to divers people upon record in 
great suins, several had by assent and con- 
trivance of the said persons bargained with 
his creditors for the 10th, 20th, or 100th penny; 
and procured the king to pay the whole debt, 
in deceit of the king and his creditors, for the 
particular profit of themselves and confede- 
rates.” Upon these articles several were im- 
peached by the commons; as Rd. Lyon, mer- 
chant of London and farmer of the kiug’s sub- 
sidy, and the lord Latimer his confederate, 


"who were imprisoned, and distranchised, and 


rendered incapable of bearing any office under 
the king, or to approach his council or court, 
besides their goods and chattels being seized 
into the king’s hands. ‘The commons farther 
petitioned, “ That justices of the peace might 
be named in every county by the lords and 
knights of the said county in parl. and sworn 
beture the king’s council, and not to be re- 
moved without consent of parl. and that they 
might be allowed wages.” The king’s answer 
was, “ They should be named by him and his 
continual council; and as to wages, he would 
consider of it.” 

About this time, Alice Peirce, the king’s mis- 
tress, had such an ascendancy over him, that 
she had the asstirance not only to intermeddle 
with public atiairs; but also to appear and sit 
in the courts of Judicature, both civil and ec- 
clesiastical, and prey defend those causes 
she had undertaken to promote: and there- 
fore tor the great scande! and reproach it cast 
upon the king and his govt. in foreign coun- 
tries, the commons had particularly petitioned 
tor her removal from the king’s person: though 
it scems this petition had no grcat effect, for 
not long after the dissolution of this parl.she was 
again restored to the kinv’s favour, and to that 
degree, as to be revenged ugon her enemies; 
fur she procured sir Peter de la Mare to be 
commnitted close prisoner to Nottingham castle, 
where he lay till the beginning of the next 
reign; and that for no other reason, but be- 
cause he had spoken too freely against this 
Alice Pierce in the late parl. 

The king issued out writs tor a parl. to mect 
the 27th of Jan. 1377, at Westm. But Edw. 
was then so old and infirm, as not to be able 
to appear; and a commission was granted to 
Rd. prince of Wales, who was then about 10 
ycars of age, to hold the parl. in his stead. 
At the day of their meeting, in the painted 
chamber, the young prince sitting in the 
king’s own seat, dr. Houghton, bp. of st. Da- 
vid’s, Id. chanc. made a speech: to the assembly, 
in the nature of a sermon, upon thistext; “Ye 


243] 


suffet fools gladly, seeing that ye yourselves 
are wise.” ‘The application he made of his 
subject was, that, “ They being wise desired 
to hear him who was the contrary.” [le pro- 
ceeded with scripture, and said, “ That as a 
messenger who bringeth joytul tidings is wel- 
come, so ought he to be now, since he brought 
them the joytul news of the king’s happy re- 
covery from a dangerous sickness.” = lroin 
hence he took occusion to argue, That God 
loved the king and tlic realm; the king be- 
cause, guos diligit castigat, whom the Jord 
loveth he chastcncth; and further, from that 
of the psalmist, U.ror tua sicut wifis abundans 
an datertbus, thy wite shall be as the fruitful 
vine, &c. and from thence he shewed that no 
christian prince could be so happy; which 
bappiness he exaggerated trom anotier quota- 
tion, ut videas fiaus filtorum, thou shalt see thy 
children’s children, which the king new had 
the pleasure to see. That God loved the 
realin he proved froin the recovery of so re- 
nowned a prince ; the said recovery happening 
ui the 15th year of his reign; the year of Ju- 
bilee, the year of joy tor his said recovery; of 
joy, because he would thereby impart unto 
his subjects blessings, as well spiritual as tem- 


a all bodily comforts. ‘Then from a simi- ; 
tude, that although the head be sound, if| 


some particular member of the hody he dis- 
exsed, the same infected part can receive no 
virtue, benefit, or remedy from the head; so 
he inferred that the king being now the sound 
head, and walling to shew grace and favour to 
his subjects, they ought to qualify themselves 
a-right by approving their Jovalty sound and 
uncorrupted ; and therctore he persuaded such, 
as would be partakers thereof, to conform 
themselves, by having love and charity, with- 


gut which he proved, by st. Paul, nothing | 


would avail.” After the prelate had tins 
preached up loyalty to the whole audicace, he 
addressed himself, particularly, to the lords, 
and told them, “ what reason they had to 
think the king loved them dearly, since amongst 
other gracious tokens of his goodwill, he had, 
upon their requests, since the last part. ad- 
vanced the lord Richard, there present, to be 
prince of Wales. Then he proceeded to shew 
what cause they had to cherish the said prince, 
by offering unto him, as the wise men did to 
Christ, all honour, by presenting him gold, in 
token of mches and renown, and Myrrh in to- 
ken of his honourable sceptre ; since even the 
Pagans were used to throw abroad money at 
the approach of any of their princes.” He in- 
sisted, “ That the said prince should, withont 
all rancour, be embraced with their hands and 
hearts, even as Simeon embraced Christ, be- 
cause their eyes had now seen that which their 
hearts had much longed for; that they ought 
to obey him as the vicar and legate of God, 
that they might see the true peace of Isracl, 
viz. here ia England, the inheritance of Gad ; 
of which many victuries had assured him there 
was no sinali hope.” Lastly, he dectured the 
cause of suuunening this present parl. to be, 
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“ For that the French king, under colour of 

the truce, granted by the king at the inedia- 

tion of the pope, yet enduring, had allied him- 

self both to the Spaniards and Scots, the king's 

enemies, and had prepared great quantities of 

arms and powerful armies, thereby conspiring 
to blot out the English tongue and name from 
under heaven. In which case the king re- 
quired their faithful council, and he prayed 
them to consult together for that purpose, that 
the king might have their answer a$ soon as 
possible. See Cotton’s Abridgment, 51. Edw. 
If. 144, &e. 

Atter the Id. chance. had endcd huis harangue, 
he was seconded by sir Rob. Ashton, the king’s 
chamberlain, and lord high treasurer of Eng- 
lund, who said, ‘That he had a_ particular 
charge to move to then from the king, for the 
profit of the realm; that because divers usur- 
pations were by the see of Rome made upon 
the king, his crown and realm, as by particular 
bill in this parl. should be declared, he required 
them to seck redress. Yet the king at the 
same time protested, that he was ready to do 

i all that he ought, to satisfy his holiness about 
it.” The commons were then desired to repair 
| to the chapter-house of Westin. abbey, there 
‘to treat and advise how a fitting resistance 
inivht be made against the encmies of the na- 
‘tion, for the safety of the kingdom; and how 
money micht be most speedily raiscd with the 
least grievance of the people. Certain lords, 
as before, were also named, from time to time, 
to confer with the commons, ‘for their better 
direction and information. 
| The result of these consultations was, that 
to maintain the king's wars, and the great 


charge he would be at for them, and the neces- 
surg defence of the kingdom, the lords and 
commons granted him 4d. by way of poll from - 
every person of the kingdom, male and female, 
above 14 years of age, except merc beggars; 
and most Lunbly prayed their liege lord, 
i That he would please to excuse them that 
they could grant him no greater subsidy, be- 
» ing most willing to have done it; bat that they 
) were so inpoverished of late by great losses, 
at sea, and otherwise, that they were not able 

at present to do more.” And the commons 
prayed the king, “ That he would please to 
1 name 2 earls and 2 barons for his treasurers, — 
| aswell of this subsidy, as of that the clergy 
! Was vet to grant; and also of the late subsidy 
| 


of woul, pells, and leather, granted the last 
parl. and that they might be sworn in their 
| presence, that what was received by them, 
should wholly be expended upon the wars, and 
not otherwise : and that the high treasurer of 
England should receive nothing, or any ways 
meddle therein. But afterwards, when they 
| had considered what sum the wages of such 
4 treasurers would amount unto by the year, 
‘the commons departed from this request, and 
prayed, “ That the high treasurer might be 
receiver to the use of the war, in manner ac- 
, cuctomed,” . 
‘The commons in. this parl. farther besought 
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the king, “ That a charter lately granted in the 
great council, to the mayor, aldermen, and 
commons of the city of Luudun, upon the ar- 
ticle, “ That no foreygn merchant ought to sell 
to another strange merchant any guods or 
merchandise, to sell again, im manner as in 
the said patent is mure fully contained,” right 
be renewed and granted, as well to other cities 
and buroughs, as to them, with a charter, or 
clause of confirmation.” The answer to which 
was, that, “ The king will be farther inform- 
ed.” Eo | 
At the same time the commons, with the 
mavor, aldermen and commonalty of the city 
of London, petitioned: the king, “ That where- 
as divers mischiefs often happened in the said 
city, by reason the coronér was not punishable 
by the mayor, aldermen, and other othcers ; 
that they inight chuse a curoner of themselves, 
and remove him when they pleased, as it was 
tactised m divers cities and towns of the 
Ga they answerig to the king in manner as 
appertained to the said office.” The king’s 
answer was, * Tie king will not depart trom 
his ancient rights.” And they farther peti- 
tioned in this case, “ That all provisors of be- 
netices trona Rome, with their othcers or ser- 
vants, inay be put out of the king’s protection, 
if they sue, prosecute, or any witys disturb, or 
cause to be excommunicated the true patrons.” 
The answer was, “he pope had promised 
redress, and if he makes it not, the laws in this 
case shall be in force.” ~ : 
Mr. Prynne, the publisher of sir Rob. Cot- 
ton's “ Abridgment,” has added a remark of 
tis own, with which we shall conclude our ac- 
count of this parl. ‘“ ‘The prelates, dukes, 
enrls, barons, commons, citizens, burgesses, 
—and merchants of England, in this pari. peti- 
tion the king, not only * fur a pardon in gene- 
ral, and of all fines and amerciaments before 
the justices of the peace, not yet levied in spe- 
cial 5” which this “ Abridgment” only touch- 
eth, but they likewise subjoin thereto this ‘me- 
morable request (totally omitted by the abridger) 
which I thought meet here to supply, “ That 
intime to come your said prelates, earls, ba- 
tons, commons, citizens, and burgesses of your 
realm of Fingland, may not be hencetorth 
charged, molested, nor grieved to make any 
common aid, or sustain any charge, unless it 
be by common assent of the prelates, dukes, 
lords and barons, and other people of the com- 
mons of your realin of Envland, and that in 
full parl.: nor no tmposition put upon their 
wools, wool-fells, and leather, or any the an- 
‘cient custom; that is to say, of one sack of 
wool halt a mark, and of 300 wool-tells half a 
mark; and of one last of skins one mark of 
custom only, according to the statute made the 
14th year of your reign; saying to yau the 
bat eranted unto yourthe last purl. fora 
certain time, and not yet levied.” To which 
last clause the king then gave this answer, 
“ As to the clause, that no charye be laid 
upon the people without the commons assent ; 
7 king is pot at ail willing to do it, without 
* Wout. | 


great necessity, and for the defence of the 
realn, and where he may do it with reason. 
And as to the clause, that impositions be not 
laid upon their wools without assent of the 
prelates, dukes, curls, barons, and other people 
of the commons of this realm; there is a sta- 
tute already made, which the king wills that 
it should stand in force.” 


Tures in the Reign of Edward IT. 


In his 6th year he had granted him a 15th 
by the counties, and a 10th by the cities and 
burghs for one year. In his 8th year he had 
the same, and a 10th granted by the clergy. In 
his 10th year he had the same tax from laity and 
clergy. In his 11th year he had a 3-years 10th 
given him by the clergy in convocation, a 3-ycars 
10th given him by the citizens and burgesses 
in parl.; and also a 3S-years 15th to inaitain 
the war then begun with France, and to pay 
the Germans, Brabanters, and other euntede- 
rates on the borders of Germany, against the 
king of France. In his 15th year the Great: 
Men gave him the 10th sheaf of all manner of 
grain of their demesne lands, except of their 
bond tenants, with the 10th fleece and the 
10th lamb. ‘Then a parl. was summoned to 
meet 8 days after st. Hilary, or 20th of Jans 
in which the commons gave the king 30,000 
sacks of wool. In his 14th year, the prelates, 
earls, barons, for themselves and their tenants, 
the knights of counties tor themselves aud the 
commons of the land, granted to the king the 
9th sheat, fleece, and lamb; but the citizens 
and burgesses gave the 9th of all their goods, 
according to the true value, for two vears 
next coming; and those that lived notin ci- 
ties and boroughs, nor lived upon ullage or 
shop-trades, paid the 15th of all their goods, 
according to the true value. Upon the king’s 
writing to the parl. for speedy supply, seeing 
the 9ths could not be levied time cnough for 
his service, the lords and comimons agreed to 
have 20,000 sacks of wool specdily provided. 
In his 15th year the ths were revoked, in re- 
spect of this grant of 20,000 sacks of wool. 
In his 18th year, the clergy of the province of 
Cantcrbury granted a 3-years 10th, aud the 
knights of counties gaye two 15ths and two 
10tiis of cities and boroughs; and atterwards 
the commons granted another 15th. The lords 
promised to go with the king in person, and 
therefore gave nothing. In his 2ist year, the - 
commons granted two 15ths, to be levied in 
two years in cities, boroughs, and ancient de- 
mesnes, as also of the commons of the coun- 
tics. In his 22nd year, the commons granted 
three 15ths, to be Ievied in 3 years; so as one 
15th was to be levied in each year, and no 
more. In his 26th year the Great Men of the 
realm and the comnonalty granted the kim 
three 10ths, to be paid in 3 years. In his 27th 
year the king finde it his request, that the 
prelates, great men, and commons would grant 
him the subsidy of wool-fells and! leather tor 
some time; to which praver they unanunously 
consented, and granted that subsidy in ingumer 
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as it had been received before that time for 3° 
years. Inhis 29th year the commons cine 
into the presence of the king, prelates, and 
great men, assembled in the White-Chamber ; 
und having there a short conference with the 
great men, granted unanimously the subsidy of 
wool, leather, and wool-iclls for 6 years next 
coming; so as during that time no other im- 
positions or charges be put upon the said 
commons. In his 36th year the great men 
und commons granted unto the king, of every 
sack of woul transported 20s. of every 300 
wool-feils 20s. and of every last of leather 40s. 
besides the ancient custom of half a mark a 
suck of all denizens, and 10s. of strangers; and 
one mark for every last of leather of deni- 
zens, and 20s. of strangers, for 3 years. In 
his 42nd year the prelates and great men, 
having had full deliberation with the com- 
mons, granted the subsidy of wool, wool-fells, 
and leather fur 2 years; uf every sack of wool, 
and every twelve score wool-fells, 36s. 8d. of 
every last of leather 4 pounds, besides the an- 
€ient custom as betore. In his 43d year the 
lords aad commons granted to him the subsidy 
as above for 3 years; of every sack of wool 
43s. 4d. which passed beyond sea; of every 
twelvescore wool-fells as much, and of every 
last of leather 4 pounds, besides the ancient 
custom; of strangers, for every sack of wool 4 
marks, of every twelvescore wool-tells + marks, 
and of every last of leather 8 marks, besides 
the ancient custom. In his 45th year the 
great men and commons granted a subsidy of 
50,0001. to be levied of every parish of the 
land 22s, 3d. 30 as the parishes of greater ya- 
Jue should contribute rateably to thuse of less 
value. This 22s. 3d. answered not the sun 
of 50,000]. and thercfore not lung after at 
Winchester, the great men and commons 
granted 11Us. out of every parish, the 22s, dd. 
being comprised in it; so as the parishes of 


oe value should contribute to those of less. ' 


vn. his 46th yeur the lords and commons 
ranted fur 2 years the subsidy on wool, 
leatlien and woul-fells, as it was granted in 
the 48rd year. And tor that this subsidy 
proved not sutlicient fur the king’s expences, 
they granted a 15th for one year, tu be levied 
asthe last was. Besides this, the citizeps and 
burgesses in this parl. for the safe convuying 
of ther ships and goods, granted 2s. upon 
every tun of wine; and dd. in the pound of all 
goods fora year. In bis 47th year the lords 
and commons granted a 15th, as it had been 
in ancient manner levied fur 2 yerrs; they 
also gave tonnage and poundige tor 2% years, 
as it was given the last ycar, of all merchan- 
dises exported and innported, exccpt of wool, 
wool-tells, and leather, and then granted the 
subsidy of them forthe next year coming. In 
his 50th vear the lords and commons granted 
the subsidy of wool, leather, and wool-tells, 
for 3 years, as it had been granted in his 47th 
ven. In his 51st year the lords and com- 
mors granted bim 4d. of every person of the 
kingdom, males and tumales, above the age ot 
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14, except very beggars; and then they de- 
sired to be excused that they could give no 
yreater subsidy, because of their present 
grievous necessities. See Rot. Parl. and T. 
Wykes. 

‘Towards forming some idea of the amount 
of these subsidies, we shall exhibit the follow- 
ing account of the 

Price of provistons in this King’s reign. 

In 1326, at Tunbridge, in Kent, 70 acres 0 
arable land was worth 35s. per an.; 12 hens 
at 1s. 6d.; 1 cock and 13 hens, at 1s. 7d.; 
8 porkers and a halt, at 15s.; 80 acres 
of arable, at 20s. or 3d. per acre; 20 acres 
of pasture, each at 1id.; 14 acres of mea- 
dow, each at 4d.; 18 acres of arable, each at 
3d.; 27 acres of arable, each at 4d.; 2 acres 
of ineudow, each at 10d.; a cock 1d.; 3 hens, 
44d. From hence we may see, that we cap 
make no certain computation trom the rate of 
acres, because of the diflerence of the grounds. 
(See Lambard’s Perambulation of Kent, p. 541. 
In 1336, there was such plenty of corp, an 
eae of money, says Knyghton, that wheat 
was sold at London, by the qr. at 2s.; a fat 
ox, at 6s. 8d.; and Fabian adds, for a tat sheep, 
6d. ; aud at most 8d.; 6 pigeons, 1d.; @ fat 
goose, at 2d.; a pig, 1d.; and all other victuals 
after the same rate; occasioned by the king’s 
gathering ap all the money he could get, to 
carry on his wars in France and Scotland. In 

338, wheat sold per qr. at 33. 4d.; barley, at 
10d.; pease and beans, the qr. at 1s.; oats, the 
qr. at 10d. In 13539, several undertakers pro- 
mised to deliver at the town of Berwick, and 
in Leith Road, 10,0U0 qrs. of wheat and inalt, 
each qr. ut 9s.; oats, beans, and pease, each 
qr. at 5s. This was a high price. (See Col- 
lin’s Avridgement.j—In 14.43, two oxen, price 
of each 8s. In 1344, one cow sold at 5s. (See 
Kennet’s Paruch, Antq.)}—In 1548, mM the 
time orthe pestilence, things were suld almost 
for nothing. A horse worth 40s, was sold for 
Gs. 8d.; a yood fat ox, at 4s5.; a cow, at 1s; 
an heifer, or steer, at'éd. 5 a fatinutton, at 4d; 
an ewe, at 3d.3 a damb, at 2d.; a hog, at 5d.; 
a stone of wool, at Od. The historian says, 
they were not only atraid of the catrle’s dying, 
but of their own, for, otherwise, wool necd not 
have been so cheap. (See Kuyghton, Col. 
2599.)—In 1349, corn was so plentiful,.and 
other provisons, that wheat was sold, by the 
at Ys.; afat ox, at London, for 6s. 8d.— 

Ib 1359, wheat was very dear, a qr. says Fa- 
bian, was sold at 11, 6s. 8d.—In 1361, wheat 
was so cheap, that agqr. was ould at es. ; 2 hens, 


for 1d.—I1n 1363, a widow paid 4 hens, or mm 


money 4d.; 12 hogs, at 18s. cach hog, at Ls. 6d. 
Yet wheat was su dear, says Walsingham, that 
a‘gr: was sold at 15s.--In 1369, Walsingham 


says, there was such a dearth, that wheat was 


suld at 11. 4s.; and, according to Stow, at 1; 
barley, at 10s. 4d.; oats, at 8s. 
Acts passed in the Reign of Edward H1. 


An. 1 Edwardi ITT.—1. An act, that none 
be grieved for the pursuit of Edw. IJ. 2: 
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confirmation of the exile of sir Hugh Spencer | lisle. 7. Executors shall hav@ an action of 
and bis son. 3. An adnullation of tines levied | trespass for a wrong done to the testator, 
tothe Spencers. 4, Trial of an uverinent in | 8. ‘Vouching the passage over the seus at Do- 
writs of fake judgement. 5. Touching aver-‘ ver. 9. Shertifs and bailH¥s shall have sulle 
ment against returns of bailiffs of franchises, ' cient in the county, 10. Sherits and gaolers 
6, Concerning attaint, as well upon principal) shall receive offvuders without taking any 
as upondamages in trespasses. 7. Against | thing, 11. Justices of assize shall inquire of 
gaolers, that compel prisoners to make ap- ) Inauwvenance, conspiracy, and champerty. 
peals, 8. Aguinst offenders in Forests, 12. Forthe sale of wines. 13, Ao conirmu- 
Stututes made at another Parl. in the same! tion of the statute of Northampton, nade 
Year.—1, A confirmation of the Great Char- | 2 Edw. UL. for granting of pardon. 14. For 
ter, and the Charter of the Forest. 2. How | a parl. to be holden onve every year, 15. For 
every person may use his woods within the toe ! wapentakes und hundreds to be letten at the 
rest; seizing of the temporalitics of bishops, | old farm. 
3. A contirmation of k. Edw, LI.’s pardon to An, 5 Edw. IIT,.—A confirmation of the 
the Jews and all others, 4. For ordering the | Great Charter, and the Charter of the Forest. 
king’s debts. 5. Limiting how far the subjects | 2, Against the king’s purveyors, 3. A contr- 
shall be bound to go to the wars. 6. For the | ination of the statute of Carlisle, touching re 
tax of the aid granted to the king. 7. For! ligious houses, 4, That sherifs and other of 
wages to be given to suldiers, 8. That no; ticersshall have sutticient in the connty. 5. The 
money be taken for fair pleading. 9. A con-/ penalty if any du sell ware at a fiir after it is 
tinnation, of liberties of cities and borouchs. | ended. 6. Nisi Prius shall be granted in ate 
10. There shall be no more grants of corodics | taint, but no essoin or protection: days given. 
at the king’s request, by bishops, abbots, &&c, | 7. Attaint shall be yeanted in trespass, a the 
11. That no suits be made against indictors in | damage pass 40s. 8, ‘The pidetails of the 
intual courts, 12. No forfeiture but a fine | king’s bench shall not bail felons, 9. None 
all be made for alicnation of lands holden | be attached or judged, nor outed of his lands . 
of the king, 13. Purchasing of lands holden f or goods, contrary to the Great Charter. 
of the king as of some honour, 14. Against’: 10, For pouishinent of jurors that take money 
maintainers of quarrels. 15. None shall be; to give their verdict. 11. Process against 
bound by writing to come armed to the king, | those that be appealed, indicted, or outlawed 
16, Who shall be justices of the peace. 17. In- | in one county, and remain in another, 12. For 
dictments to be by indenture in sheritls turns, | allowance of charters of pardon in out-lawrics 
An. 2 Edw. Il],—1, A confirmation of the | at the suit of the party. 13. Touching the 
Great Charter, and the Charter of the Forest, | avoiding oudawrics by imprisonment. 14. For 
2. In whut cuses only pardon of felony shall be | arresting af suspected persons and night- 
granted; who shall be justices of assise. 3. No | walkers, 
man shall come betore the justices, or go or| An. 9 Edw. WY.—1. That merchant stran- 
nde armed, 4. A confirmation of the statute | gers may freely sell all unanaer of imecchan- 
of Lincoln for sheritis. 5. For delivery of | dizes to whoin they will without disturbance. 
writs to sheriffs to be executed. 6, A contir- | 2, That no man shall lose his land because of 
mation of the statute of Winchester, and for | Nonplevin. 3. Ljmiting what essoins shall be 
assigning power to justices of the peace. 7. For | allowed to executors being sued for the debt 
punishment of felons and murderers. 8. That | of the testator. 4. For trial of deeds, dated 
right be not delayed to the subjects. 9. That | where the king’s writ runneth not. 5, That 
all staples shall cease. 10. The king’s pardon = of assize, &c. shall send their recurds 


& 


ne a eer nee ee se epee - 


~~ ae 


of tines tarfeted. 11. The common bench | to the exchequer. 
shall not be removed without warning by ad-| Other Svatutes made in Parl. the same ninth 
journment. 12, Hundreds and wapceutakes | Year.—1, An act that no sterling money nog 
shall not be annexed to caunties, and not let | plate be carried out of the realm. 2. That no 
to farm. 13. For process in trespass done in | tulse money be brought into the realm. 3. That 
the ume of k. Edw. Uf. 14, For the measur- | no sterling halfpence nor farthings be mol- 
ing and assize of cloth, 15. For fairs to be | ten by goldsmiths. 4. Whereby black inoaey 
holden in their usue| time. 16. For Nisi Prius | is prohibited to be current. 5. For punish- 
to be granted as well at the tenant's suit, as at | nent of the gtienders ur this staiule. 6. An 
the demadanvs. 17. Tonchii2 writs of de- | oath of merchants and shipmasters, that they 
ceipts given in qg Scire facias iy a plea of | shall not offend this statute. 7. For tables of 
land. exchanye, 8. For passage of pilgrims at Do- 
An, 4 Edw. ITT.—1. A confirmation of the | ver only. 9. For search, that no money or 
Great Charter, the Charter. of the Forest, and ; plute be carried out of the realm, nor fidse 
or all statutes notrepeniled. 2. The authoriry | money brought in. 10. For the wages of 
of justices of assize, guol-delivery and of the | searchers, and their punishment. 11. That 
peace. 9. Touching purveyance of the king | hostlers m every port Le sworn to search their 
and quecn’s houses, 4, Aconfirmation of the | guests. 
statute of 28 Edw. I. stat. 3. c. 2. touching | An. 10 Edw. JIT. Stat. 1:—1. A confirma. 
urveyors. 5, The king’s pardon of certain | tion of the Great Charter, the Charter of the 
3. 6. Aconfirmation gf the statute uf Cur- Yorest, and of all statuies nofrepealed, 2. That 


@ 
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no pardon be granted against the statute made 
at Northampton, an. 2 Edw, Uc. 2. 3. They 
that have charters of pardon, shall find surety 
for their good abearing. 

Statutes of Purveyors made the saine tenth 
Year. Siat. 2. 1. Things purveyed for the king’s 
house shall be praised, and tallies made thereof. 
2. The sheriff shall make purveyance for the 
king’s horses. 3. Certain persons shall be ap- 


pointed to hear the offences of the keepers of 


the king’s horses. Articles sent to the several 
sheriffs tor preserving the peace of the kingdom 
»ull the meeting of the next purl. annexed to 
the preceding statute. 
Stat. 3. Statutum de Cibariis utendis, editum 
apud Notungham. . 

An. 11 Edw. IUL—1. An act against carriage 

of wools out of the realm. 2. Against wearing 


of outlandish cloth. 3. Aguinst bringing of 


forcicn cloths into the realm. 4. Concerning 
the wearing of furs. 5. Licensing clothworkers 
of strange lands to come and dwell in England, 
and other the king’s duminions. 

An, 14 Edw. LL.—1. A confirmation of li- 
berties of the church, and the Great Charter. 
2 and 8. An act of the king’s pardon. 4. 
Whereby presentment of Engleschric is abo- 
lished. 5. For redress of delays in jndgments 
in the king’s courts. 
records. 7. Low long sherifts shall tarry in 
their offices. 8. Concerning escheators and co- 
roners. 9. Concerning bailiffs errant, and a- 
gainst letting to farm of hundreds and wapen- 


takes. 10. Sheriffs shall have the keeping of 


gaols. 11. The clerk of the statutes shall be 
resident upon his otlice. 12. For true weights 
and measures. 13. Touching waste done by 
escheators in wards lands. 


search, 15. Against granting of pardon to 
felons. 16. Touching the granting of Nisz 


Prins betore any justices. 17. ‘Touching a 
Juris Utrum, and other writs maintainable 
for parsons, vicars, provosts, &c. -18. Against 
voiching to warranty a dead person. 19. A- 
guinst purveyors. 20. Of subsidy and fitteen. 
21, Of subsidy of wools, and customs for the 
same. — ° om 

Other Statutes made in the same Fourteenth 
Year. Stat, 2.—1. An act tonching the sub- 
sidvy. 2. That all merchants strangers muy 
have sate conduct. 

Statute concerning the Clergy made in the 
eame Lourteenth Year. Stat. 3.—A statute 
made at Westminster, April 16. An. 14. 
Edw. UT. Stat, 3. reciting soine tormer grants, 
and limiting the custom on wool, plate, &c. 

Stat. 4.—1. An aet that spiritual persons 
goods be not taken by the king’s takers. 2. 
Touching presentinents to churches made by 
the king in another’s richt. 3. Against seiz- 
ing the bishops temporalties into the king’s 
hands. 4 and 4. Avaiust waste done by es- 
cheators in bishops temporalties, and who shall 
have them duting the vacation. 

Stat. S-—An act that the subtects of Tac. 


lant shall be out of subjestwe of the kines of 


Trance. 
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Touching exigents in trespass, 


6. For amendment of 


14. For writs of 
factas for Disimes. 


-extortions by sheritls, Ac. 
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An. 15 Edw. II.—1. Anact for the main- 
tenance of the Great Charter, and of other 


Charters. 2. Concerning trial by peers. 3. The 
chancellor and other great oticers to swear to 
keep-the laws. 
the king’s hands in time of parl. 5. Appoint- 


4. For offices to be seized into 


ing who shall punish usury.” 6. Ministers of 
the church shall not answer before the king’s 


justices for things done touching the jurisdiction 


of the church. 

Another Statute made the same Fifteenth 
Year. Stat. 2.—A revocation of the said tor- 
mer statute, made 15th Edw. U1. 

AnotherStatute made the same Year. Stat. 3. 


—An act for a subsidy of wools, and other 


things concerning wools, containing seven 
chapters. 

An. 17 Edw. Ul.—An act for the searching 
of money. | 

An. 18 Edw. IIT.—A statute for declaration 
of exigents. a 

An. 18 Edw. HI. Stat. 2.—1. An act for 
ceasing of commissions of new inquines. 2. 
‘Touching justices of the peace. 3. For sorting 
and buying of wools. 4. To repeal comms- 
sions for essay of weights and measures. 5. 
‘ 6. For the new 
money and the exchanges. 7. When the king's 
wages to soldiers shall begin and end. 

Other Statures the same 18th Year for the 
Clergy. Stat. 3.—1. A triennial Disme granted 
to the king bv the clergy towards his war in 
France. 2. An act for trial of bigamy. 3. A- 
gainst purchasing lands in Mortmain. 4. Con- 
firmation of the statute of purveyors, 5. Touch- 
ing prohibitions. 6. Temporal justices shall 
not make commissions, to inquire of process 
made by spiritual judges. 7. ‘Touching Sere 


Stat. 4.—The oath of justices. 
Stat. 5.—The oath of the clerks of the chan- 


Edw. II.—1. An act that right be 


2. That right be 
3. For 


An. 20 
done by justices to all men. 
done by the barons of the exchequer. 


the oath of the justices of assizes and gaol- 


delivery. 4. None shall maintain any quar 
rels but their own. 5. Lords and great men 
shall put such out of their service which are 
maintainers of quarrels. 6. Justices of assise 
shall inquire of the demeanour of sheritls, an 

other officers. 

Statutes of Labourers, An. 23. Edw. TIL— 
1. What persons shall be compelled to jabour. 
2. An act that labourers retained depart not 
within their term. 3, 4, and 5, For labourers 
wages. 6. Tor victuallers, 7. For begga” 
8. For artificers. 

The Statute of Labourers, made: An. 2°- 
Edw. T.—1, 2, and 3. What wages labour 
ers and others shall take. 4. For cordwaincry 
and other artifteers. 5. For punishutent of the 
odenders of this statute, 6. An act aainst 
7. For holding of 
sessions, and agaist unlawful departure , 
servants. . 

" Another Statute made the same 25th Yeats 


eee 
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Stat. 9.—-An act touching such as be born be-} ‘The Statute of the Staple, made the sane 
nd the seas o7th Year—}- Where the staple shall be 
Statute for the Clergy, made the same 25th kept. 2. AIL merchants may frecly sell all 

their merchandizes in the staple. 3. Mer- 


Year, Stat. 3.—1. A. confirmation of all li- 
berties granted tO the clergy. 2. An act for 
— gepeal of an act made 14 Edw. Ill. cap. 2. 
touching the King’s presentment to & church 0 
another's right. 3. That the king's title shall 
be cxamincd when he presents to benefice. 
4, For clerks convict uf treasons and felonies. 
5, Clerks shall be arraigned of all their of 
fences. 6. Touching, seizing of temporalties, 
and taking, fines of bishops for contempts. 
7, The incumbent may plead against, the king 
in a Quare Impedit. 8. For cognizance of 
»  matiers pertaining tO the church. 9. Youc 
ing indictments of extortions of ordinaries. 
A Statute for clothes made in the same goth 
Year, Stat. 4.1. An act for measuring of 
clothes. 2. For yictual and other merchan- 
dies to be sold by merchants stranger with- 
oat interruption. 3, Against forestalling, of 


wines. 4. Yor pulling down of new wears. 


chants may 
in England, 80 that they be carned to the 
staple. 4. ‘That none going t0 the staple be 
disturbed by the purveyors. 5, ‘The kings jus- 
tices shall have 1 cownizence of that whic 
yertaineth to the staple. 8. Vhat no marsh 
‘ister ineddle with the staple. 
als, lea- 


or other mim 
7. Touching licence of pa-saze of wo 
ther, fells, or lead. 8. ‘Phe jurisdiction of the 
staple. 9. For recownizance of statutes of the. 
staple. 10. For weights and measures of the 
staple. 11. Against forestalling of merchaa- 
dizes coming to the staple. 42, ‘That no wools, 
fells, leather, nor lead, be carried into Scot- 
land. 143. Touching woods robbed upon the 
coming mto the realm. 44. For brinaing 
| ot bullion mto the king’s exchanges. 19- 
cerning, indentures to be made between car- 
riers of merchandizes £0 the staple by fresh 
rivers, and the bailils of the towns where they 
be shipped. 46, For the rent of places in the 
staple where wools and other merchandizes 
shall be set. 1¢- ‘That no merchant stranger 
be impeached for others edt. 18. Merchants 
of Treland and Wales may bring their mer 
chandizes to the staples in Haugland. 49. That 
none lose bis woods by forfeit of his servants. 
20, Merchant strangers taken into the king’s 
a1, ‘Vhe authority of the major 


rotection. * 
and constables of the staple. a9, For cor- 


rectors of strumecrs and denizens to be in the 
staple. g3, Yora certain munber of porters 
and other otticers; bo in the staple. - a4. F 
association to the major ot the staple, where 
any alicn 1s party: 03, Nats to be done 1 
prejndice of the staple. 96, Credence tO be 
raven to the letters or oaths of the owncrs 0 

merchandizes coming, mto the realm, testifvIRg 
the true value of them. 27. ‘Yhe penalty of 


them that be convict for shipping of wools. 


| 
' 
t 


asth Year. Stat. 5.—1. An act touching pur- 
veyors for the king’s house. Q. Yor declaration 
of treason. 3. NO sndictor shall be put upon 
the inquest of the party ‘ndicted. 4. That no 
man be condemned by suggestion, without law- 
ful presentment. 5, Touching actions brought 
by executors of executors. 6. Against takers 
of wood or timber for the king. 7: For the 
gathering, of the foresters. 8. None shall be 
constrained to Gnd men of arne. g, Auncel 
weight abolished. 10. For true measures. 
11. For reasonable aid to make the king's 508 
knight, or to marry his daughter. 1%. For ex- 
change of gold and silver. 13. Against 1m- 
panng of money. 14, What proces shall be 
awarded against men ‘ndicted of felony. 15. 
Against purveyor taking more sheep than be 
needful. 16. Exception of nontenure of parcel 
shall not abate the whole writ. 47. Youching 
process of outlawry in actions of debt, detinue, 
and replevin. 18. Touching, villenage. 19. ay. Confirmation of privileges an custoins of 
Touching protections grantee bY the king. | the staple. 2°. The fecs of the inayors #2 


20. For plate to be received into the mint by constables of ‘the staple. . 
weight, and yeturned in money by weight. | 42. 28 Edw. {iL-—1. Confirmation of all 
qi, For taking wines by the king’s butler. statutes not repealed. &- The lords yarchers 
22. Against provisors to the court of Rome. “1 Wales shall be attendant to the crown 0 
23. Aguinse Lombards that escape out of the England, and not to the principality oO 

realm being 1n acbt. 3. None to be disseised oF imprisoned, without 


Other Statutes made in the same oth Year. | due process of the law. 4. llow escheators 
Stat. 6.—_ A statute of provisors. and other officers shall answer the king the 


Stat. 7.—/ state of the form of levying profits of lands coming to him by the eath o 
| : his tenants. 9- No ion chall be sent out 0 
An. 27 Edw. TiL.—1. Against provisors to the realm. 6. For the election of coroneré. 
the court of Rome. 2. Touching charters of | 7. How lone sheritls shall abide in their offices. 
pardon fur felonics. 3. For commissions to be | 8. An attaint shall be granted as well upon a 
awarded to redress yictuallers, and dearth of | bill as upon * writ of trespass- 9, No wnt 
victuals. 4- For aulnage and assize of clothes, | shall be directed to a sherilt to charge, 80 ine 

: quest to ‘ndict any. 10. For redress of errors 


and asubsidy granted upon every cloth. 9. Fore- 
elony. 6. For and misprisions im government I the city of 


London. 11. Tresh suit chall be made ater 
robbers from country to country. 12. Withia 
what time purveyances made for tie kings 
house shall be paid tor. 43. The warrant wot 


stalling, of Gascoigne wines, 
merchants of Gascoigne sately to bring their 
wines. T- Vat it shall be felony to sojourn in 
Gascoigne, and buy wines there by English 
gnerchants- 3. For gauging of wings. 


+ 
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packing of wools shall be put out, and inquests 
shall be De medictute lingue, where an alien 
is purty. 14. For shewing of wools every day 
at the staple, except Sunday. 15. An act de- 
claring the bounds of the staple. 

An. 31 Edw. II].—1. Contirmation of the 
Great Charter, and the Charter of the Forest. 
2, Ayainst the abating of the prices of wools. 
3. For dischurge of the estreats in the ex- 
chequer.~ 4. Against extortion in bishops 
oficers for probates of wills. 5. The con- 
tents of # tun of wine, and the true gauging 
of the same. 6. Touching fines and amercia- 
ments of labourers. 7. Justices shall inquire 
of the offenders of the laws of the staple. 
8. What refuse shall be made of wool. All 
wools shall be brought to the staple. 9. The 
chancellor and treasurer upon canse may defer 
the passage of wools, 10. For the rule and 
reformation of the victuallers of London. 
11. To whom the ordinary may commit ad- 
-Ministration, where a man dieth intestate, and 
the administrators to have actions, as executors 
should. 12. The chancellor and treasurer shall 
reform and examine errors in the exchequer. 
13. The king’s pardon. 14. For levying of 
escapes. 15. At what time the sheriff shall 
hold his turn. 

The Statute of Herrings made in the same 
One and Thirtieth Year. Stat. 2.—1. Touch- 
ing herring, and the manner of selling thereof. 
2. Concerning the sule of herrings at Yar- 
month, 3. For stocktish. 

Other Statutes mude the same S1st Year. 
Stat. 3.—1. For fish coming within the haven 
of Blackney. 2. Ordinances for fish. : 

Stat. 4. Ordinutio fucta pro Stutu terra 
Hibernia, containing 19 Chapters. 

An. 34 Edw, IfI1.—1. For justices of peace. 
2and3. Vor purveyors. 4. For making of pa- 
nells, and who shall be impanelled upon juries. 
5. Auncel weight abolished. 6. For weights and 
ineasures. 7. Attaintshall lie as well in plea real 
as personal. 8. Against jurors taking money 
for piving their verdict. 9, 10, 11. For la- 
bourers. 12. There shall be no forfeiture of 
lands for treason of dead persons not attainted. 
13. How escheators shall take their inquests. 
14. For traverse of offices. 15. Confirmation 
of alicnations made by the tenants of king 
Henry the Third, &c. 16. Nonclaim of fines 
shall be no bar. 17. Merchants, aliens, or 
denizens may come into Ireland. 18. For 
them that have possessions in Ircland. 19. No 
custom to be paid for canvasses to pack wools 
in. 20. For passage of corn to Calais. 21. 
For passage of wools. 22. For hawks found. 

An. 35 Edw. [fI.—An ordinance touching 
herrings coming to Yarmouth, and the hustel- 

‘lers there. 

An. 36 Edw. TII.—1. Confirmation of the 
Great Charter, the Charter of the Forest, and 
of all statutes not repealed. 2,3, 4,5, 6. Acts 
against purveyors, 7. Of what things the 
niujor and constables of the staple shall have 
cognizance. 8. For the wazes of parish priests. 
9. For puntliment of the offenders of the suid 


statutes. 10. A parl. shall be holden once 
every year. 11. No subsidy shall be imposed 
upon wouls without assent of parl, 12. For 
the quarter sessions of the peace. 13. Con- 
cerning escheators, 14. Fines and amercia- 
ments of labourers shall be to the use of the 
cominons. 15. Pleadings shall be in the 
Enelish tongue, and entered in Latin, 

36 Edw. LL - Staci, 2.—The king’s genera} 
pardon. : 

An. 37 Edw. TIT.—1. Confirmation of the 
Great Charter, the Charter of the Forest, and 
all statutes before made. 2. For writs of 
Idemptitate, nominis. 3. For the price of 
poultry. 4. For clerks of the exchequer. 
5. Against ingrossing of merchandizes. 6. For 
handicraftsmen to hold them in one occupa- 
tion. 7. How goldsmiths shall make their 
silver vessels. 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15. 
Acts for apparel. 16. An act for wines. 17. 
In what case a writ shall not be abated by ex- 
ception of cognizance of villenage. 18. How* 
suggestions are to be pursued, which are made 
to the king. 19. Concerning hawks found. 

An. 38 Edw. IL-1. Confirmation of. the 
Great Charter, the Charter of the Forest, and 
all statutes not repealed. 2. An act hcensing 
all merchants to buy any merchandizes. 3. 
Fines shall be taken in the presence of the 
pledges. 4. Certain penal bonds ‘in the third 
person shall be void. 5. Touching waging of 
law in London against papers. 6. ‘he penalty 
of death put out for carrying wools over the 
sea. 7. The staple to be in England. 8. Ships 
not to be lost for a little thing therein not cus- 
tomed. 9, For pumshment of thein that make 
complaints to the king, and cannot prove them 
true. 10 and 11. For seeking-wine in Gas 
coigne. 12. Against jurors, and imbracers of 
juries, 

Other Statutes made in the same. 38th Year. 
Stat. 2.—Statutes made against provisors, Cons 
taining 4 Chapters. 

An. 42 Edw. IIf.—1. Confirmation of the 
Great Charter, and the Charter of the Forest. 
2, Confirmation of « pardon. 3. None to be 
put to answer, without presentment or other 
thing of record. .4. ‘Yo whom comunissions of 
inquiry shall be granted. 5. Concerning & 
cheators. 6. Contismation of the statute of 
labourers. 7. That they of London sell vic- 
tual at retail, and none other. 8. That no. 
English merchants ga to seek wines in Ga~ 
coigne. 9. For levying of the green wax an 
estreats. 10. Children born beyond the se# 
within the king’s dominions shall inherit land: 
in England. 11. For arraying of panells o! 
inquests. 

An. 43 Edw. IIT-=1. For the staple to be 
removed into England. 2. An act licensing 
English, Irish, and Welshmen, being not att- 
ticers, to buy wines in Gascoigne, notwith- 
standing the statute of 42 Faw. Il. ¢. 8. 3: 
Against taking of wines by the king’s butler. 
4. The king’s pardon. ; 

An. 45 Edw. Ii1.—1. Confirmation of the 
Great Charter, and the Charter of the Fore 
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2, For pullmg down of wears, mills, and kid- | Lord John de Clinton 
des. 3. A prohibition shall be yranted where ' Lord Gilbert Talbot 
a suit is commenced in the ecclesiastical court ' Ld. Wm.de Bortreaux 
for Syfva cada, 4. No imposition shall be ; Ld. John de la Ware 
Lud upon wools and leather, other than the | Lord Henry Scrope 


custom and subsidy. 


Rotalus Parliamenti, An. 46 Edw. TIT. 


An. 47 Edw. II.—1. Fur tength and breadth , Lord Thomas Roos of 


of cloths. 2. The Scottish groat current for 


three pence. 


An. 50 Edw. III.—1. Confirmation of the 


liberties of holy church. 


the Great Charter, and the Charter of the 


Forest. 3. ‘The king’s pardon in his year of 


jubilee. 4. After consultation, no prohibition 
shall be awarded. 5. That no minister of holy 
church be arrested at divine service. 6. Gifts 
of lands or gow#ds to defraud creditors shall be 
ted. 7 That woollen cloths be not carried 
out of the realm till they be fnlled. 8. That 
no subsily, nor aulnage be levied of Irish 


freeze. 


a 


_  Ricwarp I. 


Richard IT. began his reign on the 2ist of 
June, 1377, he being then 11 years of ave, 
le was solemuly crowned ot Westm. on the 
1th Jnly; and on the 4th of Aug. writs were 
issued out for the calling a purl. to meet 15 
days after Michacluias. The following is a 


currect 


List of Peers summoned to this Purliament. 


Juhn king of Castile 
and Leon, duke of 
Lancaster, d&c. 

Fdin. e. of Cambridge 

Richard e. of Arundel 

Thos. of Woodstock e. 
of Buckingham and 
ronstable of ucland 

Edward Mortimer e. 
of March 

Thos, Beauchamp e. 
of Warwick 

Huch e. of Stafford 

Gilbert Umfrevile e. 
of Angus 

Win. Uftord e. of Suf- 
folk = - 

Wm. Montacute e. of 
Salisbury 

Henry Percy carl of 
Nurthumberiand 

John Mowbray earl of 

oN ottingham. 

Gnischard e. of Hun- 
tingdon 

Lord James Audley of 
Heleith 

Lord Wm. Latimer. 

‘Lord Wm. Bardolfe of 
Wormegah 

Lord Ralph Basset of 
Draiton 

Lord Guy de Brian 

ld. R. de Beauchamp 


Lord Rd. de Stafford 

Jord Johu Grey of 
Codenore. 

I.d.H. Grey of Wilton 

Ld. R. Grey of Ruthin 

Lord Nicholas Burnel 

Lord Wm. le Zouch de 
Harringworth 

Lord Roger Clifford 

Lord Almarie de st. 
Amand 

Lord John Bustort | 

Lord John Lovel _ . 

Lord Roger Scales 


‘Lord Ralph Cornwual. 


Ld. Mich. de la Pole, 
adm. of the northern 
"sea ports 

Lord Peter de Mauley 

Ralph bar. Greystock 


: Ld WalterFitz-Walter 


Lord Walter Ferrars 
of Wemme 
Lord Rob. Harrington 
Tord Wm. Morley 
Ld. Wm. de Furnival 
Ld. Wm. de Aldburgh 
Ld J. Cobham de Kent 
Lord Hugh dé Dacre 
Ld. Rob. Willoughby 
Lord John de Welles 
Lord John de Clifton 
Lord Roger le Strange 
de Knowley 


2. Confirmation of 


Id Maurice deBerkley 
Ld. John de Arundele 
Lord Warrin de Lisle 
Hord Henry Fitzhugh 
Ld. Richard de Scroop 
Lord Philip de Darcy 
Edim. e. of Cuunbridge 
as lord warden of 
Hamlake the cinque ports. 
The cause of the summons was declared by 


Id. In. Nevile of Raby 
Ld. J. Ferrars of Groby 


the abp. of Canterbury, in a speech beginning 
with this text, Rex tuus vent tibt. Which 
subject, he divided into three parts, saying, 
“ hat for three causes every tricnd ought te 
be welcome tu another: 1st. if he came to re- 
Joice or be merry with his friend for any .sin- 
gular benefit or good hap that had betallea 
him; and theretore made use of this odd ex- 
pression, for a male friend, Et ecultavit infurs 
tn utero ejus. ‘The next was, if the said friend 
came to comfort another in adversity, as is 
mentioned in the buvk of Job. And the last, 
for trying his‘triend in the time of adversity, 
xccording to the scripture, In necessitute pro- 
baliter anicus.”—Yo this pretace he applied, 
““ That the king, their undoubted liege lord 
was how come unto them, not for one, but for 
all the three causes. For the ist, ta rejoice 
with them in the great Proyidence and grace 
ot God, by sending his person amongst them ; 
not by any collateral means, or election, but 
by special descent of inheritance; und tor 
their vood wills towards him, he was theretore 
come to give them thanks.” For the 2nd, 
“ To visit and comiurt them in their aecessi- 
ties and adversities, he was also come, not 
only for th death of the noble king Edw. and 
the prince: bis gon, but also for the great losses 
which they had sustained on the sea coasts, 
and elsewhere within the realm by their ene- 
mies, Whereunto, he now was come, not oaly 
to proffer himscif in aid, but to contri: all 
their liberties ; tw maintain the laws and peace 
of the kingdom, and to redress ail that was to 
the contrary.” ‘Thirdly, “ To try or assay 
them, he was also’ come to advise and cuunca 
with thei for suppressing the eneiny; and to 
require an aid of them, without which he could 
not pertorin the same. For all which reasuus 
he desired them to consult toucther.” 
The next day, being again assembled, sir Rd. 
le Scroup, steward of the king's household, by 
the kinw’s command, told the cominons, “ That 
he desited they would advise bin which way 
his aud the kingdom's enemies might be re- 
sisted, and how the expences of such resistance 
swas to be born, with the greatest cuse to the 
people, profit, and honvuur to the kingdoim.”’— 
‘The commons, hereupon, prayed the king, 
‘© That for the great impurtance of the charse 
given them, in these declarations, and-tor the 
weakness of their abililies to advise the best, 
he would be pleased to let certain prelates and 
lords be joined with them in consultation on 
‘such weighty affairs, tor the more speedy and 
happy dispatch of the business, wherewith they 
were charyed.” Aud nazned the duke of Lan- 
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caster, the bps. of London, Fly, Rochester and 
Carlisle; the carls of March, Arundc!, War- 
wick and Angus; the lord Nevile, sw Hy. de 
Scroop, sir Rd. le Scroop, and sir Itd. de Staf- 
ford; which was accordipgly granted by the 
king im parhaiment. 

{ Duke of Lancaster complains of the Commons. | 
Upon this, the duke uf Lancaster unmedi- 
ately arose from his place, and falling upon his 
knees before the king, humbly prayed his maj. 
to hear him a little m a weighty cause which 
greatly concerned hinsclf, and said, “ That 
though the commons had choscn him for one 
ef the lords to commune with them on the mat- 
ters in the charge, yet he desircd his maj. to 
excyse him, for that the commons had spoken 
ul of him; urging, that he had committed ma- 
nifest treason, it their report, which God, for- 
bid, was true. That he had been always care- 
ful to guard hinself against any such unputa- 
tions, as It was notoriously known that none of 
his ancestors, of one side or other, was ever a 
traitor, but alwavs tirm and loyal; and it was a 
marvellous thing he should deviate from the 

ine, since he had morc to lose than Any other 
man in the kingdom. That if any man, of 
what estate and co:dition socver he was, 
should be so bold as to lay treason, or other 
disloyalty to his charge, or any other thing 
done by hin prejudicial to the kingdom, he was 
ready to defeud himself by his body, or other- 
wise, asthe king and lords should award, as if 
he was the poorest knight batchelor of the 


Fealin.”—The duke having ended his a aie 
the bps. and all the lords stood up, and with 


one vuice prayed him, that he would leave off 
such discourses, for they thought no man living 
would say any such things of him. The coim- 
mons also said, in their own detence, That 
It was apparent and notorious they thought 
him free trom all blame and defimation, and 
had given an evident proof of it in chusing 
him tu be their principal aider, comforter, and 
counsellor in this parl. praying with one voice, 
to have themselves cleared trom such reports,” 
—TVhe duke repled again, “ ‘That the words 
had been long, thouch falsely, spread about 
the kingdom; and that he wondered much 
how any man could or would begin, or conti- 
hue such sliders, for the disgrace and danger 
that might from thence ensue. Becanse, the 
first inventor of such speeches, by which de- 
bate might arise between the king and the 
peers of the Jand, was a manifest traitor ; since 
‘such debates might turn to the destruction of 
the whole kingdum. He thereture prayed that 
a good act, or ordinance, might be provided in 
this parl. and a just and speedy punishment 
assizned to all the inventors of such evil re- 
ports, tur the preventing the danger of them 
fur the time to come: aud as to himself, he 
declared that tor what was past all should be 
turgiven.” ' 

[A Speaker chosen.] After these alterca- 
tions were thus ended, the commons pro- 
ceeded to business s and sir Peter de Ja Mare, 
knight of the shire tor Ucreturdshire, beng 
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chosen Speaker of the commons,. and the 
first upon record, (see Cotton’s Abridyment, 
p. 155), nade a protestation and said, “ ‘That 
what he had to declare was from their 
whole body; and therefore required that ifhe 
should happen to speak any thing, without 
their consents, that it ought to be amended 
before his departure frotn_ the said place. . He 
commended the feats of chivalry heretofore 
practised, for which this nation was so renuwn- 
ed; and said, that by the decay of the same, 
the honour of the realm did and would daily 
decrease. ‘That whereas merchants were mas- 
ters of their own ships, and had the tree dis- 
position of them, yet, formerly, one town had 
more good ships than the whole nation at this 
time.”, He therefore prayed that, “ Because 
the king was of tender aye, tor the amendinent 
of several errors in the government, and the 
preservafiun of the realm, which was at that 
time in greater danger than ever, the king and 
lords of parl. would consider, more cspecially, 
of three things :—1st. That they would in that 
parl. name and appoint 9 persons, of the dit 
ferent estates, to be continual counsellors to 
the king for the affairs of the realm, along with 
the king’s other state ofiicers; and that they 
might be such persons as best knew how to 
avert impending dangers, and would diligently 
attend to their charge, tor the good govt. and 
preservation of the realm; and that the com- 
mons micht have the names of those cuun- 
scllors, who also might be the agents and di- 
rectors of what moncy was to be given for the 
wars:—¢@nd, That they would please to name 
and appoint those that were to be about the 
king’s person, who were to be men of virtuous 
and honest conversation, that they might edu- 
eate him accordingly; and that the sane of 
the king’s household mizht be borne by the rc- 
venues of the crown, so that what was granted 
to the wars might be expended that way ouly : 
—$rd. That the common law and other sta- 
tutes and ordinances of the land might be ob- 
served, ratified, and contirmed, and the people 
governed by them ; and that they might not be 
deteated by the smgularity of any about the 
king, saving, however, in all things the regali- 
ties and dignity of the king, to which the com- 
mons would have av prejudice done any way 
by their demands.”—The answer which was 
viven to these petitions was, ‘ That the pre- 
lates and lurds would advise together,” com- 
manding the commons, in the mean while, to 
return tu their place. 

The 1st request of the commons being re- 
cited betore the king and lords, was by them 
eranted ; yet so as the chancellor, treasurer, 
and kecper of the privy seal, justices of one 


bench and the other, and all others otticers of 


the realm, might execute their oflices, without 
the presence of those counsellors, who by ad- 
vice of the lords were then appointed, being 9 
in number, viz. the bps: of London, Carlisle, 
und Salisbury, the earls of March and Steford, 
sir Rd. de Staitord, and sir 1. Le Scroop, bante. 
sir Juho D'Evereux, and sir Hugh Segrave, 


mm, Tr > foeF gst 22 2S OOoaSElTZl 25 


~_ kone Sean 


a 7 


163} 


council for this 


PARL. HISTORY, 1 Rrenarp II. 1878.—A new Parliament called. 
knights bachelors; who being thus chosen in | 
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ransomed at the king’s pleasure.—Another Pe- 


tition was, “ That during the king’s minority, 


king himself, to do what they were chosen for, | the chancellor, high treasurer, chief justices of 
in the presence of divers Jords in parl. As to ; one bench and the other, the chief baron of 
the 2nd request, the lords of parliament an- ; the exchequer, the steward and treasurer of 
swered, “That it seemed to them for many , the household, the chief chamberlain and clerk 


causes too heavy and hard a request to place 
any person about the king, that should not be 
acceptable to him; or to remove any officer, 
or servant, if it were not by his express will, 
and for some notable fault to be proved against 
such officers and servants ; wherefore the lords 
would not willingly meddle with these mat- 
ters.”—To the other part of this request, the 
lords answered, “ That they would take good 
deliberation, and speak with the great officers 
of the king’s household about it, and if by their 
advise it could be done, saving the state and 
honour of the king, what they desired should 
be performed.”—As for the 3rd petition it 
seemed reasonable to all the lords that it 
should be granted. 

[A Subsidy granted.] Then the lords and 
commons granted the king two 15ths without 
cities and boroughs, and two 10ths within cities 
and boroughs for two years; praying the king, 
that as well the moncy of the said 10ths and 
15ths, as the 10ths ted by the clergy, and 
money of the sabsidy of wool, might be in the 
keeping of special treasurers by his own ap- 

intment, which were Win. Walworth and 

ohn Philpot, merchants of London, who were 
to give an account of their. receipts and dis- 
bursements, in manner as the king and council 
should order. 

{ Afice Pierce banished.] In this parl. Alice 
Pierce, the late king’s mistress, was brought 
before the lords, and accused of procuring a 
pag for Rd. Lyon (who, in the 50th year of 

w. IIT. had been convicted of embezzling 
the public money) and other high crimes, of 
which, being found guilty, she was seutenced 
to be banished, and hér estates confiscated. 
But with this proviso, ‘ that this law, particu- 
larly made for the prevention of such odious 
things, should not be made use of, nor drawn 
into example, against any other person, or in 
any other case.” 

| Petitions of the Commons.] The followin 
are the most remarkable petitions present 
to the king.—The commons prayed, “ That 
because the Inte king Edward was guided 
by evil counsellors, as had been authenticly 
proved, that they might be removed from 
all the king’s councils; and that other fit 
persons might be put in their places; and 
farther, that no officers of the king’s court, 
preat or small, do keep up quarrels or suits in 
the country by Maintenance, nor meddle with 
any thing, but what belongs to their oftice.”— 
As to the 1st request, the king granted it; and 
as to the 2nd, touching Maintenance, he further 
inforced it, by strictly forbidding anv counsellor, 
officer, or other servant, or others belonging to 
hiiny in the kingdom, to uphold any quarrel or 
suit by Maintenance, under pain of losing their 
sari and services, and to be imprisoned, and 

OL. 1, ; 


of the privy-seal, the wardens of the forests on 

this side Trent and beyond, might be made by 
parliament ; and if it should happen, that any 

of these ministers or othcers should be laxd 

aside, between one par, and another; that then 

another be put in his place, by the king’s coun- 

cil, uotil the next parl. should meet. ‘This Pe- 

tition was likewise granted im part, that while 

the king was under age, the counscllors, chans 
cellor, steward of the household, and c.amber- 

lain, should be all chosen by the lords in pari. 

saving always the estate aud heritage of the 

earl of Oxford, to the office of chamberlain ; 

and as to the other officers above named, the 

king should make them by the assent of his 

couucil, Then the citizens of London desired, 

“‘ that upon the king’s special grace, and for 
the enlargement of the Franchises of their city, 

if any article in the charter granted by him and 

his progenitors, to the said citizens, should 
prove difficult or doubtful, and might be taker 
in divers senses, that then the sense thoy claimn- | 
ed to have it in, should be allowed.” To thia 
the answer was, “ that the interpretation of 
the king’s charters belonged to hin: and if any 
doubt arose thereupon, the king, by advice of 
his council, would make such interpretation, as 
should be according to reason and good faith.” 
The commons prayed, further, “ That a pari. 
might be holden in a convenient place once a 
year to redress delays in suits, to end such 
causes wherein the judges were of different opi-« 
nions.” Answer, “ The statutes made for that 
purpose shall be observed and kept; and as to 
the ee where the parliament shall be holden 
the king will have the choice.” 

i new Parliament called.| On the 16th of - 
Feb. 1378, writs were issued out to call a new 
parl. to” meet at Westininster on the 25th of 
April. At the day appointed, the duke of Lan- 
caster, with several bps. and lords, came to 
the palace at Westm. and attended the king’s 
coming fora long time; but some sheritfs hav- 
ing not yet made their returns, the pari. was 
adjourned to next day; and for the same rea- 
sun, on that day, it was put off to the follow- 
ing. On which day, being April 27, sir Rd. 
le Scroop, lord chancellor, opened the session 
with a speech to this purport :—‘ ist. That 
the king desired the liberty of the church might — 
be maintained. Next, that at the end of the > 
last parl. his majesty, according to their re- 
quest, had elected several lords and others to 
be of his continual council; but, by reason of 
the sudden breaking up of that parl. he was 
not advised what number they would have 
chosen of the latter. Yet, what were being 
sworn, they, with the lords consulted about the 
affairs of the realm, and the great danger it was 
In; und considering the great charges neces- 
ef to support sts dey would not fully deter 
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mune without the advice of parl. However, 
they agreed to prepare a land army, auda 
navy of ships, and lent the king great sums of 
money to that purpose. Which navy and army 
his maj. had prepared, and by that means was 
become indebted to them, and to several good 
cities and towns for the same loan. Theretore 
he desired the lords and commons, separately, 
ta weigh well the necessities of the natien, and 
to, provide accordingly; and not to wonder at 
the sudden calling of this ade considering that 
it was done tor the king’s honour and the satety 
ot the realm.” The chancellor concluded wit 
saying, “ That for the expences borne and 
to. be borne, the treasurers of the same were 
ready, atel should be ready, to exhibit their 
accounts,” 

A Poll-Tux granted.| The lords and com- 
mons taking into consideration the alarming 
state of the nation, agreed that the mark laid 
upon every sack of wool, and the od. in the 
pound for all merchandize, which was given in 
the last parl. should be remitted ; and in lieu 
thereof they granted the old subsidy on wool, 
as it was betore that parl. for one year frum 
Michachnas next. ‘They hkewise granted a 
certain poll-tax, to be paid by persons of ditfer- 
eut sexes, ranks, estates, ail devrees in the 
kingdom; which being a tax quite new, and 
the act itself expressing, very purticularty, 
what sum each ian or woman should pay, as 
well as the several qualities and condiuions of 
the whele English nation, in those days, we 
shall give, at length, as translated from the 
original French indr. Brady’s Appendix. 

Si The dukes of Lancaster aud Bretaigne, 
each 10 marks. Also, every earl ot England, 
4l. The countesses, who were widows, the 
saine as the earls, 41. Every baron, banneret, 
or knight, who had as good an estate as the 
barons, 40s. Every baroness, who is a widow, 
as a baron; and a banneressas abannerct, 40s. 
Every bachelor and every esq. who by esrate 
ought to be made a knight, 20s. Every widow 
that was the wile of a bachelor, or esq. 20s. 
Fwery esq. of less estate, 4s. 7d. Every wo- 
man, widow of such an esq. or sufhcient mer- 
chant, 6s. 8d. Hvery esq. without possessions, 
lauds, rents or goods, that is in’ service, or 
bears arms, 3s. 3d, The chief prior of the 
hospital of st. John, as a baron, 40s. Every 
cymmander of the same order of England, as 
w batchelor, 20s. Every other brother, knight 
of the saine order, 13s, 4d. All other brothers 
of the same order, as an esq. without posses- 
sions, 3s. 4d. Every justice, as well of the 
one bench, as of the other, and Yheo chief ba- 
ron of the exchequer, each, 100s, Every 
scrjeant und great apprentice of the law, 40s. 
Other apprenuces which follow the law, 20s. 
All other apprentices of less estate, and attor- 
neys, each 6s. 8d. ‘Vhe mayor of London shall 
pay asan earl, 4]. ‘The aldermen of London. 
each ag a baron, 40s. All other mayors of 
yreat towns in England, each as a baron, 40s. 
Other mayors of smaller towns, according to 
the value of their estate, 20s. 10s. or Us. 8d. 
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And all jurats of good towns, and jen mer- 
chants of the realm, shall pay as bachelors, 
each, 20s. Other sufficient merchants, 8s. 4d. 
All lesser merchants, and artificers, husband- 
men, or who live upon tillage according to the 
value of their estate, 4s. 8d. 3s. 4d. 2s. 12d. or 
6d. Every serjennt and freemarfof the coun- 
try, according to their estate, 6s. 8d. or 40d. 
The farmers of manors, parsonages and granges, 
merchants of beasts, and other buyers and 
sellers, according to their estate, 6s. 8d. 40d. 
Qs. or 120. All advocates, notaries, and proc- 
tors, who are marricd, shall pay as serjeants of 
the law, and apprentices of the law, and attor- 
neys, each according to their estate, 40s. 20s. 
or 6s. 8d. Apparitors that are married, ac- 
cording to their estate, 3s. 4d. 2s. or 12d. 
All inn-keepers that have not the estate of a 
merchant, shall pay according to his estate, 
40d. 2s. or 12d. Every married man, for 
himself and his wife, that have not the estates 
abuve-naincd, and above the age of 16, except 
very beguars, 4d. And every ian and woman 
unmarricd, of Such an estate, and above the 
age aforesaid, 4d. Also every strange. mer- 
chant, of what condition svever, shall pay ac- 
cording to his ability, as other denizens.” 
Walsingham and Knyghton also tell us, that 
the clergy were not exeinpt from this tax, but, 
according to their own custoin, taxed them- 
selves very high, viz. every abp. bp. and mitred 
abbot as much as a buron; every abbot was 
to pay 40d. for each monk in his monastery ; 
and the beneticed clergy 4s. 8d. 

[A new Parliament called.) Another pari. 
was summoned to meet on the 20th of Oct. 
1378 at Gloucester; but though this parl. met 
on the day appointed, yet no business was be- 
gun till the day following. 
assembled, the king with his three uncles, of 
Lancaster, Cambridge and Buckingham, the 
two abps. prelates, lurds and commons, in the 
great hall of the abbey of Gloucester; dr. 
Houghton, bp. of st. David’s, then lord chanc. 


declared the cause of the summons to be ;— - 


‘61st, for the liberties of the church, the 
maintenance of the laws and observations of 
the peace; 2nd, because it had been enacted, 
that a parl.-should be holden oncea year ; 
3rd, because that his maj. desired to see and 
consult with so honourable an assembly, as 
was there gathered in God’s name, and he 
commended unity and concord amongst them 
according to the resemblance of the church, 
Another great cause was, that the king, being 
left in the midst of great wars, could neither 
endure nor inuintain the same without their 
aid and assistance. That since the great mis- 
chicf and damage done by the Scots, about 
Roxborough, thongh the truce still subsisted, 
they had allied themselves with France against 
England, in order to annoy. us. All which re- 
quired their utmost consideration to prevent. 
He ‘reminded thein of two evils, 1st, that the 
Jaw ot the land and the law of arms do not 
concur together; and with certain similitudes 
required them, of those two laws, to make a 


When, being all, 


§ 


i65] 


PARL. HISTORY, 1 Ricnarp II. 1378.—A Speaker chosen. 


[166 


relative, so as each may stand with the other. | king, at which time they answered, it was ap- 


The next was to provide a remedy against slan- 
derers, and sowers of discord between nobles, 
asteney and neighbours; which kind of men 
ie resembled to dogs that devour raw flesh, 
since they eat and consume living men. For 
all which enormities he wished them to seek 
redress ; and to be there the next day by eight 
o'clock, to hear further declarations ; and di- 
rected the commons to consult in the chapter- 
house of the abbey aforesaid.” The next day 
sir Rd. le Scroope, then steward of the hous- 
hold, enlarged upon the causes of calling this 
purl. and, excusing his own inability, told the 
prelates, lords and commons, “ ‘That the na- 
fon was encompassed with enemies, which 
daily encreased. That the ports of Cherburgh 
and Brest, which of a long time had been in 
the hands of the English, besides Calais, Bour- 
deaux and Bayonne, with the adjacent territo- 
res, were very chargeable to maintain, since 
Calais, with its marches all limits about it, cust 
the king 24,0001. every year, Brest 12,000 
marks, and the other 3 places according to 
the same rate.” 
[4 Speaker chosen.] We now come to the 
second instance on record, where a Speaker of 
the house of commons is expressly named as 
such, and recognized by the king in somewhat 
the same form as is done at thisday. For im- 
mediately after the lord chanc. and sir Rd. le 
Scroop had ended their harangues, sir Js. Pick- 
ering, having been elected Speaker of the 
ouse of commons, came with the whole body 
of them before the king, prelates and lords, in 
parl. and there made protestation, as well for 
the whole commons of England, as for himself, 
to this effect :-—“ First, if he should utter any 
thing to the prejudice, damage, slander or dis- 
grace of the king or his crown, or in lessening 
the honour or estates of the vreat lurds, it might 
not be taken notice of by the king; and that 
the lords would pass it by, as if nothing had 
been said; for the commons highly desired to 
muntain the honour and cstate of the king, and 
the rights of the crown; as also to preserve 
the reverence due to the lords in all points, 
‘Len, as for his own person, he made protes- 
tation, that if by indiscretion he spoke any 
thing by common assent of his fellow members, 
it might, either then or afterwards, be amended 
by them.” — He then rehearsed, briefly, the ar- 
ticles grven them in charge: “ And hist, as to 
the Eberies and franchises granted to holy 
church, and for the king’s promise of entirely 
preserving the good laws and customs of his 
kingdom, and punishing such as should act 


against them ; the commons humbly thanked. 


him witb their whole hearts, kneeling upon the 
eround, and praying God they might be put in 
due execution. ‘That, as to the aid the king 
demanded of his commons for the defence and 
safety of his kingdom, and for the sateguard of 
his lordships, lands, towns and forts beyond 
sca, and toward his wars, the commons said, 
that in the last parl. in his first year, the same 
things were shewn unto them in behalf of the 


parent the king had not so great need for an 
aid, seeing he had in his hands the priories 
alien, the subsidies of wool, the revenues of the 
crown, thelands of the prince his father, and’ 


|} many other great lordships, by the non-age of 


the heirs of them; and that therefore they still 
conceived there must be great plenty of money 
in the treasury.” ‘To this the king’s council im 
parl. then answered, “ That the late charge of 
the coronation had been very great, an‘ that 
the inuney upon those funds they mentioned 
came in very slowly, nor could they be collect- 
ed soon enough for an expedition that year ; 
and it was then further proposed, that if the 
commons would turnish the king with a great 
sum of money to make such an expedition as_ 
might be for the destruction of his enemies, they 
(the council) hoped he might have money sut- 
ficient hercatter from time to time to maimtain 
the war, and defend the kingdom without them.’” 
To this the commons replied, “ that in hopes 
of that promise to be discharged of all tallages 
fora long time, they had granted a greater 
sum than had ever been given to any king to 
be levied in so short a time; and that all things 
considcred, it seemed to the commons that 
there must needs be a great sum in the trea- 
sury, besides what had been expended im the. 
last vdyage; so that the king had no need to 
charge the commons, who were in a lower 
condition than ever, by reason of that pay- 
ment, and ‘also by the murrain among their 
cattle, and their eneiny’s burnings and depree, 
dations upon’ the sea-coasts; that their corn 
and cattle were at so low a rate, that no mo- 
ney could be raised at present; whereupon 
they prayed the king to excuse them, as not 
being able to bear any further charge of mere 
poverty.” To all whichsir Rd. le Scroop replicd, 
by making protestation, “ that he knew of no 
such promise made by the king in the last 
parl. and, saving the honour and reverence 
due to the king and lords, what the commons 
said was not true; and as to the subsidy last 
vranted, that a great part of it was still in the: 
treasury; to wit, of the two 15ths and tio 
10ths; but as to the wool that had been given 
in that parl. he vouched the testimony of Wm, 
Walworth and John Philpot, who by their 
consent were appointed receivers of the same, 
that every penny thereof was expended upon 
the war, and that none of it came to the hizh 
treasurer of England, or any other, to the use 
ofthe king: that the revenues of the crown, 
considering the annuities. and other charges 
upon them, granted by his father and grand- 
father, were so small, that without the customs 
of wool, and lands of the priors aliens, the ho-~ 
nour and estate of the king could not be main- 
tained; and therefore they were to know, that 
according to reason they ought to relinquish 
their complaint.” Whereupon the commons, af- 
ter a short deliberation, made it their request to 
the king, “ that he would please to shew them 
haw, and in what manner, the great sums given 
for the wax had beea expended 3 and also that 


- 
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he would please to Jet them know the names 
of such as should be the great othcers of the 
kingdom, and who were to be his counsellors 
and governors of his person (being yet of ten- 
der age) tor the next year, as it hed been be- 
fore ordained in parl.” To which it was an- 
swercd on behalf of the king, by the said sir 
Richard, “ that though there siever was any ac- 
count yet given of subsidies, or any other grants 
made in parl. or out of parl, to the commons, 
or any other, but to the king and his otticers; 
yet that the king willed and commanded of his 
own motion, to please the commons, (not that 
it was of risht for him so to do, or that he 
was obliged to it, only by reason of their 
“request now made,) that William Walworth 
then present, with some of his council, as- 
signed thereunto by him, should in writing 
clearly shew them the receipts and expences, 
so as it should not be drawn into an example 
for the future. As to the olhcers, the king 
had caused them to be chosen by the advice 
of the lords; and as to his counsellors, they 
should be such as pleased him, whose names 
he would shortly give them in writing, That 
the king not only com:nanded them, but all 
the lords there present desired, that having due 
consideration of the great and apparent dan- 
gers on all sides, they would provide for the 
detence of the kingdom; which not only cons 
cerned the king, but all and every one of 
them, and thereture to consider how the war 
might be maintained; and that they would 
give as speedy an answer.as they could, that 
the parl, might have an end, and good effect; 
for the case of the king, the lords, and them- 
selves, as also for the profit of the kingdom, 
and discharge of the poor commops, that ever 
day paid their expences during the parl,” This 
was one o; the principal charges given the first 
day: anather was, “ that if any fault was 
found in gny part of the kingdom or go- 
vernment, in the laws or any other manner, 
that they wquld bring in their petitions con- 
cerning if, and they should have due remedy,” 
[Petitions of the Commons.| Then the com- 
mous desired “ to have a time limited to 
bring in their cominon bills or petitions, and 
that it might be prolonged to the feast of 
All-Souls next coming.” Also the com- 
mans prayed the king “ to have a copy of 
the enrolment of the subsidy of 15ths and 
10ths, as they had been entered upon the roll 
af par]. for them to advise upon:” and this 
was granted at the king’s pleasure, and not up- 
on their request. They prayed likewise, “ thut 
5 or 6 prelates and lords might come to the 
cpmmons, to treat with them about their 
charce;” but the lords answered, “ they nel- 
ther ought uor would do it jn that manner, 
which had never been seen but in the threc 
last parhaments; for the custom was for the 
lords tq choose # sinall nuriber of 6 or 10, and 
the commons as many of themselves, to treat 
together without nowe; and then report what 
they had done to their cdmpanions, of one 
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method the lords would act, and no other- 
wise.” To this the commons assented, to pro- 
ceed as had anciently been used. 

After the commons had seen and examined 
the enrolinent, receipts, and expences, they 
were well satisfied with them, as heing ho- 
nourable for the king and kingdom; and only 
suid, “that 46,000/. which was expended in 
keeping several countries, places, and for- 
tresses, as the marshes of Calais, Brest, and 
Cherburgh, Guscoigny, and Ireland, was not 
to be charged upon them; nor, as it seemed 
to them, were they bound to bear any foreign 
charge.” To which it was answered by the 
king’s council, “ that Gascoigny and the forts 
beyond sea were barbicans, and as it were 
out-works and defences to England; and if 
they were well guarded, and the sea well kept, 
the kingdom would be quiet, otherwise it 
could not be so.” The commons then pro- 
posed, “ that this charge be defrayed by the 
goods and estate of Edw. III. which the king 
possessed, and was much enriched by it.” 
Whereto it was answered, “ that those goods 
were justly appraised, and delivered to those 
his grandfather was indebted, except some ne- 
cessaries reserved for his own house, for which 
he had paid in part, and was to pay in whole 
for the satisfaction of his creditors :” and therev 
fore the king commanded, and the prelates 
and lords prayed them, as they had done be- 
fore, “ to advise about their charge, and give 
good and effectual answers thereunto, with as 


much haste as might be, for the common pro- 


fit of the kingdom, and ease of the lords and 
themselves.” . 

[A Subsidy granted,] At length, notwith- 
standing all these excuses, the prelates, lords, 
and commons, perceiving the great perils 
wherewith the land was encompassed, and the 
great and extraordinary expences the king was 
to be at for the safety and defence thereof, 
agreed and granted the king the former subs 
dy of wool, leather, and wool-fells for 3 years, 
viz. of wool 43s. 4d. the sack, and of wool- 
fells as much, that is, for every 240 of each, 
accounting six score to the 100; as also for 
leather, 41. 6s. 8d. on every last which should 
be exported by denizens and strangers, besides 
the ancient custom; and as an additional 
grant, they gave 13s, 4d, more for eve sack 
of wool; as much for every 240 wool-fells; 
and for every last of leather 11. 6s. 8d. Alsa 
they gave 6d. in the lb. for ‘every Ib. value 
of merchandise, as well of denizens as stran- 
gers, both imported and exported for one year. 
And then the parl. was dissolved. 

[4 new Parliment called.] Writs were 
issued for a new parliament to meet at 
Westm, on the 14th of Jan. 1379; but see 
veral sheriffs not having returned their writs, 
an adjournment took place till the next day. 
On which the king, bps. lords, and commons 
being assembled in the Painted Chamber, the 
lord chancellor sir Rd. le Scroop, by the king’s 
command, declared the cause of the susamons 


part, and the other; und according to this | to this cifect:—* 1st. For the libertics of the 
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charch, the maintenance of laws, and preser- 
vation of the peace :—2nd. because the rega- 
lity of the king's crown was much impaired, in 
several instances, as well by the court of Rome 
as otherwise ; and theretore the provisions 
made for supporting it ought to be well ob- 
served, and other remedies provided for that 
purpose :—3rd. to consult how to resist, not 
only the enemies of France, Spain, and Scot- 
‘Jand, who had raised hot wars against us, but 
also to ue the rebels of Ireland and Gas 
coigny, and how to defend the king’s dominions 
beyond sea. Ail which, because they could 
not be accomplished without their aid, he de- 
sired they would consult abont and advise ac- 
cordingly.” He further told them, “ That the 
grant made by them at Gloucester of the new 
mcreuse of wools, and 6d. in the pound on 
merchandize, which had been revoked in the 
next parl. on the grant of the Poll-Tax, and 
which was promiscd to be able to raise 20,000 
armed men, and as many archers had fallen 
short; for the charge of those soldicrs caine to 
50,000]. besides other expences there de- 
clared, for all which the king stood indebted; 
whereof he willed them to have due considera- 
tion.” Lastly, he added, “ That the lords of 
the Great Council were ready to lay before 
them the receipts of the last subsidial grants, 
and the disbursements of the same.” 

[A Speaker chosen.] After appointing re- 
ceivers and tryers of Petitions as usual, the 
commons adjourned to their place; and soon 
after returned into parl. with sir John Gilders- 
burgh, kt. whom they had chosen Speaker, 
who, making the usual protestation first, 
“ prayed that the prelates and other lords of 
the king’s standing council might be discharged, 
and none such for the future be retained; be- 
cause they said, that now the king was of good 
discretion, in respect of liis age, which was the 
same with his grandfather’s, at his coronation; 
who then had no other councellors, byt the five 
principal officers of his realm. Praying, also, 
that fiye officers, viz. the chancellor, the 
treasurer, keeper of the privy-seal, chief chaw- 
berlain, and steward of the household, might 
pot be renewed or changed until the next par. 
They likewise prayed that a commission might 
be issued out to certuin persons to survey and 
examine, in all hjs courts and palaces, the state 
of the king’s household, the expences and re- 
ceipts in all the offices, &c.” This last was 
' granted, and a commission was made out to the 
earls of Arundele, Warwick, and Stafford ; the 
lords Latimer, Brian, and Montacute, with 
John Haistings, John Gildersburgh, and Edw. 
Daly , knights; Win. Walworth and 
John Philpat, citizens of London, and Thomas 

raa, citizen of York, with others, to execute 
and re the same, _ 

[A Supply granted.} The lords and com- 
mons togetber, “ considering that the king 
and kingdom was pinouided with enemies, 
who with great force endeavoured all they 
could, as well by sea as land, to destroy them 
Goth, and even to extinguish the English lan- 
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guage. Therefore, for the defence and safety 
of the kingdom, and for the good sutcess of 
the expedition ordered into Britanny, and the 
destruction of the said enemies, they freely 
granted to the king one 15th and a half, with- 
out the cities and burghs, and one 10th and a 
half within those places. With this prayer, 
that this subsidy, and what was remaining of 
the other, given last parl. might be only ap- 
plied for the expedition intu Britanny, and no 
where else.” —‘* Considering a!so that the sub- 
sidy on wools, leather and wvol-fells, was to 
end at Michaclmas next; and that trom thence 
the king would not be able to support the great 
charge of currying on the war in the marches 
of Calais, Brest, Cherburgh, in Gascoigny, in 
Ireland, and in the marches of Scotland, they. 
granted the same subsidies, from the time they 
were to end at, until the Michaclmas twelve 
mouth, And, withal, praying the king that 
there might not be another parl. called, to 
charce his poor commons till a year atter that 
time.” 

Mr. Tyrrel has observed, in the Records, a 
reinarkable transaction dune in this part. oinit- 
ted by dr. Brady, which was this, “ thut whea 
the king and both houses resolved to enlarge © 
the powers of the justices of peace, the pre- 
lates and clergy, in their convocation, made 
AN express protestation against it, thatit had 
not, or ever should pass, with their consents.” 
The answer the king gave to this, was, ‘ That 
he would not forbear, for their protestations, 
to make his justices as he was wont, and by bis 
coronation oath was obliged to do.’ From 
whence that author observes ‘ that the cle 
assembled in convocation, were not then look- 
ed upon as a distinct cstate of pari. as some 
men, without any just grounds have supposed.” 
(See Tyrrel’s. Hist. of Eng. vol. mi. p. 851.}— 
We shull take our leave of this par]. with ob- 
serving, that now sir Rd. le Scroop, for what 
reason is not mentioned, surrendered his office 
of chancellorship, and Simon Sudbury, abp. of 
Canterbury was putin his place; which was 
then looked upon as a degradation to his ar- 
chiepiscopal dignity. . 

[A newParliument called,| 1n1380,writs were 
issued out to summon a purl. to mect the day 
after the Feast of All-Suints, at Northampton. 
At the time appointed it was, as usual, ad- 
journed for some days, because that again the 
continual rains had made the roads alinost un- 
passable; when, at Jast, being all met that 
could come (for several lords were with the 
duke of Lancaster, on the Scotch borders) ina 
chamber belonging to the priory of st, Andrew, 
in Northampton, the abp. of Canterbury, as 
chanccllor, declared the cause of their ineet- 
ing, and said, “ ‘That they could not be ignoy 
rant that the earl of Buckingham had been 
sent into France, with an anny which had cost 
the king more money than was given him by 
the last parl. Besides, the late expedition into 
Seated. the defence of Guienne, and the 
charges he had been at in Ireland, had put the 
king under such great necessitics, that be had 
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been forced to pawn his jewels; the subsidy | that if the Clergy would support a third part of 
on wools raising very little, because of the pre- | the charge, they woald grant 100,00U1. to be. 
sent disturbance in Flanders. That the soldiers | raised by a certain number of groats, so that 
im the marches of Calais, Brest, and Cher- | the clergy would raise 50,0001. which was but 
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burgh, were in arrear more than 3 months, and | 
it was feared they might desert for want of 
their pay. That they were to consider the 
king was very much in debt, and was bound 
by covenant and indenture to pay the earl of 
Buckingham, with others concerned in that ex- 
pedition, for another half year, now nearly 
ended; and that the king was also at a very 
grent charge in guarding the coasts. Lastly, 

desired them to advise the king how these 
expences were to be born, with the most ease 
to his subjects; and how the kingdom might 
be best defended against all its enemies, both 
by sea and land, in as short a time as possible.” 
_ [Debate upon raising a Supply.| The com- 
thons took only one day to treat about these 
affairs, and then returned to the house of lords, 
where, in the presence of the king, prelates, 
and peers, sir John Gildersburgh, again their 
Speaker, “ demanded a more clear declaration 
of what had been said to them; and, especi- 
ally, what sum was demanded to support the 
charge ; praying, that no more might be re- 
quired than was necessary, because the com- 
mons were poor, and little able to bear so great 
a charge any longer.” Whereupon, a schedule 
was delivered in, by the king’s great otiicers 
amd council, containing the sums necessary, 
which amounted to 160,000. sterling. The 
commons replied, “ That they thought the 
gum was too much, and, reaily, insupportable ; 
and prayed that no more might be demanded 
than what was absolutely necessarv for the 
causes set forth. And, farther, desired the 
prelates and lords would treat by themselves 
about the matter, and propound the ways by 
which any reasonable sum might be levied and 
collected.” The lords took time to consult 
about this affair, and, when tliey were agreed, 
they ordered the commons to come before 
them, and told them what they resolved upon; 
“€ ist, that a certain sum of so many Groats 
might be paid by every person in the kingdom, 
both males and females, the more able to help 
the less. 2ndly, If that was not agreeable ; to 
have an imposition upow all manner of mer- 
chandizes, bought and sold within the realn, 
for a certain tine, every time they should be 
sold, to be paid by the vender. And, Srdly, 
their advice was to raise a ccrtain sum, by 
10ths and 15ths; but because the last method 
was grievous to the poor commons, and that 
they could not knaw what sum it would raise, 
nor in what time the other ways could be ex- 
pedited, therefore the lords thought proper to 
pitch upon the Groats; and proposed 4 or 5 
to be levied upon every person, a3 above, this 
way of tallage seeming to them the best and 
most easy to the subject.” 

The commons, afier debating a lorg time 
about the manner of this levy, camc into full 
par]. and made protestation, “ That they came 
uot to grant any thing that-diuy; but they said, 


| 


reasonable, for that they possessed a third part 

of the kingdom; and prayed the king and 

lords to move it to them speedily, to agree to 

this proposal.” To which the prelates replied, 

“¢ That their grants were never made in pari. 

nor ought to be: that the laymen neither could 

nor should constrain them in that case; and 

claimed the Liberty of the Church, which be- 

fre that time they had ever enjoyed. They 

desired that the Commons might be enjoined 

to do what they ought and were bound to do; 

as for themselves, they would act, under the 

present necessities, as they had done before.” 

[A Capitation Tar zranted.| At last the 

lords and commons agreed upon a Capitation- 
Tax, which was to be three groats of every 
person of the kingdom, male or female, of the 
age of 15, of what state and condition soever, 
except beggars ; the sufficient people in every 
town to contribute to the assistance of the less 
able; so as none paid above 60 groats, inclu- 
ding hinself and his wife. It was further 
enacted, “ That no knicht, citizen, or burgess 
of this parl. should be collector of this money, 
but that the king should appoint such as 
should equally levy it, according to the mean- 
ing of the grant, throughout the kingdom.” 
Our oldest English Chronicles call this tax a 
‘new and a strange subsidy.’ Hollingshead 
writes, that ‘ great grudging, and many a bitter 
curse followed on the levying this moncy, and’ 
much inischiet rose thereof as after did appear.” 
We may reasonably suppose that no common 
reader of English history is unacquainted with 
the history of this rebellion and its tragical: 
consequences; Walsingham and Knyghton, 
both living at that time, arc very particular in‘ 
their relation of it; towhom, or their copiers, 

we must refer. 

A new Parliament called.| The Rebellion: 
being at length suppressed, the king thought 
proper to send out writs, dated July 16, for 
a parl. to meet at Westm. on the 14th of Sep. 
following. It was afterwards prorogued to the’ 
day after All-Souls ; and by reason of a quarrel 
which had happened between the duke of 
Lancaster and the earl of Northumberland, 
who came to parl. with each a great retmue of 
armed followers, it was further adjourned till 
the king could make up the diflerence, which 
was happily ended, a few days after, by causing 
the earl to ask the duke’s pardon. On the 
meeting Wm. Courtney, elect abp. of Canter- 
bury, and now chanc. of England, declared 
the cause of the suminons, and took for his 
theam, “ Rex convenire fecit consilium.” He 
applied his text to the good and virtuous go- 
vernment of the king, during his reign: atfirm- 
ing, * That no reign could long endure, if vice 
reigned in it; to redress which this parl. was 
called, since the laws now in being were not 
able todo it.” And, after the usual form for 
receiving petitions was settled, the chanc. told’ 
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| them that this being Saturday, the cause of 
_— theirmeeting should be more specially declared 
tothem on the Monday next. On which day 
the commons were called over by their names, 
‘a the white-chamber at Westm. when sir 
Hugh Segrave, treasurer of England, by the 
king’s command, reminded them of the abp’s. 
oration, and suid, * That the chief cause of 
their summons Was 5 first, to take care of the 
charch’s liberties and te provide for the main- 
tenance of the peace ; and, especially, to pu- 
nish the authors of the late horrible tumults 
and rebellion made against the king, who had 
been forced to grant to the rebels Charters of 
Liberty and Manumission, who were only 
bonu-tenants and villains of the realm, under 
the great seal of England. Which the king 
knowing to be done against law,. desired them 
to seck remedy and provide for the confirmia- 
tion or Fevucation thereof.” Lastly, he said, 


“ The king was much in debt, and in great 
want of money to mainun his court and the 


wars.” 

A Speaker chosen.| The commons retiring 
totheir accustomed place, the Chapter-House 
of Westan. abbey, chose sir Rd. Walsgrave, ke. 


1381.—Abuses in the Government. , [174 


[The Commons complain of Abuses in the Gos 
vernment.| Atter the commons had conterred 
with the lords, they returned jato the parli- 
ament, ‘ and made great complaint of the gu- 
vernmentof the realm, which, 1f not amended, 
the kingdom would be in a short time ruined ; 
they complained also of the government about 
the king’s person, his court, the excessive DUMls 
ber of his servants; of the abuses in the chan« 
cery, king's bench, common pleas, exchequer 5 
and of grievous 0 pressiuns in the country, by 
the great multitude of maintainers of quarrels, 
who behaved themselves like kings in the coun- 
try, so ag there was Very little law, or mght; 
and of other things, which they said were the 
cause of the late commotions, and mischiefs of 
the land, and requested they might be amend- 
ed? The king, by advice of the lords and his 
council, granted, “ that certain prelates, lords, 
and others, should survey and examine the go- 
vernment of his person and court, aud to think, 
of sufficient remedies.” ‘The persons chosen to 
make this inquiry were, the duke of Lancaster, 
the abp. elect of Canterbury, the abp. of Yorky. 
the bps. of Winchester, Ely, Exeter, and Ro- 
chester; the earls of Arundele, Warwick, Sta ° 
d, Suffolk, and Salisbury ; the lords Zouch, 


their Speaker ; and retusing with him into | for 
Nevil, Grey of Ruthin, and Fitz-Walter ; si 


" the said sir Rd. desired to be excused and 


discharged trom the office ; but the king insist- 
that be should stand | The king’s confessor was charged to abstain 


ing, upon his allegiance, 


«as being chosen by his companions,” he 
otestation. ‘This 1s the first-| request of the commons, 


instance of a Speaker pleading to be excused. 


came, unanimously, to this resolution, “ ‘That 


all grants of liberties and manumission to the | certain Pe 


said villains and bond-tenants, obtained by 
‘1 disherison of them, the lords 


force, were im 
. and commons, and destruction 0 


and therefore null and void.” The commons, 
also petitioned the king, “ That since the rest 
of the charge was for matters which highly chancell 
concerned the state of the realm, they might | quer, judg 
have certain bps. and lords to consult with | they mig 
chem, since they thought their advice would 
be very much to the urpose.” The answer 
eras, “ That they should give in the names to | We 
rie king in writing, of such as they desired, 


that he might advise about it;” Ww ich was | 
And | enemies of the nation took, by sea and land, 


“ That | from the English, to the great dishonour of the. 


cione, und the king granted their desire. 
zhie commons further prayed the king, 


ahe prelates by themselves, the lords temporal 
thy themselves, the knights by themselves, th 
gz cadges by themsclves, and all other estates certain 0 
“= iE ngly, might be ordered to treat about their 
d that their advice might be report- 


a kaarge; av 


ei to the commons.” To which it was an- | anccs above; andt 
, “That the king had charged the declare the causcs of the low 
igently | commodities, the carrying over our money, 


bords, and other sages, to commune diligen 


xx. lords of parl. and not on the contrary ; 
« z2<i therefore the king would, that the ancient | tlemen, 


- el 


ce 53. Cl yood customs and foym of pari. should 
be pt aud ubserved.” 


n the said matters ; but the ancient custom | W 
asd form of parl. had always been, that the | ‘Then the Commons brought into parl. a. 
on | draught, containing 3 articles, for as many: 


R. le Scroop, sir Guy de Brian and others. 


from coming to, or remaining at court, at the- 
and assent of the. 


lords, being one, as was then supposed, that 


[ Petitions of the Commons.| Then foliow 
titions of the Commons, though their 
, they peti- 


were to do, and the method they were to take 
in the regulation of the realm, atter these things 
e done.”—They also petition, “ That an 
end might be made of the war, which was in 
great part maintained by the goods that the 


government, and nation, and destruction of the 
e | whole realm.”—Lhey likewise petition, “ That 
the chief clerks in chancery, certam 
justices, barons of the exchequer, and others 
learned in the law, might consult of the griev- 
hat certain merchants might 
prices of our 


ashing and clipping thereof.” 


ts of pardons, if the king would please to 
grant them. The ist wag, for the lords, gen- 
&c. that in resistance of the rioters 


be | and traitors caused some of thei to be slain, 
without due process of law. ‘Yhe 2nd, tu ap- 


-_seot 
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pease and quiet the minds of the common peo- 
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The parl. was then adjourned to the latter end 


ple, concerning all treasons and felonies com- | of Jan. 1382, on account of Christmas being 
mitted in the late riots and tumults. This was ' near, and the young king’s going to-be married to 


granted, with some exceptions, provided that | 


such as received damuges and losses by these 
insurrections, should not by this pardon be 
fore-closed from recovermg any recoinpence 
by due course of law. ‘The 3d was, for the 
good people that kept themselves in peace, 
and were no ways consenting to the said tu- 
toults and insurrections, yet were some ways 
concerned by favouring or receiving the re- 
bels.—This business of the pardons being over, 
the Coinmons made a rchearsal of their re- 
quests and grievances, which they would have 
ainended: and desired to have a view of 
what was done in that matter, which the 
king then did not immediately answer, but 
told them, “ He had heen at greut expence in 
quieting the nation of the late tumults, and 
otherwise, as was declared to them before by his 
otticers ; and that he was to be at further great 
expences, by reason of the queen’s coming 
ever, her marriage, aud coronation, which 
were suddenly to be celebrated; also in 
guarding the seas, and keeping his fortresses 
abroad, and for detence of the realm at home ; 
for the discharge of which debts, and the sup- 
ply of his expences, he had nothing in his trea- 
sury.” To which the Commons answered, 
“ ‘hat considering the evil hearts and ran- 
cour of the pcople through the whole realm, 
they neither durst nor would grant any man- 
ner of tallaye.” They also desiréd the pari. 
might be adjourned till after Christmas, which 
was granted ; and then they also desired again, 
to know the extent of his grace and favour in 
pardoning. ‘To which the king replied, “ That 
it was not the custom of parl. to have a gene- 
-ral pardon, and such favour from the king, 
when the Commons would not grant him any 
thing ;” and told them, “ he would advise fur- 
ther of his grace and pardon, until they should 
do what belonged to them:” and said more- 
over, “ it was customary to grant pardons the 
last day of the parl. when he answercd their 
supplications and petitions in writing.” Here- 
upon the coinmons came into full perl. before 
the lords, saying, ‘‘ They had advised and con- 
sidered the great charge of the king, as well 
here as beyond sea ;” and then the prelates, 
lords and commons, continued the subsidy of 
wool, leather, and wool-tells, until Candlemas 
next ensuing, as it was Inst granted. Where- 
upon the king ordered a declaration to be made 
of his grace and pardon. | 
In this parl. great complaints were made 
acaint the mayor, bailiffs, and people of the 
town of Cambridge, for their actions against 
the university in the late tumults; and the 
said ofticers being summoned to appear before 
the king and his council in pari. they appear- 
ed and dened the matters of fact: which 
being proved, thev subsnitted themselves to the 
king’s mercy. Whereupon, their tranchises be- 
- Ing given up, sone of them were granted to 
the universitv: afd the residue the king grant- 
ed avain to the tuwn. 


Ann, sister to the emperor of Germany and 
king of Bohemia: and it was ordered, that all 
pleas, causes, and other matters moved in this 
pari. with all other things, should remain unde- 
termined to that time. Being met, the first 
thing the parl. went upon was, to take into 
consideration a proposal made by the duke of 
Lancaster, to make another expedition into 
Portugal, if the parl. would allow him 60,0001. 
to pay the wages of 2000 men at arms, and 
2000 archers, tor half a year. The duke’s 
reasons for this 2d expedition into Portugal, 
were, “ For the saving such English soldiers 
as were still there; for the recovery of his own 
right in Spain; and, also, for the sateguard of 
the sea, preservation of the realm of England, 
and the destruction of her enemies. Oilermg 
to repay the sum stipulated in 3 years, either 
in money, or by some acceptable service.” 
This demand occasioned a long debate amongst. 
the lords, some approving of the reasons, and 
others not; but the latter were the majority at, 


this time. ; 
[A Subsidy granted for the Assistance of the 
Portuguese.) On the 25th of Feb. the lords 


and commons resolved, “That, considering the 
king’s great necessities, and the number and 
ene of his enemies, both at sea and land, 
with the great expences he must be at for the 
defence of the kingdom, against such force, 
they would of their own free-will grant to the 


king the subsidy on wool, wool-fells, and lea- 


ther, as it was in the last grant, from that very 
day to the feast of st. John Baptist next com- 
ing; and from thence for 4 years more. Whe- 
ther such armaments should be made use of in 
the voyage of the iord of Lancaster into Spain, 
or in any other manner. But with this express 
protestation of the commons, that it was not 
their intention to be obliged by any words 10 
this grant to quarrel or have a war with Spain, 
but they only gnve it for the defence of the 
kingdom, afd. resistance of its enemies; as it 
should seem best to the whole house of lords 
to advise and ordain about it.” 

In this parl. sir Rd. le Scroop, 3 man of 
known judgment, learning and integrity, was 
again appointed lord chanc. But very soon 
after its dissolution, by the instigation of some 
courtiers, who were but inferior officers to the 
king, because sir Rd. would not pass some large 
grants of estates to them, which had escheated 
to the crown, the seals were taken from him, 
and given to Rob. Braybroke, bp. of London. 
At this time, also, were made several Statutes 
concerning Strangers being admitted to buy and 
sell commodities in their own names, without 
any hindrance of the English merchants; like 
wise, for the forbidding of furs, and regulaung 
the excess of apparcl in inferior people; t0 
settle the price of wines, and many other 
matters. 

[4 new Parl. called.] In the same yeah 
1382, another parl. was surnmoned to mect at 
Wesun. about Michaelmas; whicn the king #2 
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lords being met in the Painted Chamber, the 
names of the kmights, citizens and burgesses 
were called over before them. After which, 
the bp. of London, as chanc. opened the cause 
of their meeting to be, “ For the better detence 
of the nation against its enemies, and to pro- 
vide means for that purpose.” Dr. John Gil- 
bert, bp. of Hereford, by the kiny’s command, 
further explained the cause of summons; and 
proposed two ways to deal with the enemies of 
the ae ape one by making use of the Flem- 
ings, who offered their service, against them; 
and the other to close with the offer of the duke 
of Lancaster, made in the last parl. who now 
had reduced his demand, for the support of his 
amy from 60 to 43,0001. These matters being 
of so high a nature the commons, as usual, 
made their request to the lords to have such as 
they named to consult with then about the 
charge, which was granted, and the names of 
the lords entered upon the roll. After a con- 
ference between Am lords and commons they 
granted the king a 10th and a 15th, “ by rea- 
son,” as they said, ‘ of the great danger the 
nation was in from the mighty preparations of 
the French king against them; to be employed 
as the king, by the advice of his council, and 
the lords of the realm, should think fit. Then 
the duke of Lancaster’s proposal came again 
mto consideration, and the question was put 
to every particular prelate, earl, baron, and 
baneret, “¢ Whether they thought his voyage 
into Spain, with the number of forces pro- 
posed, would be for the service of the king 
and realm, or not?” It was agreed, “ That it 
might be so, only they believed the force too 
ae be employed against so great a king- 
m 


[Statute of Heresy.) A religious affair of 
some conseqnence to the church of Enyland, 
as then established, came before this parl. In 
the last session there was an act passed, which 
is Now in our statute books, entitled, ‘ An act 
to commission sheriffs to apprehend preachers 
of heresy, and their abettors, reciting the enor- 
mities ensuing the preaching of heresies.’ This 
statute had 
the clergy, and had the formality of an in- 
rolment without the consent of the commons, 
In this parl. therefore, that body justly com- 
plained, and humbly petitioned the king, that 
“ Forasmuch as that statute was made without 
their consents, and never authorized by them; 
and as it never was their meaning to bind 
themselves, or their successors, to thé prelates, 
no more than their ancestors had done before 
them, they prayed the aforesaid statute might 
be repealed, and it was done accordingly.” 
Bat, by the artifice of the bps. eren this act of 
repeal was suppressed; and prosecutions car- 
red on, by virtue of the former, which is the 
reason that the other is not to be found in the 
gatute books. 

[A Parlioment called.| About this time a 
rebellion broke out in Flanders. The Flemings 
kad driven their earl out of his country; he 
oC to the king of France, as his 

OL. 1. 
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en surreptitiously obtained by’ 


[178 
sovereign lord, and they crave the like assist- 
ance from the king of England. The Trench 
king marched an army into Flanders, and sub- 
dued a great part of that country, and the 
earl laid siege to Ghent, which was the head 
of the rebellion, and in great danger of being 
tuken. ‘To prevent this, and to stop the pro- 


gress of the French king’s arms in Flanders, . 


his preparations to besiege Calais, and his 
further designs against England itself, another 
parl. was called to meet at Westm. about the 
middle of Lent, 1883. The above causes were 
expressed in the summons; and when met, the 
bp. of Londen declared further, “ That the 
king had offered to go over in person with a 
royal army ; but having since received the news, 
that the French king had over-run all Flanders,. 
except Ghent, therefore this parl. was called 
for their advice, whether the king should go, 
in person, to the relief of that town; and, if 
so, how to provide for such an undertaking.” 
The commons consulted together, 2 or 3 da 

on the business of their charge; but finding it, 
as they said, so great and so highly attecung 
the king’s person, they prayed his majesty. to 
erant them certain lords, all named by them- 
selves, to treat with them about it. The pre- 
lates and pecrs desired, were, the abp. of Can- 
terbury, the bps. of Ely and Hereford, the 
earls of Cambridge, Stafford, and Northum- 
berland, the lords Nevile, Fitz-Walter and 
Cobham, which was granted by the king, 
“‘ although,” as the record mentions, “ it was, 
is, and, ought to be, in the election of the 
king to assign such bps. and lords, as he should 
think fit, or others of his owm proper nomi- 


-Dation.” 


[A Speaker chosen.} When this committee 
of lords had consulted with the commons for 
some time, the latter appeared before the king 
and the whole house of peers, and, by sir 
J. Pickering their Speaker, declared that, ‘ the 
king’s passage and the ordering of his voyage, 
or any other great voyage belonged not to 
them, but to the king himself and lords of his 
council; 
what troubles were in the land; that the truce 
with the Scots was near expiring, and they 


were raising great forces near the borders ; and | 


it being doubttul whether they would now com- 
ply with any proposals of peace or truce, unless 
driven to it; therefore they thought that nei- 
ther the king, nor any of his 3 uncles of Lan- 
caster, Cambridge or Buckingham, could be 
spared out of the kingdom, until that and the 
borders aforesaid was well quieted and settled. 
They rather advised him to accept of a pro 
sal made by the bp. of Norwich of raisin 
$000 men at arms and 3000 archers well 
mounted, with whom he purposed to relieve 
Ghent, reduce Flanders, ana afterwards to 
carry the war into France; provided he was 
allowed the 15th, granted by the laity and 
clergy, with the 2s. a tun upon wine, and 6d. 
in the pound upon merchandize for the guard 
of the sea.” 

it Commons petition the King to regulate 


~~ 


ct, by way of advice, considering — 
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his Household, &c.| The commons, also, praved 
the king, “ What tor ius honour and protit, with 
the quict and comfort of themselves, of his 
great grace he would please to command, that 
certain lords might be assigned to be about his 
person, out of the most wise, honest und di-- 
creet pcrsons in the kingdom, to advise and 
counsel hun; and further, that he would please, 
by the advice of the lords, so to cette his 
hou:ehold, that he might live on the revenues 
of the crown; and that the subsidy on wool, 
with the money arising from marnages and 
escheats, might be wholly employed to support 
the war.” The king answered, “ That he 
would take such sufficient persons, lords and 
others, about his own person as appeared to 
him most for his honour and profit; and as to 
“the government of his house it should be done 
hy the advice of the lords and others of his 
council, as, saving his honour, should scem 
best to them.” 

[Lhe Panal Chair in contest.) The propo- 
sal of the bp. of Norwich, ientioned above, 
was on an extraordinary occasion, and deserves 
our notice. At that tune there was a great 
schism in holy church, two popes having been 
elected, and each supported by different na- 
tions and factions. One of them, who called 
himself Urban VI. bad sent bulls into England 
for a crusade, to sign all with the cross that 
would go with hin into France, for the de- 
struction of the Antipope, who, also, stiled 
himself Clement XI. By virtue of these bulls, 
sent to the bp. of Norwich, and by him pub- 
lished all over England, that prelate collected 
ayvreat sun of mmoncy; besides jewels, neck- 
laces, bracelets, rings, dishes, spoons, and other 
silver implements, which the ladics and other 
devotees gave to purchase heaven, and to ob- 
tain the benefit of absolution and pardon for 
al] transgressions. Nor were the men unmind- 
ful of their own salvation in this way, for many 
of them, as was belicved, gave beyond their 
abilities, in order to make their absolution 
more valid; some found men at arms, others 
archers, and many were so zcalous us to serve 
in their own persons, 

But, to give the greater credit to this sanc- 
tificd cause. the consent and aid of parl. was 
thoucht absolately necessary ; and the bp. on 
further consideration, inade a second proposal, 
which was, “ To serve the hig, one whole 
veor, with 2000 men oat arms, and un equal 
mamber abtarchers, well arrayed and mounted, 
for the whole 14th eranted by the Tuy. Ot 
Which number, 1000 men at arins and as many 
archers should be ready to pass the sea for the 
refiefof Ghent, and the country of Vianders, 
within 20 davs atter the direst: pasinent > and 
that he would take upon Jinn to pay the charge 
of slipping, and all other incident expences.” 
‘This last proposal was agrecable to the hing, 
his counci, and both honsesof park 5 and since 
France, with the earl ot Vlanders, were intirely 
in the interest of the unti-pupe, they were in 
hopes that some e@rear advantage aight be 
made of this expedition, in ihe French war, 
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which still continned. But though the bp. 
passed over with his army, and had some con- 
siderable success at first, yet, in the end, this 
pontifical war concluded with no great honour, 
either to the prelatical leader of it, or to the 
nuvon. 

[.d new Parliament called.] Before the bi- 
shop’s return from this extraordinary crusade, 
writs had been sent out to call a new part. to 
meet on the 1st of Nov. 1383. The cause of 
summons was in some measure expressed 10 
the writs, “ [hat by advice and assent of the 
council a parl. was called for their mediation 
and assistance, in a treaty of peace, then in 
agitation between the king, his kingdom, and 
subjects, on the one part; and Robert king of 
Scotland on the other. And for other dificult 
and urgent business, which concerned the king, 
the state and defence of the realm, and the 
English church.” At the mecting, sir Michael 
de la Pole, then lord chance. of England, open- 
ed the session by a specch, excusing first his 
own unworthine:s to the place he possessed, 
and declaring that he was forced to accept ot 
it; atter which he acquainted the houses, 
‘That the truce which had been concluded 
with the Scots was to end at Candlemas next; 
that the duke of Lancaster, who had been sent 
to renew it, was returned, and had brought 
back word that the Scots would send commus- 
sioncrs to London to manage the treaty. A 
second cuuse was to provide as well as they 
could against three powerful eaemies, Spain, 
France and Flanders. And here he offered 
several reasons to prove that it was better for 
us to begin and make war upon them, than 
they upon us, or suffer them to invade us.” 
And further observed, “ That these wars were 
not to be imputed to the king, for they had 
descended to him with the crown. He desired 
that care might be taken for the maintenance 
of good laws, and security of the peace. And 
lastly put them im mind of an aid to support 
these great charges.” The chanc. then ad- 
dressed himself particularly to the lords, and 
told them, “ ‘That the king commanded them 
to have a due consideration of the necessary 
matters that bad been declared to them; the 
apparent und imsupportable mischiefs that 
threatened all, and the great necessity the king 
hud for money to prevent them. ‘That they 

j should treat diligently of these things, by them- 
selves, with as anueh speed as might be; and 
‘laying aside all animosities, they were to re- 
port their advice, from time to time, to the 

hing.” And added, “ That his’ majesty com- 

ue thei to sit. trom day to day, to dis- 
patch what they came for, and not to depart 
from park without his special licence, under 
the pensity that might ensue.” Hereupon the 
iords aud cominons took into consideration 
the extraordinary charge the king was to be at, 
DY reason of the war then open on every side, 
and granted two half J5ths, upon condi! 
that the clergy would contribute and grant 
ie became thei, which they did aceord- 
j Ingly, 


ry 
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The Biskop of Norwich fined, &c.] un this 
. the bp. oF Norwich a: nen by the 
chanc. and several articles were exhibited 
aguinst hin for his miscarriages in the Inte ex- 

edition. The greatest of which was, that he 

ad promised to serve the king with a certain 
nunber of men for a whole year, and had 
served but half'a year, and then returned with 
his army quite broken. This article he could 
not clear himself of, and therefore was ad- 
Judged to make fine and ransom at the king’s 
pleasure, and the temporalities of his bishopric 
to be seized for that purpose ; and thus ended 


this prece of Ecclesiastical Knight-Errantry. | 


The name of this warlike bp. of Norwich was 
Henry le Spenser. For the bishop’s uccusa- 
tion, by the chanc. and his answers to them, 
see Cotton’s Abridgment, p. 192. 

[A Parliament calied.] The war with Scot- 

lend being renewed, a parl. was appointed to 
meet at Salisbury, April the 25th, 1384. Being 
assembled, sir ‘Mick. de la Pole, lord chance. 
by the king’s command, declured the cause of 
the summons to be ;—ist, “ For the mainte- 
nance of the church’s liberties, the preservation 
of the laws and the peace.” Next, he told 
them, “ That there had been a treaty of peace 
transacted between England and France, of 
which, at a proper opportunity, he should shew 
them the articles. Which, ulthough the king 
might have concluded without acquainting 
them, yet, he rather chose to do it with their 
knowledge and consent.” He added, “ That 
the peace was to take effect, yet, it could 
not well be ratified without a mecting of both 
the princes; which, for their own sovcreiyn’s 
onour, required no small charze. Besides, 
the king had been at great expence in detend- 
ing the nation against the Scots; in securing 
the sea-ports beyond sea; and the safety of 
Guienne and Ireland; and how all this was to 
be born, he charged them, on thcir allegiance, 
to consult and give their answer.” The triers 
of petitions being settled, as usual, the com- 
mons came betore the king, in pari. and rc- 
quested that certain lords, there named, might 
be granted to them fot conference ; hereupon 
the duke of Lancaster, with other peers just 
then coming into parl. they besought the king, 
that the said duke and his brothers of Cam- 
bndge and Buckingham might be of the num- 
ber; which was granted. After which, the 
lords and commons gave the king a moicty of 
a 10th and of a 15tb, providing further, that if 
the wars with Scotland and France did con- 
nue, then the king should ‘have the other 
moiety of a 15th; so that the clergy should 
tax themselves accordingly; and it a peace 
was made then the last moiety to cease. 

[4 Parliament called.} ‘The same year a 
ae was assembled at Westm. on the 12th of 
oy. when, in the presence of the king, the 
lords sitting, and the knights and burgesses 
standing, the lord chanc. as before, put them 
in mains “of the king’s great care of the 
church, commons, and laws of fneland ;” and 


further told them, “ That the natiun was en- 
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tironed with encinies, ‘the French, Spartiards, 
Scots and Vleruings; and that the ciuect cause 
for calling tlns parl. was to provide fur the 
safety and defence of the kingdom: and to 
consider how this provision mizht best and 
most speedily be raised, so that the poor people 
might be least burthened by it.” Ee acquaint- 
ed them, “ ‘That the king would go in person, 
for the defence of the kingdoin, against an 
enemy, by the advice and consent of ae 
[fe then took occasion to tell them, ‘ of the- 
base treachery and talshood of the French; 
who, im the Inst treaty uf peace at Calais, had 
gone from their own otters; which, he added, 
was a good cause of assurance to the English, 
in so just a quarrel to look tor victory.” The 
chanc. concluded with observing to them, 
‘hat four ways or means would greatly furs 
ther and speed this consultatiun; first, to be 
early in the house; next, to repel all melan- 
choly passions; the third, to begin always on 
the most needful enquiries, and to direct with- 
out mixture of any orders; and lastly, to 
avoid all mainteining and partaking.’ See 
Cotton’s Abridgment, p, 203. These things 
being maturely considered, the lords and 
cominons granted to the king, for the defence 
of the realm, the safeguard of the sea, and 
marches of Scotland, two 15ths. Upon con- 
dition that the last half 15th, granted at Saiis- 
burv, should not be paid ; and in case the king 
did not go in person against his enemies, or 
that a peace or truce should bé made with 
them, then the latter of these two 15ths should — 
not be levied, , 
(tl new Parliament called.) On or about 
the 20th of Oct. 1385, the king thought it ad- 
viseable to call a new parl. On the day of 
their meeting, sir Michael la Pole, then earl 
of Suffolk and still chancellor of England, open- 
ed the session in the presenee of the king and 
the other estates to this purport: “ That the 
nation being assaulted on every side by most 
mortal enemics, it was their business to con- 
sider how it night best be detended and pre- 
served. The defence of the realn, he said, 
might be effected 4 several ways; of which 2 
were foreign and the other 2 domestic. The 
home affairs were concerning the Staple, 
and the current Coin of the kingdom. ‘The 
other were, how they might best defend them- 
selves; and how the war was to be best sup- 
ported and maintained. For the Staple, he 
thought it best that the same should be plant- 
ed within the realm. Since it was evident that 
the burgesses of Calais, and other towns 
abroad, were grown very rich thereby ; whilst 
several sood towns within the kingdom were 
very much decayed, by which the commoa 
profit was.abated. For, he affirmed that the 
subsidy on wools yielded more to the king, 
when the Staple was «cept in England, bv a 
10U0 marks yearly, than it had done when held 
abroad. As tothe Coin (he said) that consi-. 
cring how all nations were greedy of it, and 
conveyed much over, he advised it, as the best 
way, to raise the value. That the nation might 
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be best defended by pursuing the enemy with 
@ vigorous war; and for many reasons he told 
them, that it was better to seek than to be 
sought atter; wherefore, of necessity, a subsidy 
was to be granted, such as might be equal to 
the occasions of the governmeut.”—Upon the. 
chancellor's motion, the lords, great men, &c. 
granted to the king for the voyage of John king 
of Castile and Leon, and duke of Lancaster, 
into Spain, for the safe keeping of the sea and 
marches of Scotland, a full 10th and 15th, and 
a half a 40th and 15th. Particular treasurers 
were appointed by parl. for the receipt of this 
subsidy, with supervisors to see it laid out; 
and this voyage into Spain was declared to be 
“ by the agreement and consent of the king, 
prelates, noblemen, and commons in full parl. 
assembled.” 

Grants and Promotions.] In the last ex- 
pedition into Scotland the king had created 
some new dignities, which; according to the 
custom of those times, were used to be con- 
firmed in parhament. Edmund earl of Cam- 
bridge, the king’s uncle, was confirmed duke 
of York, and had a pension of 10001. a year 
assigned him and his heirs male out of the ex- 
chequer to support -his dignity, until the king 
. could settle lands upon him of like value. 
Thomas earl of Buckingham and Esscx the 
king’s other uncle, having been created duke 
of Elnucecten was confirmed in it; and hada 
like pension and assignment made him. Also 
Michael de la Pole, made earl of Suffulk, had 
some lesser grants passed to him. Lastly, Ro- 
bert de Vere, earl of Oxford, the king’s favou- 
rite, was now, by an unusual title created Mar- 
quis of Dublin; aad was confirmed in that 
title together with all the revenues of Ireland, 
&c. except some royalties reserved to the 
crown, and paying 5000 marks yearly into the 
exchequer. It was now also that Roger Mor- 
timer, carl of March, was declared, in parl. 

resuuptive heir to the crown, in case that 
Rich died without issue. 

[ Petitions of the Commons.] In this parl. 
the commons petitioned the king, “ That the 
state of his household might be looked into and 
examined every year, by the chanc. treasurer 
and clerk of the privy-seal, and what was a- 
iniss to be mended at their discretion. And, 
also, that the anctent statutes made con- 
cerning the houschold, might be kept and duly 
executed in all their points.” To the 1st ar- 
ucie of the petition the answer was, “ The 
king will order it when he pleaseth.” To the 
ad * Le Roy le veu.” The commons desired 
to know, “ Who should be the king’s chief 
othcers and governors of the state of the king- 
dom?” The answer was, ‘“ The king hath of- 
ficers sufficient at present, and will change 
them at his pleasure.” 

It was, elso, enacted in this parl. that, all 
lords and «her persons who have lands on the 
marches beyond the river Tyne, should live 
upon them; saving, that the king may shew 
favour to whom he pleaseth in that matter. 
The staple of wool which was at Calais was, 


also, ordered to he kept in England in such 


place as the king and his council should think 
meet. See Cotton’s Abridg. p. 310. 

[ Debate concerning restoring the Bp. of Nor- 
wich's Temparatities | In this parl. Tho. Arun- 
dele, bp. of Ely, applied to the king, to make 
restitution of the temporalities to Henry Spenser 
bp. of Norwich, which had been seized into the 
kine’s hands in the last parl. This was warmly 
opposed by the new earl of Suffolk, lord chanc. 
wha rose up and spoke to the bp. of Ely, in 
this manner, “ What is that, my lord, that 
you ask of the king? Seems it to you a small 
matter for him to part with that bp.’s tempo- 
ralities, when they yield to his cotfers above 
1000]. a year? Little need hath the king of 
such counsellors, or such friends, as advise him 
to acts so greatly to his disadvantage.” To 
which the bp. of Ely replied, ‘“‘ What says 
your lordship, my lord Michael? Know, that I 
ask not from the king what is his own, but that 
which he, drawn thereunto by you, or such as 
you are, withholds from other men, upon none 
of the justest titles, and which, as I think 
will never do him any good. As for yourself, 
if the king’s advantage be the thing you drive 
at, why did you so greedily accept of 1000 
marks a ycar, at the time he created you earl 
of Suffolk?” The chanc. adds our authonity, 
was hit so home, by this round retort, that he 
offered no further to cross the restitution of the 
bp.’s temporalities. See Speed’s Chron. p. 600. 

[A new Parliament called.| A new pari. 
was Called, by writs, to meet at Westm. of 
the 1st of Oct. 1386. It appears by the Re- 
cords, that the session was opened, as usual, 
by a speech from the earl of Suffoik, lord 
chanc. ; in which, he told the houses, “ That 
the principal cause of calling them together, 
at that time, was to acquaint them, that at a 
council, held at Oxford, it had been deter 
mined that the king should pass the seas, mn 
person, with an army royal; which resolution 
the king sull held, and they were to debate in 
what manner and how it was to be done. He 
said there were 4 causes that moved the king 
to this expedition; the 1st was, tbat he might 
at less expence attack his enemy abroad, than 
stay and defend them at home. The 2d was 
to take off a reproach blazed about, that he 
durst not go over in person. The 3d was to 
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gain his right to the crown of France; bywhich, 


he should acquire both renown and honour. 
And, lastly, since the French were daily threat- 
ening an Invasion, he desired them to consult 
about it, as well as the maintenance of the 
laws and preservation of the peace.” __ 
[Differences between the King and his Par 
liament.| The tryecrs of Petitions being 8p- 
pointed, the next thing this parl. went upon 
was the Impeachment of the earl of Suffolk. 


Henry Knyghton informs us, that “ at the- 


opening of the session, the king appeared, 18 
person, as usual; but when he found. that the 
commons were resolved upon impeaching sit 
Michael de la Pole, carl of Suffolk, and lord 
chanc. for divers crimes and misdemeanors, 
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his majesty retired, lest he might seem to | commend themselves to your royal dignity 5 
countenance their proceedings. he king went | wishing you successful in the course of honour, 
to Eltham, where he trified away his ume: and invincible against the power of your ene- 
1) joint consent, | mies; together with the most firm band 
thought proper to send this message to him, | peace and hearty love towards your subjects, 
“Than the chanc. and treasurer ought to be | as well for the imcrease of your own interest 
removed from their offices, because those men | and advantage, in respect of God, and the sal- 
were not for the advantage of himself and | vation of your soul, as for the unspeakable 
kingdom. Adding, that they bad matters to comfort of all the people you govern, on whose 
treat of relating to the lord Michael dela Pole, | behalf we ‘atimate these things unto you Pg 
which could not be safely done whilst he re- | ‘ That we have it settled and confirmed in 
. mained in the office of chanc.” The king was | our ancient constitution, {ruin a laudable an 
greacly incensed at this message, and com-j a proved custom, which none can gainsay, that * 
panded them, ‘ Not to make mention of any | the king ought to assemble the lords, nobles, 
soch thing for the future; but forthwith pro- | and commons of the kingdom once @ year, unto 
eced to the business for which they were sum- | his parl. as the highest court of the realm, in 
moned, and hasten to & conclusion ;” and | which all equity ought to shine bright without 
rashly added, “ That be would not for | any spot, eae as the sun; and whercin as 
them, or at their instance, remove the mean- | well poor as rich may find never-failing shelter 
est scullion in his kitchen.” What raised for their refreshment, by restoring tranquillity 
the resentment of the commons inore against | and peace, and removing all kind of injuries ; 
| the chancellor was, that in this parl. he, | where all public grievances OF errors are to be» 


in the king’s name, had demanded of them redressed ; and wherein with the most prudent 
four 15ths, to be paid in one year, and council, the state and good govt. of the king- 


as many 10ths from the clergy. Alledging, | dom ‘5 to be treated of; and considering that 
/ that the king was 50 much in debt that Icss 


the king and nation’s foes at home, and 
would not discharge it. Without regarding this ' 
at all, the lords and commons returned their | repulsed, by suc 
joint answer to the king, “ That they neither and honourably may be dune; an 
could, nor by any means would proceed, in wholesome deliberation therein to foresee and 
any business of pari. or dispatch, so much as the | order, how the neccssary burthens of the king and 
least articic of it, till the king should come and | kingdom may with most ease, the public wanis 
shew himself in person amongst them, and re- | considered, be supplied: they conceive also, 
move the said Michael de ia Pole from his of- | that since they are to support all public charges 
fice.” To this high demand, the king return~ incumbent, they should have the supervisad 
ed for answer, “ That they should order 40 | how and by whom their goods and fortunes ar 
knights, of the wisest and inost substantial of | to be expended: they say moreover, that this 
the comrhons, to come to him and declare the ‘s their privilege by ancicnt constitution, 
inion of all the rest.” But this message | ° That if the king will wholly estrange hirmselt 
ed them still more, every man doubting | from his parliament (no infirmity or becessary 
his own satety; for a private rumour had | cause disabling him), but obstinately by his ua- 
reached their ears, that these 40 members were governable will, shall withdraw hinselt, and be 
designed to be massacred. For,”adds our au absent from them the spac¢ of 40 days, not re-: 
thority, ‘f it was told them, and it appeared | garding the vexation of his people, nor their: 
afterwards to be true, that as these 40 were to. grievous expences; that then from that time it 
go to the king, a large party of armed men | shall be lawful for all, and every of them, 
should set upon and murder them. Or else, | without any damage f-om the king to go home, 


that being invited to a feast, some arined ruf- | and return into their own countries.’ And now, 
you for alonger time have absented yourself, and 


for what cause they know not, have refused 6a 


stant, in their lodgings an London.” “ This last | come among thei.” | 
bloody design,” he says, ‘* was frustrated by | [Tte King’s Answer.| To this the king fn- 
swered to this effect: “ Now we do plainl 

discover, that our people and the commons Li 
deferred, and this cursed tend to resist, and are endeavouring to make 
insurrections against US: and in such case no- 
thing seems better for us than ta call im our 
cousin the king of France ; and from him to 
ask advice and aid, nay even to submit our-, 
selves to him, rather than to truckle to our, 


thac they should, in the behalf of the lords |} own subjects.” 
and coramons, humbly salute bim, and deli- | [Ze Purliement’s Reply.) To which they 
ver the sense of both houses to him, to this replied : “ Sir, this council is not safe fur YOU, 
effect :-— but rather tends to your nevitable destruction + 

The Parlianent's Remonstrance tq theKing. | for the king of France 1s your capital enemy, 
as Sir, the prelates, fords and commons, 11) pari. | and the vreatest adversary to your kingdom ; 
assembled, with most humble submission, re- | and if he chould once get fuoting on your lanu, 


lainy ; by which it was 
contrivance by degrees brought to light.” There- 


Gloucester, and Thomas de Arundel, bp. of 


187] PARL. HISTORY, 10 Ricuarp II. 1386.—Impeachment of Sir M. Dela Pole. [188 


would sooner endeavour to despoil you of it, 
to invade your kingdom, and drive you from 
your throne, than in the least to lend you his 
assisting hand, if at any time (which God for- 
bid) you should stand in need thereof; rather 
therefove recall to your memory, how your no- 
ble grandfather, king Edw. II. and in like 
manner your father, a prince of the same name 
and renown, with great labour and hazards, 
during their whole hves, indefaugably con- 
tended fer the conquest of that kingdom, 
which by hereditary mght appertained to them, 
and atter them to you by succession : you may 
also be pleased to call to mind, how many of 
the nobles, what innuinerable troops of the 
commons of England, lust their lives in that 
quarrel: remember also the inestimable trea- 
sures the peuple or England treely parted with, 
for the maintenance of that war. And yet, what 
is more to be lamented, they have in your 
time sustained so many taxes for the support 
of your wars, as that now they are redtuced 
to such incredible poverty, that they can nei- 
ther pay their rents for their livings, nor assist 
the She. nor afford themselves even the ne- 
cessarics of life: thus the royal power is im- 
poverished, and an unhappy condition brought 
upon all the great men and nobles of the king- 
dom, who, as well as the commons, are weak- 
ened and undone; for a king cannot be poor 
that has a rich people, nor that king be rich, 
whose subjects are ea do these ills 
redound alone to you the king, but to all the 
nobility and great men, every one in his rank 
and degree. All this is brought to pass by 
had evil ministers, who have ill governed both 
sing and kingdom to this day; and unless we 
do quickly set to our helping hands, the king- 
dom will, in less time than we think of, be mi- 
serably subverted. But there is yet one part 
more of our message remaining, on the behalf 
of your people, to be imparted to you, That 
we have an ancient constitution, and it was 
not many ages since experimented,” (it grieves 
us that we must mention it) “ that ifthe king, 
through any evil council, or weak obstinacy or 
contempt of his people, or out of a perverse 
and troward wilfulness, or by any othcr irre- 
gular courses, shall alienate himself from his 
people, and retuse to govern by the laws and 
statutes of the realm, according to the laudable 
ordinances, and their faithful advice; but will 
throw himself headlong into wild designs, and 
stubbornly exercise his own singular arbitrary 
will; that from that time, it shall be lawful for 
his people, by their full and tree assent and 
consent, to depose that king from his throne, 
and in his sterd to establish sume other of the 
royal race upon the same:” therefore, that 
such a grievous and unhappy dissention may 
hever spring up amougst your people; that 
they may never, throwh such lamentable di- 
visions, pleasing only to your eneinies, be by 
vour evil counsellors subverted ; and that this 
kinzdom so honourable, and trom your father’s 
days ‘hitherto most fimous in war, may not 
now in your ume, through the distractions of 
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evil govt. be miserably laid waste ; and that 
the title of those miseries may never be fixed 
us ascundalous mark upon your reign; recall, 
we beseech you, your royal mind from such 
foolish and pernicious councils; and whoso- 
ever they are that suggest such matters to yon, 
do not only refuse to hearken to them, but to- 
tally remove them from your presence ; tor in 
atime of danger it will be tound, that they can 
no ways prove effectual to serve you, when you 
stand most in need of them.” 

By these and other speeches, says our au- 
thor, the king was brought to better temper, 
und laying aside his passion, he promised that 
after 3 duys he would come to the parl. and 
with mature advice, willingly acquiesce in their 
Petitions. Accordingly, the king came at the 
time appointed; and, very soon after, Tho. 
Arundele, bp. of Ely, by the advice and con- 
sent of purl. was made chanc. in the room of 
M. dela Pole, carl of Sutfotk; John Gilbert, 
bp. of Hereford, was madc treasurer, instead 
of John de Fordham, bp. of Durham; and 
John de Waltham, kecper of the privy-seal. 

[Impeachment of Sir M. dela Pole] After 
the removal of sir Mich. de la Pole troin the 
chancellorship, he was impeached hy the com- 
mons of several high crimes and misdemeanors. 
The following are the articles aguinst him, 
See Rot. Parl. 10. H. 2, no. 1, 6. 


“ Ariecles of Impeachment exhibited by thé 
Commons in full Parliament against Michael 
de la Pole, Earl of Suffolk, late Chancellor 
of England.” 


“J. That the said earl being chanc. and 
sworn to act for the just profit ofthe king, 
hath purchased of our lord the king, lands, te- 
nements, and rents to a great value, as ap- 
pears by the record-rolls of the chancery: and 
acainst his oath, not regarding the great neccs- 
sity of the king and realm, being chauc. at the 
time of such purchase made, did cause the 
said lands and tenements to be extended at a 
much smaller value than really they were worth 
by the year, and thereby deccived the king.”— 
And for that he purchased the said lands when 
he was chanc. against his oath, the king shall 
have the said lands again intirely, and the said 
earl shall make fine and ransom to the king, 
with all protits received since the purchase.” 

“ ¥f. Whereas 9 lords were assigned by the 
last parl. to examine the state of the king and 
realin, and to deliver their advice how the 
same micht be improved, amended, and put 
into hetter order and governance, and there- 
upon such examination to be delivered to the 
kine as well by word of mouth, as in writing ; 
the said late chanc. did say in full parl. ‘That 
the said advice and ordinance should be put 
in due execution ;? which yet was not done, 
and that by the default of him who was the 
principal otticer.”—To this article, and the 3rd 
and the 7th, the said earl shall answer, if he 
have any thing to say against the same 10 
special.” 


“ LE, Whercas a tax was granted by the 
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commons in the last parl. to be laid out in a 
certain fourm demauded by the commons, and 
assented to by the king and lords, and nut 
otherwise ; yet the monies thence arising, were 
expended i another manner; so that the sca 
was not guarded as it was ordered tu have 
been; whence many mischiets already have 
happened, and more are like to ensue to the 
realm: and all this by the. default of the said 
Jate chanc. 

“ IV. Whereas the tideman of Limbergh, 
having to hun and his heirs of the gift of the 
king’s grandfather 501. per ann, out of the cus- 
toms of Kingston upon Hull, which the said 
tideman forteited to the king; and whereas 
the paywent of the said 50]. per ann. was dis- 
conuaued for 35 years and upwards: the said 
chanc. knowing the premises, purchased to him 
and bis heirs ot the said tideman, the said 501. 
perann. and prevailed with the kmg to contin 
the said purchase, whereas the king ought to 
have had the whole profit.”"—For this purpose 
the said earl was adjudged to fine and 1ansuim, 
and the said 501. to gu to the king and his 
hers, with the manner of flaxficte, aud ten 
marks of rent which were exchanged, &c. with 
the issues. 

“WV. Whereas the high master of st. Anthony 
isa schismatick, and tur that canse the king 
ought to have the profits which appertain to lim 
in England ; the said late chanc. who vught to 
advance and procure the profit of the kiny, 
took to farm the said prohts of the king at Yu 
marks per ann. and so got tu his own use above 
w 1000 marks. And atfcrwards when the said 
master a England which now is, eught to have 
had the possession aud livery of the said pro- 
tts, he could nut obtain the same, till he aud 
two persons with him became bound by recog- 
nizance in chancery, of 30001. to pay yearly to 
the said chance. and his sou John, 1001. tor the 
term of their two lives.”—For this it was ad- 
judged, Vhat the king shall have all the proiits 
belonging to the said st. Anthony’s, at the tune 
of the parchase ; and that fur the recognizance 
:0 made, the said earl shall be awarded tu pri- 
son, and fined, and ransomed at the pleasure 
of the king. 

*° V1. That in the time of the late chance. 
there were granted and made divers charters 
and patents of pardon tor murders, treasuns, 
felonies, &c. against the Jaws; and beture the 
cumencement of this present parl. there was 
made and sealed a charter of certain franchises 
granted to the casulc of Dover in disinhersoun 
uf the cruwn, and to the subversion of the 
pleas and courts of the king, and of his !aws,”—— 
The king awards that those charters be re- 
pealed. : 

“ VAI. Whereas by an ordinance madc in the 
last parl. that 10,000 marks should be raised 
tor the rektef of the city of Ghent; by the de- 
fault of the said late chanc. the said city of 
Ghent was lost, and also 1000 marks of the 
said money.”—Upun all which articles the 
commons demand the judgment of pariiainent. 

- Knyghton says that “ che sum of the earl’s 
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answers to these articles, were either by deny- 
ing some of them, or confessing and excusing 
others ; and that for all these otiences, the said 
earl was not only discharged from his office of 
chanc, but being arrested, was committed to 
the custudy of tie constable, and after the 
parl. was up, he was sent close prisoner to 
Windsor-Castle ; but was soon after discharged 
by the king.” Walsingham, an historian of 
guvod authority, and co-temporary with Knygh- 
ton, relates, that all these articles were so fully 
proved, that the earl could not deny them, 
Insomuch, that when he stood upon Ins de- 
fence, aud had nothing to say tor himself, the 
king, blushing fur him, shook his head and 
said, ‘ Alas, alas, Michael, see what thou hast 
done.” Further, when the king desired a sup- 
ply, the same author tells us that the commons 
answered, * Ile did not nced any tidluge on 
his subjects, when be might so casi'y furnish — 
himself with a sum of money from him who 
was his just debtor.” Knyghtou adds, “ that by 
the corruption of the king's oilicers, the public 
revenue was vainly consumed ; the king insuf- 
terably detraudcd and abused; the common 
people of the rerlin, by continued and prievs 
ous burdens mivcrably mpoverisued ; the rents 
and profits of the nobles and great men much 
hnparred ; and their poor tenants in many 
places torced to abandon their husbandry, and 
leave their farms empty and desolate. And, 
all this time itwas plam that, by these means, 
the king's officers became unmeesurably rich.” 

[| Mleven Lords eppotnied lo rcegulate the Af- 
furs of the bingdom.| ‘The parl. observing all 
Dis, in order to remedy the evil, they chose 11 
lords, to whom the king, by commission uader 
the browd-seal, granted leave and power to en- 
quire Into, treat of, and determine all affairs, 
causes und complaints: arising since the death 
of dw. TT. to chat present tame; as also of 
the king’s expences, and his ministers, and alk 
gther matters happening witha the linited 
time, She lords, so chosen, were sworn, on 
the holy Evangelists, to weil and truly regulate 
ail burdens, and other aliairs incumbent on the 
king and kingdom; and to do justice to every 
one, “Lhe king, likewise, took an oath to stand 
to their appointnent, to encourage them in 
their actings, and not to revoke any article of 
their power, but to confirm, as good and stable, 
whatsoever tbe said counsellors should do or 
order, during that time; and that any 6 of 
them, with the 3 chicf officers of the king, 
should at any tune make a quorum, Lastly, 
iu was enacted, that if any man should advise 
the hing ta make any revocation of their power, 
though the king should not do it, yet Wat was 
but probable he gave such evil counsel, he 
should for the same forfeit all lis lands and 
goods; and if he attempted it a @nd time he 
should be drawn and hanged as a public traitor 
to the king and kinvdom. 

[Lhe Aing’s Letters Patents in Confirmation 
thercof.|] but the authority of purl, alone, be- 
ing nut judged suiicicnt to secure this gieat 
change in the guvernment, the hing was tusthea 
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prevailed on to grant his Letters Patent, .on 
which, afterwards, a Statute was made in order 
to render it as irrevocable as possible. Which 
Letters Patent must find a place in this work, 
since, though not strictly parliamentary, they 
were the occasion of the persons concerned in 
the commission being afterwards brought to a 
very severe trial in parl. Thus they stand 
translated from the French :— 

“¢ Richard, king, &c. to all those to whom 
these letters shall come to be seen or heard, 
greeting. We being duly conscious of the 
grievous complaints of the lords and commons 
of our realm in this present parl. assembled, 
that our profits and rents, and the’ revenues of 
our realm, by private and insufficient council, 
and. the ill governance as well of certain of our 
late great officers, as of divers other people 
being near our person, are so much consumed, 
wasted, embezzled, given away, granted, and 
alicued, destroyed, and evilly disposed of and 
expended: that we are so much impoverished 
and stripped of treasure and means, and the 
substance of our crown so diminished and de- 
stroyed, that we are neither able to sustain 
honourably, as we ought, the state of our 
household, nor maintain and manage those 
wars wherewith our realm is environed, with- 
dut great and outrageous oppressions and 
charges on’ our people, greater than they can 
bear: and also that the goud laws, statutes and 
customs of uur said realin,to which we are bound 
by oath, and obliged to maintain, are not, nor 
have been duly observed and executed, nor 
full justice or right done to our said people: 
but many disinherisons aud othcr inost great 
mischiefs and damages have happencd, as weil 
to us, as to our people and whole realm. Now 
we, for the honour of God, and for the good 
of us and our realm, and for the quiet and re- 
hef of our people, willing against the said mis- 
chiets to establish a good and meet remedy, as 
we have already of our tree will, at the request 
ot the lords and commons, ordained and as- 
signed such persons for our great oflicers ; that 
is to say, our chancellor, treasurer, and keeper 
of vur privy seal, as we esteem good, faithful, 
and suticient, for the honour and prot of us 
and our realm: so also of our real authority, 
certain knowledge, good pleasure, and free 
will; and by the advice and assent of the pre- 
lates, lords, and commons in full parl. in aid of 
the good governance of our realm, and the 
well aud due execution of our laws, and for 
the reliefin time of that iniserable condition 
under which both we and our supjects have 
long laboured, having full confidence in the 
goud advice, sense, and discretion of the most 
hon. fathers in God, Wim, abp. of Canterbury, 
and Alex. abp. of York ; our most dear uncles, 
Edmund, duke of York, and Thomas, duke of 
Gloucester; the hon. ‘athers in God William, 
bp. of Winchester, Thos. bp. of Exeter, and 
Nicholas Abbot of Waltham ; our beloved and 
futhtul Rd. earl of Arundel, John lord Cob- 
ham, Rd. le Scroop, and John Devereux, have 
ordained, assigned and deputed, aud du ordain, 
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assion and depute them to be of our great and 
continual council, tor one whole year next after 
the date hereof, to survey and examine, toge- 
ther with our said great oihcers, as well the 
estate, condition, and government of our whole - 
realm, and of all our officers and ministers of 
whatever estate, degree, or condition they be, 
within our household or without; and to in- 

uire and take information by all such ways as 
U °y shall think meet, of all rents, revenues, 
and profits belonging to us, or which are due 
and ought to appertain to us, either within the 
realm or without: and of all gifts, grants, alie- 
nations, and confirmations by us made, of any 
lands, tenements, rents, annuities, profits, re- 
venues, wards, marriages, escheats, forfeitures, 
franchises, liberties ;' voidances of archbishop- 
tics, bishoprics,abbeys, priories, farms of houses, 
possessions of aliens, &c. Andalso of all reve- 
nues and profits, as well of our said realm, as of 
our lands, lordships, cities, villages, and other 
possessions beyond the sea; and of the bene- 
fices and posscssions, and other revenues of all 
that are in rebellion against the ed and of 
the carrying monies out of the re by the 
collectors of the pope, or the procurators of 
cardinals, Lombards, or other persons: and 


likewise of the profits of eur customs, and all 


subsidies granted to us by the clergy and laity, 
since the day of our coronation, to that time: 
and of all fees, wages, and rewards of our of- 
ficers and ministers great and small, and of 
annuities and other rewards granted; and ne 
made to any persons in fee or for term of life, 
or in any other manner: and of lands, tene- 
ments, rents, revenues, and forfeitures, bar- 
gained or sold to the prejudice and: d e of 
our crown: and also touching the jewels and 
goods which were our grandfather's at the time 
of his death, and of charters and general par- 
dons; and how general payments have been 
levied and expended; how garrisons and forts 
have been maintained: and of all defaults and 
misprisons as well in our household, as in our 
courts, and all other places of our realm: and 
by what persons our revenues and the sub- 
stance of our crown have been withdrawn or 
diminished; or the common law aia a 
or delayed, or any other damage that hath 
happened to us. Giving, and by these pre- 
sents prantiny, of our authority, and by the ad~ 
vice and assent of our said subjects, unto our 
suid counsellors, or any 6 of them, and to our 
great officers aforesaid, full power and authe- 
rity, general and special, to enter our palace 
and household, and to call before them all oar 
officers, and to cominand all rolls, records, and 
other monuments and evidences ; and all de- 
faults, wasts, and excesses found in our said 

houschold, and in other courts and places; and — 
all deceits, extortions, oppressions, damages, 
and grievances whatsocver, that are to the pre- 
judivc, damage, and distress of us and our 
crown, and the estate of our said realm in ge 
neral (though not herein particularly express® 

and specified) to amend, correct, repair, re 
dress, reform, and put into good and due order 
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to Nottingham, and demanded of 
they were able tu raise TO 
ainst. the lords if they were 
d, coldly, 


psuaded 


aad establishment : and also to hear and re- | counties 
ceive the complaints ‘of all our liegc people, ns | them what forces 


well for us aS themselves, af ainst our said ot- | assist. the king a¢ 

ficers and counsellors ¢ and all oppressions, required to do it? The sherifls answere 

wrongs, and injuries, which cannot so well be |“ That the people were gencrally pe 

amended and determined in the courts of the | that the lords were the king's friends, and that 
tit the good of the nation in all they 


conmon law: and to discuss and finally deter- | they sous 
' did, and therefore they beheved they contd get 


mine all the matters aforesaid, and full execu- 

tion thereof to award, as to them shall ee very few oppose them.” ‘Luis disapypuint- 
must ncet, for the honour and profits of us and | ment was the less to these courniers, because 
our estate, and to the redintegration of the | they knew that the lords were Very popular, 
rights and profits of our crown, and the better ; and they had still other pryjects te 6° upon. 
governance of the peace and laws of our king- They next commanded the cheritis and gonties 


dom, and the relief of our said people. In | men, then attending ob the summons, CO sutier 
" gpimon vone to be returned as knights or burgesses TOF 


which proceedings, if difference of 
happen amongst our said counsellors, the same the next part. but such as the king and his 
shall be concluded by majority of votes: and | council should nominate, ‘TO which they TC 
we command and charge all prelates, dukes, | phed, “ That the people would be very hardly 
earls, barous, sherifis, the treasurer, and deprived of their anuent privilege of choorng 
comptroller, and all other officers of our house- their own members of park. 5 and that it there 
bold justices de banco, and other officers, mi- | Was 2 true freedom observed iD choosing, 1 
misters, and liege subjects whatsoever, that to \ would be almost impor le to Wpose VHy PCTs 
our said counsellors and officers in manner | 507 against the penple’s liking.especialy 420 
aforesaid they be obedient, aiding and astist- | they would easily yLLen> at the design, and ctand 
ing. In witness whereof, &c. Given under ' the more resolutely Upot their right.” ‘Vis 
vur great seal the 19th day of November.” answer of the sheritts somewhat erartied the 
[A Subsidy granted.| It appears from counci}, because they built much on this m- 
the Record, that this parliament yranted half | vention; fur what was done by a pari. would, 
ai0th in spirituals, and half a yoth on all , 8 they mnagined, carry 4 face of ynsrice lore 
temporals. ‘Shey likewise gave the king of with it, and their private revenge be Ture | 
every tun of wine imported or exported, 3s. ; panto a public punishment, Bat, lowing tals 


and 12d. on every pound ef merchandize, CX | point, they disinissed the cherifis and gent-e- 

cept of sueb staple commodities as wool-tells, bea and fell upos cheir last, but most des 

ke. And that these subsidies might be well n them by 
a 


perate stratagems which was to rl 
and truly expended, the same prudential care uw. 
was taken in this as in other matters, that the [Questions propescd to the Judges, and their ° 
money should be deposited ‘n the hands of cer- duseers, relating to the lute Commission. 

| To this end the king sent his swnimons tor al 


tain of the nobility appointed for that purpose. . 
On the 20th of Nov. this parl. was rae eee \ the judges to attend hin 5 and, on their ap- 
but the king’s great candour and condescension | pearance, tions or Articles, 
measure sullied by the tok | which were ready drawn Up py sir Rob. Tresi= 
| lian, chiet justice of the king's bench, and one 


lowing meiorandun, which is the last thing 

, viz. “¢ that the king | of the cabal, was proposed to them. ‘These Ato 

in full parl. with ticles Knyghton has given at large, and are us 
d, Thai on the @ath of 


bis own mouth, ‘that for any thing which was | follow ,—Be it remembere 
done in that purl, he would not any prejudice 41th year of the reign of k. Rich. LL. 
should come Co him, or lis crown 5 but that the le of Nottingham, before our sal 
prerogative and liberties of it should be sate | lord the king, Rob. Trevilian, chief Jushce ot 
gud preservee- | England, and Rob, Belknappe chief pustce ot 
It is necessary hero, in order to keep up a the common bench of our caid lord the kinc, 
ahead connection, to deviate a little irom our ‘ John Holt, Rover Fulthorp, and Win. de Burgh, 
urlamentary Listory, to learn what struggles | knights, justices, and associates of the said 
the kang made to get loose from the bonds | Rob, Belknappes and Jobn de Lokton the 
which had ‘bcen thus nnposed upoD hun. Tae king’s serjeant at lnw, in the presence of the 
1387, the king and queen made & progress: lurds and other witnesses underwritten, were 
jnto the west and northern parts of the king= | personally required by our said lord the king, 
In his return fromm the latter, he held a; 04 the fiuth aud allegiance wherein to him tie 
’ Nottingbum. The chiet persols of | said king they are bound, to answer faithteily 
Alex. abp. | unto certain Questions here under epeciiicd, 
of York 5 Rob. de Vere, lately created duke ; ere truly recited, and 
of Ireland ; Mich. de la Pole, earl af SuBolk; o declare the law according to 
Rob. ~ *‘resilian, chief justice of the King’s their discretion, VIZ. * 
. « Whether that new statute, ordinance 


Bench, and Nichols Brembre of London, | them, he 
and commission, mawe and pu 


kuights, who were the kiny’s greatest favourites 

and usivisel, and in whoin he put. his whole | last pari. held at W estm. be not derogatory to 
trust and confidence. ‘This Council of State | the royalty and prercgauve of our 
nea all the sherifis of the adjoining eee To which they unanimously agayereds 


a 
~ oe 


+ 
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that the saine are derocatory thereunto, espe- 
clally because they were against his will.— 
2. “ How those are to he punished,: who pro- 
cured that statute and commission?” A. That 
they were to be pumshed with death, except 
the king would pardon them.—S. “ How those 
are to he punished who moved the king to 
consent to the making of the said statute?’ 
A. That they ought to lose their lives, unless 
his maj. would pardon them.—+4, ‘ What punish- 
ment they deserved who compelled, straizht- 
ened or necessitated the king to consent to the 


making of the said statute and cominission ?”, 


AL That they ought to suffer as traitors.— 
5. “© How those are to be punished who hin- 
dered the king from exercising those things 
which appertain to his royalty and preroga- 
tive?” A. Vhat they are to be punished as 
traitors.—6. “ Whether after in a parl. as- 
sembled, the affairs of the kingdom, and the 
cause of calling that parl. are by the king’s 
cominand declared, and certain articles h- 
mited by the king, upon which the lords and 
commons in that parl. ought to procced; if 
vet the said lords and commons will proceed 
altogether upon other articles and affairs, and 
not at all upon those limited and proposed to 
them by the king, until the king shall have 
first answered them upon the articles and mat- 
ters so by them started and expressed, although 
the king’s command be to the contrary; whe- 
ther in such case the king ought not to have 
the governance of the parl. and effectually 
over-rule them, so as that they onght to pro- 
ceed first es: the matters proposed by the king: 
or whether en the contrary, the lords and 
commons ouch? first to have the king’s answer 
upon ther proposals before they procceded 
further?” A. That the king in that behalf has 
the governance, and may appoint what shall 
be first handled, and so gradually what next in 
ail matters to be treared of in parl. even to 
the end of the parl.: and if any act contrary 
to the king’s pleasure made known thercin, 
they are to be punished as traitors. —7. “* Whe- 
ther the king, whenever he pleases, can dis- 
solve the pail, and command the lords and 
commons to depart from thence, or not?’ 
A. That he can, and if any one shall then 
proceed in parl. against the king’s will, he 1s 
to be punished as a traitor.—8. “ Since the 
king can, whenever he pleases, remove any of 
his judees and oticers, and Justify or punish 
‘them for their offences; whether the lords and 


commons can without the will of the king im-: 


peach in parl, any of the said Judges or officers 
for any of their offences?” A. That they can- 
not, and if any onc should do so, he 1s to be 
punished as a traitor.—9. “ How he 1s to he 
punisticd who moved in parl. that the ‘statute 
should be sent for, whereby Edw. IT. (the 
king’s great grandtuther) was proceeded against 
‘and deposed in parl.; by means of sending for 
and innosing which statute, the said late sta- 
tute,.ordinance, and commission, were devised 

ad brouht forth in parle?’ A. That as well 
he that su moved, us he who by pretence of 


- 
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that motion, carried the said statute to the parl. . 
are traitors and crimmals to be punished with 
death.—10. “ Whether the judginent given in 
the last parl. held at Westin. against Mich. de 
la Pole, earl of Suffolk, was erroneous and 
revocable, or not?” A. That if that judgment 
were now to he given, they would not give it; be- 
cause it scems to them, that the said judgment 
is revocable, as being erroneous in every part 
of it. In testimony of all which, the judges 
and serjeants aforesaid, to these presents have 

ut their seals in the presence of the rev. 
lords Alex. abp. of York, Rob. abp. of Dub- 
lin, John bp. of Durham, Tho. bp. of Chi- 
chester, and John bp. of Bangor, Rob. duke 
of Ireland, Mich. earl of Sutiolk, John Rypon 
Clerk, and John Blake, esq; given the place, 
day, month, and year aforesaid.” 

But though the king and lis favourites had 
got the judges on their side, and had thus pro- 
cured a colour of law tor what they did; yet, 
the greatest difticulty remained bebind, winch 
was to arm thcmsclves with power sufhcient, 
to put these resoives into execution. To this 
purpose, they did their utmost to render them- 
selves and their king popular; and at his 
majesty’s return to London, he was met and 
received by the mayor and citizens, with the 
greatest pomp and solemnity. But this joy 
was short lived, for the junto, soon after their 
arrival at Westm. had notice that the duke of 
Gloucester, with the earls of Arundel and 
Warwick, and a great body of armed. men, 
were marching towards London, It was not 
long before these lords declared themselves, 
and being come with their anny as far as 
Hackney, they sent the abp. of Canterbury; 
the lord John Lovel, the lord Cobham, the 
lord Devereix and others to the king with this 
message. “ That they came to demand the 
persons who had seduced the king and were 
traitars, both to him and the kingdom. — That 
it was purely for his majesty’s weltare and the 
good of the nation that they took up arms, in 
order that they might bring those traitors to 
Justice, to the terror of ull succeeding evil 
munisters.” They named 5 persons, who had 
the rule and govt. of every thing, both at home 
and abroad, and had given the king such per- 
nicious advice, there specified, thut, if 1 was 
followed, would be the ruin of them all. The 
king, finding that his favourites could no ways 
protect him, was forced at last to come toa 
compromise, and to reter ull grievances to the- 
decision of the next parliament. ji 

[A new Parhament culled | Writs were ac- 
cordingly issued for a new purl. to meet on the 
3d of Feb. 1388. But, in the body of the 
writs an equivocal clause was inserted; which 
was an order to return those persons that were 
the most indifferent in the present disputes. 
Which, being found out, the king was obliged 
to renew the writs, and even to specify that 
the clause, abovementioned, was put in con- 
trary to the ancient form. The park. being 
met on the day appointed, Tho. Fitz-Alan, 


bp. 6f Ely and lord chanc. declared the cause — 
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of the summons to be, “ to consider by what 

means the troubles in the kingdom, fur want of 

good govt. might be cnded; the king better 
advised; the realm better governed; misde- 
meanours more severely punished, and good 
men better encouraged. How the kingdom 
might be best defended, the sea best kept, the 
marches of Scotland best guarded, Gascoigny 
preserved, and how the charges of these things 
imght be born with the most ease to the peo- 
ple.” And then he gave notice, “That those 
who would complain in that parl. of any thing 
which could uot well be reversed at commun- 
law, might carry their petitions to the clerks 
in chancery, there named, and appointed to 
receive them.” ‘Then the duke ot Gloucester 
tel on his knees before the king, aud suid, 
“That he understood his ina). had been in- 
formed, that he was about to depose him and 
make himself king; aud offered tu stand to the 
award and judgment of lus peers in pari.” 
Upon this, the king declared, ovenly, “ That 
ke did aot think bim guilty, and fully excused 
im.” The lords spiritual aud temporal, then 
present, claimed as their hberty and franchise, 
that all preat matters moved in that parl, or to 
be moved in any future parl. touching peers of 
the Jand, should be discussed and judged by 
course of parl.; and not by the civil or com- 
woo law of the laud used -in the lower courts 
of the kingdom. Which claim, liberty and 
franchise, the king, in full purl. readily al- 
lowed and granted. 

(deve Lords lodge an Appeal aguinst the 
King’s Ministers.] ‘Then five lords, who were 
called Appellants, because they were the ac- 
tusers ot the late ministers, whose names were 
Thomas duke of Gloucester, Henry earl of 
Derby, Richard earl of Arundel, Thomas cart 
o Warwick, and Thowas earl of Nottingham, 
careinarshiul, stood up and made open protes- 
tation, in full pari. touching their appeal and suit 
iu that park. and that what had beture been done, 
by the assistance of the people, in their com- 
pany, Or rctinue, “ was done principally, to the 
tonour of God, in aid and satety of the king 
and his kingdoin, and the security of all their 
byes.” After this, the lords and conmuuons 
eranted half a 10th and half'a 15th, with pro- 
station, that it was done of necessity, and 
that it might be no prejudice to the Jurds and 
commons for time to come, becuuse it wus so 
granted; and further, they prayed the king, 
that notwithstanding this grant so made, the 
parl, might hold on its course; and be ad- 


tourned if need were; and that all things 


tuuching the said parl. might be dune and ex- 
ecuted, as if the grant bud not been made till 
the end thereof, as in manner accustuined. 
Which request the king granted. The par. 
turther gave the king, in detence of the rculina, 
asubsidy upon. leather, wool and wool-fells; 
on condition, that the five Lords Appellants 
should have out of it 20,0G0l. by assent and 
grant of the king, “ fyr their labour and ex- 
peuces, before tbat time, which they had been 
ut for the honour, protic, and samety of the 
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king and the whole kingdom.” The Com- 
nuns prayed, “ ‘That no persun, of what de-. 
gree socver, do interineddic with the business’ 
uf the kingdum, nor the king’s council, but 
those assigued in this par. unless it be by or-. 
der of the continual council. And also that 
they might have power to remove all persons. 
from the king whom they thought fit to remove, . 
and put others in their places.” "To which the | 
kine’s answer was, “ As to the Ist part of the. 
article the king granted it ;” and as to the @nd, 
“ Tfany lord of the council, or other lord of. 
the kingdom wall mturaa the king that he had * 
about him any person, not sufticient or honest, 
ifit be so proved, he shall be removed and 
another inure able, by his own consent, put in' 
his place.” 

[Auch Member swears to support the Lords 
Appellants.| And now, us a prelude tu what 
Was going to be acted, each of the prelates, 
lords and comunons, then assembled, had the 
fuiluwing oath adininistrated to them, upon 
the rocd, ur cross, of Canterbury, in fall par. 
* You shall swear, That you will keep and cause ‘ 
to be kept the good peace, quict, and tran- 
quillity of the kingdom: and if anv will do to 
the contrary thereof, you shall oppose and dis- 
turl hin to the utmost of your power. And 
if any people will do any thiag against the bo- 
dies of the persons of the five lu:ds; that is to 
say, Thos. duke of Gluucester, Henry Earl of 
Derby, Rd. earl of Amimdcl and Surry, Thos. 
earl of Warwick, and Thos. earl-inarshal, or 
any of them, you shall stand wit! them to the 
end of this present parl, and maintain aud sup- 
port thein with all your power, to live and 
die with them against all men, no person or 
any other thing excepted, saving ulways your le- 
giance tu the king, and the prerogatives of his 
crown, the laws and good customs of the king- 
dom.” After the taking of this oath, Easter 
being near, the parl. was adjourned till 15 
davs after that festival. Then the 5 Lords 
Appellants, beture mentioned, exhibited the 
tollowing 


Aigicles of Impeachment against Alerander 
“lbp. of York, Robert de Vere Duke of Ire- 
land, Michuel de la Pole Earl of Suffolk, 
the Judacs, &c, ; 


“ 7, That as false traitors to the king and 
realin, secimy the tender ave of our said lord the 
kiug, and the innoceney of his reyal person, 
they had by many false contrivances, by them 
without loyalty or good faith imagined and sug- 
gested, endeavoured wholly to engross his ina- 
Jesty’s aticction, and to inake him intirely give 
taith and credeuce to what they showd say, 
though uever so perpicigus to himself aud las. 
realin, aiid to hate his loyal lurds and people, 
by whom he would more taithiaily have been, 
served; encroaching and assuming to thein-, 
selves a power ty the disiranchising our lord. 
the king of his sovereignty, and iuparing his 
royal prerogative and diznity, mekig Lim so 
far obey them, that be bath been sworn to be. 
governed and counseled by them only; by, 
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means of which oath, and the power they have 
#0 tra:torously usurped, great inconveniences, 
mischiefs, and destructions have happened, as 
by the subsequent articles will appear.—-H. 
Whereas the king is not bound to make any 
oath to any of his subjects, but on the day of 
his coronation, or fer the common profit of 
him and bis realm, the said bp. duke and earl, 
false traitors to the king and realm, have made 
him swear and assent to them, that he will 
maintain and defend them, and live and dve 
wita them. And so whereas the king ought 
to be of a free condition above any other in 


his realm, they have brought him more into 


gervitude and bondage, against his honour, 
estate, and royalty, contrary to their allegi- 
ance, and as traitors unto him.—ILI. The said 
traitors by the assent and council of Robert 
Tresylian the filse justice, and Nicholas Brem- 
bre the talse knight of London, by their false 
covin would not at all suffer the creat persons 
of the reaim, nor the good subjects of the king, 
to speak to, or approach the king, to give him 
whotesome £ advice, nor the kine ‘to speak to 
thera, valess in the presence and hearing of 
them, the said duke or Ircland, &c. or two of 
them, at their will aad pleasnre, or about such 
things as they thought fit, to the great disurace 
of the nobles and good eouneellors of the king, 
and to the preventing of their good will, and 
service towards the king, thereby encroaching 
to themselves the roval power, and a lord: hip 
and sovercignty over the person of the king to 
the’great dishonour and peril of the king , his 
crown and realm.—IV. The said abp. ce. by 
such their false devices ahd pernicious counc ils, 
have diverted the king trom shewing due coun- 
teniive to Ms wreat lords and liege people, so 
that they could not: be answered in their suits 
and rights, without the leave of them the said 

abps., Sc. Thereby putting the king besides 
his devon contrary to his oath, contriving to 
ailenate the heart of our lord the king trom 
his people, that they might cngross auncnest 
themsclves only the eovt. ofthe realms where- 
by they have caused our lord the king, Without 
the assent of the realm, or any desert in then, 
to have given away by “dvelr abatement mi: uy 
lordsfips, castics, tuwns, and manors, as well 
aunexed to lis crown as others; as partic lle 
Jarly the lind of Creland and Okchaum, with the 
forest and lands which did belone to the lord 
Dandelegh, and great quantities of other linds 
to the said duke of freland, and divers others, 
whereby they unworthtly are vastly enriched, 
bot the kine rendered poor, and unable to sus- 
tain and detray the clarees of the govt. unless 
by impositions, heavy taxes and tributes laid 
upon his people, to the disinherison of his 
crowa, and the destruction of the reala—V 
By such encroachment of the sad abp. &e 
and by the counsel ef that fale justice ‘Tresy- 
lian, and Brembre the false knight of London, 
rey lave caused our lord the king to have 
eiven wway divers manors, lands, tenements, 
ostces, and bailiwicks, to divers other persons 
their croatures, and such as they could connie 
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in, and to others of whom they have, taken 
ereat gilts by way of brokage for that purpose, 
and to stand by them in their false suits and il} 
purposes, ‘to the great prejudice of the king 
and realin, sach as sir Rob. Mansel clerk, Jobn 
Blake, Thomas Usk, and divers others.—VI. 
The said duke, &c. encrvachiny to themselves 
the roval power, have caused the king to give 
very great gifts ‘of gold and silver, as well of 
his proper goods and jewels, as of the goods 
and treasure of the realn; as 10ths, 15ths, 

and other taxes, granted by divers parliaments, 
to be expended for the defence and safeguard 
of the kingdom, which yet to the value of 
100,000 marks have been lavished away upon 
the s:id duke of Ireland, and others. And 
though many good ordinances and laws have 
been made in parl. as well fur maintaining and 
carrving on of wars, as for the defence of the 
realin ; yet they have been by them disturbed 
and defeated, to the great dishonour and da- 
inage of the king and realm.—VII, By such en- 
cruachment, and the great gifts und brokages 
taken bv the said duke of Ireland, &c. it came 
tu pass that divers untit and insutticient persons 
were preferred to, and entrusted with the keep- 
ing aud govt. of divers garrisons, castles and 
countries involved in w ar, as in Guyenne and 
chewhere, both bevond and on this side the 
sea, whereby the said strong holds have been 
lust, the countries wasted, “and the people, 
fuithatinl sntbjects to the eyes destroved ; and 
great scigniories newly rendered into the hands 
and posre-sions of cnemies, without the assent 
of the realm, as the marches of Scotland, &c. 
to the disinherison of the king's crown, and 
the great loss of the kingdom, as in Harpeden 
and Craddock, and divers others.—VILL. By 
the same means, the said abp. and his fellow- 
traitors, have caused divers people to be dis- 
turbed and deprived of right and the common- 
lawot England, and put to intolerable delays, 

losses ‘and costs; and the statutes and judg- 
ments which righttuly for necessary causes 
have been made and mven in parl. have been 
reversed and annulled by the procurement of 
the said mualetactors and traitors; and all this 
because of the great vitts and broknages by 
them received of partics, to the grand mischief 
of the king and realm.—IX. The said abp. and 
other traitors have caused and counselled our 
lord the king, to grant charters of pardon of 
horrible felonies and treagons, as well against 
the stare of the king, as of the person injured 
and prosecuting > w hich thing 1s against the 
king, and the oath of the king. —X. Whereas. 
the said seignories of the land of Ireland are, 
and time out of mind have been, parcel of the 
crown of England ; and the people of Ireland, 
liege subjects to our lord the king, and his royal 
progenitors kings of Eneland, who in all their 
charters, writs, letters patents, and in all their 
seals, huve for the augmentation of their re- 
nown and royalty been entitled lords of Lre- 
land; yet the said abp, &c. as false traitors, by 
their said encroachiwnent, have caused and 
counselicd our lord the king, as much asin 
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him lies, to have granted and fully assented 
aod accorded, that the said Hobcrt de Vere, 
duke of Ireland, should be made king of Ire- 
land: and to compleat such their ill purpose, 
have advised and excited our said lord the king 
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finding no other remedy, did remonstrate to 
the king very fully, how he was ill-advised, 
and atiairs most perniciously managed by the 


_aforesaid traitors and mulefactors, declaring to 


to send his letters to our holy father the pope, . 
to grant, ratfy and confirm this their traiterous | 


design, without the privitv, or assent of his 
reaiin of England, and of the said land of 
Ireland, to the dividing the leciance of the king 
between his realm of England, and the said 
land of Ireland ; in diminution of his majesty’s 
honourable stile, and open disinherison of the 
crown of England, and tull destruction ofthe law- 
fal liege subjects of our lord the king, and of the 
said land of Ireland.—X1. Whereas by the 
Great Charter, and other good laws and usages 
of the reahin of England, no man is to be taken, 
Bor any prisoner put to death without the duc 
process of law; the said Nich. Brembre, the 
talse knight uf London, did take by night cer- 
tain prisoners, to the number of 22, out of the 
gaol of Newgute, some of them being indicted 
and appealed of felony, and some approvers in 
cases of telony, and some on suspicion of fe- 
lony, and carried them out of London into 
Kent, to a place called Foulhoke; and there 
encroaching on the royal power, and in deti- 
ance ot the said luws, as a tutor to the kine, 
did without any process of law, cause them all 
to he beheaded, except ene whio was appealed 
vf felony, by an approver, whoin he set at 
farce at the same time.—XIJ. The aforesaid 
abp. and other traitors have in small causcs 
taken great aifts in the name of the king, of 
divers parties, to maintain and abate thein in 
their suits and quarrels, and sometimes have 
played the ambo-dexters, and taken money of 
both sides.—ATIL. Whereas divers of the great 
lords, lovel subjects to the king, in divers par- 
liaments, secing the dangers, and apprehending 
the destruction threatening the king and realm, 
by means of the nuschiets of these maletactors, 
have moved to have good governance under the 
king, to avoid the said penls: the forenamed 
abp. and other traitors, by their encroach- 
mieuts and fatal influences, have so ordcred 
matters, that the king has not only been deat 
to all such persuasions, but also has command- 
ed some of those that moved it, to depart trum 
his council, and to speak no more of such mat- 
ters, nor touchms the good governance of the 
king and kingdum, on pain of death; to the 
great prejudice of tae kine and kinedom.— XIV. 
Whereas in the last parl. all the lords and 
other saves there assembled, (secing the loss 
and destruction of the king and realm, and the 

ers and mischiets aforesaid; and that the 
ae was departed from the council of the 
realm, and whoily abandoned himself to the 
counsels of the said maletactors and traitors ; 
by means whereof the French king had ships, 
anda roval power on the sea, ready to have 
arrived in England, the said realm, and the 
very language of England to destroy ; and that 
AO provision was made, or good governance 
takea fur the safety of the king nor realn,) 


him their wicked conditions ; and most hume 
blv beseeching him tor the satety of himself, 
and of all his realm, and avoiding the said im- 


' pending dangers, to forsake and: turn these 


| 
| 


traitors trom his presence and company, and. 
no longer to conduct hnnscif after their evil 
council; but to hearken to the sage, loyal, and 
discreet persons of his realm: whereupon the 
said abp., and other traitors, to defeat this 
wholesome advice of the parl. by their false 
council did then cause the king to command 
the mavor of London suddenly to levy a great 
power of the people of that city, to attack and 
put to death all the said lords and commons, 
except such as were of their cabal: at the 
execution of which villainy, the said great ma- 
Jefactors and traitors should be present and 
parties, to the scandal and great disservice of 
the kine and his realm.—AV. When the said 
abp. and other traitors perceived that the said . 
mavor and ened people of London, had openly 
refused in the presence of the king, to accom- 
plish such their treachery and lewd purposes, 
touching the murder of the said lords and 
commons: thev then by such their traiterous - 
encroachment talsely advised the king, and so 
far prevailed, that our lord the king did absent 
himself from his parl for many days, and did 
certity them, “ That he would never approach 
the said pari. nor commune with the said lords 
and commons touching the alfairs of the realin, 
tor anv dangcr, ivss, or mischiet that might 
happen to lim or his realm, unless he were 
trst assured by the said lurds and commons, 
that they would not say nor act any thing oa 
that parl. against any of the swid malefactors, 
save olly incthe process which was begun 
agamst Mich. de la Pole: all which was to the: 
disservice of the king and his realm, and con- 
trary to the ancient ordinance and hhberties of 
parl—XVI. The said lords and commons of 
the realin, atter they found the king’s wall by the 
mahenant counsel end excrement of the said 
abp. and other traitors to be such, that he 
would not suder any thing to be comménced, 
prosecuted, or dune agdast the sad maletac- 
tors and traitors; were pleased to acquiesce, 
and uot proceed therein auy further against his 
plensure. And otterwards in the said part. 
takine the advice and counsel of all the lords, 
judges, and other sages. and commons ot the 
sid purl. how the estate of the king and his 
rovalty might best be preserved from the pe- 
rils and inischicts afuresaid, could not find any 
apter expedient, than to ordain, that 11 of the 
loval and sage lords of the lund, should be of 
council tu the king for one year then next en- 
suinz: and that there should be made during 
that time, a statute and commission, whereby 
they shold have fuil and suiicient power to 
order matters for the yovt. of the king and of 
the realm, and what appertamed to the king, 
as well on this side as buvoud the scas: and ta 
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repel, repair, and trediess whatever should have | his realm, to the intent that the lords appoint- 
been ill done against the estate, houour and | cd-by the said ordinance, statute and commis-~ 
profit of the king and kingdoin, and ww do divers | sion, iight not confer and advise with hup 
vier things necessary tor the king aud realm, | touching the allairs of the realm: to the inter- 
as in the commission thereupon i:sued, and re- | ruption and hindrance of the purport and ef- 
mouining of record in chaucery, is contained, IssI 
And that no person should presume to counsel 
the king, or any way snove Lim against the said 
ordinance and stature, on pain of forleiting tor 
the Ist ottence, all their goods and chattels, and 
pan of death tor the 2nd: suck expedient and 
urdinance to be made, if it would so please the 


| 
great prejudice of the king and realm.—-XX. 
The said malefactors and trautors, after they 
had estranged both the person and good will 
ot the king, trom the said lords so: commission- 
ed, and that he esteemed them traitors and 
enemies; and that they had obtained the opi- 
king, and not otherwise. To which ordinance | nions of the judges suited to their wicked pur- 
or statute, all the judges of the lind agreed, | poses, did agree and design, that several of the 
and gave thew consent unto, and advice tor | lords, and also divers loyal commons, should be 
the same, us well in presence of the king, as of | first arrested and then indicted iu Londun and 
the lords. And also, our lord the king did | in Middlesex, and by false inquests attainted 
fully give lus assent to the same; and there- | of certdin treasons falsely imagined against 
upon the said ordinance, statute and cominis- | them, and so put to shameful death: to which 
siub, Were mnade and accorded unto by the as- | purpose they had procured an evil and false 
sent of dhe king, and of the said lords and | person of their conspiracy, called Thomas Usk, 
judges, and other sages and commons asscin- | to be under-sherifl, by whose means the said 
bled in that parl. tor the futety of the king, his | false inquests were to be taken, and the wicked 
royalty aud realin. And yet afier the end of | design accomplished by colour of law. And 
the suid park. the aforesaid traitors and inale- | fur the more compleat effecting thereot, they 
factors by such their evil cncroachments, falsely | caused the king to send his letters of credence 
and traitcrously did intorm the king, that the | by Johu Rypon, a false clerk, and one of their 
said ordinance, statute and commission were | crew, directed to the mayor of London, that 
made in derogation of his royalty; and that all | 
those who procured or advised the making 
thereof, or counselled the king to assent there- 
unto, were worthy of death as traitors to the 
king. —AVIL. ‘That after this, the said traitors, 
the abp. bp. &c. catised the king to assemble a 
council of certain of the lurds-justices and 
others, without the assent or presence of the 
suid lords of the great council, to whom they 
made many demands, and > very much suspi- 
cious, touching divers’ matrers, whereby the 
king; the lords and the common people have | 
been involved m= most grievous trouble, the 
whole realm disquicted, and the hearts of 
many Wathdrawn trom the king, saving their al- 
besiwce.—NVILE. To accomplish the said high- 
Geasonus, the sud traitors, the abp. Ac. enused | 
the Ling tou gu with some of therm throughout 
the maidst ef his reeling and to make the lurds, 
kuights, esqrs, and other good people, as well | 


others therein named, to be mdicted for. cer- 
tain treasens, in such manner as the said Nach. 
Brembre the false knight, and John Blake, 
who were thereof fully informed, should di- 
rect: by virtue of which letters of credence, 
Brembre and Blake carried to the mayor the 
said fulse indictment, commanding him on be- 
halfof the king, that to his power he should 
promute the same: and also they ordered, 
that a strong watch should be set, to seize the 
duke of Lancaster upon his first arrival —AXI. 
The said traitors having traiterously informed 
the king, that he should believe that the said 
urdinance, statute and commission, were made 
in derogation of his royalty and prerogative ; 
aid further persuade him, that the same was 
lade with an intention to degrade, and finally 
tu depuse our Jord the king: and perceiving 
that thercby he looked upon his loyal lords as 
aa cites aud boruvughs, as in other places, to | traiturs and cnemies; they yet further advised 
cuine betore him, aud there to becuine buund, | him, thut by all means possible, as well by the 
sunt by obligagon, Others by their oaths, to | power of his own liege people, as by the torce 
our sud lurd the king, ty be with hin against | of his enemies, the French and others, he 
all people, and tu accomplish the purpuse of ; should destroy and put to death the suid lords 
the king which at chat time was to accomplish | and others, that assented to the making of the 
the will and purposes uf the sud maictactuts | said ordinance, and that the same might be 
aod traitors, drawn in thereunte by their fuse | done so privily that none should know of it tll 
Contrivioces, tatteces and deceits: which -e- | it was done.—MAIL. In order to these treasons, 
curities and oaths were made agsinst the good by. their counsels they caused the king to send 
laws nad usages of the laud. and contrary to | letters to lis enemy the French king, some by 
the oath of the king, to the vreat dichonour or | Nich. Southwell, groom of his chamber, and 
the king and kingdom; by means of which | others, by other persons of base condition, as 
gaths su iniosced, the whole realm was cme | well abens as denizens, requiring and praying 
broded in great murmurs and trouble by the | the caid French king, that he would with all lis 
Said traitors, aad in danger to have sattered | power and counsel, aid and assist our lord the 
divers inportant mischicts.--. XIN. To infurce | king, to destroy and put to death the said lords 
their purposes, the said traitors caused the | and others, whom they had so falsely represent- 
kong tu absent lunseif in the furthest parts of | ed as traiturs, to the great disturbance of the 


fect of the said statute and comuinission,- and: 


he should seize the duke of Gloucester, and | 
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whole realm.—XXIII. That usurping to them- | tors and traitors, or any of them, on pain of 


selves royal power, they caused the king to pro- 
mise the I’rench king by his letters patents and 
messaves, forsuch his assistance, to accomplish 
the said treason and murder, to give and sur- 
render to the said French king, the town and 
castle of Calais, and divers other forts and 
places; as Brest, Cherburgh, and others, &c. 
to the great dishonour, trouble and prejudice 
of the realm.—AXI1V. That atter this traiterous 
contrivance, it was agreed between our lord 
tbe king and the French king, by the instiga- 
tion aid influence of these traitors, that a par- 
ley or interview should be had m the marches 
ot Calais, aud a truce of 5 years between the 
realms of England and France: at which in- 
terview, by treachery, the said lords and others 


whom the king took for traitors, attending hin 


thhther, should there be slain. In order tu 
which they procured several letters of sate con- 
duct from the said French king, for the said 
dake of Ireland's going into France, to accom- 
plish this ill purpose and treason, which ietters 
are rendy to be shewn.—AXV. That the said 
Bremnbre, by the assent and council of the said 
other traitors, did come into London, and with- 
out the assent or knowledge ot the king, did 
cause all the companies of the city to be sworn, 
to hold and pertorm divers matters, as they are 
contained in the said oath, which is of record 


in chancery: and amongst other things, that. 


they should hold with and maintain the will 
and purpose of the king to their power, against 
all that are or shall be rebels, or contrary to 
his person, or royal pleasure: and that they 
should be ready to destroy all those which do 


or shall purpose treason against our said lord | 


the king, in any manner; and he ready with 
their mayor to resist during lite, all such traitors, 
&c. At which time the king, by the mis-infor- 
mation of the said evil-duers and traitors, and 
by the false answers of the judges, did firmly 
hold the said lords and others, who assented to 
the making of the said ordinance, statute and 
commission, to be rebels, traitors, and enemies 
unto him: by all which, the said traitors cn- 
deavoured to stir up thesaid people of London, 
to destroy the said lords and other loyal subjects. 
—XAXVI. The said Brembre and other traitors 
tothe king and realm, usurping to themselves 
royal power, did of their own authority, with- 
ont any warrant from the king or Ins great 
coancil, cause proclamation to be made throngh 
the city of London, that none of the lege sub- 
jects of our Jord the king, should sustain, com- 
tort, or aid Tid. earl of Arundel and Surrev, 
one of the lords of the king’s great council, du- 


1 os er 6 . 
forfeiting all they had ; which was an eucroach- 


ment on the royal power.--NNVIILf. ‘The said 
abp. chief justice, and other traitors, caused the 
king to command his council to make certain 
persons throughout Fugland sheris, who were 
named to him by them the said traitors, with 
an intent to get such persons as they should 
name rcturned for knights of the shire to serve 
in part. and to keep ont trom thence gentle- 
men good and loyal, against the good laws aud 
custoins of the land.-—AALX. The said trattors, 
during the time that the king had so taken both 
parties into his protection as atoresaid, did 
falsely counsel and prevail with the king to | 
command by his letters’ divers knights and- 
esquires, sheriffs, and other ministers of several 
counties, to levy men, and assemble all them 
power, to join with the said duke of Ireland, 
against the said three lords now appealing, 
suddenly to make war upon and destroy thon. 
—XXX. Durins the tine of the same procec- 
tion, they caused the king by his royal letters, to 
signity to the said duke of Jreland, not only 
that he and others were appealed of treason as 
atoresaid; but also that he should have sufh- ~ 
cieut power to guard him, and come with han 
tothe king. And afterwar® caused him to 
write again to the said d. of Ireland, that be 
should take the field with all the forces he 
could assemble ; and that the king would mect 
with all his troops, and would expose and ven- 
ture his royal person: and that the king was 
in great peril for himself and his realm, unless 
succoured and ailed by the said duke: and 
thet the said duke should shew and declare to 
allthe people assembled with him, that the 
kine would bear and pay all debts and costs of 
the said duke of Ireland, and all that joined 
with him. By virtue of which letters, and the 
evil and traiterous instivation as well of the 
suid duke, as of his adherents and other trait- 
ors, the said duke of Ireland did actually levy 
and assemble. great. numbers of men at anns, 
and archers, as well of the counties of Lan- 
caster, Cheshire, and Wales, as of other places 
of the realm, in warlike manner, to destroy and 
put to death the suid lords, who had consented 
to the making the said ordinance, act of part. 
and commission, in dcteaice of the king and 
realm.—NAXI. That having thus traiterously 
levied forces, the said duke marched with them 
through the midst of England, and asurpig 
the royal power, did cause the king’s banner 
ty be displayed before him, contrary to the 
estate of the king, and of bis crown. In which 
inarch the said duke and his accomplices were 


ring the said commission: nor scli him any ar-! by the erace of God disturbed, and prevented 
> : ’ Pp 


mour, victuals, or other necessaries, on pain of 


being proceeded against as rebels, carrying 
about and shewing a patent of the king’s, but 
of another tenor; the better to compass such 
their false proclamation —XXVU. Vhey also 
eaused it to be cried and prociaimed in the city 
of London, that no person should he so hardy as 
to presume to speak any ill, or utter any word 
Pr.expression against them the said malefac- 
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from theirevil purposes. —AAAITL, That the sat 
duke of Ireland, by the counsel and abetment 
of the rest of the forenamed traitors, encrouch- 
ing to himself the royal power, without the 
usnal cominission of the king, or other suit 
cient warrant, did make himself justice of 
Chester, by hun and his deputies to hold there 
all manner of pleas of the crown, and there 
Upon to give Judgment and award cxecution : 
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and also caused divers original and judicial | liberation and advice, it was by the assent of * 


writs to be sealed with the great seal of the | the king. with their connnon accord declared, 
king in that behalf used: ard thereby come |“ That in so bich a crime as is lad in this ap- 
peiled a great part of the poate qi thuse coun- | peal, and which touches the person at the 
ties to join with him, or otherwise put some of | king, and the estates of this realm, and as per- 
them to grievous and tormenung death, im- | petrated by persons who are peers thercot, to- 
prisoned some, and seized the lends of others, | gether with others, the cause cannot be tricd 
ac. And ail this to muke war and destroy the | elsewhere, but in par]. nor by any other law, 
said lords, aud other joyal snvrects of the king, | or court, except that of parl.; and that it be- 
and against dhe detence of the realm.—NAXUIT. | longs to the lords of parl. and to their free 
That the swid traitors bave caused the king to} choice and liberty, by ancient custom of pari. 
grat great retinues to divers pcopie, and give | to be judges in such cases, and to jude of 
them badges and ensigus otherwise than ever | them by the assent of the king; and thus it 

shall be done in this case, bv award cf par. 


was used lu the tinie of any of bis progenitors ; 
and this with desiza to gain greater power to ac- | because the realm of Hoyland is not, nor ever 
was (neither 13 it the mtent of the king, and 


complish their treasons.—XNALV. Fully to corm- g, 
plete all such their before-mentioned and other | lords of pail. that it shall ever be) ruled or go- 
trcasons, and to make the king wholly confide | verned by the law civil; and therefore it 1s not 
in, and rely upon them and thew counsels, they | their intent, otherwise to proceed in so hich 
caused the king tw cail before him divers jus- | a case as this appeal, which cannot be tried 
or determined any where else than in parl. ; 


tices and people of the law; that is to sav, 
Rob. Tresihan, Robert Belknap, John Cary, | since the process or order used in inferior 
ix | courts, is only as they are entrusted with the 


John Holt, Roger VPidchorp, Win. Burgh, six ; 
execution of the ancient laws und customs of 


justices, John Luchtan, serjeant at law, and 
Jobn Blake: of whom he did by the contri- | the realm, and the ordinances and establish- 
vancc of the said traitors, demand, Whether the | ments of parl.; and it was the judgment of the 
before-mentioned act of parliament and com- | losds of park. by assent of the king, that this 
mission were mile in derogation of his royalty | appeal was well and duly brought, and the 
and prerogative, or not? and several other | proccss upon the same was good and effectual, 
questions ; to which they answered in manner } according to the laws and course of parliament, 
and by which they will award and judge it.” 


and turm betore set forth,” &c. 
[Proceedings thercupon.] This Impeachment | Upon this, the Appellants again moved the 
ras exhibited the 3d or Peb. being the Ist day | king and lords to record their dcfanlt; and 
of the pari. when the lords Appeilants also atiirm- | that Nich. Brembre, who was the only person 
ed, “ They were ready to prove every article | in custody, might be brought to answer. ‘Then 
of it, as should be awarded in parl. to the ho- | the other persons appealed were again sum- 
moned to come in and make answer, but they 


nour of God, and the advantage and profit of 
the king, and the whole realin.” Whereupon | did not appear; nevertheless the king and lords 
took time to deliberate till the 5th of Feb, at 


all the persons appealed, were, by command 
which time the said Appellants again praved, 


of the king and lords, solemnly summoned in 1 
the great hall at Westuunster, as also at the | that the default of the Appealed might be re- 
s of the said palace, to come in and answer | recorded; which was done accordingly. After 
which, the. abp. of Canterbury, in behalf of 


the said Ap: ellants; but upon their non-ap- 
arance. the said duke and lords Appellants | himself, and all other the- suffragan bishops, 
with the abbots, priors, and other prelates, 


pert that their default, might be recerded. 
holding of the king by barony, made protesta- 


en, upon the said Appellants alledging, 
that the accused had full notice of the said ap- | tion, and delivered it m writing, “ Vor the 
saving of their right of peerage, and sitting 


peal, aud the king and lords being satisfied it 

was 50, by reason they did not appear, their | and voting in parl. notwithstanding they could 

default was recorded accordingly ; whercupon | not now be there, by reason of certain matters 

the said duke and earls Appellants praved the | then in agitation, at which, by the canons, 

king and lords, ‘ that they might be adjudged | they could not be personally present.” The 
like protestatfon was made by the bps. of 


and convicted of the treasons contained in the 
said appeal.” Then the king corumanded the | Durham and Carlisle; which protestation being 
at the instance of the abp. and other prelates, 


lords to examine the articles severally, which 
they did with great labour and diligence, until | read in full parl. was by the command of the 
the 13tn of February. king, and assent of the lords temporal, entered 
During Uus interval, the justices, serjeants, | in the rolls of parhament, See Rot. Purl, 
and ather sages of the law, beth of the ream | Na. 9 et 10, 
and of the civil Jaw, were charvec by the kine On the iuth of Feb. the king and lords of 
to give their fuiddul advice to the lords of | parl, being met aeain in the Whitehall, the 
parl. how they ought to prececd im the sud | sid Appellants prayed, that the last defiuult 
appeal, Who answered, “That taey well un- | of the said abp. duke, and earl, with Rob. 
derstocd the tenor of ihe said appeabs and} ‘Tresilian, should be recorded. ‘Then the per- 
sons accused being again summoned, the thind 


9 
afiinned, thal ab Was nol mace ner brouabs ac- 
cording asthe gne low or uther required, Upon time, und not appearing, the lords procecded 
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the articles therein contained, were treason, 
as the 1st, 2d, 10th, 11th, 14th, 16th, 17th, 
22d, 23d, 24th, 29ch, 30th, and 31st articles ;” 
and then upon due information of their con- 
sciences they pronounced the said abp. duke, 
and earl, with Rob. ‘Tresilian, “ to be notori- 
ously guilty of cach of the said articles that 
coucerned them; and that they were also 
culpable in all the rest of the articles cuntaited 
mm the said appeal, not yet declared treason.” 
Then in presence of the king, and lords ‘as- 
seinbled, at the ‘day and place aforesaid, the 
suid duke and earls Appellants prayed the king, 
and lords there present, ‘“‘ That the persons so 
appealed, as aforesaid, should be, adjudged 
convicted of the High Treason contained in the 
said deed _ Wherefore the said lords of 
par. there present, as judges of parl. in this 
case, by assent of the king, pronounced their 
sentence, and did adjudye the said abp. duke, 
and earl, with Rob. ‘Tresilian, so appealed as 
aforesaid, ‘to be guilty and convicted of trea- 
son, and to be drawn and hanged as traitors, 
and enemies to the king and kingdom, and that 
their heirs should be disinherited for ever,’and 
their lands and tcnements, goods and chattels, 
forteited to the king; and that the temporali- 
ties of the abp. of York should be taken into 
the king’s hands ;” and hecause the like case had 
not been seen in the kingdom, concerning the 
person of an abp. or bp. the lords would ad- 
vise by the asseut of the king what they should 
best do, for the honour of God, and of boly 
church, and the safety of the laws of the land, 
about him. 

lben the duke and earls Appellants prayed 
that sir Nich. Breanbre might be brought to 
answer, and on Monday the 17th of Feb. the 
constable of the tower brought him into the 
pal, where the articles of appcal were read 
betore hun, to which he pleaded not guilty in 
anv point, and said, “ he was there ready to 
make good what he suid by his body, as a 
knight ought to do.” The lords answered, 
“ Battle did not lie in that case, and that they 
would examine the articles touching the said 
Nicholas, and teké true information by all 
truc, necessary and convenient ways, that their 
consciences might be truly directed what judg- 
ment to give in this case, to the honour of God, 
the advantage and profit of the king, and his 
kingdom, and as they would answer it before 
a according to the course and law of 


On the 19th of Feb. sir Rob. Tresilian was 
taken, being concealed in an spothecary’s 
house in Palace-gard, and brought into pari. ; 
who being asked if he had any thing to say 
which had happened since judgment had passed 
upon him, why execution should not be done? 
and he having nothing to say, it was commanded, 
“ That he should be carried to the Tower, and 
from thence dy.wn.upon a hurdle through the 
city of London, to the gallows at Tyburn, and 
there to hang by the neck; and that the exee 
cution should be done upon him by the marshal 

qigiand, taking to his assistance the mayor, 
~ VoL. 1, 
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sheriffs and aldermen of London:” and he was 
executed the same day accordingly. . 

On the 20th of Feb. sir Nich. Brembre was 
brought into parl. and the lords upon diligent 
examination, due proof and information, tound 
him also guilty of high treason, and they a- 
warded by assent of the king, “ That as a © 
traitor, and open enemy to the king and king- 
dom, he should be drawn and hanged, his heirs 
for ever disherited, and his lands and tene- 
ments, goods and chattels forfeited to the king.” 
He was executed on the same day accord- 
ingly, and in the same manner as was sir 
Rob, Tresilian. 

Resolution .of Parl. for saving the King’s 
honour.) It was then resolved to be the in~ 
tention of the lords of parl. spiritual and tem- 
poral, as well the lords Appellants, as all others, 
and by them agreed, “ That cynsidering the 
tender age of the king before that time, and 
the innocency of his royal person, nothing con~ 
tained in the appeal, nor in any article thereof, 
nor in the judgment given, should be accounted 
any fault or dishonesty in his person, in any 
manner, for the causes abovesaid,-nor should ° 
turn in prejudice of his person by any contri- 
vance or interpretation whatever ; but that the 
false treason and default abovesaid, should be “ 
charged upon the appealed, and that the judg- 
ments given against them should have full force 
and virtue, notwithstanding any thing that 
could be said or alledged to the contrary.” 

Sir Rob. Belknap, chief justice, and others 
sua On the 2d of March, sir Rob. 
Belknap, fate chief justice of the common 
bench, sir Roger Fulthorp, sir John Holt and 
sir Win. Burgh, late his companions of the 
same bench: sir Jobn Cary, late chief baron 
of the exchequer, and John Lockton, late ser- 
jeant to the king, were accused and impeached 
by the cominons in pari. “ for putting their 
hands and seals to the questions and answers 
given at Nottinghain as aforesaid, by the pro- 
curement of the said appealed and convicted 
persons of treason, to cover and afhrm their 
high treasons, &c. a copy whereof was exhibited 
and read before thein, and tuat questions were 
answered, as was surmised by the commons in 
the said copy ;” to which the Appealed replied, 
“ ‘They could not deny, but that the questions . 
were such as were then asked them, but the 
answers were not such as they put their seals 
to.” But sir Rob. See apres in parti- 
cular, “ That the abp. of York, in his chamber 
at Windsor, told him, that he had devised and 
drawn up the commission and statute, whereby 
the govt. was wholly taken out of the king's 
hends, and that he therefore hated him above 
all men, and that if he found not some way to 
make void the said statute and commission, he» 
should be slain as a traitor.” He answered, - 
“© That the intention of the lords, and such as 
assisted at the making of them, was, that 
should be for the honour and goad govt. of the 
state of the king and kingdom :: that he. twice 
parted from the eu eer, ssalizfied, god was in . 
oT ef bis life, andsaid these answers pro- 
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cceded not from his good will, but were made 
against his mind, and were the eflects ct the 
threats of the abp. of York, duke of Treland, 
and earl of Suttulk; and that he was sworn 
and commanded in the presence of the king, 
upon pin of death. to conceal this mutter, as 
tue council of the king ” and praved for the 
love of God he might have a gracious and 
mercitul judement. Sir John Holt alledved 
the same matter of excuse, and inade the 
suine prayer, soo did Sir Win. Burgh and sir 
John Cary; who all inade the same excuse, 
and the s cme requests, as did also sir Ruwor 
Fulthorp and Johir Lockton serjeant at Jaw. 
To all which the conimons answered, © ‘1 hey 
were taken and holden tor saees m the haw, 
and the kine’s will was, that they should janie 
answered thie questions as the Taw was, and 
nor otherwise, as they did, with desiga and 
under colour af law, to miGElieE and destroy 
the lords, and loyal Jicaes, who were aiding 
wad assisting 1 ‘making the commission and 
statute in the last part. ‘for the good govt. of 
the state of the king and kinedom;” and 
theretore the commons prayed they mav be 
adjudged, convicted and attainted as traitors. 
Upon whch the lords temporal took tane to 
examine the matter and circumstances of: it ; 
“and for that they were present at the 
making of the said statute and commission, 
which ‘they knew were contrived for the ho- 

rour of Ged, and tor the good govt. of the 
staic of the king and whole kingdom: and 
that it wis the king's will they should not have 
otherwise auswered them than ac cordiig to 
law, and had answered as befure:” they were 
by the lords temporal, by the assent of the 
king, adjudged © to be drawn and hanged as 
traitors, their heirs disherited, aud their lands 
aud tenements, gnods und chattels, to be tur- 
teited to the king.” 

The next day John Blake and Tho. Usk 
were brought ito parl.; and first John Blake 
Wis tnpeached by the commons, “ that being 
retained of council tor the king, he drew up 
the questions, to which the justices made an- 
swer, aud contrived with the persons sppealed, 
that the lords, and other the bes lovial liewes 
that caused the said commission and statute: to 
be mrde in the last parl. should be indicted in 
Joudon and Middlesex for treason; and that 
they should be arrested and traiturously and 
tvickedly murt! hered; and that he was aiding 
and advising in the treasons aforesaid, with U; e 
Appealed already exec uted. ” ‘Then Tho. Usk 
was accused “ fur procuring himeelf to be made 
uader-sherif of Middlesex, to the end to cause 
the said lords and loval lieges to be arrcsted 
and indicted, as had been seid betore, and 
was aiding and: counselling the appeal doin 
. the treasons aforesaid.” John Blake: answered, 
* that he was retained of counscl for the king, 
by lis cemmand, and sworn to keep secret Isis 
avhiees and whatever he did it was by the 
hinw’s command, whom he ought to obey 
und Dho. Tsk gave the same answer, W me 
upou the lurds temporal touk deliberation un- 


eee ate A A A a ae ep + np scar er wane See me ep A EP Me te 


til the morrow, when the said John and Tho- 
mias were egain brought into parliament; and 
the lords pronounced them guilty of the things 
whereof they were accused. And, “ whereus 
thev alledgced for their excuse the king’ 5 com- 
inand, it mmade the crime the greater “tor that 
they knew well that the persons appealed and 
condemned had encruached to themselves 
roval power; and it was their command and 
not the kiny’s.” Then the lords awarded, by 
assent of the king, ¢ that they should both be 
hanged and drawn, as traitors and open ene- 
mies to the king and kingdom, and their heirs 
dishertted for ever, and their lands and tene- 
ments, goods and chattels, forfeited to the 
kine :” and thev were exc ented the same day. 

On the 6th of March, sir Rob. Belknap, sir 
Rover Fulthorp, sir Jotun Holt, sir Wim. Burgh, 
ir John Cary and John Jockton, were brought 
into the parl. and the lords were satistied, 
that they were ar the inaking of the said 
commission and statute in the last parl. and 
sir Jubn Cary knew well they were made to the 
honour of God, and the good govt. of the state 
of the king and the whole kingdom,’ "and so on, 
as in ‘the other processes and they had judg- 
ment again passed upon them as betore. But 
at that very time came in the abp. of Canter- 
bury, and all the bps. of both provinces, and 
prayed the lords temporal, “ that the exccu- 
tion as to their lives might be respited, s0 that 
they wight obtain their lives of the king :” who 
thereupon ordered execution should be stayed, 
and granted them their lives, But as to the 
other part of their sentence, “ that was to re- 
main in force, and their bodies to be im prison 
during the kine’s pleasure; uutil by advice of 
the lords he should direct otherwise.” 

Lie Br. of Chichester and others empeached. | 
ne sarne diay ‘Tho. Rushooke, bp. of Chiches- 

the king's confessor, was impeached and 

ae by the commons, “ that he was pre- 
sentatthe places and times when the said 
questions were put.to the justices, &c. and the 
answers miude, and excited them by threats to 
answer as they did, and knew the talse pur- 
poses and treasons ‘designed by the trattors ad- 
judeed, and aided and assisted them, and 
would not make discovery to any of the lords 
that caused the said cammission to be made 
last parl. whereby remedy might have been 
had for the satety of the king and kingdoin.” 
Yo which the bp. answered, § that of his own 
free wall he hiad not exited them to do or say 
any thing; aud futher said, “ they were not 
excited or charged to sav any thing but what 
the law was; and touching the concealment 
of the treason, he had made such assurance as 
he could not discover.’ And said further, 
“ that the traitors were about the king, and - 
had such power over him before, that he had 
not so great interest in the king, as to prevent 
those mischicis that now came upon him.” 
Phe commons repiicd, * he had upon the mat} 
ter contessed hin sclt culty, and prayed he 
might be attainced”” TU pon this answer of the 
Ly) 


' 
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i bp. die replication of Use commons, and all 
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circumstances of the accusation, the lords took | Betknap and sir Rager Fulthorp to be allowed 
uuie tu give such judzment es might be Jor | 40/. a year; sit Ja. Holt and Wm. Bargh 40 
the honour of God, and prolit of the king and | 


kingdom. 
On the 12th, Simon Burley, J. Beauchamp 
of Holt, J. Salisbury, and J. Berners, knights, 


bem brought into parl, they were at the in- 


sauce of the cammons impeached. ‘Phe arti- 
cles exhibjted against them were 16; the first 
art. in the appeal was the first art. in the for- 
mer impeachinent. In the 2nd art, they were 
accused “ as traitors and enemies of the king- 
dom, tor that they knew of all the treasons in 
the appeal mentioned, and that they were 
ding, assisting, counselling, and asseyting to 
all the traitors attainted; and that Simon 
Burley and J. Beauchamp were principal act- 
ors mall the said treasous.” In the 8th art. 
they were accused. tor conspiring and de- 
signing with the 5 persons appealed, to destroy 
and put to death those who were assenting to 
the making of the said commission and statute 
mthe last parl.” To which they all pleaded 
not guiltv. “Phe commons replied, © they 
were cuilty;” and the lords took time to exa- 
mine and consider the nnpeachmeat. Upon 
tus, and the bp. of Chichester’s impeachment, 
the lords temporal adjourned till the Sth of 
May, when sir Simon Barley being brought 
ita the parls was by the lords, after due and 
sufficient examination and information, found 
culty of treason. Besides the articles betore- 
menuoned, he was charged “ with advising the 
king to entertain in his houschould yreat num- 
hers ofaliens, Bohemians, and others; and to 
give them larve gifts out of the revenues and 
profits of the realm, whercby the king is 
ercatly impoverished, and the peaple atherwise 
oppressed.” = For which he was sentenced to 
be drawn and hanved, and his head cut off; 
and all his lands and tenoments, goods and 
chattels, to be forfeited to the king, But his 
Inaj. remitted his drawing, hanging, and quar- 
tering, because he was a knight of the order 
orthe garter; so his head was only severed 
irom Ins body the same day upon Tower-lill, 
J. Salisbury, J. Reauchamp, and J. Berners, 
kihts, had the same judgment as sir Simou 
Burley, but the tve latter were beheaded. 

Lhe Bp. of Chichester and the Judges ba- 
wisted.] At the same time was the bp, of Chi- 
chester sent for into parl. where the lords tem 
ee found him guilty of treason, as it was 
aid in the impeachment; and by assent of tlie 
hing, they awarded his hetrs, should be dishe- 
rited, lis lands, tencments, goods, and chat- 
tels forfvited to the king, and the temporalitics 
of his bishoprick seized into the king’s hands; 
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inarks a vear; sir Jn, Cary and Jn. Locikttoa 
o0/, a year of the king’s gitt, and cach of then 
to have two servants to wait on them; aad 
that the bp, of Chichester should have ani 
ally 40 marks for his sustenance durmz his 
lite, if any of his friends would give at him.” 
Petitions of the Commons.| ‘Vhen upon 2 
petition of the commons, “ the said ordinance 
and commission male the last year were cous 
firmed, and likewise all that was done in that - 
parl, and also what the duke of Gloucester, 
earls of Warwick, Arundel, Derby, and mare 
shal, or any of them had done, or aay of their 
company, or their adherents, or any oF them, 
by their asseimblings, ridings, or marehing in 
ins, appeals, or pivsulis, as things done to 
the honour of God, the satety of the king, 
maintenance of his crowa, aad support of ihe 
whole kingdom; and also in purstuinee of the 
same petitien, had a full pardon for all thnugs 
that they had done or committed.” Upoa a 
2nd petition, all those that had been of the 
retinue, Company, aid, Counsel, usseut, Or ad- 
herence of them that were attameed or judsed 
ia this park, for all thiaus they lad done weee 
pardoned, except those therem named.” A 
3rd petition was delivered by them im the 
same parl, “ that the appeals, pursuits, accu- 
sations, process, judgments, and executivas 
inude and given an tis park shold be ap- 
proved, aitirmed, aud) cstavushed, notwitle 
standing the lords spiritual were ascent; and 
that by imaination, interprctaden, or any 
other means, none of the same be reversed, 
broken, or annulled in anyniuner; and who- 
soever should endeavour to break, annul, or re- 
verse any of them, should be adjudzed to have 
execution as a traitor, provided always that 
this acceptance, approbation, attirmance, and 
vstablishineut, touching appeals, pursuits, ac- 
cusations, process, judgments, and executions 
be in force in this case only, and that they be 
not drawn into example or consequence for 
the future, And divers points were declared 
for treason in that parl. which were not des 
clared by statute beture; yet no justice should 
have power to vive judgment in other cascs of 
treason, nor in other manner, than they had 
before the bevinning of this parl’?) | Another 
petition was, “ that none of the traitors ar 
tainted by the appeal or accusations of the 
commons who were then alive, should ever he 
restored to the law, by pardon, or any other 
manner, saving the grace and pardon that was 
nade in this porl.; and any one that should 
endeavour to have such a thing done, should 


he judged, and lave execution as a traitor.” 
The Answer to all these petitions was, ‘ that 
the king, by the assent uf the lords and com- 
mons, eranted their petitions in all points, and 
willed his graut should be firm and stable, ac- 
cording to the contents of the petutions, with- 
out blemish for ever.” 

The King renews his Coronation Oath.J— 
Then the commons prayed’ the king, “ Qhet 


hut as to his person, the lords wauld advise 
what to do, fur the honour of God, and holy 
church, and the safety of the state of prelacy, 
and of the laws of the land, Then, it was re- 
solved, “ that this bp. sir Rob. Belknap, sir 
Rover Fulthorp, sir Jn. Holt, sir Wm. Burgh, 
sir Jn. Cary, and Jn. Luckton, should be ull 
sent into [reland, to several castles and places, 
there to rain during their lives, Sir Rob. 
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for the securing of peace and quiet for the fu- 
ture in all parts of the nation, that he would 
please to renew his Coronation-Oath, and that 
the prelates might renew their fealty, and the 
lords temporal their homage, notwithstanding 
they had done it before; which was also as- 
sented to.” The preparation and introduction 
to this great ceremany, was with the mass of 
the Hol -Ghost, sung in the church of Westm. 
on the 3d of June, being the 21st day of the 

arl, After mass was ended, and a sermon 
preached by the abp. of Canterbury, the king 
of his tree will renewed his Coronation Oath 
with great solemnity in the said church; at 
which time the vlites swore fealty to him, 
and the tem ral ianis did him homage ; and 
then the prelates, lords and commons openly 
took a new oath, as followeth: * You shail 
éwear that you Will not assent, nor suffer, as 
much as in you lies, that any judyment, sthtute 
or ordinance made in this present parl. shall in 
any manner be.annulled, reversed, or appealed, 
in any time to come; and further, that you 
will support the good laws and usages of the 
kingdom, and to your power firmly keep and 
Cause to be kept the good peace, quiet and 
tranquillity of the kingdom, without isturbing 
it in any manner. So God you help, and the 
holy Saints.” Then the abp. of Canterbury, 
an oe excommunicated all such as should 
break the peace and quiet of the realm, and do 
contrary to this oath, which was not only taken 
by every niember of both houses, but also im- 
posed upon all gentlemen, and dignified per- 
sons of the clergy in all countics in England ; 
and upon all the mayors, bailiffs and aldermen 
of cities, boroughs, and towns, by the king’s 
writ, directed to the sheriff; and one special 
commissioner to udminister it. Thus ended 
this famous parl. after a Jonger session than any 
we have yet met with, having sat, with a short 
prorogation, near 5 months. The lords and 
cominons gave their most humble thanks to the 
king for his great justice done; and his ma}. 
by the chanc. returned the compliment for 
their liberal grants. Atter which, the knights 
and burgesses were ordered to sue out writs 
for their expences. . 

A new Purliument called.] The king thonght 
fit to cal! another purl. to meet on the 9th of 
Scpt. at Cambridge. I. this parl. there was 
granted to him half a 10th trom the clergy, 
and half'a 15th from the laity, inorder to carry 
on the war against Scotland tor the next year, 
Mr. Collier says a 15th was given by the laity 
this parl. on condition the clergy would prant 
a 10th, But, that the abp. and his suffragans, 
looking upon this precedent as a new incum- 
brance upon their property, refused to be tied 
to it. Upon which the conditional clause was 
thrown out of the bill. There were also seve- 
ral new statutes made for the common benefit 
of the people, and others renewed which had 
been enacted in the time of Edw. III. parti- 
cularly the statutes of labonrers and day-ser- 
vants; of ba-luis and all sheriff's officers ; of 
prov:sOrs against going out of the land to the 
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; pope, to procure the grant of any benefices in 
sngland without the king’s leave, on penalty of 
being put out of. his protection ; against beg- 
gars; and against riding armed, and giving of 
liveries to great retinues; and, lastly, about 
regulating apparel suitable to every man’s dis- 
tinct rank and qnality, ‘ This last affair,” 
Knyghton says, “ was absolutely necessary at 
that time; for there was so much pride amongst 
the common people in vying with one another, 
in dress and ornaments, that it was scarce 
possible to distinguish the poor from the rich, 
the servant from the master, or a priest from 
another man.” 

A new Parliament called.| On the 6th of 
Dec. 1389, writs were issued out for calling a 
parl. to meet at Westminster, in Jan. follow- 
ing. Wm. of Wickham, bp. of Winchester, 
the new lord chanc. by the king’s command, 
opened the cause of the summons to the 
estates, “ declaring the king to be of full age, 
.and that he intended to govern his people in 
peace and quiet; to do justice and right to all 
men; and that both clergy and laity should 
enjoy all their liberties. He further told them, 
that the kingdom being environed with ene- 
mies in France, Spain, and Guienne, on one 
side, and Scotland and Ireland of the other, it 
was now their business to consult which way 
peace was to be had, or a proper defence made 
against them. Likewise, how an.aid was to be 
had to sustain the charges thercof, without 
which nothing could be done.’ On the 20th 
of Jan. the bp. of Winchester delivered up the 
seals of his office to the king, befure both 
houses ; as did also the bp. of st. David’s, bein 
treasurer, the keys of the exchequer; an 
prayed that they might be discharged. After 
which resignation, it was openly declared, in 
full parl. that if any person could justly com- 
plain of any illegal action, or any thing done 
amiss by them in their several offices, they 
might freely do it. But when both the lords 
and commons answered, “ that they knew no- 
thing amiss against them, and that they had 
behaved themselves well in their respective 
offices,” the king, thereupon, dehvered back 
the seal and the keys of the exchequer, to the 
aforesaid bps. and again received all those to 
be his counsellors that were so before, together 
with his uncles of Lancaster and Gloucester. 
However, he thought proper to make a protes- 
tation “ that, for any thing then donc he would 
keep, or remove, any of those counsellors at 
his pleasure.” 

In this parl. the king created John duke of 
Lancaster, duke of Aquitain in Normandy, to 
hold the said dukedom of the king, saving only 
to his maj. as king of France, the direct domi- 
nion, superiority, and resort of the said dutchy. 
The ceremony was performed in full parl. by 
investing him with a cap,a coronet, and a ducal 
rod. ‘The duke paid homave to the king, and 
humbly thanked him for the great honour he 
did him; but at the same time declared, that 
though he could not matntain the state of the 
dukedom, iu time of war, withoutathe aid of 
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the king and realm, however he would do what | fune Statute was rade against the church and 


he could, to the utmost of his power. Where- 
upon the king told the duke, that the charges 
should be born as he and his council could 
agree. To which the commons willingly as- 
sented. At this time also, by consent of part. 
the king created Edw. eldest son to the duke 
of York, earl of Rutland; and gave him, to- 
wards the support of this dignity and during 
his father’s life, 800 marks yearly, issuing out 
of the castle, town and demesnes of Okeham 
in that county, with the office of sheriff. 

The two abps. of Canterbury and York, for 
themselves and the whole clergy of their pro- 
vinces, made protestation, in open parl. that 
they neither intended or would assent to any 
statute or law to be made against the pope’s 
authority ; which protestation, at their request 
was entered upon the roll. In this parl. the 
court of Rome had also some shackles put upon 
statute of Provisors, made 25 Fdw. IIT. was 
revived, and a penalty laid on him that should 
accept a benefice contrary to that statite. 
Likewise, a forfeiture awarded against any who 
should bring a summons, or excommunication, 
against any person on the provisors, and on a 
prelate for executing of it. — 

A Subsidy granted. | 
sidy granted of 40s. on every sack of wool; of 
which 10s. should go to supply the king’s pre- 
sent occasion ; and the other 30s. to be re- 
served in the hands of commissioners appointed 
by parl. not to be expended unless the neces- 
sity of the war required it. There was also 
granted to the ae this parl. for one year, 
of every sack of wool from a denizen 11. Qs. 8d. 
of every alien 11. 18s. 4d. of every last of skins 
from an alien 3I. 18s. 4d. from a denizen, fur 
every 240 wool-fells 1]. 13s. 4d. froin an alien 
il. 16s. 8d. on every tun of wine, imported or 
exported 6d.—See Cotton’s Abridg. p. 332. — 

A Parliament called.| The king summoned 
a pari. to meet at Westminster on the 12th 
Nov. 1890. The bp. of Winchester, Id. chanc. 
informed ‘them, ‘“ That the chief cause of the 
summons was concerning a truce made with 
France, and towards Candlemas the king 
would send commissioners over to treat of a 
final peace.” He said, “‘ That the Scots had 
been.moved to come into this truce, which 
they, refused; so there was nothing but war to 
be expected from thence ; the charges where- 
of, with that of Ireland, keeping the king’s for- 
tresses abroad,‘and the seas at home, were so 
great, that the king could by no means with- 
out their aid sustain it. Wherefore he desired 
them to consult about these Neral aS 
well as the making ordinances for good laws, 
Ac.” Accordingly, chey doa to the king 
one half 10th from the clergy, and a whole 
15th from the laity, to go towards the expences 
of the duke of Lancaster; who set out in the 
lent following, in order to meet the French king 
at Amiens, according to appointment, and treat 
about a lasting peace. | | 

Statute for restraining the Riches of the 
Clergy. jan this parl. says Knyghton, “ a pro- 


There was also a sub- 


the priesis thereof, viz. ¢ That no ecclesiasti- 
cal person should be capable to take and pos- 
sess any bequest of manors, glebe, houses, 
lands or any other rents or possessions, with- 
out a special licence from the king, ‘and the 
capital lords thereof.’ And this statute,” adds 
he, ‘ extended as well to parish-churches, 
chapels and chantrics, as to abbies, priories, 
and all sorts of monasteries; likewise to citi- 
zens, burgesses, townsmen and villagers, whe 
had any such rents in their possession for the 
uscs aforesaid. For it was the custom in those 
days, that when any person wanted to bestow 
something upon the church, in order to save 
the trouble and expence of a licence, and at 
the same time to avoid the penalty of the 
Mortmuain act, they used to leave it to certain 
persons, whom they could trust, undér whose 
names the church enjoyed the full benefit of 
the bequest. But by this statute it was en- 
acted, ¢ That if any person or persons, what~- 
sover, priest or layman, held any such man- 
ors, rents, lands, &c. for such uses, and did 
not take a licence for them from the king and 
the capital lords of such possessions, accord- 
ing to the statute of Mortmain before Michael- 
mas next coming, that then all such lands, &c. 
should be absolutely forfeited to the king and 
the said capital lords; and they might enter 
upon, seize and possess the same for ever.” 

Statute of Appropriation.] An act was alse 
passed this session, which has since done great 
service to the clergy; namely, that of Appro- 
priations. Before this parl. it was lawtul to 
appropriate the whole fruits and profits of any 
benefice to a religious house, upon condition 
that the abbot or prior took care to have the 
cure tolerably supplicd by his monks or friars 
of the house. This bred many inconveniences ; 
as that hospitality was neglected, the churches 
and rectonies dilapidated, and ministers very 
often wanting; of which grievances the com~ 
mons complained, and procured this 
‘ That in every licence to be made hereafter im 
chancery, for the appropriation of any church, 
the bishop of the diocese should have power 
to reserve a convenient sum of money out of 
the fruits and profits of it, to sustain the poor 
parishioners of the said church, and to endow 
a perpetual vicar sutlicicntly to supply the cure 
of souls.” 

A Parliament calied.| A Parl. was called to 
mect at Westminster, on the 3d of Nov. 1392. 
At which meeting the abp. of York, Thos, 
Arundel, chancellor of England, declared the 
cause to be for “ to consider how to raize the 

rice of wools, then too much debased ; and 
ie the wars might be maintained after the 
expiration of the truce. Lastly, in regard to 
the statute of Provisors, that the holy tather 
might no longer be deprived of wh jonged 
to him; concluding with these wogdg, Iteddite 
qu@ sunt cwxsaris cesari, £4 gue sunt je deo.” 
To this last affair, the commons, for the great 
confidence they reposed in the king, grahted 
that he, by the advice of his lords, might make 
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anv alteration, touching the statue of Prove 
fors, us to him secmed good, till the meeting 
of the next park; but so as that statute miele 
‘not be repealed In any arucle, por none dis- 
turbed in Ins lawful pos-cssion. With this pro- 
test, “ thatas thea assent to this was indeed 
a novelty, they prayed that it micht be no ex- 
ample.” Jhe lords and commons granted to 
the king halfa doth and half'a 15th; with one 
othe: whole 10th, as it iy called, and one: Loth, 
conditionally, thatar the king went not per- 
sonally into Trance or Scotland against his 
enemies, or that peace was made, ‘then the 
siid subsidies should remain to be employed 
upon the sole deienee of the realm. ‘the 
commons also in open parl. declured, “ that if 
any trace or treaty of peace was undertaken 
with the king’s eneancs, it was proper the 
duke of Aquitain, as the most honourable, 
should go to the sine treaty.” The king ane 
swered,. is that he desired the same, if the 
duke pleased ;” Which he consented to very 
readily. On the 2nd of Dec. which was. the 
Jast day of their sitting, the lords and commons 
desired the king that “he would as largely enjoy 
his prerosative as any of his predecessors ever 
did, notwithstanding anv stature to the con- 
trary; and particularly that made at Glouces- 
te: in the time of king Edward U. which they 
now repealed. 

A Parliament called] Early in 1595, the 
king held a park. at Winchester, when the bp. 
ot York opcaed the session by deck: wing, that 
it was called for tivo great causes, “ the: first 
was, that whether there was war or peace, or 
any new Icague made between the king and 
his adversaries, yet he was in great nece SSIEY 
for money to discuarge his debts, the raising of 
which was to be their prineipal care. ‘The 
Next was, to provide some remedy touching 
the statute of Provisors, for avoiding any dis- 
putes between the pope, the hing, and his 

reabn.” To this affair the lords and commons 
granted the king the same dispensing power as 
the last parl. had done, till the next; and to 
the first, they gave hin the samc subsidy as 
was granted | in the 11th year of his reign, for 3 
years, together with half a 10th and falta 
45th, The bps, lords, and cowmons, in full 
parl. assented that the king, his heirs wal stics 
cessors of Fneland, meght lawfully make their 
last will and testament, and that execution 
should be done of the same. 

— Lhe dbps Protest against the Papal power.) 
On the last day of their sitting, Wm. Conrte- 
ney, abp. of Canterbury, and primate of all 
England, made protestation, in open part. 
“ that the pope ought not to excommunicate 
any bp. or interieddle as to presentations to 
any ecclesiastical dignity recovercd in the 
king’s courts. ‘That the satd holy father ought 
not to make translations to any bishoprick, 
within the realm, without the kine’s leave; for 
that this practice tended to the destruction of 
the realin and crown of England, which had 
always been free, and subject tu no earthly 
power, but to God only, as to regulities, aud 


| 
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to no other.” 
praved micht be entered on-the roll. 
Collier's thet. volo a. p. S04. 

A Parliameat catled.] On the 29th of Jan. 
1394, a por). was culled to meet at Westinm- 
ster, which was opened by a speech trom the 
abp. ot York, lord chan. who declared the 
cause of the samimmons to be: 1st, that all bps. 
Jords, and corporations should enjoy their he 
bertics, and that there should be a due obser- 
vation of the kimy’s peace. Nest, how the 
wars, which by asscnt of parl, were begun, 
Sawld be sustained as to the ex vai of that, 
and the preservation of Gulenne, Cua, Ire- 
land, and Scotland.” ‘Phe 3rd day of the 
meeting the commons presented to the king, 
in full park. sir John Bessy as their speukicrs 
who, making the usual protestauon, Wits al- 
are 

Charers aguinst the Earl) of Cane aster. ] 
Rd. earl of Arundel exhibited a comrliant a 
vatust the earl of Lanca-ter, aieli- he suid 
concerned the king’s honour: “ ist, that he 
thought it not lonvunable tor the ie to sufier 
the said duke to walk arm in ann with him: 
Qnd, itdid not beeume the duke's servants to 
wear the same livery with the king's: Srd, 
that the said duke, both in council nud purl. 
was used to speak such bitter words, that he, 
the said earl, and others of his quality, durst 
not utrer their ininds tor huu: 4th, that it was 
not to the King’s profit to give to ihe said duke 
the dutchy of Guicnne: and, Sth, he wanted 
to know what was becoine oa all that mass af 
money vivento the duke for his voyage into 
Spain, and for the last treaty of pence. * Unw 
which accusation the king himsclf answered 
and aftirmed, that what ‘the duke of Lancas- 
ter had lone was all right and good.” And 
his naj. with the assent ‘of the lords, awarded, - 
that the said earl should ask the duke’s par- 
don, in full part. and i the very words follow- 
ing, which he spoke accordingly: sir, sith 
that it scemeth to the king, aud other lords, 
and eke that each here hath been so mickle 
ericved and displeased by my words; it fore- 
thinketh, and [beseech you of your grace aud 
lordship to quit me your man-tallant.” 

Al Supply granted] The king designing ta 
vo over in person, in order to re ‘duce [reland, 
demanded an aid of this park and the com- 
mons granted him for 3 years a subsidy upon 
wool, wool-fells, &c. 38. upon every tun of 
wine, and 12d. upon every pound of merchan- 
dize, so as this money ‘should only be em- 
ployed for the defence of the realn. ‘The 
clergy granted also a full 10th, if the king went 
over, otherwise only half a 10th. 

A Parliament called.) The duke of York, 
who had been left guardian to the realin in 
the king’s absence, summoned a parl. to meet 
ou the 28th of Jan. 1495, to cousider of the 
best way to make the govt. of Ireland pros- 
perous and bapouy. ‘To further this business, 
the king -ent over the duke of Gloucester from 
Ireland, who, coming to this parl. declared the 
king's grcat necessity for miuoucy, ocasiuned 


Which prote-tauon the abp. 
See 


~ 


- 


- 
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by the late expedition, his great zeal to make 
an cniire conquest there, and the great hope 
he had of success. The duke’s s speech had so 
powerful an effect, as to draw trum the clergy 
# fill 10th, and the cominons a lath; but not 
without a protestation was first made, “that 
they were not bound, stricto jure, to grant the 
same, but purely out ‘of their attvction to their 
king,” ; 

A Parl, called] In a short time after his 
return, Richard called a parl. to meet at 
Westminster, on the 28nd of Jan. 1397. Be- 
ing all assembicd, the bp. of Exeter, then chan- 
cellor, by the king’s command, opened the 
cause of summons, In a specch, wherein he al- 
leeed many suthorities from holy writ, to 
prove 4 pomts on which a prince ought to con- 
sit his park, “The ist. was, “ that the church | 
anit enjoy her liberties in peace.” The @nd, 
that ar Ins eee sipuld be governed 
mithout oppression.” J that the coud Jans 
should be Lane - evil amended, and | 
Jusuce executed.” And, lastly, “ that the 
realm should be defended avainst all forcien 
enemies.” AM which, he added, the king wes 
ready to do with their good advice. He then 
tald them of the danger the nation was in 
tram the Scots and Irish, the hazard of Gui- 
enne and the marshes of Calais, and desired 
them to consult and do what was proper with: 
the least charge to the realm. The next day 
the commons presented sir John Bussy ‘> 
tier spcaker, whom the king allowed of; and, 
after making the usual protestation, he said, 
* that the commons required of the king that 
such bos. and lords as were absent should be 
seat fur.” To which the chancellor answered, 
“that it would be too long and tedious for 
that session.’ 

The King resents the bringing in a Bill for 
regulating his Household. | “Then the com- 
iiuns desired a conference with the chancellor 
aad others of the king's ofticers; which, being 
agreed to, and the chancellor ‘returned from 
it, the king commanded him to declare the re- 
sult of that conference. This report was, 
“ that the commons by a bill requircd 4 things ; 
ist, the continuance of sheriffs; 2nd, that pro- 
per care sbonld be taken of the northern 
marches ; 3rd, about liveries and badses; and 
the 4th, ‘for avoiding of the extravavant CX- 
pences of the king’s household, and to forbid 
lps. and ladies, who had no particular business 
there, trom frequenting the court.” The king 
heing informed of the contents of it, was h ith'y 
incensed, and told the peers, “ That it was 
directed against those liberties and rovaltics 
his progenitors had enjoved, and which he was 
resolved to uphold and maintain. He there- 
ture commanded the lords spiritual and tem- 
poral to inform the commons of his resolutiun; 


and, particularly, ordered’ the duke of Lan- | 


caster to charge sir John Bussy, their Speaker, 
upon his allegiance, to acquaint him who it 
was that brought it into parl,” 

The Commons ask Purdon.] The submissive 
answer which the commons gave to this mcs- 


! 
! 
Was one Thomas Haxev, clerk. 


| 
consider Lis own honourable estate and to do. 
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sage is very extraordinary, and humblcr than 
any we have vet met with from that body, 
For, being told the king’s mind in a conferer ice 
with the lords, they immediately delivered in 
the bill to hein, with the name of the person 
who had bronshe it into their house, and whd 
The bill was 
viven to the clerk of the ¢ crewn, by the clerk 
of the purl, according to the king’s ‘command. 
Soon after, ie commons caine beture his maj. 
In aell park and there, with all bumilty and 
obedicuee, shewed great concern that the king 
had couceived sucha resennment WR ISt them, 
* humbly praving lum to accept their excuse, 
for that it never was their intent or desire to 
| Spee ah, shew, or act any Ging which should be 
jun oitence a vive d: spleasire to his majesty, 
or be against his royal estate and liberty; espe- 
clally about UMs matter toucuing his person 
and the govt. of his house, or about the lords 
and ladies of lus court, or any other matter 
that regarded himself. Knowing, very well, 
that suc a things did not belong to them, but 
solely to the king himself, and in his own or- 
| dering, That their intention was only to shew 
their creat atfection to histmay. as faithful sub- 
jects, and to desire the lords to pray him to 


there what be thought good. That they sub- 
mitted thamselves to the king’s will and fa- 
vour, humbly beseeching bis maj. graciously 
being ulways ready to save 
‘and to perform 


to excuse thein ; 
his royal esate: and liberty, 
with body andl woods, 
bound to do, whatever shall be for the honour 
and sutety of bis roval person and dignity.”— 

See Brady and Cvrrel —Upon this dec laration, 
the king commanded the chancellor to tell the 
commons that, © out of his roval benimenity and 
yracivus seiemory, he then fully excused them? 
As 4 further proof of their attachinent ti the 
prerogative royal, Thos, Maxey, clerk, was tried 
betore this pari. and condemned te de the 
death of a traitor. But here the church inter- 


ee 2 ee ee 


posed, for soon atter the scitence, the abp. of - 


Canterbury and all the other preiates came be- 
tore the king in park. with great bh rumiulity, and 
made provcatation, © that “their sincere and 
tull intention w: Sy and always snould be, to 
have his mayestv’s 
saved and preserved without diminution: and 
then they beseeched the king to grant them 
the lie of Thos. Hlaxey, aud the custody of 
his body, 
of Ms sMecial grace and favour.” 
petitions the king grante:d, 
The ber ished Judecs allowed to rcturn.] Ta 
this parl, Rob. Belknap, John Holt, and Wm. 
Bervh, kiughts, and formerly judges, who bad 
‘been Latashed into Treland, (see p. 218), had 
leave given them to return into Lingland, and 
I practive the law without hopevchinent. Saving 
'alwars neainst them all other points inentivned 
(an the said statute. 
| f Supply grantcd.] This perl. granted the 
‘king 12d. 1m the pound of all merchandize ime 
| 


ported, and 8s. per pound un every tun of wine 


1S “Tova subjects are _ 


sroval estate and power ever ° 


nui as of right belonvuns rtathem, but - 
Both which ° 


Fe ee ee 


_~ 
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for 3 years to come. The clergy also gave half 
# 10th on their temporalities. 

A great Council ut Nottingham.] On the 
dst of Aug. this year, the king held a great 
council of peers at Nottingham, himself sitting 
amongst them, with his crown on his head, in 
the great hall of the castle. Here it was that 
Edw. earl of Rutland, Thos. earl of Kent, John 
earl of Huntingdon, Thos. ear! of Nottingham, 
John earl of Somerset, John earl of Salisbury, 
Thomas lord Despenser, and Wm. le Scroop, 
chamberlain to the king, brought a bill of Ap- 
peal of Treason against ‘Thos. duke of Glou- 
cester, Rd. earl of Arundel, and Thos. earl of 
Warwick. This bill being read, by advice of 
the peers and those of the king’s council, the 
secused lords had a day assizned them to an- 
swer in the next parl. which was summoned to 
meet on the 17th Sept. following, at Westm. 

[A Parl. called.] At the time appointed, 
Sept. 17, 1397, the king, lords, and commons 
alt met, when the bp. of Exeter, as Id. chanc. 
by his majesty’s command, opcned the session 
by a speech, which he began with a text taken 
from Ezekiel, Rer wnus erit omnibus, The 
prelate endeavoured tu prove, by many autho- 
nities, “ that no realm could be well governed 
but by one sole king, and that to the right 
conduct of a good king 3 things were wanting ; 
ist. that he should be powerful; Qnd. severe 
in the execution of the laws by which he go- 
verned ; and 3rd. that the subjects should be 
obedient to the king and the laws of the king- 
dum. That the king might grow more power- 
ful, he told them that many liberties and pre- 
rogatives were given to him, which at the time 
ot his coronation he was sworr? to maintain. 
And if any thing was done since, contrary to 
them and the jaw, they were revoked ; of which 
particular they themselves were then called to 
consult. That laws ouglit to be executed ap- 
peared by the comnivn example of a good fa- 
ther, who uses to strike as well as stroke his 
child. But for the better execution of them 
the king had appointed new judges and ofticers 
through the realm, and was now desirous to 
redress any detects of the law which could be 
shown him. And that the national subjects 
ought to obey the king and his laws was ap- 
parent; for that no man could claim any pro- 
perty of life or goods or any truit of his labour, 
without the prince, who is the pillar of the law. 


1897.—Albp. of Canterbury impeached. 


time of the king's noble progenitors. \ And, 
because that several judgments were heretofore 
not finished by reason the clergy were not pre- 
sent, nor consenting to them, the commons 
prayed the king that they might now appoint 
a general proctor, who might have sutlicient 
authority to act for them. Whereupon, the 
two abps. and the clergy of both provinces, 
constituted and appointed sir Tho, Piercy their 
procurator, as appears by their instruments | 
mude tor that purpose. Afterwards, the com- 
mission and statute pursuant to it, made in 
the 11th of this king, was, wholly, repealed 
and made void, at the petition of the com- 
mous, “ as being tratterously made, by con- 
straint, and compulsion, against the king’s 
will, his royalty, crown and dignity.” It was 
ordained and establisi&d by the king; with 
the advice and consent of the lords and com- 
inons, “ That no s@ch like commission should 
be made for the future, and he who should 
endeavour tu procure any such to be made for 
the time to come, being thereof duly convict, 
should suffer death as a traitor.” Then the 
parduns granted to the duke of Gloucester, 
the earls of Arandel and Warwick, in the 
parl, of the 11th of this king, were made void, 
as being obtained by force and against the 
king’s will. Also, the pardon granted to the 
earl of Arundel at Windsor, the 17th of this 
king, was in like manner revoked and an- 
nulled. 

The 3d day of the session, the commons 
came before the king, in full parl. and made 
Protestation by their speaker, that though: 
they intended to shew and declare cettain 
matters and articles, which they had then 
advised of and agreed amongst themselves ; 
yet, nevertheless it was and 1s, their imtent | 
and will, with leave of the king, to accuse or 
nupench any person or persons, as oft as they 
should think fit, during the tune of this parl.; 
they prayed the king that he would please to 
accept this Protestation, and, that it might be 
entered as a record on the roll of parl.; which 
the king granted and commanded to be done 
accordingly, 

Abp. of Canterbury tmpeached.| On the 
same day, the commons came again before . 
the king, in parl. and tinpeached Tho. Arun- 
del, then abp. of Canterbury, of high treason ; 
For that he, being the chief ofhcer of the 


He concluded with observing that the king; king, his chance. when he was bp. of Ely, was 
meant to maintain the laws, and to contipie the traitcrously aiding, procuriag and advising Mm 
general and particular liberties granted to al] | making a com:ni-sion, direcicd to Tho. duke 
corporations and every single person; further, | of Gloucester, Rd. ear] of Arundel and others, 
that he designed to vrant a pardon to all: hig; im the 10th of his majesty’s reign ; and made. 
gubject excita came paricularnersone® The ! and procured himself, as chief officer, to be 
next day the commons presented sir Jn, Bussey | put into it, to have power, with the other 
to the king as their Speaker, who, being ap- | Commissioners to see it put im execution; 
did ef, made the usual protestation, which | which commission was made in prejudice to 

e prayed might be recorded, The first thing | the king, and openly against his royalty, crown 


that passed was an act to contirm to holy 
church, the lords spiritual and temporal, and 
tall cities, boroughs and commonalties of the 
realin, their liberties and franchises, as they 
bad reasonably held and cnjoyved them in the 


and dignity; aud that the said Tho. actually 
put the said commission in execution.” “ Also, . 
that the said ebp. in the 11th of the king, pro- 
cured and advised the duke of Gloucester, 
with the earls of Warwick and Arundel, B 
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take upon them royal power, and to arrest the 
king's liege subjects, viz. Sinmun Burley and 
James Berners, knichts, and adjudge them to 
death, cuntrary to the king’s will and without 
his consent; thereupon, the said comimuns 
prayed the king that the said abp. might be 
put into safe custudy.” The king answered ; 
“ Because the accusation and Impeachment 
touched su high a person, and a peer of the 
realm, he would be advised.” 

The next day che commons prayed the king, 
“ That as they had impeactied and accused 
the abp. of Canterbury of assenting and belay 
ia the contrivance of making the coinmission 
onthe 19th of Nov. in the 10th of the kings, 
and agreed to the exccution of the sie, 
Which was expressly against his state and dig- 
nity, that be would please to ordain such 
Judgment against the said abp. as the cause 
required.” ffereupon the king commanded it 
to be recorded in parl. “that the abp. had 
been before him, in the presence of certain 
lords, and contessed that he was mistaken, or 
erred inthe exercise of the commission, and 
therefore put himself upon the kiny’s grace 
and mercy.” Upon this, the king and the 
lords teinporal, with sir Tho. Peircy, the proc- 
tor for the prelates, who, as it appcars upon 
tecord, had full power from the whole body of 
the clergy to act for them, adjudged and de- 
clared tne said article, which the abp. had 
confessed, to be treusun, and that it touched 
the king himself; for’ which they, also, ad- 
judged and declared him a traitor. And it 
was awarded in parl. “ That he should be 
banished out of the kingdom, have his tem- 
yoralities seized, and his goods and chattels 
lurfeited to the king, who was, also, to ap- 
jemt the time of his exile.” Whereupon the 
ung assigned him a time of passage, which 
was from the eve of st. Michael, until 6 weeks 
next ensuing ; tu pass trom the port of Dover 
into France; and turther, that he should for- 
teit all his Jands, tenements, and possessions, 
which he had in fee simple by descent, or pur- 
chase, or otherwise, at the day of the treason 
committed, or after, or that any one held to 
his use, to the king and his heirs for ever. 

Lhe D. of Gloucester, the Earls of Arundel 
and Warwick, and Lho, Mortimer, impeached] 
And now came on the other proceedings of 
this parl. against the duke of Gloucester, and 
the earls of Arundel and Warwick, contained 
in several articles of Impeachment then brought 
against them, by way of bill, by the Lords Ap- 
pellants, mentioned in the council at Notting-. 
han, ‘Lhe bill, as appears by the record it- 
self, was directed to the king in parl. and is to 
this effect. First, it sets forth, “ That the 
duke of Gloucester, and the earl of Arundel, 
designing to encroach, and have the govt. of 
your roval person and kingdom, with the liber- 
hes and dignities thereof, as well within this 
kingdom, as without; when the parl. sat at 
Westm. in the 10th of your reign, they sent a 
peer of the land to you, who on their behalf, 
— by their command, told your majesty, that 

OL. 1, 


rogation to your crown, an 


if vou would not consent to make to then, 

and others whom they should mune, such a 

commission, whereby they imight have the 

govt. in the manner as is above related, you 

should be in danger of your lite, and the lords 

and commons of parl. would depart without 

your leave,; and then you should see in what 

a miserable condition you would be; so that 

in very fear of their power, vou then granted 

such a commission as they desired.” Next 

tullows the commission itzeif, (see p. 182), 

and then the | 

- drticles of Dnpcachinent 

goon unis: I. “ Vhe said duke and earl of 
Arundel, to accomplish their traiterous pur- 

poses, and to have your royal person in their 

power, ordered, as they pleased, the gevt. of 
your whole state, with the laws and digni-ics 

thereat, and prevailed with Tho. earl of Vvar- 

wick, and Tho. Mortimer to jein with them 

in their traiterous desivu; wiw, by agreen cut, 
ay traiiers to the king aud kingdom, all met 

and assembled on the i5th of Nov. inthe 11th 

of your reign, at Laingay-Park in) Midele- 
sex, with a great number of people armed and 

arrayed, and made divers of your licve-peo, le 

in several parts of your realin, tu rise, and 

march with them against your royal person, 

contrary to their legiance, and would not come 

before your preseuce, until they were secured 

by your oath that they might come, and re- 
turn sately; and then they all appeared Lefore 
you in your palace at Westu. with a great 
force of armed men, and traiteruusly con- 
strained you to take them into your sate pro- 
tecuuon, agamst your will and pleasure.”—T[]. 

“ The said duke, the earls of Arundel and 
Warwick, and Tho. Mortimer, coutinuing their 
traiterous purposes, by force and violence, did 

take,andimprison divers of your lege-people,and 
amongst others, sir Simon Burley, and brought 
him to your parl, held on the morrow of the 
purification, in the 11th of your reign, and 
there suggested divers points of ligh crimes 
and treasun against him, and the advice cof 
every lord then present was asked, concerning 
the crimes of the said Simon, aid atterwarits 

the duke and earls would know vour advice 

and opinion; and you answered plainly, he 

was not Guilty in any point objected against 

him. And after that, the duke and earls 
caused you to come into a sccret place at 

Westm. and there shewed you the particu- 

lars of the crimes ubovesaid. To whom you 

then asswered likewise, that the said Simon 

was not Guilty in any of those points. And 

there they took upon them traiterously to have 

ou by force consent to the judsment they 

had designed against him; and yet you would 

hot consent to any Judgment to be ‘given - 
against the said Simon. Yct nevertneless, 

the said duke and earls tock upon them 

royal power, in prejudice of you, and in de- 

without your 

assent, and contrary to your will, m your ab- 

sence, and in the absence of muny other peers 

of parl. without their assent, aud against their 


Q 
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‘vills, they awarded that the sa‘d Simon should 
be drawn, hanged and behcaded: and there- 
upon they traiterously caused his head to be 
struck off, against your peace, crown, majesty 
and dignity.”—III.  Vhe atoresaid duke, earls, 
and Tho. Mortiner, continuing their malici- 
ous, false and traiterous purposes and force, 
at Huntington, on Thursday the 6th of Dec. 
in the said 11th year, traiterously agreed, 
and intended to have gone with their forces to 
any place of the kingdom, where they might 
have found your royal person, to have sur- 
rendered to you their homage-liege, and to 
have deposed you; and this they would have 
done, had they not been hindered by H. of 
Lancarter earl of Derby, and Tho. Mowbray 
earl of Nottingham. And the said duke and 
earls continuing their traiterous intention and 
force, by agreement between them, caused 
the records in your treasury, of the ume of 
your great grandfather kine dw. to be search- 
ed, how he demised his crown; and they 
shewed to you in wiiting ‘the causes of the 
demise of his crown in your palace at Westm., 
in the tune of purl in the said 11th year, 
and they said falsely and traiterously that they 
had cause sulficient to depose you, but tor the 
reverence they had for your must noble erand- 
father and father; and they said also, that in 
hopes of ypgur better govt. they would: sulfer 
you to continue in your royal estate and re- 
eality."—TV. & Which treasons so) imagined, 
done and perpetrared by the aforesaid duke, 
earls, and ‘Tho. Mortimer, against your roval 
person, estate, majesty and dignity, us is 
above declared: we the Appellants (there 
gamed) your loyal liexes, have been and are 
ready to prove agaist the said duke, the carls 
of Arundel and Warwick, and ‘Tho. Mortiiner 
as vou, onr most dread lord, and this high 
and honourable court, vour parl. shall order.” 
These articles having been read, the Lords 
Appellants prayed the king that the accused 
nught be brought before hun, in parl. to make 
their answer. Accordingly, Ralph lord Nevil, 
constable of the tower, there present, had or- 
ders to bring before them Rd. earl of Arundel, 
his prisoner, which he did, on the 4th day of 
this session of parl. The duke of Lancaster, 
being constituted lord high steward of England, 
pro hae vice, told the prisoner, that he was im- 
peached of divers acts of [ich-Treason, andthe 
appeal being read to him, his answer was, 
“Phat he hed a general pardon in the part. 
held in the 11idvof the king; as also a charter 
oy pardon made to lim within 6 yeurs last.prast, 
beth which he prayed might be allowed.” ‘The 
Jord high steward told the earl, by command 
ot the kieg and consent of parl. that, “« The 
pardon crasted in the 1ith year, was made by 
constraint upon the king, by the said dake, 
earls and others of their party, assuming to 
themeclves roval power, in prejudice to the 
king, his royal estate, crown and disaity : and 
thet the charter of pardon was inade in deceit 
ofthe kine, and exorestv acaiost him and bis 
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| the commons, by consent of the king and all 
the estates of parl. the said pardon and churter 
had been in this parl. repealed and made void.” 
The earl was asked if le had any thing more to 
'' say, and he being silent, sir Wm. Clopton, chiet 
justice of the king’s bench, by the king’s com- 
maid, declared to him the law, and the punish- 
ment he must undergo, if he pleaded nothing 
else, for it Le did not, he would be convict and 
uttainted of all the matters objected against 
hint. But upon the ear!'s still insisting on Ins 
charter and pardon, and demanding the allow- 
ance of them, the Lords Appellants, in their 
proper pete prayed the king, “ That it 
would please him to give judgment upon hin as 
convict of all the pots on which he was ac- 

cused. | 
! The Earl of Arundel convicted. ] Then the 
lord high steward, by command of the king, all 
| the lords temporal, and sir Tho, Piercy, proctor 

for the clergy, as before taken notice of, ad- 


\ 


| 


| 
| judged the said earl of Arundel, “ Guilty and 
convict of all the points on which he stood ap- 
pealed, and as a traitor to the king and realm, 
to be drawn, hanged, beheaded, and quurtered. 
And farther, because his treasons were of so 
high a nature, as to have gone about to surren- 
der their licge homage, and depose the king, 
and that his levying war was so notorious, the 
suid lord high steward, by the authority afore- 
suid, awarded that all his castles, manors, 
lands, tenements, reversions, fees, and every 
other manor of inheritance, as well in fee-tail 
as fee-simple, which were the said carl of 
| Arundel’s on the 19th of Nov. in the 10th of 
the king, or afterwards; und also all the lands 
antl tenements of which other persons were 10- 
fcotted to his use, the said 19th of Nov. or af- 
terwards, with all his goods and chattels, should 
he forfeited to the king and his heirs for ever.” 
But the king graciously remitted that part of 
his sentence of being drawn, hanged and quar- 
tered; and to shew equity as well as rigour, 
the king and lords, both spiritual and tempo- 
ral, declared, that it was not their intention 
that the lands and tenements, fees or any other 
inheritance of which the said carl stuod infe- 
otfed, to the use of another, should in any man- 
ner be forfeited by reason of this judgment. 
The d. of Gloucester, though dead, declared 
guuty of High-Treason.| On the same _ 
that the earl of Arundel was brought into parl. 
and tried and convicted, the king directed his 
warrant to Thomas earl marshal, governor of 
the town of Calais, or to his heut. signifying 
that he should bring over the body of Tho, 
duke of Gloucester, with all the speed he 
could, to answer to divers articles of treason 
objected against him, in parl. by the Appel- 
lants, according to the law und custom used 
in Puelerd: and further to reccive the ordersof 
Uc hia and pari. concerning him. ‘This wnt 
bears daie at Westiniuster, Scpt. 21. ‘The 
reinrn of the earl marshal to this warrant, was) 
“Phat be could not bring the said duke before 
the King and his council in that pail, fur that 


being ti his custed’y, in the king’s prison at Cae 
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lais, he there died.” This return was made 

Sept. 24. Upon the reading of this warrant 

and return in pari, the Lords Appellants pray- 

ed the king, “ That the said duke of Glouces- 
ter might be declared a traitor and an eneiny 
tohnn; as having levied war in this kingdom 
azainst his person and conttary to his allevi- 
guce. And that all his lands, tenements, 
voods and chattels mivht -be forfeited ; as, in 
this case, notwithstanding his death, they oug)it 
tobe.” ‘Then the Commans prayed the king 
and lords, “ That since it was notoyiously 
known to his maj. and al] the estates of this 
parl, and to all the kingdom, that the said duke 
and others of his party, ussembled at Haring- 
way, Inthe county af Middlesex, with a great 
number of people armed and arrayed to make 
war against the king, cqntrary to their alle- 
glance, and came with those furces into the 
king's presence, which was levving war acainst 
their hege-lord, that he might thereupon be 
adjudged as a traitor, and his lands, tencinents, 
ec. notwithstanding his death before, forfeited.” 
Whereupon, all the lords temporal, and the 
aforesaid sir Tho. Piercy, proctor for the clergy, 
declared that the said crime and treason was 
botonously known to them and the whole king- 
dom; wherefore they, with the king's assent, 
declared him guilty of levying war asa traitor, 
and adjudged ‘ all his castles, lands, manors, 
ke. which he was possessed of on the 13th of 
Nov. in the 11th year of this reign, to be for- 
tered to the king and his heirs ; and that none 
of his issue, or heirs of his body, or their is-uc 
or heirs in tine to come, should eversbear the 
royal arms of England entire, or with ditler- 
ence; or in any other manner whatsoever, 
should inherit the crawn of England.” 

The Duke's Confession while in eT) 
On the 25th of Sept. the said Appellants praye 
the king in full parl. thatit there was any thing 
upon record, either by contession of any per- 
smaccused, or any other person whatsoever 
touching their appeal, that it might he openly 
known and declared in full parl. Upon which 
penton, by the advice of tie lords temporal, 
the king commanded that a co:;nmission bearing 
date the 17th of Aug. last past, directed to sir 
Wm. Rickhill, one of the justices of the com- 
mea bench, together with a contessiou miade 
before him, by Tho. Jate duke of Gloucester, 
by virtue of the above-aid commission, with 
the return of that commission, be read in parl. 
The duke’s confession is in old English, and de- 
serves particular notice, asa specimen of the 
tlegince of the English tongue in those days:— 
“This is the answer of Wm. Ricklull to the 

cominission of his tere lord the kiag. Tho. 

duke of Gloucester, be the name of Tho. 

Woodstock, the vear of the king Richard 21, 

in the castle of Caleys, by vertue of a com- 

mission of the king, at it is more plainly de- 
clared in the sainc, directed to Win. Rickill 
justice, hath I know and confessed to fore 

the same Wm. all tiie: matters and points I 

wrote in this great roll annexed to this schc- 


dule, the which schedule and great roll both 


| 


| 
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‘grace, as he hath 


sealed under the seal of the aforesaid Wm. 
and all the matters and puints L know and 
contessed by the aforesaid duke in the castle 
of Calevs, the foresaid duke be his own 
hand fully and plainly Twrote, and delivered 
it to the sane Wm, Rickhill touching this 
matter as it was done m the presence of 

John Lancaster, and John Lovetott, and in 

nonce other manner.” 

“ T Thomas of Woodstoek, the zear of my 
lord the king 21, he the vertue of a comniission 
of my lord the king, the same zear directed to 
Win, Rickhill justice, the which is compre- 
hended more plainly in the turesaid conunis- 
sion, knowleche that Eo was one with steryage 
of other men, tu assent to the making of a coms 
mission, in the wiich comission Lo ameng 
other, restrained my lord of his freedom, and 
took upon me amony others power resi, truly 
not knowing ne witting, that tune that LT did 
against his estate, nor Lis royaltic, as E did atter, 
and do now; and forasmuch as I knew atter- 
ward that I had done wrong, and take upon me 
more than Fought todo, Yo submitted me tu 
iny lord, and cried him mercy and grace, and 
yet do as truly and as meckly as any nan tinay, 
und put ime high and low iw his mercy and 
always been full of mercy 
and grace ta all other. Also, in that ume, 
that I came armed into my lord's presence, 
und into his palaee, huwscever that I did it tur 
drede of my Jite, L knuwleche fer certain, that 
L did evil, ane against his reguline, and his 
estate, Wherefore L subinit me lowly and meek- 
ly to his merey, and to dus grace. slis0, in 
that I took my lord’s letters of his messages, 
and opened them against lis leave, I know- 
leche that I did evil, wherefore T put me lowly 
in his grace. Also, in thar, that I sclaundred 
my lord, I knowlech, that 1 did evil and wick- 
ediy, in that, that [ spake to him in sclun- 
derous wise, inuidience of ather tolk ; bot by 
the way, that iny sonl shall too, I meant none 
evil therein, nevertheless [ wot and knowiccLe 
that [ did evil and unkindly, wheretore [ sub- 
initine hich and low in his grace. Also, in 
that I among other, communed and asked of 
certain clercs, whether that we might give up 
our homage for drede of our lives or not, and 
whether that we were assentid thereto for to Ga 
it, trewly and by my troth, [ne have how nore 
full inind thereof but I trowe rather yes, than 
nav, wherefore I submit me high and low 
evermore in his grace. lsu, in that, that I 
was in place, where it was communed, and 
spoken in manner of deposal of my hege lord, 
truly I knowlech well, that we were assentid 
thereto fur two days or three, and then were 
for to have done our homage and our othes, 
and put himas highly in his estate as ever he 
was; but foysouth there I knowlech that I did 
untruly, and, unkindly as to him, thatis my 
liege lord, and hath been so good and kind 
lord to me, wherctore I beseech to him, not- 
withstanding myn unkindness, evermore of his 
mercy and of i yrace, as lowly as any crea- 
ture may beseech it unto hig liege lord. Aud 


s 
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as of any new thing or ordenance, that ever I | knowledge of the whole truth of the affair. 
should have witting or known, ordained or as- | Whereupon the duke said he had forgot one 
sentid, privy or appert, that should have been | thing that then came into his memory, that 
acaulnst my lord’s estate, or his will ar any that | he said to his majesty, ‘ if he designed to be 
Jongeth about him, syth that day I sworc ‘unto | king, he must not intercede for sir Sunon Bur- 
him at Langelv, on God's body truly, and by ' ley, to save him from death.” , And he desired 
that othe that [ there made, I never knew of j the said Wm. Rirkhill to shew this to the king 
gathering against him, ne none other that | by word of mouth.” See Brady, p. 411. 

The Lart of Warwick a, On the 


longeth unto him. And as touchiny there | : 

points, that I have made confes-ion of to sir! 20th of Sept. the constable of the Tower 
Wm. Rickhill justice, in the which I wot weil, ; brought betore the parl. ‘bho. earl of War- 
wick, who waz tod by the duke of Lancaster, 


that I have offended my lord unkindly and 
untruly, as I have said before, how that I have | that he wus accused by Ede. earl of Rutland, 
in all these points offended him, and donc | and the other Appellants, there named, of di- 
against him, trewly and as J will answer before | vers High Tressons, which were all compre- 
God it was my meaning and my weaning to do | hended in two articles: that of assembling 
the best for his person and for his estate ; ne-{ with force and armed men at Haringay, &c. 
vertheless I wot well, and know well nowe, | and the charge about sir Simon Burley, which 
that my deeds and my workings were against | were drawn up in tie same wards as in the 
my intent; but by the way that my soul shal! | case of the eail of Arundel. ‘Lo all which he 
too, of these points and of all other the which | answered with tears, ‘that he well understood 
that I done of negligence and of unkunning, it; those treasons and wicked deeds; that he was 
Was never inyne intent ne my will, ne for my guilty of them, and put himself upon the king’s 
thought for to doa thing that should have been | mercy and grace.” Upon which the duke of 
distresse or harming against the safety of my | Lancaster pronounced the very same sentence 
against him, in all things, as he had done a- 


liege lord’s persone, as I will answer before | ag: 
God at the day of judgment. And therefore | gainst the carl of Arundel. But, adds the re- 
cord, the king, moved with pity, to the reve- 


I beseech my liege and sovereign lord the king, 
rence and honour of God, at the prayer of the 


that he will of his grace and benignity accept Ay 
me to his mercy and his grace, as I that put ls emi the lords spiritual and temporal, 
and commons in parl. remitted part of the 


my life, my body and my goods, wholly at his ut Oo. 
will, as lowly as mockly as any creature can do | said judgment, and granted him his lite; so 
that his sentence was, “ to remain prisoner in 


| 
| 
! 
or nity do to his liege Jord; besceching to his | fo re ae 
high lordship, that lie will for’ the passion of | the Isle of Man during his life, upon condinon 
him that suflered to‘all mankind, and the com- | that if any mcans were made use of to the 
passion that he had for his mother on the | king or his heirs, to gain him any further fa- 
crosse, and the pity he had of Mary Magdalen, : vour, or if he should make his escape, then the 
that he will vouchsafe for to have compassion | judgment should be put in execution, and the 
be ry . . . 9 v . ‘ * 

‘and pity, and to accept me to his mercy and | king’s grace should be void.” ‘This done, the 
to his grace; as he that hath ever bcen full of | commons before the king in part. atiirmed the 
mercy and of grace to all his lieges, and to all | said appeals to be all good and lawful. 

{ 


Se 
other that have nought been so nigh unto hin 


Lhomas Mortimer makes his sale After- 
us I have been, though I been unworthy.” wards the lords Appellants impeached Thomas 
After this return to the commission had been 


Mortimer of the treasons comprised in the 
read, toe Appellants prayers that sir Wim. 


said accusation; but he, being then in Ireland, 
Richhill, approved for his loyalty and discre- | fled into the mountains to the Trish rebels for pro- 
tion, might be commanded by the king upon 


tection. A proclamation was thercupon ordered 
his alleci:nce to declare the truth touching this | in parl. to be made throughout Ireland, that he 
Contession; who, in the presence of the king, 


should surrender himself in England within 3 
the lords spiritual and temporal, and commons | months, to answer to the impeachment, or‘else 
iy par, said and declared, “ that about 8 


be declared a traitor; aud all his inanors, cas- 
o'clock before noon, he came within the castle | tles, lands, and tenements, &c. which he was 
of Calais, to the duke of Gloucester, who was 


possessed of on the 18th of Nov. as in the tor- 
thea of good memory and out of prison, That | mer cases, should be torfeited to the king. 
he shewed him his commission, and the cause 


Promoations.| After these severe proceed- 
of his coming, in the presence of John Lancas- 


ings, the king, in some measure, to reward the 
ter and John Lovetoft; and desired that what | lovalty of the nobilitv, made several new cre- 
he, the said dike, bad to say to it he would 


ations inthis parl. or, on Michaeclinas-d-y, 
put down in writing, and then he departed. | Hy. carl of Derby, was made duke of Here- 
Returning tu him about 9 of the clock, in the ; ford; Edw. earl of Rutland, duke of Alhe- 
afternoon of the same day, the duke read in | marle; Tho. Holland, earl of Keat, duke of 
writing the said Confession, with his own | Surrey; Jn. Holland, earl of Huntington, duke 
mouth, and vave the same to Wm. Rickbill | of Exeter, both the king’s half brothers: Tho. 
with isown band. Further; Win. TNickhill | Mowbray, eurl of Nottiagham, duke ot Nor- 
said to the sail duke, thet if there was any [ tolk, Jn. Reaufort was nade earl of Somerset, 

| 

J 


thing more touching this matter, that he would ) and wargqits of Dorset; Tho. lord Liespencer, 
speak fi tor the king’s satisfaction, and the! carl of Gloucester; Ralph Nevile, earl of 
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‘Westmoreland; Tho. Piercy, earl of Worces- | king, were judeed and held to he good and saf- 
ter; and Wm. Scroop, earl of Wiltshire. At= | ficient, by this parl.’’-—Then, by the assent of 


ter which, this parl. was adjourned to the 27th 
Jan. ty be then held at Shrewsbury, and. all 
things tll then were to remain in the sane 
state and condition, 

Ar the time appointed, Jan. 27, 1508, this 
parl. met at Shrewsbury; ana on the day of 
thew reassembling, the lord chance. put them in 
mand “ that this parl. was first semmoned to 
Westininster, tor the honour af God, and that 
Hey Church might enjoy ail her libertics and 
fiancluses; and the knishts, citizens, aud bur- 
gesses theirs also, as strongly as they ever did 
la former times. That there might be no more 
governors in the kingdom than one: also tat 
the laws might be duly ubeved and ,esecuted, 
ashe more fully explained tu them in sciting 
furth and deciaring the cause of this parit.” 
The chancellor then applicd himself particu- 
larly to the commons, and said, “ That the 
king wauted to be informed by them, how the 
charge should be borne for the defence of 
England, Jrelanud, Guyenne, the marshes of 
Calais, and also those of Scotland, in case they 
kept not the fuur year’s truce, which was to 
end at Michaelmas next.” 

Proceedings of the Purl, of the 11th Year 
annulicd.} In this session, the Lords Appel- 
lants, viz. as Edw. duke of Albemarle, Thos. 
duke of Surrey, Jn. duke of Exeter, Jn. marg. 
ot Dorset, John carl of Salisbury, Thos. carl 
Gloucester, and Win. carl of Wiltshire, set 
forth te the king, that certain lords, lately cen- 
vict and attainted, viz. the duke of Gloucester, 
with the carls, of Arundel and Warwick, by 
coertion and compulsion, had inade him sum- 
mon a par], at Westminster, on the morrow 
etter Candlemas, in the 11th of his reign; 
where were particularly recited all the ques- 
tions and answers, formerly put to and made 
by sir Rob. Tresilian, chief justice, with the 
other judges and king’s serjcants at Notting- 
hain, as are already recited.—Sece p. 194. Then 
the Questions and Answers of the judges, made 
at the me aforesaid, were read over before 
the king, lords, and’ commons; and all the 
estates in parl. were severally asked, “ What 
they thought of those answers?” who said, 
“ They thought the judges had made and 
miven their answers duly and lawfully, as good 
and licge people of the king ought to do.” 
After which, sir Tho. Skelton, learned in the 
law, Win. Hanketord, and Wm. Brenckly, the 
king’s serjeants, said, “ ‘The answers were good 
ad lawful, and if the same question had been 
put to them, they would have given the same 
answer.” William Thirning, chief justice of 
the king’s bench, said, “ The declaration of 
Weason, not already declared, belonged to parl.; 
but, were he a lord or peer of parl, and had 
been gsked, he would have spoke in the same 
Manner.” So, likewise, Wm. Rickhill, a judge 
of the common pleas, and Wm. Clopton, chief 
Justice of the common bench, answered and 
tuumed the same things : therefore, the former 
answers of the judves, in the 11th year of the 


‘ 


the lurds spiritual and temporal, the procurators 
it the clergy, and the whole hody of the coin- 
mons, by and with the advice of the judges 
there present, it was decreed, ordained, and 
established, “ that the parl. holden the said 


") 11th year, shall be clearly annulled and held 


| fur none, as being dune without the authority, 
pand agcinst the will and liberty of the king, 
and the right of his crown; and that all the 
judgments, statutes, and ordinances, made in 


sill be revoked and annulied, reversed and 


| 
| , 
| the same, with all things dependiag upon them, 


a a ee te 


Prepealcd, and held for mune; and that all 
lauds, tenements, fees, advowsous, and other 
possessions, seized as forreit, by colour of the 
said judgment, shall be restored and delivered 
to them who were condumned or put out, er 
else to thew veirs; and to them that have any 
quuse of action, or tile atriaht, all manner of 
liberties and franchises as they had at an 
time, with restitution of goods and chattels.” 

Tn this session, Thos. Mortimer, impeached 
in the last, had time given him to make bis ap- 
yearance and take his trial, which he net do- 
ing, the duke of Lancaster, as ‘lord high stew- 
ard, with the consent of the locds temporal, 
and the carl of Wiltshire, then proctor for the 
prelates and clergy, gave sentence and judg- 
ment against him, jecurding to the tenor of the 
proclaination. ; 

Sir J. Cobham inpcached.] On the same 
day, Jan, 28, came on the trial of John de 

Cobham, knight, who had been impeached by 
the coinmons in the last session, for the same 
crincs that Thos. Mortimer was, viz. that he, 

sitting in judgment, awarded Simon Burley and 

Janes Berners, knights, to be executed as be- 
fore, without the king’s assent, in his absence, 
and in the absence of many pecrs of parl. who 
arose and would not sit in such Judgment, &c. 
against the peace of the king, his crown and 
dignity. The duke of Surrey, in whose custody 
this sir John Cobham was, brought him into 

arl, to answer to the Articles alledged against 
finn, and the duke of Lancaster told him, that 
he was accused and impeached by the coin- 
mons for the treasons aforesaid, and command- 
ed him to answer at his peril. Upon hearing 
the impeachment read, the knight said, That 
as to the making of the cothmission he was not 
culty; and as to the use and exercise of the 
same, he said he did not meddle with it without 

the kinz’s command, and that he went to the k. 
and told him, he, with others, were made coyn- 

missioners, but that he would not act accord- 

ing to the commission without the king’s h- 

cence, who thereupon commanded him to act.” 

To this the king himself answered, That he 
was under such govt. at that time, that he could 

say no otherwise, by reason of such as were 
then about him; but that the commission was 
made against his will the said John Cobhain 
could not deny.” «As to the judgment and 
award made against the said Simon and James, 
the prisoner said, “ He was told by those who 
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were then masters, that it was the king’s will | tions of this parl. we must recite an affair 
such judgment and award should be made.”— | which now happened, greater in its conse- 
Upon these answers, the commons prayed the | quences than any thing which has been hither- 
king to give judgment against hiin, as convict | to relutecd. The reader may observe, that in 
and attninted of the use and exercise of the | the list of the Lords Appellants, given at the 
commission, &c. Whereupon the lord high | beginning of this session, the names of the 
steward, by consent as aforesaid, gave judg-} dukes of Hereford and Norfolk are not men- 
ment against the said John de Cobham, as in| tioned, though they were both concerned in 
the case of the earl of Arundel. But all those | the impeachments. ‘This could proceed from 
judgments the king graciously pardoned; yet | nothing else than a mortal quarrel which hat 
so that he was ta be a prisoner in the isle of | then happened between these tvo noblemen; 
Jersey during his life. and which the former was about to accuse the 
A Subsidy granted for the King’s Life.] On| other of hetore the king and parl, As a pre- 
the last day of this par). Jan. $1, the commons, | Inde to the main affair, on this last day of the 
with the assent of the lords, granted to the | parl. the duke of Hereford took occasion to 
king the subsidy on wool, leather, and wool- | fall on his knees before the king, my the pre- 
fells, for his lite; with one whole 10th and 15th, | sence of both the houses, and spoke thus to 
and half'a 10ch and 14th, which was more than | him: “ My liege lord, L know well that many r- 
ever they had given to his erandfather. Bur, | ots, disturbances, and evil deeds have been made 
upon these grants, the commons prayed his | and done within your kingdom, to the ofence 
ma}.'to bestow 3 or 4000 marks on those that | of you and your royal estate, in which [, myself, 
had been plundered at Radcot-bridge, and to | was, with others present; not with gn all in- 
pay the Lords Appellants their expences; both | tent on purpose to offend you, for I knew not 
which were granted.—On the same day, an act | then it was any fault or offence against you. 
of grace, or a general pardon, was passed for | But, sir, since I an now better informed, I 
all things done before that time. “ster the | confess my offences, and in so doing I beg 
grant of this pardon, the king, by his own | your mercy and pardun.” Upon which the 
mouth, declared in park. “ That, if the lords | king graciously accepted of the humble prayer 
and commons, who in time to come inay sit in | and contession of the duke; granted hin the 
parl. shall Jet, or any ways disturb him in the | pardon he asked, in full parl. for whatever he 
co:lection of the said imposts on wool, leather, | had done in the things above-said, or deserved 
and wool-fells, granted as above, their procced- | for them; promised to be his good lord; and 
ings shall be void.” | declared openly to all the estates, that he had 
Lhe Disherison of the Two Despensers an- | granted him full pardon jor the matters afore- 
nulled.| A private petition, but which had a | sitid. 
public concern, came before this session of | After which, the said Henry of Lancaster, 
parl. Tho. le Despenscr, grandson and great | duke of Hereford, caine to thee king, with a 
grandson to Hugh the father and Hugh the son, | schedule in his hand, and said, “ that he had — 
petitioned the king, in full parl. to have re- | already, by his majesty’s command, been be- 
dress; and recited the petitions of his said an- | fore him at Haywode, where he had informed 
cestors made to the king, in a parl. held at | him, that Tho. Mowbray, duke of Nortolk, bad 
York in the 15th of Edw. Il. The pari. took | spoken many dishonest words, in slander of 
this affair into consideration, and disannulled | his royal person, which were spoken to him- 
the exile and disherison of both those earls for | self; and that then his maj. charged him, upon 
the following reasons: 1st. because they were | his allegiance, that he would truly repeat the 
not appealed, or called to answer, nor due} words as they were spoken. That not out of- 
process against them made according to law. | malice, or any other cause, but onlv as he was 
2nd. because the prelates, who were peers of | bound to obey the king’s command, the had 
the realin, did not consent to the said exile | now put down in writing the words which the’ 
and disherison. 3d. because it was uzainst | duke of Norfolk spake to hun, to the best of 
Mauna Charta that any one should be exiled | his remembrance, as they were contained in 
or tried, or otherwise destroyed, without judz- | this schedule, which he delivered to the king; 
ment of his peers. And the petitioners farther | with a protestation, at the same time,. to add’ 
set forth, that whereas tbis annullation was af- | or diminish when he plaased, or as it might be 
terwards made void in the 1st. of Edw. IH. | needful, saving always the substance of the 
they pray that statute may be reversed, and | present writing;” which was to this effect: 
all the articles aud things contaimed in it, for | “ That in the month of Dec. in the 21st year 
the reasons abovesaid. The petition was! of your reign, the duke of Hereford, travelling 
granted, and the statute reversed and made} between Brainford and London, met the duke 
void accordingly, not only for the causes be- | of Norfolk with a great train, and discoursed 
fore expressed, but also “ considering that the | with hin of divers matters; amongst which he 
repeal was made by king Edw. HIT. at such; told hin, they were all ready ‘to be undone; 
tine as his father Fdw. Ik was living, being} and the duke of Hereford demanded why? 
very |:ing, and in prison, so that he could not! Ife answered, for the fact at Radcot-bridge : 
resist the saine.* the duke of Iercford said, how can that be,” 
Quarrel between the Dukes of Hereford and) forthe king hath shewed us favour, and de- 
Norjotk.] Befure we conclude the transac-; clured us in parl. to have been good and loyal 
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towards him. The duke of Norfolk answered, | and dispatch the petitions, matters, and things 
notwithstanding that, it will be done to us as has | abovesaid, and all dependencies on them.” 


been done to others before, for he will vacate 
this record. ‘The duke of Hereford replied, 
ths would be a great wonder, since the king 
had sad it before all the people, that he 
sluuld afterwards make it be annulled. And 


To this prayer the king gave his assent, and 
thereupon, by authority of all the estates, it 
was ordained, that John duke of Lancaster, 
Fdm. duke of York, Edw. duke of Albemarle, 
Tho. duke of Surry, Joln duke of Excter, 


turther, the duke of Nortolk said, this was a | John marquis of Dorset, Roger earl of March, 


marvellous world, and unsafe; for I know well, 
said he, that if * * ©” not lemble in the re- 
cord] “ my lord your father and you had been 
taken or killed when you came to Windsor, 
alter the parl, was up, that the dukes of Albc- 
marlc and Exeter, the earl of Worcester, and 
himeclt, were avreed never to undo anv lord 
without just and reasonable cause; and that 
the malice of this fact was in the duke of Sur- 
cy, with the carls of Wiltshire and Salisbury, 
cmawing to them the earl of Gloucester, who 
had sworn to undo 6 other lords; that is to 
sav, the dukes of Lancaster, Heretord, Albe- 
toarle, and Mxeter, with the marquis of Dor- 
set and himself. He also said, they purposed 
tu reverse the judyment of earl Tho. of Lan- 
custer, and hereby we and many others should 
be disinherited. The duke of Heretord said, 
God forbid, for it would be a great wonder if 
the king should assent to this; for it was with 
achcertul countenance that he promised to be 
a good lord to them and others; and also that 
le knew he had sworn it by st. Edward: and 
the duke of Nortolx answered, he had done 
the sane to him many umes, and sworn by the 
body of Gud; and that for ail this he was ne- 
ver the nore to be trusted; and further soid 
to the duke of Hereford, that the king was 
aout to draw the earl of March and others 
tu the same agreement and purpose of the said 
+ lurds to destroy the rest aforesaid. The 
duke of Hereturd replied, if it be so, we can 
never trust them. ‘The duke of Norfolk re- 
turned, tar certain not; for although they can- 
hot accomplish their designs at present, yet 
they will be contriving ten years trom this 
ume to destroy us in our houses.” - * 

VYhis complaint in writiug having been read 
before the king and lords, it was then ordain- 
ed by dau, with the assent of all the other 
estates, that the matters therein comprised 
should be detemnined and ended by the guod 
advice and discretion of the king, and the com- 
misioners already assigned by authority of 
pal, ‘The reason of constituting thcse com- 
missioners we have reserved as the finishing 
siroke to the long proccedings of this parl. 

Lhe Authority of the whole Parl, delegated 
to 12 Lords and G© Commoners.}. On this last 
dav of the se-sion, Jan. 31, the commons 
oe the king, “ That whereas they had 

eture them divers petitions, as well for special 
persons as others, not read and answered ; 
and, also, many other snatters and things had 
‘been moved in the presence of the king, 
which, for shortness of time, could not be 
Well determined, that it would please his ma- 
Jesty to conmmit full power to certain lords, 
acd others there named, to examine, answer, 


: 
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John earl af Salisbury, Hy. earl of Northum- 
berland, Tho. carl of Gloucester, ‘Tho. earl of 
Winchester, and Wm. earl of Wiltshire, or 
any 6 of them, together with John Bussey, 
Hy. Green, John Russel, Rob. ‘Teye, Hy. 
Chelmswike, and John Golofre, knights, de- 
puted by the commons in that parl, or any 3 
of them, shall have full power to execute,’ 
answer, and fully determine all the said peti- 
tions, with their coinpluints ; as also, all other 
matters and things moved in the presence of 
the king with all other dependencies upon 
them, not yet determined, as they shall think 
best by their good advice and diseretion to act 
in these affairs—“ By this act,” says Tyrrel, 
“ the whole power and authority of the king- 
dum was now devolved upon the king, 12 
peers, and 6 commoners; and how arbitra- 
riuy they used it, may be secn in the sequel.” 
[The Dukes of Hereford and Norfolk ba- 
nished by the Committee.| No sooner was the 
parl. dissolved, but both the dukes appeared 
beiore the king at Oswaldstree,.when a further 
day was assigned to meet them at Windsor. 
In the mean tine the king, lords, and knights, 
abovesaid, agreed that the determination of 
the diticrence should be according to the laws 
of chivalry; if other proof or evidence could 
not be found for the ending of this dispute by 
the ordinary course of law. But no further 
proof being pruduced by either of the parties, 
they both appeared at the place last inenuoned, 
on the day prefixe:l, to receive the king's 
judyment thereon. Hereupon, as it had been 
determined by the king and the comnuttee of 
park, at Oswaldstree, his maj. ordained, since 
there was no other way to settle the dittcrencey 
that it should be determined by singie combat 
at Cuventry, on a day appointed for that pur- 
pose. The two dukes having accepted of the 
trial by duel, us above, they both appeared at 
Coventry, on the loth of Sept. ready at all 
points, to decide the bloody controversy ; 
when the king took the battle into his own 
hands, as the record has it, and by the full 
advice, authority, and assent of parl. decreed 
and ordained, “ Phat for the peace and trane 
quillity of himself, his kingdom, and his sub- 
jects; and tg avoid the debates and troubles 
that amiyht not only arise between; the two 
dukes, but amongst their friends and followers, 
the duke of Heretond should be banished the 
kingdom for 10 years, to depart on or before 
the 13th of Oct. next, upon the penalty of ine 
curring treason, by authority of parl. Also it 
was ordained, by the authority aforesaid, une 
dcr the saine penalty, that the duke of Heree 
ford should not come in company with the duke 
of Nortuik, nur with Tho, Aruudel, ubp.; nor 
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send nor cause to be sent, nor receive or cause ! there was a provision made, for their greater 
to be received, any message or otherwise, to! security, that the oath of every bp. at his re- 


or from either of them.” 
Nortolk, it was decreed, That forasmuch as 
he had confessed certain points of the accu. 
sation, beture the king at Windsor, on the 29th 
of April last, which he had denied at Oswald- 
‘stree, on the 23d of Feb. toregoing ; and which 
-were very hkely to breed great trouble within 
the kingdom ; the king desiring to punish as 
nghtful lord, all such as were the authors of 
such troubles and debates, and willing also to 
avoid the occasion of them, adjudged and or- 
dained, that ‘lho. duke of Nortolk should void 
the realm, forterm of life, and that he shall be 
out of the kingdom by the 20th of Oct. next 
cuming, to reside in Germany, Bohenia, and 
Hungary, and other parts of Christendom, 
ttpon pain to incur treason, by the authority 
atoresaid. Further, that he should not come 
into the company of the duke of Ilereford, nor 
of ‘Tho. Arundel, nor send or receive messages, 
&c. as in the case of the other. And it was 
hkewise ordained, by the said authority, that if 
either of the dukes, or any tor them, do pro- 
cure any thing to be done against the least 
point in this ordinance, or what was done on 
the 16th of Sept. he or they shall incur the 
fenalty of treason, as if it had been done 
against any other ordinance of the parl. begun 
at Westminster and adjourned to Shrewsbury. 
Lastly, if they, or any for them, should seek 
for any manner of pardon or licence, to return 
hoine, they were also to incur the same penalty, 
by the same authority.” The duke ot Here- 
ford, at tis taking leave of the king at Eltham, 
behaved himself so respectiully, and bore his 
sentence with so much unconcernedness, that 
his majesty was then pleased to declare, that 
he would abate 4 years of his exile. ‘The duke 
of Norfolk, in great grief and discontent, went 
into Germany, and from thence to Venice, 
where not long after he died. 

Proceedings of the Committce.} On the 
11th of Oct. the king, with the dukes of Lan- 
caster, York, Albemarle, Surry, and Exeter, 
the marquis of Dorset, the earls of March, 
Salisbury, and Gloucester, John Busscy, Henry 
Green and Jolin Russel, knights, being again 
assembled by virtue of the authority to thetn 
committed in the parl. at Shrewsbury, made 
certain ordinances and statutes, 5 whereof are 
printed in the Statutes at Large. 
these relating only to our purpuse, and varying 
somewhat from the roll, wants this addition, 
Viz. “ The king, on the day above-mentioned, 
by the assent of the lords and knights of coun- 
ties assigned by authority of pari. doth ordain 
that every person that procureth or endea- 
voureth to repeal or reverse any of the statutes 
or ordinances made by the king ‘and thie said 
committee, and that being duly proved in parl. 
shall be adjudged and have execution as a 
traitor to the kingdom; in hike inanner as they 
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As to the duke of | ceiving his temporalities, and of every lay-lord, 


when be had livery of his lands and tenements 
should be enlarged with these additions, that 
of the bishops was as tollows; “ You shall 
swear, that well and truly you shall hold, nrain- 
tain, and stand to, without fraud or deceit, all 
the statutes, establishinents, ordinances, or 


judgments made and rendered in the pari. 


summoned and begun at Westminster, on the 
Monday next after the exaltation of holy cross, 
in the year of the reign of our lord king Rich- 
ard II. after the conquest, 21, and from thence 
adjourned to Shrewsbury, to tho quindeie of 
st. Hillary, then next toming, and there ended. 
And also all the statutes and ordinances made 
atter the said parl. by the king and lords, and 
knights of shires, coming for the commons to 
that parl, without going or doing to the con- 
trary of any of them, or the dependents on, or 
parcel of them; nor that you will ever repeal, 
revoke, make void, reverse, or annul, nor ever 
sulter them to be repealed, revoked, cassated, 
made void, reversed, or annulled, so long as 
you live ; saving to the king his royalty, liberty 
and right of his crown.” ‘To the Oath of the 
Temporal Lords was this addition; ‘ You shall 
swear, that you will never suffer in time to 
come, any man living to do any thing contrary 
to any of the statutes, establishinents, ordi- 
nances and judyments abovesaid, nor any de- 
pendents on, or part of them. And if any one 
so do and be thereof duly convict, you shall 
use your utinost power and diligence, without 
fraud or deceit, to prosecute hun before the 
king, or his heirs kings of England, and cause 
hin to have execution as an high traitor to the 
king and kingdom. Saving to the king his re- 
gality, liberty, and right of his crown.” 

[Lhe Duke of Lancaster claims the Crown.] 
In 1399, died John duke of Lancaster, the 
king's uncle, who had just lived to see his 
eldest son banished, and have a vote hitnselt 
in the sentence of it. By the duke’s death, 
the title, vast estate and honours, of that 
branch of the royal family, ought to have de- 
volved upon Henry duke of Licrerord his son; 
but the king, jealous of so great power in so 
near a relation, took occasion to prevent it. 
For, on the 8th of March fo'llawing, the com- 
missioners, that had the authority of parl. de- 


The last of | legated to them, met again at Westininster ; 
where they declared that Henry duke of He- 


retord, atter the judgment given against him 
at Coventry, had procured letters patents from 
the king, that, during his absence, he might, 
by his attorney, sue and have livery of any 
lands descended to him, and have his homage 
respited till his return: these letters patents 
the commissioners declared were against law; 
wherefore the king, by the advice and assent 
of the said committee, revoked these letters 
patents, as also the like made to the duke of 


which endeavour or procure to be repealed the! Norfolk.—The new duke of Lancaster, who 
statutes aud ordinances maile during the time} was more irritated a: this last treatment than 
of the sitting of the said parl.” Besides this, at his banishinent, was then in France. To 
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him the discontented nobility and gentry of. 
England applied themselves, as the only man 
that by his birth, power and popularity, could 
redress their grievances. The duke received 
their addresses at first very slightly; but be- 
ing settled at last in Ins resvlutious by Tho. 
Arundel, abp. vf Canterbury, who came to 
him in disguise for that purpose, he determined 
to try his fortune in England on the nrst op- 
portunity. 7 

It was not long before avery fair one of- 
fered; for an account having been brought to 
court, that Roger earl of March, the king’s 
lieut. in Ireland, had been there slain by the 
natives ; to revenge his death and subdue the 
country, the king levied a considerable force, 
and went over in person with them. Towards 
which expedition also he raised money by sc- 
veral undue ways, taking up carriages, vic- 
tunis, and other necessaries without paying 
forthem; by which, and many other mnpru- 
dent and rash practices, he made himself and 
govt. disagreeable to his people. The duke 
of Lancaster, taking advantage of Richard’s 
absence, with Tho. Arundel, abp. of Canter- 
bury, the son and heir of the late ear! of Arun- 
del, and a small company of others, took ship- 
ping in France, and hovering a while on the 
snglish coast, to spy if there were any ready 
to resist them, they at length landed at Ra- 
vensburg (now called Spurn-head) in York- 
shire. At first, the duke gave out that he 
came only to recover his own inheritauce ; but 
finding himself soon joined by Henry Piercy, 
earl of Northumberland, and Henry, named 
Hotspur, his son, Ralph earl of Westinoreland, 
and other lords, und an army of 60,000 men, 
he altered his tune, and boldly laid claim to 
the kingdom. With these forces the duke 
made a speedy march to Bristol, besieged the 
castle, and took it; in which was the earl of 
Wiltshire, lord treasurer, sir John Bussv, and 
sir Hienry Green, of the late junto of part. 
who the next day, by the clamour of the peo- 

le, and without further ‘process, had their 

-ads struck off, & 

The King resigns the Government.] Theduke 
of York, the king’s uncle, who was left guar- 
dian of the realin in his absence, with several 
bps. lords, and others of the king’s council, 
consulted what to do in this exivency, but 
could come to no resolution about it. In the 
mean time, as soon as the king was infurmed 
in Ireland of the duke’s landing, he secured 
his sons, and the sons of the duke of Glouces- 
ter, who were with him, in Trim castle, in that 
kingdom. Then, with the dukes of Albemarle, 
Exeter, and Surrey; with the-*ps. of London, 
Lincoln, and Carlisle, and many others, he 
took shipping with all speed, in order to go 
over and raise such a force as might hinder 
the duke’s progress. But, on his landing, 
when fe found bow matters went, and that the 
people and greater part of the lords had for- 
saken him, and were gone over to duke Hen- 
ry, he laid aside all thoughts of fighting, and 
ae dismissed: bis family; giving them notice, 
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by sir Tho. Piercy, his steward, that they 
might provide for and reserve themselves tor 
better times. After this, the king shifted up 
and down, and was here and there for many 
days, the duke following hin with bis army ; 
till at Jast he fixed at the castle of Conway, in 
Wales, trom whence he sent to speak with the 
abp. and the earl of Northuuberland. They 
nnincdiately wajted on his mxj. to whom he 
declared, “ that he would quit his yovt. if he 
might have his lite secured, and an honourable 

rovision made tor hinself, and 8 persons that 

e should name.” This being granted and 
confirmed, the king went to I lint castle, where, 
after a short conference with the duke of Lane 
caster, they mounted their horses together, 
and rode to Chester that night, the duke’s nu- 
merous army still following. 

At Chester the writs of summons—were is- 
sued out, in king Richard’s name, for a parl. 
to meet on the 30th of Sept. dated August 19, 
from Chester. In the mean time, the king 
was brought up to London, and secured in the 
Tower, until the parl. should sit; and all the 
instruments of his Cession, Resignation, and 
Deposition, with the Articles against him, 
could be prepared. The ubp. of Canterbury 
having objected, that the moment Richard’s 
Renunciation was made, and his Cession and 
Deposition taken, the parl. would be abso- 
lutely dissolved. It was thought necessary, as 
suon as it was met, to have new writs ready to 
issue out for calling another. Accordingly, 
when the aforesaid ceremony was over, which 
met with no opposition from the unhappy 
king, fresh writs came out, dated at Westinin- 
ster, Sept. 30th, to the lords, and all the 
knights, citizens, and burgesses, throughout 
England, which were made returnable in 6 
days time; for they were summoned to meet 
at Westminster on the 6th of Oct. following ; 
these double writs being still extant on record 
to prove it. ‘That these last were the very 
same members that came on the first sume 
mons, though called in Hlenry’s name, appears 
also beyond contradictiun, by the writs for 
their waces or expences, which dr. Brady has 
taken care to preserve. 

The members of both houses being come 
up, they met in a very pompous and unusual 
manner, Scpt. 30, 1399, in the Great Hall at 
Westminster, which was sumptuously set off on 
this occasion. At the upper end of the hall 
was placed a royal throne or chair of state, 
which was empty, and near it the bps. in or- 
der; on the other side, sat the lords temporal, 
and by them the whole body of the commons, 
At the head of the lords sat the duke of Lan- 
caster, next him the duke of York, the dukcs 
of Ajbemarle, Surrey, and Exeter, with: the 
marq,, of Dorset; after thei, in order, sat the 
earls of Arundele, Norfolk, March, Stafford, 
Pembroke, Salisburv, and Devonshire; the 
earls of Northumberland and Westmoreland 
did not sit down, but went about, trom place 
to place, as occasion required them. See 
Stowe’s Chron. p. 23, This piece of new par 
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geantry being adjusted, whick Walsingham | enemies, cr that peace was made, then the said 
‘says was “ alsque presidente guocungne,” a| subsidies should remain to be employed upon 
committee of bps. lords, and commons, was the sole detence of the realm.—In his 16th 
appointed to go to king Richard, then a pri- | year, they gave the same subsidy as was grant- 
soner in the ‘Lower of London, with the in- | ed in the 11th year of his reign, for 3 years ; 
struments of his Renunciation and Deposi- | together with half'a 10th and half 9 15th.— 


tion ready drawn up for that purpose. In his 17th year, the commons granted the 
Lares in the Reign of Richard I. king tor $ years, a subsidy upon wool, woole 


In his ist vear, Richard had two 15ths | fells, &c. 3s. upon every tun of wine, and 12d. 
without cities and boroughs, and two 10ths | upon every pound of mercliandize as in the 
within cities «und boroughs, for two pe 1ith year of his reign; so as this money should 
granted him; and in the same year a poil-tax | only be emploved fur the defence of the realin. 
was cranted fur the war against France.—In | The clergy granted also a full 10th, if the king 
his 2nd year, the former subsidy of wool, lea- | went over; otherwise, only half a 10th._—Ia 
ther, and wool-fells was granted for 3 years; | his 18th year, the clergy gave a 10th, and the 
also 6d. in the pound on all merchandize im-} commons a 15th.—In his 20th vear, the part. 
ported and exported for one year.—In his 3rd | granted 12d. in the pound of ail merchandize 
year, the parl. granted to the king one 15th] mmported, and 3s. per pound on every tun of 
and a half, without the cities and burghs, and | wine for $ years to come. The clergy also 
one 10th and a half within those places; and } gave haifa 10th on their temporalities.—And 
the subsidies on wool, leather, and wool-fells | in his 21st year, the king had granted him the 
for one year more.—tIn his 4th year, there was | subsidy on wool, leather, and wool-tclls, for his 
@ Capitution-tax of 3 groats of every person of | lite; with one whute 10th and 15th, and half 
the kingdom, male or temale, of the age of 16, | a 10th and 15th. But this extravagant ¢rant 
of what state and condition socver, except | was made one of the articles against this un- 
beggars. This was granted tor the expedition | happy prince in the succeeding reign. 
into Britainy, but occasioned an insurrection 
under Wat. Tyler, &c.—In_ his 5th year, 
the former subsidy on weol and leather 
was farther continued fur 4 years, for the as- 
sistance of the Portuguese ; and the same year 
a@ 10th and a 15th was granted for the war 
with France.—In this 7th year there was 
granted two halt 15ths for the war. ‘Vhe sane 
year the parl. gave the king the moiety of a 
4Uth and a 15th against Scotland and France; 
and afterwards for the same purpose two 15ths. 
—In his 9th vear there was granted fur the 
duke of Lancaster's voyage into Spain, for the 
safe keeping of the sea and marches of Scot- 
land; a full 10th and 15th, and half a toch 
and 15th. The clergy also granted a 10th.— 
In his 10th year the parl. granted hulfa 10th 


Price of Provisions in the Reign of Richard I. 

hy 1379, wheat was sold for 4s. a qr. ; white 
wine, 6d. a gallun, and red, dd. The low price 
of corn, at this time, was pleaded by the com- 
Mons weunst granting a supply.--In 1382, 
wine sold tor dl. a tun.—In 1387, barley was 
sold at Leiester tur ¢s. a qr. and wheat for 
25.3 pease, 1s. ; soot, 1s.—In 1390, wheat sold 
ut the sanie town for 16s. 8d. for 14s. and 
13s. dd. a gr: wool, on account of a law 
august the exportation of it, sold for 3s, for 
Qs, and even tur Qud. a stone, 


dlcts pussed in the Reign of Richard IT, 


‘ 

1 Rich. UW. —1. A confirmation of the Liber- 
vies of the Church, the Great Charter, the 
m spirituals, and halfa 15th on all temporals. | Charter of the Forest, and of all Statutes not 
‘They likewise gave hun of every tun of wine | repetled, 2. Peace shall be kept, and justice 
nnpurted or expurted, $s.; and 12d. on every { indierently done ® allinen. 5. <ALL statutes 
pound of merchandize.—In his 11th vear there | of purveyurs coninerd. 4. Against: mainte 
was granted balfa foth and halta 13h; and | nance of quarcels, 5. Confirmation of the staz 
also a subsidy upon leather, wool, and wool- ! tutes coucernine the exchequer; punishment 
feils.—In his 12th year there was granted to | ofa clerk of the exchequer making process for 
the king halta 10th trom the clergy, end half} adebt paid. 6. Agamst villains that withdraw 
a 15th trom the laity; in order to carry on | theirscrviccs. 7. Against giving of liveries for 
the war against Scotland tor the neat vear.— i maintenance. 8. Touching protections cum 
In lus 13th year, there was a subsidy vranted | clausula volaus. 9. Gitts of lands or eoods 
of 40s. on every sacs of-wool; of which 10s. | for maintenance shall be veid, and assizes 
should go ta supply the king's present occas | shal! lie acainst the pernor of the profits, 10. 
sions and the other 30s, to be reserved in the } Contirmetion of pardon granted in the 15th 
hands oF comumissigners appoited by part. ¥ r 


, year of Fdw. LY 11. None that hath been 
not to be expended unless the necessity of the | sheriff shall be sheriff? within 3) yeurs after. 
war required it—-'n jus 14th year the part, 


; 1 12, Touching prisoners of the Fleet guivered to 
granted to the king one half 10th from the | go at laree, 13. Obligations made by spirt- 
clergy, and a whole 15th trom the laity.—In 


| tual men to do contrary to the laws of ihe 
bis 15th year the lords and commons granted | church, shall be void. 14. Concerning tithes. 
to the king halfa 10th and half a isths with 


15, ‘Phat no spiritual person be arrested during 
one other whole LUth, as it called, and one , 


ay divine service. 
15th; copditioually, that if the king went not 


, 2 Rich. [.—1. That merchants strangers 
personally iuig Pouce or Scotland against his, mav safely brine any merchundizes into thus 
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realm, 2. Against forcstalling of wines. 8. 
For merchants and others towards the west 
gohes 4. Against mariners flying out of the 
‘king's service -withont licenee, 5. Acuinst 
raisers of false ncws or seditious rumuurs. 
6. Agunst Welshinens taking away women 
and aaids out of England, and other abuses. 
7. Urban was duly chosen pope, aud s0 ought 
to be accepted and obeyed. 8. Contirmauon 
of the statutes of labourers. ° 

Other Statutes made the same 2d_ year. 
Stat. 2.—1. Confirmation of the Liberties of 
the Church, the Great Charter, Charter of tlie 
Forest, and of all Statutes. 2. Repeal of su 
much ot the act made the last parl. as touch- 
eth unlawful assemblics in Wales, 3,-For pro- 
cess to be made avainst them, which after uitts 
made of their lands and goods by collusion, fly 
tu sanctuary. 

3 Rich. I[.—1. Confirmation of all liberties 
and statutes. 2. The penalty of the adnacer 
fur sewing of faulty cloth, 3. Against farming 
of benetices of aliens.» 

4 Rich, I.—1. For the gauging of wines. 
oils, and honey. 2. The king’s pardua., 

_§ Rich. U.—1. Confirmation of the Liber- 
tics of Moly Church, the Great Charter, the 
Charter of the Forest, and all other Statutes 
nat repealed. 2. Ayainst transporung gold 
and silver out of the realm, and against de- 
parture of the king’s subjects out of the realm 
without licence. 3. Avainst importing or 
es of merchandizes, but only in Fng- 
lish ships. 4. Concerning the prices gf wines 
tohe sold in the realm, 5. Sweet wines and 
caret not to be sold by retail in Eng'and after 
the nativity of st. Juhn. 6. The king’s par- 
don to those that repressed the late rebellion. 
7, Manumissions made by mennce at the late 
wsurrecuon shall be void. 6. Against cuter- 
ing into lands where it is not lawful, 9. 
Touching deeds destroyed in the late insurrec- 
tion, 10. Tuuchiug discharzes of debts and 
accumpts in the exchequer, 11. The cover 
nants of thens that shall serve the king in his 
wars or embassages to bg putin writing, and 
returned into the exchequer, 12. That ac- 


Compts in the exchequer be shortly heard. |. 


13. For two clerks to be assigned to make 
parcels of accoinpts in the exchequer. 14. 
Yhat accounts uf Nechil be put out of the 
exchequer. 15. Concerning the clerk of the 
pipe, and the two remembrancers tor the en- 
‘ty of writs of the oe and privy seal, and tu 
make schedules and certificates, 16. Upon a 
judgment of livery, the remeinbrancer shall 
Cause the syit to cexse. 17. The feces of the 
clerks of the exchequer for making a commis- 
sion or record of Nist prius, 

Other Statuics made the same Sth year. 
Stat..2.—1. For the well intreating of mer- 
Chants strangers, 2. For passing of wools, 
‘eather, and fells, 3. A subsidy granted to 
the king, so that it may be wholly imployed 
Upon the safe keeping of the scas. 4. For 
Counng to the purl, 5. Agaiust preachers of 

TCSIeS, 


PARL. HISTORY, Ricuanp IL. - List of Acts. 


f 


@ 


[216 


6 Rich. U.—1, Confirmation of all Liber- 
nes of the Church, Magna Charta, Charte 
Forest, with all Statutes not repeuled. 4. 
For actions to be pursued in their proper coun- 
ties. S. In what cowts writs of nusances, 
called Vicuntie/s, shall be pursued. 4. Touch- 
ing deeds inroiled that were destroved in the 
last insurrection, 5. FGrsessigus to be holden 


by justices of assize and yaol-delivery in the 
principal towns. 6. Against ravishing of wo- 


men, 7. For prices of sweet wines by retail. 
8. For qualification of the act touching the 
navy, made 5 Rich. HE. cap. 3. 9. Victuallers 
to bear no office in towns where they dwell. 
10. Alicns bringing victuals into the reain 
may, scll the same in gross or by retail. 11. 
That hosts use no more forestatling of victuals. 
12, Mayors to be sworn to keep the ordt- 
nances of fishmoungers and victuailers. 13. 
The king’s pardon touching the late rebellion. 

At another parl. holden the saine 6th year.— 
1. A statute enlarging the sume pardon. 2. 
Confirmation of the statutes of purveyors. 3. 
Release of such from actions of trespass as can 
prove they were compelled to the late insur- 
rection, 4. Actions of trespass ta be brought 
within a limited ume. 5, ‘The number uf wit- 
nesses to prove the compulsion. 

7 Rich, I.—1. Contrmation of the Liber- 
tics of the Church, 2, Confirmation of Mag- 
na Charta, the Charter of the Forest, and ail 
Statutes nat repealed. 3. For calling of ju 
rors within forests. 4, Touching imprison- 
ment by otlicers of the forests, 5. Touching 
night-walkers, rogues, and vagabonds, 6. Pro~ 
clamation to be made four tines yearly, by the 
sheriffs, of the statute of Winchester. 7. That 
Nist prius be granted at the suit of any of the 


jurors, if the parties, atter the distress three 


tumes served, do refuse it. 8. For purveyors. 
9, Against deceit of cloths. 10. Touching 
assize for rent going out of lands lying in two 
counties, 11, The statute of victuallers, Sih 
and Gth of king Rich, repealed. 12. Noa alien 
shall occupy any benetice of the church, 14. 
Against riding in harness. 14, Concerning at- 
tornics of defendants in writs of Prawmunire 
fucias, 15. Against champerty and mainute- 
hance. 16. Against sending’ armour or vice 
tual in Scotland, 17. Por tiainpernors to 
satisfy the plaintiff for Is dclay, where the 


defendant kecpeth nat his day. 


8 Rich. If—1. Contirmation of the Laiber- 
ties of the Church, Great Charter, the Charter 
of the Forest, and all Statates. 2. That no 
man of Jaw be justice of assise or gaol-delivery 
in his own country. 3, Neither the king’s jus- 
stices, nor barons of the exchequer, shall take 
fee or reward, but of the king. 4. Against 
false entering of pleas, raising of rolls, and 
changing of verdicts. 5. Of the jurisdiction 
of the constable and marshal. 

9. Rich, H.—1. Continnation of all Statutes 
not repealed, saving of «Statute made 8. R. 11. 
c. 3. 2. Touching villains flying to cities and, 
boroughs. 3. For writs of attaint and error 
for them in the reversion, 4 Trial whether 


x 
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@ prior be dative and removeable, or perpetual. | Somerset, Gloucester, Dorset, and. Bristol. 


5. For fees of priests taken in the marshalsea 
of the king’s house. 

10 Rich. Il.—An act for the 
ance of the realm. | ; 

11 Rich. IJ.—1. The abp, of York and others 
attainted of high treason. 2. Clause to pre- 
vent traudulent conveyances of their estates. 
3. The estates of the bp. of Chichester and 
others also forfeited. 4. The penalty of con- 
cealiny any part of the said estates. 5. Issues 
in tail, and jointures of women excepted. 
6. Penalty of petitioning the king for any grant 
of the said estates during the war. 7. All 
merchants, aliens and denizens may buy and 
sell without interruption. 8. Certain annuities 
granted by the king, made void. 9. That no 
New impositions be put upon wools, leather, 
&c. 10. That no letters from the king under 
the signet or privy seal be sent in disturbance 
of the law. 11. For keeping assises and ses- 
sions in chief towns. | 

12 Rich. H.—1. Confirmation of the Liber- 
ties of the Church, the Great Charter, the 
Charter of the Forest, and of all Statutes not 
repealed. 2. Touching electing of officers. 
3. Confirmation of all statutes for labourers 
and victuallers, and for stocks to be in every 
town, for demeanour of labourers. 4 and 5. 
For wages for labourers, and how they shall 
behave themselves. 6. Concerning weapons 
not to be worn by artificers, and against un- 
lawful games to be used by them. 7. For 
beggars. 8. Concerning such as pretend them- 
selves to have been captive or maimed in fo- 
reign countries. 9. Touching vagabonds, and 
concerning urtificers and labourers. 10. How 
many justices of the peace shall be in every 
county, and for holding of their sessions. 11. 
The punishment of. him that telleth lies of the 
peers or great ofhcers of the realm. 12. In 
what cascs the lords and spiritual persons 
shall’ be contributary to the expences of the 
knights of purl. 13. For avoiding of annoy- 
ances by casting of dung or carrion into ditches 
and, other places. 14. For the mensure of 
cloths. 15. ‘That none pass out of the realm 
to obtain any henefice of holy church. 16. 
For removing the staple from Middleborough 
to Calais. 


good govern- 


13 Rich. II.—1. The king’s presentee shall 


not be received into a church full of an in- 
cumbent, till he hath recovered it by law. 
2. Touching the jurisdiction of the consta- 
ble of England. 3. The jurisdiction of the 
steward and marshals court shall not exceed 
12 miles from the king’s lodging. 4. Con- 
cerning the duty of the clerk of the market of 
the king’s honse. 5. Touching the jurisdic- 
tion of the admiral. 6. Touching serjeants at 
artus and their ofice. 7. Touching the oftice 
of justices of peace. 8. Touching servants 
and lahourers, and for the price of victuals 
and horse bread. 9. Touching packing, and 
for true weights and measures. 10. The length 
aud breadth of cog-ware and Kendal cloths. 
31. Touching cloths made in the counties of 
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12. Touching tanners and cordwamers, 13. 
The ability of. such as shall be permitted to 
hunt. 14. Touching recognizances and double 
bonds in the exchequer. 15. Rejoining of 
castles and gaols to the counties. 16. Touche 
ing protections. 17. Where he in reversion 
may be reccived in a suit commenced aguinst 
the particular tenant. 18. ‘Touching attamts 
in Lincoln. 19. For the preservation of fish. 
20. At what ports pilgrims shall pass out of 
the realm. 

Other Statutes made the same 13th Year. 
—1. Touching charters of pardon. 2 and 3. 
Touching provisoes. An ordinance to pre- 
vent disturbance in judicial proceedings. 

14 Rich. 1.—1. For removing the staple 
from Calais to England. 2. Touching ex- 
changes to the court of Rome. 3. The mayor 
and officers of the staple sball be sworn to 
the king. 4. Against regrating of wools. 5. 
Touching the carrying of wool and lead out 
of the realm by strangers. 6. For the freight- 
ing of English ships. 7. For the shipping of 
tin only at Dartmouth. 8. Touching gauging 


of Rhenish wine. 9. That merchant strangers. 


be ‘well intreated. 10. No customer nor 
comptroller shall have slip of his own, nar 
shall hold his office but at the king’s plea- 
sure. 11. For the number of justices of peace 
in every county, and their wages. 12. At 
what value Scottish money shall be current. 

15 Rich. 2.—1. Contirmation of former 
statutes, 2, Against forcible entries. 3. The 
admirals jurisdiction. 4. Touching the mea- 
suring corn in London. 5. What is mortmain, 
6. In appropriation of churches there shall be 
provision made for the poor and a vicar. 7. 
Touching carrying of victuals or merchandizes 
into Scotland. 8. For the shipping of tin, and 
for repeal of a statute made 14 Rich. II. c. 7. 
9. For the taking of recognizances of the 
staple. 10. Vouching cloth made in Surry, 
Sussex, and Southampton. 11. Touching 
girdlers, 12. Against answering before the 
council of lords and ludies concerning free- 
hold. 

16 Rich. If.—1. Concerning merchants 
aliens retailing merchandizes. 2. Against 
such as compel any persons to appear betore 
the council of lords and ladies, to answer 
for their freehold. 3. That the clerk of the 
market have weights and measures according 
to the standard. 4. Touching liveries. 5. Pres 
munire for purchasing bulls from Rome. 6. 
Touching the obtaining charters of pardon. 

17 Rich. I.—1. Against the melting money 
to make plate, and probibiting toreiza comms. 
2. Touching cloths. 3. Touching jtransporta- 
tion of worsteds. 4. °For the cleansing of 
malt sold in London. 5. For certain othcers 
to have no estate in their offices for life 
nor years, but only at the king’s pleasure. 
6. For damages for them that be vexed be- 
fore the counsel, or in the chancery, upon un- 
true suggestions. 7. Touching the carrying of 
corn out of the realin. 8. -\guinst riots and 


* 
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unlawful assemblies. 9. That justices of peacc 
be conservators of the statutes tor preservation 
of salmon. 10. Two learned men in the law 
shall be in every commission of gaol delivery. 
11. Aldermen of London shall not be elected 
yearly, but remain until they be put out for 
reasonable cause. 12. An explanation of the 
statute 28 Edw. 3. c. 10. That the mayor, 
aldermen, &c. of London, shall not incur the 
penalty of the said statute for erroneous judg- 
ment. 13. The ward of Farringdon Without 
shall clect an alderman. | 

20 Rich. IL—i. Against riding or going 
armed. 2. Touching liveries. 3. ‘That no lords 
nor others sit with justices of assise on the 
bench. 4. That no ship be compelled to 
come to any port in England. 5. Against 
taking of horses without warrant. 6. An act 
Licensing Belknap und others to come into 
England. 

241 Rich. If.—1. Confinnation of the Li- 
berties of Holy Church, and of all cities, bo- 
roughs, and commonalties. 2. Repeal of’ the 
commission made to the earl ot Arundel, 
and others. 3. For the forfeiture and punish- 
iment of traitors. 4, 5, 6,7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 
13 and 14. Acts touching the king and con- 
servation of the realm. 15. The king’s general 
pardon. 16. Authority givea to certain com- 
missioners to examine and answer petitions. 
17. Against licenses to ship merchandizes of 
the staple. 18. For carrying lastace of stones 
to Calais, to repair the same. 19. Confirma- 
tion of statutes made for pulling down of 
wears. 20. Against them that pursue to re- 
verse any thing made in this parliament. 


a — 
Henry IV. 
A Parl. called.| It may not be amiss in 


the beginning of this parl. to give the names of 
the peers summoned to it by the second writ, 
in Henry’s name; and as these, with the peers 
called to the first, stand in sir Robert Cotton’s 
Abridgcement, on two opposite pages, there is 
no difference except in the names of the kings ; 
and, in the former, sir Thos. Erpingham is put 
as warden of the cinque ports, which in the 
other he is not. The first writ is thus direct- 
ed, “* Ner [ Richardus] 3c, dilecto consanguineo 
suo Henrico duci Lancastriea salutem, 5c. apud 
Westmonasterium in crastino §. Michaelis prox- 
imo futuro. Teste rege apud Cestriam rrir die 
Augusti.” The other is, “ Rex [ Henricus] gc. 
Henrico duci Lancastria [filio suo] &e. apud 
Westmonastertum, in festo sanct. Fidis Virgi- 
nis, sexto die Octobris, 1399. ‘Teste rege apud 
Westmonasterium, 80 Septembris.”” Seagsir Ro- 
bert Cotton’s Abridgement of the Records, 
from which work the parliamentary proceed- 
ings of this and some succceding reigns are 
almost wholly taken.—Next follow the 
Names and Titles of the Peers. 
Edin. duke of York W. Id. Ferrers of Groby 
Edw. d. of Albemarle Thos. ld. Morley 
Thos. d. of Surrey Rd. Id. Scrope 
John d. of Exeter Hugh Id, Burnel 
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John marq. of Dorset 

Thos. de Beauchamp, 
carl of Warwick 

Aubrey de Vere, ec, of 
Oxtord 

Edw. Courtney, e. of 
Devon 

Johnde Montacute, e. 
of Sarum 

Henry VPercie e. of 
Northuinberland 

Edw. e. of Stattord 

M. de lu Pole ec. of 
Suttolk 

Thos. de Percie e. of 
Worcester 

Thos. le Despenser e. 
of Gloucester 

Ralph Nevile e. of 
Westmoreland 

Thos. Id. de Camois 

John ld. Bourchier 

John Id. de Charleton 

- Powys 

Wm. Id. Clinton 

Thos, Id. de la Ware 

Stephen Id. Scrope of 
Masham 

Win. Id. Roos of Wam- 
lake 


[259 


Thos. Id. Berkeley of 
Berkeley 
John Id. Welles 
Pinhp Id. Despencer 
Almarie Id. St. Amand 
Ralph Id. Cromwell 
Ralph Id. Lumley 
Ralph Id. Gecystock 
Rob. Jd. Harnneton 
Henry Id. Fite-tdugh 
John Id, Darcy 
Walter ld. Fitz-Walter 
Wan. Id. Willoughby 
John Id. Cobham 
Wm, Id. Dacre - 
Wm. Id. Nevile of 
Hallomshire 
Rd. ld. Seymore 
Wm. Beauchamp Jd. 
Bergavenny 
Ju.|d. Lovell, of Tich- 
marsh | 
Rd. Id. Grey of Codo- 


nore 

Reginald Id. Grey of 
Ruthin 

Thos. Id. Bardolf of 
Wormgay 

Rob. Id. Scales 

Peter Id. Mautey. 


On Monday, being the 6th of Oct. 1399, 


these peers, with the bps. and commons of 
Eugland, being assembled in the great hall at 
Westminster, and the new king placed in the 
roval throne; by his command, Tho. Arun- 
dele, abp, of Canterbury, declared, “ That 
this parl. was summoned by king Richard, ta 
be held the Tuesday next betore. Which 
suinmons was annulled and made void by the 
accepting of the Renunciation of the said king 
Richard, and deposing of him; which was 
done the same day in the presence of the king, 
lords and commons, as by the process here- 
after to be read would appear.”—He then told 


them, “ That this most famous realm, abound-~" 


ing in all felicities, had been long governed by 
children and young counsellors, and Would ut- 
terly have been ruincd and wasted, had not 
God sent a wise and discreet man to govern 
the same, who meant, by God’s help, to be 
governed himself by the wise and old heads of 
the realm.”—After this he took for his text 
these words out of Maccabees, Incumbit nobis 
ordinare pro regnd, i.e. itis the king's will to 
be governed by the honourable, discreet, and 
sage men of the realm, and by their common 
consent; and not by his will or humour, to 
rule the same. He ftrther laid great stress on 
this, “ That this nation, of any under the sun, 
might best support and live within itself ale 
ledging for authority this adage, Quod tnter 
regna, hoc principatum tenet.” To these he 
added, “ That to every good govt. 3 things 
were ‘required; 1st, justice; next, that the 
laws should be duly chserved; and lastly, thag 
every degree of men, in their several vocations, 
should be encouraged and protected.” He 
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brought many reasonsgzwhy this nation ought | 
to be well PPE suid, °° Dinat their | 
new king imtended strictly to observe these 3! 
points. He concluded with acynaiuting them, 
« That Henry, their king and lord, meant to! 
be crowned on the Mouday following, atter | 
which he would wholly addict himself to the | 


care of the commonwealth; and desired the | 


{ 


comuons that tivy would consent to have the | some discourse with his cousins, Henry duke of 


parl. contmued to the Tuesday following.” | 


After this harangue was ended, Heurv Percie, : 


earl of Northumberland, and constable of. 
England, demanded of the lords and com- 


mons, whether they would agree to this con- | 


tinuance, who, being all and severally exa- 
mined, consented thereto.—T ben the receivers 
and triers of petitions for England, Ireland, 
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bility and insufficiency, there by the said king 
himself contessed, and that in the best manner 
and form the same could he done, as counsel 
learned should best order; the said king betore 
the said lords and others abovc-uained, here- 
unto benignly answered, ‘¢ That be would 
with edtect accomplish, what before in that be- 
half he had promised,” but desired to have 


Lancaster, and the said lord abp. of Canter- 
bury, before he tultilled such his promise, Af 
terwards the same day atter dinner, the said 
king much affecting the coming of the said duke 
of Lancaster, and having Jong waited tor him, 
at last the said duke ot Lancaster, the lords, 
and others above-named, and also the sid abp,. 
of Canterbury, did come to the presence of the 


Wales, and Scotland, were appointed, with ; said king in the tower atoresaid; the lords de 


those tor Gascoizny, and other places beyond ! 
the seas, with the isles. | 


Roos, de Willoughby, and de Bergavenny, and 
very many others beme then there present ; 


Renunciation of Kichurd II.} The next | and after the said king had had discourse with 


thing they went upon, was to read the record 
of the Renunciation of king Richard IT. with 
their acceptance of the same, and the depo- 
sitiun of the said king, as tollows : 


Tie roll of parliament summoned ard holden at 
Westminster, on the feast of st. Faith the 
virgin, in the first year of the reign of king 
Henry IV. after the conquest, membrane XX. 

The record and process of the renunciation of 
king Richard IT, after the conquest, and 
like.ctse the acceptance of the sume renun- 
ciution, with the depusition of the sume King 
Richard afterwards ensuing. 

*¢ Be it remembered, that on Monday the 
feast of st. Michacl the archangel, in the 23rd 
year of the reign of king Richard II. the lords 
spiritual and temporal, and other persons of 
note ; that is to say, the lord Rich. ie Scroop, 
abp.of York, John bp. of feretord, Henry 
earl of Northumberland, and Ralph earl or 
Westmoreland; the lord Hugh de Burnel, 
Tho. lord de Berkeley, the priur of Canter- 
bury with the abbot of Westminster, Wim. 
Thyrning, knight, and John Markham, jus- 
tices; Jao. Stow and John Burbache, doctors 
of laws, Tho. de Erpingham and Tho. Gray, 
knights, Wm. de Feryby and Dionysius Lap- 
ham, public notaries, first deputed to the act 
uncder-written, by the assent and advice of se- 
veral of the lords spiritual and temporal, and 


of the judges and others, skilful as weil in the. 


civil and canon law, as in the Juws of the 


reulm, assembled at Westminster m the usual | 


place of council; did about 9 of the clock come 
to the presence of the said king, being within 
the tower of London: and it. being recited be- 
fore the said king, by the said earl of Northum- 
berland, in the behalf of all the rest betore- 
named, so as aforesaid jomed with him: how 
the said king heretofore at Conway in North- 
Wales, being at hberty, did promise unto the 
lord Vho. abp, of Canterbury, and the carl of 
Northumberland, that he would yield up and 
renounce the crown of Eagiand aid France, 
and lus regal majesty, fur Gasusez oF his ana- 


the said duke of Lancaster and abp. exhibiting 
a merry countenance here and there amongst 
them to part thereot, as appeared to those that 
stood round about; at last the said king calling 
| 


to jum all that were there present, did publicly 
say before them, “ That he was ready to make 
the renunciation, and to renounce and recede, 
according to the prounse by him made as ature- 
sud.” And so forthwith, althouch, as was 
said pinto him, he might have made sume de- 
puty to have served as the organ of Ins voice, 
tor avuiding so tedious a labyur as the reading 
of the said cession and renunciation, reduced 
by others into a schedule of parchment; yet 
the said king, very willingly as appeared, and 
with a pleasant countenance, holding the said 
schedule in his hand, said, “ That he himself 
would read it,” and distinctly read the same 


through: and also did absolve all his liege - 


people, and renounce, and recede, and swezr, 
and other things did say and pronounce in 
reading, and did subscribe it with his own 
hand, as is more fully coutaincd in the said 
schedule ; the tenor whereof 1s such.” 

‘ Tn the name of God, Amen. I, aaaaate: 
by the grace of God, king of England an 
France, and lord of Ircland, do absolve the 
abps. bps. and other prelates of churches, se= 
cular or regular, of Slienece: dignity, degree, 
state, or condition tley be; the dukes, mar- 
quisses, earls, barons, vassals, and valvasors, 
and all and every my liege people whatsoever, 
ecclesiastics or seculars, of all the suid king- 
doms and dominions, by what name soever 
| they are known, trom the oath of fealty and 
. homage, and other oaths whatsoever to me 

nade, gud from all bond or tye of legiance, 

royalty, und dominion, whereby they have beca 
or are obliged, or otherwise in any manner 
bound unto me. And I do free, release, and 
acquit them and their heirs and successors for 
ever, froin the said oaths and other obligations 
whatsocver, And I do dismiss them tree, un- 
i loosen, quit and in fall immunity, 4s far as Tes 
i lates to my person, to every effect of law which 
may fallow trom the preiisses, oy any of them, 


a 


953] 


And [ do purely, of my own accord, simply 
and abselutely, in and by the best manner, 
way, and form that may be, in these writings, 
renvunce and totally resign, all kingly digmty 
and majesty, and the crown and dominion and 
power of the said kingdom and dominions, and 
all other my dominions and possessions, or any 
way belonging of appertuining unto me, by 
Wat name suever they may be reckoned up 
within the aforesaid kingdoms, or elsewhere ; 
and all right and colour of right and tude, pos- 
session, and dominion, which at any time | 
have had, now have, or by any means shull 
have in or to the same, or any of them, with 
their universal rights and appurtenances, or 
any dependencies however, on them or any 
of them: and also the rule and government of 
the said kingdoms and dominions, and their 
adiinistratiun, and all manner of meer and 
mixt empire and jurisdiction to me in the said 
kingdoms belonging, or that may be belonging ; 
and to the name of king, and the honour, re- 
gality, and cclsitude royal, purely, voluntarily, 
simply, and absolutely, by the best manner, 
way, and form, that the same can be done im 
these writings, I do renounce, and them do tu- 
tally resign, and in deed and in word dismiss 
aud quit the same, and from them do recede 
for ever. Saving to my successors kings of 
Fauland, the rights to them or any of them be- 
longing, or that shall any way belong, in the 
said kin-doms or dominions, and all other the 
reinisses for ever. And 1 do contcss, acknow- 
dee, repute, and truly and oat of certain 
knowledge, do judge mysclt to have been and 
tobe utterly imsuflicient and unuseful for the 
rile and yovt. of the satd kingdoms and domi- 
nions, with all their appurtenances: and that 
for my noturious demerits | deserve to be de- 
posed. And [ do swear upon these holy gos- 
pels of God, by me corporally touched, that I 
will never act contrary to the said resignation, 
renunciution, dismission, and cession; nor any 
way oppose tlic same in decd or in word, by 
myself or any other or others: nor will, as 
usuch as in me lies, permit the same publicly or 
privately tube contranied or opposed; but the 
said renunciation, resignation, dismission, and 
cession, will fur ever esteem ratitied and well- 
pleasing, and firmly hold and observe the same 
m the whole and in every part; so Gud me 
help, and these holy gospels of God. I the 
beture-named king Richard do here subscribe 
myscif with my own hand.” _ 

“ And presently to the said renunciation 
aud cession, the said king added by word of 
mouth, ‘ That if it lay m his power the said 
duke of Lancaster should succeed him in his 
kingdon! But, because, as he said, this did 
not depend on his pleasure, he did request the 
said abp. of York, and bp. of Heveford, whom 
he for that tine bud constituted his procura- 
tors, to declare and intimate such his cession 
and renunciatiou to the states of the kingdom, 
« Vat they would be pleased to sizify to the 
people, his will aud intention in that behalf’ 
And in token of such his will and intcrtion, did 
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then and there openly pluck off the golden ring 
of his signet from his own finger, and put it 
upon the tinger of the said duke ot Lancaster, 
desiring as he athrmed, that the same mht he 
made known to all the states of the kingdom. 
Which being done, taking their leaves on both 
sides, they all went out af the said tower to 
return to their lodgings. 

“© But on the morrow, viz. Tuesday the feast 
of st. Jerome, in the great hall at Westminster, 
inthe place honourably prepared for holding 
the parl. the said abps. of Canterbury and 
York, and the duke of Lancaster, and other 
dukes and lords, as well spiritual as temporal, 
whose namcs are under written, and the com- 
mons of the said kingdoin, assembled in a great 
multitude in parl. being present, and the said 
duke of Lancaster being seated in a place due 
to his quality, and the cliur of state, being so- 
lemnly adorned with cloth of gold, but then 
empty, without any person whatever presiding 
therem : the above-named abp. of York, in the 
name of himeelf, and of the said bp. of Here- 
tord, according to the order of the said king, 
did publicly declare the Cession, and Renun- 
Clation, ty have been so made by him as afore- 
said, with the subscription of his royal hand, 
and delivery of his signet. And the said Ces- 
sion and Renunciation, did there cause to be 
read by another, first in Latin and then in 
English. 

“ Tnmediately after which, it was demanded 
of the estates and people there present, to 
wit, first of the abp. of Canterbury, to whom, 
by reason of the dignity and prerogative of 
his ietropolitun church of Canterbury, it 
belongs in this behalf to have the first voice 
amunyst the rest of the prelates, and nobles 
of the realm, ‘whether, for. their interest and 
the utility of the kingdom, they would be 
pleased to admit such Renunciation and 
Cession.’” And the said states and people, 
judging from the causes by the said king 
himself} an his Renunciation and Cession 
afuresaid, sigmihed, that the same was very 
expedient, did each man singly by himself, 
and in coinmon with the peuple, unanimously 
adinit the said Cession and Renunciation, 
After which admission, it was then and there 
publicly declared, that besides such Cession 
and Renunciation, so as aturesuid admitted, 
it would be verv expedient and profitable to 
the kincdom, for the removing of ail scruples, 
and taking away sinister suspicions, that very 
many crimes and detects, by. the said king 
about the il governunce of his kingdom very 
often committed, reduced into writing by way 
of articles, by reason of which, as himself 
atiinmed in the Cession, by hin made, he was 
deservedly to be deposed, should be publicly 
read, and declared to the people. And so 
the greatest part of the eaid articles were 
then and there read through. The tenour of 
ali which articles is such :’— 
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sessions belonging to his crown, and that to | signs of peace andlove, to the said duke and 
persons unworthy; and his indiscreet squan- | earls, and to the rest appeared with a plea- 
dering the same away otherwise, and to that} sant and benign countenance. Yet the said 
end imposing, without cause, collections and | king always and continually bearing gall in his 
other gricvous burthens on his people, more | heart, did at last, taking an opportuntty, cause 
than they were alle to bear: and also innu- { the said duke of Gloucester, the uncle of him, 
merable other evils by his assent and command | the said king, and also the son of Edw. the 
perpetrated ; there were by the whole parl, | late king of England, cf happy memory, and 
certiin prelates, and others, temporal lords, | constable of England, then humbly going to 
elected and assiyned, who might with all! mect the said king, in solemn procession; and 
their power, and at their own charges, faith- | the said earls of Arundel, and Warwick, to be 
fully labour about the just govt. of the realm: | taken and arrested; and him the said duke 

et the king causing a conventicle to be held | out of the kingdom of England, to the town 
by him, with his accomplices, the said lords, | of Calais, did cause to be led, and there im- 
as well spiritual as temporal, so uccupicd | prisoned, and under the custody of the earl of 
about the safety and protit of the kingdom, | Nottingham, one of the appellors of the said 
did propose to impeach of high treason; and | duke, detained, and without answer, or any 
did violently draw the judges of the kingdom, | lawful process whatsoever, did inhumanly and 
for tear of death ‘and corporal tortures, to | cruelly cause to be suffocated, strangled, and 
such his wicked purpose, most vigorously | murdered. And the earl of Arundel, though 
Striving to destroy the said lords—IT. The | he pleaded as well the general pardon, as a 
said king lately at Shrewsbury, caused several, | pardon afterwards to him specially granted, 
and the greater part of the judges, to come | and desired justice to be done him, yet in his 
befure him and his favourites privately in a] parl. encompassed with anned men, and in- 
chamber, and by menaces, and various ter- | numerable archers of the people by him ga- 
rors, and .such affmghtments as anight fall | thered to that purpose by pressing, did damn- 
even upon men of constant resulutions, did | ably cause to be beheaded. And the earl of 
induce, cause, and compel them severally to} Warwick, and lord Cobham, did commit to 
answer certain questions there propounded, | perpetual imprisonment; wickedly and against 
on the behalf of the king; concerning the | Justice, and the laws of his kingdom, and his 
laws of his kingdom, besides, and avuainst | express oath,. confiscating their lands and te- 
their will, and otherwise than they would } nements, as well tee-simple, as fee-tail, from 
have answered, had they been at liberty and ; them and their heirs, and giving the same to 
unforced... By coluur of which answers, the | their appcllors.—V. At the same time, that 
suid king purpused to have proceeded atter- : the king in his parl. caused the duke of Glou- 
wards tu the destruction of Tho. duke of Gluu- | cester, and earls of Arundel and Warwick, to 
cestcr, and the earls of Arundel and Warwick, | be adjudged, that he might more freely excr- 
and other lords, acainst whose deeds and be- + cise his cruclty upon them, and accomphish his 
haviour the said king was much incensed, | injurivus will in other matters, he gathered to 
chiefly because they desired the said king to | himself a great multitude of malefactors of 
be under good guidance; but providence with- | the county of Chester; of whom some passing 


govt. viz. his giving away the goods and pos- | all offences; and had for many years shewn 


stinding it. by the resistance and power of the | with the king through the kingdom, as well 
said fords, the king was not able to bring such ; within the king's palace as without, did cruclly 
Lis de-ign to effect.—IT, When the lords temn- | kill the liege subjects of the kingdom, and 
poral detcuding themselves, had withstood his i soune they beat and wounded, and did plunder 
wnalice and fraud, and the said king had pre- { the goods of the people, and refuse to pay for 
fixed adav tor holding his parl. to do thein | their victuals, and did ravish and violate their 
and other inhabitants of the realm, justice in | wives, and other women; and though there 
that behalf, and the said temporal lords were | were grievous complaints, of such their ex- 
quiedy and peaceably gone home, and at rest | cesses, brought to the hearing of the said 
inthe houses, in hope and confidence of | king, yet the said king did not regard to cause 
the said parl. the king secretly sent the duke + Justice to be done, or any remedy thereupon, 
of Ireland with his letters and standard to-! but did favour the said troops in such their 
wards Chester, and there gathered multitudes | evil-doings, trusting in them and their guard, 
in arins, and caused them to mse azainst the | against all others of his kingdom; for which 
suid lords, the nobles of the kingdom, and | cause, the faithful people of his kingdom had 
servants of the state, publicly erecting his | great matter of commotion and indignation.— 
standard against the peace which he had sworn, VI. Although the said king by his writs, 
to kecp. Vrom whence slaughters of sen, | caused proclamation to be made through- 
captivitics, dissentions, and other infinite mis- | out the whole kingdom, that he had caused 
chicts, did ensue throughout the whole king- | his uncle the duke of Gloucester, and the 
dom; by which act he became guilty of perjury. | earls of Arundel and Warwick, to be taken 
---TV. Although the said king hid in full parl. | and arrested, not for any assemblings of 
and by the assent thereof, pardoned the said | troopings by them formerly made within the 
dike of Gloucester, and earls of Arundel and | kingdom of England, but for very many ¢X- 
Warwick, and all their assistants, aud others, | torions, oppressious, and other things by them 
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afterwards done, aud perpetrated, against his | firm the statutes urdaincd in bis last perha- 
ruyalty, and kingly inaj.; and that it was not | incnt; whereupon our lord the pope yrauted 
bis iutention, that any of the family of the | his Apostolic Letters, iv which ericvous cen- 
said duke, and carls, or @ their followers at} sures are denounced against any that should 
the time of such assembling, anil one ee In‘any thing to act contrary to the 
siould for that occasion be mglested, rage | said statutes ; ill which are well known to tend 
grieved; yet the said hing, at last,: in his park, | against the crown and roval digiitv, and a- 
did not impeach the said ‘lords for cxtortions, | Siinst the statutes and likervics of ihe suid 
Oppressiuns, oY any such mutters, but tur the kingdem.—NL Aithosegh the lord Henry, now 
asscmblings and troupings afuresaid did ad-| duke of Lancaster by" the king's coumiaad, 
Judge theur to deuth ; and very luany of the | had pre ‘ferred his bill touching r tae “ State ani 
famuly of the said lords, und others, who were | Honuur of the King” agaist the duke of Nor- 
following them at the time of such their as- | lulk, and the same bud duly prosecuted; su 
sembling, and iy Oe) he did, tur tear of that, accordine to the king's order, he had cave 
death, force to inake fine and ransom, us hibited himseit in all poiuis pr “pared tur the 
traitors or rebels, tu the great destruction of | conibat; and the said King lad decluted, that 

reat number of his people. And so he | the said duke of Lancaster had bonou ably 
did subtlely, raudulendy, and inalicionsly de- | performed his devulr as much as in hin day; 
ceive the said lords, and their dumesties, aud | and this by a decree publicly protained b crore 


om eee 


the peuple of his kinzdom.—VIT. Atier very | all the people az:enibled at the sald combat: 
many of those persons so making fine and| yet the said king, without any legal reason 
ransuin, had obtomed of the king his letters | whatsoever, did cause and comtnand the said 
patent of full pardon in the premises, they | duke to be banished for ten vears, acunst all 
could not reap any cyimmodity by such letters | justice, and the Jaws and cas toms ae his king 

of pardon, till they fad made new fines, and | dom, and the law of wae ia that belay, theve- 
ransoms, for saving of their lite, whereby very | by damnably Recurring perpury.— ATE. Atter 
many were inpoverished ; which was a great the said hin had : < raclon- “Iv rants “d by his 
derugition and dishonuur tu the naine and | letters patents, tu the lord Hun: yy now duke of 
state of a King.—VIIL. In the Iast parlia- | Lancaster, that in his ubsence, whilst he was 
ment held at Shrewsbury, the said king pur-| banisied, his general atrornies might prosce 
posing to oppress his people, subtlely pro- | cute tor livery to Lin to be made of all man- 
cured, and caused it to be granted, “ that} ner of inheritance or succeszions belonging 
the power of the parl. by the consent of | nto him; and thut his homage should be re- 

the states of this kinydom, should remain in | spited, paying a certain reasonable fine; he 
certain persons, to detennine, after the dissu- injuriously did revoke the said leticrs patent, 
tuuon of the parl. certain petitions in the said | against the laws of the land, thereby incurring 
par. exhibited, but then not dispatched.” | the crime of pe jury Nil, Nocwithstanding 
Sy colour of w hich grant, the persons so de- | thatit was enacted, that every year the ofli- 
puted procecded to other things generally | cers of the king, with his } justices, and others 

teuching that parl, And this with the will of | of the king’s council, should choose sheriffs 
the king; in derogation of the state of parl. | for all the counties of rE neland, and name them 
and the great damage of the whole kingdom, | to our lord the king, according us to their dise 
and pernicious example. And that they might cretion and conscicuee should seem expedient, 
seem to have some colour and authority for | for the good and utility of the kingdom, the 
such their duings, the king caused the Parl. | said kine hath caused persons to be made she- 
Rolls to be altered and blotted at-b is pleasure, | mils, not so numinated or clected; but others, 
avainst the elfect of the said vrant.—IX. Note | according to the capmeies of his pleasure, 
withstanding the said king at his coronation | sometimes his fiwourites or creatures, and 
had sworn, “ that in all his judgments, he | sometines such as he knew would not oppose 
would cause to be done equal and right justice | his huinvur, for bis own and others private ad- 
and discretion, In mercy avd truth, ac cording | Vantage, to the creat grievance of his people, 
to his power; ” yet the said king , rigorously, and against the jaws Of his kinsdom, thereby 
without ail mercy, did, amongst sot thinss, notoriously INCUITINE perjury. —NXIV. At such 
ordain, under gr ievous penalties , that none } time as the aforesaid: kine requested, and had 
should sue for any favour, or intercede with | of very many lords and others of his kingdom, 
the said king, for Henry duke of Lancaster | divers sins of money by way of joan, to be 
being banished, whereby the suid king did act} patd ava at a certain tern, Peer 
azalust the bond of charity, rashly violating | the said king faithfully promised by his severa 
his varh aforesaid.—X. Altiongh the crown of | letters patent tu the several persons of whoua 
the kinvdom of England, and the rights of the | he borrowed the said monies, that at the term 
said crown, and the kinsdom itself, have in all | limited as aforesaid, he would repay the same; 
time past been so free, that our lord the pope, | yet he did not fultil such. his promise, nor are 
nor any other without the kingdom,’ ought to they vet satisfied the Said im. uhies, whereby 
concern hinself about the same; yet the atorde such creditors are much avgrieved; and not 
said king, for the corroboration of such his er: | only they, but many others of the king= 
Fuucous statutes, did make supplication to dom, repute the king unfaithtul.—X V. Where- 
Ee lord the pope, that he would éon- | as the king of England, by the revenue of his 
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kingdom, and the patrimony belonging to his 
crown, is able to live honestly, without the 
oppression of his people, as long as the king- 
dom is not burdened with the charge of wars ; 
yet the said king, in a manner, for his whole 
ime, during the truces between the kingdom 
of England and its adversaries, hath not only 
given away a great, yea indeed the greatest 
part of his said patrimony, and this to unwor- 
thy persons ; but also hath further imposed on 
his subjects so many burdens of money grant- 
ed, as it were, every year of his reign, that 
thereby he hath extremely and too excessively 
wppressed his people, to the impoverishment 
of his kingdom; not converting the goods so 
levied to the commodity and profit of the 
kingdom of England, but prodigally squander- 
ing 1t away, for the ostentation of his name, 
and in pomp.and vain-glory; whilst great sums 
of money are owing in his kingdom for the 
victuals of his household, and other things 
bought, though he hath abounded with riches 
and treasures more than any of his progeni- 
tors.—XVI. The said king, not willing to keep 
or protect the just laws and customs of his king- 
dom, but according to his arbitrary will to do 
whatsoever should occur to his desires; some- 
times, and very often, when the laws of his 
kingdom have been expounded and declared 
to hin by the judges and others of his council, 
and that they have desired that he would do 
justice according to those laws, hath expressly, 
ind with an angry and haughty countenance, 
said, ¢ that his i were mm his mouth;” and 
sometimes, “ that they were in his breast ;” 
and that “he himself alone could make and 
change the laws of his kingdom:” and being 
&educed with that opinion, did not suffer jus- 
tice to be done to very many of his licge peo- 
ple, but by threats and terrors hath forced 
very many to cease from the prosecution of 
common justice.—XVII. That after certain 
statntes had been made in parl. which always 
bind ull they are specially revoked by the au- 
thority of another parl. the said king, desiring 
to enjoy such liberty that no such statutes 
shoul! so bind him, but that he might do and 
execute his pteasure, subtlely procured a peti- 
tion to be preferred in his parl. on behalf of the 
commonalty of his kingdom, and to be granted 
tv him in general, “ that he might be as free 
as any of his progenitors were before him.” 
By colour of which petition and concession, 
the said king hath very often commanded very 
many things to be done against such statutes 
unrepealed; acting therein expressly and know- 
ingly against his oath taken in coronation, as 
aforesaid.— XVIII. Although it was enacted 
and ordained, that no sberrff should hold his 
office above one year together; but that 3 
years should pass hetore he should be again 
admitted to that office; the said king Rd. 
sometnucs for his own single commodity, and 
sometimes at the instance of others for their 
advantage, hath permitted and caused certain 
Bheritis tw stand and remain continually in 
theif ufticcs, sometimes 2, semctimes 3 years, 
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against the tenor and effect of the statute 
atoresaid, thereby incurring perjury ; and this 
is notorious, public, and generally ul spoken 
of.—XIX. Although by the statute and custom 
of his realm, in the calling together of every 
ob his peopte in the several counties of the 
<mgdom ought to be free in choosing and de- 
fue two knights to be present in such par- 
lament, for each respective county, and to 
declare their grievances, and to prosecute 
such remedies thereupon, as to them shall 
seem expedient; yet the aforesaid king, that 
in his parliaments he might be able more 
freely’'to accomplish the eftects of his head- 
strony wil!, did very often direct lis commands 
to his sheritfs, that they should cause to come 
to his parliaments, as knights of the shire, 
ccrtain persons by the said king named; which 
knights, being his favourites, he might lead, as 
often le had done, sometimes by various me- 
naces and terrors, and sometimes -by gifts, to 
consent to those things as were prejudicial to 
the kingdom, and exceeding burdensome to 
the people; and especially to grant to the 
said king a subsidy on wool fur the “ term of 
his life,” and another subsidy for certain years, 
thereby too grievously oppressing his pcople. 
—XX. The said king, that he might more 
freely fulfil and follow in every thing his own 
arbitrary will, did unlawfully cause and com- 
mand, that the sheriffs throughout his whole 
realm, besides their ancient accustomed oath, 
should swear that they would obey all his 
commands, as often as they should be directed 
to thei, under his great and privy seal, and 
also his letters under his signet; and that in 
case the said sheriffs should come to know that 
any within their baliwicks, of whatsoever con- 
dition they were, had publicly or secretly said 
or spoken any ill, that might tend to the dis- 
grace or scandal of his royal person, they 
should arrest and imprison them, there safely 
to be kept till they should receive command 
from the king to the contrary, as may be found 
in the record; which fact may probably tend 
to the destruction of many of the liege people 
of the said kingdom.—XXI. The said king, 
striving to ample under foot his people, and 
subticly to acquire thejr goods to himself, that 
he might abound in superfluous riches, did 
cause the people of 17 counties of the realm 
to submit themselves to the king as traitors, 
by letters under their seals; by colour whereof 
he got mighty sums of money to be granted 
him, by the clergy and people of those 
counties, for obtaining his royal good-will and 
favour: and though, to please the people, tire 
king had caused those obligatory letters to be 
restored; yet the procurators of the people, 
having full power granted them to oblige them- 
selves and their heirs to the said king; he, the 
said king, caused them under their seals, to be 
bound to him in the name of the said people ; 
and so deccived his people, and subtlely ex- 
torted from them their goods —XXII, Al 
thoyvh the said king, at his coronation, had 
swern to keep the liberties: granted to the 
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church of England ; yet the said king, bv rea- 
son of his voyage into Ircland, did by his tet- 
ters command very many religious persons, 
viz. abbots and priors of his kingdom, strictly 
requiring that some of them should send to 
him certain horses; and sume of them not 
only horses, but also waggous and carriages 
for his said voyage, or in licu thereof great 
sums of money in the said letters expressed: 
by which manner of writing, he forced many 
of such religious out of fear to fulfil his will and 
command; whereby they were heavily impo- 
verished and oppressed, in manifest deroga- 
non of ecclesiastical liberty; by which pretext 
the said king did incur perjury.—XXI{II. In 
most of the great royal councils, when the 
lords of the realm, the judges and others, be- 
ing charged that they would faithfully counsel 
the king in matters relating to his state and 
that of his kingdom: the said lords, justices, 
and others, very often in giving counsel, ac- 
cording to their best discretion, have been by 
the king suddenly and so fiercely chidden and 
reproved, that they have not dared to speak 
the truth, in giving their advice for the state 
@ the king and igen XXIV. The 
treasure, crowns, reliques, akd other jew- 
els, viz. the goods of the kingdom, which 
tune aut of mind have been repositcd in 
the treasury of the kingdom, for ‘the ho- 
nour of the king, and preservation of his 
kingdom against any sudden event or ex- 
wency; the said king going out of his kingdom 
into Ireland, did take away, and caused the 
same to be carried with him, “ without the 
consent of the states of the kingdom :” where- 
bythis kingdom had been vastly impoverished, 
it God by the retaking of the said goods against 
the said ines will had not otherwise provided. 
And furthermore the said king did cause the 


Rolls of Records touching the state and govt. of 


bis kingdom to be destroyed and rased, to the 
great prejudice of his people, and disinheriting 
of the crown of the said kingdom: and all this, 
a ts probably belicved, in favour and support 
of his evil governauce.—XXV. The said king 
was wont, as it were perpetually, to be so va- 
nable and dissembling in his words and wri- 
tings, and so contrary to himself, and expeci- 
ally in writing to the pope, and to kings, and 
other lords out of the: kingdom, and within it, 
and also to others his subjects, that no man 
living that knew his conditions could or would 
confide in hin; nay, he was reputed so un- 
faithful and unconstant, that it became scan- 
dilous not only to bis uwn person, but also to 
the whole kingdom, and especially amongst fo- 
reivners af all the world who caine to know-the 
same.—NXAVI. Although the lands and tene- 
ments, the goods and chattcls of every free- 
man, by the laws of the realm used trom all 
tune heretofore, ought not to be taken from 
him, unless they be forfcited: yet the said 
king purposing and longing to weaken such 
laws, in the presence of very many lords, and 
others of the commonalty-of the kingdom, hath 
(equently seid and affirmed, “ That the life 
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of every one of his subjects, and his lands, te 
nements, gouds, and chattels, are his, the said 
king’s, at his will and pleasure, without any- 
forteiture.”——Which is utterly against the laws 
and customs of the kingdom atoresaid.— 
AXVIL Although it was enacted and ordained, 
and is hitherto confirmed, that no freeman 
shall be taken, nor any way destroyed; and 
that the king shall not pass, nor send any to 
pass upon him, but by the lawful julzment of 
his peers, or by the laws of the land: yet by 
the will, command and order of the said king, 
very many of his liege people being inaliciously 
accused for having publicly or sceretly said 
something that might tend to the disprai-e, 
scandal, or disgrace of the person of the said 
king, have been taken and impnisuned, and 
brought before the constable and marshal of 
England in the court military, in which court 
the said liege people being accused would not 
be admitted to imake apy other answer, thug 
that they were no way guilty, and would juse 
tify the same, and dcetend themselves by their 
bodies, and not otherwise; notwithstanding 
their appellors were young men, stout and 
lusty, and those so accused, ancient and ime 
potent, maimed or infirm; whereby not ouly 
destruction of the lords and grandees of the 
kingdom, but also of all and singular persons of 
the commonalty of the same may probably en- 
sue: since therefore the said king hath wilfully 
acted contrary to such a statute of this kings 
dom, tis not to be doubted but he hath thereby 
incurred the crime of perjury.—AXVIIL. Al- 
though the pcople of the realm of England, by 
virtue of their legiance, are fully enough bound 
to their king; and the suid king, by the laws 
aud customs of his kingdom, is enabled to cor- 
rect and punish his people, if ro any kind they 
transgress ; yet the said king desiring to tram- 
ple on, and too much oppress his people, that 
he might the more freely exccute and tutlow 
the humour of his foolish and unlawful wail, by his 
letters to all the counties of his kingdom, did 
enjoin and cominand, that all his subjects, as 
well spiritual as temporal, should take certain 
oaths in general, which were too grievous to 
them, and which might probably cause the final 
dcstruction of his people ; and that they should 
confirm such their oaths under their letters and 
scals. To which royal command, the people 
ot his kingdom did submit and pay obedience, 
that they might not incur his indignation or 
displeasure, and alsu for fear of death.—ANLA, 
When parties contending in the ecclesiastical 
court in causce inerely ccclesiastical and spiri- 
tual, bad endeavoured ta obtain from the 
chanc. of England, prohibitions to hinder the 
lawtul process in the said courts, and the said 
chanc, had justly refused to grant the same: 
et the said king by letters under his signet, - 
frequently prohibited the ecclesiastical 
judges to nroceed! in such causes, thereby evilly 
infringing the liberties of the church in the 
Grand Charter approved, to the conservation 
whereof he was sworn, and damnably incurs 
ring perjury, and the scntence of excommuyny 
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cation acanst such violaters thereof by. the 
holy fathers pronounced.—XAXX. The said 
king wehoar any rensonable or lawful cause 
Wietsoeves, or avy other process of law, did in 


his nach encompassed im warhke manner by 
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anned mea, adiudge Tho. of Arundel, lord. 


aby. of Canterbury, (primate of all England, 


his spiritual father, absenting himself by the | 


treacherous counsel of the s:ad king) to banish- ; 


meat, against the laws of his hingdorn, so by 
him: sworn to as aioresaid.—NAXAI. By inspec- 
fon of the testement of the said king, sealed 
wich the great and privy seal, and also with his 
signet, among other things there is contained 
this clause or article. “ dtem, we will that the 


i 
1 


t 


! 
| 
! 


residue of our gold, (the true debts of our hous- 


hold, chainber, and wardrobe, being paid, for 
payment whereof we bequeath 20,000 marks, 
reserving to our executors, 5 or GO0O marks ; 
which we will by them to be expended towards 
the more olentitul maintenance of the lepers, 
and chapl:ans, to celebrate before them, by us 
founded at Westminster and Bermondsey,) 
shall remain to our successor, provided always 
that he approve, ratify and coufirm, and hold, 
and cause to he holden, and firnly observed, 
all aud singular the statutes, ordmances, and 
judgements, made, given, and rendered 10 our 
parl. begun at Wesnuinster the 17th of Sept. 
in the 2ist year of our reign, and in the same 

carl, continued at Shrewsbury, and there 
fhaldcar and also all the ordinances. judg- 
ments, and establishments, of the 16th Sept. 
in the 22d of our reign, at Coventry: and af- 
terwards at Westminster, the 8th of Marth, in 
the vear atorcsaid, by the authority of the said 
park, and iikewise all other ordinances and 
‘Jedzments, which shall hereatter happen to be 
made by authority of the said parl. But 
otheswise. af our said successor shall refuseto 
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uncle the duke of Gloucester, then there pre- 
sent, should fully contde in the good will of 
him the said king; did voluntarily and of his 
own accord, swear before the venerable Sa- 
crament of the Lord’s Body, there placed upon 
the altar, that thencetorwards he would never 
endamage, troubie, or grieve him, the said 
duke of Gloucester, for any of his deeds which 
were said to have been committed agamst 
the person of him the suid king, but did 
cheertully and torally tercive him all his of- 
tence, if anv were. Yet utterwards; notwith- 
staudine such oath, the said king did horribly 
and cruelly cause the said duke to be mur- 
dered, tor such the before pretended offences, 
thereby incurring the guilt of damnable per- 


jurv.—NXNIL. After one of the knizhts of 


the shires, of the said kingdom, having a 
voice in parl. had impeached the said ‘Tho. 
abp. of Canterbury, npon certam defaults, 
committed again-t the king’s majesty, as was 
untruly sugeested ; and the said abp. pre- 
sently then and there offered himself ready 
to answer the matters charged upon him; 
and desired that he might be thereunto ad- 
mitted by the king, not doubting, as he said, 
but he should be able sufiiciently to shew his 
innocence; vet the said king, contriving by all 
the ways aud means he could, to oppress the 
said abp. of Canterbury, aud ruin his estate, 
as the event of the matter has declared, 
speaking graciously, and with a chearful coun- 
tenance to the said abp. from his royal seat, 
did advise, and very earnestly request him, 
that at that time, he would hold his peace, 
and expect a better and more fit time to 
make his defence; which day being passed, 
the said king from day to dav, for 5 days or 
more, did fraudulently and treacherously de- 
ceive the snid abp. counselling him, and per- 
suading him, that he should not come to the 


i. 


ae the premises, (which we do not be- 
leve) then we will that Tho. duke of Srrrey, 
‘Ede. duke of Albemarle, John duke of Exe- 
tor, and Win. le Scroop earl of Wiltshire, pav- 
‘ang first the debts of our houshold, our cham- 

ber, and our wardrobe, and reserving 5 or 


parl. but wait at home without any fear; be- 
cause, as the said king faithfully did promise 
him, there should not in his absence any loss 
or prejudice be done or happen to him. Not- 
withstanding all which, the said king, in his 


69°00 marks, as atoresaid, shall have and hold 
all the said residue aboveinentioned ; for to 
support and defend the said statutes, estallish- 
Inents, ordinances and judgements, to their ut- 
mot power, even unto death, if it be neces- 
-sary; upon all which, and every part, we do 
hereny charge and burden their consciences as 
-they wl answer in the day of judgement.” 
By which arucle it may evidently enouzh ap- 
pear, that the said king did obstinately strive 
to mainiain and defend those statutes and ordi- 
nances, which are erroneous and unjusi, and 
-Fepugnant to all law and reason. And this 
nor only during his dite, but after hisdeath too; 
neither regarding the peril of his own soul, nor 
vet the utter destruction of his said kingdom or 
lieve people-—XXXII. In the 11th year of the 
said king Rd. he the said king, inthe chapel of his 
manor of Langley, in the presence of the dukes 
of Lancaster and York, and very many other 
lords, desiring, as it hath appeared, that his 


parl. aforesaid, did in the mean time, adjudze 
the said abp. to be banished, during the kings 
pleasnre, though absent, and never any way 
called to answér, and without any reasonable 
cause whatsoever; and also voluntarily, against 
the laws of the kingdom and all justice, €on- 
fiscated all his coods, whereby he likewise be- 
came guilty of perjury. But furthermore. the 
suid king being willing to palliate his malice 
and subtilty, by flattcring discourses which he 
ott-times had with the snid abp. did endeavour 
to clear himself of such injury done, and make 
asit it were the doings of others; insomuch 
that the abp. discoursing with the king, a4 
with the duke of Nortolk, and other lords, and 
great men of the kingdom ; happened fo si 
hy way of lamenting his own condition, “ Phat 
he was not the first that had suffered banish- 
nent, nor should he he the last ; for he thought 
in a short time the duke of Norfolk, and other 
lords would fullow him; and contidently averre 
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to the king, that all the rigour of these pro- 
ceedings would finally be returned back on his 
osn head.” To which the said king, as 
tonished, hastily replied, “ ‘That he verily 
thought it might so happen:- and that he 
himself might and indeed ought to be ex- 

elled his kingdom by his liege people.” And 
further, thu said king sail, “ That if the s:uine 
should happen, he would convey himecelt’ to 
the same place, where the said abp. should be.” 
And that the abp. might the rather credit his 
words, be shewed him a certain great jewel, 
curiously formed, underncath the skirt of his 
outward vestinent; intimating for certain, to 
the said abp. that whenever he should send 
that jewel tor a token, he would not delay 
to come thither, where the said abp. should 
be resident: and that the said abp. might 
more contide in him; the said king sent to 
hin, advising him, that he should privately 
send all his jewels, and other thines of value, 
belonging tu his chapel, -unto hin the said 
king, for the safe keeping thereof; Jest by 
colour of the before-mentioned judgment, any 
one should wrongtully seize the same. Which, 
under the greates: con dence in the world, being 


atS= 


done, the said king caused hint to reposite the | 


said goods in certain coters; and the said 
coffers to be locked un, and sealed by one of 
the abp.’s clerks ; and kee,ing the said coters 
‘br hun, returned the keys thereof by the said 
cers to the abp: yet afterwards, unknown to 
the suid abp. caused t..e said collers to be 
broken open, and di-posed of the goods there- 
iB, at bis will and pleasure. Furthermore, 
the suid king faithtuliy promised the said abp. 
tlat if he would but repair to the port of 
Hampton, in order to go out of the realm, he 
would at last, by the mtercession of the queen, 
eet him recalled. And if it should happen, 
that he the said abp. should go ont of the 
realm, he should without fail return into Eng- 
land, hetore Easter next following; nor should 
in any kind lose his archbishopric: and this he 
faithfully promised, swearing upon the cross 
of the late martyr st. Thomas, abp. of Can- 
terbury, by him the said king corporally 
touched: all which promises notwithstanding, 
the sa.d king foreed the said abp. to depart 
the realm; and forthwith transmitted special 
letters to the apostolical sce, to have him 
translated. And so, and by other frands, and 
deceitful tricks of the said king, the said abp. 
being a well-meaning believing man, was sub- 
ully circumvented.” 

After the recital of the foregoing Articles, 
the Record proceeds thus; “ And becanse it 
scemed to all the estates of the realm, being 
asked their judgments thereupon, as well se- 
verally as jointly ; that these causes of crimes 
and defaults were sutiicicnt and notorious to 
depose the said king; considering also his own 
confession of his insufficiency, and other things 
contained in his said rcuunciation and cession, 
openly delivered ; all the said states did una- 
nimouely consent, that er ahundanti, they 
should proceed unto a deposition of the said 


. 
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kine; for the greater security and tranquillity 
of the people, and benetit of the kingdom. 
Whereupon the said states and commons una- 
nimously constituted, and publicly deputed 
certain commissioners, viz. the bp. of st. Asaph, 
the abbor of Glastonbury, the earl of Glou- 
cester, the lord Berkeley, sir Tho. Expyncham, 
aud sir Tho. Grey, kinghts, aud sir Wm. 
Thirnyng, one of the justices, to pass such 
sentcnce of depositions and to depose the said 
king Richard, trom all kingly dignity, majests, 
and honour, on the behalf and in the name, 
und by the authority of all the said states, as 
in like cases, trom the antient custom of the 
said kingdom had been observed. And torth- 
with the said commissioners taking upon them- 
selves the burthen of the said comuassion, and 
siting on a tribunal betore the said royal char 
of state, having first had sume debate of the 
weatter, did on the benalf and in the na:ne, 
and by the authority atoresaid, pass the said 
Sentence of Deposition, bemg reduced into 
writings and caused such their sentence to be 
read and recited by the said bp. of st. Asaph, 
their colleague, by the will and command of 
the rest of the said commissioners: im these 
words :— 
Sentence of Deposition passed upon Richard} 
“ In the name or God, amen. “We John bp. 
of st. Asaph, Jolin Abbot of Glastonbury, 
Thos, earl of Glouceer, ‘Thos. lord Berkeley, 
Thos. de Erpyngham, and ‘Thos, Grey, knights, 
and Win. Thirnyng, justice, commissioners spe- 
cially deputed to the matters under-written, 
by the peers and lords spiritual gud temporal 
of the kingdom of England, and the commons 
of the said kmadom, representing all the estates 
of the said realm, sitting in tribunal; and hav- 
ing considered the multiplied perjuries, cruelty, 
and very many other crunes of the said Richard, 
touching Ins govt. committed and perpetrated 
m his kingdoins and dominions aforesaid, dur- 
ing the time of his governance; all of them 
before the said states, openly and publicly pro- 
ounded, exhibited, and recited ; which have 
He and are so public, notorious, manifest, 
and scandalous, nee they could not nor can 
be concealed with denial or excuse. And con- 
sidering likewise the confessiun of the said Rd. 
acknowledzing and repuuing, and truly, and of 
his own certain knowledze, judging himself to 
have been and to be utterly insuficient and 
unmect for the rule anc gover. ot the said king- 
doms and dominions, and their appurtenances, 
and for such his notorious demerits worthy to 
be deposed; as by hin the suid Rd. was be- 
fore declared, and by his will and commund, 
ublished before the suid states, and made 
eee and exposed to them in the vulgar 
tongue; having already hud diligent delivera- 
tion upon these things and afl others, trans- 
acted in this affair before the said states ‘and 
us, we do, on the behalf, and in the nume, 
and by the authority to us in this matter comn- 
mitted, er ebuadunt, and for canton, pro- 
nounce, decree, and declare him the stad Rd, 
to have been, anf} to be unfit, unable, and ut 
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terly insufficient for, and unworthy of the rule 
and povt. of the said kincdoms, and the domi- 
nion, and rights, and appurtenances of the 
saine ; and for and by reascn of the premues, 
to be deservedly deposed, of and from all 
royal dignity and honour, if any thing of such 
dignity and honour were yet remaining in him, 
And with the same caution we do depose hun 
by this our detinitive sentence in writing, ex- 
pressly forbidding all and singular the lords, 
abps. bps. and prelates, dukes, marquisses, 
earls, barons, kmghts, vassals, and valvasors, 
and other subjects, and licge people of the 
said kingdoms and dominion, and other places 
to the said kingdoms and dominion belonging, 
that henceforth none of them shall any way 
obey or regard the said Richard, as king or 
lord of the said kingdom and dominion. 

“ Furthermore, the said states willing that 
nothing should be wanting which might be of 
value, or ought to be required touching the 
premises, being severally interrogated there- 
upon, did constitute the sume persons that were 
betore noininated commissioners, to be their 
procurators, jointly and severally to resign and 
give back to the said king Rd. the homage and 
fealty to him before nade, and to iitimate to 
him; if it should be requisite, all the premises, 
touching such ius deposition and renunciation. 
—And then presently, as soon as it appeared 
by the premises, and the occasion of thein, that 
the crown of England, with its appurtenances 
Was vacant; the aforesaid Henry duke of Lan- 
caster, rising up trom bis place, and standing so 
erected as lie might conveniently be scen by the 
people, and humbly fortifving bimsclr with the 
sign of the cross on his toreheag, and on his 
breast, having also first called upon the name 
of Christ, did claim the said kingdoin, so vacant 
as aforesaid, with its crown and all its members 
and appurtenances ; in this form of words in 
his mother tongue : 

“Inthe name of Fader, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
I Henry of Lancaster, chalenge this rewme of 
Ynylonde, and the croun with all the members, 
and the appurtenances, als I that am descendit, 
be right line of the blode, comyng fro the gude 
lord king Henry therde, and thorghe that 
right that God of his grace hath sent mee, with 
helpe of my kyn, and of my frendes to recover 
at; the which rewme was 1n poynt to .be on- 
done for defaut of governance, and undoyng 
of the gude laws.” 

‘© After which claim and challenge, as well 
the lords spiritual as temporal, and all the 
states there present, being severally and jointly 
mterrovated, what they thought of that claim ; 
the said states with the whole people, without 
any diiticnity or delay, did unanimously con- 
sent, that the said duke should reign over 
them. And forthwith, as thesaid king shewed 
to the states of the kingdom the sigact of king 
. Richard, delivered to him as a token of h's 
will, that he should succeed him as aforesaid ; 
the said abp. taking the said king Henry by 
the nieht hand, led hin to the royal chair of 
Stute: and after the said king kneeling down 


before it, had prayed a little while, the said 
abp. of Canterbury, assisted by the abp. of 
York, did place the said king, and cause him 
to sitin the said royal seat; all the people 
woudertully shouting tor joy. And by and b 
the said abp. of Canterbury, having with muc 
ado procured silence from the over-joyed mul- 
titude, made a short discourse, or oration in 
these words :— 

The Abp. of Cunterbury’s Speech.|  “ Vir 
dominabitur populo; A man shall reign over 
my people, 1Sam. ix. 17.—These are the 
words of the King of Kings, speaking to Sa- 
muel, and teaching him how a person should 
be qualified to rule, since the people desired to 
have a king given. And not unlitly may they 
be said of our lord the king, whoin we’ behold 
this day; and if we but .ntunatcly consider 
these words, they aifurd us matter of great con- 
solation; for God does not threaten us, as he 
did formerly his people by Isaiah, saying, Isa. 
in, = € EF will make chikiven to rule over them,’ 
But according to his compassion, who in his 
wrath remembereth mercy, he hath visited his 
people, and now children no more, as hereto- 
ture, shall lord it over them; tor the Lord 
saith to them, “a man shall rule.” Of the 
late rulers of this kingdom or any of them, one 
might have fitly said that of the apostle, Cor. 
xin. § I spake as a child, I understood asa 
child, Ithought as a child.’ The apostle re- 
peats it thrice, § As achild I spake, I under- 
stood and thought.’ As to speech, tis certain 
that a child is unconstant in speaking, he easily 
speaks true, and as easily false, 1s ready in 
words to promise, but what he promises be 
presently forgets. Now these are things very 
inconvenient and dangerous ina king; nor ts 
it possible that any realm shall stand long in 
happiness where these conditions Lear sway. 
But from such tmischicts a kingdom is freed, 
whose sceptre is swayed by a man, for it be- 
longs to a man to set a watch before his 
tongue; and such 1s our present happiness, 
over whom not a cid, but a man is set, and 
such an one, as I hope we may say of hin, 
that in Eccles. ix. § Blessed is the man that 
hath not erred with his tongue.’ Theu saith 
the apostle, ‘ I understood as a child.’ now a 
child relishes nothing but flattcries and pleasing 
things, and understands ouly baubles and tri- 
fies, and loves not one that argues according to 
truth, yea indeed hates him beyond all mea- 
sure. But heretofore amongst us truth was 
trampled under foot, so that none durst speak 
it; and therefore tis plain and apparent 
enough, that he, that then reigned understood 
asa child.’ For a man is not addicted to such 
things, but understands wisdom, so that by the 
grace of God it may be said of him, xs !t1s 
written Eccles. ix. ‘Blessed is the man that 
abideth in wisdom.’ For asa child is delighted 
in vanity, soa man has regard to truth and 
wisdom. Truth therefore shall enter and vax 
nity depart, which has done so much miscluet 
in our nation ; for now a man shall rule, who 
seeks after qruth, and not vanity or flattery. 
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Thirdly, it issaid, I thought as a child, for a 
child thinks and studies only how to have his 
humour, and do thinss according to his own 
will, and not according to reason: theretore 
when a child reigus, there only self-will reigns, 
and reason is banished, and constancy is put to 
flight, and great danger ensues; from which 
danger we are delivered, for a man shall rule 
over us; to wit, one that speaks not like a 
child; but thus as one that has the perfection 
of reason.—* [ come not to do my own will, 
but the will of him that sent me;’ to wit, of 
God: and therefore of such a man we will say 
not only that he will abide in wisdom, but also 
that as aman, nota child, he will meditate on 
the circumspection of God; that is, he will 
every way diligently observe that God’s will, 
not his own, be done; and so im the stcad of 
a child wantoning in foolish stubborn humours, 
a man shall reign, and such a man that it shall 
be said of him—a king shall reign in wisdom, 
and he shall execute judgment, and do justice 
in the earth.” 

Henry's Declaration of ee Which 
harangue being ended, the said lord king 
Henry, to appease the minds of his sub- 
jects, did then and there uttcr these words : 

“ Sirs, | thank God and zowe spiritual and 
temporal, and all the states of the lond, and 
do zowe to wyte, it es noght my will that no 
man thynke that be way of conquest I wold 
disherit any man of his heritage, tranches, or 
other ryghts. that hym oght to have, no put 
bym out of that that he has, and has had by 
the gude laws and customs of the rewme: ex- 
cept those persons that has been azan the gude 

se and the commune prott of the rew me.” 

And ferthwith considering, that by the 
former vacancy of the royal throne, by the 
Cession and Deposition aforesaid, ali power of 
justices, sheriffs, and other oiticers, throughout 
the kingdom was ceased: therefore, to the 
end that there might be no failure nor delay 
in the administration of justice, to the griev- 
ance of the people, he caused principal! off- 
cers and justices to be made and swom to him 
with the usual oaths. And it was immediately 
ar mae by the king’s command, that on 

onday next, after the said feast of st. Mi- 
chael, a pari. should be held. And that on 
the Monday following, should be the corona- 
tion of the said king at Westminster, and that 
all those that could claim any service in the 
gaid coronation should come to the White-hall 
of the palace, before the steward, constable, 
and marshal of England, on Saturday next, be- 
fore the day of the said par]. to make their just 
demands in that behalf, and receive right 
therein. But as for the shortening the day as- 
signed to the parl. there was a Protestation 
made by the king, “ That it was not his intent 
that thereby any prejudice shuuld be brought 
upon the sthtes of his kingdom; nor that the 
same for the future should be drawn into ex- 

ample; but that such abbreviation of tine was 
only made for the benefit and profit of the 
kingdom, and especiatly to save the labour and 


expences of several of his people, and that the 
grievances of the people might be the sooner 
remedied.’ « After which the king arising from 
his royal throne, and beholding the people with 
a cheerful and benign countenance, retired 
himself trom thence, all the people rejoicing. 
And the same day, in the Whitchall aforesaid, 
mide a solemn feast to the nobles and gentry, 
there ma vast multitude assembled. 

Sir Willian Thirnyng’s Account of the Can- 
versation with Richard in the Lower.] And af- 
terwards, viz, on Wednesday next following, 
the before-named Procurators so deputed as 
aforesaid, did, according as they were com- 
manded, repair into the presence of the said 
late king Richard, being within the tower afore- 
said; and the said sir Wim. ‘Thirnyng the jus- 
tice, for himself and his companions and fellow 
procurators, in the naine of all the states and 


people aforesaid, did notify and fully declare 


unto the said Richard, th:ir admission of his 
said Renunciation, and the manner, cause, 
and form of such sentence of Deyosition, 
and presently did resign and give back to the 
said late king Richard, the homage and fealty 
formerly to him made as aturesaid. With 
these words :— 

“ The words which Wm. Thirnyng spake to 
monsire Richard, late king-of England, at 
the Tower of London, in his chamber, on 
Wednesday next after the feast of st. Mi- 
chael the Archangel, were as follow: 

“ Sire, it is wele know to zou, that ther 
was a parlement somon’d of all the stares of 
the reaume for to be at Westmystre, and to 
begin on the Tuesday in the morn of the fest 
of st. Michel the Archangel, that was zester- 
dav; by cause of the which summons all the 
states of this lond were there gadyr'd, the 
which ‘states hole made thes same persones 
that ben comen here to zowe now, her procus 
rators, and gaven hem full autorite and pow- 
er, and charved hem tor to say the words that 
we shall say to zowe in her name, and on their 
behave; that is to wytten, the bishop of Seint 
Assa for ersbishoppes and bishoppes, the ab- 
bot of Glastenbury for abhots and priours, and 
all other men of holy chirche, seculers and rew- 
elers, the earle of Gloucestre for dukes and 
erls, the lord of Berkeley tor barons and ban- 
erettes, sir Thomas Irpyngham, chamberleyn 
for all the bachilers and comninons of this tond 
be south; sir Thomas Grey tor all. the bachi- 
lers aud commons by north, aud my felawe Jo- 
hau Markham and me for to come with hem 
for all thes states. And so, sire, these words, 
and the doing tliat we shall say to zowe, is not 
onlych our wordes but the doyngs of all the 
states of this lond, and our charge in her 
name.—And he answered and said, that he 
wyste wele that he wold noght say but as we 
were charged.—Sire, ze remembre zowe wele 
that on Moneday in the fest of seint Michel 
the archaungel, ryght here in this chamber, and 
in what presence ze renounced and cessed of 
the state of kynge and of lordeship, and of all 
the diynite and wyrship that longed thcteu, 


rs | 
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and assoiled all zour licges of her ligeance and | could not avoid it. Indeed Ida confess, that 


obeisance that longed tu zowe uppe the fourme | many times 1 have 


| 


that is contencd in the sane renunciation and 
cusion, which ze redde zour self by zour 
mouth, and alfermed it by zour othe, and by 
2uur owne writing, Upon which ze made and 
ordeined your procuratuurs the ersbishop of 
Zork and the bishup of Hereford for to nouiie 
and declare in zour name thes renunciation 
and ccrsion at Wesimynostre to all the states, 
and all the people that was there gadyr’d, 
bycause of the summons aforesaid, the which 
thus don yesterday by thes lurds zour procu- 
ratows, aud wele herde and understuuden, 
thes renunciation and cession were plenclich 
wud trelich aceepted, and fullich agreed by ail 
the states and people foresuid. And over this, 
sire, at the instance of ail thes states and peo- 
ple, there ware certain articles of dufuutes im 
gour governance redde there, and tho wele herd 
and pleinelich understuuden to all the states 
foresaid, hem thoght bem so trewe, and so no- 
torie and knowen, that Ly tho causes, and by 
no other, as thei savd, and havyng considera- 
tion tu zour own wordes in cour own renuncla- 
tion and cession, that ze were nut worthy, no 
sufficient ne uble for t» zoverne, for zour owne 
demerites, as it is more plemelich contened 
therein; hem thoght that was resonable and 
cause for to depose zowe, and her coumissa- 
ries that they inade and ordcin’d, 08 it ts of re- 
cord, ther declared and decreed aud adjudged 
zuw for to be depo-ed, and pryved zowe of the 
astate of king, and of the lurdeship contcined 
jn the reaunertion aud cession torsayd, and 
of all the dignite and wyrshippe, and of all the 
udministration that Jonged thereto. sAnd we 
procurators to all thes states and people for- 
sayd os we be charged by hem, and by her 
autorite gyffen us, and in her nine zclde zow 
uppe for all the stutes and peuple torsayd, 
hunmmyve, leiee, and feaute, aud all Ieigeance, 
and all other kundes, charges, and services 
that long theretu, and that noo of ull thes 
states and people fry thys tyine furward ne 
bere zowe feyth, ne do zuwe obeisauce os to 
thar king —And be answercd and seyd, that 
he loked nut ther after, but he .seyde, that af- 
ter all this he hoped that is cusyn wolde be 
gude loid.to hym.” a | 

Richard’s Snecch to the Committee, 2h So 
Yar the Record. Sir John Taywaid tells us, 
that when the cummittce appointed to receive 
Richard’s resignation asseusbled at the Tower 
tor that purpose, the day beture the part. was 
tu begin, the unhappy monarch was brought 
forth, apparelled in his royal rube, the diadem 
on his head, and the sceptve in his hand; and 
was placed amongst them in 4 chuir of state. 
He adds, that after a little pause and cxpecta- 
tion, the king arose from his seat, and spake 
w the assembly these words, or the very hke 
An crlect: 

“‘T ussure myself, that some at this present, 
and many hereafter, will account my case la- 
mettacle; either that 1 bave deserved this de- 
jeciiva, if it bejust; oritit be wrongtul, that l 


. 


shewed inyself’ both less 
provident and Iess painful for the benelit of 
the connnonwealth, than T should, or might, 
or intended to do hereafter; and have in many 
actions more respected the satisfying oftiny own 
particular humour, than cither justice to some 
private persous, or the common gocd of ull ; 
yet Tdid tot at any tine either out duty or 
comimnit grievance, upon natural duluess or set 
malice; but partly by abuse of corrupt coun- 
sellors, partly by error of my youthful judg- 
ment. And now the remembrance of these 
oversights is so unpleasant to BO man as to 
myself; and the rather because 1 have uo 
means left, either te recompence the injuries 
which I have done, or to testify te the world 
my reformed affections, which experience aud 
staycedness of years had already corrected, and 
would daily have framed to more perfection. 
But whether all the imputations wherewith I 
win charged be true, cither in substance, or In 
such quality as they are laid; or whether, be- 
ing true, they be so heinous as to cuforce these 
extremities; or whether any other prince, es 
pecially in the heat of youth, and in the space 
of 22 years, the time of my unfortunate reign, 
doth not sometimes, cither fur advantage, oF 
upon displeasure, in us deep manner gricve 
some particular subject, I will not mow ¢xa- 
inine: it helpeth not to use defeuce, neither 
bootcth it to make complaint; there 15 ne 
place left for the one, nor pity for the other: 
und therefore I refer it to the judginent of God, 
and yuur less distempered considerations. 
accuse no man, J blame no fortune, I com- 
plain of nothing; I have nu pleasure in such 
vain and necdless comforts; and if I listed to 
have stood upon terms, I know I have great 
favourers abroad; and sume friends, 1 hope,. 
at home, who would have been ready, yea tor- 
wird on my beliilf, to sct up a bloody and 
doubtful war; but I estecam not my dignity at 
so high a price, as the hazard of so great ve 
lour, the spilling of so much Englich blood, 
and the spuil and waste of £0 flourishing : 
realm, as thereby night have been occaslonee. 
Therefore, that the commoawealth may Ta- 
ther rise by any fall, than I stand by the rua 
thereof, I willingly vield to your desires; and 
nin here come to dispussces myself of all pub- 
lic wuthurity aud tide, aud to inake it free ant 
lawful for you to create for vour king, Heury 
duke of Lancaster, my cousin geruaa, whom 
T know to be as worthy to take that place, 4s 
I see vou willing to give it to hin.” 

A Speaker chosen.| The next day the p 
met again, when the Coinmons presented to 
the king sir John Cheney, for their Speaker 
whom ‘the king accepted, and he made - 
usual protestation, which was also alluwec. 
But the day folluwing the snid sir Jobn, We 
the comnmuns, caine again before the king, “ 
declared, that by reason of a sudden disorder 
he was unable to serve, and that they ha 
chose sir Juky Dorewood in his place; e 
secching the king to aliow the suid sir Jo 
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Darewood to be speaker fur the commons. 
Which said knight, having made the usual pro- 
testauon, wets allowed as betore.—Then the 


of the king, then duke of Lancaster; likewise 
to pass an act for the repealing the whole pro- 
ceedings of the parl. at Shrewsbury, 21 Rd. LL. 
and to conn that par. which was held the 
1ith of the said kine, caxcept the effect of the 
pardon granted by the said statute of the 
91 Rd. If, which they ordamed should stand, 
notwithstanding the rest of it was repealed. 
Also it was enacted, that nothing, for the fu- 
ture, shguld be esteemed or adjuilged to be 
treason, but what was ordained to be so by the 
2oth of Edw. OY. and that all blank charters, 
whatsoever, which the city of London, and 17 
counties besides, had becn forced to seal and 
give to King Rd. should be utterly void. 

The abp. of Cauterbury moved the house 
for their consent to address the king, that he 
would please to create [Lenry, his eldest son, 
prince of Wales, duke of Cornwall and carl of 
Chester. Upon which the king, sitting in his 
royal seat, in full parl. put a coronct on the 
head of the said Henry, his eldest son, a ring 
of gold on his finger, and gave him a golden 
rod in his hand, and kissed him; alsu by a 
charter then given Lim, be was created prince 
of Wales, &c. His uncle, the duke of York, 
put the robes on the young prince, and aftci- 
wards brought him to the seat assigned, for 
that principality, in parl. Ie was also then 
enacted by all the estates, that the said prince 
should succeed his faiher in the realm of Eng- 
land; and they all promised to accept and 
ubey bin accordingly. 

Motion as to the disposal of the late King’s 
pe Vhe next day, the abp. of Canter- 
ury moved, in the upper house, that the lords 
should in no wise disclose any thing that should 
then be put to them; which being promised by 
all, the carl of Northwinberland put this im- 
portant question to the house, ‘ What they 
would advise was fit to be done with Rd. the 
late kinv, in order to his kecping in safe cus- 
tody; for the king woal! have his lite saved?’ 
To which all the lords, whosc names are here 
uider-written, being severally examined, an- 
ewered, “ That it seemed adviscable tu them, 
that he should be put under a safe and secret 
guard, and in such a place where no cencourse 
of people might resort to him; and that he be 
guarded by trusty and sutticicnt persons, and 
that ng person who had been fiuniliar with him, 
should be about his person, and that it should 
be done in the must secret manner that can 
be devised.” 8 
The numes of the Lords, who being asked, as- 

sented to the Question, are these fuilowing : 
a ofCanterbury Archbishop of York 

OL. 1, 


ee R.A 


Bishop of London 
Bishop of Ely 
Bishop of Lincoln 
commons gave to the king for $ years the sub- | Bishop of Norwich 
sidyun wool!s, skins, and woxi-tells ; that is 50s. | Bishup of Rochester 
on every sack from denizens, and 4 pounds | Bishop of Salisbury 
frum aliens ; also one 10th aud one 15th.—The | Bishop of Exeter 
hext thing this parl. went upon was tu pass au’ Bishop of Chichester 
act of Ludemnity to screen those who, during! Bishop of St. Asagh 
the late troubles, had taken up arins in favour, Bishop of Chester 


‘Abbot of Westminster 


Lord Ross | 
Lord Grey yf Ruthin 
Lord Charleton 
Lord Bardolfe 
Lord Willoughby 
Lord Farnival 
Lord Ferrers 
Lord Benuwnont 
Lord Berkelev 
Lord Fitz-Wulters 
Lord Mauley 
Lord Scales 
Lord Marley 
Lord Burnel 
Lord Lovel 
Lord Camois 
- Lord Scymor 
Lord Cromnel 
Lord Cobham 
Sir Heuer Piercy 
Sir Robert Scroop 
Lord Pite-Hegh 
Lord de Berguvenney 
Lord Lumley 
Baron of Grevstock 
Baron of Hilton 
Sir Thos. Frpingham, 


Bishup of St. David's | 
Bishop of Tiandalf. 
Bishop of Durham 


Abbot of St. Albans 
Abbot of St. Austin 
Abbot of Bury 
Abbot of St. Mary’s, 
York 
Abbot of Gloucester 
Abbot of Battel 
The Prince 
Duke of York“ 
Farl of Arundel 
Earl of Warwick 
Earl of Stafford 
F. of Northumberland 
Farl of Sutloik Chamberlain 
Earl of Worcester Sir Matthew Gowin 
Bp. of Carlist’s Sceech against it.] Tt is 
observable, that the bp. of Carlisle (a) 18 not 
in this list, and, indeed there is grcut reason 
for it; ke being the only man, either in the 
prelacy or laity, that had the courage to op- 
pose this usurpation at that tune. Sir John 
Hayward has given us a speech made by dns - 
bp. on the occasion, when the last questron 
was put in the house of Lords, We shall noc 
contest the genuineness of it; so much is cer- 
tain, that this honest man suffered préatly for 
his loyalty to the deposed prince; being de- 
prived of his dignity, put under along impr _ 
sonment, and, had it not been for his order 
which Was then held too sacred, must have 
dicd the death ofa traitor. [Fit be objected, 
that it was now too late to make speeches, 
when the new king was actually crowned, the 
aforesaid author bas in some measure accounted 
for that, in remarking, “ That this prelate was 
aman both lesrned and wise, and always used 
both liberty and constancy im a good cause ; 
that in his secret judgment he never gave al- 
lowance to these proceedings, yet he dissem- 
bled his disike unul he might, to some pur- 
pose, declare it; therefore now, adds he, being 
in a place to be heard of all, and by order of 


— 


(2) The name of this bp. of Carlisle was 
Thos. Merks, alias, of Newmarket, alias Su- 
mestre. Ife bad been consecrated An. 1397, 
was deprived in 1399, but lived several years’ 
after, Walsingham says, he was mede by the 
pope titular bp. of Samos. Sir W. Raleigh 
writes, that le was the only houcet man in this 
parl, who scorned his life and fertune, in ree 
spect to his sovereign’s right and his own a- 
legiance. om 
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the house to be mterrupted by none, he rose 
up with a bold and resolute spirit, aud uttered 
hus mind as tolloweth :— 

* ‘This question, right hon. lords, conceru- 
eth a matter of great consequence and weight; 
the determining whercof will assuredly pro- 


cure, cither safe quiet, or dangerous disturb- ; 
ance, both to our particular consciences, and | 


also to the common state. Vherefore, before 
you resolve upon it, I pray vou call to vour 
consideration these two things; 1st. whether 
king Richard be sutticiently deposed or no; 
Qdly, whether king Henry be with good judy- 
ment or justice chosen in his place. For the 
Ist. point we are first to examine, whether a 
king, being lawtully and fully instituted by any 
Just ttle, may upon imputation either of negh- 
gence, or of tyranny, be deposed by his oub- 
jects: 2ndly, what king Rd. hath omitted in 
the one, of committed in the other, for which 
he should deserve so heavy judgment. 1 will 
uot speak what may be done in a popular 


stale, orm a consular; in which although one | 


bearcth the name and hovour of a prince, yet 
he hath not supreme power of majesty; but 
in the onc, the people have the highest cm- 
pire; in the other, the nobility and chicf men 
Of estate; in neither, the prince. Of the first 
sort was the commonwealth of the Lacedemo- 
montans, who after the form of govt. which 
TLycurgus framed, ofteatimes fined, oftentimes 
Jettered their kings, and somnctimes condemned 
them to death; such werg also in Casar's time, 
the petty kings of every city in France, who 
were many tines arraigned upon life and 
death, and, as Ambiorix, prince of the Lev- 
dicnses, confessed, had no greater power over 
the people, than the people had over them. 
Of the 2d condition were the Roman emperors 
at Ue fist; of whom some, namely, Nero 
and Maximnianus were opcnly condenied ; 
others were suddenly surprized by judgment, 
and authority of the senate; and such are now 
the emperors of Germany, whom the other 
princes, by their aristocratical power, do not 
ony restrain, but sometimes also remove trum 
their imperial state; such are also the kings 
of Denmark and Swedeland, who are many 
tinscs by the nobility dejected, cither iuto 
prison, or into exile; such likewise are the 
dukes of Venice, and of some other free states 
in Italy; and the chiefest cause for which 
Lewis carl of Flanders was lately expelied 
from his place, was for drawing to himself 
cognizance in matters of lite and death, which 
high power never pertained to his dignity. In 
these and such like governments, the prince 
hath not regal rights, but is himself subject to 
‘that power which is greater than his; whether 
it be in the nobility or the common people. 
But if the sovercign majesty be in the prince, 
us it was in the 8 first empires, and in the 
_kingdony of Judea, and Israel; and is now in 
the kingdoms of England, France, Spain, Scot- 
Tand; Muscovy, Turkey, Tartary, Persia, F- 
thiopia, and almost all the kingdoms of Asia 
and Atrica; although for his vices he be 
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unprofitable to the subject, yea ‘hurtful, yea 
iutolerable; yet can they lawfully neither hann 
his person, nor hazard lus power, whether by 
judyment, orelse by force. For neither one, 


Nor all inagistrates, have any authority over 


the prince, trom whom ull authority is de- 
ee and whose only presence doth silence 
and suspend all inferior jurisdiction and power, 
As for force, what subject can attempt, or 
assist, or counscl, or conceal violence against 
his prince, and nut incur the high and heinous 
crime of treason, It 1s a common saying, 
‘Thoucht is tree,’ free indeed from punish- 
ment of secular laws, except by word or deed 
it break torth into action; yet the secret 
thoughts against the sacred maj. of a prince, 
without attempt, withont endcavour, have been 
adjudged worthy of death; and some who in 
auricular confession, lave discovered their 
treacherous devices against the person of ther 
prince, bave afterwards been exccuted for the 
mune. All laws do exempt a madman from 
punishment, becuase their actions arc not go- 
verned by their will and purpose; and the will 
of man being set aside, all his doing. are M- 
different, neither can the body offend without 
a corrupt or erronestis mind: yet if a madinan 
draw his sword upon his king, it hath been. 
adjudged to deserve death, AndJeast any man 
should surmise that princes, for the muainte- 
nance of their own sutety and sovereignty, are 
the only authors of these judgments, let us a 
little consider the patterus and precepts of holy 
scripture, Nebuchadnezzar, king of Assyria, 
wasted all Palestine with fire and sword; be- 
sieged Jerusalem a long tine; and at the last 
took it; slew the king; burnt the temple; 
took away the holy vesscly and treasure; the 
rest he permitted to the cruelty and spoil of 
his unmerciful soldiers, who defiled alk places 
With rape and slaughter, and ruinated to the 
ground that flourishing city: after the glut of 
this bloody butchery, the people that remained 
he led captive into Chaldea; there he erected 
his’ golden image, and comnmmanded that they 
which refed to wership it, should be cast 
into a fiery furnace, Whut cruelty, what in- 
justice, what impiety is comparable to this! 
and yet God calleth Nebuchadnezzar his ser- 
vant, and promiscth hire and wages for his 
vice: and the prophets Jeremiah and Baruch 
did write to the Jews to pray for the lite of 
him, and of Baltazar his son, that their days 
might be upun earth as the days of heaven: 
and Ezckiel with bitter terms abhorreth the 
disloyalty of Zedechiah, because he revolted 
from Nebuchadnezzar, whose bomager and 
tributary he was. What shall we say of Saul? 
Did he not put all the priests to execution, 
because one of them did relieve holy and 
harmless David? Did he not violently perse- 
cute that his most faithful servant and utiful 
son-in-law, during which pursuit, he tell twice 
into the puwer of David; who did not only 
spare, but also protect the king; reproved the 
pretorian soldiers for theirncghgent w atch; and 
Was touched in beart for cutting away the lap ot 
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bis garment; and afterwards caused the mes- | manner of punishment, and shew our sul.jec- 
senger to be slain, who upon request, andj tion by enduring, and not perturming; vea, 


fur pity, had lent his hand (as he said) to help 
jurward the voluntary death of that sacred 


the church hath declured it to be an heresy, 
to hold that a prince may be slain or deposed 


king? As for the contrary examples,.as that of | by his subjects, for any disorder or default, 


Jehu who slew Jehoram and Ahaziah, kines of 
Isrucl and Judah ; they were done by express 
oracle and reselation from God, aud are no 
more set down for our imitation than the rob- 
bing of the Feyptians, or any other particular: 
and priviledged) commandment; but in’ the 
ceveral precept, which all men must ordinarily 
tulluw, not only our auctions, but our specches 
aiso, and our very thoughts, are strictly charged 
with duty and obedience unto princes, whether 
they be good or evil. The law of God or- 
daineth, ‘that he which doth presumptuously 
atainst the ruler of the people shall die;’ and 
the prophet David forhiddeth to touch the 
lord’s anointed ; ¢ thou shalt not rail upon the 
judzes, neither speak evil against the ruler of 
the people’ And the apostles do denand 
futher, that even our thoughts and souls be 
bvedient to higher powers; and lest any 
should imazime that they meant of good princes 
only, they speak generally of all; and further, 
tu take away all doubt, they make express 
mention of the evil. For the power aud au- 
thority of wicked princes is the ordinance of 
God; and theretore Christ told Pilate, that the 
power which he had was given hin from above. 
kor God stirred up the spirit even of wicked 
pnnces to do his will; and, as Jehosapbar satd 
tu his rulers, they execute not the judeinent 
of man, but of the Lord: in’ regard bercot, 


David calleth them gods, because they have: 


their rule and authority iunmediately from God ; 
which, if they ubuse, they are not to be ad- 
Madged by Gauci subjects, ter no power within 
their duminiou is supciior tu theirs; but Gad 
reserveta them to the surest trial; © horribly 
and suddenly,’ saith the wise man, ‘will the 
Tord appear unto them, and a hard judgment 
shall they have.” The law of Gud conmand- 
eth, that the child shall be put to death for 
ary contumely done unto the parents; but 
what af the fiiher be a robber? Tf aanurderer? 
Tf tor all exeess of villanies, odious and exe- 
crable both to God and mau? Surely he de- 
serveth the lighest degree of punishments, and 
vet must not the sun litt up his hand against 
han, fur no yileuve 3s so great as to be punished 
by parncide: but our country is dearer unto 
us thin our parents; aud the pmnce is pater 
petric, the tather of our country; and there- 
fore more sacred and dear unto us than our pa- 
rents by nature, and inust not be violated, 
Low imperious, how impious svever he be: 
doth ie command or demand our persons or 
ovr purscs, we must not shun for the ane, hor 
shrink fur the other; for, as Nehemiah saith, 
‘kings hath dominion over the bodics and 
over the cattle of their subjects at their plea- 
sure.” Doth he enjoia those actions which are 
contrary to the laws of God? We must nei 
ther wholly obey nor violently resist, but with 
® Cudstant courage submit ourselves to all 
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either in lite or else in government, = ‘Lhere 


will be finlts so lony as there are men; and 


as we endure with patience u barren year if 


it happen, and unseasonable weather, and 
such other deteets of iature, so must we tr~ 
lerate the imperfections of rulers; and quicily 


expect, either a reformation, or else a chianye. 
—But alas, good king Rd. why such crmelty? 


What such inpiety hath he ever committed ? 
Examine rightly those nnputations which are 
laid against him, without any false cyrcuin- 
stance of agvravation, and you shall find no- 
thing objected, cither of any truth, or of great 
moment, It may be, that muny errors and 
oversights have escaped Inn, yet none su 
erievous to be termed tyranny; as proceedings 
rather from unexperienced ignorance, oY cor: 
rupt counsel, than trom any uatural or wilful 
malice. Oh, how shall the world be pestered 
with tyrants, if subjects may rebel upon every 
pretence of tyranny? tow many good princes 
shall daily be suppressed by those by whom 
they ought to be supported? Lf they levy a 
subsidy, oc any other taxation, it) shall be 
claimed oppression: if they put any to death 
for traitorous attempts azuimst their persons, at 
shall be exclanned cruelty: uf they do anv 
thing avainst the lust and liking of the people, 
it shall be pruclanned tyranny.—But ler it be, 
that without authority in us, or desert in dia, 
king Fed. inust be deposed: yet what nehet bud 
the dake of Lancuster to the crown? Or whit 
reason have we without his right ta: give it to 
hin. Tf he make title a> heir unta king Rd. 
then must he stay until king Rd.’s death; for 
ho man can succeed as heir to one that liveth, 
Bat it is well known to all meu, who are not 
cither wilfully blind or grossly ignorant, that 
there ure some now alive, lincally descended 
trom Lionel duke of Clarence, whose offspring 
was by judement of the high caurt of pu, 
holden the Yth year of king Itd. declared next 
successor to the crown, in case king Rd. should 
dic withaut issue. Concerning the title from 
Edinund Cronchback, I will pass it over; 
secing the authors thereof are become a- 
shauned of so absurd abuse, both of their own 
knowledge and our credality; and therefore 
all the claim is now made by right ef cen- 
quest, by the cession and grant of king Rd. 
and by the gencral consent of all the people. 
It is a bad wool that will take no colour; but 
what conqnest can a subject pretend against 
his sovercien, where the war 15 insurrection, 
and the victory hirh and heimous treason? As. 
for the Resignation whigh Rd. made, being a 
pent prisoner for the same. cause, it is an act 
extorted by force, and therefore of no validity 
to bind him; and sceiuy, that by the laws of 
this lund the king alone eannot alienate the 
ancient jewels and ornaments pertaiuing ta 
the crown, surely he cunnot gite away thg 
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crown itsel’, and therewithal the kingdom. 
Neither have we any custom, that the peo- 
ple at plca-ure should elect their king; but they 
are wways Lound unto him, who by right of 
blood is right successor; much less can they 
contin and inake good that ude, which is be- 
fore by vivicnce usurped; for nothing can then 
be trecly dave, when liberty is once restrained 
by fear. So did Scylla, by terror of his le- 
gions, obtiuin tne law © Velleia” to be made, 
whereby he was created dictator for fourscore 
years; aud by like impression of fear, Ciesar 
caused the lnw “ Servia” to be promulred, by 
which te was made perpetual dictator: but 
both the.c laws were atterwards adjudged void. 
As tor the deposing of king Edw. IT. it is no 
more to be urged, than the poisoning of king 
Jobn, or the murdering of any other good aud 
lawful prinoe: we must live according to laws, 
and. not to cxamples; and yet the kingdom 
was not then taken from the lawful successor. 
But if we look back to times lately past, we 
shall tind that these tides were more strong in 
king Stephen, than they are in the duke of 
Lancaster. For king Henry I. being at large 
hberty, neither restrained im body, nor con- 
strained in mind, had appointed him to suc- 
ceed; as it was upon good credit certainly af- 
firmed. The people assented to this design- 
ment; and thereapon, without fear, and with- 
out force, he was anvinted king, and obtained 
full possession of the realm. Yet Henry, son 
of the earl of Anjou, having a nearer right bv 
his mother to the crown, notwithstanding his 
father was a stranger, and himself born beyond 
the scas, raised such rough wars upon king 
Stephen, that there was no end of spoiling the 
goods, and seilling the blood of the unhappy 
peuple, besides the ruins and deformities of 
many cities and holds, until his lawtul imheri- 
tance was to him assured. It terrifieth me to 
remember hdw many flourishing empires and 
kingdoms hive been, by means of such con- 
tentions, either torn in pieces with intestine 
division, or subdued to furcign princes, under 
pretence of assistance and aid; and [ necd 
not repeat how this realm hath heretofore 
been shaken with these several mischiefs: and 
yet neither the examples of other countries, 
nor the miscries of our own, are sufficient to 
make us beware.—O Englishmen, worse be- 
witched than the foolish Galatians! Our un- 
staid miuds and resticss resolutions do nothing 
else but hunt after our own harms: no people 
have more hatred abroad, and none less quiet 
at home: in other countries, the sword of in- 
vasion hath been shaken against us: in our 
own land, the fire of insurrection hath becn 
kindled among us: and what are these in- 
novauions, bug whetstones to sharpen the 
one, and bellows to blow up the other.— 
Certaiuly I fear that the same will happen unto 
us “hich M@sop fableth to have been fallen 
unto the frogs, who being desirous to have a 
king, a beam was given unto them; the first 
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insulted thercon with great contempt, and de- 
sired a king of quicker courage : then was sent 
unto them a stork, which stalking among them 
with staicly steps, continually devoured then, 
The mildness of king Rd. hath bred in us this 
scorn, interpreting it to be cowardice and dul- 
ness of nature. ‘Lhe next heir 1s also rejected : 
I will not say that with greater courave we 
shall fiid greater crnelty ; but if either of these 
shall hereatter be able to set up their side, and 
bring the matter to trial by arms, 1b do assur. 
edly say, that which part socver shall carry 
the fortune of the tield, the people both wars 
must go to wreck. And thus have I declared 
my mind concerning this question, mM more 
words than your wisdoin, vet iewer than the 
weicht of the cause, doth require; and do 
boldly conclude, that we have neither power 
nor policy, either to depose king Rd. or to 
elect duke Heary in his piace; that king Rd. 
remainecth still our sovercizn prince, and there- 
fore it is not lawfui for us give judgment upon 
hun; that the duke, whoin you call king, hath 
more offended against the king and the realm, 
thon the king hath done, either against bim 
or us: for being banished the realin for 10 years 
by the king and his council, amongst whom 
his own father was chief; and sworn not to 
return again without special licence; he hath 
not only violated his oath, but with mnpious 
arins disturbed the quiet of the land, and dispos- 
sessed the kine trom his roval estate ; and now 
demandeth judgment against his person, with- 
out offence proved, or defence heard. Hf this 
injury and this perjury doth nothing move us, 
yet let both our private and commbdn dangers 
somewhat withdraw us trom these violent pro- 
ceedings.” . 

This speech, says the historian, now quoted, 
was differently taken, as nen were then ditter- 
ently atfected, between tear, hone, and shame ; 
yet, the major part, by far, shew ed themselves 
in the terest of their new king ienry; and 
the orator was instantly attached of high trea- 
son, hy the earl marshal, and sent prisoner to 
the abbey of saint Albans. 

Further Proceedings of this Parl.| The com- 
mons appeared again with their Speaker, and 
declared to the king, that the duke of Britany 
iad sent word, that he was ready to do all 
which the king would desire him, and there- 
fore prayed that the ealdoin of Richmond, 
being his own inheritance, might not be grant- 
ed away by any letters patents, which petition 
was made a request trom the commons.—The 
duke of York, the cari of Northumberland, 
and others of kindred to the abp. of Cunter- 
bury, prayed the king that the said abp. might 
have his recovery against Roger Walden, who 
had been made abp. of Canterbury during the 
others exile, for sundry wastes and spoils, dene 
by the saif Roger in the archbishopric alore- 
said, which the king instantly granted, and 
thanked them tor their motion. But the cour 
mons, upon hearing of this award, prayed the 


fall whereof did put them in some fear, but | king that, since they were not made privy ta 
when they saw tt dic sti in the stream, they | the judzrcent aiuresuid, no recosd unght be 
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mate to charge or make them partics therein. 
To which the abp. of Canterbury, by the 
king's command auswered, “ That the com- 
Minis were only petitioners, and that all judz- 
wicats belong to the king and lords ; unless it 
Was In statutes, grants of subsidies or such 
hike ;” which ordinance the king willed should 
be trom that time observed. 

Sir Win. Rickhill, one of the judges to the 
late king, but now a prisoner, was brought 
betore the parl. and required to answer by 
what warrant he took and certified the Con- 
fession of the late duke of Gloucester, in the 
21st of Rd. Il. (see p. 229); and by order 
of the king, sir Walter Clopton, chief justice, 
Wus put to examine him. But Rickhill, an- 
swering at full, and producing sufficient autho- 
rity for what he bad done, and his sincere deal- 
ing therein, the lords unanimously declared that 
tney thought he had acted justly; and upon 
this the chief justice adjudged the said sir Win. 
acquitted thereof for ever. 

Petitions of the Commons, with the King’s 
Aanswers.] P. That the liberties of the church, 
the creat charter, and charter of the forests, 
be contwmed. A. The king willeth the saine. 
—P. That the lords spiritual, temporal, and 
the judges, do’ not from henceforth plead, in 
excuse, that they durst not tor fear of death to 
speak the truth. A. The king reputeth them 
all to be just, and that they will not give lim 
council to the contrary ; butilthey do, fet con- 
p'aint be made.—P. ‘That all the king’s chief 
ocers be sworn to shun all bribery, and such 
a are attainted thercot to lose all they have. 
A, Every such officer, upon uttaint, shall be 
punished tor ‘his misdving ; otherwise the sta- 
tutes already made may suthce.—P. That no 
part of the crown-linds may be sold, given, or 
excuanged: and that there be a resumption of | 
such as are. A. The king will be advised of; 
tiis—P. That every man may pursue his re- 
medy for aJl havock and spoils, committed 
since the coming of the king. A. For spoils | 
done wherc the king's army hath been, he will 
be advised ; fur the rest he granteth.—P. That 
all men dispossessed of any tenements, with- 
out process of Jaw, may be restored, if done 
since the king’s coming in. A. They are re- 
mitted to the common law.—P. That, ia con- 
sideration of the great plague in the North, it 
would please the king to lie with his army in 
the midst of the kingdom, A. The king will 
be advised.—P. That the king will arpoint 
able captains, as well in England as in Wales. 

| 


A. The king ineancth no less.-~The commons 
grant to the king, that he shall be as tree and 
enjoy as great libertics as any of his progeni- 
fors bad before him ; whereupon the king, in 
parl, promised that he would not turn the 
same contrary to the laws.-—-P. The commons 
pray the reversal of the judgment given against 
Rd. earl of Arundel in the 21st of king Rd. 
and that restitution be made to Thomas bis 
sonand heir, A. The kiae hath shewn favour 
to Fhomas now earl, and to others.—P. That 
such records, touching tle inheritance of the 


said carl of Arundel and Surrey, late embez- 
zled, may be sought for and restored. A. The 
king willeth.—P. They make the like request 
for restitution to be made to Tho. earl of 
Warwick. A. The king hath shewn favour 
to him also.—P. ‘They require a repeal of the 
act made 21 Rd. I. with a general restitution 
of lands sad goods, to all such as lost thereby. 
aA. The king has been gracious in this also, 
and for the rest he will be advised. 
Proceedings against the Lords’ Appellants.] 
The commons prayed the king, that the lords, 
who were Appellants in the purl. held the. 2Js¢ 
of the late kine Rd may be calted on to answer 
for their acts done at that time. The records 
of which were brought and read in pari. in the 
presence of Edw. ,duke of Albemarle, Tho. 
duke of Surrey, John duke. ot Meter, John 
marg. of Dorset, John earl of Salisbury, and 
Tho. earl of Gloucester. These were all the 
accusers of the abp. and tlic rest of the lords, 
in the parl, of the @ist of Hd. I. that were 
spared from execution; except king Henry 
liumsclf, then earl of Derby, who was the prin- 
cipal person concerned in that atiair.—The 
duke of Albemazle was called on first, who 
pleaded in excuse, “ That he was no contriver 
of the said appeal; and what he then did, 
was by the king’s command, whom he darst 
not disohey. That in relation to king Henry's 
exile, and revocation of his patent, it was en- 
tirely against his will, and he called certain 
lords to witness the same: he also endeavoured 
to excuse himself from advising, or beiag any 
ways privy to the death of the duke of Glou- 
cester.”—The duke of Surrey prayed the king 
tv consider the tender age, anu smail reputae 
tion he was in, ut the tine. the appeal was 
made. Afterwards, he answered in ail points, 
as the former duke had done; all which he 
offered to prove when the king should a 
point.—The duke of Exeter pleaded also as 
above; only, in relation to the duke of Glou- 
cester, he added, that he heard king Rd. say, 
that he should he slain.—The margq. of Dorset 
affirmed, as before, only he made no mention 
of the duke of Gloucester.—The earl of Salis- 
bury said, that he was drawn into the appeal, 
for fear of his life; and for that he was ac- 
cused by the duke of Norfolk, that he should 
have meant to have slain the duke of Lancas- 
ter, the’king’s father. Albeit, he was ready 
by the king’s order, to have disproved the 
charge ; but, for that be had not yet olfered to 
acquit himself thereof, be asked pardon tor 
the same.—The earl of Gloucester athrmed the 
same with the duke of Albemarle.—a iter 
these noblemen had answercd the several 
qucstions, they were all ordered to withdraw, 
whilst the king and parl. consulted what sen- 
tence to award for them, And the king and 
lords did adjudge, ‘ That the said dukes, 
marq. and earls, should lose ter names and 
titles, and all the honours thercto belonging ; 
and that they should forteit all the lands and 
coods, which they, or any of them had given 
them at the death of the said duke of Gluuccs- 


293] 


ter, or at any time since; and that if they, or 
any of them, should espouse the quarrel, or 
assist the person of king Rd. lately deposed, 
that then the same should be treason.” Which 
sentence or Judgment, by the king’s command, | 
was pronounced by sir Wm. Thirning, lord — 
ehicf justice of the king’s bench.—But after_ 
all, we find that as to their lands, it was lett | 
to the king either to continue thein in posses- 
sion, or turin them out if be pleased. Yet | 
Henry not only left them their estates, but 
also restored them to their honours. 

On the 29h of Nov. the commons required, 
that the arrest and judeinent azainst Wm. le | 
Scroop, curl of Wiltshire, sir Hy. Green, and 
John Bussy, knichts, who had been executed 
without uny process at Brigtol, mht be con- 
firmed in full parl., On which sir Rd. le Scroop 
petitioned the king that nothing mizht be done 
to disinhernit him or his children, considering 
the satd Wim. was his son. The commons 
asked sir Rd. if the judgment against his son 
was lawful? Who answered, that it was lawful, 
Upon which the king said, that he would have 
all the lands of the persons aforesaid forfeited 
to him by way of conquest, as of those who 
had been the chief actors in the purl. of the 
21st of Rd. IT. 

Inqu'ry into the Murder of the Dulke of 
Gloucester.} The last thing which we shill 
mention in the proceedings of this parl. is 
soine farther cnquiry made there in relation to 
the duke of Gloucester ; which thouzh not all 
mentioned in Cotton’s Abridgment, our older 
Chroniclers, particularly Hollingshead, are very 
exact in describing. Sir John Baggot, then a 
prisoner in the tower, was brought to the bar 
of the house, and there examined on. the affair 
ofthat rhurder; who there declared, in a bill, 
then delivered in, “ That it was by the advice 


the lords were apprehended by the king, and 
that the duke of Gloucester was inhumanly 
murdered at Calais. That the duke of Nor- 
folk did keep the duke of Gloucester alive 3 
weeks against the king’s will; but, for fear of 
the king’s displeasure, the said duke and himn- 
self, with several of the king’s servants, went 
over to Calais, and saw him put to death.” 
After this declaration was openly read, the 
duke of Albemarle rose up and said, * That 
‘he utterly denied the charge to be truce against 
him, and offered to justify his innocence by 
combat, in such manner as should be thonebt 
requisite.” But Bazgot, not being at liberty 
to accept the challenge, the lord Fitz-Walter, 
and 20 other lords; offered to make it good hy 
their bodies, that he was the cause of the duke 
of Gloucester’s death. The duke of Surrey 
stood up acainst the lord Fitz-Walter, and hav- 
ing athrmed that what the duke of Albeinarle 
liad done against the duke of Gloncester, was 
by constraint. he offered to vindicate hint by 
hehe; ond all their hoads, which they done 
dawn as pledees of their intentions, were deli 
vered to the constable and marshal ta be kepr, 
Bur wll thesc diferences the king thoaght pro- 
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| 
deliver | 
and instigation of the duke of Albemarle, that 
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per to accommodate, in a way more politic and 
more consistent with the exigency of the 


‘times, than suffering them to go on to a mary. 


tial trial.—-Bagyot, 1n one of his examinations 
betore the house, mentioned one John Hall, 


then a prisoner in Newgate, who could say 


much more than he, relanig to the death of 
the duke of Gloncester. Which Hall, being 
sent for and examined, confessed the whole 
Inatter; whose cxamination, confession, and 
sentence passed against him, being on the 


rolls, we shall give trom sir Robert Cotton’s 


own account of it. 

& Jobn Hall, a servant of the duke of Nor- 
folk, being examined by sir Walter Clopton, 
chief justice, in full parl. confessed upon his 
oath, that in the month of Sept. 21 Kd. LL. 
the duke of Norfolk charged the said John, 
among others, to murder the duke of Glou- 
cester, there being present one John Colfos, 
an esq. of the said duke of Norfolk ; and that 
they two then being at Calais, went togethet 
to Our Ladies church, where they found Win. 
llempsley, esq. as aloresatd, Kradshaw, 
exq. us aforesaid, Wm. Servadlet, of the 
chamber of the late kmg Rd. Francis Vadlett, 
of the chamber of the duke of Albemarte ; 
Wm. Rogers, Wm. Dennice, and Cyckle, 
servants to the suid duke of Norfolk; all 
whom were sworn upon the body of Christ, 
before ond Sir Wm. Chaplain, of st. George's, 
in the church .of our Jady, that they should 
not disclose the said fact or murder. ‘That 
after this oath made, they altogether went 
with the duke of Nortulk, towards the houre 
called the Princes Inn, and when they were 
come,’the said duke of, Norfolk caused the 
persons atoresaid to enter imto a lodging 
within the same house, and so departed, 
Atter which John Lovetofte, with sundry other 
esqrs. brought the duke of Gloucester, and 
delivered him to the said Searl and Francis, m 
an inner parlour, and said, ‘ There 1s Searl 
and Francis’ whereupon the duke of Glou- 
cester said, ‘ Now I see I shall do well,’ and 
sv asked Scart how the king did? who said 
‘well;’ and sent to him commendations, and 
so the said John Lovetofte departed. Where- 
upon the suid Searl and Francis, took the said 
duke of Gloucester into an upper chamber, 
saying, § That they would speak with bim;’ 
unto whom when they were come there, they 
said, ‘That the king’s will was, that he should 
be slain;’ the duke answered thereto, ‘ If it 
be so it is welcome,’ that Searl and Francts 
willed the duke to take a chaplain, whom the 
duke there took,and was confessed. After which 
confession they caused the duke to lye upon a 
bed, upon whom so lving, the said Searl and 
Francis threw a feather-bed, the sides whereot 
the said Wim. Rogers, Dennice, and Cockle 
of the chamber, held; and Searl and Francts 
lay on the mouth of the said duke until he 
was dead: Colfox, Hempsley, and Bradshaw, 
sat that meht by the duke on their knees, 
weeping, and praving for the soul of the said 


‘dake; and Hull, this caaminant, kept the door 
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until the duke was slain. 
which duke, the duke of Norfolk came in, 
aad seeing him dead, said, ‘ [t were a great 
matter ta have the sid duke living again.’ 


By whose confession it seemed to the lords, | 


that he the said Jun tall, had deserved a | 
gnevous death; whereupon they adjudged, by 
the us:ent of the king, that the same Hall 
should be drawn from Tower-thil to Tyburn, | 


his bowels to be burned beiure him, his body . 


to be hanged, headed, and quartered, a 


his head tu be sent and set upon Calais, and 
his quarters ut the king's pleasure; aud the | 
marshal the sane day d.d execution accurd- 
sigs.” 
Jl Parl. called.) Writs of summons were 
sent out, directed to Henry prince of Wales, 
ac. aud dared at Weotm. the 19th of Sept. 
Huu, for wv part, to mece at York, on the 
feast of All Suds, next coming, Cotton has 
wiven ws no more than the names of the peers | 
that were summoned to this parl.; it is pro- | 
bable that the business of it was interrupted | 
by the insurrections, then made i the nation, | 
in favour of king Richard. 
A Parl, caléed.|  Atter these commotions | 
were, In some mncusure, quicted, angther parl. | 
was summoned to meet om the ist of Jan, ! 
1101, when the kmghts and burgesses were | 
called into the chancery court, In Westininster- | 
Hall, before the chancellor and the steward of | 
the king's household, by name; upon whose | 
appearance, the chance. put of the park to | 
the next day, by the king's authuritw. On 
the said day sir Wm. Thyrning, chief justice 
of the king's bench, by the kings command, 
declared, * That this parl. was called ty the | 
end that Holy Church, and other corporations 
and pecsons should cnjov their liberties; that 
all good laws shonld be eaxccuted, and justice 
truly ministered; and that nothing should be 
done in derogation uf the common law.” He 
then rehearsed, “ What great charges the 
king had béen at for his coronation; for sup- | 
pressing ‘the late’ rebellion attempted by the 
nobles; for his expedition avainst the Scots ; 
and, lastly, fur resisung the rebels in North 
Wales; all which adventures he had under- ! 
taken in his own proper person.” Ue further 
told them, “ That the hing was bound to re- 
tum the qucen into France, with all such 
jewels and richcs as king Richard had with 
hee in marriage. fe put them in mind of 
the charges for keeping of Calais, and the 
King’s other fortresses abroad; especially tur 
the duchy of Guicnne, being annexed to the 
crown, for the which war was hkcly to ensue, 
because the king of France had crested his 
eldest son duke of Guienne; and, lastly, for 
the wars in Scotland and Ircland. For the 
support of all which great charges he urged 
the lords and coinmons to considt and to con- 
sider the importance of then: he concluded 
with desiring the commons to chowse a Speaker, 
and to present him the next day to the Vine.” 
Sir A. Sivage chosen Speaker.] On the id 
of Jan. the commons presented te the king sir 
j 
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After the death of 
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Arnold Savage fur their Speaker, who made 
the accustomed protystation, for hiusclt and 
the commons, which was accepted and en- 
rolled. On the 25th, the commons by their 
speaker, in full parl. “ gave the king most 
hearty thanks for bis promise of maiutaining 
the catholic faith, Vhey desired that the king 
would not give an car to any slanderous and 
untrue reports concerning their proceedings, 
but let the event shew the same.” Which 
being prumised, the speaker went on and de- 
clared to the king, “ ‘That to every good govt. 
4 things appertained, viz. wisdom, prowess, 
manhood and riches; all which he aftirmed 
was in the king and his nobility, as the world 
very well knew, and they would approve; tor 
the hearts and goud-will of subjects, which 
his may. had, were the riches of a kiug. 
Thereture, for certain reasons, the cominons 
would persuade the king not to agree to the 
challenges, which the French had inade— to 
ham and the lords.” This the king promised 
not to attempt without their advice, and gave 
them thanks fur their tender yuod will w 
him. ) : 

Petitions of the Commous.] Jan. 31, the 
cominons, by word of mouth prayed, that 
certain Petitions wight be answered by the 
king, which he, agaiu, desired might be put 
in writing, and then he proinised to answer 
them. Feb. 21, the coumnons praved the 
king to execute the ordinance of king Rich. TI. 
upon the conquest of Walés, viz. that ne Welch- 
nan born sliuuld bear any office in that coun- 
try, xc. Phe king promised to send for the* 
ordinance, and cause excention of it. They 
then reyuired the king, that, according to the 
laws and customs of the realm, he would scize 
into Is hands the houses and lands of all 
nhien priorics, and dunatives, during the wars. 
To this u.e king required advice, and pro- 
nused to do thercin as the bps. and peers 
should instruct hin, The same day, ona like 
notion, the kine revoked all unnuitics granted 
vut of the custom of wools ; and at the sane 
ume they required the king to cominit the 
charge of wool-weighing, and the inventory of 
king Lichard’s goods, which the treasurers 
had dehvered to then, to soine persons as 
mught make due enquiry thereof, and discharge 
the coumnons of it. They also desired, “ That 
all matters transacted in this parl. might be 
envrosscd before the departure of the justices.” 
It was answered, © That the clerk of parl, tad 
urdcrs su to do.” At the same time the com- 
mous declared, “ That it was not the usual . 
custom fur them to grant any subsidy betore 
they had‘received answers to their petitions 3 
and prayed the chservalion of -that custom 
from thenceforth.” Upon this the king re. 
quired a conterepce with the lords: and, on 
the last dav of the session, gave the comnions 
this answer, © Vhat there was never anv such 
use known, but that taney should tirst go throuch 
with all other dusiness, which ordmance the 
king intended not to alter.” After which a 
subsidy was ¢ranted of 1-10th, and 1-1oth; 


‘ 
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9s. on every tun of wine, and 8d. in the pound + to be sent to the sheriffs of London, for the 


op merchandize. 

Proccedings against several Lords for ie 
son, gc. ‘Phe lords temporal, with the king’s 
assent, adiudged Tho. Holland Jate ‘earl of 
Kent, Jolin Holland late earl of Huntington, 
John Montagu late carl of Salisbury, ‘Iho. le 
Despenser and Ralph Lumiey, kmehts, and 
several others, who were, for their treasons 
and rebellions, taken by certain of the kine’s 
subjects, and beheaded as traitors, that they 
should furfeit all such lands as they had in fee, 
Jan. 5, in the dst of this king, or at any time 
after, together with all their goods and chat- 
tels. But the commons comimy before the 
king, March the Sth, their Speaker in an ora- 
tiun he mude to the throne, toek occasion, 
“to liken the 3 estates of the realm to the 
Trinity, as consisting of king, bps. and lords, 
and the commons; wherein, adds he, ought 
to be umrty; and therctore praycd the king to 
reconcile the earl of Ruthind “and the lord 
Fitz-walter.” These lords kneeling, at the same 
tume, and submituog themselves to the king’s 
will, were both pardoned, The conimons 
first, and the lords after, pray that the earl 
of Somerset might have the same mercy ex- 
tended to him as the carl of Rutland, and be 
both restored to thetr goods, names and liber- 
tics, notwithstanding the judgment given a- 
gumst them, primo Kegis; which, tie king, 
with thanks tur their motion, also grantcd. 

An athur of thehike nature with the preced- 
Ing deserves also our notice. It seems that 
‘Heury le Spenser, the bp. of Nurwich so much 
spoken of in the beginning of thg last reien, 
had been accused by sir Tho. Erpinghaim, then 
vice-chamberlain to the king, of being 2 stirrer 
in the last insurrections, or at least a favourer 
of that cause, The bp. was sent for, to come 
before the king in parl. and on his appeurance 
the king ordered him to be placed m lis ac- 
custumed seat: then his maj. declared, “ that 
he took the accusations of the said sir Tho. 
against the said bp. to be juct, and to proceed 
trom the great zeal the accuser had for him; 
nevertheless, considering the order of the said 
bp. and that he was of the kine’s lineage, and 
to oblige him to better behaviour tur the fu- 
ture, he pardoned the said bp. all his mispri- 


i 
‘ 


a 


} 
| 


sions done wrainst his person.” ‘The whole | 


bench of bps. stoud up at this, and gave his 
maj. their thanks in open parl. and dcsired 
hun to cause the said bp. of Norwich and sir 
‘Tho. Frpingham to shule hands and kiss cach 
gther, in token of amity, 

Act for putting Heretics to Death.] The 
com:nons required the king to assist in pacity- 
ing the schism then in the church of Rome, 
which had continued a long time, if it ‘could 
be done without any charge to this realm. 
The lords also desired the same.—The king 
answercd, “ that the bps. should consider of 
it.” And at home, in order to suppress the 
Retormers, or the followers of Wickiiiie’s doc- 
trine, which was stil adhered te by many, a 
wait is mentioned in tie Records of this parl. 


» 


burning of Wim. Sawtre, a clerk, convicted of 
heresy by his clerey, and by them adjudged to 
be burnt. ‘here was alzo a@ statute made iu 
this session of parl. touching the imprisoning, 
or punishing with death, such as held any cr- 
roucous opinion in rebgion; but Cotton re- 
muarks, “ that the printed statute dittcrs greatly 
from the record, not only in form, but much 
more in matter, in order to maintain ecclesi- 
astical tvranny.” His pubhsher, Prynne, has 
this note upon it: “ that this was the first sta- 
tute and butcherly knite that the impeaching 
prelates procured or had against the poor 
preachers of Christ’s gospel.” Fox writes also, 
that Henry IV. who deposed Rich. H. was 
the first of all Euglish kings that began the 
unmerciful burning of Christ’s saints. 

Act against Provisions from Rome.] How- 
ever, some other laws were made in this part. 
of great use und advantage to the state; viz. 
“that no provisions should be brought from 
Rome, by any religious person, to exempt 
them froin obedience to the secular power; 
and that all such persons, who shall bring any 
such provisions into the nation, shall imeur a 
pramunire. ‘Vhat no person shall carry any gold 
or silver coin out of the Ration, without a spe- 
cial licence from the king; and if any one shall 
presume to do to the contrary, he shall forfeit 
all the said coin to the king. That the chiro- 
grapher of the Comimon-Pleas, the clerk of 
the Crown and King’s-Bench, and the marshal 
of the Marshulsea of the king’s house, should 
take no preater fees than what are prescribed 
und limitcd by the statutes.” 

A Subsidy granted.| On the 10th of March, 
being the last day of this parl. the commons 
all kuceled beture the king, and besougnt hun 
to pardon them, if, through ignorance, they 
might have offended him; which the king rea- 
dily granted. ‘hen the whole assembly heard 
mass together, when the abp. of Canterbury 
read the epistle and gospel; the king did the 
<acrifice by promising to maintain the faith of 
holy church; and when they were compe 
to say, Ife, misse est, ef Deéo gratias, the com 
meus offered their granted subsidy; for the 
which the king returned ther all dhanks, wid 
the chancellor dismissed them to ther own 
humic. 

A Parl. celled.) A part. was summoned to 
mect at Westiniister, on the SOth of Sept. 
1403; which being assembled, and the kirights, 
&c. called over, as usual in the court of Chan- 
cery, the next duy the lord high chanc. in the 
presence of the king, declarcd the cause ° 
their mecting to be, “ 1st. fur preserving thé 
rights and libertics of holy church, and of @ 
corporations and persons.” Then he took tor 
his theme, par multa ditigentibus legem; tom 
which he took occasion to conunend ca 
and to shew the great blessings of it. He salt 
that peace was always with those that obeyed 
the laws; and, contranly, he urged the or 
and mischief of dissension and disobediences 
and that there was no other way to che 


¢ 
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peace-brenkers than by war. He declarcd, 
that by dissension and private discord, the 
flower of all chivalry, the stock of nobles 
within this realm, was in a manner lately con- 
sumed; and that the whole nation was in dan- 
Fer of being sabverted, had not God, as a de- 
iverer, raised up the king. He put them in 
mind of the kiny’s late great victory ayaiust the 
Scots; he much lamented the great schism in 
the church, by having two popes; and told 
them, that the king intended to do his part 
towards healing the same. He then desired 
them to provide Ways and Means for inain- 
taming the war against Scotland; tor sub- 
jecting the enemies in Wales; for conquering 
reland, and putting a stop to their prince in 
that country; for defendiug Guienne, Calais, 
and the marshes thereof; and desired the com- 
mons to choose a speaker, and to present him 
on the morrow for approbation”. 

Sir H. de Redford chosen Speaker.] The 
next day the commons presented sir Henry de 
Redford for their Speaker, who, making the 
usual protestation, it was granted. This house 
took several days to consider of the lord chan- 
ceHor’s charge to then. On the 10th of 
Oct. the chancellor acquainted the king that 
the commons desired to have certain of the 
lords sent to them, with whom they miche 
confer, The:‘king granted their request, with 
ths protestation, “ that the same was done 
out of favour, and not of duty;” which protest 
was enrolled by the clerk. Theu the king sent 
the steward of his household and his secretary 
to the commons, to acquaint them with it; 
who returned for answer to the king, that they 
accepted of his protestation; and accordingly 
4 bps. 4 earl® and 4 barons were ordered to 
attend then. 

On the 16th of Oct. the commons in full 
pari. by the mouth of their Speaker, “ gave 
tothe king their most humble thanks for his 
many valrant exploits; namely, for his last ex- 
pedition into Scotland, and for his three seve- 
tal -journies into Wales, since the former; 
wherein they took occasion to praise the va- 
lour of the prince; and forgot not to mention 
the noble service performed by the ld. Thomas, 
the king’s 2nd. son, in Ireland. As for the 
victory in Scotland, they humbly hoped, that 
by good policy it might be made to turn to the 
advantage and ease of the commons; and be- 
cause in that battle the earl of Northumber- 
land behaved yvallantly, they prayed the king 
to give him thanks.” 

A Subsidy granted.| On the 25th of Oct. 
the commons, with the assent of the bps. and 
‘the lords, granted to the king the usual sub- 
sdy on wools, wool-fells, and skins, for 38 
years; also $s. on every tun of wine, and 12d. 
am the on merchandize, besides a 10th 
‘aad a isth. This large and extensive grant 
pat the ‘king into such good humour, that he 
sent the aan of Northamberland to invite the 

whole body of the cammons to dine with him 
the riext day. ' 
A 2 tenes called.) Another parl. 
o1. 1. 


was 


* 
a a ee 


summoned to mect at Westminster, Jan. 14th, 
1404, Being all assembled, the bp. of Lon- 
don, the king’s brother, aid then lord chauc. 
in the presence of the king, lurds, ant com- 


mons, declared the cause ot the pul. for the . 


preservation of boly church, «ec. He thea 
took for lis text these words, muftitudo sapten- 
tium, &c. and thereby learnedly argued, “ that 
by council every realm was governcd: we re- 
seinbled every state to the body of a man, and 
applied the mght hand to the church, aud the 
left to the temporal lords, and the rest of the 
members to the commoualty: of all which 
membe.s and estates, the king, as the head, 
was desirous to have their advice, wid had 
called the said parl. on divers occasions, tor 
that purpose. Jhe first thing that he put 
them moainind of, was the uGer -p,-resstun of 
the Welsh rebelbons; tor reve og the amalice 
of the duke of: Orleans, aud woe eacl of st. 
Paule, who had bent themscives wholiy agaist 
the king and realn, as appeared by tac late 
descent upon the Isle of Wight, where they 
were repulsed. To consider al-o the immi- 
nent danver that the marshes of Calais, Gui- 
enne, and other duininions Levond sea, were 
then in; to remember the wars in Ireland and 
Scotland, and likewise to take order touching 
the late rebellion under Menry Peircy, and 
others his adlierents, at the late battle at 
Shrewsbury; and then desired the commons 
to chovse, and the next day to present, their 
Speaker.” 

Sir A, Savage chosen Speaker ] Accordingly 
the next day the commons caue before the 
king, and prescided sir Arnold Savage tor their 
Speaker; whereupon the said sir Aruold made 
the usual protestation fur hunselt and the com- 
mons, which was allowed. The firs: things 
we tind that the conmons in this parl, went 
upon were these: “ they desired the king to 
have regard to the charges for repressing the 
Welsh rebels, and safe keeping of tie sea; to 
consider the great expences uf Ins own house- 
hold; and that both the king and prince inight 
give liveries according to the statute made tor 
that purpose. That the king would provide 
tor the repairs of his castles aud houses, and, 
namely, for his castle at Windsor, wluch were 
all greatly in decay; and not grant away the 
profits of those castics and houses, and stand 
to the repairs of them Imimself; by doing which, 
he must be obliged to charge his ccmmons 
greatly, which might endanger the whole 
estate.” 

The earl of Northumberland pardoncd.| On 
the 18th of Feb. the ear! of Northuinberland 
came into parl. before the king and lords, and 
there by his Petition to the king, acknowledged 
to have acted ayvainst his allegiance ; naimery, 
for gathering of forces and giving liveries, for 
which he craved pardon; and the rather, for 
that, on the king’s letters he yielded himself, 
and came to the king to York, whereas he 
might have kept himself away. The king de- 
livered this petition to the Judges, to be by 
them considered; but the lords made protes- 


” 
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tation against it, and that the ordering: thereof 


belonged to themselves. Accordingly they, as 


es of parl..to whom only such judgment he- 
onged, in considering well the statute of the 


25th of Edw. If. touching treasons, and the 
statute of Liveries made in this king’s time, 


adjudged the earl’s crime to be no treason nor 


feiony, but only a trespass fineable to the king. 


For which judgment the said earl gave great 


thanks to le king and lords; and at his own 
request he was sworn to be a true liegeman to 


the king, to the prince, and to thie heirs of his 


body begotten, and to every of the king’s sons, 


and to their issue succeeding to the crown of 


Jngland, according to law. That dene, the 
king pardoned the said earl his fine and-ran- 
som.—The abp. of Canterbury prayed the 
king, that forasmuch as he and dh 

York, with other bps. and lords, were suspect- 
ed hy many to be in the confederacy. with 
Henry Percy son to the earl of Nerthumber- 
Jand, that the said earl would speak the truth; 


on which the earl, by the king’s command, :on_ 


his oath, purged them all from that matter. 
Kut the same day, the levying of -war by the 


3 


said sir Henry. Percy was adjudged treason, -by | 
- ¢. 1 preat-men of the jand: ‘Lhey returned ins 


the king’and lords, in full par, = ©. +» 

Several of the King’s Officers removed upon 
Aduress of Part.| The commons proceeded 
in their first design of regulating the ~king’s 
hou-chold, with whom the lords aecorded ; 
and lucy required that 4 persons-should be re- 
moved out of the king’s hous viz. the abbot 
of Tore, the king’s contessor,. with Durham 
and Crosbie, gentlemen of his chamber. « Qn 
the 9th of Feb. the confesser, Durhtmr'and 
Cro~bie, came into’ parl. before-:the king and 
lords, when his maj. took occasion to excuse 
those officers himself, saying, “That he.knew 
no cause why they‘should be removed, but 
ouly because they were hated by the people.” 
Yet lic charged them to depart from. ljs house 
According to the desire of the commons, :and 
would have proceeded in. the same “manner 
avainst the abbor had he been present, . Fhe 
commons prayed, also, “‘ That. such might be 
appointed officers of the king’s household, as 
were known to be of virtuous Tite, and that the 


lords and themselves might be privy to the. 


~ 
' 


taking of them.”—And awar with Trance being. 
suddenly expected, the commons desired, . 
“ That the Commission for arraying and: mus-- 
tering of men, and watching of beacons, might , 


be amended; and that from thenceforth there 


should be no other alteration. in the form of 


it.” To which the king, with the assent of the 


lords, and, after consultation . had - with - the | 


judges, consented. This Commission -the 


reader will find much canvassed, both by ‘king - 


and pari. in our later civil dissentions.-.. + 


——— Regulations in the King’s Household.], At: 
the requcst of the. commons, a .committee of 


lords were particularly. appointed , to: make 


some farther regulatious, who. agreed.on these. 
articles :— Ist, that all foreigners, inthe unter. 
e't of the anti-pope, be not’-suftered . to. be. 
about the king’s person, but be-banished the 


e duke of 


away’ (see p. 65).: “They ‘therefore - p 


realm. And that other strangers who were 
Catholics, and particularly those of Dutchland, 
be appointed to remain upon such of the fron- 
tiers of the kingdom where garrwons are. 
Next, that all French persons, Bretons, Lom- 
bards, Italians, and Bavarians whatsoever, be 
removed out of the house from ‘the king and 
queen; except the queen’s two daughters, 
Maria and St. Miches; Alder’ and John -Pu- 
rian, and their wives. And that ho Welchman 
be about the king’s person.” These articles 
were read in full pari. Feb. the 2ist, and con- 
firmed by the king, with the lords assent ; and 


full charge.was given to the chict officers of 


the honschold there named, to put them m 
execution.—The king’s letters patents were 
confirmed: by act of pari. by which a commis- 
sion was granted, that certain revenues and 
customs: there expressed, and.amounting to 
10,0001. should be yearly patd to the treasurer 
of his honse, forsthe experices of the ‘family. 
In which grant it appears, that the protits-of 
the hdnaper, in’chancery, was ther worth only 
20001. per ann. —After ~ settling the  king’s 
houschold, the commons went upon restoring 
peace and unanimity amongst the peers and 


rmuj.-hearty thanks for’ extending his favaur to 
the ear of Northumberland ; and, at their re- 
quest, the king commanded the sail earl‘and 
the earl of Westmoreland, in token of pertect 
amity, to kiss each other, in open pari: thrice, 
and to shake hands as often; alse to promise 
that ‘their: friends and tenants should do tHe 
like. ‘The earis:of Northumberland and Buns 
bar-were likewise cominanded to perform the 
same ceremony.—The sane time,‘at the re- 
quest of the commons, the king in epen part: 
aflirmed, that the abp. of Canterbury,’ the 
duke of York, the earl.of Northumberlend, 
and-the other lords, who were suspected to b¢ 
in. the confederacy. with sir Henry Percy, were 
all his true liegemen'y and that neither they 
nor any of: them ‘sbould ever be impeached 
thereof by the king, or his heirs, at any ume 
hereafter. ~ Saget WER.” | os Be ,5 
Dutchy of Cornwall re-annered to the Crown.] 
The commons reported that Edw. III. in-a 


! Tc 


. 


‘parl. held iu the 11th of his: reign, created his 


eldest son duke of Cornwall, and annexed the. 


said dutchy to the crown, with divers-heredite- 
ments, by letters patents; and by authority of 


the. same. never to. be: dismembered ‘or sold 
‘the 
ane to resume, seize, and unite: agam to the 
said dutchy such: lands .as were -seld away b 


prince’ Edw. king Rd. or by' -himself,. Whic 
Petition was answered in: effeet following :— 


‘ [pis-akreed: by the king and-lords, that the 

fince, by the adwree of: his counsel, shall -have 
hid sere fiecres, or other his best means ef re- 
covery;, wherein: shall be. allowed -no’ protec 
hon, or praymeg. imaid of the kmeg,-unless it be 
for sie-Fahn -Cormwaill, and Eliz. his wife, late 
wife.toJobir Holland, late earl of Huntington; 
and for such persons to whom the king is bound 
by: warranty; and in order to rerder the value, 


4 


t 
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cases, the - prince shall. sue. to the 


of Joan, queen of England, the. king.granted 
that the said queen should enjoy, during her 
lite, in lands and tenements, to the full sum of 
10,000 marks by the year; for and in consi-’ 
deration.of her dower, according. ag other 
queeys of a: 
tion of Edw. duke. of. York, touching 1000l. a 
year, granted by Rd. II. to him, and bis heirs 
ae the king granted to Edy. the said duke 
4001. out of the, customs of Kingston: upon 
Hull, and 2891 Gs. 8d.. out of the customs af 
London, gs 


w the said Joan, during life,, certain, manars 
and hereditaments, there named, to the value. 
of 300. marks over and,above her jointure, for 
the which the said Joan releascd to the said- 
Edm, all hey dower, | 5 ps) 
Sheriff fined for,a false Return. |, The sheriff 
af Rutland having returned one,Wm. Ondeby, 
for knight of the same shire, and nat.Thomas 
de Thorpe, .wha was chosen, he was com- 
manded to amend the same return, by returo- 
mg Thos. Thorpe; and farther was committed 
tu the fleet, and tu fine and ransom at.the 
king’s- pleasure... - ae ee 
Vrivlege-of Purliament.| Tn this parl.. the 
Commons presented .the following: Petition 
to the king relative to their privileges,—See 
Rot. Parl. Vol. IIT... p..5441.—° Itenr prigat 
les communes, q come “ solone: la custume 
de Rojalme,” gieciptose ‘chiyalers, citezeins 
& burgeises, .a yoz paslaments de yre com- 
inandement “ venantz, icoques demurrantz, 
& a jour propres .retournantz,” & “ lour 
hommes « servant, ave eux en le dit parle- 
meat” desuutz vre especiale protection & de- 
fense, ne devyient pur ascun dette, accompt, 
trcspas, ou autrc contract qconque,-cstre ares- 
tuz, OU en agcun manere emprisgnez en lie 
mesne temps; & Ja soit ensy q sovent foitz 
lusours de autielg hommes venantz.a voz, par- 
ementz, & autres,.lour hommes &, servantz 
durant le dit parlement, ant este grestuz par 
ceux q’ ont cu plein conisance q ceux .ensy 
arestuz furent de pdrlement, ou des hommes & 
servantz d'iceux de parlement, come est dit; 


,had done.—Upon the. peti- . 


.cording to that rate. - | 
.: A Parliament called.| In the same year, 
-Rew.-writs were issued out, directed as usual 
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en contempt de vous, grande damage de partie, 


| s we ” . | & retardacidn des besvignes de vos parle- 
Several Anauilies granted.] At the petition: i if 


mentz:” Piéise establier, que si ascun desor¢e | 
en‘avaunt faoe arester ascun tiel homme venant 
al parlemient, came est dit, ou ascun de lour 
hommes &’ servantz en le dit parlement, ove 
eux, demurantz durant lg dit parlement, ou 
ascun chose attempte enconter la custume, face 
fyn ét-ranceon a vous, & rende al partic ereve 
ses damages a treble, Responsio. Y ad suf- 
ficient remede en le cas.’—In this parl. an act 
was passed for laying a penalty on any who 


amakes an assault on any servant belonging to 


a knight of a shire attending the parliament. — 
The Record of a Subsidy burnt by order of 
Parl.| ' It is observable that not one tax or 
subsidy. appears on the Record to have been 
either asked or granted by the king or parl. at 
this session, But Walsingham has assigned a 
reason. for this omission, by telling us, that the 


tecord af the subsidy, which he says was new 


and very pernicious to the country, was or- 
dered to.-be burned by those that granted it. 
This..tax is said, by some, to be 20s. of every 
knight's. fee, and 20d. of every one that 
had 20 pounds lands a year, and 1s. in the 
pound for money or goods, and so upwards ac- 


for a parl. to meet at Coventry, on the 3rd af 
Dec. though there is no account of any ‘pra- 
ceedings at it on recofd. But in the next ycar 
writs were issued for summeéning another eh 
to meet at the same place, dated at Litchfield, 
Aug, 25, and returnable the 6th of Oct. 1405. 
Being all met inthe Great Chamber within 


the priory of Coventry, Hy. Beauturt, then bp. 
:of Lincoln, and lord chanc. the king’s brother, 


in the presence of thethree estates ol the realm, 


declared the cause of the summons, in the usual 
preamble; for holy church, corporations, and 


persons enjoying their liberties; and then gave 
out: this text, Rer vocavit seniores terre, on 


-which he learnedly argued. “ ‘That for the 


safety of the realm, both within and without, 


and particularly for repressing the Welch re- 


bels ; for resisting their enemies in France and 


.Britainy; who. were daily getting reinforce-. 


ments, in order to invade the nation, and 
subyert .the-state; for the due observation af 


.the peace and: adininistration of justice, the 


king had called the wise men of the realm to 
be by them advised for the best. That the last 
parl, had. not provided a sufiicient force for 


subduing the Welch, neither was there a comn- 


petency granted for the performance of such 
great exploits; and -because the French had 
determined to make war upon England, and 


-had then actually invaded Guienne, they could 
not wonder at the sudden. calling of this parl. 


since they ought spcedily to determine tor the 
avoidmg of. these so great mischicfs and imnii-, 
nent dangers.” - He.tlien urged the Commons. 
to chuse. a Speaker, and present him, the next 
day to the king. 

Sir Wim. Sturicy chosen Speaker, and a Subs. 
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wsidy grantel.] This urgent, demand was-as | they sent ‘into the’ field’ theit vassals and te- 
speedily complicd with by the commons; for | nants whenever there was occasion, That the 
the next dav having presented sir Wm, Stur- | stripping the clergy of their estates, would put 
mev tor their Speaker, the ver¢ day after, Oct. | a stop to their prayers, night and day, tor the 


8, they, wih the assent of the lords, granted 
the king two 10ths aud two 15ths, also the 
subsidy on wools, wWool-tells, and skins; that is, 
of every denizen, tor each sack of wool 45s. 4d. 
for every 210 wool-tells the like sum, ‘and for 
every last of skius 51.: of aliens 10s. more, to 
suLsist tur 2 years; 3s. on every tun of wine, 
imporied or exported, and 12d. in the pound 
on merchandize. On condition that the same 
shoud be employed only towards the maintc- 
nuance vi the wars, and defence of the realm; 
and the lord kurnival, and sir John Pelham, 
knights, were appomted treasurers of war, who 
were then swurn to execute their offices ac- 
cording to the intention of the grant.—Severa! 
bps. and lords otiered to lend certain sums of 
moncv, in order to gaise forces for rescuing the 
jord of Covtutt, who was then besieged in his 
castle by the Welch rebels; the king appoint- 
ed, by consent of pari, that such loans should 
be repaid out of the first payments of the sub- 
sidy then granted. 

Seceral Grants.) On the 26th of Oct. the 
cominons caine before the king and lords, in 
full parl. and begyed leave to recommend the 

oung lords John and Humphry, two of the 
eee sons, for his advancement of them to 
honourable estates and livings. They also 

rayed the king to remember the duke of 
Forks late servicd in Guienne and elsewhere, 
so as he might be paid the arrears due to him. 
The lke request they made: for the earl of 
Somerset, and sir Tho. Beaufort his brother. 
Lastly, they beseeched the kiny to restore to 
Richard, brother to the duke of York, certain 
jewels, to the value of 40001. which were in 
the hands of king Rd. IL. They hkewise con- 
‘curred in the request above, for the rescue of 
the lord of Coyuilf. Ba 

Motion for applying the Revenues of the 
Church to the Service of the State.| Whenthe 
king first represented to this parl. his great 
wat of an extraordinary aid, the Commons 
“went in a body, and, by their Speaker, ad- 
dres-cd him, remonstrating, “ That without 
burthening his people, he might supply his 
occasions by seizing on the revcnues of the 
clergy.” ‘They set forth, “ That the clergy 
possessed a 3rd part of the riches of the realin, 
and not doing the kiny any personal service, it 
was but just they should contribute out of 
their revenues, towards the pressing necessities 
of the state: that it was evident the nches of 
the ecclesiastics made them negligent in their 
duty, and the lessening of their excessive in- 
comes would be a double advantage both to 
the church acd state.” The abp. of Canter- 
bury being present, thoughtit his duty to speak 
on an occasion where his own and the interest 
of the whole clergy was concerned. He repre- 
sented to the kine, “ That though the cccle- 
siastics served hin not in person, it could not 
be interred that they were unserviccable, since 
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| welfare of the state; and there was no expects 
‘ing God’s protecuon of the kingdom, 1 the 
prayers of the church were so little valued. 
| Upon this, the Speaker of the Commons seem 
'ed to smile, and said openly, “ That he 
'thoneht the prayers of the church a very slen- 
‘der supply.” ‘To which the abp. answered, 
with some emotion, “ That if the prayers of 
‘the church were so slignted, and that other 
| considerations were not capable of suppressing 
I the plots against the clergy, it would be found 
difficult to deprive them of their estates with 
out exposing the khinzdom to great danger ; 
and, so long as he was abp. of Canterbury, he 
would oppose this:injustice to the utmost of 
his power.” Then, suddenly falling on bts 
knees before the kinz, “he strongly pressed 
hiin in point of conscience, and endeavoured 
to make him sensible that, of all the crimes a 
prince could commit, none was so hetnous as 
an invasion of the church’s Caplan _Whe- 
ther Henry was moved with the archbishop’s 
speech, or that he foresaw the strong oppo- 
sition the clerzy would make, he suddenly 
changed his purpose, and told the abp. “ That, 
thouch he blamed not his zeal, he could not 
help saying, that his fears were groundless ; 
for when he mounted the ‘throne, he made 8 
firm resolution to support the church with all 
his power, and hoped by God’s assistance to 


The abp. encouraged by this answer, turned to 
the Coinmons, and spoke to them in a manner 
not very proper to gain their goodwill, telling 
them their demand was built wholly on irrelty 
gion and avarice. ‘ You,” said he, “ and 
such like as you, have advised both our lord 
the king and his predecessors, to confiscate the 
goods and lands of the alien priories and reli- 
vious houses, on pretence he should gain great 
riches by it, as, indced, they were worth many 
thousands. Notwithstanding, it ig most true, 
that the king is not half a mark the richer for 
them all; for you have extorted, or, at least 
becged them outof his hands, and have appro- 
priated the said goods to your own uses. SO 
it may weil be conjectured that your request 
to have our temporalitics, proceeds not so 
much for the king’s profit, as tor your own 60- 
vetousness. For, without doubt, if the king, 
as God forbid, should fulfil your wicked pur- 
pose, he would not be one farthing the ncher 
for it at the year’s end.‘ And, verily,” added 
he, “ I will sooner have my heat cut off, than 
that the church should be deprived of the leat 
right pertaining to it.’ The Commons made 
no reply to this severe reprimand, but when 
they came back to their house, they resolved to 
persist in their petition, and brovght ina bill 
to seize the clergy’s revenues. But there was 
no probability of succeeding in their proyect ; 
the solicitations of the abp. and the rest of the 


| prelates, were 20 prevalent with the lords, that 


leave her in a better state than he found her.” . 


* +@ tt «| 
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they threw out the bill; and so the commons 
were forced to find other means to supply the 
king’s oceasions. ‘Walsingham says, that the 


of other staple commodities of the grant made 
in the 4th of Henry IV. by reason that so 
‘much was mis-entered in the roll. 


knights and burgesses were so ashamed of| A Purliument called.] Qn the 21st Deo. 
themselves,. that they confessed their fault to | writs were issued for a parl. to meet at Coven- 
the abp. and asked his pardon. And that the | try on the 15th of Feb. 1406, but on the 1st of 
clergy granted the king at this time a 10th and‘ Jan. writs were issued for their meeting at 
an half, notwitlistanding that the half of the | Gloucester on the day first appointed :. and on 


last granted 140th was yet unpaid. 
Petitions of the Commons.] In this pari. the 

Commoas petitioned, that all hereditaments, 

liberties, and custums-as pertained to the 


the 9th of Feb. writs were a third time issued 
for their assembling at Westminster on Mon- 
day the 1st of March. Being met at Westmin- 
ster, according to the last prorogation, in the 


crown in the 40th of king Edw. III. and have ' Painted Chamber of the king's palace there, 


been since by any means granted, be resumed 
into the king's hands fox ever; provided that 
all towns shall enjoy their liberties, except also 
the lands of such as were forejudged in the 11th 
of Richard II. and sold away.—P. That all 
tuns and pipes of wines granted to any person 


by the king, or any of his progenitors, be also. 


resumed.—P. That the queen may be endow- 
ed of all such hereditaments as Anne the late 


queen was, in whose hands soever the same he, 


and by what grant soever.—P. That all grants 
ot Edw. [f1. or any of his progenitors, and be- 
fore the said 40th year, may-be confirmed b 


Tho. de Langley, clerk, then lord chanc. open- 
ed the cause of the summons, and after make 
ing the usual declaration about the libertics of 
holy church, &c. be took for his subject these 
words, multarum consilia requiruntur in mage 
nis; nnd said, “ That in the weighty affairs 
relative to the good govt. of the realm, and 
safety of the sulyjccts, which were annoyed by 
the rebellion of the, Welch, and likely to be in- 
vaded by the French and Scots, who ceased 
not to infest Guienne and the marshes of 
Calais; besides the troubles raised by the Irish, 
he had called the same pari. as 2neaning to 


parl—P. That no man be restrained of any | follow the counsel of the wise, ‘saying, fils nil 


warrant granted to build any castle, or caslet, 
or to inclose anypark. Answer. The king will 
execute their requests, as far forth, as by the 
law, and his prerogative he may do, and for 
,that the lands of the crown im the 40th of Edw. 
Nil. were not certainly known: he would ap- 
pot certain commissioners to’ enquire, and 
erecute the same.—’Tis enacted, that procla- 
mation be made, that all such as have any pa- 
tents granted since the 40th of Edw. ILI. of 
eny annual value for life, or years, do, on pain 
of forfeiting the same, bring them in by a day 
there prescribed, to the end that such as de- 
serve the same, may have continuance, and 
the rest revoked.—Upon the petition of Henry 
prince of Wales it was enacted by the lords, 
that the said prince should have due payment 
made of 1000 marks granted to him for the 
keeping of certain men at anns for the defence 
of Wales.—On the last day of this part. the 
Cominons praved, “ That the money borrowed 
for saving of the honour of the lord John, the 
king’s son, anc the estate of the realm, may be 
answered: ‘Uhat the king would consider the 
painful service of the duke of York, whilst he 
was the kine’s licut. of Guienne, and that he 
may be paid what to hirn is due; and also to 
remember sir Tho. Erpingham, sir Tho. Bemp- 
son, John Northbury, and other valiant knights 
and esquires, who adventured themselves with 
the king at his coming into the kingdom, 
Likewise, That no stranger horn be a customer, 
or the like otticer, neither enjoy any benetice 
within the rculm., 
the commons house be collectors of subsidies.” 
The king’s answer to the 4 first was, “ The 
‘king will be advised:” and to the last, “ It 
shall be as in the reign of Edw. III.” Lastly, 
at the request of the commons, the king remit- 
ted 6s. 8d. of every sack of wool, and the like 


And, that no members of 


sine consilio fucias, et tunc post fuctum non 
penitebit ; wherein he purposed to beyin also, 
with the example of Ahashuerus, Qui inter. 
rogavit sapientes, eb illorien cauta faciebat 
consilia. In which consultation, he declared 
to the king, lords and conunons, that if they 
would observe the laws of God, they might 
then assure themselves to find peace at home, 
and victory abroad.” 

Sir J. Tibetot chosen Speaker.| The receiv- 
ers of petitions being appointed, the next day 
the Commons came before the king and lords, 
and presented sir John Tibetot for their Speak- 
er, who -excused himself on account of his 
youth, and other causes; but the king con- 
firmed the election. ‘The very same day the 
commons, with the assent of the bps. and 
lords, granted a subsidy of one 10th and one 
15th, to be levied on the laity for one year; 
and, besides, they gave to the king, im other 
Matters, the same that was granted in the last 

arl. 

: The Speaker proposes several Regulations in 
the Govt.| On the 23rd of March, the Com- 
mons came before the king again, when sir 
John Tibetot, their Speaker, made the com-— 
mon protestation, and required a contirmation 
of all their liberties and privileges, and that 
they might at any time send for any of their 
bills from the lords, for amendment of the 
same; which was granted, ‘The saine day the 
suid Speaker, betore the king, made several 
Memorandums for good government, namely, 
for confirming all their liberties, tor sate kecp- 
ing of the sea, and for providing for the de- 
fence of Guienne, which was im danger to be 
lost. On the 3rd of April, the Speaker re- 
quired of the king, that the following Reguia- 
trons might be entered on yecord, viz. 

“That for the better resisting of the Welch 


. 
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rebels, the prince might reside in Wales,.:and 


‘have suthcient power given him, by commis 


sion, for that purpose.””—“ ‘That no heritages, 
conquered trom the Welch, be given away. tll 


1406.—Act of Settlement repealed, ° [300 
captains beyond the seas be commanded to 
repair speedily to their forts and ports, as the 
earl of Somerset was about to go to Calais; and 
that Rd. Childero, one of the admirals for the 


-one quarter of a year after.” The king an- 
“swered, “ that he would not grant any with- 
out advice.”—““ That. the time for banishing 
all Frenchinen and Bretons out of the realin 
be appointed.” It was answered, “ it shall. 
-with all convenient speed.”—‘S ‘Vhat it would 
-please the king to excuse the commons, in 
‘that it had been reported, they had talked -of 
the king’s person otherwise than beseemed | 
-them, which was untrue.” The king answer- 
-ed, “ he believed the same.” Then a com- 


sea, might.be ordered to go thither; all which 
the king granted. ee 
The Crown entailed by Act of Parliament.} 
This parl. continued situng tll the 7th af June, 
when the famous act was passed for entailing 
the crown of England, with all. the heredita- 
ments and rights whatsoever, on the present 
king, and the heirs male of his-body, lawfully 
begotten. | In like manner, it was entailed on 
the prince of Wales, and, for default of his is- 


mittee of. both houses was appointed, to treat 


‘about the sateguard of the sea, who agreed 
' -wpon the Articles tollowing:. 


*¢T. That the merchants, mariners, and 
owners of English ships, shall find and provide 
sufficient.and able ships for 2000 fighting men, 


-and.. 1000 seamen,.for a year and a half. 


To answer which expence, they shall have at 
lowed, upon account, 12d. in the pound -on 


merchandize, and 3s..5d. upon every, tun of. 


wine; with the fourth of the subsily on wool, 
wool-fclls, and skius, granted in the last parl. ; 
and that the merchants, in levying the -said 
sums, should have warrants under the privy 
seal as oft as there’ was occasion.—II. That 


the merchants shall enjoy all such prizes as 


they shall take, having due consideration for: 


sue, on. the lords.lhomas, John, and Hum- 
phrey successively.’ Cotton remarks, that the 
Conveyance is crossed in the Record; and on 
the margin of it is wrate Vucat; yet this Con- 
veyance, she adds, was- exemplified under the 
great seal at that time. oe fee 

_ Parl. adjourned.| On the 19th of June the 
king again adjourned this parl. to the 15th of 
Oct. following. On which day the parl. being 


-again assembled, .was farther adjourned: for 
four days more, to give time for some: lords 


and commons yet to come .up, And it was 
not ull: Nov: 47th, that sir John Tibetot, 
Speaker of the Commens, came before the 
king, and ‘required a confirmation of his first 
protest, which was granted... And, upon & 


“motion of the said Speaker, the king charged 


both lords and commons, on their allegiance 


the king’s captains when he shall appoint any..|.that they should particularly enquire coucern- 
—iIL. ‘That if the royal navy of the enemy | ing any evil government, and prevent it for the 
shall happen to be at sea, and the king make | tuture.- The same day ‘the Speaker required 


out agamst them, then the merchants afore- 


-said shall have one month’s notice to, provide.. 


-—LV. The merchants atoresaid shall have rea-, 


sonable: warning of any peace or truce to.:be. 
. Made; after which, they shall have. due consi- 


deration for.all their charges——V. That the 
merchants: name two persons,. one: for the 


‘south andthe other for the north,, who, .hy- 


. commission, shall have the same, power -.es 
other admirals have bad on the like occasion. 
VI, The merchants demanded 4000/..-for 


the present; but the answer was, the king 
‘had it net.” _.. - 
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The same day the king, 


of Easter, next ensuing, to be holden atthe 
said place at Westminster; and licenced tha 
lords and commons to: depart, for that tine. 
The day appointed was the 25th of Apvily thut 
year; when, because the abp.. of Canterbury, 
with several other bps. and lords, were not 
yet come, the’ parl, was again adjqurned tox 
four days more. At the meeting, the Speaker 
of the Commons prayed the king, that undcr 
his protection he might be allawed as oreat-a li- 


berty of speech as any of his predecessors ever. 


had, which was granted.. They then requested 
the king to appoint certain persons-by nawe, 
to-be of bis council; and that by authority of 
parl. They required, that, provision should be 
made for the great dearth at Calais; that all 


-by Englishmen only. 


vo "9 ioe 
; for certain weighty. 
. reasgns, as the record expresscth it, adjourned: 


.of the same: parl. the Conveyance or - 
-the said parl.-from that day, unto the quindeno 


line only as aforesaid. Then adds, 


that the castle of Manlion, which was the key 
ef the three kingdoms, and which was kept by 


sir Ch, de. Navasre, a foreigner, might be kept 
“That all fines: and 
ransoms of the Welchmen may‘be employed 


van those wars.. That the prince may be sent 


iato Wales with all specd, considering the re- 
bellion «of the earl.of Northumberland and 
others.. .That-certain castles might be kept a5 
hostages: for.the earl.-of- Douglass ; and that 
the other Scoteh-prisoners should not be slight- 
ly given up, consklering, as they said, that 
they were the flower of all Scotland.” 
». det of Setélement repealed.| In this. session 
Act ol 
Settlement,! mentioned. betore, -was repealed 
and another ‘act. was: made upon It, ahs 
the crawn is entailed upon the king: and ; 
saus,.in general tail,&c, As a matter of oe 
great mement as the Succession to the dae 
of England, settled by act of parl. ought ngt ‘ 
be slightly passed over in. these enquiries, “if 
hall present the reAder with: an. Abstrad’ : 
the Statute itself, as it is published in the © ; 
lection of public acts, translated -from the 44 
tin; together with the Names of the. Bishop*, 
Abbots, and Lords, &c. who signed the $4 
act.- : fF, ae ‘ i ee ; 
“ Henry, by the grace of God, &c.”” It be- 
gins with a recital of.the act made last gesst0 


‘ , ‘ . male 
of parl. for settling the succession -on the 8 
pe ‘i ee «never 


rs 
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theless, because the prelates, lords, clergy, 
and the whole. community of England, const 
dering that the said statute, by excluding the 
female linc, too much contracted the right of 
euccession, which they rather sought to en- 
large; they unanimously petitioned us, with 
more than ordinary zeal, to annul and make 
void the said statute, and to pass ap act for 
settling the right of succession: in Henry, my 
son and heir, and the rest of my sons, and 
their children, lawfully begotten, successive- 
ly. We, therefore, judging the said request 
t2 be consonant to our right, do. anaul 
and make void the said former statute; and 
with the consent, and by the authority of 
the said prelates, lords,. &c. in parliament 
assembled, do ordain, establish, &c.: the said 
Henry, our first-born son, our true, lawful, and 
vadoubted heir, and universal successor, to 
our crowns and kingdoms of England and 
France, and to all.our dominions beyond the 
sen whatsoever; with all their rights, appurte- 
nances, privileges, &c. belonging thereto; and 
after him suecessively, to the heirs of his body, 
lawfully begotten, tor ever.” For failure of 
this, in like manner, the settlement establishes 
ston Thomas, the king's second son, and his 


the hospital of St. 
John of Jerusalem, 
in England. 

Dukes. 
Edmund, d. of York 
John, of Somerset 
Edmund, of Kent. 

Earls. 
Thomas, e. of Arundel 
Richard, of Warwick 
Edward,of Devonshire 
Michael, of Suffolk - 
Rich. of Oxford; and 
Ralph, of Westmorcel. 

Barons. 
Wilham, lord Roos 
Richard, lord Grey 

Codenore. 
Henry, Id. Beaumont. 
Reginald, lord Grey, 
of Ruthyn 
Wilham, lord Ferrers 
Thomas, lord Furmval 
Win. lord Willoughby 
Hugh, lord Burnel 
William, lord Clynton 
Also sir John Tibetot, 


Thomas, lord Morley 
John, lord Darcey 
Joan, bord Lovel 
Barth. |. Bourghchier 
Gilbert, lord Talbot 


~ Wuliam, lord Zouch. . 


Thomas, lord Camois 
Richard, ld. Seymour 
Henry, Id. Fitz-Hueh 
Henry, lord Scroop, 
ot Masham 
John, lord Welles 
John, lord Cobham 
Peter, lord Mauley 
John, lord Latymere 
Edward, lord Charl- 
ton, of Powvs 
Thomas, Id, Dela War 
Thomas, Id. Berkcle 
Ralph, lord Cosmwoll: 
Ralph, lord Greystock 
Wun. lord Bergavenny 
John; lord Touchett 
Robert, lord Ponynces 
Jn. 1. Harrington; and 
Richard, lord Strange. 
knight, Speaker of the. 


heirs, &c. then to John and Humphrey, his 


Srd.and 4th succeeding.” . Provided, that by’ 


tlis statute or ordinance, we intend not to 
change or alter the succession to the rights, 
pussessions, honours,. and customs, with ail 
other appurtenances, belonging to the dutchy 
of Lancaster; but.that the said rights, &c. may 
remain as they. have been accustomed, this or 
any other stutute made in this parl. notwith- 
sanding. In testimony of. which, not only 
our seal, but the seals of all the lords spiritual 
and temporal afvuresaid, for themselves, the 
clergy, and community aforesaid, are put to 


these presents : : 

' - ‘Bishops. The Abbots of 
Thomas, archbishop Westminster — 

-of Canterbury, pri- St. Alban’s 

_taate of England Waltham 
Nichol. bp. of London Peterborough 
Henry, of Winchester St. John, in Colchester 
John, of Ely St. Edmund’s Bury . 
Thomas,of Durham  Abyndon— 
Robert, of Chichester St. Mary’s, York 
Richard, of Salisbury  Croyland 
Guy, of St. David’s | Bardoney 
John, of Coventry and. St. Bennet, of Hulm 

Litchfield | Glastenbury : 

Richard, of Worcester Malmesbury 
Rd. of Bath and Wells Redyng 
Robert, of Hereford Thorney 

Philip, of Lincoln Selby 

Thomas, of Ljandaff; Battel 

and Wm.ofCarlisle Cirencester 


The Guardians of the 
Spiritualities . be- 
longing to the arch- 
bishopric of York, 
and to the hishop- 


ncs of Norwich and . 
Rochester 


Bes we 


St. Peter’s, Glouceste 

Evesham pee @ 

Ramesey 

Hyde,near Winchester 

Winchecusbe -* 

The prior of Coventry; 
and Walter, prior of 


house of Comraons, in this parl. in his own 
and in the name of the whole body, gave his 
asscnt to all the aforesaid articles, Lastly, the 
king, with all the rest, swore to keep all the 
said premisses inviolably. Dated in this pre- 
sent parl, within our palace at Westminster, 
Dec. 2, A. D. 1406, in the 8th year of our 
reign.” - 
_ Vhe Lords Address against the Lollards.|— 
“ At this time,” says sir Robert Cotton, or ra- 
ther his publisher, Mr. Prynne, “ the clergy 
suborned Henry prince of Wales, for and in 
the name of the bps. and lords; and sir John 
Tibetot, the Speaker, for and in the name of 
the commons ; to exhib a leng and bloody 
bill against certain men calied Lollards, namely 
against those that. preached -or taught any 
thing against the temporal livings of the clergy. 
Other points touching: vue ‘I read none; 
only this is to be marked for their better expe- 
dition in this exploit, they joined prophecies 
touching the uing’s estate, and such as whis- 
ered and bruited that king Richard was still 
iving; all which they inserted, to the end that 
by such subtilty they might better gain their 
ends against’ the poor Loliards atoresatd: 
Wherein, note a most unlawful aud monstrous 
tyranny; for the.request of tie said bill was, 
that every officer, or other minister whatsog¢cr, 
mivht enquire aiter, or apprehend such Lol- 
Jards, without any other commission, and that 
no sanctuary should protect them.”—But it will 
not be amiss to present the reader with an ab- 
stract of this bill, which Mr.: Fuller, in his 
Church Historv, Book IV. p. 162, says, he 
carefully took from the Records in the tower. 
“ To our most redoubted and gracious sove- 
reign, the king: Your humble son, fe -y 
prince of Wales, and the lords spiritual and 
temporal in this present parl. humbly shew, 
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That the church of England hath been, and 
now is, endowed with ‘l’emporal Possessions, 
by the gifts and grants, as well of your royal 
penis: as by the ancestors of the said 
ords temporal, to’ maintain diviiie service, 
kecy hospitality, &c. to tne honour of God, 
and the soul’s health of your progenitors, and 
the said lords temporal.—Yet, now of late, 
some, at the instigation of the enemy, aguinst 
the aforesaid church and prelates, have, as 
_ well in public sermons, as in conventicles and 
secret places calléd schools, stirred and moved 
the people of your kingdom to take away the 
said temporal possessions from the said pre- 
lates, with which they are as rightly endowed, 
as it hath been, or might be, best advised or 
imagined by the laws and custoins of your 
‘kingdom; and of which they are as surely pos- 
sessed, as the lords temporal are of their inhe- 
Fitunces.—Wheretore, in case that this evil 

urpose be not resisted by your roval majesty, 
Ht 1s very likely, that in process of time they 
will also excite the people of your kingdom for 
to take away from the sid fords temporal their 
possessions and heritages, so to make them 
common to the open coinmotion of your pee- 
ple.—There be also others who publish, and 
cause to be published, evilly and falscly, among 
the people of your kingdom, That Richard, late 
king of England (who is gone to God, and on 
whose soul God through his grace have mercy), 
is stull alive. And some have writ aiid pub- 
lished divers false pretended prophecies to the 
people ; disturbing them who would, to their 
power, live peaceably, serve God, aud faith- 
fully submit and obey you their lege lord.— 
Wherefore, may it please your roval maj. in 
maintenance of the honour of God,. conser- 
vation of the laws of holy church, as also in 
preservation of you, hay chhildren, and the 
lords aforesaid, and forthe quiet of all your 
kingdom, to ordain by a statute in the present 
pari. by the assent of the lords aforesaid, and 
the commons of your kingdom, That in case 
any man or womun, of what estate or condi- 


tion they be, preach, publish, or maintain, 


hold, use, or exercise, any schools; if any 
sect or doctrine hereafter against the Catho- 
lic fuith, either preach, publish; maintain,‘ or 
write a schedule, whereby the people may be 


moved to take away the temporal possessions’ 


of the aforesaid prelates; or preach and pub- 
lish, That Richard late king, who is dead, 
should still be in full life; or that the * fool in 
Scotland,’ is that king Richard who is dead ; 
ox that publish or write any pretended pro- 
phecies to the comimotion of your people; 
- That they, and every of them, be taken, and 
put in prison, without being delivered in bail, 
ur otherwise, except by good and sufficient 
mmniuprize, to be taken before the chancellor of 
Fngland,&c.” , 

Articles for the Regulation of the Govt. pre 
sented by the Speaker, and sworn to by the 
Je g's Council.| The Speaker of the House 
ot Commons ¢aine again beture the king and 
lords, and required, i the nue of that body, 


that all the lords of council might be sworn to 
observe certain Articles, which they had drawn 
up, for the better Regulation of the public af- 
fairs of the kingdom. The abp. of Canterbury, 
for himself and others, refused to swear to 
them, but oficred to do what they could to- 
wards their observance. Upon this the king 
charged the said abp. with the rest, on their al- 
legiance, to take the oatb, which accordingly 
they did; and further, the king caused all the 
officers of his household, and of all his courts of 
justice, to be sworn to fuliil the said oath. The 
articles were these -— 
«¢ [. That worthy counscllors and officers 
be appointed, and not to be removed without 
good proof of their il management.—lII. That 
no due grants be stayed at the great or privy 
seal.—II[. That none about the king’s person . 
do pursue any suit or quarrel, by any other 
means than by order of the cuinmon law.— 
IV. ‘That no othcer be gaat by any me- 
diation contrary to the laws.—V. ‘That order 
be taken for the governauce of the ay 
house, chamber, and wardrobe.—VI. ‘That the 
revenues and profits of the crown and realm 
be employed towards the charges next afore- 
said.—VII[. That no person, under a penalty, 
do receive, or take by wav of gift, any of the 
ofits aforesaid. —VIIL. That two certain days 
in the wetk be appointed for all guitors to ex- 
hibit their petitions to the king: and that 
some persons may be also appointed to receive 
and sive unswers to the sume.—IX. That no 
man whatsoever do prefer anv bill or suit to 
the king on any other davs.—X. That nose ot 
the council hold pleas of any matter deter 
minable at common law.g—XI. That all ste 
tutes touching buyers and purveyors may be 
executed.—XII. That no. one of the king's 
council shall give encouragement to any suitor 
before determination had in full council. 
XIII. That ne matters of council may be dis- 
patched, but by full assent, unless the same 
require great haste; in which cases, word shall 
be sent to such counsellors as are absent, to 
the end that their advice. may he known.—~ 
The XIV. XV. XVI. XVUL. XVI. and XIX. 
articles ordain, ‘That none of the king’s higher 
ofliccrs, or other under officers, or cleyks of any 
of his courts, ar.of his household, shall cake any 
but their accustomed fees, or appoint any mb 
nister under thei to do the suine.—XX. That 
the queen do pay for her journey to the king's 
houses, as, queen Philippa lately did.—-XXI. 
That none of the officers of the murshalseas of 
the kine’s house, or clerk of the market, do 
hold any plea otherwise than in the tme 
Edw. 1.—XXIT. That all the sheriis, before 
the election of kiights of the shire, shall by 
open proclamation in their several countes, 
give 15 days respite to the time and place-— 
XXIII. That all the king's great officers of 
every court, and of his houschold, shall maio- 
tuin the cominon laws.—XXIV. That all. fo- 
reigners who are not denizens do make fincs, 
by aday, with the kiag.—-XXV. That the stew- 
ard of the king’s house, with the treasurer, have 


~ 
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full power to discharge the serjcants, and other 
oiicers, for their misdeineanors.—X XVI. That 
the suid officers, and chamberlain of the house- 
hold, do execute their trusts according to the 
statutes of the king’s house.--X XVI. That no 
judictal othcer, or other minister within the 
kiug’s house, or.in any of his courts, enjoy any 
of the said offices, but at will—XXVOL That 
all the chief officers of the king’s house and 
courts do inake yearly strict enquiries of all 
misdemeanors and misprisious done under 
them, and make report thereot tu the king’s 
council.—XXIX, That the array of the special 
assize challenged, be tricd at large, as in gene- 
ral assizes; and that the sheritf do take no- 
thing tor any pannel between party and party. 
—Lastly, ‘That all'the articles aforesaid shall 
only continue to the end of the neat parl.” 

Whoever considers well the foregoing Arti- 
cles, delivered by the Speaker, will tind that 
there is scarce a trifling one amonsst them; 

which evidently shews, that the commons of 
England were neither fools nor knavcs in those 
days. Nor was the king less obliging and coi- 
descending on his part, tian the commons had 
been resolute and presumptive on theirs; not 
only suffering the said articles, which struck 
suhcicatly at his prerogative, to pass into a 
law, though but a temporary one; but also 
compelling the abp. with the rest of the coun- 
ml, &c. to swear to the observance of them. 
Which also-demonstrates, that whatever indi- 
rect steps Flenry took to acquire the diadem, 
he was resolved to keep it; and isa strong in- 
stance, that the best laws for the subject, have 
been often gained under the weakest titles of 
our kings. 

Act relating to County Elections.) In this 
parl, the king gave his assent to an act for 
securing the treedom of clections, ‘Lhis act is 
suil cxtunt in our statute-books; by which it 
was enacted, “ that at the ucxt connty-court, 
atter the delivery of the writ of parl. all there 
present, as well suitors summoned for the same 
cause, as others, shall attend to the election of 
the knights for the parl. and in the full county 
they shall proceed to election trecly and indif- 
ferently, notwitnstanding any request or com- 
mandmnent .to ‘the contrary. And after they 
are chosen, their naines shall be written in an 
Indenture, under the seals of all those that did 
chuse them, and tacked to the writ of parl.; 
which indenture shall be holden for the sheriff's. 
return of the said writ.”—Tlicre are many Pe- 
huons, Answers, &c. in Cotton’s Abridement 
of gle procecdings of this parl. which, because 
they relate to lesser affairs, or private pruper- 
tv,are here omitted. It is observable, how- 
ever, how anxicus the Commons were that all 
these matters should be carefully recorded ; tor 
at their own request it was enacted, that cer- 
tain members of their house should be present 
at the eugmssing the roll of this parl. 

Grants made bg the King to Sir John Tibetot 
the Speaker.) The king, to shew his gcnero- 
sity and gratitude to sir John Tibetot, the 
young Speaker of ‘the house of commons, 

OL. 1. aa 


granted to him, in fee, all the lands and here- 
ditaments of Nd. ap Grithth ap Voethus; in 
the counties of Carmarthen and Cardigan, and 
elsewhere m the principality of South Wales, 
toricited to the king by his being an adherent 
to Owen Glendour, rebel and trattor; and al+o 
the ottice of keeper of the forests of Way- 
bridge and Sapley, in the county of Huntung- 
ton, without any tee or vul-payment. And 
turther, the gouds and chattels of Peter Pris- 
wick, carpenter, a felon, amounting to 150/, 
{Ie was atterwards made earl of Worcester. 
Mr. Prynne makes an observation at the end 
of this session of parl. to this purpose: that 
the Commons’ young Speakesaook more vpn 
lim, and spoke more boldly and fervently to 
the king and lords, than any Speaker hud done 
betore him, -Which innovation beginning to 
grow in fashion, the king and lords thought 
proper, in a succeeding part. to put a check 
upon, as a novelty incogsistent with the king’s 
prerogative, That the Speakers attcrwards be- 
came more modest, and did not sdy any thing 
that was displeasing to the king; or, if they ca- 
sually did, to pray that it might be imputcd 
only to their ignorance, ant not unto the 
commons.” It is-further remarkable, that this , 
is the longest parl. we have yet inet with; for 
though it is not expressly said when it was dis- 
solved, yet we may well suppose, by the three 
prorogations, that it contyiued near a year; 
which was an innovation in the ancient consti- 
tution taken notice of by several historians as 
a great blot in this reign. Hollingshead in 
particular says, that “ the long continuance of 
this parl. was a great Joss and damage tu the 
commonalty; for the expences of their repre- 
sentatives was almost equal in value to the 
sum demanded that was tor the subsidy.” 

A Part. called.) On the 2uth of Oct. 1407, 
another parl. met, by smhmons, at Gloucester 
but, upon calling over the house of commons, 
several defaulters being found, it was put off 
for 4 days longer. On that day, the abp. of 
Canterbury, Arundel, still lord chance. cpened 
the session with a speech, and took thi test 
for Ins subject, regem honorificate; in which he 
endeavoured to prove, “ that for 3 especial 
causes the king ought to be honoured. 1st, 
for that the king, by maintaining the lItberty 
of holy church, honoured God, and theretore 
ought himself to be honoured; 2nd, for his 
great care towards his subjects, as well in thé 
observation of the laws, as in his defence of 
them against forcign enemies; and, 3rdiy, be- 
cause that, ever since his coronation, he had 
shewn favour and pardon to all that asked 
them; and added that, as in necessity, every 
member of man’s body would seck comfort 
from the head, as the chick: so he applied it 
to the honouring of the king, who was the head 
of the constitution. He desired the house of 
commons to choose 2 Speaker that afternoon, ‘ 
and present him the next day to the king; 
and, lastly, he required them ail to consider on 
proper means to end the rebeliiun in Wales; 
to tae care for the safe guurding of the sea ; 
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for defending of Guienne, Calais, and Ireland, ' Kinz.] Itappcars, by the Record, that the 


and the northern marches, and how by thci#: lords and cummons did not 


aid the saine might be best accomplished.” 

Sir J. Chaucer chosen Speaker] The chan- 
écllor having finished his harangue, the recciv- 
ers and triers of petitions were constituted ; 
and the next day the cummons preseuted sir 
Thomas Chaucer for their Speaker; who, af- 


i 


ter cxeuse tor himself and confirmation, made | 


the common protestation, which was granted. 
On the 9th of Nov. the coimmons came again 
before the king, where the said Speaker re- 
pested his former protestation, and began to 
rehearse the grant of the last subsidies, and the 


ee so well as 
turinerly, in this parl. fora difference that hap- 
pened between the two houses about granting 
the subsidy, gave rise to the following ordi- 
nince, viz. “ That in all future parliaments, 
in the absence of the king, it should be lawtul 
as well to the Jords by themselves, as tu the 
commons by themselves, to debate of idl mat+ 
ters relating to the realm, and of the nicans tu 
redress thems; without disclosing the same to 
the king betore a determination inade thereot, 


and that ta be done only by the mouth of the 


oaths of the losds and others for the € spost- | 


tion of the same. 
rupted hua, and said, that nu accuunts were 
yet made for the disbursements of the same to 


the commons; and that the lords, havi lit- 


ale thanks for the last, would by no incans 
take the like oath again; which the king, at 
his request, excused them from. Then the 
said Speaker made great complaints against 
purveyors; to which the steward and treasurer 
of the king’s house answered, “ that the same 
should be rencdied.” 

Nov. 14, upon the coming of the commons 
before the king and lords, the Speaker told 


them of the great disadvantage the nation sut= 


fered by not guarding the sea; and that those 
who had lands on the marches of Wales never 
dwelled thereon; of which he desired that due 
consideration might be taken, which was pro- 
mised: and that certain lords, by name, might 
be uppointed to confer with, the commons on 
these and other matters, But, at the request 
of the merchants, made last parl. the king 
granted to Wm. Childero, late admiral of the 
suuth and west seas, the allowance of 2608l. 
which was due to hin, and that he be dis 
charged of all accounts. 

Nov. 2ist; which was the last day of this 
ake the Speaker desired the king to give pub- 
ic thanks to the prince of Wales, tor his great 


But the chancellor iuater- | 


| 
\ 


‘ 
‘ 


Speaker, Which ordinance was made, becuse 
part of the aforesaid displeasure arouse on acs 
count of the lords making the king, several 
tines, privy to their debates on the subsidy, 
and brought messages from him; which the 
commons suid was absolutely agsunst their 
hberties.” 


Ao Parliament called. Another parl. was 


called to meet at Westminster, on the 18th of 


(Jin. 1410, but they did not sit to do business 


— 


till 9 days after. When the bp. of Winches- 
ter, the king’s brother, there being then no 
chance. declared the cause of the summons to 
he for the preservation of the church's liber- 
ties, Mc. and then took for his subject, Deceé 
nos ouplere omnem Justitiam, on which he dis- 
canted to this purport: — ‘That this park. wih 
stinmoned for two exascs; the ist for the in- 
ward governonce of the realm, as iu the due 


 abservanee of the laws; the 2nd for outward 


| 


eovernance, as in a proper defence against 3 
foreign enemy 5 and in this be touched upon 
the duke of Burgundy, then governor of 
France, who he said meant to besiege Calis, 
with a great army, and then to conquer this 
kingdom.”—Ile told them, “ That there were 
two kinds of govt. the jus regiminis, and jué 
subjecltionis ; allowing the first to be better, 
according to the answer of Aristotle to king 
Alexander, who, beng asked in what manner 
the said king might strongest fortify the walls of 


fatigue and good conduct in Wales; for which | a new fortress, or frontier town, which he had 
both the king and the prince returned back | built, auswered, that the strongest walls were 
theircompliments to the commons. After which | the hearty good-will of his subjects, and obe- 


the prince, kneeling before the king, cleared the 
duke of York from disloyal reports spread 
against him, and in open parl. averred lam to 
be a true and loyal kmght. At the same time, 
the Speaker moved the king to advance lus 
sons the lords Thomas, John, and Humphrey, 
tu suinc honourable titles aud fortunes. 

A Subsidy granted.] The lords and com- 
mons on the same day granted to the king 
ene 10th and a half; with the like subsidy for 
staple and other merchandizes, as was granted 
in the last parl. for 2 years. And, in cunsi- 
derauon of the subsidies aforesaid, the king 
promised, that for 2 years next ensuing, he 
would require no other subsidics or charge on 
his subjects ; and, for more assurance thereof, 
desired that this might pass into an act, and 
that every member inight have a copy of it. 

adn Order to prevent the Lords fram covuni- 
micating the Cominons private D butes to the 


‘ 


! 


| 


dience to the laws.”—He said, “ ‘That all true 
subjects owe to their sovereign three chiet 
points, viz. honour and obedience, reverence 
and benevolence, and liearty assistance. And 
because the present necessity required ready 
Assistance, and speedy dispatch, the king had 
called this assembly for a full consultations 
which he wished might redound to the glory ut 
Cod, the honour of the king, and the satéry © 
the whole realm. For which good end he 
willed the commons te go to an election of 
their Speaker, and present him the next day 
to the king.” . | 
Sir T. Chaucer chosen Speaker. | On the 
28th of Jan. the Commons presented sir Tho. 
Chaucer agaia tor their Speaker, who, mthing 
the common protestation, the king, by his own 
taunth, allowed of it; but added, & That since 
now the lords and commons were come to an 
arrceuzcut, he expected thut they, the cue 
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sis no unbecoming words, or! Clerzy. Wickliff’s doctrine had gained so 
ung that was not consistent with | much ground, that the majority of the house 


decency.”—Feb. the 7th, at the request of the | of commons were then in that way of think- 


commons the assizes were prorugucd, by the 
king, during the sitting of parl. But nothing 
more is said of their pruccedings till the 15th of 
March, which, being at that time in Paln- 
Sunday week, at the desire of the commons, 
the purl. was adjourned to the 7th of April, 
At that day, being reassembled, the kiug grant- 
ed that certaim of the most learned bps, and 
worthy lords, should be assigned tu be of his 
council; and that they and all the judges 
should be sworn tu give guod counsel and up- 
nght judgment. 

Acts pussed for the Security of the K dase 
Jt was enacted, thatall suchas had castles an 
towns in the marshes of Scotland, should fur- 
nish them with necessaries, und keep guard 
there in proper person, ‘The same order was 
tken for the castles and towns in Wales. 
Also that the revenues of the kine’s dominions 
beyond sea should for 3 years be employed on 
the soldiers there; and that no ofticer there, 
who is immediately accountable to the king, 
shall enjoy the same during life.—It was 
also enacted, that three parts of the subsidy on 
wools shall be employed upon the defcuce of 
Calais, the custle there, the new towcr on 
Rochbank, and on the marshes of Calais, and 
for the payment of certain debts there, . That 
such subsidies ys should be granted this part. 
should be employed according to the grant, 
and not otherwise. And, on a remonstrance 
from the commons, the king ordered that all 
forcigners who are come inta the replin, except 
merchants, shall make pratestation to live and 
die in the king's quarrel; shall serve in the 
wars if they are able; and shall not be lodyed 
but in Enclishmen's houses. Also, that none 
of them shall be brokers, and that no broker 
shall be a merchant to his ewn use, 

Respect paid by Parl, to the P. of Wales.} On 
the 2d of May, upon the earnest request of 
tne commons, such lords as were before ap- 
Pointed to be of the king's council, were again 
declared ; all of whom, with the judees, were 
then sworn to do justice ; except the prince of 
Wales, who, “ tor his worthiness,” was ex- 
cused that ceremony, 

Phe Conunons rence their Project for re- 
ducing the Revenues of the Elergy.] In this 
prrliament there was some relaxation de- 
inunded of the late severe act against Lol- 
lards and Heretics: for now it was requested 


iw the commons, “ That all spch persons as | 


shonid be arrested by force of the statute, 
made aguinst Lollardy in the 2nd year of this 
reign, may be bailed and treely purge them- 
slyvex of it; that they be arrested by no others 
than the sheritts, or such like officers; and that 
no havock be made of their goods.” Answer. 
* ‘bhe king will be advised.4—Thus far the Re- 
cord. But Rapin relates, that on passing the 


$ 
' 


| 


| 


ing ; and, thus biassed, thes presented two peti- 
tions to the king, one against the Clergy, and 
the other in favour of the Lollards. In the 
first they set forth, ‘ That the Clergy made ay 
ill use of their riches, and consumed their in- 
comes in a very different manner from the in- - 
tent of the donors, That their revenues were 
excessive, and consequently it was necessary 
to lessen them. That so many estates might 
easily be taken from them as would serve ta 
provide for 150 earls, at the rate of 3000 
marks, yearly, cach; 1500 barons at 100 
marks exch; 6200 kmghts at 40 marks; and 
100 hospitals, at as many marks yearly, for 
exch hospital. That, by these means, the 
kingdoim’s safety would be better provided for, 
the poor better maintained, and the clergy 
morte attached to their duty.” This is Rapin's 
account of the contents of this bill; but cold 
so learned and judiciuus an author ever sup- 
ose that such a number of earls, barons, and 
seine were likely to be supported at sucha 
calculation ; provided that the commons wera 
willing to raise so many new lords and masters 
amongst them? Dis inarginal note refers us 
to Walsinghiun for his authority ; but, untor- 
tunately for him, that very authority contra- 
dicts it. Walsingham's acccount of the con- 
tents of the bill, which the commons now ex- 
hibited against the clergy, Is this, “ That the 
temporalities, disordinately wasted by men 
of the church, might well suffice to find the 
king with 14 earls, 1500 knights, 6200 esquires, 
and 100 almhouses, for the relief of poor peo- 
ple, more than there wore then in England. 
That every earl should have, of yearly rent, 
83000 marks; every knight 1G0 marks, and + 
plough Iunds; every esquire 40 marks and 3 
plough lands ; and every almshouse 100 marks; 
ind be overlooked by two true secular priests 
toecach house. And, over and above all these, 
the king might put yearly, into his own coffers, 
20,0001. Provided also, that every township 
should) maintain their own poor, that could 
not lnbour; on condition, that if uny was over 
burthened with them, then the said townships 
to be rcheved by the alms-houses aforesaid. 
And, tor to bear tho charces of all these 
things, the commons affirmed, in their bill, 
that the remporatitnes, then in the oe 
of spiritual men, anwunted to 322,000 inarks, 
yearly rent.* - Phe commons also alledved, , 
“ That over and above the said suin of 
322,000 marks, several houses of religion in 
England possessed ag many temporalities us 
might sujiice to find 15,000 priests; every 
priest to be allowed, for his stipend, 7 marks 
a year.” This is a genuine account of this. 
extraordinary attack on the clergy: in. those 
days; the bill was brought inta the house by 
sir John Oldcastle, lord Cobham; which drew 


act for regulnting Flections, the commons were; upon him the hatred of that vast body of 


granted an aid, 


encouraged, betore they 


to, men, and terminated ad lest in his own de- 


few Uheig former instances ia regard to the | structign, 
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‘The second Petition is mentioned in the 
Record, wherein the commons prayed that the 
statute passed aginst the Lollards, im the 2d 
vear of this reign, might be repealed; or, at 
Jea-t, qualited with some restrictions, Adr. 

tapin here again makes this rellection on 
these two petitions; “ That af the purl. which 


first moved the lessening the Clergy’s Revenues , 


was cailed the unlearned, it may well be sup- 
posed that this met with no better treatinent. 
‘The name of lollard and heretic was’ plent- 
tuliy bestowed; and the clergy considered 
these petiuens as tending to undermine all 
religion, ‘This was industriously insinuated to 
the king, with all the aggravation which parties 
concerned are capable of displaying on such 
an occasion. It is hard to know, whether the 
king bnaselt was of this mind; but, however, 
he openly declared, that he had the interest 
of the church no less at heart than the clergy 
thenselves. And, being now very easy froin 
lio enemies, both at home and abroad, he 
hind no niund to provoke so great and danger- 
ous a body against him.” For this reason he 
rebuked the commons very sharply, and said, 
‘That he neither could nor would consent to 
their peduons, and expressly forbad them to 
meddic any more with the Church's concerns. 
As jor the Lollards, he added, that far from 
permiting the siatute against them to be re- 
pealed, he wished it more rigorous, for the 
utter extitpation of heresy out of the land.” 
The commons being again defeated in their 
sexpectations in these higher matters, con- 
tented themselves with petitioning, that clerks 
when convicted, micht be put into the king’s 
prisons, or those of the temporal lords; al- 
lodging, for reason, that clerks by those means 
frequently escaped the punishment they de- 
served. This poit had been often attempted 
by the laity against the clergy; particularty, 
as hi:h as the reign of Henry IT. when that 
prince, and all the peers of the realm, main- 
tamed Uns point so stoutly against abp. Becket 
and pope Alexander Lil. But Henry, fearing 
to be exposed to the same troubles his prede- 
cessor had been, retused, also, to give his 
assent to this bill; and, to shew the commons 


how far he was from giving any countenance 


to these proceedings, he signed a warrant for 
the burning of one Tho. Badby, who had been 
betore convicted of heresy —The Commons 
considered this exccuuon as an insult,- and 
grout uggravation of the kiny’s other refusals ; 
and uccordingiv, when Henry demanded a 
pewer to levy every year a certain subsidy, 
which was a 10th from the clergy, and a 15th 
from the laity, without a mecting ofa pari. this 
demand was boldly rejected. The commons 
would have even refused the supply tor his 
necessary occasions, if be had not forced 
them to it, by prolonging the session ull he 
got his desire. 
Petitionof Rd. de eee A matter of 
morc private concern came also befe.e this 
parl. which since it bears respect to an ancient 
and noble faimily, which we shall he cafter 
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have repeated occasions to mention, we cannot, 
omit Cotton’s account of it. The Petition of 

Rd. de Hastings, sheweth, that Ralph de 

Hastings, his brother, who was attatnted and, 

beheaded for high treascn, in the Gth ‘year of’ 
the king, died without issue; and prayeth to 

be restored as well to his blood, as to all such 
lands as the said Ralph had at the time of his. 
death, without any turther suit. Whieh peti- 

tion, by the asscut of the whole parl. was 

granted. 

A Subsidy granted.] On the 9th of May, 
and the last of this parl. the Speaker of the 
commons required the certam knowledge of 
the counsellors names; whereupon two of 
them were changed, Shey thea, with the 
assent of the bps. and lerds, granted the king 
the like subsidy as in the 9th of this reign, so 
as express mention should be made in the 
grant, ‘that it was provided of their own 
vood wills;’ whereof they gave 20,000 marks 
to the king, to dispase of at his pleasure. 
After which the Speaker recommended to the 
king the persons of the queen, the prince, the 
lords Thoinas, John, and Tumphrey, the. 
king’s sons, and prayed their advancement; 
for which the king thanked them, and pro- 
mised satisfaction in this matter at a proper 
opportunity. 

A Parl, called.) Another parl. assembled 
at Westminster, on the 2d of Nov. 1411. At 
which time, the commons being called over, 
as usual, sir Vho. Beaufort, another half- 
brother of the king's, then chancellor, by 
virtue of letters patent there rcad and en- 
rolled, began, proregued, and continued the 
said parl. tor a week longer. At which time. 
the said chancellor, by the king's command, 
in his presence, and in the presence of all the 
lords and commons, declared, “ That this parl. 

ras called for 3 causes: for the good govt. of 
the realin, due exceution of the laws, and the 
defence of the kingdoin, with the safe keeping 
of the seas.” Froin these he argued, “ That 
to the good governance of the realm belonged 
faithful council without flattery, and due obe- 
dience without grudging. To the due exccu- 
tion of the laws did appertain sincere keeping 
of the same, and speedy redress for fear of 
abuse. To the defence of the realm there 
needed their-hearty willing relief to the king 
in his distress, with discreet and speedy pro- 
vision; for all which causes they were then 
assembled.” He added, “ That it was the 
king’s pleasure the church, with all corpora- 
tions and persons, should enjoy their. wonted 
libertics; and, for expediting these matters he 
desired the commons to chuse a Speaker, and 
present him the next dav.” 

Sir 7. Chaucer chosen Speaker] Accord~ 
invly, the commons presented sir Thos, Chaucer 
ouce inore their Speaker; whose excuse not 
being allowed, he prayed that he might speak 
under the usual protestation. Tt was granted that 
he might speak as others before had done ; but 
that “ the king would have no novelties intro- 
duced, and would enjoy his prerogative.” Upon 
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this, the Speaker desired a respite for 3 days 


to give his answer in writing, which was, “ That_ 


he desired no other protestatiun than what 
other Speakers had made; and, that it’ he 
should speak any thing to the kiny’s displea- 
gure, it nught be imputed to his own ignorance 
only, and not to the body of the commous;” 
which the king granted. 

A Supply granted.| Then the commons, by 
assent of the bps. and lords, granted to the 
king the saine subsidy, as to tonnage and pound- 
we, as in the two last parlininents; so also 
iat it might be cxpressed to proceed “ froin 
their own good-will, and not of duty.” They 
also granted, that every person possessed of 
201. by the year, above all charges, shall pay 
bs. 8d. except lands purchased in Mortmain 
beture the 20th of Edw. I, and lands purchased 
it Frank Almwuigne since the said 20th year. 
This is the first tax upon land .that we have 
yet met with. . 

Act for regulating the Cuin.] It was enact- 
ed, “ That the mint-master within the tower 
oi London, and other minters within the king’s 
grant, may coin of every pound of gold of the 
tower weizht 50 nobles ; and of the saine weight 
of silver GOs. sterling, during two years; pro- 
vided that the said gold and silver be of good 
allay as the old coin was.”—About this ume 
the current coin of the nation was much de- 
based hy foreiyn money being added to it; 
whereupon a law-was made this pari. for pro- 
hibiting a certain bad coin, called Galley Halt- 
pence, to pass current, as also all forcign mo- 


terrupted by the said chancellor, their liberties . 
should be seized into the king's hands, unril 

the suid abp. was restored to bis-rizht. And. 
further, for every tine of such interruption, the 

chancellor, or other othcer of the university, 

snould be bound to pay to the king 10001— 

All these articles and orders, at the request of 
the said abp. were contiried by the whole as- 

sentof purl. On all wluch sir Rk. Cotton makes 

this remark, * That hence it most manitestly- 
appears, that even m those days the preroga- 

tives of our princes were noting subject to 

the pupe’s supremacy. For, otherwise, this- 
abp. the pope’s adopted and foster-son, would 

not have so slighted the pope’s bulls, which he. 
plainly téok for here bells and baubles.” 

On the 20th of Dec. which was the last day 
of this parl. che lords and commons, by their 
joint Petition, seemed to lament that a report 
was spread, that the king was oltended with. 
some in both houses, tor mutters done in last 
parl.; and thev desired that the king would 
embrace and esteem them as his loyal subjects; 
which request he, out of mere grace, granted, 
Then the Speaker again recommended to the 
king the persons of the queen, the prince, and 
the rest of the king’s sous, praying the ad- 
vancement of their estates; for which his may: 
returned them his hearty thanks. And atter 
the more private peunons of the. commons: 
were answered, the chancellor, by the knie’s 
command, gave thanks to the three estates of 
the realm, and dissolved this parliament 

Act against Riots.]| We must not omit te! 


ney, as well of Scotland as other nations. Da-| mention that a statute was passed in this part. 


niel writes, that though the king had no tax 
granted this parl..(we suppose he means no 
10ths nor 15ths)-yet he so well managed the 
business of the comage, that he raised as good 
atund by it.. For partly by seizing the for- 
feted money, and partly. by coining new no- 
bles, which he made a groat, lighter than the 
old, he much enriched his own treasury. 

Lhe Abp.. of Canterbury's Power of visiting 
the University confirmed by Parl.| A church 
aliair of some consequence came betore this 
parl.; Thomas, of Canterbury, by a long in- 
strument, in Latin, showed, that in the time 
of Rd. HI. the university of Oxtord had pur- 
chased a Bull to be clearly exempt from the 
visitation of the said abp. to the end that they 
might better support hereticks and lollards ; 
and that the said king Rd. took order that they 
should still be subject to the said abp.’s visita- 
tion, noiwithstahding the said.bull. Yet, he 
added, that in this king’s time he had been 
disturbed in his visitation aforesaid by Richard 
Courtney, the chancellor, Bennct Brett, and 
John Birch, the proctors of the said university ; 
and that by their submission to the king’s or- 
der, it was by him, in chancery, decreed, that 
the whole university aforesaid, and all orders, 
persons, and faculties in the same, should be 
fully subject to the visitation of the said abp. 
and his successors, and to his and their officers. 
And that as often as the said abp. or his suc- 
fessors, or his or their olflicers, should be in- 


against Riots and other Public Assemblies, 

whereby it was enacted, “ That all justices of 
peace should have a very strict eye upon the 

subject to prevent all riotous meetings, arid: 
sheriffs to be as watchful to suppress them; 

which, if they neglected, they should each of 
them forfeit 100!. for every such offence-.- 
However, we find in the Public Acts a general 
pardon, or act of grace, not mentioned by the. 
Abridver of theRecords,whichimust have passed. 
in this session of parl. though at is dated Der. 

22, or two- days after the dissolution of it. 

The king’s writ or proclamation of the act, was 
,sent to all the sheriffs in England; and there’ 
are hut two exceptions, viz. Owen Glendour 
and Thos. de Trumpyngton, with their adhe- 

rents, included. This seems to be a very sea- 

sonable Act of Grace, heth for the king and’ 
his subjects; since, as-he shewed mercy to 

them, he had the better title to expect it him- 
sell, from the king of kings, before whom he 
was shortly to appear, For very soon after 

Henry wag seized with a distemper, which, in 

three months time, brought him to his end; 

dving March the. 20th, 1413, m_ the 46th year 
of his age, and the 13th of his reign. 

Luces in the Reign of Henry IV. 

Tn his 1st year there was granted to him 50s. 
on every sack of wool from denizens; and 4 
pounds froin aliens for 3 years: also a itl 
and a 15th—In his 2nd year, a subsidy was: 
grauted of one 10th, and oue 15th, @s. on 
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every tun of wine, and &d. in the pound on | city of London. 16. That Londoners be free 
snerchiandize.—Iin his 4th vcar there was grant- | of packing of cloths, 17. Aliens victuallers 
edto the king, the usual subsidy on wools, I shall be free to buy and sell, 18. Fouchiug 
wool-tells and skins, for 3 years; also 3s. on | process against such of the county of Chester, 
every tun of wine, and 12d. in the pound on | which commit felony in onother shire. 19, 
mevchandize, besides a 10th and a 14th.— | Touching the duty upon cloths. 20. The kong’s 
In his 5th year there was a tax of 20s, on every | pardon. 
koight’s fee, and 20d. of every one that had 2 Hen, IV.—1. Confirmation of Statutes 
20 pounds lands # year, and. 1s, in the pound | and Libertics. 2. Anexposinon of the statute 
for money or goods, and so upwards according | of 1 Hen. LV. cap. 6. conecrning gifts and 
to that rate. But the record of this subsidy | vrants to be made by the king. 3. Aguiust 
was burnt by order of the parl. that granted it. | provisions made by the court of Rome. 4. Pro- 
—In bis 6th year he had two 10ths and two | hibiting religious persons to purchase bulls from 
A5ths, also the subsidy on wools, wool-fells, | Rome. 4. Against the carnage of money out 
and skins; that is, of every denizen, fer each | of the realm. 6. Flemish and Scottish money 
sack of wool 433. 4d, for every 240 wool-tells | shall be turned into bullion. 7. Touchuf non. 
the like sum, and for every last of skins 5; suits atief verdict against the plainutt. 8. The 
pounds : of aliens 10s. more, to subsist for two | fee of the cyrographor of the common pleas 
years; 3s. on every tun of wine, imported or {fora fine levied, 9. For discharge of cotu- 
exported, and 12d. in the pound on merchan- | inissions awarded in the time of king Richard, 
disce.—ln his 7th year, there was granted a | 10. For fees of the clerk of the crown of the 
subsidy of one 10th, and one 15th, besides the | kine’s bench, 11, Touching the jurisdiction 
usual grant upon wools.—In his 9th year, he | of the admiral court. 12. Welchmen shall not 
had one 10th.and a halt, with the same subsidy | purchase lands, nor bear ofhce. 13. The pw- 
as in the last parl. tur 2 years.—In his 11th | don made the 21st of king Rich. confirmed. 
yeur, the same tax was granted; and, in his | 14. For purveyors. 15. The orthodoxy of the 
13th year, it was again repeated, with the ad- | faith of the church of England asserted, and 
dition of Gs. 8d. upon every owner of lands of | provision made aguinst the oppugners of the 
20]. a year clear estate. same; with the punishment of heretics. 16. 
Brice of: Provisions in the Reign of Henry IV". | For the punishment of thefts and other disor- 
In 1101, wheat very dear, at 16s, the quar- | ders of Welshinen, 17. For the present exe- 
ter.—In 1407, a cow was sold tor 7s, and her | cution of Welshmen committing felonies in 
calf tor 1s, 8d. Five bushels and a half of salt | England. 18. For keeping guards m the cas- 
for 3s. 43d. Two bushels of wheat for 10d. | tles in Wales, 19, Touching Engh-hmen con- 
A tbresher for a day’s labour 2d. An ox sold | vict by Wel-hmen in Wales. 20. That Welsh- 
for 13s. 4d. A new plough 10d. For 11 | men shall not purchase lands in England. 21. 
bushels of sowing wheat 5,;. 10!d. For 18 | Touching hiverics. 22. ‘Touching suits cou- 
bushels of sowing oats 4s. 6d. For a dung- | trary to the statute 11th Rich. HU. 23. For 
cart and all materials 1s. 2d. For a puir of | the fees of the marshal of the marshalsey of 
cart-wheels 3s. 2d. See Fabian’s Chronicle. | the king’s house. @4. For discharge of pro- 
Kennett’s Parochial Antiq. Fleetwood's Chro- | cess made aguinst them that were in the king's 


Bicon Pretiosuin. wages with the duke of York, 23 Rich. I. 
Acts passed in the Reign of Henry IV. 4 Hen. 1V.—Confinn:ation of the Liberties 


1 Hen..1V.—1. Confirmation of all Charters, | of the Church, and of Cities, Boroughs, and 
and of all Liberties of the Church, and Sta- | Towns franchised, of the Great Charter, and 
tutes heretofore made and not repealed. 2. | the Charter of the Forest. 2. ‘The words insé- 
For the safeguard of them which came in with | diafores viarum et depopulatores agrorum, shall 
king Hen. LV. 3. Repeal of the Parliament | not be putin any indictments, &c. 3. ‘Touch- 
in the 21st year of king Rich. If. 4. Contir- | ing clerks convict. 4. The king shall not grant 
mation of the Parliament holden in the 11th | revenues of the crown without deliberation. 
vear of king Rich. If. 5. For restitution of | 5. That the sheriffs be resident within their 
those which were attainted in the 21st vear of | bailiwicks. 6. For scaling of cloths. 7. Touch- 
Rich. Il. 6. Touching letters patents to be | ing actions against the takers of the profits of 
mpade by the hing. 7. Touching liverics. 8. | lands. 8. In what cases a special assize is 
For rehet of them that he put out ot their | maintainable against a desseisor with force. 
lands by suggestion made to the kine. 9.Con- | 9, For discharge of commissioners distrained 
firmation of sales of forfeitures made by great | to return commissions. 10. For voiuing of 
ofticers of king Rich. OH. 10. Touching of- | haltpence and farthings. 11. Fo? granting 
fences made treason in the 21st year of king | commissions for pulling down wears and kid- 
Ruch. If. 11. How far sheriffs shall be charg- | dels. 12. In appropriation of churches there 
ed with the ancient ferms of the county. 12. | shall be provision made for the poor of the 
Confirmation of divers statutes, made for pul- | parish, and the vicar. 13. Confirmation ot 
ling down of wears. 13. Customers, coutrol- | the statutes, 1 E. LI. c. 5. and 25 E. lll. c. &. 
lers, searchers, &c. shall abide in their oftices | touching service in war. 14. For retaining 
during the king’s pleasure. 14. Touching the | labourers. 15. That merchants aliens bestow 
determination of appeals. 15. For redress of | the money which they receive within the 
errors and misprisiguy im government in the | realnt, upon merchandizes of the realm, 1 
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Azainst carriage of money or plate out of the | 
realm. 17. lufints nut to be received into 
the order of friars, without tie consent of their 
purents. 18. For punishment of aa attorney | 
touad an default. 19. No officer of a lord of | 
a franchise shall be an atreorucy in the same. 
20. For customers and cuimptrollers to be re- 
sideut upon their otiices. 21. For the othce 
ot searchers, and that they execute their 
aces iw person, 22. For remcdy of iacun- 
tan putout by the hing’s presentces, 23. 
Agalust cxatuination of judgments given in the 
king’s courts, 24. Touching Aulnaye of cloths. | 
05. Touching hostellers and victuallers, 26. 
That Euglishimcn be not convict by Welsh- | 
men, Nor inarry with Welsh women. 37. There j 
sall be no wasters, vagaubonds, xc. in Wales. 


96. Against congrecations of Welshmen. 29. 
Against bearmg armour in Wales. — 30. 


Agaiust sending armour or victuals into Wales. 
31. That Welshmen have not the kcepmg of 
ayy fortresses or castles in Wales. 32. Welsh- 
men shall not bear certam ofhces in Wales. 
33. Castles and walled towns in’ Wales shall 
te kept by Englishmen. 34. Englishmen mar- 
ned ty Welsh women shall bear no ofice in 
Wales, 35. Concerning tanners and shue- 
Iakers. 

5 Hen. IV.—1. For the forfeitures of the 
lads of sir Henry and sit Thos. Picrcie, and 
other traitors, 2. Touching charters of par- 
don to be granted tu approvers. 3. For watch 
to be kept upon the sea coasts. 4. Mulupli- 
canon ot gold or silver made felony. 5. Cut- 
ting out of tongues, and putting out the eyes 
ufthe king's subjects, made felony. 6. The 


penalty for making assault upon any servant of | 


aknightin park 7. For the well intreatmng 


of merchant strangers. 8. In what cases the | the knights of parl. 
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making of arrow-heads. 8. Against pardous 
tu benetices full of an incumbeut. 9. Cloths 
and merchandizes may be suld im gross, us 
well to any of the king’s subjects, us to the 
citizens of London. 10. For the incasure of 
woollen cloths, 11. Commissioners shall be 
discharged by their’ oaths from certifying of 
commisstons. 12. For the fortcicure of the 
lands of John earl of Salisbury and sir Tho. 
Blunt, and others, attainted of treason, 13. 
Linpotent persons, that be outlawed, may make 
attornics. 14. Concerning livery and ret:un- 
ers. 15. The manner of the election of knights 
of shires for the parl. 16. ‘Touching payment 
of annuitics granted to the king's servants. 
17. For taking of apprentices. 18. Au in- 
demnity fur the suppressing the late riots. 

9 Hen, 4.—1. Contirmanon of Liberties and 
Statutes nut repealed. 2. ‘Touching the seal- 
ing of Kendal cloth, 3. Touching telumics in’ 
South Wales. 4. ‘Touching discliumer in telo- 
nics in Wales. 5. Remedy where lords of 
ancient demesnes, or mayor or bailiffs of Li- 
berties, be naincd disseisers, to take away their 
franchise. 6. Kepeal of a statute mude 
7 Hen. IV. c. 10. touching the length and 
breadth of cloths, 7. Guods shall be charge- 
able fur the payment of the quintzine, where 
they were at the tune whea the same was 
vranted. 8. For free elections, and agaiust 
transportation of money. 9. Tlecttuns to 
spiritual promotions shall be free, und not in- 
terrupted by the pope or the king. 10. A 
pardon granted by the king to all that have 
purchased provisigus or transitions to arch- 


11 Hen, [V.—1. The penalty on a sheriff 
for making an untrue return ot the election of 
2, No coininon§ hostler 


defendant inay be allowed to wage his law, or | shall be custumer, comptroller, or searcher, 


pleud to au inquest. 9. For keeping of gold 
and silver within the realm. 10, That justices 
othe peace imprisop men in the common 
gaols only. 
mers of alien lands, although the lands be 
aucd in the king’s bands. 12. Execution 
nay be awarded upon a statute merchant, 
alter it is once shewed in court. 15. What 
Hhnags may be gilded. 14. For inrolling of 
writs, Whereupon fines are levied. 15. The 
hing's parduo. ; 

6 Hen. IV.—1. Touching first fruits of bi- 
shoprichs. 2, Touching Ictters pateuts to be 
made ta the queen and the King’s sous. 3. 
Commissions shall be sent to maguire of the 
accompts of sheritis and other otlicers. 4. 
Touclung the seiling merchandizes by mer- 
chants aliens. 

7 Ilen. [V.—1. Confinnation of Liberties 
and Statutes not repeuled. 2. For establish- 
ing the inhentance ot the crown, 3. ‘The. 
rolls of estreats shall be made certum. 4. A- 
yainst gaulers suffering prisoners to escape. 
3. For the forfeiture of the lands of the carl 
of Northumberland and the lord Bardolfe, at- 
tainted of treason. 6, Against purchasing bulls 
to be discharged of tithes. 7. Vor the truce 


(3. Touching amendment of records after judg- 


| 


11. For paving of uthes by far- 


4. Avainst labourers using unlawtyd 
5. For the abololung of galley halt- 


ment. 
Caines. J. 
pence. 6. Touching dic Aulnage of clouss. 
7. Merchant strangers shall pay custom for 
cloths cut in sinall pieces, 8. Touching ex- 
chances of money by merchants. 9. Against 
takduyg inquests not returned by the sheriit. 

13 Hien. (1V.—1. Conunnnation of Libeetics 
and Statutes uet repealed. 2. Touching yns- 
stices of ussise und paol-delivery. 3. Cone 
tirmation of statutes nade against liveries and 
retaincrs, 4. Confirmation of statutes touciie 
ing auluage and measuring of cloths. 5. Cus- 
tomers and other otiicers to be resident upon 
tueir oiices. 6. Abolisiimg of galley hali- 
pence. 7. Justices of the peace and shertls 
tu arrest such as Cumut rots or routs, and tu 
inquire of them and record their ulfences. 

-———i— 
Henry V, 

Ilenry V. began lus reign March 20, 1493, 
the day of his father's death, and was pro- 
claimed on the next, with che usual cereraoe 
nics. We are told by Walsingham, a eoteme 
| porary dustorian, and an ancient wiauusccips 


, 


$19] 


chronicle of this king’s hfe, that the late king | effectually 


had summoned a part. to meet. at Westminster, | 
March the 2-ith this year, which was four days | 
atier he ccd. That being met accordinvly, 
they gave an extraordinary testimony of their 
entire contidence in the new kine, by an ad- 
dress to him from both houses, wherein they! 
offered to swear allegiance to him betore he 
wis crowned, or had taken the customary 
oath to govern according to the laws. The 
king gave them thanks for their good aftec- 
thous s him, and exborted them to employ all 
their power for the goodot the nation, m their 
several places and stations. He told them, 
“That he beean his reign by pardoning all 
that had offended him: and, with a sincere de- 
sizn for his noaniels hanmitess said, that he 
would be crowned on no other condition, than 
to make use of all his Ruthority to promote it. 
and praved to God, that if he foresaw he was 
hke to prove any other than a just and good 
king, he would please to take him immediately 
ont” of the world, rather than seat him on the 
throne, to bea public calamity to his people.” 

4 Parl, culled.] Duedale has given us the 
form of a writ directed to Thomas abp. of 
Canterbury, dated March 22, 1413, tor calling 
ofaparl. The reasons given In the said writ 
of summons were these, “ That the king, by 
the advice of his council, had determined to 
hold a parl. 3 weeks after Faster next follow- 
ing, in order to consult and treat with the bps. 
and other prelates, the lords aud commons, 
concermng the stare and safety of the nation. 
The ubp. was thereture commanded, as he had | 
any regard to the king’s honour, or the ate 
aud defence of the kingdom, tu be present at 
the sessions, and to give notice, to the prior 
and chapter of the church of Canterbury, to 
the archdeacons and ail the clerey of that dive j 
cese, that the prior and archdeacous should 
come in their own persons to pivl. and that the 
chapter should send thither one fit proctor, and | 
the clergy two distinctly appointed, with power 
to consent to what should be enacted by the 
gencral council of the nation.’ 
were directed to other bps. abbots, and priors, 
tou Wim. Gascoign lord chief justice, to Edw. 
de Courtenay earl of Devonshire, and others 
of the nobility. 

Ua the day appointed, May 15, the part. | 
met ut Westminster; when the king, sitting on 
his throne, and the other estates of the realm 
attending, ‘the bp. of Winehester, the king’s 
uncle, and lord chane. made a speech to them, 
wherein he first declared, “ that this part. was 
called, in order that the ‘church, with all eor- 
porations and persons, should enjoy their ac- 
custoined liberties, and also fora general con- 
sultation.” 
his theme was, Ante omne actum consilivn sta- 
bi‘tre: he tuld them, “that the king desired 


to consult with them on several accounts, for | 


the competent support of his royal dignity : | 
the due execution of good laws and govt. of 
the nation: 
@uizg his enemies, And, that they mghe more 


PARL. HISTORY, 1 Wesny V. 1413.—The Wiig pays his Father's Debts. 


| 
| lowed. —Mav 
the king and lords, when their Speaker de- 


| And whereas Henry V. 


The Latin sentence h¢ chose for | 


the encouraving his allies and sub- forced, ] 


[820 


co about these weichty matters, he 
commons to choose their Speaker, 
and present him the next day to the king.” 

W. Sfourton, Esq. chosen Speaker.) Then 
the receivers and triers of petitions were ap- 
pointed ; and the day after, the commons pre- 
scnted William Stourton, esq. who was al- 
29, the commons came before 


row wy 


urged the 


clared to his maj. that in the time of his fa- 
ther, many fair promises were made for the 
observation of the laws, but nothing done in 
them; whereupon he prayed the king for the 
due BxGEAtION ot them; and particularly men- 
tioned alate riot against the alybbot of Cirences- 
ter, which he desired might be punished. The 
Speaser was commanded to exhibit the same 
In writing, that the king might the better con- 
sider of it. —May Q5,. John Dorewood, esq. 
aud others of the Commons, delivered to his 
maj. a scheme tor providing for the defence of 
Ircland, the marshes of Wales, and of Scot- 
land, of Calais, the dutchy of Guienne, for 
sate guarding the seas, for furnishing out a 
fleet, and for raising sufficient forces ‘to repel 
any invasion, 

June 5, the commons again attended the 
king in the house of lords; and their Speaker 
being rendered by sickness unable to serve, 
they presented the said John Dorewvod, who 
had the king’s approbation, 

Lhe Kine pays his Father's’ Dehts.] And 
whereas anmutics were to be paid to several 
persons by letters patent, it was enacted, 
* that the king, for the support of his charges, 
sLowld verrly receive 10,000/, and the remain 
der should be paid according to the rate.” 
had by his last will 

viven all his woods and chattels to discharge 
his debts, and tor the payinent of certam lega- 
COs: and had made Henry abp. of York, Tho. 
| bp. of Durhain, Jobo Pelham, Rob. Waterton, 
wd John Lav enthorp, executors; and had ap- 
pointed the hisg and abp. to be overseers of 
this testament; but the goods falling short, the 


The hike writs abp. of Canterbury, as ordinar Vv, onght to have 


| the administration of the said goods and chat- 
liels; thereture, that they might not be put up 
| ty common sale, the king took possesion of 
i them, and eranted the suin of 25,000 marks, 
the vaine of these goods, to be paid out of the 
; wardrobe in S years to the executors, and dis- 
i charged them of all executions by the same 
will, which should be over and ahove the last- 
mentioned - sunik==The Commons petitioned 
the king, “ that the statute made in the fifth 
vear of Henry [V. for the regulation of Aliens, 
might be observed.” Which the king granted, 
saving his prerogative.—The Commons, with 
the assent of the bishops and lords, granted to 
the King the like subssly on stnple-w are, tun- 
nage, and poundage, for 4 years, as they had 
given to his father in the'13th year of his 
reign. 
Act against Prowxsors from Rome rein- 
{n the 25th year of Edw. III. an act 
‘had been made tor maintaining the right of 


ud 
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the English kings to confer ecclesiastical pre- 
ferments and Leneficces: it was reinforced and 
confirmed afterwards by two others, one made 
in the 13th of Rich. UW. the ether to the same 
efivct in the 2nd of Henry LV. forbidding all 
persons to accept any vacant bivhopriés, or 
other church benefices, trom the popes of 
Rome, or any other than the king, under pe- 
nity of banishment, and toriciture of lands 
and gocds to the crown. And now by this 
par. it was enacted, “ that all these statutes 
made against Provisors from Rome should be 
strictly observed.” | 

Petitions of the Conmons.]) The commons 
presented a large complaint of the many op- 
pressions with which the ordinaries eygricved 
the peuple in the proving of Wiis, and the 
like; and of the abuses they committed by 
punishing Fornication and dultery with pe- 
cuniary penance; and petitioned the king, 
that these grievances might be redressed; 
whose answer was, “ that ke would give or- 
ders to the bps. to rectify them; and if they 
neglected it he would do it himseli.”—They 
likewise petitioned, that costs might be al- 
lowed to the kuights and burgesses stunmoned 
to parl. in the 14th year of Henry LV. toongh 
nothing was done in that session. The king 
replied, ** thatif upon view of the records any 
the hike precedents could be found, allowance 
of their he: should be inade.”"—'They also pe- 
tioned, that the Grounds set out Ly the Per- 
ambulations of Edward Hf. might be entirely 
disforested. .To which the king answered, 
“« that such as had just complamts against the 
charters of the forest should be heard.”"—And 
when the communs farther asked of the king 
adeclaration fur surcharging of sherills, and 
petitioned that they micht be allowed upon 
their ouths an the exchequer; be promiscd, 
“that upon the sheruls coming betore the 
council and the ‘barons of the exchequer, they 
should find remedy.”=-To another petition, 
d.siring that no barec, ship, bout, or other 
vessel, going on any river, be takon for a deo- 
dand, if a person accidentally ling ont of at 
be drowned; the king replied, chat he would 
take advice about it.’—The fixe answer he 
returned to a Petition offured in favour of 
merchants, that they micht freely brmg into 
the nation their goods of Arras, and all other 
merchandive but that of the staple; and pay- 
ing their due customs, might sell the same as 
they pleased to all men, tue Genoa merchants 
excepted. 

Several Acts passed for the hencfit of the Na- 
tion.) In this parl. many laws were cnacted 
to render the nation rich, flounshing, and 
prosperous. Tt was enacted, That all Aliens 
should depart the kingdom; and that all such 
merchauts aliens as remained shonld live in 
English families, on pain of inprisonment at 
the king’s will; also that all.che Livings of 
Priore aliens (hesides some which they ex- 
cepted; shouid be seized for the king’s use."— 
By ancther act it was ordained, “ That every 


Juror in all Incu:sitions should be questioned 


Vor. 1. 


’ 


upon his oath, whether he, or auy other, had 
received any thing for his use, as to the pros 
cess of the business; and that upon conviction 
by his oath he should be tried.”-——An act was 
made about the Election of persons to serve 
in parl.; by which it was appointed, * that 
none should be chosen knights of the shire 
who were not resident in the county on the. 
dav when the writ of stirmmons was dated; 
nor any be chosen burgesses, but such as were 
citizens or townsmen and treemen, dwelling in 
the cities and towns where they were elected.” 
—Another act passed to enforce the observing 
of some former stetutes about the removing or 
straiting wears, mills, stanks, steles, and ky- 
deis, which were a nuisance to the rvers.— 
Austher against the Torgers of inise deeds, 
ordaining, “ That the azgrieved party should 
have his suit, and recover damages; and that 
the person convict shonid make tine and ran- 
som at the king’s pleasure.”—Ry another, pro- 
vision was made against the avuses that arose 
from the continuance of the oflicers of Sheritts, 
such as under-sherilfs, clerks, receivers, and 
hailifts, in their 
from their interchangeable removal out of one 
office to another. 
Phat those who should be Builitis or Sherits 
for one vear should bear no such oftice for 
years following, excepting baililis of sheritts, 
which are inherite in their ofiice ; and that no 
under-sheriff, sheritt’s clerk, receiver, or bail}, 
should be atturncy in any of the king’s courts 
during their being in any such office.”—~By an- 
other act it was ordained, “ ‘Phat in every 
original Writ of Actions personal, appeals, and 
indictments, additions should be made of the 


ete from:year to year, or 


It was enacted therefore, 


o 


ov 


estate, or degree, or mystery of the persons, 
and of the countics and towns where they 
dwelt.”-——-And whereas the friends and kindred 
of those rebels that were slain in the late co1- 


motions in Wales, in the foriner reign, cudea- 


youred to revenge their blood by quarrels and 
insults on the king’s faithful subjects, by indict- 
ments, or Wmpeacnaments, OF threatenings ot 
veneeance, i was therefore ordained by an- 
other statute, “ That no such quarrel, actioa, 
or demand he made, on penalty of payuiy to 
the injured person treble damages, and ut twa 
years imprisomment atter the convicuon.”—- 
There were complaints also of neglect in exe- 
cuting the law made in the 15th Rich. Il. tor- 
hidding any Alen Frenchman to have or en- 


joy any benefice within this nation, and re- 


quiring their departure ont of the nation by a 
certain tine limited: and that when any be- 
nefices became vacant by the departure or 
death of the priors, aliens, or others, kuglish- 
men should ke put in, The commons repre- 
sented, “ that contrary to this act, Ahen 
Frenchmen did purchase the kine’s letters pa- 
tents to be denizens, that they might enjoy the 
benefices which they did accordingly possess, 
to the great damage of the kingdom, ty carry~ 
ing away its treasure, and Letraving the king's 
counseis to his enemies.” The king cersider- 
ing these mischiels, passed an act to enjoin the 
y 


strict observance and execution of the former; 
alsu fur clearing the nation of these ‘Priors 
Alicus, those who were conventual, and those 
who Lad institution and induction, only «x- 
cepted, on condition that they be catholic, and 
find surety nut to disclose the counsels and se- 
crets of the realm.—Great disturbances were 
produced by the coming over into Englacd of 
considerable numbers of Irishmen, and beg- 
ging priests, who were called Chamber-Dea- 
cons: therctore, for the establishincnt cf the 
quiet here, and to re-people that forsaken 
kingdom, it was ordered by parl. “ thit they 
should depart before the 1st of Nov. on for- 
feiture of their goods, and imprisonment at 
the king’s pleasure.” — There was another 
complaint exhibited, “ that whereas all the 
revenues, profits, fishiug customs of the town 
nud marches of Calas had been appointed by 
Edw. Uf. and Rich. IL. to be levied by the 
treasurer of Calais, to satisfy the charges ne- 
cessary for its defence, these revenues had 
been diverted from their intended use in the 
foriner reign, and bestowed by letters patents 
on several captains and other persons.” An 
act was passed to revoke all these patents and 
grants, and to appropriate the revenucs and 
protits of that town to their first purpose. 

Lie Chrgy stir up the King to prosecute sir 
J. Gidcastie as a Lavourer of the Lollards.| 
Whilst the parl. sdt at Westminster, the con- 
vocation of the Clergy, according to the usual 
custom of those times, was asscinbled at st. 
Paul’s, Thos, Arundel, abp. of Canterbury, 
being sensible how zealous the king was for 
the church, thought this the fittest opportumty 
to rout vut those herctical doctrines, which had 
jong been a gricvous thorn in the sides of the 
clergy. He hoped that the king’s youth and 
natural courage, concurring with his religious 
inclination, would more earnestly engage him 
in a work, by which he night merit, at once, 
both the favour of God and of Ins people. 
By the help of 12 inquisitors, which the pre- 
late had sent out the year before, he had col- 
lected a large bundle of accusations, “which 
were afterwards divested into no less than 246 
Articles, against the principles and doctrines 
of the Lollards. On the canvasmy of these, in 
convocation, it was, at length, decreed, “ That 
it would be impossible to extirpate the doc- 
trines of Wicklitic, unless certain great men, 
who were the protessed abettors and imaintain- 
ers of them, were taken off. That sir John 
Oldcastle, lord Cobham, being the chief of 
them, should be first dealt withal; and that, 
without delay, a process should be issucd out 
avainst him, as a most notorious heretic.” 
And, because the said lord was in great favour 
with the king, fur bis conduct and valour, it 
was thought adviseable to acquaint his maj. 
with their designs, and the just’ occasion of 
them; that, havmy obtaincd lus Icave, their 
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the downfal of these new rcSormers; who, 
being opeuly abetied by some, but secretly by 
miny more, great men, who wanted to be 
sharing the Revenues of the church amongst 
them, were. become exceeding dangerous to 
the clergy. And, in the very first: year, of 
this king an tsurrection of these reformers 
began in and about London, headed by sir 
Johi Oldcastle and others, which might have 
proved of all consequence, had not the king 
himself, hy his vigilanee and conduct, sup- 
pressed it. This unadvised step of the Lol- 
lurds gave the young monarch a warm resent- 
moat against them, and made him judge that 
their principles were equally destructive to 
church and state. 

“A Purl, called.] A parl. was called to meet 
at Leicester on the 30th of April, 1414. The 
first act that we find to be done at it, was a 
very severe statute made against the followers 
of Wickliffe’s doctrme, whereby it was enacted, 
“That whoever read the scriptures in English, 
which was then called * Wicklife’s Learniug,’ 
should forfeit land, cattle, goods and life, and 
be condemned as hereticks to God, cnemies to 
the crown, and traitors to the hinedom; that 
they should not have the bencht of any sanc- 
tuary, though this was a privileve then granted 
to the most notorious ieee: and that if 
they continucd obstinate, or relapsed after 
pardon, they should tirst be hanged for trea- 
son agamst the king, and then burned for 
heresy against God.” 

Another attempt of the Commons against 
the Revenues of the Clergy.] “But, notwith- 
standing this act avainst the Lollards, it was 
in this parl, at Leieester, that the sturin which 
had long been raising against the Clergy, had 
like to have broke out to some purpose; had 
not the wit and policy of Henry Chichely, 
then abp. of Canterbury, who succeeded 
Arundel, averted the danger. ‘The Commons 
had again put the king it mind, of what had 
been desired in parl. 4 years before, relative 
to converting the lands and possessions of the 
Clergy to the service of the state. “ This 
bill,” savs Ifall, ‘* made the tat abbots to 
sweat; the proud priors to frown; the poor 
priors to curse; the silly nuns to weep, and, 
indeed, all her merchants to fear that Babel 
would down.” For, at this very time the 
Clergy were more apprehensive of thar 
danger than ever, since they knew not what 
the active and bold spirit of a young pmnce, 
agitated by counsels which had a natural ten- 
dency to increase his own greatness, might 
produce against them. They once thought of 
fixing the king in their interest, by the volun- 
tary present of a large sum of money; but, 
sume of the wiser bps. considering that  sucli 
ai appearance of bribery would be indecent 
for persons of their character, and expose 
them to the hatred and scorn of the people, 


proceedings might be more successtul, and | this proposal was rejected. 


give less offence. These things being settied 
in convocation, an accident happened, which 
gnve the Clergy a much grenter handi¢ to work 


| 


Ube Clergy promot the King to a War with 
France.] And as it had been concluded, 
the last <ynod at London, that the most elec: 


$25] 


tual course to avert the impending storm, was. 
to find the king some other business to employ 
the vigour of his courage, which might other- 
wise prove dangerous to them; it was there-_ 
fore judged necessary to turn his thoughts to- 
war; and to rouse lis ambition by reminding 
hun . of the cruwn of France, descended to ° 
him from Edw. If. one of his royal progenitors, 
By a representation of the just right the king 
had to that claim, it was hoped his enter- 
pnsing spirit might be stirred up to demand 
the crown of France, as the undoubted hcir, 
and, upon refusal, to attempt the recovery of , 
it by arms. And, to make these counsels ! 
more prevalent, they, also, agreed to muke | 
an offer of a great sum of money to supply 
the necessary expences of the war, Also, to 
give up all the alien priorics in the kingdom, 
to the number of 110, who were possessed of 
lands that would considerably increase the re- 
venues of the crown. 

The Abp. of Canterbury's speech in _fuvour of 
the suid War.) These resolutions were soon 
aiter put in execution; for, we are told, that 
it this very parl. at Leicester, 

The Abp. of, Canterbury rosc up, in the 
house of lords, aud addressed the king in 
words to this purport (a):—“ We all know, 
great sir, with what royal wisdom and care you 
have established the peace and prosperity of 
your people, and we all enjoy the blessings of 
vour excellent govt.: but while your designs 
and actions have been directed to our common 
good, we have not done any thing for the in- 
crease of your empirc; and among all the 
debates in this hun. assembly to make laws 
lor the a of the subjects liberties and 
privileges, we have neglected to consider how 
we may advance the greatness of our king, 
and in him that of our country too. Now, 
since I owe all my fortune to your favour, 
gratitude, as well as the duty of a subject, 
ubliges me to propound what I think ‘may pro- 
mote the honour of so gracious a sovereign, 
and enlarge his power. You administer justice 
to your people with a noble equity, you are 
lustrious in the arts of a peaccful govt.; but 
the glory of a great king consists nut so much 
ina reign of serenity and plenty, in great 
treasures, in magnificent palaces, m populous 
and fair cities, as jn the enlargement of his 
dominions; especially when the assertion of 
lus right calls him out to war, and justice, not 
ambition, authorizes all his conquests. Your 
maj. ought to wear the crown of France by a 
nzht descending to you from Edw. IIT. your 
Ulustrious predecessor. That valiant king 
vpenly challenged his right by ambassadors, 
and when the French endeavoured to elude it 
by a pretendcd Salick law, he bravely at- 
‘cmpted to conquer by arms what he could 


4 
4 


(a) These speeches in parl. arc all printed, 
at length, in Hall’s Chronicle, fol. xxxvi. &c. 
gnd are but modernized by Mr. Goodwin. 
see, also, Hollingshead, p. 545. Biondi, p. 104, 
&c, Speed’s Chron, Pp 626. | 
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not obtain by a just treaty. You have the 
same title to demand that crown, and the 
suinc reasons to make war, upon a rcfusal. 
I doubt not but they will oppose their una- 
inary Salick law in like manner against your 
claim ; but I know very well, that as they 
contradict themselves in assigning the onginal 


of this law, so if it were grantcd that there 


is such a one, yet France is not concerned in 
it. It is in vain to tell us, that it was made hy 
Pharamond the founder of their monarchy, as 
if he could be the founder of a law which had 
no nanic nor being ull abuve 400 years atter 
his death: for then it was that Charles the 
great returning from the conquest of Saxony, 
part of his army passed the Sala, and scated 
themselves between that river and the EIb, 
and from the name of the former were called 
Salique Gauls. This new colony detesting the 
vicious manners of the German women, made 
a law, that none of that sex should inherit 
lands within the bounds of their little vove, 
But what is all this to France? How will the 
French persuade us, that by virtue of this law 
the crown of that kingdom must not descend 
to any daughter of their kings, if they do not 
first prove their country to be situated betyeen 
those two German rivers? but though all were 
true, which they report of this boasted law, 
yet why should they use it as an argument 
against the right of our kings, when they never 
made it any bar in the succession of their own? 
Pepin, who by deposing Childeric HT. mounted 
the throne, was acknowledged the next heir as 
descended from the princess Blithilda, daughs 
ter of Clothair the first; and Hugh Capet, who 
usurped the crown from Charles duke of Los 
rain the next male heir, to give himself the 
colour of a title, asserted that he sprung from 
the princess Lingarda, the daughter of Charle- 
maign. Thus Lewis IX. too, whom they ho- 
nour as a saint, neglecting the precarious title 
of Hugh Capet his grandfather, could sullici- 
ently satisfy his conscience and the nation b 

deriving his right from queen Isabella his 
grandmother, as descended from the princess 
Enmingarde, daughter and heir of Charles duke 
of Lorain, whom Hugh Capct had deprived 
of his kingdom and life. But were it certain 
that this Salick law had from the beginnings of . 
the monarchy been establishcd and inviolably 
observed in France, yet whut obligation can a 
law have, which is contrary to the commands 
of God, and the customs of all other uations, 
and so offends against all the rules of justice 
and reason? God declares, that if a man dice 
without sons, the inheritance should descenth 
to the daughter: and there never was a law 
among any people in the world, which excluded 
the daughters from the rights of children. The. 
French alone violate the statutes of heaven, 
and slight all the laws that are in force on 
earth, that they may devolve the night of their 
crown on whom they please. But it is your 
undoubted right, my sovereign, and all the 
powers of France will be too weak to oppose 
your possession, if you da but resolve to vin- 
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dicate it. Consider therefore the just. title 
M Lieh you have to this creawn, devolved on 
vou by queen Tsabella, your great) grand- 
mather, sister and heir to three successis ¢ 
kings of brance, who -died without children, 
aud take up noble arms tO assert so just a 
eaue! advance your standard into France, 
and with assured hopes of victory march to 
conquer those dominions which are your own 
by inheritance! there is no true Englishman 
but is ready to devote his lite and fortune to 
so glorious a service of his king, Aad in full 
persuasion of the justice of the war, we the 
cieryy have given such a sum of money to 
maintain it, as was never granted to any of 
your predecessors, and will } Join all our pravers 
for the success of your arms.”—When the abp. 
had cnded, 

Nevil eurl of Testmoreland, high-warden 
of the marches toward Scotland, apprehend- 
ing that the country comuutted to his govt. 
would be eaposed to the incursions of that na- 
tion, if the kimg should draw his forces out of 
England tor this expedition, thus spoke to dis- 
suade the war:—“ ‘Though IT treely acknow- 
Icdee myself of the same mind with my lord 
the alyp. as to the glory that will be guimed in 
conquernig France, and the advantages that 
muy arisc from the acquisition of such a flou- 
rishiny kingdom; yet 1 cannot but advise, that 
our arns should be first turned on Scotland, 
that by subdaimg that people to the English 
dommion, the whole island may be brought 
uotder one govt. When all our strength and 
forces sradl be united, when there sha!l be no 
enemies to disiurbk us within the bounds of this 
our neie wold, sepurated trom the other by 
the ocean, tien will be the proper ume to con- 
shier ai forcien ¢ miquests, and how.we may 
extend the #aughsa empire abroad, which, 
White we nre unsecured at home, We cannot at- 
teuipt wih aay reasunatle hopes of success. It 


has thercwre becn the constant practice of 


Wise governments, who have prospered in en- 
larsnig them doimimious, frst to subdue those 
prope which bordered on thei, betore they 
advanced theirarnis against the more remote, 

sy this wetuod were the Assyrian, Persian and 
Grecian iuncnarchies raised to sath heivht of 
pover, toats ereat part of the world was torced 
to bow to them. Thus the Romans establish- 
cd aie r chscie thamany of the furnace; but 
tury wored beve reiled in the attempt, i they 
hat icvaded more distant nations, before they 
hea subdued tue naybbours: bat when by 
cougaerme the Samuttes, the Volse1, the Vide- 
Thebes. vd OoGe? poo pie around thei, they had 
minde tuactiselyes rae tasters of all Ttalv, 
they soon cartind thou vieloriods aritis theoush: 
Mest ports Gi the eth. Bie what need J 
arene from: Gx les? Tt is reason sutheicnt 
aca to a War wid Prance, that whenever to 
Invade that kigecon we shail draw the streaih 
out of our own, the ee our Ancient and in- 
veterate: Vg Urs will bring fire and sword 
Inte the bowels of our Wat, sage: deonntry. ud 
to put this past question, I will oily peel 
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you of the old league between that nation and 
France, by whic h, if either of them are invad- 
ed, they are bound mutually to assist one 
anOleE. We have found them so punctual 
tO) otheir arrcement hitherto, that when- 
ever we have transported onr urmics into 
Fiance, the Scots have entered our country 
with dreadiil devastations, Ii then we must 
have a war with cither of these peple, let it be 
with scotland, where all things promise to us 
an cusier viciory, their bing beiay an hononr- 
able prisoner ia our enurt, and the unseasona- 
ble severity of the duke of Albany, who go- 
verns in his absence e, having thrown that na- 
tion into dismal convulsions. But to invade 
France, what a vast army Is Necessary 5 what 
Immecuse sunis of money to raise and pay the 
soldiers, and what ap. codigi ious fleet to trans 
port them ?—Viie carl Lave ended 

The Duke of Erescr (a), the king’s uncle, 
thus spoke in answer: If I did not know, 
that the most effectual course to destroy any 
mischief, is tw cur of the root which fecds it; 
and if ex: rerience bad not taughe all of us tat 
France } ‘: the spring which has nourished : 
perpetually crowing enmity in the hearts of fig 
Scots auainst us, L should advise that the 
French inight be the last with whom we make 

war. Bat: since they have always been indus- 
trious to render Scotland an irreconcileable 
encniy, and to toment in the minds of that na- 
tion a tierce hatred and desire of revenge ; 
since they have on all occasions stirred thei 
up to invade us, and by their assistance have 
enabled them to do sa; it ts certainly the best 
counsel, that by a vigorous war upon France 
we sliould strike at the head of all these mis- 
chie “fo : foritthat kingdom be conquered, either 
the Scots wil no more be our cuemies, their 
hatred being no donzer kept alive and cherish- 
ed by the old tomenters of it: or if they reruse 
to Incorporate ito one people with us, yet 
destitute of succour from that nation, they 
Must, without any lastiig war, submit to our 
power, How will they be in a condition to 
ticht us, when they shall want arms to put 
Into their soldiers hands, or officers ta lead 
them, all supphes from France be ing cut off 
And whither shall they have recourse for aid, 
when that people is subdued by us? Not to 
Deamark, whose king-is brother-in-law. to 
Ours 5 ine to Portnyal and Castile, for the 
hues of both those nations are ie d to our 
sovereign 3 not to Etaly, at so great a distance ; 
Mot to Germany or Tingary, which are in 
league with us. Let us then “hein the war 
wath France, since we shall conquer two no- 
tions withone victory: aad sinee a rich, trait- 
fland pleasait country will be the reward of 
the conqueror, What though the Scots may 
invade us, when our king with Its army is ab- 
sent? Their incursions surely wall not he so 
dancerous, but that the earl of Westmoreland, 


ray 
o 


(v7) Wollincghead, Biondi, &e. call him soi 
but hewas then only earl of Derect, though 
created duke afterwards. 
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who is warden of the marches, with a few se- 
lect troops, will be able not ouly to make 
head against them, but to vive them a re- 


ulse.”’ 


The duke’s arguments prevailed with the 
king and his brothers, who being all young 
and ardent of glory, were impatient to sigua- 
lize their courage against the old enemies of 
their country : and the same gallant spirit dii- 
fusing it-elf through the minds of the other 
nobles, they all declared fur a War with 
France; which being thus resolved on, the 


parl. was prorogucd. 


d new Parl. culled.| By writs bearing date 
Scpt. 26, a new parl. was summoncd to 
weet at Westminster, Nov. 19, 1414, The fol- 


lowing is a List of the 


Peers swnmoned to this Parliament, 


Tho. d. of Clarcnce, 
and ec. of Albcmarle 

John, d. of Bedford, 
and e. of Kendale 

Humphrey, d. of Glou- 

_cester, and e. of 
Pembroke 

Fdw. duke of York 

Rich. e. of Cambridge 

Edw. Courteney, earl 
of Devonshire 

Tho. carl of Arundel 

. Edmond, e. of March 

Rich. Beauchamp, e. 

of Warwick 

Rich. de Vere, earl of 
Oxtord 

Tho. e. of Salisbu 

John, perenne J 

Tho. earl of Dorset 

Michacl de la fule, 
earl of Sutlolk 

Ralph Nevile, earl of 
Westinorcland 

Edw. Jord Charlton of 
Powis 

William, lord Clinton 

Tho. lord de la War. 

Heory, lord Scrope of 
Masham 

Heary, lord Fitzhugh 


Thoinas, lord Morley 
Hugh, lord Burnel 
Tho. lord Berkley, of 
Berkley 
John, lord Welles 
Ralph, lord Cromwel 
Ralph, lord Greystock 
Thomas, lord Dacre, 
of Gilstand 
Rob. lord Warrington 
Rob. lord Willoughby 
John, lord Lovel, or 
Tichmersh 
Richard, lord Grey, of 
’ Codonore , 
Reginald, lord Grey,of 
Ruthyn 
Peter, lord Mauley 
Wilham, lord Zouch, 
of arriagworth 
Thomas, lord Camois 
Win. lord Botreaux 
John, lord Latiner 
Richard, lord Stranye 
Nobert, lord Povnings 
Gilbert, lord Talbot 
Juhn, lord Clitord 
John, lord Talvut, of 
Furnival 
No lord-warden of the 
cinque-ports in this 


W.1. Ferrers, of Groby Jist P 

On Noy. 19th, the parl. met, and the king 
beng seated on his throne, in the Vainted 
Chainber; by his command, the bp. af Win- 
chester ius uncle, and chancellor of England, 
opened the sessicn by a speech; whercia he 
declared, “ That hes maj. would, that the 
church, with all corporations and persons, 
should enjoy their former hberties. That the 
king not only endeavoured to govern the realin 


wiscly, but he was also strengthening himsel 


to recover his due inheritance, which, though 
belonging to, yet had beena Jong time with- 
held trom his crown; which claim he was re- 
solved to prosecute even unto death. And for 
the attempting such a mivhty exploit, great 
provision was required.” Vien eine for his 
sabject, Dum tempus hubemus operemur borum ; 


he inferred from thence, “ That to every na- 
tural disposition two kinds of times, or seasons, 
were limited; for instance, as to trees, one 
thoe of growing, and another tine of blussom- 
ing and beariag fruit; to man, one time for 
labour, and anotier for rest; to princes, the 
heads of men, atime for peace, and another 
for war, That the king finding his people in 
yreat ease and peace, lad thereture the better 
opportunity to aitack the enemy; to which he 
applied, Dea texnpus, That to such an igh 
and noble enterprize, some things were absu- 
lutely necessary, as good advice, obedience of 
his subjects, and a cheartul reef from them, 
That they ought to grant alarger subsidy, con- 
sidering that their prince add only patron, 
would go in person against the encmy, and 
freely expose fis lire to all the dangers of the 
war; and concluded with desiring the com- 
mons to choose a Speaker, and present him the 
next day to the king.” 

T. Chaucer, Esy. elected Speaker] Ac- 
cordingly, the commons elected Thomas Chau- 
cer, esq. to he their Speaker, and presented 
him im the usual form. ‘Vhey then proceeded 
to consider of the Supplies, aud by the assent 
of the bps. and lurds graatcd to the king two 
whole 10ths, and two whole 15ths to be levied 
on the laity. It was enacted likewise, “ That 
the king by lis council, should have power to 
make urdinances concerning the Coin, which 
should continue ull the nest parl.” 

Henry Percy restored to his Litle and Estate.] 
Henry Percy, grandson of the late earl of 
Sin nauberand: and son to Henry Hotspur, 
slain at the battle of Shrewsbury, being now 
of age, and a prisoner in Scotland, presented 
his declaration to the parl. in which be shewed 
that the king had restored him to the honour 
which his father had forteited by his rebellion,, 
and had made hin earl of Northumberland : 
he therefore required a general restitution to it 
in blood, and that he might be restored to all 
the hereditaments which were intailed, with 
free cntry in all of them, reserving to the bun 
the Inuds of tee-simple. The king granted all 
to hun, on condition that before his entry into 
any of the said lands, he should, by matter of 
record in Ghancery, prove the lands intailed : 
and his maj. appuiated sir Robest Umfrevile 
to treat with the Scots about Perey’s delivery, 
who, by the earl of Northumberland lis grand 
father, had been lett with them as an hostiuge, 
‘fe contrmed also to Joho duke of Bedrord, 
and to his heirs mate, the casue, earldom, ho- 
nour, and seigniory of Ricawund, which Ralph 
earl of Westinorcland held during his lite. 

Lhe French War prosecuted with great vt- 
cour.) The king had bccn suticiently moved 
with the reasous given in the parl. at Leicester 
for making his claim to the crown of France, 
and his preat courage aud spirit now spurred 
him onto attempt the conquest of that kinz- 
dom, if his demands were hot accepted. The 
Subsidies graated by the clergy angi laity, to 
enable the king to begin this gicat emterprise, 
amounted, un the whole, to avery la ge sum; 


, 
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and, if we may believe an old historian, to no 
less than $00,000 imaras sterling. By which 
Meaus preat levies ol mea were made, success- 
faliv, in all parts of the kinedom.— But, to 
guia a more specious pretence tor war, it was 
Necessary frst to oficr peace; though upen 
such terms as Henry inew well enouch would 
not be accepted. ‘There had been soine tine 
before a treaty of marrage set on toot between 
this young monarch and the princess of France, 
who is said to have becn a paragon of beanty ; 
but now FHeory much enlarged his demands 
with the princess; and by his ambassadors to 
the court of France, insisted on a restitution 
of ail those proviaces, which his predeccssors 
had ever enjoyed in that kinedom, However 
desirous the French court was of an alliance 
with Lugland, aud iurrying their princess toa 
young and potent king, vet the restoring these 
provinces, was a very disagreea: le article, and 
could never be reconciled to their politics. 
Accordiigly, all treaties of peace were broken 
ot upon at, and the king of Enelund made 
michty preparations, both by sca and land, to 
invade brance, and assert his right to that 
kingdom by the ratio ultima regum—TVo 
Goodwin, the particular writer of this king’s 
hte, and to the more general historians, we 
must refer for a description of the glorious ex- 
ploits performed by this magnauinous hero in 
brance. 

A Parl. calied.} After Henry's return to 
Envland, and his triumphant entry into bis 
capital of London, he presently called a pari. 
the writs tor which were dated Jan. ist, 
1415, and returnable the 16th of March follow- 
ing. On which day the parl. met at West- 
minster, when the king sitting in his royal 
throne, in the Painted Chamber of the palace, 
commanded the bp. of Winchester, still lord 
chance. to open the cause of the summons ; 
who, in the presence of the three estates of the 
realm, first made the usual declaration, that it 
was the king’s royal will and pleasure that the 
church and all other persons and corporations 
should enjoy their liberties, and then took for 
his text, Vobis Viam, &c.—In discoursing on 
which he endeavoured to demonstrate, “ ‘That 
@ thing well begun and continued with dili- 
gence, must have a prosperous event, accord- 
ing to the saying,  Dunidiun facti, qui beae 
cepit habet.” This he applied to the king’s 
successes, who had made so glorious a begin- 
ning, by invading France to recover his night, 
and an inheritance derived from his ancestors; 
who had pursued his gallant enterprize in a 
contimued course of victory, by the conquest of 
Harflenr, and the defeat of the French, ina 
general Battle at Agincourt. ‘That it being 
only peculiar to divine wisdom to foresee the 
end and event of all things, he entirely refurred 
that to God; with great hope of suecess from 
so prosperous a beginning. Which, that the 
king might be enabled to obtain, he had called 
this parl. tor their gqod counsel and assistance.” 

Sir W. Beauchamp chosen Speaker.] ‘Yhe 
Coiminons, reqring to their house, chuse sir 
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Walter Beatichamp, knight, for their Speaker 5 
who being allowed, they next, with the assent 


of the bps. and fords, appomted that the 10ths 


and 15ths granted Jast parl, showd be paid 
sooner than was ordered. By the same au- 
thority, it was enact d, “ That, considcring the 
damnable schism between the two popes at 
Rome, all bps. elect, and other persons, should 
be confinucd by their own Metropolitans, 
upon the king’s writ, without farther excuse or 
delay.” 

On the 8th of April, the king prorogued the 
parl. to Monday im the third week after 
Easter; when being again assembled, the 
chance. told them the reason of the said ad- 


journment, was not only on occasion of the 


devout time, but that an honourable peace 
had been offered by the French, and that the 
emperor Sigismund was the mediator in it; Ia 
which the commons were desired to give their 
advice. But, though this is here mentioned in 
the Records, they give us no farther account 
about it. 

Petitions of the Commons.] The following 
are the most remarkable Petitions in this parl, 
—P. That all sheriis, for the tees of knight 
coming to the parl. might enter into all liber- 
ties, cxeept the demesnes of all lords, and such 
towns as Jind buryesses. A. The statute made 
12th Rd. Hl. should be kept.—P. That all 
sheriff’ micht be discharged m the exchequer 
upon their oaths. A. The king will be ad-— 
vised.—P, That all owners of ships, during the 
time of their being in the king’s service, might 
have 3s. 4d. in the tun above the ordinary 
freight. A. The king would do according to 
reason.—P. That all men might go to the 
parts of Iceland to fish frecly, as they used to 
do. A. The king will take advice.—P, That 
al the ordinaries through the kingdom might, 
by an assicned day, enquire, and certify in to 
chancery, the foundations of hospitals, with all 
circumstances, that redress might be made in 
this business, A. The statute made at Leices: 
ter, 2d Hen. V. shall be observed.—P. That 
the king’s purveyors do tuke 8 bushels of corn 
only to the qr. striked; and that they take up 
no provision in the market, without the goody 
will of the party, and ready pay. <A. The 
statutes made for that purpose shall be kept.— 
P. That some remedy might be found for the 
relicf of the poor clerzy, much wasted, because 
the universities swarmed with new lcarning, by 
reason of the statute of provisurs, which caused 
the old faith to be neglected. A. At the king's 
motion, the bps. promiscd to provide a reme- 
dy for this business.—P. That the penalty of 
suffering any prisoner to escape, who was guilty 
of counterfeiting, washing, or clippmg moncy, 
might be 100]. A. The penalty shall be arbi, 
trary as before.—P. That all writs of subpana, 
and ceries de causis, going out of the chancery 
and exchequer, might be controlled, and not 
yranted in matters determinable at the com- 
non law, on penalty of the plaintiffs paying 
40]. by way of debt to the deleudant. AL The 
kiny will be advised. | 
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Acts pussed.]} It was also enacted in this 
par. © That whereas several Bretons were 
come into the kingdom, either as spies, or to 


carry inoney and jewels out of the nation, all of 


them not naturalized, were, by act of pari. re- 
qurcd tu go out of the land, before June 2-4 
tisiaig, Upon capital penalty.”’—And whereas 
provisions of benetices from the pope had been 
made use of, to exclude troin the suid benetices 
the Incumbents, who by the gift of the patron 
had long eojoved them; it was therefore or- 
dained by another act, “ That no Incumbents 
should be molested under pretence of any such 
provisions of the pope; that whoever disquict- 
ed them, should incur the penalties contained 
in the Statuies uf Provisors bch named; ail 
that they shuuld be prosecuted by process of 
préemunive facius tormed against them; and 
that the person who sued them should 
recover treble damages.”—Another act pas- 
sed, tu muke clipping, washing, and filing 
wf Money, treason: and whereas, (by rea- 
son that it belonged only to the king’s jus- 
tees before himself, or by special conimis- 
sun assitned, to judge and punch this crime) 
twas su boldiy aad generally practised, that 
the destruction of all the Com was unavoid- 
able, if hasty execution and remedy were not 
provided: it was therefore enacted in another 
aiute, “ That the justices assigned tu take 
asizes, In all the counties of England, should 
have power, by the king’s commissions, to hear 
and determnine in their sessions, all such cases 
concerning the debasing or falsifying the Coin 
uf the nauion.”—And whereas, contrary to the 
custom im the days of Edw. TUL when no more 
than half'a crown, ora crown at the must, 
Was paid for proving a will, the ordinaries did 
how take 40 or 50s. It was theretore or- 
daned by another act, “ that no ordinary 
should take above that old customary rate 
forthe prubate of any testament, upon penalty 
of forfeiting to the averieved person treble the 
sum so received.” ‘Lhis stutute was to stand 
ii torce only to the end of the following ycar. 
These acts betng passed, and Henry, the grand 
son of Henry Percy, earl of Northumberland, 
who had so long becn an exile in Scotland, 
and who, in the parl. held at Westminster, in 
tie 2nd year of this king’s reign, had been re- 
stored to his honours and dands, having now, 
1 the house of lords, done homage to the king, 
sitting in his chair of state, this session ended. 
aA Parl. called.| Next year great prepara- 
uons being made on both sides to carry on the 
war with vigour, Henry found himself oblized 
to call a purl. in order to raise Supplies for 
that purpose; and writs were scnt out, dated 
at Sandwich, Oct. 9, 1416, just after the king’s 
tecond landing from abroad, fur one to meet 
at Westminster on the 19th of the saine month; 
the pressing exigencies of the state requiring 
tuch a speedy suminons. On the day of the 
inceiing, the bp. of Winchester opened the 
session with the usual formalities, and after 
quoting for his theme this Latin sentence, Ope- 
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as God had in 6 days created all the world, 
and rested the 7th; so the king, agreeably to 
his coronation oath, bad, in 5 former parlia- 
ments, endeavuured to establish good laws for 
just administration at homie, and the securimg 
ofan honourable peace abruad. Lut that the 
French were su lide inclined to comply with 
the reasonable terms offered them, that they 
refused to render the English prisoners taken 
at the Batgle of Azmcourt, or to ransum their 
own, That the king, provoked at tue obsti- 
nate justice of an enemy, who resolved not 
todo him right in any thug, was constraiucd 
to atteinpt the recovery of his own by force of 
ars. And since, said he, this is his majesty’s 
just resoluuion, and that there is indeed no 
other way to bring bis enemy to reason, belie 


factamus ut pacem habramas, gutu fits belli pas 


est; he is determined to use violence, and 
purchase that peace with the sword which is 
hot to be otherwise obtaincd.” Ile concluded 
with telling them, that the king imtended to 
make use of their counsel, and required them 
to choose and present their Speaker to him, 

Rover Flower, esq. elected Speaker] On the 
third day of the session, the Commons pre- 
sented Rover Flower, esq. who was accepted ; 
and to shew their great zeal for the cause the 
king was engzaced in, with the consent of the 
lords, they granted two whole LOths and two 
1sths, tu be levied ou the laity; the clergy 
also granted two 10ths on ‘their own budy: 
but all this being not suilicient, or thought tuo 
dilatory for the king's pressiug occasions, at 
the same time it was cnacted, “ that all per- 
sons who would lend any sums of money to 
the king, should have letters patent to be paid 
out of the first money raiscd by the subsidy 5” 
and the dukes of Clarence, Bedford, and Glou- 
cester stood engased for the performance of 
this, in case the king should dic: upon which 
many of the bps. and lords, whose names are 
in the Parl. Rolls, readily subscribed; yet all 
was so deficicnt, that the king was necessitated 
to pawn the crown to Henry Beautort, bp, of 
Winchester, for a vast sum, and to burrow 
1000 inarks of the lord-mayor of London, upon 
the security of many rich jewels. 

An Act for a general Pardon, and athers, 
passed.] At this time his maj. was pleased to 
vrant a gencral pardon for ail crimes which 
did not concern life, or loss of members,—An 
act was also passed, “ that all sherifs should 
have allowance upon their accounts by oti.” 
This had been petitioned for by the Commons 
in the former session.—Also, whereas by an 
act made 12 Rich. (1. certain rates of annual 
wages for bail and other servants of husban- 
dry were settled, and a penalty ordained for 
any who eave or tovk more; by an act now it 
was established, “ that the tuker only should 
incur this penaltv.’—Another act ordained, 
that none of the Irish nation should be clected 
an abp. bp. abbot, or priur; and that wieever 
promoted such to thuse ecclesiastical preters 
inents, or brouzht auy such Insh rebels to 


ram delis ut quicté sitis. He ailedged, “ that | parliaments, councils, and other assembies 
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among the English, should have all their tempo- 
ral estates seized into the king’s hands, tll 
they had paid the tines due for such offences. 
—There was also an act of pardon, by which 
all forfeitures, fines, debts, and demands, not 
exceeding 20s. 8d. were remitted; and all 
trespasscs, otlences, conspiracies, &c. pardon- 
ed.— Besides thce-e, and some other less re- 
markable acts, the league and alliance be- 
tween the king and the emperor Sigismund was 
confirmed by the whule assent. And on the 
Jast day of the session, the king sitting on his 
thronc in full parl. created Tho. Beaufort, who 
was earl of Dorset, duke of Exeter, who had 
also 10001. contirmed to him, to be paid yearly 
out of the exchequer, and 401. out of the cus- 
toms at Excter. ‘The lords so approved of this 
example of the king’s hberality, that they said 
no objection could be made, but only that it 
was tov litle, and not proportionable to the 
merits and services of that noble person. 

al Parl, called.) ‘John duke ot Bedtord, the 
King’s brother, was left regent during his ab- 
sence abroad; and, whilst this victorious mo- 
narch was gaining many victories and towns 
in France, the Scots thought proper to invade 
the Enelish borders; but, by the canduct of 
the regent, they were soon driven back again 
with shame and loss. After the nation was 
thius delivered from the dangers of this inva- 
sion, the duke throught proper to call a part. 
the writs bearing date Oct. 5, 1417, and to sit 
the 16th of Nov. following at Westininster, 
At which time and place being assembled, in 


‘the Painted Chamber, beture the regent, Tho. 
Laneley, bp. of Durham, then lord chance. de- 


clared the cause of their meerng, and took for 
his theme, Cowfortamine ec ctriliter agite, el 
gloriosé eritis. “ On which words he took oc- 
casion to eapatiafe, and to set forth their happi- 
ness and elory in the re:gn of a king, who, du- 
ring his father’s life, had suppressed the rebel- 
lion of the Welch; and, since he came to the 


crown, had detented the dangerons conspira- 


cics formed against the chureb, and against his 
own person and govt; who had becn su pros- 
perous in war, by the conquest ot Hartieur 
and the victory at Agincourt; and who now, 
with continued successes, was subduing Nor- 
mandy to the English donunion. That the 
chief canses of their mcctine were, to provide 
for the kecping of the peace at home, and due 
observation of the laws; tu inake provision for 


_the support of the war; and to take care tor 


the defence of the marches of Scotland. That 
in all these things it would become them, vuri- 
liter agerc, to act strenuously: which, i they 


" did, he then assured them of honour and glo- 


. 


ry; considering, remunerutia virtutum est ho- 
nor.” Ele coinchuded, as usual, with desiring 
the commons to choose their Speaker, and 


"present him next day to the duke regent.” 


Rover Flower, esq. again chosen Sucaker.] 
Accomingly on the 3d dav of them situng, 


~ Koger Flower, esq. was again clected speaker ; 


who, with the common protestation, was al- 
lowed. And, as a testimony of then hearty 


attachment to the king’s interest, and zeal for 
the war, the commons with the assent of the 
bps. and lords, granted to his maj. ‘a 10th and 
a 15th. 

Proceedings against sir John Oldcastle, lord 
Cobhem.| On the 18th of Dec, and the 29th 
day of this parl. sir John Oldcastle, of Cowhny, 
in the county of Kent, knight, being outlawed 
upon treason in the kinz’s-beuch, and excor- 
municated by the abp. uf Canterbury, tur he- 
resies, was brought before the lords; and, 
having heard his said conviction, answered 
not thereto in excure: upon which record 
aud process it was adiudged, that he should be 
taken as a traitor to the king and realm; that 
he should be carned to the tower of London, 
and from thence drawn through London to the 
new gallows in saint Giles’s, without Temple- 
bar, and there to be hanged, and burned 
hanging.” The Record out of the king’ 
bench ts at large; the etflect whereof is, 
“ That the said sir Jolin Oldcastle, and others, 
to the number of 20 men, called Jollards, at 
st. Giles’s aforesaid, did conspire to subvert 
the state of the Clergy, to kill the king, his 
brothers, and other nobles.” The abp. of 
Canterbury's instrument for his excommuni- 
cation, is there also at large. And a motion 
being made, that the lord Powis might have 
the thanks of the house, and the reward in 
the Proclamation mentioned, for apprehend- 
ing of sir John Oldcastle, kiight, the here- 
tick ; it passed in the athrmative.—Thus far 
sir Rob. Cotton, aud his publisher. What we 
have to add; relative to the condenmnation ot 
this great man, by his peers, is chiefly from 
Walsingham; who says, that, when the part. 
was informed of sir John Oldcastle’s beimg 
taken in Wales by the lord Powis, they or- 
dered him to be sent for up. We was brought 
to London in a horse-litter, having been much 
lwounded in the conthet, and placed beiore 
; the duke regent and the other estates of the 
| realm 3 snd the indictment drawn up against 
: at the kiae’sebench, some years before, 
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tur levsing war against the hing, was read in 
the house. Being denmanuded what he could 
alledve in arrest of judginent, be ran out into 
a discourse very foreign to the purpose, about 
God’s mercies: and that all mortal men, who 
would be followers of God, ought to prcrer 
mercy above judgment ; that vougeance re 
tained onty to the lord, and that his servan> 
ought not to Intrench upon this prerogative ot 
tne Almielity, Thus be went on, talking 
widely trom the business, till, at last, the chic! 
justive desired the regent to order the prisoncr 
not to make them lose any nore ume, but to 
answer directly to the point. Alter some 
pause he tuld them, it was a small thing a 
him to be judged by them, or of mans JO C 
ment; and then began again to rainble from 
the question, when the chief justice once more 
| iumterrupted him, and bid him answer pee 
ek if he had any thing to object agains 
] 


‘ 


the legality of the process? 
with # surprising bolduess, ¢ that he 


‘s he re jhied. 
To this ead Ww 


f 
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Judge amongst them, nor could acknowledge 
them as judgcs, as long as his sovereign lurd 
king Richard was living in Scouand. Upon 
tbiy answer, a warrant was instantly signed 
for his execution, und he was ordered to be 
hanged and burnt. The first part of his sen- 
tence was tor treason; and the other tor he- 
resy. Accordingly he was esccutcd on a gal- 
lows, built on purpose im st. Giles’s fields, 
being hung by the neck in # chain of irun, 
and his body, with the gallows, consumed to 
ashes, “Though this unhappy nobleinan’s pa- 
ternal name was Oldcastle, yet by marrying 
the lady Joan grand-daughter to John lord 


Cobham, and his hair, he tovk the ude of 


lord Cobhaur. Many ure the disputes between 
the protestant and popish writers, abuut the 
character of this nobleman, who was ihe first 

er ot England that suitercd for religion. 
The former crying hin up us a martyr to 
tuth; aud the lutter treatuig bind with no 
better titles than an enthusiast, a rebel, and 
au heretick. Mr. Guodwin savs, © he had all 
the qualities of a brave and gallant genUcinan, 
and was eqirally illustrious in arts aud arins :’ 
but, af what Walsingham relates of his beha- 
viour at his execution be true, that whea inany 
persons of quality attended there, the last 
words he spoke was tu sir ‘Tho. Erpingham, 
adjuring him, ‘that if he saw him rise from 
the dead avain, on the Sd duy, he would pro- 
cuce that tus sect imuht jive in peace and 
quictness ;’ we can lovk upon him, in this 
latter part of his life, us little better than an 
enthusiast. | 

Iu this session the letters patent made for 
the bp. of Winchester, tor 21 marks to be 
levied out of the customs of all staple wares 
wut from Southamptun, to satisfy the sum 
which be had lent the king tor the war, were 
conirmed by this parl.—aA grievous complaint 
being made of insurrections, of which the 
lullards were suspected tu be the authors and 
abettors, and a pe.ition being presented that 
commission at iul tunes. might be granted to 
enquire after them ; auswer was given, “That 
the statutes provided in that case should be 
executed.”—{ bere was also a motion otlered, 
that no collector for the Clergy should be ap- 
pointed out of bis deanry: auswer was given, 
“That the clergy should appoiat thcir col- 
lecturs.” 

, A Parl, called.|] On the 21th of Aug. 1419, 
ents of summons were issued-out in the re- 
gcnt’s name, for 9 purl. to meet at West- 
minster, on the 16th of Oct. tollowing, On 


which day the bp. of Durhain, lord chance. de-, 
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For his ‘theme he tuok 
these words, Bonin fucientes now dificiamus 3 
and from thence told them, “ Vhat his may. 
was 1p good health and spirits; that he desired 
his subjects would be caretul to abserye the 
laws and provide tor the detence uf the realin; 
and considering that this enterprize so well be- 
gun could not be now lett of without imminent 
danger, he expected now provisivus to be 
made, that he mizht end the war tu lis ewn 
honour and their advantage.” 

Roger Mower, esy. @ Sra time chosen Speaker. ] 
After the receivers and triers oF peuiiuns were 
appointed, the commons presented Lt. Flower, 
esq. a Srd time as lueir Speaker; and, on the 
13th Nov. they, with the bps. aud lords, grant- 
ed to lis may. one 15th and one 1uth, and gue 
hali part of them both. The ike arder was 
taken fur the payment of such why should lend 
money to the king, as had been observed in 
the 4th yearot his reign, Theie were 25 lords, 
whose nauics are in the roll, who made their 
subscription. It was also enacted, “ Vhat the 
lurds of the council should have puwer to esta- 
blish orders touching the Coin.” And for the 
keeping the muney within the natu, it was 
enacted, “ That all necessaries shuuld be 
bought at home tur the king’s seldiers, and 
scut to them; and also that certain wools 
should be bought and sent inte Normandy, 
notwithetanding any statute tor the staple made 
to the contrary.”’—The quecn dowaver’s cun- 
fessor having accused her tor conspiring the 
death of the king, it was ordiimed, “ That all 
the lands and goods of Roger Dolier and Pe- 
tromel Brocart, her sureties, should be scized, 
and paid to the king; and suficient warrant 
was provided tor all who should pay the 
sane.” 

A Parl. called.) Yn 1420, the French war 
was brought to a conclusion, by a marnage be- 
tween the princess Catherme of France and 
Ilenry king of England, whereby Henry was 
declared regent and hely-apparent to the crown 
of France, In Cottun’s Abridyment of Re-. 
cords, tlivre is a list of the peers summoned to, 
a parl. to be held at Westminster on the 2nd 
of March this year; but no farther account is 
given of it. But the statuterbooks tell us, that 
a parl. net on the Qndof Dec. in the &th of this 
king; and that ip this session # remurkable 
statute was made, occasioncd by the peace 
then concluded between tie two kings; wherc- 
by it was enacted, that, * Whereas the govt, 
of France was devolved on king Henry, which 
would reguye his frequent abscnce from Eng. 
land ; thereiore, fa park. should be summoned 


by the writs of the king’s heutenant, and the 
kang arrive soon aficr Uicse wriis were issued. 
out of Chancery, vet tbat part. should not be 
dissolved, nor pew summons made, but that it, 


clared the cause of the swmuweuns, beture the 
regent and the otlicr estates of the kingdom, 
aod said, “ bhat the king’s subjects had great 
rerson to revere him, and pray for his welfare; 


since, as he could not obtain that peace which 
he so often soyght tur, he had begun aid car- 


should igcer by virtue of the former.” 
_ Another actwwas passed, by wach ail foreign 


merchants, buying Wool in England, to transys. 
purt into other parts, were obljeedg tu pay inte 
the mint of the tower an ounce of gold bulun;. 
and fur 3 pieces bf ta tae same, or the equal 


ried on war, timure Dei, which, being princi- 
piu samentic, the cflecis of it were evidently 
giewo, by the many victorics he had gained | 
“_ bonoyr:” all which be wok care partic | 
ot. 1. : | 


v 
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eet Perl, calle The Henry 
arl, calle next » COm 
et en 

ound the nation i > 
under the govt. of Humphrey duke of Gloo- 
seas i eee 

ce 0 ord in A 
ail affairs with equa! wedom an cao ta 
May 1421, the king met his gis at West- 
minster, and, with his own mouth, represented 
to them the state of affairs, “ What conquests 
he had made in France, and what supplies 
were necessary to continue the war. That the 
dauphin and his party, who maintained some 
cities and provinces against hin being subdued, 
that kingdom might be entirely annexed to the 
English crown.” The Commons agreed to 
give him a 15th, though a petition was pre- 
sented, filled with sad complaints of the peo- 
ple’s poverty and intolerable burden of the 
war, and that even his conquest of France 
would prove the ruin of England,. This was 
done by some persons, says Walsingham, who, 
mnore affecting their own private interest, than 
the prosperity of their country, regretted to 
part with any money to advance the greatness 
und honour of the government. 

Durimg this session, there was a convocna- 
tion of the Clergy at st. Paul’s, who gave the 
king a 10th on these conditions; “ That the 
purveyors of his‘majesty’s household should 
not meddle with the goods or ions of 
the Clergy. That if any of that body were 
accused of a capital crime in the king’s courts 
of judicatnre, they might upon bail be freed 
from imprisonment; and that all castrated 

ease should be procecded against in law as 

ons.” 

A Peace with Franece.| The next thing the 
pari. =o wipon, was to declare their approbe- 
tion 0 
tween Henry and the king of France, to give 
their consents, and ise to observe it. And 
since that hia snot caly ben swock to, 
and ratified by the two kings, but also by the 
three estates of France lords and com- 
mons of England would it confirmed, in 


the same solemn manner, ‘in pari. Where- | the 


upon gnc: Tene . of Durham, lord chanc, 
having by the rere oder read ‘the articles 
it, 


arkable Acts passed.) The most re- 
markable act made in this session was one by 
which it was ordained, “ That whereas wash- 
ers, Clippers, and counterfeits of the money, 
had debese_d and spoiled the Coin; none 
should recetve any geld but by the king’s 
weights inted for that ; and that 
the gold which wns not of due weight, nor of 
sizht alloy, should be sent to the Mint, to be 
hew comed, the king at his own charge mak- 
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valuc in silver bullion, wpon penslty of for |i 


concluded at Troyes, be- | i 


($40 


up the deficiencies.”—It was also enacted, 
“ ‘That every third henefice, the presentation 


of which belonged to the and mones- 
teries, should be ‘confe on some scholar of 
Dehes oe Cao 

eaten gras ee 
ote : res a4 
his tacther: the du e of Bedford, administered 


the regency in England with great wisdom and 
fidelite "this governor thought fit to call 5 

1, which met at Westminster on the ist of 
Rec. in the same year. i eae of Durham 
opened the session with a speech. On 

third day of their sitting, the commons pre- 
sented Richard Baynard, esq. to the regent 
for their Speaker; and the same day, with the 
consent 
king one 10th, and one 15th, to be levied on 
the laity; but with this condition, says Wal- 
singham, that the first half of it should be paid 
in the money then current, It was also or- 
dained, that all such money, with other, 
should pass till March 25, if it was not noto- 
riously clipped and washed, 

Act for Regulating the Cvin.| The Gold 
Coin had been lessened in the value, by clip~ 
ping and washing; therefure the pari. ordaiur 
ed, for the relief of the people, that the recezv- 
ers of the tax should take all such light pieces, 
if they did not want in weight more than 12d, 
in the noble ; or if they did, those who paid 
them were to make up the defect, The peo- 
ple therefore put off their gold as fast as th 
could, and boarded up their silver: by w 
the king, though then under necessities for 
money, was contented to lose almost three 
shillings in the pound for the benefit of the 
people, ' Several other statutes were made 


masters and workers in the-Mint to make due 
and pt paytent of the pew money, ¢l- 
ther by weight or number, to all who 

in their old; and; that, if there was ah 
fault in the new shoney, either as to welg 
alioy, the masters of te Mint should presently 
change it, and melt it,down.” Also it was 
enacted, “ That the wardens, arene and 
ministers of the exchanges owt of ower 


7 


the other house, they granted the | 
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whereas the merehaats had represented to the 
that the tame alloted was too short to 


rsonally in the recogn 
uy, withi © months following, the 
dizes and conemodities aforesaid.” 
As the pari. granted ue a 10th and 


15th, so a convocation, w had met at 
York, 22, foregoing, gave him a 10th; 


a Vincennes, } 
age, and in the 20th of his rei 
Taxes in the Reign 2: enry V.. 
Game camel Bc stgg dig 
"ware, tunnage, Minge, for 4 
years, as bad been given to bis father in the 

year 


the perl. granted to him one 15th and one 
10th, and one half part of them both.—In his 
8th year he had one t0th and one 15th. 
Hume, says sir John Sinclair in his bistory 
oe keel has cig sage = the extraor- 
i suppl y parl. during the 
Suns of Henry's rig amounted only tu seven 
10ths and 15ths (about 203,0001.;) and he 
mentions, at the same time, that Henry’s army 
amnounted to 6000 horse, whose pay was 2s. @ 
day ; and 24,000 archers, who received 6d. per 
day each, The expences of such an army, 
therefore, must have amounted to 430,000]. 
per ann.; and consequently ail Beary: grants, 
ined together, would have been exhausted in 
nt than six ae But, in the frst place, 
grants given to Heury were greater than 
this historian states; aad, in addition to them, 


. | he received considerable assistance from the 


clergy, and the entire revenues of 110 monas- 


teries in dependent on certain abbies 
in Nonnant, which the ep clergy had 
sacrificed for the secarity of their own pusses- 
sions. There is also reason to believe, that histo- 
rians have fallen into an error with regard to 
Henry’s annual income, which is said tu have 
amounted only to 55,7541. 10s. 1U0jd.— 
The record on which this idea of Henry’s reve- 
nue is founded may be seen in Rymer, Vol. X. 
p- 113. It is not a little defective; but its 
omissions may be supplied, from the full aod 
particular account of the income of the crown, 
which was laid before parl. anno 1438. From, 
a comparison of the two records, the fallowing 


. statement is drawn up. 


Amount of Henry V.’s annual Income, 
1. Parva custumaon wool £. 8,976 1 9 
2. Magna custuma on ditta - 26,055 18 84 
3. Parva custuma on goods - 2,458 9 if 
4, Subsidy of tunnage and 
ae - © 23+ 8,937.10 94 


| £40,687 19 9% 
5, Casual revenue, arising 7 
from escheats, court 
of wards, &c. - - - 15,066 11 1 
Total, sccording to Rymer £.55,754 10 104 
To be added: —— 
1. Fee farm rents « - .f£. 3,612 11 $ 


2, Ahen priones : ea 4 2 = 277 5 Q 
3. Dutchy of Corawall - - 2,788 13 3 
4. South Wales - + « + 1,139 13 11 
5. North Wales « <= + +» 1,097 17 3 
6. County of Chester <« - - 76410 2 
7. Manor of Shotswick - - 33 6 & 
8. Ireland 7“ 7-= - 4S * 2,339. 8. 6 
9. Dutchy of Lancaster - - 4,952 13 3 
10, Dutchy of Aquitaine - - 808 2 2 
1t. Profits of Calas - - - 2,866 1 Of 
12. Revenue ofWimdsor - - 207 18 5 


— £.20,888 10 10} 
=~ £.55,754 10.105 


£76,643 1 8 


| Fotal above 


. 


3.13] 


Many of these articles, and the alien priories 
In particular, must have viclded more in the 
reve eti:cnry V. For it appears, that in his 
son’s mnucrity, the management of revenue, and 


" of public adlairs in general, was miserably neg- 


lected ; and, on the w hole, it is probable, that 
this monarch’s } income might amount to about 
80,0001. per ann. equal to 160,000 Ib. of silver, 
which, by the cheapness of provisions at that 


‘time, wonld be equivalent to 500,000). of our 


present specie. {t ts said, that Henry V. was 
the first monarch, who had the subsidies on the 


- exportation of wool and leather, and the duties 


- of tunnage and 


penne joined together, 


granted him for hte. But Forster remarks, 


‘though the fact is true, yet that Coke, and 


other eminent lawyers, are mistaken in the roll, 


‘ which 1s commonly adduced in proof of that 


" however tells us, 


assertion, 

Price of Provisions in the Reisen of Henry V. 
Our historians are very deficient in noting 

the prices of provisions in this reign. Fabian 

that in 1416, wheat was 0 


' dear as to be cold for 16s. a quarter; and that 


* court. 


in 1429, it sold for 3s. and malt at 5s. Aram 
sold also tor &d. ; 
Acts passed in the Reisn of Henry V. 

1 Hen. V.—1. For election of knights and 
burecsses of the park. 2. € onfitmation of for- 
mer statutes made for pulling down of wears 
and kiddels, &c. 3. Agninst forgers of falsc 
decds. 4. To prevent extortions of sherifts 
and their bailiffs. 5. For addition to he given, 
in case where process of outlawry lieth. 6. 
Fnglishmen's punishment of misdemeanors in 
Wales shall not be revenged. 7. ‘Touching 
Frenchmen beneficed in England. °8. To pre- 
vent the repair of Trishmen into Fugland, 


°O, Revocation of certain grants of lands and 


ofhces in Calais, 10. By what measure pur- 
veyors shall take corn 

2 Hen. V.—1. Power given to ordinarics 
, to enquire of the government of hospitals. 2. 
‘Touching writs of Certior areand Corpus cum 
Causes granted for persons m execution, 3. 

‘or ee a copy of a libel in the Spuiun) 
. Touching labourers, and of the ot 
fice of a faatiee of the peace, 5. Process acainst 
’ felons dwelling in Tindale and Examsiire. 6. 
Concerning the observation of truce and sate 
conducts, 7. For reformation of heresy and 
lollardy. 8. For suppressing of riots, routs, 
and unlowfal assembhes, 9. Touching process 
avninst rioters that flee into woods. 

“Other Statutes made the same @nd vear.— | 
di. ae rersous shall be justices of the peace. 
. For wages of priests, 3. For the sutli- 
cieney of jurors. 4. Touching goldsmiths and 
elling of silver ware. 5, To prevent rebel- 
finns of Welshmen. 6. For slipping of staple 
Ware, 

8 ten, V.--For abolishing of ganey half | 
pence, suskins, and dotkins. 

Other Statutes made in the same 3rd vear. 
—1. Contirmatinn of Liberties and Franchises, 
and Stetates nat repealed. 2. Vouching ab- 
bors and pro“y bem suiters to courts baron 


—7) 
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in Yorkshire and Lancashire. ’ 3. Britons not 
made denizens shall depart the realm. 4. All 
provisions, licenses, and pardons, touching be- 
nelices full of an incumbent, shall be void. 5. 
Touching attatnts upon a false verdict given 
in the city of Linceln. 6. and 7. Against the 
clipping, washing, aud fling of money. 8. 
Touching tees for probates of testaments. 

4 Hen. V.—1. Confirmation of the Great 
Charter, the Chartcr ot the Forest, and of Sta- 
tutes not repeaied. 2. For sheritis to have al- 
lowance of certain estreats upon their ac- 
counts. 3. ‘Penching patten-makers. 4. Agains¢ 
taking of excessive wages of servants of husbar- 
dry, 5. Contirmation: of the statutes made 
5. H. IV. c. 7 and 4. for hosts to be assiqned 
to merchant strangers. 6. Touching benetices 
granted to Irishmen. 7. In what cases letters 
of marqne may be granted. 8. The king’ $ par- 
don. 

5 Hen. V.—Abbots and others may make 
attornies until the wext parliament. 

7 Hen. V.—For epee and indicting 
men of Laneashire, ac. . Process against 
makers, &c. ot false deeds. ° 

8 Hen. V.—I. That in the king’s absence 
in France the teste of the writs be in the 
name of the heutenant. 2. For bullion to be 
brought te the mint by merchants of the west. 
3. Touching giliing and silvering of divers 
things. : 

9 Hen. 5.—1. Tonching appeals ane indict- 
ments. 2. ‘Touching exigents against any m 
Lancashire. 3. ‘Louching protections for such 
as served the king in Normandy. 4. Touch- 
ing the amending of records. 5. For ‘making 
of sherifts and escheators.. 6. ‘Touching the 
mint and comage at Calais. 7. Agnint the 


-men ot Riddesdaie iS in| Northamber- 


jand, and other places. 8 Againss scholars 
of Oxtord. hunting by night. 9. Abbots and 
other religious persons discharsed of collection 
ot Dismes out of the county where they dwell. 
10.Vouching the measure of keels to. carty 
sea-coals from Newcastle. 11. Against washers 
and clippers of money, -12. Touching Rochester 
bride, 

Uther Statutes made in .the same 9th vear. 
1. Confirmation of all statutes not repeated 
concerning gold and sulver, 2. Concerning 
the exchanges in London. -3. Toaching the 
payrment of exchance. 4. For bringing at 
the inoney received tor the exchange to the 
tower. 5. Tonebmg the mint at Calais. 6. 
For good allay in the monies. 7. For the 


lw ciwht of nobles, half nobles, and tarthings of 


—- 


1 


{ 


cold. §&. For commissioners to im@utre 
countertciters and mukers of falsc weights. 9. 
Jouching exchange to the court of Rome. 10. 
For relief of the collectors of Desmes and Quia- 
ziswies, 11. Certain one about atueee 
shall be repaired. 
-— 
Jinwry VIL : 

4 Perl eatied | Henry Vi was om infant 
of about mine inouths eid when de began lw 
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reign. In 1422, writs of summons were issued 

out, in the young kine’s nawe, dated Sept. 29, 

tora pari. to mect on the Monday next after 

the teust of st. Martin, ut Westininster. And, 
on the same day, betore any other business was ' 
begun, # commission. dirccted to Humphrey 
duke of Gloucester, the kinv’s uncle, empow- 
ering hum to beyin the parl, was read, in the 
presence of the saut duke, sitting in the Paint- 
ed Chamber, and betore the lords and com- 
mensassembled. After which Henry Chicheley, 
,abp. of Canterbury, by cominand of the said 
-dukey the king’s commissioner, declared the 
cause ot calling tle said parl.. and took tur his 
theme, ‘ principes populorum congregati sunt 
cum Deo.’—In discoursing on which words he 
observed, “ ‘That God of his great mercy had 
left issue unto them of the most victorious 
ruce Henry, begotten of the royal blood of 
rance, whereby the snme,issue was now be- 
come king of France. ‘That, as all pertections 
‘were comprised within the number 6, since 
God had made all things in 6 days, so his divine 
maj. was ty accomplish the guod beginnings of 
the famous 5th Henry, in the 6th Henry his 
son; who would that all estates antl persons 
should enjoy their full liberties.” »-He then 
declared, “ ‘That, considering the Jging’s ten- 
der age, this parl. was called tur 3 causes ; the 
ist tur the good governance of the king’s per- 
son; the 2nd tor preserving the peace: the 
3rd tor the sure detcnce of the realm. But, 
that it principally imported them to provide 
some honourable and discreet persons tor the 
governance aroresaid, in which thev ail ouvkt 
tu give their best advice. He desired them in 
this to tallow the counsel, which Jethro gave 
to Muses in Exodus, viz. such as feared (sod, 
wise, relizious, hating covctousness, puissant, | 
&c.” And then concluded with desiring the | 
commons to chuse a Speaker, and present him 
next day to the duke. 

Roger Flower, esq. 4 44h time chosen Speak- 
er.] Recervers and tners of petitions being 
appointed for Encland, Leland, Wales, and 
Scodand, with Gascuigny, other foreigi parts, 
and the isles; on ‘Tuesday being the 2nd day 
ot the parl. the commons presented Roger | 
Flower, esq. to the duke and lords for their’; 
Speaker; who, wita the usual protestation, 
was allowed. Lo . 

The two bps. of Durham and London, the 
‘ormer having been chanc. of England in the 
late reign, and the other chanc. of the dutchy 
of Normandy, who had both delivercd the 
several seals of their offices to the duke of 
Gloucester, prayed to be discharged by act of 
parl. amd that the same inight be enrolled, 
which was granted. It was then also enactcd, 
that the king’s stile and tides should be 
changed, and that upon all his seals. should be 
cograven dus motto, “ Hearicus rec Francie, 
& Anglia, 6. dominus Hibernie.”—At the re- 


qnest of the commons, the duke of Gloucester |: 


dechired to them, that the king had appointed 
the bp. of Durban to be his chancellor; Wn. 
Huusrofe, weagurers, at .England; and John 


Stafford to be keeper of the privy seal; for ail 
which offices their patents were made, and 
contfrmed by pari, 

A Protector appointed.] The king, by his 
letters patent, coutirmed also by parl. appoint- 
ed John duke of Bedford protector and de- 
fender Of the realm and church of Eneland, 
and chief counsellor to the king; but because 
the said duke was then beyond the seas, it was 
enacted, “ That during bis absence Hunt- 
phrey duke of Gloucester should supply the 
said office; which said duke took upon him the 
dignity aforesaid, under a protestation that it 
should be nu prejudice tu the right of his 
brother.” And it was also enacted, “ That 
the protectors shall, during the king’s minority, 
dispose ot all the ottices of the forcsts, keepers 
of parks, aud warrens; and that all benetices 
in the king’s gift, being above the value of 20 
marks, should continue in their disposal during 
therr-lives.” And itis likewise said, that the 
protector’s salary was setiled then at 8008 
marks a year. The parl. alco appointed go- . 
veruors to take care of ‘the king’s person and 
education, who were ‘Tho. Beaufort duke of 
Exeter, and Henry his brother bp. of Winches- 
ther, both great uncles to the king. 

And it was then enacted, “ That all cstates 
should lave thei Libertics contirined, which 
have not been revoked, without the word ‘con- 
ccdions’ to be in any of the said confirmations : 
and that all writs, comiuissions and depend- 
ants of the same, made by the king’s council, 
relating to this parl. be confirmed by the au- 
thority of the same.--And whereas the late 
king Ilenry V. constituted and appointed Uy. 
lord Fitzhugh, Walter Hungertord, Walter 
Beauchamp, Lewis Robsart, Wm. Porter, Rob. 
Babthorpe, John Woodhouse, and John Le- 
venthorpe, esqrs, executors of his last will and 
testament, the king granteth now’to them 
40,000 marks for the performance of the said 
wil]. Nineteen marks due to the executors of 
lienry IV. by oversight of the supervisors of 
the said will trom the duke of Gloucester, and 
other lords there named.” 

A subsidy granted.| ‘ The commons, with 
the assent of the bps. and lords, grant.to the 
king the same subsidy .on woollen or staple- 
wares, tunnage and poundage as formerly, for 
two years to come.”—And it was, also, enact- 
cd, “ ‘That ali such Petitions as are not de- 
termined in this parl. shall be referred to the 
king’s council to be concluded according to 
their discretion. Also, certain bps. and lords, 
and others were then named to be counsellors 
und assistants to the lord protector in the 
governance aforcsaid, And, that all justices 
of peace, sherifis, essheators, collectors of 
the customs, coimptroliers, weighers, searchers 
and other othcers be pluced, or displaced, at 
their determination, That these counsellors 
may have the advantage of all manner of 
‘wards, marriages, farms, and other casualties 
of the crown, A’nd that nothing be ordaincd 
m_ council but by 6 at thee least, or more ; and, 
in all great causes, by all, or the greatess 


4 


a 
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part of them; and, when the king is to be 
conlerred withal, that nothing be done with 
out the assents of the dukes of Bedford and 
Gloucester. That the treasurer of England 
and the @ chamberlains of the exchequer may 
have each of them a key to the king’s ipt ; 
but that they be sworn in council} to make 
none privy thereto but the members thereof. 
That the clerks of the council be sworn to 
take down duly the names of such of the 
counsellors as attend, and to register truly all 
their ordinances.” AJl which articles were 
enacted and confirmed by parl.; with a pro- 
viso, “ That all such aihcers, as held the 
same for life, or otherwise, may be allowed to 
.@ppoint deputies, any of these articles not- 
withstanding.” These excellent rules and or- 
dinances being ratified in pari. all possible 
care was taken for the guod governance of the 
realm, during the king’s minority. 

Several good Laws i Several wise 
Jaws were also pamed ih is parl. for the 
. -titles of which we refer to the list given at 


the end of this reign. 

A Parl. culled.| In 1423 another pazsi. 
was called by writs, dated Sept. the 1st. re- 
turnable on the 20th of Oct. following. It is 
remarkable, that a much smaller number of 
peers were summoned to this and the last 
parl. than usual; from whence we conclude, 
that the greatest part of the English nobility, 
were, at that time, engaged abroad, as gu- 
-vernors of some conquered city, town, or 
. fortress; or otherwise withheld by some im- 
ar post in the army. The following is a 
ist of the 
i al gece - ie oierenese 

umphry, duke o ichard, lord Strange 

Gloucester Robert, lord Poynings 
Henry, earl of Nor William Id. Bottreaux 

thumberlan Thomas, lord Dacre of 
Ralph, earl of West- = Gilsland 
morc 


Wilham, lord Clinton 
Tho. lord Deja Warr 


Wm. lord Harrington 
William, lord Ferrers Thomas, earl Marshal 
of Groby Edm. earl of March 
_John, lord Welles 


Thomas, d. of Excter 
John, lord Graystuck Rich. earl of Warwick 


' Reginald, jordGrey of James, lord Audley 
‘Ruthin - Richard, ld. Cromwell 
‘John, lord Latymer = Henry, Id. Fitz-Hugh 


~ On the day of the meeting of this parl. a 
commission was again read to constitute the 
‘duke of Gloucester lord president; and, by 
his command, the bp. of Durham, lord chanc. 
‘opened the cause of the summons, with this 
text: ‘ Deum timete, regem honorificate.’? On 
these words he argued, “‘ That we ought to 
fear God, even, with a child-like fear; ‘quo- 
hiam qui timet Deum, diligit eum, et tuac 
iluminabitur cor ejus.’ And that the king ought 
to be honoured, synce now this realin had at- 
_ tained their wish; which was, that the ki 
, Exighand might also be king of France. And 
since this great undertaking was brought about 
by the labour and conquests of their present 
king’s father, they ought tp bemour big equally 


of 


| dotantged 


| delivery of : 


for it; for Omnis qui diligit cum gui genuit, 
 diligit eum qui natus est: that all the lords of 
the council, appointed by the last pari. for the 
regency, and tor the due observation of the 
peace, during the king’s minority, were as- 
sembled; in order to take the advice aad con- 
sent of parl. towards perfecting the same.” 
Then, he desired the commons to chuse their 
Speaker and prescnt him to the duke, the 
king’s commissioner in this parl. 
John Russel, esq. chosen 


eaker.) The we 
ceivers and tryers of petitions being 

the commons presented John Russel, esq. as 
their , ho with the usual 


was allowed.-—-A committee of the commons 
were appointed to wait upon the duke of Glow. 
cester, and to give him their hearty thanks 
for vouchsafing to communicate to them the 
treaty with the Scottish ambassador, for the 


delivery and marriage of James ki sare 
land, which they greatly approv — 
oedinaate Waamade. "That che saint-anaster 


in the tower shell the exchange, allowed 
him by the last . dering the king’s plea- 
sure.” And, it was enacted, at the Petitiva of 
the northern counties, “ that a cainage should 
be at York, during the king's re; and 
that all persons do bring in their gold, there 
to be new coined, which is not of full weight.” 

Orders relating to payment of the late King’s 
debiss} On the 17th of Dec. on account of 
the approaching festival, an adjournment took 
place to the 15th of Jan. 1424. On the day 
pretixed being again assembled, the first thing 
worth notice that they went upon was, “ That 
on the Petition of the executors. of the last 
will of Henry IV. the king had by bis letters 
patents assigned the payment of 40,000 marks 
to the executors of Henry V. to the end that 
the last executors shoul pay the first, and, 
alsu, discharge the will of Henry V. which 
letters patents were confirmed by parl. The 
said executors prayed, that they might have 
the jewels, plate, and goods of the said king 
Henry V. to the value of 40,000 marks, whi 
was granted. And that the said executors 
shai have all the wards, marriages, goods, 
debts and chattels, which were the said king's 
for the payment of his debts.” But then & 
was enacted, “‘ That the executors of both 
the late kings shall pay all their debts; as 
well those duc by talley as by debentures.” 
At the same time an act was ,» “To 
secure those persons who had only the late 
king’s jewels im pawn, and that they should 
not be obliged to deliver the same ull ther 
| debts were paid. And that the bp. of Wa 
! 


the crown, should have letters patents to re 
ceive the said sum out of the customs,”-—The 


= who lent the king 20,000 marks on 


|“ to 
Heary V. on a 
the said 
aaid 9 
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common assent, was confirmed.” On the pe- 
tition of Katherine queen of England, a new 
dower was assigned her, instead of the other 
greoted by the last pari. it being, in many 
found faulty and erroneous.—Lastly, 
cha Stafford, treasurer of England, by his 
petition, prayed, that the schedule, indented, 
made between him and the executors of 
Henry V., relating ta the goods of the said 
king, delivered to the said executors, to the 
value of 40,000 marks, might be confirmed 
by parl. and he be discharged thereof; which 
was Ld 


Lhe Scotch King released, and a Peace con- 
duded.| James, king .of Scotland, havmg 
been a prisoner in tand ever since the 
reign of Henry 1V. it was now thought, that if 
he were set at liberty, a firm and lasting peace 
night be established between the two nations. 
And lest the obligation should be too soon for- 
got, 3t was also proposed -to give him to wife 
jane, daughter to John duke of Somerset, and 
cousin-german to the y king. Accordingly, 
by letters patents, di to certain bps. 
others, @ treaty was set on foot at Durham, 
between the commissioners of both nations ; 
ang the said letters patests were uot only con- 
tinned by this parl. but the power to deliver 

p the king of Scets, on the conditions avreed 
on, was also ratified by them. The Scotch 
king was released from his captivity of: 18 
years, and married to the lady, with whom he 
bad a large dower, besides many gifts ih ree 
end jewels, which her kindred of the nobility 
presented them with. At his departure he 
induced to take an oath of friend- 
ip and fidelity, say some; or as other histo- 
write, did homage to the young king of 

d at his castle of Windsor; wherein he 
owned that he bejd and claimed his kingdom 
wader a superior lord. The oath was in these 
words: t James Stewart, king of Scotland, 

be true and faithful anto you, lord Hen- 
ry, by tte grace of God, king of England and 
France, the noble and superior lord of the 
kingdom of Scotland, which I hold and claim 
of you, And I shall bear you my faith and f- 
deljty of life and limb, and worldly honour, 
against all men; and faithtully I acknow- 
ledge and do you service due for the kingdom 
of S id; elp me » and 


Sce Hollingshead’s 


-] On the petition of Joan, queen 
wife to ry IV. the king, by 

consent of pari. restored to her all her dower, 
and the arrgars of the same, with all her gouds 
that were taken from her.—At the petition of 
the master and brethren of the hospital of st. 
rd’s im York, it was enacted, “ That 
should enjoy all their threaves of corn, 

ithin the counties of York, Cumberland, 
Westmoreland, and Lancashire; ang that they 
may recover the same by an action of debt or 
detinue.” This statute was made remarkable, 
by being the fifst occasion of a great revolutjon 
wbich some ycars after.lt was 


& 


and | that her husband was too nearly 


enacted, “ That if any person should. carry 
out of the realm any staple-ware, from the sta- 
pie of Calais, uncustomed, he shall forfeit the 
same, and make fine and ransom at the king's 
pleasure. Also, that no licence be granted to 
any n to transport any slight looms out 
ot Hampshire, Kent, Sussex, and York, but 
only to Calais.” But this last was only to con- 
tinue to the next pari. 

Two foreign Ladies naturahzed.] Two fo-. 
reign ladies of quality, who had been married, 
one to the duke of Bedford, and the ether to . 
the duke of Gloucester, were naturalized this 
parl. The former was Ann, sister to Philip 
duke of Bargundy, and wife to John duke of 
Bedford, regent of France; the latter was Ja- 
quehne, sole daughter and heiress to Wm. duke’ 
of Bavane, who was married to Humphrey 
duke of Gloucester. This princess, by her fa- 
ther’s death, had the govt. of the earldoms of 
Hainault and Holland, two large and populous 
countries, descended to her; and, though mar- 
rred to John duke of Brabant, yet, on preceuce 

related to 
her before marriage, or, as others say, for his 
unkind usage of her, she left him and came 
into England, where she soon after became 
duke Humphrey’s wife, to the great displeasure 
of her former husband, and the ruin of the 
English interest in France. 

An ex post fucto Act agatnst sir John Morti- 
mer.| Sir John Mortimer, of Bishop’s Hat- 
field, Hertford, having been indicted on the 
onth of one King, servant to sir Rob. Scot, 
keeper of the Tower of London, upon the Sta- 
tute of Escapes; an act was made this parl.on | 
purpose to y him, alledging sevcral other 
articles against him. As, ist, that the said sir 
John had contrived with him to break out of 
his imprisonment, and had promised him im. 
mediately a reward of 401. a year, to be aid- 
ing and assisting to him in his escape; and af- 
terwards an earldom. @nd, that the said sir 
John told him, that after his escape he would 
go into Wales to the earl of March; and, 
having raised 40,000 men, would enter the 
kingdom ugain, and cut off the heads of the 
ahaa and the bp. of Winchestcr.—Srd, he 

d told this informant, that the earl of March 
was 2 og heir to the crown ‘of England, and. 
that him he was the next heir; where,» 
fore, if the carl of March refused to recover 
his right, he himself would take upon him the 
regal power as bjs due.”—Lastly, that wheg 
he came into Wales, if the eart of March 
would not accept his service, nor cngne in* 
the cause, he would then fly into France, and 
assist the French king against Henry, and did 
not doubt but in the end he should gain his 
design.—-It appears by the Record, that this 
sir John Mortimer had been committed pri-’ 
soner to the tower, for suspicion pf treason 
done sng the late king, from whence he 
bad ehisescape the first year of this reign, 
For which escape alone, we suppose, he was 
indicted, gad this indictment, by the authority 
af peel. was allowed to be good; and the said 
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sir John being again apprehended and brought 
betore Unis parl. judgment was given against 
bin, to be carried back to the tower, and 
drawn from thence to Tyburn, there to be 
hanged, drawn, and quartered ; his head set 


on London bridge, and his four quarters on the . 


four gates of the city. 

. dd Subsidy granted.| On the 18th of Feb. 
this parl. granted the king the same subsidy 
on tonnage and poundaze as in the last. It 
was also enacted, that merchant-strangers shall 
only pay 43s. and id. duty on every sack of 
woo], notwithstanding. the grant made in the 
7th year of the last reign. | 

Lke Protector’s power reduced by. Parl.|— 
They next appointed and named the bps. and 
lords, with other persuns that were to be of 
the king’s council. All which persons took 
upon thein to act, on certain rules and articles 
assigned them, far stricter than the last, and 
very derogatory to the power of the protector. 

A Part. called. The infant King carried to 
the house.| The French war was still carried 
an by the regent against the dauphin with va- 
rious success ; whilst the Protector thought fit 
to calj another parl. The writs were dated the 
24th of Feb. 1425, and returnable at West- 
minster the 3ist of April, The Protector and 
Councit thought it necessary, in order to en- 
gige both lords and commons more zealously in 
their interests, to bring the infant king ito 
the house; and accurdingly, on the day of 
their meeting, he was carricd through the city, 
on agreat horse, to Westminster. "he people 
flocked in great multitudes to behold him; 
and nnagininy that they.could discern the tea- 
tures and virtucs of his tather to be trans- 
planted into him by nature, they loaded him 


with loud acclamations and hearty wishes of a. 


long and happy lite. Being come to the pa- 
lace, he wus from thence conducted to the 
house of Jords, and sat on his mother’s knee 
ja the throne. “ It was a strange sight,” says 
eed, * and the first time it ever was scen in 
Mgland, an infant sitting in his mother’s lap, 
aud befure it could tell what English meant, to 
exercise the place of sovereign direction in 
open pari.” The commons being called, 

The bp, of Wenckester, then lord chancellor 
opened the cause. of the summons in manner 
following :—For the head uf Ins discourse he 
chose these words, Gloria, honor, et par, amnt 
operanti bonum; this be divided into three 
branches, viz, buawmn honestum, which consisted 
in the due obedience ‘of the subject; bonum 
delectubile, which was giving good council; and 
bonum utile, which was the free and willing re- 
lief they owed to their prince and comunon- 
wealth. By the 1st, he argued that God was 
most glorified; by the 2nd, tke prince best 
honoured ; by the 3rd, the subject’s safety bet- 
ter guarded. According to the saying in st. 
Luke, ‘ Gloria in excelsis Deo, in terra pax, et 
hominibus bona vuluntas.’? Glory is given to 
God by due obedience in the subjects; the 
prince is honoured by having sound advice 
- given him; and the subjects governcd in peace 


ee 


/ 
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by relieving their prince. And in this be af- 

firmed that princes ought to be obeyed though 

they were evil; according to the command of 
st. Peter, ‘obedite prepositis;’ for although they 

were not good in themselves, yet, as they 

commanded many good things to be observed, . 
they ought tu be obeved; and put them in, 
inind that, ‘ Sicut princeps tenctur regere rega- 
liter, sic plebs obedire.’—On his second division, 

relating to sound Counsel, he urged this text, 
‘Salus ubi inulta consi-ia,’ and told them that an 
elephant had three properties, the one, in that 
he wanted a gall ; ie Qnd for that he was in- 
flexible and could not bow; and the 3rd, in 

that he was of a most sound and perfect mc- 
mory ; all which properties he wished might 
be in all Counsellors. That for their wanting 
a gall, they aight be thereby free from all 

malice, rancour and envy; by being inflexible, 
that they should not stoop to any reward, nor 
in judgment respect any person; and of a 
sound memory, that they by calling to mind 
dangers past, might prevent perils to come.— 
Ilis last topic, for the relief of the king; he 
urged that it ought to be done with all read)- 
ness ‘ot: mind, considering that God, by the 
young prinee, his chosen vessel, there before. 
them, had not only governcd them im safety, 
but had also given to them many honourable 
victories and great conquests; all which ought- 
to enforce them more willingly to offer, that 
their grants should be mure readily taken. 
Lastly, he desired the Commons to go together 
and chuse their Speaker and present him the 
next day. a - 

Sir 1. Nanton elected Speaker.| Accord- 
ingly, they presented sir Thomas Nanton, knt. 
tor their Speaker, before the king and lords, 
whuse excuse being not allowed, he, with the. 
usual protestation, was accepted of, 

‘Like Commons consulted in a Case of Prece- 
dency in Peerage.| But the business of this 
session was much interrupted by a quarrel be 
tween two great men about a right of prece- 
dency. John Mowbray, earl marshal, and Rd. 
Beauchamp; carl of Warwick, were the two 
antagonists ; und each laid claim to the higher 

lace in the parlament-house. They were, 
wever, commanded nat to eome to the house 
till the matter between them was fully heard ; 
and Icarned counsel was allowed them to plead 
and speak to their respective claims. ‘The 
duke of Gloucester, as protector, with the bis 
shops and the rest of the peers, sat as judges ; 
and they, with the inembers of the lower house, 
were ail sworn to give upright judgmeut in the 
cause, without favour or affection.—Sir lt, 
Cotton has taken pains to extract, from the 
record, the substance of the pleas on both 
sides ; which is prefixed to bis account of the 
proceedings of this parl.—The counsel for both 
these earls having finished their pleas and de- 
manded judgment; it mght perhaps have pe» 
lexed the ministry how to please them buth, 
tae that a method was devised to do it effec- 
tually. ‘ihe carl marshal had becn privately 


‘required to put in his claim for being restored 
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to the title uf duke of Norfolk; according to 
the cr@yuion af Thomas his tather, and as bro- 
ther and heir to ‘Thomas, who dicd without 
issue, sun of the said Thowas his father ; which 
clam, when it was publicly made, was, tor se- 
veral reasons, granted and contirmed by par. 
And thereby the Irecedency was placed out 
of the reach of dispute. 
al Subsidy granted.) In this parl. the for- 
mer subsidy un wools was granted fur 3. years 
longer; and tonnage and poundage for 1 vear: 
upon condition, that foreign merchants should 
be strictly looked to for their duties. 
Petitions.|~ Qu Peution of Ann, late wile 
to Edmund earl of March and Ulster, ir was 
ordained that the said Ann shonld have livery 
of her dower, on tinding of any oitices atter 
the death of the said earl, and upon her vath 
not to marry. ‘That part relatiny to the othces 
we do not understand; but this lady was the 
widuw of the suid earl of March; and dying 
without issue, he tett his honour and estate to 
R. Plantagenet, earl of Cambridze, his sister's 
son; who, being thereby heir to Lionel duke 
of Clarence, first began the Contest, between 
the two houses, for the crown of England.—A 
pettion of the commons was exhibited this 
1. That all parsons, vicars, and others, 
ving cures, and not resident upon them, 
may tourteit their benefices; one half to the 
king and the other half to the patron.” An- 
swer. The king hath commanded the abp. of 
Canterbury and York to provide a remedy.— 
There are several other matters relating to 
more private affairs, in the abridyment, which 
we shall pass over; and ouly mention one 
which has a more pablic concern, and which 
Cotton hath given us in these words :— It is 
enacted, that the quarrel and combat, betwiat 
the duke of Gloucester and the duke of Bur- 
gundy, do in no case proceed; but that the 
sanc by the king’s letters patents be com- 
nutted to the old French king, the king’s 
mother, and the regent of France; and that 
the duke of Burguudy do deliver iato inditter- 
ent hands the person of my lord of Glou- 
cester.”” 
Several acts passed for the benefit of the 
Nation.) In this parl. there were several acts 
passed tor the public benefit. The chicf of 
which are: I. Against the exportation of sheep 
beyond sea, without the king’s licence; be- 
cause by carryimg of sheep into Flanders, and 
ather parts, the wool ot England would at 
geayth become of little value, and the woollen 
manufacture of the nation be greatly din:i- 
uished. ‘To remedy this,they laid on a heavy 
tax of 43s. a sack upon exported wools, which 
was 10s, more than ever was paid betore tor 
the like quantity. —IJ. For the exportation of 
Lutter and cheese, to encourage husbandry ; 
siving the chanc. of England leave to vrant 
licences, at his discretion, to such persons as 
siall desire ty vend the suid articles in foreign 
parts, as well as at the great staple at Calais. 
—IIl. That all merchant strangers, within 15 
sa he they are landed, in any port of this 
YOL. 1, 
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kingdom, shall take lodzings or other habita- 
tions, in the town or place where the port is, 
under some Englishmen; and shall not make 
any sale of any govds or merchandize tll they 
are so settled; and then shall sei all their 
merchandize within’ 40 davs naxt ensuing ; and 
if any gouds remain unsoid after that thac they 
shall be torteated to the king’s use. This act 
was intended tor a double beneht; first, that 
the king might not be detranded of his cus- 
toms; and next, that strangers might not by 
keeping of their goods and merchandizes, une 
derstand the wanis of the nation and so raise 
the prices. 

Quarrel between the Lord Protector, and the 
bp. of Winchester reterred to Puri.| About 
this tine it was, that a dangerons quarrel was 
set on fout between two very great men, both 
clnef supporters tu the house of Lancaster, 
Wumphrey Jord protector, and Heary Beau- 
tort, the rich bff. of Winchester, great uncle 
to the king. ‘The latter of these, by his mag- 
nificence and grandeur, seemed so much to 
out-sbine the Protectear himself, theugh almost 
on the throne, that be drew on hin the edium 
wid jealousy of the other. The hanghty spirit 
of the bp. beang legate to the pope m ineland, 
was so great, that the Protector could not en- 
dure Ins pride; and such an nnplacable eninity 
vrew between them, that great parties were 
raised, on both sides, for each other’s delence. 
In short, a civil war it was much dreaded 
would be the consequence; and, all their mue 
tual ¢riends could do, was not suincicnt to pa-_ 
city the inind of the Protecio., or to make the 
Prelate yield any further, than, as he thought, 
was becoming his high place and state. In 
this situation the bp. however, thought proper 
to-write a letter to the duke of Bedtord, re- 
gent of France, to come over aud endeavour 
to heal matters between them. The duke 
came accordingly, and calling a council of the 
chief nobility at st. Albans, many hort contests 
arose; and, nothing being concluded at that 
tume, it was adjourned to Northampton, but 
to as little purpose ; till, at last, it was deter- 
mined, that these diterences should be referred 
to parl. 

Al Parl. called.) Accordingly, writs of sum- 
mons were issucd out, dated Westminster,: 
Jan. 7, 1426, for one to meet, at Leicester, 


on the 18th of Feb. At which time and: place 


being assembled, in the great hall of the castle 
of Leicester, much care had becn taken to 
prevent any tumults between the wreat trains 
af the protector and the bishop, by strictly 
prolubiting any person whatsvercr, to come 
thither with swords or any other warlike wea- 
pon. Which order, though it was literally ob- 
served, yet the lords and their attendants 
came armed with batts, or great clubs, on their 
shoulders ; from whence this meeting got.the 
name of the “ Parliament of Bats ;” but this, 
also, as soon as it was taken notice of, was pro- 
bitnted. Being all, at length, sat in a peace. 
anle manner, as atoresaid, the young king 
being there, also, present, the bp. of Win- 
2A . 
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chester, as ld. chanc. of England, declared 
the cause of the summons, in a very short 
Manners for, atter telling tiveit that the king's 
will w ss, that all estates should enjoy their 
hberties, he took his subject froin these words 
of st. Paul: Sec facite ut salci sitis. These 
the learned prelate divided into .3) parts, and 
reterred theni: © First to God, tor protecting 
the faith of the church, against all i INVASIONS 
trom lollards and ences? : ‘4aadly, bv i imparting | 
sound counsel > and, lastly, by granting the 
several necdiul subsidies. By which, he 
atirmed, three virtues and convemences 
would fotlow, 
his taith; honour to the eae by recen ins 
good advice: and poace to the subj ect,’ by 
their liberal grants. Im all which he desired, 
that every estate of this parl, would labour ; 
and that the commons would chuse, aud the 
hext day present, ther Speaker,’ 

Sir BR. Vernon chosen Sneaker, 
letters patents were read, whereby he appointed 
John duke of Bediord his comminsioner, ta 
prorogue and dissolve this park at his pleasure. 
VYhe same, day the conmons presented, betore 
the king, sir Tad. Vernon, knight, to be their 
Speaker; why, wila the common protestation, 
Wis alhowaal: 

Lhe Lord Protector and the bn. ef Winches- 
ter reconciled, 
their creat dislike to the disscntions between 
cuuke Hamp hrev and the bp. ot Winchester, 
aud moved for their reconcilement. On whic h, 
the duke of Bedtord, some bps. and other lords, 
anade a solemn decree amongst themselves, 
to hear and determine the sau ditterence, 
Without favour or affection. Which order, 
atrer every one of the lords had sworn to ob- 
serve, they sent a copy of it to the commons. 
They then proc ceded in the matter r, and, at 
length, caused the said duke and bp. by their 
formal instruments; to have their disputes 
compromuscd, and referred to the decision of 
a sclect committee of certain bps. and lords; 
who, after some time, came to this resolu- 
tion: first, that the said bp. of Winchester 
should sabinit himself to the king’s merey : 
which he did accordingly, And, then the 
duke of Bediord, in open part. pronounced 
the said bp. inocent of what was alledged 
against bim, in thar he procured a person to 
murder the date king, when he was prince, 
as the snurderer imesclt contessed who was 
drown ed by the earl of Arundel. And, also, 
in that he should counsel and advise the Br 
rmece to have depascd Henry IV. his tather. 
eal i was awarded hy the said com- 
muirtee, that the bp. should acknowledce his 
ottence to the duke of Gloucester, and, 1 asub- 
Mussive manpver, ask bis pardon; that the said 
duke should treely forgive him ; ‘and. in token 
of a thorough reconciliation, each sHoild take 
the other hy the hand, which was ac cordingly | 
done before the whole assembly, Some time 
ater the bp. of Winchester petitio: ed ye 
par, to be discharged of the great seal, 
chancellor, wich, by common consent, was 
grauicd. 


viz. glory to God, by protectiig 


The k3 He P| 


Vhen the commons expressed > 


This is all the account which sir R. Cotton 
has thought fit to extract, relating to this strong 
- contention between these two noblemen ; “who, 
though so nearly related as uncle and nephew, 
yet still carried on that implacable malice 
against cach other, which ended not but in the 
death of one or both of them. However, the 
chronicies of Hall and Hollmgshead are not 
sy silent in (his matter’; they tell us, that when 
the alkuir of the quarrel Wits ‘brought hetore a 
‘par and cach party allowed to plead his 
| cuuse frecly, the Protector, who Josked upon 
| hinself as tie person agerieved, exhibited tve 
' Articles against the Bishop, to all which he 
was ureed to give in his Answer, Which Artis 
® cles und Answers are as tollow: 


Articles of Accusation presented to the Parl. 
bp the Duke of Gloucester, against Henry. 
Bishop of V inchesler, with jus duswers to 
then severally, 


I, ‘Yhat Rd. Woodvile, esq. keeper of the 
ftower of London, did by the imstieation and 
i cncourazement of the said bp. of Wine hester, 
lle ‘ny admittance to him the sud duke of 
Gloucester, then being Protector of the king- 
dom, into the tower, contrary to reason and 
duty, and in derogation to the kine’s authority, 
—To this Article’ the bp. answ ered, “ That 
| while the d.of Gloucester was gone inte Waa 
nault, it happened that many punphiets and 
reports being dispersed up and down the city 
of London tending to rebe ion, it was ordered 
by the lords of his miyesty’s s council, that Rad. 
| Woodvile, esq. should with a sufficient number 
uf armed men have the keeping of the tower, 
| and should not permit any man to come into. 
the tower stronger than himself, without the 
specitd commandment of the king, by the ad- 
vice of bis council. After this strict charge 
i the d. of Gloucester returning out of Hainault, 
sand not approving the fortitving the tuwer, 
told the citizens, who were dissatixticd at it, 
| That liad he been in England it should not 
have been so; and immediately going to the 
“tower demanded admittance, but Woodvile, 
not daring to give him entrance, caine to the 
i bp. of Winchester for vice, who told him, 
| “that the duke of Gloucester took more upon 
i tim than he ought, and that before he admitted 
(him inte the tower, he ought to provide himself 
a suflicient warrant of the kt: ng and council for 
"his so doing contrary to the former order.”— 
(UE. That the bp. of Winchester, without the 
i advice or conse nt of the d. of Gloucester, or of 
| lis mayestw’s Privy Council, contrived and pure. 
posed to lay hands onehis maiesty’s pers, 
to have removed him trom Eltham, the piace 
that he was then in, to Windsor, there to pul 
lum under the govt, of such persons 2s he, 
pleased.—The bp.’s Answer to this Article wars 
i ‘That he ater could propound to himself 
any advantage by removing the kg, oF tuking 
| hita into his custody or ch tree, nor did ever 
iatend to meddie with wy thing about the 
King’s person without the advice of the Wa 
council, 4s in time and place be could oe 


ad 


$57] PARL, HISTORY, 6 Wexry VY, 1428,—the Bp. of Winchester, with his Answers, [358 


Mi. That the bp. of Winchester knowing that 
the d. of Gloucester had resolved to prevent 
his design of seizing the king’s person at Elt- 
bam, laid wait for him, by piacing armed men 
at the end of London-bridge, and in the win- 
dows of the chambers and celiars in South- 
wark, to have killed him, if he had passed that 
way; all whichis against the king’s peace, and 
duty of a truc subject.—The bp.’s defence 
was, That true indeed it is, that he did pro- 
tide a certam number of armed inen, and set 
them at the foot of London-bridge, and other 
places, without any intention to du-any budily 
hanu to the d. of Gloucester, but merely ror 
his own satety and defence, being informed by 
several credible persons, that the d. of Glou- 
cester had purposed bodily harm to him, and 
gathered together a company of citizens tor 
that end.”—IV. That the late king Henry V. 
told him, that when he was prince, a man was 
seized in Ins chamber, who was hid behind the 
hangings, and confessed after his apprehension, 
that he was set at work by the bp. of Win- 
chester, to kill the prince in his bed. He was 
delivered to the earl of Arundel, who drowned 
him in «sack in the Thames.—To this accusa- 
tion the bp, replied, “ That he was ever a 
true and faichtul subject to his sovercigns, and 
never purposed or contrived any treason 
against any of thcir persons, and especially 
agunst lis sovereign lord Henry V. And this 
he thought was sutticiently evident to any, that 
considered tbe great wisdom and courage of 
the said king, and the great trust he reposed in 
him so long as he remained king, which he 
would not have dove bad he taund him puity 
of such untaithtulness to him while he was 
prince.”"——V. That the bp. of Winchester in 
the sickness of k. Henry [V. advised his son 
prince Heurv, to assume the govt. of the na- 
tion before his father’s death, as the said prince 
himself told hnn.—The bp. replied, “ That 
this was mere calumny, which could not be 
proved ; aud he hoped the parl, would appoint 
them judees, that he mivht vindicate bis ho- 
nour, or else Jeave him to sue out his right be- 
fore suitable Judges.”-~VI. That the bp. of 
Winchester had, in his jetter to the duke of 
Bedford, plainly declared his malicious purpase 
of assembling the people, and stirring up 4 re- 
beilion in the nation, coutrary to the king’s 
peace.—The bishop’s answer was, ‘ That he 
never had any intention to disturb the peace 
of the nation, or raise any rebellion, but sent 
to the duke of Bedtord to come over im haste 
to settle all things that were prejudicial to the 
peace ; and though he had indeed written in 
the letter, « ‘That if he tarried, we shall put 
the land in adventure by a field, such a brother 
you have here ;’ he did not mean it of any de- 
sign of his own, but concerning the seditious 
awembles of masons, carpenters, tilers and 
plaistcrers, who being distasted by the late act 
of parl. against excessive wages of those trades, 
had given out imany seditivus speeches and 
Mcnacc's against the great men, which tended 
auch ta rebellion; and yet the duke of Glou- 


cester did not use his endeavour, as he ought 
to have done in his place, to suppress such une 
lawful assemblies, so that he feared the king 
and bis good subjects must have made a field 
to withstand them: to prevent which, he 
chicly desired the duke of Bedturd to come 
over.” 
Vins charge, and the answers to it, being - 
thus delivered into the parl. the further eyami- 
nation of it was by the houses dcevelyed upon a 
sclect number of lords, who having thoroughly 
examined allmatters, acquitced the bp and bya 
formal award enjoined them to be firm trends 
for the future; and by such inducements 
wrought upon them, that they shook hands, 
and parted with all outward signs ot perfect 
love and agreement, which gave a mighty sas 
ustaction to all people, both of the clergy 
and kuty., And the king, by the advice of his 
council, made a magninecnt feast at Whit 
suntide, to rejoice for this happy reconcilia- 
tion. After this the parl. sat til June the 
15th 53 but did nothmg moré than raire a sup» 
ply of men and money to carry on the cous 
quest of France, which were gathered out of 
the great citics and tawns af the kingdom 
chicfly. ; 
A Parl, called.| A fresh supply being much 
wanted for the war, writs of summons were 
issued for calling a parl. to meet at Westmin 
ster, Oct, 14th, 1128, When being ull asseme 
bled betore the king, in the Painted Chanber’ 
ofthe palace, John itcinpe, abp, of York, thea 
chancellor, opened the cause of the summons, 
taking tor his test these words, out of Macca- 
bees, Sine providentia regalia mpossibile est 
pasem reeibug dare,” from which he deduced 
two heads of discourse. ‘The Ist was the duty 
of the prince towards his subjects; and the 
other the duty of the subjects to their prince. 
The 1st of these he again subdivided into 3 


‘other points belonging to it; that the subjects 


should be defended from any foreign invasion ¢ 
thatjustice shouldbe qiditterentlvadimimstered ; 
and that peace should be kept within the 
realm, Three things, he said, also belonged 
to, the subjects; ist, that they should grave 
larce supplies for their better defence im tinie 
of war; in peace, that they would readily obey 
their magistrates, and meckly to submit thein- 
selves to the known Jaws of the land. Al] 
which the better to accomplish, the king had 
called this parl, and coufinned all their bers 
ties: and that business might be svoner begun 
and ended, he desired the Commons to make 
choice of a Speaker, and present hun the next 
day before the king,” 

John Tyrril, esq. elected Speer | Accord~ 
ingly the commons chose John Tyrril, esq. 
whose excuse not being allowed, with the — 
usual protestation, he was admitted. This 
parL is said to have sat, from the date afore- 
said, to ‘the 8th of Dec.; but no account of 
any business done at it is given us, By reason 
of the Curistinas holidays, it was then pro- 
rogued, by the lord protector, to the 28th c# 
Jan. 1429, ad 
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«A Subsidy and a Pol!-tax granted.] The 
first thing we find then mentioned 1s the grant 
of a lurge Subsidy, which was 3s, a tun for all 
wine mported, and 12d. in the pound for all 
merchandize. Besides this, there was a kind 
of a Poll-Tasx granted, which, thongh not ¢e- 
neral, was laid on every parish that was worth 
10 marks per an.; 10 of the chictest  parish- 
ioners in it were to pay 6s. 8d. a head. And 
m every parish that was worth 101, a year, the 
like number of parishioners were cach to pay a 
mark. In all corporations, it was ordained, 
that every person, worth above 20s. besides 
his apparel and houschold goods, should pay 
4d. each to the king; and so proportionably 
for every 20 they were worth more; by which 
means tisis tax raised considerable sums in the 
cities aud b sroughs.—Several useful statutes 
were passed in this parl.: the tiles of which 
will be found in List of’ Acts given at the end 
of tins reign. 

Motiin for explaining the Title of Protec- 
tor.] Althengh the breach between duke 
Humphrey and the bp. of Winchester had been 
in some measure closed bya formal concord and 
agreement, made publicly in the last parl. yet 
it was tou wide at first, ever to admit of a tho- 
rough re-union. The prelate, by his interest, 
had tuund means to obtain a cardinal’s hat 
from Rome; and by this elevation in the 
church thought himself more than equal, in 
dignity, to the Protector of Englind. The 
Jatter’s jealousy, in being eclipsed, occasioned 
a motion being made, in this pari. to both 
houses, by himscl, tor explaining the Title and 
Power of ua Protector, or Defender of the 
Realm ; affirming, that he would not sit in the 
house tll he understood whut it was, since, as 
he said, people spoke diferently of 1.—This al- 
fair was taken into consideration by the king’s 
council and the lords of parl.; and aficr duc 
deliberation this answer was returned to the 
duke by them, ‘“ That they did not think he 
had any great right to be Protector, vet to 
satisfy his desire they were content he should 
be so, and liave such power as was allowed 
him by pari. in the 1st of this reign. But, that 
the name of the Protector and Defender m- 
ported, only, a personal duty of attendance, in 
the actual detence of the realm aguinst foreign 
enemies and inward rebels; and not parti- 

cular authority, such as properly belongs to 


tutors, licutenants, governors or regents, for if 


they had designed otherwise they then would 
have expressed it at the tune aforesaid. Thus, 
it was allowed that in council, as principal 
counsellor, he had pre-emimence ; but in parl. 
he had no claim to any higher place than as 
duke of Gloucestcr ; so they desired him to be 
Gontent with his place im parl. and with the 
other power assigned him, for they should 
azrce to no other determination.” ‘This order, 
or award, was subscribed by all the bps. lords, 
and others of the king’s council there present. 
- Lastly, it was enacted, by consent of varl. 
that the lords of the king’s council should hare 
ful] power tg determine all Petitions not yet 


ended, with the advice of the jndzes. And 
accordingly several bills and petitions were 
answercd and indorsed, by certain lords, 
named in the record, who met m the Stare 
Chamber for that purpose. 

A temule Kemonstrance to Parl. against the 
Duke.] Stowe tells us of an odd affair thet 
he savs happened in this parl. which was this : 
“ one mrs. Stokes, with divers other stout woe 
men of London, of good account and well ap- 
parclled, cume openly to the upper house of 
parl. and delivered letters to the duke of Glou- 
cester, to the abps. and other lords there pre- 
sent, containing matters of rebuke and sharp 
reprehension to the said duke of Gloucester, 
because he would not deliver his wite Jaque- 
line out of her grievons imprisonment, being 
then detained prisoner by the duke of Bur- 
eundy, and sud¢ring her there to remam Un- 
kindly, whilst he kept ancther adulteress, cone 
trary to the law of God and the honourable 
estute of matrimony.” But what good success 
this virtuous remonsirance from the ladies met 
with, aur author is silent, ; 

A Parl, culted. Auother pari. was sum- 
moned to mect at’ Westminster, on the 22nd 
of Sept. 1429; and being all assembled, the 
kine himeclt siting in the chair of state, in the 
Painted Chamber, John abp. of York, lord 
chanc. opened the cause of this summons, an- 
der these words of st. Luke, ‘quomodo stabrt 
regnum,’ &c. From which text he argued, 
“ That inthe realm of Fnglind, 3 causes were 
tu be noted which hindered its advancement: 
1st, want of faith was the root of all vice, ‘co 
quod sine fide impossibile est placere Deo ; the 
Ond, want of fear, which was the chier im every 
ood inind, ‘nani qui wibil umer, negliget 7” and 
lastly, the want of upright justice, the pillar of 
evcry kingdom; for, ‘ex Justitia sequitur pax, 
et ex pace rerun abundantia MAXTIKVE procrea- 
tur.” Instead of these 3 virtues, 3 abmninable 
vices were spruny up; namely, infidelity, by er 
rors and heresies; obstinacy, instead of fear; 
and oppression i the place of justice. Through 
infidelity, the late troubles in Germany, and 
the destruction of the kingdom of Bohemia, 
had happened. Fear, he again divided in 
two parts; the one spiritual and virtuous, a$ 
fearing God, and inau tor God ; the other car- 
nal and vicious, from whence sprung murmurs 
and rebellion, which would procure such de- 
struction as happened to Dathan and Abiram. 
From oppression ensued the transferring of 
kingdoins, according to the wise man, § regnuma 
alicnun in regnum transfertur propter myustle 
tias ct injurias.’ But that if true faith, due 
fear. and strict justice was restored, there was 
then no doubt but this would be a flourishing 
kingdom. He concinded, that as the prince 
was bound to defend the subjcets, and to keep 
peace, so oaght the subjects to grant largely 
to the prince out of their goods, that he might 
be enabled to perform the same, to which en 
the said parl. was called. He then directed 
the commons to chouse their Speaker, and 
prescut him as usual.” 


—_——- 2 2 
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the present king and his father, that he would 
grant him a full pardon for whatever he had 
acted contrary to the laws, particularly im rc= 
vard to the statute of premunire, “This petiq 
tion was granted; and consequently the curdi- 
nal was sereencd froin all prosecutions. ‘'wo 
acts were also passed in the curdinal’s favour, 
at this time, relating to some loans of mone 
he had lent the king on his jewels ; oles 
will be mentioned in the sequel, 

Authority was given to the kings council to 
make securities to several creditors of t he 
crown, for the sum of 50,00Ul, It was also 
ordained, that the treasurer and victualler of 
the important town of Calais shall receive a 
certain quantity of mercantile or staple ware, 
and other revenues within the said town, for 
the payment of the garrison there, and the ne- 
cessary reparations. 

Another Subsidy granted.} On the 25d of 
Feb. this parl. granted the king the same 
Subsidy on, wools as was granted in former 
parliaments for two years. And at the same 
time they consented to shorten the payment of 
the last 20th and 15th, to relieve the pressing 
necessities of the state. 

Articles for the Regulation of the Ring's 
Council] Betore they were dissolved they 
also agreed upon certain articles, 18 in nuw- 
ber, fur the better regulation of the king's 
council. All which said arucles, every one of 
the lords of the councid, whose nanes are 
there specified, promised taitlitully to per 
forin, Cotton bas made but two observauons 
on these Articles: the one, that the dukes of 
Bedford aud Gloucester were accounted no 
higher in council than as two of the same 
body; the other, that all such officers, civil oF 
military, who have served the king and his fa- 
ther faithfully, should be first preferred to 
places and benetices in the kiny’s gilt. 

Acts relating to Privilege— Veights and 
Measures—Votes for Knights of the Shire, &e.} 
Among the acts passed in this pal. the follow- 
ing cannot be omitted in these inquiries.— , 
The 1st was, “ That the bps. and the interior 
clergy, coming to attend icir service in part. 
shall have the same privilege, in regard 
protection of their servants, @s the peers of the 
rcalm.—That every: city, borough, and town in 
the kingdom, shall have at their own charge & 
common balauce and weights, scaled accord 
ing to the standard of the exchequer, in the 
keeping of the mayor or constable. At which 
balance all the inbabitants of the same city or 
town were to weigh without paying any thing ; 
but strangers were to pay & small premium 
there specified.” It was also enacted, “ That 
whereas knights of the shire had of tate been 
chosen by outrageous and excessive numbers 
of people, and of small substance: for the fu< 
ture, the said knights shall be elected in every 
county by people dwelling and resident in the 
said counties, whercot cvery one shall have, i 
lands or tenements, to the value of 40s. by the. 
year, at the least, above ull charges; and that 


they which shall be so chosen shall be dwells, 


ae 


A Speaker chosen.]_, The next day the com- 
mous came again betore the king and lords, 
when certain of their members iturmed the 
house that they had chosen Win. Allington, 
esq. to be their Speaker, but desired a respite 
of two days before they presented him; which 
being granted, the said Win. Allington, vn the 
4th day of the sessiun, made the usual protesta- 
tion, and was allowed. 

The King crowned and the Protectorship dis- 

solted.| During the sitting of this parl. the 
king, having now entered into the 9th year of 
his age, it was thought prupcr to admit lim, as 
it were, into his regal dignity by a coronation, 
Accordingly, on the 6th of Nov. the ceremony 
nas performed at Westminstcr, with great 30- 
lennity: and very soon after, @ motion was 
made is) the house of lords, ‘ That vince the 
king had taken upon him the protection and 
deeace of the realm by his coronation, the 
name and power of protector and detender, 
granted to the dukes of Bedford and Glou- 
cester, from the day of the suid coronation, 
should utterly cease. And that they, the 
suid dukes, should have the name of principal 
comscllors only, any order to the contrary 
notwithstanding.” Which motion, after some 
d-bate, was agreed to by the whole heise; 
and the duke of Bedford standing up, in full 
pari, did relinquish the eaid titles, as to his 
own person, so as that the said reluase should 
fo wav hurt his title as duke of Bedford. 

A Subsidy granted.| ft was not till the 12th 
of Dec. that a supply was granted by this parl. 
of one whole 10th and one 15th, to be levied 
on the laity; though afterwards, on the 20th 
of the same month, the Commons, at the spe- 

cial instance and desire of the bp. of Wiuches- 

ter, just then mude a cardinal, granted an- 
other 10th and a 15th, to be levied as above. 
They also cave the king a grant of tunnage 
and poundage, to continue «ll the next pari. 
On the same day the chancellor prorogued 
the parl. unto Monday next after the feast of 
st. Hilary next ensuing, on account of the ho- 
Ivdavs. 

The Cardinal in great esteem with the Com- 
die Being again assembled, the first thing 
they did was, to take under consideration the 
present high estate of the cardinal bp. af Wins. 
chester; because that dignity exempted him 
from being of the king's council, but at his 
own pleasure. Theretare the rest of the bps. 
and lords consented to join in an humble re- 
quest to the said cardinal, that he would 
vouchsafe to be made one of the council, un- 
der a testation that the said cardinal 
sheild absent himself in all affairs and coun- 
cils of the king, whenever the pupe or see of 
Rome was concerned in them. Which re- 
quest, so made, the cardinal condescended to 
grant under the said condition. ‘This high 
Priest was at that time in such estimation also 
with the commons, that they unanimously 
joined in a Petition to the king, praying him, 
that, m consideration of the great and notable 
serviccs he had done the crown, both under 
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mg and resident within the said counties.—In 
the parl. forh Ueury VI. an, 1492, it was de- 
clared, “ Uhat the said 40%. per an. must be 
freehold.” ‘Lhis statute is in torce at this dav; 


but the difference in the value of money then. 


and now will be best ascertained by the price 
Of provisions near this period, 

Petitions aid Aasaers.|  Arnongst the Peti- 
tions there are also some, which, with their 
answers, deserve our notice. —P,. ‘Phat the sta- 
tutes, made on all appeals tor tales done out 
of the reann, shall be tried hetore the consta- 
ble and marshal of Encland; and that all done 
within the realm be tricd by the laws of the 
nation. A. The statutes nude for that pur- 
pose shill be kept.—l’. ‘That sheritts, and 
such other officers, be not impeached by pro- 
cess out of the exchequer, for timgs not levi- 
able. A. The king's council shall have power 
to determine this matter —P. That all bur- 
gesses of parl, inay hava their writs to the 
sticrik of the same shire, to levy their fees and 
wages. A. ‘The king will be advised. —P. 
Phat all such soldiers as pass throueh the 
realm tuuy pay for their victuais and lodging. 
A. The king will be adviscd.—P. That all 
Fands whatsoever do contribute to the pay- 
ment of knight's fees coming to parl. eacept- 
ing the lands of bps. peers, and towns who 
send burgesses. A. The same as before. 

Procucge of Parl.) Complaint being made 
to the counnons, that one Win. Larke, ser- 
vant to Wim. Mildred, one of the burgesses tor 
London, was coumitted to the Fleet on an 
execution of debt; he was mnmediately dis- 
charced by the privilege of the house; and 
authority given to the chanc. to appoint cer- 
tain persons, by commission, to apprchend him 
@tter the end of the par, 

A Parl, culled.}| On the 7th of Nov. writs 
were issued for a parl. to assemble at Westin. 
on the 12th of Jan. 1431; being met in the 
Painted Chamber, Humphrey, duke of Glou- 
cester, called now Guardian or Keeper of 
England, being seated in the chair ee 
the commons being aiso present, commanded 
Wm. Linwood, doctor of laws, to open the. 
cause of the summons, John Kempe, abp. of 


“York and chauc. being absent by sickness; who’ 


took tor his theme, ‘ Firmabitur solium regni 
ejus.’ On this he endeavourcd to demonstrite, 
“ That the king and kingdom ought to be 
established by a three-fold virtue. The 1st, 
by unity, the 2d, peace, and the 3d, by jus-. 
tice. 
viz. § collectivam,’ as in gathering goods to- 
gether; the other, ‘ constitutivam,’ as in com- 
paring the several members of a man's bodv; 
the 3d, § consentaneam,’ as in .union of each 
body mystical, or politic. Peace, was, also, 
threefold; peace monastical, which every man 


hath over himself; economical, as relating to |. 


the govt. over his houschold; and_ political, 
whereby the good estate of the king is best 
secured. And, lastly, Justice had its 3 parts; 
the 1st, every subjcct’s due obedience to the 


‘ magygistrates; the 2d, by advising his neigh- 
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Unity he subdivided into other 3. parts, . 
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bours and equals; and. the last, in relieving 
the poor. He concluded with observing, Uhas 
the aforesaid unity was much broke wiihin the 
kingdom by whisperers and inisdoers; tron, 
which an utter subversion was hke to ensue. 
That it was the king’s full desire that every 
estate in the realm should enjoy all their just 
libertics; and prayed the commons to choose 
their Speaker, and present hin the next day 
to the Guardian.” 

A Speaker chosen.| The same diay the coins 
wions made a report of thew Speaker, as in 
the last parl.; and on Jan, 15, they presented 
Jobn Tyrrel, esq. whose excuse being refused; 
with the accustomed protestation, Le was al- 
lowed. 

A Subsidy granted.| The first thing that 
they went upon in this parl, was the supply; 
and a grant was agreed on, of one 10th and 
one 15th, and a third of both. They, also, 
gave tonnage and poundage tor two years, 
with a subsidy of the like value on all imer- 
chants, aliens, over and above the said ton- 
nave and poundage, The commons, also, 
granted to the king 90s, from every laymen 
holding a knight’s tee, and according to the 
value under or over. The same trom the 
clergy for all lands purchased siuce the 20th 
Edw. I, And that all other persous having 
hereditainents to the value of 20]. aver all res 
priscs, not held as above, shall, also, pay 20s. 
and so according to rate. This is quother ing 
stance of a tax on lands and tenements, It 
was ordained, that the king’s ¢ouncil, and 
other head ofticers, should have yearly out of 
the exchequer, by wav of reward, such fees as 
are there particularly mentioned. And, at 
the same tine authority was given to the king’s | 
council, to make securities to the king’s cres 
diturs, for the loan of 50,0001. as in the last 
parl, Several acts relating to Bastardy, Exe- 
cutors of Wills, Hindrance of Navigation by 
the Welch, &c. were passed in this parl. for 
the titles of which sce the list of acts. | 

A charge of bastardy was alledzed against 
Eleanor the wife of James lord Audley, whe 
claimed the inheritance of Edmund earl of 
Kent, as being his eldest daughter, and a les 
citimate issue, or mulier, by, Constance. his 
wife; for the proof of which, she had pro- 
cured a certificate from the ordinary. Against 
this claim, the other daughters of the. sad 
Edmund earl of Kent presented a petition ta 
parl. alledging, that the said Eleanor was a 
bastard; that her mother Constance, the late 
wite to Tho. Despenser, was never marricd to 
the suid earl; and that the said certiheate 
brought from the ordinary, was obtained liy 
fraud. All this being fully proved, in order 
to prevent such proceedings fur the future, aa 
act was made. 

Petitions.] The following are the most re+ 
markable petitions presented to this parl.— 
P. That all outlawries in actions personal, 
pronounced betore the statute or Additions, 
made the ist of Hy. V. may be pardoned. 


A.. The king will be advised —P, That in tbs 


TT a 
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—bLonenim cst potestas,’ 
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wrt of forging of false deeds, the  venire 
facias’ may be of both counties, as well where 
the lind doth lie, as where the writ is br ought. 
A. The sume as betore.—P. That the statute 
made 8 Hy. VIL ec. 2, touching Demnark, 
may be utterly void and evoked. A. The 
king expects to hear trom his anibassador at 
that court; and in the mean time will be ad- 
vised. —P.-’The cammons of Northumberland, 
Cumberland, Westmoreland. and the bishopric 
of Durham, pray, that the merchants of New- 
castle, may, at all mines buy, and transport 
their own. “woos A. The king will be ad-| 
vised. —P. Phat attachments and prohibitions 
avainst tvthe of great wood, may be granted 
to every person out of either of the bene hes. 
A. The sane.—P. That two persons in every 
hundred of the realm, may by commission, be 
apnmnted to search the due making of w oollen 
cloths, and to seal the same, taking id. <A. 
The hing will be advised. 

In considc ration of 2udl. paid by the mer- 
chants of the isle of Elv to certain persons of 
the county of C ainbridge, to buy 20 inarks of 
land by the yeurs; it ds enacted, That the 
suid inhabitants for ever shall be discharged 
from paying any thing towards the fers of 
knights of the shire for "Cambridyshire.” 

A Peace with the Se ee We have no ac- 
count how long this park. sat; 
tellus, that before the dissolution of it, ambas- 
sadurs came from James king of Scots to the 
duke of Gloucester, to desire that a peace 
witht be concluded between the two nations. 
But the duke, nut willing to determine so m- 
portant a matter, 
people, reterred it to the three estates, who, 
ztter long consultation and many debates, 
settled a peace with them. 

A Part. called.) Ou the 25th of Feb. 1452 
writs of summons were issucd out fora part. to 
mect at Westnunster, the 12th of May follow- 
ing, At which tine being assembled, in the 
usual chamber within the palace, the king hini- 
sxliion the throne, and all the lurds and com- 
alia attending, Johu Stattord, bp. of Bath and | 

Wells, then chancellor of England, was com- 
manded to open the cause uf the summons ; 
which he did in this manner, taking for his 
text these words of st. Peter, § Deum timete, 
regem honorificate.”—On w hich words he re- 
marked 2 points, the Ist, a gencral counsel to 
princes, that thev might learn knowledze ; to 
obey and serve God, according to the words of 
the prophet, ‘Nunc reves intellivite, erudi- 
mini qui judicatis terrain, servite domino, in 
timore’”’ “The 2nd, a commandment to sub- 
jects to learn to obey and honour the prince, 
according to the saying of the apostle, ¢ omnis 
aniina sublimioribus potestaunus stldita sit, 
&c. And again, ‘ Red- 
dite omnibus debitay tubutum cu tribuumnn 

est! &e. Which points he learncdly enlarged 
upon, and ende ‘wvoured to prove hy many ex- 
anples, authorities, and similitudes, that the 
king and realm of Fugland might easily attam 


but historians: 


without the consent of the | 


’ 


& 


fear of God and honour to the prince were in 
the hearts of the subjects; wheretore for the 
attaining thereto, and suopressing such rebels 
as de. spised the nghts of the church, and would + 
destroy the imunisters of the sume, was one 
cause ror the calling this assembly. The other 
was, for the due execution of the laws, which 
was ‘salus cujuslibet civitatis et regent’? And 
the last was, how to find ways and means to 
enrich the subjcets, who fora long tine had 
lived in great want and penury.” He con- 
cluded, as usual, with acquamting them, that 
the king de sired that ev ery estate should enjoy 
itsown due liberties; and that the commons 
should chuse their Speaker, and present him 
the next day to the hiee-On the ond day of 
their sitting, the duke of Gloucester stood up 
1 the are of lords and said, “ That he had 
been informed the commons had made a de-= 
claration, that if they cod understand the. 
lords of the king’s council intended to serve in 
their station with pericet unity, if would 
greatly encourage them to do their parts effec- 
tually. ‘That he promised, for his part, that 
wthough he was chief president of the council, 
vet he would act nothing without the consent 
of the majority of them.” Vhis declaration of 
the duxe’s wus, the next day, made tu the 
commons, by the chancellor. 

John Russell esq. elected Speaker, and a Sub- 
stdy granted.) Vhe day aiter, the commons 
presented to the king Jolin Russel, esq. tor 
the, Speaker, who, making the usual protes- 
talion, was alowed of They then, with the 
consent of the lords, eranted ine 10th aud half 
w 15th; also one year’s subsidy on wools, and 
the same tonnare and poundage, as in the last 
parl. But the king relensed the increase of 6d, 
on every pound, laid then on all merchant 
strangers. 

Another quarrel bet cen Cardinal Beaufort 
and the d. of Gloucester.| A vreat complaint 
was made to the houses, by the cardinal bp. of 
Winchester, that he being i in Fianders, in’ his: 
wav to Rome, was obliged to return back in 
order to clear himsclf from a report that had 
been spread that he was a tranor to the realm; 
ot which the duke of Gleucester, by the hing’s 
command, declared him emiltless, Bue sir R. 
Cotton here remarks, “ that the true reason of 
the cardinal’s sudden return was, that having 
severa] of ihe kine’s jewels in pawn, he had. 
ordered them te be sent after him; which’ 
jewels, by command from the king, or rather 


l the duke of (iloucester, were arrested at Sand- 


wich, This broucht the cardinal back in a 
might¥ potner; au it anpears by the next 
article ma the record, that an order was taken 

that the cardinal slivsild piv to the hice GO00k 

more tor them, and lend to hin besides 14.0001, 

which was done according!y ; and thea be was 
allawed to take thers, or fave them behind. 
him, at his pleasure. The king also, with the- 
consent of the other estates, «1 ranted a pardon 
for all efenees, ond for cll penalties and pains 
incurred by Lim on the siatate of § premunires? 


to the: height of peace and prusperity, if true | thus far sir Robert, but Rapin acquaimtg us, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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that when the jewels the cardinal had in pawn 
were seized at Sandwich, he was then in Flan- 
ders upon the king’s affairs; but, on the news 
of thg seizurc, he came over in all haste to 
London, without leave; which gave the dukc 
of Gloucester occasion to seize his baggage. 
That, on the day after his arrival, he went to 
the house of lords; and said, he was come to 
cle.r himself from the crimes laid to his 
charge, and vindicate his innocency, against 
whoever should be his accuser, That the 
duke of Gloucester not thinking it proper to 
support what he had advanced, the prelate 
was answered, that sincenone appeared to ac- 
cuse him, he was acknowledged as a loyal sub- 
ject. Me thanked the bouse for this declara- 
tion, and desired it might be drawn up in form; 
which was granted. ‘Then he complained, 
that at his arrival at Sandwich his baggage was 
seized; and petitioned the restitution, He 
maintained that the seizure was made without 
cause, and ottered to lend the king 6000I. for 
6 years, on condition, that if the seizure ap- 
peared to be Jawtul, the money lent should be 
forfeited to the king’s usc. He offered more- 
ever to lend him the like sum, and to deter the 
demand of the 13,000 marks, due to him on 
another account, provided the payment of the 
whole should be assigned out of the next sub- 
sidy granted to the king. is offers were ac- 
cepted, and the seizure restured. Thus the 
duke of Gloucester, instead of hurting his 
evemy, had the mertification to see hin re- 
ceive the applauses of hoth houses. Mean- 
while this discord produced very ill etfects, 
As the duke of Gloucester had friends and 
adherents in the council, the opposition, gene- 
rally between the two parties, could not but be 
very prejudicial to the kine’s affairs. For, 
whilst the duke and the cardinal thought only 
of their own private concerns, the war in 
France was neglected, though it’ was more 
necessary than ever to support it with the 
greatest efforts.” 

In this parl. the commons petitioned the 
king, that the fees and wages of the king’s 
judges, serjeants, and attornics, mivht be paid, 
which was ordered accordingly. Aud by order 
ot the houses, certain accountants of the king’s 
household, by name, were pardoned their of- 
fences.—On the petition of Rd. duke of York, 
brother to Fdw. fate duke of York, and cousin 
German to Edm. late earl of March, to have 
livery of all the hereditaments belonging to the 
said duke and earl, by ordinance of parl. they 
were restored to him. This was the duke of 
York, wlw first began the open quarrel be- 
tween the two houses. 

Petitions and dArswers.]—P. That the de- 
feudant in an appeal of maim may make his 
attorney. A. The king will be advised.—P. 
That the statute, 7 H. IV. c. 9, relating to 
Merchants Strangers may be executed with 
this adjunct, viz. pains and penalties on the 
English merchants, and officers of every town 
for not exceuting of it. A. The king will be 


advised-—P. That none be compelled to be 


PARL. HISTORY, 11 Hesxry VI. 1433.—Petitions and Answers. 


_ 


[seu 


examined in parl. or clsewhere, touching his 
frank tenant. A. The same.—P. ‘That such 
persons as shall have their goods taken by the 
merchants of Hans, in their parts, may have 
their remcdy by action at law in London, 


against the Hans merchants .residing in that 


city. A. The sume as belure.—P. ‘That no 
merchant or other person be impeached tor 
the seal of any cloth, broad or narrow, alter 
such time as the alnager has sealed the same, 
and custoin is paid for it. A. The same.— 
P, For speedy redress of and in all actions be- 
longing to such persons, as were members of 
the house of commons. A. The sume.—P, 
That all parsonages appropriated to some re- 
livious house, not endowing of vicars on the 
sainc, may be within 6 months unappropriated. 
A. As before—A motion was made, and 
a device offercd, for the true making of Gas- 
coign wine, A. The king will send this over 
to the officers of Guienne, and appoint them 
to take order thercin.—P. That prohibitions 
and attachments may be had upon the statute 
of the 45 Ed. IIL. against parsons suing tor 
tithe-wood above the age of 20 years. A. The 
statutes, to that purpose provided, shall be ab- 
served.—At the peution of the commons, the 
king released utterly, on account of certain 
doubts, the subsidy granted in the last parl. on 
lands and tenements, so as it never should be 
racntioned again. 

A Parl. called.) By writs dated May 24, 
1433, another parl, was called to incet at West- 
minster on the 8th of July following. Beimg 
all assembled beture the king, in the Painted 
Chamber of the palace, the dukes of Bedtord 
and Gloucester, both of them present; the 
same chancellor, as in the last parl. declared 
the cause of the summons, and took for his 
theme, * Suscipiant montcs pacem populo, et 
colles justiciam.’—* This subject he divided 
into 3 parts, according to the $ estates of the 
realm ; by the mountains, he understood bps. 
lords, and inagistrates; by the lesser hills, he 
meant knights, esquires, and merchants ; by the 
pou he meant husbandmen, artificers, and la- 

ourers. Towhich 3 estates he endeavoured to 
prove, by many examples and quthorities, that a 
triple political virtue ought to belong ; to the Ist, 
unity, peace, and concord, without dissimula- 
tiun; to the 2nd, equity, consideration, and 
upright justice, without partiality; to the 3rd, 
a due obcdicnce to the king, his laws, and ma- 
yistratcs, without grudging. By strictly ob- 
serving of all which, he aftirmed, that. infinite 
blessings and great acquisitions would accrue 
to the nation; and that this very copper bel 
called as a means for that purpose. Where- 
fore he enjoined the commons to make choice 
of their Speaker, and present him to the king 
as usual,” 

A Speaker chosen.] The receivers and tryers 
of petitions being appointed, for the diferent 
kingdoins and countries under the domumon of 
the English king, as was in those days the cult 
stant custom of parl. on the 11th of July the 
commons presented Roger Hunt, esq. for weit 
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Speaker; who, with the usual ceremony, was 
aliuwed. 

The 13th of July, the duke of Bed: ord ruse 
up befure the king, j in the huu-e of lords, and 

sti, “That tor two especial causes he had 
come intoy the king’s presence, and lett: his 
charee beyond sea: the one was for the sate- 
mard of the King’s person; and the other, tu 
leas himself from some sanders which noe 
cast upon him, as thar he had been the veca- 
sion of the late great losses in France and Nur- 
mandy, by his “denudt and hewiks HENCE | and 

Ott nee to take Ins trial for the same.” On 
Which the chanecllus, by the king’s ae) 
declared, “ ‘Fhat his mat. tuokx bias tor lis true 
wud fathtul subject, and most dear uncle; and 
for his comine, at that time, gave hin most 
hearty thauks."—Atier tids par, had sat a 
month, the plasue bevan to break oat in Lon- 
dun; therefore the chanccilor, by the king's 
commands, on the (8th of August prorowted It 
tothe 15th day aiter st. Mic hal ens: aig, at 
Westininster. But, because the king’s occa- 
sions fur money were very urseut, il was or- 
dained, thet the treasurer of Eneland shonld 
keep in his hunds 20001. for the service of the 
household. 

On the Sd of Nov, the Shenae of the con- 
mons came beiore the king, inthe ether house, 
und shewed to his may. a precedent, inthe reign 
of Edw. TD. whereby that king commanded the 
bys. and cle TEV, to prouounce sentence of Ex- 
CUMMUnICAON aginst certain ovenders at that 
ume. ‘The Speaker then desired: his “ to 
actin the satne manner, and cause the ¢leray 
to excommunicate some that were then e ulpat- 
ble. But all that was done in this affair was, 
that the hing took the preccdent and premised 
to he advised. 

The whole Nalion sworn to the obsercance 
of the. Act azainst Quarre/s. ] And it was also 
enacted, by vencral consent, that all the lords, 
kuights, esyuires, yeomen aad other person: 
throughout the realm, should, b 'Y specnel Com- 
missions, be sworn to pertorm the said articles. 
This act seems calculated to prevent the evil 
effect of the then mortal quarrel between the 
cardinal bp, of Wuincuester 
Glouce-ter. 

D. of Bedford, Regent of France, recetves 
the Tnanks of the Commons. ] Nov. @4, the 
commons came again betore the king and ne 
and by their Speaker complunented the duke 
of Bedford on his warhike behaviour and not- 
able deeds done in France; and particularly 
for ns conduct in the battle. of Vernoyl. — Be- 
sides, they commended him for his pulttic § FOVE. 
in the regency of that kingdom ; and: tor which 
they desired ‘the king to insist upon the sad 
quke’s personal atte: ndauce about him; and, 
after sume consultativn amongst the lords, the 
duke, at his inajesty’s request, accepted the 
office. But at the sanie time he required that 
6 Articles mizht Be agreed to by pari. rclating 
to the govt. which was granted. And by these 
articles the duke of Bedford recovered some 

a of the eRe which the dake of Giou- 
OL. 1 
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service of the wars and trol iLence, 


and the duke of 


(bro 


cesier had lust, throagh the maicious intrigues 
of the eoudinal and the cleigy, who were his 
sworn enemies. Aiter this tue duke of Bed- 
turd twuk Occasiun to deciare berore the park. 
that waereas he and tee dase of Glouce ier, 
for their attendance as principal Counsetors, 
vr presidents of the council, had some veors an 
alluwance made them of SoVO marks yeaily ; 
at other times 6000 marks, sometimes S000, 
but never less than 4000 marks yearly, be 
wold now, for his personal attendance, only 
ale an allowance of LUGO a year, and o0Ul. 
fur passing the sea intu France, or rcvassing 
It, as oft us there was occasion. Which de- 
mand bemg thorgut very reasonable by both 
the houses, was readils eranted, 

al Nit’: dy wid «a Pies of Credit granted] 
The Sibsidy eranted by this pari, was a 10th 
and aud. sth, to be devied on the katy. Diey 
hkewise granted the sane tonnage a al pounds 


ace as was given the last voar. tor two yours to 
come; as itso a subsidy of Sos. dd. ou every 
sick Of Wool tor 3 vets ensue. Auch TUN 


was also given to the King’s council ty enter 
into securities for 100,000 marks for the pres 
scnt occasions of the cavt. A Vote of Credit 
wich, the reader mas obscrve, has bee: nsare 
frequent in this rela thaw in way pececediag 
gone. Damel remarks, buteroucussly, on the 
procecdiugs of this des thar no tases were 
erven ue king by } ¢ Pork: Hibben wds be, 
it was. because ie daty of towiace and 
ae Which Was gisen tris Ling vi his ord 
year was sul continue |. Awd, waereis, be 
fore they were gruited for Certain vears only, 
they were now indetinitely given bim tur the 
ai tow 
says, they received the nane ar Citois, 1. @, 
usual and coustant pi AVINENT. 

Che Liberites of the Canty Platine of Dur 
han, ascertained by ft A Petition of Vhos. 
Lanrley, then be. of Durham, was presented 
to the house of lords, setuiaez forth, “ That 
whereas the king had granted a Conunission to 
certain persons, there named, apd they by vire 
tue thereat sat andoimade ea yury at torton 
Pool, within the councy paditine of Durhai ; 
he theretirre prayed that the sad commirsiou 
misht be revoked.” Herenvon sir Win. Earl, 
Kuzcht, the king's attornes reneral, very ieatus 
edly ende avoured to prove “ That the said bp. 
ought to have no couuty-valatine, nor Jiber- 
tics royal.” Ou tee contury, the bp. produced 
his authorities to prove his right, and the mat- 
ter was strenuously debated between them. At 
last judyment was.@ven for the bp. aud the 
said aquisition returned into chancery, or else- 
where, was declared nusl and void. 

Recennes of he Crown] Ralph lord Crom- 
wel, hich treasurer of England, petioned the 
part. that they would tuke into consideration 
the stute of the Revenues of the Crown and 
the disbursements, the said revenue being not 
able to supply the expence by 45.0001. vearty ; 
wherefore he prayed, thatorder might be takeo 
for the kine’s Liouscbold; that be unhit enroy 
the otttce as treely as vthers betore him ; avd that 
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no grant be passed by the king without the know- 
ledve of him the said treasurer. He also, by 
3 long schedules annexed, shewed the particu- 
jars of the whole revenues and profits of the 
crown, with the charee out uf the same in all 
wavs and means. This was thought proper to 
be Inid-betore the commons, wind all the re- 
quests atoresnid were granted. ‘The said lord 
Crommwel by another petition, also, shewed, 
that warrants for payments were come to hin 
for more than 2 vears profits of the crown ; 

wherefore, he desired, that the consideration 
of the king’ Ss estate might be speedy, and that 
a prescription for his payment should be 
mace, 

Particular Acts passed.| Tn the Statutes at 
Large are several acts made this parl. on the 
petitions of the commons, very conducive to 
the publie good, of which the sollowing are ab- 
stracts :—1. Lt was provided by an act, That 
such persons as were keepers of the stews or 
whore-houses in Southwark, should not be im- 
punnelled upon any jury, nor keep an inn or 
tavern in any vther plac ec, least men of sucly 
vile consciences and practices should corrupt 
Justice, and propagate their villanies over the 
nation. "—IJ. It was enacted, “ Phat even dis- 
seisors should: not be put out of possession by 
any collusive tricks of law, as was then usui ul, 
by inaking the sheriff the disseisor, and then 
entermg upon the lands tor the default. of the 
tenant’s not answerme :” wheretore it was or- 
damed, “ That all such writs shall be abated 
and quashed :” and Tif. In the behalf of the 
person disseised wrong tully of his lands, where- 
#» betore the law was, that the di-seisce misht 
suc the disseisor in his life time, if he took 
the protits at the time of the suit commenced, 
which to avuid, the disseisors made over the 
lind by feoffinents to others, and so avoid- 
ed the suit: whereupon it was enacted, “ That 

the disscisees should have their netion. as well 
against the feollee, as disseisor hinself, if 
cither of them take the protits of the land. mH 
1V. And because divers tenants of lands for 
term of lite and years, made over the said lands 
to other under-tenants, to the end that thev 
might not be Hable to writs of waste, for the 
damages done upon the said lands by their 
order and connivance before the grant of the 
suid Icases; it was hereupon en: icted “ That 
the tenant in reversion might have his action 
avainst the tenant for lite or years, for the da- 
meres done, as well betore as after the lease 
made to anv under-tenants, and recover treble 
damages for the said waste, provided that it 
were proved, that the said first tenants took 
the profits of the land tu their own proper use 
at the time of the waste done,”—V. Whercas 


divers suits and indictments, as well for the. 


king as his subjects, were discontinued by 


making of new commissions for the peace, to 


the great delay of justice, and wrong of the 
snbjec ts, it was enacted, “ That no pleas, or 
processes should be discontinued by anv new 

commissions, but the justices so made, aiould 
have power and autliority to continue all pleas 
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depending, and determine the same.”—VI. An 


abuse also being crept into the nation about 


measures contrary to the statutes; and pur- 
veyors, bakers, merchants, and buyers of corn, 
taking 9 bushels for the qr. it was enacted, 
“ That the statutes for weiglits and itasurcs 
should be proclaimed in every market-town ; 
and that there should be a bushel, common 
balance, and weights in every murket-town, 
city, and borough, “kept by the mayor and jus- 
tices, according to the standard in the exche- 
quer; and if oy person shall presuine to sell 
or buy by any other weight or ieasures, thicy 
shall furfvit 51. to the person that shall sue for 
It, and ol. to the king.’—VII. Recogiisors 
Laving found out a way to defeat the execu. 
tions of such persons as they were indebted to 
by recognizance, by bringing their writs de 
corpus cia cause out of chancery, und giving 
surcties to the king only, were delivered out 
of prison, and their creditors defeated of their 
debts; i was theretore ordained, *¢ That sures 
ties should be given, as well to the party as tu 
the king, that their debts may be surely paid.” 

The French war stall continued, and about 
this time with yvood success to the English, 
under the conduct of the victorious lord ‘Tal- 
bot and the carl of Arundel. But the latter 
having the misfortune to be killed betore 
the castle of Gerberoy, and the dukes of Bed- 
ford and Burgandy commencing a quarrel, 
whieh ended in an open rupture between 
them, affairs were avain thrown into a diller- 
ent situation in that ‘kingdom, In this inter- 
val we find that writs of summons were sent 
out, to calla park. dated Nov. 1st, to meet at 
Westminster on the 8th day of July following ; 
which was afterwards prorogued to Reading, 
15 days aticr Michaelmas, in the 12th year of 
this rcign. ‘The Abridger of the records has 
viven us no proceedings of this parl. for which 
reason we suppose they were not entered on 
the rolls, nor are there any acts in the statute 
books relating to it, 

A-Parl, called.| Te was not till two years 
after that a parl. sat to do business, which 
was called by writs dated at Westminster, 
July 5, 1435, to meet at the same place on the 
10th of Oct. following, On which day, being 
assembled before the king, sitting in his chair 

of state, in the Painted Chamber, the bp. of 
Bath and Wells, then chanccllor of England, 
by the king’s command, opened the session 
with a specch, and took for his theme this 
text,  sollicita Sitis servare ulitatem spiritus 
in vineulu pacis;’ and amonyst other matters 

he told them, ‘that the duke of Burgundy, 
who had sworn allegiance both to the king and 
his father, had bascly broke his oath and re- 
volted ; that he had appointed a diet, or sit- 
ting, nt Arras, without the king’s knowledge, 
where two cardinals came to treat about a 
peace between England and France; that af- 
ter the king was acquainted with it, he sent 
soine persons of quality as his ambassadors at 
this necting, who there proposed reasonable 
and honest terms of agrecment, which the 


} 


q 
* 
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French refused and scoffed at; by which no- 
thing was done at that dict. After which the 
king was told, that the said duke of Burgundy 
had entered into a league with the French; 
and, as such, there reinained nothing for the 
king to do, but either to Jose his stile and title 
and kingdom of France, or else resolve to 
defend the same by force. How to act in the 
dest manner in_ these affairs, he added, was 
the cause of this assembly; for which end he 
desired the commons to choose a Speaker, 
and next day to present him to the king.” 

A Spealer chosen. |. Accordingly they pre- 

sented John Bowes, esq. whose excuse being 
refused, he made the usual protestation, which 
was allowed. The first thing we find upon the 
record that this parl. went upon, was to give 
authority to the king’s council, to make securl- 
ties to the creditors of the crown for 100,000I. 
By the king’s letters patents security was also 
given to certain persons there named for 8000 
marks, sent by them to the king, out of the re- 
venues of the duke of Bedford, and the earl of 
Arundel deceased. 

A Subsidy granted.) An unusual subsidy 
vas also granted by this parl. viz. that every 
person holding any frank tenant in lands, an- 
nuities, fees, offices, or hereditaments, above 
the yearly value of 51. should pay 6d. for every 
pound, upon his oath. Also a 10th and a 15th 
was granted the king on the laity; deducting 
thereof 40001. for the relief of decayed towns 
and villages. A subsidy also on every sack of 
wool, 33s. 4d. fron» merchants denizens, and 
46s. Gd. from aliens; and so according to that 
rate on other stuple ware, was vranted to the 
king, with tonnage and poundage for 2 years. 

Particular Acts passed.] Soine public acts 
were made this session, in order chicily to re- 
gulate abuges in other acts, or to explain them 
better. The most remarkable are, “ That the 
judges, in their circuits, shall have power to 
give judyments in all cases of tclony and trea- 
son, as well upon persons acquitted as at- 
tinted, and award executions according to 
that judyment.”— That all wouls and wool- 
felis that shall be shipped to be transported, 
shall be carried to Calais ouly; and no |i 
censes shall be granted to the contrary, exccpt 
by the king and council.’ — ‘That all wool 
and wool-fells, and other mnerchandizes of the 
staple, which shall be shipped in any crecks or 
ports clandestincly, in order to cheat the king 
of his subsidies and customs, shall be forfeited 
to the king.” That all persons who shill 
dare to disturb any foreigners in selling fish or 
other victuals, either by wholesale or retail, 
shall forfeit 101. one moicty to the king, and 
the other tu the person that shall sue for the 
same.” 

A Parl, called] Another parl, was called 
to mect at Canbridge, Jan. 21st, 1456;. but, 
fur reasons of state, not mentioned, was of- 
dered by other writs to mect at Westm. on the 
any aforesaid. Jabn, bp. of Bath and Wells, 
clisncellor of England, opened this session 

- with am elaborate spcech, from this text, ° Co- 
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rona regni in manu Dei, &c” On which he 
demonstrated, “ ‘That 3 sorts of men are 
crowned; viz. all Christians ia their bapusm, 
1 token whereof they are anointed; alk 
clerks in their order, in. token whercot they 
are shaven; and all kings in their Coronation, 
who in token thereof wear a crown of gold, set 
about with flowers and precious stones. The. 
ficure of the crown he resembled to the body 
politic of the nation; the flowers and stones lo 
the honours and offices of a prince, as gold es- 
timable and durable; and that commonwealth 
is most firm and stable which is governed by 
the faithful care of a prince; for, as guld is 
flexible to the workman, So ought every part 
of the commonaltty to be at the beck of the 
prince, sccking the prosperity of him.” The 
erecting and standing of the Howers in the up- 
per part of the crown denotcth the king’s pre- 
eminency over his subjects, which ought to be. 
camished with 4 cardinal virtues: that is to. 
say, in the fore-part ought to be wisdom, 
adorned with three precious stones, viz, Mc- 
mory of things past; circumspection of things 
present, and prudence in things to come. On 
the right-hand ought to be fortitude, accompa- 
nied with courage in attempting, patience in 
suffering, and perseverance in well-ifeaning.. 
On the left side ought to be justice, distri- 
buting her arms three ways, to the best, mean, 
and lowest. On the hiuder-part ought to be 
temperance, with her trinity, vi. restraint of 
sensuality in fear, silence in speech, and mor- 
tification in will; all which, proceeding from, 
Gad, fally proved, thar the crown of the king 
was inthe kand of God.” He conchited with 
declaring, “ ‘That this parl, was called tor 3 
principal causes 5 the ist, for justice and peace 
amongst subjects 5 the Q@nd, how the commo- 
dities growing within this realm might have a 
ready vent; the $rd, how the realin might be 
defended, and the sea kept against cnemics 
and rebels.” ‘To which end, he desired the 
commons to choose their Speaker, and presene 
him the next day to the king. | 

A Speaker chosen. | The receivers and triers 
of petitions being appointed, the Commons 
presented sir John ‘Virrel to be their Speaker, 
whose excuse being refused, he, with the’ com- 
mon protestation, was allowed. But, March 
19th, a committee of commons was seut to the 
king, declaring that their house had newly, 
chusen Wm. Becrly, esq. to be their Speaker, 
vn the room of sir John Tirrel, disabled trom 
attending by gricvous sickness, which was al- 
lowed by the king under the usual protcsta- 
tion. : 

Subsidies granted. | 


The subsidies granted 
by this parl. were the 


like 10th and 15th as in 
the last. Also the same subsidy on woals, &¢. 
was granted tor 3 years to come. Authority 
was likewise given to the king’s council ta 
make assurances to the king’s creditors, for the 
suin of 100,0001. And by the same authonty, 
the treasurer of England was to pay to the cars 
dinal bp. af Winchester 2000 marks. | 
Particular Acts pussed.} The particulac 
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acts that were made this session were: TI. A 
remedy was provided against vexatious and 
troublesome suits of such persons as were not 
of the loue’s couschold, in the conrt of stew- 
ard:, and marshals of the king’s honse; and it 


was allowed as an exempuon from their paris- | 
diction to plead and aver, that thev-are not of 


the hing’s howse.’-—IT. “ An allowance was 
given to all the king’s subjects of Mngland to 
traasport corn, wheu at a low price, out of the 
renlin, viz. wheat at 6s, 8d. and barley at 
83. 4d. the or.”’—Ill. “@ An injunction to all 
shorts, balids of franchizes, and coroners, 
that ii actlon-, or writs of attunt of plea tor 


lands of the yearly value of 401 they do not’ 
retum bor mmoannel any persons, but such as | 


be inhabiting ia his batliwick, sud have an 
estate to their own use, in lands and = tene- 
ments, to the veorly value of 201. or more, on 


the penalty of lurreiting 10L. te the king, and | 


101. to the plaintiffs in the said acuon or writs 
of att-dnt; aud that no person of less sutti- 


ciency of freeho.d than 20L a year, shall be 


sworn in the king’s court upon any issue in tlie 
said actions, ir he be by the plauintits m due 
foria challenged "— TV. A periuission was gi- 
ven vo all persons, as well relimious as se. ular,to 
appoint themselves general atturaies to suc or 
plead for them, in every hundred or wapon- 
take.”—And, V. “ A prohibition was laid 


upon all merchants to sp, or canse to be | 


supped, any wool, wooltells, or other mer- 
chanaizes helongiug to the staple, in any place 
within this realm, except at the keys and 
wharfs ascigued by the statute, where the 
king’s weielis and vools are set; excepting 
the merchants of Genoa, Venice, Tuscany, 
Florence, Catalonia, and the burgesses of 
Berwick. 
Fetifions.| On a Petition of Humpkrey, 
duke of Gioucester, and dame Eleanor his 
wie, the kins granted his letters patents, con- 
firmed by this parl. -giving licence to the said 
duke to impars 200 acres of land in Green- 
wich, and that they may embattle their manor- 
house there, and build it with stone; also to 
raise a tower of stone within the satd park, 
Joun, carl of Oxtord, peritioned tor a pardon 
for SoO!. the reminder of a fine of S000], 
‘paid to the king tor marrying without licence. 
twas answered, that the said debt was as- 
giened over, but that the king would remember 
him seine other way, Sir Rd. Woodville paid 
to the king G00). as a fine for marrviag Ja- 
quet, or Jaqueline, duchess of Bedford, wath- 
out tiecnee. ‘This foreign lady shewed as hettle 
continence in her widewhood, as queen Ca- 
therive fad done; bemg quickly mairied aeain 
to the sloresaid knight, atterwards created carl 
of Rivers, by whom she had several children ; 
ard amonsst them the lady Elizabeth, who, 
being wie to Edw. (V. was atterwards queen 
of England. On the Petition of Isabel, late 
wiie of John Beteler, of Heaney, in the county 
of Lancaster, knight, which lsabel, one Whi. 
Pull, of Winall, in the couniv of Chester, 
genticman, shamefully did ravish; it was 


' tainted.” 
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enacted, “ That if the said Wm. do not sur- 

render himself, after proclamation made against: 

him, that he should be taken as a traitor at- 
The said Isabel, by another peti- 
i tien, shewed how the said Wm. by duress and 
| means of mmpreoament, enforced her to suarry 
him, and under colour thercof, ravished her; 
for which she prayed to have her appeal, 
which was granted. | 

A general pardon] The last thing we find 

on the record, transacted this parl. was the 

king’s general pardon of all treasons, telonies, 

forfeitures, aud other otfences; but this does 
/ not appear in the statute-books, And autho- 
ritv was given to the lords of the council, to 
an-wer all suci petitions as were not answered 
(in this parhanient, 
| al Part, caiicd.] We have now a period of 
8 years before we mect with another par, 
| But in 1429, the govt. wanting tresh supplies, 
, a pari was snipmoncd, to mect at Westin, 
| on the 12th of Nov. Atwhich time and place 
bein all assembled, the bp. of Bath and Wells 
still chane. was commuuded by the. king to 
‘oven the session by a speech. He took tor his 
i subject this text, * Adaperiat Dominus cor 
nostrum in leze sua, et in praeceptis suis, et 


faciat pacem,’ &c. From which words le en- 
deavoured to draw two especial points; the 
1st, “ What great desire every christian ought 
to have to the reformation ot his lite, by the 
-ouly means of God; who, against all hardness 
was to bend, and.to inclie his heart to God's 
laws and commandments. ‘The 2d, what thirst 
every sick christian ought to have, toe crave 
and scek peace, after his ananmifuld contlicts 
and battles in this world. As to the ist, that 
God should open the heart, and not the hearts, 
since the words were spoken to the chiidren ot 
Israel: he noted that thereby was meant a 
cmystical unity, according to these words In 
| Judees ii, ¢ Convenit universus Terael ad ci 
'vitatem = guasi homo uuus, eadem mente, 
! unoque consilio.” Which being spoken to 
| them, was Ictt for our learning, that we might 
: 


icllow the same, aud night attain to true 
yweace. To the ad, by this word Israel is un- 
‘derstood their states, namely, of princes, of 
I nobles, of power and of wisdom; all which, 
Hif they the same agreed im unity, there was 
‘no deubt but peace of body and soul would 
‘ensue, For the restoring of which, he told 
them, that this parl. was called; remembering 
ithem, that the king would have all estates 
Cait their liberties; then desired the coni- 
/mons to chuse, and the next day present 
their Speaker to the king.” 

| AcSpeaker chosen.) The prelate having 
fended his spiritual harangue, the next day the 
‘commons presented to the king, Wm. Treshum, 
les. who with the usual solemnity was al- 
; lowed. 

Supplies wranted.| The subsidies granted 
by ths pari were a 10th and a 14th; and 
'hal a 15th was granted to be levied of the 
Hasty, in such form as was in the 4th year of 
thiia hing. Ai ampost on wools was alsp 
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into the realm, but euch as is the produce of 


granted for 3 years, as in the 14 Hen. VL 


The commons also granted to the king, that | their Own COUDTTICS 5 
all alicns, not denizens, within the realm, mentioned in the 
should pay to the king yeuly, 16d for each, above.—L. 


being an housekeeper being none, Gd. - The | within the realm, by 
be as clear garbelled as the sume isin Londou. 


saine authority wis also given to the treasurer 


of Envland, and others, to muke securities | 2 
made this session that the fourth part of the 


for 100,00UI. as in former par, An order was 
also taken far the payment of the kiny’s debts, 
contracted fur the provisions of his houschold. 

Dec. 21, the chanc. by the king’s command 
declared to the lords and commons, that the 


king had prorogucd the part, from hat day 
unto the day atter st. }hilary next comMlig, tu 
be holden at Reacmg. | 
Particaiar Acts pussed.| The most remark- 
able acts made in this session are these i— 
“That chee-c and butter may be carried 
out of the kangdom without licence.”—IL. 
“ That merchant strangers shall not scil their 
merchandizes one to another in England, but 
that every such merchant shalt have an host 
or survcyor, appwintcd him at his landing, by 
the chief otiicer of the tuwn oF place where he 
shall iand, who shall keep 3 register ot all he 
buys and sclis, wud take 2d in the pound of 
bina for all merchanuize by him bought or 
sold, and the sat merchants shall sell and 
buy all witian 8 munths.?-——1L. « That all 
eae made justices ot the peace, should 
ave lands and tenements to the value of 2d. 
a year, except in cities and corporations.” — 
IV. « Yhat no captain shall detain the wires 
of cominon soldiers, execpt it be for their 
clothing, under the penalty of 20). for every 
spear, und tol. for a bow, to be paid to tlie 
king.’"—V. “ ‘Yhat every person mustermy aud 
TECCIVINE, the king’s wages, who shall depart 
from their captains.and the king’s service, with- 
out apparent licence eranted them by the said 
captains, hall be punished as felons.2—V Ik. 
“ That no persun shall be a colhectot of dismes 
and quinzines, (1uths and 15ths) in any county, 
who is so in the city of the same; except he 
be able to dispend, in lands and tenements, i) 
the suid county, 100s. a year, over and above 
all charges and reprises. 
 Petitrons.} _P. That no person once making 
fine for not being knighted, be ever aul 
called for it; and that the fnes be no other 
than usual. A. The king will be advised.—P. 
‘That every merchant may lawfully transport 
‘all manner of hides, calt-okins, loug-fells and 
tallow, to what place Le hiketh, besides to 
Calais. A. ‘The king will be advised.—P. 
"That no owner of any ship be impeached for 


any hurt done by his ship to ay other ship on: 


the sea, or in port, or creck, if he was nof a 
arty thereto. A. The same 45 before. —P. 
“hat oF collector of customs, and comp- 

trollers of every port, may licence the king’s 

subjects to transport corn {from one shire or 
town lo another, taking surety of debt, to the 
value, that the same be not carried beyond 
gea. A. As hefore.—P. ‘Jat no Italian, or 
other merchant, beyond the streights of Mo- 
rocco, (now Gibraltar) bring any mnerchandize 


dutchies of Lancaster al 


app 
the judges it was enacted, * That all the jus- 
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for very goud reasons 
record, A. ‘Lhe same as 
Vhat all spiceries sold in any pork 
any merchants strangers, 


4. The king will be advised. An act was 


10th aud 15th shall be paid to the treasurer of 
the king’s houschold, in order to make ready 
payment for the king’s purvcyance. 
the said act ib appears, the revenues of the 


And, by 


d Cornwall were also 
ropriated to iat usé.—On the peuton 0 


tiecs of both benches, justices of assize, the 
king's seijeant and attormey, shat] yearly, at 
two feasts of the year then expressed, be paid, 
and allowed their tees and liveries, by the 
hands of the clerk of the Hlanaper, for the 
time being, out of the Customs of London, 
Bristal, and Kingston Upon Hall.—The last 


f potice amony the transactions 
of this park. is, baat va consideration of the 
reat plague af pestilence, 50 called, it was 
cnacted, * ‘Phat all such persons a should do 
homave to the king, chould do. the same with 
out kissing him; and the same homage lo be 
as goud as though the kiss was given.” 

“4 Parl. colied.| In 1442 another parl. was 
called by writ, to meet at Westnunster, on the 
teast of the conversion OF st. Paul, but no more 
than the names of the pect, so summoned, 18 
given in the Abridyment of the Records. fn 
the Statutes at Large, there are 13 acts said 
ty be made inthis part. yet uone of them being of 
a particular mature, we must reter the curious 
enquicer to ie statute-book aforesaid for 


thing woriliy © 


them. 

A Parl, called] 
after this period, that we me 
cyunt of a pari. when writs we 
dated at Westminstcr, Jan. 13, 1445, for one 
to meet at the same place on the oth of Feb. 
following. In presence of the king silting in 
person in luis chair of state, and of the lords 
and commons, John Stalford, late bp. ot Bath 
and Wells, but now abp. of Canterbury, pri- 
mate of all England, deputy to the sec oO 
Rome, and chancellor of England, dcuclared 
the cause of calling this parl. and took tor his 
subject these words from Psalm Ixxxiv. § Jus- 
titin & pax osculate sunt? On which he, told 
them, “ ‘Phat through the great diligence and 
conduct of the earl of Sujiulk, the king’s dear 
cousin, and other noblemen, sent a ambas-= 
sadors into France, as well upon a treaty of 
marriage to be had between the king and siar- 
yaret, daughter to the king of Sicily, as for to 
settle a peace between England and France, 
the said miurriage Wis contracted ; and a sus- 
pension of arms, for a tine, Was prauted. He 
further said, that the said carl staid in France 
for the safe conduct of the said princess Mar- 
garcteinto the realm of England, by which two 
means he nothing doubted, but that, throug 
God’s grace, the said trucd would cud 30 well 


It was not ull 3 years 
et with any ace 
re issucd out, 


ee eee 
aay a7 
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that justice atid peace should be within this 
Ration more than it had been.” He then bid 


the commons chuse and present their Speaker | 


té the king, 

W. Burghley, esq. Speaker.| On the 2nd 
day of this parl. the Commons noutied to the 
jords, that they had chosen their Speaker ; 
and the next dav they presented Wm. Burgh- 
ley, esq. to the king, whose excuse being re- 
jected, he was allowed as Speaker, under the 
common protestation.— This session, we find, 
by the Record, was contmucd to March 15th, 
but no notice 1s taken of anv more business 
done init; when the chanecHor, by the king’s 
command, prorogued the parl. to die 19th of 
April. 

tl Subsidy granted.) This parl. being again 
assembled on the 19th of April, the first thing 
we find entered upon the Record, is the grant 
ot a Subsidy of a 10th and a 15th, and halfia 
10th and ha!lfa 13th, reserving out of it 50001. 
to be allowed to certain pour towns, there 
named, which were wasted. A subsily on 
wonls also of 34s. 4d. of denivens, and 38s. of 
aliens, for every sack of wool, ac. with ton- 
nace and poundave of denizens, and double of 
aliens, was granted to the king for foar years. 

A Peace with Frence.| The next thing the 
parl. did was to take into consideration the 
affair of tle peace with France; and we find 
that the chancellor of Eneland, in the presence 
of the king and the whole parl. made a protes- 
tauon, “ ‘That the peace which the kine had 
made. with the French king, or rather was 
about to make, was mercly of his own motion 
and will; and that he was not instigated there- 
to by lumseit, or any of the lords whatsoever.” 
» Which protest was enrolled.—On this, it was 
enacted, by the authority atoresaid, “ That 
the statute made of H. V. unporting, That no 
peace should be made with the French king 
that now 1s, and was then called the dauphin of 
France, without the assent of the three estates 
of both realms, should be utterly repealed and 
revoked. And that no person whatsoever 
should be impeached at any time to come, for 

iving counsel to bring about this peace with 

rance.”—This extraordinary act which, bv 
the bye, is not inserted in the statutes of this 
parl. seems to have been calculated for a com- 
_pliment to the earl of Suffolk, now made a 
marquis for this piece of service, and to indem- 
aie from any further trouble about the 
match. Weare told, by the Records, that on 
the 2nd of Junc the marquis came mto the 
honse, and made a declaration of his services 
to the king, lords and commons, and his re- 

uest was, that they would judge all he had 
dine to be reasonable and just. That on the 
4th of June, the Speaker of the house of com- 
mons came before the king and Tords, and 
there, in behalf of their whole body, highly 
commended the person and numerous services 
of the inarquis and carl ot Suffolk, particularly 
for the king’s marriage, and for obtaining the 
truce with France; for all which, at the re- 


quest of the comurons and mediation of the 


_ lords, a vote was passed, “ TRat the said mar- 
_ quis should be estcemed as & most true and 
faithful subject to the king.” 

Particular Acts passed.| No less. than 18 


acts, some new, and others explanatory, were’ 


passed in this session, The heads of those that 
chictly regard the public concern are these :— 

¢ A rehearsal of the statute made 15 H. VI, 
ce. IT. touching licence to transport corn, when 
wheat doth not excecd 6s. 8d. and barley 
3s. 4d. the qr. made perpetual.— No man 
shall be sheriff or under sheriff, &c, above a 
year.’—* No sheriff shall let to farn lus county 
or bailiwick ’—* The sheriffs aud bailitf& tees 
in several cases limited.’-—* An act for the or- 
dering and levying the wayes of the knights of 
parl.—* Who shall be knizhts for the parl’— 
‘ The manner of their election—the remedy 
where one is chosen and another returned.’ Xe. 
—The king’s letters patents under the great 
seal of Fngland, and under the seal of the 
dutchy of Lancaster, made to John,. curditrat 
and abp. of Canterbury, and several others, re- 
lating to some possessions in the said dutch 5 
and 3 other letters patents under the seal only 
| of the dutchy of Lancaster, made to the pets 


suns aforesaid, of scveral possessions to the 
performance of the last will and testament of 
the present king, were read and contirmed by 
the whole estates in parl.—The king's letters 
patents for the erection and endowment of 
fron college, founded 20H. VI. with all the 
lands and liberties then and now granted, were 
especially declared and confirmed by parl. As 
so the like letters patents of the king’s, made 
for the erecting and endowing a college (king’s 
college) in Cambridge, were publicly read and 
confirmed by this parliament. 

The D. of Suffotk gains the management of 
the Kingdom by the Qucen’s means.| The new 
queen sccing the marq. of Suffulk particalarly 
honoured for his serviccs by the lords and re- 
presentatives of the nation, found it no difhiculty 
to get her easy husband to join in conterring 
new dignitics upon him. He was accordingly 
raised trom marq. to duke of Suffolk, and had 
several manors and wardships given him to 
support this new dignity; and having the 
queen’s heart, who certainly manazed the king 
as she pleased, this new duke may properly be 
then said to be the greatest man in the king- 
dom. 

The d. of Suffolk plots the ruin of the d. of 
Gloucester.} The person that stood the most 
in their way to an absolute rule, was Humphry, 
for his great humanity and hospitality, justly 
called, “ the good duke of Gloucester.” ‘This 
nobleman had been long engaged in a mortal 
quarrel with his half-bred uncle, Hy. Beaufort, 
bp. of Winchester. The duke had acted im his 
Protectorsbip with great wisdom and caution; 
yet, even in that ercat post he could not escape 
a snare laid for him by the cardinal, and hrs 
other enemies. His dutchess was accused of 
tampering and dealing with witches and con- 
jurers, in order to deprive the king of bis life, 
and raise her husband to the crown. ‘fhe st 
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perstitious ignorance of that age made this ac- 
cusatiun easily credited ; and beimy found guilty, 
aluag with her accomplices, they  suticied 
dewih; aud she a shameful penance and a 
diese unprisuninent. The new favourite 
suing found he could not have all things with- 
ii lus yripe, without removing this great man, 
svu cuntrived to effect it. The first step that 
the queen and ber ininion tuok was to get the 
duke of Gloucester, not only displaced from 
having any command about the king’s persun, 
but even trum his council. Not long after they 
accused’ him of several crimes and iuiisde- 
wcanors: all which the duke cleared himself 
sw well of, thar he was honourably acquitted 
vt them beture the king and council. 

A Parl. calicd.| Vhis disappointment did 
but aygravate his eucmies the more against 
him, and many other snares were laid for him. 
But a more plausible expedient being at last 
thought of, a park was resolved to be called, 
where he was to be apprehended fur some 
charge of high treason, and committed to close 
custody. Accordingly writs were issued out 
for calling a pari. to meet at Cambridge on the 
10th of Feb. 1447; but atterwards, tor reasons 
of state no doubt, other writs were dispatched 
after them to summon the same peers, by 
Bame, to mect in parl. on the saine day at Sr. 
Fdmund’s Bury. When, being met in the Re- 
tectory of the abbey there, Jolin abp. of Can- 
terbury, primate, legate, and chancellor, as 
beture, opened the session by the king’s com- 
mand, and took tor his theme these words out 
of the Proverbs, ¢ Qui. autem ineunt pacis con- 
cilia, sequitur illos caudium.’ in repeating his 
text, § Qui autem,’ ac. he said, “ There were 
J kinds of counscls; the ist, ot the wicked, ut- 
turly tu be slrunned, according to the saying of 
the Psalmist, ‘ beatus est vir, qui non ambu- 
Javit in consilio impiorum, The 2nd, of the 
youd and learned, who go with circumspection, 
according to [saiah 6. * Finito consilio suscepit 
actior in domu sua, & fecit ccoenam inagnam,’ 
The 3rd, of the Holy Ghost, expelling all 
doubts by working inwardly, according to the 
Psalmist, § Consilium autem domimni in eter- 
num manet; cogitationes ejus a generatione ad 


oii He acquainted them, “ That 
etween the ambassadors of the Envlish and 


Yrench kings an agreement was made, that 
the two kings should have an imterview ; and 
that suthcient assurance would be given tor 
jis mayjesty'y passage beyond sea, his sate 
residence there, and return. For which rea- 
son the king desired them advice, and would 
act accordingly. He concluded, as usual, de- 
siting the commons to chuse and present their 
Speaker, and put them in mind that the king’s 
will was, all estates should enjoy their liber- 
ties.” a 

W. Tresham, esq. elected Speaker.|_ The re- 
ceivers and tricrs of petitions to this part. be- 
iy appoimted; on the 2d day. the commons 
presented, as their Speaker, Win. Tresham, 
whose excuse being rejected, he was, with the 
eommen protestation, allowed.—It is remarka- 


ble, after this usual preamble, that the heads - 
of all the acts mude in this purl. in the statute 
bouks, are comprised in two tines. And what 
isancntioncd i Cotton is litde or nothing ta 
the purpose. Authority given to the king's 
council tur 100,000 1. Some grants of the 
king to his new erecied colleves of Fatoa and 
Cambridge, and an exchange im the new 
queen Margarct’s revenues ut 46001. 13s. 4d. 
out of the customs, &c. for some other lands 
and herediiaments settled on her, during lite, 
coutirmed, was every thing material done in 
this parl.: except another article, wiz, “ That 
itis by the king enacted, that Eleanor, the late 
wife of the duke of Gloucester, shall be uiterly 
barred trom claiming any dower of any of the - 
heréditunents, xc. ot the said duke.” — By tus 
it appears, that another motive, and which has 
been hinted at betore, was the occasion of call- 
ing this purl; and since it has been so care- 
fully kepe out of the Records, the more gene- 
ral |istorians inust inform us, 

Lac I. of Gloucester arrested and murdercd, 
“With the new year,” says Daniel, “ the 
lords Legan to prepare for ayeeting in pari. at 
Bury; and that the duke of Gloucester night 
fear no evil, all things at court were carricd 
with great smoothness towards han. But care 
was taken to have it whispered in his ear, that 
it was necessary he should be att, to prevent 
the desiens of the quecn aud her party, ‘The 
good duke, not at all jealous of ill practices, 
but retumnime his old zeal for the common- 
wealth, hearkeued to the caution, and with 
the rest of the lords came to the place at the 
time appointed, ready to attend the national 
business. —On the 1st day of the session, all 
things went well enough, and the ceremonies 
at the opening of a parl. were performed as 
usual. On the 2nd day the lord Beaumont, 
then high contable of England, being accom- 
‘panicd with the dukes of Buckingham and So- 
merset, and many others, arrested the duke of 
Gloucester, and put him,in custody under a 
strong guard, His servants were ail taken 
trom bnn, and $2 of them sent to different pri- 
sons, The nation was in great amaze at this 
sudden action, and every mai was iyulbitive 
to know wnat new maiter was found out 
arninst the duke, who had so lately. cleared 
himself of all that conld be ailedged against 
him. His cnemies thought it necessary to lay 
some crime to bis charge, aud thereivre gave 
it out that Humohry, duke of Gloucester, with 
his tran of servants, iad traiterously consptr- 
ed to kill the king that he might set the lady 
Eleanor his wite at liberty. A mdiculous 
charge, but, yet suilicient ty quiet the people, 
whom they only feared, in the execution of 
their desizn; for the anore improbable his 
crime was, the easier it would be to tree hin- 
himself, and so the people rested content with: 
the seuse of his wisdom and innocency. But 
his enemics had contrived otherwise, that he 
should never come to his defence; tor the 
wight atter his comusitment, as some say, but 
others a teway'ts atier, he was tuuud dead 


- 
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in his bed, and his body shewed to the lords 
and commons assembled in parl, and lay ex- 
posed to open view of all comers for some 
time 3 in.which, because no siens of a vivlent 
death appeared, it was reported, that he died 
of an apoplexy or imposthume. But, becanse 
none of his servants sufered after is death, | 
which they ought to have done, had they been 
guilty or hich treason, as was alledged ayainst 
them (thoueh 5 of them were condemned, and 
when near their execution were pardoned by 
the duke of Suffolk’s means); it was venerally 
thought a suthcient ground to believe, that he 
was murdered by the qneen’s means; and 
sone were so particular as to report, that he 
was strangled between two pillows, or teather- 
beds, as ‘I'hos. Woodstock, duke of Glonces- 
ter beturc han, had been ; others that be had 
an hot spit ran up his fan unent, as king 
idw. Ef. had; others atiirmed that ne diced ot 
mere cricf, because he saw he must now tall a 

sucrifice to his cnemies malice, without beme 
allowed to defend himscell; all which co: EC- 
tures have little foundation. The most discreet 
Judged he was murdered ; but, being transact- 
éd in priv ate it Was not guile tu determine by 
what means.’ 

The de a of this great man was, very 
soon alter, reveneed upon his enemics; the 
cardinal bp. of Winchester died witiin a 
month of hnn, and though the queen and the 
duke of Sulfolk now managed both the king 
and the kingdom without controul, vet the 
reign of the latter was very short lived, as the 
course of these enquiries will shew. ‘The me- 
thod they took to govern, was very oppressive 
and intolerable to the subjects : ‘and though 
the qucen made use of her husband’s name, vet 
she cuuld scarcely bide ber usurpation, be- 
cause, In England, the queen consort hath no 
power, but utle only —The death of the duke 
of Gloucester had yet another il conseqnence, 
by opening a dour to the duke of York to put 
in his chum to the grown, It does not ap- 
pear that York had anv kand in the dake’s 
murder; but it may be well supposed, that he 

was glud to see it acted by others; and that 
the queen and her minion went on in the govt. 
in the arbitrary mauner they did. Ina small 
time alter duke Huapbry’ s death, he be- 


gin to represent to his trends the nusery of 


the nation, which, under the name of a king, 
weak and unable to govern, was ruled by an 
ambitious queen, and her favourites. He first 
put it intortheir heads, that it was necessary to 
itch upon some other person to be king, siuce 
fenry had deposed himself, in effect, by suf 
fering the quecn and Sufiolk to over-rule all; 
that the king was really a good man, but fitter 
for a cloister than a palace, thereiore the king- 
dom was tu be put into better hands than 
those of women and favourites, Having thus 
artfully intused into their minds a general dis- 
content, he next put forward his own title to 
the crown; which, allowing hereditary right to 
be valid, was indubitable. Y et, added, that 
though ie would not vauily vaupt hitneelt fit 


| 
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for so great an office, he might boldly claim 
the crownas hisright; and hoped, that the dili- 
gence and valour lic had shewn in France, for 
the preservation of the Fnelish dominions im 
that kinedom, were demonstrations enouzh to 
prove, that he had the true spirit of an Enelish- 
jaan in bin, and was zealous in all things for 
i the good of the nation. —Thius much we have 
thoueht i it proper to say, though somewhat di- 
gressive trom our parhamentary destyn, im 
order to keep ap a connection in history 5 and 
to shew, at what time those creat disptites be- 
tween the two houses began, which near over- 
turned the whole kinzdom. 

A Parl. called.] Wt was 2 years after the 
last, before we meet with another park. whicte 
was called by writs dated at Westininster, 
Jan. 2, 1449, to meet at the same place on 
the 12th of Feb, following; the first peer now 
on the list is Rd. duke of York.—-On the day 
appointed being all met in the Pamted Cham- 
ber of the palace, John abp. of Canterbury, 
chancellor of England, declared the cause of 
the summons, and made a notable declara- 
tions but what it was, our abridger has not 
intormed ns, 

A Speaker chosen, anda Subsidy and Poll-tar 
granted.| Three a: vs after, the commons 
presented John Day, esq. tor their Speaker, 
who was alowed ; aad soon atter, a rant ofa 
10ch and alta 15th, to be levied on the Inity 
passed both houses; with a grant also of ton- 
nage and poundae, for 5 years to come, ou 
all merchants whatsoever, with an addition of 
8s. more on alicus, as well or the Hans towns 
us otherwise. Authority was likewise ee tu 
the council of state, to borrow 100,000}. 
well upon the king’s revenues as his ic — 
We find, on record, that another rant was 
made to the king of half a 10th and a whole 

15th, to be levied as before. Also, a Pull- 
‘Tax was agam renewed, and granted to the 
hing, of 16d. to be taken of ev ery householder 
w ithin the realm, not born within the king’s 
dominions, and 6d. of every other person so 
born and no bonscholder; with Gs. 8d. of all 
and every merchant stranger, aod 20d. of all 
and every of their clerks. lastly, the like 
subsidy on wouls was granted fur & yeurs, as 
betore. . 

Normandy lost.) A message from the duke 
of Somerset, the king’s heut. mm France, was 
delivered to this pan, verbatin, by the lord 
Hastings, chanccilur of France, and ‘the abbot 
of Gloucester, importing, That the great pre- 
parations the French were making were such, 
that if awar should happen, then ‘the country 
of Normandy was not able to defend itselt. 
And, as the truce was to endure but for 14 
months, it was necessary to acquaint the king 
and council, in discharge of the said duke, 
that they might prov ide accordingly. The 
English govt. touk some alarm at this message, 
and berg well prov ided with money by the Jare 
subsidies, a considerable reinforcement was 
eent over to the duke recent; but these had 
Hl luck, and were most of them cut off; after 
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which, the duke of Somerset gavesup Caen to 
the French, and in short all Normardy, 30 
vears after it had been conquered by Hen- 
ry V. 

Upon contention between Wm. carl of 
Arundel and Tho. earl of Devon, for superi- 


onty of place in council and pari. it was | 


enacted by the king and lords, with the advice 
uf the judges, “ That the said earl of Arundel 
and his heirs, by reason of the gastle and ho- 
nour of Arundel, shall tor ever enjoy the pre- 
eninence in the presence of the king and 
elsewhere, above the said earl of Devon, as 
worshipfully, so saith the act, as any of his an- 
cestors, earl of Arundel, berore that time cver 
had. And yet, it Is observable, that in etl the 
siecceding lists of peers summoned to park, the 
carl of Devan is always placed before the carl 
af Arundel. ‘Vhe aost remarkable thing done 
tlus parl. was by the bishops, who now made 
astrony push to have the Act of premunire 
repelled. ‘They had made considerable inter- 
estin both honses to eflcect their design, but 
the greater part of the lords and) commons 
were so zealous for the continuance of it, that 
their attempts proved ineffectual. This part. 
had two several prorogations; one from the 
ath of April to the 7th of May; and the other, 
as the Record savs, by reason of the plague 
then reigning in Loudon and Westminster, 
from May sOth to June 16th, at Winchester, 
though we cnnnot find that they ever met at 
that place: 

A Parl. called.] The losses in France be- 
mg known in England, it bred a general -dis- 
content amongst the people; and the fault 
was totally laid on the queen and her minis- 
try. The loudest exclamations were raised 
azainst the duke of Suffolk, as the chief instru- 
ment of all the misconduct; and it was re- 
solved, that he should undergo a national en- 
quiry about it. The quecn, apprehensive of 
the danger her favourite was in from such a 
procedure, did all she could to prevent. it. 
First, by endeavouring to hinder a pari. from 
being called; and next, when she could not 
avoid that, by having it summoned to mect at 
Leicester; where, in a country town, she ima- 
gined her numerous attendants might over- 
awe the members. But the lords and com- 
mons, who knew they were sate under the 
protection of the city of London, positively 
refused to meet at all, unless they were ap= 
pointed to come to Westminster. So the wriis 
of summons were issued out, dated Sept. 25rd, 
1450, for a parl. to mcct at the latter, on the 
6th of Nov. following. By the Abridyment of 
the Records we find that this par!. underwent 
several prorogations; for, on the 1st day of 
the sezsion, John abp. of Canterbury declared 
tothe lords and conunons, that, for avoiding 
the infectious air of Westminster, the king had 
really prorugued the said parl. to London ; 
and desired the commons to choose their 
ea and present him the next day to the 

ing. 


Wot. 1. 


1 


: 


A Sneaker elected in the roon of one excuse.) | 


On the 3rd day of the session the commons 


presented sir John Popham as their Speaker, 
whose excuse for not serving the ollice, we tind, 
was accepted, and he was discharzcd, So on 
the same day the commons presented Win, 
‘Tresham, esq. tor the same purpose, who, with 
the common protestation, was allowed. Dec. 
4th, the par. wasagain adjourned trom London 
to Westm. to be there held by the chancel- 
lor, in the presence of the kine, jurds, and 
cummons the next day. And vn the 17th of 
the saine month, the abp. of Canterbury, chan- 
cellor of England, im the king’s presence, and 
on his kehaif, gave thanks to the thice estates, 
and prorogued the pari. to the gad of Jan, 
next at Westminster. [his last: prorogation 
may be accounted for, by renson of the 
Christmas holidays; but we are turther told, 
that on the said 2¢nd of Jan. 1451, when the 
parl, met, the abp. of Cuaterbury was dis- 
charged trom the oilice of chancellor, and John 
Kempe, cardinal and abp. of York, was put rt 
his place; that they sat at Westiminster to the © 
30th of March; and then the chancellor, by 
the king’s command, prorogued the part. 
from the said day to the 29th of April, next 
ensuing, at Leicester. ee 
A large Subsidy granted] Ja all this time 
there is net one word more of business done 
this session, than is before mentioned. Burt, 
after this, an extraordinary suls-idy was grant- 
ed; which was, “ That every person having 
by free deed, copy, grant of annuity, or otiice, 


the clear yearly value af 20s: in trank-tene- 


ments should pay 6d. and so froin 20s. to 201, 
From 201. to 2001. yearly, 12d. i the pound : 
from 2001. and upwards @s. for every pound, 
as well laity as clergy; guardims of wards, 
men having tees, and all corporations to pay 
accordingly, Several sums also out or the 
king’s revenucs and fec-farms, to a great value, 
were allowed to bear and pay the charges of 
the kiny’s household. . 
Impeachment of the Duke of Sufol.] But, 
before the last prorogation to Leicester, came 
on the trial of the duke of Suvik, on several 
Articles of Hivh Treason; which, because Le 
saw that he could not avoul, he moved for 
bimsclf. For, according to the Kecord, cn tie 
90d of Jan. the duke stood up in the horse of 
lords, and required the king “ That he imight 
be specially accused, and be allowed ty answer 
to what many men reported of him, that be 
was an unfaithful subject.” He further told 
the king, “ That his father, and 3 of his Lre- 
thren, died in his service and that of fis La- 
ther’s and grandfather’s. ‘Phat he himsclt had 
served in the wars 34 years: and, berg but 
a knight, and taken prisoner, had paid tor tus 
ransom 20001, That be had been of the ure 
der of the garter $0 years, ard a COUNS LT LO 
the king 15 years, and bad been 17 yours ta 
the wars, without retirning heme. And, ten 


ine God's mercy, as he had been tree ty ihe 


king and reaun, he requircd als purgeivg.”-— 

Jan. 26, the commons caine betore ube lords, . 

and required that the duke, of his confesstan, 
2C : 
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might be committed to safe custody ; but the 
Jords and judges, upon consultation, “ thought 
there was no good cause for it, unless some cs- 
‘pecial matter was objected against him.”— 
Jan. 28, the Speaker came again, and de- 
clared, “ ‘That the duke of Suffolk, ag it was 
said, had sold this realm to the French, who 
had prepared to come hither; and that the 
said duke, for his own defence, had furnished 
the castle of Wallingford with all warlike mu- 
nition; whereupon, at the Speaker's request, 
the suid duke was committed to the tower of 
London.—F eb. 7, the Speaker of the commons, 
the chancellor and the lords, sent to the kina 
Bill of Arucles, by which they accused Win. 
de lu Pole, duke of Suffolk, late of Ewelm in 
the county of Oxford, of sundry treasons, viz. 

ue & ‘That the said duke having the ward- 
ship of Margarct the daughter and heir of John 
duke of Somerset, he meant to marry his son 
John to ber; and thereby tor want of issue of 
the king, to claim the crown, and to procure 
the French king, by means of certain French 
Jords, there named, to depose the king.—II. 
-That he procured the delivery of the duke of 
Orleans, and practised with him to cause the 
French to recover the English conquests in 
that kingdom.—III. Helated to the duke’s pro- 
mise of delivery of Anjou and Main, to requite 
the king of Sicily the king’s enemy, without 
the assent of the other ambassadors.—IV. For 
Gisclosing the kine’s counsel to the earl of Du- 
moys bastard of Orleans, apd to others of the 
French nation.—V. For , Dee to the 
French the strength of the king’s piles, ord- 
nance, and munition, beyond sea.—VI. That 
the said duke, by disclosing the king’s sccrets, 
caused the peace to be broken.—VII. That 
the said duke supported the king’s enemies, 
by staying sundry arms which should have pas- 
sed against them.—VIII. That the said duke 
had strengthened the king’s enemies against 
hun, by not compromising in the last peace the 
king of Arragon, who 1s almost lost; and the 
duke of Britany, who is wholly so.” All which 
articles, the commons require to be enrolled, 
and that prosecution may be awarded thercon. 

March 9th, the commons made a new 
_ complaint against the duke, in effect following: 
first, for procuring the king, in his 18th year, 
to give away the inheritance and lands of the 
crown. For procuring many libertics in dero- 
gation of the common law, and hindrance of 
justice. For causing the king to give away the 
castle of Manlion de Searl, and other territo- 
rics in Guienne. For that the earl of Armanac 
and other nobles of fsujenne, were drawn from 
_their obedience to the king, by the said duke’s 
discovering of secrets, to the utter impoverish- 
ment of this realm. For procuring the king to 
bestow the kecping of divers towns and offices 
in Normandy and Guienne, on unworthy per- 
suns. For procuring the king to grant the 
earldoms of Enreney and Longuevile, and 
other lordships in Normandy te the bastard of 
Orleans, and other Frenchmen, the king’s 
ciuctest enemics, without the assent of the 


? 


council: kor that the duke procured the king, 
in his own presence, to promise the French 
ambassador to attend in person at the conven- 
tion in France, to the king’s subversion if it had 
taken effect. For causing the subsidies granted 
to be contrarily employed. For causing the 
king’s treasure to -be spent on the French 
queen, and other French people. For con- 
suming the sum of 60,000]. lett by the lord 
Dudley the late treasurer. For conveying out 
of the king’s treasury the obligations of the 
finance for the duke of Orleans. For pro- 
curing himself to be made earl of Pembroke, 
aid obtaining the lordships of Haverford-west, 
alter the dea-h of sir Rowland Lenthal. For 
staying the process of outlawry against Wm. 
Talbois, esq. of Lincoln, upon several appeals 
of murder. For procuring a pardon to the 
said Wm, for not appearing upon suretyship of 
peace. For procuring persons of his cuntede- 
racy to be made shertls. For procuring a 
varrison of Englishmen to fight agamst the 
Germans, the hing’s allies, on the part of the 
French, the king’s enemies.” All which aru- 
cles the commous required to be enrolled, and 
that the said duke might answer to them.— 
On the same day the duke of Suffolk was 
brought from the Tower, by the king’s writ, 
into the Parl. Chamber, at Westminster, be- 


fore the king and lords; to whom the articles - 


aforesaid were rehearsed, who desired a copy 


of them, which was granted. And, for the ; 


more ready answer to them, he was committed 

to the custody of certain esquires, in the tower 

within the king’s palace. 
March 14th, the said duke appeared again 


before the lords, and on his knees denied the . 
truth of the first 8 articles of treason against | 


him ; and offered to prove them false in any 
manner the king should appoint. ‘The Ist of 
them he denied as impossible, inferring, that 
some of the lords knew he meant to have mar- 
ried his son to the earl of Warwick’s daughter, 
if she had lived. Yo many of the rest, he re- 


ferred himsclf to the king's letters patents, and 


to some acts of the council. To the yielding 
up of Anjou and Main, he referred also to the 
acts of the council; which shew, that other 
lords were privy thereto, as well as himself, 
and said that the same was delivered ee the 
bishop of Chichester, then keeper of the privy 
seal. : 

March 17th, the said duke was brought again 
before the lords, to whom the chancellor re- 
peated the answer he had made, and told hin, 
that therein he had not put himself upon his 
peerage, and asked the duke which way he 
would he tried? who, kneeling, said, that he- 
hoped he had answered all things to the fall, 
and so protesting his innocency, referred hm- 
self entirely to the king’s mercy and award.— 
Thereupon the chancéllor, by the king's com- 
mand, pronounced this sentence, “ that since 
the duke did not put himself upon his peerage, 
the king, in relation to the articles of treasoa 
contained in the first bill, would be doubtfal. 
And as to the articles of misprision, the king, 


$33] 


into the sea, 
4 Parl. called.] 


Henry, d. of Exeter 
John, duke of Norfolk 
Humphry, d. of Buck- 
inghain 
Fdinund,d ofSomerset 
Richard,c.of Warwick 
Henry, earl of North- 
umberland 
Thos. e. of Devonshire 
Win. earl of Arundel 
Ralph, carl of West- 
taoreland 
Richard,e.of Salisbury 
John, earl of Oxford 
John, e. of Worcester 
James, e. of Wiltshire 
John, Vis. Beaumont 
James, lord Berkeley 
Edw, }. Gray,of Groby 
Edm.1.Gray,ot Ruthin 
Robert, lord Hunger- 
furd, sen. 
Ralph, lord Graystock 
Hiv. Percy, |. Poinings 
Wm. lord Bottreaux 
Thos. ford Dacres, of 
Gilsiand 
John, Id. Beauchamp 
James, lord Audley 
Ralph, lord Cromwell 
Wm. lord Zouch, of 
Harringworth 
John, lord Scroop, of 
Masham 
Wn. lord Fitzhugh 


\ 
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not as judge by the advice of the lords, but as 
one to whose order the duke had committed 
himself, dath banish him the realm, and other 
his dominions, for 5 years; from the 1st of 
May next ensuing.”—-After which sentence 
being given, lord Beaumont, lord high consta- 
ble, stood up, on the behalf of the bps. and | 
lords, and required, ‘ that it might be enroll- | 
ed, that the said judgment was by the king’s 
own rule, and not by their assent; and also 
required, that neither they nor their heirs 
should, by this example, be barred of their 
peerage and privileges.’ 
count of this parliamentary inquiry into the 
musconduct of a prime minister, from the re- 
corts themselves. Undoubtedly the mildness 
ot his sentence ptoceeded from the queen’s 
great indulvence to him; who was in hopes, 
that lis short banishment might last longer 
than the malice of his enemies against him. 
But, uuhappily for both, the duke was taken 
prisoner ut sea, by a private English captain, 
who had way-laid him, had his head struck off 
va the side of a long-boat, and his body thrown 


, [4 


—The foregoing ac- 


A par]. was called to meet 
at Westminster, on the 6th of Nov. 1451. 
The iollowing is a list of the 

Peers summoned to this Parliament. 


Henry, lord Scroop, of 
Bolton 
Leonard, lord Welles 
John, lord Clinton 
William, lord Lovel 
Edward Nevile, lord 
Bergavenny 
Robert, 1. Willoughby 
Thomas, lord Clifford 
Henry, Vis. Bourchier 
Edward, lord Brooke, 
of Cobham 
John, 1.Talbot, of Lisle 
Thomas, lord Scales 
Reg. |. Gray de Wilton 
John, lord Stourton 
Rd. Woodvile, |. Rivers 
William Bourchier, ld. 
Fitzwarren 
William, lord Bonevile 
Hy.Bromflect, |. Vescy 
Thomas, lord Roos 
Robert, lord Hunger- 
ford, of Molins 
Ralph, lord Boteler, 
of Sudley 
Thomas, lord Gray, of 
Richmond 
William Beauchamp, 
lord St. Amand 
Thos. Percy, ld. Egre- 
mont 
John Sutton, |. Dudley 
Wilham Fynes, lord 
Say and Seal 


These great men, with the prelates, clergy, 
and commons, being ussembled before the 


king, in the Painted Chamber at Westminster, 


(20th of Jan. following. 
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John Kempe, cardinal, abp. of York, and chau- 
cellur of England, by the king’s cominand de- 
clared, “ that this parl. was called to provide 
for the defence of the realm, the sate keepirg 
of the seas, and to make provision for an army 
ayainst the French; but particularly tor sup= 
pressing of insurrections at home.” To which 
end he desired the commons to choose and 
prescnt their speaker, as usual. 

A Speaker chosen.) But, according to 
the Record, it was net till November 10th, 
that the commons presented sir Wiliam 
Oldhall, knight, to be their Speaker, whe 
was allowed, with the usual protestation, 
The first thing we find that this parl. went 
upon, was to devise several orders and regula- 
tions about altering the manner of collecting 
and paying the subsidy granted by the last 
parl.; though what regulations they were are 
net mentioned in the Abridgment, Nor is 
any thing clse given us from the Record, ex- 
cept a complaint and appeal for a murder, 
though this session lasted above a month; 
when, on the 17th of Dec. the chancellor, in. 
the presence of the king and the three estates, 
prorogued the parl. to the same place, on the. 
And again, on the 
29th day of April, it was also prorogued tu the- 
5th of May next ensuing. 

A Monopoly granted, in order to raise. Moa 
ney.| The tirst thing that we find now in this. 
third session is a grant to the king of 20,0001. 
out of the customs of London and Southamp- 
ton, by 100. peymens to relieve his immedi- 
ate wants and poverty. Besirles, in consider 
ation of 40001, delivered to the king, in Allom,, 
by some Genoese merchants there named, it, 
was enacted, “ that they shall be allowed to | 
ship any staple ware out of the south of Engn 
land, until they be answered the said sum,” 
Also it was enacted, “ that certain merchants: 
of the south shall have all the allom aforesaid, 
on advancing to the king in hand 8000}. and, 
that no man be allowed to bring, buy, or selk 
any other allom, forthe space of two years, 
on pain of forfeiting the same.” This was a 
strange Monopoly, and shewed the pressing 
occasions of the king und state fur money at 
that ume. 

The Commons desire the removal of most of 
the King’s Servants.| An extraordinary Peti- 
tion of the communs was presented to the 
king, importing no less than the removal of 
most, or all his court from him. For it was 
desired, that Edin, duke of Somerset, Alice 
Poole, late wife of Wm, Poole, late duke of 
Suffolk, Wm. bp. of Chester, sir John Sutton, ba 
ron of Dudley, Wm. Damiel, late of London, esq, 
John Trevilian and Edw. Grimstone, of London, 
esqrs, ‘I'ho, Kemp, clerk of the commons, Re-~ 

inald, abbot of st. Peter's, Gloucester, Tho. 
Pulford, of London, esq. John Harapton, Wm, 
Myners, John Blackwcll, John Penerike, John 
Gergoran, Stephen Slegs, Tho. Stacey, Tho. 
Hore, the lord Hastings, sir Edm. Sag cadet 
sir Tho. Stanley, knights, Jenkin de Stanley, 
esq. wiher of the king’s chamber, Rwrthal, 
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Hawley, Ralph Palthorp, escrs. sir Edmund 
Hampton, sir Robt. Wingfield, knights, Mr. 
Gervase Deberry, one ot the King’s secret 
riet, Mr. John Saunerset, and Mr. John New- 
part of the Isle of Wight, “ be banished from 
the king’s presence during their lives, and 
hot to come within 12 mies of the court, be- 
caure the people spoke cvil of them.” The 
~ kine’s answer to this petinon was, “ that as 
ty tisnself, he was well contented that thev 
should go, unless they were lords, and a few 
others, Seni he could not well spare from 
about his person, and so to continue absent 
for one year, to sce if auy man could truly lay 
anv thing to their charge.” 

“Lhe sebellion in Kent under Jack Cade.) 
Whether this last Petition was made in order 
to quiet the clamours of the people of Kent, 
&c. who were then up in arms under the con- 
duct of Jack Cade, we know not. But a very 
severe act was passed this session ayainst that 
~rebel; whereby he was attainted of treason, 

all his lands, tenements, &c. given to the king, 
and his blood corrupted. But though our Re- 
cords are somewhat silent as to the complaints 
of the commons u::der Cade, history is not so; 
but hath given us the contents of two bills, 
which it is said they exhibited to the houses, 
then sitting at Westminster, that they might 
rave their concurrence with them in the re- 
formation they were bringing about in the go- 
vernment. The first they called, “ the com- 
ve unts of the commons of Kent, and the causes 
their as-cmbling at Blackhcath.” The other 

‘ Iper they style dy “ the requests of the vreat 
assemblyin Kent.” These complaints of Griev- 
ANE OK, O20, are been seen and perused, as 
Swell hy the lords and commons in parl. as- 
semb ted, a as by the king’s council, were not 
only, says Daniel, “ condemned and disap- 
proved, i the authors of them voted proud | 
and pre-nnintuons rebels, not to be grated 
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with die pronuses, but Sp pressed by force of | 


arms.” Bat Tlollingshead says, more justly, 


AS sPeCuis probable by the abstract from the 
records, Cat it does not appear the complaints 
of the-e people were reyccied by park. only 
that the council condemned them, as they 
world have done had they been more reason- 
able, ceonsidecing the method of preterring 
them. However, towas not long atter, that 
Jack Cade and his followers were put to Might 
by the king’s army, and their leader slain, 
having had a price set on lis head by procla- 
mation. 

A Parl, called] A park. was called, bv 
writs dared the 20th of Jan. 1455. to meet at 
Reading on the 6th ot March following; Rd. 
duke of York and Ea-n. duke of Somerset. be- 
my the firs. persons named on the lst. At 
the dav appomted thoy all met at the refectory, 
within the abbey of Re: iding, when Wim, bp. 
of Lincola, in the absence of Jolin abp. of 
Canterbury, chanccllor of England, declared 
the cause af the parl, to be chietly for the 
good govt. of the realin, and sate dcfenee of | 
the same;.tu which end he-bid the, commons 


| 
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choose their Speaker, and present him, as 


usual, 


d Speaker chosen.) Aud the next day, af 
ter tine receivers and tricrs of petitions were 
appointed, the commons presented to the king, 
Tho. ‘Thorpe, esq. to be ther Speaser, who, 
with the common protesiation, was allowed. 

A Subsidy granted] Vise first thing they 
went upon ‘this session was the Supply: when 
the commons granted to the king one 10th 
and one 15th, likewise tonnage and poundage 
during his litt. fhe commons aiso granted to 
the king, for the same ter, the subsidy on 
wools, that is, Gus. 4d. for every sack ‘ot deni- 


zens, and 5l. from aliens, and so for other staple-. 


ware in proportion, Likewise, they gave the 
king, of every merchant not born within the 
realm, and no denizen, and keeping house, 
40s. and of every such merchant as shall re~ 
main within the realm but 6 weeks, 20s. per 
an.; and of every merchant alien, being no 
denizen, 13s. 4d yearly, during the king's ; lite. 
After this, the Spe saker came betore the king 
and declared that the commons had voted 
20,000 archers for the king’s service, for the 
term of half a year; and March the 18th, 
when these Monev Bills were passed, ond 
thanks for them given to the lords by the king 
linnselt; John, cardinal, abp. and chancellor, 
by the king’ S command, prorogued the parl, to 
the 20th of April then ensuing, at Westm. 
Being met again, the king w discharged the 
commons of 7U00 archers, part of the 20,000 
granted him Just sessions: and a due Lal a 
tion was settled, for every particular county 1 
the realm, whit they would bear tow: ards ihe 
support of 13,000 men for his miajesty’s ser- 
vices; but, in catide: ‘vation of a cousiderable 
sunvof money, to be levied by the commons, 
the king was content to respite the raising 
the said 13,600 archers; unless, “upon neces— 


sity, or being obliged to go in person to 
the wars, he be forced to take them. —- 
The commons farther granted unto the 


king the moiety of one soth and one tth, 

for which the king returncd them thanks in 
these words, viz. “& We thank you for your 
grants; for the which be you assured, as will 
be tl good and gracious lord unto you.” The 
lord chance, on the end day ot July, prorgued 
the park, agai to Reading, to the 7th of Nov. 
follpwine, And at Reading, on the saine diay, 
we find that the park was adjourucd from 
thence to the 1ith of Feb. next, at Westinin- 
sier, But on that day, John carl of Worces- 
ter, and treasurer of Fngland, 
letters patents, made another short provocation 
of three days, to the Lith of the said month at 
Westminster, On which day, being again as- 
seuibled to do business, Rd. duke of Yurk, by 
the king's letters patents, was appointed presi- 
dent in the said part, 

Lhe d.of York's complaint against Thorp the 
Spoaker, . jor a trespuss. | On the same day, 
aremarkable case came before this parl, The 
Commons represented to the king and lords, 
that Tho, ‘Yhorp, their Speaker, “and Walter 


by the king’s - 
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Ral, a member of their house, were hoth im-' lords, and not of his own secking or desire. 
prsoned; they therefore requested, that the | Ans. The like articlés shall be unmade tor this, 
said members might be set at liberty, accord- | as was made during the king’s mimority,.— 


ing to the privileges of their iouse. “Lhe nest 
Way the duke of York stood up in the house 
af lords, and acquainted their lordshins, “ that 
he had reccived damages in an action of tres- 
pass against the said Thorp last term, by a 
verdict in the king’s exchequer, for carrying 
away the goods of the said duke of York out 
of Durhum-house ; for the which he remained 
inexecuuon, and prayed that he might conti- 
nue there.” | 
The advice of all the judges being taken in 
this matcer, they made answer, © Vhat it was 
not their part to judge of the parliament’s ac- 
tions, who were judecs of the law themscives ; 
ouly they said that a general superscdeas of the 
pariament there was not, but a special there 
wus; in which case of special supersedeas, every 
mcomber of the house uf commons ought to en- 
Joy the same ; unless it be in cases of treason, 
teluny, surety of the peace, or for a condcnina- 
tion betore the parl,”"—Aftter which answer be- 
ine civen, the lords came to this resolution, 
“ That the said ‘Thos. Thorp should remain in 
execution, notwithstanding his privilege.” Aud 
scat a committee of their own house to the 
commons to require them, on the king’s behals, 
tu chase anew Speaker, Accurdinyly a com- 
mittee of the commons were sent tu the lords 
to acquaint thei that they had newly chosen, 
In the place of Thos. Thorp, sir Thos. Charlton, 
huight, for their Speaker; to which the chan- 
cellur answered, that the hing approved of 
him, and willed them to proceed citcetually. 
Tie King’s udness.] About this time, Henry 
fell dangerously sick at Clarendon ; his sick- 
ness continued a long time, but, at last, he 
was pertectly recovered of it. The joy at 
court, on thus occasion, was auginented by the 
birth of a young prince, who was christened by 
the name of hLdward. A committee of the 
lurds was uppoiated to go to the king, lving 
sick at Windsor, to learn his pleasure touching 
two articles; the 1st, to know who should be 
ahp. of Canterbury, and who chancellor of 
Fugland, in the place of John Kemp, by whose 
death they lay in the king's disposal. The @nd, 
tu know whether certain lords, there mamed, 
to be of the privy council, were agreeable to 
hun, or not. Ou the 23th of March the said 
committee reported to the whole house, “ that 
they had been to wiut upon the king at Wind- 
sor, and after 3 several repairs thither, and 
earnest solicitations to speak with the king, 
they could by no means have answer, or token 
of answer, being only told the king was sick.” 
The D. of York appointed Protector.) And 
whereas the lords, on the 27th of March, bad 
appomted the duke of York to be Protector 
and Defender of the realm, so lung as the same 
shall please the king, the said duke thereupon 
required the answer of the lords to the arti- 
cles following :—I. “ That it be cnacted, that 
She said duke doth take upon hin the said 
oflice, by the particular appointiucnt of the 


H. ‘Phat all the lords will assist the duke in 
his oliee, A. This agreed by ail lawtul means, 
VW. Yo prescribe the power thereby given to 
sud duke. Ans, He shall be chief of the coun- 
cil, protector and detender, which implies a 
personal attendance gsatnst foreign lnvasion, 
wud inward rebcthion; but no authority of go- 
vernance; and all this, sv it be uo prejudice to 
the prinee.—-FV. To anpoint how much money 
the said duke shall take for the exercise of 
the said ofhce. Ans. Preecdents shall be 
searched, and the duke couter:ed withal about 
it, after which an act shall be made to settle 
it.” : 

‘Then the king’s letters natents were read in 
the house, anpointing the suid duke to be his 
chief counscllor, protector and detender of this 
realin, during the king’s pleasure; or, unto 
such time ag Edw. the prince shall come to 
ave of discretion. Which reat oilice the duke, 
In full par. took upon hin to pertorn. Thence | 
it appears, says a late historian, that it was be- 
lieved the King’s indsposition would Last: ays 
long as he lived, and that it atlected his un- 
derstanding more than his body. In the next 
place, adds he, by reserving this otlice, for a 
child of six months old, who was to exercise it 
when ofage, the parl shewed their intenrion 
to preserve Gatire the rights of the house of 
Lancaster, though the duke of York was de- 
Clared Protector, Ocher letters patents were 
read, which were made to fdward the young 
prince, as inthe 14, Vi. with the yearly tee 
of 2000 marks only; besides allowances for 
learning to ride and such other exercises ; pro- 
vided the sae be no ways prejudical to any 
grant made to Margaret queen of England.—' 
Again, the king, by bis letters patents, created! 
his son Edward prince of Wales, and earl of 
Chester, to tim and to bis heirs, kings of Eng- 
land, with the revenues thereunto belonging ; 
whieh were confirmed by the hands of all the 
lmids, and by the connnons in parhament.—by 
the same authority the king granted to his 
queen Margaret, the sum of 10001. yearly, tor 
her lite, out ef the customs and subsidy of 
wools in the port of Southampton; besides 
sundry manors and hereditaments in the coun- 
ties of Northampton, Southampton, and Ox- 
fordshire, which were alse contirmed to her by 
parliament, A 

In this parl. Thos, Courtney, earl of Devon, 
was accused of treason, and acquitted of thy 
same by his peers; Efumphry duke of Buckinz- 
ham being high steward for the time being. 
But, because the duke of York judyed the ho- 
nesty of the said lord ‘to be touched, the said 
curl nude a public declaration of his loyalty 
before the house, and referred further trial of 
it, as aknight should do; on which the lords 
wholly acquitted him, as a loyal subject. ’ 

The commons required the lords to call to 
mind the hazard that the town of Calais was 
then in, aud the safe keeping of the sca, and 

\ : . 
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that the subsidy granted might be really em- (as erroncous as the former. Instead of that, 


preyed to that purvose. They also desired the 
ords ty excuse thon irom granting any other 
subsidies; tnally, they required that a grave, 
or wise council should be established to answer 
all petitions, xc. which was promised.—It was 
ordamed, that the mayor, constable, and {el- 
lowship of the merchants of the staple at Ca- 
dais, shall be paid 10,000 marks out of the sub- 
sidy of wouls there, which sum they lent to- 
wards the pavment of the soldiers’ wages in 
that place. The said mayor and merchants 
made several deman.is besides, which are not 
specified ; to whicl they had answers given 
them. Sut td. duke of York, being appoimted 
captain, or governor of Calais, and requiring 
satisfaction in 13 articles, or demands, con- 


cerning ready payineat, aad other proper sup- | 
plies tor keeping che same, could obtain no | 800 common men, were slain; and what ren- 
answer to tucim.—For the titles of the other; dered this victory more cumpleat, the king 


acts passed in this purl. see the list at the end 
of this reiga. 

Lhe Duke of York raiscs an Army, and takes 
the King p:woner.] It has been said, that 
the wars with Fraace being nuw ended, the 
civil dissentions, between the two Houses of 
York ‘and Lancaster, began in contending tor 
the crown; though hitherto matters had been 
carried on both sides with moderation, the 
house of York having yet, not openly, made 
their clann ty the rezality, neither in parl. nor 
out; but only ra:sed an army, under pretence 
of reforming abuses in the government. “ The 
title this fainily had to the crown,” says Daniel, 
“was very fair, according to the law of the 
land ; Rd. the present duke, being great grand- 
son of Lionel duke of Clarence, elder brother 
to John of Gaunt, duke of Lancaster, by whom 
the three Henrys derived their right to the 
oruwn, But Hen. Vi. though his title was not 

‘so fair and clear, yet, not being the usurper 
hunself, but succeeding upon the usurpation of 
Ahis father and grandfather, two very great 
princes, and he being of known goodness and 
piety, hud long kept possession of it. ‘There- 
fore it required great art, cunning and force, 
in the duke of York, to wrest the diadem froin 
hin.” Most of our historians relate, that the 
duke of Somerset was accused of treason, in 
the last parl. having been arrested some time 
berore, and sent prisoner to the tower. How 
- tar this last circuinstance may be true, is un- 


certain ; but the former is apparently false, by | 


the proceedings of that parl. given before. It 
Is said further, “ that the queen, who was as 
inten: tu save Somerset, as his cnemies to de- 
stroy him, had so contrived matters, that no- 
thing should be done aguinst him; for the 
king, being somewhat recovered trom bis ill- 
Ness, and come well to his senses, she caused 
bim, though very weak, to be carried to the 
houses, and there ta dissolve the parl. so that 
nothing was determined in the matter.” It is 
not possible to suppose that the careful abridger 
of the records would have overlooked this last 
circumstance; and therefore since he has 
taken no notice of it, we may well suppose it 


Edmund duke of Somerset is the 2nd person 
on the list of the pecrs summoned to this pee 
and he was ordered to be paid a very large 
sum due to him for fees, wages, &c. whilst he 
was governor of Calais, by consent of both 
horses. 

It is certain, however, that the duke of 
York, finding he could not get Somerset re- 
moved from the kiny’s, or rather the queen’s, 
protection, raised another army aad encamped 
with it near st. Albans, ‘Ihe king and his 
courtiers were as ready to oppose hun, and a 
battle was fought near that town, May 23, 
anno 1455, im which the duke was victorious 5 


and the duke of Somerset, the earls of Nore - 


thumberland and Stafford, John lord Chiford, 
with many others, persons of note, and about 


himself was taken prisoner.—The d. of York, 
and the lords his cuutederates, carried the kin 

with them to st. Albans, and paid him all the 
honour and reverence due to his dignity. ‘They 
besought him, on their knees, to forgive the 


action of that day, and accept them for his— 


loyal subjects. For now the duke of Somerset, 
the common enemy of the nation, and the 
cause of this commotion being dead, he and all 
his adherents would remain, during their lives, 
his faithful and obedient subjects; and that he 
should find, that the destruction of Somerset 
was his own preservation.— With such artful 
speeches, they amused the poor king, who 
seemed well satified with their actions. After 
which the confedcrate lords spent their Whit- 
suntide together at London ; where it was re- 
solved to call a parl. to settle and compose. 
things for the general good of the nation. — 

A Parl, culled.| Writs were accordingly 
issued out for summoning a parl. dated May 
26, at Westminster, to meet at the same place 
onthe 9th of July 1455. It is to be noticed, 
that no peers on either side@of the question 
were omitted in the summons; this hst being 
conformable to the last, except in the names 
of the peers slain in the last battle.—Cotton 
begins tie account of this parl. in this manner : 
s tp the presence of the king, sitting in his 
chair of state, and of the lords and commons, 
Tho. Bourchicr, abp. of Canterbury and chan- 
cellor of England, declared the cause of the 
parl, and took for his theme, &c. ‘other report 
there is none.’ Wheretore the chancellor 
willed the commons to chuse their Speaker, 
and the next day to present him to the king, 
And farther shewed to them, that the king’s 
pleasure was, that all estates should enjoy theit 
liberties.” ‘The next day the chancellor caused 
certain articles to be read before the houses 
containing the cause of the summons, which 
were divided as follows: first, to take order 
for the expences of the king’s houschold. For 
the due payment of the garrison at Calais, 
and the marches there, ‘To provide for keep- 
ing the seas against any Invasion of the 


en particuledy to" guard against the 
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Scots, who had besieged Berwick, notwith- 
standing the truce. ‘To appoint how and 
what time the 13,000 archers, granted last 
parl. should be employed. ‘lv procure a per- 
tect accord and unity amongst the lords. ‘To 
restraus the carrying out of gold and silver 
coin. To provide tor better keeping of the 
seas. To take precaution that the peace inay 
be kept in Wales. To every one of which ar- | 
ticles, a committee of certain bps. and lords 
were severally appointed. 

A Speaker chosen.} The day after, the 
commons presented sir John Wenlock to the 
hing as their Speaker; who, with the usual ce- 
remony, was allowed. The same day a long 
conveyance or charter, made by the king, 
whereby he acquitteth Rd. duke of York, Rd. 
earl of Warwick, and Rd. earl of Salisbury, of 
any disloyal practices, and taketh them to be 
his good and faithful subjects, was read and 
contirmed by parl. In which it is remarked, 
that Edm. late duke of Somerset, Tho. Thorp, 
and Wm. Joseph, esqrs. by their falsc dealings, 
had caused the king to think the contrary of 
these lords, and raise a great power aguinst the 
duke and thein.—Then some letters were read, 
wrote by the duke of York, and sent to tlic 
abp. of Canterbury, chancellor of England, 
dated from loyston, in May last, concerning 
his coming with an armed force to mect the 
king, in order to redress the grievances he liad 
complained of: one of these, was also signed 
by the earls and lords that accompanied him, 
and expressed their great seg and sub- 
mission to his maj. But these letters, it scems, 
were kept from the king’s knowledge, by the 
duke of Somerset, and others, until such time 
as the said duke of York, &c. met with the 
king at st. Albans last Monday, in order to 
have spoke with him; but that the duke of 
Somerset and others did resist them with a 

number of armed men, in which conflict 
the said duke of Somerset was slain. Lastly, 
it was urged, that the duke of York and his 
allies, waited on his maj. very civilly, and 
made their humble obeysance to him after the 
batde.—Upon which the duke of York, and 
all his accomplices, were acquitted of coming 
with him to the said conflict or battle, and of 
any harm done at it. This was confirmed by 
the king, and the general consent of bot 
the houses, and ordered to be enrolled, July 
23. All the bps. and lords were sworn to be 
true to the king, in open parl. though none of 
their names are, as usual, entered upon the 
record. The same order was taken ‘for all 
other lords that should come to parl. to take 
the like oaths. 

At the request of the earls of Salisbury, 
Shrewsbury, and Worcester, and of the lord 
Stourton, who were made guardians of the 
seas, by the last par!. they were discharged 
from that office. And, July 31, the abp. of 
Canterbury, as chancellor, in the king’s pre- 
sence prorogued the pari. to the 12th of Nov. 
ensuing, at Westminster; after a general ‘par- 
don had been granted by the king, and con- 


firmed by their authority, for all treasons, felo- 
mes, Contempts, tresparses, &c. 

At the time appointed, the two houses met 
again ; but here, it seeins, the king was absent, 
for his letters patents were read the first day, 
constituting Rd. duke ‘of York to preside in 
this session; which commisson was read pub- 
licly, first before the lords, and next before the 
commons. ' 

Lhe d. of York again appointed Protector] 
On the 13th of Nov. amember of the Com- 
mons, whom Cotton calls only by the single 
name of Burley, with others, were appointed a 
committee from that body, to go to the lords, 
and require that the duke of York, and the 
lords, might move the king to appoint an able 

rotector and defender of the rcalin, “ since 
he would not himself attend the pubhe ser-. 
vice,’ and that the commons might be made 
acquainted with his person and character.— 
The next day the said Burley, and others of 
the commons, came again before the lords 
and renewed their suit about the Protector- 
ship; as they did the day after. Upon this, 
the lords held a consultation on the affair, 
when it was resolved, that the duke of York 
was the most worthy for the office; and there- 
tore a request was made to the said duke by 
the whole house, that he would take upon him’ 
the suid Protectorslip, according to the pre- 
cedents used betore on the lke occasion; the 
duke excuscd himself from accepting the office, 
but desired respite to consider of it.—This con- 
sideration took up but a very little time; for, 
the next day, Burley and the rest coming, as 
before, to the lords, again repeated their de- 
sire. To which the ld. chance. answered, that 
the king, with the assent of the lords, had re- 
quested the duke of York to be Protector and 
Detender of the Realm. The duke accepted 
of it, and made the same protestation and de- 
mand as he did in the last parl. and had the 
same answer. And, aftcr the said duke had 
had some conference with a committee of 
the peers, appointed for that purpose, it was 
agreed, that he showd have, yearly, towards - 
his charges 4000 marks. QOuly, he desired 
that it might be recorded, he sought not this 
honour himself, but had it laid upon him by 
them. 

But this great power, we suppose, was 
thought too dangerous to remain long in the 
duke’s possessivn ; tur a short tine after, be- 
fore this parl. broke up, the king came in per- 
son to the house; and, as well by his letters 
patents, in the nature of a writ directed to 
Rd. duke of York, as by the whole consent of 
the suid parl. revoked and repealed the power 
of Protector and Defender, and chief counsel- 
lor, before committed to the said duke. And, 
at the same time the king committed the whole 
estate, affairs, and guvernance of the realm, to 
the lords of his cuuncil. Only, for matters 
concerning his person, they were not to pro- 
ceed without making him privy to it. | 

In this parl. the king, by several letters pas 
tents, confirmed to his young son, Edw. prince 


é 
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of Wales, and His lieirs, kings of Fngland, his 
creation of the principality and carldom of Ches- 
ter, with all the particular domimions and he- 
reditaments belonging to the sad honours. 
And, as itis recited, because the said prince, the 
king’s first-born son, on the day of his birth is, 
and ought co be duke of Cornwall, the king de- 
livered up the same to hin, and all other 
hereditaments belonging to that dukedom. 
Also, 1t was ordained, that the said prince 
shall be at diet, and live in the king’s court 
unto the age of 14; for the which diet, the 
king shall yearly take all the revenues and pro- 
fits of the said principality, earldom, and 
dutchy uf the said prince, until the said prince 
come to the age of 14. Allowing yearly, to- 
wards his-wardrobe and servants wages 10,0001. 
unto the age of 8; and from that to 14 ycars 
20,000 marks yearly, with several other provi- 
sions there expressed, which were all confirmed 
by parliament ; 

At the request of the mayor and company of 
the staple at Calais, sir John Cheney, knt. vic- 
tualler of that town, who by the appomtment 
of the council had delivered to the said mayor 
and company certam of their éblivations, to 

_the sum of 2000 marks, which they lent the said 

sir John, by consent of parl. was acquitted of 
the same.=—The king for 20,0001. borrowed of 
the merchants of the staple, by the assent of 
par]. granted to them the repayment of the 
rame, out of the customs¢and passage-dues in 
the ports of Sandwich and Southampton.—A 
particular allotment of 30341. 19s. 42d. out of 
divers of the king's revenues, customs aud fee- 
farms, is allowed, yearly, towards the charges 
of the bines lnushold A cencral act of re- 
stunption of all lands, othecs, and fees, &c. 
from the first day of this king’s reign, was 
passed, with several provisions mude therein, 
And after all this business was transacted, 
Tho. abp. of Canterbury, and chancellor of 
England, by the appaintment of the duke of 
York, the king’s commissioner, in the pre- 
sence of the lords and commons, prorogucd 
the parl. from that day, Dec. 14, to the 4th 
of Jan. next ensuing, at Westminster. But 
though we hear no .more of a meeting of this 
parl, yet it is necessary to learn what histori- 
ans have collected relating.to the proceedings 
of it, that the reader, by comparing then with 
the foregding account from the Records, may 
better come at the source of the mischiefs, 
which soon after involved all England in blood 
and ruin. 

Resolutions against the Queen, &c.] This 
parl. says Danicl, met on the day appointed, 

_ July 9th,. in order andeed to settle things ac- 
cording to the will of the conquering lords, 
but under a pretence of doing all for the pub- 
lic good. Some tew acts were made, more for 
the colour of justice than the coinmon safety, 
These acts were passed and published, to let 
the people see what a rcefurmation they might 

expect if the popular lords had the rule. But 
thev only served as acurious prolocue to what 

Aviluwed, and was cluefly intended, viz, the 
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following Votes and Resolutions :-—® That the 
govt, as it was managed by the qheen, duke of | 
Somerset, and their friends, had been of late a 
ereat injustice and oppression to the people. 
That the king, who was himself a pious and 
cuod prince, had been abused by those who 
counselled and advised him, to his great dis- 
honour, That the duke of Gloucester, whose 
memory had been stained with a charge of 
treason and rebellion since his death, was a 
truce and faithful subject beth to the king and 
realm. That all manner of ehenations and 
eifts of the revenues and lands of the crown, 
whether made by the king himsclf, or part. 
from the 1st year of his reign, should be re- 
voked, and the said lands and revenues re- 
sumed and taken into the king’s hands. That 
no person or persons should judge or report 
that the duke of York, with the earls of Salis- 
bury and Warwick, were guilty of rebellion or - 
treason, in coming against the king in a war- 
like manner to st. Alban’s; since the action 
was necessary, and taken in hand to free the 
king from captivity, and bring peace and safe- 
ty to the nation; but all the blame was to be 
laid on the duke of. Somersct, lord chief baron 
Thorpe, and Wim. Joseph, esq. who, out of a 
malicious and evil design, kept a letter, sent by 
the lords, from the king’s knowledge; which, if 
it had been delivered to the king’s may. would 
have taken away the cause of these disorders,” 
—By these votes and acts, adds our authority, 
they made way for the resolution, which was 
the main drift of all; by which it was ar- 
pointed, that the duke of York should be Pro- 
tector of the realin, and the earl of Salisbury 
lord chanc. and the carl of Warwick governor _ 
of Calais and the territorics thereunto belong- 
ing. So that all authority, civil and military, 
was in a manner put into the hands of the 
confederate lords, and Henry had only his ti- 
tle of king, without any other power. Under 
this establishment the lords were very careful 
tu administer justice impartially, to avoid de- 
lays of suits, and to puuish bribery, in order to 
ingratiate themselves with the people. 

But this exalted power, so snatched as it 
was, continued on its basis but for a short time, 
for the queen soon found means to overturn it. 
Notwithstanding the loss of the duke of So- 
merset und others in the battle at st. ‘Alban’s, 
she had then several very eminent lords in her 
interest; and, being alady of a masculine spi- 
rit, she was not afraid to undertake any thing 
tu keep up the dignity of her hhusband’s 
crown. It is probable that she caused the 
king to revoke the grant of the Protectorship 
to the duke of York, in the last session of pari. 
before it was prorugued: as it is particularly 
mentioned in the Records, though all our his- 
torians are silent about it, and only say, that 
the duke and the earl of Salisbury were displaced 


from their offices, by an express order, under 


the great seal, some time after the parl. broke 
up. See Hollingshead, p. 646. ; 
Agreement between the Queen's party, and 


the confedcrate Lords.] The queen and her 
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party being again restored to the govt. kept 
their ground for some time, thouch the dis- 
contented lords watched all opportunities to 
disludge them. Some tumults and skirmishes 
happened betwixt the two parties, aad an- 
other general battle was dreaded: to prevent 
Which, the pious king and his bps. anter- 
fered, and terms of accommodation were of- 
fered to reconcile them. A grand meeting of 
the heads of both parties avpeared at Jondon, 
with numerous retinues of armed tolluwers; 
and there, sword-in-land, as it Were, a secin- 
ng Teconciliation was effected, ehe terms of 
Which are contained in 8 articles. Which 
award or agreement was sealed withthe great 
seal, in the King’s palace at Westminster, 
March 24, 1458. 
Lhe Quavred renewed. | Affairs continued in 
a peaceable manner after this but a very short 
ume; for the came year an affray happening 
near the king's palace at Westninster, be- 
tween a servant of the kinw’s and some of the 
earl of Warwick’s, the quarrel run so hich, 
that many joining on cach side, the earl him- 
self had like to have been slain, who came to 
appease it. Taking this as a desien of the 
queen’s to murder him, and fearing worse 
might happen,. he hastened down to York, 
Where,mecting with the duke and his father, they 
soon concerted measures together to begin a 
new commotion, The civil war was again en- 
tered into with great warmth on both sidess 
but fortune did not favour the d. of York and his 
party in this second atteinpt; for when the two 
armies were come so near that a battle was ex- 
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© 4 commemoration of the king’s great care 


\ 
‘ 


in bringing the said duke up from a child; 
and the many kinducsses and honours, he had 
bestuwed upon him. Next, the coufederation 
of the said duke with Jack Cade, to get him- 
sclf advanced to the crown, The duke’s 
coming out of Ireland with forces, even, into 
the king’s court and presence. {ts practices 
to be protector. His intent to have raised an 
army against the king at Daruord in Kent, 
The duke’s submission and cath to the king in 
Paui’s, after the saine. ‘The duke’s oath at 
large. fis confederacy with the calls of War- 
wick and Salisbury. A rehearsal of the king’s 
sundry tavours and benetits conterred on the 
sud two earls. ‘The king’s pardon granted to 
the suid duke and earls, and their promises of 
due obedience, with a renumeration of divers 
benehts bestowed upon them after. ‘The aim- 
bition of the said duke and earls; their new 
oaths and promises made to the king; their 
policy in not coming to the council; and their 
readiness in getting together from a great dis- 
tance. The expedition of the earl of Salis- 
bury, with Tho. and John Nevile, krights, 
sons to the said carl; Tho. Parkin, Win. Stan- 
lev, esqrs. sons to Tho. lord Stanley; and 
Tho. Oringe of Tongue in the county of York, 
with 500 men and banners displayed at Blore- 
heath, on the teast of st. Matthew, an. reg. 37. 
James lord Audley slain at the battle of Blore- 
heath, in Staffordshire, by the said earl; and. 
John lord Dudley, with several others taken 
prisoners, The king’s pursuing them for the 
space of 30 days and nights; the king’s pardon 


pected, the king’s proclamation of a general | offered to them, and their refusal. The as- 


pardun for past vilences, caused most of the 
duke’s followers to throw down their arms and 
accept it; and their leaders were forced to tly 
mito different countries for protection, ; 

A Parl. calied.]) Henry having thus gained 
a victory, without bloodshed, came to Co- 
ventry ; where he had summoned .a pari. to 
meet on the 20th of Now. 1160. It appears by 
the list of the lords, called to this park. that 
te was wholly made up of those who were 
staunch friends to the house of Lancaster : 
though the abps. bps. &c. were summoned as 
usual. On the day of their meeting, the king 
sitting in his chair of state, in the Chapter- 
house, belonging to the priory of our lady at 
Coventry, the lords and cuimmnons being, also, 
present, Wm. bp. of Winchester, then chance. 
made a notable declaration, says our autho- 
rity, why this parl. was called. But he gives 
us no more of it, than that he willed the com- 
mons to choose their Speaker, and present him 
the next day to the king. Accordinyly, the 
cominons presented Tho. Tresham, esq. whose 
excuse being rejected, with the common pro- 
testation, he was allowed. 

Lhe duke of York, &c. attainted.|_ The first 
thing this parl. went upon, was to bring in, 
and pass a Bill of Attainder against Rd. duke 
of York, and others, his accomplices. The 
mstrament is very long, and contains, amongst 
er win the following charges :—~—1st. 

OL. 2. 


| 
| 


sembly of the said duke with Edw. e. of March,’ 
Rd. e. of Warwick, Rd. e. of Salisbury, Edm. 
e. of Rutland, John lord Clinton, Johu Wen- 
lock, Js. Pickering, John Coniers and Tho. 
Parr, knights; John Bourchier and Edw. Bour- 
chier, esqrs. nephews to the suid duke; Tho. 
Colt of London, gent. John Clay of Cheshunt 
in| Hertfordshire, Roger Egerton of Shrews- 
bury, and Rob, Bold, brother to sir H. Bold, 
esqrs.; who, with manv others, pitehed their 
field near Ludlow in the county of Hereford, 
on Friday, the vigil of the transiauion of st. 
Edw. an. reg, 38. That the duke made a 
pretence to the army that the king was dead, 
tor whose soul mass was said publicly in the 
said duke’s camp. The kiig’s expectation of 
the duke, and the duke’s ranging lis army i 
battle array, fortifying the ground with carts, 
placing guns between them; an ambush laid, 
and his intention to have suddenly surprised: 
tle king’s forces. The departure of the said 
duke and earls out of the field, about mid- 
nicht, under colour to repose themselves at 
Ludlow; and their flight into Wales, because 
that their army fainted and submitted them- 
selves to the king, who granted them pardon,”’ 
Whceretore, for these and many other causes, 
the said duke, earls, and others, were attainted 
of Treason by parl. and voted traitors to the 
king and kingdom; Alice the wife of Rd. earl 
of Salisbury, sir Wm. Oldball, knt. and Tho. 
2D . 


* 


403] PARL. HISTORY, 39 Henry VI. 1161—Duke of Fork's claim to the Crown. [404 


Vaughan, of London, esq. were, at the same 
time attainted as traitors, for procuring and 
aiding the treasons aforesaid. And all and 
singular hereditaments, &c. of the said duke, 
and others, attainted, in fee or tee-tail, were 
adjudged to be forfeited to the crown; and 
their heirs disinherited to the Gth generation. 

Rd. Grav, lord Powis, sir H. Radford, and 
Wafter Devereux, esq. were pardoned their 
lives, tor being in the field with the duke at 
Ludlow ; but their hereditaments, and other 
protits, were forfeited as before. It was 
enacted, © Phat all Ietters patents and grants 
of any office to any person that was against 
the king in the Selds.of st. Albans, Blorchcath, 
and Ludlow, shall be void; and that all grants 
made by Rd. duke of York, or by the carls of 
Salisbury and Warwick to any persons, being 
in those helds against the king, be also, void. 
But that all grants made by the kine to per- 
sons with hin in the said fields, may stand 
good 5 some proviso’s excepted.” At the re- 
quest of the commons, Walter Hopton, Roger 
-Kenistone, Falk Statford, Wm, Hastings, son 
to sir Leonard Hastings, and Win. Bowes, 
esqrs. for being in the tield against the king 
at Ludlow, paid their fines, and were puar- 
doned, At the same time the Commons ac- 
cused the lord Stanley, in sundry particulars, 
of being in’ confederacy with the duke of 
York; and prayed, that he may be com- 
mitted to prison. Ans. The king will be ad- 
vised. After which a solemn oath was framed, 
which all the bps. and lords, there named, 
did take, subscrmbe and seal, on the 11th day 
of Dee. in full parliament. 

‘ In this parl. the commons exhibited a com- 
plaint against 25 knights and esquftes, by name, 
of several counties, for their manifold rob- 
berics, rapes, and executions; against which 
strict orders were taken to cause them to an- 
sjer for the saine.—It was enacted, “ that all 
letters patents made to any person or persons, 
of the otlices of sheriffs or escheators for life, 
within the counties of Chester and Flint, be 
utterly void; except certain persons there 
mumed.” Lastly, an act was passed, “ that 
all such knights of any county, as were return- 
ed to this parl. by virtue of the king’s letters, 
without any other election, should be valid ; 
and that no sheriff, for returning them, shall 
incur the penalty of the statute made 23 Hen, 
VI."—Aftter all which, on the 25th of Dec. 
the chancellor, in the presence of the king and 
the three estates, and by his majesty’s com- 
mand, after giving thanks to the whole body, 
dissolved this parl.—TVhese were the transac- 
tions of this extraordinary parl. extracted from 
the records; of which our historians are al- 
most altogether silent; nor is there any men- 
tion of it in the Statutes at Large, except that 
we find an act was made in the next to repeal 
‘and abolish all the proceedings of this purl. at 
Coventry. 

The King again taken Prisoner.] But uot 
long after their rising, affairs had a new turn ; 
and the partwans of the house of York uver- 


threw all the measures that had been taken 
against them. A_ battle was fought near 
Northampton, with great obstinacy on both 
sides; till at length the victory fell to the 
voung carl of March, eldest son to the duke of 
York, who, in his father’s absence in Ireland, 
was general in chief: 10,000 of the king's 
forces were slain; amongst whom were Humph. 
duke of Buckingham, John Talbot earl of 
Shrewsbury, Tho. lord Egremont, John vise. 
Beaumont and sir Wm. Lacy. ‘The king him- 
self was again taken prisoner in his tent; 
whilst the queen, with the young prihce Edw, 
her son, und the duke of Somerset, fled as far 
as the bishopric ef Durham, before they thought 
themselves sate from the pursuers. ‘This bat- 
tle was fought July 10th, 1460. 

A Parl. called.| The victorious lords hav- 
ing the king once more in their power, and 
ruling all things, almost at their own pleasure, 
procecded Viyorously in the execution of their 
designs. To thatend, they summoned a parl. 
to meet at Westminster, on the 7th of Oct.— 
In the presence of the king, sitting in his chair 
of state, in the Painted Chamber at Westmin- 
ster, and of the lords and commons, George 
bp. of Exeter, then chancellor of Enyland, 
made a notable declaration, taking fur his 
theme, ‘ congregate populum, & sanctificate 
ecclesiam,” Joel 2. At the conclusien of — 
which, the commons were desircd to chuse 
their Speaker, and present him to the king. 
The next day the cominons made a declara- 
tion to the chanccllor, that they had made 
choice of a Speaker; and, on the 4th day of 
this session, they presented John Green, esq. 
whose excuse being retused, he was admitted 
as usual, 

Acts of' the late Parl. at Coventry repealed.] 
The first thing this parl. went upon, was to 
pass an act to repeal the last, held at Coven- 
trv, Nov. 20th, 58 Hen. VI. and that-all acts, 
statutes, and ordinances, made by the autho- 
rity of the snid part. Shall be reversed. For 
which this reason is assigned, ‘ because that 

arl, was unlawfully summoned, and the 
knights and burgesses not duly chosen.” 


The D. of Yori’s clain to the era | We 
are now arrived at the moment when Richard 


duke of York made his public claim to the 
crown of England, in the face of an English 
parl.—On the 16th of Oct, says Cotton, the 
council for the duke of York exhibited a 
writing to the lords, in full parl, containing 
the Right and Claim of the said duke to the 
crown of England, and lordship of Ireland. 
The lords, upon some consultation amon 
themselves, agreed that it should be read, but 
not answered without the king.—The duke, in 
his claim, derived his pedigree from Henry III. 
to Edw. LIL and proved himself descended in 
a right line from Lionel duke of Clarence, 3rd 
son to Edw. LH. by which he avouched himself 
the undoubted heir to the crown before any of 
the line of John of Gaunt, who was only 
Ath son to the said king Edw. 

The lords, after a lopg consultation, thought 
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popes to lay this Claim and Title before the 
ing, who desired them to call the judges, 
king’s serjeants, and the attorncy-yeneral, to 
answer the same. But they, well considering 
the danger in meddling with this high affair, 
ulterly refused to be concerned in it. Upon 
which an order was made, that every peer 
might freely and indifferently speak his mind, 
without fear aod impeachment. And in the 
end the fullowing objections were made to the 


duke’s claim :—I_ “ The oaths of ali the lords ' 


That the compassing the death of the said 
duke shall be treason, That all the bps. and 
lords, in full parl, shall swear to the said duke 
‘and to his heirs, in form aforesaid. That the 
sud duke, and his two sons, shall swear to de- 


tend the lords on this agréeiment.” 
The king, on his own free motion, and the 
consent of the lords, agreed to ail the ordi- 


nances atoresaid; and utterly repealed the - 


said statute of entail, made, Hen. IV. so, al- 
ways as, hereafter, no better title could be 


taken to the king in being, and particularly the | proved fur the defeating of this title and act.— 
oath of the duke himself. If. The several | Atter all this, on the vigil of the feast of All 


acts of parl. made against the title of the said 
duke. III. Several acts of entail made of the 


crown of England. IV. That the duke, by | 


pretending to draw his title from Lionel duke 

ot Clarence, should rather bear his arms, than 

those of Edm. Langley duke of York. V. 
That at the time Henry IV. took upon him the 

crown of England, he had the same, not as 

cunqueror, but as right heir to Henry II{.” 

The Answer which Bd. Plantagenet, com- 
monly called duke of York, gave to the objcc- 
ons aforesaid, was as follows: 1st. “ That 
no oath, being the law of man, ought to be 
performed or Cent: when the same tendeth to 
the suppression of truth and right, which is 
‘canst the law of God. To the nd and 3rd, 
bh knoweth no other acts of parl. than one, 1 
len, IV. touching a general tail by him a 
wrong-doer; for it he had any right to the 
same, he neither needed, nor would have made 
suck an entail. ‘To the 4th, he justly might 
have born the arms of the duke of Clarence, 
aud of England; only he forbore the same for 
atime, ag he did his claim to the crown. The 
Sth, being a manitest, and an approved un- 
truth, was only a cloak to shadow the violent 
usurpauon of Henry of Derby.” 

_ After this Answer of the duke, to the objec- 
tins against his ttle, was read in the house, 
the lords went upon ways and means to com- 
promise matters, and came to this resolution, 
“ That the king should enjoy the crown of 
Fiyland, during his lite; and that the duke 
ad his heirs should succeed after him.” Which 
determination the chancellor was appointed to 
declare to the king. And the duke of York’s 
pedigree and ttle being again repeated to him, 
tue king consented to this award; and it 
was drawn up in furm following: ‘ That the 
hing should, during his lire, enjoy the crown 
and pre-emunence of the, realm of Enyland. 
That the said duke, the earl of March, and 
Edm. earl of Rutland, his sons, should be 
sworn by no means to shorten the days, or im- 

ir the suvercignty of the said king, during 
us life. That the said duke should be from 
thenceturth reputed and stiled the very heir 
apparent to the crown afurcsaid, and shall en- 
Joy the same, attcr the death or resignation of 
the said king, ‘That the said duke shall have 
lands and hereditaments allotted to him of the 
clear yearly value of 10,000 marks; that is, 
5000 for hunself, 3500 for the earl of March, 
and 1500 marks for. the cal of Rutland. 


Saints, the duke of York, and the two earls, his 
sons, came into the parl. before the kiug and 
lords ; and there both promised and swore to 
pelene the award aforesaid; provided the 
“ing, on his part, duly performed the same ; 
which the king then also promised to do. All 
which protestation the duke and earls required 
to be enrolled—Then the king, by his letters 
patents, assigned to the duke ot York several 
districts and other hereditaments in Wales, 
and elsewhere, to the ycarly value of 10,000 
marks as aforesaid ; in lich grant are some 
provisoes, particularly for the dutchy of Lans 
caster. All this was confirmed by the full 
consent of parl. and an act was published 


‘‘ declaring the duke of York to be right heir — 


to the crown ;_ by which also a power was viver 
him, to nde through the whole kingdom, for 
suppressing of all rebellions and insurrections : 
wherean commandment is given to all sheritls, 
othcers and subjects, to obey him as the king, 
under some restricuons.” 

Mr. Daniel tells us, that after the victorious 
lords, who had now the king im their power, 
had caused him to call a parl. they sent incs- 
sengers, with all speed, to Llreland, to inform 
the duke of York of their success, Ambition, 
says our author, needs no spurs; the duke prc-+ 
sently. embarked himself and his retinue at 
Dublin, landed at Chester, and Oct. 10, made 
his public entry into London; with trumpets 
sounding, a naked sword borne before him, «a 
great train of armed men accompanying hin; 
aud took up his lodging in the king’s own pi- 
lace, and in his own apartments, the humble 
king contenting himself with the queen’s lodg+ 
inys.—The parl. had sat 3 days betore the duke 
arrived; and he having passed through the 
city, im the manner aforesaid, went directly to 
Westminster, inte the house of peers, and 
placed hinself on the king’s seat or throne ; 
though Biondi says, that he did not sit down, 
but only took hold of the cloth of state. He 
stood a while in that posture, looking upon the 
lords stedfastly, as though he would read their 
countenances, their thoughts,. and resentincat 
of that action. At that instant, Thomas Bour- 
chier, abp. of Canterbury, came from Henry 
into the house, and after making the usual res 
verence to the duke be asked him, § Whether 
he would not go, and pay his respects to tha 
king ?? The duke, at this question, was observed, 
to change colour, and then answered him in q 
passion, § That he knew none in this kingdouy 


~ 


gs 


f 
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to whom he owed that duty or honour; but, | some time longer fortune was her frienct 5 she 
con the contrary, all men owed it to him; and defeated the carl of Warwick near St. Alhan’s, 
therctore king Henry ought to come to him.’— | retook the king, and marched for London with 
The abp. having heard this reply, went back | her forces, 11 order to cumpleat her design. 
to the king to let him know it ; which the duke | But hearing that the young carl of March, now 
perceiving, he rose up and followed him into | duke of York, had beaten the earl of Pembroke 
the palace, got possession of the king’s lodg- | in Wales, and was marching towards her, join- 
ings, breaking open several doors and locks | ed with the earl o7 Warwick and his seattere 
for entrance. lle staid there but a little while, | troops, she changed her rout and went north- 
and then returned to the house again, leaving werd, not having any comidence In case of a 
his servants and chief attendants to keep them | battle, im the Londoners, or her southern sub- 
for him. Being ura scated on the throne, | jects. : 
he boldly made his demand of the crown and Edward proclaimed King. Edward being 
the regal authority of England, i a specch for | informed of this, marched directly for the ca- 
that purpose. pital, where he was joyfully received 5 and 
The Duhe of York sluin.| To put the Jast having assembled all the bishops and lords that 
hand to this atair, the duke of York was very | were in town, along with the principal citizens, 
desjrous that the queen and her son should | Tike Alexander, he ent the knot at one stroke, 
also be prescit to ratify the treaty. The king | which his father had xo long becn endeavour- 
wrote to them both to come Up, but he soon | ing to unloose. In short, in that assembly, he 
fouud the spirit of that fierce princess other- | claimed the crown, first by an undoubted here- 
ways disposed than his own. In short, she ab- | ditary ght ; and next by an infraction of the 
solutely retused to obey; and having an army } 7th article in the Accord, made between Henry 
with her of 18,000 men, with the dukes of So- land his father, in the last pari. which the said 
merset and Exeter, the earls of Wiltshire and | Henry had broken. The affair was pushed sO 
Devonshire, the lord Clifford, and a consider- | warmly, that he was upon the spot declared 
able party of the northern nobility, she hoped | king, by the name of Edward IV. March the 
to manage better for their common interest sth, 1161; being then just 20 years of ave. 
than her husband had done.—The duke of | The next day he made a solemn procession. 
York being apprised of the queen's resolution, | through the city, first to St. Paul’s, and next 
and the preparations she had made to preserve | to W estininster-abbey 5 ‘and was proclaimed 
the crown to her son, marched down his forces 


: king by the urtle aforesaid, with the usual cere- 
into the north; aud, leaving Henry to the care 
of the carl of Warwick aud the duke of Nor- 


monics. 
Tures during the Reign of Henry VI. 
folk, advanced with the earl of Salisbury as far 
as Wakefield. He had given orders to his son, 


In his 1st year the commons cranted to the 
: king the same subsidy on woollen or staple 
the carl of March, to follow and join him with 
what forces he could raise; and, till their ar- 


wares, tunnage and poundage as formerly, for 
rival secured himself and his small army in the 


two years to come.—In his 2nd year the same 
tax was renewed.—In his 3rd year the former 
castle of Sandal, near the town aforesaid. The subsidies on wools WAS ranted for 3 years 
queen well knew that she had no time to lose, | longer; and tonnage aud poundage for one 
and therefure came herself in person, at the | year; upon condition, that foreign merchants 
head of her army, to attack the duke before 
his son could come to his assistance. ‘The 


should be strictly looked to tor their duties.— 
duke was scarce 45000 strong, but his great 
courage was the occasion of his ruin, for scorn- 


In his ith year the samc subsidy on wools, &¢- 
with tonnage and poundage, was granted for 

c two years, as in the preceding parliaments.— 

ing to be cooped up ina castle by a woman, In his 6th vear the pari. yranted a subsidy of 

contrary to the advice of the earl of Salisbury ‘ 

and other old officers, he ventured to give her 

battle ; where, being overpowered by numbers, 


3. a tun for all wine imported, and is. in the 

pound for all merchandize. Besides this, there 
he bravely fell, and bis small army were cut in 
pieces. W ‘th him was slain also the earl of 


was a kind of a Poll-Tax on every parish that 
was worth ten marks per ann. ten of the chic 
parishioners were to pay 6s. Bd. achead. And 
Salisbury, with many nore af note; but none 
is so remarkable as the death of the young 
carl of Rutland, scarce 17, who was butchered 


in every parish worth 101. a year, the like 
number of eee each to pay 4 
| 
by the lord Clifford after the batde was over, 
because he had the mistortune to be sen 


mark. Tn all corporations, evcty person worth 

above 20s. besides bis apparel and houschold 
to the duke of York. ‘Tie queen was highly 
elated at this victory, and the death of her 


¢oods, was to pay 4d. cach to the king; an 
greatest enemy : she first ordered his head to 


so proportionably for every 20 they were wort 


more.—-tn his 8th year a Supply was grante 
be struck of, crowned with paper in derision, 


of one whole 10h and one 45th, to be leviet 

on the laitv. ‘Phe commons, at the special n= 

and, with the heads of the earl of Salisbury, | stance of the hp. of Winchester, just then made 
and others, set on one of the gates of York. | a cardinal, granted another 10th and a 15th, 
&he then marched southward with her victo- |to be Jevied as above. Thev also gave die 
rious army to deliver her husband: and, in a | kinga grant of tunn?¢c and poundage, to con 
new parl. to get the late accommodation with | tinve till the nest parl.—In the same cession 


the house of Yurk antwalicd, and set aside. For | they gave the king the same subsidy ou woe sy 


e 


en sete 3 et 
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as was granted in former parliaments, for two 
years. And at the same time, they consented 
to shorten the payment of the last 10th and 
15th, to relieve the pressing necessities of the 
state.—In his 9th year the purl. granted a sup- 


ply of one 10th and one 15th, and q third of 


both. ‘They also gaye tonnage and poundage 
for two years, witha subsidy of the like value 
on all merchants aliens, over and above the 
said tonnage und poundage. The commons 
also granted to the king 20s. from every lay- 
man holding a knight's fee, and according to 
the value under or over. The same from the 
clergy for all lands purchased since the 20th 
Edw. I. And that all other persons, having 
hereditaments to the value of 20I. over all re- 
prises not held as above, shall also pay 20s. 
and so according to rate: but this was atter- 
wards given up hy the king.—In his 10th year 
he had one 10th and half a 15th; also one 
year’s subsidy on wools, and the same tonnave 
and poundace, as in the last parl. But he re- 
leased the increase of 6d. in the pound on 
merchant-strangers.—The next year the par. 
granted a 10th anda 15th, to be levied on the 
laity. They likewise granted the same ton- 
nage and poundage given the last year, for two 
years to come ; as also asubsidy of 53s, 4d. on 
every sack of woul for three years ensuing; 
and besides this a vote of ercdit of 100,000 
marks.—In his 14th year a very unusual sub- 
sidy was granted, viz. That every person hold- 
ing any frank tenant in lands, annuities, fees, 
ofhices, or hereditaments, above the vearly va- 
lue of 5]. should pay 6d. for every pound, upon 
his oath ; and a 10th and a 15th was granted 
on the laity. A subsidy also on every sack of 
wool, 33s. 4d. from merchants denizens, and 
46s. 8d. from aliens; and so according to that 
rate on other staple ware, with tonnage ard 
poundage for two years.—In his 15th year the 
subsidies granted were the like 10th and 15th, 
as in the last. Also the same subsidy on 
wools, &c. was granted for 3 vears to came.— 
In his 18th year a 10th and a 15th, and half a 
15th, was granted to be levied of the laity, as 
in his fourth year. An impost on wools was 
also granted for 3 years; and that all aliens, 
not denizens, within the realm, should pay to 
the king yearly 16d. for cach, being an house- 
keeper; being none 6d.—In his 23rd year a 
10th and a 15th, and a half.of both, was grant- 
ed by part. A subsidy also of 34s. 4d. of de- 
nizens, and 53s. of aliens, for every sack of 
wool, &c. with tonnage and pounduge of deni- 
zens, and double of alicns, was granted to the 
king for four years.—In his 27th year a grant 
of a 1uth and halt'a 15th, to be levied on the 
laity, passed both houses ; with a grant also of 
tonnage and poundage, for 5 years to come, 
on all merchants whutsocver, with an addition 
of 3s. more on aliens, as well of the Hans- 
towns as othcrwise. Another grant was also 
made of halt'a 10th and a whole 15th. Like- 
wise a poll-tax was again renewed and granted 
to the king of 16d. to be taken of every house- 
holder with 


king’s dominions, and 6d. of every other person 


so burn, and no householder; with 6s. 8d. of | 


everv merchant-stranger, and 20d. of their 
clerks. Lastly, the hke subsidy on wools was 
granted for four years, as before—The next 
vear the following subsidy was granted, viz. 
That every person having by free deed, copy, 
grant of annuity, or otlice, the clear yearly va- 
lue of 20s. in frank-tenement, should pay Gd. 
and so from 20s. to 201, From 20h to 2001. 
yearly, 12d. in the pound: frotu 2001, and up- 
wards 2s, for every pound, as well laity as 
clerey; guardians of wards, men having tees, 
and ail corporations to pay accordingly. —In 
his 29th year he had a grant of 20,0001. out of 
the customs of London and Southaapton ; 
and a very extraordinary monopoly was grant- 
ed in order to raise money.-—In his 31st: year 
the commons granted one 10th and one 15th; 
likewise tonnage and poundage during his life. 
For the same term 53s. 4d. for every sack of 
denizens, and 51: trom aliens, and so for other 
staple-ware in proportion. Likewise every 
merchant, not born within the realu, and no 
denizen, and kecping house, 40s. and of every 
such merchant, as shall remain within’ the 
realm but six weeks, 20s. And of every mer- 
chant alien, being no denizen, 133. 4d. yearly, 
during the king’s life. 

“ In dis 20th, or according to some au- 
thors,” savs sir John Sinclair, “in the 22nd 
year of his reign, the king required a benevo- 
lence for the purpose of detending Calais, at 
that thne in immincnt danger, These contri- 
butions were originally accounted perfectly 
tree and voluntary ; they were called ¢ libera- 
litas popul’ by Richard J, ‘curtalitas’ by such 
of his successors as attempted to raise them; 
and proceeded according to Henry the V.’s 
confession, § ex spontanea voluntate, ac de 
jure vindicari non possunt.’ But the mstruc- 
tions given by this monarch to his commission-~ 
ers for procuring the benevolence, contained a 
verv different doctrine. It is there stated, that 
by law he could conrpel all his subjects, at 
their own charges, to attend his wars; but that 
he was willing to spare such as would contri~ 
bute as much as two davs personal service 
would stand them in, according to their rank 
and quality. Thus he publicly declared, that 
if they did not tax themselves, money would be 
exacted from them by other means much less 
pleasing. There is extant in the rolls of par- 
liament, a very particular account of this mo- 
narch’s revenue, from which it appears, that 
the annual produce, in couscquence of the de~ 
crease of the customs, and inismanagement in 
the collection, had fallen to 64,0461. 16s. 4d. ; 
and such were the deductions from it, and the 
expences of govermment, that the charges ex- 
ceeded the receipts 35,0001. per annum. Nay, 
it was afterwards declared in parliament, that 
the income of the crown was reduced by grants, 
pensions, and otherwise, to only 50001. During 
Henry’s minority, the revenues of the crown 
had been greatly diminished by the arts and 


n the realm, not born within the] negligence of those who were in power, aud i 
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consequence of the expences incurred in car- ' the year following it fell to 5s. 4d.—In 1439, 
rying on the war against France, which were |.wheat sold for 20s. a qr.; and also in some, 
principally detrayed from the income of the | places for 11. 6s. 8d.—In 1440, the scarcity 
crown, the parliament furnishing very little } still continuing, wheat sold for il. 4s. a qr.; 
assistance. Nor were matters much amended | and malt for 13s. Oats 5s. 4d. Wine 1s. a 
when the king took the govcinment into his | gallon; and bay salt 1s. a bushel. See Fabian, 
own hands: for he suftcred hinself to be de- | Kennett, Spelman and Stowe.—From 1444, 
frauded by his ministers, who devoured the | we have the following accaunt by bp. Fleet- 
greatest part uf his revenucs, and who, in the | wood, viz. For 100 qrs. of wheat 211. 13. 4d. 
words of an ancient record, gave away the |each qr. at 4s. 4d. For two bushels of 
rights, possessions, and pronts of the crown, | wheat for secd. 1s, For two bushels of pease 
in the manner of a spoil. Dutcrent steps were | (for seed alsa) ts. For 5 qrs. of pease 153, 
taken by parl. and by his council, to improve | For 50 qrs. of malt, 10]. For six calves 12s. 
the king's situation. In the parl. held anno | For eight porkers il. 4s. without the heads. 
1450, a full resumption was made, of all the | For 40 geese 10s. For 21 doz. of pidgcons 
grants which had taken place since the death | 10s. 8d. For 15 doz. of pidgeons 7s. Gd. 
ot Henry V. To prevent the king from wast- | Far 100 doz. of pidgeons, each doz. at Sid. 
ing his revenues, his council advised him to | For an ox il. 11s. 8d.. For eight cignets, or 
convey to the archbishop of Canterbury, in | young swans, each 3s. For a tlitch of bacon 


trust, all the protits of wards, marriages, re- 
liefs, escheats, ard forfeitures, to defray the 
expences of the household ; and in the 29th 

car of his reign, those expences were reduced 
by parl, to 12,0001. per annum; whereof 2000], 
was paid out of the queen’s jointure, or sepa- 
rate estatc. His debts, at the same time, 
amounted to the enormous sum of 372,0001. ; 
towards the payment of which, tbe parl. was 
oblived to give some assistance; and his reign 
furnishes one of the first examples in the Eny- 
Jish history, of a debt being contracted on that 
species of security.” 


Price of Provisions and Labour during the 
Reign of Heary¥ IL; by which a better 
Idea may be formed of the Value of the 
foregoing Lures. |, 

In 1423, wheat sold for 8s, a qr. and malt 
for 5s.—In 1425, a colt sold for 8s. Pease 
for 2s. 2d. aqr.; and for 3d. & 1-8th a bushel. 

An ox’s hide for 2s, 5d. A cow’s hide for 

4s. 34d. and for 1s, 7id. A calf’s skin for 

iid. yey one lambs for 4s. 

sheep-skins for 3s. A tod of pure wool tor 

9s. 6d. the tod. Nineteen ells of napkin cloth 
sold for 5s. <A gallon of ale for 1%d. Red 
wine at 8d. a gallon, or flagvon. Sweet wine 
at 1s. 4d. A stone cutter fora day’s Jubour 4d. 

A tyler 3id. A sawyer 4d. For twenty pul- 

lets 1s. 8d. Fora qr. of an ox to sult 1s. 4d. 

For a cade of red herrings (720 the cade) 8s. 

For a frail of figs 3s.4d. For 12ib. of raisins 

ts, 1d. For a great flesh-ax 1s. 4d. For 2 
rards of russet cloth for the shepherd 2s. 2d. 

For 4 qrs. of wheat to be maltcd 16s. For a 

bay horse, for the prior’s stable, 11. 6s. 8d. 

For two colts 9s. For 30 pair of autumnal 

(winter) gloves for the servants 4s. To the 

baker’s servant for 10 days 1s. For threshing 

a qr. of wheat 31d, 

present 1s. 

of Worcester’s servants 5s. 


A dozen of | winte herrings 9s. 3d. 


Yor 8 woodcocks for a | Oats the qr. 1s. 94d. A gallon of 
For 12 pair of sloves to the bp. j cade of red herrings at 6s. 8d. 92 white, 
For onc man; herrings 1s.—In 1459, wheat by the qr. 4s. 


1s. Sd. For 4 oxen, young and lean, 523. 
For 26 warp of ling 11. 10s. 4d. For 100 


stockfish 173. 6d, For a barrel of herrings, 


3e@. 30 gallons fully packed, 11. For twe 
plough oxen 11, 3s, For a qr. of oats 1s. 8d. 
For 3 bushel of green pease, for sced, 2s. 3d. 
At this time it appeurs, that master-traders. 
wrought by the day at 3d. and their labourers, 
or servants at id. But then it is believed they 
had their meat and drink. ‘The yearly wages, 
were, some 11. 6s, 8d. and others 11.—in 1445, ~ 
73 qrs. of wheat came to 30s. which is, each 
qr. at ds. 6d. Oats, by the qr. at 2s. ‘Twelve . 
flageons, or gallons of ale 1s. 6d. Hay, by 
the luad, 3s. 6'd. For 3000 red herrings 
11. 11s. Twenty-four bullocks and heifers Gi. 
each head at 5s. Cloth for surplices for. 
scholars, the ell, at 6d. Thus was the same, 
as uscd at the altar; and therefore, in those 
days was certainly fine.—In 1447, wheat, by 
the qr. 8s. Oats, the qr. 23. 14d.—In 1444, 
wheat, by the qr. 6s. 8d. Oats, the qr. 2s. 
A cade of red herrings 5s. 8d. A barrel of 
In 1449, wheat, by 
the qr. 5s. A cade of red herrings 6s. A, bar- 
rel of white herrings 10s. 3d. Fittecn sheep, at 
il. 16s. 10d, each sheep at (within $) 2s. Sid, 
Seven hogs, at 13s. 8d. each hog at (within 4) 
is. 11!$d.—In 1450, oats the qr. ts. 10d. 
beans the qr. 2s. 6d.—In 14151, wheat, by 
the qr. at 8s. Oats the qr. 10s. 103. 26 gale. 


'lons of ale 3s. euch gal. at 14d. Beans, the 


qr. 3s, 4d. For a cade of red herrings 7s. 4d. 
For a barrel of white herrings 13s, 7d.—In 
1453, wheat, by the qr. 5s. 4d. Ale, per 
gallon 1td. <A cade of red herrings 7s. 6d. 
Yourscore white herrings 1s,—In 1454, oats 
by the qr. 4s. 10'd—In 1455, wheat, very 
cheap, the qr. at 1s. 2d. Malt, the qr. at, 
1s. 5d.—In 1457, wheat, by. the qr. 7s. 8d. 
eid. A 


‘ 


plowing and harrowing 12 days.1s.—In 1426, ; Outs the qr. 85. 10d. A gallon of'ale, 1d. A, 


tive oxen, cach appraised at 3s. 4d. Six cows, 
each at 2. 8d. 


wel autuin in 1424, sold tor 11. @s. 8d. hut 


‘eade of red herrings, at 7s. 10fd. 92 white 
Three horses, each at 5:— | herrings, at 1s.—In 1460, wheat the qr. at 8s. 
In 1435 and 1486, wheat, on account of a | 


Oats the qr. 2s. A gallon of ale at id. A 
cace of.red herrings, at 7s.. 192 white here, 
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nngs, at 2s.—IIcre the bp. takes notice; that 
from 1440 to 1460, wheat was never above 8s, 
the gr. notwithstanding the sword was drawn 
betwixt the houses of York and Lancaster, 
which usually cuts down corn, as well as men. 


Acts passed in the Reign of Henry VI. 


1 Hen. VI.—1. Touching the mints at York 
and Bristol. 2. That the sheriff make proclama- 
tion ofthe statutes of purveyors. 3. Against riots 
by Irishmen. 4. Touching the mint and ex- 
changes, 5. For the gains of the wars to be 
deducted for the wages of such as were re- 
tained to serve the king. 6. The statute of 
9 Hen, 5. c. 9, touching security for ex- 
changes to. be made by merchants of the court 
of Rome, revived. 

2 Hen. VI—1. Confirmation of liberties 
granted to holy church, and to cities and bo- 
roughs, 2. Touching the privileges of the 
hospital of st. Leonard in York. 3. That 
John duke of Bedtord, being in the king’s wars 
in France, be received by his attorney to de- 
fend his right in any aetion, 4. For the staple 
at Calais. 5. Concerning shipping of wouls, 
&c. 6. Against carrying of gold and silver 
eut of the realm. 7. Against cordwainers 
using the mystery of tanners. 8. For ex- 
pellmg Irishmen. 9. For abolishing the 
money called blanks.—A penalty on deccit- 
ful workers of gold and silver embroidery. 
——Concerning the reversal of out-law- 
ries against persons in the king’s service.— 
The justices to remove nuisances in the 
Thames. 10. For officers in the king’s courts. 
11. For the measure of vessels of wine, &c. 
12. The mint master shall keep the allay of 
white money according to the indcnture. 13. 
For the price of silver plate, and for the in- 
crease of white money. 14. Touching gold- 
smiths selling harness of silver.—For punish- 
ment of servants, &c, taking unreasonable 

wages. 15. Against nets and engines in the 
Thames, and other rivers, 16. Remedy for 
these in reversion, where the particular te- 
nants have lost by default. 17. Persons in- 
dicted of high treason, escaping out of prison, 
shall he adjudged traitors. 

3 Hen. VI—-1. Against chapiters and con- 

tions of masons. 2. Against the carry- 
ing of sheep into Flanders, and other places 
beyond the seas, 3, Against concealing of 
the king’s customs. 4. Touching the trans- 
portation of butter and cheese. 5. Touching 
the river Lee running from Ware to Thames. 
. 4 Hen, VI.—1. “Concerning the duty of 
sheriffs and against the embezzling of writs. 
2. For protections of such as served in the 
King’s wars in Normandy. 3. Confirmation of 
am act, 9 Hen. 5, c. 4, for amendments of 
records. 4. Suits and writs against certain 
knights newly made, shall not abate. 5. Con- 
firmation of the statute 17 R. 2, c. 7. touch- 
ing transportation of corn. — 

6 Hen. VE—1 Touching process upon in- 
dictments in the king’s bench. 2. How long 
time panells in assizes shull be delivered to the 
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partics before the sessions of the justices, 
3. Touching wages of husbandmen, and pu- 
nishment of labourers taking more. 4. Cone 
cerning the election of knights and burgesses. 
of the parliament.. 5. Concern ny sewers 
with the form of the commissicn. 6. For 
shipping of goods at Melcomb Keir, and con- 
yeying them to Calais. | 

8 Hen. 6.—1. Tor the Liberties of the 
Clergy coming to the convocation. 2. For 
the staple of Denmark. 3. Touching sewers. 
4. Against retainers, and giviug of liberties, 
5. For a common balance and weight to be ia 
every city, borough, and market town, and 
against the buying of woollen yarn. 6. Against 
casting of seditious and threatening bills into 
mens’ houses. 7. Concerning the elecuons of 
knights of the parliament. 8. ‘Touching the 
wages of labourers and servants. 9. An act 
to repress forcible entries. 10. Concerning 
proces3 upon indictinents and appeals of: per- 
sons dwelling in furecign counties, 11. For 
taking of apprentices by the citizens of Lon- 
don. 12. For amending of records, and 
against embezzling them. 13. Touching pro- 
tections for such as shail go over sea with the 
king. 14. Against felous and murderers that 
hide themselves in woods. 15. For amend- 
ment of records. 16. ‘Touching inquisitiohs 
taken by escheators. 17. Concerning the 
staple at Calais. 18. For prices of staple 
wares, and fur the mint at Calais. 19. Agasnst 
the privy conveyance of merchandizes out of 
the realm. 20. Touching the inhabitants of 
Calais, using to buy staple wares. 21. Repeal 
of all licenses granted to men of Newcastle 
and Berwick for shipping to other places than 
Calais. 92. Ayainst clacking and forcing of 
wools, 23. Against cutting of woollen threads, 
and sending them beyond sea for thrums. 


24, Against payments in gold made to mer- ‘ 


chants aliens. 25. For the continuance of 
the mayor of the staple in his office for two 
yeurs. 26. For the punisiiment of such de- 
tendants, as in assiscs, or any personal actions 
make defi-ult, to put any lords, mayors, &c. 
from their jurisdiction. 27. For the free pas~ 
sare of trows and other vessels through the 
river of Severn by the inhabitants of Tewkes- 
bury. 28. For erecting two bridges upon the 
waters of Burford and Culhamford, in the 
highway betwixt Abmgton and Dorchester, 
29. For inquests between alicns and denizens. . 

9 Hen, VI—1. Act for the adjournment of 
assises and Nisi privs during the parliament. 
2. English merchants may sell their merchana 
dizes to aliens, at six months credit. 3. Con- 
firmation of the attainder of Owen Glendour, 
4, An idemptitate numinis shall be maintain- 
able by executors. 5. All men may have tree 
passage in the river of Severn. 6, Concerning 
the weights of the borough of Dorchester, 
7. Against the extortion of the sheriffs of the 
county of Hereford. 8. A weigh of cheese 
shall weigh 32 cloves, and every clove: 8ib, 
9. For the cleansing and scouring of the river 
of Lee. 10. Confirmation of ‘the statute 
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Sb, 7c. 2, concerning attornies in courts 
baron for abbots and retigious persons. 11. 
Betore a writ. of bastardy shall be awarded, 
proclamations thereof shall be made in chan 
cery, XC. 

1u Ylen. VI.—1. For the validity of recoz- 
nizances of debts taken before the mayor of 
Calais. 2. Touching the eiection of the knights 
of the parliame nt. 3.For reprisal of goods 
taken by them of Denmark. 4. For the true 
entry of appearances by philizers and exi- 
genters. 5. For re aes of the banks and 
beacous at Calas. ‘Louching process upon 
Indictments and een removed into the 
king’s bench. 7. Agamst the shipping of 
staple ware to other places than to Cala!s. 

10 Hen. VE. Stat. @2.—--For the wages of the 
judges, kimg’s serjeunt, &e. 

11 Hen. 6.—1. Act against stewholders in 
Southwark, and prohibiting them to be im- 
panciled upon jures. 2. Against naming of 
sheriits disseisors in assise. 3. Au assise or 
other action shall be maintainable against the 
pernours of the profits. 4. Plaintitts in writs 
of attaint shall recover costs and damayes. 
5. He in the reversion may have waste against 
the pernours of the proiits. 6. No suit before 
justices or commissioners shall be discontinued 
by anew commission. 7. Continuation of an 
act 9 H. G. c. 7. ae ee ‘the extortion of 
sherifls of Herefordshire. 8. Contirmation of 
statutes for true weichts and measures. 

. The length and breadth of cloths called 
ae 10. We which sucth to defeat execu- 
tion of astatute removed hy Corpus cum causa,’ 
shall find surety to satisfy both the king and 
the party. 11. Against assaults made upon 
a or others coming to the ee 

. Concerning wax chandlers. . Contir- 
ae of a statute 8 H. 6, concerning the 
staple, and for sclling wares for ready moncy. 
14. Against shipping of staple merchandizes 
in creeks. 15. For punishment of customers 
which will not discharge the merchant that 
hath paid his custom. 46. Against customers 

making blank cockets to merchants. 

14 Tfen. VI.—1. That Justices of Nusi prius 
may give Judgment, as well where traitors and 
felons be Nee a as where they be con- 
victed. 2. Against licenses for shipping of 
wools, 3. The assives tor the county of Cum- 
berland shall be hoiden at Carlisle. 4. Jus- 
tices of peace in Middicsex inay keep their 
sessions but twice in the vear. 5. For shin- 

ing of merchandizes only to the staple. 6. 
For aliens to sell victuals in gross or retail. 

. Concerning taking of prizes upon the seas. 
The statute against the breaking of sate 
conducts and traces siepended, 

15 Hen. VI.—1. Concerning snits before 
the steward and marsnal of the king’s house, 
2. For carrying of corn over the scas. 3. ‘The 
clause Vidunus shail not be put in sate con- 
ducts. 4. None shall sue forth a subpoena, 
unt he find surety to satisty the defendant's 
costs and damacces, if he do nut verity his bil. 
5. Touching the suiliciency oft jururs Pevumey 
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in writs of attaint. 6. Against unlawful orders 
made by guilds and fraternities. 7. Touching 
the wapentikes of Sandchife and Frendles, 
in the county of York, and that religious 
persons may make attornics in the courts 
holden for these places, and in all other such 
places. 8. Against carriage of staple ware 


not customed, 


18 Hen, VI.—1. Letters patents shall Baik 
the date of the delivery of the king’s warrant 
into the chancery, 2. Such as have gavel- 
kind lands to the value of 20]. per annum, 
may be returned for jurors in attaints. 3. For 
the transportetion of butter and cheese tb 
other places than Calais. 4. Touching mer- 
chandizes forcizn bought and foreign sold, and 
ee duty of the hosts of merchants strangers, 

. Touching collectors of dismes and fifteens. 

No lands shall be vranted by letters patents, 
Reinke the king's title be found. 7. For re- 
turning of othcers by escheators. 8. What 
things. are requisite to make the kine’s safe 
conduct good. 9. Touching entries by phili- 
vers and exigenters. 10. Commissions of 
sewers shall be awarded during 10 years. 11. 
None shall be justices of peace, unless he 
hath lands to the yearly value of 201. 12. Ap- 
peals or indictments supposed in a place where 
there is none such, shall he void. 13. No man 
outlawed im Lancashire shall forfeit any other 
lands or goods, but such as he hath m the 
same shire. 14. Concerning the making of 
arrays and panclls of inquests. 15. Against 
the carriage of wooly to other places than to 
Calais. 16. Vhere shall be one measure of 
cloth through the realm. 17. Touching the 
gauging of vesscls of wine, oil, and honey. 
18.. Concerning cuptains abating soldiers 
wares. 19. Touching soldiers departing with- 
out licence from their captains. 

20 Hen. oan For the inrollment of safe 
conducts. Touching outlawries in the 
county of Fane oe 3. For punishinent of 
Welshmen for robberies in the counties ad- 
joining. 4. Customs shall be paid by persons 
made denizens as merchants alicns. 5. No 
customer, comptroller, &e. shall have any 
ship, use merehandize, keep a wharf or an 
inn, or be factor. 6. Touching shipping of 
corn over the sea. 7. Concerning not custom- 
ing goods brought first into Wales, and from 
thence into Fineland. 8. The king’s purvey- 
ors taking c: ittle to the value of 40s. or under, 
and not making present payment, may be re- 
sisted. 9. The order of trial of countesscs, 
&c. by their pecrs. 10. For making of wor 
steads in Norwich. 11. For taking away the 
pain of er in case of breaking of safe 
conducts. . For reformation of partition of 
wools by re mayor of the staple of Calars. 

23 Hen, VI.—1. Touching purveyors. 2%. 
Concerning the shipping of “woollen -thrums 
ont ot this realm. 3. For the true making 
of worsteds: in Norfolk. 4. For taking out- 
laws in Wales resorting into Herefordshire. 
5. Confirmation of the statute 13 H. 6. c. 2, for 
conveying of corn over the sca. G. Against 
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gethering of head-pence by the sheriff of Nor- 
thumberland. 7. None shall be sheriff, under- 
sheril, or sheriff’s clerk, above one year, ex- 
cept the city of London. 8. Concerning com- 
mussions of sewers. 9. Ayuinst extortion of 
shentis, 10. For levying of knights wages for 
the parliament. 11. Touching the trial of new 
foreign pleas, pleaded after issue juined. 12. 
Concerning wages for servants of husbandry 
and labourers. 13. Against purveyors. 14. 
Touching election of knights for the parlia- 
ment. 15. Touching payment of sauge-pence, 
and the office of gaugers. 16. Couceriug in- 
quests to be taken by escheators, and their 
fees. 17. No new impositions shall be Jaid 
upou thein which buy wines iv Gascuigne and 
Guien. 

25 Hen. VI.—Against Welshmen. 

27 Hen. VI.—1, Restraint of importation 
of the produce of Brabant, &c. %. Contir- 
mation of the liberties of the staple. 3. No 
pid or silver shall be carried out of the reali 

y merchants aliens. 4. Aimact against Wesh- 
men confirmed. 5. Against holding fairs upon 
festival days and Sundays. 6. The king’s par- 
dun to the clergy, 

28 Hen. VI.—1. Restraint of importation of 
the produce of Brabant, &c. 2. Concerning 
purveyors. 3. The king’s pardon to  sheriits 
for occupying above a year. 4. Touching 
Welshmen aud Lancashiie men taking goods 
and cattle under colour of distress. 5. Against 
extortions by searchers and customncrs. , 

29 Hen. VI.—1. Atta'nder of Jack Cade. 
2. Touching process against breakers of truce. 
3. For repealing of letters patents made to ci- 
tens of York. 

31 Hen. VI.—1. Confirmation of the at- 
tainder of Jack Cade. 2. Against rioters 
disobeying privy seals and the king’s proclama- 
tion. 3. Touching attachments made by the 
wardens of the marches towards Scotland. 
4. By what means he shall obtain remedy, 
who having a safe conduct, is robbed upon 
the sea. 5. Nu customer, comptroller, aul- 
nager, &c. shall have any estate certain in his 
othce. 6. For the making perpetual the sta- 
tute of 20 Hen. 6, c. 2, touching the for- 
feiture of those which be outlawed in Lan- 
cashire. 7. Exceptions out of the vencral re- 
sumption. 8. An act qualifying a subsidy 
before granted to the king of wools, fells, and 
cloth transported. 9. A remedy for a woman 
which is turced against her will to be bound by 
statute or oblisation. 

_33 Hen. VI.—1. A remedy for execntors 
against servants, which embezzled their masters 
goods after his death. 2. Repcal of an act 
31 Hen. 6, c. 6, for vutlawries in Lancashire. 
3. Against extortions of the officers of the ex- 
chequer, 4. Concerning brewers in Kent. 
5. Touching silk-wonicn. 6. Concerning the 
abbot of Fountaine in Yorkshire. 7. Toucli- 
ing the nuinber of attornies in Norfolk, Sui- 
folk, and Norwich. 

39 Hen. V1-—1. Revocation of a parliament 
es at Coventry, 20 die Novembris, 37 H. 6. 

(OL. 1. 
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2. Women of the age of 14 years, at the death 
of their ancestors, shall have livery of their 
lands. 

om pe 


Epvwarp IV. 


Edward having thus obtained the tide of 
king, vi ct armis, as it were, had yet much to 
du to get possession of the crown; tur the he- 
roic Margaret was still at the head of an are 
my, composed of ail the furces belonging to 
the red-rose party; fightiag fora king who had 
been long recognised as such, and who had 
been twice victorivis ia what wns then called 
the royal cause. [dward, therefore, had no 
tine to lose; he knew very well that he had 
no other way to secure London, but to leave 
it immediatcly, and march towards York. 
The queen was then in that citv; and hearing 
of his approach, she sent out ber anny, com- 
manded by the duke of Sumerset, the earl of 
Northumbe:land, and the lord Clittord, to 
meet him. Some advantage was gained by | 
these generals at first, by the surprise of the 
important post ef Ferrybridyc; but the York- 
ists having quickly regained it, they marched 
over the river Aire, and met the bulk of the 
queen’s army, drawn up in order of batde, in 
the fields near a village called Touton, about 
two miles south-west of Tadcaster. It is not 
to our purpose to enter into the particulars of 
this hloody engagement: one the greatest and 
inost obstinate that was ever fought in this 
island: it is suflicient to say that Edward was 
victorious, after the luss of above 36,000 Eng- 
lishinen, who then fell by each other's swords. 
King Henry, his qucen, and son, fled into 
Scotland; and Edward marched into York, 
where he soon took down the heads of his 
father, the earl of Salisbury, and others, which 
gates; and 
placed in their room the heads of some of the 
most mortal enemies of his house, who were 
taken or slain in the battle. Edward stayed 
some time at York to fix the northern pro- 
vinces more fully in his interest; an: leaving 
every thing quiet in those countries, he re- 
turned to London, and was soiemnly crowned 
soon after at Westminster, with the usual ce- 
remonies, 

A Parl. called.| Then to settle all other 
matters of state, on the most lasting founda- 
tion, he summoned a parl. by writs, dated at 
Westminster, May 23, 1461, to meet at the 
same place the 6th of July following. But, be- 
cause the king of Scots was centered into Eng- 
lund with an army in favour of king Henry, 
‘dward and his cquncil thought proper to post- 
pone the meeting of the parl.; and, by other 
writs dated July 26, the same peers were sum- 
moned to appear at Westminster, on the 4th 
of Nov. following. The former writ of sume 
inons, directed to Tho. abp. of Canterbury, is 
in the usual style, with the rest of the bps. ab- 
bots, and priors, as well as the temporal lords; 
but the names of the latter, in ghis first par. 
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after so great a revolution, may not be unac- |! 
ceptable to a curious enquirer, 
dieers sunme ved to this Parliament. 


John duke of Norfolk 
Rd. earl of Warwick 
John earl of Oxtord 
Win. earl of Arundel 
Raiph earl of West- 
moreland 
Henry visc. Bourchier 
Edward lord Grey of 
Rothin 
James lord Berkeley 
George lord Latuner 
Ralph lord Graystock 
Wi. lord Bottreaux 
John lord Beauchainp 
John lord Audley 
.Fhomas lord Scroope 
of Masham 
John lord Clinton 
John lord Lovel 


John lord Stourton of 


Stourton 

William Bourchier Id. 
Vitz-Waryn 

Henry Bromflete lord 
Vessey 

Ralph lord Boteler of 
Sudley 

Thomas lord Gray of 
Richmond 

Jn.id.Suttonof Dudley 

Wm. Fynes lord Say 

Rd. Fynes lord Dacre 

William Nevile lord 
Fauconhcrge 

Jolin Bourchicr lord 
Barners 

Richard Welles lord 
Willoughby 


Edward Nevil lord Sir Henry Fitv-Hugh 
Bergavenny Sir Henry Grey 

Edward Brook lord Sir Richard West 
Cobham Sir Thomas Stanley 

Reginald lord Gray of Sir John Nevile lord 
Wilton Montacute 


Besides these lords, Qc. other writs were 
diregtcd to summon the 12 judges there 
named; and, in the writs for altering the time 
froin July to Nov., seven are called to sit in 
the house of peers. 

The parl. met at the time and pluce last ap- 
pointed, when, in the presence of the king, 
sitting on the throne, and of the lords and 
commons, George Nevile, bp. of Exeter, de- 
clared the cause of the summons, in a notable 
oration, taking for his theme, ¢ Konas facite 
vias ct studia vestra. Jer. 7. After which he 
ordered the commons to choose, and the next 
dav to present, their Speaker. 

A Speaker chosen.| ‘The reccivers and triers 
of petitions being appointed, on the sd day of 
their sitting the commons presented to the 
king sir James Strangewaies, knt. to be their 
Speuker, whose excuse being rejected, he, with 

the common protestagion, was allowed. At 
the sume time, the said sir James made a 
specch to the throne, i which -he took occa- 
sion to cominend the king, for is extraordi- 
Bury courage and conduct agunst his enemies; 
and returned thanks to God for the great vic- 
tories gtven to him. ‘The next thing that was 
done in this parl. was to read a long declaration 
of the king’s title to the crown; contaiming, 
in effect, what his father had delivered to part. 
the 39th of the last reign. ‘To which was added, 
2 recapitulation of the tyrannons reign of 
Tfenry LV. with his heinous murdering of 
Richard WH, 

The Reign of Hen. IV. deelared to hace been 
en usurpation, fe] After this an act) was 
eee thac Edward IV. was and is undoubted 


ing of Enyland, trom the 4th of March then | Philip Wentworth, 
. last pasr, when al) the estates vielded them- | Hampden, Tho. 


| 


! 
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and his heirs for ever; affirming the reign of 
Hen. LV. to have been an intrusion and usur- 
pation. It was also cnacted, that Edward IV. 
was seized of: the crown and profits of the 
realin of England, from the said 4th of March, 
in such sort as king Rich. Lf. enjoyed the same, 
in the 23rd year of his reign.—Then a whole 
recital of the Concord or Agreement, made 
between Henry VI. and Rich. duke of York, 
39 Hen. VJ. was read, and the breach of it by 
sundry means wits declared. By which breach 
it was also declared, that Edward IV. was dis- 
charged from the said Concord, and that no 
article of it should bind him, as king, to that 
agreeinent, 


‘ 


Mr. Habington in his Life of Edw. IV. savs, 
that at his coronation, being seated in the most 
conspicuous place of the Great Hall at West- 
ininster, he Inmself made an open Declaration 
of his double title to the crown. “ First, by: 
descent, as beforementioned; and nest, by: 
authority of parl.; which, upon examination 
of the late duke of York’s tle, conferred the 
possession of the kingdom immediately on 
him or his heirs, when Men, VI. should make 
furteiture of it, by death, resignation, or breach 
of that aceord sworn there so solemnly be- 
tween them. And that this Accord was 
broken, the slaughter of the said duke, op- 
pressed with unequal numbers of Henry's 
party, at the battle of Waketield, did but 
too sudly manifest. Nevertheless, he pro- 
tested he would forego the justice of his 
claiu, rather than enter upog it without 
their free vote. At which, unanimously, the 
assembly cried out, € king Edw. king Edw. ;’ 
joyful that their voices might confirm bine 
king, who had deigned them so. humble a 
compliment, as to profess that he would not 
receive the title without their suffrage.” 

Bills of Aftainder.] Next follows a long 
bill of Attainder of divers persons for the 
death of Rd. duke of York, and others; 
particularly, Hen. VI., Margaret, late queen 
of England, Edw. called prince of Wales, 
Hen. late duke of Somerset, and Hen. cart 
ot Northunberland. Reciting, that Wim. lord 
Bonevile, sir Tho. Kuricl, knights of the 
varter, und sir Win, Gower, knt. standard- 
hearer to Rd. duke of York, were against 
law beheaded and murdered. Another bill 
of Attainder was passed against ‘Tho, Court- 
nev, late carl of Devonshire, Tho. lord Roos, 
Juhn, late lord Nevile, Baldwyn Fulsthurst, 
Alex. Hedie, Nich. Latimer, Js. Luttcrel, 
Edm. Mountfort, Tho. Fundern, Hen. Lewss, 
John Heron of Ford, Rd. Tunstal, Hen. Bel- 
linchan, Rob. Whittingham, kuts.; Andrew 
Trollop, late of Guinescoc, esq. with several 
others, for being at the death of the duke of 
York, at Waketield, the 30th of Dec. last 
past.--And, Hen, duke of Exeter, Wm. visc. 
Beaumont, John Gray, late Jord Rougemont, 
Randolf, late lord Dacre; Huamph. Datren, 
Wii. Rawkesley, Edu. 
Juhu 


Findrev, John Courtney, 


elves ubcisant subjects to the said Edward LV, : Ormond, alias Boller, Wi. Milley, Simon 
}. 


we 
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Haynes, Wm. Holland, called the bastard of | for the common of this my lond—for the tru¢ 
Exeter, Thos. Ormond, alias Botler, Tho, Eve- | hertes and tender consideracions that ye have 


riugham, Hen. Roos of Rockinghain, with se- 
veral others, were attainted for being auinst 
king Edw. IV. March 29, last, being Palm 
Suuday, in the fields called Saxton fields, and 
Towton 
Hen. VE., queen Margaret, prince Edw. and 
suine others, there muned, were attainted, for 
delivering up the town of Berwick to James, 
kiug of Scots. Likewise, fur practising to de- 
liver up the castle and city of Carlisle to the 
Scots. And the last named persons, with 
Jasper, earl of Pembroke, Js. earl of Wilts, 
Rob, lord Hungertord, with certain priests 
and friars, were also attuinted, for procuring 
foreign princes to invade the king and realm. 
—Hen. VI. with certain persons atorenamed, 
Jn, Fortescue,, Wm. Talbuis, and others, 
Were attuimted, tor being in the neld avainst 
Edw. TV. in the bishopric of Durham, the 
1th of June last past. And the duke of 
Exeter aforesaid, Jasper, earl of Pembroke, 
and others, were attainted for raising war 
uzuinst the king at Tubal, besides Cacrnarvon 
it Wales, on Friday next after the feast of 
st. Edward last past.—The Attuinder and For- 
feiture of all and singular the hereditaments 
ot the aforesaid Hen. VI. and namely of all 
the land belonging to the duchy of Lancaster : 
that the said Edw. IV. shall hold the said 
duchy and county palatine of Lancaster, to 
lim and to his heirs kings of England, with 
all oftices and liberties to the same belonsing, 
separate tram the crown; and that the tenants 
of the said duchy do enjoy all their liberties, 
insuch wise as when Hen, VI. held the same 
on the 3d of March last. 
alets of Restitution.] After passing all these 
hills of Attainder and Forfeitures, the part. 
Went upon acts of Restitution; and the whole 
process and Jjudginent, as well by park, as 
otherwise, aguinst Rd. earl of Cambridge, and 
several others, was utterly made void and re- 
pealed, The like judgment in part. against 
dohn Mantague, date carl of Salisbury, and 
Tho. lord Despencer, was made void; and 
Rd. earl of Warwick, and Ann, his wite, the 
daughter of Isabel, daughter and heir to the 
sud Thomas, in right of the said Ann, was 
restored to all the hereditaments of the said 
Thomas, Also, Aliev, countess of Salisbury, 
daughter to Tho. Montazue, late earl of Salis- 
bury, son of the said Jobn, was restored ta 
all the hereditaments of the said John. Lastly, 
Tho. Lumley, knt. son to Ralph Linley, kant. 
Was also restored to all the hereditaments of 
the said Ralph,- and the judginent against him 
made void, 
Kdw.'s first Specch to his Parl.] Atthe close 
of the session the king came to the house, and 
sending for the Commons, after they had given 
their assent tu the Attainder bills and the rest, 
addressed them in the following speech, which 
we have given in the urthography of the time, 
from the Roll itself :-—. 
“James Stranwavs, and ye that be commyn 


fields, in the county of York.—! 


! 
| 
, 
| 


| 


en eee ee 


had to my right and titie, that y and iny aun 
cestres have had unto the coronne of this 
renne, the which from us have been long time 
witholde, And nowe thanked be Alinyehty Gad, 
of whos grace greweth all victory, by youre 
true hertes and grete assistens, yo am restored 
unto that is my right and title, wherefore y 
thanke you as hertely as y can. Also for the 
tender and true hertes that ye have shewed 
unto me, in that ye bave tenderly bad in re- 
membraunee, the correcciom of the horrible 
murdre and crucl deth of my lord my fader, 
my brother Rutland, and wy cosyn of Salysbury 
aud other, y thanke vou right hertely, and v 
shall be unte you with the grace of Almighty | 
God, as good and gracious sovercign lord as 
ever was eny of iny ngble progemitours ty theic 
subsettes and hegemen, And tor the feithtull 
and lovyng hertes, and also the grete labours 
that ye have born and susteyned towards me, 
in the recouering of my sad right and title 
which y now possede, y thanke you with all 
mv herte, and yf y had epy better good to res. 
ward you with all then my body ye shuld have 
it, the which shajl alwey be redy tur your de- 
fence, never sparing nor Ietung for nov jeo- 
pardie, Praying you all of vuure berty assis. 
tens and goad cuntynuance, as y shall be unto 
you youre veray rightwisse and lovyng hee 
lord.” | 
After the king had ended his speech, the 
Record tells, that the Id. chance. stood up, and 
declared, that since the whole business of this 
varl. was not yet concluded, and the approach- 
ing festival of Christtuas would ubstruct it; he, 
theretore, by the king’s command, prorogued 
the parl. to the 6th of May next ensuing. At 
the sume time he told them, the king had put 
out 2% proclamation against giving of livcries 
und badges, cantrary tu law, also against main-, 
tenances, robberies and murders; all, and 
every of which, the bps. lords and commons, 
there present, promised to ubey, and tu sce 
observed throughout the kingdum.—Some new 


commotions happening about this time, 


re, 

vented Edward trom meeting this last mae ut 
the time of the prorogation. Theretore, it is 
entered on the Roll, that on the 6th of May, 
in the @d year of this reign, because the king 
could not attend ta be there, Thomas, abp. of 
Canterbury, by the king’s letters patents, dirs 
solved the said parl, Dugdale has given us a 
summons to a pari, at York, to be held the 
5th of ‘Feb, 2 Edw, JV. and another the same 
year to Westininster the 29th of April, but no, 
notice is taken in that author of any other. 
parl, till the 6th of this king. ) 
A Parl, called} However Cotton gives us 
the proccedings of a parl, summoned hy writs, 
dated Feb. 28th, 1463, to meet at Westmin- 
ster the 29th of April following, When and 
where being all met, a5 usual, George bp. of 
Exeter, then ld. chanc. declared the cause of the. 
summons ina sect speech; after which he dia 
rected the commons to choose a Speaker, 
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-and on the Srd day of the session they pre- 
sented John Say, esq. who was accepted. 
A Subsidy granted.) The only material 
transaction of this session of parl. was, to 
rant the king an aid of 37,0001. to be levied 
in the counties, cities, and towns, according to 
a rate there expressed. And, on the 27th of 
June, in the presence of the king, lords and 
commons, the chancellor, by his maj. com- 
mand, gave thanks to the commons for the 
subsidy granted, and prorogued the parl. to the 
4th of Nov. next, at Westminster—On the 
said 4th of Nov. Thos. abp. of Canterbury, the 
king’s kinsman, .by his letters patents, held 
sad continued the parl.; and the same day 
the chancellor told them that the king, out of 
his mere grace, released unto the commons 
6000 1. parcel of the grant atoresaid; where- 
upon it was enacted that 31,0001. shall be le- 
vied in the manner of a 15th, and be called by 
that name, and then the chane. in the king’s 
name, and as his lieut. adjourned the said 
parl. to the 20th of Feb. ensuing, at York.— 
At which time and place veing again assembled, 
Wm. bp. of Lincoln, by command of Wm. 
abp. of York, the king’s commissioner, by let- 
ters patents, held the said parl. and adjourned 
it over to the ist of May next ensuing, at York 
as aforesaid. ‘Lhe reason for this last adjourn- 
ment is said, in the Abridgment, to be, be- 
cause that some corspiracies and rebellious 
being raised against the king in Gloucester- 
Shire, he was obliged to go in person to sup- 
ress them. ve 
On tke 1st of May the lords and commons 
were avain assembled, in the great hall, within 
the palace of the abp. at York. The king’s 
Ictters patents were read, constituting and ap- 
pointing Rd. earl of Warwick and the earl of 
Salisbury, his commissioners to hold and con- 
tinue the said parl. from the said 1st of May 
to the 25th of Nov. following; and upon read- 
ing thereof the abbot of Fountain’s, by com- 
mission under the privy seal, adjourned the 
game accordingly. The cause of which last 
adjournment, is assigned to be, that the king 
was busily eimploycd, m the more northern 
arts, for the sur-pressing of rebels, and de- 
fence of the kingdom aguinst a foreign inva- 
sion.—On the 25th of Nov. at the same place 
as hefore, the parl. once more met, when the 
same commissioners were appointed, to hold 
and prorogue the said parl. from that day to 
the 26th of Jan. next ensuing, at Westinin- 
ster, and the abbot of St. Mary’s in York, by 
the king’s appointment, prorogued the same 
accordingly.—These interruptions and distant 
adjournments were occasioned by the unstea- 
diness of the tines. 
' A Sulsidy granted for Life.) On the 26th 
of Jan. 1465, the parl. met at Westminster, 
according to the last prorocation. The very 
first act they went upen was to grant a Supply 
to the king, which was done too in a very ef- 
fectual and unusunl manner. For, the com- 
_ mons, with the assent of the bishops and lords, 


granted to the king, during hus life, the subsi- 


dies following: first, tonnage and poundage 
of every English merchant, tor every sack of 
wool, 33s. 4d.;° for every 240 wool-fells, 
33s. 4d.: for every last of hides, Sl. 6s. 8d.; 
of every merchant stranger, whether denizens 
or not, for every sack of wool, 3l. 6s. 8d. For 
every last of hides, 3l. 15s. 4d. For every 240 
wool-fells, 31. 6s. 8d. with a proviso only made, 
that the town of Calais, and the soldiers in 
garrison there, may be victualled and paid with 
part of the said subsidies according to a rate 
‘there stated.”—It was alse ordained, * That 
the treasurer of Calais be obliged, under a pe- 
nalty, to account yearly in the Exchequer; 
and that he may dispose of all the offices, un- 
der hin, in the town or marches of Calais, to 
whom he pleases, to hold the same at the king’s 
will.” | 

Lhe Staple of Culuis.) The government 
and Staple of Calais having been often mentie 
oned in the course of this histury, it will not be 
amiss in this place to give some account of it 
out of the memoirs of Philip de Communes. 
That author tells us, “ that this was the richest 
jewel in the English crown, and the most pro- . 
fitable govt. in Christendom, if not in the 
whole world. That he was there several times, 
during the differences between the houses of 
York and Lancaster, and was told by the chief 
ofthcer of the Staple for cloth, that he would 
willingly farm the govt. of the town, at 15,000 
crowns per ann. for the governor of Calais re- 
ceives all profits on that side of the sea, has 
the benefit of ccnvoys, and the entire disposal 
and management of the garrison.” And, in 
another place, he tells us, “ that it is ai!most 
incredible what prodigious return tor their 
wools, the merchauts make twice every year 
from that place.” 

Next came on the attainders of several more 
persons of quaiity, and others, who were slain 
or taken in the late battles. After these, an 
act of Resumption was passed, whereby the 
king took into his hands all manner of beredi- 
taments belonging to the crown, the princi- 
pality of Wales, the duchies of Cornwall! and 
Lancaster, and the earldom of Chester; from 
the feast of the Puritication of our Lady last 
before, im such manner as he had, or ought to 
have had, on the 4th of March, in the 1st 
year of his reign; any letters patents, or 
grants, to the contrary notwithstanding. And 
that all grants, leases, &c. made by the king, 
before the sard feast, of any hereditaments be- 
longing to his duchy of York, or earldom of 
March, be also void; but with many provisos. 

The last act of this pari. that we think pro- 
per to mention, is, That whereas the sum of 
32,831]. was due to the mayor and company ~ 
of the merchants of the staple of Calais, the 
king, by the authority of parl. in order to con- 
tent them and discharge that debt, assigned 
them a power to take a yearly rate out of the 
subsidy on wool, until full payment be nade. 

Sumpluary Laws passed.| There were se- 
veral statutes made in this and the pre- 
ceding sessiuns of this long parl. for the cncou- 
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ragement of the woollen manufactory, and 
trade in general; which the reader will find in 
the statute-books. One or two, however, de- 
serve mention, which was.to restrain the ex- 
cessive vanity then used in dress or apparel ; 
which, notwithstanding the destruction and 
misery the civil wars had occasioned, “was 
grown to a very great height. One thing in 
.particular was, the extravagant way the peo- 
ple had got of adorning their feet. They wore 
the beaks or pikes of their shoes so long, that 
it encumbered them in their walking, and they 
were forced to tie them up to their knees. 
The gentlemen did it with chains of silver, or 
silver gilt; and those who could not afford to 
be at that charge, with silk laces. This ridi- 
culous fashion had been in some measure used 
ever since Rich. II.’s time; but these enor- 
pal ia were now, by act of parliament, 
curtalled to two inches, under a penalty both 
to the shoemaker and the wearer. 

Likewise, during one of these sessions of 
parl. a convocation met at London, in which 
the clergy very willingly gave a 10th to the 
crown, in acknowledgement for an exteusive 
charter lately granted them. And here, a 
cumplaint being made of the violation of sunc- 
tuaries, the utmost censures of the church 
were decrecd against those who shou'd drag 
any persons out of churches, or other privi- 
ledged places, and carry them to prison. 
There was also a constitution passed, for the 
regulation of the cleryy’s habits. 

A Parl, called.|_ In 1467, a parl. was sum- 
moned, by wriis dated at Westininster, the 
28th of Feb. to mect at the same place, on 
the 3rd of June following. In the presence of 
the king, sitting on the throne, in the Painted 
Chamber of the palace of Westminster, and 
of the lords and commons, Win. bp. of Lin- 
coln, in the absence of George abp. of York, 
chancellor of England, by the kiny’s comnand, 
declared the cause of the summons; after 
which, he ordered the commons to ¢house 
their Speaker, and present him as usual. Ac- 
cordingly, sir John Say, knight, was presented, 
and accepted by the king. 

The King’s Speech.} After which, the King, 
with his own mouth, made the tullowing ora- 
uon to the commons. 

“ John Say, and Ye ss come to this my 
court of parl. for the commons of this my 
realm: the cause why I have cald and sum- 
moned this my present parl. is, that F purpose 
to live updn mine own, and not to charge my 
subjects but in great und urgent causes, con- 
cerning more the weale of themselves, and 
‘also the detence of them and of this my 
realme, rather than mine owne pleasure, as 
heretofore hy commons of this land hath beene 


done, and borne unto my progenitors in time. 


of need; wherein I trust that yee, sirs, and all 
the commons of this my land will be as tender 
and kinde unto me in such cases as ‘heretotore 
any commons have been to any of my progeni- 
tours. And for the good will, kindness, and 
true hearts that yec have borne, continued, 


| 


-$rd to the commons, 


and shewed to me at all times heretofore, If 
thanke you as heartily as I can: also I trust 
yee will continue in time coming; for which, 
by the grace of God, I shall be to you as good 
and gracious a king, and reigne as righteously 
upon you, as ever did any of my progenitors 
upon commons of this my realme in dayes 
past, and shall also in time of need apply my 
person for the weale and defence of you, And 
of this my realme, not sparing my body nor 
lite for any jeopardy that might happen to the 
same.” | 

An act of Resumption was passed, the same 
in effect as the last parl.; also another, that 
the king should tor ever enjoy all such heredi4 
taments as Rich. duke of York possessed on 
the 30th Dec. 39 Hen. VI. any grant to the 
contrary notwithstanding. Rd. Welles, lord 
Willoughby, son and heir of Leonard Welles, 
lord Willoughby, was restored in blood to the 
said lord Leonard, and to all his heredita- 
nents, notwithstanding the aitainder made 
avainst the said Leonard, 1 dw. IV. As was 
also sir Tho. Tresham, and his attainder made 
void. These were all the transactions of the 
1st session of this parl.; for, on the 5th day 
of July, Robert Stiliigton, bp. of Bath and 
Wells, then chancellor, in the presence of the 
king, lords, and comiuons, first answered cer- 
tain petitions from the lower house, and then 
thanked them, in the king’s name, for the sta- 
tute of Resumption; assuring them, that the 
king had provided for Calais; had taken the 
like care for Ireland and Wales; and further, . 
that his maj. desired there might be a due ex- 
ecution of the laws. Arter which, by the 
king’s command, he prorogued the parl. to the 
6th of Nuv. next ensuing, at Reading. And 
from thence the said chancellor again pro- 
rogued this parl. by the king’s command, from 
the said 6th of Nov. to the 6th day of May, 
1468, at Reading atoresaid. But they did-not 
sit at that place; fur the chancellor, at their 
next mecting, adjourned them from the 6th of 

ay, to the 12th of the same month, at 
Westininster. 

These frequent prorogations werc owing to 
the unquietness of the tunes, which were far 
from being settled as vet; but, at this last ad- 


journment, the parl. sat to transact business. 


For, five days after this meeting, the king sent 
for the commons into the house of lords, when’ 
the chancellor, by his command, spoke to the 
whole body, to this effect:—“ 1st, he began 
with justice, and instanced the good effects of 
the same. H{e next declared, that the 3 estates 
comprehended the govt. of this land; the pre- 
eminence whereof was due to the king, as 
chicf; the 2nd to the bps. and lords, and the 
He then put them im 
mind in what poor estate the king found the 
crown; despoiled of the due inheritance; 
wasted ii ity treasures; the laws wrecked; 
and the whole, by the usurpation, in @ manner 
subverted. Add to this, the loss of the crown 
of France, the duchies of Normandy, Gas- 
coigny, and Guicnue, the ancient patrimony 


n 


« 
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of the crown of Fngland lost also; and further, 
he found it mvolved in a war with Denmark, 
Spain, Scotliud, Britany, and other parts, and 
even with their old enemy of France. ‘Then 
descending, he told them, that the king had 
appeased all tumults within the realin: and 
planted such inward peace, that law and jus- 
tice might be extended. That the king had 
mnade peace with Scotland; that the lord Win- 
ters was negociating a Jeague with Spain and 
Denmark, so as to open a tree commerce with 
those countries, Bur, what was still the 
greatest, he had alhed himself to the dukes of 
Burgundy and Bittainy, two most powerful 
irinces, In such sort, as they had given the 
bine the strongest assyrance of acting vivor- 
ously against France, for the recovering of that 
kinedoim, and other the king’s patrimonies; of 
which, since they made little doubt, the king 
thonght proper not to omit such an opportu- 
nity, and sucha one a3 never happened he- 
fore. And, that his mat. mieht sec this kine- 
dom as glorious as any of bis) predecessors 
did, he was ready to adventure dis own per- 
son Ly so gusta cause, Lastly, he told them, 
that the king had called this parl to make 
them acquainted with these mutrers, and to 
desire their advice and assistance.” 

Al Subsidy granted.) ‘Vhe answer the com- 
inons made to this harangie, was immediately 
tu grant a large subsidy of two 10rhs and two 
15th», to be levied on the laity, reserving only 


12,0001. to be deducted out of it, for the rehef 


of poor decayed towns. ‘The senate having 
thus hiberally contributed to the supplics of 
the state, the next thing they went upon was 
to conlirm, by their authority, the king's pa- 
tents granted to his new queen Fluizubeth, for 
establishing her dower. That the pare of the 
suid dower, assigned to her by letters patents 
under the seal ot the duchy of Jancaster, 
should be valid, though there he no livery and 
seisin of the same; ‘and that the queen might 
personally plead and be impleaded in her own 
Naine; to which are added the names of the 
several manors, and other hereditaments, as- 
signed ta her mijesty, in the duchy of Lancas- 
ter and elsewhere, under the great seal, which 
were all confirmed by parl,—In_ consideration 
of 10,000], paid in part of a greater sum, due 
hy the king ta Charles duke of Kurgundy, on 
the marriage between the said duke and the 
princess Margaret, the king's sister. by the 
mayor and company of the Staple of Calais: 
the king, by letters patents, granted, that they 
should be repaid out of the subsidy an wools: 
which letters patents were, by common as- 
sent, cineucll F 

Many good laws were made in this parl. for 
the encouragement of the woollen manutacto- 
nies, &c. for the titles of which we reter to the 
list of-acts at the end of this reign. One thing 
in the Abrilgment of the Records is remark- 
able enough: that a bill was brought in this 
parl, whereby all such as should rob any church 
of any pax, cope, granel, mass hook, or any 
other quaiket,” (whereof, says Win, Prynne, 


‘ 
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the whole rabble is named) “ shath be deemed 
a traitor, and be burned tor the sane; and 
that all such persans shall be deprived of the 
benefit of their clergy; that an appeal for res- 
titution may also he, and that all justices of 
peace may enquire of the same.” ‘The pub- 
lisher remarks, that by the preamble to these 
motions, it scems that this bill was made 
vaainst the Lotlards; but the king’s answer to 
itwas, Le rot vavisere, 

Edw. forced to leave the kingdom, and 
Hen. VI. restored] The civil: wars, whick 
had been carried on so long and with such 
fury by buth parties, were not yet at an end; 
for, soon after the dissolution ot this) part, 
Edw. was obhiecd, tor lis own satety, to leave the 
kingdom. ‘Vhis happened im 1370; and, in the 
month of Oct. this vear, the earl of Warwick 
released king Henry from his imprisonment, 
and he was once more restored to the English 
crown. tlowever, we tind that writs of sum- 
mons, went out im Edw.e's name, dated at 
Westuninster, Aug. 10, fora park to meet at 
York, Sept. 22, tojlowing., Burt, a stop was 
put to this meeting by other writs, dated 
Sept, 7, the same vear; and the reason of 
the prohibition as vaven in the body of the in- 
strumeat to be, because the king was cer- 
toinly inturmed that rebels, enemics at home, 
wnd foreign enemies, both from: France and 
Scotland, had entered this kingdom ina hos- 
te manner, and with ained force had actually 
invaded it, &c.” 

A Parl, called.) Vistorians inform us that 
atter the great carl at Warwiek had raised 
Henry trom a prison to a throne, from whence 
he was called, “ The setter up and puller down 
of kings,” a part, was called to mcet at West 
minster, Nov, 26, 1470, wherem nothing was 


denied which the previnhing party thought fit 


to authorize. For here Edw. was d--clared a 
traitor to his country; an usurper of the 
crown; and had all his goods conhscated ; 
the ke judgment passed aginst bis brother 
Rd. duke of Gloucester, and all his) adhe- 
rents; of whom, Jobu ‘Tiptoft earl of Wor- 
cester, lord high constable of Enyland, and 
lord deputy of Treland, was beheaded, Au 
the statutes made by Edw. were revoked; alb 
the attuinders, against the carls of Oxtord, 
Pembroke, and many others, reversed; the 
crawns of England and France, entailed on 
Henry and ins heirs male; and, for want of 
such, unto George duke of Clarence and his 
inale issue, and he was declared immediate 
heir to his father Rd. duke of York. Lastly, 
the earl of Warwick, was made Protector of: 
the kingdom, and Clarence his Son-in-law 
joined an commission with him. We have 
heen more careful to callect what hi-torians 


have Itt us concerning the proceedings ot | 


this park. since there is not one word of all 
this matter on record, Probably, af these 
proceedings were entered on the Rolls, Edw. 
who suon after was restored, caused them ta 
be erased and abrogated. Dugdale, indecd, 
has given us the summons to, this parl. the 
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date of which is 49 Hien. VI. [9 & 10 regis 
Edw. IV.] whercia the tirst writ to the peers 
is directed to Llenry’s most dear causit Cicorge 
duke of Clarence, who had then revolved from 
his‘ own fumily ; but there is no mention at all 
ef itia the Abridgment of the Records. 

Edw. restored, and Heur y's death.| How- 
ever, this dream of regal power in Henry 
lasted but 4 sinall time ; for the fugitive Edw. 
having gained some aids trom his brother-in- 
law, the duke of Burgundy, and being pro- 
mised more in E ngland, landed at Ravens- 
burg in’ Yorkshire. At his first arrival, he 
seemed to lav aside his claim to the crown; 
be aee only to his richts as duke of York; 
ut, having possessed himsclt of that citv, und 
got his friends about him, he soon threw off 
that mask, and marching turward, with a now 
puvertul a was met aad joined by hts 
brother the ake or Clarence, with @ very 
considerable remforcement. Edw. being now | 
sung enough to cope with his enemy the 
eul of Warwick, marched on directly tor 
london; and at his approach the crn 
opened their gates to him; the earl of War- 
wick was not there, but Lkenry tell ouce more | 
mto his enemies hands. The earl,- however, 
was advancing towards London, with a power- 
ful anny, against whom the warlike Edw. op- 
posed himself; and, at Barnet their armics 
mecung, a dreadful battle et nsued; where, at 
first, Warwick’s good fortune in war gave him 
great hopes of a compleat victory ; 
tatal mistake amongst his own men, the day 
was changed, and Edw. was victorious, with 
the death of the earl of Warwick, and the 

us of Montacute his brother ; 10,000 
Englishmen more dalling, on beth sides, at 
that battle. In a few weeks atter this, ano- 
ther battle was fought at ‘Yewkesburv, —be- 
uween king Edw. and the martial queen Mar- 
garet, where ohe heroine was also defeated ; 
her son prince dw. made a prisoner and de- 
stroyed; all the nobility and gentry with her 
taken or slain, and her whole army cut to 
pieces. ‘Chis victory was soon after followed 
by the death of the pious Henry; said to have 
been murdered in the Tower, by the hands of 
Rd. duke, of Gloucester, king Edw.’s brother. 

A Pari. called.] It was not ull 1472 th + 
we mect with any more parliaments; when 
BTits of summons were issued out, dated at 
Westunanster the ninth of Aug. tur a part, to 
meet at the sane place on the 6th of October. 
The following is a List of the 

Peers summoned to this Parliament. 

Rd. d. of Gloucester — Johne. of Shrewsbury | 
Juhn duke of Noriolk John earl of Wiitshire 
Jobn duke of Suttolk = Ralph lord Grevstock 
Win. earl of Arundele Thomas lord Scroop | 
Henry carl of Essex of Mashata 

Edmund earl of Kent John lord Be ‘auchamp 
Ralph earl of West- John lord Audley 


but, bya 


. 
ee a res 


2 eee) BE vee. 


moreland | Edward Nevile lord | 
Heary carl of Nurth- Bergavenny | 

umberland Reginald lord Grey, | 
Anthony earl Ryvers of Wiltun 


~ $ 


John lord Strange 

Ilenry lord Grey 

John lord Howard 

Richard lord West 

Walter Devereux lord 
Ferrers 

Rd. 1. Scroop,of Bolton 

Ralph Boteler lord 
Sudley 

Thoinas lord Lumley 

Thoinas lord Stanley 


Rad. Fenys lord Dacre 
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John Broke 1. Cobham 

Walter -Blount lord 
Mountjoy 

Wm. lord Stourton 

Juhn Bourghchier Id. 
Rerners 

Fulk Bourghchier Id. 
Fitz Waryn ° 

John Sutton bk Dudley 

Win, lord Hastings 

Win. lord Berkeley 

John lord Dynham 


‘This parl. being assembled before the kin 
in the Painted Chamber, Robert, bp. of Bath 
‘and Wells, then chancellor, opencd the cuuse 
of their mecting; after which he directed. the 
commons to choose and present their Speaker: 
and Wm. Allington, esq. was chosen, present- 
ed, and accepted by the king tor that purpose. 

A Supply granted.) ‘Vhe first thing the 
commons went upon was the Supply; and 
14,000 archers were voted to serve the king at 
their costs for one year; the same to bedevied 
according to a proportion out of all lands and 
tenements. The lords spiritual and temporal 
did also tax themselves, by way of grant uato 
the king, towards furnishing the forces afore- 
suid, the tenth of une whole yeur'’s revenuc of 
all and singular their lands and possessions.— 
The commons then, by a long Protestation de- 
livered to the king and lords, required that the 
statutes made against riots, maintenancics, op- 
pressions, and tor regulating labourers, may be 
executed. And the same day, Nov. 30th, the 
bp. of Rochester, by the king’s command, re- 
turned thanks to the commons for their grant, | 
and prerogued the parl. fram the sume day ta 
the 6th of Feb. 1473, next ensuing, at West- 
minster. 

At this session the king’s letters patents for 
creating Edward, his first begotten sun, prince 
of Wales and earl of Chester, were confirmed 
by Parl.: likewise the king’s Ictters patents 
tor geanting and delivering to the young prince 
the hereditaments and other appurtenances 
helonging to the said principality and to. the | 
duchy of Cornwall, was, by the same authos 
rity, confirmed, —Next tollaw scveral acts of 
merey in reversing the attainders of divers per- 
sos, 

This parl. continned sitting tll the 8th day 
of Apri, when the commons ; uranted the king 
one 10th and one 14th, reserving aut of at 
O00], to be distributed to certain decayed 
towns, And, it was ordained that the money 
arising from the 10ths given by the lords in the 
first session of this pari. be paid into the hands 
at the treasurer of England. Also 16) consi- 
deration of 23,0001. duc by the king to the 
mayor and merchants of the staple at Calais, 
the king by a long act granted to them a 15th, 
in like manner as in the purl. of the 7th of 
Edw. IV.—On the 8th ot April aforesaid, the 
chancellor, atter giving thanks to the comruons 
for the Subsids, by the kine’s command pro- 
rovued the parl. to the 6th of Oct. toilowing, 

But betore e they parted it was agreed and ore 
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dained, “ That the king, on any urgent occa- 
sion which required their attendance, might 
call and reassemble the said parl. giving only, 
by prociainatiun, 20 days notice.” 

On the 6th of Oct. this parl. met again, and 
continued sitting from day to day, to the 13th 
of Dec. following. During which time some 
more Attainders were reversed; and a suit, or 
contention at law, was ternuinated between the 
king with the English merchants, of one side, 
and the merchants of the Hans-towns, in Ger- 
many, or the Stlliards, on the other party, and 
a tree intercourse between these countries and 
merchants was settled for ever. The king also 
continned to the said toreiwn merchants, of the 
Sulhiards, their old liberties, granted to all fo- 
rcign merchants, of every country by naine, by 
Edw. I. but afterwards particularly to these 
merchants of the Stilliards, by Edw. II. where- 
in is to be noted the customs they were then 
rated at, and the king’s grant not to raise the 
eame, all which was confirmed by tins parl. 

Anew Act of Resumption.| A new Act of 
Resumption was also made, whereby the king 
took into his hands all the hereditaments of the 
crown, with the duchies of Lancaster and York, 
trom the feast of st. ‘Thomas in the year 1473, 
and of which the king was seized March 4th, 
anno regni 1. or what came into the king’s 
hands since, by attainder or otherwise. And a 
special commission was given to the chancellor 
of the duchy of Lancaster, for assuring the pay- 
ment of certain of the king’s debts granted out 
of the said duchy, under the seal of that office. 
In this is a nuinber of provisions, particularly 
one, that the same should not prejudice the 
corporation, union, and annexation of the 
duchy of Lancaster and county palatine, nor 
the officers nor tenants of those distncts. Se- 
veral provisions were also made to particular 
people, by name, in this commission ; amongst 
which, says Cotton, we must not torg¢t one 

rovision, for mother Cobh, midwife to Ehza- 
th, the king’s best beloved wife, and queen 
of England. 

On the 13th of Dec. the bp. of Durham, 
_ then chancellor of England, after giving thanks, 
en the king’s behalf and by his command, to 
the three estates, prorogucd this part. once 
more to the 20th of Jan. 1474.—We lIcarn 
phat this parl. again assembled on the day 
aforesaid, and continued to sit tll the 1st of 
Feb. when the said bp. of Durham, as chan- 
cellor, called the commons beture the king and 
told them, “ that they were theu assembled to 
consult which way the king might proceed in 
the wars; but, because his may. had yet heard 
nothing from his brother the duke of Burgundy, 
relating to that affair, whereon much depend- 
ed; it was the king’s command that this parl. 
should be prorogued to the 9th of May en- 
suing.” 

At the time appointed by the last proroga- 
tion this same par|. met again at Westininster; 
aad now, by the common consent, the king 

to fs brother George duke of Cla- 
wepce and Isabel his wite, and to his other 


\ 
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brother Rd. duke of Gloucester and Ann his 
wite, daughter and heir to Rd. Neville, late 

earl of Warwick, and daughters and heirs ap- 

parent to Ann countess of Warwick, “ that 

they shall enjoy to them, and the heirs of their 

said wives, all the hereditaments belonging to 

the said Ann, in such wise as if the said Aun 

was naturally dead; and that their said wives 
should be of blood to the said Ann and enjoy 
all benetits accordingly, she being for ever 
barred from claiming the same. Also that 
both the said dukes and likewise their wives, 
and the heirs of both, may make partition of 
the. premiscs to stand guod in law; and that 
the said dukes or cither of them, overliving his 
wile, shall during his lite enjoy her property. 
That all alienations, discontunuances, chargcs 
and incumbrances, suttered by either of the 
said dukes or their wives, to debar the other of 
the said pur-parties, shall be utterly void. 
Moreover, that if the said duke of Gloucester 
be at any time hereafter divorced from the said 
Ann his wife, and suffer any such incumbrance 
as above, that it shall be void. And further, 
that if the said duke Rd. upon such divorce, 
doth his uttermost to be reconciled, during his 
wife’s life, that then after the death of his said 
wife, he shall enjoy her purparty.”—The effect 
of the grant made to the mayor and company 
of the staple at Calais, 13 Edw. IV. was ina 
manner recited; and it was further enacted, 


“ That the said mayor, during the term there 


mentioned, shall 
and rewards of 
and attornies,” 
This session only continued to the 28th of 
May, when the bp. of Lincoln, as chancellom 
prorogued the parl. to the 6th of June next 
ensuing. At which time, besides reversing the 
attainders of a few more gentlemen, and some 
other acts on private affairs, a subsidy’ was 
granted by the commons ‘to the king of one 
10th and one 15th; also 51,1171. 4s. 74d. as 
full payment for the wages of 14,000 archers 
granted before; and for the raising of this, 
every county, city, and town was severally 
taxed. And on July 18th, the aforesaid chan- 
cellor, by the king’s coinmand, prorogued the 
parl, to the 25d of Feb. next ensuing, ‘at 
Westininster. 
This pari. being again assembled, on the 
23rd of Feb. 1475, an ordinance was immedi- 
ately made by them for the speedy levying the 
10th, on all revenues granted in the 12th of 
this reign. The whole business of this session 
seems, by the Records, to be taken up with 
Attainders, and revoking Attainders, Grants of 
forfeited Estates, &c. the fatal consequences of 
civil wars. However, we find in the Statute 
Books several acts, made for the public good, 
in the different sessions of this long par]. to 
which we must also refer. Before its dissulu- 
tion, the commons made another grant to the 
king of one 10th, and one 15th, with a third of 
each of them. Which grant being read, and 
avreed to by the lords, the Id. chanc. on the 
14th day of March, by the king's command, 


ad 


ay 1000 marks for the fees 
e king's judges, serjcants, 
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returned thanks to the three estates, and dis- 
solved the purhament. 

We have not in the course of these enqui- 
nes, hitherto, met with a perl. of so long a 
daration ; they having sat, with the several 

ations, near two years and a half. Dur- 
tag which “ the History of Croyland” takes 
Notice, that no less than three several lord 
chancellors presided. <“‘ The first,” adds that 
sutbonty, “ was Rt. (Stillington) bp. of Bath, 
who did nothing but by the advice of his disci- 
ple John (Alcock) bp. of Worcester; the next 
was Lawrence (Boothe) bp. of Durham, who 
tired himself with doing just nothing at all; 
and the third was Thos. (Rotheram) bp. of 
Lincoln, who did all, and brought every thing 
toa happy conclusion.” 

But, the nation was no ways pleased with 
this niece of pageantry; the money which had 

. Squeezed, as it were out of every one’s 

1S, was given and granted for a quite dif- 
rent purpose than to be spent in a A veuiadeg 
parade, A war with France, on the old quarrel, 
was what all wished for; and it was with great 
difficulty that Edward prevented his chiet mi 
nisters trom being called to an account, at his 
return; being greatly suspectcd that they had 
been touched with French. gold, in order to 

advise hun to consent to a peace. An histo- 
rian remarks, “ that surely there is some in- 
born malice rancouring ‘in the genius of our 
nation against the French ; the Saxon govern- 
ment having once received a final overthrow 
from them, in the conqucst of duke William. 
Or else, it would be a wouder why the Enylish 
were never sparing of their lives of treasure, 
‘when any war was to be advanced against the 
French. . 
' The king was im bis nature so liberal to 
those who had any ways betriended him, that 
he soon got quit of ali the treasure that was 
left after his French expedition. And, know- 
ing well the fickleness of the nation; how 

ne they were to raise insurrections, and 

w fond of novelties, he durst not call a 

‘parl: to lay on any new subsidy, but took 
other very different ways to restore his trea- 
sury. -Under the force of a statute, which had 
been passed in parl. he first took into his own 
hands all the revennes of the crown, 

A Parl. called.| It was not till near 3 years 
efter the jast parl. was dissolved, that we meet 
with any account of another; but no writs of 
summons arc given to it; either in Dugdale or 
‘Cotton. The last authority, however, men- 
tions the proceedings of a parl. held a West- 
minster, on the 16th of Jan. 1477, in the 17th 
‘of Edw. IV.; and our Statute Books, by a re- 
cital of several acts there made, confimn it.— 
' At the tine appointed, the parl. met at West- 
minster; when Thos. Rotheram, bp. of La» 
coln, in the presence of the king, lords, and 
‘commons, in the Painted Chamber, declared 
‘the cause of the summons, under this text, 
‘“ Dominus regit me, et nibil mihi deerit.” 

Upon which he largely treated “* of the obe- 
bess “ subjects owe to shes prince ; 
OL. e 4 


and shewed, by maay examples, out of the Old 
and New Testament, what grievous plagues 
had happened to the rebellious and disobe« 
dient ; particularising that saying of St. Paul, 
“ Non sine causa rcx gladium portat.” He 
added, that the majcsty of the. king was ups 
held by the hand and counsel of God, by which 
he was advanced to the throne of his ances» 
tors.” And concluded with observing, “ that 
under the person of the king, with the persons 
of the bos, and lords, and under those of the 
commons, § si dominus regit me nihil mihi 
deerit, sed in loco pascuw illos collocabuit.’ 
Then he directed the commons to choose 
their Speaker amongst theinsclves, as usual, and 
present him to the king, who next day pree 
seuted Wm. Allington, esq. for that office, whe 
was allowed accordingly. on 
Several useful Acts passed,} On the petie 
tions of the commons some useful acts were 
made this parl. among which are these: “ That 
all Irish money should be prohibited in this 
kingdom. That it should be telony to carry 
out of England or Wales any coin of this 
realm, or any plate, bullion, jewels of gold or 
silver, without the king’s licence, &c. An act 
against unlawful games, such as are there 
called klosse, half-bowle, rayles, hand in head, 
or quechbord, on pain of 2 years impzison~ 
ment, and forfeiture of 401.; and whosoever 
should suffer any other person to play at such 
games in his house or other place, shall suffer 
3 years imprisonment, and forfeit 201. A 
act for regulating apparel, which had then 
wn to & ‘great extravagance. An act, 
<i made At a pari. boleh 9 Edw. IV. 
(or 89 Henry VI.) with all the acts therein 
made, and their exemplifications.” Lastly, 
Cotton mentions an act to continue only to 
the next parl. “ to oblige all Irishmen born, or 
coming of Insh' parents, who reside in 
land, either to repair and remain 9 Irelan 
or else to a certain sum there rated, 
for the a ees of the same.” Also, “ that 
an ordinance was made for John Atwiil, a 
burgess in this parl. for the city of Exeter, 
(who had beea condemned in the exchequer, 
on 8 several informations, at the suit of Johan 
Taylor, of the same town) to have as many 
supersedeas as he pleased, until his coming to 
his own home.” An act of privilege direetl 
in the face of the other courts of justice, saa 
somewhat exttaordinary at that time, The 
reader may observe that no Supply was eitber- 
asked or granted this parl.; some other neces 
sities of state requiring this meeting ; and the 
king still subsisting himeelf on bis own re 


venues, 

A Quarrel between the King and the duke 
Clarence.| About this time a discerd 
between the king and his brother, George 
duke of Clarence, which ended in the destruc 
tiorr of the latter. ee 
the ‘* Hi of Croyland,’ that the 
withdrew himpelf, by little and litte, from the 
‘king’s presence; In council he would scarce 
cry males nor would he willingly either 

2 * 
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eat or. drink in the king’s palace. Thns cold- 
Ness mn the duke was thought by many to pro- 
eced trom the general resumption of crown 
lands; which as has been said, the king had 

ractiscd; by which the duke had lost the no- 
ble lordship of Tuthury, and scveral other 
Jands which the king had tormerly given him. 
Add to this, that ov the death of Charles 
duke of Burgundy, Mary, his only daughter 
and heir, by Murgaret, king Edward’s sister, 
wis designed by ber mother to be given to 
Clarence, his own wite being newly dead; but 
the king, suys our authority, net willing his 
ungrateful brother should gain such a fortune, 
impeded the match so much, that it never 
took place; and the young lady was atter- 
wards married to the emperor of Germany's 
son, Maximilian. The duke’s anger was by 
this usage much more raised against the king; 
and they began to regard one another with no 
brotherly aspects. Besides, tlatterers and tale- 
bearers, who always haunt the courts of 
princes, by carrying and repeating stories, 
made the matter still worse between thei, 
‘But the reason of the duke’s imprisonment ts 


said to be this: one John Stacey, whom our | 


author calls an astronomer, and a great necro- 
mancer, was joined in confederacy with Tho. 
‘Burdet, esa. one of the duke’s servants; and 
they were accuscd of compassing the death of 
Rich. lord Beauchamp, at the instigation of 
his wilc, an adulteress, by making of leaden 
Imaves, and other things to that purpose. 
Stacey having passed a severe exanunation, on 
the exercising this damnable art, savs the 
anonk, confessed many matters, both against 
dimsclf and against the said Burdet, who was 
thereupon taken up. ‘Phey were both tried in 
Westminster-lfall, at the bar of the King’s 
Bench, inust of the lords temporal sitting with 
the judges, where they were found guilty, and 
eundeimnued to suffer death tur it. Being drawn 
Zo ‘Tyburn, and permitted to speak what the 

‘pleased, Stacey said little; but Burdet, with 
great boldness and many words, declared his 
annocence, and ended his discourse with these 
words of Susanna, * Ecce morior, cu mili 
horuin fecenm.’ ‘The neat day the duke of 
Clarence came into the Council Chamber at 
‘Westinuster, and brought with him a famous 
‘divine, of the order ot Minarets, who had 
tnken the confession and declaration atore- 
said, and repeated it to the lords of the council, 
‘which, as soon as he had done, the duke with- 
drew. 
sor; and when he was tuld this affair, he tell 
antu a vehement passion at his brother; and 
recollecting in his mind a! the informations 


“be had receiwed against him, he summoned 


him to appear before hin on a day appointed, 
4n the palace at Westm, when the lurd mayor 
-eand aldermen of London were present; and there 
‘the king, with his own mouth, “ accused the 
‘duke of many articles, particularly the last 
ammentioned; ageravating itvebemently against 
bun, and charging the duke with stigmatising 


“hin as a reprobate to the laws af the land, 


The king was at thut time at Wind-' 


and that his judges and juries were equally 
unjust.” Upon which the duke was sent prie 
soner to the Tower, from which imprisonment 
death only freed him. | 

The d. of Clorence tried.] What followed 
in the next parl. adds our former authority, 
‘mens retuyit cuarrare ;’ since it was 4 melane 
choly sight to see such discord arise between 
two persons so near akin jn humanity; for no 
one charged the duke but the king, nor no 
one answered the king but the duke. Some, 
however, were produced, of whom it was much 
doubted, whether they came as accusers of the 
duke or evidences tor lim. ‘The duke an- 
swered all objections to his conduct by a flat 
denial; offering, if it wmght be granted, to de- 
fend his cause by combat. Quid multis nnme- 
rer?” Lhe house of lords were of opinion, that 
the evidence ngaimst the duke was sutticicnt 5 
and theretore proceeded to condemnation, the 
sentence of which was pronounced by Ubury 
duke of Buckmeliam, tor that time made ‘lord 
hich steward of Enuland, Execution, how- 
ever, was deliaved, ull the Speaker of the com- 
mons and his brethren were called betore the 
other house, when a rehearing of the whole 
matter was made betore them. The conse- 
quence ofall which was, that the duke was 
put to death, within the Tower of London, in 
afew days; but what kind of death he sut- 
fered is unknown, though inost authors agree 
that he was drowned in a butt of malinsey 


“wine, : 


Billof Atlainder against the d. of Clarence.} 
Habington, the purticular writer of this king’s 
lite, has not only laid the death of the Duke of 
Clarence to the evil machinations of his bro- 
ther Gloucester, but has also given us the sum 
and substance of the Bill of Attainder avast 
him; which, as it lays the matter fully open, 
we shall give ino his own words: © In his At- 
tainder, according to the form, are cmmes 
enough to make his death have appearance ot 
justice, the exccution of which the king seem- 
ed rather constrained to, than to have sought. 
For there are reckoned up, how the duke of 
Clarence te bring the present govt. into hatred 
with the people and thereby the present state 
into trouble, had not only in his speeches fre- 
quently iuid injustice to the king’s charge in 
attainting ‘Vho. Burdet falsely, convict of many 
hoturigus treasons; but suborned many of his 
servants and divers others, corrupted with 
money, to divulye the like seditious discourses : 
That he had spread abroad impious rumours 
that the king dealt by necromancy ; and that, 
upon offence against such of his subjects whom 
by order of law be could not destroy, he was 
accustomed to take them away by pvison: 
That he had not rested there, but thereby to 
advance himselr to the kingdom, and for ever 
to disuble the king and his posterity from the 
crown, he had, cuntrary to truth, nature and 
religion, viper-hke destroying her who gave 
hin fite, published that the king was a bastard 
and nu way capable to reign: that to make 
tlus lis $0 moustrous almbition more success 
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fal, and alrendy to begin his asurpation, he 
bad caused many of the .king’s subjects tu be 
eworn upon the most blessed sacrament to be 
true to him and his heirs, withoat any excep- 
ton of their allegiance ; after which so solemn 
guths, he discovered to them his resolution to 
nght himself and his followers, who had both 
sultered by the king’s violent wresting away 
their estates; and in particular to revenge 
hinself upon the.king, wha (as he most iinpi- 
ously and fulsely suggested) had by art-magic 
contrived to. ca@fisume hiny as a candle con- 
sumethin. burning. And-what-most expressed 
the treason of his designs, that he had gut-out 
én fig eggars under the preat scal of Hen. 
VI. late king ; wherein was shewed how by the 
parl..1t. was enacted, that if the said Henry 
and Edw. his son should.die without issue- 
Male, the kingdém sheald: descend -upon the 
duke of Clarencd and his heirs; wherchy 
clearly ared his intention, immediately: to 
possess himself ofthe crewn, with destructioh 
of king. Edw. and his children, iby pretence of 
a genegal election of the commonwealth, ‘Tiris 


was the sum of hig: Attairder, which we may 


well believe had mot so easily ‘past but by the 
king’s public declaring himself: the sccret 
working of the duke of Gloucester; and the 
passionate urging ef the qucen’s kindred. But 
this attainder hath in it one thing most remarny 
able, that Clarence here falsely was accused 
of laying bastardy to the king, to endeavour 
possession of the crowns which: afterwards 
was alledged indeed. by Rd. duke of Glouces- 
ter, to the absolute disinhent of the king’s 
sons,” é SP ace 2 ge , 

A Parl. called.| Tt was not till 5 years nf- 
ter the dissolution of the tast parl., that we 


meet with another:on Record, which was sum-_ 


moned by writs, dated at Westminster, ‘Nov, 
15th, in the 22d and last year of this king, to 
meet at the same place, on the 20th of Jan. 
tullowing (1482). The tirst writ to the peers, 
was directed to his: most dear first’ born son, 
Edw. prince of Wales, &c. and the next to the 
King’s other son, Itd. duke of York.—Being all 
assembled on the: day appomted, tle abp. of 
York, Tho. Rotheram, lord chunc, opencd the’ 
session by a specch on this subject, ¢ Dominus 
illuminatio mea & silus mea.’ After which he 
directed tie commons to chuse a Speaker; 
who, the next day, presented John Wood, esq. 
for that artice. wy & 
A Subsidy. granted.| .'¥he first; thing on 
record, which was: done in this parliancnt, 
i, that. the cammons voted’ a supply; . and 
by. the conseat af the lords spiritual and 
temporal, « 10th and 9 15th, to be levied .on 
the laity, was granted ; except.a deduction of 
60001. ta be bestowed on decayed:towns, Also 
‘a yearly subsidy -to be levied on all strangers, 
as well denizens as others, And at the re- 
quest ofthe commons, in recompence of the 
above grant, the. king conmmanded that all the’ 
statutes, concernmg weights and measures, la-' 
bourers, beggars;: and’ vagabonds, should be! 
‘proclumed and duly observed.—A yearly rent, 


/ 


~ 
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or annuity, Gut of the king's customs amd other. 
revenpes, anrounting to the sum of 11,0001, 
was settled by parl. for defraying the King’s 
household expences. Sot 

- Grants.) The rest of the business trans, 
acted in this, parl, was chiefly gifts and ex- 
changes of mavors and other hereditaments, 10, 
the duchies of Cornwall and Lancaster, which, 
would be too.tedious to mention. Except, 
that a very large grant to Rd. duke of Glouces- 
ter, of the wardeuship of the North-marches, 
togethor with the castles, towns, lordships, 
custoins, and fee-farm of Carlisle and New- 
castle; with several pf the king's hepedita- 
ments, belonging to the duchy of Lancuster, 
in Cumberland;.. and several, countries and 
lands within Scotland there mentioned, and 
some, royal prerogatives within the saine, to 
hold the same of the king by kuight’s service, 
was confismed by parliament, - 

‘A .sumptuary Luw,] Some acts are, also, 
in the Statute-Books, made this il for the 
advantage of the public, to which we refer; 
and shall only mention one, by which all for; 
mer statutes made, touching the excess of Ap-+ 
parcel, were repealed, And, what kind of 
apparel, temporal men, of every degree and 
estate, were allowed to wear, Also, “ That 
none, under the degree of 9 lord, except cer- 
tain persons perticularly named, shall wear 
any guwn, ‘or mantle, unless it be of such 9 
length, that a man standing upright, it shal] 
cover his privy members and buttocks.” | | 
. The King greatly distressed.| But, though 
our Recerds intorm us of na. public aftairg 


| being transacted this parl, yet the history of 


Crovland tells us, “ That Edw.’s foreign ne- 
gotiations were driven to a very disagreeable 
crisis. He now found, out, that Lewis the 
French king, had-long made his game of hin; 
and, at present, seemed so much to despise - 
his power, that he not only withdrew the an- 
nual tribute, but actually forbad the marriage 
of the dauphin with the princess Elizabeth 
Edward's eldest daughter, though they had 
been solemnly ‘contracted: that the Scots, 
having a mind to break the truce, first dee 
spised the match that was agreed upon be- 
tween their king and Cicely, another daughter 
of Edw.’s and then openly espoused the cause 
of France. Other foreign coneerns relating ty 
his friend the duke of Austria, gravelled hin; 
nor were his domestic affairs in any profound 
degree of tranquillity. Under these dilemmas, 
he found himeelf necessitated to call a pail. 
to whom he opened the cause of his ne pe 
and the andulent usage he had met with 
from the powers abovementioned ; and begced 
of them to assist him to revenge the affront. 
Nevertheless, he durst- not ask any subsidy 
from the commons; but teok more freéedoin 


with the clergy, to, whom he told his necesst- 


ties, in a kind manner; and they, with as 
much benignity granted a 10th; and were so. 
complaisint to him, that whatever the king 
asked they granted.” Here the monk falls 
into an exclamation sgaipst such practices j 


which because it is singular in its kind, we 
shall give in his:‘own words. “ QO servile, per- 
Ritiosum exitinm ecclesiz! avertat Deus, ab 
omnibus regum succedentium “animis, factum 
jusmodi in ullam trahere consequentiam ; ne 
rsan ipsis ea mala, sive deterioria, excogi- 
gare possint, eveniant, que mox huic regi, et 
sue clarissime posieritati, miserabiliter evene~ 
t?” . Se i 
Death of E:w. IV.| Cotton has given us 
the names of the pecrs sunsmoned to attend 
@ pari, at Westminster, Jan. 20. in the 23d 
ear of this king. But there ure no proceed- 
ings of suci: a park. on record; it is probable 
‘they never met, being prevented by the last 
gickuess ard death of the king, which hap- 
pencd soon after. For he died at his palace 
of Westminster the 9th. of Apr! 1463, and 
the 23d year of his reign. oe. a 
Tures in the Reign of Edw. IV. 
Edward IV. bad no subsidy granted him till 
the third year of his reign, when the parl. gave 
him an aid of 37,0001. to be Jevied according 
to a certain rate:' but he afterwards released 
60001. of the said crant.—The next year he 
had tonnage and poundage of every English 
merchant, tor every sack of wool 33s. 4d.; for 
every 240 woul-fells 33s. 4d.; for every last of 
hides $l. 63. 8d.; and of every merchant- 
etranger, whether denisens or not, for every 
gack of wool. 6s. 8d.; for every last of hides 
$1. 13s. 4d. ; for every 240 wool-fells 31. 6s. 8d. 
And all this was granted him for his life.—In 
his 8th year he had a subsidy of two 10ths and 
two 15ths, to be levied on the laity. This year 
Henry VI. was restored; but soon after Ed- 
qward recovered the crown; and, in his 12th 
year the commons voted a supply of 14,000 
archers at their own cost, the same to be levied 
according to a proportion out of all lends and 
tenements. ‘The lords also taxed themselves, 
by way of grant, unto the king, towards fur- 
nishing the furces aforesaid, the 10th part. of 


one whole year’s revenue of their lands and 


possessions.—In‘ his 13th year the commons 

ranted the king one 10th, and one 15th.— 

he next year a subsidy was granted by the 
commons of one 10th and one 15th; also 
_ $1,117]. 4s. 71d. for the wages of the 14,000 
' archers voted in his 12th year.—In his 15th 
your, he had a 10th, a 15th, and a $rd of each; 
‘besides this, the king raised money after a new 
Invention, called, ‘ A Benevolence.’—In his 


‘@@nd year he had a 10th and a 15th granted: 


. him to be levied on the laity. The clergy also 
granted a 10th. : | 


Price of Provisions in the Reign of Edw. IV. ; 


In 1468, wheat sold at London for Qs. a 
quarter; barley at 1s. 30d.; pease 3s. 4d. ; 
oats. 1s. 2d. in the same year in Nor- 
folk, wheat sold for 1s. 8d.; barley,1s.; malt 
As. 8d.; oats 1s.—In 1464, white wheat sald 
for 6s.-8d. a quarter.—In 1475, oats sold fer 
ds. 10d. a-quarter; and a load of hoy for 6. &d. 

_ Alcts passed in this King’s Reign. 
1 Edw. IV.—i. What asts done by -king 
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| morlings, or shoriiags. 


[ato 


Hen, the 4th, Hen. the 5th, and Hen. the 6th, 
late kings of England, shall contanue good and 


effect 2. Touching indictments and pre- 
sentments in sheriffs turns and deets. 

3 Edw. IV.—1. Concerning the winding, 
shipping, and transporting of wools, fells, 
ings, 2. An: act to restrain 
the bringing corn into the realm, until it shall 


-eaceed certain priees. 3. Concerning the myss 


tery.of silk-workers. 4. Concerning Certam 
merchandizes not lawful to be brought into 
this realm ready wrought..:6. What kind of 
parel men and worhen of each vocation are 
allowed to wear. ! Ek, 

4 Edw, IV.—~1. Touching the length and 
breadth of broad cloths, streits, and sersies. 2. 
Concerning the shipping of merchandizes of the 
staple to Calais. 8. For the shipping at News 
castle the cloths: nbade in divers places. 4 
Concerning the manner of buying of wools in 
certain counties, 3.,'The mérchandizes of the 
duchy of Burgundy. shall aot be brought into 
this realm. 6. Concerning merchants aliens 
employment of their money upon comsmodiues 


a’ “ 


of this realm. 7. Touching: cordwainers and _ 


coblers in London,;:or ewithin three miles come 


pass thereof. 8. Concerning -horners in the 


city of London. 9. Concernmg patteu-makers. 


10. The-passage of pilgrims: shall -be only at 


Dover. : ae 

‘7 Edw. IV.—1. Tonohing:ti.e clection of the 
wardens of worsted weavers within the civy 
Norwich, and the county of Nortolk. 2. Aa 
act enabling the. inhebitamts:of the hundreds 
of Liston, Tavestucke, and Rowburgh, in the 
county of Devon, to mix flocks im the cloth 
made of the wool growing’ withm. the same 
hundreds, 3. No person shall carry beyond 


the seas:any woollen yarn-or-cloth not fulled. 


4. Touching grants made by the king. 5. Lands 
holden of a common person, coming to the 
king’s hands by attainder, being after ted 


by the king to another, shall be holden as if 


the attainder had not been. . 

8 Edw. IV.—1. The length, breadth, and 
weight of woollen cloths. 2. Concernin le 
veries of company. 3. For jurors of Miadle- 
sex. 4. For pardoning of sheriffa, under- 
sheriffs, &c. for exercising their effices above 


one year. 
19 Edw. T¥V.—1. A sheriff not lawfully dis- 
charged, may nocupy his office d Michael- 


mas term, 2. Four bow-staves shall be brought 
nage and poundage ted to the king durig 


-ceming the office of escheators. , 
14 Edw. IFV.—1. For the benefit of the 


Wing's tenants going.inshis wars, -9..An 8% 
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for the proteetions of guch as go ia the king’s | the temporal lords, is as usual; the first writ 
wart, 3. An act for shipping of wools and | to the Intter is directed to his most dear first- 
fll, 4 A confirmation of statutes made | born son Edward, prince of Walcs, duke of 
the breakers of truce, &c. _ | Cornwall, and earl of Chester. This prince, 
17 Edw. 1V.—1. An act concerning money. who was then about ten years of age, had been 
9, For courts of pie-powders. 3. For unlaw-|so created at York, some months before, at 
fal games. 4. For making of tile. 5. For | his father’s second coronation im that city. He 
sealing of cloths. 6. A repeal of the parl. | enjoyed this dignity but for a short time, for 
he died the next year; and, lived not to see 
his father’s dismal catastrophe, nor to taste 
perhaps of greater misery himself. The rest 
of the peers, as they stand in Dugdale's cata 
logue, are as follows :— 


Peers summéned to this Parliament, 
John duke of Norfolk Richard West lord de 


Jobn duke of Suffolk la War | : 
of | Wm. earl of Arundel . Walter Devereux lord . 


woods in forests, chases, and purlieus, 8. Far Edmund carl of Kent ._ Ferrers - : 
| Ralph earl of West- Jn. |. Scroop, of Bolton 


the town of Berwick. 
. | moreland _. Thos. Jord Lumley, of 
—— Henry earl of N orth- een ae a 
Ep Vv. | umberland _ | 16mas tanley 
hei Wilbam earl of Hunt- _—of Stanley ° 


ingdon _ John Brake], Cobham | 
Thos. earlofSurrey . Jn. Blount. Mounyoy - 
William earl of Not- John Stourton Jord 
tingham Stourton 
Francis Visc. Lovel John Sutton ]. Dudley 
Edward Visc. Lisle John lord Dynham, of - 
Ralph lord Greystock Care Dynham ss: 
Sy lord Scroup, of Rich. lerd Yitz-Hugh 


By the death of Edward IV. the first prince 
of the York line, the inheritance of the crown 
descended, by right of succession, to his eldest 
son Edward, then prince of Wales; who, from 
the day of his father’s death, was stiled king 
of England, and proclaimed as such, by the 
name uf Edward V. being then about 13 years 
of age. Tiis: is the preamble that the great 
sir Thos 


More gives to his life and reign of ehasn John lord Zouch 
this unfortunate young king, whose state and | p; ane tee 
dignity was soon under! ae by his yomatu i Rich. ld, Beauchamp, Thomas Arundell lord 


of Beauchamp Matravers . 
John lord Audley Humphrey ld. Dacre, 
George lord Nevile, of of Gilsland 

Bergavenny. John ]. Gray, of Powis - 
Reginald lord Grey, “Wm. Id. Hastings, of 

of Wilton Welles 
George Stanley lord Owen id. Ogle, of Ogle 

de la Strange Edw. lord Hastings, 
Henry lord Grey __. of Hungerford 
Names of the Judges summoned to this Parl. . 
Sir Wm. Husee, knt. Sir Richard Neal 
chief justice _ Sir Thomas Tremayle 
Sir Thomas Brian Sir Jobn Vavasour, 
Sir Guy Fayfax and a 
Sir William Jenny Morgan Kidwelly, esq. 
Sir John Catesby the king's attorney 
Sir Roger Tounsend general, , < 

Our older chronicles, and more modern 
historians, are very brief in their account of 
the proceedings of this parl, The ‘ History of 
Croyland, cotemporary with these times, 
might be expected to farnish more matter for 
these iries, relating to it: bat there. it is 
only cursorily mentioned ; though some hints, 
are given, about the methods taken to force 
the Act of Succession through the houses, as. 
are almost incredible. It.is there gaid, “* That. 
-in this perl. the king, in order to strengthen 
bis title to that crown, which he had in the 
preceding summer gained, brought an affair, 
relating to matrimonial contracts, to be dis~ 
puted before an assembly of laymen. “And, 
though jt was well known that such a court 


and barbarous uncle Richard, duke of Glou- 
cester. The short reign, if we may $0 call it, 
of this prince, was so wholly taken up with the 
wicked intrigues of his uncle to dispossess him, 
‘that no parliament could he called; for he was 
not even suffered to live to his coronation. 
Therefore, to the particular writer abovemen- 
tioned, of this king’s life, and to the more ge- 
neral ‘English historians, we must refer our 
readers; since all that was done, in this short 
interval of sovereignty, relating to our purpose, 
will be comprised in the reign of the successor ; 
this young ‘king and bis brother being both 
taken off by cruel means to make way for him. 
Edward V. begun tis lite and ended it in a 
very unhappy manner ; for he was born in a 
sanctuary, and died in a prison. He first saw 
light in Westminster abbey, where his mother 
hed taken sanctuary, after the earl of War- 
wick had driven her husband Edw. IV. out of 
the kingdom, in Sept. 1470; and he was mur-. 
dered in the tower of London, in July 1483, 
a little while after bis uncle Richard's coro- 
Rafion, 


— 
Ricuarp ITI. 
‘A Parl. called.| In the short reign of this 
Jking we. meet with but one pari. which was 
called to Westminster Jan. the 25, 1484, in the 
first year of it. The fosm of the writ of sum- 
directed 


mons, di 
‘the rest-of. the bps. abbots, pri0ss, &c, and 10 
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had nothing to do in this matter, vet so great | there being proof of a former eontract and 
was the dread and fear, which then possessed ; inavriage with the lady Fleanor Valbot, daugh-' 
the boldest, that they not only undertook the | ter to thé old earl of Shrewsbury, and relict of 
aftuir, but gave sentence -accurdinely. For,’ the Jord Butler of Sudeley, then, and jong 
adds he, “so many grout men; peers and coun. | after, living.” All that had been inferred by 
moners, were proseribed” he means attainted ; the duke of Buckingham, or contamed in the 
“as was never known since the ime of the ; bill supplicatory, demonstrated, was arain 
triumvirate of Octavius, Anthony anet Lepidus. | consulted,- and judement given against that 
Besides, a great quantity of moncy was drawn [ inarriage; the -incapacity alse of the childrem 
out of the king’s treasury at this tive, in order | of the earl of Warwick and his sister, the lady 
to gain thisact, and chiefly distribnted amonest | Eliz. Plantagenet, were all decreed and con 
his northern friends, whum he planted, al-o, | firmed -by-act of. parl. There was likey ise 
for his greater security, in every part.of the j notice taken of the earl of Richinond’s pres 
kingdom; which gave much offence to his | tence to the crown, by a title derived foun 
more southern subjects, and made them pay | the house of Lancaster; who was at that time 
fnore regard to the hopes of a tuttire revola- | in France labouring ta engage the king and 
tion, than to the present tyrant.” - the’dnke of Britwin in his quarrel. Oh ! the tny 
Fabian, who lived in this king’s time, and | finite windings and perplexed. steps we labour. 
ends his chronicle with the next reign, has not | thoreugh, to get. that which we must bid good- 
one single word of this parl. Hall and Hol- | night to to-morrow; and yet the true and 
hngshead only say, that in the beginning of | rizhtful Lancaster had no tinger in this; for 
1484, a pearl. was summoned, in which the | this earl was not then granted to be of the 
earl of Richmond, and his followers, were | house of Lancaster; until the pope, by his 
attainted, and the people burthened with se- | bull, had given ‘him that titles and himself, 
verc taxcs and impositions; and that the money | after he was king, by his preravative assumed 
so collected was wasted on this king’s ‘crea- jit. In phis parl. Jie was attainted of lugh trea- 
tures, or squandered away prodically, to stop | son, and with bigy John earl of Oxford, Tho, 
the mouths of snch as. knew any thing of his | marq, of Dorset, Jasper earl of Pembroke, 
guilt in the death of his nephew. - Lionel bp. of Salisbury, Picr¢e bp. of Exeter, 
Polvdore Virgil writes, that “after this part. | the lady Margaret countess of | Richmond, | 
had attainted all the exiled persons, and con- | Tho. Morton bp., of Ely, Tho. Nandich by 
fiscated their estates to the king’s use, Richard ., the stile of ‘Tho. Nandich of Cambridge, cans 
Yeas not content with these rich spoils, but |jurer, Wm, Knevet of Buckingham smeared 
commanded them to grant him a large supply; | with the swne pitch, Geo. Brown of Beach- 
for, in order to vindicate himself from = ca- | worth, Tho. Lukener of ‘Tratton, John Guil- 
tumny, and to buy the tavonr of the people, : ford, Johu Fogg, Edw, Puinings, Vbo. Ficries 
he had bestowed such largesses of money | of Cherstnonceux, Nich. Gaiuford, Win. Clif; 
amongst them, that his treasury was very low. | ford, Jobn Dorrel, with athers of Kent and the 
But the most extraordinary stretch was, that | west country. . There was further enacted, for 
Tho. Stanley should be also declared an enemy | the approbation, and, confirming the true and 
to the state, on account of his wife Margarct’s Aastal’ title of .kjug Rich, this clause or sen- 
being mother to the earl of Richmond, who | tence. ‘Tt ig declared, pronounced, decrecd, 
was commonly thought to be at the head of | confirmed and established, by the authority of 
the conspiracy. And though a woman’s poli- | this prescut parl. that king Rich. ILL. is the 
tics may be judged of sinall moment, yet this | true and anlcnbted king of this realm; as 
parl. thought pope to take notice of her, and | well by richt of consanguinity and heritage, as 
commanded her husband, in whom they could | by lawful elccuon and coronation.’ &c.” 
find no guile, to confine her closcly; and | The reader wil ubscrve, that this parl. is 
suffer no messengers, of any account, to pass | not introduced in Cotton's “ Abridgment of 
between ber son and lier, that might disturb | the Records,” or in the Rell itself, with thar 
the peace of the kingdoin.” The same author | forimality as most of or all the rest are. There 
adds, that by consent of this parl. a peace | are no writs of summons, nor names of peers; 
with the Scots, who had begun hostilities on | no specch from the thranc, or from the lord 
the English borders, was concluded. chance. declaring the cause of the mecting, nor 
The particular writer of this king’s life (a), | any Speaker to the commons meytioned in it 
and a very particular one he is indecd, for,,| Neither is there any natice taken of a tax 
he has taken great pains to wash his black- | or subsidy; though this unposition is said hy 
moor white, is more explicit than any other in | historians to have been very grievous and bur 
his account of the procecdings in this pari. | densome to the people, Nor is it surprising, 
He says, * That in this parl, were many good.| that the Act of Attainder agginst the earl of 
laws enacted; the marriages of king Edw. | Richmond and Ins toilowers 13 not. to be found on 
were debated; that with the ladv Gray ad- | Record: conquest and succession ta'the cfown 
judged unlawful, and her children iliegitimie ; | soon after gave hin power enough, not only to 
abrogate that act, but even to erase it: from the 
(a) George Buck, esq. author of the history | Records. And the reagon the abovesaid, Roll ts 
of king Rich. TH. fol. 1647, London. But | yet extant, mav. be assigned ta the policy af 
gince printed with putes in heunet’s collectjon. the congucror ; since.atsouveyed.a stigma of 


a q 
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blot ‘on the house of York, by bastardising of 
Edward’s chiidren: and yet this politic-succes- 
sor wus obliged to merry the eldcst princess 
of that house, bys compact: and: agrcement 
with his coadjutors; im urder to settle for ever 
those fatal ditierences, which had divided and 
torn the nation for su many years, about. the 
diputed atles of York and Lancaster. .. 

Richard was well aware that this proposed 
union was the greatest motive the malecontents 
tohisgovt. had to draw in anany-more anditerent 
people, not only to wish tor, ‘but to endeavour 
to bnng it about. In order, therefore, to frus- 
trate this project, he tuok a resohition to add 
Incest to the rest of his crimes, by marrying 
the princess Elizabeth, his eldest brother’s 
daughter, himself. ‘The “ History of Croy- 
land” informs us, that “ during the sittiug of 
this parl. Richard, bv fair promises, mixed 
with some terrible threats, had at last prevailed 
upon the too easy queen to send all her daugh- 
ters to court, where they were received, by 
their unnatural ancle, with all seeming tender- 
ness and affection. At this time also the king 
got together almost all the lords ‘spiritual 
and temporal in the kingdom, the chief of the 
membets of the house of commons, and the 
principal persons-of his household, into a pri- 
vate parlour of the palace, and commanded 
them to take a new-comed oath, by whom 
framed is uncertain, to be truc to the succes- 
siop of his only son Edward, in case of his ta- 
thers mortality; and they were all Lkewise 
obliged to sign their names to it.” But w 
proceed, - 

Henry earl of Richmond attuinted.] Mr. Ra- 
pin ubserves, that “ Richard called this part. 
at avery sensonable juncture. The duke ot 
Buckingham’s conspiracy seeining entirely sti- 
fled Ly the death of that Jord, and the retreat 
of the earl of Richinond, there was not in the 
kingdom any persun in a condition to litt up 
his head against him. So the purl. consisting 
no doubt of representatives devoted to the 
king, declared Edward IV.’s issuc illegitimate, 
and confirmed Richard’s irregular election, 

with his pretended right to the crown, Thus 
act wag absolutely necessary tor Richard's, St- 
curity; besides, the parl. thereby avoided the 
trouble of enquiring after the fate of Edw. V. 
whom all England had for some months ac- 
knowledged for king. Then an act of, At- 
tainder was passed against. Henry earl of Rich- 
mond, and all his adherents, by virtue whereof 
‘al their estates were forfeited to the king. 
By this act, which dcclated ull those rebcls 


/markable we shall mention. 


which is their standing unrepealed, in our Sta~ 
tute-buoks, to this day. Some of the most re¢ 
©4, That wherc- 


-as the subjects of this rexlm had of: late been 


| 
! 
| 


burdened with a new imposition, called a Be- 
nevolence, the: same should not thenceforth 
be enacted. 2. That every justice of peace 
shall have power to admit a prisoner, arrested 
tor felony, to -bail; and that -no othcer shall 
seize the guods of.a prisoner, arrested tur fe- 
lony, tilt he be attainted. 3. That no person 
shall be immpannelled upon juries, but who 
hatl.20s. trechold,.or 26s. 8d. copyhold, at the 
least. 4. That wine and oil-vessels shall con 
tain as follows: every tun shall hold 252 gal- 
lons; a pipe 126 pallens, a tertian 8-4 callons; 
a hvugshead 63 gallons; a, barrel 314 gallons; 
arundlet 18£ gallons.”. The act against col- 
lectiny Benevolences has this. remarkable. pre- 
amble: “ The king, remembering how the 
commons of this his realn, by new and unlaw- 
tul inventions, and wmordinate covetousness, 
against the law of his roalm, have been put 
to great thraldom, ‘and insupportable charges 
and exactions, and especially by a new impo- 
sition catled a Benevolence; whereby tor di- 
vers years the subjects and commons of this 
land, against their wills.and freedoms, have 
paid great sums of money to their almost ut- 
ter destruction; for divers and many worship- 
ful men of this realm, by occasion thercof, 
were compelled to break up their households, 
and to live in- great penury und wretchedness, 
their debts unpaid, and their children unpre- 
ferred; and such memorials as they: had or- 
dained to be done for the wealth of their 
souls anentised and sunulled, to the great dis~ 
pleusure of God, ‘and destruction of this 
real, Therefore, &c.” It is easy to see that 
the intent of this uct had.a double aspect, to 
maku Richard’s own govt. seem mild aud spare 
ing of his subjects money, at the same time 
that it cast an odium on that of his brother 
Edw. But it was not very long after passing this 
act, that Rich, himself broke it; for, on the 
tirst news of the earl. of Richmond’s invasion, 
having suticiently. emptied his coffers, and 
squandered away the great treasure left by his 
brother, he- had recourse to the very sane 
neans (which he had condemned in open parl,) 
to procure more,-: “ And,” says the History of 
Crovland, ‘¢ the word Benevolence which had 
been used with so much contempt, converted 
itselt’; tor the king :scnt out his .creatures, 
who werechildren of this. world, and there- 


fore wiser than ‘the-children of light, who by 


and traiters that were concerned in the duke | prayers and threats, bvy,hook or.crook, scraped 
of Buckingham’s and the earl of Richmond’s | ynd gleaned together vast sums of maney from 
conspiracies, all the late executions were in | almost ail sorts of people, and carried it to the 


some measure justified; because stilk such as | king’s treasury.” - 
"Richard hulled. 
"+ Lrelative to the transactions of this parl, What 


had suffered were considered as guilty of the 
crime condemned by this act.” - 


» 


| Fhis is all we can collect 


Useful Acts passed.] It must, however, be | we have else to say in this reign is, that a new 
allowed, that other business was done -in this ; invasion, happening soon after under the earl 
parl. besicdes scttling the Succession, and pass- .of Richmond, king Richard last his lfe.and his 
ing the bill of Attainder.. Many wholesome | crown in the battle: of Bosworth, Aug. 22, 


_daws wereanacted in it; a plain evidence. ef 
. : ‘ —_ ads : Bs | 


a) 


e 
t 


1485, and the: conquerer sas proclaimed, 9% 
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tho head of his army, king.of England, &c. ie 
the open field. | 
. Acts passed in the Reign of Richard ITT. 
- 4 Rich: IJ.—1. An act for the better aseum 
ance of estates to be made by feotlers to uses. 
@. The subjects of this shall not be 
charged with Benevolences. 3. For admitting 
persons, suspected of felony, to bail; and to 
enquite of the escapes of felons; and that no 
efticer shall seize the goods of a prisoner, until 
“he be attainted. 4. Concerning the suthciency 
of jurors in a sheriff’s turn. 5. Those lands, 
whereof king Rich. was enfeoffed to the use of 
others, shall rest in-such persons, as if he had 
not been named in the feofiments. 6. To make 
perpetual the statute of 17 Ed. 4. c. 2. touching 
suits commenced in courts of Pie-powders. 
7. The force of fines levied before the justices 
of the common pleas. 8. Touchimg cloth- 
maki 9. Against Italians that sell thetr 
wares by retail, and other orders concerning 
that nation. 10. The statute of 22 Ed. 4. 
eap. 3. prohibiting wrought wares of silk to be 
brought into this realm, shall continue for ten 
ears. 11. Ten bow-staves shall be brought 
into this realm for every butt of malmsey or 
pe 42. For the setting handicraftsmen of 
ig realm on work. 13. The contents of cer- 
gain vessels of wine andoil. 14. For the be- 
nefit and relief of collectors of dismes of the 
clergy. 15. To make void all estates made for 
the benefit of lady Eliz. Grey, late wifc of king 
Edw. IV. : 
Private Acts. 
gins, under which title all the reasons and al- 
egations devised to prove the king to be true 
and undoubted heir te the crown, are set forth 
at lerge, and the same allowed, ratified, and 
enacted by the lords and commons, aad his 
Drothers children made bastards. 2. For 


the king to have the lands and possessions of 


Henry duke of Exeter, and of the duchess his 


wife. 3. For the attainder and con“iction of | 


Hen. duke of Buckingham, John bp. of Ely, 
Wm. Knevitt, John Rushe, Thos. Nandike, 
Hen. earlof Richmond, Jasper earl of Pem- 
broke, Geo. Brown, Thos. Lewkenor, knt. 
John Gulford, aud many more. 4. To enable 
the king to make grants of the sions of 
the persons attuinted. 5. Forthe attainder of 
the bps. ‘of Ely, Saram, aad Exeter. 6. 
Against Margaret countess of Richmond. 7. 
For the attainder of Walt. Roberd. 8. For 
‘the abp. ef Canterbury to enjoy the rent of 
41}. 12s. per aa. out of the 
9. To reverse the attninders mdde by king 
‘Hen. Ae es st Thos. Percy earl of Worcester, 
‘and Hen. earl of Northumberland. 10. 
For visc. Lovell to have and Enjoy the manors 
of Thorpe, Watervile, Alwinkle, Achirch, and 
‘Chelvistone, in the county of Northampton, 
&e. 14. For James Tirrel, and Anne his wife, 
‘daughter and heir of John , touching 
ithe fands of Arundell, being now attainted. 12. 


4 Rich. I11.—1. Titulus Re- }- 


manor of Ifeilde. | 


joying of 40 acres of land, upon pert wheres 
fe college is building. 18. Confirmation 
of letters made by king Edw. IV. to the 
college of Fodringhey. 14. For the city of 
Canterbury 


the town of Crowland to have: the games and 
marks of swans. 17. Touching the executors 
of John Dan mercer df London. 18. That 
the king shall have wardship of lands: holden 
of the y of Lancaster by knights service, 
notwithstanding the trust put in other persons, 


Henry VII. 


A Parl. called.| Henry having taken pos 
session of the English crown, the solemnity of 
his corofation was performed in the usual 
igi and manner, on the 18th of Oct. 1485. 

he next year, in order to gain a further sanc- 
tion to his title, he called a parl. by writs bear- 
ing date at Westminster, Sept. 15, 1486, to 
meet at the same place on the 7th of Nov. fol- 
lowing. A list of the peers, on this other great 
revolution in the state, is as follows:— . 


Peers summoned to this Parliament. 
John duke of Suffotk Richard lord Grey 
Jasper d. of Bedford Rich. lord De la Ware 
Wm. earl of Arundele Thomas lord Lumley 
John earl of Oxford John lord Broke of 
Edmund earl of Kent © Cobbam 
John lord Mountjoy 
John lord Stourton 
John lord Sutton, of 
‘ Dudley 
John lord Denham 
Thomas Id. Arundele, 

- of Matravers 
Edward visc. Lisle 
John |. Grey, of Powis _ 
Henry lord Clifford, of — 


Clifford 
Jobn Ratcliff Id. Fitz’ 


Richard earl Rivers 
Thomas earl of Derby 
Wm.e. of Huntingdon 
Edward earl of Devon 
Ralph lord Greystock 
Thomas lord Scroop, 
of Masham 
Rich. ld. Beauchamp, 
of Beauchamp — 
George lord Nevile, Walter 

of Bergavenny Wm. visc. Beaumont 
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L, chief justice Husee Sir Roger Townshend 


Sir Thomas Brian 
Sir Guy Fairfax 
Sir John Catesby 
Sir Richard Noel Wn. Hode, atty. gen. 
The great lord Beton, in his “‘ History of 
the Life and Reign of king Henry VII.” from 
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Sir Humpbrey Starky 
John Suliard 
Jobn Vavasour 


449] 


were chiefly three; ist, to procure the crown 
to be entauded upon himself; 2nd, to have the 
attainders of all of his party, which were iu 
no small number, reversed, and all acts of hos- 
tility by them done in his quarrel, remitted and 
discharged ; and, on the other side, to attaint 
by parl. the heads and principals of his ene- 
mics. The 3rd, to calm and quiet the tears ot 


the rest of that party, by a general pardun ;- 


nut being ignorant in how great danger a king 
stands from his subjects, when most of his 
subjects are conscivus in themselves, that they 
stand in hisdanger. Unto these 3 special mo- 
tives of a parl. was added, that he, asa pru- 
dent and moderate prince, made this judg- 
ment; that it was fit for him to hasten to let 
his people see, that he meant to govern by law, 
howsoever he came in by the sword; and fit 
also to reclaim them to know him for their 
king, whom cee had so latcly talked of as an 
eneiny or banished man. For that which con- 
cerned the entailing of the crown, (more than 
that he was true in his own will, that he would 
not endure any mention of the lady Elizabeth, 
No not in the nature of special cntuil), he car- 
ned it otherwise with great wisdum and mea- 
sure. For he did not press to have the act 
penned by way of declaration or recognition 
ofnght; as onthe other side, he avoided to 
have it by new law or ordinance; but chose 
rather a kind of middle-way, by way of esta- 
blishment, and that under covert and indif- 
ferent words; ‘ That the inheritance of the 
crown should rest, remain, and abide in the 
king, &c.’ which words might equally be ap- 
lied, That the crown should contunue to him; 
but whetber as having former right to it, which 
was doubtful, or having it then in fact and 
possession, which no man denied, was left fair 
to interpretation either way. And again, for 
the limitation of the entail, he did not press it 
to go farther than to himself and to the heirs of 
his body, not speaking of his night heirs ; but 
leaving that to the law to decide; so as the 
entail might seem rather a personal favour to 
him and his children, than a total disinherison 
tothe house 6f York. And in this form was 
the law drawn and passed.: This statute he 
procured to be confirmed by the pope’s bull 
the year following, with mention nevertheless, 
by way of recital, of his other titles, both uf 
descent and conquest. So as now the wreathe 
of three was made a wreathe of five, for to the 
three first titles of the two houses, and con- 
quest, were added two more, the authorities 
parliamentary and papal.” : 

“ The king likewise in the reversal of the 
attainders of his partakers, and discharging 
them of all offences incident to his service and 
succour, had his will and acts passed accord- 
ingly. In the passage whereof, exception was 
taken to divers persons in the house of com- 
mons, for that they were attainted, and there- 
by not legal, nor habilitate to serve in parl. 
being disabled in the highest degrce : and that 
iu should be a great incongruity wo have them 
oo laws, who themselves were not in- 

"OL. 1. 
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lawed. The truth was, that divers of those 
which had in the time of king Rd. been strong- 
est and most declared for the king’s party, 
were returned knights and burgesses for the 
parl. whether by care or recommendation from 
the state, or the voluntary inclination of the 
people; many of winch had been by Rd. IIT. 
uttainted by outlawries, or otherwise. The 
king was somewhat troubled with this: for 
though it had a grave and specious shew, yet it 
reflected upon his party. But wisely not shew- 
ing himself at all moved therewith, he would 
not understand it but as a case of law; and 
wished the judges to be advised thereupon ; 
who, for that purpose, were forthwith assem- 
bled in the Exchequer-Chamber, which is the 
Council-Chamber of the Judges; and upon 
deliberation they gave a grave and safe opi- 
nion and advice, mixed with law and conve- 
nience ; which was, that the knights and bur- 
gesses attainted by the course of law, should 
furbear to come into the house, till a law were 
passed for the reversal of their attainders.” 

“ Tt was at that time incidently moved 
amongst the judges in their consultation, what 
should be done tor the king himself, who like- 
wise was attzinted ; but it was with unanimous 
consent resolved, ‘ That the crown takes away 
all defects and stops in blood; and that trora 
the tine the king did assume the crown, the 
fountain was cleared, and all attainders and 
corruption of blood discharged.’ But never- 
theless for honour’s sake it was ordained by 
parl. that all records. wherein there was any 
memory, or mention of the king’s attainder, 
should be defaced, cancelled, and taken off 
the file.” —_ 

‘¢ But on the part of the king’s enemies, 
there were by at attainted, the late duke of 
Gloucester, calling himself Rich. IIL. the duke 
of Nortolk, the earl of Surry, visc. Lovel, the 
Id. Ferrers, the Id. Zouch, Rich. Ratclitfe, 
Wm, Catesby, and many others of degree and 
quality. In which bills of Attainders never- 
theless, there were contained many just and 
teinperate clauses, savings and provisoes, well 
shewing and fore-tokening the wisdom, stay, 
and moderation of the king’s spirit of govt. 
And for the pardon of the rest that had stood 
against the king, the king upon a second ad- 
vice, thought it not fit it should pass by parl. 
the better, being matter of grace, to impro- 
priate the thanks to himselt; using only the 
Opportunity of a parliament-time, the better 
to disperse it into the veins of the kingdom. 
Therefore during the parl. he published his royal 
proclamation, offering pardon and grace of 
restitution, to all such as had taken arms, or 
been participant of any attempts against him ; 
so as they submitted themselves to his mercy 
by a day, and took the oath of allegiance and- 
fidelity to him. Whereupon many came out 
of sanctuary, and inany more came out of 
fear, no less guilty than those that had taken 
sanctuary.” 

‘“‘ As for money or treasure, the king thought 
it eee seasonable, of fit, to demand any of his 

2 2” 
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subjects at this parl.; both because he had re- 
ceived satisfaction from them in matters of so 
" great importance, and because he could not 
yemunerate them with any general pardon, 
being prevented therein by the coronation 
pardon, passed immediately before. - But 
chiefly, for that it was in every man’s eye, 
what great forfeitures and confiscations he had 
at that present to help himself;.wherehy those 
casualties of the crown might in reason spare 
the purses of his subjects; especially in a time 
~ awhen he was in peace with all his neighbours (a). 
Some few laws passed at that parl. almost for 
form-sake ; amongst which there was one, to 
reduce aliens, being made denizens, to pay 
strangers customs; and another, to draw to 
hinself the seizures and compositions of Italian 
yoods, for not employment, being points of 
profit to his coffers, whereof from the very 
beginning he was not forgetful; and had been 
more happy at the latter end, if his early pro- 
vidence, which kept him from all necessity of 
exacting upon his people, could likewise have 
tempered ius nature therein. He added during 
purl. to his former creations, the eunoblement 
or advancement in nobility of a few others: 
the lord Chandos of Britain, was made earl of 
Sath, and sir Giles Dawbeney was made lord 
Yawhency, and sir Robert Willoughby lord 
‘Brooke. The king did also with great noble- 
ness and bounty, which virtucs at that time 
had their turns in his nature, restore Edw. 
Statiord, eldest son to Henry duke of Bucking- 
ham, attainted m the time of king Rich. not 
only to his dignities, but to his fortunes and 
possessions, which were great; to which he 
was moved also by a kind of gratitude, for 
that the duke was the man that moved the 
first stone against the tyranny of king Rich. 
and indeed inade the king a bridge to the 
crown upon his own ruins. Thus the part. 
broke up.” 

A Parl. called.| In 1488 another parl. was 
called, by writs bearing date Sept. 1st, to 
mect at Westininster on the 9th of Nov. fol+ 
lowing, and in the 3d year of Henry’s reign. 
Being all assembled, lord Bacon informs us 
that, Tho. Morton, abp. of Canterbury and 
chancellor of England, declared the cause of 
the summons in words to this effect : 

The Lord Charcellor’s Speech to hoth 
#lonses.| “ My lords and masters: the king’s 
grace, our sovereign lord, hath commanded 
me to declureunto you the causes that have 
anoved him at this time to suinmon this his 

arl. which T shall do in tew words; craw 
ing pardon of lus grace and you all, if I pere 
form itnot a3 I would. His vrace doth first of 
all let you know, that he retaineth in thank- 
ful snemory the love and loyalty shewed, to him 


(a) Though lord Bacon says this, yet we are 
inforined by the collection of public acts, that 
the usual tonnage and poundage, and the sub- 
sidy on wools, wool-rells and hides, were granted 
by this parl, Rymer’s Ford. Tom. XII. p. 335. 
‘The clergy also granted a tenth. Ibid. p. 323. 
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by you, at your last meeting, in establishment 
of his royalty; freeing and discharging of his 
partakers, and contiscation of his traitors and 
rebels; more than which could not come from 
subjects to their sovereign in one action. This 
he taketh so well at your hands, as he hath 
made it a resolution to himself to communi- 
cate with so loving and well-approved sub- 


jects, in all affairs that are of public nature, at 


home or abroad. Two, therefore, are the 
causes of your present assembling: the one, a 
foreign business; the other, matter of govt. at 
home. The French king (as no doubt you 
have heard) maketh at this present hot war 
upon the duke of Brittaine. His army ts now 
before Nauts, and holdet: it straitly besieged, 
being the principal city (if not in ceremony 
and pre-eminence, yet in strength and wealth) 
of that duchy. You may guess at his hopes, 
bv his attempting of the hurdest part of the 
war first. The cause of this war he knoweth 
best. He alledgeth the entertaming and suc- 
couring of the duke of Orleans, and some 
other French lords, whom the king taketh for 
his enemies. Others divine of other matters, 
Both parts have by their ambassadors divers 
times prayed the king’s aids: the French king, 
aids or neutrality; the Brittons, aids simply; 
for so their case requircth. The king, as a 
Christian prince, and blessed son of the holy 
church, hath offered himself as a mediator, to 
treat a peace between then. The French 
king vieldeth to treat, but will not stay the 
prosecution of the war. The Brittons, that 
desire peace most, heaken to it least; not 
upon confidence or stitiness, but upon distrust 
of true meaning, sceing the war gocs on. Soas 
the kiny, after as much pains and care to ef- 
fect a peace as ever he took in any business, 
not being able to remove the prosecution on 
the one side, nor the distrust on the other, 
caused by that prosecution, hath let fall the 
treaty; not repenting of it, but despairing of 
it now, as not likely to succeed. ‘Therctore, 
by this narrative, you now understand the 
state of the question, whereupon the king 
rayeth your advice; which is no other but 
Whether he shall enter into an auxiliary and 
defensive war fur the Brittons against France? 
And tor the better to open your understand+ 
ings in this affair, the king hath commanded 
me to say sumewhat to you for him, of the 
persons that do intervene im this business; 
and somewhat of the consequence thercof, as 
it hath relation to this kingdom; and some- 
what of the example of it in general ; making 
nevertheless no conclusion or judgment of any 
point, until his grace hath received your faith- 
tul and politic advices. First, for the king 
our sovereign himself, who is the principal per- 
son vou are to eye in this business: his grace 
doth profess, that he truly and constantly de- 
sircth to reign in peace. But his grace saith, 
he will neither buy peace with dishonour, nor 
take it up at interest of danger to ensue; but 
shall think it a good change, if it pleased God 
to change the inward troubles and seditions, 
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wherewith he hath been hitherto cxercised, 
into av honourable foreign war, And for the 
other two ape in this action, the French 
king and the duke of Brittaine, his grace doth 
declare unto you, that they be the men unto 
whom he is of all other friends and allies most 
- bounden; the one having held over him his 
hand of protection from t rant, the other 
having reached forth unto him his hand of 
help, forthe recovery of hiskingdom. So that 
his affection toward them in his natural person 
N upon equal terms. And whereas you may 
have heard, that his grace was enforced to fly 
out of Brittaine into France, for doubts of be 
ing betrayed; his grace would not in any sort 
have that reflect upon the duke of Brittaine, in 
defacement of his former benefits; for that he 
is thoroughly informed, that it was but the 
‘practice of some corrupt persons about him, 
during the time of his sickness, altogether 
without his conssnt or privity. But hawso- 
ever these things do interest bis grace in his 
particular, yet he knaweth well, that the 
lugher bond that tieth him to procure by all 
means the safety and welfare of his loving sub- 
jects, doth disinterest him of these obligations 
of gratitude, otherwise than thus; that if his 
grace be forced to make a war, he do it with- 
out passion or ambition.—For the consequence 
of this action towards this kingdom, it 1s much 
as the French king’s intention is. For if it be 
no more, but to range his subjects to reason, 
who bear themselves stout upon the strength 
of the duke of Brittaine, it is nothing to us. 
But if it be in the French king’s purpose, (or 
if it should nat be in his purpose, yet if it shall 
fullow all one, as if it were sought,) that the 
French king shalt make a province ot Brit- 
taine, and joi it to the crown of France; then 
it is worthy the consideration, how this mav 
import England, as well in the increasement 
of the greatness of France, by the addition of 
such a country, that stretcheth bis boughs unto 
our seas, as in depriving this nation, and leav- 
ing it so naked of so firm and assured contede- 
rates, as the Brittons bave always been. For 
then it will come to pass, that whereas, not 
long since, this realm was mighty upon the 
continent, first in territory, and after. in alli- 
unce, in respect of Burgundy and Brittaine, 
which were confederates indeed, but depend- 
ant confederates ; now the.one being already 
cast, partly into the greatness of France, and 
partly mto that of Austria, the other is like 
wholly to be cast into the greatness ot France; 
and this island shall remain contined in effect 
within the salt waters, and girt, about with the 
coast countries of two mighty monarchs.—For 
the example, it resteth Jikewise uppn the same 
question, upon the French king’s intent. For, 
if Brittaine be carried and swallowed. up by 
France, as the world abroal conceive it will, 
then it is an cxample very dangerous and uni- 
versal, that the lesser neighbour's estate should 
be devoured by the greater. For this mav be 
the case of Scotland towards England; of Por- 
wgal towards Spain; of the smaller estates of 


Italy toward the greater; and so of Germany; 
or us if some of you of the commons might not 
live and dwell safely, besides some ot these 
great lards. And the bringing it of this ex 
ample will be chiefly laid to the king’s charge, 
as to him that was most interested and most 
able’ to forbid it. But then on the other side, 
there is so fair a pretext on the French king’s 
part (and yet pretext is never wanting to 
power) in regard the danger imminent to his 
awn estate is such, as may make this enters 
prise scem rather a work of necessity thay of” 
ambition, as doth in reason correct the dan-+ 
ger of the example. For that the example of 
that which is done in 8 man’s own defence 
cannot be dangerous, because it is in another’s 
power to avoid it, But in alk this business, 
the king remits himself to your grave and ma- 
ture advice, whereupon he purposeth to rely. 
For that which may concern govt. at home, 
the king hath commanded me to say unto you, 
That he thinketh there was never any king 
(for the small time that he hath reigned) had 
greater and juster cause of the two contrary 
passions, of joy and sorrow, than his grace 
hath. Joy, in respect of the rare and visible 
tavours of Almighty God, in girding the Iinpe- 
rial sword upon his side, and assisting the same 
his sword avainst all his enemies; and like- 
wise in blessing han with so many guod and 
loving servants and subjects, which have ne- 
ver failed to give him faithful council, ready 
obedience, and courageous defence. Sorrow, 
for that it hath not pleased God. to suffer him 
to sheath his sword (as he greatly desireck 
otherwise than for administration gf justice) 
but that he hath been forced to draw it so oft 
to cut off traiterous and disloyal subjects, 
whoin (it seems) God hath left (a few amonust 
many good) as the Canaanites among the peo- 
ple of Israel, to be thorns in their sides, to tempt 
and try them; though the end hath been alwavs 
(God’s name be blessed therefore) that the de- 
struction hath fallen upon their own heads, 
Wherefore his grace saith, That he seeth that it 
is not the blvod spilt in the field: that will save 
the blood in the city; nor the marshal’s sword 
that will set this kingdom in perfect peace; 
but that the true way is, to stop the seeds o 
sedition and rebellion in their beginnings; and 
tor that purpose to devise, confirin, and quick- 
en good and wholesome laws, avainst rivts, 
and unlawful assemblies of people, and all 
combinations and contedcracics of them, by: 
liveries, tokens, and other budees of factious 
dependence; that the peace of the land mav, 
by these ordinances, as by bars of iron, be 
soundly bound in and strengthened, and all 
force both in court, country, and private 
houses, be supprest. The care hercof, which 
so much concerneth yourselves, and which the 
nature ot the times doth instantly call for, his. 
grace commends to your.wisdoms, And be- 
cause it is the king’s desire, that this peace, 
wherein he hopeth to govern and maintain 
you, do not bear only unto you leaves for you, 
to sit under the shade of them in safety, but 
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also should bear vou fruit of riches, wealth, 


and plenty: theretore his grace prays you, to. 


take into consideration matter of trade, as 
also the manufactures of the kingdom, and to 
repress the basfard and barren employment of 
monies, to usury and uflawful exchanges, that 
they may be (as their natural use 1s) turned 
upon commerce, and lawful and royal trading. 
And likewise, that our people be set on work 
in arts and handicrafts; that the realm ma 
subsist more of itself, that idieness be avoided, 
and the draining out of our treasure, for foe 
reign manufactures, stopped. But you are 
not to rest here only, but to provide further, 
that whatsoever merchandize shall be brought 
in from beyond the seas may be employed 
upon the commodities of this land; whereby 
the kingdom’s stock of treasure may be sure to 
be kept from being diminished, by any over- 
‘trading of the foreigner. And, lastly, because 
the king is well assured that you would not 
have him poor that wishes you rich; he doubt- 
eth not, but that you will have care, as well to 
maintain his revenues of customs, and all other 
natures, as also to supply him with your loving 
aids, if the case shall so require. ‘The rather, 
for that you know the king is a good husband, 
and but a steward in effect for the public; and 
that what comes from you Is but as moisture 
drawn from the earth, which gathers into a 
cloud, and falls back upon the carth again. 
And you know well, how the kingdoms about 
you grow inore and more in greatness, and the 
times are stirring, and therctore not fit to find 
the king with an empty purse. More I have 
not to say to you; and wish that what hath 

been said had been better expressed; but that 
your wisdoms and good affections will supply. 
God bless your doings.” 

A Supply voted for a War with France.] 
This parl. not only advised the king to espouse 
the cause of the duke of Britainy, and send bim 
some speedy aid, but unanimously voted the 
king a large supply for that purpose. Accord- 
ingly, Rob. lord Brock was sent over to his aid, 
with a body of 8000 chvice men, well armed ; 
bur it all came to nothing; for the duke hav- 
ing lost a battle and soon after his lite, the 
English forces were recalled, and the district 
of Britainy was reduced under subjection to 
the crown of France, in which state it bas ever 
since remained. 

Acts pussed.} Many excelicnt laws were 
made in this pari. and as lord Bacon has 
elegantly and judiciously drawn them all up 
under their several heads, we cannot do better 
than give them in his own words us follow: 

“‘ First, the Authority of the Star-Chamber, 
which betore subsisted by the ancient common 
laws of the realm, was confirmed in certain 
cases by act of parl. This court is one of the 
savest and noblest institutions of this kingdom. 
For in the distribution of courts of ordinary 
justice, (besides the high court of parl.) in 
which distribution the king’s bench holdeth the 
pleas of the crown; the common place, pleas 
civil; the exchequer, pleas concerning the 
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king’s revenue ; and the chancery the pretoriaa 
power for mitigating the rigour of law, in case 
of extreinity, by the conscience of a good man: 
there was nevertheless always reserved a high 
and pre-eminent power to the king’s council, 
in causcs that might in example, ar conse- 
quence, concern the state of the commone 
wealth, which if thcy were criminal, the coun- 
cil used to sitin the chamber, called the Star 
Chambor; if civil, in the White-Chamber, or 
White-llall. And, as the chancery had the 
gare power for equity, so the Star-Cham- 

er had the censorian power for offences, un- 
der the degree of capital. ‘This court of Star- 
Chamber is compounded of good elements, {or 
it consisteth of 4 kinds of persons ; counsellors, 
pecrs, prelates, and clief judges. It discern- 
eth also principally of 4kinds of causes; forces, 
frauds, crimcs various of stellionate, and the, 
inchoations or middle acts towards crimes ca- 
pital, or heinous, not actually committed or 
perpetrated. But that which was principally 
aimed at by this act was force, and the two 
chief supports of force, combination of multi- 
tudes, and maintenance or headship of great 
persons.” 

‘From the general peace of the country, 
the king’s care went on to the peace of the 
king’s house, and the security of bis great offie 
cers and counsellors, But this law was someé- 
what of a strange composition and temper; 
That if any of the king’s servants under the 
degree of a lord, do conspire the death of any 
of the king’s counsel, or lord of the realm, it 
is made capital. This law was thought to be 
procured by the lord chanc. who being a stern 
and haughty man, and finding he had some 
mortal enemies in court, provided for his own 
safety; drowning the envy of it ina gencral 
law, by communicating the privilege with all 
other counsellors and peers, and yet not daring 
to extend it further, than to the king’s servants 
in Checkrowle, lest it should have been too 
harsh to the gentlemen, and other commons of 
the kingdom; who might have thought their 
ancient liberty and the clemency of the laws ot 
England invaded, if the will m= any case of 
felony should be made the deed. And yet the 
reason which the act yicldeth (that is to say, 
That he that conspireth the death of counsel- 
lors may be slavele iadirectly, and by a means 
to conspire the death of the king bimself)) is 
indifferent to all subjects, as well as to servants 
in court. However it seems this sufficed to 
serve the lord chancellor's turn at this time: 
but vet he lived te need a general law, for that 
he crew afterwards as odious to the country, 
as he was then to the court.” 

“ From the peace of the king’s house, the 
king’s care extended to the pcace of private 
houses and families; for there was an excellent 
moral law moulded thus; The taking and ear- 
rying away women forcibly, and against their 
will, (except female wards and bond women) 
was made capital. — There was made also 
another law for peace in general, and repress- 
ing of caurders and manslaughtcrs, and was m 
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emendment of the conimon laws of the realm, 
being this; That whereas by the common law, 
the king’s suit in case of homicide, did expect 
the year and the day, allowed to the party’s 
suit hy way of noe ; and that it was found 
by experience, that the party was many tines 
compounded with, and many times wearicd 
with the suit, so that in the end such suit was 
let fall, and by that time the matter was in a 
manner forgotten, and thereby prosecution at 
the king’s suit by indictment (which is ever 
best, fugrante criminc) neelected; it was or- 


dained, That the suit by indictment might be | 


taken as weil at any time within the vear and 


the day, as after, not prejudicing nevertheless 


the parties suit.—The king began also then, 
as well in wisdom as in justice, w pare a little 
the Privilege of Clergy, ordaining, That 
clerks convicted should be burnt in the hand, 
_ both because they might taste of some cor- 
poral punishment, and that they might carry 
a brand of infamy. But for this good act’s 
sake, the king himself was after branded by 
Perkin’s proclamation, for an execrable breaker 
of the mghts of holy church.—Another law 
was made for the better peace of the country; 
by which law the king’s officers and farmers 
were to forteit their places and holds, in case 
of unlawful retainer, or partaking in riots and 
unlawful assemblies.—There was also made 
good and politic laws in that parl. against 
Usury, which is the bastard use of muney; 
and against unlawful chievances and exchanges, 
which is bastard usury. And also for the se- 
curity of the king’s customs; and for the em- 
ployment of the proccedures of foreign com- 
modities, brought m by merchant-strangers, 
upon the native commodities of the realm: 
together with some other laws of less import- 
ance.” 

An Insurrection in the North.] But, not- 
withstanding these good and sulutary laws 
were, by the three estutes, enacted; yet the 
people were so far from being well reconciled 
to the govt. that they seemed to watch all op- 
portunitics to rebel against it. Accordingly, 
when the kme’s commissioners came down to 
levy the subsidy in Yorkshire and the bishop- 
ne of Durham, the- inhabitants began to mu- 
tiny; saying openly, That they had lately en- 
dured a thousand injuries, and that they nei- 
ther could uor would pay the tax demanded. 
This was their pretence; but lord Bacon ob- 
serves that “ the refusal did not proceed from 
any present necessity, but from the old humour 
ot those countries; where the memory of king 
Richard was so strong, that, like lees, it lay 
in the bottom of men’s hearts; and, if the 
vessel was but stirred, it would come up.” 
The commissioners, being somewhat astonish- 
ed, referred the matter to the earl of Nor- 
thumberland, who was the principal man for 
authority in those parts. The earl instantly 
informed the court of it, and signified in plain 
terms how boisterous these northern people 
were, and desired the king’s directions about 


the affair, Henry sent back a peremptory 
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answer, “ That he would hot abate one penny 
of a Subsidy, which had been granted him by 
parl.; because it might encourage other coun-- 
ties to expect the like release, or mutiyation ; 
but, chiefly, because he would never suffer 
that the base multitude should frustrate the . 
authority of part. wherein their votes and cone 
sents were included.” Upon this dispatch 
from court the earl assembled the principal 
justices and freeholders of the county; and 
delivered the king's mind to them in the very 
same imperious language it was sent; shich 
should not have been so, but that, as lord 
Bacon observes, * this harsh business was une 
fortunately fallen into the hands of a harsh 
man.” In short, it proved fatal to himself; 
for this message did not only irritate the peuple 
greatly, but made them conccive that the dee 
liverer of it was the principal contriver and 
persuader of the council. A mob, or rabble 
of people, rose instantly upon it, aud, asoail- 
ing the duke’s house, slew him and several of 
his servants. Nor did it stop here, for the 
rabble creating for their leader one sir John 
Egremond, a factious person, and one who 
for a long time had borne the king an ill will; 
being aninnated, also, by another incendiary, 
a mean fellow, called Joha a Chambre, who, 
‘bore a principal sway amongst them, they 
broke out into an open rebeliion, and gave 
out in flat terms, that they would .oarch 
against Henry, and fight tur the maintenance. 
of their liberues. When the king was adver- 
tised of this new insurrection, be seemed litte 
troubled at it, but sent down the earl of 
Surrey with a suilicient force against the rebels ; 
who, fought with, and defeated them, tak 
prisoner one of their leaders Jolin & Chambre ; 
the other, sir John Egremond, found means to 
escape into Flanders, to the lady Margaret 
duchess of Burgundy; whose court was then 
an asylum for all the enemies to king Henry. 
Soon after this defeat the king came down to 
York, where John & Chambre was executed in 
great state, The rest of the rebels were par- 
doned; and the king, having settled these 
northern commotions, returned to London ; 
leaving the earl of Surrey his licut. in those 
parts, and sir Rd. Tunstal for bis principal 
commissioner to levy the Subsidy; of which, 
adds lord Bacon, he did not remit one denier, 
This insurrection happened in 1489. 

A Parl. called.| At the end of the 4th year 
of his reign, the king thought fit to call another 
parl. but the express time is not mentioned in 
Dugdale; for the summons to this, and the 
parliaments in the two succeeding years, are 
not to be found on the Roils. However, the 
Statute Books say, it began Jan. 13, 1490.— 
Many wise laws were made in this parl. a short. 
account of which we shall give in the words of 
lord Bacon. 

Acts passed.| “ The king, finding hy the 
insurrection in the north, there was discone 
tentment abroad, in respect of the Subsidy, he 
thought it good to give his subjects yet farther 
contentment, and comfort in that kind. Cer- 
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tainly his tines for good commonwealths laws 
did excel; so as he imay justly be celebrated 
tur the best law-wiver to this nation, after king 
Edw. 1. For hisjaws (who so marks them well) 
are deep, and not vulgar; not inade upon the 
spur of a particular occasion tor the present, 
but out of providence of the future, to make 
the estate of his people still more and more 
happy; after the manner of the legislators in 
ancient and heroical times.—Tlirst, therefore, 
he made a law suitable to his own acts and 
times. For, as himself had in his person and 
marrhige made a final concord, in the great 
suit and title tor the crown; so by this law he 
settled the like peace and quiet in the private 
possessions of the subjects, Ordaining, That 
Fines thencetorth shoud be final to conclude 
all strangers rights; and that upon Fines Ie- 
vied, and solemnly proclaimed, the subject 
should have his time of watch for 5 years after 
bis utle accrued ; which, if he fore-passed, his 
right should be bound for ever after; with 
soine exception nevertheless, of minors, mar- 
ried women, and such incompetent persons.— 
«¢ Another statute was made of singular policy, 
for the Population apparently, and (if it be 
thoroughly considered) fur the Soldicry and 
Military Forces of the realm.—lInclosures at 
that tune began to be more frequent, whereby 
arable land which could not be manured with- 
out people and familics was turned imto pas- 
ture, which was easily rid by a few herdsinen ; 
‘and tenancies for years, lives, and at will 
(whereupon much of the yeomanry lived) were 
turned into demesnes. ‘This bred a decay of 
people, and, by consequence, a decay of towns, 
churches, tithes, and the like. The king like- 
wise knew full well, that there ensued withal 
upon this a decay and diminution of subsidy 
and taxes; for the more gentlemen, ever the 
lower books of subsidies. In remedying of 
this inconvenicnce, the king’s wisdom was ad- 
rairable, and the parliament's at that time. In- 
closures they would not forbid, for that had 
been to turbid ‘the improvement of the patri- 
mony of the kingdom; nor tllage they would 
not compel, for that was to strive with the na- 
ture and utility. But they took a course to 
take away Scpopy ns Inclosures, and depo- 
pulating Pasturage, and yet not by that name, 
er by any imperious express probbition, but 
by consequence, The ordinance was, That 
all houscs of husbandry that were used with 20 
acres of ground and upwards, should be main- 
tained and kept up for ever; together with a 
competent proportion of land to be used and 
occupied with them, and in no wise to be se- 
vered from them; as by another statute, made 
afterwards in his successor’s thne, was more 
fully declared. This upon forfeiture to be 
taken; not by way of popular action, but by 
seizure of the land itself, by the king and lords 
of the fee, as to half the profits, till the houses 
and lands were restored. By this means the 
houses heing kept up, did of necessity intorce 


_a dweller; and the proportion of land for oc- 


cupaticn being kept up, did of necessity inforce 
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that dweller, not to be a beggar or cottuagcr, 
but a man of some substance, that might keep 
hinds and servants, and set the plough on go- 
ing. This did wonderfully concern the might 
and manhood of the kingdom to have fermes, 
as it were of a standard suthcicnt to maintain 
an able body out of penury; and did in effect 
amortize a great part of the lands of the Line: 
doin unto the hold aud occupation of the yeo- 
maury, or middle people, of a condition be- 
twecn gentlemen and cottagers or peasants, 
Now, how much this did advance the military 
power of the kingdom, is apparent by the true 
priociples of war, and the examples of other 
kingdoms, For it hath been held by the ge- 
neral opinion of men of best Judyment in the 
wars, that the principal strength of an army 
consisteth in the infantry ar toot. And to 
make good infantry, it requireth men bred, not 
ina servile or indigent fashion, but in some 
free and plentitul manner. ‘Theretore if a state 
run most to noblemen and gentlemen, and that 
the husbandmen and ploughmen be but as their 
work-folks and labourers, or else mere cot- 
tazers (which are but house beggars) you may 
have a good cavalry, but never good stable 
bands of toot.—The king also, baving care to 
make his realm putent, as well by sea as by 
land, for the better maintenance ot the Navy, 
ordained, That Wines and Woads from the 
parts of Gascoigny und Languedoc, should not 
be brought but in English bottoins; bowing 
the ancient policy of this estate, trom consi- 
deration of plenty to consideration of power. 
For that almost all the ancient statutes incite 
by all means merchant-strangers, to bring in 
all sorts of commodities; having for end cheap- 
ness, and not looking to the point of state con- 
cerning the naval power.—The king also made 
® statute in that parl. monitory and muinatory, 
towards Justices of Peace, that they should 
duly execute their office; inviting complaints 
against them, first to their fellow justices, then 
ta the justices of agsize, then to the king or 
chancellor; and that a proclamation, which 
he had published of that tenor, should be read 
iN open sessions 4 times aycar, to keep them 
awake.—lIle made also laws far the correction 
of the Mint and counterfeiting of foreign Coin 
current, And that no pay:ment in gold should 
be made ta any merchant stranger, the better 
to keep treasure within the realm, for that gold 
was the metal that lay in least room.— He made 
algo statutes for the maintenance of Drapery, 
and the keeping of Wools within the realm; 
and nat only so, but for stinting and limiting 
the prices of cloth; one for the finer, and apo- 
ther for the coarser sort. Which I note, both 
because it was u rare thing to set prices by 
statute, especially upon our home cominodi- 
ties; and because of the wise model of the 
act, nor prescribing prices, buf stinting them 
not to excced a rate, that the clothier might 
drape accordingly, as be might afford.”—Dr 
vers other good statutes were made that parl, 
but these were the principal. And here I da 
desire those, into whose hands this work shal}, 
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. fall, that they do take in good part my long in- 
sistiug upon the laws that were ‘made in this 
king’s reign; whereof I have these reasons: 
both because it was the pre-cminent virtue 
and merit of this king, to whose memory I do 
honour; and because it hath soine correspon- 
dence to my person; but chiefly, because, in 
my judyment, itis some defect even in the best 
writers of history, that they do not often enough 
summarily deliver and set down the most me- 
morable laws, that passed in the times whereof 
they write, being indeed the principal acts of 
peace. For though they may be had in ori- 
ginal books of law themselves; yet that in- 
tormeth not the judgment of kings and coun- 
sellors, and persons of estate, so well as to sce 
them described, and entered in the table and 
pourtrait of the times.” 

A Parl. called.| We have now lapse of 3 
years, before we meet with an account of an- 
other parl.; in which interval, the exigencies 
of the state had rendered it absolutely neces- 
sary to enter into a war with France. Qn the 
12th of Aug. 1492, writs were issued for calling 


a parl. to mcet at Westminster, on the 17th of 


Oct. following. The first writ to the peers is di- 
rected to his most dear first-born sun Arthur, 
prnce of Wales, &c. a child then about two 
years of age. 

The King’s Speech.] At the time appointed, 
being all assembled as usual, the king himselt 
spoke to them, fram the throne, in these words: 
—My lords, and you the commons ;—when 
I purposed to make a war in Brittainy by my 
lieut. { made declaration thereof to you by my 
chancellor; but now that 1 mean to make a 
war upon France in person, I will declare it to 
you myself. ‘That war was to dctend another 
man’s right, but this is to recover our own ; 
aud that ended by accident, but we hope this 
shall end in victory. The French king troubles 
the christian world. That which he hath is 
not his own, and yet he sceketh more. He 
hath invested himself of Brittany. He main- 
taineth the rebels in Flanders, and he threat- 
neth Italy. For ourselves, he hath proceeded 
from dissimulation to nevlect, and from nes- 
lect to contumely. He hath assailed our con- 
federates ; he denieth our tribute. In a word, 
he seeks war ; so did not his father, but sought 
peace at our hands; and so bb will he, 
when good council or time shall make him sce 
as much as his father did.—Meanwhile, let us 
inake his ambition our advantage; and let us 
not stand upon a few crowns of tribute or ac- 
knowledgement, but (by the favour of Almighty 
God) try our right for the crown of France it- 
self; remembering that there hath been a 
French king prisoner in England, and a king 
of England crowned in France. Our confede- 
tates are not diminished. Burgundy 1s in a 
mightier hand than ever, and never more pro- 
voked. SBrittainy cannot help us, but it may 
hurt them. New acquests are more burthen 
than streugth. The malecontents of his own 
kingdom have not been base, popular, nor ti- 
tulary impostors, but of an pikes nature. The 


will stay. 
Tramontanes in Italy. 


let me have your advice and aid. 


king of Spain (doubt ye not) will join with us, 


not knowing where the French king’s ambition 
Our holy father the Pope hkes no 
But howsoever it be, 
this riatter of confederates is rather to be: 
thought of than reckoned on. For, God fur- 
bid, but England should be able to get reason 
of France, without a second.—At the battles 


of Cressy, Poictiers, Agencourt, we were of 


ourselves. France hath much people, and few 


soldiers. They have not stable bands of foot. 
Some good horse they have, but those are 


forces which are least fit for a defensive war, 
where the actions are in the assailants choice. 
Tt was our discords only that lost France ; and 


(by the power of Gud) it is the guod peace 
which we now enjoy, that will recover it. God 


hath ‘hitherto blessed my sword. I have in 
this time that I have reigned, weeded out my 
bad subjects aud tried nry good. My peuple 
and [ know one another, which breeds couf- 
deuce. And itthere should be any bad blood 
left in the kingdom, an honourable foreign war 
will vent it, or purify it. In this great business, 
If any of 
you were to make his son knight, you might 
have aid of your tenants by law. This cuon- 
cerns the knighthood and spurs of the king- 
dom, whereot I am father; and bound no& 
only to seek to maintam it, but to advance it. 
But tor matter of treasure, let it not be taken 
from the poorer sort; but from those, to whom 
the beneht of the war may redound. France 
is no wilderness; and I, that protess good hus- 
bandry, hope to make the war, after the be- 
ginnings, to pay itself. Go together in God’s 
nae, and lose no time; for [ have called this 
parl. wholly for this cause.” 
War with France—a Benevolence granted. 

Lord Bacon observes, ‘That the parl. took 
fire immediately at this speech, being ever af- 
fectionate to a War with France: but, at this 
ime the more so, in order to repair the disho- 
nour they thought the king Fadl sustained by 
the loss of Bntany.—Theretore they advised 
the king, with great alacrity, to undertake the 
war of France. And although the parl. con- 
sisted of the first and second nobility, together 
with the principal citizens and townsmen, yet. 
worthily and justly respecting more the people, 
whose deputies they were, than their own pri- 
vate persons; and finding by the Id. chancel- 
lor’s specch the king’s inclination that way, 
they consented that commissioners should go 
forth, tor the gathering and levying ot a Bene- 
volence, from the more able sort. This tax, 
called Benevolence, was devised by Edw. IV. 
for which ‘he sustained much envy. It was 
abolished by Rd. III. by act of parl. to ingra- 
tiate himself with the people; and it was now 
revived by this king, but with consent of parl. 
for so it was not in the time uf Edw. IV. But 
by this way he raised exceeding great sums 3 
insomuch asthe city of London, in those days, 
contributed 90001. and better, and that chiefly 
levied upon the wealthier sort—There is a 
tradition of a dilemma, that bp. Morton, the 


~ 


463] 


chancellor, used to raise up the Renevolence 
to higher rates; some called it his fork, and 
soine his crotch. For he had couched an ar- 
ticle in the instructions to the commissioners, 
who were to levy the Benevolence, that if 
they met with any that were sparing, they 
should tell them, that they inust needs have 
because they laid up; and if they were spend- 
ers, they must needs have because it was seen 
in their port, and manner of living. So neither 
kind came ainiss.—This parl. was merely a 
parl. of war; for it was in substance but a de- 
claration of war against France and Scotland, 
with some statutes conducing thereunto; as 
the severe punishing of Mortpays, and keep- 
ing back of soldiers wages by captains; the 
like severity for the depurture of soldiers with- 
out licence; strengthening of the common law 
in favour of protections, for those that were in 
the king’s service; and the setting the gate 
open and wide, for men to sell or mortyage 
their lands without tines for alienation, to tur- 
nish thernselves with moncy for the war; and 
lastly, the avoiding of all Scottish inen out of 
England. There was also a statute, for the 
dispersing of the standard of the exchequer, 
throughout England; thereby to size weights 
and measures; and two or three more of less 
importance.” 

A Peace concluded.} Great preparations 
were now made for the French war, and the 
king actually embarked with them at Sand- 


wich, Oct. the 6th, and the same day landed | 


at Culais, Afterwards Henry besieged Bou- 
logne, in form; but there he received such 
overtures of a peace from the French king, as 
were very acceptable to him; and moncy, the 
idol which Henry always worshipped, soon 
brought it toa conclusion. In short, the price 
of a peace was stated on one side, and agrecd 
to on the other; by which Henry filled his 
coliers, but it was by the emptying of a great 


many of the purses of the nobility and princi-_| 
pal persons in the army; who had many of 


them sold or engaged their estates upon the 
hopes of this war. ‘These stuck not to say, 
“That the king had made good what he had 
said in parliament; that after the-war was 
once begun, he doubted not but to makc it 
pay itselt. And be had Kept his promise ac- 
cordingly.” Henry received from the French 
king, in ready moncy, 745,000 ducats, which 
amounts to 186,501. Evglish; and a pension 
of tribute of 25,000 crowns yearly. 

‘Soon after the king’s return from France, ano- 
ther conspiracy broke out against him; which had 
like to have proved of worse consequence than 
any that hitherto happened. Margaret, dutchcess 
ot Burgundy, sister to Edw. IV. was a princess 
who watched all opportunities to disturb Hen- 
ry’s repose ; and had now spirited up one Per- 
kin Warbeck, a bold and comely youth, tu 

ersonate Richard duke of York, said to have 
teen murdered with his brother in the tower. 
To the noble historian, and the more general 
histones, we reier our readers tor the particu- 
Jars of Uns affir; which contiiued in agitation 
sume ycars before i was entuely setded. 
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A Parl. called.] Inthe midst of these com- 
motions, Henry thought fit to call another part. 
the writs of summons ‘bearing date at West- 
minster, Sept. 15th, 1497, for a parl. to meet 
at the same place on the 14th of Oct. follow- 
ing; which js ae a month's notice. 

adcts era ‘«« The pe law,” says 
Jord Bacon, “ that was made this parl. was a 
law of a strange nature; rather just than legal, 
and more maznanimous than provident. This 
law did ordain, That no person that did assist 
in arms, or otherwise, the king for the ume 
being, should afterward be impeached there- 
fore, or attainted; either by the course of the 
law, or by act of parl.: but if any such act of 
attainder did happen to be made, it should be 
voi, and of none effect ; fur that 1t was agree- 
able to reason of estate, that the subject should 
not enquire of the justness of the king’s ude, 
or quarrel; and it was agreeable to good con- 
science, that, whatsoever the fortune of the 
war were, the subject should not suffer tor 
his obedience. The spirit of this law was 
wonderfully pious and noble; being like in 
matter of war unto the spirit of David in mat- 
ter of plagie, who said, ‘If I have sinned, 
strike me; but what have these sheep done ” 
Neither wanted this law parts of prudent and 
decp foresight: for it did the better take away 
occasion for the people to busy themselves, to 
pry into the kiny’s tle; for that howsoever it 
fell, their safety was already provided fur.— 
‘There was also made a shoaring or underprop- 
ing act for the Benevolence; to make the 
sums which any person had agreed to pay, and 
nevertheless were not brought in, to be levi- 
able by a course of law. Which act did not 
ouly bring in the arrears, but did indeed coun- 
tenance the whole business, and was pretend- 
ed to be made at the desire of those, that had 
been forward to pay.—In this parl. also was 
made that good law, which gave the attaint 
upon a false verdict between party and party, 
which before was a kind of evangile, irreme- 
diable.—There was another law made against 
a branch of ingratitude in women, who having 
heen advanced by their husbands, or their 
husbands’ ancestors, should alien, and thereby 
scek to defeat the heirs, or those in remainder, 
of the lands, whereunto they had been so ad- 
vanced. The remedy was, by giving power to 
the next, to enter for a forfeiture-—There was 
also enacted that charitable law, for the ad- 
mission of poor suitors in forma pauperis, 
without fee to counsellor, attorney, or clerk.” 

A Parl. calied.| ‘Though in the acts of this 
parl. there is no mention made of the oppe” 
sition then on foot; yet it is certain that 
Henry was not without his g Uphancaeie 
The impostor, Perkin Warbec, had prevailed, 
upon the king of Scots to espouse his quarrel ; 
who actually invaded England the next year; 
and Henry found himself obliged, at last, to 
lay the affair before a parl. which was sum 
moned to meet at Westminster, on the 16th of 
Jan. 1443. Lord Bacon says, ‘* that in a 
speech from the thrunc, he did much exagge- 


‘ 


é 


465] PARL, HISTORY, 12 Henry VII. 1198.—Subsidy granted.—Acts passed. | [466 


rate both the malice and the cruel predatory 
war lately made by the king of Scotland; 
‘that this kmg being in amity with hin, and 
nv wavs provoked, should so burn in hatred 
towards bim, as to drink of the lees and dregs 
of Perkin's intoxication, who was eyery where 
else detected and discarded. And that when 
he perceived it was out of his reach tu do the 
king anv hurt, he had turned his arms upon 
imarined and unprovided people, to spoil only 
and depopulate, contrary to the laws both of 
war and peace : concluding, that he could nei- 
ther with honour, nor with the “satety of his 
people, to whom he did owe protection, let 
pass these wrongs unrevenged” ‘The park, un- 
derstuod hin well, and wave him a subsidy, 
limited to the sum of 10,0001. besides two 
Ith. For his wars were always to him asa 
mine of treasure, of a strange kind of ore, irbn 
at the top, and gold and silver at the bottom.—— 
Atthis parl, there were no laws made to be 
remembered. Oniv there passed a law, at the 
suitof the merchant-adventurers of Jngland, 
aminst the merchant-udventurers of London, 
fur monopolizing and exacting upon the trade ; 
which it seemeth they did, a little to save 
themselves, atter the hard time they had sus- 
tained by want of trade, But those iunova- 
uns were taken away by parliament.” 

A Subsidy granted.] ‘The Subsidy granted 
this parl. accoiding to Fabian, was two 1oths 
and a half, two aides and two 15ths, in order 
tu raise the sum of 120,0001. for the Scotch 
war, “Phe king borrowed also of the city of 
London 4000].; but Hall aud Hollingshead 
both say, that though this Subsidy, now yrant- 
ed, was not great, yet the common people 
gradyed much to puy it; always hating such 
taxes and exactions.—No sooner did this Sub- 
“dv beg to be levied in Cornwall, than the 
Comish men rose in an actual rebellion against 
It; under the Jeading of one Flammock, a 
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lawyer, and one Michael Joseph, a blackstuith. 


These captains marched their tollowers towards 
Keut; and at Welles were joined by James 
Youchet, lord Audley, who, tu the great joy of 
the Insurgents, accepted of the sole, command 
over them, From Welles they marched to 
Blackbeath, where the king’s torces met and 
deteated tiem without much trouble ; the lord 
Audley and the other leaders were taken pri- 
smers, aud saun after execu.ed.—Not long 
etter the conclusion of the Jast- parl. Perkin 
Warbeec’s affairs came to a crisis; and atter 
many strugvles to subvert the present gove. he 
Was taken at fast, and committed prisoner tu 
‘the tuwer; trom whence, not long atter, he 
was drawn to Tyburn, and there executed. 

A Parl. called.) Itwas not ull 7 ycars after 
the last, that Heénry thought fit to summon 
another parl. The summons to this park. is 
hut on record 5 but our Statute Books inform 
us, that it inet on the 16th of Jan. 1505.—The 
kine’s pretence in assembling this parl. was the 
necessity of reviving certain statutes and muk- 
inv sume new ones. But the real motive was 


i dowry, just then married to the king of Scots, 
“ ‘Yhe custom of demanding money on such 
occasions,” says Rapin, “ was too advantuyeous 


tu this hing to sulter it to be abolished. ‘he 
new quccn’s poruon was but 30,000 nobles ¢ - 
but, the subsidy granted may be well thought 
more considerable, besides a fuandsuine pre- 
seut made bv the clergy on the same account. 
So that instead of emptying his coffers, by the 
marriave of his daughter, be fled thei the 
tuller for it—Fabian, whose chronicle ends in 
the last vear of Uns king, informs us, that it 
was not a subsidy, but only an aid of 36,0001. 
that was granted; though he dves not tell us 
whether it was on the marriage of the princess 
or nok, 

‘lets passed.| Lord Bacon begins his ac- 
count of the proceedings in this parl. with 
observing, * ‘That a man may easily guess haw 
absolute the king took himself to be wath 
his parliament, when his creature Dudley, 
that was so odious to the public, was made 
Speaker of the house of commons.” fle tells 
us, “ that there were not any memorable sta- 
tutes made in it, relating tu public wovt.; and 
those that were passed, had still a stamp of the 
King’s wisduin and policy; that is, of his cratt 
and avarice. ‘The noble historian has given ug 
so full a view of this king’s unjust exactions, 
drawn up ina very few words, at the eud of his 
account of the acts made in this pari. that it 
cannot be unacceptable to our readers. 

“ There was «a statute made tor the dis- 
annulling of all Patents of Lease or Grant, to 
such as came not upon lawful summons to 
serve the king in his wars, against his enemies 
or rebels, or that should depart without the 
king’s licence; with an exception of certain 
persons of the long robe. . Providing neverthe- 
Jess, that they should have the kiny’s wages, 
trom their house, all their return home again. 
— Another statute was. made, prohibiting the 
bringing in of Manufactures of Silk wrought 
by itself, or mixed with any other thread. But 
it was not of Stuffs of whole piece (for that the 
realm had of them no manufacture in use at 
that time) but of kit silk, or texture of silk ; 
ag ribbands, laces, cawls, points, and girdles, 
&e. which the people of England could then 
well skill to make. This law pointed at a true 
principle; that where foreign materials are but 
superfluities, foreign manufactures should be 
protibited. For that will either banish the 
supertluity or gain the manutacture.—There 
was a law also of Resumption of Patents of 
Goals, and the re-annexing of them to the 
sherittwicks; priviledzed officers bemg no less 
an interruption of justice, than priviledged: 
places.—A law was made to restrain the Bye- 
Laws or Ordinances of Corporations, which 
many times were against the prerogative of the 
king, the commnon law of the realm, and the 
liberty of the subject, being fraternities in evil. 
Tt was therefore provided, that they should not 
be put in execution without the allowance of 
the chancellor, treasurer, and the tio chief 


to de:nand a Subsidy tor his eldest daughter’s | justices, or three of thein, or of the two justices 


Vor... 
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of circuit where the corporation was.—Another 
law was, in ettect, to bring in the Silver of the 
realm to the Mint, in making all chpped, di- 
Muinished, or impaired coins of silver, nut to be 
current in payments; without giving any re- 
medy of weight, but with an exception only of 
@ reasonable wearing, which was as nothing in 
Fespect of the uncertainty; and so, upow the 
matter, to set the mint on work, and to give 
way to new coins of silver, which should be 
then minted.—There was likewise a long sta- 
tute against Vagabonds, wherein two things may 
be noted ; the one the dislike the parl. had of 
gouling of thein, as that which was chargeable, 
pesteruus, and of no open cxample. The other, 
that in the statutes of this king's time, for this 
of the 19th year 6 not the only statute of that 
kind, there are ever coupled, the punishment 
of vagabonds, and the forbidding ef dice and 
¢ards, and unlawful games, unto servants and 
inean people, and the putting down and su 
pressing of ale-houses, 2s strings of une root to- 
gether, and as if the one were unprofitable 
without the other.—As for Riot and Retainers, 
there passed scarce any parl. in this time with- 
outa le against then, the king ever having 
an eye tu might and multitude.” 
_ al Substdy and a Benevolence.) “ There was 
granted also in this park, a Subsidy, beth for 
the temporality and the clergy. And yet ne- 
vertheless, cre the year expired, there went 
out commissions for a general Benevolence; 
though there were no wars, no fearss Fhe 
swne year the city gave 5000 marks, for con- 
firmation of their hbertics; a thing ({itter for 
the beginnings of kings’ reigns than the Intter 
ends. Neither was it a small matter, chat the 
iMiut gained upon the late statute, by the re- 
cuinage of groats and half groats, now twelve- 
aa atid siapences. As for Empson and 
Dudley’s mills, they did grind more than ever. 
So that it was a strange thing, to see what 
golden showers poured down upon the king's 
treasury at once.. The last payments of the 
Marriage Money from Spam; the Subsidy; 
the Benevolence; the Recoinaze; the Re- 
demption of the City’s liberties; the Casual- 
ties. And this is the more to be murvelled mt, 
because the king had then no occasions at all 
of wars or troubles. He had now but one son 
and one daughter unbestowed. He was wise; 
he was of an high mind: he needcd not to 
make riches his glory. Ie did excel in so 
many things else; save that certainly avarice 
doth ever tind in itself matter of ainbition. 
Belike he thought to leave his son such a king- 
dom, and such a masé of treastire, as he might 
choose his greatness where he would.” 

__ This was the la-t parl. called in the reign of 
Henry VII. who lived not three vears after the 
dissolution of it. He died at Richmond, in 
Surrey, April 22, 1509, in the 52nd year of his 
_ age, aad. the 25rd of his reign. 


_ Tuxcs in the Reign‘of Henry VIr.- 


In his 3rd year a large supply was granted 
bun for a war with France; but the value of it 
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uncertain.—In his 7th year a Benevolence was 
granted by parl. for the same purpose.—In his 
1ith year the remaining arrears thereof were 
collected to the full_—The next year he had a 
substdy of 120,00uUl. besides two 15ths. In his 
19th year he had an aid of 36,0001. for the 
dowry of Ins eldest re asa then married to 
the king of Scots. And, in the same year, a 
subsidy in parl. both from the temporality and 
clergy; nevertheless he issued out commissions 
for raising a general Benevolenee. 
Price of Provisions in the Reign of Henry VII. 
In 1485, wheat sold at 3s. per bu. and bay salt 
the same price; hay, 5s. per load.—In 1489, oats 
at 2s, per qr.—In 1491, wheat 14s. 8d. per qr. 
—In 1494, oats at 25. and beans 3s. 4d. per 
qr.—In 1491, wheat sold for only 4s. per qr. 
and the next year only Ss. 4d. But in 1497, 
It rose to 20s.—In 1498, hay sold trom 8s. 2d. 
to 10s. and 12s. per load-—The next year, 
wheat sold for 1). 4s. per qr-; and in 1504, for 
ds. 8d. per bushel.—The next year, a load of 
hay sold for Gs. and oats 3s. per qr.—In 1506, 
Oats 2s. aud beans Ss. 8d. per qr. Next year 
ubeut the same price.—And, in 1508, oats 
suld tur 1s. 10d. per quarter. 


Acts passed in the Reign of Henry VIT. 


Publie Acts.) 1 Wen. VIT.—1. An act de- 
claying in what cases a formedon in descender 
or reinainder is maiitamable against the per- 
nors of the profits. 2. Strangers made deni- 
zens shall pay such customs as alicns do. 
3. No preteetions shall be allowed by any 
court at Calais. 4, That priests and clerks 
shall be punished for ineontinency by their 
ordinaries. 5. Ayuinst tanners, cordwainers, 
and curricrs. 6. A pardon for them who 
ussisted the king in his wars against Rich. late 
duke of Gloucester. 7. For punishment otf 
offenders iw hunting by mght or disguised. 
8. No Gascoigne or Gaus wines shull be 
brought into the king’s dominions, but by 
English, Welsh, or Irish mariners, and ships. 
9, For revising for 20 years the statute of 
22 E. 4, c. 3, restraming the bringing in of 
wrousht laces, &c. 10. For the alteration ot 
kwg Rich. the 3d’s aet touching Italians. 

Private Acts.} 14 Hen. ViIl—1. An act 
concerning the annexing the duchy of Lan- 
caster, and Cornwall, & al’. 2. For the re- 
stitution of divers persons in the tame of Rich. 
the sd attainted. 3. Of conviction and. at- 
tainder of John late duke of Norfolk, ‘Thomas 
earl ot Surrey, Francis visc. Lovell, Walter 
Devereux kunt. late lord Ferrers, John lord 
Zouche, and divers others. 4. For the duke 
of Bedford, and others. 5. For Henry lord 
Clifford. 6. For Wm. visc. Beaumont. 7. For 
Jobn earl of Oxtord, and others. 8. For Jane 
May, and others. 9. For the duke of Bed- 
ford. 10. For the duchess of Bedford. 11. 
For the countess of Richmond. 12. For Edw. 
son and heir of Henry duke of Buckingham. 
13, For John lord Wells. 14. Articudus Ju- 
ratus in Purliamento. 15, The restitution of 


Henry the 6th, the duke of Bedfurd, the duke 
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of Somerset, and others. 16. The restitution 
of queen Eliz. late wife of Edw. the 4th. 17. 
Adnullutio actus, &c. 18. For confirming all 
letters patents made by the king, of the lands 
of persons attainted. 19. For ANen Catterall. 
20. For Henry Kirkby, son of Rich. Kirkby. 
21. For Wm. Brandon, kunt. 22. For James 
Stanley, clerk. 23. For Edmond Clere, and 
Eliz, his wite. 24. Fer Roger Thorpe. 25. 
Yor the restitution of Tho. Ormonde, kunt. 
26. For Hugh Lotterell. 27. For Wm. Kne- 
vett. 28. For the earl of Devon. 29. For 
the king’s household. 30. For the king’s great 
wardrobe. 31. For Nicholas Vanx, son aud 
heir of sir Wm. Vaux. 32. For the lord Hun- 
gerford. 33. For Johanne Fowler, widow. 
34. For Tho. Delatlaunde. 35. For Anne 
Pympe. 36. For Tho. Mille. 37. For Edin. 
Roos, son of Tho. lord Rous. 88. For Mar- 
garet countess of Richmond, the king's mother, 
and fur Tho. ear of Derby, her husband. 
39. For Lawrence Hill. 40. For John Weston, 
prior of the hospital of st. John of Jerusalem 
m England. 41. For Rob. Carey. 42. For 
restituwon of Tho. Gray, knt. late marq. Dorset. 
43. For str Wm. Stanlev, knt. 44. For sir 
John Verney, knt. and Margaret his wite. 
45. Of restitution for John Tresham. 46. For 
the heirs of sir Geo. Browne, knt. 47. For 
eir John Seyntloo, knt. 48. For Wm. Troute- 
beck. 49. Of restitution for Roger Belling- 
ham. 50. For Blanche Neville to enjoy cer- 
tain lands, notwithstanding a recevery. 51. 


Auother the like act for Margery Beckett, John | 19. Against Tho. Pencston and others. 


Blackborne, and his wife. 52. For Rob. Wit 
loughby, knt. and Fliz, his wife, and others. 
33. Of restitution for Wm. Danyell. 
restitution for John Calcott. 53. That Edw. 
Ellesmere may enjoy certain lands, notwith- 
standing his release. 56. Of restitation for 
John Beamount. 57. Of restitution for Tho. 
Agard and his wife, 58. Anather act for John 
Beamount. 59. For Rd. Passelech, and Jo- 
hane his wife. 60. For the inhabitants of the 
isle of Tenett, to build a bridge at a place 
called the Starre Ferry. 61, For John Footer, 
esq. 62. For the mayor, bailiffs, and citizens 
ot the city of Winchester. 63, For John 
Zenche. 64. Of resumption of lands, tene- 
iments, and other things. 

Public Acts.} 3 Hen. VI.—1. Concerning 
the authority of the court of star-chamber. 
2. The taking away of maidens, widows, or 
wives, against their wills, made felony. 3. For 
taking bail of persons arrested in certain cases. 
4. All deeds of gifts to defraud creditors shall 
be void. 5. All bargains by the name of new 


chevisance, or dry exchange, shall be extir-| disorders, and maintain the laws. 1% 
6. All uniawful chevisanecs and usury | shall be admitted to have the benefit of clergy. 


pate. 
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cloth shall be transported, before it be barbed, 


rowed, and shorn. 12, The king’s oticers 
shall not be retained by hiveries, &c. with 
others. 3, For the price of jong bows. 14. 
Conspiracy to destroy the king, or any lord, 
or divers officers of the king’s house, shall be 
felony. 

Private Acts.) 3 Wen. VIT.—1. An act for 
the contirmation of letters patents made to the 
queen, 2. That the queen may suc in her own 
name, and for confirmation of letters patents 
made to Margaret countess of Richmond. 3. 
For George Vere, knit. ard Maryaret his wite,/ 
4. For a gaol to be kept at Lewes tor the shire 
of Sussex. 5. For the abbot and covent of 
Malmesbury, 6. For the custody of the hinds 
and tenements of visc. Bearsount, 7. For the 
prior of the monastery of st. Mary Magdalene 
1a Monckbretton. 8. For the mayor and citi- 
zens of the citv of York. 9. For the. mayor, 
shrerifts, bailiffs, and commonalty of the town 
of Bristol, for paving of the streets there, 
10. For Anne countess of Ware. 12. For 
Tho. Pulter, 12. For Roger Wake. 13. For 
the town and castle of Berwick. 14. For the 
town and castle of Catats, and for continuance 
of the staple there. 15. For the attainder of 
John earl of Lincoln, sir Tho. Broughton, and 
divers others. 16. For two fitteenths and tenths 
to be granted to the king. 17. To enable te 
offees in trust to sue for the benefit of the 
feotfers, although they be outlawed. 18. For 
the attainder of John Spyhell and others. 
20. 
Of resumption of the oflices or places of re- 
celvers, auditors, customers, collectors of cus- 


54. Of | toms, subsidies, comptrollers, searchers, sur- 


veyors, and places of other officers, accompt- 
ants tu the king, 

Public Acts.) 4 Hen, VIE—1. An act for 
the caamissioners of sewers, 2. For the or- 
dering of finers of gold and silver, 3, Con- 
cernumg butchers, 4. Touching protections for 

assers into Britain in the king’s service. 5. 
Kor the adnulling letters patents made to anv 
spiritual person, to be discharged from pay 
ment or collection of dismes. 6. For the ad- 
nulling of letters patents of any ofhce in the 
forest of Ineléwood in Cumberland. 7. Pa- 
tents made to certain officers about the king, 
shall be in farce na fonger than they give their 
attendance. 8. Vor the prices of cloth sold 
bv retail, 9. For the prices of hats and bon- 
nets. 10. Wine and Thoulouse woad shall be 
brought in this realm in English slips only. 
11. Concerning the buying of wools, 12. All 


justices shall execute their commissions, redress 


13. Who 


shall be extirpate. 7. Concerning the due or-| £4. Writings of any parcel of the earldom of 
dering and recovering of customs. 8. Mer-: Marche, shall be sealed with the great seal. 
chants aliens shall employ the money by them | 15. Authorizing the mavor of London to be 
received, upon the merchandizes of the realin.' conservator in all breaehes and overiloy. ings 
9. Freemen of London may carry their wares of the river of Thames, as well as within the 
to any fairs or markets. 10. Damages shall’ same river. 16. Prolubiting the taking of 
be given to the plaintiff, where the defendant’ more farms than one in the Isle of Wight. 
oweth a wait af crror before execution, 11, No: 17, ‘The heir of Cestuy que use, holding junda 
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cerning trials im London. 


_mastcry of st. Andrew in Northampton. 
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by knight service, shail be in ward. 18, Against 
forging and counterteiting of gold and silver 
forenn coins, 19. For maintaining houses of 
husbandry. 20. The prosecution of actions 
popular by collusion shall be no bar to those 
which shall prosecute in good faith, 21. For 
the preservation of the breed and fry of fish in 


‘the haven of Ortord in the county of Suffoll:. 


2. Youching broiderers, and Venice gold. 
23. Against the carrying of gold and silver over 
the sea. » 24. How often a fine levied betore 
the justices of the common pleus shall be 
proclaimed and read, and who shall be bound 
thereby. 

Private oe 4 Hen. VIT.—1. An act of 
restitution for Thomas carl of Surrey. 2. For 
the earl of Nottingham. 38. Lor the restitu- 
tion of Hen. Keamonde. 4. For Rach, Nantan., 
5. Of restitution fer Rich. Revell. 6, For Wm. 
Parsons, James Leigh, and others. 7. Of re- 
siitution Jor the lord Ferrers. &. Of restitution 
for ‘Tho. Lacy and his wife. 9. For Oliver 
st. John, esq. 10. For Fllen Wolt and Allen 
Holt. 11. Yor Wm. Stanley, knot. 12. For 
the transmutation and passing of lands without 
fine, by such persons as pass, over the seas in 
the kinw’s voyage, 13. For a subsidy to he 
granted to the king. 14. Of restitution of 
John lord Zouche. 15. Of restitution of Rob. 
Percy. 16. Of restitution of Ten. Spencer. 
17. For the earl of Surrey. 18. For George 
earl of Shrewsbury. 19. For Tho. Ferrvs, esq. 
and Anne his wie. 20. For the college of All 
Souls in Oxford. 
the town of Southwolde, 22. For the imha- 
bitants of the town of Northampton. 23. lor 
the inhabitants of the town of Leicester. 24. 
For the expences of the king’s honsehold. 
25, For the restitution of Anne and Eliz. 
Brakenbury. 26. For the covent of the mo- 
27. 
Fer sir Fdmond Gorges, knt. 28. For the 
provost and scholars of the king's college in 


Cambridge and Eaton. 29. Of attainder of 


_the abbot of Abington, Jobn Mayne, and 


others. 30. For a 10th and 15th to be granted 
to the king. | 

Pabhe Acts.| 7 Yen, VIE—1. Against the 
abuses of captains and soldiers in the wars. 
2. Yor the protection of soldiers in the king's 
wars, 
such soldiers as shail aa to the king's wars. 
4. Concerning weiglits and measures. 5. Con- 
6. Letters patents 
of discharge from payment of dismes aud 
guinzismes, shall extend no further than they 
did in the time of king Edw. the 4th. 7. 
That all Scots depart the land within 40 days 
after proclamation. 8. For the contents of a 
butt of malmesey, and tor the price and cus- 
tom thereof. 


t 3 


21. For the inhabitants of 


3. Another act for the privileges of 
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shire but the same shire. 4. For two 15ths 
and 10ths granted to the king. 5. For the 
confirmation of a feotiment made by the king, 
G. For coniirmation of letters patents made to 
the queen, 7. To make the sum of 5 marks, 
pavable by the abbey and covent of Barking, 
to be parcel of the manor of Havering. 8. 
For the countess of Richmond and Derby. 
9, For the carl of Surrey. 10. For visc, Wells 
and his wife. 11. Tor ‘Thomas lord de la 
Warre. 12. For the prior of Canterbury. 
13. Vor sir Tho, Lovell, knt. 14. For Hugh 
Johnson and Johane his wite. 15. Of -at- 
tainder of John Haves, 16. Of attainder of 
Rob. Chinnberisine, kar. and Rd. White. 
Public Acts.) 11 Wen. Vil.—1. None gong 
to battle with the king shall be atramted or 
make any forleimee, 2. For punishinent of 
vagabonds and beesars, and touching ale- 
houses, 3. For the authority of justices of 
assise and of the peace. 4. The names of-the 
towns limited tor the keeping of weights and 
measures. 5. For pulling down wears in the 
haven of Southampton, between Calshord and 
Redbridge. 6. For pueking, and paving the 
custums of woollen cloths, 7. For punish- 
ment of riots and unluvtul assemblies,  8.-For 
the pnnishment of usurers. 9. All the lands 
within north and south Tindal shall be pareel 
of the county of Northumberland. 10, For 
levying of the arrearazes ofthe benevolence 
eranted to the king. 11. Touching the taking 
apprentices in Norwich, and concerning ordi- 
nances to he made by the company of worsted- 
shearers. 12. Writs shall be given, and coun- 
sel assigned, to poor people, to speed them in 
their suits. 13. No horses nor mares above 
the price of 6s, Sd. shell be conveyed out ot 
the realm without licence. 14. Strangers nade 
denizens shall pay custom as strangers. 19. 
Against the misdemeanour of sherifis and their 
otticers, in their countyscourts. 16. For keep- 
ing of the watch in Calais. 47. Against de- 
stroving pheasants and partridees, 18, ‘Those 
who refuse to go with the king to his wars, 
shall lose their fees and annuities. 19. Aguimst 
unlawful and deceittul stung and making ot 
feather-heds. 20. What estates or alicnatiots 
made by the wile, of the lands of her deceased 
husband, shall be void. 2t. For the suther 
ency of jurors in attaints in London. 22. For 
the wages of servants in husbandry, and of 
artificers and Inhourers. 25. For the true 
vanging and packing of salmon, eels, and 
herrings. 24. For the pumshment of perury, 
and the manner of proceeding in attaints, 29. 
For the pumshment of perjury, champerty, 
maintenance and embracery, by the disere- 
tion of the chance, trens. chief justices, and 
clerk of the rolls, 26. Vouching the holding 
of the sheriffs turns im the countics of Soutl- 
07, To avoul 


tles, manors, lands, and tenements, which 
were formerly given by king Edw. the 3d, and 
king Rich, the 2d, to Edmond de Langley, 
duke of York. 3. Of restitution for Gervase 
Hiorme. ++. ‘Vhat all grants made of the manor 
of Woodstuck be void. 5, Four the queen's 
jinture, ~=6. For the making void of divers 
leases and offices within the principality of 
Wales, duchy of Cornwall, and earldom of 
Chester. 7. For the assuring of ceriain lands 
to the prince of Wales, &c. 8. For the as- 
suring certain lands to the duke of York. 9, 
For the prince of Wales. 10. For the duchess 
of Bedford, 11. Of confirmation of a tyuil- 
ment made by Thomas marquis Dorset, and 
lus wife to divers feottces to several uses, 12. 
For the carl of Oxtord. 13. For the earl of 
Suffolk, 44. For the earl of Surrey.” 15. 
Another act made for confirmation of a feor- 
ment made by the said earl of Surrey. 16. 
For the earl of Devon.* 17. For the carl of 
Kildare. 18. For the prior of Kiluwaynan in 
Ircland. 19. For the cutody and govt. of 
visc, Beaumont and his estate. 20. For Edw. 
lurd Dudley. 24. For John Iurd Zouche and 
Seymour, 22. Several provisoes for the in- 
demnity of the lord Daubney,. and others. 
03, For sir Rich. Guildetord, that all his lands 
in the county of Kent shall not be ofthe na- 
ture of gavelkind, but descendable to the heir 
at the common law, as in other countrics. 
2%. For sir Wm. Berkley, knt. 25. For John 
Shaa, 26. For the dean of st. Paul's, 27. For 
Tho. Middleton. 28. For Geo. Cateshy. 29, 
For Simon Digby. 80. For sir Ru. Rateclitie. 
31. For Clement Skelton. 32. For the heirs 
of Wm, Wayansiord. 33. For John Slingesby 
the elder. 3+. For Hugh Mayne. $5. Vor 
the safe keeping of the towns and castles of 
Berwick and Carliol. 36. For the expences 
ot the king's house. 37. For the attainder of 
Frauicis visc. Lovell. 
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38. For the attainder of 
sir Wm. Stanley, sir Simon Mouuttord, and 
vthers. $9. Concerning the peace betweea 
the king of Fugland and the king of France. 
Public Acts.) 12 Hen, VIL—1. Touching 
the taking of apprentices in the county of 
Nortolk, and the making of worsteds. saves 
and stumins. 2. Fur the continuauce of cer- 
fain acts made if the last parl. 5. Repeal of 
a statute made the last park tor Jabourers 
wages. 4. No torteiture given by the statute 
1. 3, ©. 8, shall be taken -betore the next 
parl, 5. For weizhis and measures. 6. Mer- 
chants of England may carry them iwerchan- 
dizes to the marts, without payment of any 
fine to the merchants adventurers of London, 
but only 10 marks. 7. To take away the be- 
nefit ot clergy trom servants which wailrully 
taurder their lords, masters, or sovercigns. 
Private Acts] 12 Hen. VIl—1. An act 
for-contirmation of a teofiment made by the 
king, and to give bin power to dispose of 
certain lands by will) 2. Vor the assurance of 
the queen’s jointure, 3. For the carl of Surrey, 
4. For Gay Sapcott. 5. A proviso for Win, 
Stalurd, 6. Certain articles against Tho. Yot- 
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ton, 7. For 15ths and 1oths. For a sub- 
sidy to be granted to the hing, and tor dis- 
charge of some persons from paiuent thereok 

Public Acts.| 19 Hea, VUL—1. bor at- 
tendance upon the king im his wars. 2. ‘Lo 
defer the paying of Custom for Lowestaves, 
S. For the continuanee of a statute made 
117, ¢. 04, 4. For using of long bows, 
and against shooting ia cross bows. oo. Whit 
coin shall be eurrent within the rent, and 
prohibiting money orbulliica to he carricd ito 
lreland. G6. Coucerning pewterers and bra- 
vicrs. 7. For the validity of ordtaauces mide 
by bodies incorporate. 8. Awardee the taking 
of SCUVALC I} Cities wad borougis, Loudou eve 
cepted, 9. For process a achons dyon the 
ease. 10. Por the sarc keeqang of caods, and 
tu preveut escapes of prisoners. il. Against 
the keeping of deer-bass, and back-stales. 12. 
For prmistinent or vacabonds, aad tor ordre 
lug of alchouses. 18. Por puntchmedt of riots 
ané@ untiawtid assemblies, Ti. bur punishment 
of unlawful retainers, and piving of iiverics, 
15. ‘Phe lands of Cestae gre coe shail be putin 
exeantion for his debt, sod shail satiety to the 
chief lord his relief and berivt, ind (ne being 
a bond-miny they may be seiscd by his oid, 
16. To continue the statute made 11 iH. 7, 
c. 26, for the holding of sherals turns in hee 
countics of Southampton, surrey, and Sussex. 
17. For confirmadon of so umeh of the statute 
made 1111.7, ¢. 14, as concerueta the taking 
of apprentices in Norwich; and tov the repeal 
of so onwich of the stame act, as eoncermeth 
worsted-shearers. 16. Por free passage upon 
the river Severn. 10. Touching curners aud 
cordwamers, 20. For contimation of a sta- 
thie made STL 7, ¢. 19, touching damitees to 
he given to the plaintuk where the darendant 
sucth oo owrittof error before exccution, 4. 
Concerning silkevomen, aad) prehabiing sath 
wires ready wrought to be brought ito this 
realm. , Repeal of an act not. printed, 
made IE 7, touching factors and aitornies 
in Calais. 28. Conusmation of the fberues 
granted to the merchants or the stllevard, 2a. 
For holding the shire court of the cgunty of 
Sussex at Chichester and Lewes. 

Prevate wher 19 Hen. 7.—-1. An act con- 
cerning a feottinent made by the king, of many 
lordships, Jands, and teuements, xc, belonging 
to the duchy of Lancasicr, 2. Lo make void 
divers letters patents formerly eranted to the 
duke ot York, after he came to be heir ap- 
purent to the king. 5. For the continuance 
of the staple at Calais. 4. To give the king 
power to restere Hinntrey Statiord, John Bavn- 
tou, and divers others, being formerly attiunt 
of trenson, 5. For the abbess and covent ot 
the monastery of st. Saviour of Sion, 6. An 
indentare between the king and the abbess 
and cavent of the monastery of our saviour 
and st. Bridget of Sion. 7. For contirmation 
of a parution of lands made between Win. 
marquis Barkley, aud ‘Tho. earl ot Surrey. 
% Vbat no actions, plaints, bills. or Writs, 
being comnmicoced aud depcuuiny in.the king's: 


o 
QY. 
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courts by persons not knighted, shall abate, if 
vhey be afterwards knighted. 9. For two aids 
granted to the king. 10. Of restitution tor the 
Jady Cecil, wife of the late visc. Wells, Wm. 
ford Watloughby, and others. 11. For the at- 
taider of James Touchett, knt. lord Audley, 
Edmond earl of Sutfolk, and divers sthers, 
confederate with Picrs Warbeck. 12. For tlre 
resutuuon of Rob, Brewce. 13. For sir Wm. 
Mearing. 14. For the restitution of Jn. Heron. 
15. For the restitution of Rich. Barklev. 16. 
Of restitution for Win. Barley. 17. Uf resti- 
tution for Jaines Harrington. 


— ooo 
Henry VIII. 


On the demise of Ifenry VIT. his only son, 
Henry, succecded to the throne, by the name 
ofilenry VUFE. ‘After the coronation, which 


was performed with great ceremony at West-. 


gunster, June 25, 1509, writs were issued out 


tur calling a parl. dated at the same place, 


(ct. 17, to mect on the 21st of Jan. folowing. 
‘The first writ to the peers being directed to 
his inost dear cousin, Edward duke of Buck- 


angham, &c. 
order. . 


The rest we subjein in their 


Pecrs summoned to this Parliament. 


Thos. Mara. of Dorect 
Henry carl of North- 
umbcrland ' 
Thomas e. of Arundel 
John earl of Oxford 
Thomas earl of Surrey 
Richard ean of Kent 
Hfenry earl of Essex 


Thomas carl of Derby’ 


Geo. ec. of ShreWwsbury 

Uenry lord Cliford 

George lord Nevile of 
Bergavenny 

George lord Hastings 

Thomas West lord 
Delawar 

nichard lord Lumley 

John Brooke lord 
Cobham 

Edward Sutton Jord 
Dudley 

Rd. Nevile ld. Latimor 

Wm. lord Willoughby 

Charles Somerset lord 
Herbert 


Thomas lerd Darcy 

William lord Conters 

Willam Blount lord 
Mountjoy 

Jobn lord Zouch 

John Rouchicr lord 

. Fitz-Warin 

Thomas Ormond lord 
Rochford 

Thomas Fennys ford 
Dacre 

Ralph Ogle lord Ozle 

John Bourghchiere !d. 
Berners 

Edmund Grey lord 
Wilton 

William lord Stourton 

Thomas lord Dacre 

Henry lord Scrqope 
ot Bolton 

Thomas Grey lord 
Ferrers of Groby 

Walter Devereux lord 
*errers 


George, ld. Fitz-Hugh. 


The like writs of summons were sept to the 


following judges, &c. 
Sir Robert Rede, knt. 
Robert Brudcnell 


William Grevile 
Lewis Pollard 


HumphreyConyngsby Richard Elyott 


Sir Joha Fisher, kat, 
Jqhn Butler 


John Ernley, the king’s 


attorney general 


On the day appointed, Jan. 21, 1510, the 


parl, met in the great chamber of the palace 
at Westminster, near the ‘roval chapel, or ora- 
tory; and the king sitting on his throne, Wm. 
Warham, abp. of Canterbury, lord hich chance. 


of England, by the king’s coumngnd, declared 
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the cause of the summons under this text, ‘de- 
um timete, regem honorificate.’ Pet. n, Which 
the prelate divided into two parts: to the first 
he said, “ that fear was essential in many pro- 
ceedings; and that it particularly requires kings 
and great men to fear God above all others; 
by the neglect of which, not only kings and 
their subjects, but even citics, comimonn ealths, 
and kingdoms, were atilicted, chastised, or al- 
most totally subverted. For this cause ouly, 
that the fear of God was not before their 
eves.” To. the 2nd part he argued, “ that 
kings ought to be honoured by their subjects; 
and that to honour the king is to choose 
judgment or understanding. In enlarging upon 
which, he shewed many sorts or kindy of judg- 
ment; concluding, that the abovesaid honour 
was the most powcrfal when the king’s sub- 
jects gore themselves well; and, when 
there was occasion, reformed themselves also, 
And, when the judges, acting by the royal au- 
thority, administer such jJudginent as ts botlr 
Just and right, humane and natural. Suying, 
how necessary good laws are for the mght 
govt. of any kingdom, ‘ quia leges sunt norma 
reipublice bene instituenda;” by an exact 
observation of which all republics must pros- 
per. He argued also that our forefathers were 
accounted wise, not so much trom many ex- 
cellent laws which they made and published, 
for the benefit of posterity; but fur a dtigent 
and indifferent observation of them. [fence 
Almighty God ought to be prayed to, that 
good and nounshiug laws might not only be 
enacted in this parliament, whieh he aptly 
termed the stomach: of the nation, but that 
they might be also uprightly executed. Upon 
justice, he said, that it chiefly and necessarily 
bchoved kings to govern their domiujons wKe- 
ly; and then introduced several other ofhecrs 
trusted with the affairs of the public. The 
judges, who nightly and duly administered jus- 
tice, he said, were the eyes of the comnon- 
wealth; the learned cxpositors of the laws he 
styled the tongucs of it. Others were the mes-. 
sengers of the govt. as the sheriffs and mayis- 
trates of citics and counties; the former of 
which, who did not execute their offices right- 
ly, he compared to Noah’s raven. The col- 
lectors of the taxes and customs he called the 
commonwealth’s spies, of which number few 
he said were found to be good. Others were 
the pillars of the govt. as juries of 12 men are. 
Lastly, says our authority, ‘ cum magno audi- 
entiuin plausu,’ he went upon the state of the 
whole kingdom, and urged that it was the real 
interest of cach separate body, sprritual, tem- 
poral, and commonalty, to unite in supporting 
the crown; that justice, which is the queen of 
virtues, may be auspicious in the nation; that 
both bp. and peer may join in reforming the 
errors of past times; in utterly abolishing all 
iniquitous laws; m moderating the rough und 
severe. ones; in enacting good and usetul sta- 
tutes; and, when madc, to see that they 
should be faithfully, honestly, and inviolably 
observed. Which, if this parl. will perform, 
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then he affirmed, that there was no one could 
doubt, but that Gud should be feared, the king 
honoured, and, for the future, the common- 
wealth served with good counsellors, every 
way useful to the king and kingdom.” 

A Speaker chosen.] After this discourse was 
ended, the chancellor, in the king’s name, di- 
rected the commons to meet and choose their 
Speaker. Accordingly, on the next day, they 
presented Tho. Ingletield, esq. as their Speak- 
er; whose excuse, for insufficiency, being not 
accepted, he was confimmed. At the same 
time it was unanimously agreed, bythe lords, 
to meet the next morning, and every day dur- 
ring the sitting of this parl. at 9 of the clock, 
in order to do business. ; 

Jan. 24, the lords again met, when 4 bills 
were presented and read. The first, as usual, 
ty confirm the liberties of holy church. The 
next, to prevent false returns in escheats to 
the crown. One for forteited patents granted 
for lite; and another for reforming excess in 
apparel, ‘The two first and the last were read 
twice on that day, and committed to the king's 
attorney and solicitur general tor their amend- 
ments. 

Proceedings against Empson and Dudley.| 
Tord Herbert tells us, “ That at this time it 
was thought fit fur many reasons, but espc- 
cially for contenting the commonality, which 
scemed to be wholly altered by the ngerous 
procecdings of Henry VII. to call a part. 
which began in Jan, following.” We adds, 
“that the principal persons designed to be 
struck at in at, were Empson and Dudley, two 
of the late king’s chief ministers; aud who 
were now not valy exposed to the revenge of 
all men, but had been publicly tried at Guild- 
hall, some time before, for high treason, found 

“guilty and condemned for it.” 

The reader may observe, that the lord chanc. 
glances strongly in his speech at the opening 
of this parliament, against such mniquitous prac- 
tices, of which these men had been tound 
guilty. And the principal scope of the mem- 
bers of both houses seemed to bave reference 

to this business alone; especially the lower 

liouse were so warm in it, that the king thought 
proper, adds the historiun above quoted, to 
restrain his own authority, in sume sort, in 
order to enlarge the peuple’s confidence and 

«ection to him.—tThe first stroke that we find 

in the Journal-Book, made at these oppressors, 

isin a bill brought from the commons, and 
read in the upper house, for removing and abo- 
lishing both the names and offices of all Pro- 
moters and Commissaries for ever. To which 
the lords agrecd, and ordered farther, that the 
names of those officers should be entered on 
the parl. roll, as a perpetual memorial of their 
infamy and disgrace.—The next is, that a bill 
of Attaindcr against the persons and estates of 
ar Tho. Empson, knt. and Edm. Dudley, esq. 
was brought up to the lords, and passed without 
Opposition. Several of the statutes by which 
the late king touk advantage of the people, 
were now cither repealed, explained, or limit- 


1512.—Empson and Dudley beheaded. [178 
ed. Amongst which, the bencfit of forfeitures 
for penal laws was reduced to the term of 3 
years next succeeding, the offence committed 
to the king; and to any other person within 
one year. Lastly, some untrue inquisitions, 
found by Empson and Dudley, as also some 
assuranccs of lands passed to them, were anni- 
lulated and made vor. But though these men 
were cast into prison, and thus loaded, as it 
were, by a double sentence of both jury and 
parl. yet the king was not over hasty in order- 
ing their execution, Till the next year, ina 
progress he made, the people’s clamours were 
su great against these criminals, that, for their 
satistaction, he sent a special writ to have their 
heads struck off, 

A Subsidy.] On the last day of the session, 
Feb. 23, the commons, with consent of the 
lords, granted a snpply of two lochs and two 
15ths. After which bemg all met in the 
chamber called the Cross-Chamber of the 

idace; the king on his throne, and the peers 
mm their parl. robes; the Speaker of the com- 
mous, now sir ‘Tho. lngletield, kat. spoke to 
the king on preseuting the bills to this ctiect. 
“ Tle first bestowed great praises on his may. for 
the gifts of nature, fortune, and grace, which 
God had given tohim, But more particularly 
enlarged on his promising valour, wondertul 
temperance, divine moderation in jusuce, snd 
his avowed desire for clemency. At the s.me 
tune he deciared, by many exainples, the g-cat 
gvood will and due obedience which his subjects 
paved hin; amd asa testimony of which, the 
grant tor the subsidy, which he then preseated, 
containing avery lurge sum of money, was a 
sure wid certain proof of their tidelity and af- 
fection towards his majesty’s persun and gevt.” 
After this harangue was ecuded, all the bills 
passed by this parl. were saparatecly read tor 
the royal assent; and then the lord chane. 
returning thanks to the whole bods, for their 
vreat care und diligence in enacung thein, by 
the king’s command, dissolved the parhament. 

A Parl. called.| On the 28th of Nov. writs 
were issucd sora parl. to mect at Westminster, 
on the 4th of Feb. 1512. At whiclt tisne be- 
ing all asseinbled in the Painted-Chambcer, the 
king sitting on the throne, Win. abp. of Can- 
terbury, sull lord chanc. opened the session 
by a speech from this text, ¢ Justitia & pax 
osculate sunt.” This he divided into 2 parts. 
“In tbe former of which be tuok notice, how 
necessary and wholesome it was for any pow- 
erful empire or govt. on any urgent occasion, 
such as the present was, to call parliaments, 
or public councils. This was the constant cus- 
ton of the Roman govt. It was also the ad- 
vice of Solomon, saying, ‘ Choose ye just mens 
be wise all ye that preside over the peuple.” 
He shewed that the divine wisdom, coming 
from kings and rulers, was zer above all earthly 
knowledge. And from the love of justice and 
peace, those fruitful, mutual and amicable 
commodities, neccessary in society, miylit sooner 
be gained. But then, lastly, he shewed, that 
when the streams of justice are perverted by 
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men who seek to obtain their worldly promo- | sea, shall have a protection of © Profecturus,” 
tions and power, variously and scandalously, | or © Moraturus, cui clausula, volumus.’? And 
“per fas aut netas;’ by nevlect of the poor, | he may alienate his lands, holden ‘in capite,’ 
and bene wholly swayed by carnal affecuons 3} without licence. And, if he die in that. ser- 
by making juries torswearing themselves, by | vice, his heir with age and in ward, hs exc- 
threats and other overbearing ways; then he | cutors, feoifees, or assigns, shall have the 
suid, it was full tine to reform these abuses, | wardship and marriage, towards the perform- 
lest worse should follow.’-—To the second | ance of his will’—“ Penaltirs were ordained 
part, he sad, © OF holy peace, which Christ | for captains that abridged the number of their 
Thad lett to his disciples by this text, and when | soldiers, or detained their wages ; also, for sol- 
wars should happen, God only suffered them | diers departing without licence.—Because mo- 
on account of the stus comiiutted by wicked | ney, plute, and jewels, &c. being carried out 
princes or rulers. fe told them, that in pro- | of the kingdum, impoverished it; it was @- 
ckumine wir with au enemy, we should first | 
examine the justuess of the quarrel and the | 
intention uf the proclaimer. He added fur- | 
ther, what was absolutely necessary in those | finding and turning of officers, was also con- 
that toak the field and hoped tor victory, first, | tirmcd.—Because several unlawful games kept 
that they should walk in the ways of the lord, | men from shooting in the long bow, ae were 
andan hin alune place their dependance ; | put down, and archery commanded. For the 
that every man should keep the post he was. better understanding of which act another 
ordered to; that cach individual should be + passed,whereby the use of the cross-bow was also 
content with his pay, and avoid all plunder.” . forbidden..—In this parl. the king reversed the 
Rastly, he told them, ‘ that this parl. was ! attainder against the late sir Edm. Dudlcy, and 
called, mt order to correct and amend all the | restored his son John to all his lands and pos 
| 


acted, that every offender that way should for- 
feit double value.” An ordinance formerly 


made ag 


euiust escheators, commissioners, and 


statutes and ordinances, which were found to | sessions.—March 30, the parl. by the kine’s 
be contrary to the common course of Justice | commahd 
aid the laws. At the conclusion, he directed 
the commnons to choose their Speaker, and at- 
turvind present hun to te king.” 

War aith Jrance.| The next day the com- 
mons presented sir Hob, Shefield, knt. for their 
Speaker, who was approved of by the king and 
confirmed accordingly, On the 15th day of 
this session a direct. declaration of War with 
France was made to than, Atwhich time, the 
ld. chance. by the king's command, opened to 
the bps. and lords the more secret causes for 
eathns this parl. He acquainted them first, 
“that the king of Scots had many ways in- 
sulted and even destroyed several of the king’s 
subjcets, on the borders. Neat, the war be- 
tween the kre of Castile and the duke of 
Guelderland, the king’s allv, was to be consi- 
-dered, And, lastly, an account, translated 
into Kuclehy was read by the Muster of the 
Roils, concermng the dissentuions, which were 
then on tuot, between the pope and Lewis 
XE. of France; cuutaining a recital of all the. 
cuntumelies, mischiets and injuries, which hud 
been dune tu the huly see, by the said French 
king.” And, afterwards, the said ld. chanc, 
with the lord treasurer, und other peers, went 
down to the lower house w acquaint the eom- 
mons with these matiers,—The proposal of a 
war with France was no sooner propounded to 
the houscs, than accepted of, The Lords passed 
a bill, containing certun privileges granted to 
the murq. of Dorset, and other great men, that 
would go beyond sea with the king. And, the 
Comrauns voted a large supply, of two 10ths 
and two 15ths, with tynpaye and poundage, to 
carry on the war. 

lets pussed.} The most remarkable Acts 
pusscd, in the first session uf this parl, were 
those :— Every person that is or shall be in 
the king's wars, beyond the sea, or upon the 


, Was prorogued to the 4th of Nov, 
following, on which day it met accordingly. 

wl Subsidy anda Poll-Tar.|_ Lord Herbert 
writes, * ‘That the king being now resolved to 
vo abroud in person, in order to secure his 
own dominions trom the Scots, he sent the 
earl of Surrey with an army into Yorkshire, to 
srotect those northern parts of the kingdom. 

fhilst this was doing, he called a parl. te 
meet at Westminster; where, besides enact- 
iny several good laws, he had a grant of two 
more 10ths and 15ths, as a ee Besides 
this, he had a Poll-Tax granted hin; which 
was, of every duke 10 marks: of every earl 
53 a lord 41.3 a knight +: marks; of every 
man worth 8001. in guods the same; of cach 
man who had 40s. in wages, 12d.; and ot 
all who were at, or above, 15 years of age, 4d. 

Acts passed.| The first act passed this ses- 
sion was, in order to secure the sea-coats; by 
erecting of bulwarks, brays and walls, in Corm- 
wall, and clsewhere; and tortitying the cas 
tles on these coasts, Nor was this precaution 
without reson, for the very next summer the 
French landed a number of men in Susscx, 
but they were soon beat back again to their 
ships, Lord Herbert says, that after passing 
the above-mentioned act, and others of less 
concer, this parl. was again prorogucd tv 
Jan. the 23rd, 1513. 

After Henry’s return to England, the purl. 
met as before mentioned. The title of the 
firt act passed, in the Statute Books, 1s to oF 
dun, “ How the nF new subjects of Tout- 


nay and Terwin, in France, may have assul 
ance and recovery of their debts due to them 
by Englishmen ; and how Englishmen of them. 

It was also enacted, “ That every mau that 
would sue for the king’s pardon, granted on 
certain articles, should hace it.”—-In this or 
sion Margaret, daughter to George duke 0 
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Clarence, late wife to sir Rd..de la Pole, pe- 
titioned the king, that since Edw. earl of 
Warwick, her brother, had been attainted ina 
parl. held the 19th Hen. VII. and all his lands 
confiscated, it would please the king to restore 
her to blood and inheritance, and that she 
might be stiled countess ot Salisbury; which 
was granted, and contirmed by parliament. 

A Parl. called.) Inthe 6th year of his reign, 
Henry called another parl. And writs were 
accordingly issued out, dated Nov. 23, to meet 
at Westminster, on the 5th Feb. 1514. Being 
all assembled, as usual, before the king, in the 
Painted Chamber at Westminster, Win. abp. 
of Canterbury, and chancellor, made an ora- 
tion on these words; ‘ Nunc rcges intelligite, 
@rudimini qui judicatis terram.’ On which 
words he observed, “‘ That the ancients with 
great care, study and love, nourished the com- 
monwealth; and that it was their greatest 
glory and comfort, when they saw it flourish 
under their auspices. But our republic sickens 
and decays; because tlic moderns preter their 
own private affairs to the public. In order, 
therefore, to restore the commonwealth to its 
pristine sanity, the ablest physicians are, first, 
a wise king, which is the standard of the peo- 
ple, and a multitude of wise counsellors, which 
pve health to the whole world. Afterwards, 

e told.them that the ruling rod of a kingdom 
was what all kings ought clucfly to understand, 
sifce it went by a triple direction. The first 
was, that kings should carry themselves towards 
God, both in loving, fearing, and serving hin. 
Next, that they should know how to govern 
themselves by knowledge, judgment, and re- 
formation. Lastly, that every king ought to 
learn how to carry himself towards his sub- 
jects; viz. in administering impartial justice, 
In giving audience equally, and in taking the 
trouble himself to hear the complaints of his 
subjects. To this he added what qualities be- 
longed also to good counsellors, viz. that they 
should give such counsel as was heavenly, ho- 
nourable to the king, and useful both to the 
pple and commonwealth. That they should 
e speakers of truth, and not flatterers; firm 
and not wavering imtheir councils, and neither 
covetous nor ambitious.” To the secund part 
of his text he said, “ that it behoved them to 
Jadge righteously, without dread or tear of any 
man; for by fear, the course of justice hath 
been oftentimes hindered and perverted. The 
incipal cause of which fear is the want of 
ove iat justice; he exhorted them, therefore, 
that they all should endeavour to cherish that 
love, according to the saying of Sulomon, “love 
ye justice.” Finally, he exhorted them, dili- 
gently to observe the abovesaid instructions, 
and that what wanted reformation in the 
state he hoped would be amended in this pre- 
sent parl.—The chancellor having recom- 
_mended the commons to choose a Speaker, 
the next day they presented Tho. Nevile, esq. 
for that office; whose excuse being rejected, 
with the usu! protestation, he was allowed. 
Feb. 10, the lord chanc, attended by the 
VoL, L 


abp. of York, the bps. of Winchester and Dur- 
ham, the earl of Surrey, lord treasurer, the 
earl of Worcester, with other peers, went 
down to the house of commons, where the 
chancellor declared the more particular causes 
of the calling this parl. He first acquainted 
them, “that the mouey granted to the king 
by the last parl. was not yet fully received ; 
and that it had been thought necessary to col- 
lect the Poll-Tax, he supposed, not from the 


‘poor and needy, but from the rich, and those 


who were able to pay it.” ‘“‘ That the Scotch 
had lately, at several times, done great inju- 
ries to the king’s subjects, both by land and 
sea, and were daily meditating more. By 
which attempts, his maj. being sutiiciently pro- 
voked, had determined to declare war avainst 
them, Therefore the chancellor exhorted the 
commons diligently to consider these things, 
and‘the king’s necessary expences on that oc 
casion,” ; 

Feb. 15, a contest arose in the house of 
lords, concerning the super-eminence of seats 
in parl. Tho. earl of Surrey claimed the first 
place amongst the earls, both in and out of 
parl. as being the eldest son and heir to the 
duke of Norfolk. On this occasion Garter king 
at arms was sent for before the lords, who 
shewed his book of the arms and families of 
the ancient nobility and other peers of this 
kingdom; but said, that as concerning the su- 
periority of seats in parl. he could not deter- 
mine. Whereupon the lord chanc. de‘erred 
the decision of this question to Saturday fol-. 
lowing. And on that day the lord chanc. de- 
clared and decreed, “ that the earl of Surrey, 
with much humility and discretion, had agreed 
to content himself with his place in parl. ac- 
cording to his creation, a not dignity; pro- 
vided always that his place of honour and dig- 
nity out of Sats should be reserved to him. 
And that if hereafter any ancient records 
should be found, in the Tower of Lundon, or 
elsewhere, proving the said pre-eminent place 
in parl. to belong to the said earl, that then 
the said seat should be restored unto him, 
notwithstanding this present decree against it.” 

Acts passed.] This parl. sat till the 5th of 
April, when they were prorogued to the 12th 
of Nov. following. - The most remarkable ‘sta- 
tutes made in this session are drawn up by 
lord Herbert in this manner:—* I shall set 
down the laws enacted in this parl..where | 
find one of their chief cares was, to put into 
better order the former laws concerning Ape 
parel; which yet was not so well digested, but 
that the year following even the law itself 
changed fashion. Howsoever, that of Archery, 
made before, was not only confirmed, but 
made perpetual; so that notwithstanding the 
use oe caleevers, or hand-guns, for muskcts 
were not yet known, it was thought tit to con- 
tinue the bow. Hand-guns and crossbows 
were forbidden, uhder certain penalties, to all 
men that had less than 500” (the stat. says 200) 
“marks peran. The Wages for artificers were 
also ved and the price of Watermen. A pe 
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nalty also was imposed on those who changed 
tillage into pasture.’ And very good order 
taken concerning deceit in Cloth, as being the 
only cause they had not so good vent abroad: 
The commission of sewers, extending to the 
making up of the sea-walls, &c. in England, 
the marches of Calais, Guisnes, and Hames, 
begun 6 Hen. VI. and continued 4. Hen. VII. 
for 25 years, being now upon expiration, was 
continued also tor 10 years more. It was 
eommanded that the river of Canterbury 
should be deepened. It was provided that 
wool should not be carried beyond sea; which 
Was to the benetit of the elothiers. No se- 
cond letters patents also might be taken, with- 
out mentioning the first; which was very 
equal both for the king and subject. And be- 
eause divers now, being weary with sitting so 
Jong in pari. did depart home without iicence, 
they only remaining who factiously combined 
themselves, with intention to gun the major 
part of voices in any dng they desired to ob- 
tam, it was ordered they should lose their 
wares if they went without the leave of the 
Speaker and common house, to be entered in 
the book of the clerk of parliament.” 

“l Parl. called} The next session of this 
parl, met, according to prorugation, on the 
42th of Nov. 1516. On the 15th, two bills 
were brought into the lords by the king’s soli- 
citur; one concerning Conspiracies, and the 
other relating to what service was due to the 
king, in his wars, by those who held lands, in 
fee, or annuitics, from the crown, But though 


iL appears by the Journal, that the latter of 


these was read 3 times by the lords, pussed, 
and sent down to the commons, yet it ts pro- 
baile they were both thrown out there; tor 
we do not find that cither of them, by the 
printed buuks, were passed into statutes, 

Nov. 28th, the clerk of the parl. was com- 
minded by the lord cardinal, and other lords, 
that he would annex to the act of Itesuinp- 
tion, a certam provision, then brought and 
sivned with the king's own hand, tor George 
earl of Shrewsbury ; and that he should enter 
the same on the Rolls of parl. There was no 
@ct of resumption passed into a law this parl. 
that we can find; and this is only inentioned, 


becanse it is the first time that the natne of 


the tumous Cardinal Wolsey has occurred in 
the-c inquiries, 

No matters of any consequence happened 
til Dec, 20, when a bill was brought into the 
lords, signed with. the king’s own hand, con- 
cerning the lady Mary, as she ts there callegl, 
dowager of France, the king’s sister, relating 
tu her jomture, and which had passed the com- 
mons. “Vins bill was read by the lords 3 times 
“an one day and assented to; but of what fur- 
ther caicern it was, neither historv nur the 
statute books intorm = us.—Another item, in 
the Journal of this day, 1s also somewhat re- 
marhable, viz. “ That it bemg Thursday in the 
afternvon, and the vigil of st. Thomas the 
apostic, it was ordered, that every lord who 
was at that time absent should pay 101.”—The 


é 
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next day, it is seid that a bill was bronght intd 
the lords, concerning a Subsidy; that it was 
read the first time, and then ordered to be 
curried to the commons by the lord chance. 
But what this subsidy was, Or whether it passed 
the lower house or nut, is uncertain.—Dec., 
22, a bill for # general Pardon from the king, 
was passed, with 9 exceptions contained in it. 
And the same day the lord chanc. sent for the 
commons into the house of lords; and, aftcr 
giving them thanks fur their specdy and hicarty 
dispatch of busines3 for the public good, he 
exhorted both lords and commons to take care, 
that the laws and statutes, in this case pru+ 
vided, be well and regularly kept and ob- 
served, in the several parts of the kingdom 
where they dwelt. And then, by the king's 
coinmand, dissolved this parhat:ent. 

alcts pussed.] The most remarkable acts 
passed in this session were these; “ An Act to 
prevent tillage from being turned into pasture. 
A repeal of licences granted to strangers, fot 
bringing in of Gascoign, or Guienne wines, 
or Thoulouse woad; which added much td 
the increase of our own shipping. A time was 
stated, without Which all motions, bills, suits, 
indictments, or informations popular, shall be 
sucd, either for the king or party. The act 
concerning Labourer’s Wages, made in the 
year preceding, was also repealed ; because it 
concerned certain Jabourers in London. 

A Parl, called.) Ut was tall 7 years after 
the dissolution of the last, before another part. 
was called. The book of printed Statutes, and 
Dugdale’s Summons to Padiament, both in- 
form us, that it was not dll the 14th year of 
this king, that a pail. was again summoned, to 
meet at the Black Fryers in London, on the 
15th of April, 1528. At the time appointed, 
J. Stowe writes, That the king being seated on 
the throne in the parl. chamber, at his feet, 
on the right side, sat the cardinal of York and 
the abp. of Canterbury; and at the rail be- 
hind stood dr. Tunstal, bp. of Tondon, who 
made an eloquent oration to the parl. on the 
office of a king, to this effect: He first said, 
“That a king must be a man of judgment, 
according to the sayiug of David, ‘ Deus judi- 
chim regi da,’ ac. And that be must also be 
atnan of great learning, uccording to this text, 
* Frodimini qui judicatis terram.” According 
to this suving of the prophet, he added, that 
God had sent thein a prince of great judg- 
ment, learning, and experience; who, accord- 
ing to his princely duty, forgot not to study 
how to put forward every thing that might be 
profitable to his pcople and realm, J-est this 
saying of Seneca wight be laid to his charge, 
‘es rex, et non hiuhes tempus csse rex?’ 
Which is as much as to say, Art thou a king, 
and dost nothing profitable to thy people? 
Art thou a king, and wilt not provide a remedy 
for the discases of the commonwealth? For 
this cause the king hath called this parl. both 
fur remedying the mischicfs that are in the 
common law, as recoveries, foreign vouchers, 
corrupt trials; as also fur making and ordering 


s 
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new statutes, which may be to the great ad- 
vantage of the commonwealth. Lastly, he 
willed the commons to repair to their own 
bouse, to elect a Speaker; and certify it to 
the lord chanc. who would acquaint them 
when his maj. would have hin presented be- 
fore him.” 

Ser I’. More elected Speaker,} Accordingly 
the commons chose for their Speaker sir Tho. 
More, knt. who being presented for that pur- 

se, pleaded his disabilitics as usual; and in 

is speech brought in a story of Phormio, the 
pone who desired Hannibal to cume to 

is lectures, which when he consented to and 
came, Phomnio began to read De Ke militari, 
of chivalry; that as soon as Hannibal heard 
this, he called the philose her an arrogant 
fool, to presume to teach hin, who was already 
master of chivalry and all the arts of war. 
So, says sir Tho. if I should presume to 
speak betore his maj. of learning, and the well 
erdcring of the govt. or such like matters, the 
king, who is so deeply learned, such a master 
of prudence and experience, might say to me 
as [Jannibal to Phormio.” Wherctore, he 
humbly besought his maj. to order the com- 
mons to chuse another Speaker, — To this 
speech the cardinal, as chanccllor, replied, 
that his maj, by long Sas of his service, 
was well acquainted with his wit, learning, and 
discretion; and that theretore he thought the 
communs had chose the fittest person of them 
all to be their Speaker. Who then made the 
usual protestation, and was admitted, 

Mofscy goes to the Commons to hasten the 
Supply] Though itis said, in the declaration, 
at the opening ot this session, that the amend- 
ing the old laws andmaking new anes, was the 
only occasion of the summons; yet history in- 
fornus us, that the necessitics of the state, for 
moncy, was the real mogive for calling this 
park, In waking this demand, the cardinal 
thonght proper that the spirituality should lead 
the van, in granting the Subsidy. Accord- 
ingly, the bps, and clergy, with some little 


opposition, taxed themsclves to the one halt 


of their revenues spiritual, to be paid in. 5 
years following, After this, Wolsey fearing 
some opposition to his demands in the com- 
mous, proposed to go there himself, and give 
his reasons why the Subsidy should be granted, 
We are told, that. this new way of making a 
demand was much debated in the house: and 
if they did admit the cardinal, whether it should 
he with a few followers onlv, or with his whole 
train. ‘The majority was for the former, but 
the Speaker, sir Tho. More, gave his opinion 
an the question in these words (a), “ Masters, 
for as much as my lord cardinal, latelv, as yce 
woote well, layde to aur charge the lightmess 
of our toungs, for thinges uttered out of this 
house, it should not in my minde be amisse to 
receave him with all his pompe; with his 
maccs, his pillars, his pole-axes, his cross, his 


(a) Life of sir T. More, by his great grandson 
Fbouras More, esq. p. 5k, | 
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hatte, and the great seale too; to the intent 
that ithe finde the like faulte with: us then, we. 
may lay the blame upon those whoine his grace 
bringeth with him.” ‘This was agreed to, and 
the cardinal in the: manner atoresaid, went 
into the house, and there in a long and clo- 

uent oration to them, “ he charged Francis 
the French king with breach of faith, in falsi- 
{ving the league sworn to tor the general peace 
of Christendum, Besides, his neglect of the 
stipulated annuity for Tournay, and some other 
matters, Insomuch, that the king could do no 
other, in this public cause, than join with 
Charles the cmperor in a war against him, 
That the charge thereof had been estimated, 
und amounted to 800,000], Therefore he re~ 
quired, that the abovesaid sum should be raised 
out of the 5th part of every man’s goods and 
lands, to be paid in 4 years.” 

Vhe author of the Lite of Sir 'T, More, tells 
us, that the house were silent to this demand, 
contrary to the minister’s expectauon, and 
when he demanded some reasonable answer, 
every member held his peace. At last, the 
Speaker falling on his knees, with much re- 
verence, “ Excused the silence of the house ; 
abashed, as he said, at the sight of sa noble a 
personage, who was able to amaze the wisest 
and most learned men in the realm. Butwith 
many probable arguments he endeavoured to 
shew the cardinal that his manner of conung 
thither was neither expedient nor agreeable ta 
the ancient hberties of that house. And, in 
conclusion, told him, ‘That except all the incm- 
bers present could put their several thoughts 
into his bead, he alone was unable, in so 
weighty a matter, ta give his grace a sutiicient 
answer.” Whereupon the cardinal, displeased 
with the Speaker, suddenly rose up in a rage 
and departed, The next day, says lord Her- 
bert, sr IT’. More, entorced the cardinal’s ars 
guments, by endcavouring to demonstrate, 
“© That it was not a great del, on this occas 
sion, to pay 4s, in the pound,” ‘La this he was 
answered, ‘Phat though some men were well 
monied, yet, in ceneral, it was known, that the 
5th of men's goods was not in plate or moncy, 
but in stock and cattle. And, tist to pay 
away all their coin, would alter the whole 
fraine and intercourse of things. For, af tes 
nants come to pay their landlurds in corn aud 
cattle only, and tho landlord again%coald not 
put thein off from paying these things they liad 
no necd of, thero would be a stop in all trithe 
and merchandize, and consequently the ship- 

ing of the nation must decay; and the nation 
Itself, for want of money, grow; in some sort, 
barbarous and ignoble. They were desired to 
consider, that the king had already got of them, 
by way of loan, 2s. in the pound, which amount- 
ed to 400,000]. and now to have 4s. would 
come to, in the whole, 1,200,000). which first 
and lass is full 6s. in the poind, and is almost 
a Srd of every man’s voods; and cannot be 
had in coin in the whole kingdom. For proof 
of this, it was alledzed, that supposing 14,000 


parishes in England, and each parish should 
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pay 100 marks, this would only amount to 
1,500,000 marks, which is but 15000,000]. And 
how many parishes are there in England, out 
of cities and towns, one with another, able to 
spare 100 marks? It was said, indeed, that 
there were no less than 40,000 parish churches 
in England, whereas it may be proved there 
are not 13,000 parishes ; then reckon that the 
whole sum cannot amount to above 1,000,0001. 
and the king demanding 800,000]. and he, 
after this valuation, having received 400,000]. 
therefore it was judged impossible to levy the 
sum demanded ; for if all the coin should come 
into the king’s hands how should men live?” 
To these arguments it was replied by the 
courtiers, “ That the money demanded ought 
not to be accounted as lost, or taken away, 
but only to be transferred into other hands of 
their kindred or nation; herein therefore, that 
no more was done than what we see ordinarily 
in markets ;- where, though the money change 
Masters, yet every one is accommodated. How- 
socver, that no man ought to retuse unto him 
that tighteth tor the honour and safety of his 
country, so much as will maintuin him, since 
he denies it not even to his labourer. ‘That 
those who are employed, must have been fed 
when they staid idle at home, and yet that they 
asked no more now, to give the uttermost proot 
of well-deserving patriots. Howhbeit, you may 
reply, this will exhaust the coin from the 
poorer sort; but, to avoid this objection, let 
the richer go themselves. Let them shew, in 
defending fee country, that they merit the 
better and greater parts thereof. Our king 
will not deny them this honour. Or, when 
they would desire to be exempt, and lay the 
burthen and hazard upon others, Jet them not 
grudge yet the giving so poor a stipend, as some 
of their servants at home would scarcely take 
to stand bare-headed to them. Neither are 
they to value themselves more than others, be- 
cause they have larger possessions, unless. they 
employ it for the public good. Nor js it well 
said of you, when you object that this will 
carry the money out of England, and leeve it 
m France; for doth it not carry the men too, 
and so in effect prove but the same expence? 
Notwithstanding, if you be so obstinate as to 
believe that making war in a country brings 
money to it, do but conceive a while, that the 
French had invaded us ; would the money they 
brought over, think you, enrich our country ; 
should any of us be the better for it? Let us 
therefore lay aside those poor scruples, and do 
what may be worthy the dignity and honour of 
our nation... When you did conceive the worst 
that can fall out,you should yet eat your beefand 
mutton here, and wear your country cloth; 
while others, upon a’short allowance, fought 
only that you might enjoy your families and li- 
berty. But I say confidently you need not fear 
this penury or-scarceness of money ; the inter- 
course of things being so established throughout 
the world, that there 1s.a prrpetual derivation 
of all that can be necessary to mankind. . ‘Thus 
your commorditics will ever find out money ; 
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while, not to go far, I shull -produce our own 
merchants only, who will be always as glad of 
your corn and cattle, as you can be of any 
thing they bring you. ‘Let us therefore, m 
God’s name, do what becomes us; and for the 
rest, entertain so good an opinion of our sol- 
diers, as to believe, that instead of leaving our 
country bare, they will add new provinces to 
it; or, at least, bring rich spoils and triumphs 
hone.” Sr en ere 

A Subsidy granted.} At last, after much 
debate and contention, it was agreed: by the 
commons, that every man of estate ‘of 201. 
yearly and upwards, should pay 2s. in the 
pound; and from 201. a year downwards td 
40s. is. in the pound; and under 40s. every 
head of 16 years «, | or more should pay 4d. in 
two years. The carelinal ee no more was 
intended, seemed much troubled; and there- 
fore, coming to the lower house of parl. he 
told them, that he desired to reason with those 
who opposed his demands; but being answer- 
ed, that it was the order of that house to hear, 
and not to reason, but amongst themselves, the 
cardinal departed. Yet, by the liberal motion 
of some of the lower house, those of 501. land 
aud upwards, were induced to give 1s. more, 
being 3s. in the pound, for 3 years to come; 
which at length being continued to the 4th 
yeur, and extended to those who were worth 
51. in goods, was all that could be obtained.”— 
Hall informs us, “ That it was one sir Johu 
Husce, a Lincolnshire knight, who, to please 
tlie cardinal, first made the motion in the coim- 
mons, for 12d. in the pound on land, upon all 
those who were worth 501. a year and up- 
wards, to be paid in 8 vears. ‘hat, on the 
question’s being put, 10 of 12 vent. said yea; 
and on the negative’s being asked, not one nay 
was heard. For the commons would not con- 
demn nor hinder the landed men ‘from charg- 
ing themselves; so that by 10 or 12 persons 
the gentlemen were burtiiened with 19d. more 
than others, for which the said sir John had 
much evil will.”—This grant was passed on the 
Qist of May; at which time, because Whit- 
suntide was near, the parl. was adjourned to 
the 10th of June. ss | 

Hall procceds and tells us, “ That when the 
parl. began again, the landed men, who were 
charged 12d. in the pound on 501]. a year and 
upwards, moved the house, that ull such as 
were worth 501. a year, or upwards, in goods, 
should pay the same tax in 4 years. This mo- 
tion occasioned a great debate in-the house ; 
and June 22nd the question was put, and it 
being doubtful whether the yeas or nays had 
it, the house divided, the citizens aud burgesses 
by themselves, and the knights of shires on the 
other side ;- the former stifily affirming that the 
motioners were enemies to the realm. At the 
last, the Speaker called them altogether, and 
after long persuasion, and tampering by private! 
racans, it was ‘agreed that 12d. in the pound 
should be paid in 4 years, on 0]. in goods’— 
On the 31st of July,: this parl. wes adjourned 
to Westminster, and there continued until Aug. 
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eae when, at 9 o’clock at night, it was dis- 
Solved. 

Acts passed.] Lord Herbert has left us an 
abstract of the most remarkable statutes made 
in this session, which is as follows:— That 
our merchants might have 8 days preference 
before strangers, for buying of broad white 
woollen cloth, brought td Blackwell-Hall in 
London, unless in fairs, ports, creeks, &c. ‘That 
strangers using a handy-craft, should take no 
apprentices, nor above 2 journeymen, unless 
they were the king’s subjects. That they 
should be under the search and reformation of 
the wardens and fellowship of handicrafts, and 
one substantial stranger, to be chosen by the 
said wardens. That they should cause a mark 
to be put on the wares and workmanship to 
_ be known thereby. . That if they were falsely 

and deceitfully made, they should be forteit. 
That this provision should extend to strangers 
living in other towns than London. That if 
strangers were wronged, they might seek their 
remedy from the lord chanc. and treasurer of 
England, or the justices of assize in the coun- 
ties where they lived. That during this parl. 
their apprentices or joarneymen might continue 
as before, and so to endure to the last day of 
the next parl. This act was not-vet to ex- 
tend to strangers of Oxford, Cambridge, and 
the sanctuary of St. Martin’s-le-Grand in Lon- 
don, That if the officers refused to put a mark 
on the wares, or workmanship of joiners, black- 
smiths, &c. being strangers, that then it was 
lawful for the strangers to sell them without 
the said mark. ‘That lords and others, the 
king’s subjects, of 1001. yearly, might take 
and retain strangers, being joiners and glaziers, 
for their private service, this act notwithstand- 
ing. That Englishmen living under foreign 
princes, and being sworn to them, should pay 
such custom to our king, subsidy and toll, as 
other strangers of those parts do. And that 
the governor of the mereleateadrestrees or 
the king’s ambassadors, in foreign countries, 
shall certify their names to the chancery, ‘to 
the intent that order may be given therein to 
the king’s othcers in havens, ports, and creeks. 
Yet if any such Englishman did return to in- 
habit here, that then he should be restored to 
all the liberties of a subject.” The statute of 
6 Hen. VIII. 13, forbidding shooting in cross- 
bows, or hand-guns, was dispensed with in men 
of 100]. per annum. ‘That coiners, who make 
Mooney in any mint in England, should coin of 
every 1001. of gold, 201. into half angels or pieces 
of 40d.; and of every 100]. worth of bullion, 
plate or silver, a portion into groats, two-pences, 
pence, half-pence, and farthings ; the farthings 
to have a mark different from half-pence. That 
‘they who bring less than 1001. in bullion or 
plate to the mint, shall have the 10th thercof 
in half-pence and farthings. That they which 
be in the king’s service in wars may aliene their 
lands, for-performance of their wills, without 
any fine for glienation. And if any of them 
die in the king’s service in war, his feoffees or 
executors shall have the wardship of. his heir 
and lands,” - or ‘e 


. ; 

Though we find that a sufficient timc was 
allowed for the payment of the last Subsidy, 
yet the war with France and Scotland su ex 
hausted the king’s treasury, that the very nexg 
year it was required, from all racn worth 40h, 
that the whole subsidy, granted as betore, pay- 
able in 4 years, auld be anticipated, and 
brought to the king im one entire payment. 
This unprecedented proceeding gave the com- 
mons great disgust; and they did not fail, says 
tord Herbert, to impute it all to the cardinal 
minister. Speed intomns us, that it was so in- 
supportable to the poorer sort of subjects, that 
the payment of it was utterly denied to the 
collectors, with weepings, cursings, and great 
exclamations, which alinost grew to an open 
rebellion. The county of Kent refused it to 
lord Cobham; Essex would not so much as 
talk with the commissioners about it; liunt- 
ingdonshire did the same; London would be 
taxed by none but their aldermen; and Suf- 
folk rose up in arms, making poverty their 
captain. The blame of all fell upon the Car- 
dinal; but he, being now by his church digni- 
ties rendered almost an English pope, looked 
down upon their threats with contempt, and 
despised their menaces. Hawever, a little 
time atter, they gave this baughty prelate some 
terrible reasons to alter his opinion. This mi- 
nister had been so rebulicd by the commons, 
in his last demand of a Supply, that he was in 
no haste to advise the king to call another 
part. For, asin his ministry there had been 
none called for 7 years before this lust, so it 
was 6 or7 years more before another was sum- 
moned. 

Money demanded without consent of Parl.] 
During this time one of his greatest attempts 
to raise money without the help of parl. hap- 
pened in 1526, when cominissions weré sent into 
every county in England, for levying the 6th 
part of every layiman’s goods, and the 4th of 
the clergy’s. This the people resented so 
much, that it had hke to have occasioned a 
rebellion. © They alledged, 1st, that these com- 
missions were against law; next, their own 
poverty; and that the king, since the 14th of. 
his reign, had received of them twenty 15ths. 
But, as Jord Herbert observes, “ this seem- 
ed all to be: done without the king’s know- 
ledge; so, when the consequence of it appear 
ed, it was resolved to disavow the whole pro- 
ceeding. And the king sent’letters all over 
England, declaring he would ask nothing of 
them but by way of Benevolence. So that the 
Cardinal, by these means, got many a curse, 
and the kitig as many blessings.” | 

In 1528 began the important affair of the 
divorce between Henry VIII. and his queen 
Katherine. We shall leave a thorough disqui- 
sition of this matter to lord Herbert, bp. Bure 
net, and our general historians of these tines; 
and shall only collect what an English par. 
had to do in this great and memorable event. 

| Wolsey’s disgrace.] ‘But betore it took 
place, it proved the ruin of the Cardinal; for, 
being detected of some uaderhand dealing, ke« 
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tween the pope and the king, and hav ng ma- 
naged so ill as to make both queen Katherine 
and Mrs. Anne Bullcin, lis enemies, he fell 
Hirst into disgrace, and atterwards under the 
monarch’s highest displeasure. The Cardinal 
was first indicted in the King’s Bench, on the 
statute 16 Rich. Il. concerning Premunires; 
found guilty; and sentence was passed upon 
him, “ That he was out of the king’s protec- 
tions dus Jands, goods, and chattels tor- 
feit; and that his person anizht be seized 
on.” He was afterwards tried by a great coun- 
cil, collected for that purpose in the Star- 
(Chamber; where he inet with no better treat- 
ment. And, lastly, the king remitted the 
whole affur to a parl. which began to sit at 
Westminster, Nov, 3, 1529. 

On the tirst day of this parhament’s mecet- 
ing, sir ‘Tho. More, now lord chance. wade an 
eloquent oration, savs Hall, to this effect: 
“Phat, like as a good shepherd, who not ouly 
tendeth and keepeth well his sheep, but also 
forcseeth and provideth agaist every thing, 
which either may be hurtful or noisome to his 
flock; or may preserve and defend the same 
nagamst all chances to come; so the king, who 
was the shepherd, ruler, and governor oF this 
realm, vigilantly foreseeimg things to come, 
considered how divers laws, by long continu- 
ance of time and mutation of things, were now 
grown msuiicient and imperiect: and also, 
that by the frail condition of man, divers new 
enomnitics were sprung up amongst the peo- 
ple, for the which no Jaw was made to retorm 
the same, he said, was the very*cause whiy, at 
this tine, the king had summoned his high 
court of parl. He resembled the king to a 
shepherd or herdsman also for this cause; ita 
king is esteemed only for his riches, he is but 
arich man; if for bis honour, he is but an ho- 
nourable man; but compare hin ta the mul- 
titude of his people, and the number of his 
flock, then is he a ruler, a yoyernor of might 
and power; so that his people maketh hina 
prince, as of the multitude of sheep cometh 
the name of a shepherd, And, as you sce, 
that amongst a great flock of sheep some be 
rotten and faulty, which the ood! shepherd 
sendeth from the sound sheep; so the great 
wether, which is of lute fallen, as you all 
know, juggled with the king so crafuly, scab- 
bedly, and untruly, that all men must think, 
that he imagined himself that the king bad no 
sense to percejve his craity doings, or pre- 
sumed that be would not see or understand 
his fraudulent juggling and attempts. But he 
was deceived; tor his gracc’s sight was so 
quick and penetrable, that he not only saw 
him, but saw through him, both within and 
without ; so that he was entirely open to lim. 
According ty his desert, he hath had a gentle 
correction; which sinall punisiment the king 
would not should be an cxcmnple to other of- 
fenders; but openly declaieth, that whosoever 
herealter shall make the like attempt, or coin- 
mit the like offences, shall not escape with the 
like punishment. Lastly the chancellor said, 
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that because they of the house of commons 
were a creat number, and could not speak all 
at ore unc; therefore the king's pleasure 
was, that they should resort tot their owh 
house, and there, amongst themsclves, accords. 
lng tO ancient custum, choose in able pere 
son to be their commen mouth, or Speaker; 
and after they have so done, to adveruse his 
vrace thereof, who will declare to them his 
pleasure, what day he will have lun presented 
in this place.” . 

A Speaker chosen.] On the oth of Nov. the 
commons presented Tho. Audley, eq. to the 
king as their Speaker, who there mude ano- 
ther eloquent oration, which, says Hall, cons 
sisted of two poiits: the first wis, that he 
much praised the hing for his equity and jus- 
tice, mixed with inercy “ud pity; so that no 
offence was forgotten or lett unpunished; and, 
in the puuishment, the extremity or rigour of 
the Jaw was not crieliv extended; which 
should be a cause both to bridle all men from 
doing the like offences, aud an encouragement 
to ollenders to contess their faults, and ocea- 
sion amendment and reconediation.” To the 
2nd point, “ he endeavoured to disable him- 
seit, for want of scise, learning, and discretion, 
for the taking so lich an attice; besecching 
king to cause his commons to resort agai 
to their house, and there to choose another 
speaker for that park.” ‘Yo this the king re- 
mica, by the mouth of the cnaucellor, * that 
whereas he sought to disable himself in sense 
and learning, his own elaborate discourse there 
made testified to the contrary: and touching 
his discretion and other quulities, the king 
himself had well known him and his doings, 
since he was im his service, to be Voth wise 
and discreet; and so, as an able man, he ac 
cepted him, and adinitted bign Speaker.” 

Articles against Cardinal Wolsey.) The 
principal thing we mect with is, that certain 
articles were now preferred against the Car- 
dinal. Lord Herbert has copied them froin 
the original record, which he says, he has 
thought fit to transcribe, because aur vulgar 
chronicles have misrepreseuted then. 2nd, 
though many in number, they must find a place 
in these enquiries, 


Articles of Impeachment exhibited in Par- 
liament against Cardinal Wolsey. 

“ Constrained by necessity af our fidclits 
and consciences, eumplain and shew to your 
roval inujesty, we your grace’s humble, true, 
faithtul and» obedignt subjects, That the lord 
cardinal of York, lately your grace’s chan- 
cellor, presuming to take upon him the au- 
thority of the pope’s legate “de latere,’ hath, 
by divers and inany sundry ways and fashrons, 
comuinitted notable, high, and gricvous offences; 
misusing, altering, aud subverting the order of. 
your grace’s laws, and otherwise contrary to 
your igh honour, prerogative, crown, estate, 
and dignity royal; to the inesumable dwnage 
of your yrace’s subjects of every degree, and 
consequently to the great hindrance, diuwus 
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tion, and decay of the universal wealth of this 
your grace’s realin, as itis touched summarily 
and particularly in certain articles here tollow- 
ing; which be but a few in comparison of all 
his enormities, excesses, and transgressions, 
committed avainst your grace’s laws, ‘{Imt ts 
to say—I. Where your grace, and your noble 
rogenitors within this your realm of England, 
a kings of Mngland, have been so free, that 
they have had in all the world no other sove- 
reign, but immediately subject to Almighty: 
God ia all things, touching the regality of your 
crown of England; and the same pre-emi- 
nence, prerogative, jurisdiction, lawtul and 
peaceable possession, your grace, and your 
hoble progenitors have had, used, and enjoyed 
without iuterruption, or business therefore, by 
the spw-e of 200 yeurs, and more; whereby 
is grace may prescribe against the pope's 
vliness, that he should not nor ought to send, 
or make, any legate tu execute any authurity 
Jevantine, contrary to your gracc’s prerogative 
within this vour realm: now the lord cardinal 
of York, being your subject, and natural liege 
born, hath of his high, orgillous, and insatiable 
mind, fot his own singular advancement and 
profit, in derogation, and to the great inble- 
luashment and burt of your said royal jurisdic- 
tion and prerogative, and the large continuance 
of the possession of the same, obtuined au- 
thority legantine, by reason whereof he hath 
not only hurt your said prescription, but also, 
by the suid authority Jegantine, hath spoiled 
vr aken away from many houses of relizion 
s vour realm much substance of their 

r; and also hath usurped upon all your 
ines, Within this your realm, much part 

rir jurisdiction, in derogation of vour pre- 

‘ve, and to the creat hurt of your said or- 

es, prelates, aud relizious.—IL. Also, the 

dd. cardinal, being vour ambascador in 

ec, made a treaty with the French king 

2 pope, your may, not knawing any part 

f, nor named in the same; and binding 

ud French king to abide his order and 
»ifuny controversy or doubt shuuld arise 

hie sume betwixt the said pope and the 

4 king.—IELL. Also, the said Id. cardinal 

‘our anbassador in France, sent a com- 

to sir Gregory de Casolis, under your 

eal in your grace’s name, tu conclude a 

_ of ainity with the duke of Ferrara, 
without any command or warrant of your high- 
ness, nor your said highness advertised, or 
made privy to the same.—{!V. Also, the said 
Md. cardinal, of his. presumptuous mind, in di- 
wers and many of his letters and instructions 
scent out of this realm to outward parts, had 
Joined himself with your grace, as in saying, 
and writing in his said letters and instructions, 
“the king and I? And, ¢ I would ye should 
do thus” * The king and I sive unto you our 
hearty thanks.’ Whereby it is apparent, that 
he used himself more like a fellow to vour 
Pighvess than like a subject.—V.: Also, where- 
@s it hath ever been accustomed within this 


your realm, that when noblemen do swear 


* 


their houschold servants, the first pert of their 
vath hath been, that they should be true 
hege-men to the king, and his heirs kines of 
England ; the same Id. cardinal caused his sers 
vants to be only sworn to him, as if there had 
been no sovereign above him.—VI. And also, 
whereas your grace is our sovereign lord and 
head, in whom standeth all thee surety and 
wealth of this realm, the same lord cardinal, 
knowing himself to have the foul and contagi- 


ous disease of the great pox broken out upon. 


him in divers places of his body, came daily to 
your grace, rowning in your ear, and blowing 
upon your most noble grace, with his perilous 
and infective breath, to the marvellous danger 
of vour hivhiness, if God of his intinite good- 
ness had not better provided tor your highness, 
And when he was once healed of them, he 
made your grace to believe that his disease was 
an impostuine in his head, and of none other 
thing.—VII. Also, the said Id. cardinal, by 
his authority lezantine, hath given, by preven- 
tion, the beneices of divers persons, as well 
spiritual as temporal, contrary to your crown 
and diznity, and your laws and estatutes there+ 
tore provided, by reason whereof he is in dan- 
ver to your grace of forfeiture of his lands and 
goods, and his body at your pleasure.—VIIL. 
Also, the said Id. cardinal, taking upon him 
otherwise than a truce counsellor ought to do, 
hath uscd to have all ambassadors to come first 
to him alone, and so hearing their charges and 
intents, it ig to be thought he hath instruct- 
ed them after his pleasuresand purpuse, betorg 
that they came to your presence; contrary to 
your high commandment by your grace’s mouth 
tu him given, and also to other persons, sent to 
him by your grace.—IX. Also, the said lord 
cardinal hath practised so, that all manner of 
letters sent froin beyond the sea to your high- 
ness have come first to his hands, contrary to 
your high commandment by vuur own mouth, 
and also by others sent to him by your grace ; 
by reason whercof your hizhness, nor any of 
your council, had knowiedye of no matters, 
but such as it pleased him to shew them; 
whereby your highness, and your council nave 
been compelled of very force ta follow his 
devices, which oftentimes were set forth by 
him under such crafty and covert means, thut 
your lighness and your council hath otientimes 
been abused. Insomuch, that when your coun- 
cil hath found, and put divers doubts and 
things which have afterwards ensucd, he to 
abuse them used these words, § I will lay m 

head that no such thing shall happen (=X. AL 
so, the said id. cardinal hath practised that no 
manner of person, having charge to make es- 
piall of things done beyond the sea, should at 
their return come first to your grace, nor to 
any other of your council, but only to himself, 
and in case they did the contrary, te punished 
them for so doing.—XI. Also, the said lord 
cardinal hath granted licence under your great 
scal tor carrying out of grain and other victual, 
alter the restraint hath been made thereof, for 


his own lucre, and singwar advantage of him 
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and his servants, for to send thither as he bare 
secret favour, without your grace’s warrant or 
knowledge thereof:—XII. Also, the said lord 
cardinal used, many years together, not only 
to write unto all your ambassadors resident 
with other princes, in his own name, all ad- 
vertisements concerning your gracc’s affairs 
being in thar charge, and in the same his let- 
ters wrote many things of his own mind, with- 
out your grace’s pleasure being known, con- 
cealing divers things which had been necessary 
for them to know, but also caused them to 
write their advertisements unto him; and of 
the same letters he used to conceal, for the 
compassing of bis purposes, many things both 
from all your other counsellors, and from your- 
self also.—XIII. Also, where good hospitality 
hath beeh used to be kept in houses and places 
of religion of this realm, and many poor peo- 
ple thereby relieved, the said hospitality and 
Felief is now decayed, and not used ; and it is 
commonly reported that the occasion thereof 
is, because the said lord cardinal hath taken 
such impositions of the rulers of the said 
houses, as well for bis favour in making of 
abbots and priors, as for his visitation, by his 
authority legantine. And yet, nevertheless, 
taketh yearly of such religious houses, such 
yearly and continual charges, as they be not 
able to kcep hospitality, as they used to 
do, which is a great cause that there be 
so many vagabonds, beggars and thieves.— 
XIV. Also, where the said lord cardinal said, 
before the suppresswna of such houses as he 
hath suppressed, that the posscssions of them 
should be set to farm among your lay-subjects, 
after such reasonable yearly rent, as they 
should well thereupon live, and keep good hos- 
pitality: and now the demesne possessions of 
the said houses, since the suppression of them, 
hath been surveyed, met and measured by the 
acre, and be now set above the value of the 
old rent: and also such as were farmers by 
covent-seat and copy-holders be put out, and 
amoved of their farms, or clse cuipelled to 
pay new tines, contrary to all equity and con- 
science.—AV. Also, the said lord cardinal, 
sitting among the lords, and other of your 
most hun. council, used himself that if any 
man would shew his mind according to his 
duty, contrary to the opinion of the said car- 
dinal, he would so take him up with his accus- 
tomable wards, that they were better to hold 
thcir peace than to speak, so that he would 
hear no man speak but one or two great per- 
sonages, so that he would have all the words 


hunself, and consumed much time with a fair, have a year! 


tale.—XVI. Also, the said lord cardinal, by 
bis ambition and pride, hath hindcred and un- 
done many of your poor subjects for want of 
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ending of matters, because that suitots should 
attend and wait upon him, whereof he had no 
small pleasure that his house might be reple- 
sighed with suitors—XVII, Also, the said 
lord cardinal, by his Authority legantine, hath 
used, if any spiritual man having any riches or 
snbstance, deceascd, he hath salen their goods 
as his own; by reason whereof their wills be 
not performed ; and one mean he had, to put 
them in fear that were made executors to re- 
fuse to meddle.—XVIII. Also, the said lord 
cardinal constrained all ordinaries in England 
yearly to compound with him, or else he will 
usurp half or the whole of their jurisdiction by 
dorianp not for good order of the diocese 
ut to extort treasure; for there is nevera 
poor arch-deacon in England, but that he paid 
yearly to him a portion of his living —XIX, 
Also, the said lord cardinal hath not only, by 
his untrue suggestion to the pope, shamefully 
slagdercd many good religious houses, and g: 
virtuous men dwelling in them, but also sup- 
pressed by reason thereof above 30 houses of. 
religion; and where, by authority of his bull, 
he should not suppress any house that had 
more men of reliyion in number, above the 
number of 6 or 7, he hath suppressed divers 
houses that had above the number; and there- 
upon hath caused divers offices to be found by 
verdict, untruly, that the religious persons, so 
suppressed, had voluntarily forsaken their said 
houses, which was untrue ; and so hath caused 
open perjury to be committed, to the high 
displeasure of Almighty God.—XX. Also, the 
said lord cardinal hath examined divers and 
many matters in the chancery, attcr judgment 
thereof yiven at the common law, in subver 
sion of your laws; and made svine persons 
restore again to the other party condemned, 
what they had in execution by virtue of the 
Judgment in the common law.—XXI. Also, 
the said lord cardinal hath granted many in- 
junctions by writ, and the parties never called 
thercunte, nor bill putin against them. And, 
hy reason thereof, divers of your subjects have 
been put from their lawful possession of their 
lands and tencments. And, by such means, 
he hath also brought the more party of the 
suitors of this your realin- before himself, 
whereby he and divers of his servants have 
gotten much riches, and your subjects suffered 
great wrongs.—AXII. Also, the said lord care 
dinal, to augment his great riches, hath caused 
divers pardons granted by the pope to be sus- 
le which could not be revived till that 
the said lord cardinal were rewarded, and also 
ension of the said pardun.— 
XXIII. Also, the said lord cardinal, not re- 
garding your laws nor justice, of his extort 
power, hath put out divers and many farmers 


dispatchruent of matters; tur he wouldno man | of his lands, and also patents of the archbi- 


should meddle but himself. . Insomuch, that 
it hath been aflrmed by many wise men, that 
ten of the inost wisest and most expert men in 
Eugland were not suficient, in convement 
time, to order the matters thot he would retain 


to hupscl’; and many tance he deterred the 


shopric of York, and bishopric of Winchester, 
and of the abbey of st. AJbaus, which had 
good and sufficient grant thereof by your 
Jaws.—XXIV. Also, the same lord cardinal, 


have been void, he hath sent his officers 


c many times when any honses of religion 


| 
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thither, and with crafty persuasions hath in- 
duced them to compromit their election in 
him. And that, betore ever he nuimed, or 
conirmed any of them, he and his servants 
received so much great guods of thein, that in 
manner it hath been to the undoing of the 
house.—XAV. Also, by his authority Icgan- 
uue, the same lord cardinal hath visited the 
most part of the religious houses and colleges 
wm this your reahn, heth taken of them the 
25th part of their livelihood, to the great ex- 
toruon of your subjects, and derogation of 
your laws and prerogative, and no law to bear 
him so to do—XAVI. Also, when matters 
have been near‘ at judginent by process at 
your common law, the same lord cardinal hath 
not ony given and sent injunctions to the 
parties, but also sent for your judges, and ex- 
pressly by threats commanding them to defer 
uic Judgment, to the evident subversion of 
your laws, if the judges world so have ceased. 
—XXVII. Also, whereas neither the bishopric 
of York nor Winchester, nor the abbey of st. 
Albans, nor the protit of his legation, nor the 
benefit of the chancery, nor his great pension 
out of France, nor his wards, and other inor- 
dinate taking could not suthce him, he hath 
made his son Winter to spend 270ul. by vear, 
which he taketh to his own use, and yiveth 
him not past 2001. yearly to live upon.— 
XXVIII. Also, where the said lord cardial 
did frst sue unto your grace tu have your 
assent to be ‘ Legatus de latere,’ he promised 
and solemnly protested before your maj. and 
beture the lords both spiritual and temporal, 
Umt he would nothing do nor attempt by vir- 
tue of his legatcv, that should be contrary to 
your gracious prerogative, or regality, or to the 
damage or prejudice of the jurisdiction of aay 
ordinary, and that by his legatev noman should 
be hurt or offended ; and upon that condition, 
and no other, he was admitted by your grace 
to be legate within this your realm, which con- 
dition he hath broken, as is well known to all 
vour subjects. And when that he made this 
promise, he was busy in his suit at Rome, to 
msit all the clergy of Englund, both exempt 
and not exempt.—NXTX. Also, upon the suit 
of the said lord cardinal at Rome to have his 
authority lerantine, he made untrue surmise to 
the pope’s holiness against the clergy of your 
reahn, which was, that the regular persons of 
the said clergy had given themselves in £ re- 
probuin sensuin 3’ which words st. Paul writing 
to the Romans applied to abominable sin: 
which slander to your church of England shall 
for ever remain in the register at Rume against 
the clergy of this your realm.—XXX. Also, 
the said lord cardinal had the more part of 
the goods of dr. Smith, late bp. of Lincoln, 
bp. Savage of York, Mr. Dalby, arch-deacon 

Richmond, Mr. Tunyers, Dr. Rothall, late 
bp. of Durham, aud of Dr. Fox, Jate bp. of 
Winchester, contrary to their wills, and your 
laws and justice —XXXI. Also at the oyer 
and terminer at York, proclamation was mada, 
nee inan should put in their bills for ex- 
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tortion of ordinarics, and when diver: bills were 
putin against the othcersoftlic said lord cardinal, 
of extoruon, for taking 12d. of the pound for 
probation of testainents, whereof divers bills 
were found betore justice Fitzherhert and other 
cuimmissioners, the same lov: cardinal removed 
the same indictnents into the chancery by 
certiorari, and rebuked the same indictment 
tor tlhe same canse.—AAXILi. Also, the said 
lord cardinal hath busied, and endeavoured 
himself by crafty and untrue tales, to make 
dissention and debate amongst vour nobles of 
your realm, which is ready to be proved.— 
XXXII. Also the said lord cardinal’s officers 
have divers times compelled your subjects to 
serve him with carts fur carriage. «And also 
his servants have taken both corn and catile, 
fish, and all other victuals at your grace’s 
price, or under, as though it had been for 
your grace, which is contrary to the laws.— 
XXXIV. Also, the said lurd cardinal hatl: 
misused himself in your most hon. court, in 
keeping of as great estate there in your ab- 
sence, as your grace would have done, if you 
had been there present in your own person.—- 
XXXV. Also his servants, by virtue of your 
commission under your broad scal by hin to 
them given, have taken cattle, and all other 
veetuals at as low price a» your purveyors 
have done for your grace by your preroga- 
tive, aainst the laws of your realin.— 
XXAVI. Also, where it hath been accuse 
touicd that your purveyors for your hon. house- 
hold have had yearly out of your tuwa and hi- 
berty of st. Alban's, 3 or 400 quarters of 
wheat. Truth it is, that since the lord cardi- 
nal had the room of abbot there, your said 
purveyors could not be suticred by him and his 
officers to take any wheat within the said town 
or liberties —XXXAVIL. Also he hath divers 
times given injunction to your servants that 
have been for causes before him in the Star- 
Chamber, that they, nor other for them, 
should make Jabour, by any manner of way, 
directly or indirectiy, to your grace, to obtam 
your gracious favour or pardon, which was 
a presumptuous intent for any subject.— 
XXAVIIL. Also the said lord cardinal did call 
before him sir John Stanley, kunt. which had 
taken a farm by covent-seal of the abbot and 
convent of Chester, and alterwards by his 
power and might, contrary to right, cominitted 
the said sir John Stanley to the prison of 
Fleet, by tre space of an year, unto such time 
as he compelled the said su Juin to release his 
covent-seal-to one Leghe of Adlington, which 
married one Larke’s daughter, which woman 
the said lord cardinal kept, and had with ber 
two children. Thereupon the said sir John 
Stanley, apon displeasure taken in his heart, 
made himself monk in Westminster, and there 
died. —XXXIX. Also on a time your grace 
being at st. Alban’s, according to the ancient 


‘custom used within your verge, your clerk of 


the market doing his otiice, did present unto 

your oflicers of your most hon. household, the 

prices of all manner.of vicwals, within the 
2K 
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recinct of the verge; and it was commanded 
by our said o:cers to set up the said prices 
Boil on the gates of your hon. household, and 
also m the market-place within the town of 
st. Alban’s, as of ancient custom it hath been 
used; and the lord cardinal hearing the same, 
presumptuously, and not like a subject, caused 
the foresaid prices, which were sealed with 
your grace’s seal, accustomably used for the 
samc, to be taken off, and pulled down in the 
said market-place, where they were sct up, and 
in the sane place sct up his own priccs, sealed 
with his seal, and would if it had not been letted, 
in semblable manner, used your seal standing up- 
on your gracc’s gates, and also would of his pre- 
sumptuous inind have openly set in the stocks 
- within your said town your clerk of your mar- 
ket. By which presumption and usurpation 
your grace may perceive, that in his heart he 
hath reputed hinself to be equal with your 
roval maj.—XL. Also the said lord cardinal, 
of his further pompous and presumptuous 
mind, hath enterprised to join and imprint the 
ceardinal’s bat under your arms in your coin of 
groats, made at your city of York, which like 
deed hath not been seen to have been done 
by any subject within your realm before this 
time.—XLI. Also, where one sir Edw. Jones, 
clerk, parson of Crowley in the county of 
Bockingham, m the 18th of your most noble 
reign, let his said parsonage, with all tythes, 
and other profits of the same, to one Wm. 
Johnson, by indenture for certain vears, within 
wich vears the dean of the’said lord cardinal’s 
colleze in Oxtord pretended Yitle to a certain 
portion of tvthes within the said parsonage, 
supposing the smd portion to belong to the 
parsonave of Chichelley, which was appro- 
. priated to the priory of 'Tyketord, lately sup- 
arc wheré, of truth, the parsons of Crow- 
ey have been peaceably possessed of the said 


- portion time out of mind: whereupon a sub-- 


pena was directed to the said Johnson, to ap- 
pear before the said lord cardinal at Hampton 
Court; where, without. any bill, the said lora 
eardinal committed him to the Fleet, where 
he remained by the space of 12 weeks, be- 
cause he would not depart with the said por- 
tions and, at the last, upon a recognizance 
minde, that he should appear before the said 
lord cardinal wheresdever he was commanded, 
he was delivered out of the Fleet. Howhbeit, 
as yet the said portion is so kept from him, 
that. he dare not deal with it+—XLIT. Also, 
where one Martin Dacowra had a lease of the 
- manor of Balsall, in the county of Warwick, 
for a teri of certain years, au injunction came 
to him out of the chancery, by writ, upon 
: pain of 1090. that he should avoid the posses- 
sion of the same manor, and sutler sir George 
: Vhrogmorten, kut. to take the profits of the 
sme manor, to the time the matter depending 
in the chancery. between the lord of st. John’s 
and the suid Vocuwra, were discussed; and 
yet the sad Docowra never nade answer in 
tube chauccry, nor ever was called into the 
: chancery for that matter. And now of late 


he hath received the like jnjunction, upon 


pain of 20001. contrary to the course of the 
common law.—XLIII. Also, whereas in the 
parl. chamber, and in open parl, communica-~ 
tion and devicés were had and moved, wherein 
mention was, by an incident, made of matters 
touching heresics, and crroneous sects, It was 
spoken, and reported by one bp. there being 
present, and confirmed by a good number of 
the same bps. in presence of all the lords spi- 
ritu:il and temporal, then assembled, that two 
of the said bps, were minded and desired to 
repair unto the university of Cambridge, for 
examination, reformation, and correction of 
such errors as then seemed, and were reported — 
to reign amongst. the students and scholars of 
the same, as well touching the Lutheran sect 
and opinions, as otherwise; the lord cardinal, 
informed of the good minds and intents of the 
said two bps. in that behalt, expressly inlubited 
and coinmunded them in no wise so to do. By 
means whereot the same errors (as they at= 
firmed) crept more abroad, and took greater 
place; saying furthermore, that it was not in 
their defaults that the said heresies were not 
punished, but in the said lord cardinal; and 
that it was no reason any blame or lack 
should be arrected unto them for his offence. 
Whereby it evidently appeareth that the said 
lord cardinal, besides all other heinous of- 
fences, hath been the impeacher and disturber 
of due and direct correction of heresies; being 
highly to the danger and peril of the whole 
hody, and good Christian people of this your 
realm.—XHLIV. Finally, for as much as by 
the foresnid articles is evidently declared tu 
your most royal maj. that the lord cardinal, by 

is outrageous pride, hath greatly shadowed a 
long season your grace’s honour, which is most 
highly to be regarded; ,and by his insatiable 
avarice and rayenous appetite to have riches 
and treasure without measure, hath so griev- 
ously oppressed your poor subjects, with so 
manifold cratts of bribery and extortion, that 
the commonwealth of this your grace’s realm 
is thereby greatly decayed and impoverished : 
and aiso by his cruclty, iniquity, affection, and 
partiality, hath subverted the due course aad 
order uf your grace’s laws, to the undoing of a 
great number of your loving people. Please 
it your royal maj. therefore, of your exccllent 
goodness towards the weale of this your realm, 
and subjects of the same, to set such order 
and direction upon the suid lord cardial, as 
may be to the terrible cxainple of others to 
beware so to offend your grace, and your laws 
hereafter. And that he be so provided for, 
that he never have any power, Jurisdicuon, or 
authority hereafter, to trouble, vex, and impo- 
verish the commonwealth of this your realm, 
as he hath done heretofore, to the great hurt 
and damuge of every man almost, high and 
low. Which for your grace so doing, will daily 
pray, as their duty is, to Almighty God, for the 
prosperous estate of your most royal ma). long 
to indure in honour, and good health, to the 
pleasure of God, and your heart’s most desise. 
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Subscribed the 1st of Dec. the 21st year of the 
reign of Henry VIII. T. More, ‘I’. Nortolke, 
Chas. Suffolke, Tho. Dorset, H. Exeter, G. 
Shrewsbury, R. Fitzwalter, Jo. Oxyntord, H. 
Northumberland, T. D’Arcy, T. Rochford, 


W. Mounyoy, W. Sandys, W. Fitzwilliam, 


H. Guldeford, Anth, Fitzherbert, John Fitz- 
James.” These last were the two lord chief 
Justices at that time. 

It appears by the names of the lords who 
signed these Articles, that they were drawn up 
by acommittee, appointed tor that purpose. 
And being read and agreed to by the whole 
house, they were first presented to the king, 
and then a copy of them was sent down to the 
lower house, for their perusal and approbation. 
But, amongst the Commons, the Cardinal’s 
cause was so well defended by his secretary, 
Cromwell, then a member, that he abeslucely 
cleared his master from any charge of treason, 
and he was fully acquitted thereof.” From this 
banest beginning,” says lord Herbert, “ Tho. 
Cromwell, dated his future reputation.” But 
though the Cardinal escaped this blow, he never 
was re-instated in the king’s favour, And, as 
his enemies took every opportunity to de- 
stroy him, they at length prevailed upon the 
king to cause him to be arrested, at his castle 
of Cawood, and brought up to London tor 
another trial, Kuta superior summons, to a 
much higher tribunal, took him at Leicester, 
where he died, Nov, 28, 1530, with these re- 
markable words in his mouth; “ If I had 
served my God with half the zeal that I have 
served iny king, he would not in my grey hairs 
have thus torsaken me!” 

Luther's doctrine gains ground.} Before 
the cardinal diced, the pope’s supremacy in 
England began to lose ground; and, Cle- 
ment VII. having absolutely denied to cone 
firm the Divorce, Henry m his turn resolved 
to enquire what authority the pope bad in his 
dominions, Aud, as it seems to us, the same 
pari. that made the above stroke at cardinal 
Wolsey, curried it still farther against the pa- 
pal authority, Luther’s doctrine was now se- 
cretly adinitted into many places of the, king- 
dom, with much apprubation; and gave such 
impressions, that even the most ignurant be- 
gan to examine, whether the errors then ordi- 
narily controverted did belong tu the doctrine, 
or to the govt. of the church. And this alune, 
says lord Herbert, as it was the first step, so 
was it a great and bold sally towards that Re- 
formation which afterwards followed, 

Bills for reforming the Abuses of the Clerey.] 
Many abuses which the luty received daily 
from the clergy were loudly complained of; 
and the king, beg now willing that they 
should be strictly enquired into, referred the 
redress thereof to the commons in this pari, 


Complaints also being made ia that house |: 


ug:s.ust Cxactious tur probats of testimonies 
and moriuaries; for pluralities, non-residence, 
and agaist priests that were farmers of lands, 
tanners, wool-bnyers, &c. the spirituality were 
Mauch offtuded at these preccedings; and, 


when the bills for regulating these exorbituncea , 
were brought befure the huuse of lords, Jehu 
Fisher, bp. of Rochester, made a remarkable 
speech against them, of which the following is 
a copy, as it is printed ina small treatise on - 
the lite and death of that prelate, by dr. ‘Thos, , 
Bailey. | 

“My lords, here are certain bills exhibited 
against the Clergy, wherein there are coms 
plaints made against the viciousness, idlences, 
rapacity, and cruelty of bps, abbots, pricsts, 
and their ofhcials. Burt, my lords, are all vie 
cious, all idle, all ravenous and cruel priests 
or bishops? And for such as are such, are 
there nut laws provided already agaist such? 
Is there any abuse that we dou nut seek to recs 
tify? Or can there be such a recuication as 
that there shall be no abuses? Or are not 
clergymen to rectify the ubuses of the clergy? 
Or shall men find tault with other mens’ mans | 
ners while they torget their own; and punish 
where they have nu authority to curreet? If - 
we be not executive in aur huws, ket each man - 
sutfer for his delinquency; or, if we have not 
power, aid us with your assistance, and we 
shall give you thanks. But, iny lords, £ hear 
there is a motion made, that the small monas- 
terics should be given up into the king’s hands, ; 
which makes me tear that it 13 not so much 
the good as the goods of the church that is 
looked after, Truly, ny lords, how this may . 
sound in your ears | cannot tell, but to me it 
appears no otherwise, than as if our holy imo 
ther the church were to becoine @ bondinaid, 
and now brought into servility and thraidoin ; 
and by little and little to be quite banished | 
out of those dwelling-places, which the picty 
and hberality of our toretathers, as wiost boun- 
ful benefactors, have conterved upon her. 
Otherwise, to what tendeth these portentous 
and, curious petitions from the commyns? ‘Lo 
nu other inteut or purpose, but to bring tlie 
clergy in contempt with the Initv, that they 
muy seize their patrimony, But, iny lords, 
beware of yourselves and your country; he- 
ware of your holy mother the Catholic church 5 
the people are subject to novelucs, and Lu- 
theranism spreads itself amongst us. Renicm- 
ber Germany and Bohemia, what miseries are 
befwlen them already; and let our neighbours” . 
houses that are now on fire.teach us to beware 
of our own disasters. Wheretore, my lords, L 
will tell you plainly what F think; that, except , 
ye resist mantully, by youy authoritics, this 
violent heap of uuschicts oitered by the com- 
mons, you shall see all obedience first drawn 
from the clergy, and secondly from yourselves ; 
and if you search into the true causes of ail 
these mischiefs which. reign amongst them, you . 
shall find that they all arise through want of 
faith.” 

The same anthority tclls us, that this speech 

leased or displeased several of the house of” 

ae as they were diverscly inclined to tora. 
ward or flatter the king’s designs. But none. 
made a reply to it, but only the duke of Nor~ 
folk, who said to the bishop, “ my lord of hon 
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‘chester, many of these words might have been 
wel} spared; bur Twist it is often seen that 
the vreatest clerks ure not always the wisest 
men.’ To which the bp. rephed, my lord, 
I do not remember any fools in my time that 
ever proved great clerks.” 
When the commons heard of this speech, 
“they conceived so great indignation against 
the bp. that they immediately sent their 
Speaker, Audley, attended. with a number of 
the members, to complain of it to the king; 
and to jet his maj. know, “ how yricvouly 
they thought themselves injured thereby, for 
charging them with lack of faith, as if they 
had been intidels or heretics,” &c. ‘To satisfy 
the commons, the king sent for the hp. of Ro- 
chester, and demanded of hum why he spoke 
in such a manner? ‘The prelate answered, 
“that being in purl. he spake his mind freely 
in defence of the church, which he saw daily 
injured and oppressed by the common people, 
whose office it was, not to judge of her man- 
ners, much less to retorm them, And there- 
fore he said he thought himself in conscience 
bound to defend her in all that lay within his 
power.” However, the king advised him, 
“to use his words more tempcrately another 
time.” 
‘But the injury the Commons thought they 
had received, by this reflection, was not so 
easily digested; for, one of the members mak- 
ing use of the gospel doctrine so far, says lord 
Herbert, as to take a reasonable liberty to 
judge of things; and being piqued at the bp. 
tor laying it all on © want of faith,’ stood up im 
that house and spoke to this effect (a) :— 
“ Mr. Speaker—lIf none else but the bp. of 
Rochester or his adherents did hold this Jan- 
guage, 1t would less trouble me. But since so 
many religious and different sects, now con- 
spicuous in the whole world, do not only vin- 
dicate unto themselves the name of the true 
church, but labour betwixt invitations aud 
threats for nothing more than to make us re- 
sign our faith to a simple obedicnce; I shall 
crave leave to propose, what I think fit in this 
case for us laiques and secular persons to do. 
Wot that Twill make my opinion any rule to 
others when any better expedient shall be 
offered, but that L would be glad we considered 
hereort, as the greatest affair that doth or may 
concern us, borat in all human actions it be 
hard to tind that medium or even temper which 
- nay keep us from decliing into extremes, it 
will be much more dificult in relizious worship; 
both as the path ts supposed narrower, and the 
recipices More dangerous on every side, And 
feeane each man is created) by God a free 
citizen of the world, and obliged to nothing so 
much as the inquiry of those means by which 
he may attain his everlasting happiness, it will 
be fit to examine to whoye tuition and conduct 
he commit himself. Vor as several teachers, 


(2) Lord Herbert has not given us the name 


of this speaker. Hull says, he was a gentle 
man of Gray’s-inn, 


» 
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not only differing in lanenage, habit, and ceree 
inony, or at least in some of these, but peremp- 
tory and opposite in their doctrines, present 
themselves, much circumspection must be used. 
Here then taking his prospect, he shall tind 
the-e guides directing hin to several ways, 
whereot the 1st yet extends no further than to 
the laws and relizions ot each man’s native soil 
or diocese, without passing those bounds. The 
Qnd, reaching much further, branches itself 
into that diversity of religions and plulosophies, 
that not only are, but have been extant in 
former tines, until he be able to determine 
which is best. But in either of these, no litte 
diticulties will occur. For, if each man ought 
to be secure of al! that is tangbhr at home, with- 
out enquiring further, how cun he answer his 
conscience? When looking abroad, the terrors 
of everlastin¢ damnation shall he denounced on 
him, by the several hierarchies and_ visible 
charches of the world, if he believe any doc- 
trine but theirs. And that, amongst these 
again, sitch able and understanding persons 
may be found, as in all other affairs will equal 
his teachers. Will it be fit that he believe 
God bath inspired his own church and religion 
onlv, and deserted the rest; when yet mau- 
kind is so much of one offspring, that it hath 
not only the same ¢ Pater communis” in God, 


ere so 


hut is come all trom the same carnal ancestors? — 


Shall each man, without more examination, 
believe his priests in what religion snever; and 
when he hath done, call their doctrine his 
faith? On the other side, if he must argue 
controversics before he can be satistied, bow 
much leisure must he obtain? How much 
wealth and,substance must he consume? Huw 
many langfiaves must he learn? And how 
many authors must he read? How many 
aves must he look into? How many faiths 
must he examine? How many expositions must 
he conter, and how many contradictions recoll- 
‘cile? How many countries must he wander 
into, and how many dangers must he run? 
Briefly, would not our lite on these terms be & 
perpetual peregrination ; while cach man post- 
ed into the other’s country to learn the way 0. 
heaven, without yet that he could say at last 
he had known or tried all? What remains then 
to be done? Must he take all that each priest, 
upon pretence of inspiration, would teach bim, 
because it might be so; or, mav he leave al 
because it might be otherwise ? Certainly, to 
embrace all religions, according to their various 
and repugnant rites, tenets, traditions, ant 

faiths, 1s iinpossible, when yet in one age 7 
were not possible, atter incredible pains @n 

expences, to learn out and number them. ‘if 
the other side, to reject all religions aly 
ferently is as impions, there being no nati 
that in some kind or other doth rot worship 
God; so that there will be a necessity 0 a 
tinguish. Not yct that any man will be a i 
upon comparison, to discern which 15 the EC : 
fectest, among the many professed 1n the w te 
world; each of them being of that large extel ’ 
that no mun’s understanding will serve 0 om 


4 
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prebend it in its uttermost latitude and signi- 
fication. But, at least, that every man might 
vmdicate and’ sever in his particular religion, 
the more csseutial and: demonstrative parts 
from the rest, without being moved so much 
at the threats and promises of any other reli- 
gion that would make him obnoxious, as to de- 
part from this way: there being no ordinary 
method so intelligible, ready, and compen- 
dious, tor condneting each man to his desired 
end. Having thus therefore recollected him- 
self, and together implored the assistance of 
that supreme God whom all nations acknow- 
ledge, he must Jabour in the next place to find 
out what inward means )is Providence hath 
delivered, to discern the true not only from the 
false, but even trom the likely and possible ; 
each of them requiring a peculiar scrutiny and 
consideration. Neither shail he fly thus to par- 
dcular reason, which may soon lead him to 
heresy ; but atter.a due separation of the more 
doubtful and controverted parts, shall hold 
himself to common, authentic, and universal 
truths, and consequently inform himself, what 
im the several articles proposed to him is so 
taught, as it is first written in the heart, and to- 
pether delivered in‘ all the laws and religions 
he can hear of in the whole world: this cer- 
tainly can never deceive him; since therein he 
shall find out how far the impressions of Gad’s 
wisdom and guodness are extant in all man- 
kind, and to what degrees his universal Provi- 
dence hath dilated itself; while thus ascending 
to God by the same steps he descends ‘ta us, 
he cannot fail to encounter the divine majesty. 
Neither onght it to trouble him if he find these 
truths variously complicated with dithculties 
or errors; since, without insisting on more 
points than what are clearly agreed on every 
side, it will be his part to reduce them into 
method and order; which also is not hard, 
they being but tew, and apt tur connection : 
so that it will concern our several tenchers to 
imitate us in this doctrine, betore they comc 
to any particular direction; lest otherwise they 
do like those who would persuade us to re- 
nounce day-light to study only by their candle. 
It will be worth the labonr, assuredly, to en- 
quire how far these universal notions will 
guide us, before we commit ourselves to any 
af their abstruse and scliolastic mysteries, or 
supernatural and private reyelations. Not yet 
but that they also may. challenge a just piace 
in our belief, when they are delivered upon 
warrantable testimony; but that they cannot 
be understood as so indifferent and infallible 

rinciples for the instruction of all mankind,— 
Fhus, among many supposed inferior and ques- 
, tonable deities, worshipped in the 4 quarters 
of the world, we shail tnd one chief so taught 
¥s, as ahove others ta be highly reverenced.— 
Among many rites, ceremonies, volumes, &c. 
delivered us as instraments or parts of his wor- 
ship, he shall find virtue so eminent, as it alone 
concludes and sums up the rest. Insomuch 


as there is no sacrament which-is not finally | 


sesolved into it; goad life, charity, faith ia and | 
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love of God, being such necessary and essential 
parts of religion, that all the rest are finally 
closed and determined in them.~-Among the 
many expiauons, lustrations, and propitiations’ 
for eur sins, taught in the several quarters of 
the world in sundry times, we sbull find thay. 
none doth avail vithout hearty sorrow for our 
sHis, and a true repentauce towards God, 
whom we have oflended.—aAnd lastly, anudst 
the divers places and manners of reward and 
punishment, which toriner ages have delivered, 
we shall tind God’s justice aud mercy not so 
limited, but that he can extend cither of them. 
even bevond death, and consequently recom 
pence or chastise cternally. ‘These, theretore,. 
us universal and undoubted truths, should, im 
ny opinion, be figst received : they wil at leust 
keep us froin impiety and atheism, and together 
lay a tonndation ror God’s service and the hope 
ofa better lite. Besides, it will reduce men’s 
mnnds froin uncertain and coutroverted puimts 
toa solid practice of virtue; or when we tall 
trom it, to an unfeigned repentance ands pur 
pose through Gou’s grace to amend our sintul. 
hte; without making pardon so easy, cheap, or 
inercenary, as some of them do. Lastly, 1 will 
dispose us to a general concord and peace ¢ 
tor when we are agreed concerning these eternal 
causes and means of onr salvation, wisy should 
we somuch differ tor the rest? Since as these 
principles exclude nothing of iaith or tradition, 
in what age or manner soever it invervened 5 
each nation may be permitted the beter of ang 
pious miracle that conduceth to God's glory ; 
without that, on this occasion, we anced to 
scandalize or offend each other. The common 
truths in religion, formerly mentioned, being 
firmer bonds of umty, than that any thing 
emergent out of traditions, whether written or . 
unwritten, should dissolve them. Let: us there- 
fore establish and tix these catholic or universal 
notions; they will not hinder us to beheve 
whatsoever else is faithfully taught upon 
the authority of the church. So thu whether 
the eastern, western, northern, or soutier 
teachers, &c. and particularly whether my 
lord of Rochester, Luther, Eccius, Zuing- 
lus, Erasmus, Melancthon, &c. be in the right, 
we laicks may sa build tipon these catholic and 
infallibie grounds of religion, as whatsoever 
supcrstructures of faith be raised, these fouuda< 
tlons yet may support them.” 
Reformation on foot.) This speech was dif 
ferently taken also ly those who were still 
friends or enemics to the church of Rone. 
However, the majority heing of the latter opi- 
nion, a Reformation in Religion was resolved. 
upon, as far as was consistent with the esta, 
blished laws of the kingaom, These things, 
says Hall, against the power of the Clergy, be- 
fore this tame, durst not be attemptcd or cver: 
talked of, unless a man would run the hazard 
of being judged an heretic, and lose all that. 
he had. For, as the- bps. were always chan- 
cellors, and had the sole rule about the king, 
no man durst presume to attempt any thing 


contrary to the wuls and advantage. Bus 
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now on act was made to settle the Fees for 
Probats of Wills, and for Mortuaries. More- ! 


ever, spiritual persons were ubridged from | 


taking of farms, and from pluralities of livings, | 

unless they were quaiified ty certain university | 

degrees, or by the nobility, to whom a coin 

aioe number of chaplains were assigned. | 
on-residenge also then very usual, was for- 

bidden, except in some cases; the rest 
lained and interpreted. 

Lhe Keng’s Debts.} There was another bill - 
passed in this parl. bearing in its preamble the 
highest flattery of the great things the king had 
done for the church and nation, in which he 
had been at vast expences: that divers of his 
subjects had lent great sums of money, which 
had been all well employed in the public ser- 
vice; and whereas the lenders had security 
for the payment, the parl. did offer all these 
sums, so lent to the king, and discharged him 
of all the obligations or assignments made for 
their payment, and of all suits that might arise 
therewpop.—lo quality this proceeding, the 
king thought fit to grant a free pardon to his 
subyccts for all offences, some capital ones ex- 
cepted, And, to keep the Clergy still under 
the rod, all transgressions against the statute 
of Premunire, &c. were excepted, which fell 
mpoen them severely afterwards. . 

Letter from the Parl. to the Pope in favour 
of Q. Catherine’s Divorce.] Bp. Burnet ob- 
serves, that there had been-yreat industry used 
mm managing elections for this parl.; and they 
were so successful in returning such members 
as the king wanted, that he was resolvcd tu 
continue ay till they had done his work ; 
both in the affair of the Divorce, and the bu- 
siness of the Reformatiqn. Some of the spiri- 
tuality also ran on with the stream, not know- 
ing then where it would carry them; a plain 
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instance of this is their joining with the tem- 
poral lords and commons, in a Letter or De- 
claration to the Pope, under their hands and 
seals, concerning abuses in the church. It 
was the first thing they went upon, at their 
Next mecting in parl. which happened accord- 
ing to prorogation, July 30, 1530. The Letter 
itself, as taken trom the Records, is preserved 
by lord Herbert, with the pope's Answer to it 
m the original language. Bishop Kennet, in 
his edition of that book, has given us the fol- 
Jowing translation of them :— _ 3g 

*¢ Most blessed father; althouvh the cause 
concerning the Marriage of the most invin- 
cible prince our sovereign lord the -king of 
England and France, does for sundry great 
and weighty reasons of itself, require and dex 
mam your holiness’s assistance, that it may 
be brought to that speedy end and determi- 
nation, which we with so great and earnest 
desires have wished; and with so very great, 
though very vain expectations, have Iqng look- 
ed for from your haliness: we could not ne- 
vertheless prevail with aursclves to keep si- 
lence herem any longer, especially since our 
kingdom and the affairs thereof suffer so much, 
qnd are brought ite so great danger through 


the unseasonable delay of sentence herein; - 
so that since his maj. our head, and by cou- 
sequence the hfe of us all, and we in his 
words, as subject-members, by a just union 
annexed to the head, have with great earnest- 
ness prayed your holiness, but prayed in yain, 
we ure by the greatness of our grief, forced 
separately and distinctly by these our letters, 
most-humbly to intreat your speedy determi- 
nation hereof, The justice of the cause itself, 
approved of by the opinions of the most 
learned men every where, and determined by 
the decrees of the most famous universities in 
the world, and esteemed and judged most 
righteous by all persons either in England, 
France or Italy, who are most eminent for their 
learning, might so far prevail, as that your 
holiness, though no body intreated it, nay, 
though some opposed it, should with your own | 
voice and authority, contirm that sentence 
which has so universally been pronounced just ; 
especially when your determination of this 
cause is a piece of justice done to that king 
and Saeien which upon so many sevcral 
accounts have deserved well of the apostolical 
see. Although intreatics to you herein seem 
not to be necessarvy however we make them, 
as persons overborn with troubles, who in: 
dulge their grief, and frequently pour forth 
repeated und unnecessary prayers: but smce 
your holiness is not to be prevailed upon, 
either by the justice of the cause, the remem- 
brance of the good services you have always 
found, or by the earnest aud continued re- 
quests of the best of princes, to do that which 
mizht be expected from your paternal love 
and attection alone, our grief is by the remem- 
brance of our iniseries and calamities increased 
to that immense degree, that it overspreads the 
whole body of the realm, and gives a voice of 
complaint to each member of it, forcing them 
both by their words, and in their letters, to lay 
before your holiness this their insupportable 
grievance, For how great a misfortune is it, 
that what our own two universitics, the univer- 
sity of Paris, as well as many others in France, 
what almost all men of learning, knowledge 
and integrity, both at home and abroad have 
determined and athmned to be true, and the 
truth of which they are ready to defend and 
support both in their discourses and writings ; 
yet cannot a confirmation of this so universally 
acknowledged truth, be obtained troin the 
holy apostolical see by that prince, by whose 
support and assistance that see still keeps and 
preserves its authority, which has been shaken 
and undermined by so many, and so powerful 
aulversaries; till he withstood and opposed 
their designs partly by his sword, partly by his 
pen, at other times by his commands and au- 
thority, supporting that power and authority. 
of the church from whence others are enabled 
to obtain those mighty advantages from which 
he now finds himself only excluded, What. 
answer can be made hereto we see not; and 
yet we see that from hence a flood of miseries. 
ig flowing in upon the cammonwealth, and 4 
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.tort of deluge of calamities overwhelining us, 
from the disputes about succession; which 
-will svon overtake us, never to be settled 
without infinite slaughter and effusion of bluod. 
We now have a king inost eminent four his vir- 
tues, scated upon the throne of his ancestors, 
by night undoubted and unquestionable, who 
- would entail lasting peace and uninterrupted 
tranquillity on his realms, if he leaves a son to 
. succeed him from lawful and true marriage ; 
“nor will that be possible, uess your holiness 
will by your authority, pronounce the same 
sentence concerning his tormer marriage, which 
so many learned nen have already delivered. 
- But it your holiness, whom we justly call our 
father, shall, by refusing to comply herein, 
esteem us as Cast-u-ways, and resolved to leave 
us orphans, we can make no other construction 
of it, but that the care of ourselves is com- 
mitted to our own hands, and that we are left 
‘to seek our remedy elsewhere. But that we 
may never be driven to these extremities, we 
beg your holiness without delay, or farther 
loss of time, to assist these his maj.’s most 
. Just and reasonable desires ; we most earnestly 
intreat a contirmation of the judgment of these 
most learned meu, humbly inploring, that for 
the sake of that mutual love, aid that paternal 
attection which your pastoral ofice recuires 
you to shew us, not to shut up your bowels of 
pity and compassion against us, your most du- 
utul, most loving, most obedient sons. ‘The 
case of his mast sacred maj. is the case of us 
all; since the head cannot sutler, but the 
. members must bear a part; the grief arising 
heretrom, and the injury suffered hereby, docs 
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equally alfect us, who bear our proportion of. 


all his maj.’s afflictions ; the remedy of which, 
as it must proceed wholly from your holiness’s 
power, so is itaduty necessarily arising from 
your paternal authority and aflection: which 
remedy, if vour holiness shall retuse or delay 
to grant, our condiuon will mdeed herein be 
more iniserable, that so long we have fruitlessly 
. and in vam sought redress, but it will not be 
wholly desperate, since it is possible to find 
relief some other way. Desperate remedics 
indeed are not without extremity to be ap- 
plied; but he that is sick will by any means 
get nid of his distemper: in the change of our 
miseries there is some comfort, when it we can- 
_ hot obtain pertect relief, yet we may chane 
our condition tor that which is less athictiny, 
- and more tolerable. That your holiness would 
be pleused to take these things mto your most 
serious consideration, we do again and again 
beseech you for our lord Jesus Christ’s sake, 
. whose vicar on earth you stile yourself; and 
- that you would now conform your actions to 
that title, by pronouncing your sentence to 
- the glory and praise of God, and thereby giv- 
- Ing your testimony and sanction to that truth, 
which has been exainined, approved, and after 
- much. deliberation confirmed by the most 
. learned men of ali nations, In the mean time 
- we will beseech God, whom we infallibly know 


to be truth, that he would vouchsafe s0 to in- 
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form and direct your holiness’s deliberations 
herein, that having by your holiness’s autho~ 
rity a confirmation of what is just, righteous 
and true, we may thercin rest satisfied, and be 
{rece from the trouble of seeking to attain this 


end by other means.” 
1. Archbishops. 
Thomas cardinal of 
York . 
Wm. of Canterbury. 
. 2. Dukes. 
Thos. of Nortolk 
Charles of Sutfolk 
3. wMarquesses. 
T. of Dorset 
H. of Excter 
4. Earls. 
Wn. of Arundel 
Jo. of Oxtord : 
H. of Northumberland 
Ralph of Westmore- 
land 
George of Shrewsbury 
Henry ot Essex 
Edward of Derby 
H. of Worcester 
Thomas of Rutland 
Henry of Cumberland 
Robert of Sussex - 
George of Huntington 
G. of Kildare 
5. Bishons, 
Robert of Cirencester 
John of Carlisle 
John of Lincoln 
Richard of St. David’s 
6. Burons. 


Signed by 
Wim. Mountjoy 
Christopher Conyers 
Henry Daubeney. 
T. Darcy — , 
T. Monteagle 
Wm. Sandys 
Jo. Husey 
Andrew Windsor 
7 Abbots. 
Jo. of Westminster 
Jo. of Bury St. Edmund 
Rich. of Gastoubury 
William of Gloucester 
Thomas of Abingdom 
Hugh of Reading 
Edward of York 
Jo. of Peterborough 
Jo. of Ramsey 
Jo. of Croyland 
Ro. of Thorney 
Ro. of Selby 
Ro. of Selby 
Win. of Bardney 
Win. of St. Bennet de 
Hulme ; 
Thos. of St. John b 
Colchester 
Jo. of Hyde 
Clement of Evesham 
Richard of Malmsbury 
Rd. of Winchelcomb 


Robert of St, Crux of 
Waltham 

Jo. of Cirencester 

. Henry of Tewksbury 

8. Anights and Duc- 
tors in Parliament, 

William Fitazwilliams 

Henry Guildrord 

Stephen Gardiner 

Jo. Gage 

Wilham Kingston 

Bryan Tuke 


Henry Montague 
G. Rochtord 
Win. Weston 
E. Abergavenny 
J. Audley 
{lenry Scroope 
Thos, Dacres 
Thos, La Ware 
Wm. Dacre 
Thos. Barkley 
Henry Morley 
George Cobham 


Richard Lativer Richard Sacheverell 
Edward Stourton Richard Sampson 
Jo. Fitzwarren Edward Lee 

Jo. Semers Richard Woelman 
Jo. Lumley Ju. Bettat. 


To which Clement returned this Answer. 

“ To our venerable brethren the abps. and 
bps. and tu our beloved sons the abbots, no- 
blemen, dukes, marqucsses, earls, barons, 
knizhts and doctors assembled together in 
parl. in England: Clement VII. pope: 

“ Vencrable brothers and beloved sons, health 
be to you, and apostolical benediction. There , 
are many expressions in your letter, bearing 
date July 13,. which we received some days 
azo, which we could not have thought well of, 
did we not wholly impute them to the great 
duty and tender affection which you bew to 


~ 


‘ 


sit} 


our most dear son in Christ your king. We 
shall therefore, without taking those things 
amiss, scdately answer your letter, that you 
may thereby learn with how little reason you 
-have complained of us, and that your private 
duty and afection to your king, ought not to 
extend so fur, as to justify your accusing us of 
tavo gricvous offences, ingratitude to his high- 
ness, and denial of justice. We do acknow- 
ledge that your king has deserved all that your 
Ictter mentions; nay, even much more, that 
the remembrance of his many meritorious ac- 
tions towards the apostolical see, will not only 
~ hive fresh in our memories, but be transmitted 
down to latest posterity, We cannot but 


own likewise, that not only with respect to. 


our office and character in the church, but also 
in our own private person, we owe so much to 
his highness’s Affection, as we shall scarce ever 
be able tu recompence. As to what relates to 
the nag es concerning the marringe be- 
tween his highness and qucen Catherine, we 
have been so far from disappuinting the king’s 
expectation therein by denying him justice, 
that we have,even laid under the censure of the 
other party, and have been thought partial, 
und too much inclined to favour his majesty’s 
desires herein. But to give you a more unde- 
niable proof of our constant affection to your 
king, it will be necessary to.mention what has 
some time since passed: when first, about 3 
‘years since, ins maj.’s ambassadors laid this 
cause befure us, we committed it to the deter- 
mination of our beloved sons Thos. abp. of 
York our legate in England,: cardinal Sancte 
Cecilie, and Laurence Cainpejus, cardinal 
Sancte Mane trans Tiberi our legate de la- 
tere, who were both in your kingdom, «and 
upon the spot to examine into the matter; 
whereby, as far as we are able, we satisfied 
his highness’ desires. But when the quecn 
began to suspect them as partial judges, and 
on the acconnt of some grievances she bad im- 
sed on her by the said legates, had appealed 
rom them to the apostolical tribunal, and had 
on fier part appointed procturs to prasecute 
the said appeal at Rome, even then our great 
inclination to his maj.’s service was sufficiently 
evidenced. For although we could not in this 
eause deny the queen a commission of appex!, 
yet seeking rather that this controversy might 
be finished by the agrecable methods of peace 
and concord, than by course of law, we framed 
several delays in granting our commission of 
appeal in the said cause, under pretence that 
this being a cause of the highest nature, must 
therefore be brought before the consistory. 
After this we held frequent consultation with 
our most venerable brethren their eminences 
the -cardinals, whereby this affuir was. still 
farther put off; till at length by the unanimous 
vote of all the cardmals it was concluded, that 
a commission of appeal in this cause could 
‘not be refused. It was thereiure appointed to 
be examined, heard, and in the bee consistory 
by us to be finally determined. Since which 
ne lawful protor has appeared on the king’s 
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part, to set forth his maj. pretensions cither in 


writing, or by word of mouth, from whence. it 


‘is that this canse could not receive its deter- 


mination. Since it must be decided according 
to what 13 alledged, and by witnesses proved; 
not according to favour and affectiun. There 
is therefore no reason why this deferring our 
sentence of determination, of which you com- 
plain, should be ascribed to us; and your 
complaint herein seems to us the more strange, 
because his maj. ambussadors in several places, 
particularly at Bononia, did request and solicit 
this delay of sentence from us, contrary to the 
inclination and demand of the queen’s proctars 
herein. Since therefore we have no ways hin- 
dered this cause frog being determined, after 
mature examination, and due consideration of 
all the circumstances of it, we sce. not on what 
reasons these your complaints are grounded ; 
unless you will venture to say, that the scr- 
vices which his maj. has shewn us and the 
apustolical see are such, that the cause should 
be determined in bis favour, without regard 
had either to right or justice; for that must be 
the meaning of your words, when you say that 
sentence ought to be given by us, though no 
body intreated it, nay, though some opposed 
it in this case, which has been adjudg just 
by all the learned in England, France and 
Italy, and by the decrees of so many univer- 
sities: which words to us seem not to proceed 
trom your usual prudence and modesty; since 
we sec not with what reason you can desire, 
that we should in a cause of the greatest mo- 
ment give sentence, though none intreated it, 
nay, though some opposed it; when-~on the 
other side is alledged the great scandal aad 
offence that all christians would take, at a 
scntence of Divorce from a Marriage which 
has continued so many years, which was con- 
tracted by dispensation from the holy see, at 
the request of his most excellent majesty 
Henry VII. and the most catholic king Fer 
dinand; from whence the queen has had 
so many children born, and sull has a 
daughter living; contrary to the opinion of 
several doctors (which you urge also on 
your behalf) and those very learned and 
grave men, and who confirm their judgment 
both by the laws of God, and by a nts 
taken not only from the Latins, but isk sewise 
derived from the Jewish law: notwithstandi 
all which we kept ourselves unbiassed, inchne 
to favour neither side, but to hear both, look- 
ing on this most extraordinary cause, not only 
to concern the whole christian world, but alo 
to belong to all posterity. As for the opinions 
of learned men, and the decrees of universities, 
which you mention, few of them have come to 
our notice, shewn us not in proper form by 
our ambassadors, nor in the name of the 
ing exhibited; and those were but bare opi- 
pions of those men, alledging no reasons for 
their determinations, nor. supporting them by 
any authority from scmpture, or the canons, 
which herein ought only to prevail. Where- 
fore, to demand that we should rasbly, end 
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without due consideration, determing any thing 
hereia iu his maj.’s favour, is a thing neither 
nghteous in itself, nor agreeable to your wis- 
dom. For although we owe much to his 
highness, yet in executing judgment we, must 
pecessarily much more regerd hin, by whom 
kings reign, and princes ee justice; and 
further, jt is the duty of a good father, te take 
care that by over fondness he do not tao much 
indulge his children: besides, we should not 
only entangle our own, but also his highness’s 
conscience, by sych an hasty and inconsiderate 
bentence, which, if thus unduly given, would 
at hes dangerous example, greatly damage the 
whole christian world. As for chiae deluge of 
calamities, which you fear is impending over 
your kingdom, sure it were snuck more to be 
feared, if we should rashly hasten that sen- 
tence which oyght calmly to proceed in the 
straight way of justice and reason; thereby 
violayng both our own duty, and departing 
from the rules of justice through too great 
favour and affection to your king. You can- 
not with more earnest desire wish his maj. a 
son, than we do, and that not only his high- 
ness, but all christian princes had sons like so 
great a king, the inheriters not only of their 
realms, but of such princely virtues; but we 
are nat in the stead of God, that we can give 
chiudren. As to what you say, that we are 
unwilling to confirm, by our authority, a truth 
concerning the former marriage, which by so 
many learned men in the kingdom is agreed 
upon; we are truly willing to yratity his high- 
ness in all things, wherein we are able by our 
authority, but then our ability cannot exvend 
to those things which will destroy that autho- 
Fity, as it would if we should judicially give 
sentence contrary to the due course of law in 
any thing. As for what you mention in the 
end of your letter, that unless we grant your 
request herein, you shall imagine that the care 
of yourselves is remitted into your own hands, 
and that you are left at liberty to seek remedy 
berein elsewhere; this is a resolution neither 
worthy of your prudence, nor becoming your 
christianity: and we do therefore of our ta- 
therly love, exhort You to abstain from any 
such rash attempt: though it would be no 
fault of the physician, if the patient weary of 
his distemper, should rashly and unadvisedly 
venture upon measures destructive to his 
health; we indeed never denied you such 
temedies as might with safety be given, and 
with advantage received; for ‘ who is weak, 
and I am not weak; who is offended, acd 1 
burn not? I write not these things to shame 
ou, bat as my beloved sons I warn you.’ 
e€ cannot imagine that bis maj. on whose 
accoumt you write, can approve your writing 
in this manner; for we know, and are so fully 
aequainted with his honour and integrity, that 
we are assured he would not accept of any 
thing that is unjust, although it were offered 
him ; and although your intercession is in all 
cases of great power and prevalence with us, 
a? os love and affection to his highness 
OL. 4» 
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such, as to necd neither the intreaty nor souli- 
citation of any persons whatever to influeace 
or quicken it; and as we never remember that 
hie ucts has ever yet nade his request to 
us, and received a denial, where it could be 
granted with satety to our own, and the honour 
of the apostolical see; so we shiall always shew 
him the same regard and good will. Lastly, 
As to the present cause, we shall give no hin- 
drance or delay to its decision, so that when 
it is ready for examination, and all the cir- 
cumstances of it have been heard, it shall be 
brought to a speedy determination and final 
conclusion; being earuestly desirous to free 
your king and qucen, and our ownselves from 
this most troublesome atfair. But this we 
must desire of his highness, and of your good- 
ness, that you would not require more from 
us, by reason of his maj.’s great descrvings of 
us, than we can without otfcuding Gud per- 
form; and then you may assure ygurselves of 
all the good offices which can be expected 
from us, considering the person and ofhce we 
bear, and the justice we are indispensably 
bound to admwister. Given at st. Feter’s, 
Rome, under the seal of the tisherman, Sept. 27, 
1530, in the 7th year of our Pontificate.” 

This answer had very little effect on the 
minds of those who were before resolved to 
abrogate the pope’s supremacy in England, 
and strip the church of its overgrown posses- 
sions. We read of no other business done at. 
this session than the writing and sending the 
letter to the pope; and it was not til] Jan. 
1531, that any statutes were made for the ge- 
neral good of the nation. 

Debate on the King’s Pardon.| On the 6th 
of which month, being again assembied, the 
first thing we find was, that a pardon for all 
spiritual persons, signed by the king’s own 
hand, was sent to the lords, who, in a short 
time after, passed the bill, and sent it to the 
commons. When it was read in that house, 
many froward persons, says Hall, would in no 
wise conseut to vote for the bill, unless that 
all men might be included in the pardon; ar- 
guing, that every man who had any thing to 
do with the cardinal were in the same case. 
To this it was answered, by the wiser sort, 
that they would not compel the king to give 
them his pardon; and besides, it was unchari- 
tably done in them to seek to hurt the clergy, 
and do themselves no good. They rather ad- 
vised the house to consent to the bill, and af- 
terwards to make suit to the king for their par- 
don. But this was not agreed to; and it was 
resolved to send the Speaker to the king in 
the first place, before they would pass the bill. 
Accordingly, sir Tho. Audley, Speaker of the 
commons, with a number of members along 
with him, waited on his maj. aud declared to 
him, ‘that his faithful commons sore lament. 
ed and bewailed their chance, in having occa- 
sion to think or imagine themselves out of his 
favour, because he liad granted his most gra- 
cious pardon to his spiritual subjects on the 
ie nak and not to them. Wherefore they 
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most humbly besought his maj. out of his 
wonted goodness and clemency, to include 
them in the sane pardon.” The king, adds 
_ Hall, wisely answered, “ that he was their 
prince and sovcreign lord, and that they ought 
not to restrain him of his liberty, nor to com- 
pe! him to shew his mercy; for it was at his 
own pleasure, ether to use the extremity of 
his laws, or to mitigate and pardon the same. 
‘Wherefore, since they had denied to consent 
tothe pardon of the spiritual persons, which, 
he said, he might give without their consent, 
under his great seal, he would be well advised 
before he pardoned them; because he would 
not have it look us if he was compelled to do 
it.” Upon this resolute answer, the commons 
departed. Some of the members attnbuted 
this usage to Thos. Croinwell, who was: just 
then taken into the king’s favour, and said, 
that he had disclosed the secrets of the house. 
However, the king did not sufter them to con- 
tinue long in their sorrow; for soon after, of 
‘his own motion, a pardon was drawn up, and 
sicned, which Ins maj. seut to the commons by 
Christopher Hales, esq. his attorney peal 
which was soon assented to by that house, 
The commons returned their most humble 
thanks; “and much praised his maj.’s judy- 
ment, in that he had denied a pardon to them 
when they had unworthily demanded it; and 
had granted it when he perceived they were so 
‘sorrowful and penitent.” aos 
Proceedings on the Divorce.] Wall further 
tells us, that on the 30th of March, the lord 
chancellor, and a committee of 12 more spi- 
ritual and temporal lords, went to the com- 
mons, where the lord chancellor spoke to them 
to this effect: * You of this worshipful house ; 
Tam sure you be not so ignorant but you know 
well that the kyng our soveraizn lorde hath 
maried his brother's wyfe; for she was both 
wedded and bedded with his brother, prince 
‘Arthur, and therefore you may surcly sny that 
he hath maried his brother’s wvte, if this ma- 
‘ringe be good, as so many clerkes do doubt. 
Wherctore the kyng, lke a virtuous prince, 
willme to be satisiied in his-conscierce, and 
‘also fur the surctie of his realme, hath with 
great deliberation consulted with creat clerkes, 
and hath sent my lord of London, here pre- 
‘sent, to the cheife universities of all Christen- 
‘dume, to know their opinion and judgment in 
that behalf! And although the universities of 
Cambrvge and Oxforde had been sutheient. to 
‘discusse the cause, yet, because they be in his 
realme, and to avovde all suspicion of partiality, 
‘he hath sent into the reahne of France, Italy, 
‘the pope’s dominions, and Venetians, to know 
their judgment in that behalf; which have 
concluded, written, and sealed them deterni- 
“nations, accordyng as you shall heare red.”— 
Then sir Brvan Tuke took out of a box 12 
writings sealed, and read them before the 
‘honse, as they were translated into the Eng- 
‘hish tongue. Next follows. in Hall, the judg- 
“ment of the forcien universities: which were 
.those of Pars, Orleans,-Anjou, Bruges, Bono- 
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mia, and Padua, at length. These are some: 
what foreign to our purpose; we shall there- 
fore content ourselves with observing, that the 
question put to these Icarned socicties was, 
“‘ whether the pope’s dispensation for a bro- 
ther’s marrying a brother’s wile, after consum- 
mation with her former husband, was valid or 
not?” Which, as the question was stated, 
they all gave in the negative. These deters 
minations being all read in the house, there 
were produced above 100 different books, 
wrote by foreigu civilians and divines, against 
the lawfulness of the marriage. Then the 
chancellor again said, ‘* now you of this com- 
men house mny reporte in your countries what 
you have seene and heard; and then all men 
shall openly perceyve that the kyng hath not 
attempted this matter of wyll or pleasure, as 
some straungers reporte, but only for the dis- 
charge of Ins conscience, and suretie of the 
succession of his realme. This is the cause ot 
our repayre hyther to you, and now we wyl 
depurte.”—For the titles of the acts passed in 
this session, see the List at the end of this 
reign. 

The Commons? Remonstrance against the 
Clergy.| Onthe 15th of Jan, 1532, the same 
parl. sat again: and, to shew what effect the 
pope’s answer to their letter had had upon 
them, the first thing they went upon in this 
4th session, was to exhibit a complaint in the 
commons against the Clergy, in regard to theit 
Ordinaries; for calling men before them, ‘ex 
officio,’ and charging them with heresy, with- 
out producing their accusers. Which was the 
more grievous to the public, because the party 
so cited must cither abjure or be burned for 
an heretic. ‘This and other complaints for es- 
actions done by the Clergy in their ecclesiasti- 
cal courts, were long debated in the commons; 
at last it was concluded and resolved, that all 
these grievances should be put in writing, and 
presented to the king, And on the 18th ot 
March, the Speaker, accompanied with divers 
knights of shires and burgesses, went into the 
king’s presence, und there declared to lim 
how the Jaity was sore Inid on by the cruel de- 
meanor of the prelates and their ordinaries, 
who spared neither their bodies nor goods. 
Then he delivered to his maj. a schedule ot 
their grievances in writing; and humbly be- 
seeched him to take such order, in that case, 
as to lis most hich wisdom seemed most con- 
venient. He further besought the king to 
consider what fatigue, charge, and cost his 
humble subjects of the lower house had sus- 
tained, since the begmning of this. part; and 
that it would please bis may. out of his prmeely 
benignity, to dissolve it, that his subjects 
might retire home to their own countries, - 

When the kinz heard their Petition, he 
paused a while, and then suid, “ It is not the 
ottice of a king, whois a judge, to be too casy 
of belief; nor have I vet, nor will I use the 
same ; for I will hear the party accused speak 
before I give sentence. Your schednle cot- 
tains several articles of great and weighty mat 
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ters; and, as I perceive, is against the prelates 
and spiritual persons of our realm. —This,thing 
you desire a redress of and reformation ; which 
desire is clean contrary to the Inst part of your 
petitiog ; for there you require to have the 
parl. dissolved and to depart into your own 
countries ; and yet you would have a refor- 
mation of your grievances with all diligence. 
Notwithstanding your fatigue and charge hath 
been great in tarrying here, I assure vou mine 
hath been no less than your's; and yet all the 
pains I take for your welfare is to me a plea- 
sure. Theretore, if you expect any benefit in 
your complaints, you must stay the time or else 
depart without remedy. I much commend 
you that you will not contend or stand in strife 
with the Clergy, who are your christian bre- 
thren ; but much more you ought not, [ think, 
to contend with me, who am your sovereign 
lord and king, considering, that I seek peace 
and quictness of you. I have sent to you a 
bill concerning wards and primier seisin, in 
which things [am greatly wronged; in this I 
have offered you reason, as I think, and as the 
lords do too, for they have passed the bill and 
set their hands to it. Theretore I do assure 
yon, if you will not take a reasonable thing 
when it is offered, I will search aut the extre- 
mity of the law; and ‘then will I not otter you 
so Ynuch again.” 

‘The reason the king mentioned the matter 
in the conclusion of his speech to them was 
this; 1¢ was then become a custom for men to 
make teotlments of their lands to their uses; 
and in their wills to settle their lands with 
such remainders, that not only the king but all 
other lords lost their wards, marriages, and re- 
liefs. ‘The king also lost his primier seisin and 
the profit of the liverv, which was to hima 

reat Joss.  Whercture,” says Hall, “ he 
ike an indifferent prince, not willing to take 
all nor to lose all, caused a bill to be drawn 
by his learned counoil, in which it was devised, 
that every man might bequeath half his land, 
so that he Ict the other half go to the heir by 
descent. When this bill came before the 
commons, the ignorant members opposed it 
mightily, aud spoke very disrespectfully of the 
king’s council about it: but the wiscr sort, 
who saw und understood the mischiet to came, 
would gladly have had the bill to pass; or at 
the least, to have the king assured of a -tth 
part. Which offer, Hail says, he himself was 
eredibly informed, the king would have taken; 
but some wilful people wauld neither agree to 
the bill, as the lords had done, nor to any rea- 
sonable qualitication of the same. This they 
svon after much repented of; fur the king 
culled together the judges and the ablest law- 
yers, and they disputed the matter in chan- 
cery, and agreed that land could nat be be- 
queathed by will, by the custom of the com- 
mon law. Whereupen an act was inade, that 
no man imight bequeath his land or any part of 
wz. = Which act sore grieved such lords and 
gentlemen who had many children to provide 
far, and shawed the simple what mischief 
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they had brought on themselves by blindness 
and obstinacy.” 

About this time the parl. was prorogued to 
the 10th of April; and, teing once more met, 
the lord chance. with the dukes of Nortolk and 
Suffolk, the carls of Arundel, Oxtord, North- 
umberland, Wiltshire and Sussex, were sent by 
the Lords tao the Commons; when, being sat 
down, the Jord chance. declared to them, 
“That the king had been intormincd by his 
council, and especially bv the duke of Nortuik, 
that on the marshes Letween Engand and 
Scotland were very few towns or habitatians 
on the English side, but on the other rany ; 
so that the Scots inhabited up to the very 
borders: for which reason they invaded Eny- 
land several times, and did the king’s subjects 
much hurt and displeasure, ‘Vhat, in order ta 
remedy this, his maj. intended to build villazes 
and houses on this side; and also to renew 
several piles und stops to hinder these inviae 
sions, to the great convenience uf all the intas 
bitants thereabouts. But, as this thing could 
not be dene without much expesice, the lords, 
considering the king’s good intent in it, had 
agreed to allow some reasonabic aid towards 
it, and prayed the commons to consult about 
the same.” Which said, they all withdrew. 
The commons took this afiair into consideras - 
tion, and unanimously voted the king a 15th, 
tu support the expence;-but it was not cous 
cluded this session: far, says Hall, a plague 
suddenly breaking out at Westminster, the 
parl. was prorogued to the next year. 

In April 1533, the same parl. met again, 
when the affair of the Divorce begun now 
again toa be canvassed. ‘The already repudi- 
uted qucen wanted not those who defended 
her cause publicly, bath in bovks and sermons; 
the chief of which were Jahn Fisher, bp. of 
Rochester, and ‘Tho. Abel, her chaplain. The 
pope had also made his last attack on Henry's 
conscience, by a anild expustylating leticr,: 
kindly exhorting him to put uway -Anne Boleyn, 
and take again Catherine, lus lawful wite. 
Buc allthis had no effect on Heury, who being 
told that one ‘Temse, a member of the house 
of commons, had made #& motion this session, 
‘ that they should all petition the king to take 
his qucen again 3” he sent tor sir Tha. Audley, 
their Speaker, and talked to him to this edect: 
“That he wondered any amunyst them should 
meddle in businesses, which could vot property 
be determined in their house, But for this 

articular it concerned his soul so much, that 
re Many times wished the marriage had been 
guod; yet, since the doctors of the universities 
had generally declared it unlawful, he could 
do no less shan abstain from her coupany. 
He therefore desired them to take this as the: 
true reason, without imputing tt to any wan- 
ton appetite: since, being in the 4ist yeur of 
his age, it might justly be presumed such mo- 
tions were not so strung um himius formerly, 
That they oight the. better understand this, he. 
told them he had inforined himself from alk 
parts of Christendom coucernisg strange mars 


! 
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riuges; and that, except in Spain add Portu- 
gal, no man had done so much as marry two 
sisters, if the first was carnally known. But, 
for a brother to marry 4 brother's wife, was a 
thing so abhorred amongst all nations, that he 
never heard that any christian ever did so but 
himself. He wished them therefore to believe, 
that his conscience was much troubled about 
it.” 

Some time after, the king sent for the 
Speaker again, to give him the answer which 
the clergy had delivered in, ee to the 
compiaints the commons had exhibited against 
them in the last session. The king himself 
seemed not at all pleased with it; and further 
told them, “ he had found that the clergy of 
his realm were but his half subjects, or scarce 
sv much; every bp. or abbot, at the entering 
into his dignity, taking an oath to the pore» 
derogatory to that of their fidelity to the king ; 
which contradiction he desired his parl. to 
consider on, and take it away.” Whereupon, 
says lord Herbert, these two oaths being rend 
in the house, and considered, they so handlcd 
the business then, that it occasioned a final 
renunciation of the pope’s supremacy in Eng- 
land, two years after. 

This session Jasted from the date aforesaid 
to May the 15th, at which time the parl. was 
prorogucd again; but no particular time was 
mentiuned. At the end of this session, sir T. 
More, lord chance. resigned the seals, and was 
succeeded by sir Thos. Audley, Spcaker of the 
house of commons, now knighted for that pur- 
pose. In the course of lord Herbert’s history, 
we meet with no other session till the begin- 
ning of 1533, when, on Feb. the 4th, the same 
pari. sat again and made several statutes, for 
the titles of which we refer to the List of Acts. 
—This parl. did so coincide with the king’s in- 
clinations, that the statute to prevent appeals to 
Rome, was made with an intention to hinder 
sae Catherine from carrying her cause into 
that court. And the princess had now no other 
way left but to rest by the judgment of those, 
who were tuo much influenced by the: king, or 
were her own mortal enemies. Accordingly, the 
queen being cited to appear before Cranmer, 
then abp. of Canterbury, and other delegates, 
at Dunstable; and she not obeying the sumn- 
mons, the abp. pronounced her contumacious, 
and proceeded to give sentence against her ;: 
which was an absolute separation, ‘a mensa et 
thorv,’ for ever. This. affair was pushed the 
faster for a very good reason, as lord Herbert 
observes, because the pregnancy of Mrs, Ann 
Boleyn, whom Henry had privately married, 
became so apparent, that it was necessary to: 
make an open declaration of it; and Ann was 
publicly crowned queen of England, with the 
usual ceremonies.” The time of this last scs- 
sion of parl. was from Feb. 4th to April 7th, 
when it was then again prorogued to the year 
following, And now the Journals Isegin also 
arvain, so that the substance of what we shall 
five, relating to the farther proceedings of this 
purl. is chiefly taxen from that authority, 


The next session begun on the 15th of Jan. 
1534, Thc business of the first day was taken 
i in reading appointments of proxies for the 
absent lords; and an adjournment took pluce 
till the 17th. On which day, complamt being 
made to the house, that several wicked facts 
had been committed, every way worthy of 
death, but by the laws then m being, as thé 
judges declared, were not punishable as-they 
ought to he; it was thought proper to ordain, 
that whatever person, guilty of such wicked- 
ness, should endeavour to skrcen himself from 
justice, by betaking himself to: some conses 
crated place or sanctuary, he should lose the 
benetit of the church’s protection: and, that 
all persons found guilty of sodomitical practices 
should sutfer death tor them. Which crimes 
were remitted by the house to the considete- 
tion of the judges, and they were ordered to 
draw up two bills for that purpose. 

An affront, of a very singuiar kind, was of- 
fered by the commons against the bp. of Lon- 
don this session. Complaint being made by 
them to the lords, that the bp. had a long 
time imprisoned one Thos. Philips, on suspicion 
of heresy, the lords disinissed the complaint, as 
& business too frivolous for that court. But 
the said bp. of London was again required, by 
the commons, to answer to the complaint in 
writing; whereupon he acquainted the Lords, 
that he might have their opinion; and they 
all agreed, ‘- That it was not a thing fit for a 
peer to answer to in such a placc.” 

‘Lhe King's Marria:te declared void.] Many 
were the acts passed in this session, as will ap- 
pear by the List of thein given at the end of 
this rergn. ‘ Among others,” says lord Her- 
bert, “it was enacted, upon the suit of the 
parl. to the king, tor the establishing of the 
Succession to the Crown, the uncertainty 
whereof hath caused heretofore much division 


-and bloodshed in this realm, ‘That the king’s 


Marriave with the lady Katherine, wife, and 


‘carnally known to his ee aes Arthor, 


as was lawfully proved before Thomas abp. of 
Canterbury, as contrary to God’s law, shall be 
held void, and she stilcd no more queen, but 
dowager to prince Arthur ; and the matrimony 
with queen Ann shell be taken for firm and 
good, and the issue thence procreate be ac- 
counted lawful; the inheritance of the crown 
to belons to the same in manner following, 
viz. first to the eldest son begotten by the king 
on ues Anne, and to the heirs of the said 
son lawfully begotten; and for default of such 
heir, then to the second son, &c. and if queen 
Ann decease without issue male, then the 
crown to descend to the son and heir of the 
kinw’s body lawiully begotten, and the heirs of 
the said son lawfully begotten; and fora de- 
fault of such issue, to the second son in hke 
inanner, &c. And for default of sons, that 
then the crown shall belong tothe issue female 
of the king by queen Anne; and first to the 
first begotten the princess Elizabeth, and to 
the heirs of her body lawfully begotten; an 

for detaulr of such issue, then to the second) 
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daughter in like sort, &c. and for default of 
all such issue, to the right heirs of the king’s 
highness. It was ordained, that this act shall 
be proclaimed before May next throughout the 
kingdom. And all persons of age shall swear 
to accept and maintain the same. They who 
tefuse the oath standing guilty of misprision of 
high treason; and they who speak or write 
re the marriage or succession here esta- 
blished, to be adjudged traitors. Besides all 
this, the prescnt statute expressed certain de- 

rees of prohibited marriage ; amongst Which, 
that between the brother and brother's wife 
was one, witich being against God’s laws could 
not be dispensed with b man, and therefore 
no such marriages shall hereafter be made; 
and those that are made already shall be by 
the ordinary dissolved, and those that are al- 
regdy so dissolved, ghall be esteemed justly 
and lawfully dissolved, and the issue thence 
proceeding ileyitimate.” 

Bp. Fisher's Vindication of himself in rela- 
tion to the Holy Maid of Kent.}] Besides the 
acts mentioned by lord Herbert, to have been 
passcd this session, there was another for at- 
tainting bp. Fisher and sir Thos. More in- 
tended, for holding some correspondence with 
the Holy Maid of Kent. But there appearing 
bo malisnity in this commerce, the king, on 
their hunble submission, prevented the bill 
from passing. Fisher’s Letter to the house of 
lords, dn this occasion, as given in Cullier’s 
History, is so singular gs to merit a place in 
this work. 

“¢ My lords—after my most humble com- 
mendations unto all your good lordships, that 
sit in this most high court of parl.; I beseech 
in like manner to hear and to tender this my 
suit, which by necessity I am now driven to 
make unto all your lordships in writing; be- 
cause I may not by reason of disease and 
weakness at this time be present myself before 
you, without peril of destruction of my body, 
ag heretofore [ have writien te mr. Cromwell; 
which gave me no comfort to obtain of the 
king's grace, respite for my absence till I be 
recovered. If I might have been present my- 
self, I doubt not but the great weakness of my 
body, with other manifold infirmitics, would 
have moved you much rather to have pity of 
my cause and matter ;, whereby I am put un- 
der this grievous trouble —So it is, my good 
lords, that I am informed of a certain bill that 
i put into this high court against me and 
others concerning thé matter of the Nun of 
Canterbury, which thing is to me no little hea- 
viness, and most specidlly in this piteous con- 
dition that I am in.—Nevertheless, I trust in 
your honoars’ wisdoms and consciences, that 
‘ you will not’in this high court, suffer any act 
or condenimation to pass be me, till m 
cause may be well and duly heard. And there- 
fore in my most humble wise, I beseech alf 
you my lords in the way of charity, and for 
the love of Christ; and for the: mean season, 
it may please you to consider that I sought 
Bot for this woman's coming ubte the; nor 


thought in her any manner of deceit. She was 
the person that by acs arora and likely 
conjectures, I then reputed to be right honest, 
religious, and very good ahd virtuous. I ve- 
rily supposed, that such feitning and eraft, 
compassing of any guile or fraud, had been fat 
from her; and what default was this ih me se 
to think, when I had so many probable testi- 
monies of her virtue; ist, the bruit of the 
country, which generally ealled her the Hul¢ 
Maid ; 2nd, her entrance into religion upoa 
certain visions which was cemmonly said that 
she had; 3rd, for the govd religion and learn- 
ing that was thought to be in her ghostly fa- 
ther, and in other virtuous and well icarned 
pricsts that then testified of her holiness, as it 
was commonly reported; finally, ny lard of 
Canterbury, that then was both her Ordintry 
and a man reputed of high wisdom and learn 
ing, told me that she had many great visiohs. 
And of him I learned greater things than etef 
I heard of the nun herself.#+Your wisdoms, [ 
doubt not, here see plainly that in me there 
was no de/ault to bclieve this woman td be hot 
nest, religious, and of good crederce.—Fot 
sith then | am bounden by the law of God, te 
believe the best of every person until the cons 
trary be proved, muci: rather I ought so te be- 
héeve of this woman that had then so tiany 
probable testimonies of her goodness and vir- 
tue.—But here it will be said, that she told me 
such words as was to the peril of the prince, 
and of the realm. Surely Iam right sorry ta 
make any rehearsal of her words, but only that 
necessity so compels me naw to do.—The 
woftls that she told me concerning the peril of. 
the king’s highnicss were these: she said that 
she bad her revelnuon from God, that if the 
king went forth with the purpose that he in- 
esuded; he should not be king of England 7 
months after; and she told me also, that she 
had been with the king and shewed unto his 
grace the same revelation.—Though this was 
torged by her or any other, what detault ig 
mine, that knew nothing of that forgery? If 
had given her any counsel to the forging this 
revelation, or had any knowledge that it was 
feigned, I had been worthy of great blame and 
punishment. But whereas I never gave het 
any counsel to this matter, nor knew’ of any 
forging or feigning thereof, I trust in your great 
wisdoms that you will not think any default ir, 
me touching this point.—And as I will answer 
before the throne of Christ, I knew not of any 
malice or evil that was intended by her, or by 
any other carthly creature, unto the king's 
highness : neither her words did so sound that 
by any temporal or worldly power such thing 
was intended, but only by the power of God, 
of whom, as she then said, she had this revéla- 
tion to shew unto the king.—But here it will 
be snid, that I should have shewed the words 
unto the king’s highness. ‘Verily if I had not 
undoubtedly thought that she had shewed the 
same words unto his grace, my duty had been so, 
to have done; But when she herself, which. 
pretended to ‘b:ve this rcvelgtion frown God, 
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had shewed the same; I saw-no nécessity why 


that 1 should renew it again to his grace. For 
her esteemed honesty, qualidied as 1 said beture 
with so many probable testimonies, aflirming 
unto me thut she had:told the same unto the 
king, nade me right assuredly to think, that 
she had shewed the same words.to his gvace.— 
And vot only her own saving thus persuaded 
me, but her prioress’s words confirmed the 


sainc, and their servants also reported to my. 


servants that she bad been with the kinv.- And 
yet besides all this, [ knew at not long after by 
some others that so it was indeed.” I thought 
therefore that it was not for me to rehearse 
the nun’s words to the king again, when his 
grace knew them alrcady, and she herself had 
told him betore. And surely divers other 
Cnuses dissuaded me so to do, which are not 
here openly to be rehearsed.’ Nevertheless 
when they shall be heard, I doubt vot but 
they wall altogether clearly excuse me a con- 
cerning this matter.—My suit therefore unto 
all you, my honourable lords, at this time is, 
that no act of condemnation concerning this 
matter be sutfered to pass against me in this 
high court before that I be heard, or else 
some other for me, how that I can declare 
myself to be guiltless herein.—And this I most 
humbly beseech you all, on your charitable 
goodnesses, and also, if that peradventure in the 
snean ume there shall be thought any negli- 
gence 1a we for not revealing this matter unto 
the king’s highness, you, for the punishment 
thereot’ which 1 yow past, ordain no new law; 
but let me stand unto the laws which have 
been heretofore made, unto the which I mus 
aod will obey.—Beseeching always the king's 
most noble grace, that the same his laws may 
be ministred unto me with favour and equity, 
and not with the strictest mgour, I neced not 
herc to advise your most high wisdoms to look 
up to God, and upon your own souls in or- 
daining such lasvs for the punishment of negli- 
gences, or of other deeds which are already 
past, nor yet to look upon your own perils 
which may happen to you in Jike cases. For 
there sits not one lord bere but the same, or 
other fike, may chanee unto himsclf that now is 
imputed unty me,~—Aud therefore cftsoons I be- 
seech all your benign charitics to tender this my 
most humble suit as you would be tendered if 
you were in the same danger yourselves; and 
this to do for the reverence of Christ, for the 
discharge of your own souls, and for the ho- 
nour of this inost high court: and, finally, for 
your own sureties, and others that hereatter 
shall succeed you. For I verily trust. in Al- 
mighty Gad, that by the succour of his grace, 
and vour charitable supportations, [ shall so 
declare inyoelf, that every nvbleman that. sits 
here shail have goad reason to be therewith 
satisfied, “Vhus our Lord have you ail, this 
inost honourable court, im his protection, 
Amen,” 

This session continued til March 30th: on 
which day the lord chance, by the king’s com- 
maud, ordgred thet all and singular the lurds 
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spiritual and temporal, in their parliament. 

robes, together with the members of the house 

of commons, should appear at the same place, 

at 20'clock in the afternoon, At which time, 

the three estates of the realm being assembled, 

the king on the throne, the lords by naine mw 

the journal being seated according to their 

ranks and dignities, and the whole house of 
conmons attending, sis Huinphrey Wingneld, 

knt. then Speaker of that house, made au cle- 

gant speech to the king, on presenting the 

bills for the reyal assent, which was kindly 

and graciously aecepted, Sir ‘Tho. Audley, 

kat. lord chance, of England, by the king’s conte 

mand, returued au answer to il; and gave thanks 

to all the members of both houses, tor their 

great care and conduct in naking so many ex+ 

cellent laws for the public good. Which bills 

heing all read and.assented to, the chancellor 
prorogued the. parl. to.the Srd day of Feb. - 
next ensuing; on which day he said; it was 
the kin’s absolute command that they should 
all, without further notice, attend,—I he cinn- 
cellor likewise took notice of one particular 
act made: this session, concerning the Scttle- 
ment of the Crown on the king's issue by Ann, 
his present queen, a> the principal and most 
usetul of them all. In this it was enacted, 
amongst other matters, That all and singnias 
person or persons should take an oath to da 
and fultil every ordinance comprehended in 
the sai act. On the due observation of 
which, he added, the good and happiness of 
this kingdom chiefly depended. To which end 
the king, by his letters patents, had constituted 
and appointed the said lord igh chancellor of 
England, the abp. of Canterbury, Tho. duke 
of Norfolk, lord treasurer, and Charles duke 
of Suffolk, who first took the Oath annexed to 
the lettters patent, in the kiny’s presence, to 
swear all the rest of the lords spiritu:l and 
temporal, with the members of the house of 
commons, in the same manner, as appears by 
a transcript of the said act, to which all the 
jurots subscribed their names. After this, the 
king and all the rest retired. 

Wenry and his parl. agreed so well together 
in every thing, that it now plainly appears, by 
these frequent and annual proroeations, that 
he had no mind to part with thei, till the 
great work of Reformation, which he had 
taken in hand, was accomplished. Much had 
been already done towards it, but much more 
remained behind to do. However, the next 
session of this parl. gave the king several con- 
vincing pruofs of their yreat zeal for his ser- 
vice; and, as lord Herbert observes, the sta- 
tutes then enacted were so important, as evr 
dently to shew the great respect and awe 
borne by the nation to their king. The Jour- 
nal Beaks af the sessions of parl, in the 26th 
and 27th of this king, being lost from the of- 
tice, we must depend upon the printed starutes 
and histories for the further proceedings of 
this parl. to its dissolution. 

Act of Supremacy.| According to the last 
prorugation, they met again on Keb. ard, 15dea 
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by the ‘statute books; but Hall and lord Her- 
bert say Nov. $rd. At which time the follow- 
‘jny act was made: “ that albeit the king was 
the Supreme Head of the Cliurch in England, 
and so recognised by the clergy: of this realn 
in their convocations, yet for more corrobora- 
tion thereof, as also for extirpating all errors, 
heresies, and abuses of the same; 18 was enact- 
ed, that: the king, his heirs and successors, 
kings of England, should be ed and re- 
puted the supreme head on earth 5f the church 
of England, called Ecclesia Anglicana, And 
have and enjoy, united and annexed to the 
imperial crown of this realm; as well the title 
and style thereof, as all honours, dignities, 
pre-eminences, jurisdictions, privileges, autho- 
hties, Immunities, protits, and commodities to 
the said dignity of supreme. head of the same 
church belonging or appertaining. And that 
our said sovereign lord, his heirs and succes- 
sors, kings of this realm, shall have tull power 
and authority, from tune to time, to visit and 
repress, redress, reform, order, currcct, re- 
strain, and amend all such errors, heresies, 
abuses, offences, contempts, and enurmitics, 
whatsoever they be, which, by any manner uf spi- 
ritual authority or jurisdiction ought or may law- 
fully be repressed, retormed, ordered, redressed, 
corrected, restrained, or amendcd most to the 
pleasure of Almichty God, the crease of vir- 
tue in Christ’s religion, and for the conserya- 
tion of the peace, unity, and tranquillity of 
this realm, any usage, custuin, foreien laws, 
foreign authority, prescription, or any thing 
or things to the contrary hereof notwitbstand- 
ing."—For the other statutes passed in this 
session we reter the reader to the list at the 
end of this reign. 

If we nay credit the preamble to the print- 
ed Statutes, this session of parl. continued sit- 
ting trom the date above to the 18th of Dec. 
following, But this is scarcely probabie; tor 
we find that they met once more by proroga- 
tion on the dth of Feb. in the beginning of the 
next year; which is hardly time cnough for 
some of the more distant members to go home 
and return again. ae 

A Subsidy.] Bp. Burnet, from the Parl 
Rolls, mentions an act for a Subsidy of a 10th 
and a 15th, to be paid in $ years. that was 
passed also this session ; no grant of that kind 
having been made for 12 years betore.« The 
preamble to which act sets out the king’s high 
wisdom and policy in most glaring colours.” It 
tells us, “ that he governed his kingdom, for 
94 years, in great wealth and quictness; of the 
preat charges he had been atin the last war with 
Scotland, in fortitying Calais, and in the war 
with Ireland. That he intended to bring that 
wilful, wild, unreasonable, and savage people 
‘to order and obedience. That he intended to 
build forts on the marches of Scotland, for the 
security of this nation; to amend the haven at 
Calais, and to make a new one at Dover. By 
‘all-which, they did perceive the entire love 
‘and zeal which the king bore to his people; 
‘aud that he soyght not their wealth and quiet- 


pn a 


ness, only for his own time, being a mortal 
man, but did provide for it in all time to come. 
Therefore they thought, that of very equity, 
reason, and good conscience, they were bound 
to shew a like correspondence of zcal, grati- 
titude, and kindness.” In return’ for this, a 
general pardon was granted, with some excep 
tions; particularly mentioning bp. Fisher and 


air Tho. Mores ’ 


The lesser Monasteries suppressed.] After a 
prorogation of 14 months, according to bp. 
Burnet, from ‘the Records, the same parl. met 
once more on the 4th of Feb. 1536. A great 
many laws relating to civil concerns were now 
made, as will be seen by our list of them. 
But the principal act, and for which this ses- 
sion was chivfty called, was that for the Sup- 
pression of the besser Monasteries. How this 
bill went through the two houses we cannot 
learn from the Journals, for they are lost. But 
all the historians of these times tell us, that 
the report of these monasteries made to the 
king was read in parl. which represented the 
manners of. these houses so odiously, that the 
act was easily carried. The preamble to this 
statute rans thus: “ That small rcligious 
houses, under the number of 12 persons, had 
been lung and notoriously given to vicious and 
abominable practices, and did much cousume 
and waste the churches lands, and other 
things belonging to them. That for about 200 
years, there had been many visitations for re- 
forming these abuses, but with no success; 
their vicious living daily increasing; so that 
unless small houses were dissolved, and the re- 
vious put into greater monasterics, there 
could be no Reformation expected in that 
matter. Whereupon the king having received 
a full-information of these abuses, both by his 
visitors and other credible ways, and consider- 
ing that there were divers great monasteries, 
in which religion was well kept and observed, 
which had not the full number that they might 
and ought to receive, had made a full declara- 
tion of the premises in parl. Whereupon it 
was enacted, that all such houses which mixhe 
spend yearly 2001. or within it, should be sup- 
pressed, their revenues converted to better 
ses, and they compelled to reform their 
lives.” | er 

Ep. Burnet, to whom we are obliged for the 
above extract, goes on and tells us, “ Fhat the 
reasons pretended for dissohing these konses, 
were, that as there were but a small number 
of persons in them, thev entered into contes 
dericies together, and thei poverty set them 
on to use many ill arts to grow rich. They 
were, also, often absent, and kept nu manner 
of disciphne in their bouses, but their estates 
were gencrally much richer than they seemed 
to be; for the abbots, raising great fines out 
of them, held the leases still i w, and by that 
means they were not ohliged to cntertain a 
greater number !n their liouse; and so enriched 
themselves ond ther brethren by the fines, 
For many houses, then rentcd at 2001. were 
worth some thousartds,” - ‘These -were. part of 
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the reagons urged, in patl. for passing this 
bill, and we are tarther told that Stokesley, 
hp. af Londan, gaid, in the house of lords, 
* That these lesser houses were, ag thorns, 
soon pluckcd up, but the great gbbies were 
like putrined old oaks; yet, they must needs 
fallow, as athers would do iw Christendom, 
helore many years were pagsod.” 

By another act, all these Religious Houses, 
their ahurches, lands, and all their goads were 
given to the king, lig beira ang sucegssar; 
together sith all ether houses, which, withia 
a year befyre the making ef the aet, had beqn 
dissolved and suppressed, For the ealleoting 
the revenues that belonged ta them, a new 
court was erected, called tha Court of the 
Auginentayons of the Kang’s Revenye, which 
Was to gensist of a charceliar, a treasurcr, an 
attorney, and solicitor; with 40 auditors, 17 
reegivers, a cleyk, an usher, and a messenger. 
Thig court wag to kring in the revenues of 
such houses ag were now dissolved, excepting 
quly such as the king, by his letters patent, 
continued in ther farmer sate: appointing g 
seal far this court, with full power and autho- 
rity to dispose of these lands, so as might be 
most for the king’s servige.—Thus fell the 
Lesser Abhies to the number of 376, the 
yearly jpcome of which vicided to the king 
about 90 or 32,0@01.; beaides their goads and 
chattels, which at low rates, were valucd at 
Jv0,000].; and the number of monks and 
puns, turned out of them, amounted to about 
10,0001.-—On the 4th of April, this parl. which 
had now subsisted ubove 6 ycars, and, as bp. 
Burnct observes, had done the king such emi- 
nent service, wag finally dissatved. 

Ann Boleyn executed.| Wenry had now, 
alinost, an unlimitcd sway, both in church 
and state, and sccmed, in his domestic at- 
fairs, to very peaceable and content. 
His new queen was frujttul, and likely to pro- 
duce fair issue fram the old stock. When, all 
of a sudden, she was accused of incest, adul- 
tery, and what not, with her own brother and 
others; who were all tried, condemned and 
executed, in the Tower, on May 19, 1536. 

A new Parl. calied.| This affair quite un- 
hinged all the acts of settlement made in the 
Jast parl.; and Henry, soon after the dissolu- 
tion of the lest, tuund himself obhged to call 
another parl. to meet at Westminster, on the 
8th of June, 1537. We shall not mention the 
names of all the peers summoned to this 

ari. but the manner znd rank the harons sat 
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Ld.Dacresofthesouth Lord Montegle 
Ld. Dacres of Gray- Ld.VauxofHarradoun 

‘stack John lord Hussey of 
Lord Cobham Sleford 
Lord Maltrayers Andrew Id. Windsor 
Lord Talhot of Stanwell 
Lord Walter Ferrers Ld Tailboys of Kyme 
Edward Id. Powis Lord Wentworth 
Lord Gray of Wilton Ld. Brough of Gains 
Lord Scrope borough 
Lord Dudley Edmond lord Bray 
Lord Latumer John lord Mordaut 


Lord Hungerford of 
Heytesbu 

Thomas ld. Cromwell 
of Wimbleton. Ad- 


William Id. Stourton 


John lord Berners 
Lord Lumley 


George Id. Hastings mitted by ee 
Thomas Id. Darcey of —_last day of this par- 
Temple-Hurst lament. 


The Journal Book now begins again, and is 
very particular in the transactions of this parl. 5 
which being met, on the 8th of June, as afore- 
said, the king on the throne, and aH the lords 
and commons attending, sir Tho. Audley, kat, 
then Id. chanc. of England, opened the caus¢ 
af «he summons in a speech to this effect: 
‘“‘ First, he told them, that at the dissolution 
of the last parl. it did not enter into the king’s 
mind that he should so soon have occasion to 
call another; but, that for two especial causes 
very necessary, both for easing the king’s scru- 
ES and conducive to the good of the whole 
singdom, he had issued fresh summons for 
calling this parl. The one was concerning the 
heirs and successors of the king’s maj. who 
knowing himself obnoxious to infirmities and 
even death itself, a thing very rare for kings to 
think of ; and besides, considering the state of 
the whole kingdym, depending, as it were, 
upon his single life; but willing, above all 
things, to leave it free from all dangers te 
posterity, he had called this parl. to appoint 
an heir apparent to the crown, who, when 
present king had resigned to fate without chil- 
dren lawfully begotten, might by their own 
consent happily rcign over them.—The 2nd 


{ cause for which this present parl. was summot- 


ed was, for repealing a certain act made in the 
last, by the tenor and force of which this whole 
realm is bound to be obedient to the lady Ann 
Boleyn, the king’s late wife, and her heirs, be- 
tween them, lawfully begotten. Also by the 
furce of the said act, whoever should say or do 
any all against her or ber issue should be con- 
demned for high treason.—But now, he said, 


in the house, is preserved by Dugdale, and | that they may more rightly understand the 


deserves a place 14 our history. 


reasons of this summons, his counsel was, 9c 


Numes of the Barons, us they entered and sat | cording to these three proverbs of Solomon, 
in the Purl. in order, ia the 28th of King | (ta whom our most excellent prince here may 


He Vill. 
WilW eston grand 
ior of st. John’s 
o, lord Bergavenny 
ohn lord Audley 
William Id. Mountjoy 
Henry ld. D'Aubeny 
Cbr.stupher lard Co- 


niers of Hornby 
Johu lord Zouch 
Tho. ld. De Ja Ware 
Tho. Id. Berkley 
Lord Montague 
Lord Rochturd 
Henry lurd Moiley 


‘ 


be most justly and worthily compared,) “ ope 
rabimini quibus admopemur, przterita in mé& 
moria habere, presenta intueri, et obventum 
provideri.’ And, 9s to the 1st, they very well 
remembeted what great anxieties and pertur 
bations of mind their most invincible sovereigh 
suffered, on account of his first unlawful mar 
nage; which was pot only judged 50 w all whe 
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universities in Christendom, but declared un- 
lawful by the general consent of this kingdom 
ip alate act of parl. So also they ought to 
bear in mind the great perils and dangers their 


prince was under, when he cuntracted his, 2nd | honour. 


Inarriage, in regard to the 2nd of Svulomon’s 
proverbs, by considering in what a situation 
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| 


this realm'was in by reason of the oath then | 


made and taken for the support of the said 
Aun aud her issue. Which suid lady Ann 
and ber accomplices had been since justly 
found guilty of high treason, and had received 
their due reward for it. What man of iniddle 
condition would not this deter from marrying 
a third time? When he remembers that the 
frst was a vast expence and great trouble of 
mind to him; and the second ran him into 
great aud imuninent dangers, which hung over 
hun during the whole time of it. Yet this our 
most olen prince, an the humble petition 
of the nobility, aud not out of any carnal lust 
or aifection, agaim condescends to contract 
matrimony; and hath at this time taken unto 
hinself another wife, whose age and fine form 
denotes her most fit and likely to bring forth 
children. And thercfore according to the 3rd 
proverb of Solomon, ‘ Obventura provideamus,’ 
we are now met, by the king’s command, with 
unanimous consent, to appoint an heir appa- 
rent to the crown. That, if this our prince, 
which God avert, should leave this mortal life 
without children lawfully begotten, the heir 
$0 appointed ee rule and govern this 
kingdom after hi 
pray to God, that he would bless this our most 
excellent prince with some offspring; at the 
same tune giving him thanks ‘that he has bi- 
therto preserved him from so maiy and such 
imminent dangers. Because it is his whole 
study and endeavour to rule us all, in pertect 
peace and charity during his lite; and to 
transmit the same happiness to posterity.” 

After the chancellor had endcd his harangue, 
he in the king’s name ordered the commons to 
withdraw and chuse a Speaker; and present 
him to the king the day foilowing. ‘Ihe re- 
ceivers and triers of petitions being appuinted, 
the next day, being Saturday, the sligiicollos 
acquainted the king and lords that the coin- 
mons begged a longer time for electing a 
Speaker. Hercupon the king commanded that 
the house of lurds should be adjourned to Mon- 
day. And on that day the commons present- 
ed to the king Rd. Rich, esq. for their Speak- 
er; who immediately addressed himself to the 
throne, in words to thiseffect:  ~ 

‘ First, in the name of the commons, he 
told his maj. that they well understocd the 
chancellor’s reasons, which he gave on the 
first day of the meeting for calling this peers 
ay and repeated the heads of the chancel- 
ors discourse. He then took occasion. to 
praise the kiug for his wonderful gifts of grace 
and nature ; and coinpared him for justice and 
prudence to Solomon ; for strength and forti- 
tude to Sampson; and for beauty and come- 


liness to Absalom. He then said, that accard- 
Vor. 1. - 


- Lastly, let us humbly. 


n-th ei hh th 
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ing to the chancellor’s commands, the coin- 
mons had retired to their own -house, in order 
to chuse a Speaker; and had actuidly chosen 
him, the most unworthy of them all, for that 
He therefore besought his maj. that 
he would command the commons to with- 
draw again to their own house, and elect ano- 
ther Speaker; for he had neither learning, 
expericuce, nur buldness, fit for that office; 
and therefure he was the least tapable of any 
tu underiake such an honourable emplovinent.” 

To this the chancellor, by the kiny’s com- 
mand, replied, “ that lis naj. bad weil heard 
his speech; and was glad to understand by the 
first part of it, that the members of the house 
uf commons had heen so attentive to the chan- 
cellor’s declaration, as they appeared to be. 
That as to the praises aud virtues ascribed to 
hinselfy his maj. thought proper to disavow. 
them; since, if he really had such virtues, they 
were the gifts of Almighty God only. Lastly, 


adds he, as to your excuses, Richard, which - 


the king hath heard, that you have neither 
learning, experience, nor boldness, fit for such 
an othce; to this his maj. hath commanded 
me to reply, that, if he did not know that you 
had all those qualifications, he would not, 
amongst so many urgent matters as are now 
depending, admit you into the office; and 
therefore be does not look upon your excuses 
as just.” After which the said Rd. Rich, esq. 
made the usual protestation for liberty of 
speech, &c. which was allowed of. _ 
New Act of Succession.] “ The principal 
act,” says lord Herbert, “ made this parl. was 
touching the Succession of the crown; m which, 
alter a rehearsal of the statute, 25 Hen. VIII. 
touching the kiny’s marriage, and limitation of 
srccession to the crown; and anvther of 26 
Henry VIII. It is declared, that whereas a 
marriage was herctotore solemuized betwixt 
the king’s highness and the lady Ann Bolcyn; 
that since that timc, certain just, true, and 
lawful impediments of marriage, unknown at 
the making of the said acts, were confessed by 
the suid lady Ann before Tho. lord abp. of 
Canterbury; by which it plainly a due 
that the suid marriage betwixt his highness and 
the said lady Ann was never good uur conso- 
nant to the laws: and therefore his highness 
was lawfully divorced from the said lady Ann, 
Moreover, that she and her accomplices be- 
fore-mentioned were convicted by due course 
of law, and have suffered accordang to their 
merits. And whereas it hath pleased his high- 
ness, notwithstanding the great perils suffered 
by occasion of his first unlawful marnage be- 
twixt the lady Katharine, and this unlawful 
marriage betwixt the lady Ann, at the most 
humble petition of his nobles in this realm, 
and for conservation of the sai.re, to enter into 
marriage again with the lady Jane (Seymour) 
according to the laws uf the church; and that 
there is hope she may conceive by his high- 
uess; that it is the most humble petition of 
his nobles and commons, that, for extinguish- 
ment of all aunbiguities and doubts, it may be 
2M 


s 
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enacted in manner and form as followeth. 
And 1st, that the marriage betwixt the king 
and queen Katharine should be void and of 
no eficct; as being grounded on a dispensa-: 
tion, in a case not dispensable by human au- 
thority; and so determined by the whole 
clergy, and both universitics of this realm; 
as also by the universities of Bononia, Pudoua, 
Faris, Orleans, Tholouse, Anjou, and divers 
others; m regard, she being wite to his elder 
brother, prince Arthur, was carnally known by 
him, us was sufficiently proved before Tho. 
abp. of Canterbury; and thercfore, that any 
dispensation tu the contrary hereof should be 
to all intents void and of no ctfect; and the 1s- 
sue procreated under the same unlawlul mar- 
nage, betwixt his highness and the satd lady 
Katharine, to be illeg&imate, and barred from 
claiming any inheritance froin his highness by 
Hineul descent: also, that the marriage betwixt 
his hichness and qucen Ann is of no value nor 
effect; and that the divorce made between his 
highness and her is good and etlectual, and the 
isetic illegitimate, and not imheritable to his 
highness by a lineal descent, anv former act to 
the contrary notwithstandine.—<And further- 
more, since many imeconveniences have fallen 
by marrying within degrees. prohibited by 
God's Jaw, (which marriages yet have been 
often dispensed with by some usurped power, 
when yet no min truth power to dispense with 
God's law.) Therefore it was enacted, that if 
any were married within the suid degrees, or 
touk to wife the sister or daughter, &c. of 
her whore he had before carnally known, 
he might and should be separated by the 
definitive sentence of the abps. and other 
ministers of the church of England: and their 
saul sentence to be good and ctlectual, with- 
out suing any appeal to or from the court of 
Rome.—-Further, it was enacted, that the issuc 
betwixt lis highness and queen Jane should be 
his lawtul children and. herrs, and mhenit, ac- 
cording to the course of mhentance of the 
kaws of this realm, the imperial crowit of the 
gainc; wiih all diguities, honours, pre-emi- 
RELICes, prerogatives, authoriues, and jurisdic- 
tions to the same annexed or belonging.—But 
fit should happen that queen Jane should de- 
evase without issue male of the body of his 
dishness to be begotten, then the same impe- 
rial crown, and all other the premises, to be to 
his naj. and to lis heirs male by any other | 
luwtul wife, and to the heirs of the body of the 
same son and decir male lawtully begotten ; 
and so from son and heir male to son and heir 
male, and to the heirs of every such son and 


course of inheritance, as is abovesaid. And 
for default of such issue male, then: the said 
imperial crown and premises should be to the 
issue female, betwixt his maj. and queen Jane 
begotten, and su again to the issue female by 
any other wite in like manner; that is to say, 
to the eldest issue of the issue female, and to 
the heirs of her body lawfully begotten; ond! 


gu frum issue feinale to issue female, and to | 


| 
heir male lawfully begotten according to 


their heirs of their bodies, one after another, 
by course of inheritance, according f their’ 
ages, as the crown of England hath been ac- 
customed and ought to succeed and go, in case 
when there is heir female mheritable to the: 
same. And forrsmuch as it stands m the-only: 
will and pleasure of Almighty God, whether 
his highness shall have heirs, and that 4 
they fall, and no provision be made in his hfe: 
who should govern this realm, than then thrs- 
realm, after his transitory life should be desti-: 
tute of a lawful governor, or incumbered with: 
such a person that would covet to aspire to the’ 
sane; that in that ‘case, his highness might’ 
limit the crown to any: person or persons im 
possession anc remainder by his letters patents 
under the great seal; or else by his last will, 
sizned with his band, after such manner as 
should be expressed in his said letters patents; 
and that such person and persons should have 
and enjoy the same ufter his decease, in as 
lnree and ample manner as the lawful heirs of 
his botly should have done. After which, or- 
der was taken to prevent usurpation of the 
crown; and the pennity of high treason im: 
osed on usurpcrs, as on those‘ also who be- 
breved either the marriage of his highness with 
the Jady Katharine or the lady Ann to be 
wood; and did call the lady Mary, or the lady’ 
Elizabeth, legitimate; and who used certain 
words and actions tending to this purpose.— 
Furthermore, it was enacted, that if bis maj. 
should decease before any heir male of his bo- 
dy, inheritable to the crown of this realm, 
should be of the age of 18 years,’ or any heir 
female which shoutd be inheritable as afore- 
suid, should be married, or be of the age of 16 
years, that then they, or any of them, shall be 
and remain until they came unto the said se- 
veral ages, at and in the governance of their 
natural mother, and such other his counsellors — 
and nobles of his realm as his highness should 
name and appoint by his last will in writing, 
and signed with his hand, as is ufresaid; and 
thatan oath should be ‘administered for per- 
formance of this act, and the penalty of bigh 
treason inflicted on those that shall refuse it. 
—Furthermore, it was enacted, that the king 
should have power, by his Ictters patents, 
or last will as atoresaid, to advance any 
person or persons of his most roval blood to 
any title, stile, or nume, of any estate, dignity, 
or honour, and to’give to them, or any oF 
them, any castles, honours, lands, Sc. in fee- 
simple, fee-tail, or tur term of lives, or the hfe 
of any of them, saving the rights and estates 0 
all others, inand to the same.-—Finally, it was 
enacted, that every clause, articie, und sen- 
tence therein should be txken and accepted 
according to the plain words thereof, How 
retthis act was altered, 85 Hen, VIE. 1. shall 
e declared by me, God willing, in this histe- 
ry, referring the reader to 1-Mary I. when 1 
was repealed.” as 
Act for abolishing the Panul Power.] At 
this time a new proposal cane from Rome, fot 
a ‘reconciliation between Henry aud bolf 
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church. ‘Fhe interval seemed very favourable 
‘to it, for queen Catherine and Anne being 
:both dead, who were the occusion of the rup- 
ture, the court of Rome judged this a proper 
opportunity to effect it. Accordingly, the pope 
sent a message to the king, to let him know, 
‘“ That he had ever favoured his cause in his 
‘predeccssur’s time; find though he was forced 
to give ont a sentence ygainst him, vet he had 
“ever any intention tu proceed upon it to further 
‘extremities.” How this message was received, 
“may be fully known by two acts which the king 
procured to be immediately passed upon it, in 
-this parl,: by which all hopes of a reconcilia- 
tion were entirely cut off between them. For 
a bill was brought into the lords, for utterly 
abolishing the usurped authority of the bp. of 
Rome, on the 4th of July, which soon after 
passed both houses. The preamble to which 
gct contains these severe reflections :-—“ The 
‘bp. of Rame, whom some call the pope, who 
had long darkened God's word, that 1t might 
eerve his‘pomp, glory, avarice, ambition, and 
tyranny, both upon the souls, bodies and goods 
of all Christians; excluding Christ out of the 
tule of men’s souls, and y:rinces out of their 
dominions; and had exacted in England great 
‘aums by dreams, yanities, and other supersti- 
uous ways. Upon these reasons his usurpa- 
tion had been by law put down in this nation ; 
yet many of his emissarics had been practising 
up and down the kingdom, and persuading 
‘people to acknowledge his pretended autho- 
ity. Therctore, every person so offending 
alter the last day of July, next to come, was 
.to incur the pains ef @ pr.emunire; and all 
officers, both civil and ecclesinstical, were com- 
manded to inake enquiry about such offences, 
-under severe penalties.” | 
The other blow made at the pape, was by 
-another act, passed, that, Whereas the popes 
_ had, during their usurpation, granted many im- 
munities, to several bodies and socicties in 
England, which upon ‘such grants had been 
-now long in use: therefore, all those buils, 
breves, and every thing depending on, or flow- 
-ing from them were declared void and of no 
‘force. Yet aH marriages celebrated by virtue 
-of them, that were not otherwise contrary to 
.the law of God, were declared good in law; 
and all consecrations. of bps. by virtue of 
them, were confirmed, And, for the future, 
all who enjoyed any privileges by bulls, were 
-to bring them into chancery, or to such +per- 
eons as tlie king should appoint for that end. 
Moreover, the abp. of Canterbury was em- 
powered to grant anew the effects contained 
im them, which grant was to pass under the 
great sea], and to be of full force in law.” 
Resident Clergy.} By the 13th act of this 
-parl. an abuse wis corrected which had crept 
m, to evade the force of a statute mace in the 
21st of-this king, nbout priests residing on their 
davings. One quulification that did excuse them 
from residence was, their staying at the univer- 
sity for coinpleting their studies. Now it,was 


found, that many disswlute clergymen went 


to us and our posterity. 


and lived at the universities, not for study, but 
to be excused from serving their cures, There- 
fore, it was enacted that none above the ava 
of 40, who were not either heads of houses, ur 
public readers, should have any exemption of 
residence, by virtue of that clause in the for- 
mer act. And, all those under that age should 
not have the benefit of it, except they were 
present at lectures, and performed their exer-~ 
cises in the schools, 

This parl, having dispatched a great deal. of 
business in a very little time, on July the 18th 
the king came to the houge, in order to pass 
the bills that were ready for the royal assent, 
And the speaker ef the house of commons 
made another oration to him, as full of flattery 
as the last. Only, as in the former, he com- 
pared the king to Salomon, Sampson and Ab~ 
salom, for wisdom, strength and personaze, he 
now likened him to thesun, “ lor, as the sun, 
said he, exhujes all the noxious vapours which 
would otherways be hurtful to us, and by its 
heat cherishes and brings forth those seeds, - 
pene and frujts necessary for: the support of 

uman hte; so this our most excellent prince 
takes away, by hts prudence, all those enurmi- 
ties which may hereafter be any ways hurtful 
And tikes care to en- 
act such laws as will be a defence to the good, 
and a great terror to evil doers.” The chan-« 
cellor replied to his harangue much in the same 
words as to the former; and then, by the 
king’s command, he dissolved the. parl.: ex- 
horting the members that they would all take 
care to observe the laws then made, and sce 
them observed by others. Bp. Burnet re- 
marks on the proceedings of this parl. that it 
plainly appears that the king was absolute 
master both of the affections and fears of his 
subjects. When, in a new pail. called on a 
sudden, and m a session ot 6 weeks, acts of sa 
yreat importance were passed, without any 
protest or public opposition, | 

Suppression of the larger abbigs, &c.| But the 
great work of a thorough reformation was not 
yet compleated ; that is, the larger nonasteries | 
were not dissalved, whose revenues the lay- 
courtiers were greedily gaping for. Lfenry 
had now got a fit instrument for that purpose, 
in the person of Thos, Cromwel, a bluck- 
smith’s son ef Putney; but, who, by his great 
learning avd abilities, was first made master of 
the jewel-house, then baron of Oakcham, alter- 
wards earl of Essex, lord great chamberlain, 
and vicar-genera} over the spirituakties. ‘This 
man being now prune minister, in his old mas~. 
ter cardinal Wolsey’s place, persuaded the 
king, who was ready enough to eomphy, to pull 
down the larger abbies and monasteries; the 
smaller under the value of 200]. a year, hiuv- 
ing been suppressed before. And, though 
some remonstrances were made to the con- 
trary, that a few might be spared, as well for 
the virtue of the persons in them, as that the 
country received: great beuefig from them ; the 
poor receiving thence relicf, and the richer. 
sort educasion for theiz children; yet, says. 


~ 
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lord Herbert, Cromwel, . by the king’s permis- 
sion, invaded all; and, betwixt threats, sifts, 
persuasions, promises, and whatever else might 
make men waver, he obtained of the abbots, 
ae abbesses, &c. that their houses might 
e given up. 
A new Parl, called| But, an absolute right to 
these pos-essions was not warranted, yet, by 
law; and therefore Henry called a pari. to 
establish it. They were summoned by writ to 
nivet at Westminster, on the 28th day of April, 
1540. The first writ of summons ts directed to 
‘Thomas lord Cromwell, our vicar-general in 
spiritualities, The following list of the whole 
‘house of peers at this time ts deserving a place 
in this work, since it is the last we meet with, 
where the spiritual and temporal lords, abbots 
included, sat together in an Euglish pari. 
List of the Peers as they sut in this Parl. 


The king Thos. duke of Norfolk, 
Theabp.ofCantcrbury — treasurerofEngland 
The Bishops of Charles duke of Suf- 
London - folk, steward of the 
Winchester household 
Exeter Thos, marq. of Dorset 
Lincoln John earl of Oxford, 
Bath and Wells great chamberlain 
Ely of England 
Bangor Wm. earl of Sonth- 
Litchtield and Co+ = ampton, lord high 
ventry admiral of England 
Salisbury _ Wm: earl of Arundale 
Worcester Ralph earl of West- 
Rochester moreland 
Norwich Francis earl of Shrews- 
Chichester bury 
St. David's Henry earl of Essex 
Sit. Asaph Edward ear] of Derby 
Landaft. Henry e. of Worcester 
The Abbots of Thos. earl of Rutland 
Westminster Hen. e. of Cumberland 
St. Alban’s Robert earl of Sussex 
St. Edmundbury Geo. e. of Huntingdon 
St. Mary’s, York John earl of Bath 
Glastenbury Edw. earl of Herttord 
Gloucester Hen. e. of Bridgewater 
Ramsey Arthur viscount Lisle 
Evesham John lord Russel, ad- 
_ Peterborough miral of England 
St. John,Colchester JohnTouchetl. Audley 
Reading John lord Zouch 
Malmsbury Thomas ld, Delaware 
Croyland Hen. Parker |. Morley 
Sciby Thos. Fienes |. Dacre 
‘Thorney Wm. lord Dacre, of 
Winchcombe Gillesland - 
Walthain George Brooke lord 
Cirencester Cobham 
Tewsbur Henry Fitz-Allan lord 
Tavistock Maltrevers 
The xbp. of York Walter Devereux lord 
Bishops of Ferrers 
Durham Edward Gray I. Powis 
- Carl'sle Wn. |. Gray,of Wilton 


Thos, Id. Audley, of Edw.Fenys ld. Clinton 


Walden, chance. of John lord Scroop, of 


Eng'and Bolton 


‘Wm. lord Stourton 
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Thomas lord Vaux. 
Andrew lord Windsor 
‘Thos. lord Wentworth 
Thos. lord Brough 
Edward lord Gray | 
Thomas Stanley lord John lord Mordauns 

Mounteagle Wm. lord Hungerford 
William lord Sandys Wm. Paulet!. Ste. John 

lord Convers Wm. lord Parre. 

The Id. chancellor's speech, at the opening of 
this parl. is wholly omitted in the journals; 
and there are only the names of the receivers 
and triers of petitions to it. Nor is there any 
mention of the name of a Speaker to the house 
of commous ; but, by what will appear in the 
sequel, from the same althority, we find that 
sir Nicholas Hare, kut. was chosen for that 
office. ‘ . 

A Committee for Religion appeinted.| May 
5th, the lord chanc. informed the house of 
lords, “ that it.was his maj.’s desire, above all 
things, that the diversities of opinions concern- 
ing the Christian religion in this kingdom, 
should be with all possible expedition plucked 
up and extirpated. And theretore, since this 
affair was of so extraordinary a nature, that it 
could not well be determined in a short tme, 
considering their various sentiments, by the 
whole house; the king thought it necessary, 
if it seemed good to them, that they should 
chuse a Committee of themselves, to examine 
into these different opinions; and whatever 
they decreed concerning them might be with 
all convenient speed communicated to the 
whole parl.” This was aproved of by all; and 
with unanimous consent a committee was 
chosen to examine these opinions, the namos 
and titles of whom were as tollows: Thomas 
lord Cromwell, vicar general’; abp. of Canter- 
bury; the bps. of Bath and Wells, Ely, Ban- 
gor, Worcester; abp. of York; bps. of Dut- 
ham and Cirlisle. And it was ordered, that 
this committee should have leave to absent 
themselves from the service of the house, 
whilst they had these atiiirs under consider- 
ation. The same day a bill was brought into 
the house by the lord chanc. for the appoupt- 
ment of seuts or places in that assembly, for 
the king’s chief officers ; viz. the king’s vicam 
general in spiritualities, the lord chanc. lord 
treasurer, and others; that from henceforth 
there might be no more dispute about chem. 
Also another bil was brought in, by which re- 
ligious persons, whose monasteries were dis 
solved, might be enabled to inherit any lands 
and tenements which they were htirs to. 

May 10th, the vicar-gencral aforesaid brought 
another bill into the house, which was to at 
tnint certain’ traitors, lately found guilty and 
condemned for high treason. These were the 
late marq. of Exeter, the late lord Montague, 
Edw. Nevile, and: others. It was read twice 
‘that day, and then delivered to the clerk of 
parl. to be engrossed on parchment. On the 

12th the aforesaid bill being read a third me, 
the Vicar-General stood up in the house, 39 
shewed openly a certain habit, made of wht 


John lord Lumley 

John Nevilel. Latrmer 

Charles Blount lord 
Mountjoy 


~ 
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silk, which was found by the lord admiral, in 
the linen wardrobe belonging to the countess 
of Salisbury; on the fore part of which garment 
was embroidered the arms alone of England, 
viz, three lions, surrounded with a border of 
two differeut flowers, called paunces and mari- 
golds. On the back part of it was the device 
which the northern rebels lately used in their 
Insurrection. 

Total Suppression of Monasteries, Abbies, 
&c.] May 13th, the fatal bill for the fall of 
Monasteries, Abbies, &c. was brought into 
the house of peers, by the lord chanc. Audley. 
The title of the bill was, “ concerning the 
establishment to the king’s maj. his heirs and 
successors, of all manner of abbics, priories, 
monasteries, &c. which had come into the 
king’s hands, by reason of the suppression, re- 
duction, and final dissulution of them, on the 
4th of Feb. an. reg. 27.” This bill was ordered 
to be read a 1st time in the house; and then, 
because that the next day the siersy were to 
attend the convocation, and the day following 
was Ascension-day, the chancellor adjourned 
the parl. to Friday, at 8 o’clock in the morn- 
ing, the usual time fixed for their incetingy in 
those days. This is the title which the Jour- 
nal Book gives; but the act itself is more ex- 
plicit, and expresses, “ that leases of manors, 

nging to monasteries, dissolved or to be 
dissolved, and assured to the king, shall take 
effect. That the king shall hold, possess, and 
enjoy to him, his heirs and successors for ever, 
all monasterics, and abbacies, priories, nun- 
heries, colleges, hospitals, houses of friars, 
or other religious and ecclesiastical houses and 
| as which since the 4th of February, 27 
fenry VIII. have been dissolved, suppressed, 
renounced, forfeited, or given up, or by any 
other means come to his highness; or which 
shall be dissolved, &c. As also all manors, 
lordships, lands, tenements, rights, liberties, 
&c. belonging to them. All which, except 
such as came by attainder of treason, shall be 
under the survey and government of the king’s 
court of Augmentation of the revenues of the 
crown. r meng’ titles yet saved.” Thus 
fell the monastical priesthood in England. 
The number of monasteries disfolved, accord- 
ing to Speed, Stow, and Camden, amounted 
to 645; amongst which, 27 had votes, and sat 
in the house of lords, as mitred abbots. Of 
eolleges, were demolished, in divers shires, 90. 
Of chantries and free chapels, some time after, 
#374. And of hospitals, 110. The yearly in- 
come of all amounting to '163,000I. being 
above a third part of all the spiritual revenues 
ja the kingdom. This, added to the almost im- 
mense sums the king must have made of all 
their aang stock of cattle and corn, timber, 
lead » &c. but chiefly of their plate, jew- 
els, and church-ornaments, of which are still 
extant divers rich inventories, must be imcre- 
dible. “This rapine upon the church, with 
the miserable ruin of themselves and houses, 
was divulged abroad in such terms,” says lord 
Herbert, “ as.astonished the whole Cluristian 
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world. For though the excessive number of 
them excused the king in some part for the 
first suppression, this latter had no such spe- 
cious pretext. So that, notwithstanding the 
king’s necessities, no little occasion of slander 
and obloquy was given by these violent pro- 
ceedings.” é < 

A Report from the Committee of Religion.y 
May 16th the duke of Norfolk reported from 
the committee appointed to examine into the | 
different opinions in Religion, which were 
then started up in that kingdom ;” that they - 
had made no progress therein, because they 
were not in one mind themselves; which some 
of the lords had objected to when they were 
first named. Therefore he thought it was best, 
that the 6 following Articles should be put to 
the examination of the whole parl. qnd cach 
man to give his opinion frecly about them. | 
By which means, an union in these matters 
might be come at, and finally determined. 
And that, for the better observance of the 
aforesaid determination some penal statute 
ought to be enacted against those that any 
ways infringe or violate them in any particu- 
lar, The 6 Articles to be examined into 
are these: I. Whether the sacrament be the 
real body of our Lord, without transubstuntia- 
tion? If. Whether the sacrament may be 
given to the laity in both kinds? III. Whe- 
ther vows of chastity, made by men or wo- 
men, ought to be observed, ‘jure divino? 
IV. Whether private masses ought to be kept 
by the same law? V. Whether priests oug 
to marry on the same authority? VI. Whe- 
ther auricular contession be necessary, ‘ jure 
divino?—These knotty points of divinity be- 
ing laid before the whole house to be debated 
on, it took some tine before they could come 
to a determination of them. Yor, | 

May 30, after a short prorogation, we are 
told in the Journals, that the lord chanc. de- 
clared before the lords, “ that not only the 
bps. and other spiritual peers, but even the 
king’s naj. had taken great pains and laboured 
incessantly to bring about an union in the fore- 
oing articles, and had, at last, compleated it. 
é was therefore his maj.’s pleasure, that some 
ae statute should be enacted, to compel all 
is subjects, who were any ways dissenters or 
contradictors of these arricles, to ohey them. 


‘But the form of a statute for punishing such 


offenders he left to their determination.” It 
was therefore agreed on by the whole house, 
that two committees should be appointed for 
that purpose. The at of Canterbury, the 
bps. of Ely and st. Asaph, with dr. Petre, were 
ordered to dictate and compose one form of 
an act for punishing such offenders; and the 
abp. of York, the bps: of Durham and Wine. 
chester, with dr. Tregonnel, to draw up ano- 
ther. Which two forms, so contposed, were to 
be presented to the king on the Sunday follow- 
ing; which was only two days notice. : 
Sir Articles established, &c.] June 7th this 
bloody bill,” as the protestant writers justly 
term it, was brought into the house by the 


639). 


Jord chanc. and read the first trne. The title 
4s, § A bill concerning the Punizninent of thore 
Persons, who either violute or infriage the Ar- 
ticles aforesaid.” The bill was read a Qnd and 
Srd time, on the two days following; and 
then delivered to the king’s attorncy and soli- 
citor-general, to be carried down to the com- 
gnons, where an: amendment was made to the 
bill by them, This was again read and ap- 
proved of by the lords, so that the bill passed 
both houses on the 16th of June; and, amonest 
others, had the royal assent on the lust day of 
this session. — . 

The 6 articles, contained in this statute, and 
which were founded on the 6 foregoing ques- 
tions, proposed by the lord treasurer, are 
these :-— J. If any person by word, writing, 
‘prinung, cypbering, or any otherwise do preach, 
wach, dispute, or hold opmicn, that in the 
dbiessed sacrament of the altar, under form of 
bread and wine, (after the consecration thereof) 
there is not present really the natural body 
and blood of our Saviour Jesus Christ, con- 
ceived by the Virgin Mary; or that after the 
“gaid consecration there remaineth any sub- 

stance of bread aud wine, or any other sub- 
stunce but the substance of Christ, God and 
nan; or that in the flesh under form of bread, 
3s not the very blood of Christ; or that with 
the blood, under the form of wine, is not the 
wery flesh of Christ as well apart, as though 
they were both together; or aitirm the said 
sacrament to be of other substance than is 
aforesaid, or deprave the said blessed sacra- 
ment: then he shall be adjudged an herctic, 
and suffer death by burning, and shall forteit 
go the king all his lands, tenements, heredita- 
_ ments, goods and chattels, as in case of high 
treason.—I[. And if any ead preach in any 
sermon, or collation openly made, or teach in 
apy common sehool or congregation, or obsti- 
nately affirm or defend, that the communion 
"pf the blessed sacrament in bath kinds is neces- 
sary for the health of man’s soul, or ought or 
should be ministred in both kinds: or that it 
} necessary to be received by any person, 
other than priests, being at muss, and conse- 
crating the same.—III. Or that any man, after 

e order of priesthood received, may marry, 
or contract matrimony.—IV. Or that any man 
gr woman which adviscdly hath vowed or pro- 
fessed, or should vow or profess chastity or 
widowhood, may marry or contract marriage. 
—V. Or that private masses be not lawful, or 
not laudable, or should nat be used, or be not 
agreeable to the laws. of God.—VI. Or that 
auricular confession is not expedicnt and ne- 
cessary to be used in the church of God, he 
shall be adjudged to suticr death, and forfeit 
Jand and goods as a fcelon.—If any priest, or 
other man or woman which advisedly hath 
vowed chastity or widowhood, do actually 
Marry or contract matrimony with another ; 
or any man which is, er hath been a priest, do 
carnally use any woman to whom he 1s or hath 
been married, or with whom he hath contract- 
‘ed matrunouy; or openly be conversant or 
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familier with any such woman, both the man 
and the. woman shall he adjudged felors. 
Commissions also shall be awarded to the bi- 
shop ‘or the diocese, his chancellor, cammis- 
sary, and others, to enqure of the herestes, fe- 
lonies, and oifences aforesaid. And also jus- 
tices of peace in their sessions, and every stew- 
ard, under-steward, and deputy-steward in 
their leet or law-day, by the oaths of 12 mer, 
have nuthority to enquire of all the heresies, 
felonics, and offences ytoresaid.” : 
Strype says,“ that great striving. and strag- 
gling was in the house about passing this ball, 
Beside the abp. of Canterbury, other. divines 
and lawyers argued well evainst it; 1t appear 
ing, as they urged, to be not only against truth, 
but against common justice. And that bad 
not the king come himself in person mito the 
parl. house, it would not have passed,” Lord 


Herbert informs us, “ that Craniner, abp. of 


Canterbury, boldly opposed these articles pass: 
ing into a law, for 3 days together ;” we sup- 
pose on the 5 times reaqiag the bill in the 

house of lords. And Foxe says, ** that when 

it caine to be passed, the king desired Cran- 

mer to be out of the house thut day, since he 

could not give his consent to it; but that he 

humbly excused himself, for he chought be was . 
obliged to stay and vote against it, What ae 

guments he used are not known; but the king 

was not displeased with the prelate’s plaimness, 

as knowing all he said was oat of a sincere in- 

téentivn. Though some thought he had @ pac- 

ticular interest in his opposition to the 3rd 

Article, by reason of his wife, whom he had 

marvied about 7 years betore in Germany; 
and for fear of this statute had sent or was: 
about to send her back to her fmends in that 

country. In the Journals of June 24th, we ° 
find a Memorandum of an order made that 
day, tor enlarging the time allowed for priests 
putting away their wives, which, accordmg to 
tho statute, was to take place on the feast of 
st. John the Baptist, which was that very day, 
but it was now prolonged to the 12th of July 
following. And the dates in the bill were or- 
dered to be altered accordingly. 

Acts passed.) Amongst the rest of the sta 
tutes enactedin this parl. these are also re- 
markable.— I. That religious persons, who 
were put out of monasteries, &c. might pur 
chase tends: sue or be sued, but not claim any 
inheritance as descending to them. And that 
if they made 9 vow of chastity after 21, they 
should not marry.”—II, That the king, by she 
advice of his council, or the major part of 
them, might put forth proclamations, under 
such pains and penalties as to him or them 
may secm necessary ; which shall be observed 
as if they had been made by act of par. But 
that this should not be prejudicial to the inhe- 
ritance of any persons, their offices, liberties, 
goods, chattels, or life-—ILI, That the kg 
might nominate and appoint what aumber 
bps. sces fer bps. cathedral churches, as be 
pleused, and also endow them with posses 


sions. On the strength of this act the bine 
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erected 6 new bishoprics, viz. at Westminster, 
Oxford, Peterborough, Bristol, Chester, and 
Gloucester, and endowed them with the reve- 
pues taken from dissolved monasteries.—lV. 
For gate Sead phat of the peers in parl; a 
thing which had been much controverted in 
former reigns. By which Croinwell, the kiny’s 
vicargeneral, though a lock or blacksmith’s 
son, had the precedence of all persons, except 
the royal family.—V. That it should be felony 
to take in the king’s menors, any egg or bird 
of any falcon, goshawk or laner, out of the 
rest; or to find or take tp any falcon, jerful 
con, jerkin, sacer, or sacerite, goshawke, laner, 
or lanerite of the king’s, having on the kine’s 
arms and verviles, and do not bring them to 
the king’s fulconer within 12 days, &c.” 

June 28th, the king came to the house in 
order to pass the bills, and to put an end to 
this session, - At which time sir Nich. Hare, 
Speeker of the communs, addressed his maj. in 
an elegant and learned speech; and, finally, 
humbly besought him, that be would give the 
royal assent to the bills that were ready for 
that purfose. Which, being all read and as- 
sented to, the lord chance. sir Thos. Audley 
prorogned the parl. to Nov. 3rd following. 

parl. met again at the tine appointed 
by the prorocation; by a commission under 
the brund seul, ditected to Thos. lord Audley, 
of Walden, lord high chance. of England, Thos. 
duke of Norfolk, lord treasurer; Charles duke’ 
of Suffolk, lord president of the council, and tu 
his fuithtul eounscllur Thomas lurd Cromwell, 
lord keeper of the privy seal; also to John earl 
of Oxford, great chamberlain, and Win. earl of 
Sonthampton, lord high admiral of England; 
they were impowered to prorncue the present 
pari. from the atoresatd 3d of Nov. in the 31st 
year of thts king, to the 14th of Jan. 1541. 
On which day it was again prorogued to the 
1th day of April next ensuing. . | 
_ At which tne, being once more assembled ! 
in the place called the Parliament Chamber, in 
the old palace at Westminster, the spiritual and 
temporal #irds all present, except the abbots, 
Cromwell being the first in the list under these 
titles: Thomas Dominus Cromwell, eques 
sach ordinis garteri, custos privati sigilli do- 
MIDI regis, ac sux majestatis vicegerens, [vicar 
general, et officialis principalis ad causas ec- 
clesiasticas. 

The Lord Chancellor opened the session with 
& speech to this effect :— By command of the 
king’s maj. this parl. was first sammoned, be- 
gun and prorogued ; as well for tlie picty and 
reverence which he bears to the glory of Al- 
mighty God, ns for the zeal and paternal affec- 
tion he has to the lords his assistants in gove. 
aud the whole body of the English nation, his 
most dear, fhithful, and true subjects; that at 
Iength, by these parliamentary councils, that 
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royal authority, commands the lords, both spiw 
ritual and temporal, that they would freely, 
openly, and ingenuously declare their minds, 
on those things which may seem to tend theree . 
to; and, by their free sufirages, give a sanction 
to them. And, on the contrary, that 
would take care to abrogate and take away 
ems and adverse errors; that co 
armony, and prosperity may flourish, and that: 
a perfect union muy be established. Conjunng: | 
them, that they would not be negligent in thes» 
matters, by the duty and reverence they.owed — 
to Almighty God, respect to their king, and: 
picty to their couatry and the commonwealth.™ 
— After the chancellor had ended his harangue,: 
with the praises and approbation, as the Joun- 
nal expresses it, of all the peers, : 
Thomas lord Cromrcelf, knight of the garter, 
stood up, and spoke to this purpose :—-“ He | 
first took notice of the coacord which the chance. 
had particularly advised amongst them; than | 
which, nothing could be a greater bond tor the 
safety of the king’s maj. and the comman-) 
wealth, Since nothing could be more wished 
for, than that a perfect harmony and mutuak 
consent should always sabsist between the bead. 
and members of this national.body. ‘That his: 
maj. loved concord as much as he hated thar 
contrary vice; but he knew very well thay 
there were not wanting many tares which grew 
up in his field amongst the comm; which, by 
the boldness and bitterness of some, the inve- 
terate and corrupt superstitious tenacity of 
options im others, excited inany contentions 
and quarrels amongst those, which would other: 
wise be pious Christians. Some cajl the others 
Papists, whilst those again term them Heretics 
both wicked in their kinds, and not to be en« 
dured ; and the less so, by reason of the holy 
word of God, which his most serene highness, - 
out of his benignity, had suttered to be pub-. 
lished in books for the safety and comfurt’ of 
his people; that they might read, in their na- 
tive lanvuage, how much that most holy gitt of 
God had been miserably abused and perverted . 
Thus, while some tollow heresies and others: 
superstitions, I call it, adds he, a confusion of 
things, which proceeds from wicked mands: 
Our most illustrious monarch, who, as much ax 
in him lies, neither favours one nor the other: 
side, but, protesses himself a most sincere 
Christian, as a most Christian prince ought.te 
be, neither wavers to the right nor lett; but 
prescribing himself a direct line, guides and. 
directs his steps and judgment by the pure 
word of God and an evangcelistical swicerity.—+ 
That therefure all errors may be rooted ous 
to mnke room for the true religion, bis maj... 
makes it all his serious care and endeavour ; 
and, in this principally, that all well-polished 
set forms of the holy gospel’s true doctrine 
may be established. Secondly,. that all pious 


thing may be effected, which is most conducive | ceremonies and customs may be separated 


tot 
dom, and the greatest benefit to the common- 
wealth. Therefore, his maj. now, as before, 


glory of God, the security of the king-| from the wicked; their real uses taught. and 


inculoated, and their abuses rectitied. And 
that things may at length go well, ail the inba- 


admoursbes, exhorts, ‘demands, and, by his | bitants-of this island, especially  }-uglshmen, - 
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should be admonished against books which 
treat of mnpious and irreverent subjects, by a 
wicked perversion und audacious interpretation 
ef sacred writ. Heavy puins. and penalties 
should be laid upon those, who oftend in these 
things, out of malice; that others may take 
example from thence, and not run headlong to 
their own destruction; and be punished by 
~ aws’ worthy of the lawgivers—And, that 
Christ, the word of Christ and truth, may con- 

uer all errors, in the true exposition and set- 
_ tng forth of the gospel, his majesty hath chosen 
- certain bishops and doctors that will sincercly 
shform us what belongs to the institution of a 
Christian man. These, the orator, reckoned 
up by name; viz. the abps. of Canterbury and 


’- York, the bishops of London, Durham, Win- 


chester, Rochester, Hereford, and St. David's; 
the drs. Thurlby, Robinson, Cox, Wilson, Dey 
almoner to the qucen, Oglethorp, Redinan, 
Edgeworth, Craytord, Symonds, Robins, and 
dr. Tresham, who were all to treat of the true 
doctrine of Christ. Other bishops the king 
had chosen to expound the difference and rea- 
sonableness of ceremonies; viz. the bps. of 
Bath, Ely, Salisbury, Chichester, Worcester, 
and Llandafi, and to these, said he, the busi- 
ness of examining into rites and ceremonies 
. Was committed. Nor would there be wanting, 
te the assistance of both these committecs, his 
maj.’s own suffrage, sincere und exact judg- 
ment to crown the whole. Lustly, that his 
maj.’3 authority might not be despiscd or made 
a jest on, all the king’s judges and commissa- 
nes, who had offended against the known laws 
ef the land, were to be punished, at the dis- 
cretion of these delegates, by the stututes in 
force.” 

The Journals inform us, that great praises 
and commendations were also bestuwed un the 
king’s vicar general, by the lords, for lis elu- 


sa speech, and the handsume manuer he. 


elivered his maj.’s mind to them. And that 
they might, as far as in them laid, promote this 
holy and pious study and desivn. it was unani- 
mously agreed to set aside every Munday, Wed- 
nesday, and Friday, from all other business, to 
attend to it. And every atternoon of the week 
should be for the same use; praying to God 
that he would prosper a work, so well. begun, 
as this seemcd to be, 

A Subsidy granted.] May- 8th, a bill for a 
subsidy of one 15th and a 10th, was brought 
into the house of lords. There were also the 
usual taxations, op denizens and aliens, added 
tu it. The clergy also gave 4s. in the pound ; 
which exorbitant demand, says Jord Herbert, 
« was solely laid upon Cromwell, as the occa- 
gion, which gaincd him an universal hatred 
amongst the people, and was one reason of his 
gudden full after it.” a 

Order of St. John of Jerusalem suppressed. | 
The same day a bill was returncd trum the 
commons, with one -pruvision by them annet- 
ed, for putting into the kiny’s hands all the 
dunds and possessions belunying to the knights 
-o¥ gt. John of Jerusalem, which was read aud 


passed. Lord Herbert says, that these rea 
sons were assigned tor bringing in this bills 
‘“‘ because the knights of Rhodes, or st. John, 
otherwise called the friars of the religion of st. 
John, drew yearly great sums of money. out of 
the kingdom; that they maintained the usurp- 
ed power of the church of Rome; that they 
defamed ‘and slandered the king and his sub- 
jects; that the isle of Rhodes, whence the 
said religion took its name, was then surprised 
by the Turks; and, lastly, that the reveaucs 
might be better employed fur the defence of 
the realm.” hus, adds our authority, fell 
that ancient and pious order; not without 
much scandal abroad, both to the king and go- 
vernment. The grand prior, who bad @ prin- 
cipal place in the house of lords, with some. 
others of the order, who were conformable to 
Hs reduction, had pensions allowed them for 
ite. 

May 11th, after the reading of 6 private 
bills trom the commons, and the lords still sit- 
ting, sir- Nich. Hare, the Speaker of that 
house, with the members, came up; to whom 
the chancellor declared the king's @uud to 
this effect: “ that since the feast of Pentecost 
was now approaching, and it was not possible 
to put an end to this parl. before that tune; 
and though the king understoud that the great- 
est part of the business which concerned his 
maj. had been expedited, particularly the Sub- 
sidy, for which he returned them thanks; yet 
his maj. reflecting that this parl. was first 
called for the establishment of the public goud 
of this kingdom, and,a true concord in the 
Christian religion; and since that great work 
cannot be so soun perfected, which not only 
concerns this kingdom of England, but also 
other nations, and the whole Christian church, 
who huve their eyes and minds set upon their 
proceedings: thercfure his maj. judges it high- 
ly necessary that these inatters should be more 
maturely treated and discussed by himself, 
the bps. and clergy; for which, and several 
other causes, the king thought fit, by bis let- 
ters patent, to prorugue this parl. to the 25th 
of May following; exhorting all the members 
of hoth houses to give their attendance at the 
time aforesaid.” Next follows a copy of the 
king’s letters patents for this prorogation. 

May 25, the purl. being again assembled, 
the first thing that was read in the house of 
peers was a bill to assign a jointure on the 
king’s marriage with the lady Ann of Cleve, 
now called quecu of England. This lady bas 
been mentioned before; the king, during the 
last prorogation, having forced himself to mal- 
ry her; but ina very short time we shall find, 
that this very parl. which now settled a join- 
ture, was equally concerned in a divorce. 

Cromwell attainted and erecuted.| June 10, 
Tho. lord Cromwell, earl of Essex, and the 
king's vicar-general, was attached of high 
trenson in the council-chanber at Westmii- 
ster; and by the lord chanc. and other lords 
there present, committed to the Tower. Aad 
on the 17th, a bill of attainder was breught 
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into the house, and read against lim ; which | 
passed beth houses, on the 2th, ‘nei. con.’ 
Thus this man, who had, from a ldw  begin- | 
uing, mounted to the summit of glory, was on | 
asudden cast down; and is another terrible | 
Instance, alung with cardinal Wolsey, Kuow | 
slippery the footing is of those who depend on 
the snules of princes. He was condemned un- | 
heard, and executed on Tower-Hill, the 28th 
of July, four days after the dissolution of this | 
parhament. 

Validity of the King's Marriage.] July 6th, 
after the rest of the business was done in the 
huase, the lord chance. the abp. of Canterbury, 
the dukes of Norfulk and Suffolk, the earl of | 
Southampton, and the bp. of Durham, partly ! 
by the mouth of the chancelior, and partly by 
their own, spoke to the rest of the peers to 
this elect: * that they very well knew what 
bloody and cruel slaughter had formerly been 
acted in this kingdom, by reason of various 
cuntentions, occasioned by dubivus titles to 


the succession of this cruwn. And since, by 
the grace of God, all these cuontroversics were 
ceased, and all those titles were united, by the 
divine benevolence, in the single person of his 
Inost screne maj.; so that no vccasion of dis- 
cord could arise, unless this shuuld happen, 
That their only hope, the noble prince Ed- 
ward, undoubted heir to his father’s kingdoms, 
should be taken from them by some sinister 
accident. In that case, which God avert, it is 
necessary for the veneral safety, that some 
other future heir, by the divine guudness, may 
be born to them in true and Jawful wedlock, 
And since this is very duubttul by the late-con- 
tracted marriage of his maj, and the most no- 
ble lady Ann of Cleve, because of some impe- 
diments, which, upon enquiry, may arise, to 
make the validity of that marriage dubious, 
Also for the quietness and concord of the 
whole commonwealth in sneceeding times, that 
nothing of this kind should spring up to disturb 
it, it was their serious advice to their Jordships, 
to take it into the consideration of the whole 
house: and that a matter of such high con- 
cern to every degree of men in the kingdom 
might be properly considered, it was necessary 
that the house of commons shwvuld be also con- 
sulted aboutit. That afterwards, a committee 
of both houses should be appvuinted to walt | 
upon his naj. humbly opening to hing, as far 
as decency would admit of, their duubts and 
scruples in this matter, and humbly intreating 
that he would please to acquaint them whether 
the aforeaid marriage was valid or not; and | 
that his maj. would permit the judgment and 
decision of this question to be Jaid before the , 
abps. bps. deans, archdeacuns, and the whole | 
clergy of England, now assembled in convoca- 
tion.” The whole house of lords came to an 
unanimous resolution, on the chanccllor’s mo- 
tion, to send some of their meiibers to the | 
commons, to acquaint them with the particu- | 
lars of its and to desire uUnat, aiter duc delibe- | 
ration had thereon, they would send back 6 of | 
ne body to inform their lurdahips of the ree: 
"OL. 1. 


ene 


sult of their consultation, The commons sent 
sir Tho. Cheney, knt. treasurer of the king's 
household, and sir Wm. Kingsten, comptroller, 
with others, to the number of 20, as a com- 
mittee of their house, to go alung with the 
lords, without delay, to wait upun his inaj. 
with the afuresaid humble supplication, All 
the temporal lords, and this cun:mittee, ac- 
cordingly waited on the king, when the chan- 
ccHor opened the cause of their coming, by 
first returning his may. their hearty thanks tor 
all bis kindnesses and indulgences to them, par=- 
ticularly tor the late act of grace; and then told 
him, that they had a matter of great moment 
tu conununicate, if his maj. would give them 
leave, and pardon their presumption. The 
king answered, “that he could never expect 
that any thing would come from them that 
was either evil, dishonest, or unreasonavle, 
and theretore bad them speak their minds free- 
ly tom.” And atter the chancellor had de- 
hvered the atoresad address, his maj. again 
replied, “ that indeed their message was of 
such a nature, that he could neither deny nor 
grant their request; but that, however, he 
would reter the disquisition of this important 
question to the judyment aud determination of 
the clergy, in the convocation of: boch pro- 
vinces, lia which order, he believed, there 
were as mnany grave, learned, honest, and pi- 
ous men, as could any where be found, wha 
would not say a thing which was not just and 
right; and to these he would coumnit the af- 
fair for their exawinauons;” and ordered his 
letters patents to be made out accordingly: 
This business was very soon concluded ; tor 
we are told by the Journals, that on the 10th 
of June, the two abps. and the rest of the bps. 
declared to the house of lords, that they had 
examined into the affair of the marriage, by 
virtue of the king’s commission directed to 
them; and that, both by divine and human 
law, they had found it valid. Which sen- 
tence they produced under the hands and seals: 
of them all; and which, being publicly read 
and approved un, two of that rev. body were 
assigned to carry it down to the house of com- 
mons for their approbation. And in conse-= 
quence thereof, a bill was brought in the very 
next day, concerning the invalidity of the mar- 
riage between his maj. and lady Aun of Cleve, 
which passed the lords the day after; and in 
afew days more was expedited through the 
commons. And Henry, who had alwavs ano- 
ther wife ready on the death or divorce uf a 
former, was publicly marricd to the lady Ka- 
tharine Howard, niece to the duke of Norfolk, 
July 24th, the king cume to the house of 
lords, with the usual ceremony, in order to pass 
e bills, and to put an end to the parl; sir 
Nich. Hare, Speaker of the Commons, ad- 
dressed himselt to the king on bis throne, to 
this purport: “ The great world contains these 
several divisions, the divine world, the celestial 
and the terrestrial worlds. By the similitude 
of which, man is said to be a micrucosm, that 
is, @ ee world, and hath also 3 parts, viz. a 
2 2 
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head, a breast and inferior members. And in 
likeness of these he asserted that the whole 
English Govt: was constituted; in which the 
king was the head, the peers the body, and the 
commons the: rest of the machine. In all 
which, as there ought to be a strict concord 
betwixt the head and the other parts of a hu- 
man body, so should there be the same uni 
formity between the king, the peers and the 
bag The king is by nume acknowledged to 

e the head of all; and such a head as most 
happily directs and governs the whole English 
constitution ; by graciously giving up much of 
his own right for the snke of the inferior mem= 
bers. Instances of which arc the present act 
of grace and pardon; the statute for freely 
devising two thirds of cach man’s estate, &c: 
which all openly testified that’ both court and 
country must flourish and be happy under 
such a miler; and for which they ought all 


, there present to render him their most hearty 


thanks.” At which words every man stood up 
and bowed themselves to the throne, and the 
king returned the compliment by a® gracious 
uod fromit. After this the Speaker went on, 
anu said, “ that the whole people of England, 
in order to shew some gratitude to his maj. to 
whom they thought themselves so much obliged, 
that they could never pay him according to 
his merits had, lest they should seem unmind- 
ful of such benefits, joined in: granting a Sub- 
sidy, by the consent of both houses, which they 
frecly offered to him. And lastly begged his 
ma). would condescend to give the royal assent 
to the rest of the bills made ready for that pur- 
pose.”—The ld. chanc. then dissolved the parl. 
For the titles of the acts passed in it, we refer 
the reader to our List at the end of this reign. 
A Rebellion in Yorkshire.] Soon atter the 
dissulution of this pari. a rebellion broke out 
wm Yorkshire, under the conduct of sir John 
Nevile. ‘The king however took care to have 
ft suppressed betimes; and the leader of it 
was executed at York. This gave occasion for 
the execution, also, of the old countess of Sa- 
hsbury, who had then been a prisoner two 
yenrs, in the manner before recited. A jea- 
lousy that this insurrection was set on foot by 
her own, or her son cardinal Pool’s instigation, 
eceasioned it. Not long after which, Henry 
resulved to make a progress, m person, into 
Yorkshire; not so much, says lord Herbert, 
“ to extinguish the relics of the last commo- 
ton, as thuse of superstition, miracles and 
ijgrimages. Fur though the king continued 
ha rigour against those that disputed either 
his authority orthe six Articles, and sacrificed 
muny on that score; insomuch that, (as. both 
the reformers, and those that were maintainers 
of the, pope’s supremacy, sutfered etyually) hes 
enemies suid, that, while he adiitted neither 
side, he seemed to be of no religion at all. 
Yet this was but calimny, for he stood firmly 
tu, his grent work of reformation; as the above- 
mentioned design, in the northern progress, is 
3 particular instance.” Henry met with some 
vexation in the midst of this expedition, His 
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nephew James, king of Scots, had promised 
to mect him at York; but when every thing 
was ready for the royal interview, James scnt 
him word he could notcome. This slight was 
highly resented; but he met with a much 
reater trouble on his return to London. For, 
fe was no sooner arrived, than he was credi- 
bly informed that his new queen Catherine, 
who had been with him all his progress, had 
been guilty of incontinericy before he married 
her. ‘The proof against this unhappy lady was 
somewhat stronger than against any of hn 
former wives, as may be scen in lord Herbert, 
who seems to suppress a good deal, in regard 
to the noble family from whence she sprung. 
But, notwithstanding this, Henry was some- 
what puzzled how to get tid of her; and was 
obliged to have recourse to his old method of 
referring his difficulties to a parhament. 

A Parl, called.| Accordingly, a new one 
was called to mect at Westminster, on the 
16th of Jan. 1542. Where being all assembled, 
Thos. lord Audley, still }d. chanc. opened the 
cause of the summons in a grave and eloquent 
speech, sav the Journals, but of so uncommon 
and immoderate a length, that the clerks, 
being busy on different atfairs, could not attend 
to take, even, the heads of the whole speech; 
which, they add, would take three hours to 
white down, and one to read. What they 
could collect, undef the title of Compendium 
Orationis, is to this effect :—* First, the chance. 
declared in what manner David began his 
reign over the pcople of God, the Israelites ; 
he did not pray that honours and riches might 
be heaped upon him, but only that his under- 
standing and wisdom might be enlarged. 
‘ Give me understanding, that I. may search 
thy law,’ as it is in the psalms, This under- 
standing he asked for, that he might the better 
learn the things equally necessary for both 
prince and people. Such was the case, also, 
in our sovereign lord the king; who, when lus 
most sacred maj. first caine to the crown, 
wished for nothing more ardently, or fervently, 
than that God would bestow on him wisdom 
and understanding. The Alnighty anointed 
him with the oil of sapicnce above his fellows; 
above the rest of the kings in the earth, and 
above all his progenitors. This, he added, 
very plainly appears in three inore shining qua- 
lities tham others. In the perfect knowledge 
of the word of God, the chiefest glory in 4 
king; in the exact understanding of the art 
military, which is the 2d virtue in aber 
and in politic knowledge, which holds the 3 
place; as bringing the greatest good to the 
commonwealth. Por the 1st, he commended 
to then all to think, along with himself, how 
his maj. had overthrown and vanquished that 
Roman Goliah, with a sling and a stonce 
The staff of the sling, said he, was the king; 
the stone was the word of God; and the slivg 
was made of thread, twisted by preachers ; 
which threads, or arguments, were no longer, 
more sure, or more substantial than they ough 
ta be.—To the 2d, he desired the Lords 3” 
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Commons to call to mind the king’s great vic- 
tories, both in France and Scotland. Which 
were made more glorious, in that they were 
gained, at one and the same time, in different 
kingdoms.—To the 3d, he, again, commended 
to thei all to reftect, along with himself, on 
the peace which had now continued entire and 
inviolate for 30 years together. When, in 
that time, almost the whole universal world 
was distracted with fatal wars; and princes 
sought to destroy each other by fire and sword. 
—Next he laid before their cyes, what castles on 
the sea coasts had been new-built, what others 
repaired, which for future ages would terrify our 
enemies,and defend the kingdoin from invasions, 
Lastly, he desired thein to consider, that a 
very few years last past, many civil dissentions 
had been composed without bloodshed, by the 
king’s conduct. And at length, that the Irish 
nation, a people barbarous and savage, had 
been reduced to obedience ; insurmuch, that a 
nation, hitherto untractable, now desired to 
submit to his laws. —These, and an innumerable 
number of benetits, conferred upon thein by their 
nyost illustrious prince, he desired them to ree 
member. From whence it plainly appeared 
that he, like David, from the beginning, had 
prayed to God fur understanding to expound 
the laws. And also to pray so effectually, that 
no king commemorated in history, could he 
compared to him.”—At which words, all the 
ec as well as the commons, stood up and 
owed to the throne, with that reverence, as 
plainly shewed, says the Journal, with what 
willing minds they owned his empire over 
them; and what they owed to God, who had 
committed the govt. of the kingdom to the 
care of such a prince. Then the chancellor 
turned his discourse to inform the assembly, 
why they were called to meet at the present 
time. He told them, “ That his maj, had 
summoned his great council, consisting of 3 


distinct bodies, the clergy, lords, and cam 


mons, as the representatives of the people. 
That these $ orders or states should meet as 
the whole body of the English commonwealth, 
That from thence they might learn each man’s 
particular inclinations and qualities ; and if 
chance any defect or excess be found in the 
govt, by their common advice and his maj.’s 
authority, it might be amended, and-the law 
made more vigorous by taking away superflu- 
ties. But, adds the orator, a yet remains 
3 principal causes for calling this assembly. 
The 1st concerned the hopour, praise, and 
glory of God, by an unity in faith and concord 
in religion ; sifting of different opinions, if by 
chance any new one had sprung up, or there 
was yet any old one lett to abrogate, And 
here he mentioned some particular royal laws, 
or proclamations; as, for the true preaching 
of the gospel; for hospitality amongst the 
clergy; and forbidding pluralities, &c, Se- 
condly, what chiefly appertained to their own 
govt. viz, that it ought to be strictly looked 
nto, whether the king’s laws were every where 


abeyed hy the king's subjects; and, if de- 
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spised, why they were made? For many luws 
to the no small hurt of the commonweal, re- 
main perfecly unknown. This concerned the 
oppression of the poor; the power of cvil 
doers, who would observe and keep some l.ws, 
whilst they violated others; yet so, as they 
thomselves would explain their meaning.—- 
Alsa, the great sn es of engrossers; the 
dearness of victuals in a time of such abund- 
dance, and against sturdy beggars. The 3rd 
cause for the summons was, that they amght 
search into and examine whether any new 
vices had broke out in the commonwealth, 
against which there were na laws yet made. 
That if they came in use, then new laws should 
be enacted; in the same manner, as for new 
and unheard of diseases, new drugs and mncdie 
cinecs are sought after and tricd, He then 
told them, that in the fraining such laws, the 
circumstances of the crimes and the qualities 
of the persons ought cluetly to be considered, 
For example, an injury received from a friend 
or a familiar, is heavier than one from an 
open enemy, or an unknown persan; and for, 
this reason the crime of high treason ought ta 
be mare heavily punished.” 

Here the Journal breaks off abruptly, just, 
when the orator was coming to the real point, 
or cause, for which this parl. was called, Whe- 
ther this was done by negligence or design, 114 
the clerks, is uncertain; perhaps, the latter ; 
that the queen’s disgrace might not appear so 
openly on record, in which the king’s honour, 
to which was then paid the highest venerauon, 
was but too much concerned. On the @0th 
day of Jan. the communs presented to the 
king, in parl. Thos, Moyle, esy. as their 
Speaker. Whose excuse for disabilities, &c, 
being nat allowed, he made the usual protes- 
tation for liberty af speech, and was con- 
firmed, 

Proceedings on the attainder of Queen Cuthes 
rine, §c.} Jan, 21, a bill was brought into the 
house, and read a first time far the attutuder, 
on the charge of hjgh treason, of Catherine 
Howard, late queen of England, Jane ney 
Rochford, with others. And in the same bill 
was contained the attainders, on misprision of 
treason, of Agnes Howard duchess of Norfolk, 
Wm. Ifoward,&c, On the 28th, the Id, chanc, 
declared to the rest of the peers, “‘ How much 
it concerned all their honours, not to proceed 
to give too hasty a judgment on the liil for the 
attainder of the queen und others, which had 
yet been only once read amongst them, For 
that they were to remember that a qucen was 
ho mean or private persou, but an illustrious 
and public one, Thereture, her cause was to 
be judged with that sincerity, that there should 
be neither room for suspicion of some latent 
quarrel, or that she should not have liberty to 
clear herself, if perchance, by reason or couns. 
cil she was able to do it, from,the crime laid 
to her charge. For this purpose he thought it 
but reasonable, that some principal persons, as, 
well of the lords as cominone, should be de-. 


puted to go to the queen, partly to tell her the 
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cause of their coming, and partly in order to 
help her womanish tears, by advising and ad- 
monishing her to have presence of mind cnongh 
to say any thing to inake her cause better. 
He knew for certain, that it was but just: that 
a princess Should be judged by equal Jaws with 
themselves; and he could assure them, that 
the clearing herself in this manner would be 
highly acceptable to her most loving husband. 
Bat that,some answer ought to be had from 
her, and to report the truth of it to his maj. 
his advice was, that they should choose the 
abp. of Canterbury; Charles duke of Suffolk, 

rand master of the household; Wm. carl of 
re ere lord privy seal; with the bp. of 
Westminster; if the king’s council approved of 
this, day atter day, to repair to the queen, to 
treat of this matter, according as their own 
prudence mighe think it necessary.” And in 
the mcan time, the sentence concerning the 
bill against her majesty was ordered to be sus- 
pended, 

Jan. 80, the chanc. declared to the lords 
openly, that the privy conncil, on mature de- 
liberation, disliked the message that was to be 
sent to the queen; nevertheless, in the mean 
time, they had thought of another way, less 
taulty, to be put t# the king, or rather to be 
altocether demanded of him: “ 1st. that his 
maj. would condescend, according to his usual 
wisdom in council, to weigh by an cqual ba- 
lance, the mutability of all human atfurs ; that 
nature is weak and corrupt; none made free 
from accidents; and that no man can be hap- 
py in every thing. That the whole state of 
the kingdom depends on his maj.’s resolution 
to divert his mind from all trouble and solici- 
tude, Next, that the attainder of Tho. Cole- 
pepper and F. Dereham, with the king's as- 
scnt, should be confirmed bv authority of parl. 
Also the attainder on misprision agamst lord 
Wm. Howard. And that the park. might have 
leave to proceed to give judement, and to fi- 
nish the queen’s cause; that the event of that 
business may be no longer in doubt. Srd, that 
when all these things are completed in a just 

arhiamentiry methad, without any loss of 
ine. that then his maj. would condescend to 
give his royal assent to thenr; not by being 
aa and speaking openly, as the custom 
hath been in other parliaments, but absent, by 
his letters patents, under the great seal of 
England, and signed by his own hand... That 
the remembrance of this late and sorrowful 
story and wicked facts, if repeated before hin, 
may not renew his grief and endanger his 
maj.’s health, Lastly, they were to bescech 
his maj. that if by chance, by speoking trecly 
on the queen, they should offend against the 
statutes then in being, out of his greet clemen- 
cy, he would pardon all and every of them for 
it. And to propound all these matters ta his 
maj. the au of Canterbury, Charles duke of 
Suffolk, with the earl of Southampton, were 
deputed for that purpose.” 7 : Mes 

Jan. 31, the lord chane, declared to the 
house, “ that their message and requcst of 
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yesterday had been delivered to his maj. by 
the lords commissioners; and that the king 
had denied no part of their petition, but had 
orderly granted every part of it. ‘That he had 
returned them thanks for tlicir loving admoni- 
tion in regard to his health, which he said be 
took care of, not so much for the sake of his 
owar body, as that of the whole republic. Nay, 
his maj. declared further to them than they 
durst ask of him, as in the case of desiring hi- 
herty of speech, &c. For he told them he 
granted yet more, in giving leave for each man 
to spcak his mind freely, and not incur the 
penalty which the laws had fixed on. those 
who took the liberty to talk on the incontinency 
of queens; especially when the said person did 
not do it out of malice or ill will, but out of zeal 
for his service.”—Atter this the chancellor de- 
clared to the lords, ‘that as soon as the lords 
commissioners were dismissed trom his maj. a 
deputation of some principal members trom 
the Commons were admitted to his presence. 
But what was done or said by them, the chan- 
cellor did not well know; only he supposed, 
that they came to deliver much the same mes- 
sage or petition with their lordships. Adding, 
that when the commons were dismissed, he 
commanded that both the Lords and Com- 
mons should again be brought before him to- 
gether, At which time his maj. gravely ad- 
monished them, that they should take great 
care in the framing of good laws, and the due 
observation of them. ‘That no man_ should 
think he was duing his own business singly in 
parl. or that he was called thither for the sake 
of his own advantage; but to do the work 
tending to the good ‘of the public: and that 
every single peer should reflect how much he 
owed to the absent multitude. For which rea- 
son it heboved both peers and commoners ta 


be unanimous; to have frequent nieetings, and 


talk together of the present business, of the 
proposed statutes or bills as they are called, 
which are before them. For his maj. had 
heard, and with sorrow too, that the present 
practice of the members of these honses was 
quite the reverse 3 bills being rejected as dis- 
advantageous to the commonwealth, only be- 
cause they could not be understood by the op- 


posers; nor would those that introduced them 


tuke the trouble to make them more intellizi- 
ble, by explaining their proper sense: so thut 
many vood bills have lust the force of law, 
while each purty was too obstinate to acquaint 
the other with their meaning.” 

Feb. the 11th, the lord chance. produced two 
statutes, which had passed both lords and 
commons; one concerning the attainder of 
the queen, and the other about the method of 
proceeding against lunatics, who before their 
insanity had confessed themseives guilty ol 
high treason. Each statute signed with the 
king’s own hand, and together with his maj.’s 
assent to them, under the broad seal, and 
siened also, which was annexed to the sard 
statutes. This the chane. held forth in bota 
hands, ‘that both- lords -and commons, whd 
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were called for that purpose, might apparently 
see it, and that the statutes might from thence 
have the full force and authority of a law. 
Which, when done, the duke of Suffolk, grand 
master of the king’s household, delivered him- 
self, in a very scrious discourse, to this effect: 
he told the houses, “ that he and his fellow- 
deputies, appointed to wait upon the queen, 
had been with her; and that she had openly 
contessed and acknowledged to them the great 
crime she had been guilty of against the most 
high God and a kind prince, and lastly against 
the whole English nation. That she begved 
them all to implore his maj not to impute her 
crime alone to her whole kindred ar : 
But that his maj. howsoever unworthy she 
might be and undeserving, would yet extend his 
unbounded mercy and his singular beneficence 
to all her brothers, that they might not suffer 
for her faults. Lastly, to beseech his maj. 
that it would please him to bestow some of 
her cloaths on those maid-servants who had 
been with her from the time of her marriage, 
since she had now nothing else lett to recom- 
‘se them as they deserved.” The earl of 
Southampton, lord privy seal, next stood up in 
the house, and, in near the same words, con- 
firmed what the duke had said: adding - - - 
Here the Journal Book again breaks off ub- 
ruptly, and we are only told that the chancel- 
lor prorogued the parl. to the Tuesday follow- 
ing. This last ¢ hiatus in manuscripto,’ along 
with the former, makes it 'scem evident, that 
they were not done by neglect of the clerks, 
but by design; and that it was a trick of state, 
to prevent posterity from being acquainted 
with some matters, not consistent with the re- 
spect they then paid to their grand monarch. 
The parl. was prorogued from the 11th to the 
14th of Feb, and ‘on the 13th the queen and 
lady Rochturd were beheaded on Tower-Hill. 
a 1, the king came to the house of lords, 
when we are only told by the Journal that the 
ees was prorogued to the Srd of Nov. fol- 
lowing, 6 a ia 
Privilege of Parliament.—Proceydings on 
the arrest of a Member} We shall only 
mention one thing more, which happened 
during this session, related by lord Herbert, 
asawrdug done to the antient Privilege’ of 
arliaments. It seems, that'a member of the 
‘omMmMons was arrested, in an action of deht, 
whilst the hotse was Sitting. * The King was 
nO sooner informed of this, than he not only 
Permitted the Commons to release him, but he 
paneled the offenders. The two sheriffs of 
ndon were cominitted prisoners to the tower; 
one of the bailiffs to a place called little-case, 
and the rest to Newgate. ‘ By which means,” 
ds he, “ the king, whose masterpiece it was 
to make use of his parliaments, not only let 
foreign princes see the good intelligence be- 
tween him and his subjects, but kept them all 
at his devotion.” ‘This is all the noble historian 
Says of this matter; but Hollingshead is much 
More circumstantial about it: “ Because,” savs 
ne, “as the case hath been diversely reported, 
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and is commonly alledged asa Precedent for | 


the Priviledge of Parl. he had endeavoured to 
learn the truth thereot; and to set forth all 
the circumstances, at large, from thuse, who, 


by their structions, ought best to know and: 


remember it.”—Lhe member's name was Geo, 
Ferrers, esq. a servant of the king’s, and clect~ 
ed a burgess for the town of Plymouth. One 
day as he was going to the parl. house he was 
arrested hy a process out of the king’s bench, 
at the suit of one White, for the sum of 200 
marks, for which he stood engaged, as a surety, 
fur one Weldon, of Salisbury, and carricd to 
the counter in Broad-street. Sir Tho. Movie, 
knt. the Speaker, being intormed of this, ac- 


aa 


quainted the house with it, who forthwith or- 


dered the serjeant at arms to repair to the sid 
prison and demand the prisoner.—The serjeant 
went immediately to the counter, but the 
clerks and officers there were so far trom de- 
livering the prisoner, that they torcibly resisted 
him; broke the serjeant’s mace, and knocked 
down his servant. During this squabble, the 
two sheritis of London, Rowland Uhll and Hen. 
Sucheliff, cane thither, to whom the serjeant 
complained of this abuse, and of them required 
the delivery of the imprisuncd member; but, 
they, not only denicd to deliver him, but 
treated the serjeant very contemptuously ; and 
he was forced to return without him to the 
house.—Finding the members still sitting, the 
serjeant declired to the Speaker all the cir- 
cumstances of his ill usage; upon hearing of 
which, the whole house, among whom were 
several of the king’s privy council and chamber, 
would sit no longer without their brother mem- 
ber, but rose up and went in a body to the 
lords, where their Speaker informed the chance. 
what a great indignity was put upon them. The 
lords and judges there assembled took the cons 
tempt to be of avery high nature, and rererred 
the punishment of it tu an order of their own 
house. ‘the cominons returning, after some 
debate on the case, soon came to a resolution 
to send their serjeant to the sheritt’s house, and 
require the delivery of the prisoner without any 
other warrant. For though the lord chance: 
had offered his writ to them, they refused it, 
as judeing that their commands were to be ex+r 
ecuted by their own serjeant, with his mace, 
without any other authoritv.—But before the 
serjeant at arms came with this second ines- 
sae, the sheriffs had been told how heinousiy 
the matter was taken; and therefore they now 
dclivered the prisoner to him without any he- 
sitation. ' But the serjeant’s orders went fur- 
ther; he charged the sheritts to appear per- 
sonally before the house at 8 o’clock the next 
morning, and bring with them the clerks of the 
counter, and such otber officers as were con- 
cerned {in the affrayv.—The next day the she- 
riffs, &c, appeared at the bar of the house, 
when the Speaker charged them with the con- 
tempt and imsdemeanour, and commanded 
thein to answer, immediately, without allowing 
them any counsel ; though sir Roger Cholmiey, 


recorder of London, and others of the ci 
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counscl, offered to speak in the cause. 
end, the shcrifls, and White, the prosecutor, 
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having lost it by law,- you have restared the 
sume aginst him that was his debtor, And, 


were committed to the tower, and the rest to vif it be well considered what an expence it 


Newgate as aforesaid, There they remaincd 
2 duys, and then, on their own petition, and at 
the humble request of the lord mayor of Lon- 
don, and other friends, they were discharged.— 
But, there still remained another dihculty to 
settle. ‘The said Ferrers, being condemacd in 
the debt, and lying in execution for it, but re- 
leascdl by the privilege of parl. could rot, by 
Jaw, be again put under execution for the same 
debt ; and so the party was left without remedy 
for his debt, as weil against him as his principal 
debtor. ‘This knotty point in law was debated 
an the house tur 9 or 10 days together. At last 
‘It was resolved to make a particular act, to 
revive the execution of the said debt against 
Weldon, the principal, and to discharge Fer- 
rers of it. This occasioned a division in the 
house, and it was only carried for Ferrers by 
14 voices.” 

The same authority informs us, that the king, 
being advertised of these proceedings, called 
before him the lord chanc. and his judges, with 
the Speaker of the commons, and several of 
the alee members of that house; to whom he 
declared his opinion to this effect :-—“ He first 
commended their wisdams in maintaining the 
Privileges of their House; which he would not 
have infringed in any point. He alledged that 
he being the head of the parl. and attending in 
his own person on the business thereof, ought, 
in reason, to have privilege for hiinself and all 
his servants, in attendance on him. So that 
at Ferrers had been no burgess, but only his 
servant, in respect of that he ought to have 
privilege as well as any other. For I under- 
stand, says he, that you enjoy the same privi- 
Jege, not only for yourselves, but even for your 
cooks and horse-keepers. Mv lord chanc. here 
present hath informed me, that when he was 

speaker of the Jower house, the cook of the 
teanple was arrested in Loudon, on an execu- 
tion upon the statute of Staple. And, because 
the said cook served the Speaker in that office, 
he was taken out of execution by the privilege 
of parl. Likewise the judges have informed 
ws, that we at no time stand so high in our 
estate royal as in the time of parl.; when we 
as head, and you as members, are conjoined 
and knit together into one body politic; so 
that whatsoever injury is done ar otiered during 
that time, against the meanest member of the 
ouse, is judged as done against our own per- 
son, and whole court of parl. The prerogative 

f which court is so great, that, as our learned 
yn the laws inform us, all acts and pracesses, 
coming out of any other interior courts, must 

r that time cease and give place to the high- 
¢st.—And, as touching the plaintiff in tins 
cause, It wus a great presumption in bim, know: 
ing our servant to be one of this house, and 
being warned of it before, still to prosecute 
this matter, out of time; and therefore was 
well worthy to lose his debt, which I do not 
wish; and most commend your equity, that 


i hath been to ourself and you all, as well as 


loss of tine, which should have been employed 
in affairs of our realm, to sit here near a fort- 
night, about this one private case, he may 
think himself better used than his desert. This 
I hope will be a good example to others, ta 
learn better manners; and not to attempt any 
thing against the priviicses of this high court of 
ae but to stay for a proper opportunity, 

‘his is my opinion, and if I err, T must refer 
myself to the judgment of our lord justices, 
here present, and the other learned of the 
laws.”-—U pon which, sir Fdw. Muntacute, lord 
chief justice, very gravely gave his opinion, 
contirming, by divers reasons, al] that the king 
had said; which was assented to by all the 
rest, no one speaking to the contrary.” 

War with Scotland and France.] In Oct. 
1542 war was proclaimed against Scotland; 
and when the parl. met on the 3rd of Nov. acs 
cording to prorogation, they were again ad- 
journed to the 22nd of Jan. following. In this 
short interval, a war with France was also re- 
solved on; and, in order to raise money ta 
support the expence of both, the parl. was 
summoned to mect, at the tune appointed, in 
order to sit to do business. In the Journals is 
no opening of this 2nd session by the Id, 
chanc.’s declaration, as usual. And, though 
the honses continued sitting from the .time 
aforesaid, to the 12th of May, 1543, yet there 
are no particular speeches, or declarations, 
made hy any of the great otficers of the crown, 
to be tound in those records. On which last 
mentioned day, the king came to the lords, and 
aguin prorogued this parl. to the 3rd of Nov, 
following. 

Acts pussed.] The principal act that passed 
both houses, had tbe grant of another subsidy 
from the laity neluded in it. Tt was ordered 
to be paid to the king, in 3 years, after this 
manner :—* they who were in goods worth 
20s. and upwards to 5]. paid 4d. of ever 
pound; from 5l. to 101. 8d.; from 101, to 20 
1/4; from 201. and upwards, 2s. All strangers, 
as well denizens as others inhabiting here, dous 
ble the sum; strangers not inhabitants, that 
were 16 years old and upwards, paid 4d. for 
every head or pole. As for lands, fecs and 
annuities, every native paid 8d. in the pound 
from 40s. to 51.; from 51. to 101. 1/4; from 10], 
to 20]. 2s.; from 20]. and upwards, 3s. ; stran- 
gers still after all these rates doubling the sum, 


| As for the clergy, they granted a snbsidy of 


6s. in the pound, to be paid off their beneficcs 
in perpetmty, in 3 years following; and every 
priest baving no perpetuity, but an annual stis 
pend, paid ycarly, during the said 3 years, 6/8. - 
Besides which, by accasion of a dearth of vic- 
tuals, a sumptuary law was made, whereby the 
mayor and sheritls of London, as also the ser- 
jeants aud yeomen of their houses, were li 
mited to a certain number of dishes: they 
were alsa forbidden to buy certain kinds of 
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fowl, Nevertheless, in regard of the great 
confluence of people in this parl. time, and 
the scarcity of fish, the king, by proclanration, 
Gispensed with eating of white-meats in lent, 
forbidding yet the eating of flesh so strictly, 
that Henry earl of Surrey, with divers lords, 
knights and gentlemen, were imprisoned for of- 
fending herein.” The preample to the above 
rants sets forth “ the expence the king had 

en at in his war with Scotland, and for his 
other great and urgent occasions.” By which 
was meant the war with France, which broke 
out, In earnest, the next summer. 

Act for reformation of Religion.| Cranmer, 
and the other reformers, took this opportunity 
to push on the great affair of reformation ; and, 
though it was mach ee in pal. yet Bur- 
het informs us that his resolution carried it 
through, though not in so clear a method as 
he proposed it; for the bill was clogged with 
Inahy provisos, which rendered it very much 
short of what he designed. The title of this 
bill is, “ an act for the advancement of true 
religion, and abolishment of the contrary.” 
The preamble sets forth “ that many seditious 
ted ignorant people had abused the li- 
berty granted then for reading the Bible; 
and great diversity of opinions, animosities, 
tumults, and schistns, have been occasioned 
by perverting the sense of the scripture. 
To retrieve the mischiets arising trow thence, 
it is enacted, that a certain form of or- 
thodox doctrine, consonant to the inspired 
writings, and the doctrine of the catholic and 
apostolic church, shall be set forth as a stand- 
ard of belief; That Tindal’s false translation 
of the Old and New Testament, and all other 
books touching religion in the English tongue, 
coutrary to the Articles of Faith, or that Sum- 
mary of Doctrine published by the king in 
1540, or any time after during his ma)j.’s 
rcign, shall be suppressed, and forbidden to be 
tead in the king’s dominions.— All printers and 
booksellers are prohibited printing or vending 
any of the said books. The exposing the doc- 
trine of the religion established, in plays and 
ballads, is likewise prohibited under deep for- 
feitures and imprisonment. All books like- 
wise impugning the Holy Sacrament of the Al- 
tar, or maintaining the damnable opinions of 
the Anabaptists, are prohibited under forfei- 
tures and fines. The reading the Bible is like- 
Wise prohibited, to all under the degrees of 
entlemen and gentlewomen.” After this fol- 
ows a proviso of some liberty: © that it shall 
be lawful ‘for all persons whatsoever, to read 
or teach all such doctrine, as is or shall be set 
forth by his maj. since the year of our Lord 
1540. And also the Psalter, Primer, Pater- 
Noster, Ave, and Creed in English. And if 
any spiritual person shall sreacl or maintain 
any thing contrary to the doctrines above- 
mentioned, he shall recant for his ist offence, 
abjure for his 2nd, and bear a faggot; and for 
a farther relapse shall be adjudged an heretic, 
siiffer the pains of burning, and forfeit all his 
goods and chattles, 


. 
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In 1543, Henry married the lady Cathcrine 
Parr, widow to the lord Latimer, who wag 
estecmed a lady of great worth. Soon after, 
Wm. lord Parr, her brother, was made earl of 
Essex, and others of ber relations preferred. 
‘In short,” says lord Herbert, “ the king 
lived apparently well with her for the most 
pa but all this seemed nothing to him, un- 
ess he parted alwavs in good terms with, his 
parliaments ; for he accounted a part. his most 
loval spouse ; and not without reason, for he 
never desired any thing of them which they did 
not perform.” Some more instances of which 
we mect with in the next session, which began 
Jan. 14, 1544. , 
Henry assumes the title of King of Ireland.] 
We ineet with nothing remarkable in this ses- 
sion, but the bill brought into the lords for al- 
tering the king’s stile or title. Henry had 
thoucht fit, some tine before this, to assume to 
hinselt the title of “ King of Ireland;” and 
had prevailed upon the parl. there to recog- 
nize him as such, And, now being laid before 
the house of lords, in England, they also passed 
it, and sent it dawn tothe commons. But, or 
the 4th of Feb. a committee was sent from the 
lower house, to desire a conference with the 
lords about it. The lords readily agréed to 
this, and appointed 12 of their house, who 
were to mect on the morrow, at 8 o’cluck in 
the morning, with a committee of the same 
number from the commons, ?n the pari. cham- 
ber, to consult together about this business. 
We are not told hy the Journal what was done 
or said at this conference; but that the next 
day, the bill for altering the king's stile was 
sent from the commons; and the clerk takes 
notice, that it must be a new bill, probably 
agrecd upon by the commissioners, since it 
was read again, and passed in the lords as 
such. Ft was ordained by this act, that the 
kiny’s stile of “ king of England, France, and 
Treland, defender of the faith; and of the 
church of England, and also of Ireland, in 
earth, the supreme head,” shall be united and 
aunexed for ever unto the imperial crown of 
this realm of England. By this act also it was 
declared, where and before whom treasons 
committed out of the realm should be tried. * 
Act for settling the Suecession.| Feb. 7th, 
another act, of still inore public concern than 
the former, was brought into the lords, and 
read a 1st time. This was to settle the suc- 
cession to the crown, after the demise of the 
king; whereby the princess Mary, daughter to 
Kathrine, bis first queen, was declared legiti- 
mate, and put under a possibility of succeed- 
ing to the throne. And the whole busiziess 
was scttled among his children in such a mane 
ner, as far as by our Jaws a king is warranted, 
that all cause of competition was taken away 
by it. The act passed both houses on the 


16th, without opposition; and since bp. Bur- 


net hath abridged it, we thiuk it worthy of a 
place in’ these enquiries. The act contains, 
“< that the king beme now to pass the seas, to 
make war upon his ancient enemy the French 


~ 
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king, and being desirous to settle the succes- | cular their bills, none but one, relating to the 
siun to the crown; it is enacted, that in de- treserving of tenures, ido tee which was 


fault of heirs of prince Edward's body, or of | then ordered to be cancel 


heirs by the king’s present marriage, the 
crown shall go to the lady Marv, the kine’s 
eldest daughter; and in default of heirs of her 
body, or if she do not observe such limitations 
or conditions as shail be declared by the king's 
letters patents under his great sea or by his 
last will under his hand, it shall next fall to 
the lady Elizabeth, and her heirs; or it she 
have none, or shal not keep the conditions de- 
clared by the king, it shall fall to any other 
that shall be declared by the king’s letters pa- 
tents, or his last will sigued with [iis hand. 
"There was also an oath devised, instead of 
those formerly sworn, both against the pope’s 
supremacy, and for maintaining the succession 
m all points ‘according to this act: which, 
whosocver refused to take, was to be adjudged 
a traitor; and whosoever should, either m 
words or by writing, say any thing contrary, to 
this act, orto the peril and slander of the 
King’s heirs, limited in the act, was to be ad- 
judged a traitor.” | 
March 29th, when the whole business of 
this session was expedited, the Lords, in their 
parhament-robes, and the whole house of 
commons, with their Speaker, all waiting the 
King’s comnng to put an end to it, the duke of 
Nortolk, lord treasurer, in the absence of the 
lord chance. who was then on his death-bed, ac- 
quainted the house, “ that the king was pre- 
vented from coming to them by some urgent 
business that required dispatch; but that his 
maj. considering how long this session had Tast- 
ed, and that none had absented trom it, with 
the expence that must attend such a stay; 
likewise the great labour and pains they had 
taken in framing a set of new laws, winch his 
maj. bad carefully perused. Therefore he had 
first commanded him to acquaint them, in his 
maj.’s name, that he sincercly thought them 
no less good subjects to him than useful ones 
to the republic. That his may. had also com- 
tmanded him to praise their studious and ho- 
nest intentions; not duubting, but that their 
practice and his love to them tor it would ever 
contnue, Lastly, the duke said, he, an hum- 
ble subject, was commanded to tell them, m 
his maj.’s name, that to all the bills which 
they had got ready, he would yive his royal 
assent. Adding, that lis most serene high- 
ness had not done this only by his mouth, but 
bad also sent lis letters patents to contirm it.” 
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After which toliows a copy, in English, of the | 


letters 
all the 
pissed ito statutcs. 


illy that were to be by the royal assent 
Which beme read by 


ee wherein is recited the titles of | 


{ 


the clerk of pail. the whole assembly, says the | 


Journal, burst out into loud praises and enco- 
maiums ou their good king, who thoughe his 
eubjects worthy of such good laws. ‘Then the 
duke of Norfolk proceeded to tell chem, “ that 
now they were all sensible in that good part 
big inay. had taken their labours, by conde- 
scepding to give lus royal assent to all and sin- 


ed.” The duke, 
lastly, told them, “ that his maj. thought this 
a tit, if not a necessary opportunity, that every 
one of thein should return to their own homes, 
The wars now breaking out on every side, and 
his maj. intending this summer, by God’s 
grace, to assert his just right to his patrimony 
in France, their longer stay might be a hin- 
derance to his preparation; he had there- 
fore granted his letters patents, to commission 
certain lords to dissolve this parl.; which, af 
ter reading of the said commission, was dis- 
solved accordingly.” In the Journals are the 
titles of 25 public and private acts; in the 
Statute-Books only 18: tor the titles of the 
public acts see our Lat at the end of this reign. 

Money raised by a Bencevolence.| Levies and 
preparations were now made to carry on the 
war, both avainst France and Scotland; and 
over the latter kingdom Henry’s army gained 
great advantaves, by the taking and burning of 
Edinburgh, and other towns in that neighbour- 
hood. Nor was he legs solicitous about France, 
having transported an army of 30,000 men to 
Calais, and actually went over to conduct the 
war in person. Lord Herbert, and the larger 
English historians, mnay be consulted for a par- 
ticular account of these wars. Whatever the 
SUCCESS Was, it may well seem not to be worth 
the expence, when the king's necessities drove 
hin to very mean ways to raise money for car- 
rving it on, For though he bad much en- 
riched himself with the revenues of the sup- 
pressed ubbies, and besides had great subsidies 
and Joans from his subjects; yet fortifications, 
shipping, and other provisions had exhausted 
his treasure. Add to this,. he found out that 
his crafty neighbours lad well nigh draincd 
his kingdom of the current money, whilst they 
made great advantage of it in their own. To 
remedy which evil, the king both enhanced 
our gold from 45s. to 48». an ounce, and silver 
fron 3/9 ta 4s. He likewise cansed some 
new-comed base money to be made current, 
though not witbout much murmuring. He had 
borrowed also divers sums of money of dilter- 
ent people, giving them privy scals for their se- 
curity. But all not supplying the vast expence 
of the war, Henry set on foot the old practice 
of raising money by a Benevolence, and, in 
1544, he appomted commissioners to collect 
it, beginning at London with the lord-mayor 
and aldcrinen. It is remarkable, that amongst 
thoxe inaistrates there was one, called Read, 
that refused to pay his share. On which he 
was seizcd, and sent to serve in the war 
against the Scots; where, in the battle at Ap- 
cram, the next spring, he was slain.’ Many 
excused themselves also by their penury ; 10. 
regard the king had taken up so much corm 
trom them this year for his use, and not as yet 
paying fur it; so that, in effect, this Benevo- 
lence raised not so much money as Henry ex- 
pected, and what was collected came with 
much grudging, 
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A Parl. caited.| All these ways and means 


not answering Henry’s purpose, writs wcie 
sent out for a parl. to meet at Westminster, 
on the 23rd of Nev. 1546. The clerks have 
again neglected to insert the initiating speeches 
‘ and ceremonies at the opening of this parl. in 
the Journal; and we meet with nothing more 
than the names of the peers and the receivers 
and triers of petitions. Nov. 27, a bill was 
brought into the lords for the abolishing of he- 
resies, and of some books tainted with false 
‘opinions. It was read a 1st time, and com- 
mitted to the abp. of Canterbury, the lord 
Pawlet, the earls of Herttord and Shrewsbury, 
the bps. of Ely, Sarum, and Worcester, the 
lords De la Ware, Morley, and Ferrers for ex- 
amination. 

Dec. 14th a bill was brought up to the lords 
from the commons, by sir ‘Tho. Cheney, trea- 
surer of the household, and vthers, for grant- 
ing a Subsidy to his maj. And the next day, 
another bill was read a 1st time, for the disso- 
lution of all colleges, chantrics, hospitals, fr¢c 
chapels, &c. Which bills passed both houses, 
without any opposition, ‘Ihe subsidy was 2/8 
in the pound on goods, and 4s.in the pound on 
land, to be all paid within two Beate The 
clergy also granted 6s. in the pound, which was 
afterwards confirmed, as the custom then be- 
gun, by the whole parl. But the bill for the 
Dissolution of Colleges, &c. made much more 
-aoise in the world; and, as lord Herbert well 
observes, “ nothing could be pleaded in excuse 
for it but the king’s necessities, which every 
man must think violent, when, udds he, they 
retrenched upon the reverend foundations of 
colleges, free chapels, chantries, hospitals, tra- 
ternitics, brotherhvods, guilds, and stipendary 

riests, which had continuance in perpctuity. 

‘ogethor with all their manors, lands, and he- 
-reditaments, which were now committed to 
the king’s disposal; aid that they should be in 
the order and survey of the court of Augimen- 
tations; the right to others yet saved, and se- 
veral provisions yet made. The motive for 
bringing in this bill was alledged to be the 
king’s great charges in his wars with France 
and Scotland, as also the abuses of the rulers 
and governors of the said colleges, &c. Upon 
which, and the king’s solenin promise to the 
parl. that ‘ all should be done to the glory of 
God, and common profit ef the realm,’ the 
hill was passed.” ‘There arc no less than 32 
titles of acts passed in this parl. in the Jour- 
nals; the Statute Books give us only 25. 

The King’s Speech at proroguing the Parl.| 
The parl. continued to sit tll Christinas Eve, 
when the king came to the house, passed bills, 
and prorogued it to the 4th day of Nov. in the 
next year. This ig all that is entered in the 
Journals; but historians are not so silent; for 
we are told, that after the Speaker of the Cow- 
mons had made an elegant oration, on pre- 
senting the bills to the king, his maj. in per 
son made the following answer :* 


4 This speech is in Hall's Chronicle, who 
«Von 2. 
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“ Although my chancellor for the time being, 
hath before this time used very eur and 
substantially to make answer to such rations, 
us hath been set forth in this high court of 
parl.; yet is he not so able to open and set 
torth my mind and meaning, and the secrets 
of my heart in so plain and ample a manner, 
as Imyself am, and can do. Wherefore, I, 
taking upon me to answer your eloquent ora- 
tion, Mr, Speaker, say that where you, in the 
name of our beloved commons, have both 
pee and extolled me, for the notable qua- 
ity that you have conceived tu be in me, [ 
most heartily thank you all, that you have 
put me in remembrance ot my duty; which 
Is, to endeavour myself to obtain, and get 
such excellent qualities and necessary virtucs, 
as a prince or governor should, and ought tu 
have; of which gifts I recognize myselt both 
bare and barren; but of such small qualities 
as God hath endowed me withal, I render tu 
his goodness ny most humble thanks, intend- 
ing with all my wit and diligence, to get and 
acquire to ine such notable virtues, and princely 
qualities, as you have alledged to be incorpo- 
rated in my person. These thanks for your 
loving adihonition and good counsel first re- 
membered, I eftsoons ane you again, be- 
cause that you considering our great charve, 
not for our pleasure, but for our defence; not 
for our gain, but to our great cost, which we 
have lately sustained; as well in defence of 
your aad our enemies, as fur the conquest of 
that fortress, which was to this realm most | 
displeasant and noisome, and shall be, by 
God’s yrace, hereatter to our nation most 
profitable and pleasant; have freely of your 
own minds granted to us a certain subsidy 
here in an act specified, which, verily, we 
take in good part, regarding more your kind 
ness, than the profit thereof; as he that set- 
teth more by your loving hearts than by your 
substance. Besides this hearty kindness, I _ 
cannot a little rejoice, when I consider the 
perfect trust and confidence which you have 
put in me, as men having undoubted hope, 
and unfeigned belicf in my good doings, and 
Just proceedings for you; who without my de- 
sire or request, have committed to mine order 
and disposition, all chantries, colleges, hos- 
pitals, and other places speciticd in a certain 
act, finmly trusting that I will order them to 
the glory of God, aud the profit of the com- 
monwealth. Surcly, it I, contrary to your 
expectation, should suffer the ministers ot the 
church to decay ; or learning, which is so great 
a jewel, to be minished ; or poor and miser- 
able to be unrclieved; you might say, that I 
being put in so special a trust, us I ain in this 


very probably heard it; for he says, it is as 
near taken as he is able to report it. Bp. 
Burnet says, that he cannot suiliciently wonder 
that no entry 1s made in the Journals of this 
speech; yet it is not to be doubted but Henry 
made it, since it was publisbed by Hall soor 
after, 


20 
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case, were no trusty friend to you, nor chia- 
ritable to inure, nor even a christian, neither 
a lover of the public wealth, nor yet one that 
feared God, to whom account aust be ren- 
dered of all our doings. Doubt not, I pray 
vou, but your expectation shall be evel more 
godly and goodly, than you will wish or desire, 
as hereatter you shall plainly perecive. Now, 
since I find such kindness on your part to- 
wards me, I cannot chuse but love and favour 
vou; affirming, that no prince in the world 
more favoureth fis subjects than I do you, 
nor no subjects or commons more loved and 
ebeved ther sovereign lord, than [ perceive 
you do ine; tor whose deience my treusure 
shall not be ‘hidden, nor aif necessity require, 
mv person shall not be unads enturcd, Yet, 

although [wish you, and vou wisi me to ie 
In this perfect love and concord; this friendly 
amity cannot continue, except both you mv 
lords temporal and ny lords spiritual, and vou 
my Joving subjects, study and take pains to 
amend one thing, which surely is amiss, and 
far out of order, to which [ anest heartily re- 
quire you, which is, that charity and concord 
is not among you, but disorder and disscntion 
bearcth rule in every place. St. Paul saith 
to the Corinthians, iu the 1th chap. § Charity 
is gentle, charity is not envious, charity ts net 
proud,’ and so forth, in the snid chapter. be- 
held then, what love and charity is among 
vou, when the one calleth another heretic 


cand anabaptist. and he calleth him avain papist, j 


hypocrite, and pharisce 5 be there tokens of 
charity amongst you, are these signs of fra- 
ternal love between you? No, no, I assure 
You that this lack of ¢ harity amonyst yourselves, 
will be the hinderance and uaswaging OF thie 
fervent love between us, as T sand beture, ex- 
cept this wound be salved, asd clearly made 
whole. I must needs judge the fanlt, and oc- 
easion of this discord, to be partly by newli- 
gence of you, the fathers and preac hers of the 
spirituality: for if I know a man which liveth 
in adultery, I must judge him a letcherous, 
and a carnal person: if | see a man boast and 
bray himself) [ cannot but deem hin a proud 
man. sec here, daily, that you of the clergy 
preach one against another, teach one con- 
trary to another, envy one against another, 
without ¢ harity or discretion; 
in tucir old mumpsimus, others be too busy 
and curions in ther new sumpsiimus. 
men, almost, be in variety and discord, and 
dew or no preaching truly and sincerely the 
word of God, according as they ought to do. 
Shall T judge you charitable perscus doing 
this? No, no, [ cannot do su: alas! huw 
can the poor souls live in concurd, when you, 
preachers, sow amongst them, in vour ser- 
mons, debate and discurd? Of you they look 
for lighs, and you bring thein ty darliness. 
Amend these crnnes, L exhort you, and set 
out God’s word, both by true preaching , and 
good example-giving : or else, 4d, waom God 
hath wppomted his vicar and hich minister | 
here, will sce these divisions calnct, and 


some he too stut 


Thus ail! 


? 


these enormities corrected, according to my 
very duty, or else [ am an unprofitable ser- 
vant and an untrue oficer. Although I say, 
the spintualimen be in some fault, that charity 
is nut kept nmongst vou, yet, you of the tem- 
porality, be not clear and unspotted of malice 
and envy; tor you rail at bishops, speak scam 
dulously vt pricsts, aud rebuke and taunt 
preachers, both coutrary to good order, and 
christian traternity ; if you know, surely, that 
a bp. or preacher erreth, or teachcth perverse 
dvetrine, come and declare it to some of out 
council, or to us, to whom is cominitted, by 
God, the high authority, to reform and order 
such causes and behaviours; and be not Judges, 
yoursclyes, of your fantastic Opimions, and 
Vall expositions; fur in such high causes, vou 
may hehtly err. And, aithough you be per- 
mitted to read holy scripture, and to have the 
word vf Goud ins your mother-tongue, you 
wust understand, it 1s licensed you so ty ‘do, 
obly to intorm= your own consciences, and 
lastruet your children and family ; and not 
to dispute and sake scripture a raikng and 
taunting stock against priests and prez achers » BS 
many light persois do. Tam very sorry to 
know, and hear, how unre verendly ‘that most 
precious jewel, the word of God, is disputed, 
rhimed, sung, and janzled, in every ale-house 
and tavern, contrary ta the true meaning 
and doctrine of the same; and yet [aim even 
as much sorry, that the readers of the sane, 
follow at, in dog it so faintly, and coldly; 
fur of this Iam sure, that charity was never 
so fidnt amongst: you, and virtuous and godly 
living was never less used, nor God himself, 
amongst christians, was never less rev erenced, 
honoured or served. Theretore, as [ said be- 
forc, be in charity one with another; like 
brother and brother love; dread and_ fear 
God; to the which I, as your suprcme head, 
and sovercien lord, exhort and require you; 
and then {doubt not but that love and league, 
that L spake of in the beginmug, shall sever 
be discouraged, or broken between us. ‘Ta 
the making of laws wlich we have now made 
and conciuded, Lesxhort you, the makers, to 
be as dilizent in putling theme i exaec ution, as 
vou were in mang und furthering of the 
same; or else your labour shall be in vain, 
and your communwealth nothing relieved. 
Now to your pettuon concermnog our roval 
assent to be civen to such acts, as have passed 
both the houses, they shall be read openly, 
that we ae hear them.” 

Vhe D. of Norfolk and his Son attainted.| 
The Journal furnishes us with another sessiou 
of this parl. which, as wus suid before, was 
prorocucd to the ath of Nov. but was avant 
adjourncd to the Lath of dan. 1347, when 
they met to do business. On the Jeth a bill 
was brought into the house fur the Attandure 
of Tho. dake of Nortolk, and Mienry carl of 
Surrey, bis son, le was read a first ume, and 
Gomi: itted to. the king’s sulicitur-zenecal tur 
examination, The bill passed the lords on the 
2uth, and was returned, passed by the com- 


$65] PARL.-HIST. 38 Hexey VIII. 1547.—Tares.—Price of Provisions and Labour. [566 


mons on the 24th. On the 27th, the ld. chance. 
now the id. Wriothesley, ordergd all the peers 
to put on their park. robes, aad that the Com- 
mons, with their Speaker, should be called 
beture him. © Which done, the said chance. de- 
clared to both the houses, that it was his mij,’ 


desire, for certain reasons, that they should 


expedite the bill for the Attaindure of Thos. 


duke of Norfolk, and Ucney carl of Surrey, as | 


fast as possible. And for this cause chicily, 
that the king might be enabled to bestow the 
othce of earl Marshal, we suppose, borne by 
the sad duke, on some other, who by just 
right mizht execute it at the ceremony of the 
creation of prince Edw. then approaching, 
Whieh bill all the lords and commons hail al- 
ready passed ; and therefore, because the king 
was hindered by sickness from coming to the 
honse, to give his roval assent to the same, his 
may. had directed a commission to hime and 
other lords, there sitting, in his name to give 
the royal assent to the said bill, Which com- 
mission, dated Jan. 27, in the 38th of his 
reign, signed with the king's band and under 
the broad seal, being read, the lord chancellor 
commanded the clerk of parl. to pronounce 
the usual words, 6 Soit fait eome il est desiré." 
And thus the bill passed into a stature. The 
eart of Surrey was belicaied on ‘bower-hill; 
and it is thought the duke of Nurtulk, uot- 
withstanding his submission and loue services, 
would not have cscaped, had not the king's 
death reserved him to more merciful tines, 
The King’s Death.) Jan. 31, the ld. chance, 
declared to both houses the king’s death, and 
that he expired early in the morning, on Fri- 
dav the th of chis mouth. ‘The mournful 
news of which, savs the Journal, was so affect- 
ing ta the chancellor and all present, that they 
could not refrain froin tears. But, tarmng 
their thouchts on his successor, priace Edw, 
by divine appointment ; and the greatest part 
of the testament of their -aid deecascd sove- 
reign beimg read by sir Wm. Pacet, principal 
secretary of state, concerning the succession 
and well governing of the kingdom, during the 
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vers arbitrary means were inade use of tor 
raisiag money, And, in the 4th, he had also. 
a Subsidy.—In Ins 17th year, commissioncrs 
were sent into every county, for levying the Gib 
part of every layman’s goods, and the Sth of 
the clergy; but no park was called uil the 
20th; in which vear an qct passed to discharge’ 
hin of certain debts ; which the clergy, by anos 
ther act, were required to pay.—tIn his 25d 
year, he had a doth tor the detence of tle 
northern borders; and, in his 20th, a Subsi ly. 
ofa 10th and 15th, besides a grant of the Jirse- 
Fruits and Tenth» of all spintual dignities, hes 
neiices, \C.—In his S2nd year, he bad a Sule 
sidy of one 15th and a 10th, and 4s. in the 
pound trom the clergy,—In iis 3-4th vear a 
very large Subsidy, for a war with Scotiand 
wid France; and, in the next, he issued a com- 
mission ta raise monucy by Benevolence.—In 
his 37th vear, he had a Subsidy of 2/3 in the 
pound ov goods, 4s. on land, and Gs, from tue 
clergy ; besides the nnmense suins that came 
into is hands by the suppression of uyonasto- 
rics, abbies, hospitals, &c, 


Price of Provisions and Labour during the 
Reign of Henry VILL, 

In 1510, oats sold at 9s. per quarter, und 
hay at 9s. per load.—In 1511, oats Ys, and 
beans 3/4 per qr. ; hay 5s. per load —Jn 1413, 
eats Of}, and beans 4s.—In 1304, the price of 
wages of workmen, and servauts by the year, 
day, xe. in husbandry: -a chief hind, carter, 
and shepherd, each 11. per ann, cloathing, 
with dict, 43; common servant of husbandry 
1C/3, cloathing 4s; women servants yearly wa- 
ces 40s, cloathing 4s.—The wages, by the das, 
gf a workman, trom Easter to Michaelmas: 
a free niuson, at diet, 4d, without 6d. 3 a master 
carpenter, a rough mason, a tier, a plumber, 
a buckloyer, a glazier, a carver, and 2 joer, 
the same. From Michaelmas to Easter, with 
dict, $d, without, 5d.--A shipwright’y wages, 
from Candlemas to Michaclas: a master cars 
penter, avith diet, 5d. without, 7d.; a hewer, 
with, 4d. without, 6d. 3 an able clincker, with, 


ininoritv of the said prince Edward: with the | 5d. without, ad. ; an holder, with, 2a, without, 


cause tor payment of debts and performing of 
romises ; the Id. chance. declared, that by the 
fing’s death the parl. was dissolved: and that 
every man was at hberty to depart home. Ne- 
vertheless, he advised the peers to wait for the 
coronation of prince Edward, which was 
shortly expected. ° 


Tures during the Reign of Henry VIII. 


Tn the 1st vear of this king’s reign, he had a 
enpply. by part. of two 16ths and two 15ths.— 
In his Qad, two 10ths and two 15ths, with tun- 
have and poundage, for carrying on a war 
acainst France.—In his 4th, a grant of tao 
more 10ths and 15ths, besides a Poll-Tax, on 
account of an invasion from the Scots.—-In his 
6th, tunnage and poundage was granted, and 
@ subsidy; but the value of the latter is un- 
certain.—During an interval of parliaments, 


from the 7th to the 14th year of his reign, di- 


4d.3; a muster calker, with, td. without, Gd.; a 
mean catker, with, 3d. without, 5d.3 a calker, 
labouring by the tide, with, 4d. without, 64. 
Froin Michaelmas to Candiemas, the inasters 
wages dununshed 1d. and so in pruporiton the 
rest. From Easter to Michacliias, other la- 
bourers had per diem (except in harvest) with 
dict, 24, without, 4d. Froin’ Michaelmas 
to Easter, ditto, with dict, 1d. without, 3d. 
In harvest, a mower, with diet, 4d. withont, 
6d, 3; a reaper and a carter, wits, Sd. without, 
5d.3; a woman labourer, and other labourers, 
with, Qtd. withont, 41d.—In 1518 and 1519, 
the conquest of Mexico was roade by Hernando, 
Cortes, a Spaniard, and the foundation of the 
kingdom of New Spain was laid. A great 
quantity of gold and silver being anported ito, 
Europe from thenee, moncy became more 
plenfitd, and trade diffusing itself every where, 
there soun appeared mure gumerous arues, 


wa 
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dowries of princesses much eunlasged, and the 
price of provisions enhanced. Spain was the 
first nation that aggrandized itselt by it; and 
it was this vast treasure that occasioned Ch. V. 
and Philip Il. to aspire to universal monarchy. 
—In 1521 was a 


oats 3/10; 
enacted by parl. that becf and pork should be 


sold for Jd. a pound, and veal or mutton for - 


jd.—In 1537, oats 3/4 per qr.; beans 6s. The 
price of Gascoygne, Guyenne, or French wines 
were settled by parl. at 8d. the gallon; Malm- 
scys, Romneys, Sack, and other sweet wines, 


at 12d. by retail.—In 1543, oats 3/4; beans 6/8. | 
i 
List of Counties and Boroughs, which returned | 


Membcrs to Parliament at the tune of the 
Accession of Henry VIII. 7 
Bedfordshire Herefordshire 
Bedtord Hereford city 
Berkshire Leominster 
New Windsor Herttordshire 
Reading Huntingdonshire 
Wallingtord Huntingdon 
Buckinghamshire Kent 
Chipping Wicoimb Canterbury city 
Caunbridgeshire Rochester city 
Cambridge town Lancashire 
Cornwall Leicestershire 
Donhivid alias Lan- _— Leicester 
ceston | Lincolnshire 
Leskard Lincolu city 
Lestwithiel Great-Grimsby | 
Truro Stamford 
Bodmin Grantham 
Helston . Middlesex 
Cumberland London city 
Carlisle city Norfolk 
Derbyshire Norwich city 
Derb Lynn-Regis 
Devonsh) Great-Yarmouth 
Exeter city Northamptonshire 
Totness . Northampton 
Plymoyth Northumberland 
Barnstaple Newcastle upon 
» Plympton Tyne 
Tavistock Nottinghamshire 
Clitton-Dartmouth- Nottingham 
~ Hardness Oxtordshire 
Dorsetshire - Oxford city 
Pool Rutlandshire 
- Dorchester Salop . 
Lyme-Regis Salop town 
Weymou Bruges alias Bridge- 
Melcomb-Regis north 
Bridport Ludlow. 
Shafton aliasShafts- | Great-Wenlocke 
bur Somersetshire 
Ware Bristol city 
Essex Bath city 
Colchester Wells city 
Malden - Taunton 
Gloucestershire Bridgewater ° 


Gloucester city Southampton 


| 
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greater magnificence in princcs courts, the/ Winchester city 


earth; wheat sold for 11. | 
per qr.—In 1526, oats 3s, and beans 4/2.— | 
' Jn 15380, oats 4s, beans 5/4.—And in 1533, | 
heans 5/4.—In 1533, it was, 
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Wiltshire 
Southampton New Sarum city 
Portsmouth Wilton 
Staftordshire Downeton 
Stafford Hindon 
Newcastle under  Heitesbury 
Line Westbury 
Suffolk Calne 
Ipswich Devizes 
Dunwich Chippenham 
Surry Malmesbury 
Southwark Cricklade’ 
Biechinley Great Bedwin 
Rvygate Ludgershal 
Guiltord Old Sarum 
Gatton W votton-Basset 
Sussex Marlborough 
Chichester city Worcestershire 
Horsham Worcester city 
Midhurst Yorkshire 
Lewes - York city 
New-Shoreham Kingston upon Hull 
Bramber Scarborough 
Steyning Cinque-Ports 
Fast-Gninstead Port of Hastings 
Arundel Port of Dover 
Warwickshire Port of Sandwich 
Coventry city Port of Hythe 
Warwick Port ofNewRomney 
Westmoreland Town of Rye 
Apulby Town of Winchelsca 
Counties and Boroughs - - 1248 
Members - - - - - = - 298 


List of Counties and Boroughs, to whom the 
Privilege of sending Representatives to.Parl, 
was granted or restored by Henry VIII. 


Anglesea county Merioneth county 
Beaumaris town Montgomery county 
Brecon county Montgomery town 
Brecon town Pembroke county 
Cardigan county Pembroke town 
Cardigan town Haverford West tn. 
Carmarthen county Radnor county 
Carmarthen town New Radnor town 
Carnarvon county Monmouth county 
Carnarvon town Monmouth town 
Denbigh county Buckingham town 


Denbigh town Berwick uponTweed 
Flint county Cheshire. 
Flint town Chester city 
Glamorgan county Orford 
Cardiff town Calais in France 
Counties and Boroughs - 32 
Members - - - - - - 38 


Public Acts passed in this King’s Reign. 


1 Hen. VIII.—1. A revocation of en act 
made the 8th year of king Hen. the 6th, for 
going to North Bergen. 2. Revocation of an 
uct made in the 1st year of king Rich. the 3d, 
for cloth-making. 3. Concerning payments 
made to John Heron, generul receiver to our 
lord the king. 4. For limitations of actions 
popular, 5. Revocation of an act made the 
3d year of the reign of king Hen. the 7th, 
concerning the entering of merchandizes in the 


$69] 
eastomers books. 6. Revocation of a statute 
concerning informations to be made before 


justices of assise and justices of peace. 7.Con- 
cerning the otlice of coroners. 8. Concerning 
escheators and commissioners. 9. Concerning 
the bridge of Staines. 10. Enlarging a statute 
concerning the traverse of lands seised into 
the king’s hands by inquests afore escheators 
and commissioners. 11. Continuation of the 
act of attaints. 12. Concerning untrue inqui- 
ations procured by Empson and Dudley. 13. 
That no coin, plate, vessel, bullion, or jewels, 
be carricd out of this land. 14. Concerning 
reformation of apparel used within this realm. 
15. Adnulli all feotiments made to Emp- 
son and Dudie y: “ 

3 Hen. VIL.—1. That no money, coin, 
plate, vessel, bullion, nor jewels, be carried 
out of this realm. 2. Concerning escheators 
and commissions for finding of ottces. 3. Con- 
cerning the maintenance of archery, and shoat- 
ing in long bows. 4. Of protections and li- 
cence of alienation for such persons as shall 
be in the king’s wars, 5. For payment of 
wages to soldiers in the king’s war. 6. Con- 
cerning the true making and draping of woollen 
cloths. 7. Concerning woollen cloths to be 
till wrought, barbed, rowed, and shorn, ere 
they be carried out of this realm. 8. Repeal- 
ing the act made at York, for’ selling of vic- 
tuals by head officers. 9. Against mummers. 
10. For curriers to search for leather. 11. For 
the eee of physicians and chirurgeons. 
12. Concerning retormation for impannels for 
the king. 13. Adnulling licences for shooting 
in cross-bows, 14. For searching of unlawful 
ols, 15. Concerning the making of bats and 
caps. 

4 Hen. VIiI.—1. Concerning the making of 
bulwarks on the sea-side. 2. For punishment 
of murder. 3. Concerning jurics in London. 
4. For proclamations to be made befure exi- 
gents be awarded im foreign counties. 5. Re- 
pealing penalties for giving wages to labourers 
and artiticers. 6. For sealing of cloth of gold 
and silver, and other silks. 7. Concerning 

wterers, and true weights and beams. §8., 

oncerning Rich. Strode, and the privilege 

of parliament. 
_ 5 Hen. VILL—1. Concerning ministration of 
Justice to the king’s subjects of Tournay and 
Tyrwin, 2. Concerning making of cloths in 
Devon, called white straits. 3. White woollen 
cloths, of 5 marks, and under, may be carried 
over the seas unshorn. 4. For avoiding de- 
celts in worsteds. 5. Concerning jurors in 
London.. 6. Concerning chirurgeons to be 
‘discharged of quests and other things. 7. Con- 
cerning strangers buying of leather in open 
market. §. Concerning the manner and form 
of suit for the king’s pardon. 

6 Hen. VIII.—1. An act concerning apparel. 
2. Concerning the maintenance of archery. 
3. aerate wages of artificers and la- 
bourers, 4. For proclamations to be made 
before exigents be awarded in foreign shires. 
>. Avoiding destructions, and pulling down of 
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towns. 6. For the remitting prisoners with 
their indictments to the places where the 
crimes were committed. 7. Concerning wages 
for watermen. 8. Concerning the making of 
woolken cloths in the county of Devon. 9. To 
avoid deceits in making woollen cloths. 10, 
For commission of sewers. 11. ]'or bow staves 
to be brought into this realm by strangers, 
12. For Nortolk wools not to be carried out of 
the land. - 18. Concerning the avoiding of 
kecping of cross bows and hand guns. 14. For 
the king's subsidy of tonnage and poundage, 
15. Adnulling second letters patents during 
the king’s pleasure, making no mention of the 
first letters patents. 16. ‘That no knights of 
shires nor burgesses depart before the end of 
the parl. 17. For cleansing of the river of 
Canterbury. 18. For continuance of the under 
sheriff of Bristol. 

7 Hen. VIIT.—1. An act to prevent the de» 
cay of towns. 2. A repeul of licences for im- 
porting Gascoign wine and Tholouse woad in 
foreign ships. 3. Concerning actions popular 
and statutes penal.’ 4. Concerning avowries 
for rents and services. 5. Concerning aruficers 
and labourcrs within the city of London. 6. 
Concerning apparel. 

14 & 15 Hen. VITT.—1. An act concerning. 
broad white .woollen cloths. 2. Concerning 
strangers artificers for taking of apprentices, 
journeymen, and covenant servants, 3. Con- 
cerning worsted weavers in Yarmouth and 
Lynn. 4. Concerning customs® payable by 
English men sworn to forcign princes. | 5. Con 
cerning physicians in Loudon. 6. Conceraing 
highways in the weald of Kent. 7. Concerning 
shooting in cross bows and hand guns. 8. Con- 
cerning the six clerks of the chancery to be 
married. 9. Concerning the liberty of cord- 
waincrs and shoemakers. 10. Concerning the 
hunting of the hare. 11. Concerning cloths 
called vesses made in the county of Suffolk. 
12. Concerning coiners that shall coin money 
at any mint within England. 13. For the haven 
and port of Southampton. 14. Concerning 
such as be in the king's wars. 

21 Hen. VITI.—1. ‘The king’s general par- 
don, 3. Abjured persons shal} be marked in 
the right hand with the signof A. 3. Con- 
cerning abridgments of plaints in assise. 
Concerning the sale of Jands by executors. 5. 
Concerning probate of testaments, 6. Con-. 
cerning taking of mortuaries. 7. Against ser- 
vants embezzling their masters goods, 8, 
Against the killing of calves. 9. Limiting the 
price of hats and caps brought from beyond 
sea, 10. Against carrying out of brass, lattin, 
and copper. 11. For restituuon of goods fe- 
loniously stolen. 12. For true making of cables, 
halsers, and ropes, in Burport. 13. Against 
pluralities of benefices, taking of farms by 
spiritual men, and for residence. 14. Con- 
cerning linen cloth called dowlas and lock- 
erams. 16. Termers may enjoy their leases 
against recoverics had by feigned titles. 16. 
Concerning artiticers strangers. The decree 
made in the stqr-chamber for artificers stran- 
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gers by the king’s most honourable council, 
the 20th day of ‘Feb. in the 20th year of the 
ragn of eur sovereign lord king Hen. the 8th. 
17. For the adnulling of the letters patents 
made to the city of York, concerning the ship- 
ping of wools. 18. Concerning Newcastle 


beloncing. 19. Conecrning avewries. 20. The 
president of the council shall be assocmre with 
. the chanc. and treas. for punishing of riots. 
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nass against him. 16. No 
Englishman shall sell, exchange, or deliver, 
to be conveved into Scotland, anv herse, geld 
ing, Or marc, without the king’s licence. 17, 
Concerning the true winding of wools. 18, 


Concerning pulling down tishgarths, piles, 
apon Tyne, and the port and haven thereunto . 


i 


21. Concerning making of worsteds in Yar- | 


mouth and Lynne. 
22 Hen. VIIE—1. 
wools. 2 ee the trial of foreign pleas , 
pleaded by felons. 3. For Plumstead marsh. 
4. Conc erning peer levied on apprentices. 
5. For repairing aud amending of bridges and 
highwavs. 6.€ oe tanners and butchers. 
7. Against conveying of horses out of this 
realm. 8. For’ denizens strangers ta pry 
strangers cnstoms. 9. Against poisoning. 10. 
Concerning outlandish people calling them- 
elves Vavptians, £1. Concerning powdike m 
marsh-land. 12. Directing how aved, poor, 
and impotent persons, compelled to live by 
alms, shall be ordered: ae how vagabonds 
and beggars shall be punished. 13, ‘That no 
persons strangers, bcing a common. baker, 
brewer, chintinre: ”, or serivener, shall be ac- 
aonviiten handicratis-rnen. 9 14. Low persons 
committing as tit treason, murder, or felony, 
shirt! ahjure, Vhe kine’s general pardon 
for his piatial ‘subicets of the province of 
Canterbury. 16. The king's general pi ardon 
for his temporal subjects. 
. 13 ten. VALF—-1. An act that no person 
convicted of peut treason, murder, or felony, 
ghall be acimitted to his clerev, under a suh- 


deacon, 9. Vor the making of gaols within 
this re-alnr. s. Aooinst periury, and untrue 
verdicts, 4. No brewers shall make ther bare 


rels, Kilderkins, or firkins; and how much the 
same borrels, kilderkins, aud tirking shell con- 
gin. §. Concerning commissions of sewers, 
6. Concerming recnenizances to be taken by 
the two chicf justices, and the recorder of 
London, 7. That the statutes made for the 
‘maintenance of the navy of this realm shall 
stand in tll strenvth: and how Gasc oigne and 
French wittes shall be brought in, and the 
saine and otber wines sold. 8. Concerning 
the amending and maintenance of the havens 
aud ports of Plymouth, Dartmouth, ‘Feirn- 
mouth, Falmouth, and Fow ey, mn the countics 
of Devonshire and Cornwall. 9. That no 
person shall be cited out of the diocese where 
he or she dwelleth, except in certain cases. 
10. Against teolfinents and assurance of lands 
end tenements made to the use of any parish 
church, chapel, or such hke. 11. Concern 


breaking prison by clerks convict. . For 
exactions of tolls by the Severn side. i For 
trial of murlers in cities and town. 14. Pro- 


cess of outlawry to lic in actions on the statute 
of 5 R. 2, and in covenant and annuity, 15, 
That the defendant shall recover costs against 
the plaiiui, if the plainull be nonsuited, or 


Avainst regratine of | ing the true Aving of woollen cloths. 


ad 


stitkes, hecks, and other engincs set m the 
rivers of Owse and Humber. 19. The king’s 
cracious and tree pardon for his spiritual sub+ 
, jects within the province of York. 

24 Ifen. VULT—1. An act concerning true 
‘tanning and currving of leather. 2. Concern. 
3. For 
Jesh to be sold by weight, and the prizes set 
down, 4. Concerning sowing of flax and 
‘hemp. 5. Where aman killing a thief, shall 
not torfeit his goods. 6. Concernma the sale 
of wines, 7. ‘lo contmue « former act made 
against killing of calves. 8. ‘That the detend- 
ant shall not recover costs peo: the plaintiff 
in any sa commenced or ‘prosecuted to the 
kins use. 9. Acainst killing of young beasts 
called weanhings, 10. For the destroving of 
crows and rooks. 11. For paving the hkigh- 
vi between Strond-cross and C hirinz-cross. 

That appeals to the see of Rome shall not 
ee henceforth be had nor used, but within 
this realm. 13, For retormation of excess in 
says ! 

25 Hen. VIIT—1, An act contcrning gra 
AICS ane butchers, and selling of flesh by 
weicht. kor proclamation to , he made con- 
cerning Pan 3. ‘That such persons as will 
stand inute, and not answer, when they are 
arrvened for tetany, shall lose the be nefit of 
clerev, 4. Agamst forestallers and regrators. 
5. For the avoiding of deeeipts in callendering 
worsteds, 6. For the punishment at the vice 
of buggery. 7, Aainst killing of young spawn 
or (ry of fish, 8, For paving of Holbourn, 
0 Concering pewterers, 10. That every 
commissioner of scwers refifsing te trke ‘the 
oath appoiuted to be taken, shall forfeit to 
the king S marks. 11. Against taking of wild 
fowl between the last day of May and the last 
dav of Angust. 12. Concerning the attainder 
of Eliz. Barton and others, 13. Laniting what 
number of shcep men shall kcep, occupy, and 
have in their own possession at one time, 14. 
For punishing of heresy. 15. Concerning 
printers and binders of books, 16. That every 
Judge of the ingh courts may have onc chaplain 
beneticed with cure. 17, Concerning shooting 
in crogs- hows and band-guns, 18, For clothiers 
witlin the county at Worcester, 19. sae 
the submission of the clergy to the king, an 
to give power to certain persons, with the 
king's consent and allowance, to make canons 
and constitutions, 90. Against payment of 
first-fruits to the pope, and the manner how 
bishops shall be elected, 21. Concerning 
Peter-pence and dispensations. 22. Declaring 
the establishinent of the succession of the king’s 
most royal majesty in the se a crown of 
this realm. 

26 Hen. VIII—1. An act concerning the 


-King’s bighness to be supreme head of the 
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church of Fingland, and to have authority to 
redress all errors, heresics, and abuses in the 
tame. 2. Ratatying the oath that every of the 
king’s subjects hath taken, and hereafter shall 
be bound to take, for due observation of the 


act made tor the surety vf the succession of 
the king’s highness in the crown of the realm. 
3. Coucerning the payments of first-truits of 


all digmtics, benefices and promotions spiri- 
tual, and also concerning one annual pension 
ot the 10th part of all the possessions of the 
church, spirstual and temporal, granted to the 
king’s hiyhacss and his heirs. 4. For punish- 
ment of perjury of jurors in the lordships 
marchers in Wales. 5. That keepers of terries 
on the water of Severn shall nut convey in their 
ferry-bouts any manacr of persons, goods or 
chattels, after the sun going down ull the sun 
be up. 6. ‘That wnurders and felonies done or 
coamutted within any lordships marchers in 
Wales, shall be inquired of at the session. 
holden within the shire-grounds next adjoining, 
with many good orders tur ministration of jus- 
fice there to be had. 7. For amending oi 


highways in Sussex. 8. For the re-edilying of 


vaid grounds in the city of Norwich. 9. Lor 
the re-edifying of void grounds within the town 
of Lyn. 10. Whereby the king’s nehness hath 
authority tu repeal the statute made tor re- 
straint of wines to come in atore Candlemas. 
11. For punishment of Welshinen attempting 
any assaults or frays upon any the inhabitauts 
ot Leretord, Gloucester and Salup. 12. For 
purgation of convicts in Wales. 13. Whereby 
divers oflences be made high treason, and 


taking away all sanctuaries tor all manner ot 


hivh treasons, 14. For nomination and con- 
éecration of sufiragans within this realm. 15. 
For taking away certain exactions taken within 
the archdeaconry of Richmond by spiritual 


incen, 16. For muking of worsteds in the city of 


Norwich, and in the towns of Lyn and Yar- 
mouth. 17. ‘That no farmers or spiritual per- 
sons shall be compelled or charged to pay for 


their lessors first-truits, or yearly pensions of 


the 10ths granted to the king’s highness. 18. 
‘Concerning the king’s general and free pardon 


granted by his Inghness. 19. For granting of 


15ths and 10ths. 

27 Hen. VUL—1. An act for the re-edify- 
ing of the towns of Gloucester, Nottinghain, 
Nurthampton, and other towns. @. For the 
counterfeiting of the sign manual, sivnet, or 
privy seal of our sovereign lord the king, to be 
trom hencetorth taken and adjudged high trea- 
son. 3S. Taking away exactions takceu by the 
mayor and commohalty of the town of Hull. 
4. Declaring the order and punishment of pi- 
rates and robbers on the sea. 5. For making 
justices of peace ia Chester and Wales. 6. 
- For increase and breed of horses. 7. Against 
unlawiul exactions and usages taken and used 
in the forests of Wales, 8. That the king’s 
spiritual subjects shall pay no tenths of ther 
spiritual promotions for that 1st year for which 
they paid their first-fruits. 9, Whereby all 
buichers be licensed to sell flesh by retail, unto 


year of our luid 1540. 
order for uses aud wills. 14. 
clerks fur the signet and privy scal. 12. Fur 
the true making of woollen cluths. 13. Thag_ 


the @4th day of April, which shall be ia the 
10. Eapressing ag 
"YUcerning 


white woollen cloths of 4 pounds and under, 
and coloured cloths of 3 pounds and under, 


may be trom hencelurth carried over the sea, 


14. Concerning the custom of leather. 15, 
Whercby the king's majesty shall have power 
to nominate 32 persons of his clergy and laity 
fur making of ecclesiastical laws. 16. Cone 
cerning inrelments of barguins and coutracts 
of lauds and tenements. 17. Concerning such 
as be put in trust by their masters, and after 
do rob them. 18. For the preservauon of the 
river of Lhanes. 19. Linuting an order tur 
sanctuaries and sanctuary persuns. 20. Con- 
cerning an order for tithes turough the reali, 
24. Limiting an order tor payment of tithes 
within the city of London, 22. Coucermug 
decays of houses and inclosures. 23, For the 
preservation of the havens and ports in the 
countics of Devon and Cornwall. 24. Por 
continuing of certala liberties and franchises 
heretofore taken from the crown, 25. For 
punishaicut of sturdy vagabonds and beggars, 
26. For laws and justice to be ministered in 
Wales in like rorm as itis in this realm. 27. 
Fstablishing the court of augmentations, 28, 
All monasteries given to the king, which have 
not lands above 2UOL by the veur. 

98 Hen, VIIL—1. An act that felons ab- 


juring for petit treasun, murder or felony, shall 


not be admitted to the benefit of their clergy. 
2, For continuing of two statutes made in the 
last parl. touching such as go away with cask- 
ets, jewels, goods or plate of their masters. 
3. Giving the hing’s Inghness authority newly 
to allot the townships in the shires and marches 
of Wales at any tine within 3 years next en- 
suing, 4, Repealing the statute lately made 
tor the bringing in of dowlas and lockerams. 
5. For avoiding of exactions taken upon ap- 
prentices in the cities, boroughs and towns 
corporate. 6. For the continuance of the sta- 
tutes tor beggars and vagubonds; aud against 
conveyance of horses aud mares out of this 
reahn ; aud against Welshinen making «alfrays 
in the county of Hereford, Gloucester, and 
Salop; aud agaist the vice of buggcry. 7. 
For the establishment of the imperial crown 
of this realm. 8. For the continuance of the 
statute against the carriage of brass, latun and 
copper out of this realm; and for imaking of 
cables aud ropes, for the winding of wouls, 
und against killing of wainlings under the age 
of 2 years. 9. For continuance of the sta- 


tutes of perjury, fur making of gaols, for pews. 


terers, and tor sowing Of flax and hemp. 10. 


Extinguishing the authority of the bishop of 


Rome. 11. For the restitution of the first- 
fruits in time of vacation tu the next incum- 
bent. 12. Declaring the Jiuits of the king's 
palace of Westiuuuster, 15. For compelling 
spiritual persons to keep residence upon their 
benetices. 14. Linuting the prices of wine. 
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15. For punishment of pirates and robbers on 
the sea. 16. For the igus of such as have 
obtained pretended licences and dispensations 
from the see of Rome. 17. Giving authorit 
to such as shall succeed in the crown of this 
reahn, when they come to the age of 24 years, 
to make frustrate such acts as shall be made 
before that time. 18. Concerning treason in 
certam cases. 

31 Hen. VITI.—1. An act concerning joint- 
tenants and tenants incommon, 2. That fish- 
ing,in any pond, stew or mote, with an intent 
to steal fish out of the same, is felony. 3. 
Changing the custom of gavelkind. 4. Con- 
cerning the a ee 
Exeter. 
Hampton-court is made an honour, and a new 
chase thereunto belonging. 6. That such as 
were religious persons may purchase, sue and 
be sued, in manner of actions. 7. Con- 
cerning the continuance of the statutes for 


punishment of beggars and vagabonds, and of 


certain other statutes. 8. That proclamations 
made by the kiny’s highness, with the advice 
_ of his hon. council, shall be obeyed and kept 
es though thcy were imuadec by act of pari. 
9. Authorising the king’s highness to make 
bishops by his letters patents. 10. Concern- 
ing pldcing of the lords in the parliament- 
chamber, and other assemblies, and conferen- 
ces of council. 11. Authorising the kiug’s 
highness newly to allot certain townships in 
Wales. 
hawks-eggs and birds out of the nest, and find- 
ing and taking up of the king’s hawks, hunt- 
ing in the king’s forest, park or chuse, or other 
ground inclosed, and killing of conies within 
any lawful warren of the king’s. 13. Whereby 
all manors, lands, profits and hereditaments 
belonging to any the monasteries or other re- 
ligious houses dissolved, or hereafter by any 
means to be dissolved,’ are assured to the 
king’s bighness, his heirs and successors for 
ever; and in what wise leases and grants here- 
totore made, or hereafter to be made, of them, 
or any part of them, shail take effect. 14. For 
abolishing of diversity of opinions in certain 
articles concerning christian religion. 

32 ilen. VIIL.—1. An act how by the kine’s 
grant, lands, tenements, &c. may be by will, 
testament, or otherwise disposed; and con- 
cerning wards and primer scisins, 2. For li- 
mitation of prescription. 3. lor continuation 
of certain acts. 4. For trial of treasons in 
Wales, &c. 5. For continuation of debts upon 
executions. 6. For trial of felonies upon con- 
veying of horses into Scotland. 7. For true 

yment of tithes and offerings. 8. Agamst 
‘gellers and buyers of pheasants and partridyes, 
9. Agaigst maintenance, imbracery, &c. and 

inst unlawful buying of tiles. 10. For the 
“moderation of the punishment of the inconti- 
‘mency of prie-ts and women olfending with 
them. 11. Concerning stealing of hawks eggs, 
conies, and deer. 12. Concerimy sanctuaries, 
privileges of churches and charch-vards, 13, 
Concerning the breed of horses of higher sta- 
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12, Concerning wrongful taking of 
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tnte. 14, For rhaintenance of the navy of 
England, and for certain rates of freights.. 15. 
Concerning abps. and bps. their chancellors, 
commiissaries, archdeacons, and their officials, 
to be in the commission of the act concerning 
the abolition of erroneous opinions in the chns- 
tian reliciun. 16. Concerning strangers. 17. 
For paving of Algate, High Holbourn, Chan- 
cery-lune, Gray’s Inn-lane, Shoe-lane, Fetter- 
lane. 18. For re-edifying of decayed houses 
in sundry towns and places of the realm. 19. 
Another act for re-edifying of decayed houses 
in sundry towns of the west parts. 20. Con- 
cerning privileges and franchises. 21. The 
abbreviation and limitation of Trinity term. 
22. Concerning the account of bps. and others, 
for the 10th granted to the king’s majesty. 
23. ‘The subsidy of the clergy of the province 
of Canterbury. 24. Concerning the lands and 
the goods of the hospitals of st. Johns of Jeru- 
salein in England and Ireland, to be hereafter 
in the king’s hands and disposition. 25. De- 
cluring the dissolution of the king’s pretensed 
marriage with the lady Anne ‘of Cleve. 26. 
Concerning true opinions and declarations of 
Christ’s religion. 27. The resumption of ex- 
traordinary grants and licences of absence and 
reversions in the town of Calais, and the 
marches of the same, and in Berwick, and of 
the sheriffwicks for life in Wales. 28. That 
lessces shall enjoy their farms against tenants 
in tail, or in right of their wives, or churches, 
&e. 29. Concerning customable lands in Os- 
weldbechsoke. 30. Concerning mispleddings, 
jcotails, and attornies. 31. For the avoiding 
of recoveries by collusion, by tenants for term 
of iife. 32. Concerning joint tenants for term 
of life or years. 33. That wrongful dissefsin 
is no descent in the law. 34. Concerning 
grantees of reversions to take advantage of 
the conditions to be performed by the lessees. 
35. That justices of the forests may make de- 
puties. 36. For the exposition of the statates 
of fines. 37. For the recovery of arrearages 
of rents by executors of tenant in fee-simple. 
38. Concerning precontracts of marriages, and 
touching decrees of consanguinity. 39. The 
Jurisdiction of the great master of the house- 
hold. 40. Concerning the privileges of phy- 
sicians. 41. Concerning baking of horse bread. 
42. Concerning barbers and chirurgeons to be 
of one company. 43. Concerning shire days 
in the county palatine of Chester. 44. That 
the town of Royston is reduced to one new 
parish. 45, The erection of the court of the 
first fruits and 10ths. 46. The establishment 
vf the court of the king’s wards. 47. That 
the bp. of Nurwich shall be charged with the 
collection of the king’s 10ths ia his diocese. 
48. Concerning the castle of Dover, castle 
wards, and other munitions thereabouts. 49. 
Concerning the king’s most gracious, general 
and free pardqn. 50. For the t of two 
subsidies, and four 15ths and 10ths to the king 
by the tempuralty, 

33 Hen. VIII.—1. An act concerning coun- 
| tertcit letters or privy tokens to receive muney 
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er goods in other mens’ names. 2. Conccrn- 
ing the baying of fish upon the sea. 3. For 
the folding of cloths in North Wales, 4. Cgn- 
cerning pewterers. 5. Concerning keeping of 
ut horses. 6. Concerning cross bows and 

and guns. 7. Concerning the conveyance of 
brass, lattin, and bell-metal over the sea. 8. 
Against conjurations, witchcrafts, sorceries, 
god inchantments. 9. For the maintenance 
of artillery; debarring unlawful games. 10. 
Concerning the execution of certain statutes. 
14. For butchers to sell at their liberty by 
weight or otherwise. 12. For punishment of 
murder and malicious bloodshed within the 
king’s court. 13. Concerning certain lord- 
ships translated from the county of Denbigh to 
the county of Flint. 14. Concerning false 
preps upon declaration of names, arms, 
or badges. 15. Touching the translation of 
the sanctuary from Manchester to Westchester. 
16. For worsted yam in Norfolk. 17. For 
the confirmation and continuation of certain 
acts. 18. For the true making of kersies. 
19. Expounding a certain statute concerning 
shipping of cloths. 20. For due process to 
be had in high treasons, in cases of lunacy 
and madness. 21. Concerning the attainder 
of the late qyeen Katherine and her com- 
plices. 22. Concerning the order of wards 
and liveries, 23. ‘To proceed by a commission 
of oyer and terminer agginst such persons as 
sball confess treasons, &c. without remanding 
the same to be tried in the shire where the 
offence was committed. 24. That no man 
shall be justice uf assise in his own country. 
a For the making free of certain ¢hildren 
beyond the sea, and to put the same children 
in the nature of English men. 26. To make 
frustrate certain conveyances devised by sir 
Jobn Shelton. 27. For leases of hospitals, 
colleges, and other corporations to be good 


and effectual with the consent of the more | 


yt. 28. For the chanc. of the duchy of 
Taccanes, the chanc. of the augmentation, 


and certuin other noblemen, to retain chap- 


lains. 29. To enable persons, late religious, 
to sue and to be sued. 30. Confirming the 
authority of the dean and chapter of Litch- 
field in inaking leases and other grants. 31. 
Dissevering the bishopric of Chester, and the 
Isle of Man, from the jurisdiction of Canter- 
bury to the jurisdiction of York. 32. For the 
ish church of Whitgate to be made a 
parish church of itself, and no part of the 
ish of Over. 33. Concerning the privi- 
ae Kingston upon Ilull. $4. For the 
town of Lynn, touching the revocation of two 
fairs. 35. Concerning the conduits af Glou- 
cester. 36. For the repairing of Canterbury, 
Rochester, Stamford, and divers other towns, 
$7. Touching the honour of Ampthill. 38. 
Concerning the honour of Grafton. 39. Con- 
cerning the crection of the court of surveyors, 
34 & 35 Hen. VIIT.—1. An act for the ad- 
vancement of true religiog, and for the abo- 
lishing of all false doctrines. 2. Concernmg 
see and receivers. 3, For the assise of 
OL. 1. . 


coal and wood. 4. Againgt such persons ag 
do make bankrupts. 5. For the explanation 
of the statutes of wills, 6. For the true mak- 
ing of pins. 7. To authorise certain of the 
king’s maj.’s council to set prices upon wines 
to be sold by retail. 8. That persons bein 

no common chirurgeons, may minister medi- 
cines. 9. For the preservation of the river of 
Severn. 10. For the true making of coveriets 
at York. 11. For the true making of freezes 
and cottons in Wales, 12. For paving of cere 
tain lanes and streets, im London and West- 
minster, 13. For kuights and burgesses to 


have places in the parl. for the county palatine | 


and city of Chester. 14. For a certiticate of 
convicts to be made into the king’s bench. 
15. Touching the dean and chapter of Wells, 
to be one sole chapter of itself. 16. For the 
sheriffs to be discharged upon their accounts, 
and to have allowances of their reasonable 
expences, in the court of exchequer. 17. For 
the new crected bps. to pay their 10ths into 
the court of first fruits. 18. For Canterbury, 
concerning the privileges of the same. 19. 
For the payment of pensions and portions 
granted out of the late abbies. 20. To imbar 
feigned recoveries ot lands wherein the king’s 
maj. is in reversion, 21. For the confirmation 
of lands, notwithstandiag misnaming any thing 
contained in the same. 22. That fines in 
towns corporate shall be made as the same 
have been in times past. 23. For the true 
execution of proclamations. 24. For the as- 
surance of certain lands to John Hind serjeant 
at law, and to his heirs, paying therefore yearly 


10/1. towards the charges of the knights of the 


parl. for Cambridgeshire for the tame being, 
25. That the inhabitants of Poole may erect 
a windmill and a conduit within tbe king’s 
majesty’s waste ground of Baiter. 26. Fur 
certain ordinances in the king’s majesty’s do- 
minion and principality of Wales. 

35 Hen. VILI.—1. An act concerning the 
establishment of the king’s majesty’s succession 
in the imperial crown of this reali 2. Con. 
cerning the trial of treasons committed out of the 
king’s maj.’s dominions. 3. For the ratification 
of the king’s majesty’s stile. 4. Touching the 
repairing and amending of certain decayed 
houses and tenements, as well in Engiand as 
in Wales. 5. Concerning the qualitication of 
the statute of the six articles. 6. Concerning 
the appearance of jurors in Nisi prixs. 7. 
For the: repealiti of a certain statute con- 
cerning the bringing in of salt-fish and steck- 
fish. 8. Concerning coopers. 9. Concerning 
the partition of Wapping marsh. 10. Ccn- 
cerning the repairing, making, and amending 
of the conduits in London. 11. For the due 
payment ot the fees and wages of knights and 

urgesses for the parl. in Wales. 12. For the 
remission of the loan, 13. That the demain 
lands and tenements in Walsingham, belong- 
ing to the late prior there, may he let by copy 
of coart roll. 14. For the reservation of te- 
nurcs upon houses with lands beloncing to the 
same, under the clear yearly value of 40s. 

2P : 
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15. For paving of Cambridge. 16. Concern- 
ing the cxamination of the canon laws by two 
and thirty persons to be named by the Ling's 
majesty, during his highness’s life. 17. Vor 
the preservation of wouds. 18. Concerning 
the king’s general pardon. 

87 Len. VIIL—1. An act for the officers of 
Custos Rotulorumn, and clerks of the peace. 2. 
For the partition of Hounslowlleath. 3. For the 
amending of the highway near Chester, called 
Huntington-lane. 4. That all colleges, chan- 
tries, free chapels, &c. shall be in “the king’s 
niajesty’ s otee ae: 5. That the inhabitants 
of Loudon, having goods to the value of 400 
Marks, may pass in alttaints. 6, Against burn- 
ing of frames. 7. For abrogation of six weeks 
sessions. 8. That any indictinent lacking these 

words, Viet Aris, shall be good and sutiicient 
in the law. 9, Against usury, 10. Against 
slanderous bills. 11. For the marches beside 
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ea neh. 12. For tithes in London. 13. 
Repe ing the act made for pins, 144. For the 
inamntenance of the pier of Scarburgi. 15. 


Avzanist regratuig of wools. 16. For the ane 
nexing of certain lands to the duchy of Jan- 
caster, and an exchanze between the kine’s 
majesty, the abp. of Canterbury and York, 
and the bp. of London. 17. That doctors of 
civil law, being married, may exercise ecele- 
Siastical jurisdiction. 18. For the erection of 
4 honours, Westminster, Kingston-upon-Hull, 
st. Opsith’s, and Donington. 19. ‘Vhat tines 
taken in the county palatine of Lancaster, 
shall be of like force as tines acknowledyzed 
betore justices of the common place. 20, For 
the tenures of lands of 40s. or under. 21. 
For the uniun of churches not exceeding the 
value of Gl. 22. To fill up the juries de Cir- 
cunstantibus, 23. For the continuation of 
certain statutes. 24. For the coutination of 

a subsidy granted by the clergy. 95, Con- 
ae the grant of one entire ‘subsidy, and 
two whole i5ths and 10ths granted by the 
tcinporalty. 

—— eit 


Epwanp VI. 


Edward was only nine years of ave when he 
succeeded to the throne, Soon after bis eoru- 
nation, lord Mdw. Seymour, then earl of JLert- 
ford, was created duke of Somerset, and made 
governor to the king and protector of the reabu, 
This noblem: AN Was OWN UNC le to the king by | 
the mother's side; and had, by that atiinity, | 
and his places, an absuhute sway over all. 
The first vear of this reign began ‘with a@ war 

with Scotland; some overtures of a marriage 
having been again made by the English coun- 
ci, burwoen their hing and the princess Mary, 
soit dauchter and heir to James V. king of 
Scots, which bemg refused by the latter, a 
bloody war eusued. The Fine lish army was 
connaanded by the duke of Somerset, who 
marched northward as far as the river Eshe; 
on the banks of which an obstinate battle was 
fought, in which the Taehsh were conguerors, 
witli the dcstrugtiun -of above 10,009 of their 


1 Epwarp VI. 


; 
: 


» 


1547.—List of the Temporal Lords. 


enemies. 
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This reign alsu began with a farther 


reformation in religion, the Lord Protector be- 
ing zealous for carrying it on; certain injunc- 
tions were published by authority for removing 
images out of churches, and tor abolishing or 
altering some other ancient observations, as 
sit Jobu Hayward terms them, in the church. 
A Parl. culled.| Some bps. opposing these 
innovations, and others saying that it was well 
to stay these changes in religious matters, till 
the king was of years fit to gov ern by himself, 
a parl. was called to mect at Westminster, on 
the 4th ot Nov. 1547, in the 1st year of his 


rc ivi 


The following is a 


List of the Temporal Lords summoned to this 


Parliament. 
The duke of Somerset, lord high admiral of 
protector of Eng- England 
land, gov. to the . Jn. Touchet Id. Audley 
king’s person, and "khomas West lord De 
treasurer of Eng- la War 
land Hen.Parker ld. Morley 
Lord Rich, lord high Walter Devereux lord 
chance, of Eneland Ierrers 


Sir W. Paulet, lord Se. 


of the king’s house- 
hold, and president 
of the council 

John lord Russel, lord 
kecper of the privy 
seal 

Henry marq. of Dorset 

Willian, 
Northampton 

VWenryearlof Arundele 

John éarl of Oxford 

Flward earl of Derby 

Francis earl of Ilunt- 
ingdon 

Henry earl of Sussex 

Francis earl of Sa- 
hisbury 

Henry ¢. of Worcester 

Ralph earl of West- 
morcland 

Joho earl of Bath 


John e. of Warwick, 


yreatchamberlain of 


Eneland 
' Tho.e.ofSouthampton 
i Hen.e. of Cumberland 
Hen. e. of Bridgewater 
IYho. lord _ Seymour, 


marquis of 


Win. Dacre lord Das 
cre of Gillesland 
John lord Zouch 
Ju.ld. Scrope of Bolton 
Wim. Stourton lord 
Stourton | 
Jn. Nevile Id. Latimer 
(sco. Brokeld.Cobham 
Thomas lord Sandys 
John lord Conyers 
Edw, Id. Grey of Powis 
William lord Grey of 
Wilton 
Thomas Stanley lord 
Monteagle 
Thomas lord Vaux 
Win. lord Wyndtore 
Tho. lord Wentworth 
Thomas lord Brough 
John lord Mordaunt 
Edward lord Clinton 
William lord Parr 
Gregory ld. Cromwell 
‘Chomas lord Warton 
William lord Evers 
William Id. Willough- 
by of Parham 
Edmund Sheffield Id. 
Shetheld 
Johu lord Bray 


We are now come to a pe ‘riod from which 
the Journals of the House of Commons are ex- 
tant. The first volume, which begins with 
‘this reign, contains little more than a diurnal 
succinct account of proceedings in reading bills, 
&e. birt vet will be of some use in ascertaining 
dates in chronology. The Journals of the Lords 
are more explicit in the reign before us than 
those of che commons: the ensuing parl. being 
introduced by that authority 3 in the following 
‘manner: © Vem, the 4th of Nov. in the 1st 

year of king Edw. VIL the king’s maj. sitting 
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inthe Parl. Chamber at Westm. with all the 
lords, on both sides, and the commons stand- 
ing beneath the bar; commanded the clerk of 
the parl. openly to read his highness’s com- 
mission, being sealed with the great scal of 
England, the tenor whereof hereatter ensueth : 
“« Edward VI. by the grace of God, king of 
England, France, and Ircland, defender of the 
faith, and of the church of England, and also 
of Ireland, in earth, the supreme head; to all 
whom these presents shall come, greeting, 
Forasmuch as our most dear uncle, Edw. duke 
of Somerset, whom, by the advice of the lords, 
and the rest of our council, with the consent 
and good agreement of the noblemen of our 
realms, we have named, ordained, and com- 
manded to be Governor of our Person, and 
Protector of our Realms, dominions, and sub- 
jects, during our mimority, hath no such place 
appropriate or appointed unto him in our high 
court of parl. as is convenient and neccessary, 
as well in respect of ‘his proximity of blood 
unto.us, being our uncle and eldest brother 
pnto our mother of inost noble memory de- 
ceased, quecn Jane; as also for his better 
managing and conducting our affairs, to our 
honour, dignity, and surety, and the wealth 
and benelit of our realms, dominions, and 
subjects: we have therefore, as well by the 
consent of our said uncle, and‘ by the advice 
of other the lords of our privy council, willed, 
ordained, and appointed, and do by these pre- 
sents will, ordain, and appoint, that our said 
uncle shall and do sit alone, atid be placed at 
all times, as well in our presence, in our said 
court of parl, as in our absence, upon the midst 
of the bench or stool standing next on the 
right hand of our seat royal, in our Parl, Cham- 
“ber, and that he further shall have, and do en- 
Jey, mm our said court of parl. in all sessiuns, 
all such other privileges, pre-eminences, pres 
rogatives, aud liberties, in ‘all things and to all 
effects, as by law or statutes herctofore made, 
or otherwise, any the uncles, by father or wo0- 
ther side, to any of our most noble progenitors, 
or any protector of their realms and domi- 
nioas, beg in the minarity of years as we be, 
have had, used, or enjaved in their courts of 
a the statute concerning the placing of the 
ords in the Parl, Chamber, and other assem- 
bles and conferences of council, made in the 
31st of the rcign of our most dear father, of {a- 
mous memory, king Henry VIIT. or any other 
statute, act, ordinance, or provision heretofore 
had or made, to the contrary notwithstanding ; 
and for the express mention of any other 
grants or gifts, made to our said uncle by us, 
or any of gur progenitors, heretofare had or 
made, in these presents not mentioned, or any 
other. thing, matter, ar cause, whatsoever it 
be, notwithstanding. In witness. whereof we 
have caused these our letters to be made pa- 
tents: witneas ourself at Westminster the $rd 
of Nov. in the 1st year of our reign. 
i Southwell,” (master of the Rolls.) 
~ When the aforesaid commission was openly 
yead, and beard of all the house, and the lord 
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protector placed accordingly, the, lord Rich, 
being lord chance. began his uration, to the et- 
fect as follows: — — — — 

We have chosen to give the following me~ 
morandum and letters patent at length, as 
they are entered in the Journals, being the 
first step of power and pre-enuinence this 
haughty duke took upon him. But whether 
by the negligence of tre clerks or otherwise, 
the lord chancellor's oration is wholly omitted, 
and only a blank page Jett for it. Neither is 
the Speaker of the commons menuoned, as 
usual; but tlis we supply from the Journals, 
Sir John Baker was chosen to that oftce. 

The first affair that the Lords went upon, 
was to frame a bill for the better protection of 
the Northern Borders; but we do not tind 
that it passed into a law; it being thonght 
more advisable to send a great anny thither, 
under the Lord Protector, who gained a‘com- 
plete victory over the Scots, near Musclebos 
rough, This war broke out on occasion of the 
Scots again refusing their princess Mary to be 
jemed in’ wedlock with king Edward. She 
was atterwards married ta the dauphin | of 
France. 

Statute of Prerogative repealed] Nov. 10th, 
a bill for the repeal of certain statutes, as it is 
there called, came into the house; but was in 
effect to be an act to repeal the statute of the 
26th Hen. VILE, which gave authority to the 
king, alter the age of 24, to repeal, by his let 
ters patents, all former statutes made during 
his minority, &c. A stretch of absolute power, 
left as a legacy by the late king to his son and 
successurs; and if it had stood, parliaments 
would have soon becoine useless to this na- 
tion, But by this act it was thus altered, “that 
the king, when he caine to the aforesaid age, 
night, by his letters patent, annul any act of 
parl, for the future; but could not so void it 
from the beginning, as tv annul all things done 
upon it, between the making and annulling of 
any law, which were still to be lawful deeds.” 
This bill was afterwards tacked to another tor 
the repeal of treasons, felomes, &c. which will 
come ni the sequel. 

Aot redating fo the Sacrament.) Nov. 12th, 
2 bill was brousht into the commons, relating 
to the Sacrament of the Altar, which passed 
that house on the 17th. This bill was oeca- 
sioned by an irreverent treatincnt that sacred 
mystery met with at that time, from the then 
growing sect of the Puritans and others. The 

reamble to the act declares, “ ‘fhat some 
had disputed and reasoned unreverendly and 
ungodly of that most holy mystery, and called 
it by such vile and unscemly words that chris- 
tian ears did abhor.” The act forbears to men- 
tion them ; ‘butsome of the terms were Round 
Robin, Jack in a Box, Sacrament of the [Hal- 
ter, &e, because the wafer was round, and 
usually kept ina pix, or box. The same act, 
in the last paragraph of it, did enjoin the said 
Holy Sacrament to be delivered and ministred 
tu the people in both kinds, of bread and 
wine; “ being more conformable, as the agt 
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expresses, to the cominon use and practice of 
the apostles and primitive church, by the space 
of 500 years and more after Christ’s ascen- 
sion.” 

Nov. 15, a bill for the admission of bishops 
by the king’s majesty only, was brought into 
the house; that is, that bps. should be placed 
in their sees by collation of the king under his 
letters patents, without any precedent election 
or ensuing confirmation. By this act it was 
set forth, “that the way of chusing bps. by 
congé d’clire was tedious and expensive, that 
there was only a shadow of clection in it, and 
that therefore bps. should thereafter be made 
by the king’s letters patent, upon which they 
were to be consecrated: and whereas the bps. 
did exercise their authority, and carrv on pro- 
cesses, in their own names, as they were wont 
to do in the time of popery; and since all ju- 
risdiction both spiritual and temporal was dc- 
rived from the king, that thercfore their courts 
and all processes should be from henceforth 
carried on in the king’s name, and be sealed 
by the king’s scal, as it was in the other courts 
of conimon law, after the ist of July next; ex- 
cepting only the abp. of Canterbury's courts, 
and all collations, presentations, or letters of 
’ orders, which were to pass under the bishop’s 
pore seals as formerly.” Upon this act, says 

ret, great advantages were taken to dis- 
parage the reformation, a8 subjecting the bps. 
wholly to the pleasure of the court.—On the 
sane day atiother bill for reading the Scripture 
was introduced. 

A Subsidy.| Nov. 21, a bill for a Subsidy 
of Tonnage and Poundage, on merchandize, 
called customs, was brought in; which after- 
wards passed both houses, with a proviso for 
the merchants of the stilyard. It was granted 
for the king’s life, and then was rated, the ton-. 
nage, at 3s. on every tun of wine; for sweet 
wines 6s.; 12d. for every auline of rhcnish. The 
poundage was 12d. in the pound, in value, of 
all goods, imported or exported; and Qs. of 
alicns for tin and pewter exported. 

Nov. 29th, a bil ayainst Vagabonds was 
brought in; by which it was enacted, “ that 
all chit should any way loiter without work, or 
without offering themselves to work, 3 days to- 
gether; or that should run away from work, 
and resolve to live idly, should be seized on; 
and whosoever shoultl resent them to a jus- 
tice of peace, was to fave them adjudged to 
be his slaves for two years; and they were to 
be marked with the letter V, imprinted with a 
hot tron on their breast.” . 

Act for dissolving Chauntries, &c.] Dee. 
12th, a bill was read a 2nd time by the Lords, 
for suppressing chauntries and colleges. On 
the 15th it was read a 3rd time, and passed 
that house by the consent of all the peers, ex- 
cept the abp. of Canterbury, and the bps. of 
London, Durham, Ely, Norwich, Hereford, 
Worcester, and Chichestcr, who dissented 
from it, There are two instances, in this 
day's proceedings and the day before, of two 
or three lay lords dissenting from bills passing 
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the house, which are thé first we have yct met 
with in the Journals; but no Protests are en- 
tered against them. This bill was afterwards 
new-modelled by the Commons, and it passed 
both houses Dec. 24th, the se of London, 
Durham, Ely, Hercford, and Chichester, then 
only dissenting. The pufport of it was, that 
by this act divers colleges, chauntries, free cha- 
pers fraternities, guilds, &c. with all their 
ands and goods, were put into thé actual pos- 
session of the king. Part of these goods and 
lands beiny sold at a low value, enriched many 
and enobled some; and thereby, as sir John 
Hayward observes, made them firm in main- 
taining the change. 7 

Dec. 16th, another bill was introduced for 
repealing of certain statutes for Treason and 
Yeclony. This bill being a matter of great 
concern to every subject, a committee was aps 
pointed, consisting of the abp. of Canterbury, 
the lord. chanc. the lord chamberlain, the 
marq. of Dorset, the earls of Shrewsbury and 
Southampton, the bps. of Ely, Lincoln, and 
Worcester, the lords Cobham, Clinton, and 
Wentworth, with certain of the king’s learned 
council; all which noblemen, &c.. were ap- 
pointed to meet ‘a committee of the commons 
at 2 o'clock, after dinner, in order to treat 
and commune on the purport of the said 
bill—The Commons had formed another bill 
for repealing these statutes, which upon some 
conferences they were willing to drop; only 
some provisos were added to the other, from 
which the bps. of London, Durham, Ely, He- 
reford, and Chichester, again dissented.—The 
repeal of all these statutes opened the door 
wide for liberty of conscience all over Eng- 
land; and dr. Heylin observes, “ all men 
were now set at liberty to read the Scriptures, 
and expound them as they pleased ; of enter- 
taining what opinion in religion best agreed 
with their fancics, and promulgating those 
opinions which they entertained.” But this 
is a mistake, for still the law for burning of 
heretics subsisted; of which kind of exécu- 
tions there were several instances in this reign. 

Dec. 24, all the bills concluded at this scs- 
ston being ready for the royal assent, they 
were passcd; after which the Jd. chance. pro- 
rogued the parl. to the 20th of April next 
ensuing. In the table at the end of the pro- 
ceedings of this session, in the Lord’s Journals, 
arc the Titles of 21 statutes then enacted; in 
the Statute Books are 15. But the superne- 
merary acts are only on private affairs. 

April 20, 1548, this parl. met again; when 
the Id. chanc. declared to them, that for cer- 
tain causes, particularly the war which then 
razed betwixt England and Scotland, by which 
several members could not without great, danget 
attend, it was the king’s pleasure that this perl. 
should be again prorogued from that day to 
the 15th of Oct.; and the king’s letters patents, 
appointing such @ proroggtion were read ac- 
cordingly. And, on the said 15th of Oct. 
other letters patents were read, importing, 
that by reason of the Plague, then reigning us 
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the cities of London, Westminster, and the 
suburbs thereof, the parl. was further proro- 
gued to the 24th of Nov. At which time, 
‘they being again assembled, proceeded to bu- 
siness; but nothing of any consequence was 
transacted till the 2ist of Dec. on which day 
the ld. chanc. adjourned the house to Jan. 
the 2d, 1549, when it again met. —' 

Jan. 14, in the Commons the privilege of 
the house was granted to John Keysar; ser- 
vant to sir Ralph Vane. 

Act for- Uniformity in Religion.] Jan. 15, 
the bi) for an Uniformity of Service and Ad- 
ministration of Sacraments to be had through- 
out the realm, was passed in the Lords. ‘rhe 

mble of the act sets forth, “ ‘That there 

ad been several forms of service, and that of 
late there had becn great difference in the ad- 
ministration of the sacraments, and other 
parts of divine worship: and that the most 
effectual endeavours could not stop the incli- 
nations of many to depart from the former 
tustoms ; which the king bad not punished, 
believing they flowed from a good zeal. But 
that there might be an uniform way over all 
the kingdom, the king, by the advice of the 
lord protector and his council, had appointed 
the abp. of Canterbury, with other learned 
and discrcet bps. and divines, to draw up an 
order of divine worship, having respect to the 
pure religion of Christ tauyht in the scripture, 
and to the practise of the primitive church, 
which they, by the aid of the holy ghost, bad 
with one uniform agreement concluded on; 
wherefore the pari. having considered the 
book, and the things that were altered or 
retained in it, they gave their most humble 
thanks, to the king for his care about it; 
nnd did pray that aH who had formerly of- 
fended in these matters, except such as were 
m the tower of London, or the prison of the 
Fleet, should fhe pardoned: and did enact, 
that from the feast of Whit-Sunday next, all 
divine offices should be performed according 
to it; and that such of the clergy as should 
refusc to do it, or continue to officiate in any 
other manner, should upon the 1st conviction 
be imprisoned 6 months, and forfeit a year’s 
profit of their benefice: for the 2d offence 
forfeit all their church preferments, and suffer 
a year’s imprisonment: and for the 3d offence 
should be imprisoned during life, Andall that 
should write, or put out things in ee against 
it, or threaten any clergymen for using it, 
were to be fined 101. for the 1st offence; 201. 
for the 2d; and to forfeit all their goods, and 
be imprisoned for hfc, upon a 3d offence. 
Only at the universities they might use it in 
Latin and Greek, excepting the office of the 
commanion. It was alsa lawful to use other 
psalms or ptayers taken out of the bible, so 
these in’ the book were not omitted.” This 
act was variously censured by those who dis- 
hked it. Some thought it ton much that it 
‘was said the book was drawn ‘ by the ard of 
the hoty ghost.’ But others said this was not 
te he so understood, as if they bad been in- 


spired by extraordinary assistance, for then 
Mie had been no room for any correction of 
what ivas now done; and therefore it was only 
to be understood in that sense, as all good 
motions and consultations are directed or 
assisted by the secret influences of God’s holy 
spirit; which do oft help good men, even in 
their imperfect actions, where the good that is | 
done is justly ascribed to the grace of God. 
Others censured it, because it was said to be 
done by uniform agreement, though 4 of the 
bps. were employed in the drawing of it, pro- 
tested against it, viz. the bps. of Norwich, 
Hereford, Chichester and Westminster; but 
these had agreed in the main parts of the 
work, though in some few particulars they 
were not satisfied, which made them dissent 
froin the whole. 

One thing must not be omitted; that whilst 
this bill was debating m the commons, one 
Storey, a member, spoke so sharply against r, 
and was so free of his reflections on the king 
and the protector, that he was put into the ser- 
jeant’s hands, and sent to the tower. The 
words he spoke from were these, ‘ Woe unto 
thee, Oh England! when thy king is a child.” 
An impeachment was actually. drawn up 
against him for it; but, upon his humble sub~ 
mission, the house ordered the privy counsel- 
lors to acquaint the protector, that it was their 
resolution he should be discharged, and they 
desired the king would forgive his offence 
against him and the council. 

Act for allowing Priests to marry.] Feb. 
19th, a bill for the Marriage of Priests passed 
both houses. The preamble of this act de- 
clares, “ That it were better for priests and 
the ministers of the church to live chaste and 
withont marriage, whereby they might better 
attend to the ministry of the gospel, and be 
less distracted with secular cares; so that it 
were much to be wished, that they would of 
themselves abstain. But great tilthiness of 
living, with other inconveniencies, had follow- 
ed on the laws that compelled chastity, and 
prohibited marringe; so that it was better they 
should be suffered to marry than be so restrain- 
ed: therefore all laws and canons that had 
heen made against it, being only made by 
homan authority, are repealed. So that all 
spiritual persons, of what degree soever, raiclit 
lawfully marry, provided they married accord- 
ing to the order of the church. But a priviso 
was added, that because many divorces of 
priests had been made after the six articles 
were enacted, and that the women micht have 
thereupon. married again, all these divorres, 
with every thing that had followed on them, 
should be canfirmed.” Bp. Burnet observes, 
that there was no law that passed in this reign 
more contradicted and censured than this. 

An Act for better supporting the Parochial 
Clergy.) Two other acts passed this session, 
which dr. Heylin says were exceeding neces- 
sary for the preservation of the church’s patri- 
mony, then near dissipated. ‘ The first (savs 


he) was made for the encouragement and supa 
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port of the Parochial Clergy, in the true pay- 
-gnent of their tithes, lately invaded by their 
_ patrons, and otherwise in Tanner to be lost for 
ever, by the avariciousness of the parishioners, 
as betore was said.” For remedy whereof; it 
was enacted, “ That no person or persons 
- should from thenceforth take or carry away 
any tithe or uthes, which had been received or 
pid within 40 years next before the dute 
thereof, or of right ought to have been paid, in 
_the place or places tthable in the sane, be- 
_fore he hath justly divided or set forth the uthe 
thereof, the 10th part of the same, or otherwise 
_agree for the same tithes, with the parson, 


_vicar, or other owner, proprictor, or farmer of 


the sane, uader the pain or fortciture of the 
_treble value of the tithes so taken op carried 
away.” To which a clause was also added, 
enabling the said parsons, vicars, &c. to enter 
upon any man’s land for the due setting of his 
tithes, and carrving away the same without 
molestation ; with other clauses ny less bene- 
ficial to the injured clergy, And becaucze the 
revenue of the clergy had been much dimi- 
nished by the luss of such offerings and obla- 
“tons, as had been accustomably made at the 
shrines of certain imaccs now either defaced or 
removcd, it was thougnt meet to make them 
soine amends wn another way: and thereupon 
- it was enacted, “ that every person exercising 
-merchandises, bargainuig, and selling, cluath- 
Ang, handicratt, and other art and faculty, be- 
iug such kind of persons, and in such places as 
heretofore, within the space of 40 years then 
before passed, have accustomably used to pay 
such personal tithes, or of right ought to pay, 
(other than such as the common day-lalour- 
ers) shall yearly, at or before the feast of Eas- 
ter, pay for his personal tithes the 10th of his 
clear gains; his charges and expences, accord- 
ing to his estate and condition or degree, to be 
there allowed, abated, and deducted; witha 
roviso for some remedy to be had therein be- 
fore the ordinary, in the case of tergiversation 
or refusal.” But the power of the bps. and 
other ordinarics, growing Jess and less, and 
hittle or no execution following in that behalf, 
this last clause proved of hitle benefit to thase 
whom it most concerned; who, living far the 
Most part in market towns, and having no pre- 
dial tithes to trust to, are thereby in a far 
worse condition than the rural clergy.” 
Attainder of Tio. lord Seyinour.| Feb. 235th 
a bill was brought in to the lards for the At- 
tainder of -ir Tho. Seyrnour, knt. lord Seymour 
of Sudley, lord high admiral of England, own 
uncle to the king, and brother to the Lord 
Protector. It was read a 2nd and Srd time, 
on the next dav, and the day following: but, 
before it passed the Lords, © it was thought 
good,” says the Journal, “ to send down cer- 
tain ministers of the upper house, to declare 
unto the members of the nether house, the 
manner after which the lords had proceeded in 
this matter; and to declare unto them also, 
that if they minded to proceed in like sort, 
certain nobicmen, who had given evidence 


PARL. HISTORY, 2 Epwarp VI. 1552.—Attuinder of Lord Seymour. 


! 


| 
| 


[58s 


against the said admiral, should he sent unto 
then, to declare, by mouth and presence, such 
matter as by their writing should in the mean 
time appear betore them.” After which fol- 
lows this mem. “ that it appears by the Jour- 
nul Book, as well this day, as at every several 
reading of the bill for the Attainder of the 
lord Tho. Seymour, lord admiral, that the 
Lord Protector, his brother, was present.” 

March 2nd, another article 1s entered on the 
Journal, relating to the aturesaid bill, in these 
words: this day were sent down the master 
of the rolls, sir Jas. Hales, and serj. Mollineux, 
with like. commission, m elfect, as wis sent 
down the Wednesday before. Answer was 
made, that they would consult together, and 
thereupon they would with speed send up their 
resolution; but no haste having been made 
therein by them of the nether uouse, and the 
lords having sat so long, as they thought the 
time very fur spent, they concluded to depart; 
desiring the Lord Protector that jt would 
please him to receive such answer as should 
be sent, touching this matter, froin the nether 
house, and to make report thereof at the next 
assembly, which should be on Monday next,” 
But though we find that the protector was 
preseut on that day, yet no message trum the 
commons is entered; and we are only told, 
that on March 5th, the bill for the Attainder 
of the Lord Admiral was sent up, amongst 
others, as passed by that hause. 

Bat by the Journals of the Commons it ap- 
pears, that this bill was read there the last day 
of Feb. for the 1st time; again on March 1st; 
and that March 2nd, the master of the rolls, 
scr). Mollincux, serj. Hales, and the king’s 
sylicitor, were sent from the lords, to know the 
pleasure of the house, if it should be resolved 
there to pass upon the Attamder of the Ads 
miral in such order as was passed in the higher 
house. Herctipon it was ordered, that adver- 
tisement thercof should be sent to the Lords 
by some of that house, ‘Then it was resolved, 
that the evidence should be heard orderly, as 
it was before the Lords. And also to require, 
that the Lords who affirmed that evidence 
might ¢ome hither and declare it 6 viva voce.’ 
And this to be delivered to the Lord Protector, 
by Mr. Speaker, and ather the king’s privy 
council, in that house. 

March 4th, the master of the rolls, &c. de- 
clared the king’s pleasure to be, that the ad- 
mntral’s presence was not necessary in this 
court, and therefore he need not be there: 
aad further declared, that if the house required 
to have the Lords to come, and to satisfy them 
for the cridence against the admiral, the Lords 
would come. ‘Then it was ordered, that Mr. 
Comptroller, and others of the king’s privy 
council, should hear the Lords, and require, 
that if it were judged necessary to have the 
Lords come, that upon any further suit they 
night come down to their house. The same 
day the bill for the attainder of sir Tho. Sey- 
ue lord Seymour, was read a 3rd time aud 
Passe ° 
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It appears by the Journals, that the duke of | And lastly, we shal] conclude our account’ 
Somerset, as Protector, sat in the house of ! of the proceedings of this session, in the words ° 
Lords every day, whilst the bill of attainder | éf another ecclesiastical writer (a), though it ig’ 
against his own brother was depending; and | on a quite diferent affair, but perhaps more 
no doubt voted in this case of blood. From | conducive to the public good’than any of the’ 
whence we may infer, that the prosecution was | former. 
but too pleasing to lim: since he might have | Bills for Relief of the ee: “ There was 
been well excused from such an attendance on] one thing,” says Strvpe, “debated in this 
the fate of so near a relation, as well as sign- | parl. which may deserve to be here related.’ 
ing a warrant fur his execution, On the 20th | Kor the pacitying of the people, and making 
of March the Admiral was beheaded; but it 
was amply returned upon the Protector in | siers and gentlemen, who enclosed commons. 
short space atter; and, as Grafton observes, | and neglected tillage, John Hales, (that had 
« the fall of one brother proved the overthrow | been lately in a commission to enquire ‘into 
of ae other.” inclosures, and then saw and piticd the op-" 

A Subsidy.] March 12th, a bill was passed | pression of the poor country-people) devised 3 
for arenes a Subsidy trdm the Temporality | bills to be put into parl.; unto which he first 
to the king’s maj. This, as the act expresses | made many wise men privy. The one was for 
it, was a relief out of sheep, cloths, goods, and | the re-cditying of houses decayed, and for the 
debts, &c. to be paid in 3 years. The Clergy | maintenance of tillage and hushandry. ‘he 
granted 6d. in the pound, to be paid also im 3 | other, against: regrating of victuals and other 
ha In the preamble to their bill they ac- things, wherein one principal point was, that 

nowledged the great quietness they enjoyed | neither grasiers, nor none else, should buy any 
under the king, havi ing no Iet nor impediment cattle, and scll the same again within a certain 
in the service of God. But the laity set out | time. For as the said Hales had‘learned, and 
their Subsidy with a much fuller preamble “of | knew of certainty, divers grasiers and shee 

the great happiness they had by the true reli- | masters brought both cattle and inoney to the 
gion of Christ; declaring that they were ready | market, and if they could not scll their own as 
to forsake all things rather than Christ; as also | dear as they listed, they carried them home 
to assist the king i in the conquest of Scotland, again, and hougiit all the rest. These 2 bills 
which they call a port of his dominion ; there- were first put to the-lords. The first being 
fore they gave 1s. in the pound on all mens’; read was not liked. The 2nd they allowed 
personal estates, to be puid in 3 years.’ | and augmented, and sent down to the Lower 

March 14th, the king being present in the | House; where it was so debated and tossed up 
house, all the great otlicers of stute, 2 mar- | 
quisses, 8 eurls, 17 bps. and 17 barons, the 
bills all obtained the royal assent. After which, | 
his maj. in person, prorogued this parl. again’! ed 
to the 4th of Nov. next ensuing. There are 
the titles of no less than 60 acts passed this 
session in the Lords’ Journals; in the printed 
hook of Statutes ouly 39. For the titles of 
the public acts passed in this session, we refer 
the reader to the list at the end of this reign. | 

act against eating Flesh in Lent, &e. ] We | 


wud there so much deferred, that men’s aifec- 
ane might there have been notably discover- 

And perhaps, (said Hales, relating this 
matter in aw ritiny of his) he that had seen all 
this would have said, “ That the lamb had 
been committed to the wolte’s custody.” ‘The 
3rd bill was set forth first in the lower house, 
and tended to this end, That every man that 
kept, in several: pastures, sheep or beasts, 
should keep, for every 100 sheep that he had: 
must not omit making mention of an act | above six score, two kine; and tor every of 
which was passed this session, against eating | these two kine, should rear one calf. And for 
Flesh in Lent. In the preamble of which it is every two kine that he kept beside, more than 
said, “ that though it is clear, by the word of | ten, he should rear one calf. By this means 
God, that there is no day, nor kind of meat, | he thought and believed, that the nation should 
purer than another, but that all are in them- | net only have plenty of beasts, whereof there’ 
Selves alike; yet many, out of sensuality, had | was wonderful great decay, but also thereby 
contemned such abstinence, as had been for- | the markets should be replenished with mitk, 
merly used ; and since abstinence was a means | butter and cheese, the common and principal 
to virtue, and to subdue men’s bodies to their | sustenance of the poor. The said Hales had 
soul and spirit, and was also necessary to en- | such an opinion of this bill, that he durst have 
courage the trade of fishing, and for saving of | laid Ins lite on at, that if it had proceeded, 
flesh; “therefore all former laws about fasting | there would have been, within 5 years after 
and abstinence were to be, after the 1st of | the execution thereof, such plenty of victuals, 
May, repealed; and it was enacted, that from | and so good and cheap, as never was in Eng- 
the ist of May, none should eat flesh on Fri- land; and besides, a great many good thints 
days, Saturdays, ember days, in Lent, or any ensue, very necessary and protitahle for the 
other days that should be declared tish-davs, commonwealth of the country. Which nei- 
under several penalties. A proviso was added, ther by the execution of the late commission, 
for excepting such as should obtain the king’s nor yet by any positive law, the’ in being, 
licence, or were sick and weak; and that nune 
should be indicted but within 3 months after 
the oifence,” 


re cere rt cr rr ct De ne 


(a) Strype’s Ecclesiast. Memor. vol. MW. p. 134. 


the condition of the Poor easier against gra-" 


and dow n, and at last committed to such men, - 
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could be holden. But, says Hales, Demetrius 
aad his fellows soun spied whereunto this thing 
- tended. There was then “hold with me, 
and [ will hold with thee.” . Some alledyed the 
Opinion of their fathers in ume past (but these 
had been great sheep-masters) who when the 
hike bill had been propounded, would never 
consent unto it, but said that when any scar- 
city of cattle was, a proclamation was made 
that no calves should be killed for a time. 
Some alledged, that men then eat more ficsh 
than they did iu tine past; and that in Lent 
and other fasting days heretofore, the people 
eat neither butter, milk, nor cheese, and would 
have them do so again for policy sake. And 
thus these rich inclosers got the better of these 
good bills intended for tle benclit of the poor,” 
Act relating to Riols, §c.] Nov. 4th, the 
parl. met again. Vhe-first thing we find that 
the Lords went upon, was to bring in a bill 
against the spreading of false and vain Pro- 
pierce against the king or bis council; since 
y such ineans the people were disposed to 
sedition. [For the first offence, it was to be 
punished by a year’s imprisonment, and 10). 
fine ; for the next, it was imprisonment during 
life, with the forieiture of goods and chattels. 
Also another against the Husing of the comman 
People into unlawful assemblies; by which 
much mischief had been done lately in the 
kingdom. By this it was enacted, that if any 
to the number of 12 should mcet tozcther un- 
lawfully, for any matter of state, and continue 
for the space of an hour, and, being required 
by any lawtul magistrate, should not disperse 
themselves, it should be treason. It was made 
felony also to gather the people together with- 
out warrant, by ringing of bells, sound of drum 
or trumpet, or firing uf beacons. And if any 
broke hedges, or violently pulled up pales, about 
inclosures, without lawful] authority, it should 
be felony. All these laws were inade on ac- 
count of the tumults during the last year, 


| 


marq. ef Dorset, the bps. ef Durham, Ely, 
Litchfield and Coventry; the lords Whartog 
and Stuffurd, to whom were joied the lord 
Muntecagle, lord chief justice of the common- 
pleas, the lord chicf baron, the king’s attor- 
ney and sulicitor-general were appointed 4 
committee for that purpose. But, to make 
short of this business, though the lards passed 
a second bill for the due Execution of Eeclo- 
siastical Laws, one clause of which was, That 
no person should be employed in them 
who had not becn a student for some years 19 
an university; yet it was laid aside by the. 
Commons, after a 2nd reading in that house, 
‘They thought it better,” says bp. Burnet, 
“ to renew the design that was in the former 
rcigu, of 32 persons being authonsed to com- 
pile a bady of Ecclesiastical Laws ; and theseg 
being nothing contrary to the common and 
statute laws of the land, should be published 
by the king’s warrant, under the great seal, 
and have the force of laws in the ecclesiasticag 
courts.” The effect which this ordinance had, 
will appear in the sequel. 

Procecdings against the D. of Somerset.} 
This parl. sat every day during the Christinas 
holidays, except on the Great Festival, trum 
which thing, we may imagine some matter of 
moment was in agitation.’ Accordingly, on 
the 2d of Jan. 1550, the Journal informs us, 
that the grand affair of the duke of Somerset 
came before them; introduced in this manner; 
‘“ That as the said duke, for divers great. 
crimes, committed against the king and king- 
dom, had, on the i4th of Oct. last, been 
thrown into prison; this day a bill was read 
in the house, in which were contained 29 
Articles against him; all and singular of which 
the said duke had signed with his own hand; 
and had humbly cast himself upop his maj.’s 
judgment and will, Which voluntary confes- 
sion, confirmed by his subscribing it, they all 
made no doubt of; nevertheless, considering 


which spread into almost every county of ; how easily precipitate judgments may be drawa 


England, 

ill fer enforcing the Ecclesiastical Laws, 
§c.] Nov. 14th, all the bishops joined ina 
complaint to the lords, “ that they were much 
despised by the common people; that vice 
ri disorder much abounded; and that they 
durst not punish any sin, by reason that sume 
late proclamations had almost totally deprived 
thein of any junsdiction ; so that they could 
not oblige any person to appear before thein, 
or observe the orders of the church.” This 
complaint was heard, not without much con- 
cern by the rest of the lords; and that they 
might put a speedy stup to this evil, the pre- 
lates were desired to draw some torm of a 
statute for that purpose.—On the 18th, a bill 
was brought into the house, and read once, 
but rejected ; because by it the bps. seemed 
to arrogate too much power to themselves; 
therefore it was thought. advisable to appoint 


guine prudent persons, of each order, after | Dec. last. He protesie 


into precedents, they thought proper, from their 
body, to send 2 earls, 2 barons, and 4 bps. to 
learn from his own mouth, whether the said 
duke signed the said Articles voluntarily, or by 
compulsion, And the earls of Westmorland 
and Bath, the bps. of Litchfield, Iereford, 
Worcester and Westminster, the barons Cob- 
ham and Morley, were named for that pur- 
pose.” On the next day, the said lords come, 
missioners informed the whole house, that they 
had been with the said duke, and that he bad 
acknowledged to them the signing of the said 
Articles, and confessed all the crimes and 
errors contained in them. And, besides, he 
returned his most hearty thanks to the house, 
for their great humanity in sending such an ho- 
nourable embassy to him. Bp. Uurnet writes, 
from the Council-Book, that the duke had 


| made his confession, on his knees, before the 


king and council, and ate it on the 13th of 
that his offence had 


mature deliberation on the point, to draw up a) flowed from rashness and indiscretion, rather 
gnd bill. And the abp. of Canterbury, the | than malice, and that he had ao treasonable 
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design against the king or his realms. So he 
was fined, by act of parl. in 2000]. a year 
inland, and the forfeit of all his goods and 
otices, which were earl imarshal, lurd trea- 
surer, and lord protector. But his carriage 
after this appearcd so meck and huinble, that 
the king was prevailed upon to pardon him fur 
that ume. And, some tine after, to make 
him, again, one of his privy council, ~ 

Sons of Peers.) We must not omit one 
circumstance relating to the rules of the house 
of communs, meutioned in their Journal. It 
seems that before this time the eldest suns of 

were not allowed to be members of that 

use; and that sir Francis Russel, being, by 

the death of his elder brother, heir apparent 

to the lord Russel, it was, upon thc 21st of 

Jan, carried upon a debate, “‘ That he should 
tll abide in the house as he was before.” 

Feb. 1, the king came to the house, and, 
after giving the royal assent to the bills, pro- 
rogued the pari. to the 21st of April next fol- 
lowing. The Journals of the Lords give us 
the utles of 31 Acts that were passed this 
session; the Statute-Books only 24. 

Act for defacing Images.] An act was 
passed in this session, by which it was de- 
clared, ‘That all books used in churches, such 
as Antiphonales, Missals, Grayles, Processio- 
nals, Manuals, Legends, Pies, Portuasses, 
Journals, Couchers and Ordinals, after the 
use of Sarum, Lincoln, York, or any other 
private use, should be destroyed: and all 
those who had any image, that did belong to 
any church or chapel, were required to deface 
it before the last day of June. And, in all 

mmers, in Latin or English, sct out by the 
late king, the prayers to the saints were to be 
obliterated. By virtue of this act, visitors 
were appointed to visit the churches in Lon- 
don; and all the Images, at st. Paul’s and 
the other churches in the city, were taken 
down and broke in pieces; which example 
was afterwards followed through all the other 
churches in England. By which a great many 
beautiful out-side fronts, in our cathedrals, &c. 
were much deformed ; the pedestals and niches 
ever since left bare and naked, the inages 
being almost all destroyed at this time. But 
there was a proviso, in this act, That Images 
upon the tombs of any king, prince, noble- 
man, or otber dead person, not reputed a 
saint, might still remain. 

From the 2ist of April, this parl. was again 
prorogued, to the 10th of Oct. next ensuing. 
And from that day anvther prorogation took 
place to the 20th of Jan. 1551; from which 
_ume it suffered one more prorogation to the 
2d of March, but did not meet to transact 
business, till the 23d of Jan. 1552. 

A new Book of Common Prayer authorized 
by Parl.] Jan. 28, a bill was brought into 
the Lords for the appointing of an Order to 
come to Divine Service; which was agreed to 
on the 26th, and sent down to the commons. 
Here it laid a long time, for it was not till the 
a of April that we hear of it again; when 

OL. 1, 
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we find it tacked to another bill by the com~ 
mons, called, * An act for the uniformity 
of service and administration of sacraments 
throughout the realm.’ Which was to autho- 
rise a new Common Prayer-book, according 
to some rules agreed on last year. This the . 
Commons joined to the former, and so put 
both into one act: by this it was first set 
turth, “ That an Order of Divine Service 
being published, many did wilfully abstain 
from it, and refused to come to their parish 
churches; therefore all are required, after the 
feast of Allhallows next, to come evcry Sunday 
and holiday to comimou-prayers undcr pain of 
the church’s censure. And the king, the lords 
temporal, and the commons, did, in God’s 
name, require all abps. bps. and their ordi- 
naries, to endeavour the due execution of that 
act, as they would answer before God for such 
evils and plagues, with which he might justly 
punish thei, for neglecting this good and 
wholesome law; and they were fully autho- 
rised to execute the censures of the church 
on all that should offend against this act.” 
To which is added, ‘“ That there had been 
divers doubts about the manner of the mi- 
nistration of the service, rather by the curio~ 
sity of the ministers and mistakers, than of any 
other cause; and that for the better explana- 
tion of it, and for the greater perfection of 
the service, in some places where it was fit to 
make the prayer and fashion of service more 
quick and: earnest, to stir up christian people 
to the true honouring of Almighty Gud; there- 
fore it had been bY command of the king and 
parl. perused, explained, and made more per- 
fect.” There was also, annexed to it, the 
form of making bps. priests and deacons; and 
so this new book of service was appointed to 
be every where received, after the feast of All 
Saints next, under the same penalties that had. 
been enacted 3 years before, when the furmer 
book was issued. 

Bill for the Marriage of the Clergy.] Feb. 
6, a bill for the Marriagé of the Clergy was 
brought in to the lords, and passed on the 10th. 
By it was set forth, “* That many took occa- 
sion, from the words in the act formerly 
made about this matter, to say, that it was 
only permitted, as usury and other unlawful 
things were, for the avoiding greater evils ; who 
thereupon spoke slandcrously of such Mary- 
riages, and accounted the children, begotten of 
them, to be bastards; to the high dishonour 
of the king and parl. and the Icarned clergy of 
the realm; wlo had determined, that the laws 
against priests Marriages were most unlawful 
by the law of God; to which they had net 
only given their assent, in convoca‘ion, but 
signed it with their own hands. These slanders 
did also occasion that the word of God. was 
not heard with due reverence ; pereipoe it 
was enacted, That such Marriages, made ac- 
cording to the rules prescribed in the book of 
service, should be esteemed good and valid; 
and that the children, begot in them, should 
be inheritable according to law.” 


Q) ‘ 
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Act relating to High Treason.| Feb. 16, 
an act for the punishment of divers kinds of 
Treasons was hrought into the lords, and passed 
on-the 20th. But, when it was sent down to 
the commons, it occasioned a long debate, and 
many sharp things was said of those who now 
hore the sway. It was urged, that at the be- 
ginning of this reign the ministry then put ina 
bill for lessening the number of such offences ; 
but now they saw, by the change of coun- 
cils, more severe laws were proposed. At last 
the commons rejected the bill, oe drew up a 
new one, which passed into a law. By it was 
enacted, “ That if any should call the king, or 
any of his heirs, named in the statute of the 
35th of the last reizn, heretic, schismatic, ty- 
rant, infidel, or usurper of the crown; for the 
tst offence, they should forfeit their goods and 
chattles, and be nnprisoned during pleasure ; 
for the 2nd, should be in a premunire; for the 
Srd should be attainted of treason. But, if 
any should unadvisedly set it out m writing, 
printing, painting, carving, or graving, he was, 
tor the ist offence, to be held as a traitor. 
Likewise, that those who should keep any of 
the king’s castles, artillery, or ships, 6 days 
after.they were lawfully required to give them 
up, should be guilty of Treason. ‘That men 
might be proceeded against for Treasons cout- 
mitted out of the kingdom as well as in it. 
They also added a proviso, that none should 
be attainted of Treason on this act, unless two 
witnesses should cone, and to their face aver 
the fact, for which they were to be tried; ex- 
cept such as, without any vielence, should con- 
fess it; and that none should be questioned 
for any thing, said or written, but within three 
months after it was done.” 

Feb. 22. In the Commons it was ordered, 


That if any burgess require Privilege for him | 
or his servant, he shall, upon declaration, have | 
awarrant, signed by Mr. Speaker, to obtain : 


the Writ.—And, for that, Win. Ward, burgess 
of Lancaster, obtained a writ of Privilege out 
of the chancery, without a warrant from this 


house ; it 1s committed to Mr. Mason, and , 


others, to cxantine the matter and ceruty. 

Act for Observance of Holy ie March 
Srd, a bill was brought into the Lords for the 
Observation of, Itoly Days and Fastng Davs. 
It was sent down to the conunons on the 15th, 
by whom it was passed. In the preamble to 
this bill it was set forth, “ That men are not 
at all tines so set on the performance of reli- 

ous duties as they ought to be; which made 
it necessary that there should be set times, in 
which kibeoar was to cense, that men might on 
these davs wholly serve God. Which days 
were not to be accounted holy of their own 
nature, but were so called because of the holy 


duties then to be set about; so that the sanc- | 


triication of then, was nut any magical virtue 
in that time, but consisted in the dedicating 
them to God’s service. That no day was de- 
dicated to any saint, but only to God in re- 
membrance of such saints. That the scripture 
had not determined the number of holy days, 


+ 


but that these were left to the liberty of thé 
church. Therefore it was enacted, that alt 
Sundays, with the days marked in the Cafendar 
and Iiturzy, should be kept as holy ditys; and’ 
the bishops were to proceed by the censures 
of the church against the disobedient.” A 
proviso was added, for the observation of St. 
Georve’s teast by the knights of the garter ; and 
another, that labourers and fishermen might, 
if need so required, work on those days either 
in or out of harvest. The eves before holy 
days were to be kept as fasts; and in Lent, 
and on Fridays and Saturdays, abstinence from 
tlesh was enacted, Bur, if a holy day was to 
fall on a Monday, the eve for it was to be 
kept on Saturday, since Sunday was never to 
be a fast. 

Act for Relief of the Poor.} March 5th, a 
bill was read in the Lords, tor the 1st time, for 
Taxes and Assessments tor relief of poor and 
iinpotent persons, and committed. ‘The bilt 
bears this title in the Lords’ Journal, and it 
passed the house in that form, But this gave 
occasion to some members in the commons, 
when the bill came before them, to take no- 
tice, that it was designed to Iny a tax on the 
subjects which was a jealousy not casy to get 
over in those days. So that when the act 
passed it had only this title, an act for the 
Provision and Relief of the Poor,” by which 
i the churchwardens were empowered to gather 
charitable contributions for the poor; and it 

anv did refuse to contribute, or did dissuade 
others trom it, the bishop of the diocese was 

to proceed against them. 
| Act relating to Usury. Another bill was 
brought in against usury, which passed both 
houses, and was made a statute, By it, at 
act passed in the 37th of the late king, “ that 
none might take abore 20 per cent, on mo- 
ney lent.” was repealed; which they said was 
not intended tor the allowing of Usury, but 
for preventing farther inconveniences. And 
‘sinee Usury was by the word of God furhidden, 
and set ont in divers places of seripture as 2 
myst odious and detestable vice, which yet 
! many continue to practise, for the filthy gant 
they make by it: theretore, trom the 1st of 
May. all usury or gain from money lent was 
to cease: and whosoever continued to practie 
to the contrary, was to forteit both principal 
ant interest, to sutter imprisonment, and to be 
tined at the king's pusure.” ‘This severe act 
bus been since repealed. ; 

Privilege of Purl.j March 18th it was or- 
dered, “ that Hugh Fludde, servant to sir A. 
Wrngtvide, shill have privilege.” On_ the 
26th a suppheation was exhibited, by John 
Gurdon, Frenchman, to undo the Privilege 
granted to Hugh Fludde. On the @8th_ it was 
ordered, “ that a procedendo shall be directed 
tu set Hugh Fludde without the privilege of 
this house, as he was before, and the’ seryeant 
'to deliver lim prizougr to the sheritls of Lon- 
. don” On the next day, @ where the serjeant 
delivered If. Fludde to a serjeant of Loudon, 
he mude an assault upon that seyciani, and 


| 


’ 


| 
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escaped out of his ward; whereof, by credible | 

report made to this house, it is ordered, that | 

the serjeant shall require mr. comptroller to 
send to this house to-morrow, by 8 o’cluck, 

IL. Fludde and — Creketoste, to know the 

further pleasure of the house, On the 80th 

wr. comptroller did send Fludde and Creke- 
tuste to the house; whereupon was declared 
by the sherift’s serjeant, the misdemeanor and 
escape of Fludde, by the means of Creketoste ; 
whereupon it is ordered, that Fludde and 
Creketuste shall be sent prisoners to the gate- 
house till to-morrow. On the morrow, the 
Siot, it was ordered that H. Fludde shall be 
remitted to the counter of London, in such 
case as he wus before the privilege granted by 
this house unto him; and if Fludde shall agrec 
with Gurdon, that notwithstanding to abide 
the order of this house if it be fitting ; and if 
hot, then to abide the order of the king's coun- 
cil, for the punishment of this misd¢meanor, 
when it sha 1 be ordered. For Creketoste, it 
js ordered, that he should remain in ward, 
where he was, and to bring him hither to- 
morrow, at 10 o'clock; and it is ordered, that 
two members shall make report to mr. comp- 
troller of the misdemeanor of Fludde and 
Creketoste. Ou the next day it is ordered, 
that Creketoste shall be sent prisoner to the 
Tower, by the serjeant of this house. April 
sth, he is ordered to be discharged of the un- 
prisonment, paying his fees, April 15th, the 
day of the dissolution of the parl. it is or- 
dered, that Hi. Fludde, prisoner jn the coun- 
ter, shall so retain, until he have satisfied or 
screed with Gurdon; and that then the said 
Tludde shall be delivered to the serjeant of 
this house, and discharged of his imprison- 
nent there, notwithstanding any other achon 
being brought against him in London, sithence 
his first arrest for this matter, 

Duke of Somerset attainted and beheaded.] 
April 12th, the Journal infonns us, a bill was 
read in the lords a 3rd time, * for the limita 
tion of the late duke of Somerset's lands; and 
also one other bilf, canfirming the attainder of 
the said duke, sir Tho. Arundele, sir Michael 
Stanhope, sit Ralph Fane, and sir Miles Par- 
tridge. Which being 3 tunes read, and agreed 
unto by the Lords, were scnt dawn to the 
lower house by ser}, Brooke and the king's so- 
licitor, with request that it might be annexed 
tu the aforesaid act against the'duke."—The 
duke of Somerset had again fallen into a trap, 
which his enemies had kid for hung but he 
did not escape sa well in this, fox it proved fae 
tal to him. He was tricd by lis peers, on an 
indictment of high treason and telony; ace 
quitted of the first, but tound guilty of the fe- 
lony; for which be was beheaded on ‘Towerr 
hill, ‘The statute on which this nobleman was 
condemned is inennioned before; but the ain 
reason whieh made him a prey to the earl of 
Warwick, and the rest of his unplacable ene- 
mies, was the loss of his brother: bis own 
streneth and capacity not being eutleient to 
stem, the vivlence of the stream which then 


: 
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run against him, Bp. Burnet writes, “ that 
the duke af Somerset’s estate had been en- 
parl. on his son, in the urd 
of the late reign; and that the bill for the re- 
1 of the said act was sent down to the 
arch 3rd, and signed with the 
Whether the king was so 
thac this extraordi- 
by him for the utter ruin 
tv or not, he cannot determine; but 
fhinks it was done m hiutred to the 
“Sumerset and her issue. Por the 
hem by that act of 
arl. in prejudice at the issue ot the former 
Inarriage, of whom are descended the Sey- 
mours of Devonshire, whe were Usimberiied 
from the duke of Somerset's ho- 
patents, and from his gstate by 
act of parl, partly upon some jealousies he had 
of his former wite, but chiefly by the power 
his second wife had over him.” Lowever, this 
bill of Repeal was wach apposed in the com- 
inons, though sent to them in so unusual away 
by the king bonself, And though there was, 
on the Sth of March, a message sent trou the 
lords, that they should make haste towards an 
end of the park. yet still they stuck long upoly 
it; looking upon the breaking of entails, made 
by act of ot as athing of such consequence, 
that it dissulved the greatest security which the 
lnw of England can give to property, It was 
lony argued in the commons, and was 15 sc 
veral days brought in, A! last a new bill was 
devised, and that was much altered too; and 
it was not quite ended till the day before the 
parl, was dissolved. But near the end of the 
session, & proviso was sent by the Lords to be 
added to the bill, continming the attainder of 
the duke and his accomplices. It secms his 
cnemies would not try this at first, all they 
had by other means ineasured their streagth 
in that house; and finding their interest grow 
there, they adventured on it; but they os- 
touk their necasures, for the commons would 
nat ngree to it; though, in conclusion, the bill 
af repeal was agreed to, But, whereas there 
had been some writings for a marriage between 
the earl of Oxtord’s daughter and the duke of 
Somersct’s son, gud a bill was put in for cas- 
gating them; it was carried in the negative, on 
a division of the house, 69 against 68.” ‘The 
prelate here remarks, “ that 137. members 
was a very thin hause at that time; Lut this, 
he adds, was a natural effect of a long parl.; 
many of those who were first chosen being in- 
ttirm, and others not willing: to put theins 
selves to the charge of so constant and long 
attendance.” We have chose tp copy bp. 
Burnet, in his account of these particulars ; 
but either he or the Journals of the Lords must 
err in, some of them, [t appears evidently, 
by that authority, that there was no mention 
made of cither of these bills against the duke, 
till the 11th of April, when the Limitation- 
Bill was sent up from the lower house; it was 
read # Ist and 2nd time that day, and a pros 
yiso added te it; and the day following i 


i 


nours by his 
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passed the Lords, and had there the bill of At- 
tainder tacked to it, in the manner above re- 
‘cited. , 

The bill of Attainder not passing in the 
Lower House against the duke of Somerset; 
the proviso in the Treason-Act, mentioned be- 
fore; and that house refusing to pass the bill 
against the bp. of Durham, alee he was con- 
fronted by witnesses before them, shewed 
plainly what sense the commons had of this 
duke’s condemnation. It also gave the duke 
of Northumberland a perfect knowledge how 
hittle kindness they had for him; for this parl. 
being called by Somerset, his friends had been 

enerally chosen to be in it;--and it is no won- 

er, if upon this fall, they were not over com- 
plaisant to those who had destroyed iim, Jn 
short, the minister made no motion for a-sup- 
ply.this session, though the king’s debts were 
then very great; and to gain one he found it 
hecessary to call a new parl. Accordingly, 
on the 15th of April, the old one was dis- 
solved, after sitting almost 5 years; and the 
minister made it his business, all that summer, 
to gain friends all over England, in order to 
have another parl. the next year more fit for 
his purpose. 

A new Parl. called.| Towards the close of 
the year 1552, the king called a new parl. 
and great care was taken by the court to have 
it answer their expectations. Strype tells us, 
that “ the king, as his years came on, began to 
sct himself about business; and, as he intend- 
ed to have this parl. composed of men endowed 
with good and great abilities, to consult with 
him on the pressing affairs and diticulties of 
his kingdom, he causcd letters to be written to 
every sheriff in the realm, directing them whom 
to choose for that purpose.” It is very proba- 
ble, that the duke minister put this specious 
ee upon it, in order to impose upon the 
cing’s natural goodness; but this way of pro- 
cecding, by influencing elections, is hy no means 
justifiable by the ancient custom and usage of 
the realm. The letter itself, which the afore- 
said author has given us, is a sutlicient testi- 
mony of this. It is as follows: 

“ Trusty and well-beloved, we greet you 
well. Forasmuch as we have, for diverse good 
considerations, caused a summonition for a 

arl. to be made, as we doubt not but yee 
undersiand the same by our writs sent in that 
delalr unto you; we have thought it meet for 

he furtherance of such causes, as are to be 
propounded to the said parl. for the common 
weal of our realm, that in the election of such 
persons as shall be sent to the parl. cither from 
our counties, as knights thereof, or from our 
cities and boroughs, there be good regard had, 
that the choice be made of men of gravity 
and knowledge in their own countries and 
towns, fit for their understandings and quali- 
ties, to be of such a great council. And there- 
furc, since some part of the proceeding herein 
shall rest in you, by virtue of vour office, we 
do, tor the great desire we have that this our 
pari. may be assembled with personages out 


of every country, of wisdom and experience, 
at this prescnt, will and command you that 
shall give notice, as well. to the freeholders of 
your couvty, as to the citizens and burgesses 
of any city or borough, which shall have any 
of our writs by your direction, for the election 
of citizens and burgesses, that our pleasure 
and commandment is, that they shall chuse 
and appoint, (as nigh as they possibly may) 
men of knowledge and experience, within the 
counties, cities and boroughs; so, as by the 
assembly of such, we may by God's goodness 
provide (thorough the advice and knowledge 
of the said parl.) for the redress of the lucks 
in our commonweal, more cifcctually than 
heretofore hath been. And _ yet, nevertheless, 
our pleasure is, that where our Privy Council 
or any of them within their jurisdictions, in 
our behalf, shall recommend men of learning 
and wisdom; in such case their directions be 
regarded and followed, as tending to the same 
which we desire, that is, to have this assembly 
to be of the most chietest men in our realm, 
for advice and good council.” 

Atter this followed several letters, from the. 
king himself, recommending particular persons 
to the high sheritls ta be elected knights. The 
writs for cdlling this parl. and these letters 
were sent out in Jan, 1553, and it was ordered 
to meet the 1st of March following. John 
Stowe gives us the ceremonials at the opening, 
inthis manner. ‘“ The-ist of March began a 
parl. at Westininster; and all the lords spin- 
tual and temporal, assembled that date «in the 
Whitehall, in their robes, where a sermon was 
preached in the king’s chapel, by dr. Ridley 
bp. of London, and his maj. with diverse 
lords received the communion. Which being 
done, the king, with the lords in order, went 
into the king’s great chamber, on the king's 
side, which that day was prepared for the 
lord.’s house, the king situng under his cloth 
of estate, and all the lords in their degrees ; 
the bp. of Ely, dr. Godricke, Id. chanc. made 
@ proposition for the kIng, which being ended 
the lords departed. This was done because 
the king was sicklv.”—Bnt the reason why thig 
parl. sat at Whitehall was, becanse the king 
was so far gone in a consuinption that he was 
not able to go Westininster. The next day, 
the same author tells us, that James Dyer, or 
Diar, esq. was chosen Speaker of the commons. 
And now the Lords Journal informs us, that 
the first thing of note that they went upon, 
wus to bring in a bill, for the better answering 
the revenues of the crown, thar all treasurers 
and other persons, having the receipt of any 
of the king's money, shall be yearly account- 
able, and put in sureties forthe same. This 
bill occasioned some dehate, and on the 3d 
reading, the earl of Pembroke, the lords 
Morley, Borough, Bray, Wentworth, Russel, 
and Rich, protested against it. And when it 
was sent down to the Commons they wholly 
rejected it; but sent back a new bill to the 
same purpose which passed into a_ statute. 
‘Two other bills also, in relation to the state 


— 
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of the Coinage, were introduced; the 1st was, 
that it should be felony to give for anv of the 
current coin of the kingdom above what was 
appointed by the king’s proclamation. The 
other, against the expurtation of Gold and 
Silver out of the realm. The 1st was rejected, 
but the last passed into a law; which was no 
more than reviving a statute made the 17th 
Edw. 4, for the same purpose; and was to 
continue for 20 years. 
A Subsidy.| March 13. A bill for a subsidy 
and two 15th’s and 10ths, by the temporality, 
was sent up by the commons, and passed by 
the Lords on the 17th; it was granted for two 
years. This bill occasioned great debates in 
the lower-house. The preamble to it was a 
long accusation of the duke of Somerset, 
« For involving the king in wars, wasting his 
treasures, engaging him in much debt, em- 
basing the coin, and having given occasion for 
a most terrible rebellion. In fine, considering 
the great debt the king was left in by his 
father, the Joss he put himself to in reforming 
the coin, and they finding his temper to be set 
wholly on the good of his subjects, and not on 
_ enriching himself; therefore they gave him two 
10ths and two 15ths for two years.” Whether 
the debate in the commons was upon this ex- 
traordinary demand of a supply, or on the pre- 
amble is uncertain. But, it is probable, that 
when the bill came to be engrossed it was on 
the latter ; which the duke of Northumberland 
and his party, were the more eagerly sct on, 
to let the king sce hew acceptable they were, 
and how hateful the duke of Somerset had 
been tothe people. The clergy also, to shew 
their affection and duty, says Burnet, gave 
the king 6s. inthe pound on all their benefices ; 
which grant, according to custom, ever since 
the Reformation, was confirmed by /parl. 
Feetesiastical Promotion.} March 21, a 
bill was sent down from the Lords, that none 
micht hold any Spiritual or Ecclesiastical Promo- 
tion, unless he was either priest-or deacon. The 
reason of it was, because many noblemen and 
gentlemen’s sons had prebends given them, on 
this pretence, thatsthey intended to fit them- 
selves, by study, for holy orders; but these 
they kept, though their studies went no far- 
ther. The bps. had prevailed upon the lords 
to pass the bill; but, at the 3rd reading, it 
was cast out by the Commons; which shews 
what poor interest the clergy had then in that 
house when so reasonable a bill was rejected. 
Lhe Bishoprick of Durham suppressed.| The 
most extraordinary act, on Church Affairs, 
. which passed this session, was that for the Sup- 
redsion of the Bishoprick of Durham. The 
Bill was brought jnto the lords on the 20th of 
March, and passed both houses soon after. 
The preamble sets forth, “That this bishop- 
rick being then void of a prelate, the gift 
thereof was in the king’s pleasure; and the 
compass of it being so large as to extend it- 
self into several shires far distant, it could not ; 
be snifiiciently served by one bp.; and since | 


the king, by his godly disposition, was desirous | 
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to have God’s holy word preach¥d in: those 
parts, which were wild and barbarous for lack 
of good preaching and good searching: there- 
fore he intended to have two bishopricks for 
that dioccse; the one at Durham, which 
should have 2000 marks yearly revenuc, and 
another at Newcastle with 1000; and also to 
found a cathedral church at the latter place, 
with a deanry and chapter, outof the revenues 
of the said bishoprick. ‘Therefore the bishop- 
rick of Durham is utterly extinguished and dis- 
solved, and authority 1s given for letters pa~ 
tents to erect the two new bishopricks toge~ 
ther with a deanry and chapter at Newcastle ; 
with a proviso that the rights of the deanry, 
chapter, and cathedral of Durham, should suf- 
fer nothing by this act.” 

In the Journals are the titles of 17 acts 
which passed this session; in the printed sta- 
tutes are only 14. The titles of the Public 
Acts will be found at the end of this reign. On 
the 31st of March the king came to the house, 
and gave the Id. chanc. command to dissolve 
this parl. after it had sat only 1 month.—Thus 
ended the last parl. in this reign ; for Edw. VI. 
soon after finished both that and his short life ; 
dying of a deep consumption, July the 6th, 
1553, in the 16th year of his age, and the 7th 
his reign. 


Lares during the Reign of Edward VT. 


In the first year of this reign tunnage and 
poundage was granted for the king’s lite 3 be- 
sides the revenues arising from suppression of 
chauntnies, &c.—In the next year ft had a re- 
lief granted him out of sheep, cloths, goods, 
debts, &c, and 6s. in the pound from the clergy, 
—In his third year, so much as related to shee 

and cloths were released: but the relief for 
goods continued. <A subsidy was also granted 
himn of 1s. in the pound on goods, and of every 
alien 2s.—In the 7th, and last year of his 
reign, he had a subsidy of two 10ths and two 
15ths. The clergy also gave 6s. in the pound. 


Price of Provisions in the Reign of Edward VI, 


{n 1550, a large house in Channon-row, West- 
minster, within the precincts of the court, was 
let to the comptroller of the king’s household, 
at 30s. per ann —In 1551, whreat, 8s. per qr. ; 
malt, 5/1; malmsey, 4d. per qt.; oats, 8s.5 
straw, 5s. per load; coals, 12s. per ditto.—In 
1552, harley, 5s. In this year thé price of 
French wines, of Gascoygne and Guynne, were 
settled by parl. at 8d. per gallon; wines of Ro-+ 
chel, at 4d.; and no other wines of higher va- 
lue to be sold for more than 12d.—In 1553, 
wheat, 8s. per qr.; malt, 5s.; Muscadel wine, 
6d. per quart y Malmsey do. 5d.: red wine, 3d. 


List of Counties and Boroughs to whom the 
Privilege of sending Representatives to Parl. 
was granted or restored by Edward VI, 


Saltash Grampound 

Camelford _ _Bossine : 

Portpigham, alias St. M ichaal 
Westlow Newport 
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fr. Albans: "Thetford 
Maudstone (a) Peterborough 
Preston Brackley 
Lancaster Potersteld 
Wigan *. Jatchtield 
Leverpool -  Heydon 
Bostou ° Thirsk 


Wcotmuuster 
Boroughs 20-—Members 44. 
‘Acts passed pusscd in the Reign of Edcard VI, 


1 Edw. VI-—1. An act agaiust such persons 
as shall unreverenily speak agains: the Sacra- 


‘ment of the Altar, and of tecening thereot 


under both kinds. 2. For the election ot bi- 
shops. 3. For the punishing of vagabonds, 
‘and for the relicf of the poor and nnpotent 
persons. 4. For tenures holden tacapee. 5. 
‘Phat no horses shall be conveved out of this 
Tealin, and other the king's duininions without 
licence. 6. For the contniatce of making ot 
worsted yarn in Nortolk. 7. Por the contmu- 
ance of actions after the death of auy king. 
&. For the confirmation of letuers patents. 
For the uniung of certain churches within. the 
city of York, 10. For the exigents and pro- 
‘clamanons in Wales, and in the county pala- 
tine of Chester, and also in the city of Chester. 
‘11. For the repeal of a certain statute made 
in the 28th year of the reign of the kite king 
of Invst famous memory, Henry VINE. tor re- 
vuking of acts of parhainent. 12. For the re- 
peal of certain statutes concerning treasons, 
.felonics, &c. 13. For the subsidy of tunnage 
and poundage of merchandizes, with a proviso 
for the contumation of the privileges af the 
merchants of the Stil Yard; which proviso 
shall endure but only to the end of this par. 
14. Whereby certain chauntrics, calleges, tree 
chapels, and the possessions of the sume, be 
given to the king’s majesty. 15. Concerning 
the king’s inost gracjous general pardon. 

- 2—3 Edw. VI—1, An act tor the uniformity 
of service and administration of the Sacraments 
‘throughout the realm. 2. For the reformation 
.of captains and soldiers serving in the wars. 3. 
‘Touching purveyors. 4. For the sherifs of 
England to have certain allowances upon their 
accounts, 5. ‘Touching the remitting of fec- 
‘farms for throe/ years. 6. Againt the exac- 
‘tion of money and other things, by any officer 
for licence to tratlic into Ireland, 7. Against 
-the crafty and deceitful buying of pensions. 
8. Touching the finding of otiicers before cs- 
cheators. 9, For the true currying of leather. 
10. For the true making of malt. 11, For 
the true tanning of leather. 12. Vor the as- 
“surance to the tenants, of grants and leases 
‘made of the duke of Somerset's demean lands. 
‘33. For the true payment of tithes. 14. 
‘Against the shooting of hail-shot. 13. Touch- 
Ang vactuallers and handicrattsmen. 16. For 


the removing of such as have the custody of 


(a) Tt forferted its privilege under queen 
Mary, by gdhering to Wyat'’s rebcilion; but 
was restured by queen Elizabeth, 
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castics and fortresses upon the borders, and 
bevond the seas. 17. For the coutirmauion of 
the artaioder of sir Win. Sharimgton, knit. 18, 
bor the attainder of sir Phos Semor, kunt. lord 
Senor of Sudley, and Ingh adoural of Eng. 
land, 39 For the abstinence from flest im 
Lent 20. An Incumbent for net pasing bis 
tenths due to the king, the same being des’ 
manded, shall be deprived of that’ beuehce. 
a1, To take away all positive laws made 
agaist the marriage of priests. 22. Concern- 
iny the colouring of customs iv other imeu’s 
names, to the deceit of the king, 25. For the 
repeal of a statute touching imarriage con- 
tracts. 24. For the trials of murders and fe- 
lonies, committed in several counties. 25. For 
the keeping of county-days. 26. Agmiust the 
carrying of white ashes out of this realm. © 97, 
Against the false forging of gadds of steel, 
28. For fines with proclamations in the county 
palatine of Chester. 29. Against sodomy, 
30. For the towns of Rye aud Waichelsey, 
aud tor the casting of ballast into the Cauber, 
31. For the city of Chester, touching the tak- 
Ing of recognizances, S32. For the continu- 
ance of certam statutes. 33. That no sun 
stealing horse or horses shall enjoy the benetit 
of his clergy. 34. For the sherii¥ of North- 
uinberland to be accountable tor his othee as 
other sheritts be. $5. For the confirmation of 
the subsidy of the clergy. Sd. For the relief 
granted to the king’s majesty by the lords and 
commons. 37. Against the carrying of bells 
metal out of the realm, 38. For the paving 
of Calice. 39. The king’s majesty’s tree and 
gener pardon. 

3-—4 Edw, VI.—1, An act that the lord chan- 
cellor or lard keeper of the great seal tor tbe 
tine being, shall name and appoint the Cusfos 
Rotwloriwn throgghout all shires af England, 
according as im times past it hath becn acctis- 
tomed. 2, For the true making of woollen: 
cloths. 3. Concerning the impravements of 
commons and waste grounds. 4. Concerning 
grants and gifts made by patentees out of let- 
ters patents, 5, For the punishment of unr 
lawtul assemblies and risings of the king’s sub- 
6, Concerning the repeal of a branch 
ot an act of parliament made in the last session, 
tor buving of tanned leather. 7. For the res 
peal of a statute made in the 25th year of king 
Henry VILL. touching the taking of wild-fowl 
at certain times in the year, 8. For the con- 
tinuance af the statute of sewers. 9. For the 
buying of raw hides and calves-skins, 10. 
For the abolishing and putting away of divers 


books and images, 11. That the king’s me 


jesty may nominate and appoint 32 persons to 
peruse and make eccleskistical laws, 12. For 
the ordering of ecclesiastical ministers. 13. 
tor the restitation i blesd of sir Win. Sharing- 
ton, kit. 14. For the restitntiea in) blood of 
Mary Seimor, daughter to sir ‘Thos. Scimor, 
knt. lord Seimor of Sudley, late adiniral of 
mgland. 15. Against fond and fantastical 
prophecies, 16. ‘Touching the punishment of 
vagibonds and other idle persons, 17. Agammé 
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unlawful hunting in any park, forest, chase, or 
other inclused ground. 18. Concerning §tee- 
farins, mentioned in the last session. 19. For 
the buving and selling of rother beasts and cat- 
de. 20. Touching the repeal of a certain 
branch ofan act passed in the last session of 
this parl. concerning victuallers and artificers. 
21. For the buying and selling of butter and 
cheese. 22. Touching the retaining of jour- 
nevmen by divers persons. 23. Concerning 
the release of the branches in the last act of 
relief for the payments of shcep and cloths: 
and also a grant ofa subsidy to be paid in one 
year. 24. Of the kiny’s majesty’s most free 
and general pardon. 

5—6 Ealw, VI.~—1. An act for the uniformity 
of common prayer and administration of the 
sacraments, @. Forthe provision and :relief 
of the poor. 8. For the keeping of holy-days, 
and fasting-days. 4. Against quarelling und 
fighting in churches and church-vards. 5. For 
the muintenance of tillage, and increase of 
corn. 6. For the true making of woollen cloth. 
7. Linuting the timtes for buying and selling of 
wools, 8. Laniting what persons shall weave 
or make broad woollen cloth, 9. That no 
man robbing any house, booth or tent, shalt be 
admitted to the benefit ot his clergy. 10, ‘To 
take away the benetit of clergy from such us 
rob in one shire and flee into another. 11. 
For the punishinent of divers treasons, 12. 
For declaration of a statute made for the mur- 
nage of priests, and for the legitimation of 
their children. 13. For the declaration of a 
statute made in the 31st year of king Henry 8, 
touching relizious persuns. 14. Against re- 
grators, forestallers, and mgrossers. 15. A- 
gauinst regrators oftanned leather. 16, Against 
buying and selling of offices. 17. For the contr 
nuance of certain statutes. 18. Repealing a 
statute made in the 4th vear of Hen. 7, against 
the bringing in of wine und wond in: stranee 
bottoms. 19, ‘Touching the exchange of gold 
and silver, 20. Against usury, 21. Against 
tinkers and pedlars. 22. For the putting down 
of viv-mills. 23. For the truc stutling uf fea- 
ther-beds, mattrasses and cushions. 24. For 
the making of hats, durnecks, and coverlets, 
at Norwich, in the county of Norfolk. 25. Por 
keepers of alchouses tu be bound by recugni- 
zance, 26. For writs upon proclamations and 
exigents, to be current within the county pa- 
latine of Lancaster. 

7 Fdw. VI.—1. An act for the true answer- 
ing of the king’s majesty’s revenues. 2. For 
the dissulving, uniting, of annexing of certain 
courts, lately erected by the king that dead is. 
S. For the confirmation of the king's majesty’s 
letters patents of barguins and sales, motwith- 
standing the lack or loss of the particulars, or 
the bill assigned of the patentee. 4. That all 
patentces of collectorships of tenths shall be 
bound for their collections. 5. ‘To avoid the 
excessive priccs of wines. 6. Reviving,a sta- 
tute made in the 17th year of king Edw, 4, 


touching the carrving of gold and silver out of 


7. For ihe assise of fucl. 8. For 


\ 


the real. 
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the true fulling and thicking of caps. 9. For 
the making of white plain streights, and pinned 
white streights, in Devon and Cornwall. 10. 
For the uniting and annexing of the town of 
Gateside to the town of Newcastle-upon-Uyne. 
11. For the continuance of certain statutes, 
12. For the grant of a subsidy and two 15ths 
granted to the king’s majesty by the tempo- 
ralty. 18. For the confirmation of a subsid 
granted by the clergy. 14. For the king’s 
Majesty's most gracious, gcencral and free 
pardon, . 
, 
Many. 


On the 8th of Ang. 1558, writs were issued 
for a parl. to meet at Westminster, on the 5th 
of Oct. following. In the mean time, it was 
thought necessary that Marv should be crown- 
ed, which was done on the 1st of that month, 
And, in order to soften the minds of her sub- 


jects, and dispose thein to a good opinion of 


her govt. the queen, by the advice of Gardiner; 
bp. of Winchester, not only put ont a general 
Pardon, but published w proclamation to this 
cftect :—“ ‘Phat whereas che good subjects of 
England had always exbibitcd aid to their 
princes, when the good of the public and ho- 
hour of the realin required it; and the queen, 
since her coming to the crown, found the trea- 
sury wes marvelously exhansted, by the -evil 
govt. of late vears, especially since the duke of 
Northamberland bore role; though she found 
herself charged with divers great sums of her 
brother’s debts, which tur her own honour, and 
the honour of the reahn, she determined to 
pay in times convenicnt and reasonable ; yet, 
having a special regard to the welfare of her 
sublects, and accounting their loving hearts 
and prosperity the chiciest treasure which she 
desired, next tu the favour and grace of God; 
therefore, since in her-brother’s last: parl. two 
Juths, two 15ths, und a subsidy, both out of 
lands and goods, were given to him fur paying 
his debts, which were now due to her; she, of 
her great cleinency, did fully pardon and dis- 
charye these subsidics; trusting that her said 
good sultects will have Joving consideration 
thereof tor their parts, whom she heartily re- 
quires to bend themselves wholly to God, to 
serve him sincerely, and with continual prayer, 
tor the honuur and «dvancement of the queen - 
and the commonwealth.” 

At the time appointed, viz. Oct. 5th, the 
two housesinet at Westminster. The tullowing 
are the numes of the 


Peers summoned to this Parl. 


Fran. e. of Shrewsbury 
Henry earl of Rutland 
Francis earl of Hante | 
ingdon 
John carl of Oxford 
Wim. e. of Worcester 
Hen,e. of Cumberland _ 
Henry earl of Weste | 
mureland 


Wim. marquis of Win- 
chester, lord vreat 
treasurcrof Fogland 

Tho. lord Fitzwater 

Tho. duke of Nourtoik 

Henry earl of Arundcle 

Jobn earl of Bedford 

Edward earl of Derby 

Henry earl of Sussex 


4 


Walter visc. Hereturd 


07) 
John earl of Bath | 


Tho. lord Vaux of 
Win. earl of Pembroke Elarradon 
Edward earlof Devon Wm. lord Wyndesore 


Wm.ld.Grey of Wilton 
Charles lord Stourton 


Tho. West lord De la 
‘ Wm. lord Dacres of 


War 


Geo.Brookld.Cobham —__ Gillesland 
Jn. Nevile ld. Latimer Tho. Stanley ld. Mont- 
George Zouche lord _— egle 


Zouche Jn. Youchet ld. Audley 
Henry Parker lord Edw. Fenys, Id. Clyn- 
Morley ton, Id. high admi- 
Rd. Rich, lord Rich ral of England 
Wm. lord Willoughby Tho. Id. Darcey of 
George lord Evers Chiche — 
George lord Darcey Wm. lord Paget of 
Tho, lord Wharton Beaudesert 
Hen. lord Bergavenny Tho. lord Wentworth 
Tho, lord Sandys John lord Conyers 
John lord Mordaunt Henry lord Statford 
Robert lord Ogle John lord Lumley, of 
. Wm. lord Burghe Lumley 
John lord Bray George lord Talbot 


The parl. commenced with much formality; 
a solemn mass of the Holy Ghost being sung 
in Westminster,church, according to the an- 
cient custom. The Queen rode thither in 
her parliament-robes, all the bps. and lords in 
their scarlet robes attending, trumpets blow- 
ing before them. When she heard mass, two 
bps. waited on her, one whereof delivered her 
the chapter and other things. Afterwards 
they all went to the purl. house, the earl of 
Devonshire bearing the sword, and the earl of 
Westmoreland the cap of maintenance, before 
the queen. 

The Journals of the lords in this parl. being 
lost, we mist have recourse to the imperfect 
Journal of the Commons. It is to be observed, 
that the queen did not alter the style that her 
father and brother Edward had taken, in the 
writs for calling this parl. but the ‘Supremum 
Caput Ecclesia Ang.’ was in them as usual. 
The aforesaid Journal acquaints us, that John 
Pollard, esy. was elected Speaker; and that 
on the 2nd day of the session, one member 
moved fur a review of the laws made by the 
late king Edward; which, after being argued 
a while, was for that time laid aside, and the 
bill for tonnage and poundage put in instead of 
it. After this a debate arose upon the case of 
one dr. Nowel, who being returned a member 


. for Loo in Cornwall, and being also a preben- 


, 


dary of Westminster, whether he could sit in 
that house? A committee being appuinted to 
search for precedents iu this case, it was re- 
ported, that the doctor being represented in 
the convocation, could not be a member of 
that house; and upon this he was expelled. 
The bill for tonnage and poundage was sent 
up to the lords, who returned it to the com- 
inons, to be reformed in two provisocs that 
were not according to former precedents. 
“ How far,” says bp. Burnet, “ this was con- 
trary to the rights of the commons, who now 
say the lords canuot alter » muney bill, 1 can- 
wot detcrnine.” 
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Act for limiting of Treason and Felonies.] 


The only public bill which passed in this short 
session was one for repealmg certain Treasons, 


Felonies, and Premunires. By which it was 


ordained, that nothing should be judged trea- 
son but what was within the statute of trea- 
sons made in the 25th of Edw. III. and that 
nothing should be judged felony that was not 
so before the ist of: Henry vu 

from any benefit of this act all such as had 
been in prison before the last of Sept. who 
were also excepted out of the queen’s pardon 
at her coronation. To make the better way 
for this bill to pass, there were many members 
in both houses who shewed themselves exceed- 
ing hot against king Henry’s laws, especially 
such of them as extende 
death. Some of these zealous speakers were 
of the queen’s privy council, and others were 
lawyers, who, 
mnade soon after of her learned council. They 
inveighed against them as cruel and blood 


I. excepting 


their penalties to 
y this their forwardness, were 


laws. They termed them Dracv’s laws, whic 

were written in blood. Some said they .were 
more intolerable than any laws that Dionysius, 
or any other tyrant, ever made. As many 
men,” says Strype, “ so many bitter names 
and invectives were bestowed on these laws. 
Insomuch, that one would have thought this 
reign would have been more tender of men’s 
lives than any before it.” But the conse- 
quence will shew it much otherwise. The 
preamble to this act declares, “ that the 
queen calling to her remembrance that many 
hon. and noble persons, and others. of good 
reputation, had lately, fur words only, suffered 
shameful deaths, not accustomed to nobles. 
Therefore, of her clemency, and trusting her 
loving subjects were contented that such dan- 
gerous and painful laws should be abrogated; 
from hencetorth no act, deed, or offence that 
had been by act of parl. inade treason, &c. by 
words, writing, cyphering, deeds, or otherwise, 
should be taken, had, or deemed to be high 
treason, petty treason, &c. provided that no- 
thing in this act should in any wise extend to 
vive any manner of benefit, advantage, or 
cominodity to ay person or persons who were, 


‘on or betore the last day of Sept. arrested or 


imprisoned for treason, or to any person bere- 
tofore indicted of treason, petty treason, &c. — 
before the said last day of September. All 
these were to sufier such pains of death, losses, 
forfeitures of lands and goods, as the law, in 
such cases of treason, directed.” By which 
act, says Strype, all those of king Edward’s 
tricnds, lady Jane’s well-wishers, or Protestant 
professors, who had been taken up and croud- 
ed into jails, could receive no benefit by this 
wonderful act of clemency. Bp. Burnet also 
observes, that this act of repeal was no more 
than what had passed in the beginning of the 
late king’s reign, without the clog of such 
severe proviso. ve ae 
Two private bills were also passed in this 
session ; the one, for the restitution, in bl 
of ube lady Gertrude Courtney, widow to Heury 
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Courtney, late marq. of Exeter; who had been 
attainted in the 32ud of Heury VIII. ; and 
the other for her son, sir Edw. Courtney, earl | 
of Devunshire, After the queen had given 
her assent to those bills, the purl. was pro- 
rogned from the 21st to the 21th of October. 

Act declaring the Queen's legitanacy. | When 

the parl. ict agai, the bill tor tonnage and 
powndage was resuined in the commons, and 
passed in two days. * The next was a bill con- 
cerning king Henry’s marriage with the queen’s 
mother, declan the queen’s highness, as the 
tic expresses it, to be burn in lawtul wedlock. 
This bill was sent dawn by the lords, on the 
26th, and the conmuons passed it, xem. con. on | 
the “8th; so strangely, says Burnet was the 
streain turned, that a divorce, which had been 
for 7 years much desired by the nation, was 
now repealed on fewer dave consultation. ‘The 
preamble to this act has these remarkable ex- 
pressions ; & “Thiat truth, how miuch svever ob- 
scured aod born down, will, in the end, break 
out; and that therefore, they declared, that 
Henry VIL. being lawfully married to queen 
Catherine, by consent of both their parents, 
and the advice of the wisest men in the realm, 
and of the best and notablest men fur learn- 
ing ii Christendom, did continue in that state 
20 years, in which God blessed them with her 
maj. and other issne, and a course of great 
happiness; but then a very few malicivus 
persons did endeavour to break that happy 
agreement between them, and studied to pos- 
sess Yie king witha scruple in lis conscience 
about it;.and to support that did get the seals 
of soine universitics against it, a few persons 
being corrupted with money for that end. 
They had also, by sinistrous ways and secret 
threatnings, procured the seals of the universi- 
ties of this kingdum, and finally Thos. Cran- 
mer did most wifgodlily and against law, judge 
the divorce, upon his own unadvised under- 
standing of she scriptures, upon the testimo- 
nies of the universitics, and some bare and 
most entrue conjectures; wnd that was after- 
wards confirmed by two acts of park. in which 
was contained the illegitimacy of her maj. ; 
but that marriage not being prohibited by the 
law of God, could not be so broken; since 
what God had joined together no nian could 
putasunder. All which they considering, to- 
gether with the many iniscries that had fallen 
on the kingdom, since that time, which they 
did estecin plagues sent from God for it; there- 
fore diev declare that sentence given by Cran- 
mer to be unlawful, ard of no force from the 
beginning, and do also repeal the acts of parl. 
confirining it.” 

All Acts in facour of the Reformation re- 
pealed.] The nest bill that was sent by the 
lords tu the commons was, for the repealing of 
king Edward’s laws about religion. It was sent 
down, Oct. 31, and argued for 6 days in that 
house. In the end it was carried and passed 
into a Jaw; it declared the great disorders 
that had arisen in the nation, by the changes 
that had been made in religion, trom that 

‘Vou. 1, 
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which their forefathers had left them on the 
guthority of the catholic church. Thereupon, 
wil the laws that had been made in king Ed- 
ward's tune, coucerning religiun, were Dow re- 
pealed. Aud it was enacted, That from the 
20th of Dee. next, there should be no other 


j for:n of divine service but what had been used 


in the last yeer of Hen. VIEL. “ By which 
une blow,” says Heylin, “was felled down all 
that Lad been dune iv the Retormation for 
seven vears before. And no less than 9 acts 
of part. all made for the establishment of the 
returmed rohyion, were utterly repealed.” 

Act relai:ng to Kiots.| Burnet observes, 
that the Cotumons were now so heated with 
zcul tor the catholic cause, that they sent up 


another bill to the Lords, against those who | 


cume neither to church nor sacraments, after 
the old service should be again set up; punishie 
ments, im these cases, beig Jett to the spin- 
tual courts. But this fell ia the house of lords; 
not so much, adds this author, out of any op 
posidon that was made to it, but they were 
uraid of alarming the nation too much, by 
too many severe laws at once. Besides these 
laws, which were made m order to bridle the 
reformers in church-athurs, there was another 
introduced tor the security of the public peace. 
This was another revival of a Rivt Act, or 
against unlawful and rebellious assermblies. 
By which it was enacted, “ That if any, to the 
number of 12 or above, should mect to alter 
any thing established by law, relating to reli- 
gion; -and being required by any, having the 
queen’s authority, to disperse themselves, aud 
should contnue together, after that, onc hour, 
it should be felony. If the same number met 
to break hedges or parks, to destroy deer, fish, 
&e. and did not disperse upon proclamation, 
it should be felony. If any, by ringing of 
bells, drums, or firing of beacons, gathered 
the people together, and did the things before- 
menuoned, it was felony. If the wives or 
scrvants of persons so gathered, carricd moncy, 
incat, or weapons to them, it should be felony. 
And if any, above the number of two, and 
within twelve, should meet for these ends, 
they should gutter a year’s ‘imprisonment; 
empowering the sherifis or justices to gather 
the country for the resistance of persons so 
offending, with penalties oa all, between 18 
and G0, that being required to come out 
against them, should refuse to do it. And this 
act is ordered to he read and published at 
every quarter-session, and at every leet and 
law-day.” 

Lhe Duke of Norfolk's Attainder reversed] 
The reader will remember that the very last 
act of state, done by Henry 8, was signing 
a bill for the Attainder of the duke of Nor- 
folk, who was to have been executed, as his 
con the carl ot Surrey had been, if death itself 
bad not brought bim a reprieve by taking king 
Henry betore him. The duke was kept close 
prisoner in the Tower all the last reign; aud, 
being a zealous catholic, Mary thought a per 
sou of his great rank and turmne would add a 

2H :, 
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‘Weight to her designs. But the Lill tor revers- 
ing this Attainder met with much oppositien | marrying Philip of Spain.) About this time it 
in the commons. ‘The patentees, who bad; was that the queen had been solicited to 
purchased some parts of the duke’s estate from | marry; and three persons were sccretly pto- 

-the crown, desired to be heard by their council | posed to her for amatch; these were Courthey 

‘ugainst it, And the session of parl. being | earl of Devon, cardinal Pole, and Philip, 
nearly at a close, the dake came down himself | eldest son to the emperor Charles V. Ft was 
to the commons, Dec. 14, and earnestly de- | thought that her inclinations stood most for 
sired them to pass his bill; declaring, that the | the young carl of Devonshire, He was a fine 
ditierenee between him and the pateutces was; person, and of roy! extraction; bis grand- 
referred to arbitration; and, at they could not | mother being daughter to Edw. IV. It is 
avsrec, he would reter it to the queen. But, | said, that this nobleman had received some 
atter this, it was long argued, though in the - intelligible invitation to this hidtteh from the 
end it was agreed to, and the bith was passed. | queen herself; but he declined it, and desired 
Vhe Journal of the lords, though detictent | leave to address the Jady Efizabeth, which 
an the acs of the ‘Ist and 2d sesstons of thts | much displeased her elder sisters Ie was ob- 
park, has nevertheless mserted in’ the pre- ‘jected eetinst cardinal Pole, thut he was ad- 
wnble to this act of reversion, which we shall | vanced in vears; and so much given to his 
give in its own words; “ Aud inay it please | study and devotion, as to be NOW Hys fit for 
your highness that it be declared by the an- ‘her husband or the regal dignity. DPhiltp ot 
thority of this present pil. that the Iaw of) Spain was decined preteratle ino alk respects ; 
this realme is, and always has been, that the | he was heir to the greatest monarch i Europe, 
assent and consent of the King of this realme ! bred to the business of a crown; of an enter- 
to any act of pirl, ought to be given in’ his | prising genius; and, since the national affairs 
own royal presence, being personally present ; required x persvn of his power, tt was ured, 
in the higher house of park or by his letters | that by such an alliance, the trade of the king- 

atents under his great seal, assigned with his | dom would be extended, and the public ms 
tad deelared and ratified in his absence to; terest cousiderably advanced. But notwith- 
the lords spirtiual and temporal, aud the come i standing the complacency this parl, shewed to 
mons assembled together in the higher house, | the queen and her inivistry, the rumour Being 
according to the statute made in the 34th year | sprend that she was woing to marry Philip, the 

wf the reign of the said late king Henry VEE. | commons were inuch alarmed; and came to a 
in that case made and provided.” Another | resolution to address the queen against it. 
exception nade to the act of Attainder, and! Accordingly, they sent their Speaker, wnh 20 
dnentioned in the Journal, was “ because the j of that house, with an earnest and humble 
king’s stamp, expressmg his name, was only | address to her, notte marry a stranger, What 
put to it, not signed with lis own band, and | answer they received is not known; but it may 
that was set at the bottom of the said act, | well be imagined no good one, for when the 
aud not above. By which it does not appear | court perceived their inclinations in this matter, 
that the king ever gave his assent to it; and and that more was not to be expected from 
since there was nothing charged against the | them, on the 6th day of Dec. the queen cane 
sunt duke but some pretended reasons for | to the house of pecrs, and dissolved this pari. 
@sing coats of arms, which he and his wnces- | atter having given the roval assent to 31 acts, 
tors had, and might lawfully use. And that | accordiag to the commons Journal; though 
the lord Paget, late secretary of state to hing | the Statute books mention only 18, Uhus does 
Henry, came into the commons, also, and de-; this right rev. author carry on Jdhis invectives, 
posed upon his honour, that the said letters | without mentioning any authority tor it but 
patents fur the passing this act, were not | his own; which gives wn impartial reader some 
signed with the king’s hand, but only the | room to deubt of his sincerity. We have taken 
stup put to them by one Wm. Clerk. The | notice, that the last parl. was as obsequious to 
king also dying the might after, the whole | the cuurt as possible, except in the aftair of 
shewed that it was disorderly done; and there- | the marriage, and yet he does not charge the 
fure that pretended act is declared void and | ministry with bribery in carrying the elections 
null by the common laws of the land.” tor it. 

The last act which comes under our notice, | A Parl, called.] A new parl. was called by 
was av confirmation of the Attainders which | writs datcd at Westminster, Feb. 20, 1554, ta 
had been made, in a trial qt bat, against abp. | set at Ostord on the 2d. of April following. 
Cranmer, the lord Guilford Dudley, and the | Grafton inforins us, that this call toOstord was 
lady Jane his wite, &c. “They had all confessed | occasioned hy a distaste that the queen had 
their indictinents, and by this act they were | taken against the Londoners, as being favour- 
attainted of high treason; for levying war} ers of Wyat’s rebellion, which was Just then 
against the queen, and conspiring to set up | quashed: but though great preparations were 
another tw her room. The lord aud lady were | made for the mecting at Oxford, it was held at 
beheaded, but Crammer, being divested from | Westmiuster, at the time appointed, by ad- 
his bishopric, by this act, was kept in prison | journment. T he journal of the lords gives us 
Gll he suffered a more dreadful execution ; nu speech from the Id. chanc. nor the name of 
afterwards. | the Speaker of the cummons. But the jour- 
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nals of the commons acquaint us, that the | commons brought in a bill, declaring, ¢ that 


knights, citizens, and burgesses, chose Robert | 
Brook, esq. serjcant at law and recorder of | 
London, tor their Speaker; who made an clo- : 
quent speech to the queen on that occasion, | 
And that the purport of the ld. chanc.'s oration, 
to both houses, was to declare, that this part. 
was called tur the coroboration of truc relizion, 
and concerning the’quecn’s highness most uo- 
~ ble marriage. On the Sth of April the Id. 
chanc, declared to the house, that Ly reasan 
of the high winds and inclemency of the wea- 
ther, the queen could not, without same dan- 
ger to her person, come down to Westminster: 
therefore, iu her maj.’s name, he adjourned | 
the parl. to Whitchall, to mcet the next morn- 3 
ing at 9 o'clock. | 
{ 
| 


Act relating to the Queen’s Marriage with 
Philip.} April 7th a bill was brought into 
the Lords ta conticm certain articles and 
avreements touching the marriage between 
the qucen and the prince of Spain, 
read once on that day, and cammitted to the 
earl of Shrewsbury, the bps. of Durham and | 
Worcester, the lords Rich, Paget, aud Wile | 
ams. On the 9th, the bill was read asain: | 
the next day it passed that house, and wis! 
sent down to the commons, who returned it} 
concluded on the 12th. The following is an 
abstract of the act by which this fa:nons mar- 
rage was coneluded, ist, “ That Philip 
should not advance any person to any public 
otlice or dignity in England, but such as were 
natives of the realm, and the queen's subjects; 
that he shquld admic a set number of English 
juto his houschold, whom he should use re- 
spectfully, and not sulfer then to be injured 
by foreigners, Vhat he should not transport 
the queen out of England, burt at her intreaty, 
hor any of the issue begotten on her, who 
should have their education jn this realm, and 
should not be sutfered but upon necessity and 
good reasons to go out of the same, nor then 
neither but with the consent of the English. 
That the qnecu deceasing without children, | 
Philip should nat make any claim to the king- 
dom, but should leave it trecly to him to whom 
of right it should belong. That he should not 
change any thing jn the laws, either public or 
private, nor the lmmunities and customs of 
the realm, but should be bound by oath to 
confirm and keep them, That he should not 
transport any jewels nor any part of the ward- 
robo, nor alicnate any of the revenues af the 
crown. That he should preserve our shipping, 
ordnauec, and munition, and keep the castles, 
forts, aud bloexshouses, in good repair, and 
well manne: Lastly, that this match should 
not any way derogate from the league lately 
concluded, between the queen and the kiag of 

rance ; but that the peace between the Fin- 
glish and the French should remain firm and 
mviolite.” | 

Alct relating to the Prerogatize.| Bp. Burnet 
says, “ that an act passed in this session of parl. 
Which seemed of an odd nature, and has.a 
Rreat secret under it. The Speaker of the 


r 


Tt was ! 


Pare 


ee a a a ee ~ 


| count of the troubles he 


whereas the queen had of risht succecded to 
the crown, but, because all the laws of Iing- 
land had been made by kings, and declared 
the prerowative to be mi the king’s person ; 


i from thence some might pretend that the 


queen had no right to them ; it was therefore 
declared to have been the law, that these pre- 
rogatives did belung to the crown, whether in 
the hands of male or female ; and whatsvever 
the law did lnnit and appoint tor the king, was 
of right also due to the queen, who is de- 
clared te bave as much guthortty as any of 
her progenitors,” Many of the gomimons won- 
dered what was the intention or such a law; 
and authority, as people were at ths tine full 
of jealousy, one Skinner, a member of that 
house, said, “ He could not nnagive why 
such a trivolous law was desired, since the 
thing was without dispute : and that which was 
pretended of satisfying the people was too 
slight; he was afraid there was a trick in 


| these words, ¢ That the queen had as great 


an authority as any af her progémtors ;” on 
which, perhaps, it might be a:terwards said, 
she had the same power as Win, the Con- 
queror exercised, in seizing the lands of the 
Fuelish and giving them to strangers ; which 
also Edw. T. did on his conquest of Wales, 
He did not know what relation this might have ta 
the intended marringe 5 wherctore he warned 
the hunse to louk to it,” On this a conmutiee 
was appvinted to carrect the bil; and such 
words were added as bronght, the Queen’s 
Prerogative under the same limitation, as well 
as exalted it to the beiht of her progenitors, 
The Bishoprick of Durham re-established, | 
Anact for restoring the hishoprick of Durban 
to ils pristine state, by repealing two. acts 
made iu the last reign tor its dissolution, was 
asa passed, Tn the commons this bill met 
with great opposition irom the town of New- 
castle; because they had purchased, under the 
Dissolution-Act, the town of Gateside, and the 
salt-ancadows, &e, which occasioned ‘Tunstal, 
bp. of Durham, to come down to that house 3 
where, in a long specch, he gave them an acs 
‘had been under from, 
the late duke of Northumberland ; and desired 
that they would dispatch the bill, Yet still it 
was debated; and the house dividing, it was 
curried in the athinmative, by 201 against 120. 
‘The preainble to this bill sets forth: 
& ‘That certain ambitious persons, taking ad- 
vantage of the late king’s inmority, made an 
interest by sinister practice to procure the dis- 
solution of the bishoprick; that it was dove 
out of mercenary views, to enrich themselves 
and their friends, by scizing the lands uf that 
see, rather than upon juss occasion or godly. 
zeal. That Tunstal, bp, of Durham, was de- 
priyed upon untrue surinises and false accusa-, 
tions, and that the process against him was 
foul and illegal, ‘That upon a full examina- 
tion of the matter, by the queen’s commissions 
ers, the sentence of deprivation was declared 


void, as may be geen at large by an authenug 
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instrument. That the queen had new founded 
the bishoprick by her letters patent, and re- 
stored all the lands in her possession, 
that neither the reversal of the sentence of 
deprivation, nor the queen’s letters patent, 
were of suihcient force to recover the honours, 
lands, &c. to the see of Durham. ‘Therefore, to 
restore the bishoprick to its former interest, 
privileges, and revenues, the two dissolution 
Statutes of the last reign were hereby re- 
pealed.” 

Pricilege of Parl.| April 17, Mr. Read and 
Mr. Erinstead brought down to the Commons 
trom the Lords, a subpoena, that Mr. Beau- 
mont and his wife caused to be served upon 
the carl of Huntingdon, in this parl. time, and 
praying the order of this house for that oi 
tence :—It is ordered, “ that 8 of this house 
shail declare to the lords, that they take this 
writ to be no breach of privilege.”—April 23d, 
Wm. Johnson, one of: the burgesses, com- 

lamed upon Monyneton, who had beaten 
a and put kim in fear of his hte; where- 
upon Monvyngton came to this honse, and not 
knowing Johnson to be a burgess, confessed 
that he had stricken him; for that he took 
away a net out of Mr. Bray’s house in Bed- 
fordshire, and Jolnson said it was lord Mor- 
daunt’s net, and as under-sheriff he took it; 
whereupon it was ordered, that Monyngton 
was sent prisoner to the Tower. On the next 
day it is ordered, That the serjeant. shall 
fetch Monvnston from the ‘Tower to this 
house; whereupon Johason required, that he 
night go sate m body, and that was committed 
to Mr. Wingham and Mr. Pollard, and there- 
upon Monyagton discharged. | 

May 4th, a bill was sent up to the Lords, 
bv the other house, confirming the Attainder 
of the late duke of Sutfolk, sir Tho. Wyat, and 
others: it was read thrice that day, aud com- 
mitted to the attorney-gen, to carry down to the 
_ commons, with this request, that these words, 
“ and forasmuch as divers of the sane traitors,” 
with 17 lines to the end of the bill, might he 
wholly put out. The Journals of the Com- 
mons Inform us, thatit was not ull the last 
day of the session this objection of the lords 
was debated in that honse; when, upon the 
quesuon, the clause for forfeitine entailed 
fands, contsined in the till, was ugreed by a 
majority to he kept ia. In all probability, 
this was the reason why the bill did not pass 
into a law at that tune; tor it is not men- 
uoned in the catalogue of acts in the Lords’ 
Journal; and this, or another act of like na- 
ture, was not carmed through tll the next 
parliamert. 

May 5th, the bills, to the numher of 15, 
being all ready for the royal assent, the queen 
caine ta the house and passed them; and then 
eommanded the lord chanc. to dissolve this 
parliament. | 


é Parure axp Mary. 
The Marriaze being now ayreed to, by 


~~ 


—- 


beth houses of parl. prince Philip landed at | 


— 


Southampton, on the 20th of July, and was 
espoused to the queen, at Winchester, on the 


Bue, | 25th of the same month, in the year 1554. 


After which they were bath proclanned by 
these titles: “ Philip and Mary, by the grace 
of God, king and queen of Erland, France, 
Naples, Jerusalem, and [rcland, defenders of 
the faith; princes of Spain aud Sicily; arch- 
dukes of Austria; dukes of Milan, Burgundy, 
and Brabant; counts of Haspurg, Flanders, 
aud ‘Ivrol.” 

A Purl; called.| ~The marriage being so- 


, i lemnized, and other mattcrs of state settled, 


their majestics thought proper to call a new 
park. the next winter, by writs bearing date 
Sept. 25th, to mect at Wesiminster on the 
Lith of Nov, following. It ts to be observed, 
that ia these writs, as well as in the foregoing 
royal style, the title of ‘Supreme Head of the 
Church’ was omitted, though it was still by 
law uvitcd to the other royal tides. And 
this, bp. Burnet observes, was urged as a good 
reason for annulling the statutes of this. part. 
in the beginning of the next reign, because it 
was not called by a lawtul writ. 

Tae Queen's Letter to the Sheriffs for elect- 
ing Catholic Members.) Strype tells us, “ that 
the queen wanting fit piatiamnent-men_ for her 
purpose, sent out her private letters to all the 
sherits, to deal with the people for clecting 
such members as would do her work. Aud that 
the commons night be the better drawn to it, 
they were towsure the people, that it was not 
the queen's jatention to take away any man’s 
possessions, waainy of which este to thens hy 
the dissolution of monasteries, or fram the 
church: and to labour to free the peoyle 
from other rumours spread abroad.” ‘The 
fiowing is a copy of the queen's letter on this 
oceasion =~“ Ky the Qryar: trastv and well 
heloved we erete vouwcell, And where, among 
other matiers for the prosperity aud) commo- 
ay of our renlme, we intend priucipally the 
restitution of God’s honour and glory, whom 
we acknowledve our cluef author and belper, 
as well in bringing us to the right of our estate, 
as also in this nest noble marnage, which we 
have now atchieved and perfected, much to 
our seti:faction and coutentation;s and, as we 
trust, of the rest of the good cathohe people 
within our realmes: these shall he to wall and 
command vou, that tor withstanding such ma- 
lice as the devil worketh by his ministers, for 
the maintenance of heresies and seditious, ve 
now, on our behalf, admonish such our god 
loving subtects, as by order of our writs should, 
within that county, choose knights, citizens, 
and burgesses to repair from thence to this our 
parl. to be of their inhabitants as the laws re- 
quire, and of the wise, grave, and Catholic 
cort; such as indeed incan the true honour of 
God with the presperity of the commonwealth, 
the advancement whercot we and our dear hns- 
hand the king do cheilly profess and infend, 
without alteratiowofany mau’ « sarticularposses- 
sions, as, nony other tulse rumours, ts spread 
abroad, to hinder our godly purpose; but such 
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would have their heresics return, and the 
realm, by the just wrath of God, be brought 
to confusion; from which we have seen the 
same marvailously delivered; and mind, by 
Gud’s help, and the advice of our counscllors 
and estates of this our parl. to hold and con- 
tinue. Requiring you, with,the rest of the 
Justices of that county, to whom you shall also 
shew and declare these our letters, that spread- 
ers of rumours and tales may be, by their di- 
ligence, speedily apprenended, aud, according 
to the law of our realin, sharply punished; ac- 


cording to the trust we have in them, and as 
they will answer for the due puntshinent of 


their slackness and remiss dealing in this be- 
half. Yeven, &c.” | 

What influence this circular letter had on 
the kingdom will appear best by the sequel. 
We are told that this parl. began with a very 
unusual solemnity, the king and quecn rode 
down to the house on horseback, in. their 
robes of state; two swords of stute and two 
caps of maintenance being carried before 
them. The swords were borne by the earls 
of Pembroke and Westmoreland, and the caps 
by the earls of Arundcle and Shrewsbury. 
The initial ceremonies at the opening of the 
ae are omitted in the Journals of the Lords; 
ut that of the Commons informs us, that the 
bp. of Winchester, lord chanc. opened this 
session with a speech, declaring thus parl. to 
be called for the confirmation of true relivion, 


“) 


and other weighty matters, After which, the 


the privy council, to be their Speaker; who, 
nan excellent: oration, comparing the body 
politic to the body natural, introduced the 
three usual petitions, for freedom of specch, 
&e. and was accepted. ° 

Cardinal Poles Attatader rerersed.] The 
first bill that appeared in the Lords was to re- 
the act of Attainder against cardinal 

ale. It was introduced on the 17th of Nov. 
passed both houses on the 21st, and had the 
roval assent on the 22nd, the king and queen 
being both present on this occasion. The 
reason of this dispatch was, because the car- 
dinal was then arrived in Eneland, as legate 
from the pope, and he could not appear in 
park. till by this act he was restored to his pa- 
ternal estate and dignity, trom which he had 
been deprived by an act of Attainder, passed in 
the 31st year of Henry VIIT. The reason set 
forth in the act for reversing this Attainder 
was, “ that it was laid upon the cardinal, he- 
cause he would not consent to the unlawful 
separation and divorce between king Henry 
and his most godly, lawful, and virtuous wife, 
-gucen Catherine; therefore they, considering 
the true and sincere conscience of the cardi- 
nal in that pout, and his other many godly 
virtues and qualities, did repeal that act.” 

Cardinal Pole introduced into Parl.| Matters 
being thus premised, the Cardinal was not 
only restored to his state and dignity as an 
Fuglish nobleman of the blood royal, but at 


alegate froin that see. Accordingly, on the 
87th of Nov, a message was sent to both 
houses of parl, to come upto Whitehall, to 
heir him deliver his Iegation. - The reason that 


the king and queen did not come to the parlia- | 


ment house in Westuunster was, because the 
queen was sick at-that tume, says Grafton, so 


the great chamber in the palace at Whitehall - 


was prepared for that purposc.. flere, the 
kine aud qucen being seated under a canopy, 
the cardinal on their right hand, che bps. lords 


and commons attending, bp. of Winchester, - 


lord chancellor, spoke as follows: a 


« My lordes of the upper house; and you mg - 


maysters of the ucther house here presents 


The right rev. father in-God, my lord cardinal | 
Pole, legate a latere, is come {fan the apos. . 
toligne se: of Rome, as ambassadourto the king - 
and qucenes majesties, upon one of the wer | 
tiest causes that ever happened in this realune, | 


and which perteyneth to the clory.af Gua and. 


youre universal benelite. The which anbas- 
sade their majesties pleasure is to be signilicd 
unto vou all by his own mouth, trustyne that 
you recevve and’ accept it, in as benevolent 
and thankful wise as their highne’ses have 


@ert 


_* 


done; and thas you will give ‘attentive.and ° 
inclinable eares unto his grace who is now - 


readie to declare the same.” - . 
As soon as the Id. chance, had ended, the 


. 
ee. 
. 


Cardinal stoed ups and made a long oration, - 


which Mr. Fox in his Acts and Monuments. 


has given at large, and of which the following - 
cominons chose Clement Uicham, esq. one of | is a copy :— 


“My Jords all, and vou that are the com- 
mons of this present purl, assembled, which in 
effect is nothing clse but the state and body of 
the whole realm. As the cause of my repair 
hither hath been most wisely and gravely de- 
clared by my lord chancellor; so, belure that 


lcnter to the particulariues of my commise , 


sion, [have somewhat touching myscit, and 
to give mosthumble and bearty thanks co the 
kine and queen's wajesties, aud alter them to vou 
wll; which. of a man exiled and banished trom 


this commonwealth, have restored ime to be a. 


member of the same ; and of aman having nv 
place neither bere, or clsewhere within this 
realm, have admitted me in a place, where to 
speak and to be heayd. This I protest unto 
you all, that thoueh [ wes exiled my natve 
country without just cause, as God knowcth, 
yee neaueaile could not pull from me the 
aifection and desire that I had to profit and do 

ou good, If the offer of my service might 
ie been reccived it was never to seek, and 
where that could not be taken, you never 
failed of my prayer, nor ever shall. But 
leaving the rehearsal thereof, and coming more 
near to the matter of my commission, I signilie 
unto you all, that my principal travel 1s for the 
restitution of this noble realin to its ancient 
nobility, and to declare unto you, that the see 
apostolic, from whence I come, hath a special 
respect to this realm above all others ; and not 
without cause, seeing that God himself, ap it 


liberty to open his commission from Rowe as | were by Providence, hath given this realin 
; eo : 
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prerogative of nobility above others 3 which to 
make more plain unto you, it is to be consi- 
dered that this island, first of all islands, re- 
ceived the heht of Christ’s religion. For as 
stories testiiic, it was © prima provinciarium quce 
amplexa est tidem Christi.” ‘The Britons being 
first inhalutants of this realm, (notwithstand- 
tng the subjection of the emperors and heathen 
princes) gid receive Chrisvs faith from the 
apostolic sce universally, and not in parts as 
other countries, nor by one and onc, as clocks 
tcrease their hours by distinction of tines, 


but altogether at once, as it were in a mo- | 


meat, But after that their ill merits or forzct- 
fulness of God had deserved expulsion, and 
that strangers bemg intidels had possessed this 
land, vet God of his goodness, not leaving 
where he onee loved, so illuminated the hearts 
of the Saxons, being heathen men, that they 
forsgok the darkness of heathen errors, and 
embraced the light of Christ’s religions so that 
withm a sinall space, idolatry and heathen 
superstition was utterly abandoned in this 
ishand.—This was a great prerocative of no- 
biltty, the benetit whereot though it be to be 
ascribed to God, yet the mean occasion of the 
same came from the church of Rome. In the 
firith of which church we have ever since con- 
tinued and consented, with the rest of the 
world, in unity of religion, And to shew 
further the fervent devotion of the inhubitarts 
of thts island towards the church of Rome, 
we read that divers princes in the Saxons tine, 
with great travel and expences, went person- 
ally to Rome, as Offa and Adulphus, which 
thonght # not cnough to shew themselves obe- 
shent to the said sec, unless that in their own 
persons they had gone to that same place trom 
whence they had received so great a grace 
and benetit.—In the time of Carolus Magnus, 
who first founded the university of Paris, he 
sent jnto England for Alcuius, a great 
learned man, which first brought learning to 
that university ; wherehy it seemeth that the 
greatest part of the world fetched the light of 
religion from Eneland,—Adrian [V, being an 
Englishman, converted Norway from intidelity. 
which Adrian afterwards, upon great affection 
and love that he bare to ths realm, being his 
Native country, gave ‘to Henry the second, 
king of England, ‘the right and scigniory of the 
dominion of Ircland; which pertained to the 
sec of Rome.—I will not rehearse the manifold 
benefit that this realm has received from the 
apostolic see, nor haw ready the same hath 
been to relieve us in all onr necessities. Nor 
will I rehearse the manifold miseries and ca- 
lamitics, that this realm hath ‘suffered by 
swerving from that unity. And even as in 
this realm, so also in all other courtrics, 
which refusing the unity of the catholic faith, 
have followed fantastical doctrine, the like 
plagues have happened. Let Asia and the 
empire af Greece be a spectacle unto the 
world, who, by swerving from the unity of rhe 
church af Rome, are brought into captivity 
and sabjection of che Turk. All steries be full 
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‘af itka examples, And to come unto the later 

time, look upouw our neighbours in Germany, 
who, by swerving from this unity, are miserae 
, hiv afheted with diversity of sects, and divided 
‘inty faetions.---W hat shall T rehearse unto vou 
‘the tumults and effusion of blood that hath 
Prappened there af late days? Or trouble vou 

with tle rehearsal of those plagues that hive 
‘happened since this mnovauon of relizion, 
'whereor vou have felt the bitterness, and 
;L have heard the report? Ot all which mat- 
‘ters Eocan say no more, but such was the 
misery of the time. And see how far forth 
this fury went, For those that: Ine under 
ithe Turk may frecly live after their cons 
i sciences, and so was it not lasful here,— 

If men examine well upon what gronnds these 
innovations began, they shall well tind that the 
root of this, as of many ather mischiefs, was 
avarice; and the lust and carnal affeciron of 
one man confounded all laws both divine and 
huinan, And notwithstanding all these devices 
land polices, practised within this realm against 
| the church of Rome, they needed not to have 
‘lost vou, but that they thouchf rather as friends 

to reconcile vou, than as encimies to mrfest you, 

For there wanted not great offers of the most 

tishty potentates in all Europe to have aided 

the church in that qnarrel. Then inark the 
| sequel: there seemed by these changes to rise 
| a creat face of riches and gain, which in proof 
cane to great misery and lack. See how God 
‘then can confound the wisdom of the wise, 
| aud turn unjust poltey to mecr folly; and thac 

thing which seemed to be done tor relict, was 
cause of plam ruin and decay. Yet see that 
| coodness of God, which at ne time faied us, 
| 
+ 


— 


but most benienly ottered his grace, when it 
was of our parts Icast sought and worse de-+ 
served.—and when ali light of true religion 
seemed utterly extinct, the churches defaced, 
the altars overthrawn, the ininisters Corrupted ; 
even like as ina hanp the light bering covered, 
yet it is not quenched, even so ma tew remain- 
ed the confession of ‘Christ’s faith, namely in 
the breast of the queen's excellency, of whoin, 
to speak without adnlation, the saying of the 
(prophet may be verificd, * Ecce quasi dere 
iicta !—And see how miraculously God of his 
eendn des preserved her highness, contrary to 
the expectation of man, that when numbers 
| conspired against her, and policics were de- 
vised to disinherit her, and armed power pre= 
pad to destroy her, yet she being a virgin 
1elpless, nnked and unarmed, prevailed and 
had the victory of tvrants, which 1s uot to be 
ascribed to any policy of man, but to the al- 
mighty goodness and providence of God, to 
whom the honour is to _be given. And theres 
fore it may be said, § Da eloriam Deo.’ For, 
in man’s judgment, on her grace’s part, was 
nothing in appearance but despair.—-And vee 
forall these practices and deviscs of ill men, 
“here vou see her grace established im her 
estate, being vour lawtil queen and governess, 
born mnong you, whom God hath appointed 


to. reign over you for the restitution of true rea 


8 ee ee 


_ 


a 
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ligion, and extirpation of all errors and sects. | exuinples of the apostles, and of all old holy 
And to coniirm her grace the more strongly in | fathers from Christ hitherto, attributed and 
this enterprize, lo huw the providence of God | given to the apostolic see of Rome, bv special 
hath joined her in marriage with a prince of | prerogative. From which sce I am here de- 
like religion, who being a king of great might, | puted Icgate and ambassador, having full and 
armor, and furce, yet uscth towards you nei- | ample commission trom thence, and have the 
ther armor nor force, but seeketh you by the | keys committed to my hands; I confess to you 
way of love and amity ; i which respect great | I have the kcvs, not as mine own keys, but as 
cause you have tu give thanks to Almighty | the keys of him that sent me, and yet cannot 
Ged, that hath sent you such @ catholic go- | open; not for want of power in me to give, 
verness. It shall be therefore your part again | but for certain impediinents in you to reccive, 
to love, obev, and serve them.—And as it was | which must be taken away before my coms 
a singular favuur of God to conjoin them in] mission can take elect. This { protest betore 
Imarnage, su it is nut to be doubted but that | you, my commission is not of prejudice to any 
he shall send them issue, for the comtort and | person. I come net to destroy, but to build; 
surety of this commonweulth.—OF all princes | I come to reconcile, not ty condemn; I am 
ia Europe the emperor bath travelled most in | not come to compel, but to call again; I ain 
the cause of religion, as it appeareth by his | not come to call any thing in question already 
acts in Germany ; yet happily by some secret | done, but my commission ts of grace and cle- 
Judginent of God he hath not atchieved the | incncy, to such as will reccive it. For touch- 
end. With whom in my journey hitherwards | ing all mnatters that be past, they shall be as° 
T had conterence touching my legation ; where- | things cast into the sea of forgettulness, But 
of when we had understanding, he shewed ai the mean, whereby you shall receive this be- 
great appearance of most curnest joy and | nefit, is to revoke and ee thuse laws and 
gladness, saying, that it rejoiced him no less of | statutes, which be impcdiments, blocks, and 
the reconcdement of this realm unte christian | bars to the exccution of my commission, For 
unity, than that lis son was placed by mar-j like as 1 uyself had neither place nor voice to 
nage in the kingduin ; and most glad he was | speak here among you, but was in all respects 
of all, that the occasion thercof should come | a banished man, ull such time as ye had re- 
by me being an Englishman born; which is} pealed those laws that lay in my way; even 
tas it were) to call home ourselves. T can well | su cinnot you receive the benefit and grace 
compare Lin to David, who though he were a! offered trom the apostolic see, until the abro- 
man clect of God, yet, for that he was conta- | gution of such laws, whereby you have dis- 
minate with blood and war, he could not | joined and dissevered yourselves from the unity 
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build the temple of Jerusalem, but Ieft the j of Christ's church. It remaineth therefore 
finishing thereof to Solomon, which was ¢ rex { that you, like true Christians and provident 
paciticus.’ So may it be thought, that the ap- { men fur the weal of your souls and bodies, 
peusing of controversies of religion in Chriss | ponder what is to be done in this so weighty a 
Canity is not appomted to this cinperor, but | cuuse; and so to frame your acts and pro- 
rather to his sun, who shall pertorm the build- | cecdings, as they may first tend to the glory 
ing that his father had begun. Which church | of Ged, and next to the conservation of your 
canuot be pertectly builded, unless universally | commonwealth, surety, and quietness,” 
wall realins we adhere to one head, and do Hetition of the Parl, declaring their sorrow 
acknowledge him to be the vicar of God, and | for all past proceedings against the Pope,} 
to have power from ahove. For all power is | The next day the whole court of parl, drew 
of God, according to the saying, ‘non est po- | up the furm of a Sapplication or Petition; and 
testas, nist @ Deo. And therefore T consider | the day after, the king and queen, with the 
that all power being in God, yet, for the con- | pecrs and commoners, being again assembled, 
servation of quict and godly lie in the worid, | the bp. of Winchester there declared what the 
he hath derived that power from above into | parl. had determined concerning the cardinal’s 
the parts here ou carth, which is into the | request, and presented their majesties the said 
power imperial and ecclesiastical, Aud these | Petition, of which the follawing is a copy, 
two powers, as they be several and distinct, so | “ We, the lords spiritual and temporal, and 
have they two several effects aud operations, | the commons, in this present parl. assembled, 
For secular princes, to whom the temporal | represcntimn: the whole bodie of the realme of 
sword is committed, be ministers of God to | England and dominions of the same, in the” 
execute vengeance upun transgressors und | nuine of ourselves particularly, and also of the 
evil-lisers, aud to preserve the well-docrs and j sayd bodie universally, offer this our most’ 
nocents from inyury and violence. Which j humble supplication to your majestics, to this 
eee is represented in these two most excel- | ende and etfect, that the same by your grace’s 
int persons, the king and queen’s majesty | interces.iva and meane, may be exInbited to 
here preseut, who have this power conunitted | the most rev. father in God, the lord cardinal 
to them immediately from God, without any | Pole, legate, sent specially hether from our 
superior i that behalf. The other power is | most holy father pope Juhus I. and the see 
of ministration, which is the power of the | apustolijue of Rume, wherein we do declare 
keys, and order in the ccclesiastical state, | ourselves very sur:y and repentant of the Jong 
which is, by the authority of Ged’s word, and | schisme and disubedience committed in this 
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realme, and the dominions of the same, agaist 
the said see apostoliqne; eyther by making, 


agreeing, or executing of any lawes, ordi- 


maunces, and commatundements, ILUVASE the 
primacy of the same sce; or otherwise dovng 
or speaking that might inpugne or prejudice 
the same: offermg ourselves, and promising 
by this our supplication, that for a token and 
knowlece of this our sayd repentance, we be, 
and shall be ever readic, under and with the 
authorires of your miayesties, to the uttermost 
of our power, todo that shall lye im us, fer the 
abrovation and repealyng of all the savd lawes 
and ordinaunces, made or enacted to the pre- 
Judice of the see ‘apostolique, as well for our- 
selves as for the whole bodie whom we repre- 
sent, “Whereupon, most humbly we beseech 
your majestics, as personaves undefiled in the 
ottence of this bodie towards the sayd sea, 
which neverthcless God by his providence 
hath made subject to you, so to set foorth this 
our bumble suyte, as we the rather, by your 
litercession, Maye obteine trom the sea apos- 
tolique, by the savde most rev. father, as well 
perticulerly as generaly, absoludion, release, 
oad discharge from all danngers of such cen- 
sores and sentences as, by the lawes of the 
church, we be fallen unto. And that we may, 
as children repentaunt, be recevved into the 
bosome and unitie of Cliristes church, so as 
this noble realme, with all the members 
thereof, may, in this unitie and perlect obedi- 
‘ence -tu the sce apostolique and popes for the 
tyme being, serve God and your majestics to 
the furtheraunce and advauncement of his ha- 
nour und gloric. Amen.” 
This huinble petition being first openly read, 
the same was delivered by the chanccllor to 
the king and queen, with a request to them, 
that they would give it to the lord cardinal. 
“Their ynajestics, rising off their seats and do- 
ing reverence to the cardinal, did deliver the 
suid petition to him; who, perceiving the et- 
fect thereof to answer his expectation, re- 
ceived it most gladly at their hands. And 
then, after that he had, in few. words, given 
thanks to God, and declared what great cause 
he had, above all others, to rejoice, that his 
¢oming froin Rome into England had taken 
such a happy turn 3 he caused his commission 
to be read, by which it might appear, that he 
‘had authority froin the pope to absolve them. 
The commission was very long; which being 
ended, and all the parl. beth Io:ds and com- 
mons, on their knees, the cardinal, by the 
fe authority, gave them Absolution, as 
ollows: “ Qur Lord Jesus Christ, which, with 
his most precious bleud hath redeemed and 
washed us from all ouv sins and iniquitics, that 
he night purchase to hanscif' a piorigus spouse, 
without spot or wrinkle, and whome the fa- 
ther hath appointed head over all his church ; 
he by his merey absolve yous and we by the 
apostoligue author.ty waiven unto us by the most 
holy lord pope Julius FEb has vicegerent in 
earth, do absuive and deliver you, and every 
of you, with the whole realme aud the dumr 


/ 


fnions thercof, from all heresie and schisme, 
!and from all and every judginents, censures, 
and paynes, for that cause incurred. And also 
we due restore you agayne to the unitie of the 
holy church, as im our letters of comunission 
nore plainely shail appeare, in the name of 
the Father, tae Sonne, and the Holie Ghoste. 
Amen,” | 

After this general Absolution was so given 
and received, the king, queen, and all the 
lords, with the rest, went into the king’s cha- 
pet, and there sung *te Deum?’ with great 
Joy and vladness for this new reconciliation. 

The next thing the parl, went upon was, to 
tesufy their grateful sense of the cardinal’s 
Absolution, Accordingly, on the 6th of Dee. 
a committee of 6 peers and 3 bishops were 
appointed to confer with certain of the lower 
house, for the drawing up a bill touching the 
repeal of certain statutes. 

slcts against the Pope repcaled.| This cone 
fercnce was carried on till the uth, and on 
thit day a bill was read the first time in the 
lords, with this title, * a bill for the repeal of 
certain Acts made against the supremacy of 
the see of Rome.” It was read a 2nd time on 
Christinas-day; «a day we have never found a 
park, sitting on before; but it may be sup- 
posed that they thenght thev could offer no 
higher oblation to Christ on that festival, than 
to repeal those laws which had shut his vicar out 
of this kingdom. No other business was done 
on that day. On the 26th of Dec. the bill 
was read a Srd time, and passed, with the con- 
sent of the whole house, the bp. of London 
only dissenting; the réason of which will ‘ap- 
pear in the sequel. The ude to the bill on its 
passing this house was, “ a bill for repealing 
all statutes, articles, and provisoes made 
‘against the see apostolique of Rome, since the 
20th of Henry VILL. and for the establishment 
of all spiritual and ecclesiastical possessions 
und hereditaments ‘conveyed to the laiety.” 
| Former Acts against: Heresy, revived.| To 
‘shew how cager the commons were to remu- 
‘uerate the pope and the queen, for these ex- 
traordinary tavonrs, a bill was carried through 
that body. for reviving the statutes made by 
Rich. U1. Men. IV. and Hen. the Vth, against 
heretics, It was brought into the fords, on 
the 15th of Dec. and passed there on the 48th. 
The commons, also passed and sent up ano- 
ther Lill to the lords, for annulling all teases 
niade by married priests. Burnet tells us, that 
this bill was much argued in the lower house, 
that the first draught was rejected, but a new 
one approved on, and sent up to the lords, on 
the 19th of Dec. But thev, finding it would 
shake a great part of the right of church-leases 
that were made by married pnests and bps. 
laid it aside. 

In the printed book of Statutes, only 17 
acts are given for this session; in the janrnals 
are the titles of 21. The reason is, that the 
private acts are not taken notice of in the Sta- 
tute Books. The titles of the public acts will 
be found in the list given at-the end of thus 
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reign. The prime minister, Gardiner, having 
now carried all his schemes through both 
houses, tur the restorauon of the church, and 
security uf the govt. thought proper to put an 


end to this parl. 


Accordingly, on the 16th of 


Jan. the queen came to the house, and having 
sceptered the acts, the Id. chanc. by her ma- 
jesty’s command, dissolved it. 

Several Members of the Cummons leave the 


House. 


which we 


Acircumstance of a very eatrordinary 
nature bappened in thus parl.; and the hke of 
ave not beture met with in the 


course of this history. This was a vuluutary 
secession of some members of the Communs, 
who actually lett the house, when they saw 
the majority inclined to sacnitice every thing 
, tothe ministry. Lord Coke, in order to do 
honour to their memories, has in his Institutes 
handed down their names, as tulluws, to pos- 


terity. 
P.Denton,Com.Oxon. 
Henry Cary 
Richard Ward 
Edm. Plowden. deTib- 
mersh, Com. Berks 
Henry Chiverton 
Robert Brown 
John Courke 
Jobn Pethebrige 
John Melhews 
Courtney 
Ralph Mitchel 
Thomas Matthews 
Richard Brascy 
Thomas Massey 
Peter Fretchwell 
HenryVernon, de Syd- 
bery, Com. Derby 
Win. Moor of Derby 
Wiliam Bainbrigge 
Juhn Eveleigh 


Nich Adamps,deDart- 
mouth-Cliftun- tHar- 
neys, Com. Devon 

Richard Phelips 

Anthony Dylvington 

Andrew Lloord 

Chr.Hvel,Com. Dorset 

John Manunoch 

Thoinas Phelps 

William Randel 

John Moyne 

Hugh Smith 

Roger Gerard 

Ralph Scruvpe 

Tho, Moor,delJumble- 
ton, Com. Bucks 

Wilham Read 

Henry Mannoch 

J Maynard.de st Alban 

Nicholas Debden 

Phiip Tirwhit 


| open horse-htter, 
phos of the commons tell us, that the bp. 


We are told, by the same high authority, 
that the court resented this separation of the 
members; and ordered Edw. Grittth, esq. the 
queen’s attorney-general, to indict them in the 
king’s bench, On an information being pre- 

_ferred against thein, there, tor departing with- 
out licence, coutrary to the king and queen’s 
inhibition, in the beginning uf the purl; G of 
these members were so timorous as to subinit 
to the mercy of the court, and paid their tines. 
All the rest, among whom was that fumous 
lawyer, Plowden, traversed; but judgment 
avainse them was prevented by the queen's 
death, 

About this time it was, that the queen en- 
tertained suspicions of her being precnant, 
and, as it was inade public, great reluigugs 
took place amongst the Catholics liere, us well 
as over Europe, tur a blersang which was likely 
to continue and establish that faith in this 
kingdom. Upon this occasion the par. aame- 
diately passed a b:ll for the maimtenance, sup- 
port, and govt. of her offy pring. 

A Parl. celled.) Another parl. was called 
to meet at Westiniuster, on the 2ist of Oct. 
ae The queen rode to the purl. Louse in an 

OL. 1, | 
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month, and died on the 12th ut Nov. tullow- 
ing. | 
On the death of the Id. chance. it is sup- 
posed that the Id. treasurer, the marq. of Win- 
| 
) 


to be scen of every one. The 


of Winchester opened this parl. by a speech, 
unportiug, that it was called fur a necessary 
aid to be made to her maj.; and that this 
house unanimously chuse for their Speaker, 
John Pollard, esq. deeply learned in the laws 
ut this land. It is to be ebserved, that by the 
authority of both the journals, the ld. chane. 
Gardiuer,bp.of Winchester, appeared on the 1st 
and 2ud day of this sessiun, but never after ; 
tur it secins he tell sick on the 24th of this 


chester, ‘ virtute offic,’ adjourned the part. 
trum day tu day; since there is no mention of 
any commission granted for executing the 
chancellor’s office. And though by the negli- 
gence of the clerks, the adjournments are not 
vntered, yet, on the last day of the session, 
we find that the ld. treasurer, by the queen’s 
command, did dissolve this parl. The jour- 
nals of the comiauns inform us, that Oct, 23, 
when the commons appeared with their 
Speaker, to present him to the queen, he 
made an eloquent oration. After which was 
read a bull trom the Pope, contirming what 
cardinal Pole had promised relating to the 
assurance of abby-lands, ac. And when the 
commons were retired to their own house, a 
bill was revived concerning the absence of 
knights and burgesses in the tine of parl. 

Oct. 24, a motion was made for a Supply to 
be granted to her maj.; and Mr. Comptroiler, 
Myr, sec. Petre, with 18 more members, were 
ordered to draw up a bill tor thac purpose. 
On the 28th. the bill was read a 1st time, tor 
a Subsidy and two 1Sths, but on the 3d read- 
ing, Oct. 30, it met with some opposition 5 
and the next day, Mr. sec. Petre declared to 
the house, That the queen gave them thanks 
for the two fitteenths, but was contented to 
refuse them ; on which the bill tor a Sabsidy, 
only, was passed and sent up to the lords, 
On the Sth of Nov. this bill passed the lords 
on the 1st reading, which is the only mstance 
of that kind we have yet met with. 

Restitution of Church Lands.| Nov. 20, 
a bill for suppressing of First Frits and 
tenths, and the resiguing up all Impropri- 
ations that were yet in’ the queen's gift, to 
the church; to be disposed of, as the legate 
thought fit, for the rehef of the clergy, was 
brought untu the lords, and passed on the 
gsrd. It was sent that day duwn to the com- 
meas, who returned it on the 4th of Dec. with 
a schedule annexed to it, requirmg certain 
things to be amended in the bill; which, apun 
debate, were by the lords assented .to.—But 
the queen had a much greater design which 
she hoped to have executed this parl. which 
was getting an act tor. restaging ail such lands 
to the church as had belonged: to it, and was 


| devolved upon the crown; und from the crown 


) inty the hands of private persons, 


bysthe tall 


“AN, 


a 
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of monasteries and other religious houses, or 
-by any other means whatsvever. She had 
been tampering with some lords about this 
act, but found such a gencral aversion to any 
kind of restitution in the Jey-nobility, that she 
was advised to desist from that unprotitable 
undertaking. “ Certain it is,” says Dr, Heviin, 
« that many who were cordially attected tu the 
queen’s religion, were very anuch startled at 
the noise of this Restitution; insomuch that 
‘some of them are said to have clapped their 
hands upon their swords, atiirming, not with+ 
out some oaths, that they would never part 
with their Abby-Lands as long as they were 
-able to wear a sword by their sidés.” Which 
-resuluuion being told the queen, she thought 
proper to drop that affair, and only set them 


a good example, by giving up to the church 


what was really her own to give, the first- 
fruits and tenths aforesaid; which, as thev 


had been settled on the crown by an act of 


parl. must be released by another. 
But, notwithstanding this bill passed the 


-lords su easily, it was greatly opposed in the 


. Fs ye 
comioons; tor on the 19th of Nov. the queen 


sent for that house, and told them, “ She | 
‘eould not, with a good conscience, take the 
‘Tenths and First Fruits of spiritual benctices; 


at was av tax her father laid on the clerev, to 


support the dignity of Supreme Head; of 


velich, since she was divested, she would 


also discharge the other.” Then the legute 


“made a speech, tu shew that tithes and im- 


- 


were returned, comp 


prepriations of spiritual benefices were the 


‘patrnuony of the church, and ought te return 


to it; and upon this the queen declared, that 
she would also surrender up those matters to 
the church. Whuilst the commons were hefore 


-her maj. one Story, a member of that house, 


falling on his knees, told the queen, that the 
Spexker did not open to her their desire that 
Licences might be restrained. This was a 
great affront to the a sae who, when they 

ained of it to the house ; 
but Story’ confessing his fault, the house, 
«< knowing that he spoke of a good zeal,” for- 
gave him. This is the person mentioned in 
‘p. 566, as being sent to the Tower, fur using 
great liberty of speech against Edw. VI. and 
the protector, in his opposition to the act fur 
the first book of the English common-praver. 
He was now on the other side of the question, 
in opposing Licences from Rome; and Burnet 
himself savs, that this man of * good zeal,” 
wns afterwards condemned for treason, in the 
reign of Elizabeth, as will appear in the sequel. 
Burnet tells us, that it was once thought 
proper that the surrender of Impropriations 
should be left out of this bill; since, as was 
urged, the qucen might do that as well by 
letters patents; and if it was put in the bill it 
would raise great jealousies; fur it would be 
understood that the queen did expect that her 
subjects should follow ber example. ‘The 
tthes, however, were resolved to be recovered 


. to the church, so they were put in; though all, 


gays our authority, were lung argued in the 
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house; some saying that the clergy would rob 
the crown and the nation both; and that tlie 
laity must then support the dignity of the 
realm: At last, it being particularly com- 
mitted to sir Wm. Cecil and others, to be, by 
thein, examined on the 3d of Dec. the house 
divided upon it, and the bills were carried, on 
a inujority of 198, avainst 126. To conclude 
this affair, it may not be amiss to give the 
preamble to this’bill, to see the matter in as 
clear a light as possible ; and, especially, since 
that act itsclf 1s not printed amongst the sta- 
tutes of this parl. Hy it is declared, “ That 
the payment of First-Fruits and ‘Fenths was 
extinguished : and all rectories, benefices nn- 
propriate, plebe-lands, tithes, oblattons, pen- 
sions, &c. vested in the crown since the 20th 
of Henry VIII. are given up to the Charch 
tor the augmentation of the livings to which 
they furmerly belonged, for the advantage of 
other poor cures, for the furmshing preachers; 
tur the exhibiting scholars; and ‘the disposal 
of these revenues thus restored, 1s lett to the 
discretion of the ford legate cardinal Pole. 
But then there was a proviso tor saving the 
right of the subject, who had any interest in 
theSe estates eranted from the crown. There 
is likewise a clhinse for exonerating the king 
and queen and their succcssors, from the pay- 
ment of pensions and annuities to the monks: 
to which are added corrodies, and fees, which 
for the future were to be paid out of ‘the 
Tenths, First Fruits, &c. without any burthen 
upon the crown, ‘There is another proviso, by 
which the patronage of these impropriations 
belonging to the crown is still reserved. And 
because some temporal estates had been in- 
termixed, and leased out by the erown with 
these tenths, impropmations, &c. It is enacted, 
that commissions shall he awarded out of the 
exchequer to 6 different persons, 3 of the spi- 
ntualitvy, and 3 of the temporality, to call 12 
men, of credit and substance, before them: 
12 men inhabiting in the neighbourhood where 
these estates lie; and to oblige them upon 
oath to distinguish and sever the glebe-lands 
and other spiritual possessions, from the teme- 
poral estates, and to rate and apportion how 
much rent shall be payed tor the one and the 
other.” 
Privilege of Parl.| Nov, 20, “ it is ordered 
in the Commons, That Tassard, who 
caused Mr. Mynne to be arrested, shall pay 
the serjeants’ fees and withdraw his action.— 
Der. 6, it is ordered, That Mr. Comptroller, 
with other of the house, shall declare to the 
lords, that their opinion is, that their Privilege 
is broken, for that Gabriel Pledall, « member 
of this house, was bound in a recognizance in 
the star-chamber to appear before the council, 
within 12 sar after the end of this parl. :— 
whereupon Mr. Comptroller, from the lords, 
said, that they would send answer thereof to 
the house :—Mr. Marten and Mr. Lewis from 
the lords, said, they required six of the house 
to confer with the lords, for that cause; ahd 


Mr. Comptroller, Mr, S. Petre, with four 
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others went up, and they reported, that the | passed by the lords on the 26th, and was ree 
chicf Justices, master of the rolls, and serjeants, | turned by the commons, on the last day of this 
du clearly affirm that the recognizance is nv | session, with certain amendments, This bill 
breach of the privilege.” ; was designed chiefly for confirming, the relipi- 

Dec. 9, the queen came to the house to; ous toundations the queen had made. Whilst 
pass the bills; after which, the marq. of Win- | it was depending in the Lower House, one Mr, 
chester, lord bigh treasurer, the ciancellor | Copley, a member, happened tu say, in the de- 
being dead, by her maj.’s command, dissolved {| bate, *¢ that he did not approve of such a ge- 


this parliament, | 
A Parl, called.) We have now a space of | 
two years before we mect with another par, | 
At length, however, it was determined that 
one should be called, which met at Westmin- 
ster on the 20th of Jan’ 1558. And though 
we haye no initiating specch from the Id. chanc. 
at the opening of this parl. vet the Journalist 
given us the ceremony of presenting the 
Speaker of the commons to the queen; who 
was Wm. Cordell, esq. muster of the rolls; 
whose excuse being nut allowed, he wus ad- 
mitted, with the usual protestation. But the 
Journals of the the commons acquaint us, that 
Nicholas Heath, abp. af York, then Id. chanc. 
declared, that this parl, was called for grant- 
ing an aid to her maj. And accordingly the 
first thing that we tind deserving of hotice, in 
their proceedings is, that on the 16th of Feb. 
a bill was sent up by the commons, for grant- 
ing a subsidy of one 15th, to the queen, by the 
luty. ‘The clergy, in: convocation, having set 
a liberal example by taxing themselves in a 
subsidy of 8s, un the pound, to be puid in 4 
vears; which was also contirmcd by parl. ‘The 
bill for the lay subsidy, &c. passed the house 
of lords, new. con. on the 19th of Feb. and 
this is all which their Journals say of this mat- 
ter.—But the Journals of the commous ac- 
quant us, “ that on the 24th of Jan. the lords 
scnt-a message to that house, desiring that the 
speaker, with 10 or 12 more, would meet with 
a committee of the lords ; which consisted of 3 
earls, 3 bps, and $ barons. The commons 
consented to this proposal, and agreed that 21 
of their house should meet the lords, and con- 
fer on the queen’s wants and the state of the 
nauon. This conference continued some time: 
for it was nat till the 4th of Feb. that a bill 
was first read for a grant of a subsidy and two 
15ths and 10ths, as azreed on by the lords and 
commons in a committee, The bill was read 
a 2nd time the next day; but the day after, 
we are told, many arguments were uscd about 
it; and, it is probable, that the speaker was 
desired to know of the queen whether a less 
supply would not satisty. For, Feb. 10th, the 
speaker acquainted the house, * that he had 
opened unto the queen his commission, touch- 
ing the grant of the subsidy ; which the queen 
sharikfully took, giving them present hearty 
thanks, and all the reaim.” So thata grant of 
a subsidy and one 15th only, Feb, 16th, was 
all that was given at that tines the subsidy 
consisted of 4s. in the pound on Jands, and 2/8 
frum 51. upwards, on goods to be made before 
the 24th of June next. 
Feb. 12, a bill was brought in for the con- 
§smatian of the queciys letters patents, It was 


neral confirmation of all she had given, or 
might gives lest, under colour of this, she 
mnivht dispose of the crown from the right. 
heirs to it.” The house was much offended at 
this; and Copley was made to withdraw ; he: 
was voted guilty of yreat irreverence to the 
queen; and though he asked pardon, and de- 
sired it might be imputed to his youth. yet they 
kept hina im the seryeant’s hands, till they had 
sent to the queen to desire her to forgive his 
ottence. She returned for answer “ that, at 
their request, she readily forgave him; but, de- 
sired them to examine bin, from whence that 
motion sprung?" Nothing further is entered 
in the Journals relative to this alfair, 

An act was made in this parl, * that access 
sarics tau inurder and diverse felonies should 
not have their clergy; ta which was added, at 
first, that they might not have the benefit of 
sandtuary, Hut because this addition uught 
hinder so useful a bill from passing, the church- 
mcn being very tenacious of their privileges, it 
was thought convenient to leave it out; and 
a separate bill was brought in concerning sanc- 
tuaries, which was wholly to take them away, 
Agiunt this Feckenham, thea abbot of Wests 
minster, fur the sake of his church’s privileges, 
in that particujir, made much opposition, and 
desired ta be heard by his council, It was ora 
dered, that he should come down to the house 
the next day, and they should be heard. Ac 
cordingly, the famous Mr. Plowden, and Dr. 
Story, a civilian, appeared for lian, and prox 
duced several ancient grants from the kings of’ 
this realm, and also the queen’s grant for the 
confirmation of this sanctuary. And then they 
desired the house to consider tor the prescrvae 
tion of the same, It is probable that the whole 
bill was suffered to drop, fur we hear no mora 
of it, and it is certain that did it nat pass inte 
a law in this reign.—<An act, inflicting 5 years 
lnprisonment, or a large fine, on all those 
ccncerned in conveying away and marrying 
young heiresses, under 16 years ot age, passed 
this session and Is printed ac length amongst 
the Statutes at Large, 

Privilege of Parl.) The fullowing cases of 
privilege appear m the Commons Journal :— 
‘“‘ Thos, Eyins, burgess for Thuske, complained, 
that a subpoena was delivered to bim tou apa 
pear in the chancery, wherefore he required 
the privilege of this house; whereupon sir Cle 


mant Higham and Mr. Recorder were sent ta 


the Chancellorto require that the process might 
be revoked.—Feb, 5, a committee was ase 
signed to examine a matter against Walter 
Kawley, a burgess, complained of out of the 
admiral court by dr. Couke’s letter. And om 
the 8th, Walter Rawley, one of the burgesses. 
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for the borough of Wareham, attached in the 
admiral court, hath a warrant to obtain a writ 
of privilege.” 
- March 7, the queen came to the lords and 
passed the bills, sixteen in number, though the 
Statute Book only says ten. After which the 
Jord chance. by her majesty’s command, pro- 
rovucd this parl. to the dth of Nov. At which 
time, being again assembled, they proceeded 
to business; which the journals of the lords 
infurm us, was only reading some bills, seem- 
ingly of no great importance; except one, the 
title was, § ‘That no man shall print any 
bovk or ballad, &c. unless he be authorized 
thereunto by the king and queen’s mayesties 
licence, under the great seal of England.’ 
As this is the first restraint to the Liberty of 
the Press, which we have yet met with, it ts 
the more remarkable; because it shews us, 
that the art of printing, which had not then 
been much more than half a century in use, 
was becume so obnoxious to the govt. that 
they were obliged to have recourse to an act 
of parl. to restrain it. What fate this bill 
would have had in the house of commons is 
uncertain; for, at the third reading, on the 
16th ot Nov. the clerk breaks otf the lords 
Journal very abruptly. ‘This must be occa- 
sioned by the desperate stute the queen was 
then in, who died the next day, Nov. 17th; 
and by her death, this parl. was dissolved.— 
This iz all we can meet with, worthy of notice, 
in the &uthority above-cited; but, the Journals 
of the Commons tarnishes us with the follow- 
jag account; “ On the 7th of Nov. the queen 
scat tor the Speaker of the Commons, and or- 
dered him to open to them the ill condition 
the nation was in; for, though there was a 
treaty begun at Cambray, yet it was necessary 
to put the kingdom ina posture of defence, in 
case it should miscarry. But, the commons 
were su dissatistied, that they would come to 
. no resolution, Sv on the 14th of Nov. the Id. 
chanc. the Id. treusurer, the duke of Nortolk, 
the earls of Shrewsbury and Pembroke, the 
bps. of London, Winchester, Lincoln aud Car- 
isle, the vise. Montacute, the lords Clinton 
and Howard, came down to the Commons, 
and sat m that place of the house where the 
privy counsellors used to sit. The Speaker 
ett his chair, and he, with the privy coun- 
sellors that were in the house, came and sat 
on low benches. before them. The Id. chance. 
shewed the necessity of granting a Subsidy, to 
detend the nanon, both trom the French and 
the Scots. When he had done, the lords 
withdrew ; but, though the cominons entered, 
both that and the two following days, into the 
debate, they came tw no issue in their consul- 
tations.” 

The Queen’s Death.} The reason why the 
- Commons cuine to no resolution about grant- 
ing a Subsidy, was doubtless occasioned by 
the queen’s death; since, in all. probability, 
according:.to the above date, they had not 
time to frame a bill for that purpose ; for, on 
the 17th ut. Nov. a message was sent, by: the 
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» 
Lords, to the Lower House, requiring the 
Speaker and their whole house to coine to 
them; when they should hear certain matters 
that the Lords had to communicate to them. 
Whereupon, he, with the rest of the house, 
went up. «And the Id. chanc. told them, 
¢ That God had taken the queen to his mercy, 
but had furnished them with another sovereign 
lady, my lady Elizabeth, her grace.” And 
then willed the knights and burgesses to resort 
to the palace, where the lords would come 
and cause her grace to be proclaimed queen 
of England, &c. and, immediately after, the 
said proclamation was there nade, 


Tares during this Reign 

In her first year Mary had tunnage and pound- 
ace for life.—In her 3rd year she had a sub- 
sidy from the temporality, and 6s. in the pound 
from the clergy.—In her 6th year she had one 
subsidy of 4s. in the pound on lands, and 2/8 
on goods; also 8s. in the pound from the cler- 
gy, and one 15th froin the laity. 


Price of Provisions and Labour in this Reiga. 


In 1554, wheat, at &s.; rve, 6/8; malt, 5s. 
—In 1535, wheat, 8s.; rye, 16s.; malt, 5s.— 
In 1556, wheat, 8s.; malt, 5s.; beans, 6/8.— 
In 1557, wheat, 8s. rve, 8s.; malt, 5s.; oats, 
10s.; for threshing a qr. of wheat, 1/1;. tor 
threshing aqr. of rve, 10d.; for ditto barley, 
5d. This year, before harvest, wheat was 
91. 18/4 per qr.; malt, gl. 4s.; beans and rye, 
l.; pense, 21. 6/8.; but after harvest, wheat 
at London was sold tor 5s.; malt, 6/8.; rye, 
3/4; and in the country, wheat was 4s.; malt, 
4/8; rye, 2/8 per qr.; so that a penny wheut- 
loaf, which hetore harvest was 11 ounces, 
was after harvest 56. In this year queen 
Mary borrowed of the city of London 20,0001. 
at 12 per cent.—In 1558, wheat, 8s. per qr.; 
rve, 8s.; barley, 5s.; a good ‘sheep sold for 
2/10. ; 

List of Boroughs, to whom the Privilege of 
sending Kepresentatires to Parl. was grantee 
or restored by Queen Mary. 


Abingdon Woodstock 
AtiesLury: Banbury 
Peursn Droitwich 

St. Ives Knaresborough 
Castle-Rising Rippon 
Higham Ferrars Boroughbridee 


Morpeth Aldborough,Y orkshire 
Boroughs 14 Members 20. 


Public Acts passed tn this Reign. 

1 Mary.-—An act repealing certain treasons, 
felonies, and praeiwunire. p. 8 ce 

1 Mary, sess. 2.—41. An act declaring the 
queen’s highness to have been born in a most 
just and lawful matrimony; and also repeal- 
ing all acts of parl. and sentences of divorce, 
had and made to the contrary. 2. For the 
repeal of certain statutes made in the time of 
the reiyn of king Edward VI. 3, Against of 
fenders of preachers and other ministers in the 
church. 4. Touching writings made from the 
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6th day of July last past, and before the 1st 
day of August then next ensuing. 5. For the 
limitation of prescription in certain cases. 
6. Against counterfeiting of strange coins, be- 
ing current within this reulm, or of the queen’s 
Inghness sign manual, signet, or privy scal, to 
be adjudged high treason. 7. Touching pro- 
clamations upon fines. 8. That sheritls shall 
not be justices of peace during that office. 9. 
Touching the corporation of the physicians in 
London. 10. For the uniting, diclvine or 
new erecting of courts. 11. For the sale of 
hats and caps made bevond the sea. 12. 
Against unlawful and rebellious assemblies. 
13. For the continuauce of certain statutes. 
14. For the continuance of a statute made for 
the reparation of gaols. 15. For the re-edity- 
ing ot the parish church of st. Flens in Staine- 
gate, within the city of York. 16. For the 
confirmation of the attainder of John late 
duke of Northumberland, and others, 17. 
For the relcase of the last subsidy of the tem- 
poralitvy. 146. Of a subsidy of tunnage and 
poundave of divers merchandizes. 

1 Marvy, sess. 3.—1. An act declaring that 
the regal power of this realm is in the queen’s 
majesty, as fully and absolutely as ever it was 
in any of her most noble progenitors, kings of 
this: realm. 2. ‘Pouching the articles of the 
queen’s bighness thost noble marriage. 3. For 
the repeal of two several acts made in the 7th 
year ot king Edward VI. touching the dissolu- 
tion of the bishoprick of Durham, 4. For the 
establishing of the office of the lord steward of 
the quecn’s most honourable household. 5. For 
the continuance vf a statute made for the re- 
pairing of Sherborné causey. 6. For the re- 
pairing of a causey betwixt Bristol and Glou- 
cester. 7. Touching cloth-making i corpos 
fate-towns and market-towus. 8. ‘Touching 
the buying and currving of leather, 9, Touch- 
ing ordinances and rules in cathedral churches 
and schools. 10. For the repealing of a  sta- 
tute made for the uniting of the parish churches 
of Onver and Greensteed, in the county of 
Essex, 11. ‘Touching the sca-sands in Gla- 
morganshire. 12, Fur the continuation of 
éertain statutes, ose ot 

tand 2 Philip and Mary.—1. An act touch- 
ing letters patents, and other writings to be 
signed hy the queen's majesty. 2. For the re- 
formation of excess-in apparel, 3. Against se- 
ditious words and rumours, 4. For the pu- 
nishment of certain persons calling themselves 
Egyptians. 5. To restrain carrying of corn, 
victuals and wood over the sea. 6. For the 
reviving of three statutcs made for the punish- 
tent of heresies. 7. ‘That persons dwelling 
in the county shall not sell divers wares in ci- 
ties and towns corporate by retail. 8. Re- 
pealing all statutes, articles, and provisions 
made ag:unst the see apostolic of Rome, since 
the 20th year of Henry VIII. and also for 
establishment of all spiritual and ecclesiastical 
iar and hereditainents conveyed to the 
aity. 9. For the punishment of traiterous 


words against the queen’s majesty, 10, Where- 
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by certain offences be made treasons; and 
also for the government of the king and 
queen's majesties’ Issues. 11. For the punish. 
ment of bringing in of counterfeit coin of fo- 
reign realms, being current within this realm. 
12, For the impvurding of distresses. 13, 
Appointing an order to justices of peace, 
touching the bailnent of prisoners. 14. Vor 
the making of russel sattins, sattins reverses, 
and fustian of Naples, in Norwich, 15. To 
confirm the hberties of the lord marchers in 
Wales. 16. For the continuance of certam 
statutes, 17. Touching Icases hereafter to be 
made by certain spiritual persons. 

Qand 3 Philip and Mary.—J. An act for 
the re-editying of castles and forts, and.tor the 
inclosing of grounds, upon the borders towards 
Scotland. 2. For the re-edifyiny of decayed 
houses of husbandry, and for the increase of 
tillage, 3. For keeping of milch kine, and tor 
the breeding and reariag of calves. 4. For 
the extinguishment of the first-truits, and 
touching order and disposition of the tenths of 
spiritual and ecclesiasucal promotions, and of 
rectories and parsonages impropriate, remain- 
Ing in the queen’s majesty’s hands, 5. For the 
rehef of the poor, 6. Against the excessive 
taking of the king and queen's mayesties’ pur= 
veyors. 7. Against the buying of stolen 
horses, 8. For the mending of highways. 
9. Vo make void divers heences of houses 
wherein unlawful games be .used. 10. To 
tnke examimation of prisoners suspected of any 
manslanehter or felony. 11. Youching weav- 
ers, 12. For the viewing and ‘sealing of 
cloths, commonly called Bridgwaters: 13. For 
the inhabitants of Hallifux, touching the buy= 
ing ot wools, 14. For the re-edifying of four 
mills near to the city of Hereford. 15. ‘That 
the purveyors shall not take victuals within 
five miles of Cambridge and Oxtord. 16. 
Touching watermen and bargemen upon the 
river of Thames. 17. To take away the be- 
nefit of clergy from Bennet Smith, for the 
murder of Ruttord. 18. Touching commis- 
gions of peace and gaol-delivery in towns cor- 
porate, not heing counties. 19. Touching the 
powdike in Marshland. 20. For the enlarging 
of the duchy of Lancaster. 21. For the con- 
tinuntion of certain statutes. 22. For the 
confirmation of a subsidy granted by the cler- 
gy. 23. Of a subsidy granted to the king and 
qucen’s majesties by the temporalty. 

4and5 Philip and Mary.—1. An act for 
the confirmation of letters patents. 2. For 
the having of horse, armour, and weapon. 
3. For the taking of musters. 4. That acces- 
saries in murder and divers telanies shall not 
have the benefit of clergy. 5. Touching the 
making of woollen cloths. 6. To inquire of 
the behaviour of Frenchmen being denizens. 
7. To make up the jury with ‘ circumstanti- 
bus,’ where the king and queen, or the queen’s 
majesty, is @ party. 8. For the punishment 
of such as shall take away maidens that 
be inheritors, being within the age of 16 years, 
or that marry them without the consent of 
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their parents, 
tain statutes, 
subsidy of the clergy. 11. Or a subsidy aud 
one doth granted by the tempocalty. 


9, For the contimtstion of cer- 


neo 
Fiza neri, 
Mary, the eldest daughter of Henrv VIF. 
being dead without issue, Elizabeth, the young- 
est, succecded to the crown. 
claimed queen of England, ac. imniediately 


on her sister’s demise, and was crowned at , 


Westminster, on the 16th of Jan. 1558-9, by 
de. Ozlethorpe, bp. of Carlisle; the bp. of 
York, and some other bps. refusing to assist 
at the solemuity., Elizabeth retained 13 of 
her sister's privy cotuisellors, at that time all 
zealous Catholics, and added 8 new ones, who 
were equally attached to the Reformed Reli- 
gion, ‘The names of the former, were, Heath, 
abp. of York; Wim. Paulet, margq. of Win- 
chester, lord high treasurer; Hen. Vitz-Alan, 
earl of Arundel; Francis Valbet, earl of 
Shrewsbury; Edw. Stanlev, earl’ of Derby; 
Wm. Herbert, earl af Pembroke; Edward 
Fenys, baron of Clinton, lord high admiral ; 
Wn. lord Howard, of ifingham, lord chain- 
berlain; sir Thos. Cheney, sir Wm. Petre, sir 
John Mason, sir Rd. Sackvil, ynd dr. Wotton, 
dean of Canterbury, Burnet says, that most 


of these counsellors had complicd with all the . 


10. For the contirmation of the’: 


She was pro-_ 
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Thomas earl of Sussex 
Francis e. of Llunting- 
don 
’ Francis ec. of Bedford 
| Win. e, of Pembroke 
Anthony v, Montague 
| Tho, vine. Howard, of 
' ) Bindon 
Edw.Fenysld Chuton, 
Id. bieh adisiral 
War. floward Id. Fe 
fingham, chamber- 
lain of the houshold 
Henry Neviie Lord 
Bersavenny 
J. Touchet ld. Audley 
-Henry Stanley lord 
Grange, eldest son 
to the e, of Derky 
Ten. Parker Id. Morley 
W. Brooke ld Cobham 
George lord ‘Valbot « 
Venry Id. Stafford 
Wm. 1.Grey, of Wilton 
“Ilenry ld. Scroop, of 
| Balten 


| 
4 
\ 


[636 


Edm. Id. ‘Sutton, of 
Dudley 

Henry lord Hastings 

J, Blount lord Mount+ 
ov’ 

Arthur Id. Darcie 

Jota ford Linley 

‘Tho, Stanly Id. Mone 
tecle 

Wilham Id; Bunehe 

Johu Patter Id. St, 
John, ot Lasing,eld- 
est son of the inarq, 
of Winchester. 

Wm, lord Willoughby 
of Parham 

John lord Shetteild 

John Id. Darcie, of. 
Chiche 

Edin. Brugges, lord 
Chandos 

Edw. ld. Hastings 

Venry Carey 
Hunsdon 


Oliver Id. Sp. John, of 


lord 


x 
1 


Blctso 

Jun, 25. the queen was present ta the lords ; 
but nothing is cntered in the Journals but the 
Introdnetian of the lord Yoward, and the lords 


Hastings, Darcy, Hun-don, and St. John of 


changes that had been made in religion, back- 


ward and forward, since the latter end of 
Henry’s reign, and were so dextrous at it, 
that they were still employed in every new 
revolution. ‘The Protestant counseNors, were, 
Wm. Parr, marg. af Northampton; Francis 


recites ene 


Russel, carl of Bedford; sir Vhos. Parry, sir : 


Haw. Rovers, 


sic Amb, Cave, sir) Francis: 


hoolles. sir Wim. Cootl, and sir Nich. Bacon, ° 


soon aticr made lord keeper of the great 
seul. 

A Parl. calied.| Shortly after the corona- 
von, writs were issued, dated at Wesuoninster, 
Dec. 1, tor calling a part. to mect there on 
the 23rd of Jan. folowing, On which dav, 
being all assembled, and the receivers and 
tricrs of petitions appointed, the lord keeper, 
ond other great oihcers of state, declared to 
the whole parl, that, by reason of the queen's 


a ee 


Bletso, by the queen's writs, to take their 
seats in thathouse, Itis remarkable that the 
abbot of Westminster sat there this parl. but 
neveratter, But though the Jouruals are si- 
lent in the speeches, and fuller proceedinys at 
the beginning of this parl, they are aniply sup. 
plied by a careful collector of the parliunenta 
arv proceedinys throughout the whole course 
of this reign. ‘This was sir Simonds D’Ewes, 
knt. and bart. whose authority, as it is une 
questionable, we shall quote from with the 
sume assurance as from the Journals of both 
houses, when they are deficient in any mate- 
rial circumstances, And, the lord keeper's 
speech, at the opening of this parl. being 
oinitted in the Journals, we give it from the 
above collection as follows : : 

The Tord Keeper Bacon’s Speech, on opening, 
the Purl.] “ My lords and masters all; The 


queen's most excellent maj. having summoned 


jndisposition, her anaj. durst not come down | ither her high court of parl, hath conmnand- 


to the house on that day; but had sent a 
writ of prorogation to prorogue the said parl. 
to the 25th inst.; and the said writ was read 
accordingly. Ve tullowing are the 

Names and Titles of the Temporal Lords sum- 
° moncd to attend this Parl, 

‘Win. marg. of Win- Henry earl of West- 


chester, lord high = morcland 
' treasurer ' Francs e. of Shrews- 
Tho. duke of Norfolk, bury 
carl marshalof Eng- Edward earl of Derby 
land Wm.euarl of Worcester 
John earlofOxford,ld. Henry carl of Rutland 
great chamberlain WHeory earl of Cum- 
Weary e. of Arundele —_berlan 


‘ed mc to open and declare the chicf causes 


‘and considerations that moved her thereunta, 


. And bere, my lords, 1 wish (nat without great 


causc) there were inme abilty to do it in such 
order and sort, as is -beseeming for her maj.’s 
honour, and the understanding of this pre= 
sence; and, as the great weightiness and wars 
thiness of the matter doth require it to be 
done. The remembrance whercof, and tha 
number of my imperfections to the well per- 


forming of it, doth indeed (plainly to speak) 


breed in me such a fear and dread, that ag 
from aman abashed, and well nigh astonied, 
you are to hear all that I shall say therein, 
True it is, that some comfort and encourage- 


ment 1 take, through the hope 1 have cone 
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ceived, by that I have seen and heard of vour | to yourselves, whom it toucheth one by one 
gentle sufferance by others, whercot J louk | particularly; thut in this consultation, you, 
upon equal cause equally with others to be | with all humbleness, singleness, and pureness 
aker: and the rather, for that 1am sure | of mind, confirm yourselves together, usioy 
goodwill shall not want in me to do my utter- ; your whole endeavour and dihvence, by laws 
most f and, also, because 1 mean to occupy | and ordinance, to establish that, which b 
as small « time as the ercatness of sucha | your learning and wisdom shall be thought 
cause will vaffer; thinking that to be the | most mect for the well performing of this godly 
mectest medicine to cure yuur tedious hearing, | purpose: and this without respect of honour, 
and mine imperfect and disordered speaking, | rule or sovereignty, profit, pleasure or euse ; 
summarily to say, the immediate cause of this | or of any thing that might touch any person in 
summons and assembly,be consultations,advicc, | estimation or opimion of wit, learting or 
and contentation. For, although divers things | knowledge; and without all regard of other 
that are to be done here in pari. might by | manner of'affection. And therewith, that you 
mneans be -returmed without parl. yet the | will also in this your assembly and conference 
queen’s maj. secking im her consultation of ; clearly torhear, and, as a great enemy to pood 
ri haga contentation by assent, and sure- | council, fly from all ananner of contentiuns, 
ty by advice; and therein reposing herself nut | reasonings and disputations, and all sophisti- 
alittle in your fidclities, wisdoins and discre- | cal, captious and frivolous arguments and 
uons, meaneth not at this time to make any | quiddities, meeter for ostentation of wit, than 
resolutions in any matter of weight, before it | consultation of weighty matters; comelier for 
shall be by you sutticiently and tally debated, | scholars than counsellors ; moré beseeming for 
examimed and considered. Now, the matters | schools, than tur parl. houses. Hesides that 
and causes whereupon you are to consult, are | commonly they be great causes of much ex- 
chiefly and principally 3 points. Of those the | pence of time, and breed few goud resolutions, 
1st is of ‘vel siak in of Jaws, for the accord- | And like as in council, all contention should 
ing and uniting of ees people of the realm | be eschewed, even so by council provision 
ito an uniform order of religion, to the | should be made, that no contentions, contu- 
honour and glory of God, the establishing of | melious, or opprobrious words, as ‘ heretic,’ 
the church, and tranquility of the realm. ‘The | ‘ schismatic,’ ¢ parist,’ and such like names be- 
2nd, for the reforming and removing of all ; ing wurses of such seditious factions and sects, 
enermities and mischicfs, that night hurt or | be used, but mav be banished out of men’s 
hinder the civil orders and policies of this | mouths; as the causers, continuers, and en- 
realm. The 3rd and last, is, advisedly and | creasers of displeasure, hate and inalice; and 
deeply to weigh and consider the estate and | as utter cueintes to all concord and unity, the 
{ 
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condition of this realm, vnd the losses and de- | very marks that you are now come toshoot at.— 
cays that have happened of late to the impc- | Again, as in proceedings herein, great and 
rial crown thcreof; and therefore to advise ; wary consideration is to be had, that nothing 
the best remedies to supply and relicve the | be adsised or done, which any way in conti- 
same. Yor the first, the queen’s maj. having | nuance of time were likely to breed, or nourish 
God before her eyes, and being neither un- |any kind of idolatry or superstition: so, on 
mindful of precepts and divine councils, mean- | the other side, heed is to be taken, that by no 
eth and intendeth im this conference, first and | hcentious or loose handling, any manner of 
chiefly there should be sought the advance- | occasion be given, whercby any contempt, or 
ment of God’s honour and glory, as the sure | irreverent behaviour towards God and gudly 
and infallible foundation, whercupon the poli- | things, or any spice of irreligion might creep 
cies of every good commonwealth are to be | in, or be conceived: the examples of fearfal 
erected and knit; and, as the straicht line, | punishments that have followed these 4 extre- 
whereby ii is wholly to be directed and govern- | mities; I mean, idolatry, superstition, con- 
ed; and, as the chief pillar and Luttress, | tempt, and irreligion, in all ages and times, 
wherewith it is continually to be sustained and | are more‘in number than € can declare, and 
maintained. And, like as the well and per- | better known than I can make recital to you 
fect doing of this, cannot but make good suc- | of. And yet are they not so many, or better 
cess in all the rest, so the remiss and loose | Known than by the continual budding benetits 
dealing in this, cannot but make the rest full and blessings of God to those that have for- 


of imperfections and doubtfulness; which must | saken those extremities, and embraced their 
needs bring with them continual change and | covtraries. And for your better encouraying 
alteration; things much to be eschewed in all | to run this right and strait course, altho: gh 
good governances, and most of all in matters | that which 13 said ought to suthee therctu, I 
of faith and religion; which of their natures | tink I may afhirm, that the good king He ze- 
be, and ought to be most stable-—Wherefore | kiah had no ereater desire to amend what was 
her highness willeth, and most earnestly re~ | amiss m his tirae; nor the noble queen {¢. fer 
quireth you all, first aud principally, for the ; a better heart to overthrow the mighty enemies 
duty you bear unto God, whose cause this is; | to God’s elect, than cur sovercuin lady and 
and then for the service you owe to her maj. { mistress hath to do that may be just and 2c- 
-and your country, whose weal it concerneth | ceptable in God’s sight. ‘Thus ft.ced to this 
yniversally ; aud for the love'you ought to bear | by our duues to God, feared thereto by his 
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age tatii provoked by his benefits, drawn 
y your love to your country and yourselves, 
encouraged by so princely a patroness; let us 
in God's name go about this work, endeavour- 
ing ourselves with all dilicence (as I have be- 
fure said) to make such laws, as may tend to 
the honour and glory of God, tao the establish- 
ment of his church, and to the tranquillity of 
the realm. For the 2d, there is to be consi- 
dered what things by private men devised, be 
practised, and put in use in this real, con- 
trary or hurtful to the commonwealth of the 
saine, for which no laws be yet provided; and 
whether the laws, betore this trme made, be 
sufficient to redress the enormities they were 
meant ty remove; and whether any laws made 
but for a time, be meet to be continued fur 
ever, or fur a season, Besides, whether any 
laws be too severe or too sharp, or tov soft 
and tov gentle: to be short, you are to con- 
sider all other mpertections‘ot laws made, and 
all wants of laws to be made, and thereupon 
to provide the meetest remedies; respecting 
the nature and quality of the disurder and 
offence, the inclination and disposition of the 
peo) and of the manner of the time.— 

or the 3d and last, (a marvellous matter) I 
cannot see how a good true Englishinan can 
enter into the consideration of it, but it must 
breed in his breast two contrary effects; com- 
fort, I mean, and discomtort, joy and zad- 
bess: for, on the one part, how can a man 
(calling to his remembrance that God of his 
divine power and ordinance, hath brought the 
Imperial crown of this realm to a princess, 
that so nobly, diligently, willingly and care- 
fully doth, by the advice of all the estates of 
the realm, scek all the ways and means that 
may be, to returm all disurders and things 
that be amiss; to continue and make firm 
that that is good; to detect and discourage 
these that be dishonest and evil; to execute 
justice in all pomts to all persons, and at all 
tines, without rizour and extremity; and to 
use cleinency without indulgence and fond 
pity.—A princess, I say, that is not, nor ever 
neaneth to be, so wedded in her own will 
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cessity he must needs heartily rejoice, and 
give God thanks for the same! but, my lords, 
the handling of the princely virtues of this 
noble princess, the cause of our rejoicing, of 
purpose I pretermit, partly because [ ever 
supposed it not altogether meet for this pre- 
sence ; but, chiefly, tur that it requireth a per- 
fect and excellent orator, in whom both art 
aud nature concurs, and not to me, a man 
whom both fails. Marry, I wish in my heart, 
an apt person might oft have meet presence, 
and just occasion, to handle this matter, as 
the weightiness of the cause requireth. But, 
as the causes of our rejoicing for such respects 
be (thanks be to God) both many and great; 
so for the cduses of our sadness and discom- 
fort, they be neither few nor litde. But here 
upon ees cause, 4s a man perplexed and 
amazed, I stay, not knowing what is best to 
be done ; very loth I am to utter that which is 
much unpleasant for ine to speak, and as un- 
comfurtable for you to hear: but, because 
sores and wounds be hardly cured, except 
they be well opened and searched, therefore 
constrained of necessity I see I must trouble 
you with these sad matters. What man, that 
either loveth his suvereign, his country, or 
himself; that thinketh of, and weigheth the 
great decays and losses of honour, strength 
and treasure; yea, and the peril that hath 
happened to this imperial crown of late time, 
but must inwardly and earnestly bewail the 
same? Could there have happened to this 
imperial crown a greater loss in honouw, 
strenyth and treasure, than to lose that place, 
I mean Calais, which was in the beginning so 
nobly won, and hath so long time, so bonour- 
ably and ae in all ages and tines, and 
against all attempts, both foreign and near, 
buth of forces and treasons, been defended 
and kept? Did not the keeping of this breed 
fear tu our greatest enemics, and made oup 
fait friends the more assured, and luther to 
break ? Yea, hath not the winning and keeping 
of this bred throughout Europe an honourable 
vpinion and report uf our English nation?— 
Again, what one thing so much preserved and 


and fantasie, that for the satisfaction thercof, , guarded our merchants, their trafic and inter- 


she would do any thing that was likely to bring 
any servitude or bondage to her people; or 
give any just occasion to them of any inward 
grudge, whereby any tumult or stirs might 
arise, as hath deue of late days, things 
mnvst pernicious and pestilent to the common- 
wealth; a princess, that never meaneth or 
intendetl, tor any private affection, to ad- 
vance the cause or quarrel with any foreign 
prince or potcutate, to the destruction of her 
subjects, to the loss of any of her dominions, 
or to the impoverishing of her realm; a prin- 
cess, to whom nothing, what nothing? no, no 
worldiy thing under the sun is so dear, as the 
hearty love and good-will of her nobies and 
subjects; and- to whom nothing is so odible, 


courses, or hath been so great a help for the 
well uttering of our chiet commodities; or 
what, so much as this, hath kept a great 
part of our sca-coasts from spoiling and 
robbing? To be short, the loss of. this is 
much greater than I am able to utter, and 
as yet, as I suppose, is able to be under- 
stood by any: and yet, my lords, if this were 
the whole loss, then might nen have some hope 
in time to come to recover that, that in time hath 
been thus suddenly and strangely lost: but, 
when a man jock further, and considereth 
the marvellous decays and wastes of the reve- 
nues of the crown; the inestimable consump- 
tion of the treasure, levied both of the crown 
and of the subject; the exceeding loss of mu- 


as that they might cause or by any means pro- | nition and artillery; the great loss of divers 
cure the contrary.) How can, I say, a man ' valiant gentlemen of very good service; the 
reweimber this wouderful bent, but of ne- | incredible sum of monies owing at this present, 
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‘and in honour due to be paid, and the biting 
interest that is to be answered for the forbear- 
ance of this debt; therewith remembering the 
strength and mightiness of the enemy, and his 
confederates, and how ready he is upon every 
occasion, upon every side, and in every time, 
tu annoy you; and how the time most inect 
for that purpose draweth on at hand. Again, 
it a man consider the huge and most wonder- 
ful charge, newly grown to the crown, more 
than ever hath heretofore been wont, and now 
of neeessity to be continued; as first, the 
maintenance of garrisons in certain places on 
the sea-coasts, us Portsmouth, with new mu- 
nition and artillery, besides the new increased 
charge for the continual maintenance of the 
English navy to be ever in readiness avainst 
all evil happ>; the strongest wall and detence 
that can be against the eneraies of this island; 
and further also, the new augmentation or 
charge, for the maintenance of a garrison at 
Berwick, and the frontiers northward. In- 
deed, I must confess that in those matters 
mine understanding is but small, and mine 
experience and time to learn less: but, in my 
opinion, this duth excced the antient yearly 
revenuc of the crown. Besides, that double 
s0 much is of necessity to be presently spent, 
about the fortifying of those places in build- 
ings. When, I say, a man remembcreth and 
coneidercth those things, it maketh him so far 
from hope of recovery of that that is lost, 
withont some aid or contribution of the sub- 
ject, that he will judge all to be little enough 
to make and prepare good detence tor that 
that is left.—Lere perchance a question would 
be asked, (and yet I do marvel to hear a 
question made of so plain a matter) what 
should be the cause of this? If it were 
asked, thus I mean to answer; That I think 
no inan so bhad but seeth it, no man so deaf 
but heareth it, nor no man so ignorant but 
understandeth it. Marry, withal, I think there 
Is no man so hard-hcurted in thinking of it, 
but for the restoring of it would adventure 
lands, limbs, yea the life. But now ww the 
remedies, wherein only this I lave to say, 
That as the well looking to the whole univer- 
sally, is the only sure preservation of every. 
one particularly; so scemeth it of all congru- 
ence and reason iucet, that every one parti- 
cularly, by all ways and means, readily and 
gladly, according to his power, should concur 
and join to relieve and assist the whole uni- 
versally. Neither can I see, things standing 
as they do, how any that loveth his country, 
or hath wit to foresee his own surety, can be 
withdrawn from this. Is there any, think you, 
so mad, that having a range of houses in peril 
of fire, would not gladly pluck down part, to 
ve the rest preserved and saved? Doth not 
the wise merchant, in every adventure of 
danger, give part to have the rest assured? 
dese causes well compared, small difference 
shall be found. And for this, (a strange mat- 
ter and scarce credible) with how deaf ag ear, 
“a oe the qucen’s maj. muy, &hdure 
VOL. 1. " 
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to hear of any device that may be burthenous 
to her subjects, I partly do understand, and 
divers others partly perceive. 18 not the cause 
marvellous and pitiful, that the necessity and 
need of this ragged and torn state by mis- 
governance, should by force so bridle and re- 
strain the noble nature of such a princess, 


that she is not able to show such liberality and 
bountifulness to her servants and subjects, as 


her heart and inclination disposeth her high 
ness unto? Whata grief and torment this is 


to a noble mind! what a grief? surely such a 


grict, as but to a noble mind who feels it can- 
not be understood. But for the more plain 
declaration of her highness’s disposition in this 
matter, she hath commanded me to say unto 
you, even from my own mouth, ‘That were it 
not for the preservation of yoursclves, and the 
surety of the state, her highness would sooner 


have adventured her life, (which our lord long 
preserve) than she would have adventured tu 
trouble her loving subject with any offensive 


matter, or that should be burthenous or dis- 


plensant unto them; and for the further no- 
tifying of her highness’s mind herein, she hath 


commanded me to say unto you, That albeit 
you yourselves sec, that this is no matter of 


will, no matter of displeasure, no private 
cause of her own, which in times past have 
been sufficient for princes pretences, (the more 
pity!) but a matter for the universal weal of 
this realm, the defence of our country, the 
preservation of every man, his wife and tamily 
particularly; yct her maj.’s will and pleasure 
is, that nothing shall be demanded or required 
of her loving subjects, but that, which they, 
of their own frec wills and liberalities, be well 
contented, readily and gladly, frankly and 
freely to offer; so great 1s the trust that she 
reposeth in them, and the love and affection 
that her highness beareth towards them, no- 
thing at all doubting, but that they will so 
lovingly, carefully and prudently, consider and 
weigh this great and weighty matter, that such 
provision out of hand be taken thercin, as 
her highness shall be preserved in all honour 
and royal dignity, and you, and the rest of 
her loving subjects, in common, quiet and 
surety. Now, to make an end. The queen’s 
maj.’s pleasure is, that you, her well beloved 
and trusty knights of her shires and burgesses, 
according to your laudable custuim, shall repair 
to your common house, and there deliberately 
and advisedly elect, or rather, amongst so many 
already elect persons, select oue, both grave 
and discreet, who after he be by you presented, 
and that presentation by her highness admitted, 
shall then occupy the ofhce and rooin of your 
common nA and Speaker; and of your 
day of presentation the queen's maj. will give 
you notice.” 

In the same authority we find the ceremo- 
nial speeches made when the commons prc- 
sented sir Thos. Gargrave, knt. as their sceaker 

Act for restoring the First Fruits, §c.) Jan. 
30th, a bill was brought into the lords fur the 
ee and annexation of the FirstFruits and 
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Tenths to the queen’s maj. and imperial crown 
of this realin, and on the 4th of Feb. it passed 
that house, with the addition of reserved rents, 
nomine decimarum, and parsonages impro- 
priste.-On the 9th of Feb. was read for the 
3rd time a bill for the recognition of the queen’s 
title to the imperial crown of this realm, which 
" was, nem. con. assented to, and committed to 
the queen's solicitor and the clerk of the crown 
to carry to the lower house. On the same 
day was read a bill wherein certain offences 
arc declared treason; and another bill against 
scandalous and seditious words. 

Act for restoring the Supremacy.] Jan. 80th, 
a committee of 2+ members of the commons 
were appointcd to tneet and treat of a conve- 
nient subsidy, At the same time jt was res 
commended to them to consider of the validity 
of the summons, both to the last and also this 
present parl. in wliuch said writ, the words 
« supremum ars ecclesim’ were omnitted. 
Feb. 3rd, Mr. Carre} reported from the said 


coinmictee, that it was agreed by them, “ that | 


the want of the said words did not at all hin- 
der, or impeach, the validity of the said writs 
of swnmons to the preceeding parliainents, or 
this now assetabled.” After clearing this point, 
which was agreed to by the whole house, the 
bill itself met with no opposition that we can 
find in their Journal: that house, according to 
Cambden, being now composed of more pro- 


an underhand game in the elections; aud that 
several knights of shires and burgesses tor ci- 
ties and corporations, had been returned for 
this very purpose.” The act which met with 
the greatest opposition in this parl. is inti- 
tled, “‘ an act for restoring the Supremacy to, 
the imperial crown of this realm ; and repeal- 
ing divers acts made to the contrary.” On the 
38th of Feb. the said bill, with certain provi- 
soes added thereto by the lords, and sundry 
other amendments, was concluded in that 
house. The abp. of York, the earl of Shrews- 
bury, the visc. Montague, the bps. of London, 
Winchester, Worcester, Landaff, Coventry, 
Exeter, Chester, Carlisle, and abbot of West- 
minster, dissenting. It was sent down to the 
commons, who kept it till March the 22nd, and 
then returned it to the lords,with a new proviso, 
added by then. This was read thrice on the 
same dey, and concluded; the former abp. 
and bps. dissenting. Mr. Cambden informs 
us, that the 9 prelates above-mentioned vigor- 
‘ously opposed the bill; but he has left us none 
of the arguments used against it. But Mr. 
Strype, that careful collector of ecclesiastical 
memoirs relating to the Reformation, has given 
us two speeches, delivered in the Lords, against 
this Bill of Supremacy. The orators on this 
occasinn were Nicholas Heath, abp. of York, 
and Cuthbert Scott, bp. of Chester; whose 
speeches, though lony, must neverthciess have 
a place in this history. 

— The Abp. of Yerk rose up in hs place, and 
spoke thus; “ My lords all; with humble sub- 
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mission of my whole talk unto your honours, [ 

purpose to speak to the body of this act, 

touching the Supremacy : and that the doiags of 
this honourable asseinbly may thereiurbe always 

further honourable, two things are right need- 

ful and necessary of your wisdoms to be con- 

sidered. 1st, when by the virtue of this act 
of Supremacy, we must forsake and fice from 
the see of Rome, it would be considered by 

your wisdoms what manner of danger and in- 
convenicnce, or else whether there be none at 
all. 2nd, when the intent of this act ts to 
give unto the queen’s highness a supremacy, it 
would be considered of your wisdoms what 
this supremacy is, and whether it do consist in 
spiritual govt. or in temporal. If in temporal, 
whit further authority can this house give unto 
her bichness, than she hath already, by nght 
and inheritance, and not by your gift, but by 
the appointment of God? She being our sove- 
rei7n lord and lady, our king and queen, our 
cmypecror and empress; other kings and princes 
of duty ouglit to pay tribute unto her, she be- 
ing free trom them all. If you will say that 
thiz supremacy duth consist in spiritual govt. 
then it would be considered what this spintual 
vovt. 1s, and in what poimts it doth chiefly re- 
main, Which being first agreed upon, it would 
be further considered of your wisdoms, whe- 
ther this house may grant them unto her high- 


; fess or not; and whether her highness be au 
testants than papists; though the Jatter did | apt person to receive the same or not. 
not stick to say thatsecretary Cecil had played | 


Ard 
by the thorough examination of all these parts, 
your honours shall procecd in this matter 
groundly upon thorough knowledge, and not 
be deceived by ignorance —Now to the 1st 
point, wherein [ promised to examine this for- 
saking and flying from the sce of Rome, what 
matter cither of weight, danger, or inconveni- 
ence doth consist therein? And tf by this our 
relinquishing of the sce of Home there were 
none other matter therein, than a withdrawing 
of our obedience from the pope’s person, 
Paul IV. of that name, which hath declared 
himself to, bea very austere stern father unto 
us, ever since his first entrance into Petcr’s 
Chair, then the cause were not of such great 
Im purtance as it is in very deed; when, by the 
rcliiquishing and forsaking of the see of Rome, 
we must forsake and fly from these four 
things. 1st, we must forsake and fly from all 
general councils, 2nd, we must fly from all 
canonical and ecclesiastical laws of the church 
of Christ. 2rd, from the judgment of all other 
Christian princes. 4th, und lastly, we must 
tursake and fly from the unity of Christ’s 
church, and by leaping out of Peter’s ship, ha- 
zard ourselves to be overwhelmed and drown- 
ed in the waters of schism, sects, and di- 
visions.—First, touching general councils, I 
shall oaly name unto you these 4: Nicere 
council, Constantinopolitan, Ephesine, and 
Chalcedon council, which are approved of all 
men, doubted of or denied of no man. St. 
Gregory writeth in this wise, ‘ sicut enim 
sancti cvangelii quatuor libros, sic hee quatuor 
concilia, sciicct Nicen, Constantinopolitu: 
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Ephesin, et Chalcedonese suscipere ac vene- 
rari me fateor.? At the Nicene council, the 
bps. which were assembled did write their 
epistle to Sylvester, then bp, of Rome, that 
their decrees made there must be confirmed 
by his authority, At the council kept at Con- 
stantinople, all the bps, there were obedient 
to Damase, then bp. of Rome. Le, as chief 
judge of that council, did give sentence against 
the heretics, Macedonians, Sabellians, and 
Eunomians; which Eunomius was both an 
Anan, and the first author of this heresy, that 
only faith doth justify; ad here, by the way, 
it is much to be lamented, that we, the inha- 
bitants of this realm, are much more inclined 
to raise up the errors and sects of ancient and 
condemned heretics, than to follow the ap- 

toved doctrine of the most catholic and 
earned fathers of Christ’s church. At the 
Ephesjn council, Nestorius the heretic was 
condemned by Celestine, then bp. of Rome, 
he being the chief judge there. At Chalcedon 
all the bps, assembled there, did write their 
humble submission unto Leo, then bp. of 
Rome,-wherein they did acknowledge him to 
be their chief head, Therefore, to deny the 
See apostolic, were to contemn and set at 
nought the judgment of these four councils.— 
2nd, we must forsake and fly from all canoni- 
cal and ecclesiastical laws of Christ's church, 
whereunto we hayc already confessed our obe- 
dience at the font, saying, ‘ credo sanctam 
ecclesiam: catholicam ;? which article contain- 
eth, that we must believe not only that there 
isa holy catholic church, but that we must re- 
ceive also the doctrine and sacraments of the 
same.church, obey her laws, and Jive accord 
lag unto the same; which laws do depend 
wholly upon the authority of the sce aposto- 
lic. And like as it was here openly con- 
fessed by the judges of this realin, that the 
laws made and avreed upon in the higher and 
lower house of this hon. parl, be of small or 
none effect, before the real assent of the king 
and prince be given thereto; sembiaby eccle- 
siastical laws made cannot bind the universal 
church of Christ without the real assent and 
confirmation of the see apostolic.—The 8rd, 
we mast forsake and fly from the judgment of 
all Christian princes, whether they be Protes- 
tants or Catholic, when none of them do agree 
with these our doings; king Henry VIII. be- 
ng the very first that ever took upon him the 
ude of Supremacy. And whereas it was of 
late, here in this house, said by an hon, man, 
that the ticle is of right due unto the king, for 
that he is aking, then it would follow, that 
Herod, being a king, should be supreme head 
cf the church at Jerusalem; and Nero, the 
emperor, supreme head of the church of Christ 
at Rome, they both being infidels, and there- 
by no members of Christ's church. And if 
our saviour Jesus Christ, at his departure from 
this world, should have left the spiritual govt. 
of bis church in the hands of emperors and 
kings, and not to have committed the same 
snvo his apostles, how negligent then should 
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he have left his church, it shall appear right 
well; by calling tu your remembrance, that 


the emperor Constantius Magnus was the first 


Christian emperor, and reigned about 300 
years after the absence of Christ: if, therefore, 
by your proposition, Constantine, the first 
Christian emperor, was the first chief head and 
spiritual governor of Christ’s church through- 
out his empire, then it followeth, how that 
our saviour Christ, for that whole tume and 
space of 300 years, until the coming of this 
Constantine, left his church, which be had 
dearly bought by the effusion of his most pre- 
cious blood, without, a head; and therefore 
how untrue the saying of this nobleman was, | 
it shall further appear by the examgie of king 
Qzias, and also of king David; fur when king 
Ozias did tale the ceuser to incense the altar 
of God, the priest Azarias did resist him, and 
expel him out of the temple, and said unto Lim. 
these words, ‘ non est ofticii tui, Ozia, ut ado- 
leas incensum Domino, sed est sacerdotis et. 
filiorum Aaron; ad hujuswmedi. enim officium 
consecrata sunt.’ Now, I shall most humbly 
demand of you this question, When this priest 
Azarias said unto this king Ozias, ‘ non est ot 
ficii tui, &c.’ whether he said truth or no? If 
you answer that he spoke the truth, then the 
king Ozias was not the supreme head of the. 
church of the Jews: if you shall say, no; why 
did God then plague the king with a leprosy, 
and not the priest? The priest Azarias, in re- 
oe the king, and thrusting him out of the 
temple, in so doing, did he play the faithful 
part of asubject, or no? If you answer, no; 
why did God then spare the priest and plague 
the king? If you answer, yea; then it is most 
manifest, Ozias, in that he was a king, could 
not be supreme head of the church. And, as. 
touching the example of king David, im brings 
ing home the ark of God from the Philistines, 
“ad civitatem’ David, whut supremacy and 
uae govt, of God’s ark did king David 
ere take upon hun? Did he pkice himself 
cunongst the priests, or take upon him any spi- 
ritual function unto the pricsts appertaining ? 
Did he approach near unto the ark, or yet 
presume to touch the same; no, doubtless, 
when before be saw Ozias stricken by the hand 
of God for the like arrogency and presump- 
tion; and therefore king David did go froin 
the ark of God with Ba aee: making melody, 
and placed himself amongst the minstrels; and 
so humbly did abase himself, being a. king, as 
to danee, skip, and leap before the ark of 
God, like as is other subjects. Insamuch,, 
that queen Micholl, king Sauls daughter, be- 
holding and seeing the great humility of king, 
David, did disdain thereat, Whereunto king 
David said, ‘ ludam, et vilior fiam, plusquam 
factus sam coram Domino meo, qui me elegit, 
potius quam ‘enohg tuum aut domum patris 
tui.’ And whereas queen Micholl was there- 
fore plagued az the hand of God ‘ perpetua 
ilitete,’ king David received great praise 
for his humility.—Now it may please your, ho- 


nowrs, which of both these kings’ examples ic 
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shall be most convenient for your wisdoms to 
wove our queen’s highness to follow; the ex- 
ample of the proud king Ozias, and by your 
persuasions and counsels to take upon her spi- 
ritual govt. thereby adventuring yourselves to 
be plugued at God’s hands, as king Ozias was; 
or else to follow the example of good king 
David, which in refusal of all spiritual govt. 
about the ark of God, did humble himself as I 
have declared unto you? Whereunto our so- 
vereign lady, the queen’s highness, of her own 

nature very well inclined and bent, we may 
assure ourselves to have of her highness as 
humble, as virtuous, and as godly a mistress to 
reign over us, as ever had English people here 
In this realm; if that her highness be not, by 
our flattery and dissnnulation, seduced and 
beguiled.—4th and last, we must forsake and 
fly trom the unity of Christ’s church, when st. 
Cyprian, that holy martyr, saith, “ that the 
‘unity of the church of Christ doth depend up- 
on the unity of Peter’s authority; therefore, 
by our leaping out of Peter’s ship, we must 
needs be overwhelmed with the waters of 
schism, sects, and divisions. For the same 
holy martyr saith, in his 3rd epistle ‘ ad Cor- 
nelium,’ that all heresies, sects, and schisms 
do spring only for that men will not be obedi- 
ént unto the head bishop of God. And how true 
this saying of Cyprian is, it is apparent to all men 
that listeth to see by the example of the Ger- 
mans, and by the inhabiters of this realm. 
And by our forsaking and flying from the unity 
of the church of Rome, this inconvenicncy, 
ninongst many, must consequently follow 
thereof, That either we must grant the church 
of Rome to be the church of God, or else a 
malignant church. If you answer, that it is of 
God, where Jesus Christ is truly taught, and 
-all his sacraments rightly ministered; how 
then may we disburden ourselves of our forsa- 
king and flying that church, whom we do con- 
fess and acknowledge to be of God, when with 
that church, which is of Ged, we ought to be 
one, and not to adinit any separation? If you 
answer, that the church of Rome is not of 
God, but a malignant church; then it will 
follow, that we, the inhabitants of this realm, 
have not as yct received any benefit of Christ, 
when we have received no other gospel, no 
other doctrine, no other faith, no other sacra- 
ments, than were sént us from the church of 
Rome. First, in king Lucius his days, at whose 
humble epistle the holy martyr Elutherius, 
then hp. of Rome, did send unto this realm 
two holy monks, Faganus and Damianus, by 
whose doctrine we were first put to knowledge 
of the faith of Jesus Christ, of his gospel, and 
of his most blessed sacraments.’ Second, holy 
st. Gregory, being bp. of Rome, did send into 
this realm two other holy monks, st. Augustin 
and Mellitus, to revive the very self same faith 
of Jesns Christ, that was befgre planted in this 
realm in the days of king Lucius. Third and 
last, Paulus Tertius, being bp. of Rome, did 
send the lord cardinal Pole’s good grace, by 
birth a nobleman. of this realm, as bis legate, 


647] 


1558.—Abp. of York’s Specch on the , 648 


to restore us to the same faith that the blessed 
martyr Llutherius and holy st. Gregory had 
planted here in this realm many years before. 

f therefore the church of Rome be not of God, ' 
but a malignant church, then we have been 
deceived all this while ; when the gospel, the 
doctrine, faith and sacraments must be of the 
same nature that the church is of from whence 
itcame. And therefore in relinquishing and 
forsaking of that church, as a malignant charch, 
the inhabitants of this realm shall be forced to 
seck further for another gospel of Christ, other 
doctrine, faith, and sacraments, than we hi- 
therto have received. Which shall breed such 
a schism and error in faith, as was never in any 
christian realm: and therefore of your wis- 
doms worthy consideration, and imaturely to 
be provided for, before you pass this act of 
supremacy.—Thus much touching the first 
chief point. Now to the second; wherein I 
promised’ to move your honours to consider 
what this Supremacy 1s, which we go about by 
virtue of this act, to give unto the queen's 
highness, and whercin it doth consist; as, 
whether in spiritual government, or in tempo- 
ral. Ifin spiritual, like us the words of the 
act do import, ‘ supreme head of the church 
of England, immediate and next under God; 
then it would be considered of your wisdoms 
in what points this spiritual govt. doth consist; 
and the points being well known, it would be 
considered, whether this house have authority 
to grant them, and her highness ability to re- 
ceive the same.—And, as touching the point 
wherein the spiritual govt. doth consist, I have, 
in reading the gospel, observed these four, 
amongst many; whereof the first is to loose 
and bind, when our Saviour, in ordaining Peter 
to be the chief governor of his church, said 
unto him, ‘ Tibi dabo claves regni ccelorum ; 
quodcunque ligaveris super terram, ent hga- 
tum & in ceelis; & quodcunque solveris, erit 
solutum & in celis.’ Now it would be consi- 
dered of your wisdoms, whether you have sufti- 
cient machority to grant unto her highness this 
first point of spiritual govt. and to say to her, 
¢ Tibi dabimus claves regnit cwlorum.’ If you 
say, yea, then we require the sight of your 
warrant and commission by the virtue of Gud’s 
word: and if you say no, then you may be 
well assured, and persuade yourselves, that 
you have no sufficient authority to make her 
highness supreme head of the church here in 
this realm. The 2nd point of spiritual govt. 
is gathered of these words of our Saviour, 
spoken unto Peter in the xxi. ch, of st. John’s 
gospel, ‘ pasce, pasce, pasce.’ Now whether 
your honours have authority, by: this high 
court of parl. to say unto our sovereign lady, 
‘ pasce, pasce, pasce, you must shew your 
warrant and commission. And further, that 
her highness, being a woman by birth and 
nature, is not qualified by God’s word to feed 
the flock of Christ, it appeareth most plainly 
by st, Paul on this wise, saying, ‘ Taceant mie 
liered in Ecclesiis: non enim permittetur eis 


loqui, scd subditas esse, sicut dicit lex.’ aud 


619] PARL. HISTORY, 1 Exizaseru. 1558.—Act for restoring the Supremacy. [650° 


it followcth in the same place, ‘ quod turpe 
est mulieri loqui in ecclesiis.’ And in his 1st 
epistle to Timothy, ch. 2. saith, ‘ Docere 
autem mulieri non permitto, neque dominari 
in virum, sed in silentio esse.” Therctore it 
appeareth, that like as your honours have not 
his authority to give her highness this second 
int of spiritual govt. to teed the flock of 
yhnst; so, by Paul’s doctrine, her highuess 
may not intermeddle herself with the same. 
Therefore she cannot be supreme head of 
Christ’s church here in this realm. The third 
and chief point of spiritual govt. is gathered 
of the words of our Saviour, spoken unto Pe- 
ter, Luke ch. xxii. ‘ Ego rogavi pro te, ut non 
deficiat fides tua: et tu aliquando conversus 
confirma tratres tuos.’ Whereby it appcarcth, 
that one chicf point of spiritual govt. is to 
eovfirm his brethren, and ratify them both by 
wholesome doctrine, and administration of the 
blessed sacraments. But to preach or minis- 
ter the holy sacraments, a woman may not; 
Neither may she be supreme head of the 
church of Christ. The 4th and last point of 
spiritual govt. which I promised to observe 
and note unto you, doth consist in excommu- 
nication, and spiritual punishment, of all such 
as shall approve themselves not to be the obe- 
dient children of Christ’s church. Of the 
which authority our Saviour Christ speaketh, 
in st. Matthew ch. xviii. there saving, ‘ Dic 
ecclesix : si autem ecclesiam non audierit, sit 
‘abi tanquam ethnicus & publicanus.’ And st. 
Paul did excommunicate the notorious forni- 
cator that was amongst the Corinths, by the 
authority of his apostleship. Unto the which 
apostles, Christ, ascending into heaven, did 
leave the whole spiritual yovt. of his church, 
as it appeareth by the plain words of Paul, in 
his epistle to the Ephesians, ch. iv. ‘ ipse dedit 
ecclesie sux quosdain apostolos, alios evange- 
listas, alios pastores & doctores, in opus mi- 
histerii, im edificationcm corporis christi.’ 
But a woman, in ‘the degrées of Christ's 
church, is not called to be ah apostle, nor 
evangelist, nor to be a shepherd, neither a 
doctor, or preacher. Therefore she cannot be 
supreme head of Christ’s militant church,’ nor 
of any part thereof——Thus much I have 
re said, right hon. and my very good lords, 
ainst this act of Supremacy; for the dis- 
charge of my conscience, and for the love, 
dread and fcar, that [ chiefly owe unto God 
and my sovereign lady the qucen’s highness, 
and unto your lordship’s all; when otherwise, 
and without mature consideration of these pre- 
mises, your honours shall never be able to shew 
your faces before your enemies in this matter; 


being so rash an example and spectacle in: 


Christ’s church, as in this realm only to be 
found, and in none other, Thus humbly be- 
sceching your good honours to take in good 
a this rude and plain specch that I bave 
ere used, of much good zcal and will, I shall 
now leave to trouble your honours any longer.” 
‘ It does not appear at what time the above 
speech was delivered; but it was on the 2nd 
teading of the bill, tha, * , 


The Bishop of Chester (Cuthbert Scott) stood 
up and spoke as tullows :—‘ My lord, and my 
lords all; I do perceive that this bill hath now 
been twice read, and by the order of this house 
must. be read the third tine. Which order I 
think was appointed to be observed for ths 
end, that every man being a member of this 
house, should fully wuderstand, and so at large 
speak his mind and conscience in the contents 
of all the bills preferred and read here, betore 
that thev be cnacted and established as laws, 
Wherefore I considering that this bill hath becn 
now twice read, and hath accordingly been 
spoken unto gravely, wisely, and learnedly, by 
divers of this hon. company; and that [ for. 
my part as yet have said nothing therein; I 
shall most humbly desire your good lordships 
to give me leave, and patiently to hear what I 
have to say, as concerning this present bill, 
And yet to contess unto your ldps. the truth; 
there be two things that do much move me, 
and as it were pull me back from speaking any 
thing in this matter. The 1st is, that I per- 
ceive the queen’s highness, whom I pray bod 
long to preserve, is as it were a party therein ; 
unto whoin I do acknowledge that 1 owe obe- 
dience, not only for-wrath and displeasure’s’ 
sake, but for conscience sake, and that by the 
scriptures of God. ‘The 2nd is, thé reverence 
I have té those nobleinen, unto whoin this bill 
was committed to be weighed and considered ; 
whose doings I assure your good ye iS a reat 
comfort not only unto me, but also, us I do 
think, unto all that be of the profession that [ 
am of, with many other besides: 1st, tor that 
their devotion towards Almighty God doth ap- 
pear; seeing they will not sutter the service of 
the church, and the due administration of the 
holy sacraments thereof, to be disannulled, or 
already altered, but to be retained as they have 
been heretofore: and 2nd, for that their cha- 
rity and pity towards poor clergy of this realin, 
doth appear in mitiyating the extream penal- 
ties meritioned in this bill, tor the gainsayers 
of the contents of the same.—But there be two 
other things of more weight, that-do move me 
to speak in this matter what I think. The 1s¢ 
is Almighty God, which I know doth look, 
that, ‘according to the profession whercunte 
(fdthough I be unworthy) I am called, I should 
speak my mind in such matters as ths is, when’ 
they be ‘called in question. Ths 2nd is my 
conscience, which doth urge me to do the 
same.—Wherefore, now to speak of the mat- 
ter, this I say, That our faith and religion is 
maintained and continucd by no one thing so 
much as by unky, which unity 3s continued: 
and maintained in Christ’s church, even as 
concord and good order is muintained in a 
commonwealth. Wherein as we sce for civil. 
quietness, there is appointed in every village 
one constable. And lest there should any va- 
riance fall amongst them, there is, again, in 
in every hundred one head-constable, in whom 
all the other inferiors be as knit in onc, And 
where there be in one shire divers hundreds, . 
to make away all controversics, as might chance 
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amongst the said head-constables of these hun- 
dreds, of that they be joined asin one. The 
sberitls likewise be joined in one price, which 
prince being deprived of his princely authority, 
the unity and concord of that realm is dis- 
solyed, and every man chooseth himself a new 
Jord, Even so it is in the church of Christ, ac- 
cording to the commandment of Sr. Paul. 
There 1s in every village at the least one priest; 


in every city one bp. in whom all the priests | 


within the diocese be knit in one; in every 
province one metropolitan, in whom, for the 
avoiding of controversies, all the bps. of that 
province be joined; and for unity to be ob- 
served amongst the metropolitans, they be like- 
wise joined in one high bp. called the pope, 
whose authority being taken away, the sheep, 
as the scripture saith, be scattered abroad. 
For avoiding whereof, our Saviour Christ, be- 
fore bis death, prayed that we might be all 
one, as his father and he be one; which thing 
cannot be, except we have all one head. And 
therefore Almighty God said by the prophet 
Ezekiel, “I will stir.up over them oue pastor.” 
Aad our Sayjqur Jikewise saith, ** There shall 
be one pastor, and one sheep-fold.” Which 
sentences peradventyre same men will say to 
be aoe only to our Saviour, which, in very 
deed, I must needs grant to be so; yet, this I 
may say, these places be applied to him only, 
as other like places of scripture be; for it is 
said in the scripture, that only God is im- 
mortal; and by participation with him, all we 
that be true christian men be made immartal: 
only God forgiveth sin, and yet, by commission 
froin him, priests have autharity to forgive sin, 
He is only king, and by commission maketh 
kings; and likewise he is only priest after the 
order of Melchisedec, and by commissign mak- 
eth priests: he of himself, and by none ather: 
all te rest by him, and not of themselves, So 
he is our only pastor, and by commission hath 
nade other pastors, and especially one to be 
vicar-general on earth, to govern and rule all his 
whole flock in unity and concord, and in avoids 
ing of schisms and divisions, And likewise as 
he sent one eat ghost, to rule and govern his 
people inwardly, so he appointed one go- 
vernor, to ryle and lead then outwardly.— 
Which one head-governor cannot be applied 
to any temporal prince, For then either we 
must needs grant that the church of Christ 
was not perfect, but rather a mank body with- 
out a head by the space of 300 years and inore, 
(for so long was it after the death of our Sa- 
viour before there was one Christian prince in 
all the-world) or else, Christ appointed an in- 
fidel, being no member of his church, to be 
bead thereof; which both be absurdities, 
in, that Christ appointed no temporal 
rince to be head of his-church it appeareth, 
by that we see in divers kingdoms there be 
divers and sundry princes and rulers; so that 
there should by that means be many heads of 
one body, the which were a monstrous thing. 
Thirdly, That he appointed no temporal prince 
ta be head af the church, it appearcth by the 
( 
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word itsclf spoken by our Saviour ‘ : 
feed,’ which he spoke not to Herod, Pilate, 
nor yet to Tvberius the emperur. But he 
spoke them unto Peter, saying, * Pasce oves 
meas.’ And where peradventure some men 
will cavil and argue of the Greek word spoken 
by our Saviour Christ in that place, which 
doth signify not only to feed, but also to rule 
and govern; I answer, that I do not know 
where that word is appled unto any temporal 
ruler inthe New Testament; and if itso were, 
yet it doth not prove their intent; for other 
manifest and plain places of Scripture do ex: 
clude them from such authority, notwathstand- 
ing that the same scripture doth give them 
very vreat authority, commanding us to obey 
the same; declaring withal, that they bear the 
sword not in vain, nor without cause. But 
now, mark this word ‘ sword,’ which princes 
had before the coming of our Saviour Chinst ; 
and that he did give them any further autho: 
rity we read not, but left them as he found 
them. And as he did give them no spiritual 
authority, so I do not see that he did take any 
temporal rule from them. Wheretore he com- 
manded Peter to put up his sword, because he 
had given him other instruments to use, where- 
in was included his authunty, that is to say, 
the keys of the kingdom of heaven, saying, 
‘tjbi davo claves regni coelorum.” In these 
keys and in exercising of the same, consisteth 
all authority ecclesiastical given by God unto 
any man. Unto whom he hath not by Scrip- 
ture given these keys, they have no right to it. 
Wherefore it followeth, that no temporal 
prince hath any authority in or over the church 
af Christ, sceing that the keys were never 
given unto any of them.—aAnd here I know it 
will be objected against me, that as this place 
doth make against the supremacy ot princes, 
so doth it not make for the primacy of st. 
Peter. For st. John doth witness, in the 20th 
ch. of his gospel, that our Saviour did give the 
keys not only to Peter, but also unto all his 
apostles, when be did breathe upon then, 
saying, * Accipite spiritum sanctum’. Take ye 
the Holy Ghost: whose sins ye forgive be for- 
given to them, and whose sins ye retain are 
retained.’ And divers of the ancient wniters 
do likewise say, That the keys were given 
unto all the apostles. But yet in one place or 
other the same authors do declare, that they 
were given unta Peter principally, as Hillarius, 
where he saith, speaking of that matter, ‘ The 
keys were given to Peter principally, in that 
he was chief and captain of the other.’ And 
if that any man yet will contend, that thg 
place doth give no more authority to Peter 
than to the rest of the apostles, I have read 
another place of scripture, which doth exclude 
the rest of the aposties from equality of 
authority with Peter, in the rule and guvt, 
of the church of Christ, and that is the chang- 
ing of his name: for, at Peter’s first mecting 
with our Saviaur, hig name was Simon, ag it is 
there mentioned in these words, ‘ Simon, the 


sou of Jona, thou shalt be called Cephas, that 
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is to say, @ stone or arock.’ And for what }church. And every one of these sects do ee 


consideration and end Chnst gave dim that 
name, it doth appear in the xvi. of st. Matthew, 
in these words, ‘Tu es Petrus, &c. Thou art 
Peter; 1: e. a stone or a rock, and upon this 
stone or rock I will build my church.’ [ere I 
shall desire you to note, that Peter hath a pro- 
mise midde unto himself alone, which was nade 
to none other of the apostles, that 1s, that as 
he had reccived a new name, so he should 
have a new privilege or preferment, to be the 
foundation, ground and stay of Christ’s church 
being builded upon him; for he was called a 
* rock’or ‘ stone’ for the stability and constancy 
that should always appear in the church, be- 
ing builded upon him a sure foundation and 
immoveable. Which thing doth now appear 
in the succession of Peter: for as concerning 
the other apostles, in their own persons, I do 
not doubt but during their lives natural, they 
were as firm and stable in the faith of Christ 
as Peter was ; but for their succession we have 
no such proof, secing that only the succcssion 
of Peter doth continue in the church of Christ, 
the like appearing in none of the other apos- 
tles. Which is the only stay of the same in 
earth, and undoubtedly shall be until the 
world’s end. ‘This place of scripture, in my 
judgment, if there were no more, is sufficient 
to prove that Peter and his successors be ap- 

oited of Christ to have the rule and govt. of 
ns church in earth above all others, both spiri- 
tual and temporal; and yet I do know that 
there may and also will objections be laid 
against these my sayings. For some will say, 
that Christ himself 1s the stone whereupon his 
church is builded, and some will say, that the 
profession that Peter made of Christ, when he 
said, ‘ Thou art the son of the living God.’ 
Which be’ both true, and yet not repugnant to 
that which I have said before: for all these 3 
understandings, well pondered and considered 
in their divers respects, may stand together. 
But I do think that if the mind and intent of 
our Saviour, when he spake these words, ‘ Thou 
art Peter,’ &c. be well weighed, the place itself 
doth declare, that it is specially to be under- 
standed of the person of Peter and his succes- 


sors. For ee he knowing, that infi-. 


delity and heresies should so encrease and 
abound, that his church and faith should be in 
danger tobe overthrown and extinguished, 
made promise there so to provide by Peter and 
his successors, that it should be always known 
where his faith should he had and sought for 
again, if it were any where lost, unto all men 
that would, with humility, desire, seck after, 
and receive the same.—So that we now, 
if we should understand the place of our 
Saviour Christ, which is the first and true 
stone of this building in very deed, what 
certainty can we have of our faith? Or 
how shall we stay ourselves, wavering in the 
same in this our time? For at this present 
there be abroad in Christendom 34 caste 
sects of opinions, whereof never one agrecth 
with another, and all differ from the catholic 


and athrm constantly, that their profession anc 
doctrine is builded upon Christ, alledgiug scrip- 
ture for the same. And they all and every of 
them, thus challenging Christ to be their foun- 
dation by scripture, how shall any man know 
to which of them he may safely give credit, 
and so obey and follow ?—The fins is to be 
said of Pcter’s confession, wherein we can have 
no sure trial. For every one of these sects or 
heresies doth confess and acknowledge Christ 
to be the son of the livmg God. So that I 
think I may conclude that our Saviour Christ 
in this place, saying, ‘That he would build 
his church upon a stone,’ did mean by the 
stone Peter and his successors, whereunto men 
might safely cleave and lean; as unto a sure 
and an unmoveable rock in matters of faith ; 
knowing certainly that in so doing they shall 
not fall, I mean in faith; as we do most mani- 
festly see it hath come to pass, and continued 
for the space of 1500 years and odd.—I have 
heard objected here of late against the su- 
premacy of Petcr and his successors, divers 
reasons which appear unto me to have in them 
small substance ; as I trust it shall appear 
unto you by the untolding of the same. And 
for the better understanding of the same, I” 
will bring them unto three head places.— 
Whereof the first doth consist in the wicked 
and evil lives, as it is alledeed, of certain popes 
of Rome; which as I do think were nothing so 
wicked as they were reported to have been: 
but let that be, they were so, What then? A 
tman is a man, and, asthe scripture sayeth, 
‘Whatman is he thar sinneth not? again, if that 
our Saviour had made the like warrant anto 
Peter and his successors, as concerning their 
conversation and living, as he did for the con- _ 
tinuance and stability of their faith, and had 

snid unto Peter, ‘I have prayed for thee that 
thou shalt not sin ;” as he said, ¢ I have prayed 
that thy faith shall never fail ;? then their evil 
lives had been an argument to have proved, 
that they had not been the true successors of 
Peter, neither had had any such authority 
given unto them of God. But secing that the 
warrant was made only for ghe continuance 
of their faith, wherein they have hitherto, and 
do yet most constantly stand, without any men- 
tion of their conversation and living, it is in 
my Judgment no proof nor argument against 
the authority and supremacy of the sce of 
Rome: as we see that the adultery aud mur- 
ther committed by king David, doth not di- 
minish the authority of godly Psahns written 
by him; neither the dissulute living and idv- 
latry of king Solomon is prejudicial to divers 
books of scripture written by him; nor yet the 
covetousness of the prophet Balaam did Iet, in 
any condition, the vertue and strength of Gad, 
the blessing of God sent unto the children of 
Israel by him, nor the truth of the prophecy, 
as conccrning the coming of our Saviour, by 
him likewise pronounced ; even so the fives of 
the popes of Rome, where they never so wick- 
ed, cannot be prejudicial tu the authority 
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given to Peter. and his successors, bv the 
mouth of our Saviour.—The sum of the objec- 
tiuns sccondarily made against his authority, 
doth consist (as they do allcdge) in certain ca- 
nons uf the council of Nicene, and the 6th 
council of Carthage, with the departure of the 
Greek church, and other realms now in our 
days from the authority of the said see of 
Rome. As coticerning the council of Nicene, 
Ido marvel that they will alledge any thing 
therein contained in this matter, sceing in the 
pretace of the said council it is declared, that 
this authority which we speak of is given unto 
the said see by no councils or synods ; but by 
the evangelical voice of our Saviour Jesus 
Christ: and iso the fathers of the said coun- 
ceil being condescended and agreed in all snat- 
ters of controversy, moved in that their assein- 
bly, wrote unto the pope, desiring to have their 
decrees confirmed by his authority ; as it doth 
more at large appear in their epistle written in 
that behalf. Further, Athanasius, which was 
present at the said council, and after patriarch 
of Alexandria, doth not only acknowiedge the 
cure and charge of the universal church of 
Christ to be given to Peter and successors, but 
also being universally deprived, did appeal 
unto the pope of Rome, and by him was re- 
stored again. And likewise the 6th council of 
Carthage maketh nothing for their purpuse. 
For the supremacy of the pope was not called 
in question there, but some variance there was 
indeed, which consisteth in this point only, whe- 
ther a bp. or a pricst, being accused and trou- 
bled, and pining himself to have wrong, 
ymivht appeal to Rome tor the better examina- 
thon ad trial of hts cause or no; as one A 
iarius a priest had done then in Africk. 
Vhere was alledged for appellations to be 
made to Rome a canon of Nicene council, 
which indeed was sought for and could not be 
found. Which was no marvel; for whereas 
the tathers in Nicene council made 70 canons; 
through the wickedness of heretics, there was 
then but found remaining only 21. Yet that 
not ichstanding the bps. of Atrick did not long 
uiter submit thcupselves to the church of Rome 
an that point. Also, they use to inculcate the 
authority of thi§ council, tor because that st. 
Augustin was present at it; as he was indeed, 
which maketh directly against them. For st. 
Augustin doth every where in his works ac- 
knowledge the supremacy of st. Peter and his 
successors; us in his 162nd epistle, saying 
thus, ‘In the church of Rome hath always 
been strengtlicued, or flourished, the rule or 
authority of the apostolic chair”——-And where 
T heard a question moved here of late, whe- 
ther that ever the Greek church did acknow- 
ledge the superiority of the church of Rome or 
no? Of the which matter I marvel that any 
niin doth doubt, seemg that the Greck church 
did not only acknowledge, but alsu continue 
in cbedience under the said church of Rome, 
by the space of 800 years at the least, so far as I 
can rend myself, or learn of others. And after 
thatat did first renounce the said authority, it did 
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return again with submission 14 seyeral times, 
as good authors write, und as we may partly 
gather by the council of Florence, which was 
about 141 years ago; whereas the patriarch of 
Constantinople himself was | Paes among 
other bps. and learned men of Greece, in the 
which this matter in controversy was deter. 
mined and agreed upon, as it doth mamfestl 
appeur in the canons uf the said council, 
Mug cver if the Greek church were not under 
the authority and rule of the church of Rome, 
what shall we think of the story of Antheinas, 
patriarch of Constantinople, which was de- 
posed for the heresy of Eutyches, by the pope 
Agapetus. For whose restitution earnest and 
long suit was made by the empress ‘Theodora, 
that then was, first to the pope Silverius, and 
after to his successor Vigilius, and could in no 
condition be obtained. But as touching the 
Greck church, and the departure of the same - 
from the church of Rome ; this we may ey, 
say and conclude, that after it did divide itse 
trom the church of Rome, it did by little and 
little tall into the most extreme miseries, capti- 
vity and bondage ; in the which at this present 
it doth remain. And as concerning other 
countrics that have renounced the aforesaid 
authority, as Germany, Denmark, and as it 
was here said, Polonia; this I have to say, 
that the miseries and calamities that Germany 
hath suffered, since their departure from the 
church of Rome, may be a warning and cxame 
ple to all other nations to learn by, and bes 
ware of the like uttempt. And as for Den- 
mark, I do hear indeed they be very Luthe- 
rans, und have also renounced the pope's au- 
thority; but yet 1 cannot learn, nor hear, that 
either the king of Denmark, or yet any prince 
of Germany, doth take upon him to be called 
‘Supreme head of the church.’ And as for 
Polonia, although it be troubled with heresies, 
as other realms be, yet I cannot learn, that 
either the king, or the clergy thereof, hath, or 
doth give any place to the same, but of the 
contrary doth most earnestly withstand them ; 
ay may right well apncar by certain books set 
out this present year, that is 1558, by a bp. of 
Polonia, called Stanislaus Hosius ; in the which 
itis declared, amongst many other things, that 
earnest suit had been made by the protestants 
to have three things grauted and suttered tu be _ 
practised within that realm; that is to say, 
that pricsts might have wives; to have the 
public service in their vulgar tongue; and the 
sacrainent of the altar mimistred under both 
kinds; which all three were denied them. 
Whereby it appeareth plainly that Polonia is 
not in that case that men reported it to be in. 
But and if it were so, that all these realms, 
yea and more, were gone from the obedience 
of that church, doth it therefure follow that 
the authority thercof is not just? I think not 
so. For as Ferdinandus, now emperor, de- 
scending justly by election trom Constantine 
the great, if tLe empire which was under Con- 
stantine’s rule were divided into 20 partics, it 
hath scarcely one of the 20, arf yct the aw 
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thority of an emperor continueth in him still. 
And as the departure of Gascoigny, Guienne, 
Normandy, Scotland and France, which were 
all somctimes under the imperial crown of 
England, doth not take away the authority. 
thereof, but that it is an imperial crown still; 
even so doth not the departure of these coun- 
tries from the see of Rome, diminish the au- 
thority given unto the same by God... Besi‘les 
that st. Paul saith, ‘ That there shall be a de- 
parting before the day of judgment;’ which 
although some understand of the empire, yet 
the most part refer it to the church of Rome, 
from whence men shall fall and depart by in- 
fidelity and heresies; but whether it shail be 
in all countries at one time or divers times, it is 
uncertain,—Thirdly, there is alleged a provincial 
councilor assembly of the bps. and clergy of this 
realm of England; by whom the authority of 
=P: of Rome was abolished and disan- 
nulled. Which now some inculcate against 
us, as a matter of great weight and authority ; 
whereas in very deed it is to be taken for a- 
matter of small authority, or else none. For 
1st, we know that a particular or a provincial 
council can make no determination against the 
universal church of Christ. 2dly, of the learned 
men that were the docrs-there, so many as be 
dead, before they died were penitent, and 
cried God's mercy for that act: and those that 
do live, as all your Idps. do know, have openly 
revoked the same, acknowledging their error. 
And where some here do say, that they will 
hever trust those men which once denied the 
pope’s authority, and now of the contrary 
' stand in the defence of the same; in my 
Judgment their sayings be not greatly to be 
allowed. For it may happen, as oftentimes it 
doth chance indeed, that a man of honesty, 
worship, yea of honour, may commit treason 
against his prince, and yet by the goodness of 
the same prince be pardoned for that offence; 
shall we determinately say, that man is never 
after to be trusted in the prince’s affairs? Nay, 
God forbid, but rather think of the contrary; 
that he which once hath run so hastily and 
rashly, that he hath overthrown himself and 
fallen, and broken his brow or his shin, will 
after that take heed to walk more warily.. As 
we learn at the apostles of our saviour Christ, 
which did all forsake him and run away, when 
he was‘apprehended and brought before the 
Jews, and specially of st. Peter, which did 
thrice deny him. And yet after, as well 
Peter as all the rest of the apostles, did 
return again to their master Christ; and 
never would after, for neither persecution 
nor death, forsake or deny him any more. 
So that it may appear, although men have 
once gone astray, if they return to the truth 
again, their testimonies in the truth be not 
to be discredited. And so I trust that you 
see that all these reasons and objections, made 
ene the authority of the church of Rome, 
@ of none effect, if they be indifferently 
weighed and considered.—And whereas there 
= a os made here, that @ temporal 
OL. 1. | 


prince, unto whom no ecclesiastical juris- 
diction er rule is given or committed by . 
God, cannot himself be head of the church — 
of Christ; so he .cannot substitute nor ap-. 
point another to exercise any such juris- | 
diction or authority in spiritual matters, .in. - 
or over the church of Christ under him: 
for as it was then said, vo man can give 
to another that thing which he hath not 
himself: whereunto this answer was made, | 
That a prince may give to another that au- 
thority whith he hath not himself, neither 
may exercise; as for example, they alledge, . 
that -a king of himself is not a judge, an 
yet he-hath authority to appoint judges to 
minister justice. And likewise they ad that 
a king himself is no captain, and yet hath 
authority to appoint captains under him, for. 
defence of his realm and overthrow of his. 
enemies ; and even so, say they, he may ap-. 
point and substitute one under him to exercise 
spiritual jurisdiction, although he have no. 
such authority himself. Which reasons appear. 
unto me not only to be very weak and feeble, 
but also to be plain, false and against Scrip» 
ture; which doth declare, that the office of a 
king doth consist especially in these two points, 
which these men deny to be in him; that is, 
playing of the judye, and ministering of jus- 
tice to his subjects; and likewise in playing 
the valiant captain, in defending of the same 
his subjects from all injury and wrong ; as the 
8th ch. of the 1st book of Kings declareth,. 
‘ Our king shall judge us, and he shall go forth 
betore us and he shall fight our battles for us.” 
And likewise Nathan said unto Davyid’s own 
person, ‘ Make me answer according to jus 
tice.’ And likewise Solomon hitnself did give. 
sentence and judgment between the two com- 
mon women, which of them two was the 
mother of the child which was alive. And as, 
for to prove that those kings, with other in the 
Old ‘lestament, were captains themselves in. 
the defence of their realms, is more manifest 
than I shall necd to travel in proving of the 
same.—And thus to draw unto an end, I trust 
our Idps. do see, that for unity and concord 
in faith and religion, to be preserved and con= 
tinued in the church, our saviour, the spouse. 
thereof, hath appointed one head or governor, 
to wit, Peter and his successors, whose faith 
he promised should never decay, as we see 
manifestly it hath not indeed. And for those 
men which write and speak against this autho- 
rity, it therewith their writings and their 
doings be well considered, they shall appear — 
to be such, as small credit or none is to he 

iyen unto in matters of weight, such as this 
is. For who so readeth the 3d ch. of the 2d 
epistle of st. Paul to Timothy, may see them 
there lively described with their doings. And 
specially one sentence therein au be applied 
and verified of them most justly, that 1s, 
‘ Always learning and never coming to the 
knowledge of: truth.’ For as we see them 
vary amongst themselves, one from another, 
so Bo one of them doth agree with himyelf' in 
og as 
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matters of religion two ygars together. And 
as they be gone from the sure rock and stay 
of Christ’s church, so do they rcel and waver 
in their doctrine, where no certainty nor stay 
can be found. Whereof st. Paul doth ad- 
monish us, and teach us in the person of his 
scholar Vnnothy, to be constant im doctrine 
and religion, and not to follow such men. 
For after, in the same chapter, he saith 
thus, © But as for thee, continue in those 
thines which thou hast learned, and which 
be credited unto thee, knowing, of whom 
thou hast learned them.” In which words 
we micht understand, that st. Paul doth not 
move any man to continue in any false or 
untrue doctrine. Wheretore he moveth every 
man to consider, not only his religion and duce 
trine, but also, or rather, the schoolmaster of 
whoin he learned the same. For of the know- 
ledye, constancy, and worthiness of the school- 
inaster, or teacher, .may the doctrine, taught 
by him, be known to be good and sound, or 
otherwise. Now if aman should ask of these 
men in this realm, which dissent from the 
catholic church, not only in this point of the 
supremacy, but also in divers of the chief 
mvsterics of our faith; of whom thev Jearned 
— this doctrine which they hold and teach, they 
must needs answer, that they learned it of the 
Gennans. Then we may demand of them 
aguin, of whom the Gerinans did learn it? 
Whereunto they must answer, that they learned 
it of Luther. Well, then of whom did Luther 
learn it? Whereunto he shall answer himself, 
in his book that he wrote, ‘De missa anculari, 
seu privata;’ where he saith, ‘ That such thing 
as he teacheth against the mass, and the blessed 
sucrament of the altar, he learned of Satan, 
the devil.’ At whose hands, it is like, he did 
tlso receive the rest of lis doctrine. ‘Phen 
here be two points diligently to be noted; 
Ist, That this doctrine 1s not 50 years old, 
for no man taught it betore Luther. And 2dly, 
That Luther doth acknowledge and contess 
the devil to be his schoolmaster in divers 
points of his doctrine. So that if men would 
diligently mind st. Paul's words, where he 
biddeth us ¢ Know of whom we have learned’ 
such doctrine as we hold, they would refuse 
this perverse and wicked doctrine, knowing 
from whom it caine. But if they will ask us 
of whom we learned our doctrine, we answer 
them, that we learned it of our torefathers in 
the catholic church, which hath in it conti- 
nucdly the holv spirit of God for a ruler and 
governor. And again, if they ask of whoin 
our fathers learned this same, we say of their 
forefathers within the same church. And so 
we manually ascend in possession of our doc- 
trine, from age to age, unto the apostle Poter, 
-unto whom, as st. Cyprian saith, our saviour 
Christ did betake his sheep to be fed, and 
upon whom he founded his church.—So that 
now we may be bold to stand in our doctrine 
and religion against our adversaries, secing 
‘that theirs is not yet 50 years old, and 
ours above 1500 years old, ‘They have tor 
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authority and commendation of their religion, 
Luther and his schoolmaster before-mentioned ; 
we have for ours st, Peter and his master 
Christ. So that now, by the doctrifie of Ire- 
nevus, every man inay know where the truth 
is, and whom he should follow; which saith 
thus, ‘ Tu those pricsts, which be in the 
church, we ought to obey, those which have 
their succession from the apostles, who with 
bishop-like succession, have received a sura 
gracious gift, according to the good-will of the 
futher, But for the other, which depart from 
the principal succession, and be gathered in 
whatsoever place, we ought to hold them sus- 
pected, either as heretics and of an evil opi- 
nion, or as making divisions, and proud men, 
and pleasing themselves; or again as hypo- 
crites, doing that for advantage and vain glory, 
which all do fall from the truth.’ And thus I 
inake an end, most hutnbly oe your 
good Idps. for your gentle patience; desinng 
the same likewise to weigh and consider these 
things which I have spoken, as shall be thought 
goud to vour wisdgms.” . 

Ainongst the tefiporal lords, in the opposi- 
tion to the bill of Supremacy, Anthony Brown, 
vise. Montecute, (who had been sent to Rome, 
in the last reign, by the last parl.; aluag with 
Thurlby, bp. of Ely, to procure that England 
micht be restored to the unity of the church 
ot Rume, and obcdience to the apostolic see ;) 
ovt of a sentiment of zeal and honour, says 
Cambden, spoke, in the debate, to this effect : 
‘‘ That it would be a very disgraceful reflec- 
tion upon England, which was so lately and 
so well reconciled to the apostolic see, to 
make so sadden a revolt from it. And, more- 
over, the hazard would be as great as the 
scandal, should the pope thuader out his ex- 
communication; ahd expose the nation, by 
that means, to the rescntment of its neigh- 
bouring eneinies, upon the score of this detec- 
tion. ‘That he, for his part, and by authority 
of parl. and in the name of the whole body 
of England, rendered obedience to the pope; 
the performance of which he could by no 
means dispense with. Ho, therefore, con- 
jured them, with great importunity, not to 
withdraw themselves from the see of Rome; 
to which they were beholden for the first 
christian faith, and the constant defence of it 
ever since.”—-Whiat success all these speeches 
had needs no explanation; the bill passed into 
a law; and is the first among the other printed 
statutes of this reign. ‘This act renews all the 
laws of Henry VIL. which Mary bad repealed, 
ns well ay those of Edw. VI. in favour of the 
Reformation. 

A Subsidy.| Feb. 11, two bills were sent 
up by the commons; the one for a Subsidy of 
two 15ths and two 10ths, granted by them, the. 
other fur tonnage and poundage given also for 
lite. The first was passed by the lords on the 
' t6th; and the latteronthe 20th. A petition was 
! delivered to the Lords, by the knights and bur 
| aretsbs of the Welsh shires, and the county pa- 
| latine of Chester, praying to be respited, and. 
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that since they are mortal themselves, they 
may secure the kingdom from that fate. Now 
it is in your maj.’s power to: conter this kind 
move the queen, about this mattcr, by the lord | of immortality upon vour kingdoin of England, 
keeper, to know her majesty’s pleasure here-| by accepting a husband, who may prove a 
m; which, after they understood, an order | support and comfort to you, in all changes of 
was made that the said counties should be al- | fortune; besides that your maj.’s temper and 
lowed a year’s time, after the assessment of | age, person and fortune, seem to plead hard 
these taxes was laid by the commissioners, to | for such a change of state. For it cannot be 
discharge them in; and this award was or-| doubted, but the single zeal and assiduity of 
dered to be entered in their Journal. such a relation will dispatch more business, 
_ Resolution relating to Privilege of Peers.]| and to better purpose, than the joint endea- 
In the said Journals is also an entry made, re- | vours of a great many who are less concerned, 
lating to the Privileges of the peers. “‘ Where- | Nor indeed can any thing have a worse intlue 
asone John Broxham hath brought one assize | ence upon the public, than that a princess, 
against the lord Willoughby of Parham, to be | whose marriage must nceds produce the twin 
tried at and in the assizes and sessions, now | blessings of peace and safety to a kingdom, 
next to be holden at Lincoln. Upon com-| should, like a nun profest, condemn herselt to 
aint and petition of the said lord Willough- | a single state, Since your maj. has received 
by, for that he necessarily attendeth the par-| the kingdom by way of inheritance from your 
liament, so as he cannot with his learned | royal ancestors, you ought to continue it down 
council, some of whom likewise be burgesses | to such as may prove the glory and the security 
of this parl. be at the said sessions and assizes, | thereof. Besides, the kings of England have 
Kt is therefore ordered and decreed, by the | ever shewn a more than ordinary concern that 
lords in parl. that an injunction presently be | the royal family might not be extinct tor want 
awarded out of the chancery, to the said John } of issue: hence was it, that your royal grand- 
Broxham, his counsellors and attornies, com-| father, Henry VII, did (within our freshest 
manding them, and every of them, upon | memory) provide suitable inatches for his sons 
the pain of 5U0l. that they nor none of them { Arthur and Henry, though they were bath very 
im any wise proceed in and to that trial of the | young. And tor the same reason, your roval 
said assize, at this assizcs now next to be| father courted Mary queen of Scots, tor his 
holden at Lincoln ntoresaid.” son prince Edward, who was then but 8 years 
The Commons address the Queen to marry.]}| old. And it is not very long since vour sister, 
Feb. 4th, a motion was made in the Commons | queen Mary, though pretty well advanced in 
to address her maj. on the subject of her mare | ycars, was married to Philip of Spain. Now, 
nage. This was seconded by several; though } if the lot of barrenness, whether it tell to the 
the substance of the arguments made use of on | share of princes or peasauts, was always look- 
this occasion are omitted in the Journul. On | cd on as the most grievous misfortune, what a 
the 6th it was agreed by the whole house, that | weighty guilt must that princess contract, who 
30 of their members should go with the Speak- | shall make this punishment her option; from 
er, and attend upon the queen that afternoon | whence innumerable evils must arise to the 
with their address. However, it was not pre- | commonwealth, and sueh misfortunes as are 
sented till the 10th, to try to get the lords to | not even to be thought of without dread and 
second it; but they, says Cumden, refused, for | horror, That matters may never come to this 
fear they should be suspected of a design to | sad pass, not only the small number of us thas 
ferve their own ends by it. Wherefore, on | are here present, but all England in general, 
the day aforesaid, sir Tho. Gargrave, the | and every one of your subjects iu particular, 
Speaker, and the committee, waited upon the | cast themselves at your maj.’s fect, and with 
queen, when he delivered himself to her in| the deepest concern tender this humble, bug 
these words : pressing and carnest address.” 
_ “ May it please the queen's highness; there | The following is the queen’s answer to this 
is nothing that we more carnestly desire of | speech, as it is preserved in D’Ewe’s Journal. 
God in our daily prayers, than that the happi-| _ ‘ Gentlemen; as I have good cause, so do 
ness we have hitherto enjoyed in the equity | I give you alk my hearty thanks, tor the good 


and justice of your maj.’s govt. may be cont | zeal and loving care you seem to have, as well 
towatds me, us to the whole estate of your 


dued to this nation down to the latest poste- : 
nty. But how to effect this, amidst all the | country. Your petition, I perceive, consisteth 
variety of our aims aad endeavours, we must | of three parts, and my answer to the same 
profess ourselves at a loss, unless either your | shalt depend of two. And tothe tet part, I 
maj. were to reign:for ever (a blessing which | may say unto you, that from my years of un- 
derstanding, since I first had consideration of 


It were in vain to hope for) or would vouch- 
safe to accept some match capable of supply- | myself to be born a servant of Almighty God, 
I happily chose this kind of life, in the which 


ing heirs to your royal virtues ind dominions, > 
which God grant, since it is the hearty and | I yet live; which I assure you, for mine own 
art, hath hitherto best contented myself, and 


united wish of all your subjects. It ought to 
be the main concern of persons of all ranks | I trust hath been most acceptable unto God ; 


and degrees whatever (of princes especially) | fram the which, if either wmbition of high 


have longer time allowed them, for the pay- 
ment of the subsidies and myses charged upon 
those counties. The lords thought proper to 
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estate offered to me in marriage, by the plea- 


sure and appointment of my prince (whereof 


Ihave some record in this presence, as you 
our treasurer well know), or if eschewing the 
danger of mine enemies, or the avoiding the 
peru of death, whose messenger, or rather a 
continual watchman, the prince’s indignation, 


was no little time daily before mine eyes, by: 


whose ineans, although I know, -or justly may 
suspect, yet I will not now utter; or if the 
whole cause were in my sister herself, I will 
not now burden her therewith, because I will 
not charge the dead; if any of ‘these, J say, 
could have drawn or dissuaded me frum this 
kind of life, 1 had not now remained in this 
estate wherein you see me; but so constant 
have I always continued in this determination, 
although my youth and words may seem to 
some hardly to agree together; yet is it most 
true, that.at this dayI stand free from any 
other meaning, that either I have had in times 
past, or have at this present, with which 


trade of life I am so thoroughly acquainted, 


that I trust God, who hath hitherto herein 
aaa and led me by the hand, will not of 

is goodness suffer me to go alone.—For the 
other part, the manner of yorr petition I do 
well like, and take it in. good part, because it 
is simple, and containeth no limitation of 
place or person: if it had been otherwise, I 
must neceds.have misliked it very much, and 
thought it in you a very great presumption, 
being unfitting, and altogether unmcet for you 
to require them that may command you; or 
those to appoint, whose parts are to desire; or 
such to bind and limit, whose duties are to 
obey; or to take upon you to draw my love to 
your liking, or frame my will according to 
your fantasy; fora guerdon constrained, and 
er freely yiven, can Dever agree together. 

evertheless, if any of you be in suspect, 
whensoever it may please God to incline my 
heart to another kind of hfe, you may well 
assure yourselves, my meaning is not to deter- 
mune any thing wherewith the realm may or 
shall have just cause to be discontent. And 
' therefore put that clean out of vour heads. 
For I assure you, (what credit my assurance 
may have with you I cannot tell, but what 
credit it shall deserve to have the sequel shall 
declare) I will never in that matter conclude 
any thing that sball be prejudicial to the 
realm, lor the weal, good, and safety where- 
of I will never shun to spend my life; and 
whomsoever it shail be my chance to light up-~ 
on, I trust he shall be such as shall be as care- 
ful for the realin &s you; I will not say as my- 
self, because I cannot so certainly determine 
of any other; but bv my desire he shall be such 
as shall’ be as caretul for the preservation of 
the realm and you as myself. And albeit it 
might please Almighty God to continue me 
still in this mind, to live out of the state of 
tharriage, yet is it not to be feared, but he will 
so work in my heart, and in your wisdom, as 
good provision, by bis help, may be made, 
whereby the realm sball not remain destitute 


*- 


of any heir that may be a fit governor, and 
peradventure more beneficial to the realm, 
than such offspring as may come of me: for 
though I- be never so careful of your well- 
doing, and mind ever so to be, yet may my - 
sue grow out of kind, and become aig une 
gracious. And in the end, this shall be for 
me sufficient, that a marble stone shall de« 
clare, that a queen having reigned such a time 
lived and died a virgin. And here | end, and 
take your coming to me in good part, and 
give unto all my hearty thanks; more yet for 
your zeal and good meaning than for your per 
tition.” at 

Act respecting the Liturgy.} In this parl. 
an act was passed for the uniformity of the 
Common Prayer and Service in the church, 
and the administration of Sacraments. By 
this act, the Liturgy and the Sacraments, 
established in Edward VI.’s time, were to be 
used and administered in all churches, with 
very little variation, ‘under a certain penalty 
to such as should pone to corrupt them, 
or resort to any other, Against this bill we 
have two speeches, in “ Strype’s Annals,” 
made by two zealous Catholic divines, vi. 
dr. Feckenham, abbot of Westminster, the 
last of bis order that ever spoke in that house; 
and the same dr. Scott, bp. of Chester, whose 
speech we have just given. The following are 
copies of the said speeches. 

Abbot Feckenhum rose and said: “ Hor} 
and my very good lords, having at this present 
two sundry kinds of religion here propounded 
and set forth before your honours, being al- 
ready in possession of the one of them, end 
your fathers before you, for the space of 1400 

cars past here in this realme, lyke as I shall 
Nerealter prove unto you; the other religion 
here set ip a bovk to be received and estab- 
lished by the authority of this high court of 
parl. and to take its effect here. in this realm 
at Midsummer next coming. And you being, 
asI know, right well desirous to have some 
proof or sure knowledge, which of both these 
relizions is the better, and most worthy to be 
established here in this realm, and to. be pre- 
fered before the other; I will, for my part, 
and for the discharge of my doty, 1st, unto 
God; 2nd, unto eur sovercign lady the queens 
highness; Srd, urito your honours and to the 
whole commons of this realm; here set forth 
and express unto you, 3 brie! rules and les- 
sons, whereby your honours shall be able to 
put difference betwixt the true religion of God 
and the counterfeit, and therein never be de- 
ceived. The 1st of these 3 rules or lessons 15, 
that in your search and trial-making, your ho- 
nours must observe, which af them both hath 
been of most antiquity, and most observed ™ 
the church of Christ, of all men, at all umes 
and seasons, and in all -places; The 2nd, 
which of them doth-is of itself more stedtast, 
and always forth one and ble with i- 
self, ‘Tbe Srd and last rule to be considered 
of your wisdoms is, which of these rehyions 
doth breed the more bumble and obccicst 
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subjects, first unto God, and next unto our 
sovereign lady the queen’s highness, and all 
superior powers, — Concerning the first rule 
and lesson, it cannot be truly aifirmed, or yet 
thought of any man, that is new religion, 
ere now to be set forth in this book, hath 
en observed jn Christ’s church of all Chris- 
tian men, aft all times, and in all places; 
when the same hath been observed only here 
jn this realm, and that for a short time, 
not much passing the space of two years, and 
that in king Edward VI. bis days; whereas 
the religion, and the very same manner of 
serving and honouring of God, of the which 
you are at this present in possession, did be- 
in here in this realm 1400 years past in king 
Tacius's days, the first Christian king of this 
realm; by whose humble letters sent to the 
Eleutherius, he sent to this realm two 

Po y monks, the one called Damianus, the 
other Faganus; and they, as embussadors sent 
from the see apostolic of Rome, did bring into 
this realm, so many years past, the very sume 
religion whereof we are now in possession ; 
and in the Latin tongue, as the ancicnt histo- 
riographer Gildas witnesseth, in the prologue 
and beginning of his book of the Britain his- 
“oat And the same religion, so lang ago begun, 
hath had this long continuance ever since m 
this realm; and only of the inhabitants there- 
of, but also generally of all Christian men, and 
yn all places of Christendom, until the late 
days of Edw. VI. as is aforesaid, Whereby it 
appeareth unto all men that list to know, how 
that by this rule and lesson, the ancient reli- 
gion and manner of serving of God (whereof 
we are already in possession) is the very true 
and perfect religion, and of God.—Touching 
the 2nd rule and {esson of trial-making and 
brea whether of both these religians is 
he better and most worthy of observation 
here in this realm, is this, that your honours 
roust observe which of both these is the most 
stayed religiqn, and always forth one, and 
agreeable with itself. And that the new reli- 
10n here now to be set forth in this buok is no 
Stayed religion, nor always forth one, ‘nor 
agreeable with itgelf, who seeth it not; when. 
in the late practice thereof in Edw. VI.’s days, 
how changeable and how variable was it in 
and to itself? Every other year having a new, 
book devised thereof; and every book being 
set forth, as they professed, according to the 
-gincere word of God, never any one of them 
agreeing in all points with the other: the first 
book afhrmig the 7 sacraments, and the real 
presence of Christ’s body in the holy eucha- 
rist; the other gens the same: the one 
book admitting the real presence of Christ’s 
body in the said sacrament to be reccived in 
one kind, with kneeling down, and great reve- 
reace done unto it, and that in unleavened 
bread; and the other book would have the 
mmunion received in both the kinds, and in 
af hread, without any reverence, but only 
to the body of Christ in heavev. But the 
thing most worthy to he abperved of your ho- 


nours is, how that every book made a shew to 
be set forth according to the sincere word of 
God, and not one of them did agree with ano- 
ther. And what marvel, I pray you, whea 
the autfiors and devisors of the same books 
could not agree amongst themselves, nor vet 
any one of them might be found that did jong 
acrce with himself? And for the proof thero- 
of, I shall first begin with the German writers, 
the chief schoolmasters and instructors of our 
countrymen in all these novelties—<And I do 
read in an epistle, which, Philip Melancthon 
did write unto one Frederico Miconijno, how 
that one Carolostadius was the first mover and 
beginner of the late sedition in Germany, 
touching the sacrament of the altar, and the 
denying of Christ’s real presence in the same, 
And when he should come to interpret those. 
words of our saviour Christ; ‘ accepit panei, 
bencdixit, fregit, deditque discipulis suis, die 
cens, accepite, et comedite, hoc est corpus 
meum, quod pro vobis tradetur; digito, inquit 
ille, anonstravit visibile corpus suum.’ By 
which interpretation of Carolostadius, Christ 
should with the one hand give unto his disci- 
ples bread to eat, and with the other hand 
point unto his visible body that was there pre- 
sent, and say, “this is my body, which siall 
be betrayed for you.” Martin Luther, much 
offended with this foolish exposition made by 
Carolostadius, of the words of Christ, ‘ hoe 
est corpus meum,’ he giveth another ‘sense, 
and saith that German, ‘* sensus verborum 
Christi,’ was this, ‘ per hunc panem, vel cum 
isto pane, En! Do vobis corpus meum.’ Bus 
Zuinglius finding much fault with-the interpre- 
tation of Martin Luther, writeth, that Luther 
therein was much deceived, and how that in 
these words of Christ, * hoc est corpus meam,’ 
the verb substantive ‘ est’ must be taken fop 
‘ significat,’ and this word ‘ corpus (quod pro 
vobis tradedury must be taken ‘ pro figura 
corporis.”: So that the true sense of these 
words of Christ, ‘ hoc est corpus meum,’ by 
Zuinglius’s supposal, is ‘ hac significat corpug 
meuin, vel est figura corporis mei.’ Peter 
‘Martyr being of late here in this realm, im his 
|book by him set forth, of the disputation 
which he had in Oxford, with the learned stu 
dents there of this matter, giveth another 
sense of these words of Christ, contrary unto 
all the rest, and there saith thus, ‘ quod 
Christus accipiens panem benedixit, fregit, 
deditque discipulis suis, dicens, hoc est cor- 
pus meum; quasi diceret corpus meum, per 
fidem perceptum, erit vobis pro pane, vel instar 
panis.’” Whose sense in the English is this, 
“ that Christ’s body, received by faith, should be 
unto you as bread, or instead of the bread.” — 
But here to cease any further to speak of these 
German writers, I shall draw nearer home, as 
unto dr. Cranmer, late abp. of Canterbury, im 
this: realm; how contrary was he unto himself 
m this matter? When in one year he did set 
forth a catechism in-the English tongue, and 
did dedicate the same unto Edw. VI. wherein 
he did amost constanuy. affirm and defend. the 
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real presence of Christ’s body in the holy 
eucharist; and very shortly atter he did set 
forth another book, wherein he did most 
shamefully deny the same, falsifving both 
the scnptures and doctors, to the no small 
admiration of all the Jearned readers. Dr. 
Ridley, the notablest learned of that reli- 
-gporn mm this realm, did set forth at Paul's 
cross, the real presence of Christ’s body in 
the sacrament, with these words, which I 
heard, bcing there present: ‘ How that the 
devil did believe the son of God was able to 
make of stones bread ; and we English people, 
which do confess that Jesus Christ was the 
wery son of Ged, yet will not believe that he 
did make of bread his very body, flesh and 
blood. Therefore we are worse than the 
devil; seeing that our saviour Christ, by ex- 
press words, most plainly afirmed the same, 
when at the last supper he took bread, and 
- gaid unto his disciples, ‘ Tuke ye, oat, this is 
my body, which shall be given for you.’ And 
shortly after the said dr. Ridley, notwithstand- 
ang this most plain and open speech at Paul’s 
cross, did. deny the same. And in the last 
book that dr. Cranmer and his accomplices 
did set forth of the communion, in Edw. VI. 
days, these plain words of Christ, ‘ Hoc est 
Corpus meum,’ did so encumber them and 
trouble their wits, that they did leave out in 
the same last book, this verb substantive ‘ est;’ 
and made the sense of Christ’s words to be 
there Enghshed, ‘Take, eat this my body,’ 
and left out there, this ‘is’ my body; which 
thing being espicd by others, and creat fault 
found withall, then they were fain to patch up 
the matter, with a little vicce of paper clapped 
over the foresaid words, wherein was written 
this verb substantive ‘ est.’ The dealing here- 
~mth being so uncertain, both of the Gennan 
writers and English; and one of them so 
much against another, your honours may be 
well assured, that this religion which by them 
is set forth, can be no constant, no stayed 
region. And therefore of your honours not 
to be received, but great wisdom it were for 
your honours to refuse the same; until you 
shall perceive bettcr agreement amongst the 
authors and setters forth of the same. —Touch- 
ang the 3d and last rule of trial-making, and 
utting of difference between these religions, 
it is to be considered of your honours which 
of them both doth breed more obedient, hum- 
ble and better subjects; 1st and chieily unto 
our Saviour and Redeemer; 2nd, unto our so- 
vereign lady the queen’s highness, and to all 
other supenors. And for some trial and pro- 
bation thereof, IT shall desire your honours to 
consider the sudden mutation of the subjccts 
of this realm, since the death of the gond 
queen Mary; only caused in them by the 
hale of this new religion: when in queen 
ary’s days, your honours do know night well 
how the people of this realm did live in an 
order; and would not run before laws, nor 
openly disobey the queen’s proceedings and 
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| churches, pulling down of altars, and most 
blasphemous treadings of sacraments under 


There was go spoiling of 
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their fect, and hanging up the knave of clubs 

in the place thercof. There was ne scotching 

nor cutting of the faces and legs of the crucifix 

and image of Christ; there was no open fleshe 
eating, nor shambles keeping in the Lent and 
days prohibited, The subjects of this realm, 
and especially the nobility and such as were 
of the honeurable council, did in queen Mary's 
days know the way unto churches and ap, hs 
there to begin their days work, with ing 
for help and grace by humble prayers an 

serving of God. And now since the coming 
and reign of our most sovercign and dear lady 
queen Elizabeth, by the only preachers and 
scaffold-playcrs of this new religion, all things 
are turned upside down; and notwithstanding 
the queen's proclamations most godly made to 
the contrary, and her virtuous example of 
living, sufficient to move the hearts of all 
obedicnt subjects to the due service and ho- 
nour of God. But obedience is gone, humk 
lity and meekness clear abolished, virtuous 
chastity and strait living denicd, as though 
thev had never been heard of in this realm, 
all degrees and kinds being desirous of fteshly 
and carnal liberty; whereby the young spring- 
als and children are degencrate from their nae 
tural fathers, the servants contemptors of thew 
masters commandments, the subjects disobe- 
dient unto God and all superior powers.—And 
therefore, honourable and my very good lords, 
of my part to minister some occasion uato 
your honours to expel, avoid and put out of 
this realm this new religion, whose fruits are 
already so manifestly known to be, as I have 
repeated; and to persuade your honours to 
avoid it, as much as in me lyeth, and to per 
severe and continue stedfustly in the samo 
relizion, whereof you are in posscssion, and 
have alrendy made profession of the same 
unto God; I shall rehearse unto your honours 
4 things, whereby the holy doctor st, Augus- 
tin was Continued in the catholic church and 
religion of Christ, which he had received, and 
would by no means change, nor alter from the 
same. The ist of these 4 things was, ‘ Ipsa 
authoritas ecclesize christi miraculis inchoata, 
spe nutrita, charitate aucta, vetustate firmata.’ 
The 2d thing was, ‘Populi christiani consensus 
et unitas.. The 3d was, ‘ Perpetua sacerdotum 
successio in sede petri.” The 4th was, ‘Ipsum 
catholici nomen,’ If these 4 things did cause 
so notable and learned a clerk as st. Augustin 
was, to continue in his professed religion of 
Christ without all change and alteration, how 
much then ought they to work the like effect 
in your hearts, and not to forsake your pro- 
fessed religion? 1st, because it hath the au- 
thority of Christ. 9d, because it bath the 
consent and agreement of christian people, 
3d, because it hath the confirmation of all 
Peter’s successors in the see apostolic. 4th, it 
hath, ‘Ipsum catholice nomen,’ and in all 
times and seasons called, ‘ The catholic relte 


gion of Christ,’ Thus bold have I beep te 
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trouble your honours with so tedious and long 

oration; for the discharging, as I said be- 
fore, of my duty, ist, unto God, 2d, unto 
our sovereign lady the queen’s highness, Sd, 
unto your honours, aud all other subjects of 


this realm; most humbly beseeching your ho- | 


nours to take it in good part, and to be spoken 
of me for the only causes abovesaid, and for 
none other.” ; 
The Bp. of Chester (dr. Scot) spoke as follows: 
— This bill doth appear unto me such one, 
as that it is much to be lamented, that it 
should be suffered either to be rend, yea or 
any ear to be given unto it of christian men, 
or so hon. an assembly as this is: for it doth 
not only call in question those things which we 
ought to reverence without any doubt moving ; 
but maketh further earnest request for alter- 
ance, yea, for the clear abolishing of the 
same, And that this may more evidently 
appear, I shall desire your idps. to consider, 
t our bie ee as it was here of late dis- 
creetly, godly, and learnecly declarcd, doth 
consist partly in inward things, as in Faith, 
Hope and Charity; and partly in outward 
things, as in common prayers, and the holy 
sacraments uniformly ministered. Now as 
concerning these outward things, this bill 
doth clearly extinguish them, setting in their 
laces I cannot tell what. ‘And the inward it 
oth also so shake, that it leaveth them very 
bare and feeble. For 1st, by this. bill chris- 
uian charity is taken away, in that the unity 
of Christ’s church is broken: for it is said, 
* nunquam relinquunt unitatem, qui non prius 
amittunt charitatem.’ And st. Paul saith, 
‘That charity is vinculum perfectionis,’- the 
bond or chain of perfection, wherewith we be 
knit and joined together in one. Which bond 
being loosed, we must needs fall one from 
another, in divers parties and sects, as we see 
we do at this present. And as touching our 
Faith, it is evident that divers of the articles 
aud mysteries thereof be also not only called 
into duubt, but partly openly and partly ob- 
scurely, and yct in very deed, as the other, 
flatly denied. Now these two, I mean faith 
and charity, being in this casc, hope is either 
lcft alone, or else presumption set in her 
place; whereupon for the most part despc- 
ration. doth follow; from the which I pray 
God preserve all men.—Wherefore these mat- 
ters mentioned in this bill, wherein our whole 
religion consisteth, we ought, I say, to revo- 
rence, and not to call nto question. Foras a 
learned man writeth, ‘To seck after the things 
which be manifestly opened, to call back or 
retract things e perfect, and to pull up 
again matters defined, what other thing-is it, 
than not to give thanks for. benefits received?” 
Likewise, saith holy Athanasius, ‘ It is a su- 
perfluous thing, to call into judgment aguin 
matters which have been tried, decreed aud 
manifestly declared, by so many and such 
bishops. For no man will deny, but if the 
be now examined again, and of new qiedged, 
and after that examimed again and again, this 
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curiosity will never come to any end.’ And as 
= . +f . ° . . . « 
it is suid in ecclesiustica historia, ‘If it sball 


be lawful every day to call our faith in ques- 
tion, we shall never be certain of our faith.” 
Now if Athanasius did think, that no man 
ought to doubt of matters determined in the 
council of Nice, where there was present 318 
bps.; how much less ought we to doubt of 
matters determined, and practised in the 
holy catholic church of Christ, by 300,000 
bps. and how many more we cannot tell.— 
And as for the certainty of our faith, wherevf 
the story of the church doth speak, it is a 
thing of all others most necessnry; and if® 
shall hang upon an act of parl. we have buta 
weak staff to lean unto. «And yet I shall de- 
sire your Idps. not to take me here as to speak 
in derogation of the parl. which I acknow- 
ledce to be of great strength in matters where- 
unto it extendeth. But fur matters in reli- 
gion, I do not think that it ought to be med- 
dled withal, partly for the certainty which 
ought to be in our faith and religion, and the 
uncertainty of the statutes and acts of pari. 
For we see, that oftentimes that which is csta- 
bhshed by parl. one year, is abrogated the 
next, and the contrary allowed. And we see 
also that one ding disalluweth the statutes 
mide under the other. But our faith and 
religion ought to be most certain, and one in | 
all times, and in no condition wavering: for: 
as st. James saith, ‘Te that doubtcth, or stag- 
gereth in his faith, is like the waves of the sea, 
and shall obtain nothing at the hands of God.’ 
And partly fur that the parl. consisteth for the 
most part of noblemen of this realm, and certain 
of the commons, being lay and temporal men; 
which, although they be both of good wisdom 
and learning, vet nut so studied nor exercised 
in the scriptures, and the holy doctors and 
practices of the church, as to be competent 
Judges in such matters. Neither duta it apper- 
tain to their vocatiun; yea, and that by your 
Idp.’s own judgment; as may well be pathered 
of one fact, which I reincanver was done this 
arl. tine, which was this. There was a no- 
yleman’s son arrestcd and committed unto 
ward 3 which matcer, being opened here unto 
ba ldps. was thought to be an injury to this 
iouse; whereupon as well the young gent. as 
the officer that did arrest him, and the party 
by whose means he was arrested, were all sent 
fur, and commanded to appear here before 
your ldps.; which was done accordingly. Yet 
before the parties were suffered to come inta 
the house, it was thought expedient to have. 
the whole matter considgred, lest this house 
should intermedd!e with matters not pertaine 
ing unto it. In treating whereof there wag 
found 3 points; 1st, there was a debt, and 
that your Idps. did remit to the common law, 
The 2nd was a fraud, which was referred to 
the chancery, because neither of both did ap- 
pertain unto this court. And the Jrd was the 
arrest, aud committing to ward of the said. 
gent. wherein this house took order. Now, if 
that by your Idps. owy judgments the pash 
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hath not authority to meddle with matters of | tion, m taking upon you so arrogantly to jus- 
common law, which 1s grounded upon common | tify yourselves and your own doings, and sO 
reasou; neither with the chancery, which is saat: condemning us and our doings. More- 
grounded upon considerance ; then mutch less | over, David doth teach us a lesson clear con- 
may it intermeddle with matters of faith and | trery to this nobleman’s sayings: for he bid- 
religion, far passing reason and the re ies deth us in doubtful matters go to our fathers, 
of man, such as the contents of this bill be: | and learn the truth of them, in these words; 
wherein there be 8 things specially to be con- | Ask of thy father, and he shall declare the trath 
sidered; the wcightiness of the matter, the | unto thee,and of thine ancestors and they will tell 
darkuess of the cause and the difficulty in try- | thee: And afterin the same Psalm, ‘The children 
ing out the truth, and the danger and peril | which slall be born and rise up, shall tell unto 
which doth ensue if we do take the wrong | their children, that it may be known from one 
way.—As concerning the weightiness of the | generation to another.’ David here willeth us 
matter contained im this bill, it is very great; | to learn of our fathers, and not to eontemn 
for it is no money-matter, but a matter of in- | their doings. Whereof I conclude, as concern- 
heritance; yea, a matter touching life and | ing this part, that this bill, containing in it 
dcath, and damnation dependeth upon it. | matters of great weight and importance, it is 
Ticre is set before us, as the scripture saith, | to be deliberated on with great diligence and 
life and death, fire aud water. If we put our | circumspection; and exammed, tried and de- 
termined by men of great learning, virtue and 


hand ivto the one we shall live; if it take 
hold of the other we shall dic. Now to judge | experience.—And as this matter 1s great, and 
therefore not to be passed over hastily, but di- 


these matters here propounded, and discern 
ligently to be examined, so is it dark and of 


which is life and which 1s death, which is fire 
that will burn us, and which is water that will | great difficulty to be so plainly discussed, as 
refresh and comfort us, is a great matter, and fat the ak may manifestly appear. For 
not easily perceived of every man. Morc- | here be, as I have said, two books of religion 
over, there 1s another matter here to be consi- | propounded, the onc to be abolished as erro- 
dered, and that we do not uhadvisedly con- | neous and wicked, and the other to be esta- 
demn our forefathers and their doings, and |blished as godly and consonant to scripture; 
justify ourselves and our own doings; both | and they be both concerning one matter, that 
which the scripture forbiddeth. This we know, | is, the true administration of the sacraments 
according to the institution of our Saviour 


that this doctrine and form of religion, which 

this bill propoundeth to be abolished and taken | Christ. In the which administration, there be 
away, is that which our forefathers were born, | 3 things to be considered : the first 1s the insti« 
brought up and lived in; and have professed | tution of our” Saviour, for the matter and sub- 
here in this realm, without any altcration or | stance of the sacraments. The 2nd, the ordi- 
change, by the space of 900 years and morc; | nances of the apostles, for the form of the sa- 
and hath also been professed and practised in | craments. And the 3rd is the additions of the 
~ the universal church of Christ since the apostles | holy tathers, for the adorning and perfecting of 
tine. And that which we go about to esta- | the administration of the said sacraments. 
blish and place for it, is lately brought in, al- 
lowed no where, nor put in practice, but in 
this. realm only; and thot bnt a smail time, 
and against the minds of all catholic men, 
Now, if we do but consider the antiquity of 
the one, and the newness of the other, we have 
just occasion to have the one in estimation for 
the long continuance thereof, unto such time 
as we sce evident cause why we should revoke 
it: and to suspect the other as never heard of 
here before, unto such time as we see just 
cause why we should receive it, seeing that 
our fathers never hcard tell of it.—But now [ 
da call to remembrance, that I did hear ves: 
terday a nobleman in this house say, making 
an answer unto this as it were by pre-occupa- 
tion, that our fathers lived in blindness, and 
that we have just occasion to lament their ig- 
horance; whereunto me thinketh it may be 
answered, that if our fathers were bere and 
heard us lament their doings, it is very like they 
would say unto us, as our Saviour Christ said 
unto the women which followed him when 
he went to his death, and weeped after him, 
* Nolite flere super nos, sed super vos;’ 1. e. 
‘Wecp not over us for our blindness,’ but 
weep adver yourselves for your own presump- 


Which 3 be all duly, as we see observed ; and 
that of necessity, in this book of the mass, and 
old service, as all men do know which under- 
stand it. The other book which is so much 
extolied, doth er professo take away two of 
these 3. things, and: in very deed maketh the 
3rd thing of nought. But to ict the ordinances 
of the apostles, and the additions of the fa- 
thers pass, let us come to the institution of our 
Saviour Christ, whereof they talk so much, 
and cxamine jvhether of those two books 
/comes nearest unto it. And to make things 
plain, we will take for example the mass, or as 
they call it, the supper of the Lord ; wherein 
our Saviour did institute 3 things, which he 
commanded to be done in remembrance of his | 
death and passion unto his coming again, sav- 
ing, ‘ Tfoc facite,’? &c. Do ye this: whercot 
the first is, the consecration of the blessed 
body and blood of our Saviour. The 2nd, the 
offering up the same unto God the Father. 
And the Srd, the communicating, that is, the 
eating and drinking of the said blessed body 
and hlood, under the forms of bread and wine. 
And as concerning the first two, st. Chrysostom 
saith thus, ‘ I will declare unto you in very 
deed a marvellous thing, but marvel not st it, 
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nor be not troubled.’ But what is this? It is 
the holy oblation; whether Peter or Paul, or 
a priest of any desert, do offer, it is the very 
same which Christ gave to his disciples, and 
which priests do make or consecrate at this 
ume. This hath nothing less than that. Why 
so? Because mcn do not sanctify this, but 
Christ which did sanctify that betore. For like 
as the words which Christ did speak, be the 
very same which the priests do now pronounce, 
so is it the very same oblation. These be the 
words of st. Clirysostom; wherein he testi- 
feth, as well the oblation and‘sacrifice of the 
body and blood of our Saviour Christ, offered 
unto God the Father in the mass, as also the 
consecrating of the same by the priest: which 
two be both taken away by this book, as the 
authors thereof do willingly acknowledge; cry- 
ing out of the offering of Christ oftencr than 
once, notwithstanding that all the holy fathers 
do teach it; manifestly aftirming Christ to be 
offered daily after an unbloody manner. But 
uf these men did understand and consider what 
doth ensue and follow of this their affirmation, 
I think they would leave their rashness, and 
return to the truth again. For if it be true 
what they say, that there is no external sacri- 
fice in the New Testament, then doth it fol- 
low, that there is vo priesthood under the same, 
whose office is, saith st. Paul, ‘ To offer up 
gilts and sacrifices for sin.’ And if there be no 

riesthood, then is there no religion under the 

‘ew Testament. And if we have no religion, 
then be we without God in this world; for 
one of these doth necessarily depend upon an- 
other. So that if we grant one of these, we 
grant all; and if we take away one, we take 
away all.— Note, I beseech your Idps. the end of 
these men’s doctrine, that is to set us without 
God, And the lke opinion they hold ‘touch- 
ing the consccration ; ibaging nothing in their 
mouths but the holy communion, which, after 
the order of this book, is holy only in words, 
and not indeed. For the thing is not there 
which should make it holy, I mean: the body 
and blood of Christ, as may thus appear: it 
may justly in very decd be called the holy com- 
munion if it be ministered truly, and’ accord- 
ingly as it ought to be; for then we reccive 
Cheist’s holy body and blood into our bodies, 
and be joined in one with him, like two pieces 
of wax, which being melten and put together, 
be made onc. But by the order of this book 
this is not done; tor Christ’s body is not there 
in very deed to be received. For the only 
way whereby it is present is by consecration, 
which this book hath not at all; neither doth 
it observe the form prescribed by Christ, nor 
follow the manner of the church. The evan- 
gelists declare, that our Saviour took bread in- 
to his hands, and did bless it, brake it, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying, ‘ Take, eat, 
this is my body which is given tur you: do this 
in remembrance of me.’ By these words, ‘ do 
this,’ we be commanded to take bread into our 
hands, to bless it, break it, and having a re- 
a the bread, to pramounce the words 
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spoken by our Saviour, that is, ‘ Hoc est core 
pus ineum.’ By which words, saith st. Chry- 
sostom, the bread is consecrated. Now by 
the order of this book, neither doth the priest 
take the bread in his hands, bless it, nor break 
it, neither yet hath any regard or respect to 
the bread, when he rehearseth the words of 
Christ, but doth pass them over as they were 
telling a tale, or reliearsing a storv. Morco- 
ver, whereas by the minds of good writers, there 
is required, yea, and that of vecessity, a full 
mind and intent, to do that which Christ did, 
that is, to consecrate his body and blood, with 
other things tolluwing: wheretore the church 
hath appointed in the mass certain pravers, to 
be said by the priest before the consecration, 
in the which these words be, ‘ That the 
creatures may be made unto us the body and 
blood of our Saviour Jesus Christ. Here is 
declared the intent, as well of the church as 
also of the priest which saith mass: but as for 
this new book, there is no such thing men- 
tioned in it, that doth either declare any such 
Intent, either make any such request unto 
God, but rather to the contrary; as doth ap- 
pear hy the request there made in tlrese words, 
‘That we receiving these thy creatures of 
bread and wine, &c.’ which words declare, 
that they intend no consecration at all. And 
then let them glory as much as they will in 
their communion, it is to no purpose, secing 
that the body of Christ is not there; which as 
{ have said, is the thing that should be com- 
municated.—There did yesterday a nobleman 
in this house say, that he did believe that 
Christ is’ there received in the communion set 
out in this book; and being asked if he did 
worship him there, he said, no, nor never 
would, so long ashe lived. Which ts a strange 
opinion, that Christ should be any where, and 
not worshipped. They say, they will worship 
him in heaven, but not in the sacrament: 
which is much like as if aman would say, that 
when the emperor sitteth under his cioth of 
estate, princely apparclled, he is to be honour= 
ed: but if he come abroad in a trize coat, he 
is not to be Lonoured ; and yet he is all one 
emperor im cloth of gold undcr his cloth of 
estate, and ina frize coat abroad in the street. 
As it is one Christ in heaven in the form of 
man, and in the sacrament under the fomns of 
bread and wine. The scripture doth come 
mand us to worship the body of our Saviour, 
yea, and that in the sacrainent in these words, 
€ Worship his footstool tur it 1 holy.” Upon 
the which place st. augusun writeth thus, 
‘ Christ took flesh of the blessed Virgin his moe 
ther, and in the same he did waik, and the 
saine flesh he gave us to eut unto health; but 
no'man will eat that flesh, except he worshi 

it before. So is it fuend out, how we shall 
worship his footstcol, &c. we shall not only 
not sin in worshipping, but we shall sin in 
not worshipping.” But as concerning this, if 
we would consider all thinys well, we shall see 
the prayision of God marvellous in it. For he 
provid so, that the very hereticks, ard ene- 
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quics of the truth, be compclled ta cantess the 
truth in this behalf. For the Lutherans writing 
against the Zuinghans do prove, that the true 
natural body of our Saviour Christ is in the 
sacrament, And the “uinghans against the 
Lutherans do prove, that then it must needs be 
svorshipped there. And thus in their conten= 
oon doth the truth bayst out, whether they 
will or no. Wheretore, in iny opinion of these 
two errors, the tonder is to sav, that Cirrist is 
in the sacrament, and yet not to be worshipped, 
than to say, leis not there at all. For either 
they dothink, that either he is there but in an 
iinugination or fancy, and so not in very deed 3 
or else they be Nestorians, and think that 
there is his body only, and uot his divinity ; 
which be both devilish and wicked.—Now, my 
lords, cousider [ beseech vou the matters here 
in variance: whether you be able. to discuss 
them according to learning, so as the truth 
may appear, oruo; that is, whether the body 
of Christ be by this new book consecrated, of- 
fered, adored, and truly communicated, or no; 
aud whether these things be required nccessa- 
rily by the imstitution of our Saviour Christ, or 
no; and whether book goeth nearer the truth. 
These matters, my lords, be (as I have said) 
weishty and dark, and not easy tu be discuss- 
ed: and thus likewise your ldps. may think of 
the rest of the sacraments, which be either 
clearly taken away, or else mangled after the 
same sort by this new book.—The third thing 
here to be cuusidered is, the great danger and 
peril that doth hang over your heads, if you do 


. take upon you to be judges in these matters, 


and judge wrong ; bringing both yourselves and 
others trum the truth unio untruth, froin the 
highways unto bye-paths. It is dangerous 
enough, our lord knoweth, for a man himsclt 
to err, but it is more dangerous uot only to err 
himself, but also to lead other men into error, 
It is said in the scripture, of the king Hiero- 
boain, to aggravate his offences, that ¢ he did 
sin himselt and caused Israel to sin.’ ‘Take 
heed, my lords, that the like be not said by 
you ; if you pass this bill, you shall not only 
mn my Judgment err yourselves, but ye alsu 
shall be the authors and causers that the 
whole realm shall err after you. Four the 
which you shall make an account before God. 
—Those that have read stories and know the 
discourse and order of the church, discussing 
of controversies in matters of religion, can tes- 
tity, that they have becn discussed aml deter- 
mincd in all tmes by the clergy only, and 
never by the temporalty. The heresy of Arius, 
which troubled the church in the time of 
Constantine the Great, was condemned in the 
council of Nice. The heresy of Eutyches in 
the council of Chalcedone under Martin; the 
heresy of Maccdonius in the first council of 
Constantinople in the time of Theodosius; the 
heresy of Nestorius in the Ephesin council, in 
the time of Pheodosins the younger. And yet 
did never none of these good emperors assem- 
ble their nobility and commons, tor the dis 
cussing and deterinining of these controversies; 
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‘neither asked their minds in them, or went by 
s number of voices or polls, to determine the 


truth, as is done here in this realin at this 
lime, We may come lower, to the thid 
council of Lolletane in Spain, in’ the ume of 
Ricaredus being there, aud to the council of 
France about 800 ycars ago, in the tine ot 
Carolus Megnus; which both foliowing the 
order of the church, by licence had of the 
Pope, did procure the clergy of their realms 
to be gathered and assembled, for retorming 
of ceriain errors and cuormities within their 
suid realms. whereunty they never called their 
nobility nor commons; neither did any of 
them take npon theniselves either to reason or 
dispute, in’ discussing of the controversies ; 
neither to determine them being discussed, but 
left the whole to the discussing and deter- 
mining of the clergy. And no marvel, if thee 
with all other Catholic princes uscd, thas trade. 
For the cinperors that were hercucs, did ne+ 
ver reserve suv such matter to the judgment of 
temporal men, as may appear to them that 
read the storics of Constantius, Valens, &c. 
who procured divers assemblies, but always of 
the clergy, for the catablishing of Arius’s doc- 
trine; and of Zeno the emperor, which did 
the like for Eatvehes’s doctrine; with many 
others of that sort. Yea, it doth appear in 
the Acts of the Apostles, that an infidel would 
take no such matter upon him, ‘The story 2s 
this, st. Paul having continued at Corynth one 
year and an half in preaching of the gospel, 
certain wicked persons did arise against hin, 
and brought Lim before their viee-consul call- 
ed Gallio, laying unto his charge, that he 
taught the people tu worship God contrary to 
their law. Unto whom the vice-consul ans- 
wered this: If that this mag, sairh Gallio, had 
committed any wicked act or cursed crime, O 
ve Jews, Imight justly have heard you; but 
and if ithe concernmy questions and doubts of 
the words and matters of your law, that is to 
sav, if it be touching vour religion, T wall not 
be judge in those anartters. Mark, my lords, 
this short discowse, T beseech you, and ye 
shall perceive that all Cathohe princes, here- 
lic princes, vea, and infidels, have from time 
to time retused to take that upon them that 
your Idps, go about and challenge to do.—But 
now, because [Lo have been long, 1 wall make 
un end of this matter, with the saying of two 
noble cinperors in’ the like affairs, The first 
is Vheodosius, which said thus; * It igs not 
lawtal for him that is pot of the order of the 
holy bps. to mtermeddle with the treating of 
ecclesiastical matters.’ Likewise, said Valen- 
unianus the emperor, being desired to assem 
ble certain bps. together tor examining of § 
inatter of doctrine, in this wise; © It ts not 
lawful for me, being one of the lay people, 
search out such matters cnriously ; but let the 
priests, unto whom the charge of these things 
doth appertain, meet together in what place 
soever they will:’ he meaneth, for the dis- 
coursing thereof. But to conclude; and it 
these emperurs had not to do with such inate 
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ters, how should your Idps. have to do with | 
all? And thus desiring your vood Idps. to con- |! 
sider, and take in) good parc these few things | 
that Lhave spoken, P make an end,” | 

Prictlege of Parl. Feb, 24. Sohn Smith ! 
returned burgess for Cameltord, upon a decla- | 
mtion by Mr. Marsh, that he had come to 
ths house, being outlawed, and also had des | 
ceived divers merchants in) JLondon, taking 
wares of them to the sum of SOUL minding to | 
defrand them of the-same, under the culour of 
Pnvilege of this house ; theexamination wherc- | 
of, committed to sir Jo. Mason, and other of’! 
this house, was found and reported to be true; | 
aud that a writ of Cap. Urlaw. avainst him, 
was directed to the sheruls of London. retarn- 
able 150 paschir next, at the suit of Win. 
Pinchebek and his witc, in a plea af deti- | 
nue :—upon which raaiters, and consultation 
had in the house, the question was asked by 
Mr. Speaker, If he should have privilege of 
this house or not? And by the more number 
of voices, it scemed that he shoud not have | 
privilege: but, upon the division of the horse, 
the humber that would have bin nat to have | 
pruilere was 107, and = the number thet | 
would he should be privileged was 112; and 
therefore ordered, That he shall sull contiaue 
a member of this house.” 

May 8th, the queen came to the house of 
lords, when Mr. Speaker, attended by the com- 
mons, made a learned oration, on exhibiting 
the bill for the Subsidy and the bill for ‘Ton- 
nave and Boundage. He also required the 
queen’s assent to such other bills as had passed 
both the houses, Which oration heing come 
mended and answered by the lord keeper, the 
roval assent was given to 42 bills; and, by the 
queen's pleasure, this parl. was dissolved.— 
The titles of the public acts passed in this 
session will be found at the end of this reign. 

A Part. called.) Tt was wot ull the begin- 
wing of the year 1562 that a new parl. was 
sununoned. A war with France being now 
actully becun, and the sinews of it much 
Wanted, writs were issuicd lor a new one, to 
meet at Westminster, on the 11th of Jan. On 
the day of their meeting the queen was again 
indisposed } and therefore another writ of pro- 
romation was produced, by the lord keeper, 
and other lords of the council, and read, 
whereby this parl, was prorozued only to the 
following day, On which day the park began; 
and it may not be amiss to vive the forn of 
the queens procession to the house, She rode 
that morning from her palace, in great state, 
to Westininster Abbey; accompanied with all 
the lords, spiritual and temporal, ‘The queen 
was clad ua crimson velvet robe, the earl of 
Northumberland bearing the sword betore her; 
all the heralds at arms, in their rich mantles, 
truinpets blowing, Ac. ‘The bishops, 22 in 
number, riding im their robes of searlet lined, 
and hoods down their backs of minever.— 
The queen lighted at our Lady of Grace’s 
chapel, and, with her nuble and stately retie 
Bue, went in at the nurth door of the abbey, 
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where she heard a sermon preached by dr. 
Nowell, dean of st. Paul's; aud then a psahn 
bemg sung, she and her honourable company 
went out of the south door, to the part, chant- 
ber, und soon after to the house. 

Lhe Lord Kevper’s Speech. Sir Symonds 
ID'Ewes fells us, that the queen being present, 
and the hduses met, the lord keeper, Bacon, 
by her command, opened the canse of the 
sununons im these words, My lords, and 
others of this honourable assembly; vou 
shall understand, that my tost dread and 
sovereizn lady, the qucen’s majesty here pre- 
sent, hath commanded me to declare the 
eccasion of this assembly; which Lain not | 
able (but unmeet) to do, as it ought to be 
dove, among such a noble, wise, and discreet 
coinpany, Howbeit, knowing the expericuce 
of her may. bearing with such as do their good 
wills, and your honours’ patience, in bearing 
with mean the like, afore this thane; it encous 
razcth me the better herem, not doubting of 
the hike at this present. Theretore, inv lords, 
the occasion is, that necesssry matters be pro~ 
vided tor, propounded, and scanned, and after 
agreed upon and ended, which atterwards shall 
remain and continuc; which niatters, in my 
judgment, may well be divided into 2 parts, 
one touching Steligion, for the setting torth of 
God’s Lononr and glory; and the other con- 
cerning Policy, for the Commouwealth; as 
well tor provision at home, as to provide for 
the forcign enemy abroad; which said mat- 
ters of Nenyion may again be divided into @ 
parts; tor God’s cause being sincerely weighs 
ed, considered, and tollowed, brinveth fourth 
good success in all athurs; and being not tols 
lowed, but neglected, and made beht ot, how 
can any thing prosper or take good eflect? 
And the greater the personages be which sa 
abuse the same, the greater the fault ts, to the 
damage of the waole commonwealth; for all 
mens’ eyes be fixed on thuse who be in authos 
nitv; for as the head 1s, even so Js the toot; 
and atter the superior followcth the interior, 
For as God's law itself is perfect, so there is 
no hapertection therein, but that which con 
eth ot ourselves, wherein T cannot excuse’ el- 
ther the spiritualty or laity. For as the preach- 
ers be not so diligent in their vocation of 
preaching us they ought to be, even so we of 
the laity be veither so diligent in hearing, nor 
yc; in doing, as we should be. And 3rd, some 
of the laity, in not giving credit unto it, as it 
oncht fur to be, Foras all in authority ought 
to be credited, and their doings taken in the 
best part, yet I would wish the same should 
continue no longer than they do well.—And 
where at this present there 1s great want of 
ministers, and sume of them that be, be nuch 
insufficient; which, considering the time, are 
to be borae withal, not doubtng the circume 
spection of the bps. in well luoking to the- 
placing of such which shall be appointed here- 
after; and those which be, and will not be 
refurmed, to have sharp punishment. For as 
heretofore the discipline of the church haty 
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not been good; and again, that the ministers 
thereof have been slothful; even so for want 
of the same hath sprung two enormities: the 
Ast is, that for lack thereof, every man liveth 
as he will, without fear; and 2nd, many cere- 
monies agreed upon, but the right ornaments 
thereof are either left undone or forgotten. 
As in one point, for want of discipline it is 
that so few come to service, and the cuurch so 
anrepicnished, notwithstanding that at the 
Jast parl. a law was made for good order to be 
observed in the same; but yet, as appearcth, 
Not yet executcd. Therefore if it be too easy, 
let it be made sharper; and if already well, 
then see it executed, For the want of disci- 

line causeth obstinacy, contempt, and grow- 
ing of heresy; therefore better to be winked 
at and unspoken, than bruted abroad and un- 
performed: therefore, in mine opinion, the de- 
vice is good, that in every diocese there be 
officers appointed and devised, as hath been 
thought good, to sit for the redress of these and 
such like errors, twice or thrice a year, till the 
faults be amended. In which well doing, the 
head officers are to be borne withal, and main- 
tained; and laws to be made for the purpose: 
the chief care of which said former matters 
" pertaincth to you, my lords of the spiritualty ; 
Wherein you must take pains to travel, where- 
unto be laws to be joined; not only for the 
more pertecting of the same, but for the main- 
tenance, as well of the‘heads ag the ministers 
thereuf.—Now to the 2nd part, of Policy for 
the Commonwealth; for as there be faults 
for want of discipline, so are there faults in 
the impertection, and want of execution, 
which imperfection niust be looked unto; and 
want of laws wich needeth to be provided for 
and made; and to consider, if there be not 
‘too many laws for one thing; and those so 
large and busy, that neither the commons can 
understand the saine, nor yet well the lawyer, 
which would be brought into some briefer and 
better order, and there executed. For which 
purpose, it is necessary to take care to have 
good ministers thereof; and 2nd, to banish 
all fearfulness for prosecuting the same; 
and over and besides, that to appoint proved 
men to inquire of these ministers, whereby 
they may have the better regard to their 
duty: for, even as the visitation of the church 
is and was well appointed tor the church, so 
now is the like to be appointed for the tempo- 
ralty. For if the laws be not well executed, 
my part is not the least thercof, which yearly 
I would be glad to, hear of. ‘The third for the 
enemy, as well here bred amongst us, as 
abroad: for whercas the qucen’s maj. at her 
entrance found this realm in war with foreign 
power, at which tune lack of treasure, artillery, 
force, and other things, caused her to agree to 
a peace, although not the best, howheit for our 
surety she spared no cost to bring it to pass; 
which notwithstanding, of later time, certain 
old cankered enemies of this realm, attempted 
to put in exccution to bring the Scots to the 
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land to ours, to have been our utter enemies; 

which danger the quoen foresceing, sought by 

all means, as well by her ambassadors as 

others, to stay the enterprize, but could not; 

and therefure helped her neighbours of Scot- 

land, and so disappointed that attempt; or 

else afore this time I doubt the Scottish terri- 

tories would have been too little to have holdea 

them, but that they would have troubled us, 

not only at Berwick, but at the walls of York ; 

which attempt, being by the means of her maj. 

stayed and letted, the said bent enemies have 

attempted the same in France, to the whole 

disturbance of all Christendom, and all done 
fur the mischief of this realm, joined with a 
devilish conspiracy within ourselves, tending 
tothe aiding of the foreign enemy; and by 
their own confession, to have raised a rebellion 
in this realm: and for that by none ef her 
grace’s travels or means, she could there stay 
their enterprize, or make them agrec, she was 
forced the rather to stay the same, for the 
surety of this realm, to the no litthe charge of 
her maj.: for in these proceedings, and in re 
pairing of these and other like faalts, I dare 
be bold to say, (for that 1 am thereof as- 
sured) it hath cost her maj. as much as two of 
the best subsidies, which at any time hath been 
within this realm: and all at her own proper 
charges, without either ‘straining of her sub- 
jects, or having aid of them, towards the same. 
Howbeit she yet thinketh it well spent; for 
often it chanceth, that money ‘is better spent 
than spared ; as the common saying is, ‘ that 
a penny is well spent which afterwards saveth 
a pound.’ And so in this, if that money bad 
not been so spent, in staying in time their 
attempted enterprises, it would afterwards 
have turned to no little prejudice, nor yet small 
charge of this realm. And where afore this 
time princes commonly have had some vein or 
delight to spend treasure upon for their plea- 
sure, which the queen hath none, but only for 
the commonwealth and surety thereof; so that 
we may most justly and fortunately say to her 
great praise, that the relieving of the realm’s 
Necessities is our prince’s whole delight: and 
notwithstanding all the disbursements of these 
her great charges, vet she was (as I right well 
know) very hardly brought to, and persuaded 
to call this parl. in which she should be driven 
to require any aid, or by any means to eee 
her subjects, if by any other means 1t might 
have been holpen; and so her maj. herself 
commanded to be declared. And I for my 
part, and so do others very well know ; for the 
commons little think or consider what a trou- 
ble want is to her, whereby she is forced to 
ask of them, (which surely is against her na- 
ture) but that she is thereunto forced, for the 
surety of this realm.—And for that the nether 
house cannot, being so many together, but af 
necessity must have one to be a mouth, aider 
or instructor unto them, for the Spears 2 
matters, which is called the Speaker ; therefore 
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go and assemble yourselves together and elect 


goverpance of France, and so being a firm one, a discreet, wise, and learned man, to be 
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your Speaker, and on Friday next the queen’s 
maj. appointeth to repair hither again, for to 
yeceive the presentment of him accurdiugly.” 
The Speaker's Speech.| Jan. 15th, the com- 
mons came again befure the queen, anc pre- 
scnted ‘Tho. Williains, esq. one of the fellows 
of the Inner Temple, their Speaker elect; 
whose excuse for insufficiency not being allow- 
ed, he made the following elaborate speech 
on hisinduction: “ Mosthonourable; although 
afore this time the place hath been furnished 
_ with orators, and therefore thcir matter en- 
treated of worthily called an oration; yet I 
now, void of any such knowledge, require that 
name.may be left, and that it might bear the 
name of an epistle with a request. And for 
the better inderstandifg thereof, I will divide 
the matter into 3 parts; one for time past; 
and the 2nd, time present; and the 3rd, time 
to come. But: fearing to fall between two 
monntains, as tov be counted either ungrate, 
or dissembling, I know nat what to say; but 
yet seeing savage beasts forget not them who 
do well unto them, as appeareth by the story 
ofa lion, out of whose foot a certain man took 
athorn, which said person being afterwards 
cast to the same. lion to be devoured, the lion 
hot forgetting, but remembering the former 
kindness shewed unto him, would not devour 
him, but ever after followed the samc man; 
even so, without too much ingratitude, can L 
not let pass your maj.’s manifold benefits ex- 
tended upon us; which although worthily to 
be declared, they pass my capacity now to ex- 
press; yet think it blasphemy to suffer it clean 
to bé untouched, and thereture in some part 
will put in remembrance the same ; which I will 
divide into 2 parts, the one spiritual the other 
temporal.-For the 1st, when é 
highness in this place, you found it not so furnish- 
ed with treasure as other your predecessors have, 
although if you had, yet occasions enough to 
employ it; which notwithstanding, you did 
not take the extremity of penal statutes, and 
other forfeitures, due unto you, but pardoned 
all such as in time convenient required it. 
Also your maj. did vouchsafe to take upon 
you the charge of both the states, as well spi- 
ritual as temporal, and so purged this church 
of all ill service, and placed therein service to 
God’s honour. Further, what great plague and 
dearth happened by ill money this 20 years 
last past, which within one year is brought to 
d again, with little loss of your subjects? 
Xour maj. prevented also, as well the attempt 
in Scotland, made by your common cnemy 
there, as now of late again in France; which 
otherwise, if it had not becn foreseen, would 
have turncd to the no little peril, and loss of 
this your realin, and subjects thereof, Also 
your highness hath been author of good laws, 
ps appeareth by these made, hoth of the last 
url, and by your other proclamations since. 


- 


iN wars, you brought it in peace: all which 
former proceedings have been a great charge 
Wato your maj. which although the revenues 
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of the crown be small, yet hath it hitherte 
only been done of your own charge, as the 
last day by the lord keeper it was declared. 
And for the last part, and principal point of | 
all other, your highness hath brought and re~ 
stored ngain God’s doctruie into this realm; 
for which your humble subjects most heartil 
give thanks to God, and vou, by the mou 
of me their appointed Speaker,—Faor the 2d 
oint, being time present; your maj. is the 
head, and the body the spiritualty and the 
temporalty, which body is to be divided into 
3 estates, the lords spiritual, the lords tem- 
poral, and the commons, whose ‘mouth J aim’; 
which by no means can prosper, the one with 
out the other; for as any estate divided can- 
not well continue, so in this; and therefore 
say, ‘nosce teipsum,’ not minding to speak — 
these words only to you, but to the whole. 
body; for although the head may lack a mem- 
ber of the body, and ‘yet connhuue; yet sa 
the member cannot want the head, nor yet 
the head the whole body, but the want of the 
one of these last two shall be the ruin of the 
other; and therefore of necessity, for the sure 
reservation of the whole, it behoveth them 
firmly to join together; for though your high- 
ness be the head, and therefore the chief care 
pertaineth to you, yet your maj. cannot thoy 
roughly redress the same, without knowledge 
of the faults, nor yet well understand the 
whole state, except the othcr parts of the body 
join with you, and put to their helping hands, - 
I find in divers histories great commodities 
grow to princes, by searching out, not only 
the wants of their subjects, but knowledge of - 
their talk; whereby they better both under- 
stand their own faults, and the flattcrers they 
have about them; which order the wise and 
prudent Marcus Aurelius used, and long time 
reivned honourably. The noble conqueror 
Alexander, in the beginning of his reign, used 
the same; but leaving that order, and having 
no regard to his hving, was destroyed ; which 
like exainple was seen by that notable and 
valiant warrior Julius Cwsar. And being en- 
couraged by these fike examples, and others, 
to enter into some abuses used in this realm, 
I will only spcak of 3,-being all 3 notable 
monsters, necessity, ignorance, and error. 
Necessity is grown amongst ourselves, so that 
no man 1s contented with his degree, though 
he hath never so much; but where she is (as 
the Proverb saith) she hath no law; for how 
now be all schools, benefices, and other like 
rooms furnished, and yet those for schools so 
few, that I dare say a hundred schools want in 
England, which, before this time have been. 
And if in every school there hadbeen but an hun- 
dred scholars, yet that had been ten thousand ; 
so that now I doubt whether there be so many 
learned men in England, as the number wants 
of these scholars.—The 2d monster is her 
daughter ignorance; for want of ten thousand 
scholars, which these schools were the bringers 
up of, and want of good school-masters, 
bringeth ignorance ; but the occasign af these 
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wo monsters, is for want of livings and pre-( council, and thereby prospered. So your maj. 


ferments; tor covetousness hath gotten the 
Livings, as by impropriations, v hich is a decay 
of Jearning. For by it the tree of knowledge 
groweth downwards, and not upwards, as it 
was first meant and made for; and growcth 
thereby greatly to the dishonour both of God 
and this commonwealth. The universities are 
decayed, and great market towns, and athers, 
without either school or preacher; for the 
poor vicar hath but only 201. and the rest, 
being no small sum, is umpropriaie; and so 
thereby no preacher there, but the people 
being trained up and Ied in blindness, for 
want of instructions, become obstinate. And 
theretore to see to it, and that impropriations 
may be redressed, notwithstanding the Jaws 
alrcady made.—The 3d monsicr is error, a 
serpent with many heads, many evil opinions, 
and much evil life, as pelasians, liberties, 
papists, and such others, leaving God’s com- 
mandments, to fullow their own. traditions, 
aifections and minds. But if the Papist be, 
as indeed he jis, in errar, let us seck the re- 
dress thereof; for that the poor and iznorant 
be thereby abused. Until -which redress be 


- had, you nor your realm, neither at home nor 


abroad, shall ever be well served of such 
people, which be so divided; and therefore 
speedily look to it, and weed out this wicked- 
ness and error within these our days, vinich is 
too much known now a-days; jor if your 
godly proclamations were not so soon for- 
gotten, they would be amended. Ip the 
country I heard tell, but since I came hither, 
walking in the streets, I have heard oftentimes 
more oaths than words; a pitiful hearing! for 
if the Egvptians, by whose laws the people 
lost their hands, and amougst the barbarians 


lost their lives, for swearing, and especially if 
3 “3 v 


at were a lic: if it were so punished amongst 
them, being infidels, what shall there be no 
punishment amongst us being christians? Is 


truth further from us professing the name of 


Christ, and being christians, than from thein 
being infidels? But even as Tantalus was 
plagued, so are we; for although he had 
apples even hanging at his mouth, yet cauld 
he not eat any of them; and having a river 
ot water even as it were running by his lips, 
yet could he not drmk, but died tor hunger 
and thirst: even so are we plagued: for 
hasing God’s word, and his name ever in our 
mouths, yet we live as infidels, or as them 
that aye furthest froin the same; and so 
having enough, there is scarcity. And that 
we may avoid this blasphemy, and the other 
monsters, your humble subjects desire your 
highness to sce to the lamcniable estiite of this 
commonwealth, and the redress of the same. 
—Having perused times past and times pre- 
sent, let us go to, and well remember the time 
tocane, Tor Cato saith, ‘a thing well becun 
shall be well ended;’ so then followeth of a 
good beginning a good ending. For that noble 
eaptain Hanibal, environed with his enemies, 
in a strange country, sounded his trumpet to 


hath now called the prelates, nobles, and com- 
mons, to council, for surcty of the realm. 
We now so therefore assembled, as diligent 
mw our calling, have thought good to move 
your maj. with the asscnt ot tis ussembly, 
to bud a strong tort for the surety of the 
realin, to the repulsing of your enemes abroad; 
which must be set upon firm ground, aud sted- 
tust, having two gates, one commonly open, 
the other as a postern, with two watclunen at 
either of them, one governor, one heutenant, 
fonr soldiers, and no good thing there wanting, 
The same to be named, the tear of God; the 
eoyvernor thereof to be God, your majesty the 
hentenant, the stones the hearts ot faihtul 
people, the two watchiien at the open gate to 
be called knowledge and virtue, the other 
two at the postern to be called mercy 
and truth; all being spiritual aninysters.— 
This tort is invincible, if every nian will fear 
God; for all governors raign and govern by 
the two watclnugen, knowledge aud virtue; and 
if you, being the lieutenant, sce justice with 
prudence her sister executed, you shall then 
rightly use the office of a lieutenant ; and for 
such as depart out of this fort, let them be let 
out at the postern by the two watchinen, mercy 
and truth; and then you shall be well at Lome 
and abroad. ‘The charge of this fort is yours, 
being licutenant. By justice your place 18 
settled, whereunto obcdience ought to be 
tanght and done; which your majcsty ought to 
look to. And so now the fear of Gud to be a 
sure fort, the subjects’ hearts the stones, know- 
ledge, virtue, mercy, and truth, the four watch: 
men, God the governor, and your majesty the 
licutenant, is well proved. ‘Uheretore to buld 
upon this fort, the fear of God, is nothing lack- 
ing to a happy life; for by God are all princes 
appointed. Who put down Sanl? Who made 
David king, who sought only God’s glory and 
so prospered? As did Josaphat, Josias, aud 
Wezechias, and also Ahas, as long as they 
sought God’s glory, prospered; but torgel- 
ting God, were overthrown: therefore first 
of all, and continually vouchsafe to seek God's 
elory, and his true honour, and then you shall 
have this fort well built, and by you well 
coverned.—Further Iam to bea suitor to your 
majesty, that when matters of importance shill 
arise, Whereupon it shall be necessary to have 
your highness’s opinion, that then I may have 
free access unto you for the same; and the 
like to the lords of the upper house :—2ndly. 
That in repairing from the nether house to 
your maj. or the Lords, to declare their mean- 
ings, and I mistaking on uttering the same 
contrary to their meaning, that then my fault 
or imbecility in declaring thercof be not pre- 
judicial to the housc, but that I may agai re- 
pair to them, the better to understand their 
meanings, and so they to reform the same.— 
3rd. That the assembly of the lower house 
may have frank and free libertics. to speak 
their minds, without any controulinent, blame, 
grudge, menaces, or displeasure, according ta 
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the old ancient ordes.—Finally, That the old 
privilege of the house be observed, whach ts, 
thar they and theirs might be at hberty, trank, 
aud tree, without arrest, molestation, trouble, 
or other damage to their bodies, lands, suods, 
or servants, with all other their liberties, during 
the ime of the said parliament; whereby they 
may the better attend, aud dy their duty; all 
Which privileges [ desire may be cnrolled, as 
at other tines tt hath been accustomed.—And 
thus having been tedious unto you with my 
speech, void of eloquence, L crave your par- 
dun, and desire vour maj. to accept of my 
heart and good will, as well at this time as 
after; and [ will pray as [ am bounden, tor 
your honyur long to reign over us.” 

It was now that the oath of Supremacy was 
frst taken by ali the members of both houses ; 
pursuant to an act of parl made in the Ist 
year of this reign. 

‘ Privilege of ia Feb. 6, the Commons 
Journals say, “ Sir H. Jones complains all his 
Fervants to be imprisoned, and prays Privilege ; 
but utter long arguments tor the privilege, com- 
mission was given to Mr. Sackvill, and others, 
tu examine and certity ¢f the matter, On the 
8th, Mr. Sydney declared upon examination, 
the fray tuscean to be begun by sir H. Jones's 
servants.—On the 12th a bill is bronght im 
against sir L{. Jones’s scrvants for the fray and 
rut; and the same day the committees do cer- 
uty to the house, that Mr. Jones’s men may be 
committed to une serjeant, and that he attend 
Mr. Recorder and Mir Gargrave with the pri- 
soncrs, betore the lord chief justice, to enter 
with sureties in bond of 5001. tu appear, per- 
sonally in the quecu’s bench, in Trnity term 
Next to answer to such things as shall then be 
vlyected to them on the quecn’s behult, and 
so set at liberty.” 

A Supply granted.] Feb. 20th, a bill for 
granting a Supply was sent up by the Com- 
mons. It consisted of a Subsidy, two 15ths 
and two 10ths; which passed the Lords on the 
23d. This grant was the sume as the former, 
except that the tax upon goods was trou Sl. 
when the former was trom 5L. Camden writes, 
that this large supply was granted as a complhi- 
ment to the yucen, on the happy turn of af- 
furs at that time, “ In consideration of her 
having refurmed the faith; restored peace to 
her kinydums; reseued England and Scotland 
froin tiie Common enemy ; retined the coin; 
rebuilt the navy; provided ammunition for sea 
and Jand ; and in a word, for the extraordinary 
care she used in France, for the security of its 
young king, for the satety of this kingdom, and 
ier endeavours to regain Calais.” We find, 
by the Journal, that the two provinces of Can- 
terbury and York granted each a Subsidy, this 
time, which were contirmed by parl. 

Act of Supremacy.] March 3d, a bill passed 
the lords, with some provisoes added thercto, 
by them, “ For the Assurance of the Queen's 
Majesty’s Royal Power, over all states and 
subjects, within her dominions.” By this 


act, at was high treason for any man to 
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assert three times, by writing, word or deed, 
the authority of any foreign prince, prelate or 
state, mi spiritual matters m England, or any 
other of the queen’s dominions. Or to refuse 
the vath of Supremacy to the quecn, in mat- 
ters spiritual, or over persons ecclesiasucal, 
alter it had been twice tendered. Yet so, as 
that they should not fall under an attaioder, 
nor forteit their goods and chattels; nor that 
this oath should be exacted from any peer of . 
the realm, or any person of eminent quality, 
whose allegiance the queen did not in the least 
question; nor, indeed, of any but such who 
were, had been, or should be, in holy orders; 
or did then bear, or should bear, some ecclee 
siastical ofice. Or that, after warning giver, 
should refuse to observe the rights and cere= 
monies of the church of England; or should 
dishonour the same in public, either by word 
or deed; or shuuld celebrate or hear mass, 
&c.”—To the passing of this bill there was only 
some stnall opposition ; the catholic bps. beg 
how removed, but one lay-lord im the house, 
had the courage to speak agaist it. ‘This was 
lord vise. Montague. In the Commons, one 
Mr. Atkinson, a student of the Lnner-Teiple, 
expressed the same zeal tor the catholic cause. 
‘Their speeches are published in Mr. Strype’s 
Annals, &c. from the M.S. of the famovus 
martyrologist, Foxe; and are deserving of a 
place im this History. 

Lord Montague spoke as follows:—‘ The 
prince or commonwealth that will make a new 
law, oucht to consider 3 things: Ist. That the 
same law be necessary: 2nd, that it be juse 
and reasonable; Srd, that it be possible and 
commodious, apt aud fit to be put in execu- 
tiun, Unto these 3 qualities may be reduced 
nl other that are requisite, to the end the law. 
should be good. Now, it is ta be scen, if 
these 3 qualities be m the law, that certain do 
pretend, and would have to be made in this 
parl, against the papists, as they call them, 
For the which presuppose, that my intent is 
net to persuade that the religion which now is 
observed in England is either false or schisuias 
tical; but to emtreat only, if it be gad, that 
a law be made, whereby it shall be commanded, 
under pun of death, that the papists, with 
vath, coviess the doctrine of the protestants 
to be true and evanvelical. As for the ist, I 
say, That this law tiat is pretended is not ne~ 
cessary; furasmuch as the cathobes of thts 
realin disturb not, nor hinder the public afs 
fairs of the realin, neither spiritual nor tem- 
poral. Vhey dispute not, they preach not, 
they disobey not the queen, they canse no 
trouble nor tumults among the people. Se 
that nu man can say, that thereby the realm 
doth receive any hurt or damage by them, 
They have brought into the realm ne noveltics 
in doctrine and religion, This being true and 
evident, a3 itis Indeed, there is nu necessity 
why any new law should be made against them, 
And where there is no sore nor grict, medi- 
cines are supertivous, and also hurtful and 
dangerous. As concerning the 2d, [ say, That 
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this jaw that is pretended, is neither just nor 
reasonable, nor cannot be, nor deserveth to 
be called, or have the name of law, when it 
is made. For it shall be contrary and repug- 
nant unto all laws of men, natural and civil. 
I meddle not with God’s laws; for I have 
ebove said, that in this discourse I do not 
pretend to entreat of the verity and truth of 
religion. But leaving that till time fit and con- 
venient, I do entreat, whether it be just to 
make this penal statute to force the subjects 
ot this realm to receive and believe the reli- 
gion of the-protestants, upon pain of death. 
‘Lhis, I sav, is a thing most unjust. For that 
at. is repugnant to the law of nature and all 
civil laws. The reason is, for that naturally 
mo Man can, or ought to be constrained, to 
tuke for certain that that he holdeth to be un- 
certain. For this repugneth to the natural 
liberty of man’s understanding. For under- 
_ standing may be persuaded, but not forced.— 
Lhe doctrine of the Protestants doth repugn 
unto ail the ecclesiastical state of England 
that were present at the last parl. and holdeth 
contradiction with all provinces of Christen- 
dom. It repugneth to all the doctrine of all 
the parliaments past, and all general councils, 
With these contradictions there is no Protes- 
tant, if he be a man of any understanding or 
judgment, but will confess that it is doubtful 
and uncertain ; secing that of those things that 
appear not to our senses, there ariseth no 
doubt nor uncertainty, but of the opinions of 
men, And if he will say ’tis the Catholic doc- 
trine; therefore the question is, How this 
word can be understood ? which is the work of 
understanding, and is reduced and brought to 
opinions. -And when there be many opinions 
ot the one side and theother, it is reuson, that 
the thing be doubttul, ull all opinions come 
to one: and that there be onc faith, one God, 
aud one Trinity..-Now, to turn to my pur- 
pose, I say, That since the doctrine of Protes- 
tants is so uncertain, (leaving to call it false, 
there no reason nor justice, that doth permit 
er suffer, that men should be forced to take it 
for certain, true and sure, and athrm the 
some. It is sufficient, and enough for Protes- 
tants to keep pussession of the churches, and 
the authority to preach and excommunicate, 
hot to seek to force and strain men to do or 
believe by compulsion what they believe not; 
and not to swear, and to make God witness 
of their he. It is enough for them, and they 
might hold themselves content, that there is 
no impediment ur let made by the Catholics, 
but that they may persuade the people so 
much as they list, and teach and preach their 
ductrine.—As touching the 3rd, that is, Whe- 
ther this statute should be possible, meet and 
eonvenient, to be put in execution: I say, that 
on what is said in the @nd chapter of Justice, 
dependeth and is contained the understanding 
of this S$rd, touching the commodity and pos- 
sibility. 
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execution, but with great incommodity and 

dithculty. For what man 1s there so without 
courage and stomach, or vuid of all honour, 

that can consent or agree to receive an opr 

pion and new religion by force and compul- 

sion; or will swear, that he thinketh the con- 

trary to thathe thinketh. To be still and dissem- 
ble may be born and suffered for a time; to 

keep his reckoning with God alone; but to he 
compelled to lie and to swear, or else to die 
therefore, are things that no man ought to sul- 
fer and endure. And it is to be feared, rather 
than to die, they will seek how to defend 
themselves: whereby should ensue the con- 
trary of what every good prince and welkad- 
vised commonwealth ought to seck and pre- 
tend, thatis, to keep their kingdum and govt. 
in peace.—So that this law and statute that is 
pretended, since it is not necessary for men, 
without they leave quictness and peace ; nor 
just and reasonable, sceing it forceth men to 
hold for certain and true, that they should 
hold for doubtful and false; and being incom- 
modious and impossible to be put in execution, 
for the alterations that may ensue of yrent in- 
justice; I conclude, ghat by no means any 
such law ought to be made and enacted.—And 
because some said, This necd not be feared, nor 
ought any thing to be a stop; because the 
greater part of the assembly of the lords and 
the higher house, was of the mind and opinion, 
that the law ought to be made, including in 
the same assembly the bps. that are 25; IL ans- 
wer, ‘That they neither can, nor ought to have 
to do in this matter, because they are as par- 
ty, and therefore cannot be judges. And that 
they have party, and have interest in this mat- 
ter, it cannot be denied; since, ‘ ipso facto,’ 
they have dispossessed the Catholic bps. of their 
churches, under this occasion and colour, to 
bring into the realm better doctrine. Besides 
all this, neither the law nor the gospel, nor 
other civil law doth suffer ecclesiastical per- 
sons, to have mere than the judgment and ex- 
amination of the doctrine and excommunica- 
tions. And, according to this, it belongeth 
not to the bps. but only to declare and pro- 
nounce the doctrine, of the Papists, to be 
false, as they have done; and to excommunt 
cate such as follow the same. To ‘appoint 
afterward the temporal penalties of contiscas 
tion, banishment or death; this appertaineth 
not to them, but to the seculur judge, who, ac- 
cording to the necessity of the commonwealth, 
for peace and quictness of the same, may 
execute and proceed against some excommu- 
nicate persons with more or less rigour after, 83 
he shall think good.—It shall be also very just, 
reasonable and convenient for the service of 
the queen, that the lords of the realm alone, 
without the bps. do consider, if it be mect and 
convenient for the wealth of the realm, to 
make this statute and law so ngorous; or 
whether that that is made already be sufticient; 


For it 13 an easy thing to understand, | or whether it be meet and convenient (to take 


that a thing so unjustly, and so contrary to all | away all inconveniences and damages that may 
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ligion) to command t::¢ bps. all, as well papis- 
tical as protestants, to find the means to try 
the matter (afore disputed here) within the 
realm, or in the general council, The which 
geemeth should be much more easy, morc 
sire, and more convenient.—And, further- 
more, since it belongeth to the said lords, not 
% endanger their lives and goods, if any war 
should happen within the realm, or with their 
neighbours; let them therefore take good 
heed, and not suffer themselves to be led by 
such men that are full of affection and pas- 
sions, and that look to wax mighty, and of 
power, by the confiscation, spoil and ruin of 
the houses of noble and ancient men.” 

To this speech we shall subjoin another, 
made in the House of Commons, against the 
said bill, on the 10th of March. 

Mr. Atkinson rose and suid: “ Right ho- 
nourable; you have heard the effect of this 
bill, containing in itself, that all those that 
shalt by any open act maintain any foreign 
yurisdiction, or shall refuse the oath, which is 
likewise for the abolishing of all foreign power; 
that such offenders shail, for the first utfence, 
lucur the danger of premunire; and if 
they eftsones refuse again, then to be judged 
asin case of high treason, Whether any fo- 
reign power be lawful to be received within 
this realra, or whether in conscience a man 
ought to take this oath, that matter I purpose 
not now to dispute; for that is already put 
out of question by consent of the whole palin, 
m hivh court of parl. in the ist year of the 
reign of our’ sovercign lady that now is; 
against which it shall not become me to rea- 
son. But, marric, whether an offence come 
mitted against that statute be so sharply to be 
punished as this bill here requireth, that is 
the question that we now have in hand. 
Whercin I think that the punishment already 
devised is sufficient; that the punishment h- 
mited in this bill is too rigorous; and that 
though this act went forward, yet no benefit 
could thereof grow to the commonwealth.— 
if the offence were treason, as it was said this 
other day, in the house, that it was; and that 
the offenders therein were traitors even by the 
common laws of the realm, as men that sought 
to take the crown from the king, and give it 
to the pope, then would I think uo punish- 
ment too little for it; and pity it were, that 
even for the first offence it was not made 
death. Howbcit, if it may be proved unto you, 
that the maintenance of foreign jurisdiction 
was not by the laws ever accounted treason; 
‘then I trust there will no good man think, but 
that the offence being not so great, the punish- 
ment ought not to be so great neither. I 
would agree, that the ancient writers of the 
law, as both Bracton and Briton have, in their 
writings called the king “ God’s vicar in 
eartb;” and sol assent to that which Skip- 
with saith, ‘ that there is the deanery of Pick 
ering in Ireland, belonging to the abp. of De- 
viling, and that it is of this condition, that if 


an Enghshman be made abp. that then he | 
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shall have the deanery as his free chapel; and 
ifan Irishman, then the king. Hts reason is, 
‘“‘ because the sacred maj. of a king, anouited 
with holy oil, hath capacity of spiritual juris- 
diction.” Tf likewise agree to the saying of 
Bryan, where he saith, that a great doctor 
of law once told hnn, that a priest, by pre- 
scription, might be apleaded: in the king’s 
temporal court, because the person of a king 
is mixt of priesthood and laity.”—Of all 
which we may gather, that by the common 
laws the king may have the temporal profits 
of a spiritual promotion, and also impicad a 
spiritual person in his temporal court. All 
which, notwithstanding, I am sure no autho- 
rity can be shewed to prove, that the athrm- 
ing, that the pope ought to have jurisdiction 
in these or other like matters, or that the ju- 
risdiction of them ouglit to appertain§ to 
the king, was never yet accounted treason. 
—And therefore suppose that the king had 
brought a ¢ quare impedit’ against a spiritual 
person (which is a plea merely temporal, de- 
terminable in the temporal court) and that 
the spiritual person had thought to appeal to 
Rome in stay of the judgment; had this been 
treason? Nay, surely, though without some 
open act shewing the same, it was never yet 
taken to be treason; nor was it ever yet scen, 
that a man in such a case was bound to disco- 
ver his conscience upon his oath. But to go 
further, suppose he had expressly said betore 
witness, that he would appeal to Rome; a 
suppose he had appealed to Rome indeed; 
had this been treason? Nay, it was never yet 
but premunire; and not pramunire neither, 
till the statute of the 27th of Edw. If. made 
it so. But was this an offence against the 
king’s crown and dignity? But so are many 
offences that are not treason; and ure not, as 
he said, ‘ crimina lese majestatis,’ but ¢ cri- 
mina minute majestatis.—If, then, to affirm, 
that the pope ought to have jurisdictiun in a 
temporal matter were not treason; much less 
were it treason to athirm the same in spiritual 
matters: as to say, that the consecration of 
abps. belonged to him, or that the order of 
service and sacraments ouglit to be directed 
by the see apostolic. What the judges have 
said in our law in the behalf of the pope, tbat 
spare I here for duty’s sake to speak of. I 
am sure it was more than I have hitherto said : 
and yet were they, I believe, as skilful in 
knowing what treason was, and as loth to of- 
fend therein, as was the gent. that went about 
with so many reasons to prove it treason; nor 
Idoubt not, but even at those times when 
princes suftered this offence to remain unpu- 
nished, and when the subjects ofiended in it, that 
yet they had as great a care to maintain the 
royal dignity of the crown; and were other- 
wise as void of traiterous hearts as those that 
think themselves best subjects. And there- 
fore we read, that in the time of Edw. [. the 

ope willed the king to take peace with Scot- 
ae and he made him answer, “ that touch- 
ing - temporalities, he kuew no peerin ins 
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realin.” And. the lke letters were sent in the 
tine of Hen, Vi. and Tluntiey, 
Gloucester, hurled them ino the fire, And 
whosvever readeth the statute of premunire, 
made in the d6éth of Rich. LE. shall find that 
all the lords, both spiritual and temporal, said, 
“that they Would stick with the king im the 
maitenance of his crown and dignity.” And 
they were therefore severally examined, to the 
intent that their opinion might be known. 
then it hath been proved, “that that offence 
hath not been treason, nor that the offenders 
thercin bave not otherwise borne traiterous 
hearts; F trust, that the offence being not so 
great, vou will not without cause go about to 
increase the punishment.—Let us therefore 
never go about to agerieve the matter, or 
make it worse than itis; butlet us consider it 
in such sort as it is indeed; that is, an of- 
fence in religion, and an offence against the 
statute made i the Ist ‘of the queen’s maj. 
And then, whether such an offence be to be 
pinished by death, either tor the preservation 
vi the common peace, or else by the capress 
laws of God, that matter falleth further in 
consultaiion.—As for the scripture, Dinust con- 
fuss inyeclf ignorant in them, as the thing that 
is not my professton, norin which TC have been 
exercised: yet thus much have [ heard the 
preachers say, that are now, that though, im 
t.e old law, idolatry was punished with death, 
yet since the coming of Christ (who came to 
win the world by peace, and bade “ put up 
the sword”) the greatest punishment that hath 
heen taught by the apostles in case of religion, 
‘hath been by exconmnunication. For religion, 
tlicy say, must sink in by persuasion; it can- 
not be pressed i in by vielence, And therefore 
they called the act of tne Six Articles, that 
Was made the Sist of Uenry VILL. 
Whip with the six lashes.” 
Higs in ghee Muary’s days, they miuch mis 
Hhed them; calling the bps. blood-suckers, and 
bade § Fie on these tormentors, that dclizhted 
in nothing cle Lutin the death of innocenis ; 
that threatcued the whole realn with their! 
fire and taggots; murthcrers ; 
worse than “Caiaphas, worse than Judas, worse 
than the traitors that put Christ to death.’ 
And that with such vehemency and stomach, 
as Tassure you Timarvel, how it can possibly 
come to piss » that they should now desire to 
establish that as a law, winch they thonght 
then so far unlawtul— And indeed many a 
solcinn clerk and holy father hath there been 
miethe church, that have much niushked that 
cruel handling ; and have wried rather the | 
opinions of the men to be taken away than 
the men themselves; and would have them 
convinced § magis verbo quam Vi, a. ee. rather 
by the word than by the sword. Howhbeit, 
what was the cause, why in ‘all christian 
realins offenders in religion were punished by 
death : and further, how far the punislinent 
that as here devised, exceedeth that in rigour 
aul crucity: and lastly, how offcuders in “this 
case of relig glu ought hot tw be punished by 


then duke of 


It 


“ the: 
And as for the deal- , 


that they were | 
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the one, nor by the other; that matter shall I 
make so plain and so ev ident unto you, that I 
trust no charitable man will consent to the 
passing of this bill—1st. As for Excommunt 
cation, that was thought so easy a punishment, 
that at was the thing that they gladly would 
have wished tor. For what could please them 
better that had already forsaken the truce taith,. 
than tou be punished from the company of ae 
those that believe otherwise than themselves? 
‘Thereture was fining and ransoming devised 
against the M anichces. But that would not 
serve; for either had they nothing to lose, or 
che were willing to Jose that they had. Then 
was it further devised and enacted, that they 
should be imprisoned, But impr isonment 
would not help neither, For the number of 
them was such as the prisons could not hold 
them; and the keepers many times were cor- 
rupted, Then was bamishment devised ; but 
that was worst of all other. For then would 
they, by their letters, openly defame those by 


whom, ‘tor their ianlajuess they hed received 


any damage. And further, not keeping their 
conscience to themselves, ceased not by ee 
ing in woods and cellars, by dewing in hugger- 
mugecr seditious books of their own making, 
keeping of midnight-lectures, making of inter 
ludes and ballads, to allure other silly souls to 
ther naug a atege so tar forth that af better 

remedy had not been provided, this canker 
would have crept over the whole body of 
Christendom, Nor were they so contented 
neither, but fell to open violence, as robbing 
and spoiling of churches, and taking other 
mens goods trom them, Tnsomuch that the 
stories of the church make mention, That 
when the Macedonians and tbe Catholics 
should come before the deputy of Philippus, 
for hearing of their controversy ; and that the 
throng was great, the Macedonians tell in 
hand with thes mt, and said, that by the num- 
ber of them it should scem rather that they 
came to fight with them than to dispute; and 
therewith drew their w eapons upon them, and 
slew them to the number of 8000.) For which 
violence of theirs, it was ord:imed, by consent 
through Christendom, that violence shuuld be 
offered them again, And their offence for 
common quictness sake, and for the peace of 
the church, punished in this sort: that 1s to 
sav, that i. it were by open witness proved, 

that any had offended, that yet he suight ab- 
jure for the first leuce; it le would; and 
Upon penance and repentauce made, be re- 
ceived into the church again, Butif he eft- 
sones icll in relapse, then “he should be left to 
the secular hand-.—W hich punishment, as it 
Wis, Was yet much more casy, thau that which 
Is here devised. For there you see, unless he 
had been convinced by witness for some open 
fact donc, he was without danger of the law. 
But here, though he intended to live under a 
law, and keep ‘his conscience to himself, yet 
will we grope him, and see what secretly ‘lieth 
in his breast: and to the intent he shall not 
dally with us, we offer him an oath, which, 
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many a man shall take that understandeth nat ! the other, hath been so shaken for religion, 


what it meaneth. ‘There you see the first of- | 
fence was not punished; but he had Icisure to 
bethink him and mend. But here the very 
first offence is punished ; ond by what punis “h- 
ment? Forsooth, by judement of prenmnire, 
which is loss of lands and goods, his body in 
prison at the queen’s will and pleasure; and 
vet he 1s im no great surety of his life neither, 
For it any man, upon displeasure, should kill 
him, his friends might well lament his death, 
but they could not punish it, For aman at 
tainted in premunire, 1s perdie out of the pro- 
tection of the king, and of the hiws. Yea, 
and besides all this, not aman dare give igi 
his alms, lest he should be an aidcr and miaiz- 
miner within the compass of this statute. ——- 
Theretore, methinks, the law was a great deal 
better, and surcly much inore protitable for 
the commonwealth, that was made inthe Ist 
of the queen’s maj. For there we see the first 
offence 1s not so gfievously punished. And if 
.every ccclesiastical person, every judge and 
other olficer, every one that is of the queen’s 
tte, every man that shall sue live ry, all scho- 
lars that are in the university, be sworn, (as 
they must be by the same statute) what mis- 
chief can there be wrought, but it shall be cs- 
pied and quenched? Iy it not, think you, an 
easier way to win men (for win them we must, 
if we shail do well) to leave a gap for hin open 
to promotion, if he embrace these proceed- 
ines, than if he reruse them, to take that he 
hath from him? Is it not a sutlicient pinish- 
ment for bim, that no man shall, by his wit 
and Jearning, so lone as he continucth that 
opinion, bear anv otlice, or have any counte- 
nance in this commonwealth? What. better 
proof can you have of the coodness of the law, 
that you see, since that time, no great breach 
of the law; no seditious coperegations, no tu- 
mule, but the common peace well kept, and 
every man liveth under a law without disturb- 
ance of the queen's proceedings ? So that that 
panishment be ne sutlicient, it is in vain to de- 
sire a greater to keep them under,—Let us 
follow the example of the queen's may. whose 
gracious highness hath with such clemency 
ruled us, and so tempered her justice with 
mercy, as I ween never prince since the con- 
quest hath for the time reined over us ima 
quieter peace, with more love and less exaction, 
"The honour he to her gracious maj. and those 
vood counsellors that have had that statute in 
hand. But suppose it w is passed fora law, what 
ereat good cauld we reckon should grow ta the 
conmmonwealth by it? You will say, 
stubborn paptsts should be rid out or the way ; 
who, if they lived, would be causers of sedi- 


a sort of 


tion; and sedition must needs be the cause of: 


dcvolation. Surely, if the w hole number, that 
chink zgainst the oath in their conscience, 
should refuse the oath, and for the offence: be 
executed ; the realin could not chnse but be 
much weak ened, and acreat deal the less able 
to defend itse!f. We may partly sce it by the 
universities, that what with the one side >and 


hat learning i is almost quite decaved in them, 
And if provision be not made, all dike to come 
toa barbarous ignorance’—But suppose yan 
that the ereatest part will retuse the oath? 
Think you that all that take at, wall upon 
the taking of it change their cahiscienece? 
Nay, many a false shrew there is that will lay 
his hand to the book, when his heart shall be 
far off. OF this hath this house full experl-. 
ence. For in the bill of conveying over of 
horses, there was a clinse, that whosoever 
would swear that it was tor his necessary tra- 
vel, it was lawful. And because men sucked 
not at such trifle to forswear themselves, that 
clause was repealed. And upon lke consider 
ation, by the grave advice of thishonse, was 
the o: ith ‘Jett out of the subsidy-book. Jf men 
for such trifles will forswear themselves, it can. 
not choose but be periluus, when their gouds, 
lands, libertics, and lives shall depend upon it. 
And namely upon a matter, whereof tor the 
Inost part they have no knowledge ; but all 
one to them, whether it be so or ” otherw: mse, 
And so protesting that to be m their con-. 
sciences whereof they stand in doubt, they 
shall wiltully forswear thenisclyes. —And if: 
men were scditious before, now will they be- 
come ten times more seditious. Neither sh: alt 
the queen’s maj. be ever a whit the © surer,” 
Which is the title, and as it should seem the 
ouly meaning of is bill. For ifany were re- ° 
bellious betore, vow will his heart become: 
nore rebellions; for that he as ecntorced ta 
perjury: and that mischief will secretly kecp 
in his mind, and shew it then, when he thinks 
eth it will do most harm. Or else, uf he be. 
not thus wickedly disposed, then will he linger. 
on in despair, and with Viol: ‘nce at the lask 
scek to destroy himself, which were too lament- 
able to hear of: and we the cause of all this 
inischief, Let us therefore, for the bonour of 
God, leave all maticg, and notwithstanding 
relinou: Ict us love together. For it is nu 
point of religion, one to hate another. Jet us 
mike an end of division, for fear lest our ene-, 
mies, who are iiehty and now in the ticld, mieht 
peradventure, fiading us at disscntion among 
oursclyes, the casilier vanquish us. Whereas, if 
we can agree and love together, there shall be 
no doubt but we shall put them now to the 
worst whom we have often vanquished before. 
Let us do as the good nother did before Sulo- 
mon, Ww ho when she had contention before the 
wise king for her own clild with the common 
harlot, and that the matter went so hard, that 
he could not tell to whom tu give it, but 
thoneht to divide it; the tender love oe the 
mother, considering ‘that the child’s division 
should be the child’s destruction, cyuld not. 
suffer that, but was content to yicld up, and 
vive away her interest. So let us, for the 
love of God, forget and forgve all griefs for 
the commonwealth’s sake, and let us ‘love one 
another: for so shall no division work the de- 
solation of our kincdom. And when we have 
done all, to this we must come at last, We 
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see in Germany, where, after so long conten- 
tion, and so great destruction and waste of 
their country, at Jast they are come to this 
point; that the papist and protestant can now 

uietly talk together, and never fall out about 
be matter. f beseech you, therefore, right 
bon. that you will well remember the trust 
that your country putteth in you; and since 
you have the sword in your hand to strike, be 
well aware whom you strike. For some shall 
you strike that are your near friends, some 
your kinsmen, but all your countrymen, and 
even Christians. And though you may lke 
these doings, yet may it be that your heirs af- 
ter you may mislike them; and then farewel 
vour name and worship. Remember that men 
that offend this way, offend not as murderers 
and thieves do, that is, of malice and wicked 
intent, but through conscience and zeal, at 
leastways through opinion of religion. And if 
it shall happen them to die in the wrong opi- 
nion, then shall we not only destroy the bo- 
dies, of which there is no small force, but their 
souls, which is a loss that can never be reco- 
vered. And if they should do it against their 
consciences, to save their lives, and seem per- 
adventure in doubt of the matter; then should 
they fall unto pexjury, and we become causers 
ofit. Aud sith they keep their consciences 
to themselves, and live under a law, why are : 
they to be punished by so sharp a law? And 
though some peradventure have offended yeu, 
vet do not for their sakes punish the rest, who 
never offended you; but rather for the others | 
sakes, who arc the greater number, forgive all. | 
Follow the example of the good mother in So- | 
lomon, or rather the example of the queen’s | 
maj. whorn [T pray God may long reign over 
us, and her isste after her.” 

Another l'etition of the Commons for the 
Queen to marry.| In this session the affair of | 
the queen’s Marriage and settling the Succes- 
:on was again renewed. Jan, 16th, a motion | 
was made in the commons, and on the 19th, 
the Speaker and 24 more were appointed a 
committee to draw up the form of a Petition 
to her maj. for the purpose aforesaid. On the 
23th, the Speaker, with the whole house, at- 
teadcd on the queen; and, after a short ora- 
tion of his own, delivered their petition to her. 
The form of which is preserved in D’Ewes's ; 
Journal, as tollows: | 

“ Your Commons, in this your maj.’s pre- 
sent pari. assembled, most high and mighty | 
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that your maj. hath at this time assembled 
your parl. for supplying and redressing the 
greatest wants and defaults in your common- . 
weal, and for the establishing the surety of 

the same; which your maj.’s most gracious 
meaning hath been at your commandment 
signified unto us, by the right hon. the lord 
keeper your great seal of England; namely in 
this, that he willed us first to have eonsidera- 
tion of the greatest matters that nearest 
touched the state of the realm, and the pre- 
servation thereof, sceming there also to ex- 
press unto us the conformity of your maj.’s 
mind, in having principal respect to the mat- 
ters of greatest weight; and for that tin ae 
assembling this your parl. And forasmuch as 
your said subjects sce nothing in this whole 
estate of so great importance to your maj. and 
the whole realm, nor sv necessary at this time 
to be reduced to certainty, as the sure conti- 
nuance of the govt. of the imperial crown 
thereof, and the most hon. issue of your body 
(which Almighty God send us to your highness's 
comfort) and for want thereof, in some certain 
limitation to guide the obedience of our pos 
teritv; and where Alinighty God, to our great 
terrur aod dreadful warning, lately touched 
your highness with some danger of your most 
noble person, by sickness; from which so soon 
as your grace was, by God's favour and mercy 
to us, recovered, your highness sent out your 
writs of parl. by force whereof your -sub- 


jects are at this time assembled; your said 


subjects are both by the necessity and impor- 
tance of the matter, and by the convenience 
of the tine of calling them immediately upon 
your recovery, enforced to gather, and cons 
fess, that your maj. of your most gracious ard 
motherly care for them and their posterity, 
have summoned this parl. principally for esta- 
blishing of some certain limitation of the imperial 
crown of your realm, for preservation of your 
subjccts from certain and uttcr destguction ; 
(if the same should net be provided in your 
life, which God Jong continue.) They cannot, 
I say, but acknowlcdge your maj. hath most 
graciously considered the great dangers, the 
unspeakable miscries of civil wars, the perilous 
intermingling of foreign princes with seditious, 


ambitious and factious subjects at home; the 


waste of noble houses, the slaughter of popes 
subversion of towns; intermission of all things 
pertaining to the maintenance of the realm, 
unsurety of all men’s possessions, hives 


princess, our most dread sovereign lady, as ‘estates; daily interchange of attainders and 
they do daily, to their commodity and com-! treasons. All these mischiefs," and infinite 
fort, feel and riccive the inestimable benctits | others, most likely and evident, if your maj. 
of your most gracious govt. of this your realm, : should be taken from us, without known her, 
i peace and surety, so do also most thank- (which God forbid) to fall upon your subjects, 
fully acknowledge the same, beseeching Al- ‘to the utter subversion of the whole, whereof 
mighty God long to bless and continue your: you have charge under God: if good pro 
most prosperous reign over them; and among ’ vision should not be had in this behalf. Your 
all these benclits which they daily receive of maj. hath weighed the examples of foreign 
‘your highness, they have at this time willed | nations, as what ensued the death of great 
me, in their names, to recognize unto your | Alexander, when for want. of certain heirs by 
highness, thit they account it not the least, ja begotten, or appointed, the variety of 
Wut rather among the greatest of them ull, a the diversity a dispositions jn them that 
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had titles, the ambition of them that under 
colour of duubtfulness of pitle forsook all obe- 
dience of titles, destroyed his dominions, and 
wasted posterity with mutual wars and slaugh- 
ters: in what miserable case also was this 
realm itself, when the title of the crown was 
tossed in question, between the two royal 
houses of Lancaster and York, till your most 
noble progenitors Henry VIT. and the lady 
Elizabeth bis wife, restered it to a scttled uni- 
ty, and left the crown in a certain course of 
succession? These things as your maj. hath, 
upon Ppl own danger, most graciously con- 
sidered for our comfort and safety; so we most 
bumble subjects, knowing the preservation of 
ourselves, and all our posterity, to depend 
upon the safety of your maj.’s most royal 
person, have most carefully and diligently con- 
sidered, how the want of heirs of your body, 
and certain limitation of succession after you, 
is most perilous to your highness, whom God 
long preserve amongst us. We have been ad- 
meonished of the great malice of your foreign 
enemies, which even in your lifetime have 
sought to transfer the dignity and right of your 
crown to a stranger; we have noted their 
daily most dangerous practices against your 
life and reign ; we have heard of some subjects 
of this land, most unnaturally coufederated 
‘with your enemies, to attempt the destruction 
of your maj. and us all that live by you; we 
ear a faction of ..heretics ia your realm, con- 
tentious and malicious Papists, lest they most 
annatorally against their country, most madly 
against their own safety, and most treach- 
erously against your highness, not only hope 
for the woful day of your death, but also lay 
In wait to advance some title, under which 
they may revive their late unspeakable cruelty, 
.to the destruction af goods, possessions and 
bodies, and thraldom of the souls and con- 
sciences of your faithful and Christian sub- 
jects; we see nothing to withstand their desire, 
but your only life; their unkindness and cruel- 
ty we have tasted; we fear much to what 
attempt the hope of such opportunity (nothing 
withstanding them but your life) will move 
them; we find how necessary it is for your 
reservation, that there be more bounds set 
tween your maj.’s life and their desire; we 
see, on the other side, how there can be no 
such danger to your maj. by ambition of any 
Apparent heir established by your benefit and 
advancement, for want of issue of your maj.’s 
royal body, as you are now subject unto, by 
reason of their desire and hape; we know not 
how many pretend titles and trust to succeed 
you, whose secret desire we so mucli more 
fear, because neither their number, furce, nor 
likelihood of disposition, is known unto us; 
and so we can the less bewarc of them for 
your preserration.—We find also, by good 
oo that the certain limitation of the crown 
f France, hath in that realm procured so 
aes quiet, as neither the person of the prince 
in possession hath heen indangered by secret 
QF Open practice; nos the commonweal mo- 
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lested by civil-dissention, through any querrel 
attempted, for the title’of that crown. And 
somewhat near home, we have remembred the 
miserable estate of Scotland, after the death 
of king Alexander, without aay certain hear, 
or limitation to whom the crown of Scotland 
should remain; by reason whereof the whole 
estate of that realm was left open to the am- 
bition of many competitors, and most grievous 
desolation and spoil, that grew upon such 
division; which atterwards gave occasion to 
king James V. to limit the crown of Scotland 
to certain noble famiiies of that realm ; where- 
by they, at this present, enjoy that quict 
surety which we want. And your maj.’s 
most noble progenitors, kings of this realin, 
have been io this behalf so careful, that from 
the conquest till this present day, the real 
was never left, as it is now, without a certain 
heir, living and known, to whom the crown, 
after the death of the prince, should apper- 
tain. So, as your maj. of your singular care 
for us, and our posterity, hath at this ame 
assembled us, for establishing this great and 
only stay of our safetics: we again, mpst gra- 
cious sovereign lady, acknow a ourselves, 
and all that we have, to depend upon your 
preservation, being according to our bounder 
duty, most careful of the same, are in most 
humble manner come to your ma)j.’s presence: 
and I, the mouth appointed for them, to- 
ether with, and in the name of all your most 
foving. natural and obedient subjccts, do pre- 
sent unto you our most lowly suit and petition, 
That forasmuch as of your ma).’s person would 
come the most redoubted and heirs of 
your crown, such as in time to come we would 
most comfortably see, and our posterity most 


Joytully obey: It may please your most exc. 


wa}. for our sakes, for our preservation and 
cemfurts, and at our most humble suit, to 
take to yourself some hon. husband, whem it 
shall please you to join unto in marriage j 
whom, whatsoever he be that your maj. shal} 
choose, we protest and promise, with ell be- 
mility and reverence, to honoar, love and 
serve, as to our most bounded duty shall ap- 
pertain. And where by thq statute which 
our most noble father assented unto, for the 
imitation of the successian of the crowht of 
this realm, your maj. is the last expressly 
named within the body of the said act; and 
for that your subjects cannot ju nor do 
know any thing of the form or validity of any 
further limitations, left mcertain for want of 
heirs of your body, whereby some grew den- 
gerous doubt remaineth in their », to 
their great grief, peril and unquietsress : it may 
also please your maj. by proclamation of cer« 
tainty already provided, if any such be, or else 
by limitations of certajnty, if none be, to pro- 
vide a most gracious remedy in this great 
necessity; which, by your most Aon, and 
motherly carefulness for them, hath occas 
sioned this assembly; that in this convenient 
time of parl. upon your late danger most gras 
ciously called, by you, for that cause, your 
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grace may now extend to us that ereat benc- 
ht, which otherwise, or -at other tunes, per- 
haps, shalt never be able to he done again; so 
ever, shall owe no less to your maj.’s propaya- 
tion of succession, than we do already owe to 


me most fignous grandfather, king Hen. VIL. 


is uniting of division. And vour subjects, on 
their behalts, for your inaj.’s further assurance, 
whereupon their own preservation wholly de- 
pendeth, shall employ their whole endeavours, 

nd wits, and power, to renew, devise and 
establish the most strong aid heneficial acts 
and laws of preservation and surety ot your 
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maj. and of your issue. in the imperial crown | 


of this realm; and the most penal, sharp and 
terrible statutes, to all that shall but ouce prac- 
tise? and attempt, or conceive against your 
sutetv; that by any possible ineans they may 
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we have set forth unto us, ‘to the end they 
should not be forgotten, 3 queens ; the 1st 


' Palestina, the queen, reigning before the de- 
not only we, but all ours hereatter, and for 


lige, w ho made laws as well concerning peace. 
as war. ‘Uhe gnd was Ceres, the queer, which 
made laws concerning evil-doers. And, the 
3rd was Mare, wife of Bathilacus, mother to. 
Stllicus, the king, who enacted laws tor the 
Maintenance and preservation of the cood and 
welkdocrs.—And since that time, Etheldred, 

aking in this realm, established Jaw s, aud set 
In most beaten, hizh, and cross wavs, a cross, 
and therem a h: ind, with a ring of gold, point- 
mato the most usual; which also: stonid untaken 

away or diminis ied during his lite. And so 
yon are the 4th queen, establisher of cood 
laws, our most dread sovereign lady, for 
your time, as happy as any of the three; which 
happiness for the present I let shin, and de- 


invent or establish, with such limitations of; sire, as all our hearts do, that come happy 
conditi ions, and restraiits to all in remainders, | marriage to your contentition might shortly be 


such grievous pains, and narrow anunadver- ! 
sions to all that shall enterprize or imagine any 
thing in prejudice of your highness, and your 
Issue, aS your maj, § shall not have any cause of 
suspicun, but most assured ground of conti- 
dence an all your taiihtul subjects, continually 
watching and warding tor your preservation, 
which God long continue, that you may see 
your childrens children, to his honour and our 
eomfort, and incline Four grac ous ear to our 
most humble petinons.” 

No answer was returned to this Petition, 
till the i6th of Feb.; and then mr. Comp- 
troller, and mr. Secretary, acquainted the 
house, “ That her maj. doubted not but the 
grave ‘heads of this house did right well cou- 
sider that she forgot not the suic of this honse, 
for the Succession; the matter being so we ihe 
ty, nor could forget it. Bat she willed the 
young heads to take exanple of their afi- 
cients.” We may believe this short answer to 
their long address was not well relnsiicd by the 
Commons; but still, no farther notice was 
taken of it, tll the 10th of April; when, the 
bills being all ready for the roval assent, the 
queen came to the Lords, in the niteruann ; 
and, on presenting the bills, the Speaker of 
the Commons made the following speech :— 

“ This it is, most excellent aad virtuons 
princess, &c. As nature giveth to every rea- 
sonable creature to speak, so it is a eracc to 
be well learned ; and T representing the mouth 
of such a body as cannot speak for itself, and 
in the presence of your maj.'s person and no- 
bles, must most humbiy desire and crave of 

ur highness, to bear’ with my imperfections, 
This commonwealth hath been, by God's pro- 
vidence, first instituted, and since, by mans 
policy, continucd ; wherein justice and good 
counsel is most to be preferred: for ancicnt 
Jaw-makers, and authors of good laws, be 
worthy to be praiscd, and had in perpetual 
rememberance ; and such are the laws that we 
have made in ‘this commonwealth, as, in my 
opinion, do-excell and pass all other human 
laws.-—Amongst divers, authors of good laws, 


| 


a a ee ee eee 


brought to pass. Your maj, finding this: realm 
oat of order, and full of abuses, have conti- 
nually had a epecial care to reforin the said 
abuses; and for the more expeihne: thercot, 

have conzregated together this ascembly, 
whereby partly to your contentaton, for re- 
formation of the same to its old ae estate, 

and for money and peace, 3s all that chicily: 
we have done; for which purposes we have 
aereed upon and made certain laws, which, 

until your mia}. have granted your roval as- 
sent, aud so given lite thereunto, cannot be 
called lie nd herein requiring of your 
naj. 3 petitions, two for the commons, and 
one for myself; the 1st, for such Jaws as they 

have made, being as vet without lite, and 50 
no laws; that it would please your maj. to 
erant your royal assent unto them. Qu, that 
vour hiebness would accept their doings in 
good part, that the imperfections of their In- 
ours by vour acceptance may be supplied ; 
lor, as appeareth i in sundry histories, the ees 
cons of those princes and subjects have long 
continued, which have welt used themselves 
one toward the other; which, without neglect- 
ing of my duty, I camot, in your presence, so 
let slip: for, ic It appeareth i in divers histories, 
the noble Alexander having presented unto 
him, by one of his poor soldiers, the head of 
one ‘of his enemies, he, not forgetting the ser- 
vice of his soldier, although herein he had 
done but his duty, gave unto him a cup of 
cold, which first the soldicr refused; but after 
that Alexander had commanded it to be filled 
with winc, and delivered him, hé received 1; 
whereby appearcth the nuble and hkeral heart 
of the said Alexander. Also Xenophon, writ- 
ing of the lite of Cyrus, who being liberal of 
nifts, having vanquished C resus, and he mar- 
velled at his hiberality, suid, “1t were better 

tokeep it by him, than so liberally to depart 
from it;” unto whom Cyrus answered, “ that 
his treasure was innumerable; and appointed 
Crosus a day to see the same; and therenpon 
took order, that his suhjcets should, before 


that tune, bring in their treasure; which ber 
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ing innumerable, and inore than Cyrus by any 
other means could have given, Creesuis inuch 
wondered thereat; Cyrus said, “ thou causest 
me to take of my subjects, and retain the 
‘same; but what nced I to take, when they so 
frankly will bring it unto me ; 
sion gerveth, ready continually to supuly my 
want? Therefure how can I be but rich, hav- 
ing such subjects? But if they by auy means 
were poor, then were [ poor also.” Which 
two worthy examples of Alexander and Cyrus 
your tua). hath mot forgotten to pursues but 
oy the like zeal have hitherto always used 

s, and now especially at tbs present, by your 
et gracions and irce pardon; for the which, 
and all other, they by me their mouth, do 
most humbly thank vou; acknow ledging such 
and so much luve and zeal ofetheir partys to- 
wards your mui. as ever any subjects did bear 
towards their prince and governor. And in 
token thereof, with one assent, to offer to your 
highness one subsidy and two 15thsy most 
humbly beseeching your maj. to accept it, not 
an recompence of your benctits, but also as a 
token of their duty, as the poor widow's far- 
thing was accepted, as appeareth m the scrip- 
ture. Srd, that it may also iike your maj. to 
accept my ‘humble thanks in allowing, and ad- 
mitting me, being unwarthy of this place, and 
bearing with any unworthy service; aud last of 
all, any unfitting words, uplandish and Ss 
speech; bese -eching God wo incline your maj.’ 
heart to marriage, and that he will so ie 
and send you good success thereunto, that we 
aay see the fruits and children that may come 
thereof: so that you and they may prosper- 
ously, and as long tine reign over us, as ever 
did any kings or princes; which Gud for his 
inercies’ suke grant unto us.” 

Then the Queen called the Lord Keeper unto 
her, conunanding him, in hcr name, to answer 
the Speaker, as she then declared unto hin, 
vhich he did, as tulloweth : 

‘* Mr. Speaker, the queen’s maj. hath heard 
how humbly and discrectly you have declared 
the prececdings, and for answer hath com- 
manded me that I should utter 3 or 4 things. 
The 1st, for her royal assent to the acts made 
at this parl. Qnd, how cointortably, and also 
thankfully, her maj. accepteth your ‘liberality. 
And, Srd, tur the exccuting of the laws. Here, 
my lords and masters, although [I cannot de- 
clare or open it unto you, as her maj. hath 
commanded me; and therefure willingly would 
hold my tongue, iI might; which, tor that I 
cannot be excused, I say unto you, as fulluw- 
eth; not, doubting of her highness’s clemency 
in bearing with me herein. 1st, her maj. con- 
sidereth how wiscly you have done for the abo- 
lishing of the Romish’ power, the common 
enemy of this realm; remembering your care 
for the defence of the same realm, your re- 
Spects for the maintenance or victual, the ba- 
pishment of vagabonds, and relief of the poor, 
arith others; and therefore alloweth your wor- 
thy proceedings herein, 2nd, your “liberality 
aud benevolcuce, wherein your wise consider- 
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ations towards her charges is by her maj. 
taken in thanktul part; and I take it to be 
my duty to put vou in remembrance, that al- 
though this subsidy 1 is made, aud to be borne 
by subjects, not daly accustomed thereunto, 
vet that at her first entrance she had the likes 
and that the grant thereof is more liberal than 
atore hath been accustomed, aad that it is of 
vour necessity, vet itis to withstand a greater 
necessity, that ror fault chereot would else 
have ensued; end thercivre that penny is well 
spent that saveth a groat; wlich also hath 
been vraatcd, neither with PeESuaslOns, threats, 
nor sharp wards which afore this tune hath, 
been accustomed, but by one general consent 
uf you all; wherein appearcth vour good wills 
and benevolent minds vou beur to hee mi: ily. 

which zeal she most kindly accepteth; ast, as 
she hs ith cause, thanketh you. Again, by ‘her 
maj.’s command, she, remembering by whom,, 
why, and to w Ramthisivus cranted, doth thauk 
as freely as you have granted, the most part 
whereof hath been accepted; and Jest those 
that have so treely oflered should yot be so 
ready toward the gathering, thinketh it much, 
better to luse the sum granted, than to lose 
your benevolent minds. Srd, to the exccution. 
of laws Thave little to say, although the whole’ 
substance cousisteth therein; because I did, 

in the beginning of this parl. declare my opi- 
Nion In that matter; aud therefore, as now. 
you have, to yous charges, taken pais ia 
waking Kool laws, so put to your helps, to see 
these and all others executed; for as it is ie 
tullible, that a thing done uncoustrained 1s: 
much better than when they be constrained, 
thereunto; even so her map. willeth you to 
look well, Vivant more words, to the execu~ 
tion, lest her grace should be driven to do, as 
she doth in her ecclesiastical laws, make com-. 
Missions to enquire whether they be done or 
no; whereby she shall know those justices and 
ofiecrs, Who have done their duty, and are tu 
be used in service of justice, w hereof her maj, 
desireth to have many; and again she shail 
understand who are to be barred from the 
like rooms, and the penal statutes to be on 
them cxecuted, after this gentle warning; 
which enquiry 1 know is like to fill on me, as 
well as another. Llowbeit, if justice be vot 
executed | shall be glad to see dis order taken, 

Notwithstanding, her maj, hopeth that thie 
her adinonition shall not needs; tor that you 
sce laws without execution be as a turch 
unlichted, or body without a soul: thererore, 
look well to the executing, {cere endeth the 
Sthines which her maj. commanded me tu 
say unto vou. Dosides this, her maj. hath ta 
answer your petiuons. And as to the arst, in 
Which you desire her royal asseat to such 
inatters as you have ucreed upon; to that she 
sith, iow, at this present she is come for that 
purpose, ‘And. fur your other petitions, to 
accept im good part, as well your service us 
the travails and ae of the nether house, 
this parl.: to that she answereth, how that she 
doth net vnly accept theta in good part, but 
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also thanketh both you and them for the 
sume. And touching your request before this, 
made unto her, for her Marriage and Succes- 
sion: because it is of such importance, where- 
by I doubted my own opening thereof, I there- 
fore desired her maj. that her meaning might 
be written, which she hath done, and delivered 
to me to be read, as followeth: . 

“Since there can be no duer debt than 
‘princes’ words, which I would observe, there- 
tore I answer to the same. Thus it 1s; the 2 
petitions which you made unto me do contain 
@ things, my Marriage, and Suocession after 
me. For the 1st, if i had let slip too much 
time, or if my strength had been decayed, 
vou mea the better have spoke therein; or 
wf any think I never meant to try that life, they 
be deceived; butif I may hereafter bend my 
mind thereunto, the rather for fultilling your 
request, I shall be therewith very well content. 
For the 2nd, the See thereof maketh me 
to say and pray, that I may linger here in this 
vale of misery for your comfort; wherein I 
have witness of my study and travail, for your 
surety: and I cannot, with ‘nunc dinittis,’ 


end my life, without T see some foundation of | 


your surety after my grave-stone.” 


After which, her maj. gave the royal assent | 


tw 31 public and 17 private acts. And then 
the lord kecper prorogued this parl. to the 2d 
of Oct. next ensuing. The priucipal acts 
passed in this session were, 1. An act 
against fond and fantastical Prophecies: 
@. An act against Conjurations, Enchant- 
ments and Witchcrafts. 3. An act for the 
due execution of the wrt de Excommuni- 
cato capiendo. Several good laws were made 
for the relief of the Poor; the punishment of 
those Vagabonds, calied Egyptians, and Forgers 
of Evidences; as, also, such as should commit 
Sodomy or Perjury. Other acts were made 
for well-ordering of the Royal Navy; for the 
support and improvement of Tillage. Several 
attainders were also reversed; amongst’ which 
that of the children of Cranmer, late abp. of 
Canterbury, is the most remarkable. An act 
was passed for a translation of the bible, and 
ether divine offices, into the Welsh tongue. 
Lastly, an act was made declaring the autho- 
rity of the lord keeper of the great seal of 
England and the lord chancellor's to be all 
one. Sothatnowsir Nich. Bacon, knt. who is, 
through both those parliaments, stiled ‘ Custos 
eB sigilli;* is declared to be the same as 
ford high chanc. of England. 

Oct. 2d, the sal being again met, the 
lord treasurer informed the members of both 
houses, “ That for spndry causes and conside- 
rations, but, particularly, by reason the plague 
was then raging m the cities of London and 
Westminster, and the suburbs of the same, 
~ ker maj. had thought good to prorogue this 
part. still farther, to the 5th of Oct. in the 
next year.” War had now been also pro- 
claimed on both sides, but it did not continue 
long; for the next year a peace was con- 
cluded between the two contendiug powers. 


appointed, it was again pror 
Sth of Oct. to the 30th of Apni next follows 
ing; without any reasons given for it in the 
writ. 
writ stil prorocued this park, to the 4th of Oct. 
next enstuing. 


But though the parl. met again, at the time 


ogued froin the 


And, from the last named day, anothet 


Nor was it then suffered to sit, 
but was once more prorogued to the 7th of 


Feb, ; from which time this parl. was still pro- 
rogued to the 30th of Sept, 1566. 


Proceedings in the Commons, on the death 


of their Spealer.} On the 30th of Sept. the 
two houses met accordingly; but an accident 
had happened to the Commons, which greatly 
disconcerted their proceedings. ‘Tho. Wilhams, 
esq. their Speaker, was dead; and, as they 
could not act without one, they were at a loss 
what to do in @ case that was hitherto anpre- 
cedented. A long entry is made in the Jour- 


nals of the Lords, relating to this affiir; 


whereby it appears, that the Commons, after 
much deliberation, agreed upon this; That a 


committee should be appointed to wait upon 
the lord keeper and the lords of the other 
house, to know their opinion of the matter, 
This committee consisted of sir Edw. Rogers, 
comptrotler of the household; sir Fra. Kuolles, 
vice-chamberlain; sir Wm. Cecil, chief-secre- 
tary; sir Amb. Cave, chancellor of the duchy 
of Lancaster; 4 of the chief members of ther 
house; and 20 more persons joined with them 
in commission. These were to repair to the 
Lords, to have their aid and assistance, both 
for intimation of the affair ty her maj. and to 
know her good pleasure in it. The lords, after 
some consultation, agreed, That the lord - 
keeper, the lord treasurer of England, the 
duke of Norfolk and the marq. of Northamp- 
ton, should be appointed to go along with the 
4 principals of the other house, being all of 
the privy council, to intimate the matter to 
her maj, in the name of both assemblies, and 
to know her pleasure therein. The result of 
this was, that, on the 2d day of their meet- 
ing, @ commission was shewed by the lord 
keeper, directed to hmiself, under the broad 
sexl, and was read in the house; importing, 
That the queen commanded the seid keeper 
td call before him all the members of the 
other house, and to acquaint them, that her 
maj.’s pleasure was that they should resort 
to their usual place, and there to chuse a new 
aker, after their accustomed manner. 
hich done, 3 or 4 of that house, in the 
name of the rest, were to inform the queen. 
of their choice, who then was to appoint a 
day when she would have their new speaker 
resented to her for her approbation.—In the 
Journals of the Commons we are told, that 
the members of that house, by virtue of the 
ueen’s writ, went upon the election of a new 
Speaker: That sir Edw. Rogers, knt. comp- 
troller of the househo!ld, made a motion, that 
whereas Rd. Onslow, esq: her maj.’s sohcitor 
general, was a member of that house, and 
yet attended the house of lords, that they 
would have him restored to them to jom ™ 
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the election of a speaker. On which, notice 
being sent to the lords, the said Rd. Onslow, 
esq; was se®t down to them; who enueavoured 
to shew, by his writ of attendance, and other 
arguments, that he could not serve in both 
capacities; he was, nevertheless, adjudged to 
be a member ct that house. Mr. Comptroller 
then named the said Mr. Onslow as their 
Speaker; who, again, endcavouring to evade 
it, urged, not aly his own inabilities, but 
the oath he had taken to her maj.; and 
required them to proceed to a new clection. 
On this, the house divided, and the numbers 
for his being Speaker were 82, against it 70: 
accordingly he was placed in the chair, :The 
next day, the queen being come to the Lords, 
and seated on the throne, the new Spcaker of 
the Commons was introduced between sir 
Edw. Rogers, comptroller of the household, 
and sir Francis Enolles, vice-chamberlain. 
Who, having made the usual reverences at 
the bar, spuke as follows: 

‘“< If it please your royal maj. most virtuous 
and most excellent princess, at the humble suit 
of the knights, citizeus and burgesses of your 
nether house of parl. now assembled, was sig- 
nified from your maj. by the mouth of the lord 
keeper, by force of your highness’s Ictters of 
commission, your pleasure and grant of free 
election to the knights, citizens, and burgesses, 
to chuse a fit and learned man, to be their 
Speaker, instcad of Thos. Williams, esq. their 
late Speaker, whom it hath pleased God to call 
to his mercy. For which they have cominand- 
ed me, in their names, to render unto your 
maj. most humble thanks; and have com- 
manded and forced me, to my great gricf, to 
signify to your mij. how accordingly they have 
proceeded to an election, and chosen and as- 
signed me (as I may say) being most unworthy 
to spenk in this place, for this Parle and for 
that I would not be obstinate, 1 am forced to 
wound myself with their sword, which wound 
yet being green and new, vour maj. being the 
perfect physician, may cure in disallowing that 
which they have allowed; tor that, without 

our consent it is nothing. And although I 
being very loth to trouble your highness, have 
made suit and used all ways aud means to 
avoid it, yet could I find no remedy ; and there- 
fore am driven to seek remedy at your hands; 
for, though I have the experience of their up- 
rightness, wisdom, and knowledge, which chose 
me; who, if they would have found any fault 
in me, I would lightly have believed them ; not- 
withstanding that we are for the most part 
given to think too much of ourselves) but in 
_ this day, that they seem to enabie me to this 
calling, whereof 1 know myseli unable, I can- 
not credit them no more than the simple pa- 
tient, grievously tormented with sickness, wall 
believe the physician, nay the whole college of 
them, if they say he hath no grief, pain, or 
sickness, J therefore do not attempt this re- 
leasing of me for any ease of myself, but would 
be glad to serve your maj. to the uttermost of 
= power, ia the office of sollicitorship, where- 
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unto Iam appointed, and not in this, being 
untit for the same; and that tor divers causes. 
For, 1st, I consider, I have to deal with many 


well learned, the flower and choice of the realm, . 


whose deep undeistanding 1uy wit cannot ate 
tain toreach unto. Nou, if they for great care- 
tulness would often inculcate it :nvo my dull 
head, to signify thé same uuto your hichness, 
yet my memory is so slippery by nature and 
sickness, that I should likely lose it by the way; 
yet, if perhaps [ kept part thercof, | have no 
other knowledge to help myself withal, but a 
little in the law, far inferior to divers in this 
house; and so should want learning and utter- 
ance to declare their meanings, as it requircth; 


especially when [ consider your royal maj. a 


princess endowed with so many virtues, learn- 
ing and flowing eloquence, it will abash and 
astonish me; and therefore finding these ine 
firmities, and other in we, I think myself most 
unworthy of this place. IJ trust thereiore only 
in your highness, that you will disailow this 


.clection; and the rather, for that by the true 


intent of your said letters, it may not be ga- 
thered that they should elect any of your ma- 
Jesty’s officers; for although the words be to 
have their free election, yet the law may re- 
strain them in some measure. As for exam- 
ple, we find in the law, that if it would please 
your maj. to grant licence to a dean and 
chapter, to purchase to them and their suc 
cessurs, 1001, yearly; which words be gene- 
rally: yet if the purchased lands be holden in 
‘ capite,’ this grant is void. And again, if you 
grant the fincs and amerciaments of all your 
tenants to one, who aiter chanceth to he sheriff 
of a shire, yet being a sheritf he cannot have 
them. So this (me secmeth) it it please your 
highness serveth, my case. Another+cause is 
for want of substance to maintain this my 
countenance; but yet your maj.’s goudness in 
this point stoppeth my moutli, tor that I have 
none other living, but in manner by you. So 
tur all these considerations, and divers others, 
as it shall please your maj. to consider, I hum- 
bly desire your highness to disallow this elec- 
tion, commanding them to repair again toge- 
ther, and to chuse another more fit to serve 
the same.” 

Then the Queen called the Lord Keeper, de- 
claring her opinion in answering him, who re- 
turning to his place, said as tullowethi— 

“ Mr. Onslow—The gqucen’s maj. hath heard 
and well understood this disabling yonisel! to 
this oftice; and doth well perceive your earnest 
suit to be discharged of the same; and tor an- 
swer, hath commanded me to say, That she 
doubteth not, but you very well understand, 
that when one is chosen to serve the common- 
wealth, it is not in him which is called, who 
hath appointed him thereunto. Also, there is 
an old similitude, that like as it aprertaineth 
to the head tu dispose every inferior member 
in his place, so it pertaineth to the queen’s 
maj. being the head, to appoint every one in 
the commonwealth. This being truth, and her 
14}. 2 eer your fidelity aud long 
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experience in parl. matters, and again being 
“chosen by so learned and expert men, thinketh 
therefore your fitness needeth not to be dis- 
‘puted here, and therefore they giving unto you 
‘puch faith and credit, according to an anticnt 
custom, she cannot but do the like; and also 
vou in disabling yourself fiave abled yourself, 
and therefore she doth allow and approve this 
their clection, nothing doubting her opinion in 
your ability to serve this turn.” 

To this Mr. Onslow returned the following 
@NSWCT :— 

“© Seeing that it hath pleased your maj. to 
ratify this election, J, to the utterinost of my 
power, shall serve your highness and this com- 
monwealth; but first my humble suit is, That 
it would please your ina). to accept my good- 
will; aad, the better to discharge my duty to- 

wards théin which have chosen me, that ii 
yreat inatters sent from them, | may have ac- 
cess to your inaj. at times convenicnt, as the 
weight shall require. Secondly, if Ly weak- 

ness I shall mistake the effect and meaning of 
the matters committed t6 me, by the knights, 
citizens, and burgesses, and thereby, against 
my will, misreport them, that then thereby this 
commonwealth may take no detriment; but 
that [ may conter again with them, the better 
to understand their meaning, and so with more 
words to utter the, same unto you: and, I shall 
pray, as Tam bound, to God, tur your long and 

_ prosperous reign over us.” 

Then ner Majesty called the Lord Keeper, 
and commanded him to answer him, which he 
did as tolloweth :— 

© Mr. Speaker; the queen’s maj. hath heard 
your humble petitions, and request made unto 
her, the effect whercof she gathereth to stand 
in two points: 1st, for access to her person; 
and, 2udly, for good interpretatioit of your 

‘meaning; and also larger declarations thereof, 
if need be. For the former, her Jughness (as 
her noble progenitors have done) is well con- 

. tented, that in convenient time, and for con- 
venient causes, in convenient place, and with- 
out importunity, (for that these parts now 
touched, have not been afore this time so well 
handled, as she now trusteth it shall be) which 
considered, as tree access she granteth vou, as 
anv other hath had. For the 2nd point, be- 
cause no man at all times may do so well, but 
soinetimes things may be uttered, which may 
be inis-spoken; for which cause, in that time 
also you shall have her intreatable; but she 
thinketh your circumspection to be such as 
she shall not therein need.—Now a werd or 
two to remember you here present of both the 
houses; 1st, this it is that P would advise you 
in this present proceeding, to preter the most 
weighty matters first, and not trouble your- 
selves with small matters, and of no weight; 
ond therein also, that all be done to under- 
stand the truth, and to avoid all superfluous 
matters, and losing or driving away of time. 
Secondly, it is protitable that you, my lords, 
and all others that be here, consider that long 
Mane requireth great expences, and therctore 


eis, ean a neeinieecioninang 
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wish you to make expedition, the rather to 
avoid the same. And yct not meaning such 
expedition, that any thing needful to be done, 
should be lightly passed over, and not substan- 
tially done, and seen unto; but only I mean 
that you should settle yourselves wholly tv 
mighty matters, and those which be necessary, 
and to spare superfluous things, and which 
needed not. And this is the sum [ have to 
say.” 7 

Oct. 22, a committee of Lords were appoint- 
ed to wait upon the queen, in the afternoon, 
to know her maj.’s pleasure. There 1s no 
farther entry made of this matter for that day; 
but ‘three days after the lord treasurer ac- 
quainted the house, that the queen, consider- 
ing his hoary hairs and old age, accompanied 
with heavy griefs, and, understanding the lord 
keeper's ane amendment, had minded to sup- 
ply both their defects, by appointing sir Rob. 
Catlyn, knt. lord chief justice of the common 
pleas, to execute the oftice of the said lord 
keeper, in parl. And her maj.’s letters pa- 
tents, for the suid appointment, were read ac- 
cordingly. '* 

A Committee of both Houses appointed to 
Oct. 
agth, the Lords, after deliberate consultation, 
and advice taken, how to provide in the great 
matter of Snecession and Marriage, which had 
been intimated to them from the Commons, 
ciume to the resolution, to send serj. Carus and 
Mr. Attorney down to them to notify, That 
there would be a member of their house 
chosen and sent to them, ro take their opmion 
in this affair. On the 50th, another committee 
of Lords was appointed for a conference with 
a select number of the commons, touching a 
Petition to be made to the queen, both tor the 
Succession and the Marriage. ‘This committee 
consisted of these lords following ; the abp. of 
York, the lord treasurer, the duke ot Norfolk, 
the marq. of Northampton; the earls ot 
Northumberland, Westmoreland, Shrewsbury, 
Worcester, Sussex, Huntingdon, Warwick, 
Bedford, Pembroke, and Leicester; the vis- 
counts Montague and Byndon; the bps. of 
Tandon, Durham, Winchester, Worcester, 
Lincoln, Rochester, Coventry and Litchfield ; 
the lord admiral and the lord chamberlain; 
the lords Morley, Cobham, Gray, Wentworth, 
Windsor, Rich, Sheffield, Paget, North, Has- 
tings of Loughborough, and the lord Hunsdon. 
—The committee of the Commons, for ma- 
naging this couterence, is also entered m the 
Lords Journals. Their names were, 

Sir Edw. Rogers, knt. Sir Nicholas Throg- 
Sir Fran. Knolles, knt. morton 

Sir William Cecil, knt. Sir Morris Berkley 
SirAmbrose Cave,knt. Sir Peter Carew 

Sir William Petre, knt. Sir John Chichester 
Sir Ralph Sadler, knt. Sir Thomas Gurgravé 
SirWalt.Mildmay,knt. Sir Henry Nevile 

all of her majesty’s Sir Thomas Arnold 

privy council, Sir Harry Ashley 
SirfhomasWroth, knt. Sir John Pollard 

inaster of the rolls, Sir John Perret 
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Sic Gabriel Carew 
Sir Thomas Gerrard 
Sir William Chester 
Sir John White 

Sir John St. Leger 
Sir John Constable 
Sir Tastings 
Sir John Moore 

Sir John Southwark 
Sir John Thinne 

Sir John Turpine 
Sir Henry Gates 

Sir Robert Winztield 
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Mr.Francis Fleetwood 
Mr. Montgomery 


- Mr. Tho. Fleetwood 


Mr. Bartue 

Mr. Ambrey 

Mr. Haddon 

Mr. Edward Leighton 
Mr. Young 

Mr. Charles Howard 
Mr. Altord 
Mr.HarryKuolles, sen. 
Mr. Hassel 

Mr. Hawtrey 


Sir Henry Cheney Mr. John Hastit 

Sir A. Chapman, knts, Mr. Ashley of the jew- 
Mr. Sechtord ; el-house 
Mr. Bell Mr. Cooley 

Mr. Monson Mr, William Moore 
Mr. Dalton Mr, Hilkiar 


Mr. Colbie 
Mr. Kingsmill 
Mr. Molincux 
Mr. Marsh 
Mr. Pratt 

Mr. Northton 
Mr. Wray 
Mr, Sandys 


Mr. Knight Marshal 
Mr, Robert Mannors 

“Mr. Barham 

‘  Mr.FrancisNewdigate 
Mr, Warnecombe 
Mr. Francis Brown 
Mr, Dunch 

’ Mr, Withers 

Mr. Recorder of Lon- Mr. Robert Bowles 

don Mr. Wilson. 

The Journals only tell us, that on the 5th 
of Nov. the same committee of Lords, and 30 
of the Commons, were appointed to wait upon 
her maj. by her own special command, But 
no account is given in these records, of what 
was done at the conference, or what answer 
her maj. gave to this committee. Mr. Caimb- 
den however informs us, “ that the queen of 
Scots was just then delivered of a sun, and 
that queen Elizabeth secretly envied her rival 
the honour of being a mother before her. 
Yet did she make na haste to follow her 
example; and this determined the E:nglish 
parl. to solicit Elizabeth strongly about Mar- 
riage, or to settle the Succession. ‘lhe pa- 

ists, on one hand, were big with hopes to | 

ave it settled in the queen of Scots, and her 
issue; whilst the protestants, on the other, 
were much divided about a successor, some 
for one person, some for another; every one 
foreboding sad and troublesome times, should 
the queen die before this important point was 
established.” The persons who pretended to 
have a title to the crown, and had their several 
abettors, besides the queen of Scots, were the 
countess of Lenox, a daughter of Mivgar¢t of 
England, by Archibald Douglass, earl of An- 
gus, her second husband. Catherine countess 
ot Hertford, the daughter and co-heir of 
Henrv Grey, marg. of Dorset, and Frances 
his wife, the eldest daughter and co-heir of 
Charles Brandon, duke of Suffulk, by Mary 


the French queen, youngest daughter to 
Henry VI. These several claims must have 


made the nation very uncasy at that time; 
siuce, without settling the succession, the 
single life of the queen, only, stopped the 
dass against many troubles which might 


t 
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ensue by her death. For this reason the 
lurds now thought proper to juin with the 
commons in an address to her maj. Whine 
the debates at the conference were, docs 
nut appear in either journal; but Cambden. 
assures us, * that the heats and clamours 
were so great, in the debates of both houses, 
about this affair, that they roundly taxed the. 
queen with a disregard to here country and, 
posterity.” In the house of Lards, the peers - 
that spoke the most in this debate were, the. 
earls ot Pembroke and Leicester; the duke of 
Nortulk also, but more cautiously, joined the 
others opinion, that the queen: ought to be 
obliged to take a husband; or that a successor. 
should be deckured by act of parl. even ayainst 
her will, But they were forced to make sub- 
mission for this, and had their pardon. How- 
ever, the whole house came to a resolution, 
to draw up an address to her in:y. to be deli-. 
vered by their speaker, the lord keeper Bacon 3 
which Address, or Petition, at large, is pre- 
served by Cambden, together with the. Queen’s 
Answer, and are as tollow: 


“© The Petition of the Lords Spiritual and 
Lemporal, to her Mujesty, upon the two. 
great matters of Mursiage and Succession, 
delivered by the Lord Keeper in Parl. 
Nov. 10, 1566. | 
“Most humbly beseecheth your excellenp. 

maj. your faithful, boving and obedient sube. 

jects, all your lords both spiritual and tems 
poral, assembled in pari. in your upper bonuses, 
to be so much their good Judy and sovereign, 
as according to your aecustumed beuniguity, 
to grant a gracious and tavournble hearing 
to their petitions and suits, which with al 

humbleness and, obedtence, they are cume. 
hither to present to your maj. by my mouth, 
in matters very nearly and dearly touching. 
your most royal person, the inpcriat crown of 
this your realin, and universal weal of the. 
sume; which suits, tur that they tend to the 
surety and preservation of these 3 things, your. 
person, crown, and realin, tye dearest jewel. 
that my lords have in the earth; therefore. 
they think themselves, for divers respects, 
vreatly buund to make these petitions; as_ 
first by their duty to God, then by their 
allegiance to your highness, aud lastly by the. 
faith they onght to bear to their uatural 
country. And like as, most graciuus sovercign, 
by these bonds they should have been bound. 
to make the like petition, upon like occasion, 
to any prince that it should have pleased, God. 
ta have appointed to reign over them; so. 
they think themselves doubly bound to make 
the same to your maj. considering that besides 
the bond beforementioned, they stand also 
bound sa to do, by the great and manituld 
benefits they have and do receive daily at 
your highness’s hands ; which, shortly to speak, 
be as great as the fruits of peacé, common 
quict and justice can give; and this with great 
care and charge to yourself. And thus my 
lords diversly bound, as your maj, hath heard, 
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are now to open to your highness their hum- 
bie petitions and sults, consisuag in two points 
chieliy; which not sundrily, or'the one with- 
out the other, but both joimtly they desire 
your highness to assent to: the 1st is, that 
it would please your maj. to disposé yourself 
to marry, where it shall please you, with whom 
it shall please you, and as soon as it shall 
please you. She 2d, that sume such limita- 
tion night be made, how the imperial crown 
of this realm should remain, if God call your 
highness without heir of your body, (which 
our Lord detend) so as these lords and nobies, 
and oiher your subjects then living, might suth- 
ciently understand to whom they should owe 
their allegiance aud duty, due to be dune by 
subjects; and chat they nught, by your maj.’s 
cence, and with your tavour, treat and con- 
fer together this parhament-ume, for the well 
domy of this, ‘Lhe tormer of these two, 
which is your Marriage, they do in their 
hearis most carnestly wish and pray, as a 
thins chat must needs breed and briug great 
and singular comfort to vourself, and unspeak- 
alle joy and gladness to all true English hearts. 
Bat the 2d c rneth with it such necessity, that 
Wiihvut it they cannot see how the satety of 
your royal person, the preservation of your 
Imperial crown aud realm, shall be, or can be 
suiuciently and ccrtainly provided tor, Most 
gracious and sovercign Jady, the lamentable 
and pitiful state and condition, whercin all 

our nobles und counsellors of late were, when 
It pleased Gad to lav his heavy hand upon you, 
and the amazedness that most men of under- 
standing were by the fruit of that sickness 
brought into, 1s cue cause of this their pcti- 
tion; the 2d, the aptness and opportunity of 
the time, by reason of this parl. whereby 
both such advice, consideration and consent, 
as is requisite In so great and weighty a cause, 
may be better heard and used, than at any 
other time, when-no parl, js. The 3d, for that 
the assenting and performingof these petitions, 
cannot, as they think, but breed great terror 
to our enemies, arid therefore must of necessity 
bring great surcty to your person; and espe- 
cially by addition of such laws, as may be 
Joined with this limitation, for a certain and 
sure observing it, aud preserving of your maj. 
against all practices’ and chances. The 4th 
cause, for that the like (as it 1s supposed) hath 
been done by divers of your noble progenitors, 
both of old tame and of late days; and also 
by other princes your neighbours, of the 
greatest estate in Europe; and for that ex- 
perience hath taught, that good hath come 
of it. The 5th, for that it appearcth by his- 
torics, how that in times past, persons inherit- 
xble to crowns being votarics and religious, to 
avoid such dangers as might have happened 
for want of succession to kingdoms, have left 
their vows and monasteries, and taken them- 
selves to inarriage; as Constantia a nun, heir 
to the kingdom of Sicily, married after 50 
years of age, to Henry VI. empcror of that 
naiuc, and had issue Frederick If. And hke 
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themsclves constrained, and enforced to 
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wise Pcter of Arragon, being a monk, mer- 
ried, the better to establish and pacify that 
kingdom. Again, Antoninus Pius 1s as muca 
commended, for that not two days before bis 
death, he said to his council, ‘leto animo 
morior, quoniam filium vobisrelinquo.’ Pyrrhus 
is of all godly men detested, for saying he 
would leave his realm to bim that had the 
sharpest sword. What but want of a suc- 
cessor known, made an end @f so great an 
empire as Alexander the Great did leave at 
his death? The 6th cause is, for that my lords 
do judge, the performing of this will breed, 
such an universal eladness in the hearts of all 
your true and loving subjects, that likely and 
probably you shall find them in all command- 
ments ready and glad to adventure their goods, 
lands and lives in your service, according to 
their bounden: duties; which of necessity must 
breed great surety te your majesty. The 7th 
cause, because the not doing of this, (if God 
should call your highness without beir of your 
body, which God grant never be scen, if it be 
his will) and yet your maj. right well know- 
eth, that princes and their offspring, be they 
never so great, never so strong, never so hke 
to live, be yet mortal, and subject every day, 
yea every hour, to God's call; my lords think, 
this happening, and no limitation made, can- 
not, by their judgments, but be the occasion 
of very evident and great danger and peril to 
all estates and sorts of men of this realm, hy 
the factions, seditions, and intestine war, 
that will grow, for want of anderstandmg to 
whom they should yield allegiance and duty; 
whereby much innocent blood is most like to 
be shed, and many of those to lose their lives, 
that now would gladly bestow them for your 
sake, in your maj.’s service.- The 8th, for 
that the not performing of this, the other hap- 
pening, doth leave the realm without govt. 
which is the greatest danger that can happen 
to any kingdom; for every prince Is ‘ anima 
legis,’ and so reputed: in law, and therciore 
upon the death of princes tle law dies; all 
the offices of justice, whereby the laws are to 
be executed, do cease; all: writs and com- 
mandments to call parties to the execution of 
justice, do hang in suspense ; all comumissions 
for the peace, and for the punishment of 
offenders, do determine aud lose their force; 
whereby it followeth consequently, that strength 
and will must rule, and neither law nor reason, 
during such a vacation and inter-reign ; wherein 
such an incertainty of succession is like to last so 
long, as it is to be feared (if God’s mercy be 
not the greater) that thereby we may become 
a prey to strangers (which our Lord defend) or 
at least lose the great honour and estimation 
that long time hath pertained tous, And like 
as, most gracious sovereign, my lords have been 
moved for the worldly respect aforesaid, to, 
make their humble petitions tq your maj.; 80 
by the examples, counsels, yea and coramand- 
ments, that they have heard out of the sacred 
Scriptures, and for conscience sake the feel 


the 
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like. God, your highness knoweth, by the 
course of the Scriptures, hath declared suc- 
cession and having of children to be oue of the 
principal benedictions in this life; and on the 
contrary, he hath pronounced contrarywise : 
and therefore Abraham prayed to God for is- 
sue, fearing that Eliasar, his steward, should 
have been bis heir ; and had promise that kings 
should proceed of hig body. Hannah, the mo- 
ther of Samuel, prayed to God with tears for 
issue: and Elizabeth (whose name your ma). 
beareth) mother to John the Baptist, was joy- 
ful when God had blessed her with fruit, ac- 
counting herself thereby to be delivered from 
reproach, And as this is a blessing in private 
houses, so is it much more in kingdoms, as it 
plainly appeareth in the two kingdums of Israel 
and Judah. Unto the kingdom of Judah, con- 
taining but two tribes, or thereabouts, God 
gave lineal succession by descent of kings ; and 
therefore they continued a long time. The 
kingdom of Israel, containing ten tribes, or 
thereabouts, often destitute of lawful heirs, the 
ove half of the people following the one, and 
the other half following the other, by wars and 
seditions weakencd, came soon to ruin, as 
plainly appeareth by the third and fourth book 
of Kings. And again, in the time of the judges, 
because there was no ordinary succession, the 

eople were oftentimes overcome, and carried 
into captivit%. Besides, it is plain, by the 
Scriptures, that godly governors and princes 
(as tathers of their countries) have always been 
¢areful to avoid.the great evil that might en- 
sue, through want of limitation of succession ; 
therefore Moses did enjoin Joshua to be his 
successor, and David his son Solomon; where- 
by a sedition was appeased, begotten by Ado- 
nijah: of this there be many examples.  Far- 
ther, seeing it may be easily gathered by expe- 
rience of all ages past, that civil wars, effusion 
of christian blood, and consequently ruins of 
kingdoms do follow, where realins be left with- 
Out a certuinty of succession ; and your maj. 
is also informed of the same, and sued unto for 
redress: if therefore now no sufficicut remedy 
should be by your highness provided, that then 
it should be a dangerous burden, befure God, 
to your maj. and you were to yield a strict ac- 
count. to God for the same; considering you 
are placed, as the a a Ezekiel saith, * in 
altissimo speculo’ of this commonwealth, and 
gee the sword coming, and provide no remedy 
for the defence of it. Lastly, the spirit of God 
pronounceth, by the mouth of St. Paul, to Ti- 
mothy, that ‘ whosoever maketh no due pro- 
vision for his family, is in very great danger to 
God-ward ;’ and also by the mouth of St. John, 
that ‘ whoscever seeth but one brother in ne- 
cessity, and doth shut up the bouwels of pity 
and compassion from him, hath not the love of 
God remaining in him:’ whereby it 5 plain 
and manifest, bow fearful a thing it were, if this 
whole realm, containing so many families, were 
not, in a perilous case, upon their suit provided 
for; or if the bowels of mercy should be shut 
pp from so many thousands, which every way 
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were like to fall into most extreme miseries, if 
God should call your highness without certainty 
of succession; which we pray to God may 
never happen. Most excellent princess, the 
piuces of Scripture containing the said threat- 
nings, be set forth with more sharp words than 
be here expressed. ‘Thus, must gracious so- 
vereign, your lords and nobles, both spiritual 
and temporal, have, as briefly as they can, first 
shewed to your maj. how diversly they take 
themselves bound, to make these their humble 
petitions unto you; and then what their peti- 
tions be; and after that what reasons for 
worldly respects, and what by the Scriptures, 
and for conscience sake, have inoved them 
thus to du; which here upon their knees, ac- 
cording to their bounden duty, they most hum- 
bly aud earnestly pray your maj. tu have con- 
sideration of in time; and to give them such 
favourable and comfortable answer to the same, 
that some good effect and conclusion may grow 
before the end of the session of this parl. the 
uttermost day of their greatest hope, whereby 
this commonwealth, which your highness found 
to be « lateritia,’ as Augustus did his, and by 
your great Providence is now come to be™ 
‘marmorea,’ shall not fur want of performing 
this, if God shall call your highness, without 
heir of your body, be in more dangerous estate 
and condition, than ever it was that any man 
can remember, True it is, that this suit is made 
by my lords, not without great hope of geod 
success, by reason of the expericnce that they 
have had of your bountiful goodness shewed to 
them, and the rest of your loving subjects, di- 
vers and sundry ways, since the begining of 
your reign ; which they pray God long to cune 
tinue, to his honour, with all felicity.” 

‘The Queen’s Answer.) ‘ Since there can be 
no duer debt than a prince’s word, to keep thae 
unspotted, for my part, as one that would be 
loth that the selitsame thing that keepeth mer- 
chants credit from craze, should be the cause 
that a prince’s speech should merit blame, and 
so their honour quail ; therefore I will an un- 
swer give, and this it is: the two petitions that 
you presented me (which must doubtless relate 
to the two several parts of one and the sue 
petition, viz. the Marriage and the Succession, 
and might not improperly be so called though 
couched in one body, and as the words also 
following doin manner explain it) expressed 
many words, which contained in sum these — 
two things, as of your cares the greatest, m 
Marriage and my Succession. Of which two 
think the last best to be touched, and of the 
other a silent thought may serve. For, { thought 
it had been so desired, as none other trees 
blossom should have been minded, or ever any 
hope of any fruit had been denied you, And 
yet by the way, if any here doubt, that I am, 
by vow or determination, bent never to trad¢ 
in that kind of life, put out that kind of he- 
esie; for your belief is therein awry. Tor 
though I can think it best for a private wornan, 
yet | do strive with myself not to think it neue. 
for a prince; agd if] can bend my biking to 
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your need, I will not resist such a mind.—But, her maj. commanded 30 members of the Com- 
to the last, think not that you had necded this mons, as is mentioned in the Journals, along 


desire, if I had seen a time so fit, and it so ripe 
to be denounced. The greatness of the cause 
therefore, aud need of your returns, doth make 
me say that which I think the wise may easily 
guess, that as a short time, for so long conti- 
nuance, ought not to pass by roat, as many tell 
their tales; even so, as cause by conference 
with the learned, shall shew me matter worth 
the utterance for your behoof, so shall I more 
gladly pursue your good, atter my davs, than 
with all my prayers, whilst I live, be means to 
linger my living thread. And thus, much more 
than I thought, will Tadd fer your comfort + I 
have good record in this place, thar other 
means than you mention, have been thought 
of, perchance for your good, as much as for 
my surety, no less; which, it presently and con- 
veniently could have been eaccuted, it had not 
been now deterred or overslipped. But [hope 
I shall die in quiet with § nunc dimittis 7 which 
cisnot be, without [ see some glimpse of your 
following surety, after my graved bones,” 

‘Fhe Lords having received this answer to 
their address, were, seemingly, satisfied ; but 
not so the Commons. For Cambden writes, 
that Dutton, Wentworth and other membcrs 
of that house, such as Bell and Monson, great 
lawyers, grated hard on the queen's royal pre- 
rogative. ‘They muintained, amongst other 
points, “ That kings are bound to appoint a 
successor; that the affection of the subject ts 
the most impregnable bulwark and support of 
the prince; but that princes can gain this af- 
fection no atherwise, than by providing for the 
welfare of their subjects, both whilst after they 


with the committee of lords, to make their 

appearance before her. On their commg to 
her, she endeavoured first to smooth and qua- 
ify their minds by many obliging expressions ; 
but afterwards gave them a smart reproof, in 
‘which, howerer, she mixed some sweetness 
with maj. She promised them to manage 
; things not only with the care of a prince, but 
| the tenderness of a parent; by wich means 
' she diverted them from their resolution, Andy 
| because the parl. had offered greater subsidies 
‘than usual, on condition she would declare a 
; successor, she utterly refused that extraordi- 
/nary supply, and accepted of a much smaller 
‘sum, <Abating the receipt of the fourth part 
of the money so granted; and telling them,, 
after commending their regard for her, “ That 
money in her subjects purse, was as good as in 
her own exchequer.” 

This is the substance of what Cambden 
writes of this matter; as, indeed, it is also of 
what we iind in the Journals of the Commons 
about it: except that two inhibitions were sent 
to that house by the queen, expressly forbid- 
| ding them to proceed in that aflair any farther. 
This occasioned a motion to be made, by Paul 
Wentworth, esq. to know whether the qucen’s. 
commands and inhibition were not against the 
liberties and privileges of the hou&e ? On which 
nice question the debates aforementioned were 
grounded. Many arguments ensued upon this ; 
and the debate lasted from 9 in the morning, 
Nov. 11th, till 2 im the afternoon. Next day 
' the Speaker was again sent for to court; who 

reported to the house, “ That he had received 
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liye and after their death. And which can by | a special command from the queen, that there 
no means be done, but where ’tis certainly , should be no farther talk of that matter ; and 
known who shall succced to the throne. That ' if any person thought hiinself not satistied, and 


the queen, by not appointing a successor, did | 


at once provoke the wrath of God and alienate 
the hearts of her people. Whereas, would she 
ossess the affections of her subjects, and the 
favour of God, and live for ever in the remem- 
brance of her people, she must. of course nomi- 
nate a successor. If not, she would be rather 
a step-mother of her country, or something 
worse, than the nursing-mother thereof; as 
being seemingly desirous that England, which 
lived as it were in her, should rather expire 
with than survive or outlast her. That none 
but timorous princes, or such as were hated 
by their pore or faint-hearted women, did 
ever stand in fear of their successors ; nor can 
that prince, with any reason, apprehend dan- 
gers from a successor, who 3s fortified and se- 
cured by the lave and duty of his subjects.” 
The Queen being made acquainted with the 
baldness of these speeches, it gave her no little 
concern, for the present, though she secméd to 
overlook it. However, the points above-mcn- 
tioned being still insisted on, with much heat 
anil great insolence; and the members so 
audacious as to back their pertness with invec- 
tives and abuses, the queen was resolved to 
put a stopto these proceedings. Accordingly, 


had further reasons, let him come and shew 
‘them before the privy council.”——But we fnd 
that on the 25th, the Speaker, coming again 
from her maj. declared to the house, ‘ ‘That 
for the good-will she bore to them, she did re- 
voke her two former commandinents ; but de- 
' sired the house to proceed no further in the 
| matter at that time.” Which revocation, says 
the Journal, “ was taken ky the house most 
joyfully ; with most hearty prayer and thanks 
for the saine.” 

A Subsidy.) Oct. 17, the supply was moved 
in the Commons, by Mr. Comptroller Rogers, 
and seconded by Secretary Cecil; who de- 
clared, “ That it was to detray the queen's 
charges at Newhaven, the navy, and the mu- 
nitions against John Q’Neyle, in Ireland.” 
This bill was sent up to the Lords, on the 
17th of Dec, and passed that house on the 
18th. The grant was one 15th, one 10th, and 
a Sulisidy ; a suhsidy from the clergy of 4s. in 
the pound to be paid in 3 years, had been con- 
firmed by parl. some days betore. Part of this 
tax, says Cambden, the queen remitted; as 
not caring to lie under too high an obligafon. 

“ her parl. considering she was resolved not 


to oblige them, ¢ither in taking a busbaad 
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herself, or declaring a successor to the 
crown. 

In this session was passed an act, declaring 

“the election, consecration, confirmation and 
installment of the abps. and bps. of England 
to be good and lawful; and that the said bps. 
were elected and consecrated duly, and ac- 
cording to the laws of the land.”—A bill was 
also brought into the Lords, and read twice, 
* That no man killing any person at, what is 
called in the Journals, 20-12 prick, or longer 
mark, shall forfeit bis goods or chattels.” 
‘Which bill, because it touched the queen’s 
‘prerogative, it was thought convenicnt to pro- 
“ceed in it no farther, ‘tll her maj.’s pleasure 
was known therein. But we hear no more of 
it.—A list of the public acts passed in this ses- 
sion will be found at the end of this reign. 

The Parl. dissolred.} | Yhe bills being all 
ready, after a short adjournment, froin the 30th 

‘of Dec. to the 2d of Jan.; on that day, the 
quecn caine, by water, from Whitehall, as was 
her usual custoin, and landed on the back- 
‘side of the parliament-chainber. After which, 
being apparelled in her pariament-robes, with 
‘acaul on her head, she came fourth, and pro- 
‘ceeded up and took her seat; the marq. of 
Northampton, carrying the cap of mainte- 
nance, stood on her right hand, and the carl 
of Westinoreland the sword at her left hand, 
with the heralds and serjeants of arms betore 
her; the queen’s inantle borne up on either 
‘side from ber arms by the earl of Leicester 
und the lord Hunsdon, who always stood still by 
her for the assisting thereof, when she stood 
up; her train borne by the lady Strange, as- 
sisted by the lord chamberlain aud vice cham- 
berlain. Ac the lett hand of the queen, and 
south side, kneeled the ladies; and behind the 
queen, at the rail, stood the lord keeper on 
the right hand, the lord treasurer on the lett 
hand, with divers young lords and peers eldest 
sons. - Then all being placed, Mr. Onslow the 
Speaker was brought in, between sir Francis 
Knolles, vice chamberlain, and sir Ainbrose 
Cave, chancellor of the duchy; and after re- 
vereuce done, proceeded duwn to the wail, 
‘and from thence cume up to the rail, in the 
way making 3 reverences; and standing there, 
made other 3 like reverences, and then began 
his oration, as followeth: 

The Speaker's Speech.| ‘ Most excellent 
and virtuous princess, &c. Where I have been 
elected by the knights, citizens, and burgesses 
-of this your nether house, to be their mouth 
or Speaker, and thereuntu appointed and al- 
lowed by your maj. to supply the same room, 
‘to the bewraying of my wants; especially, that 
thereby I shall be forced utterly to discover 
the barrenness of my learning beture this no- 
ble assembly, which not a little gricveth me, 
and would gladly be excused, considering the 
. true saying, “ how there is no difference be- 
tween a wise man and a fool, if they may keep 
silence ;” which I require. But again, consi- 
deriug ‘your maj.’s clemency, taking in good 


part the good will of the party for want of 


' ability, which putteth n.e in remembrance and 
| guod hope, persuading me that you will not 
| tuke your said clemency frotn me, contrary to 
' your nature. Again, when | consider my of- 
| fice as Speaker, it is no preat matter, being 
| but a mouth, to utter things appointed me to 
speak unto you, and not otherwise; which. 
cousisteth only in speaking, and not in any 
other knowledge; whereby [ gather how it is 
necessary, [ speak sunply. and plainly, accord- 
ing to the truth and trust reposed in me, And 
thus, considering whose mouth I am, which 
chose me to speak tur them, being the knights, 
citizens, and burgesses, who were not also by 
the commons chosen for their eloquence, but 
| fur their wisdom and discretion; by this 
‘means, being fit men to whom the Commons 
| have committed the care and charge of them- 
| selves, wives and children, lands and goods: 
and so in their behalf to foresee, and take or- 
der for all things necessary. ‘Thus they being 
chosen by the plain commons, it is necessary 
they elect a plain Speaker, fit for the plain 
matter, and therefore well provided at first to 
have such a one as should use plain words, 
and not either so fine that they cannot be un- 
‘derstood, or else so cloquent, that now and 
then they miss the cushion, But now, upon 
{ 
I 
| 
‘ 
‘ 


oceasion of beholding your grace and this no~ 
ble assembly, I consider the manifold and 
ereat benefits which God suddenly hath sent 
unto this country; for although God hath 
granted the beneht of creation and conserva- 
uon, with many other commodities, to other 
nations of the world; yet this our native coun- 
| try he hath blessed, not only with the like, but 
also with much more fruittulness than any 
other; oi which great and inestimable benctit 
of God’s preferment, which appeareth better 
by the want that others have ui the same, I 
am occasioned now to speak, the rather to 
move and stir up our hearts to give most 
hearty thanks to God for the same.—Now to 
| speak of govt. by Succession, Election, Relie 
| vion, or Policy: 1st, 1f the body should want 
| 
| 
| 
| 


a head, it were a great monster; so it 1s like- 
wise 1fit have many heads, as if upon every. 
several member were a head. And to speak 
of one head; although in the body be several 
members, which be made of flesh, bones, si- 
news, and joints, yet the one head thereof go- 
I verneth wisely the same; which if it should 
want, we should be worse than wild beasts 
without a shepherd, and so worthily be called 
u monstrous beast. Again, if the body should 
be governed by many heads, then the same 
would soon come to destruction, by reason of 
the controversy amongst them, who would ne- 
ver agree, but be destroyed without any to- 
reign invasion; therefore God secth tt is need- 
ful that the people have a king, and therefore 
a king is granted them; and so therctore the 
best govt. is to be ruled by one king, and not 
many, who may maintain and cherish the good 
| and godly, and punish the ungodly and offend- 
ers.—As for'govt. by Election, in that is grext 
| variance, particularly strifes and part-takings, 


,. 


A 


and nature’s, that 3 several nations governing 


‘to live and serve God, as one ot his good crea- 


sutter his subjects to enjoy their own, without 


totle saith, “ that the life of the prince is the 
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As for examples, amongst the rest, take out 
one, which is called the most holy, as that of 
the pope; and weigh how holily and quietly it 
is done, called indeed holy and quiet, but ut- 
terly unholy and uaquiet, with great part- 
takings and strifes. Now touching Religion. 
To see the divine providence of God, how that 
many nations be poverned by one prince; 
which were impossible, but that God ordereth 
it so, by whom the order of regimen is ap- 
pointed, and that in his scriptures; wherefore 
the subjects ought to obey the same, yea, al- 
though they were evil, and much more those 
that be good. So God hath here appointed 
us not a heathen, or unbelieving prince, as he 
might, but a faithful, and one of bis own chil- 
dren, to govern us his children; in which govt. 
the prince serveth God two ways, as a man 
and asaking. In that he is a man, he ought 


maintenance of the laws, and that it is better 
to be governed by a good prince than by good 
laws;” and so your inaj. as a good prince, is 
not viven to tyranny, contrary to your laws; 
but have and do pardon divers of your subjects 
offending against the laws. As now for ex- 
ample of your special grace, you have granted 
a general pardon, either without our seeking 
or looking for, whereby it is the better wel- 
come. Again, your maj. hath not attempted 
to make laws contrary to order, but orderly 
have called this parl. who perceived .certain 
wants, and thereunto have put their helping 
hand. And for help of evil manners, good 
laws are brought forth; of the which we be- 
seech your excellent maj. so many as you shall 
allow, to inspire with the breath of your maj.’s 
power; whereby they may be quickened 
which now want life, and so be made laws. 
Furthennore, concerning payments to be made 
to the prince, it is as to deliver the same to 
God’s ministers, who are appointed always for 
our defence; wherefore your humble subjects 
do offer a Subsidy, to be put into your maj.’s 
treasure; which, although it be but as a mite, 
or a farthing, yet is the good will of them to 
be reputed as the poor widow’s was in the 
gospel; wherein I must not omit to do that 
which never Speaker did before, viz. to desire 
your maj. not to regard this simple offer of 
ours, but therein to accept our good will, 
wherein your highness hath prevented me in 
taking in the best part our good will; and re- 
quired us to retain in our hands part of our 
gift, and accounting it to be in our purses as 
in your own; and so is our duty, besides the 
pulicy therdof, it being for our own defence; 
and also honesty, for that we have received 
many benefits by your maj.; for he that doth 
a good turn deserveth the praise, and not he 
which afterwards goeth about to reward, or 
doth reward the same. Also giving most 
hearty thanks to God, for that your highness 
hath signified your pleasure of your inclination 
to marriage; which afore you were not given 
unto, which is done for our safeguard; that 
when God shall call you, you shall leave of 
your own ‘body to succeed you, which was the 
greatest promise that God made to David, 
and the greatest request that Abraham desired 
ot God, when God promised him exceeding 
great reward; who said, “ Lord, what wilt 
thou give me when I go childless; and he that 
is the steward of mine house is mine heir?” 
‘Thercfore God grant us, that as your mg. 
hath detended the faith of Abraham, you may 
have the like desire of issue with you. And 
fur that purpose, that yoo would shortly em- 
brace the holy state of matrimony, to have 
one, when and with whom God shall appoint, 
and best like your maj.; and so the issue of 
your own body, by your example, rule over 
our posterity; and that we may obtain this, 
let us give uur most humble thanks to God 
for his manifold benefits bestowed upon us, 
and pray for the reign of your maj.’s issue, af 
ter your long-desired government.” 


tures; and that he is a king, and so God’s 
spccial creature, he ought to make laws 
whereby God may be truly worshipped, and 
that his subjects might do no injury one to 
another, and especially to make quietness 
among the ministers of the church; to extin- 
guish and put away ail hurtful and unprofit- 
able ceremonies, in any case contrary to God’s 
word: in which point we have, in your ma)j.’s 
behalf, yreat thanks to give unto God, in set- 
ting forth unto us the liberty of God’s word, 
whereof before we were bereaved; and that 
you have reformed the state of the corrupt 
church, now drawing souls uut of dangerous 
errors, which afore by that corruption they 
were led and brought unto. And concerning 
Policy, God hath committed to your highness 
two swords; the one of which may'be called 
the sword of war, to punish outward enemics 
withal; and the other the sword of justice, to 
correct offending subjects. In which point of 
policy your maj. is not behind your: progeni- 
tors; for although, at your entrance, you found 
this realm in war, aud ungarnished with mu- 
mition, and that with such store as never was 
befure; yet you have dislodged our ancient 
eneinies, which were planted and placed cven 
‘upon the walls of this realm. And concern- 
ing policy in laws, as bones, sinews, and joints 
be the turce of a natural body, so are good 
laws the strength of a commonwealth: and 
your laws be consisting of two points, the 
common laws and the statutes. And for the 
common law, it is so grounded on God’s laws 


here have all allowed the same; which is not 
inferior, but rather superior, and more indif- 
ferent than any other law. For, by our cum- 
mon law, although there be for the prince 
provided many princely prerogatives and roy- 
alties; yet itis not such as the prince can take 
gnoney, or other things, or do as he will, at his 
‘own pleasure, without order; but quietly to 


wrongful oppression, wherein other princes by 
their liberty do take as pleaseth them, Anis- 
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Then the Lord Keeper (after the queen had 
_ Galled him, and told him her mind) answered 
to Mr. Speaker, and said: 

Lhe Lord Keeper's Answer.) “ Mr. Speaker ; 
the queen hath heard and understood your 
wise and eloquent oration, whereby principall 
I gather 4 things ; 1st, disabling yourself. aiid. 
concerning governnace. The Srd, touching 
the subsidy. And, lastly, in giving thanks; 
which also was intermingled very wisely in all 
perts of your oration. And for the 1st, in dis- 
abling yourself, you have thercin contrarily be- 
-wrayed your own ableness. For the 2nd, con- 
cerning governance, as well by succession as 
election, of reljgion and policy, in which dis- 
course yoy have dealt well, 1 therefure leave 
at, and mean to speak only a few words, as to 
your last word, policy.—Politic orders be rules 
of all good acts, and touching those that you 
have made to the overthrowing of good laws, 
they descrve reproot as well as the others de- 
serve praise; in which like case you err, in 
bringing her maj.’s prerogative in question, and 
for that thing, wherein she meant not to hurt 
sny of your hberties. And again, the grant of 
her letters patents in question is nut a little 
marvel, tur that therein you find fault; which 
is now no new-devised thing, but such as atore 
this time hath been used and put in practice ; 
howbeit, her maj.’s nature is mild and full of 
clemency ; so that she is loth herein to be aus- 
tere; and therefore, though at this time she 
sufter you all to depart quietly unto your coun- 
tries for your amendment, yet as it is needful, 
60 she hopeth that the offenders will hereatter 
use themsclves well.—Avain, touching the good 
laws, which you have taken great pains in mak- 
ing: if they be not executed, they be not only 
as rods without hands to execute them, or as 
torches without light, but also breed great con- 
tempt: thcretore look well to the exccution; 
for, if it be not done, the fault is in some of 
us, which she putteth orderly in trust to see it 
done.—For tbe 3rd point, concerning the pre- 
sentment of the subsidy, her maj. biddeth me 
say, that when the lords spiritual and temporal 
granted it unto her, so she trusteth vou will be 
ns careful m gathering of it; which I, and 
others be witness, how very unwilling and loth 
she was to take, but to avoid further inconve- 
nience,—And lastly, concerning knowledge of 
benetits, and giving of thanks, which you have 
well decifred be many, yet one in comparison 
above all, yea, a fruit above all other, and 
whereby you may enjoy all the other, which is 
her marriaze ; whereof she hath put you in 
good hope.—Further, I have to put you in re- 
membrance of 3 things; the 1st is, that where 
now you acknowledge benefits, and as you 
have cause to give thanks; so Qndly, that you 
he not unmindtul hereatter to do the ike; and 
Srdly, that in all your doings hereafter, you 
show yourselves, that ull these benefits be had 
in remembrance, and not forgotten; for that 
3t should be a thing against reason in human 
creatures ; especially therefore now it behoveth 
ait all, as yyu have acknowledged beuetits, 

cL. 1. 


Cd 


and for them given thanks in the first point, so 
that you see the other two observed. And then 
her taj. will not fail likewise thanktully to ac- 
cept the same.” 

Lhe Queen's Speech.| Then the Quecn stand- 
Ing up, said (after she had given her royal as- 
sent unto 19 public acts, and 13 private) :— 

«© My Lords, and others the Commons of 
this Assembly ; although the Lord Kceper hath, 
according to order, very well answercd in my 
name, yet as a periphrasis I have a few werds 
further, to speak unto you: notwithstanding I 
have not been used, nor love to do it, m such 
open assemblics ; yet now, not to the end to 
amend his talk, but remembring that common- 
ly princes own words be better printed in the 
hearers memory, than those spokcn by their 
command; I mean to sav thus much unto you. 
I have in this assembly souud so much dissumu- 
lation, where I always professed plainness, that 
[ marvel thereat; yea two faces under one 
hood, and the body rotten, being covered with 
two vizors, Succcssion and Liberty, which they 
determined must be either presently yranted, 
denied or deterred. In granting whercot, they 
had their desires, and denying or deferring 
thereof (those things beg so plandable, as 
iudeed to all men they are) they thought to 
work me that mischief, which never foreign 
enemy could bring to pass, which is the ha- 
tred of my commons. But, alas! they began 
tu pierce the vessel before the wine was fined, 
and began a thing not foreseeing the end, how 
by this means I have seen iny wellwillers trom 
inine enemies, and can, as me scemeth, very 
well divide the house into four. 1st, the 
broachers and workers thereof, ho are in the 
createst fault; 2ndly, the speakess, who, by 
eloquent tales, persuaded others, are in the 
next degree; Srdly, the agrecrs, who being so 
light of credit, that the eloquence of the tales 
so overcame ther, that they gave more credit 
thereunto, than unto their own wits; and lastly, 
those that sat still mute, and meddicd not there- 
with, but rather wondered, disallowing the 
matter; who, in my opinion, are most to be 
excused.— But, do you think, that either I am 
unmindful of your surety by Succession, where- 
in is all my care, considering I know mysclf to 
be mortal? No, J warrant you. Or that.I 
went about to break your Liberties? No, it 
was never in my meaning, but to stay vou be- 
fore you fell mto the ditch. Far all things 
have their time. And although, perhaps, you 
may have, after me, one better learicd, or 
wiser; yet I assure you, none more caretul 
over you: and theretore, henceforth, whether 
I live to see the like assembly or no, or how- 
ever it be, yet beware, however, you prove 
your princes patience, as you bave now done 
mine. And, now to conclude, all this notwith- 
standing (not meaning to make a Lent of 
Christinas) the most part of you may assure 
yourselves, that you depart im your princes 
grace.”——This speech being ended, the Lord 
Keeper, by her maj.’s command, dissuived the 
parliament. 

SA 
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We have now a space of 5 years before we | on cach side of the chamber ; that is to sey, 
mect with another parl.; during which time, | the lords spiritual on the nght hund, and the 
‘the unfortunate Queen of Scots had been dri- | lords temporal on the left. ‘The judges and her 
ven out of her kingdom, by her rebellious sub- | Jearned council, being at’ the woolsacks in the 
jects, and forced to seek protection from her | midst of the chamber, and at her highuess’s 
neat kinswoman and sister queen, Elizabeth. | feet, at each side of her kneeling one of the 
In this interval, also, a dangerous insurrection | grooms, or gentlemen of the chamber, their 
had broken out in the north of England; head- | faces towards her; the knights, citizens and, 
ed by the earls of Northumberland and West- | burgesses all standing below the bar, her maj. 
moreland. It grew to some height in a short | then stood up in her regal seat, and with a 
time ; but was soon suppressed by the earl | princely grace and singular good countenance, 
. of Sussex, who was sent by the queen against | after a long stay, spake a few words to this 

them. | 7 : effect :-— 
A Parl, cabled.| Tn 1571, a parl.‘wascalled | ‘Ie Queen’s Speech. “ My right loving lords, 
to meet at Westminster, on the @d of April. | and you our right faithful and obedient sub- 
The initial ceremonies and speeches are wholly | jects: We in the name of God, for his ser 
‘omitted in both the Journals; but sir Simonds | vice, and for thé safety of this state, are now 
-D'Ewes has supplicd them from 2 manuscript | bere assembled, to his glory, 1 hope, and pray 
Journal, then in his possession, and taken by | that it may be to your comfort, and the com- 
‘some member of the commons in that parl, | mon quiet of our, yours, and all ours for ever.” 
It begins thus -— ~ And then looking on the right side of her, 

Qn Monday the 2nd of April, the parl. be- | towards sir Nicholas Bacon, knt. Jord Keeper 
ginning (wccording to the writs of summons | of the great seal of England, standing a little 
sent forth) her may, about 11 of the clock, came | beside the cloth of estate, and somewhat back 
towards Westininster, in the ancient accus- | and lower from the same, she willed him to 
toned most -honourable passage, having first | shew the cause of the parl. who thereupon 
riding before her the gentlemen sworn to at- | spake as followeth :-— 

‘tend her person, the bntchelors knights, after ‘Lhe Lord Keeper’s Speech.] ‘ The queen’s 
thew the knights of the bath, then the barons | most excellent maj. our most dread and gra- 
ot the exchequer, vad judges of either bench, | cious sovereign, hath commanded ine to de- 
with the master of the rolls, her maj.’s attorney- | clare unto you, the causes of your calling and 
general, and solicitorgeneral ; after whoin fol- | assembling at this time, which [ mean to do as 
towed in order, the bps. arid after them the | briefly as I can, led thereunto as one very loth 
‘earls, then the abp. of Canterbury. The Hat | to be tedious to her maj. and also because to 
of Maintenance was carried by the marquis of | wise men, and well-disposed (as I judge you 
Northampton, and the sword by the earl of | be) 2 few words do suitice. The causes be 
Sussex. The place of the Lord Steward, for | chiefly two, the one to establish or dissolve 
that day, was supplied by the lord Clinton, | laws, as best shall serve for the governance of 
lord admiral of England ; the lord great cham- | the realm. The other, so to consider of the 
Derlain was the earl of Oxford; and the earl ! crown and state, as it may be best preserved 
marshal, by deputation from the duke of Nor- | in time of peace, and best defended in the ime 
folk, was the earl of Worcester, Her maj, sat | of war, according to the honour due unto it. 
iu her coach, in her imperial robes, and a | And because in all councils and conferences, 
wreath or coronet of gold, set with rich pearls | first and chiefly there should be sought the 
‘and stones, over her head: her coach drawn | advancement of God’s honour and glory, as 
by two paltries, covered with cnmson velvet, i the sure and infallible foundation, whereupon 
drawn out, imbossed and imbroidered very 
richly. Next after her chariot followed the 
warl of Leicester, in respect of his office of the | whereby it is principally to be directed and 
master of the horse,’ leading her ma}.’s spare | governed, and as the chicf pillar and buttress, 
horse. nd then 47 ladies and women of ho- | wherewith it is continually to be sustained and 
nour; the guard in their rich coats going on | maintained; therefore, for the well-performing 
every side of chem; the trumpeters before the | of the former touching laws, you are to con- 
"first, sounding ; and heralds nding, and keep- | sider, ist, whether the Ecclesiastical Laws con- 
‘ing their rooms and places orderly. In West- | cerning the discipline of the church, be sufficient 
auinster church the bp. of Lincoln preactied be- | or no? and if any want shall be found, to sup- 
fore her am}. whose sermon teing done, her | ply the same; and thereof the greatest care 
naj. came from the church, the lords all on | ought to depend upon my lords the bps. to 
foot, in order as afore; and over her head a | whom the execution thereof especially per- 
tich canopy was carried all the way. She be- | tains, and to whom the imperfections of the 
ing entered into the Upper House of parl. and | same be best known.—And as to the Temporal 
there sat in princely and seemly sort, under a | Laws, you are to examine, whether any of 
high and rich cloth of estate; her robe was | them, already made, be too sharp or too sore, 
supported by the earl of Oxford, the carl of | or over burthenous to the subject ; or whether 
Sussex kneeling, holding the sword on the left | any of them be too loose or twO soft, and so 
band, and the earl of Huntingdon holding the | over perilous to the state. For like as the 
but of cstate, and the Jords all in their places | former may put in danger meny an wmnocent, 


the policy of every good public weal is to be 
erected and built; and as the streight line, 
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without cause, particularly; so the 2nd may 
put in penl both the nocent and innocent, and 
the whole state universally. You are also to 
examine the want and superfluity of laws: you 
are to look whether there be too many laws for 
any thing, which breedeth so many doubts, 
that the subject sometimes is to seek how ta 
abserve them, and the councellor how to give 
advice concerning them,—Now the 2nd, which 
eoncerns a sufficient Provision for the Crown 
and State; herein you are to call to remem- 
brance how the crown of this realm hath been 
many ways charged extraordinarily of late; 
not possibly to be born by the ordinarily revc- 
nues of the same, and therefore of necessity to 
be relieved otherwise as heretofore it hath 
commonly and necessarily been. For, like as 
the ordinary charge hath been always born by 
ordinary fevenues, so the extraordinary charge 
hath always been sustained by an extraordi- 
nary relief. This to those that be of under- 
standing is known, not only to be proper to 
kingdoms and empires, but also is, hath been, 
and ever will be, a necessary peculiar partain- 
ing to all commonwealths, and private states 
of men, froin the highest to the lowest; the 
rules of reason hath ordained it so to be.— 
But, here I rest greatly perplexed, whether I 
ought to open and remeinber unto you, such 
reasons as may be easily produced, to move 
you thankfully and readily to grant this extra- 
ordinary relief or no: I know the queen’s maj. 
conceiveth sa great hope of your prudent fore- 
secing what is to be dune, and of your good 
wills and readiness to perform that, which by 
prudence you foresee, that few or no persua- 
pions at al are needfyl fur the bringing this to 
pass. Nevertheless, because by the antient 
order heretofore used, it is my othce and du 
somewhat tu sry in this case, and likewise all 
wnen also that be present, neither understand 
alike, nor remember alike: therefore I mean, 
with your favour and patience, to trouble you 
with a few words, touching this point. True, 
jt is, that there be 2 things that ought vehe- 
mently to move us, frankly, bountifullv, and 
readily to deal in this matter, The former is 
the great benetits that we have received: the 
2ud is the necessity ofthe cause. It we should 
forget the former, we are to be charged as most 
ungrate and unthanktul; and the forgettulness 
af the 2nd guth charge us, as upoaretul of our 
own livings and libertics, and of qur lives; the 
former moveth by reason, and the 8nd urgeth 
by necessity. And here, to begin with the 
former, albeit that the benefits that the realin 
path received by God's grace, and the queen’s 
™aj.’s goodness, both for the number and great- 
ucss, are such as may be more easily marvelled 
at, than worthily weighed and considered: yet 
mean I to remember briefly 3 of them, where 
of the 1st and chief is restoring and setting at 
liberty Gad’s haly Word amongst us; the great- 
est and most precious treasure that can be in 
this world: for that cither doth, or should be. 
nefit us in the best degree; to wit, our minds 


aud souls; and look bow much qur sauls excel} 


our bodies, so much must necds the benefits of 
our souls excel the benefits of our bodies; 
whereby also, as by a nevessary consequent, 
we are delivered, and made tree from the 
bondage of the Roman tyranny; therefore this 
is to be thought of us the most principal ber 
netit.—The Qnd is the inestimable benefit of 
Peace during the time of ten whole years to- 
gether, and more; and what is peace? Js it 
not the richest and most wished for ornament 
that pertains to any public weal? Is not peace 
the mark and end that all good governments 
direct their actions unto? Nay, 1s there apy 
benefit, be it never so grent, that a man may 
take the whole commodity of, without the be- 
netit of peace? Is there any so little comino- 
dity, but through peace a man may have the 
full fraition of it? By this we generally and 
joyfully possess all; and without this generally 
and joytully we possess nothing. A man that 
would sufficiently consider all the commodi- 
ties of pence, ought to call to remembrance all 
the aniseries of war; for in reason it seems xs 
great a benefit in being delivered of the one, as 


la the possessing of the other, Yet if there — 


were nothing, the common and lamentable ca- 
lamities and miseries of our neighbours round 
abuut us, for want of peace, muy give us to uns 
derstand what blessedness we in that pus- 
sess it. There be that never acknowledge be- 
nefits to their value, whilst they possess them, 
but when they are taken from them, and so 
find their want ; marry, such be nat worthy of 
them. Now is it possible, trow you, that this 
blessed benefit ef peace could have been from 
time to time thus long conserved and conter 
red upon us, had not the wind, affection and 
love, that our sovereign bears towards us her 
subjects, bred such care over us in her breast, 
as tur the well-bringing of this to pass, she hath 
forborn no care of mind, no travel of body, 
nor expence of her treasure, nor sale of her 
lands ; no adventuring of her credit, eithe r at 
home or abroad?:a plain and manifest a rgu- 
ment, how dear and precious the safety and 
quiet of us her subjects be to her maj. And 
can there be a greater persuasion to, move us 
to our power to tender the like ?~-The 3rd is 
the great benefit of clemency and mercy. [ 
pray you, hath it been scen or read, that any 
prince of this reali, during whole 10. years 
reign, and mere, hath had his hands so clean 
from blood? If no offence were, her maj.’s 
wisdom in governing was the more ta be wou- 
dered at; and if offences were, then her maj.’s 
clemency and mercy the more to be commend+ 
ed. ‘ Misericordia ejus super omnia opera 
ejus.’ Besides, like as it pleased God 10 
years and more, by the ministry of our said 
sovereign, ta bless this realm with those twa 
inestimable benefits of peace and clemency, so 
there is no cause but the same might by God’s 
grace have continued 20 years longer, without 


lntermission, had not the raging romanist re- — 


bels entertained the matter. nd here itis to 
be noted, that this merciful and peaceful reign 
4Q years and mare, hath happened in the 


, 


727] 


time of Christ’s religion now established. I 
caunot think that any man can follow me in 
this, inthe time of the Romish religion since 
- the conquest. Nay, aman might atirm, that 
this is an example tor tunes to come, without 
any hike in tines past; comparing singula sin- 
griis, what should I say? these be the true 
traits of true religion. I could further remem- 
ber you of the fruits of justice, the benefit of 
restoring, your money to fineness; yea, I could 
‘put you in mind, but I think it necds not, it 
harper so late, of a subsidy granted, where- 
of the queen’s maj. of her own bountifulness, 
remitted the one half; was the like here in 
England ever scen or heard of ? But being out 
‘of doubt, that these benefits already reinem- 
‘bered be suthcient of themselves to move you 
to be thankful to your power, I leave any lon- 
ger to detain you in this point.—And albeit a 
subject cannot yield any benefit to his suve- 
‘reign in the same nature that he receiveth it; 
because every benetit is more than duty, and 
nore than duty a sul:ject cannot yield to his 
sovercign: yet can itnot be denied, but a sub- 
Ject’s acknowledging of benetits received, Join- 
ed with good-will to yield as far as ae will 
reach, doth suthciently satisfy for the subject, 
for, ‘ ultra posse non est esse.’ To your best 
aciions therefure address ye. And thus much 
concerning beuetits—Now to the @nd part, 
concerning urging by necessity, true it is, that 
the extraordinary matters of Charge, happen- 
ed since the last assembly here, urging to have 
by necessity a relief granted, amongst imany 
others be these. First, the great charge in 
‘suppressing the late northern rebelhon, with 
charges also in reducing those the queen’s ene- 
mies in Scotland, that assisted the rebels, and 
made roads imto England. The continual 
growing expences, by reason of Ireland, as in 
subduing the rebels within that realm, and 
withstanding the Scots northward, and other 
foreizn forces, intending mvasion southward. 
To these 3 charges by lynd, you may add a 
Ath by sea; as the preparation and setting 
forth of ships, partly for the defence against all 
foreign forces, suspected und intended, partly 
for the sate conducting of the wares and mer- 
chandizes in greater strength and longer cut 
than heretofore hath been used. These and 
such like extraordinary charges, whereof there 
be sundry, with the remains of old charges not 
possible to be Lorn by the ordinary revenue, 
and yet of necessity to be expended, do greatly 
"exceed any extraordinary aid therefore com- 
monly granted. Again, the great decay of the 
queen’s Customs, by reason of stay and alter- 
ation of tratiick (albeit upon just occasion) 
hath bred no small want; for although in time 
it is pot to be doubted, but that will grew 
avian to his old course, and continue with 
great surety: yet, in the mean time, this want 
Inust some way be supplied; for you know the 
horse must be provided for, whilst the grass is 
in veowing. At the least, let us do so much 
for ourselves, as we do for our horses. For 
oursclves itis that are to be relicved in this 
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case. This I must nceds say, that if the queen’s 
maj. did use in matters of expence, to do as 
comnoonly princes heretofore have used to do, 
then with the more dithculty might such ex- 
traordinary aid be assented unto, and yet of 
necessity to be had, to withstand a greater 
necessity. It hath been used in times past, 
that princes pleasures and delights have heed 
commonly followed in matters of charge, as 
things of necessity. And now, because, God 
he praised, the relieving of the reulm’s neces- 
sity is become the princes pleasure and de- 
light, a noble conversion (God continue it, and 
make us, as we oughit to be earnestly thankful 
for it!) a princely example shewed by a sove- 
reign tor subjects to follow. ‘To descend in 
some particulars. What need I to remember 
unto you, how the gorgeous, sumptuous, super- 
fluous buildings of time past be tor the realin’s 
good, by her maj. in this time turned into 
necessary buildings, and upholdings? The 
chargeable, glittermg, glorious triumphs into 
delectable pastimes and shows? Ambassadors 
of charge into such as be void of excess, and yet 
honourable and coinely? These and such hke 
are dangerous dams, able to dry up the flow- 
ing fountains of any treasure; and yet these 
impertections have been commonly princes 
peculiars, especially young. One free from 
these was accounted ‘ rara avis,’ &c. and yet 
(God be thanked) a phoenix, a blessed bird of 
this kind God hath blessed us with. [think 
it may be affirmed, and that truly, that there 
hath not been any mutter of great charge | 
taken in hand by ber maj. 1 this happy reign 
of 12 years and more, that hath not been 
thought before convenient to be done for the 
weal and profit of the realm; ¢o tar her high- 
ness is from spending of treasure in vain mat- 
ters, and theretore the rather how can a man 
make any dithculty to contribute according to 
his power? espectaliy, in maintaming of his 
sovereign, his country, his self, his wife and 
children, and what not? having so long a proof 
by experience of sugh an emplovment? Here 
I would put you in inind of extraordinary 
charges to come, which in reason scems ev 
dent; hut so I should be over tedious unto 
you, and § trustra fit per plura quod fiert po- 
test per pauciura.’ And therefore here I make 
an end, doubting that I have tarried you 
longer than I promised or meant, or perchance 
necded, your wisdoms and good inclinations 


i; considered. But you know things are to be 


done both in form and matter; and my trust 
is, that if I had stayed, I may be warranted 
by either, or by both, that you will take it ia 
good part.” 3 

Tie Speaker’s Speech.]| The Journalist pro- 
ceeds then to tell us, that on the 4th of April the 
Commons presented Chnstopher Wray, ¢sq 
serjeant at law, as their Speaker; whose excuse 
not being allowed, he made an oration in sub- 
stance as tullows; first, he said, he desired to 
he heard to say somewhat concerning the or 
derly govt, of a commonweal, which to be duly 


done, there were 3 things requisite, Religion, 
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Authority, and Laws. By Religion, he said, 
we do not only know God aright, but also how 
to obey the king or queep, whoin God shall 
assign to reign over us; and that not in tem- 
ral causes, but in spiritual or ecclesiastical ; 

m which wholly her 1naj.’s power is absolute. 
And leaving all pee of divinity to the bps. 
and fathers, as he said he would, he proved 
the same by the practice of princes within this 
realm, and first madé remembrance of Lucius 
the ist Christian king, who having written to 
Elutherius the pope, 1300 years past, for the 
Roman laws, he was answered, that he had 
the holy scriptures, out of the which he might 
draw good discretion; for that he was the vi- 
ear ot Christ over the people of Britain. ‘lhe 
conqueror, he said, in the erection of Battle 
Abbey, granted that the church should be free 
from all episcopal jurisdiction. Henry IIT. 
gave to Ranulph, bp. of London, the arch- 
bishoprick of Canterbury, by these words, 
‘ rex, &c. sciatis quod dedimus dilect. nostro 
Ranulpho archicpiscop. Cantuanen. quem in- 
stituimus anulo et baculo.’ The ring, he said, 
was the sign of perfection; the staff the sign 
of pastoral rule; which he could not do if 
these kings had not had and used the ecclesi- 
astical powers. In the reports of the law, we 
find that an excommunication of a certain 
. ate came from the pope, under his leaden 
ull, and was shewed in abatement of an ac- 
tion brought at the common law; which, be- 
sides that it was of no force, the king and 
judges were of mind, that he who brought it 
had deserved death, so to presume on any fo- 
reien authority; which authority being now, 
by God's grace and her highness’s means, abo- 
lished, and the freedom of consciences and 
the truth of God’s word established; we there- 
fore ought greatly to thank God and her.— 
For Authority, or the sword, whereby the 
commonwealth is stayed, 3 things, he said, are 
Tequisite; men, armour, and money. For 


men, their good wills were most, being of it-. 


self a strong fortress; tor armour, the neces- 
sity he shewed in part; and how requisite 
treasure was, he a little declared. And con- 
tluded, that all 3 must be conjoined, men, ar- 
mour, and money.—Lastly, tor Laws, the third 
‘ stay of the commonwealth; he said there must 
be consideration in making them, and carc in 
executing of them; in making such, as by the 
providing for one part of the commonwealth, 
the rest should not be hindered, which were 
indeed a matter most pernicious; and this he 
vouched out of * Plato de I¢gibus.” For exe- 
cution, he said, that since the law of itself 1s 
but mute, set in paper, not able to do ought, 
the magistrate, (except he will be also mute 

must be the doer, and then is a good law sai 

to be well made when it is well executed; for 
‘ anima degis est executio.’—Hercupon he said 
something in commendation of her ma}. who 
had given free course to her laws, not sending 
or requiring the stay of justice, by her letters 
or privy seals, as heretofore sometimes hath 
been by her progenitors used. Neither hath 
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she pardoned any, without the advice of such, 
before whum the offenders have been ar- 
#igned, and the cause heard. Hts oration be- 
ing ended, he then made 4 petitions; 1st, that 
the persons, servants, and goods of all coming 
to that assembly might be tree from all arrests. 
Qnd,.that for cause of conference they might 
have access to her maj. 3rd, if any sent 
should not truly report, or in part mistake 
the meaning of the house, that the same 
should be by her highness favourably heard. 
And, lastly, that in the house all men might 
have free speech.” 

The Queen's Answcr.| This oration being 
ended, by direction from her maj. the Lord 
Keeper answered thus, dividing his speech mto 
8 parts; the 1st, where he had sometumes in- 
sertcd commendations of her maj. he said, 
“ her highness would not acknowledge so 
great perfections to be in her; but said, that 
they should be instructions for her better pro-~ 
ceedings in time to come. The 2nd part of 
his oration, he said, concerning the rule tor or~ 
dering of the commonwealth, she well liked of; 
and wished, that as he had well conceived of 
it, and well uttered the same, so he and others 
would endeavour the execution thereof. For 
his petitions, he said, her maj.'s pleasure was, 
that the ist should be granted, with this caue 
tion, that no man should under their shadows 
untruly protect others. For the 2nd, he said, 
at time convenient, her then was, they 
should come freely. ‘Touching the Srd part, 
he said, she could not imagine that ainong so 
many wise men it could happen; but if it 
should, her grace would be content to remit 
it. The 4th was such, that her maj. having 
experience of late of some disorder, and cere 
tain offences, which though they were not pu- 
nished, yct were they offences still, and so 
must be accounted; therefore said, they 
should do well to meddle with no matters of 
state, but such as should be propounded unte 
them, and to occupy themselves in other mat» 
ters concerning the commonwealth.” 

Earls gf Northumberland, &c. attainted.] 
The first thing of note we find the Lords went 
upon was, to bring in a bill for the Attainder 
ot Tho. Piercy, earl of Northumberland, Cha. 
Nevile, earl of. Westmoreland, and others. 
The names of those other persons attainted 
aré not in the Journals, but Cambden has 
given us several of them: besides the two 
earls, there were Ann, countess of Northum- 
berland; Edw. Dacres, of Morton, commonly’ | 
called lord Dacres; John Nevile, of Levers 
sege; John Swinborn, Tho. Markenteld, Egre- 
mond Ratcliff, brother to the earl of Sussex ; 
Christ. Nevile, Rd. Norton, of Norton-Coe 
nicrs; Christ. Marmaduke, and Thomas of the 
same family; Rob. and Mich. Tempest, Geo. 
Stafford, and about 40 more, all of the hest 
families in the north of England. The bill of 
Attainder against these persons was read in 
the Lords a first time on the 6th of Aprils 
passed that house on the 28th; and, being 
sent down to the Commons, they returned 16, 
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concluded, on the 15th of May following. By 
this act, all their lands and goods were for- 
feited to the queen, and those possessions 
within the bishopric of Durham were adjudged 
to her and her successors, against Pilkinton, 
the bp. who Jaid claim to all royalties between 
the rivers Tine and Tese. This was done, 
says Cambden, in regard of the vast expence 
the queen had been at in freeing the bp. and 
his diocese from the rebels; but with proviso 
that it should not prejudice the right of the 
church of Durham for the future. 
Bill relating to Treason.| Apmil 238th, a 
-bill was sent up by the Commons to the Lords, 
whereby certain offences there named were 
made Treason. _ Tt passed that house on the 
8th of May, with anew proviso, and certain 
/ amendments added to it. This act, says 
Cambden, was occasioned by the iniquity of 
the tnnes, and the love which the parl. of Eng- 
Jand then bore to their prince and country. 
By it was provided, according to the tenor of 
former laws, “ that if any man should attempt 
the death or personal hurt of the queen; or 
raise war, or excite others to war against her; 
if any one should give out, that she is not the 
lawful queen of this realm, but that any other 
can claim a juster title theretu; or should 
ronouncc her to be an heretic, schismatic, or 
infidel; or should usurp the right and title of 
the kingdom during her lite; or should affinn 
that any other has a right to the crown; or 
that the laws and statutes cannot lunit and de- 


termine the right of the crown afd the suc- 


ccssor thereot, every such person shall be 
guilty of high treason. . That if any one, dur- 
ing the quecn’s life, should by any book, writ- 
ten or printed, expressly maintain, that any 
person is, or ought to be, the queen’s heir and 
successor, except the natural issue of her body, 
or should publish, print, ar disperse any books 
or writings to that effect, he and his abcttors, 
for the first offence, should be imprisoned for 
‘a whole yoar, and forfeit the half of his goods; 
and if any should offend a Znel time, he should 
incur the penalty of a premunire, that is, the 
Toss of all his goods, and he in perpetual im- 
prisonment.” —— 
Pope Pius V. excommunicates the Queen.} 
About this time pope Pius V. thundcred out 
all the anathemas of the Vatican against Eli- 
gabeth, and published a bull of excommunica- 
tion against her, which was fixed on the bp. of 
London’s palace-gates, This arrogance was 
tuken notice of by parl, Accordingly, we find 
that a bill passed the Lords, April 21st, with 
this title, ** a bill against bringing in and put- 
ting in Execution of Bulls, Writings, or In- 
struments, or other superstitious things, from 
the sce of Rome.” By it was enacted, “ that 
whosoever, by bulls, or other reseripts of the 
pope, should reconcile any man to the church 
of Rome, and those who should be so recon- 
ciled, should be guilty of high treason. That 
whosoever did relicve such as did so reconcile 
men, or should bring into England any Agnus 


Dei’s, beads, crucifixes, or other things cupse- 


| crated by the pope, should incur the penalty 


ofa Premunire. And that whosoever should 
not discover such reconcilers should be guilt 
of concealing, that is, migprision of treason.” 

Several, persons concerned in the Jast rebel- 
lion having escaped beyond sea, and others in 
greater numbers having withdrawn theinselves 
on the score of religion, a bill was framed 
against them in the Commons, and sent up ta 
the Lords on the 1st of May. The next day 
this Lill against Tugitives over the Seas was 
committed, and on the 19th was concluded in 
that house, with a new proviso, and certain 
amendments added to it. The act recalled all 
such Fugitives who had gone abroad with- 
out the queen’s leave, within a limited time, 
under forfeiture of their estates. And by ano- 
ther act, passed this session, all conveyances, 
gifts, alienations, &c. of their estates were 
termed fraudulent, and set aside. These, and 
some more laws of less signilicaney, were 
frained against Popery, by this parl. ner were 
they wanting to retorm some scandalous abuses 
which had crept into the established protestant 
church. An act was made for correcting cers 
tain disorders of the ministers of the church; 
another ‘against frauds in defeating remedies 
for dilapidations; and a third touching Leases 
of Benctices and, other ecclesiastical livings 
with cure. 

A Subsidy.| May 10th, a bill with a grant 
of two 135ths and 10ths, anda ey: Was 
sent up by the Commons, and passed by the 
Lords on the 15th. Hollingshead informs us, 
that this Supply was granted to the queen, to- 
wards the great charge she had been at, in res 
pressing tle late Rebellion, in the north; and 
Pea coe rebels, which were fled into Scot- 
and, reat care was taken that the quecn 
should not be cheated of any part of thus 
grant; for two bills were passed this pari the 
one against frauds af tellers, receivers, culs 
lectors and treasurers of the public money; 
the other, that all such lands, goods, chattels, 
&c, as any receiver, teller, collector, &c, 
should bave at their entering into their charge, 
Shall be hable to the payment of their debts 
due to the crawn. The like act was made tor 
the callectors of the subsidies granted by the 
clergy ; which at this time was 6s. in the pound, 

We must naw go back to trace what was 
doing this parl, in the Commons. The house 
having been called over, and the oath of alley 
giance and supremacy given tq euch member, 
by the lord steward of the queen’s housbold, 
they procceded ta the election of a Speaker ; 
the ceremony of whose wvestiture is given 
before, \ 

April 5th, the bouse was again called over ; 
and some members were commanded to attend 
the next day the order af the house, because 
they had entered there without being returned 
by the clerk of the crown. The same day a 
committee was named to confer with the at+ 
torney and solicitor general, about several 
boroughs, who had returned members in this 


pari, but sent none to the last, The Journals 
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ist observes, on such a case, in a prior par, 
“ That it was very common in former times, 
that if any borough grew into poverty, or de- 
cay, to avoid the charges of their burgesses 
allowance, they either got a licence from the 
crown tu be discharged from such election and 
attendance, or did, by degrees, discontinue it 
themselves. But, in later times, the knights, 
citizens and burgesses of the house of com- 
mons, fur the must part, bearing their own 
cuarges, many of those borough towns, which 
had discontinued their former privilege, by not 
sending, did again begin it ; which was the case 
of several towns, both in this and the succeed- 
ing reign.” ‘This is the reason why so many 
pitiful boroughs, remarkable now for nothing 
but their meanness and poverty, retain the 
same privilege; and have a power of being 
represented cqual to the counties and cities, 
and superior to many great towns in England. 

Debate on the Abuses in Religion, §c.] April 
6th, as it appears by the Journalist, a motion 
was made in the house to this effect :— 

Mr. Strickland, a grave and ancient man, ‘of 
great zcal, stood up, und made a long discourse, 
tending to the remembrance of God’s gund- 
ness, giving unto us the light of his word, toge- 
ther with the gracious disposition of ber maj. 
by whom, as by his instrument, God hath 
wrought so great things, and blaming our 
slackness and carelessness, in nut estecming 
and following the time and blessing offered ; 
but still ns men not sutticiently instructed what 
as truth, or so that we think it nut convenient 
to publish and profess it openly, and that all 
repronchtul speeches of the slanderous might 
be stopped, the drawbacks brought forward, 
and the over-runners, such as over-run and ex- 
ceed the rule of the law, reduced to a certain- 
ty, he thought tt operis pretium, to be occu- 
pied therein; for which purpose he said, the 
professors of the gospel in other nations had. 
writ, and published to the world, the confes- 
sion of their faith, as did those of Strasburgh 
and Frankfort, &c. for which purpose also 
great learned men in this realm had travelled, 
as Peter Martyr, Paulus Fagius, and vthers, 
whose works hereupon were extant.—And be- 
fore this time an offer thereof was made, in 
parl. that it might be approved; but either 
the slackness, or somewhat else of some men 
an that time, was the lett thereof, or what else, 
he said, te would not say. This book, he said, 
rested in the custody of Mr. Nerton, as he 
guessed, a man neither ill-disposed te religion, 
nor a negligent keeper of such matters of 
charge, and thereupon requested that Mr. 
Norton might be required to produce the 
same; he added also, that after so many years, 
as now by God’s providence we had been 
learning the purity of God’s truth, we should 
not permit, for any cause of policy, or other 
pretence, any errors in matters of doctrine to 
continue amongst us. And therefore, said he, 
although the book of common prayer is (God 
be praised) drawu-very near to the sincerity of 
the truth, yet arg there some things inserted 
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more superstitious, than in so high matters be 
tolerable ; as, namely, in the Adininistration 
of the Sacrament of Baptism, the Sign of the 
Cross to be made with some ceremonies, and 
such other errors; all which, he said, might 
well be changed, without note of chopping or 
changing of religion, whereby the enemies 
might slander us; it being a. reformation not 
contrariant, but directly pursuant to our pro- 
fession ; that is, to have all things brought to 
the purity of the primitive church, and instita- 
tion of Christ. He spake at large of the 
abuses of the church of England, and of the’ 
churchmen ; as first, that known papists are 
admitted to have ecclesiastical govt. and great 
livings; that godly, honest, and learned pro- 
testants having little or nothing; that boys 
are dispensed with to have spiritual promo- 
tions; that by friendship with the master of 
the faculties, either unable men are qualified, 
or some one man allowed to have too man 
several livings; finally, he concluded wit 
petition, that by authority of the house, some_ 
convenient number of them might be assigned, 
to have conference with the lords of the’ spiri- 
tuality, for consideration and reformation of 
the matters by him remembered. 

Mr. Norton, a man wise, bold and eloquent, 
stood up next, and said, he was not ignorant, 
but had lung since learned what it was to 
spcak on a sudden, or first, before other nen | 
in parl. Yet, being occasioned by Mr. Strick- 
land, he said, that truth it was, he had a book 
tending to the same effect; but (quoth he) the 
book was not drawn by those he named, but 
by virtue of the act of 1532, at the assignation, 
or by the advice of 8 bps. 8 divines, 8 civilians, 
and 8 temporal lawyers, who having in charge, 
to make ecclesiastical - constitutions, took in 
hand the same; which was drawn by that 
learned man, dr. Haddon, and penned by 
another learned man Mr. Cheeke ; whereupon 
he said, that consideration had been, and 
some travel bestowed by Mr. Foxe of late, 
und that there was a book newly printed, to be 
offered to that house ; which he did, then and 
there, presently shew forth. And for the rest’ 
of Mr. Strickland’s motions, he was of his 
mind, chiefly for the avoiding and suppressing 
of simoniacal ingrossments. . | 

Whereupon were appointed fer that purpose, 
for redress of sundry defections in those mat- 
ters, these fullowing ; viz. all the privy council 
being members of this house, sir Hen. Nevill, 
sir Tho. Thinne, sir Tho. Lucy, sir Hen. Gate, 
the master of the requests; mr. Hencage, mr. 
Recorder; mr. Bell, mr. Henry Knolles, sen. 
mr. Mounson, mr. Norton, nr. Strickland, me. 
Godier, mr. Wm. More, and dr. Berkley. 

On the same day, the Bill concerning Com-- 
ing to the Church, and receiving the Commue | 
nion, was read the 2nd time, and thereupon 
sir Tho. Smith, speaking for the maintenance. 
thereof, argued; and in part wished the bps. 
to have consideration thereof.—After whom 
mr. Fleetwood moved, that the penalty of that 
statute should not go to promoters, and said, 
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' it was a device but of late brought in, in the 
time of Henry VIII. the first year of his reign, 
and shewed the evils and inconveniences that 
did grow by these men’s doings; whercin no 
reformation was sought, but private gain to the 
most of men. He said also, that matter of 
going to the Church, or for the Service of God, 
did directly appertain to that court; and that 
we all have as well learned this lesson, That 
there is a God, who is to be served, as to have 
the bps. And thereupon he undertook to prove 
by the old Jaws, vouched from king Edgar,that 
the princes, in their parliaments, have made 
ecclesiastical constitutions: as these, That if 
any servant shall work upon the sabbath-day, 
by the commandment ot his master, he should 
be free; if of himself, he should be whipped ; 
ita freeman should work, he should be bound, 
or grievously amerced. Then he concluded 
upon request, that it might be committed to 
gome of the house, without the bishops, who 
perhaps would be slow.—Sir Owen lonten 
moved, very orderly, that the presentation of 
‘such defaults should not only depend upon the 
telation of the churchwardens, who being for 
the most part simple, and mean men, and 
fearing to offend, would rather incur danger of 
perjury, than displease some of their neigh+ 
bours ; he shewed for proof, expericnce.-—On 
which motions, sir Thos. Snitch, sir Owen Hop- 
ton, sir Thos. Scot, the master of the requests; 
mr. ser). Manwood, mr. ser. Geoffrey, mr. 
Fleetwood, and mr. Sands, were appointed a 
committee, to meet in the Star-Chamber, at 
two in the afternoon. 

Debate on the Subsidy.] April 7th, the bill 
concerning Religion was read, and the Journal- 
ist proceeds to tell us, That mr. Strickland 
first moved, that mr. Norton might be required 
to deliver such books, as he had. Mr. New- 
digate moved, that where one ot the causes for 
the calling of the parl. and perhaps the chietest, 
was for a Subsidy; he thought it not ainiss-to 
make offer of a Subsidy before it should be re- 
quired, which speech was not liked of by the 
house.—Sir F. Knolles made a long neediess 
discourse concerning the Subsidy. 

Mr. Bell said, that a Subsidy was, by every 
good subject, to be vielded unto; but for that 
the people were galled by two means, it would 
hardly be levi:i; namely, by licences, and the 
abuse of promoters ; for which, if remedy were 

rovided, then would the Subsidy be paid wil- 
finely: which he proved, for that by licences a 
few only were enriched, and the multitude im- 
-poverished ; and added, that if a burden should 
Pe laid on the back of the Commons, and no 
redress of the cominon evils, then there might 
happly ensue, that they would lay down the 
‘burden in the midst of the way, and turn to 
the contrary of their duty. 

Mr. Popham afirmed wr. Bell’s speech, and 
added to the former abuses, that of the trea- 
surers of the crown; who having in their lands 
great masses of money, with the which either 
they themselves or some of theirs, do purchase 
Jands to their own use, and after become bank- 
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rupts, and so cause or practice an installment 
of their debts, as of late some one hath in- 
stalled a debt of 30,000].: which occasioned 
the lack in the princes cutters. 

Mr. Serj. Loveluce argued, that every loyal 
subject ought to vield to the relict ofthe prince, - 
and that without any condition or limitation ; 
notwithstanding, he did not dislike of the former 
motions; and thought it very requisite, that 
these evils might be provided tor, to the ends 
aforesaid; unto the which he added 3 abuses 
more; 1st, the abuse of purveyors, wherein he 
had to desire the council, and the masters of 
the household to consider it, and to be willing 
to yield to reformation ; and, in his opinion, it 
should not be amiss to take away the purvey- 
ors, and to limit every country to a propor- 
tionable rate; so should her maj. be better 
served, and the kingdom eased :—2ndly, the 
reformation of the exchequer, for the charge 
which groweth by respite of homage; wlich 
he wished might be paid on some other sort, 
in @ sum certain :—S3rdly, another reformation, 
which is upon a great abuse in the exchequer, 
bv sending out, upon every fine levied, the 
Whit ‘ quo titulo ingressus est.’ 

Mr. Comptroller suid, that he being one of 
the masters of the household, would do his 
endeavour for reformation of all things arising 
by the purveyors. 

Mr. Sampoole, sometimes of Lincoln’s Inn, 
liked well of the motion of the. Subsidy, and 
commended the motions of the gentlemen be- 
fore; affinning, that they were very necessary 
to. be thought of; unto which he was to 
add one more, viz. the abuse of collectors. 
Ile shewed, that they do retain their charge- 
somcuumes a year, sometimes more, in their 
own hands. And for that they are but mean 
men, appointed to that office, they oft times 
convert it to their own uses, and are perhaps 
never able to ‘satisfy the same; whereby the 
people are unwilling to pay: for if they should 
understand her maj. should have it presently, | 
they would more willingly pay it; and there- 
fore wished the better sort of every county 
siould be assigned to that charge. 

Mr. Goodier said, that every man ought to 
yield to the subsidy, and rather offer it than 
to stay till it should be demanded; desiring, 
that the subsidy might be presently, and only 
go forward without the hearing of any more 
complaints; for that they might be infimte, 
and alrcady more were remembered, than in 
one parl. could be reformed. Wherein he 
shewed a great desire he had to win favour. 
A Committee was then appointed to consider 
of the proportion and tune of yielding some 
rclief unto her majesty. ; 

April 9th, a Report was made concerning 
the right of the Burgesses; and it v-as ordered, 
by consent of the attorney gencral, that the 
burgesses shall sit according tu their returns; 
because the validity of the charters of ther 
towns ought to be examined in another place. 

Apnil 10th, the committee was enlarged on 
the Religious bills, in ordcr te go to a confer 
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others was restrained; and at last upon the 


The next day the bill on fraudulent Gifts and ; motion of mr. Fleetwood, that the bill .being 
Conveyances, alias Monopvlies, was taken into | of great weight, might be further considered of 


consideration ; and‘ being ordered to be en- 
grossed, » debate arose, in which 
Mr. Fleetwood argucd, “ that there might 


appear rashness or indiscretion in them, who | 


should now reverse what of late they had 
done; but leaving to speak thereof, he entered. 
into a vourl discourse of the Prerogative, 
which might therchy be touched, if they should 
endeavour to overthrow her maj.’s letters pa- 
tents, to whuin by law there is power given to 
incorporate any town, and she js sworn to 
preserve her prerogative: he vouched the 
elerk of the parliament’s bouk to be, that no 
man might talk of the statute of Wills, &c. 
but that the king first yave licence; for that 
his prerogative in the wards was hereby 
touched. He shewed likewise the statute of 
Fd. f. Edw. HY. and Hen. IV. with a saving 
of the prerogative. In Ed. VI.’s time, licence 
was sued for to the Lord Protector, to talk of 
matters of Prerogative, he remembered the 
book of 2 Ed. VI. for the parl. of Ireland, 
called by the chief judge, as 1s for him lawful; 
where it was questioned, what by parl. might 
be done? whether they might depart with any 
of the king’s towns, forts or piers? It was 
agreed they might not; and so he concluded, 
that to talk thereof (for as much as her maj.’s 
letters patents, and prerogative were touched) 
‘reve non consulto,’ was perilous. He also 
made mention of the statute, which authorizeth 
all merchants to trailic by sea, ‘ nisi publice 
prohibentur ;’ he saith, others were prohibited. 

Mr. Young, of Bristol, shewed the loss to 
the queen of her custom, then the private mo- 
nupoly wrought and occasioned by the imer- 
chants, the controversies which have ensued 
by this means amongst them, and the subtile 
means whereby the statute was procured, with- 
out the consent of the major or commons, by 
such as were put in trust. : 

Mr. l/tord said, that he might not speak of 
the preruvative aptly, for that he was not learn- 
ed in the law; bie made some remembratce 
of what he had there secn, concerning the act 
of parl. for Southampton; where it appearcth, 
that without an act of parl. her maj.’s Ietters 
patents were not sufficient; and therefore he 
prayed convenient consideration might be, 
and that the same, if it should so seem good to 
the house, might be conjoined to the tormer 
and other bills, &c.—Then spake mr. Clecere, 
sir F. Knolles, sir Nich. Arnold, sir Hen. Nor- 
ris, and mr. Christ. Yelverton, of Gray’s Inn, 

severally to the ‘said bill: whose speeches be- 
ing somewhat impertectly and uncertainly set 
‘down, are theretore omitted; although from 
‘them, and the residue foregomg, the cffect of 
this bill may be collected to have been for the 
‘dissolution of certain companies of merchants 
in Bristol, whom her maj. had incorporated by 
her letters patents, aud authorized them to 
trade to certain places, by which it was pre- 
tended that the public and free trading of 
Vou, 1, : : 


i 


by the house, and the coinmittees be appoint- 
ed at some other time; it was thereupon ore 
dered, That they should be appointed on the 
day following, which was done accordingly. 

Debate on the Bill for coming to Church.] 
The same day was read, but not mentioned in 
the original Journals, a bill for coming to the 
Service of the Church, which scems to be a 
inatter of great moment, by the following de- 
bate about it: 

Mr. Snugy shewed, at large, the inconveni- 
ences of the old law, for cuming to service: 
for, said he, by the former law it was enacted, 
that the service shall not be said, or sacraments 
ininistred, in other sort than 4n the Book of 
Common Prayer is prescribed; he shewed, 
how differently the same was used in many 
places, from the prescribed rule ; as where no 
part of those pravers were observed, but a ser- 
mon, and some such other prayers only as the 
minister shall think good, in place thereof: 
whereupon have great divisions, discords and 
dislikes grown amongst and between great 
numbers. And since it is law, that in this 
sort Service shall be used, and that whosoever 
shall be at anv other form of service, shall in- 
cur the penalty prescribed, and that the mi- 
nisters neither do, nor will do herein, as_ they 
should, and as is by the liw prescribed and 
commanded. He thought the procecdines, in 
this kind, should occasion a dilemma in mis 
chief: for, by this law, if he come not, he 
shall lose 12d.; and if he come and be pre- 
sent, and the Serviee be not said according to 
the prescribed rule of the book, he shall lose 
100 marks. 

Mr. Aglionby, burgess of Warwick, moved, 
the law might be without exception or privi~ 
lege for any gent. in their private oratories, 
This did he prove to be fit out of Plato his 
laws, and Cicero, both prescribing for the obe- 
servation of the law and equality between the ~ 
prince and the poor man; not giving scope to 
the one ahove the other, Also he remember 
ed the authority of Lactantius Finnianus, mak- 
ing this only difference betwixt man and beast, 
that all men do know and acknowledge that 
there is a God; and in this respect there 
should be no difference between nan and man. 
Withal, he said, the more noble the man, the 
more good his example may do. He therefore 
concluded, that for so much of the law, so 
the same might be general, he was of good 
liking that it should pass. But, forthe other 
matter, concerning the receiving of the Com- 
munion, he argued, that it was not convenient 
to inforce consciences. And, to ‘that pur- 
pose, he shewed the authority of doctors; 
which he vouched, without quoting the place 
or sentence. He said also, that it was the 
opinion of fathers, and learned men of this 
land; and therefore wished they might be con- , 
sulted with. Finally, he conclnded, that § bo~ | 
nx leges ¢ matis moribug proveniunt :’ but ne 
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good laws can make a had man fit to receive 
that great mystery of God above. _ This whole 
speech he tempered with such discretion, as 
jo such case was seemly.. And whatsoever he 
gpake, he spake the same under correction. 
Mr. Strickland said, that, for the 1st, he ap- 
roved what mr, Aglionby had said: for the 
Dad, he could not be of that mind; and he 
youched, out of Esdras, that the church, yea, 
and the consciences of men, were, by the pro- 
phet, restrained: withal, he said, conscience 
might be free, but not to disturb the common 
ulet, 
the people, the banishment of the Arians, &c. 
That the word of the prince, for lack of law, 
must not be tied. The Israclitcs, he said, 
‘were constrained to eat the passover. And, 
finally, he concluded, that it was no straitning 


of their consciences, but a charge or loss of 


their goods, if they could not vouchsate to 
be, as they should be, good men, and truc 
christians. 
Mr. Dulton reasoned to this effect, that 
there could ensue no inconvenience by those 
two laws, which were intended to be con- 
trary. His reason was, except the Service 
~ be according to the law, no man is bound to 
stay there, no more than if he be bound to 
come and hear Service; and there be no Ser- 
“vice, he is to forfeit his bond. For answer to 
anr. Aglionby, he said, the matters of con- 
acience did not concern the law-makers; nei- 
ther were they to regard the error, curiosity, 
or stitfneckedness of the evil, ignorant, or fro- 
- ward persons. For be it they did proceed or- 
derly to the discharge of their own con- 
sciences, in making the law, let them care for 
the rest whom it behoveth. He was of mind 
that gentlemen should not be excepted, for the 
causes aforesaid; but, he wished provision 


might be made for such as be imprisoned, or 


cannot come for fear of arrests. He wished 


-also, that the law might have continuance but 


ill the end of the next parhament.  __ 
. Debate on the ‘Treason Bill.) April 12th, 
when the bill, and the additions to it, that cer- 


sain offences should be made Treason,was read, 


a debate arose, in which 
Mr. Goodier spake to this effect: ist, he 
aade a solemn protestation of his sincerity, 
truth and loyalty to her majesty, to the state, 
and to the house. Then he shewed many sin- 
gular and true blessings, which we have by 
‘bet highness’s means, and religiously prayed 
for her preservation; bat, his whole discourse 
‘stood upon these 3 points ;—what he thought 
of the persons there assembled ; what he dis- 
diked in the matter of the bill propounded ; 
.and why he did so.—Of the persons, he said, 
he heartily beheved the whole company in 
truth and true meaning to have a care and 
-heurty wellwishing for ties maj.’s safety, ac- 
Rnowledging and reposing i her the very an- 
chor apes safety ; bute bether all citi with 
.@ sincere meaning to the state of the crown, 
de ‘knew not; but rather thought the clean 
contrary: but yet of the most and most honor- 


He shewed the practice and doings of 
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able he thought not amiss, but some surely, 
he said, were doubly disposed, and with a 
favourable affection bent for some special 
body.—For the substance of the first bill, he 
said, he was of clear mind, well-liking, and 
approving the whole course thereof; except, 
que he, that the same be not already, y 
ormer laws provided for; and hereunto be 
further added, that if any man should say, 
That the Papists do not err in saying or speak- 
ing so slanderously of her maj. the same to be 
taken also as Treason. For the additions 
which concerned the first which did clearly 
respect the time past, as to make Treason of 
a fault already committed, which at the time 
of the perpetrating of the same offence, was 
Not in the same degree; it was a precedent 
most perilous, which might occasion such and 
so great evils, as easily might not be con- 
ceived, Of present time, man’s wisdom might 
Judge; future tines man’s policy may reach 
to: but to call again the time past, or to raise 
what 1s dead in any kind, man inay not; nor, 
iu reason, is it to be presumed. The like, he 
said, had not been seen ; and where he hath 


1571.—Debate on the Treason Biil, 


read thousands of laws, yet did he never find 


such a precedent. An extremity rare, and 
never practised, no not in these the greatest 
matters of faith and reliyion, that we do now 
so earnestly treat of. ‘The enemy to God and 
our state (the Papists I mean) is most, hateful. 
Yet isno man so hardly bent, as to have them 
punished, much less to suffer death, for what 
is passed, Whether her maj. hath pardoned 
what is past, we do not know, and whether 
her highness’s pleasure be that it should be 
talked of, no man_yct hath made a report. 
Withal, it may haply occasion dislike between 
her maj. and the house, which were odious 
and hateful; but doubtless, he prophesied it 
would occasion peril, such and so great, that 
the oe speakers therein, yea those who 
should give them most and best words, could 
give no warranties, . Neither is it that the se- 
quel thercof might be. warranted for the right 
of a crown, which words may not be strained 
or straitned.—Thus much considered, and the 
prince being herein not as yet determined, he 
theretore advised, and more than so by words 
of vehemency arged stay. He farther said, 


-that the penning of the first article of the Ad- 


ditions was clouded and involved with secret 
understandings, not to be understood, but by 
such as more curiously could, and more cun* 
ningly would, look thereinto than he. For 
matters of title of the crown, he said, he nei- 
ther knew any, nor durst to intermeddle or 
tuke knowledge of any; and concluding, he 
said, that for obscurity of the sense, he must 


‘needs condemn the same, since that ° veritas 


ést nuda, simplex & plana.’ 

Sir Thomas Smith, her maj.’s principal se 
cretary, made mention, that the cin might he 
divided, lest the one might be the hindrance 
of the.other, 

Nr. Norton, in his accustomed manner of 
natural cloquence, first skewed thas the, a5- 


41} 
sembly. should be free of speech, so that the 
same did not exceed the bounds of loyalty ; 
and as in speech tree, so ought it also to be 
free of unjust slanders, and undeserved re- 
 apaiangs For so much as might concern him, 

e protested that he neither thought, nor 
meant any other title thay the sole preserva- 
tion of her maj.; and to this end was he and 
the whole house (as he supposed) settled and 
bent ; she being of this realm, not only im re- 
spect of our gaods and lives the singular stay, 
but for truth and religion, yea of all Christen- 
dom not Magna, but in all the world Speciosa. 
And since that consultation is no other than 
‘ consultare in commune,’ he was as well to 
remove the surmice of ainbiguity, as the slan- 
der raised of any doubleness in him; the 
words, quoth he, are plain, these and no other; 
that whatsoever person, during the life of her 
maj. hath or shall imagine, intend, or go about, 
the deposing, &c. them and their heirs to be 
barred of any title, And, saith be, where 
ambition hath once entered, such is the nature 
of the same, that never it will be satisticd: 
and the thirst for a kingdom is unquenchable. 
Withal, in common experience we see, that 
between two, for a small matter in suit, when 
it shall pass against the one, though by per- 
fect trial, yet will he who loseth never ac- 
knowledge that he bad either offered, or de- 
fended an injury. He said, for working of 
great matters,. great time is required; and 
such a mischief, as to overthrow a crown, is not 
ina day compassed ; and therefore what here- 
after is thought, or meant to be exccuted, is 
already begun, cumpassed and devised. Time 
must therefore be tuken, and therefore in 
time, ang at all times, it is to be prevented. 
—Where it is said, the like hath not been 
seen, and a miracle made of it, as if there 
were never former precedents ever seen of the 
like, or ever heard of before, It is no longer 
Since than in queen Mary’s time, when to the 
parl. it was suggested, that the congregations 
yu the city of London assembled, did use this 
kind of prayer to God, either to convert ber, 
or confound her. Whereupon it was enacted, 
That every person whosv, and in such sort, 
had prayed, or whoso after should pray, should 
be taken for a traitor. ‘he case of Bennet 
Sinith is not so strange, nor so long since, but 
it may be remembered ; his transgression was 
not such, nor so ta be adjudged at the time of 
the offeace perpetrated, as it was afterwards ; 
yet by authority of parl. the offence precedent 
Was from the. old nature altered ; a | he, who 
before at the time of the offence, until the 
Making of the law, was not to be privileged 
but. by his clergy, was naw by an act made 
after, by judgment executed. And since in 
the case of a private man, as was tbis of Bennet 
Smith, such consideration, and such good 
discretion was used, who. can imagine it to be 
odious? Nay, who is it, that would nat the 
Like or greater care to be had, of a prince, and 
especially of so good and virtuous a, prince as 


the, of whom eur conference is now? But yet 
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we are charged with partial affection, unset- 
tled minds, aud doubleness. Whether this 
speech now be an offence to the house, he 
earnestly craved the judgment of the house, 
For that it might seem by the gentleman’y 
earnestness who spake, that some one hig 
friend, whom he-was bent to serve, would be 
touched, Whereupon, for his own part, he 
eft-soons protested, he had no certain resolu- 
tion with himself of any title, but was to be 
satisfied with the consent of that assembly ; 
howsoever, adding further, if his inotions might 
so sort, as they were liked, he offcred this pro- 
viso to be added, That ifany such persun, whg 
had made any such claim, shall disclaim and 
renounce all title during her highuess’s life, 
the same person, &c. to be then restored tw 
the ald estate. 

Mr. Comptroller, after some declaration of 
grief, perceiving the matter grow to heat, as 
verily the greatest number of the house were 
more than moved with mr. Goodier’s speech, 
and that men were disposed to talk at large of 
matters contrary or repugnant to the bill, moved 
that it might be severed; because the first 
pare came in, and was exhibited to that house 

y her maj,’s learned council; the uther was 
but the advice of a private man; which ad; 
vice, though it justly deserved commendation, 
yet was it not, in lus fancy, to be jomed with | 
that which came in other sort. - 

Mr, Snagg argued to this cffect, That ip 


making of laws, plainness of speech should 


be used, all intrapments to be shunned and 
avoided, And bere he moved, why the statute 
of Edw. HI. whereby it is enacted, That‘all 
such, who shall endeavour, compass or ima- 
gine the death of the king, &c. should be 
traitors, &c, should not be said sutticient, 
reaching as far, and comprehending as much, 
as this latter advice. For the regard of the 
time past, he said, he could have no good 
liking thereof, and what was practised in qucep 
Mary's time (under correction) he took to be 
no charitable precedent ; concerning the au- 
thority of the parl, he did conclude nothing, 
but said it was a prevention. 

Sir Francis Knolles shewed, That he could 
not utterly dislike the conjoining of the addi+ 
tions, sith that they rise all of one ground, 
and that they both are good and charitable ; 
whereof be acknowledged her highness tp 
have intelligence, and the cause already tp 
have been in conference by her counsel, And 
for the word ‘hath,’ he saith it contained no 
such absurdity, but with good zeal it might be 
maintained, And therefore such vehemenc 
and sharpness of speech was more than requi- 
site, yea more than convenient, And as for 
the obscurity, he said, of men that would - 
mean well, it could not be misconstrued ; and 
to stay or prevent devices past, he thought jt 
hut honest policy, which being otherwise used 
in a prince’s case, is not to be disliked. Ife 
remembred her highness’s unwillingness to 
punish such offences, and therefore though 
the law be sharp, yet such is her mildness, 
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‘ that if any have offended for so much as may ' 
concern her person, surely he thought it would 
not be executed; and her clemency tempered . 


with authority could never grow to cruelty, | 


wherein what his coascience was, he thought | 
Not fit to make further shew thereof; but 
simply and plainly he would deal herein, not - 


Meaning to treat im such sort, as if he thought - 


to deserve thanks, or an 
for what he did, he did 
his own safety. 

Another spake (whose name is not expressed 
inthe aforesaid anonymous Journal) shewing 
the weight of the matter, which was then in 
hand, to rest as well on the gencral satety 
of the sulject, as on the preservation of her 


thing of her ma)j.; 


maj.’s person; and therefore he could not but 


approve the effect of the whole, both in Bill 
und addition; albeit for the pains in the Bill 
he was somewhat variant from that which was 
there offered, and in the understanding of some 
words he was doubttul; as for the word ‘com- 
passiug,’ he made some question; of this, 
‘ bodily burt,’ he had no perfect intelligence, 
since the hurt of body may grow by grief of 
mind, and grief of mind perhaps by small 
cause. He also said, that saving in the sta- 
tute of 27 H. 8. he hath not read it. But fur- 
ther, he said, that he that would not allow her 
for lawful queen, in his conceit, should also be 
‘ called a ‘Traitor; but tor the speaking of those 
most slanderous. words of Heretic, Infidel, 


Schismatic, he would not any man to. be | 
for the first offence taken as a ‘Traitor; for | 


that the not acknowledging of the Supremacy, 


being a fur greater offence, 1s but the pain of | 


Pramunire, And thercfore, except the same 
offence also might be made Treason, he could 
not fike thereot, But it it should so seem to 
them good, that it should be as he indecd 
wished, then was he well pleased to put thei 
both to one predicainent. And for the word 
‘Heretic, he said, that the papists all, of 
force must be forced to say, her maj. is one; 
or that they theinselvcs must he content to 
carry the name, and to be noted nomine, as 
they are re et veritate heretics, which name 
they willingly will not bear. He further said, 
‘that with the rest of those words of slander, 
he thought it might do well to insert the name 
Papist. That if any man should say her maj. 
to ie an Intidel, Papist, or Heretic, &c. to be 
a Tra‘tor; for that some say, there are in 
these days that do not spare to say, her maj. 
is of another religion than is published; and 
that it is the sole doing of the counsellors, 
whereby the doctrine (in sort as it is) is thus 

ublished, and not her’s. He also added, that 
te wish was, that no man might be attainted 
of these words, except the speech or publica- 
tion might be testified by two witnesses. For 
the Additions, he said, assuredly they might not 
be severed from the first bill, not only as they 
are matters matcr ally depending on the first, 
but etretching so far to the maintenance of the 
first, that without them the first may seem to 
be nething. For, said he, there can be no 
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remedy provided, except the cause of the grief 
be known, and the same cause removcd; 
wherein the Rebels of the north gave clear ex- 
eriment: for doubtless, when they pretended 
eformation of Religion, they thought to rend 
up the ground, and subvert the stay thereof, 
which was her maj.’s person; and by them he 
wished us to learn at last, and to wax wiser. 
He said, the court of chancery will straitly 
decree for saving and quiet keeping of a quiet 
possession, often looking to ordering things 
before past, and shall not the court of parl. 
do the like for the title of the crown? And the 
ancicnt laws of the realm, he said, do main- 
tain the same, as long before the 35 Hen. 8, 
the stat. 5 Ed. 3, in such like cases hath or- 
dained, that the heir of the father’s offence 
shall be punished; consule locum citatum, 

Mr. VMounson said, it were horrible to say, 
that the parl. hath no authority to determine 
of the crown; for then would ensue, rot only 
the annihilating of the statute 35 H. 8, but 
that the statute made in the 1st of her maj.’s 
reign, of Recognition, should also be laid 
void; a matter contaming @ greater conse- 
quence than is convenirnt to be uttered. 

Nr. Heneage said, that either the bill for 
Addition should he severed, or both to be re- 
ferred to the queen’s learned counsel, to con- 
' sider of the conveniency thereof; und then by 
them to be exhibived, &c. but or his opinion 
‘he yielded no further reason. 

Mr. Long, a young gent. would have proved 
the word, have, and a regard of the ume past, 
not.to be amiss, for that at the tune of the 
offence the inalice of the offender was as great 
us it 1S at this prescnt. 

Mr, Fleetwood exdeavoured to prove the 
overcharging of the bill with larger words than 
| were convenient, and more provisoes than 
| were to the purpose, to have been the over- 
‘ throw of that which was truly meant; wherein 
the cunning adversary, when he knowcth not 
how to subvert directly, will by this means 
easily and subtilly insert more, pretending @ 
face of more forwardness than the rest, when 
indeed lis heart is bent to the hindrance at 
the whole. For proof and experience hereot, 
he remembred the cunning prelates in Hen. IV. 
and afterwards in Edw. IV’s, time, when Edw. 
required the Suppressing of all such Abbics, 
as Hen. 6, had erected. To hinder this, con- 
trary to the king’s meaning, some would needs 
add the colleges in Cambridge, which by him 
were also founded; to which, when by no 
means the house could be induced, as well the 
intent of the first, as of the last, was sub- 
verted.-—The like he remembered also of the 
2d year of Hen. 7, in matter of ‘Treason, 
which all men would have yiclded unto; the 
counterfeit friend heaped in, to give the king 
free liherty of restitution to whom he would, 
of all, both goods and possessions, whereo 
the inconveniency being scen, stay was made 
of the whole. So that, what men may not 
do directly, with face of further ene 
they do covertly. He concluded therefore, 
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were well, and most safe, to make two bills, 
and to be referred to the queen’s learned 
counsel, as Mr, Heneage had well divided. 

Mr. serjeant Manzwood, first answering the 
meaning of the words ‘ bodily hurt’ said, it 
must be intended when violence and force is 
done or offered to the body, and not otlier- 
wise, or elsewhere. And whether the words 
of slander should be ‘Treason, he thought that 
there was great reason they should be; tor, 
quoth he, who so shall aflirm her highness to 
be an heretic, doth doubtless wish her the 

ains of an, heretic, viz. to be burnt, &c. He 

rther would have to be added tu these words 
of the bill, That whosoever shall afirm him- 
self to have title, &c. to be a Traitor. He 
was of further opinion, that it should be no 
clogging to the bill, to have matter of the 
same nature added; being also provided for 
the same purpose, as good, consequent, and 
necessarily concurring with the effect of the 
bill. And for the authority of the parl. he 
said, it could not, in reasonable construction, 
be otherwise, for whoso should deny that au- 
thority, doth deny the quecn to be queen, and 
the realm to be # realm.—aAfter some turther 
debate, the business was referred to a com- 
mittee. 

Bill for the Suppressing of Simony.] 
April 13, the bill for suppressing of Simony in 
Presentations to Benefices was read the first 
timc, on which mr. Snagg observed, “ That 
the cause of the slanders, which the papists 
have against the church of England, in that 
that they say coblers, tavlors, tinkers, millers, 
&c. are of the ministry, groweth hereby, that 
the Livings are detained by the Patrons from 
the spiritual, in their own hands, to their own 
private uses; whereas the first original of the 
creation of Patronages being considered, it 
appeareth that nothing 1s Ictt to the patron of 
nght. The manner ot their orginal he shewed 
at large, and that tle same was granted ‘ Deo 
et Ecclesiz;’? and concluded that the patron 
had nothing of worth or value, but a bare no- 
mination, if it be truly used; since that, deal- 
ing sincerely, he is neither to respect commo- 
dity, blood, affection, friendship, nor any thing 
else, but the worth and sufticiency of the wan, 
&e.” | 

A Bill relating to Vagabonds.| | The same 
day the bill against Vagabonds was read a first 
time, and, though not usual in such cases, 
divers speeches ensued, of which this is an 
abstract : 

Mr. St. Juhn moved, that an old bill, before 
this time exhibited into the lower house, con- 
cerning this matter, might be perused. | 

Mr. Sandys endeavoured to prove this law 
for Beggars, to be over sharp and bloody, 
standing much on the care which is to be had 
for the poor; saying, that it mizht be possible 


with some travail had by the justices, to re- 


lieve every man at his own house, and to stay 
them from wandering. This experience he 
shewed, and what was done in the county of 
Worcester. . 


t 
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Mr. Treasurer talked to this effect, that he 
would lave a bridewell in every town, and 
every tipler in the county to yield 12d yearly 
to the maintenance thereof. 

Mr. Wilson, a Master of the Requests, ar- 
gucd thus, that Poor of necessity we must 
have, for so Christ hath said, until his second 
coming: aud, as true it is, said he also, that 
Beggars, by God's word, might not be ainongst 
his people: § Ne sit mendicus inter vos.” His 
experience he shewed through the greatest 
part of Christendom, concluding, that such 
looseness and Jewdness was no where as here; 
he suid, it was no charity to give such a one 
as we know not, being a stranger unto us, 
Thus, said he, did the Locrenses constitute by 
their laws. Even as of thieves did the Gre- 
cians judee of them. To the pain of the con- 
stubles for their remiss dealinys, he wished 
might be conjoined imprisonment. 

Debate on a Bill for reforming the Connon 
aaa April 11th, the bill tor Reformation 
of the Book of Common Prayer was prepared ° 
by mr. Strickland, and read a first time, which 
occasioned another debate: 

Mr. Treasurcr, of her majesty’s houschold, 
reasoned to this effect, that if the matters 
mentioned to be reformed were heretical, then 
verily they were presently to be condemned ; 
but if they are but matters of ceremony, then 
it hehoveth us to refer the same to her maj. 
who hath authority, as chief of the Church, to 
deal herein. © And for us to meddle with mat- 
ters of her prerogative, quoth he, it were not 
expedient. Withal, he said, what cause there 
might be to make her maj, not to run and join 
with those who seem to be most earsest, we 
are not to search; whether it be, for that in 
time and order she hopeth to bring them with 
her, or what other secret cause or scruple there 
might be in the heart of princes, it 1s not tor 
all people to know, | 

Mr. Comnp!raller arcned to this effect, as 
afore, commending the zeal, bet that the place 
and tinie were not fit. And since we acknow- 
ledge ber to be snpreain head, we are not in 
these petty. matters to run before the ball, 
which to do, and therein to offend, were great 
folly ; how forwarned we were herein, he did 
then refer to our consideration, insinuating mm 
some sort, that our heady and hasty proceed- 
ings, contrary to and before the law, did rather 
hinder than help. Hercupon 

Mr. Pistor, with a grave and scemly coun 
tenance, and good natural eloquence, shewed 
how conscience enforced him to speak; and 
rather to hazard his credit than to the offence 
of his conscience be silent. Albeit he would 
acknowledge willingly, that many hundreds of 
that hon. and worshipful asseanbly, were able 
to teach him, and he indeed willing to learn 
of them all. The matter of his grief was, that 
matters of importance standing us upon for 
our souls, stretching higher and farther to every 
one of us than the monarchy of the whole 
world, were cither not treated of, or so slen- 
derly, that now after more than ten days con- 
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tinual consultation, nothing was thereun con- 
cluded. This cause he shewed to be God's, the 
rest are all but terrence, yea trifles in compa- 
rison ; call you them never so great, or pretend 
you, that they ynport never so much ; subsidies, 
crowns, kingdoms, he kuew not, he said, what 
they were in comparison of this; this, he said, 
I know, whercof he most thanked God, ¢ primum 
querite regnum Dei, & cxtera omnia adjici- 
evtur vobis,’ This rule is the direction, and 
this desire shall bring us to the Light, where- 
upon we ra ee and then proceed unto the 
rest ; for in his word, and by him we learn, as 
saith st. Paul, to correct, reforin, &c. Our true 
home certainly is not here, ‘ Non habemus hic 
permanentem civitatem:’ and the justice of 
God moved terror unto all, which he seemed 
to mean concerning’ the bill before-mentioned 
of Strickland’s Propositions. And so did set 
it forth with vehemeycy, that there lacked no 
modesty; and with such eloquence, that it 
neither seemed studied, nor too much affected, 
but grave and learned throughout, and no whit 
too long, but very well approved of. After him 
followed 

Mr. Seage, and far after him indeed, either 

for order, proof, or matter, he entered into the 
discourse of Strickland’s Articles, and seemed 
to mdintain them; this namely, not to kneel 
at the receiving of the Communion, but rather, 
if a lnw.hereof should be made, to hie prostrate, 
to shun the old superstition ; or otherwise to 
set evcry man at liberty, and in this behalf to 
do according to his conscience and devotion, 
he judged it ta be nothing derogatory or con- 
‘trary to the prerogative ; and the direction, he 
thought fit to be Ictt out of the book, which 
should be a Jaw, &c.—After which arguments, 
it was, upon the question, agreed, That a Pe- 
tition should be made by this house unto the 
guecno’s maj. for her licence and privity to 
proceed in this bill, before it be any further 
dealt in. 
' Debate on a Bill against Licences, §c.] The 
same day the bill against Licences and Dis- 
pensations, granted by the abp. of Canterbury, 
was put to the question, Whether it should be 
read or no? [t was over-ruled in the athrma- 
tive, and bad thereupon its first reading. After 
which, 

Mr. Alford spake against the bill; and en- 
deavourcd to prove, that Licences for mar- 
riages in some cases might be needful, and 
that Dispensations also for non-residence might, 
upon some occasion, be of great necessity; as 
. o minister should be employed upon some 
forcign ambassage, or other matter of great 


weight. 

Mr. Yelverton spake, very vehemently in 
maintenance of the bill, alledging, that, as he 
thought, no good Christion could be against 
it; in respect that by the very words of the bill 


it appears, that it was only framed for the sup-. 


pression of such Licences and Dispensations, as 
were contrary to the word of God. 
Mr. Dalton spake next against the bill ; and 


grounded his opipion ouly upon this vain sup- | 


of their practised order u 


osition, that a bp. can do nothing contrary ty 
a word of Ged” = 

Mr. Manwood spake very judiciously and 
moderately, allowing well die scope and mean- 
ing of the law; but wished, that in respect it 
mentioneth the redress of many grievances, 
those same gricvances might first be partcu- 
larly made known to the house, before the bill 
were any farther proceeded in. 

Mr. Fleetwood approved the bill, fa spake 
not directly for it; but very covertly guirded 
at the Ecclesiastical Judges, and the Office of 
Faculties ; shewing also, that livings are given 
to ministers for the instructing the king and 
his pcople, and for the keeping of house, and 
other deeds of charity. All which, if they were 
absent by dispensation, he inferred . must of 
necessity be neglected. 

Serjeant Lovelace lastly, as it should seem, 


concRaded further speech in this business, shew- 


ing the use and cammodity of this bill; but 
doubted that there was not power enough given 
therein, nor sufficient remedy provided for re- 
dress of the mischiefs thereby supposed to 
grow, by reason of the granting the aforesaid 
Licence and Dispensations. Upon which, it 
should seem, that some members of the house 
were appointed to consider of the said bill, but 
their names are not found in the original 
Journal Book of the Commons, or in that be- 
fore cited anonymous Journal, out of which 
both the preceding and ensuing speeches are 
transcribed. 

Mr. Norton made a motion by warrant of 
this court, by the wisdum and godly care which 
in matters of weisht was to be employed, That 
to avoid the shameful and most hatetub usage 
amongst the ecclesiastical judges, for delivers 
ing of clerks convict upon their ouths, and the 
manifest perjury there, by their law against the 
law, committed, some order might be taken. 
He proved it might not be said a liberty of the 
church, except they will claim a liberty to sin; 
wherein indeed their principal liberty bath 
stood, and for the whicb they have not spared 
to hazard, nay to give, both their bodies and 
souls to become traitors to God and man.— 
Thus did that rebel, bp. Becket, whose prin- 
cipal quarrel and chief cause of all his stir, 
was, that the king would have punished one 
of his mark, a priest, for an abominable incest 
committed by him: which trifling fault, (for. 
sooth) this holy saint could not endure to be 
rebuked of by a temporal judge. ‘ Et hinc 
ille ire.’ He shewed, it could not be térmed 
a privilege, and encouragement to learning, 
since it was no other but a cloak for thew 


naughtiness, and for such as might be of the — 
‘pupe’s sect. As well appeared, in that it was 


allowed to none but to such as might enter 
their holy orders, and not to ove that two. 
wives, He shewed at large the circumstance 
the puryation of 
such clerks, declaring of truth, so disordered 
and bateful doings, that the whole house re= 
solved to take care for redress. 
The parliament was then, by the consent of 
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the house, for that it was Easter-eve, adjourned 
until Thursday next; and it was agreed, that 
they should from thenceforth come to the 
house at 7 of the clock in the morning. Dering 
which said time of Easter, mr. Strickland, so 
often before mentioned, for the exhibiting the 
bill for Reformation of Ceremonies, and his 
anh thereupon, was called before the Lords 
of the Privy Council; and required to attend 
upon them, and to make stay from coming to 
the house in the mean season. 
Debate on the Bill forthe Validity of Bur- 
gesses not resiant.) April 19th, the bill for 
the Validity of Burgesses not resiant, was read 
the 2nd ume; upon which ensued divers ar- 
guments. The first man that spoke effectually 
to this bill, was : 
Mr. Warnecomb of Hereford; who standing 
up, said to this effect; that it behoveth all 
those which were Burgesses, to see to that 
bill, for, quoth he, this may touch and over- 
reach their Whole liberties, as not having 
whereunto to stay; but that lords letters shall 
from henceforth bear all the sway. 
Mr. Norton first made explanation of the 
meaning of the hill, to be, he said, to shame 
the mperfection of choice, which 1s too often 
secn, by sending of unfit men; and lest happly 
any thing might be objected to the nnperfec- 
tion of the parl. which may seem to be scant 
sufficient by reason of the choice made by bo- 
Troughs, for the most part of strangers. (Whcre- 
as by the positive law, no man ought to be 
chosen Burgess tor any borowgh, but only re- 
siants and inhabitants.) He said further, that 
the choice should be of such as were able, and 
fit for so great a place and employment, with- 
out respect of privilege of place or degree; for 
that, by reason of his being a Burgess, it might 
not be intended or thought he was any thing 
the wiser; withal, he argued, that the whole 
body of the realm, and the guod service of the 
same, was rather to be respected, than the pri- 
vate regard of place, privilege, or degree of any 
person.—-Then mr. Speaker moved the opinion 
of the house, whether they could like the bill 
should be ingrossed? and coming to the qucs- 
‘ton, some said, no; but the greatest number 
seemcd to say, yea. 
Whereupon one standing up, whose name 1s 
Not expressed, said thus. Trun wholly with the 
pretence of the bill, that Boroughs decuved 
may be ecased‘or relieved, knowing assurcdly 
the same honourable for the realm, and in 
nany respects profitable and comimodious to 
those who do inhabit the countries adjacent to 
such decayed towns; that it is so, I will not 
stend to persuade. How far this law may he! 
‘them I know not; if they be decayed, then it 
48 most fit for them, that of their own company 
there may be some, who fceling the smart, can 
best make relation of their estate ; and know- 
ang the country, may devise and advise of such 
helps, as without the hurts of other places may 
restore the old ruins. All things are in change, 
and nothing so suppressed, but by God’s grace 
the same may in time by policy be raised up. 


But, to open my meaning shortly, the question 
is, What sort of men are to come to this court, 
and public consultation in parl.? whether from 
every quarter, country, and town, there should 
come (us I might say) home-dwellers, or others 
wise men chosen by directions, it forceth not 
whom? I am surely of mind, that neither tor 
the good service of her maj. safety of our coun- 
try, or standing with the liberty, which of right 
we may challenge (being born subjects within 
the co es this scope is to be given; or such 


whole land of this realm, we know, is to be for 
3 purposes employed, and thereby 3 sorts of 
men are, as it were, created.—The one part 
given in Frank Almoigne, or for Divine Service 
to be used, to the glory_of God and ministry of 
his word.—The 2nd part to be holden for 
Defence against our enemies, by the sword.— 
The 3rd for Maintenance of our Livelihood at 
home, aud for necessary employments here. 
Of these 3 grounds, in the first division there 
groweth, to our knowledge, 3 sorts of men: 
the ministers and teachers of the gospel, of 
whom we must have care, and with whom, .in 
making of laws, we must confer, if we will be 
Christians. The @nd are the nobility, knights, 
and soldicrs, the defenders and fortresses 
azainst our enemies. The 3rd sort be the 
providers, devisors, and executors of all things 
necessary, commodious, or seemly for a settled 
estate (which hath the happiness to live there 
where are ‘ pax et justitia’) for increase of our 
wealths, sustenance of our laws, the governing 
of bodics, or what clse soever is necessary for 
us: such are the counsellors, such are the 
judges and ministers of the laws, such be the 
tillers of the earth, such be merchants, such 
be victuallers, and in this degree be those who 
do use manual and mechanical arts. Of all 
these, in hike sort, as of the others, regard, 
care, and respect inust be had; they through- 
ly consulted with, the general and particular 
states are by them to be known, if we mean 
to proeced for the public weal, or endeavour 
in the same a true pertection. These last sort 
making one kind are most ample, and thereto 
most effectual to be dealt with, as yielding to 
the rest ‘ supplementum, consilium et auxili- 
um.’ The 2nd sort is likewise most necessary 
to be thought of. The first are best, and first 
to be followed; but those are all to be-in one 
knot conjoined, and as members of one body . 
In one to be used. We may, im regard of re- 
ligion, lic in the dike (as the proverb is) long 
enough without our own aid, if we do nothing 
but pray for the help of Hercules. We may 
not trust only to the sword, lest the common 
known saying of Cicero should turn to our 
shame: ‘ parva sunt foris arma, nisi consilium , 
domi.’ Neither our preaching nor our pray- 
ing to God are only sufficient, but withal we 
must do our endeavours, and help each other; 
since for the driving away of a dog there is (as 
the countryman saith) some virtue in a stone, 


if it be conjoined with st. John’s gospel; £ 


mean, that cvery part of tite body should do 


looseness m choice to be permitted. Thatthe - 
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Ris own part ta the aid of the other; and the 
band tu help the hand, the fuot to help the 
fuot, kc. ‘This hath moved our forefathers, 
and un this yrousd hath it grown, tbat in this 
court where we are to consider of all, and (as 
occasion may serve) to alter, constitute, or re- 
furm all things, as cause shall be, that we do 
know all sorts of nen, so faras inay be to help 
all. How may her maj. or bow may this court 
know the estate of her frontiers, or who shall 
make report of the ports, or how every quar- 
ter, shire, or country 1s in state? 
ver have seen Berwick or st. Michael’s Mount, 
can but blindly guess of them, albeit we look 
- on the maps that came from thence, or sec 
letters of instruction sent; some one, whom 
observation, experience, and due cunsideration 
ef that country hath taught, can more perfect- 
ly open what sball in question thereof grow, 
and more effectually reason thereupon, than 
the skilfullest otherwise whatsoever. And that 
they should be the very inhabiters of the seve- 
ral couutries of this kingdom, who should be 
here in times certain employed, doubtless it 
was the true meaning of aucient kings and our 
foretathers, who first began and: established 
this court. But, leaving what I cannot reach 
unto, the first constitution and freedom of this 
court, the old precedent of parliament writs do 
teach us, that of every country their own bur- 
gesses should be clected ; the writ to the she- 
riff and borough is directly so; and the writs 
to the cities being countics, are, § quod ex vo- 
bis ipsis elegatis duos cives’, &c. which do prove 
it to be so; the statute im the 1 Hen. V. for 
the confirmation of the old laws was therefore 
made, and not to create a new unknown law; 
and that other in the — Hen. VI. was made 


to redress the mischief, which by breach of 


that old law did grow. These do conclude it 
without contradiction, that for that time it was 
thought tit to continue the ancient use, liber- 
ty, and conveniency of service. We know 
a Ae such as have spent their whole time in 
service, or have secn only the manner of govt, 
of other nations, and can tell you how the 
crown of France is delivered vut of wardship ; 
or otherwise tell a tale ot the king of Castle 
and Portugul, how they in making of laws do 
use their own. discretion; the king of Den- 
mark uscth the advice of his nobles only, and 
“nothing of his commons; nor can paint yuu 
out the monstrous garments of the common 
people in some parts of Gerinany, or the man- 
gled commonwealth of the tlies, or shadows 
of the great citics, which now are to be seen 
in Ttalv; surely all thuse men, except they 
know also our own bhoimcs, are not to be trust- 
ed to conclude for our own home afhairs. 
Doubtless the best learned for matters of com- 
-modity to be raised, or to be wrought in his 
own country, may happily give place to his 
own newhbours; even as wiscly and learnedly 
a gent, said of late, ia every commitment, ac- 
cording to the matter, there must be a decla- 
Tation of mey, as for merchandize, the mer- 
chant, and so: forth: © unicuique in sui arte 
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perito credendum,’ we hold for a maxim. And 
I mean this wholly to no other end, but since 
we deal universally, for all sorts and all places, 
that there be here of all sorts, and all coun- 
| tries, and not (seeing you list so to term it) 
; thus to ease them of towns and boroughs, that 
they may chonse at liberty whom they list; 
yet can i hardly call that a liberty which is 
contrary to that which the king and the queen 
commonly granteth as a free gift, and by the-e 
words, ‘ et de majori gratia nostra, &c. dedi- 
mus potestatem, &c. quod de svipsis eligant 
duos burgenses, or duos cives;’ we take it 
more fur a man to have of his own, than to 
lrave (by any man’s discretion) of another.— 
It hath been of late oft and well said, that to 
nominate another to a benetice is nothing 
worth in value; but if at be, that a man may 
take the benefit himself that is both valuatte 
and estimable; that cannot hurt, that is cver 
good for me, if it be ever tied in nearest sort 
unto me; and for this reason we say in law, 
that the estate Tail, which must continue in 
our own blood, is better than the estate in 
Fee simple, which may be got. further from 
us, and 1s to be given to strangers at pleasure; 
miscliicts and inconveniences there may grow 
by this liberty; but a mischief it may be to 
me, and inconvenient also to utter the same: 
I will not speak thereof but dutifully, neither 
do I see any thing that is amiss at this pre- 
sent; what was done a hundred years since, I 
may safely tell; and thus it was: a duke of 
this realm wrote his letters to a city, which I 
know, tu this effect; whereby he did signify, 
that a parl. was to be summoned in short 
time, and that for great causes he was to crave 
; td of all his friends; and reckoning them 
aimunyst the rest, he wished them of four un- 
der-nominated to choose two; the letter un- 
der the duke’s seal is still preserved; but hear 
you the answer; he was written to with due 
humbleness, that they were prohibited by law, 
they might choose nune of them.—I will ven- 
ture a little nearer. In queen Mary’s time, a 
council of this realm (not the queen’s privy 
council) did write to atown, to cluose a bi- 
shop’s brother (and a great bishop’s brother it 
was indeed) whom thev assured to be a good 
Catholic man; and willed them to choose to 
the hike of him some other fit man. The coun- 
cil was answered with law. And if all towns 
| in England had done the like im their choice, 
the crown had not been so wranged, and the 
| rcalm so robbed with such ease at that pari. 
| and truth banished as it was; what hath been 
may he; there is no impossibility. It Will be 
said I mistake, it is not meant bat that towns 
shall be at liberty to choose whom they list. 
I say, that liberty is the loss of liberty; for 
when by law they may do what they will, they 
| may not well deny what shall be required, It 
is too truly said, § rogando cogit qui rogat po- 
tentior.” And I have known one, that to 
avoid a great man’s displeasure, that dwelt 
near him, that was desirous, as he kuew, to 
buy his land, did, upon smal occasion, bind 
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himself not to alienate his land from his true 
heirs: this being known, I mean that he was 
bound as aforesaid, the gréat man was con- 
tented to let him keep his own quietly, which 
otherwise he would not have done. Surely 
law is the only fortress of the inferior sort of 
people; and contrary to the law, the greater 
sort will not desire to expect any thing. 
Though now at this present, God be praised, 
we necd not to fear the greatness of any man, 
justice is so well administered: yet hereafter, 
whatsoever hath been we may fear, either for 
Maintenance of faction, or inaintenance of 
mischief. Again, I say, it may be, what here- 
totore was, possibly again nay be. We stand, 
and have stuod of late upon the notorious ma- 
nifestation of the authority of parl. except 
withal you keep the ancient usage of the same, 
and withal endeavour the freedom thereof, in 
effect you do nothing, if I guess aright.—It is 
further said, that in some towns there are not 
men of discretion fit; they be not the wiser 
(said the gent. that spoke before) for being 
Burgesses. I can never be persuaded, but 
that either the lord, whose the town is, be the 
town never so httle; or the steward, if it be 
the queen’s, ar some good gent. of the county 
adjoinant, will either assign them who know 
~ the town, and can be content to be free among 
them, and to serve by their appointment, 
for their country, and for them; or else for 
some reasonable fec, such as be of their learn- 
ed council, and who know them, and the 
country will deal for them. {I mean it not so 
strictly, that those who should be chosen 
should of necessity be dwellers in the town; 
but to be either of the town, or towards the 
town, borderers and near neighbours at the 
least; and to this effect I would the bill 
were framed. I stand too long hereon, and 
abundance of matter occasioneth contusion; 
this is all. It was meant at the first, and first 
Constitution of parl. that men of every quarter, 
and of all sorts, should come to this court, that 
they should be freely chosen. This in eyery 
age hitherto hath seemcd best; to alter with- 
out cause is not convenient; to give every 
town liberty, may offer in time inconvenience. 
None so fit for every country as those who 
know the same. To choose of their own, it is 
a liberty; to luse their liberty, I think it a bad 
commodity, call it as you please; by such 
kind of release in easing men of their wealths, 
or some good part of their living, we beshrew 
our charity. And in like sort, and in like 
reason, it seems to me this law is inferred out 
of the preface of the same. For thus it is 
penned, “ fotasmuch as some towns are de- 
cayed, and have not of their own, therefore 
let every town do what they list.” Of a par- 
ticular proposition to make a general conclu- 
sion, it is against our rules; and nothing, as 
saith the philosopher, is more absurd than 
“non causam pro causa.’ Some towns can- 
not send fit men; it standeth very strongly, if 
you seek to help, let the plaister be fit for the 
gets let not the salve be stretched too far, 
OL, 1, 


lest the whole and sound flesh, by the broad 
spreading of the salve, do either sinart, fret, or 
fester. The medicine which healeth the sick 
man may be poison for the whole and sound 
man, All citizens and burgesses should not 
be thought alike, and yet all provided: tor, as 
there is due cause. Let there be therefore 
convenient consideration, how to heal, how 
to hurt. And I could wish, according to the 
weight of the matter, it might be rather staid 
on than thus abruptly overruled; and while 
we fly Scylla we fall not into Charybdis; 
while we say that boroughs cannot send to 
this high court so fit men as ‘be convenient, 
that by altering the ancient usdyc, which is the 
only warrant and sole stay of freedom in parl. 
it may happilv be said we have no ages now 
within this realm, nor liberty at for any 
such here to be holden. 

Mr. Bell, in answer to this, did collect the 
substance of what been said, and in a lon 
discourse shewed, that it was necessary all 
places should be provided for, and not Bo- 
roughs only, being but one of the members of 
the commonwealth ; and that some of them 
have neither wealth to provide fit men, nor 
themselves any in any sort convenient. He 
thought not amiss, if, in respect of those ma- 
nifest wants, convenient supply should be; 
but, without the warrant of parl. such altcra- 
tion might not be. He then thought it not 
amiss to be advised. And for the objection of 
the danger which may ensue by reason of the 
letters of noblemen; he could not, he said, 
but think it convenient to prevent the same ; 
and therefore wished, that there might be the 
penalty of 40]. upon every borough, that 
should make such election at the nomination | 
of any nobleman. 

Mr. Alford reasoned to this effect, That 
above all things, necessary care ought to be 
for the chusing and having of tit men to supply” 
the place, that there be not imperfection. 
And therefore noted one great disorder, that 
inany young men, fot experienced, for learns 
ing sake, were often chosen, through whose 
default he knew not; whether letters of noe 
blemen, love or affection in the country, their 
own ambition, or the careless accompt of the 
electors, or what else was the cause, he knew 
not; but it was to be seen: whereupon he 
would, none should be of that house, net off 
30 years of age at the least. And for the 
choice of townsmen, he said, he was of his 
mind, that Moses and Aaron shoald he con- 
joined together; and that there should be one 
of their own, or some gent. near thein, who 
Trad knowledge of the state of the country ; 
and the other a man learned, and able to ute 
ter bis mind and opinion, since that knowledge 
locked up in the breast, not being orderly 
opened, is to no purpose; and this part, he 
said, was as requisite for consultation as tie 
other. So that he seemed to conclude the 
law should be in force for the one burzess, and 
at liberty for the other.”—After whict speeches 
the oe bill touching the Validtty of Rare ~~ 
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gesses, &c. was ordered to be committed to 
sir ‘lho. Hilton, knt.; mr. Bell, mr. Rob. 
Bowes, mr. |leetwood, mr. Wurnecomb, 
mr. Bedle, mr. Atkins, mr. Alford and mr. 
Gsynes ; and appomted to meet in the Te mple- 
Church, upon Saturday next, at 2 im the al- 
ternoon, 

Debate ona Bill against ik a April 19th, 
the bill against Usury was read the 2nd time, 
which occusioned another debate in the house. 
and, first, 

Mr. Clarke spoke to this effect; That the 
referring of the pumishment m the bill men- 
tioned, being put to the ecclesiastical judges, 
for so much was nothing; for that they are to 
punish by the civil law, by the canon law, 
or by the temporal law. The civil law would 
not avail them, because by that law there is 
allowance of Usury. The canon law is abo- 
lished ; and in that respect the temporal law 
saith nothing; so that the pretence may secin 
to be somewhat, but the ettect thereby wrought 
is nothing; yet that it was il, nenher Cliris- 
tian nor Pagan ever denied. Aristotle being 
asked what Usury was? He said it was, ¢ pra- 
tcr naturam,’ and therefore could not be de- 
fined, Plato, being asked the same question, 
answered it was, § idem ae homimem occidere.’ 
St. Angustine the same; and, in the very 
words of the Psalmist, answereth to the ques- 
tion, * Domine quis habitabit in tabernaculo 
tio?” He said, ¢ Qui curat proximo suo, non 
decipit eum, et qui pecuniam suam non dabit 
ad Usuram.’ : 

Mr. Molloy shewed, what it might be thought 

‘on for any man to endeavour the defence of 
that which every preacher at all times, following 
the letter of the Pook, did speak against ; yet, 
saith he, it is convenient, and being in some 
sort used, it is not repugnant to the word of 
God. Experience hath proved the great mis- 
«hiet nich doth grow by reason of excessive 
taking, to the destruction of young ventlemen, 
and otherwise intinitely ; but the imischief js of 
the excess, not otherwise. Since to take rea- 
sonably, or so that both parties might do good, 
was not hurtful; for to have any man lend his 
money without any commodity, hardly should 
~ you bring that to pass. And since every man 
ls not an occupicr who hath mnoncy, and some 
which have not money may yet have skill to 
use money, except you should take away or 
hinder good trades, bargaining and contracting 
cannot be; God did not so hate it, that he 
did utterly forbid it, but to the Jews amongst 
themsclves only, for that he willed they should 
lend as brethren together: for unto all others 
they wore at lurge: and therefore to this da 

they are the greatest Usurers in the world. 
But be it, as indeed it is, evil, und that men 
are mep, no saints, to do all these things per- 
fectly, uprightly and brotherly; yet, § ex du- 
‘obus malis minus mekim eligendum 3’ «and 
better may if be bern to permit a little, than 
utterly to take away and prohibit traftick ; 
which hardly may be maintained generally 
without this-~—But it may be suid, it is contra- 
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ry to the direct word of God, and therefore an 
ill law; if it were to appoint men to take 
Usury, it were to be dishked; but the ditfer- 
ence is great between that and permitting or 
allowing, or suflering « matter to be unpunish- 
ed. Lt may be said, that nudum pactum non 
parit obligationeim,’ but there rust be some- 
what given ia consideration. Let be that there 
is nothing given of the lenders, yet there is 
somewhat © simile, A&’omne bonum exemplum, 
& omnis lex in se aliquid habet mali,’ tor that 
some body shall sutter therchy. We are not, 
quoth he, so straitned to the word of God, 
that every transgression should be surely pes 
mished here. Every vain word is. here furbid- 
den by Gorl, vet the temporal law doth not 
so utterly condeinn it. As for the words of 
the scripture, he said, the Hebrew soundeth 
thus in answer of this question ; ¢ qui. nun dat 
pecumam suiun ad morsuin 2” su it Is the bite- 
ing and over-sharp dealing which is disliked 
and nothing else, And this, he said, was the 
opinion and interpretation of the most fa- 
mous learned man Beza, and in these days, 
of Bellarmine aud divers others, who say, that 
the true interpretation of the Lebrew word is 
not wsura, but morsus. 

Dr. Wedsen, Master of the Requests, first 
endeavoured to prove, that the common state 
may be without Usury; then he shewed, how 
even men that have been ignorant of God or 
his laws, finding the evils thereof by their laws, 
redressed it; aud utterly prohibited the use 
thereof. As the Athenians caused all the 
writings taken for interest money to be burnt; 
and the like did Lycurgus by a law which he 
made, and secing the fire, he said, § he never 
saw so fair a flume as those books yielded.’ 
He then made a definition ot Usury, shewing 
it was taking of any reward, or price or sum, 
over and above the duc debt. ‘To make any 
thing of that which is not mine, it 1 robbery. 
Forthwith upon the delivery of the loan mo- 
ney, it is not mince. And the law is, that 
mutuum must ever be free. And here he 
shewed the differenee between location and 
mutuuin; the one implying a contract, the 
other none. He remembered, out of Ezekiel 
and other the prophets, sundry places of scrip< 
ture ; und vouched st. Augustine’s saying, that 
to take but a cup of wine is Usury and dasmna- 
ble. ‘This he seemed fo suy in answer to that 
which had been betore pronounced, that it was 
not Usury except i were morsus.—He shewed_ 
that logs may grow by Usury; first, to the 
queen, then to the common-wealth. To the 
queen in this, that men not using their own 
money, but finding great gain in Usury, do 
employ the samc that way; so that her cus- 
tomis must decrease : to the common-wealth, 
tor thaf, whoso shall give hire for moncy, 15 to 
raise the same in the sale of his commodity. 
All trades shall be taken away, all occupations, 
lust; for most men secking most case, and, 
greatest gain, without hazard or venture, will 
forthwith employ their money to such use. He, 


shewed it tu be sv hateful in the judgment of 
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fhe common law, that an Usurer was not ad- 
mitted to be a witness; nor after his death to 
the common sepulchre of Christians. And tor 
that fis discourse had been lung, he, inserted 
(as he said) this tale for recreation of the 
hearers.—“ [n Italy, quoth he, agreat known 
Usurer being dead, the curate denied hin the 
common place of burial; his friends made 
suit, the priest would not hear; in fine, the 
suitors bethonght them of a policy to bring it 
to pass, that he might be buried in the church; 
which was this :—the parson of the church did 
accustomably use to carry his books daily from 
his house to the church on his ass; and the 
ass, by often going, needed not to be driven, 
but, knowing his journev, as soon as he was 
Jaden, would, of himself go to the church 
door: they desired the parson, his ass might 
‘carry the dead body; and where it should 
stay there it might be buried, To so fonda 
request the pricst agreed; the body was laid 
on the ass, who, feeling a greater burthen than 
he was used to bear, did run towards the 
town, never staving until he came to the coim- 
mon place of execution.” This tale merrily 
told, he again entered to his matter, and 
proved the condemnation of Usury and Usu- 
rers, by the authority of the Nicene, and di- 
vers other cauncils: he shewed, that the di- 
vines do call Usury a spider, a canker, an 
aspis, a Serpent and adevil. He shewed how, 
in nature, the offences of homicide and usury 
are to be compared ; and by examples proved 
the rnins of divers commonwealths, when such 
practices for gain are suffered, as that of the 


commonwealth of Rome, &c. The manner of 


exchange now used in London, and how mach 
abuse he shewed; a thing in old time not 
practised, but bythe king, asin Pdw IIL's tine, 
when thereby the king obtained such treasure, 
and such excessive wealth, that if was first 
wondered at, then guessed that it crew by the 
science of alchymy. He here sewed the 
ractice of the Low-countries of Germany, 
and namely the doings of fulchers to the very 
heevering of great and miehty princes; he 
avouched the authority of sir John Cheek in 
that place, concerniny that matter; and the 
mind of the ancteut Feclish faw-writers, who 
say that the offence of Usury in life the bishop 
is to punish; bat after his death his executors 
shall not have his goods, bit they uppertain 
Sad fiscum.’ He concluded, that the cifence, 
in his conscience, should be judged feluny, 
Mr, Bell sud, this matter being so ample 
had occasioned much speech, and was for 
cunning mena fit theme to shew their wits and 
skills upon. Yet, saith he, it standeth doubt- 
ful what Usury is; we have no true definition 
of it. And, in our laws, we have little written 
thereon but this, § usura non currat super in- 
fanteny.” And not much moye but to answer 
the objections, where it is pretended, that the 


not punching of it by the temporal judze, may. 


seem to be an approbation of it, or to leave it 
to the church may scei as if we had no care 
goncerning it; for that to put over an offence 


to another judge, may not be so said, if to the 
church it may appertain, and they may well 
correct it. He further shewed, that the privi- 
lege of the church is by statute upon this point 
tu be expressed, namely in the statute ‘de ars 
ticulis cleri.” He said, we must not curiously 
search Ciceru’s paradoxes, and pronounce that 
“peccata sunt wquaha, hoc est, quud omne 
— est peccatum ?* and no further: but 

e every man, according to his trausgressiops, 
to muke a reasonable pam; though. he who 
stenleth 2d. doth as well steal as he who steal- 
eth 1001. vet there are degrees; we have petit 
larceny, and that which is greater; both faults, 
both tv be punished, both to be hated; but 
ditference there is in punishing, even according 
to the greatness and smallness of the offence ; 
for the one there js death, and for the other 
not so.—In the statute for punishing of Per~ 


Jury, in the Sth of this queen, there are sundry 


dearées of perjury: not for that there is less 
perjury in the one than in the other; but that 
there is greater hurt occasioned in the one 
than in the other. In answer of the scripture, 
he said, the law of God is, § it thou be stricken 
onthe ove cheek, to turn the other; or if thy. 
cloak be taken away, to give also thy gown.’ 
The literal scuse is not to be taken, and, as 
there is cause, a reasonable cunstructios! must 
be, So he cuncluded, that though it were a 


sin, yet it was to be punished here on carth 


ucccording to the good or bad, or rather ac- 
cording to the greater or lesser burt which 
groweth thereby, 

Atter which one, whose name is. not ex- 
pressed in the said anonymous Journal, en- 


deavoured the answer of dr. Wilson, but with. 


a protestation of lis insufliciency ; and then 
he shewed how the divines have not, agreed 
what is Usury, but for his awn part, he was to, 


inchne to the opinion of the learned of these - 


ditys, whose interpretation of literal sense and 
skill of the tonzucs do appear; which took 


that fur no Usury which is without grievance, 


He made a difference of the law of God con-. 
cerning the divine majesty containcd in the 
first table, and what is concerning man in the 
second table; saving, that nothing is to be 
said in that degree sin in itself, but by the cir- 


‘ 


cumstances; for so it is known whether it be - 


good or bad, To kill is prohibited, yet somes 
lunes not to killis evil, Phineas killed, and 
was therefore commended. And thetts, at. 
times, have been in scriptures upproved. So 
likewise Usury is allowed of in the scriptures ; 
but that it might be used to strangers only: 
albeit the chosen children of God amongst 
themselves might not use it, But Ict be, whe- 
ther it be utterly unlawful, or in some sort to 


be tulerated, itis a question; and until it be . 


determined fur the common commodity and 
mrintenance, let it be as bitherto it hath been 
used. And for the common sort of bargains 
of corn for cloth, silk for land, &c. what they 
be, whether Usury or no, we know not. That 
all should be well, it 1s-to be wished; that all 
may be done welt among men, it is beyond 


(an ee eae 


& 
759] 


hope; for we are no saints, we are not of per- 
fection to follow the letter of the gospel, 
¢ Whoso striketh the one cheek,’ &c. and this 
text, ‘ date nihil inde sperantes :’ these are no 
express commandments. For the first, the 
law of nature doth direct, and for the other 
also the same law in effect maketh defence ; 
surely there can be_no sin where there can be 
no breach of charity. To do that thercfore to 
anothcr which we would to ourselves (the 
stfte, circumstance, and case to ourselves con- 
sidered) is commendable, or not to he re- 
proved; if we ourselves be to borrow, who is 
it that would not, in extremity, give a little to 
save much money? It is said, the Usurer doth 
or may grow rich: who hath disliked, in a 
commonwealth, that there should be ‘ homines 
boni frugi? they may be considered, and may 
be good, more than tor one purpose. He fur- 
ther stood on this, that God did not absolutely 
forbid Usury, which surely if it had been utter- 
ly ill, hc would have done. And he added, 
that the common laws were cruel in their cen- 
sures, and wished that they should be no more 
remembered than they are followed. 
Serjeant Lovelace argued to this effect, that 
Usury was of money ouly, protesting that he 
hated all kind of Usury, but yet the greater 
the ill was, the more and more greatly did he 
hate the same. But to prohibit it with so 
sharp and extreme a law as to lose all, he 
thought it would be the ground of greater co- 
vetousness, Withal, he added, to prohibit the 
ill of covetousness in generality, were rash, 
void, and frivolous ; since that the speech and 
the act itself is indefinite, comprehending all 
our actions and doings; and therefore, as ut- 
terly vain to prohibit it, in vain words of gene- 
rality. To prohibit drunkenness, pride, envy, 
surteiting, &c. were somewhat in some parti- 
cular surt; todo it in generality, albeit that 
we know that it is every way damnable by the 
direct and written word of God, it were but 
folly. Of these great evils, (to the which man, 
ot his nature, is born and made prone, and too 
apt) whcn we may not reach to the best, fur- 
thest and uttermost, we must do, as we may 
say, by degrees. As to say, there shall be no 
deceit, or slight in making of this or that kind 
of wares; that the husbandman shall till his 
arable land, and that he shall not keep above 
such a number of sheep; that there shall be 
no forestalling, regrating, &c. and this in par- 
ticularity; whereas otherwise, generally amongst 
sinful men to prohibit this sin or that sin ut- 
terly on a pain, it may not be: but thus rather 
he that shall so sin shall suffer, or lose so 
Much ; whereupon he coricluded, that there 
should be seh ps in punishing of Usury; as 
he that should take so much, to lose, or be 
punished thus; 
deeply. 
| Mr. Fleetwood said, he had read the civil 
law, and of the common law somewhat; but 
how well he did ‘understand ‘it, hg would not 
promize ought: what Usury was, he said, he 
wus not to lear ; calj it, uf we list, proxima 


he that shall take more, more 
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homicidio, or how else by a description 
forced not much; for if there were not civi 
law, it were not much to be accounted of for 
any certainty in this case thereby to be had; 
and the most ancient laws of tls realm have 
taught us thereof somewhat; as the laws of 
ge do make to us mention of Usury. So 
do the laws made in Lucius’s time, and those 
of Athelred ; whereby it was ordained, that 
witches and usurers should be banished. re 
Edward, the saint, referreth and appointed 
the offenders herein to suffer ordalium. Then 
was therc a great kind of Usury known, which 
was called torus, and a lesser known by the 
name of..... Glanvile, in the book de le- 
gibus antiquis, maketh mention of an inquiry 
of christian usurers. In the tower, lhe said, 
he had seen a commission awarded to the mas- 
ter of the courts (he named not what courts) 
to enquire of Usurers, and the punishment of 
them, he said, was whipping ; he said further, 
by scripture, he knew it was damnable ; and 
therefore, whcther it was good or not good, it 
was no good question. For the matter of im- 
plication, whether by the pretence of the law 
it might be intended that it was in any sort 
allowed; he said, it might be construed and 
compared there with the statute of Tithes: 
where it is said, ‘that till for 7 years after 
Heath-ground broken up, no tithe shall be 
pu ;? the construction hereupon is_ clear. 
e shewed also, tha» Usury was malum in se, 
for that of some other transgressions, her maj. 
may dispense afore with; but for Usury, or to 
grant that Usury may be used, she possibly 
cannot. | , 
Mr. Norton shewed, that all Usury is biting ; 
as in the word $ steal’ is contained all kind of 
injurious taking away of a man’s goods: and 
as slanderizing is said to be murthcring or ho- 
micide; so is Usury justly ever to be said 
biting, they being both so correlated. or knit 
together, that the one may not be without the 
other. He concluded, thut since it is doubttul 
what is good, we should be mindful of the old 
saying, ‘ Quod dubitas ne feceris,’ and for that 
* (Juod non ex fide est peccatum est,’. therefore 
he wished that no allowance should be of i.— 
After whith debate, the bill was committed to 
Mr. Tredsurer and others, but their names are 
not mentioned. | 
Debate relating to the Liberties of the 
House.} April 20th there were some a 
ments started conccrning the Liberties of that 
House, and about some untruths which had 
heen reported ‘of it. On which Mr. Speaker 
declared, ‘ That the qucen had as good liking 
of this parl. as ever she had of any parl. since 
her maj.’s reign.’—The same day a bill for 
Fugitives, or such a3 were fled beyond sea 
without Licence, was read a first time; ow 
which © eae 
' Mr. Wentworth stood up, and put the house 
in mind of a speech made by sir Humphrey 
Gilbert some days before; he proved his 
speech (without naming him) to be an injury 
to the house; he noted his disposition to flat-. 
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ter and fawn on the prince, comparing him to 
the cameleon, which can change himself into 
al} colours, saving white; even so, said he, 
this reporter can change himself into all fa- 
shiong but honesty: he shewed further the 
great wrong done to one of the house, by a 
misreport made to the queen, meaning Mr. 
Bell; be shewed his speech to tend to no other 
end than to inculcate fear into those which 
should be free; he requested care for the cre- 
dit of the house, and for the maintenance of 
free speech (the only means of ordinary pro- 
ceedings) and to preserve the liberties of the 
house, to reprove liars, inveighing greatly out 
of the scriptures and otherwise, against liars, 
As this of David, ‘ Thou O Lord shalt destroy 
liars,’ &c, 

Mr. Treasurer signified his desire to have all 
things well ; saying, he could not enter into 
judgment of any: but he said, it was conve- 
nient all speethes should be avoided, and the 
good meaning of all men to be taken, without 
wresting or misreporting ; and the meaning of 
all men to be shewed in good sort without une 
scemly words, 

_ Mr. Speaker endeavoured an agreement and 
yhity in the house, making signification that 
the'queen’s maj. had in slic words declared 
unto him, that she had good intelligence of the 
orderly proceedings among us; whereof she 
as good ‘likitig as ever she had of any 
parl. since she came unto the crawn; and 
wished we should give her no other cause than 
to continue the same, und added further her 
maj.’s pleasure to be, to take Order for Li- 
censes;. wherein she had been careful, and 
more careful would be. ia 
_ Debate on a Member being detained.J— 
Mr. Carleton, with a very good zeal, and or- 
derly shew of obedience, made signification 
how that a member of the house was detained 
from them (meaning Mr. Strickland) by whose 
commandment, or for what cause he knew not. 
But for as much as he was not now a private 
man, but to supply the rdem,person and place 
of a multitude specially chosen, and theretore 
sent, he thought that neither in regard of the 
country, which was not to be wronged, nor 
for the liberty of the house, which was not to 
be intringed, we should permit him to be de- 
tained from us. But, whatsoever the intend- 
ment of this offence might be, that he should 
be sent for to the bar of that bouse, there {o 
be heard, and there to answer. ae se 
' Mr. Treasurer in some case gave advertise- 
ment to be wary in our proceedings, and nci- 
ther to venture further than our assured war 
Tant might stretch, ‘nor to hazard our good 
opinion with her maj. on any doubtful cause. 
Withal he wished us not to think worse than 
thete was cause. For the man, queth he, 
that is meant, is neither detained nor misused, 
but on considerations is required to expect 
the queen’s pleasure, upon certain special 
points: wherein, he said, he durst to assure 
that the man should neither have cause to 
dislike or complain, since s@ much. favour was 
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meant unto him as he reasonably ceuld wish, 
He further said, that he was in no sort stayed 
for any word or speech by him in that place 
offered; but for the exhibjting of a bill into 
the house against the Prerogative of the Queen; 
which was nat to be tolerated. Nevertheless 
the construction of hjm was rather. to have 
erred in his zeal gnd bil] offered, than malici- 
ously to have meant any thing cuntrary to the 
dignity royal, And lastly, be ¢uncluded, that 
oft it had been seen, that speeches have been 
examined and considered of. 

Sir Nichvlas Arnold, with some vehzinency, 
moved, that care might be had for the liberty 
of the ‘house ; he was enforced, he said, rather 
to utter, and so to run into danger of offence of 
athers, than to be offended with hinself. 

Mr. Compirvller replied to the etiegt Mr, 
Treasurer had before spoken. oe 

Mr. Cleere tuld, how the prerogative is not 
disputable, and that the safety of the queen is 
the safety of the subjects. He added, how 
that for matter of divinity, every man was for 
his instruction to repair to his Ordinary, being 
a private man; (where he utterly forgot the 
place he spake in, and the person who was 
meant; for that place required and permitted 
free speech with autbority, and the person was 
not himself a private man but a public; by 
whom even the Ordinary himself was to be 
directed.) He concluded, that for as much as 
the cause was not known, he therefore would 
the house should stay, 

Mr. Yelverton said he was to be sent for, 
arguing in this sort, First, he said, the pre- 
cedent was perilous, and thongh in this happy 
time of lenity, among so good and hon. per- 
sonages, under so gracious a prince, nothing 
of extremity or injury was to be feared; yer 
the times might be altered, and what now is 
permitted, hereatter might be construed as of 
duty, and enforced even on this ground of the 
present permission. He, further said, that all 
mutters not treason, or too much to the dero- 
gation of the imperial crown, were tolerable 
there; where all things came to be considered 
of, and where there was such fulness of power, 
as even the right of the crown was to be de- 
termined, and by warrant whereof we had su 
resolved. That to say the parl. had no power 
to determine of the crown, was high-treason. 
He remembered how that men are not there 
for themselves, but for their countries. He 
shewed, it was fit for princes to have their 
prerogatives; but yet the saine to be straitencd, 
within reasonable limits. The prince, he shewed, 
could not of herself make laws, neither might 
she by the same reason break laws. He tur- 
ther said, that the speech uttered in that place, 
and the offer made of the bill, was not to be 
condemned as evil; for that if there were any 
thing in the book of Common-Prayer, either 
Jewish, Turkish or Popish, the same was to be 
reformed. He also said, that amongst the 
Papists it was bruted, that by the judgment of” 
the council, Strickland wag taken for an here- 


tick ; it beheved therefore to think thercot. 
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Mr. Flectwond first shewed the order of civil | adding out of the same book, this saying af 
arguinents from the cause, to this effect, that! Tally, ‘qui Deum non curat hunc Deus Ipse. 
time must be known and place observed, Hej judicabit.’ He shewed out of st, Paul, that 
said then, that of experience he could report | we must not do ill that good may grow there« 
of a man that was called to account of his! by: we must not take from him that is his, to 
specch in 5 of this queen; but he said, he; the end thereby to make him to do what s 
could not meddle with so late matters, but; not in his power; to be fit for so great a myse 


what he had learned in the parliament rolls, , 


he thought convenient should he known and 
considered of, In the time of Hen. IV. a bp. 
of the parl. was coinmitted to prison by com- 
iwnandment of the king; the part. resolved to 
be suitors for him. Andin Hen. V. the Speaker 
himsclf was committed, and with him another 
ot the house; the house thereupon stayed, but 
remedy they had none, other than to be suit- 
ors to the king for them; whereupon he re~- 
solved, that the only and whole help of the 
house for ease of their grief in this case; was 
to be humble suitors to her maj. and neither 
send for him, nor demand him of right.— 
During which speech the Council whispered 
together, and thereupon the Speaker moved, 
that the house should make stay of any fur- 
ther consultation thereupon. 

Debate on the Bill for coming ta Church 
and receiving the Conununion.} April 21, a 
Proviso was offered to he made to the bill for 
. gcounng to Charch and receiving the Commu- 
nion. Which being read a 2d ume, divers ur- 
puments were used on it. 
> Mr. dglionby argued, that there should be 
no human positive Jaw to inforce conscience, 
which is not discernable in this world. ‘To 
coine to the Church, for that itis public, and 
tendeth burt to prove a man a christian, is to- 
Jerable and convenient; and not to come toa 
Church may make a man seem irreligious, and 
so no man; for that by religion only a man is 
known and discerned from brute beasts; and 
this is to be judged by the outward shelv, 
But the canscience of man is eternal, invisi- 
ble, and not in the power of the greatest 
monarchy in the world, jn any limits to be 
gtraitened, in any bounds to be contained, nor 
with any policy of man, if once decayed, to 
be again raised. He shewed, that neither Jew 


to the outward observance, and q convenient 
silence, as not to dislike what is publicly pro- 
fessod; but to inforce any to do the act, 
which may tend to the discovery of his con- 
Ile shewed the 


i 
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nor ‘lurk do requirc more than the subinission 


science, it is never found. 


difference betwixt coming to Church, and re- | the other. 


ceiving the Communion; the one he allowed 
to be incomprehensible in law, the other he' 
could not allow. And in answer of that} 
which before had been said, that the consci- | 
ence was not straitened, but ‘a penalty of the 
Joss of their goods only adjudeed; whereof, 
ro doubt, the law of God and the law of: na- 
tions had given to the prince an absolute 
power; he said to this, out of ‘Cicero de. 

gibus,’ that man out of his own nature is | 
to cure for the safety of man, as being reason-— 
able creatures, and not the one to seck to 
bercave the other of his necessary liveliliood, 
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tery God above of his free gift may make a 
man. ‘Io come anworthily the penalty is ap- 
pointed, st. Paul hath pronounced it to be. 
death and damnation, as guilty of the blood 
and death of Christ. Not to come our com- 
pulsory law shall now condemn, so that this 
our favour hercin to be extended, is either to 
beg, or be exiled from our native country, 
He said, there was no example in the primis 
tive church to prove a commandment for 
comine to the Communion, but an cxhorta- 
tion; he suid, st. Ambrose did excommunicate 
Theodosius, and forbid him to come tothe 
Communion, because he was an evil’ man, 
And for us to will and command men to 
come, because they are wicked men, it 1s 
too strange an inforcement, and without pre- 
cedent. 

Mr. Aginondesham made mention of a decree 
in the Star Chamber, made by 9 of tlic Privy 
Council, siened with their hands, and the hands 
of the chief justices, concerning the receiving 
of the Communion by gentlemen of the Tem 
ple. This decree, made by so grave and learn- 
ed men, he thought for himselt, and to his own 
conscience, was a stay what to judge, and a 
direction or precedent what to follow: the 
tenor of which decrce, for so much as it did 
concern the reformation of the houses of courts, 
and principal places to be thought and consi- 
dered of, he wished might be insertcd into the 
law. The motion was well hiked, and he re- 
quired to bring the same the next day, which 
was done. | 

Mr. Norton shewed, that where many men 
be, there must be many minds, and im consul. 
tations convenient it is, to have contrary opt- 
nions, contrary reasons and contradictions ; 
thereby the rather to wrest out the best: but 
this by the rule of reasoning, and reason must 
be ‘sine jurgiis:’ he then snid, that not only 
the external and outward shew is to he sought, 
but the very secrets of the heart in God's cause, 
who is ‘ scrutator cordium,’ must come to a 
reckoning. And the good seed so sifted from 
the eockle, that the one may be known from 
A mnan baptized is not to be per- 
mitted among us fora Jew. And here sonre- 
what slipping from the matter. in speech, he 
moved, that all suspected for papistry nuzht 
make this oath, ‘ that they did acknowledge 
the queen to be queen, for any thing the pope, 
in any respect, might do, noting some hnper- 
fection in the former oath, To this end, qaoth 
he, are the bulls now sent to discharge men of 
their allegiance, and to give frec pardon of 
sins ; so that he, who thus should be pardoned, 
should from henceforth in nq sort communi- 
cate with the professors of the eospel ; and 
now, quoth he, the very touchstone ef trial 
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who be those rebellious calves, whom the Bull 


hath begotten, must be the receiving of the. 


Communion; which whose shall retusc, we 
may justly say, he savuureth, &c. And amen 
are not otherwise tu be known but by the ex- 
ternal sign. ‘Io answer aud satisty the dilemma 
ohjected before in the first day, made concern- 
ing the disorders of certain mmnisters, in saying 
of the service cuntrary to the instructiou of the 
book ; he wished this proviso unght be added, 
that mistaking uf chapters, misreading, &c. 
should be recovered as no offence, so that there 
be nu mass-song, or popish service used in 
Jatin, <c.——And thus the bill rested to be fur- 
ther considered of; - 

The Queen checks the Members for debating 
on Points of Prerogative, §c.] ‘This is the sub- 
stance of all the Debates which the Journalist 
has given us in this session of parl. But, it is 
to be observed, that those Debates, especially 
on Church Affairs, were managed with caution, 
for the queen always shewed a dislike that the 
Commons should meddle in Ecclesiastical mat- 
ters. Nor were they without soine checks trom 
court, on the Freedom of Speech in other 
things, where it bore too hard on the Preroga- 
ove. Mr. Strickland, we are tuld, in one of 

is speeches, earnestly pressing the Reforma- 
tion of the Book of Common Prayer, was, the 
next day, called befure the queen's council, 
and commanded by them to forbear going to 
the house ull their pleasure was further known, 
This occasioned great clamour within dours ; 
and divers speeches and motions were inade, 
relating to Breach of Privilege, by restraiut of 
one of their members from attending ; although 
he was neither imprisoned nor confined, But, 
the Speaker got up, and desired the house to, 
forbear any turther debate on that matter ; 
and, the next day, mr. Strickland came agaw 
tothe house by the council’s allowance, to the no 
small joy of his brethren. On another day alsu 
this session, the Speaker infurmed the house, 
that he had received a command from her 
maj. to caution the members to spend less time 
in motions, and to avuid lung Speeches. The 
Journalist tells us, that this message was occa- 
sioned by one mr. Bell, speaking agaist Mo- 
nopolies or granting of Licences, which, he 
thought, was contrary to certain statutes, and, 
@s was said, seeincd tu spenk against the Pre- 
rogative. Though, adds the Journalist, whit 
lie did say was so rauch to order, that those 
who were touched might be angry, but they 
could not blame him tor it. 

Proceedings in a Case of Bribery.] The 
next thing we think proper to mention, in the 
procecdings of the Commons, this Scxsion, is 
a case of Bnbery. It appears from the Juur- 
nals of the 10th of May, that “ one Thos. Long, 

ent. was returned for the borough of West- 
Gary. in the county of Wilts, for this present 
parl. who being found out to be a very simple 
man, and not fit to serve in that place, was 
questioned how he’ came to be elected. The 
poor man immediately confessed to the house, 
that he gave to Anthony Gatland, mayor ot the 
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said town of Westbury, and one Watts, of the 
same, 41. tor his place in parl. Upon which, 
an order. was made that the said Garland and 
Watts should repay unto the said ‘Thos. Long 
the 4]. they leat hun. Also, that a tine of 
21. be assessed, tor the queen’s use, on the 
stud corpuration and mbalutants of Westbury, 
for their scandalous atteanpt. That the said 
Thomas Long should be discharged from all 
bunds, given to the said corporauon, for exe~ 
cuting his place in parl. And, lastly, that the 
mayor and Watts should be sent tor by a pur- 
suivant, to answer such things as should be 
objccted against them by the house.”—We 
howcver, hear no nore of this matter, 

May 28th, upon speeclics uttered in the 
house, ‘ that some of the members of it had 
tuken Money for their Voices,’ a Committee 
was appointed of all the Privy Council of thas 
house, with others, to meet that afternoon, in 
the Star Chamber, to examine what persons, 
being members of that louse, had taken any 
fees or rewards tor their voices, in the further- 
ance or hinderance of any bills uilered in the 
house. Who, the next day, reported, ¢ that 
they could not learn of any member that had 
sould his voice in the house, or any wav dealt 
unlawtully, or indirectly, in that behalf)’ There- 
upon, mr. Norton declaring, that he heard 
suine had hin in suspicion that way, justified 
himself; and was, upon the question, cleared, 
and his honest aud just dealing, and great pains- 
taking, declared and atiirmed by the votes ot 
the whule house. . 

Lhe Lord Keeper’s Speech at the Close of the 
Session.] May 29th, a bill tor a general Par- 
don was read thrice, in the Lords, and con- 
cluded. Aud in the afternoon of the same 
day the Qucen came to the House of Lords, 
and being seated on the throne, the Speaker of 
the Commons came up with the bills, and 
nude a speech on the occasion; the parti- 
culars or which are not given, but the Journal- 
ist hath preserved the Lord Keeper, sig Nich. 
Bacon’s Auswer to it, which is as tullows:— 

«Mr. Speaker; ‘The Queen’s Miyesty hath 
heard, and doth very well understand, how 
discreetly and wiscly vou have declared the 
Proceedings of this Session in the Nether 
House ; tor Answer whercor, sid tor the better 
signification of what ber uiy.’> opinion is, beth — 
vf parliament wen and parhinent matters, 
this 13 to let you understand, Ler ma}. hath 
commanded me to say unty you, that like as 
the greatest number of them of the Lower, 
House, have in the proceedings of this session 
shewed themselves modest, discreet, aud duti-’ 
ful, as becomes yuod and Jovine subjects, and. 
meet for the places that ticy be cailed unto : so, 
there be certain of them, although not many in 
number, who in the proceeding of tlis session, 
have shewed themselves audacious,. arrogant, . 
and presumptuous, caliing her maj.’s’ grants 
and prerogatives alsu In question, Contrary to 
their duty and place that they be called unto 
and contrary to the capross admonition given, . 
in her maj.’3 name, im the beginning ut this, 
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parl.; which it might very well have become 
thei to have had more rd unto. But her 
maj. saith, that seeing they will thus wilfully 
forget themselves, they are otherwise to be re- 
membered; and like a9 her maj. allows and 
much commends the former sort, for the re- 
spects atoresaid; so doth her highness utterly 

isallow, and condemn the 2nd sort, for their 
audacious, arrogant, and presumptuous folly, 
thus by superfluous speech spending much time 
m meddling with matters neither pertaining to 
them, nor within the capacity of their under- 
standing. And thus fuck concerning the parl. 
ef the Lower House.—And.- as to the Lords 
here of the upper house, her maj. hath com- 
manded me to let you know, that her highness 
taketh their diligence, discretion, and orderly 
proceedings, to be such, as redoundeth much 
to their honour and commendations, and much 
to her comfort and consolation. And here an 
end touching parliament men.—Now as to 
Parliament Matters, her 1naj. hath commanded 
me te open and declare unto you, her opinion 
conceived therein, touching two things; the 
ezie is concerning the Subsidy and Benevo- 
lence, the other is concerning the Execution 
of the Laws. As to the former, which con- 
cerneth the Suhsidy and Benevolence, her 
pleasure is that I shall say unto you, that in 
your dealings in that matter she hath foted 8 
things principally, every of them tending much 
to the setting forth of your Benevolences and 
good wills; the ist 1s, who it was that granted; 
the 2nd is, the manner of the granting; the 
3rd what it was that was gramted. As to the 
1st, her maj. forgetteth not, that it is a grant 
made proceeding from the earnest affections, 
and hearty good wills, of her good, dutiful, and 
obedient subjects, for the test part: and 
therefore hath commanded ma to say unto 
you, that she maketh a greater accompt of the 
great good wills and benevolent minds of her 
Saas and loving subjects, than she doth of ten 

ubsidigs; which, as it ought to bring and 
breed in us great comfort and delight, so in 
reason it ought to move us (as I doubt not bat 
it doth) to be and eontinue such as be worthy 
such an estimation and account. Again, her 


maj. forgetteth not, that besides this is not a 
graut by good and loving subjects, that never 


made like grant heretofore, but by such as 
have contributed from time to time, as the ne- 
cessary charges of the realm, and their own 
sureties have required ; which doth much com- 
mend and set forth this Benevolence of yours. 
And thus much concerning the persons that 
have granted —And as to the 2nd, which is 
the Manne: of granting, her highness knoweth 
very well, that before her time these manner 
of grants have sundry times past, not without 
difficulties, with long persuasions, and some- 
times not without sharp speeches, but this con- 
trariwise without any such speeches or other 
¢diticulty, hath been freely and frankly offered 
and presented; and like as the former did 
much extenurte their Benevolence, so is this 
of yours greatly extended. It is written and 
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very traly, concerning Benevolences, ‘ Qui din 
distulit din noluit,’? and therefore justly con- 
cluded, ‘ Bis‘dat qui cito dat ;’ which sayings 
she cannot but apply to you, in the proceedings 
of your grant. Again, univcrsality in consent 
doth greatly commend also your dealings in this 
matter; for a more universal consent than was 
in this, will hardly be had in anys and there« 
fore much the more commendable. And thus 
much touching the manner of the gift.—And to 
the Srd, which concerneth the Thing given, 
her maj. saith, that she thinketh it to be as 
great as any heretofore hath been granted, and 
therefore you are to receive condign thanks for 
it. And ath further willed me to say, that if 
the service of the realm and your sureties would | 
so permit and suffer, her maj. would as gladly, 
as readily, and as frankly remit this grant, 
as you have freely and liberally granted it. 
Thus I have remembered unto you the three 
princely observations, that her maj. hath con- 
ceived of this Benevolence of yours, much to 
your comfort, and greatly to her maj.’s honour; 
to your commendation for granting, and to her 
highness for this honourable accepting ; for her 
maj. shall by this grant recetve no commodity 
or benefit, but rather a continual care in dis- 
pending and employing of it, about the neces- 
sary affairs and service of the realm, and your 
sureties; and yet it is a great comfort to her 
maj. to see you thus frankly and freely join 
with herself, the realm, and you.—Now to tbe 
2nd and last part, which concerneth the Exe- 
cution of the Laws, which I mean to divide - 
into 2 parts; the 1st is the Execution of your 
Grant, the 2nd is the Execution of Laws, now 
made by you, and of the rest made before of 
others. As to the former, I am to remember 
you, that like as it hath pleased the queen’s 
maj. thus princely, honourably, aud thank- 
fully, to think of and accept this free and h- 
heral grant of yours; so certainly, if the like 
diligence and endeavour be not used, by such 
of you as choice shall be made of by her maj. 
for the due ‘putting in execution of this grant, 
then surely Hise that shall be thus remiss, or 
negligent, as by that means her maj. and the 
realm shall be defrauded of any part of that 
which hath been thus freely granted, shall 
thereby minister just occasion to her high- 
ness to have their fidelity and truth towards 
het maj. much to be suspected and charged; 
which would touch them very near. Neither 
it an offence that would be pretermitted, but 


‘severely punished. Why, if the case were be- 


tween common persons, can there be a greater 
untruth and aathank files, than for a man to 
make a grant in appearance willingly and readi- 
ly, and then to sek wilily and craftily to defraud 
the same grant? This amongst honest persons 
is utterly Serena and if so, how then might it 
be thought of between the prince and his sub- 
jects, where for divers respects this bond is 
thrice as great ; for as the subject, by the duty. 
of his allegiance, is to serve the prince truly, 
even so is he by his oath, and eo is he by the 
great trust, that by the princes choice 36 Come 
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mitted unto him, as a commissioner im this 
matter, above others. Plainly to speak, it 
may be athrmed, and that justly, that such as 
be in commission for the execution of this 
grant, and shall deal partially, either for fa- 
vour or for fear, or for love to themsclves or 
their friends, or negligently ar remisly, of pur- 
pose whercby her maj. shall not be answered 
of what is due unto her; such, I say, may just- 
ly be charged as men forgetting their duty to- 
wards God, and their Sovereign, and to their 
country. It cannot be denied, that numbers 
.tespect only their private profit, and not the 
universal protit of the realm, which ig their 
surety and defence; they respect themselves 
'&@S private persons,'and not as members of the 
universal body; but their imperfection would 
be supplied by the wisdom and persuasion of 
such, as the queen’s maj. shall commit trust 
‘unto by her commission, to see this subsidy 
well and traly levied —And thus much for the 
Execution of the Grant. Now to the Execu- 
tion of Laws, made by you, and the rest made 
heretofore by others. I am to remember you, 
that all these labours, travels, and pains, taken 
about the laws now made, and before time 
taken about the rest heretofore made, and all 
the charge sustained by the realm about the 
making of them, is all in vain, and labour lost, 
without the due execution of them. For, as it 
hath been said, a law without execution is but 
a body without life, a cause without an effect, a 
countenance of a thing, and indeed nothing; 
pen, ink, and paper, are as much towards the 
governancé of the commonwealth, as the rud- 
der or heli of a.ship serveth to the govern- 
ance of it without @ governor, and as rods 
serve for correction without bands. Were it 
-hot meer madness for a man to provide fair 
-torches to guide his going by nivht, and when 
he should use them in the dark to carry them 
unlight? Or for one to provide fair and hand- 
-some tools to prune or retorm his orchard or 
garden, and to lay them up without use? And 
what thing else is it to make wholsome and 
provident laws in fair books, and to lay them 
up safe, without seeing them executed? Surely 
‘in reason there is no difference between the 
‘examples, saving that the making of laws, 
without execution, is in much worse case, than 
-those vain provisions betore remembered; for 
those, albeit they do no ypod, yet they do no 
hurt; but the making of Jaws without execu- 
tion, does very much harm; for that breeds 
-and brings forth contempt of laws, and law- 
‘Makers, and of all magistrates; which is the 
very foundation of all misgovernance, and 
-therefore must needs be great and benious in 
those that are the causers of this; indeed they 
-are the very occasions of all injumes and injus- 
tice, and of all disorders and unquietness in 
‘the commonwealth. For-certain and evident 
It 18, that the queen’s maj. that is head of the 
law, doth all meet for her maj. to do, for the 
‘due execution of them. First, she giveth her 
“royal assent to the making of them; the most 
ber tea them she commandeth to be pro~ 
OL. 1, 
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claimed and published; and yet ceaseth not 
there, but she granteth out her commission 
into every of her shires, to men which are or 
should be of greatest consideration within the 
limits of their charge, which tor the better exe- 
cuting of them are sworn to gee the execution 
ofher laws tothem committed, within the li- 
mits of their-commissions-; and yet besides all 
this, by her majr’3 commandment, a number of 
these justices are- yearly once at the-least 
called into her highness’s Star Chamber, and 
there in rer maj.’s name, ‘exhorted, admonish- 
ed, and commanded, to see the due execution 
of their churges.—And thus you see her maj, 
enactcth, proclaimeth, exorteth, admonisheth, 
and commandeth from tine to time; yea,’ 
what can be devised meet for her maj. to do, 
‘for help of this, that. is left undowe? Surely 
nothing, to het maj.’s- honour and renown. 
Whereupon it followeth, necessarily and cop- 
sequently, that the whole burthen of the of- 
fence and enormity ‘must light upon -us, that 
are put in trnst by her maj. to see those laws 
executed ; and certainly this otience groweth 
grcat or little, as the trust committed for the 
execution of laws, is great or little ; and theres 
fore it standeth us greatly upon, to use our 
whole cares and: endeavours, for the help of 
this hereafter- Were it possible, trow you, 
that if justices being dispersed through the 
whole realin, as they be, did carefully and di- 
lizently endeavour thernselves, according to the 
trust committed unto thein by their sovereign, 
duly and truly to execute their charge, as they 
be bound by their oath to God, and by their 
allegiance to their sovereign, and by duty to 
their natural country, and, rightly considered, 
by the love they should bear to themselves 
and their posterity; (for if their country do 
not well, they shail fare but illsavouredly) were 
it possible, [ say, if this were so done, that 
laws should be thus remissly and negligently 
executed? No, doubtless. Is it not, trow 
you, @ raonstrous distuising, to have a justice 
a maintainer; to have hun that should by his 
oath and duty set forth justice and right, 
-against his oath offer injury and wrong; to 
have him that is specialiy chosen amongst @ 
number by a prince to appease all brawlings 
and controversies, to be a sower and inain- 
tainer of strife and sedition, by swaying and 
leading of juries according to his will; acquit- 
ting.some for gain, indicting others for malice, 
-bearing with them as his:servant or friend, 
overthrowing others as his enemy; procuring 
the questmonger to be of his livery, or othcre 
wise in his danger; that: his winks, frownings, 
and countenances may direct all inquests? 
' Surely, surely, these be they that be subverters 
-of all good laws and orders; yea, that make 
daily the laws, which of their nature be good, 
| to becomé instruments of all injuries and mis- 
chiefa; these be they indeed of whom such ex- 
amples would be made, as of the founders and 
maintainers of all enormities; apd these be 


those whom, if you cannot reform for thef~\ 


greatness, you ought to complain of them; 
3D. 
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and like as this is not said of those that 
be good, so is this and much more to be said 
aud done against those that be evil.—But 
here it may be said, the mischief appears; 
what is the remedy? To make all laws pre- 
sently executed: I can hardly hope to make 
then in better case than now they be; and 
although | had such hopes, I could tind no 
more helps but these. The 1st is, having 
great care in the choice of the otticers: the 
2nd, by sharp corrections imposed upon such 
otfenders. ‘There should be throughout the 
realin a triennial or biennial visitation in this 
nature, made of all tempoval officers and mi- 
nisters, that by virtue of their office have in 
charge to see execution of laws. By this 
T mean, that the queen's maj. should make 
choice, every 2nd or 3rd year, of certain ex- 
pert and approved persons, to whom commis- 
- gion should be granted, to try out and exa- 
mine, by all good means and ways, the of- 
fences ot all such as have not seen to the due 
exccuuon of the Iaws, and according to the 
offences so found and certitied, to be sharply 
punished without omission or redcinption.— 
Of eflect like unto this, and to the like end, 
was the visitation of the church first devised, 
whereof came in the beginning great good 
doubtless; and reason I see none, but that 
a like good ought to follow upon a like visita- 
tion made amongst temporal ofticers. Now 
to find out the faults seemeth not hard, for 
umongst many other ways, there is one plain, 
evident, and easy; and that 1s where offences 
do abound in any country, contrary to the 
Jaws, which the justices should so reform, and 
there be notlung done by them for the retor- 
mation of those offences; I do not see but 
this makes a full charge of their uncarefulness 
and negligence, whereby they are well worthy, 
upon certificate made, as is aforesaid, to be 
removed of all governance, to their perpetual 
ignominy, and to the commendation of all 
those that remain as good officers. And be- 
sides, to set forth other pains upon them, as 
by law may be justified; if this were once or 
twice done, I doubt not but the examples fol- 
lowing of the doing of it would cause greater 
diligence to be used in the execution of laws, 
than now there is. And the better to undcr- 
stand which be those justices that do offend, 
why might there not be order taken, that the 
naine of every justice that hath not prosecuted 
any offender for any offence committed con- 
trary to any law, which by the commission 
that he is in, he 13 authorised to see punished, 
might be entered into some rolls; and also 
how often, and how many of thuse kind of 
offences he hath also prosecuted for a decla- 
ration of his diligence, whereby it might ap- 

ear when such visitation should come, who 
Path been careful, and who hath been negli- 
gent, to the end that the slothful drowsy 
drones inight be severed from the diligent and 
caretul bees, And hike as.I could wish this to 
he done concerning officers of mean degree, so 
do I desire that the same course might be ta- 
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kere with the great and greatest, for so it 
should be equable. But if there be nothing 
done therein, but things left as they have 
been, then must you look to have your laws 
executed as they have been, if not worse ; for 
words will not reform these matters, as I have 
seen by proof. And this is the sum of what | 
have to say at this time, concerning the exe- 
cution of laws.”—This speech being ended, 
and the roval assent given to the bills, the 
Lord Keeper, by her maj.’s command, dis- 
solved the parliament. 

Matters began now to be very critical with 
the Queen of Scots, who had been a prisoner 
in England ever since she fled here for protec- 
tion from her rebellious subjects, who had 
now actually deposed her, and set her young 
son James on the throne. Being weary of re- 
straint, the unhappy queen had used many 
endeavours to escape, which were then called 
conspiracies against the English govt. In one 
of which she had drawn in the duke of Nor- 
folk to assist her; and, by a formal contract of 
marriage between them, the duke fell imto a 
snare which eftectualiy ruined him, He was 
arraigned for this and some more crimes laid 
to his charge, was tried by his peers, and una- 
nimously found guilty of high treason. Bat 
whilst this noble duke lay under sentence of 
death, another conspiracy was formed to re- 
lease him; which being found out, and the 
actors in it executed, it was thought necessary 
to call a new pari. the next year after the dis- 
sulution of the last, to frame such Jaws as might 
establish the queen and the present govt. on 
the most lasting foundation. 

A new Parl. called.| Accordingly a parl, was 
summoned by writs, dated at Greenwich, to meet 
at Westminster, May 8, 1572.—The queen had 
also summoned four new barons to this pari. 
the writs for calling them being entered im the 
Lords’ Journals; and, on the tirst day of the 
meeting, they were introduced accordingly. 
Their names were, John lord Pawlet, of Ba- 
sing, son to the marq. of Winchester; Henry 
lord Compton; Henry lord Cheney, and Hen- 
ry lord Norris. There is nothing else entered 
in the Journals of cither house, to be done on 
this day; but sir S, D’Ewes has supplied this 
defect from a MS. of his own, which gives us 
the Lord Keeper's speech at the opening of 
the parl. in these words: 

The Lord Keeper's Speech at opening the 
Parl.] ‘ The queen’s maj. our most dread 
and gracious sovereign lady, hath given me 
commandment to declare unto you the causes 
of the summons of this assembly for a parl. to 
be holden here at this time; wherein albert I 
mean to employ my whole endeavour to the 
uttermost of my power and understanding; 
yet I must needs confess, that neither shail 
you have it done as the maj. of this presence, 
neither as the gravity of the cause requireth 1 
to be done. And yet the often experience 


that I have, divers and sundry times, had of 


the queen’s maj.’s great benignity and gentle- 


ness, in bearing with. and well accepting we 


: 


e 
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doings of those that to her service’ put their 
good wills and diligences; and, besides all, the 
,proof ot your patience in the like matter hath 
so much encouraged me, that (as I trust) it 
shall be dune, although not cunningly nor elo- 
quently, yet plainly and truly, so as it may be 
well understoud and casily borne away, and 
therewith also as brictly as the greatness of 
such arnatter will sufier, ‘True it 1s, the orisi- 
nal and principal cause is, that things there 
ues may be orderly and diligently de- 

ated, deeply considered, and thercupon wise- 
Jy concluded. And to the end also, that those 
conclusions so made, the rather for such an 
pniyersal consent as in parl. is used, re- 
main firm and stable. Now the matters that 
are in this parl, to be proved, do consist alto- 
arte of 2 parts. 


eligion, tor the better maintenance of God’s 


honour and glory. The ud in inatters of 


Policy, tor the more pertect upholding and 
establishing of thé queen’s ma)j.’s royal estate, 
and the preservation of the commonweal com- 
mitted to her charge. The causcs of Religion 
are aguin to be divided into two, that is, into 
matter concerning the good govt. of the sub- 
jects at home, and into causes of defence 
against the enemy abroad. And thus by this 
process you see you are, as indeed you ought: 
1st. to consider im this your assembly, of Gsod’s 
cause, which faithfully, sincerely, and diligent- 
ly done, like as it cannot but bring success to 
all the rest, so likewise lukewarm, deccit- 
ful, and double-dealing therein cannot but 
breed, nourish, and bring forth factions, divi- 
sions, seditions, &c. to the great peril and dan- 
ger of all the rest. And the greater that the 
personages be in authority and dignity that 
thus deal, the greater of necessity must be the 
danger of the commonweal, And because 
God’s law and doctrine, being the first law 
and branch, must light upon ourselves that 
oughit to take the'benefit af it, as first and 
cluefly: upon ministers of this doctrine, either 
for not preaching and teaching by word and 
example of life so purely and reverently as 
they might, or else not so diligently as they 
were bound. And, 2ndly, upon us for not 
hearing it so desirously, or else hearing it and 
sorgetting it, or not following it so effecually 
as we should.—3rdly, for that many of us of 
the Jaity do not yield and give that estimation, 
countenance, and credit to the ministers of his 
doctrine which of right they ought to have, 
and that many greatly hurt the setting forth 
of it: fur this one thing may be holden 
firm by the rnles of good government; that 
all officers, both spiritual and temporal, that 
have governance, during the time of their 
otices, ought to be preserved in credit and 
estimation, For haw can any thing be well 
cet forth by them that want credit? Mar- 
ry, for my part, let the time of their of- 
fices last as their doings da deserve.—4th. Be- 
cause the want of the number of ministers 
that ought to be and be not, and for the in- 


auficiency of those that be for divers respects. 
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But therein the queen’s highness doubteth no- 
thing, but all that which the difficulty of time, 
in so great a scarcity of men meet to be mie 
nisters, will suffer to be done, shall by my 
lords the bps. be done in this bebalf, aud that 
as speedily, diligently and carefully as can be. 
And if any persun admitted, or to be adinitted 
to this ministry, shall hercatter, either of are 
rogancy ur ignorance, shew any strange duces 
triney Contrary or varying from that which by 
counnon cuvsent of the realm is published, tq 
the breach of unity, that he by thuse to whom 
it appertaineth, sharply and specdily be re- 
formed, all favour and fear set apart. Thus 
much for Doctrine: , You are most earnestly 
also to think aud consider of the Discipline of 
the Church, as one of the strong pillars of 
Religion, which doubtless at this ime hath twa 
yreat lacks. The 1st, the imperfection of laws 
tor the countenance of it, which hath grown 
either by reason that sundry of the ordinances 
made for that purpose, he disused or other 
wise have not their force; or else for that most 
of the laws that remain be such as for their 
softness few men make account of. The 2d 
imperfection is the slothfulness, corruption and 
fearfulness of the ecclesiastical ministers aud 
officers in the due execution of those laws that 
be good and yet continue. ‘True and too trie 
itis, that hereby at this present two grent 
enormities daily grow: the 1st that men of 
wealth and power, given ta be’ evil, may in 
their countrics live m what dissolute and liccu- 
tious life they list; and both temporalty and 
spiritualty offend daily in all the branches of 
Simony, the very canker of the church, with- 
out feeling of this discipline. The 2d, that 
many of t%e laudable rites and ceremonies of 
the Cirle or pertaining to the ministers of 
the same Siced upon by commen, cunsent, 
the very ornaments of our religion, are very 
ill kept or at least have lest a great part of 
their estimation. And here (through the many 
taults for want of discipline) to remember you 
of one particular matter of great moment, 
How cometh it to pass that the common peo- 
ple in the country universally come so seldom 
to common-prayer and divine service; and 
when they do come, be many tunes so vainly 
occupied there, or at least do nat there as 
they should do, but for want of this discipline? 
And_ yet to the help of this there was at tha 
last parl. a law made, but hitherto no man, no, 
no man, or very few, hath seen it cxecuted ;. 
as plainly to speak, laws for the furtherance 
of this discipline unexecuted, be rods tor cor-. 
rection without hands. It cannot be denied, 
but as superstition is every way.to be abhorredl. 
for fear of idolatry; so certainly the loss of 
this discipline is always to be avoided, lest, 
else contempt (that necessarily must follow), 
may cause irreligion to creep faster in than a 
man would think. For of all other it is the 
most pestilent and pernicious thing, never suf- 
fered nor allowed in any common-weal, nay 
not amongst the heathens that were most bar- 
barons, But here it may be said the mischic€ 
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appeareth, where is the remedy? and that it 
were better not opened in such a presence, 
than opened without the remedy buth devised 
and declared. In mine opinion the remedies 
“tay easily be devised: all the difficulty is in 
the weil executing of them. As 1st, if the 
chief parsonuges of this realm, both in town 
and country, would give good example, it 
*“ cannat be but it would. be much to the re- 
medying of a great part of this mischief. 
2dly, ‘Ihe dividing every one of the dioceses 
according to their greatness into deanarics, 
as I knaw commonly they be; and the com- 
mitting- of the deanaries to men well chosen, 
‘as To think commonly they be not: and then 
the keeping of certain ordinary courts at their 
D ienias ot umes for the well executing of those 
aws of discipline, as they ought to be, witha 
sure controuiincnt. of those. mterior ministers 
by the bp. or his chauc." not biennially or 
triennially, but every ycar twice-or thrice: 
which use of necessity without very great dith- 
culty may do much in very short time: to the 
reforination of this; the chief officers eccle- 
siastical all being very well,: and ‘the laws 
themselves being first made suflicient and per- 
fect, which in this parl. may very well be 
brousht to pass. And, because the proceed- 
Wgs of matters ia Dizcipline and Doctrine, 
do chiefly concern iny lords the bps. both for 
their understanding and ecclesi.siical function? 
therefore the quecn’s hizhuess looketn that 
they, beiug called, tugether here in parl. should 
take the chictest care to cousider and consult 
of these matters, - And if in their conference 
they found it behoofull to have any temporal 
acts made, tor the ameniing and retorming 
of any of these jacks, that then tity will ex- 
hibit it here in parl. to be considered upon, 
and so Gladius gladiwm juculit, as betore- 
time hath been used; foreseeing always that 
all laws and ordinances for this matter of Doc- 
trine and Discipline be uniform, and so one 
sort througheut the whole realm. And thus 
much concerning Religion, being the first part. 
—Now to the 2d, that is, matters of Policy. 
And herein first for the govt. of the subjects at 
home; the lacks and defaults whereof, as in 
Discipline so in, this, stand altogether in the 
imperfection of laws, or else the fearfulness, 
' slothfulness, and corruption of temporal off 
cers, that ought to see the due execution of 
them. For the help of the former, you are 
to examine whether any laws already made, 
are too sharp or too sore and so overburthen- 
some for the subject, or whether any of them: 
are tov loose or too soft, and sn ove,-danger- 
ous tothe state; for like as the former may 
put in danger many an innocent particularly, 
so the 2d may put in danger both the nocent 
and innocent, and the whole state universally. 
You are also further to examine the want and 
Superfluity of laws, and whether craft, covet- 
ousness, and malice, havé devised any means 
to detraud laws already made, or how to do 
any injuries for which there is no law that 
hath his being to reform it: Or whether the 


e 


PARL. HISTORY, 14 Exizaseru. 157¢.—The Lord Keeper’s Speech 


[rr 


commonweal and state of this realm, by reason 
of any imperfection or cause, is like to fall to . 
any danger or peril; for the greater the danger 
is, the greater should the care and considera- 
tion be for the remedy of it. You are also to 
examine whether there are too many: laws 
for any one thing, which breedeth so man 
doubts, that the subject is sometimes to see 
how: to observe them, and the chancellor 
how to give advice concerning them.-~As 
to the 2nd imperfection, which is the want 
of the due Execution of Laws; because I have 
thought oft with myself what might be the best 
remedy, if not to'make all laws perfectly exe- 
cuted (for that I can hardly hope for) yet to 
make them in much better case than now the 
be. And when [I had considered all things, 
could find no help but this: the first, by hav- 


ing great care in the choice of those othcers 


that have the Execution of Laws. ‘The 2nd, 
to do as much as may be for the banishing of 


sloth, corruption, and fears, from them. A 


Srd way there is, which I leave to your judge 
ments, -this it is: there should be a triennial 
or biennial visitation, in this nature, made of 
all the temporal officers and ministers that by 
virtue of their office have in charge to see the 
Execution of Laws, By this I mean that the 
qneen’s inaj. should make choice every 2nd or 
Srd vear of certain expert and approved per- 
sons, to whom commission should be granted 
to try out and examine, by all ways and 
means, the offences of all such as have not 
seen to the due éxecution of the laws accord- 
ing to the olirces and charges committed to 
them by the prince. And the otfences sa 
found and certitied to be sharply punished 
without remission or redempuon. Of effect 


much like this, and to the like end, was the 


visitation of the church first devised ; whereof, 
in the beginning of it, came great good doubt- 
less; and reason I see. nonce but the like good 
ought to follow’ upon hke visitation made 
among temporal officers. And the old com- 
mission of Over tended somewhat, to this end, 
I doubt certainly it the laws and statutes of 
this realm shoul not indifferently, uprightly, 
and diligently, be putin execution (as my trust 
1s they shall) especially in the great and open 
courts of this realm, then my burthen, I con- 
fess, is equal with the greatest; and yet, for 
my part, I would gladly every year hear of, 
and-yield to such a Comptroller.—Now to the 
last and greatest, which is the defence against 
the Foreign Enemy abroad, and his Confede- 
rates, brought up and bred: amongst us our- 
selves ; because these matters be - by reason 
now chiefly in hand, and that the dealings of 
the outward encmy be matters that go to the 
whole, and that this presence you know repre- 
senteth the whole : therefore in all congruity 1t 
seemeth reason, that all we, for, and in the 
name of the whole, consider carefally of this 
cause, and give present assistance for the help 
of it. ‘And to the end you may be more 
able to give ee counsel and advice therein, 


it hath been thought meet J should summarily 


f 
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and pared make you privy of these proceed- 
ings, which shall be the better understood it’ I 
begin at the root, as I intend :—This jt is: 
the queen’s maj. at her coming to the crown, 
finding this her realm in a ragged and torn 
state, and yet in wars with a mighty enemy, 
the chief fortress of the same lost, to the 
' yealm’s great dishonour and weakening; her 
Frontier towns not sufficiently fortified, the 
revenue of the crown greatly spoiled, the 
treasure of the realin not only wasted, but the 
realm also greatly indebted; the land of Ire- 
land much out of order: the Staple and store 
of all kind of munition for the realm’s defence 
marvellously consujned: the Navy and Sea- 
Matters nothing in the state they now be, was 
forced to give ear to a peace with some other 
conditions than else it is like h¢r highness 
would come to, to the end that these dan- 
gerous defalts might be in the tyme of peace 
sufiicicntly tor the security of the realm pro- 
vided for. Whereupon indeed her highness 
ee being concluded) entered into the re- 
forming and supplying of most of all-those 

eat lacks, and for the well-doing of them 

th not forborn to tuke any care or pains, 
neither hath she sticked for the compassing of 
this both to spend her own treasure, to sell her 
own lands, to prove her own credit at home 
and abroad to the uttermost, and all this for 
pur surctics and quiet.—Thus have you heard 
the sum of those proceedings; whereby it is 
plain and evident, that as our most dear and 
gracious sovereign lady, hath, for the preser- 
vation of common quiet, and for our own 
gurety against the common enemy, forborn no 
care or travel in the devising; no more hath 
she charge or expence in the performing. I 
may safely affirm it, because I am well able to 
prove it, that the charges of the managing of 
these affairs, and that that hath been done 
since the queen’s maj. came to the crown, 
in supplying the dangers aforementioned, a- 
mount to as much as two of the greatest Sub- 
sidics that I can remember; the matter not 
possibly to be born for that which is past, nor 
to be continued for that which is to come by 
the ordinary Revenue of the Crown, and yet 
of necessity .to. be done, except all (which God 
forbid) should run to ruin: if when any part 
of the natural body happeneth to be in danger, 
the head and every part hasteth to the relief; 
what would then be done, trew ye, when pe- 
ril is offered, that the head should take the 
whole care, and bear the whole burthen, and 
all the members remain uncareful and un- 
charged therewith? How light a burthen it is 
when it is born of many, 1s understood of us 
all. “But hereof I make no stay, because there 
is no doubt your good-wills and towardness 
upon these ccnsiderations be such, as this last 
pec of mine needeth not, and so doubtless 

e queen’s highness taketh it. And yet your 
wisdoms well know, that the office of this 
lace which I occupy, craveth thus much to 
ye said at my hands;‘and for that purpose 
ghiefly could I rust you uke it, and not for 
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any necessity to draw them by persuasion that 
otherwise of their own disposition be forward 
enough. The declarations of the proceedings 


being uttered, I. do assure myself to suttice to 


men of your understanding and inclination. 


For how can aman think that any ts so void of 


reason, that he would not gladly offer any aid 
agaiust a Foreign eneiny, that he were able to 
make for the satety of his own country, his so- 
vereign, himsclt, his wite and children ; espe- 
cially when by reason it is plal 
queen’s maj. hath already, and daily doth em 


lain, that the 


ploy her own treasure, yea, and ber lands and 
credit, not in any gla.jous triumphs, superflu- 
ous and sumptuous buildings of delight, vain 
and chargea' le embassages, neither in any 


other matters of wiil and pleasure; I mean, 
no expence to be noted in a prince of 13 years 


reign, but as far as man can judge in the ser~ 


vice of her realm and necessary defence of her 


people, and for the annoyance of the enemy. 
Yet hath it been seen e’er this, that prince’s 


wills, pleasures and deligitits have been fol- 


lowed in expences as necessities. And now, 
God be thanked, the doings have been such 


since the queen’s highness’s reign, that to the 


indifferent man it will be probable and plain, 
that the relieving of the realm’s necessity is 
become the prince’s delight; a good change, 
God continue it, a marvellous good example 
for us to follaw, and yet itis scant credible how: 
long it was, and in the end with what difficulty 
the queen’s maj. eame to agree that this ex- 
ample should he followed by us, in being con- 
tent that this parl. should be summoned, that 
it might be moved, that the realm might cun- 
tribute to the realm’s defence; with such dif- 
ficulty yndeed, that if any other way could 
have been devised (her honour and realm’s 
surety saved) this had never been attempted : 
so loth she is to any offensive matter by bur- 
then or charge, that if any other-way could have 
been devised, this had not been: and so, from 
her own mouth, she commanded me to say unto 
you.—Oh what a griet it is to a prince (trow you) 
when he findeth such want, that he is not able 
so to consider of the service of his servants and 
subjects; this dangerous and necessary service, 
as their deserts do crave! knowing that most 
commonly the very lite and heart of the ser- 
vant and soldier, which so often offereth him- 
self to the cannon, the pike, the fire, is either 
overthrown or set up as a regard is had of his 
penis. Except there be some odd men (as 
they call them) of that perfection, that virtue 
and well-doing is their mark, and not reward, 
who hold for ah, that ‘ recti facti merces est 
fecisse tantum,’ but ‘ rara “avis in terris, &c.’ 
Yea, those are so rare as counsel cannot be 
given that princes service should hang on the 
help of such hope, and yet these be the per- 
fectest and best, but. the world is not served 
by such, To give good words is a good thing, 
but often used, albeit never so cunningly, with- 
out deeds of service, is reputed but as wind, 
and is indeed ‘ dare verba,.’ Marry, power 


‘serving not, then it deseryeth great commen- 
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dations ; for itis as much as can be done: for 
‘ ultra posse non est esse.’ But hereof think- 
eth little the greatest number. But toa prince 
who thinketh thus much, and daily thinketh 
and tecleth of it, what a tormenting trouble ts 
such a want think ye? These wants. when they 
happen, would be, ought to be most holden. 
But here I have troubled you further than I 
mreant, or perchance needed.—And thus no 
farther to finder you, but to make an end. 
You have heard, 1st, the causes of this assem- 
bly. @ndly, what I think meet to be remem- 
bered. 3rdly, what for the governance of the 
subject at home, and what hath been done for 
the detence of the enemy abroad ; your ottice 
and duty is to be careful to consider of these 
pratters, which I have the rather summarily 
~ yemembered than effectually discoursed upon. 
Fhe former pertaineth to my office as a re- 
mémbsancer. ‘The 2nd to you as executors of 
these remembrances. sind because you of 
the Nether House cannot, without a head, thus 
do; therefore it resteth, that you, according 
to your antient order, of yourselves chuse 
some wise and discreet man, who, after he 
hath been by you chosen and presented, and 
that presentation by the queen’s maj. allowed, 
-shall then be your Speaker, &c.” 

May 10th. ‘he Commons presented Ro- 
bert Bell, esq. for their Speaker, who,. with the 
wsuul ceremonies, was allowed. But no further 
notice is taken of the speeches commonly 
myade on that occasion. 

Proceedings relative to the Queen of Scots.] 
May 12th, an entry is made by the lords, 
.“ Vhat this day, by advice.and consent of the 
-whole house, a Committee was appointed to 
counter with such members of the Lower House 
gs it should please them to appoint, for the 
-more speedy and better direction of them in 
the great matter touching the Queen of Scots.” 
The committee consisted of the following 
Jords; the abps. of Canterbury and York ; 
the earls of Oxford, Kent, Worcester, Sussex, 
Warwick, Bedford, Leicester, and I'sséx ; the 
bps. of London, Winchester, Ely, Lincoln, und 
Rochester; the lord chamberlain Burleigh, 
with the lords Grey, Windsor, Wentworth, 
North, and Chandais, In the Journal of the 
Commons are the Names of the Committec 
appointed by them, which were these ; 

Mr. Treasurer | Mr. Doctor Wilson 


Mr. Comptroller Mr. Attorney of the 
Mr. Chancellor of the = Duchy 
Dutchy Mr. Recorder of Lon- 
‘The Chancellor of the — don 
Exchequer. Mr.SerjeantManwood 
The Lord Deputy of Mr. Serjeant Gefiry 
Ircland | Mr. Mounson 
Sir Maurice Berkeley Mr. Sandys 
Sir Hugh Pawlet Mr. Popham 
Sir Thomas Scott Br: Yclverton 
Sir Owen Hopton Mr. Coleby | 
Sir Nicholas Arnold Mr. Heneage 
Sir John Thynne Mr. Charles Howard 
Sir Hen. Gates Mr. Hatton © 
Sis Rowland Howard Mr. Astley 
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Mr. Shute Mr. John Vaughan of 
Mr, Hen. Knolles, sen. Caermarthen 

Mr. Hen. Knolies,jun. Mr. Greenfield, sen. 
Mr. Peter Wentworth Mr. Charles Somerset 


Mr. Hen. Killegrew 
Mr. William Gerrard 
Mr. Dalton, and 
Mr. Peacock. 


Mr. Sampole 
Mr. Norton 
Mr. William Moor 
Mr. Johu Vaughan 
Mr. Tho. Randall 
We hear no more of this Conference m the 
Journals of the Lords, nor what was done in 4, 
relating particularly to the Queen of Scots, till 
May the 28th, when a new Commituce of 
Lords was appointed, about the same matter, 
which were only the abp. of Canterbury, the 
earls of Sussex and Leicester, the bp. of Lin- 
coln, and the lords Burlcigh and Grey. The 
result of which was, that on the 4th ot June q 
bill passed the Lords, with this addition to the 
title, ‘A bill touching Mary, daughter and 
heir of James V. late king of Scotland, com- 
monly called the Queen ot Scots.’ This bill 
was sent down to the Commons, who kept it 
until the 26th of the same month, and then re- 
turned it, concluded. But though the bill went 
so currently through the two Houses, the 
queen would not suffer at to ee into a law ; 
there being no mention of such an act, in the 
catalogue at the end of this session, nor in the 
printed statutes. For which reason, we are 
much.in the dark what were the contents of 
this extraordinary bill. Mr. Cambden only 
writes, that, “it was proposed, that if the 
Queen of Scots should again offend against the 
laws of England, she should be proceeded 
against, by law, as if she were the wife of an 
English peer. But the queen, interposing her 
authority, prevented the enacting thereof.”— 


_However, though this act did not pass, yet 


there were two other very severe laws made 
against all who had designs in favour of the 
Queen of Scots. On the 19th of May a bill 
was read the first time in the Lords, tor-Pu- 
nishment of all such as shall rebelliously take 
or detain, from the Queen’s maj. any Castle, 
‘Tower, Fortress, Ships, or other munition of 
war. This passed intoa law; and, by it, some 
of the articles were made felony, and athers 
high treason. On the 21st, a bill was brought 
in, and read against all such as shall conspire 
or practise the Enlargement of any Prisoners, 
This act declared, “ That if any person should 
go about to deliver any man, imprisoned upoo 
the queen’s writ for Treason, or suspicion 0 
Treason, before his arraignment, the said per- 
son shonld forfeit his life estate, and be imprie 
soned during the queen’s pleasure. If arraign- 
ed, he should incur the penalty of death; if 
condemned, the penalty of high treason.” 

The Duke of Norfolk beheaded.] Mr. 
Cambden observes, that the severity of these 
Jaws was only necessary for the times; and 
the parl. thought fit to make them temporary, 
that is, for the queen’s life. He adds, that 50 
many designs were set on foot to deliver the 
duke of Norfolk, out of the Tower, as hastened 


‘his execution, which had been put off for new 
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4 months; and it was not till after passing the 
last act, that the addresses of the Commons, 
the remonstrances of the Privy Couneil, and 
the importunity of preachers, by suggesting the 
greatness of the danger she was in, could 
overcome the queen’s clemency. In tine, the 
duke was beheaded on a scaffold, on Tower- 
hill, June the 2nd. He. died with great cou- 


rage and magnanimity, amidst a vast crowd of 


sorrowful and wecping spectators; for it 1s in- 
credible, says our author, “ how dearly he 
was bcloved by the populace, whose good-will 
he had gained ky a munificence and affability 
suitable to so great a prince.” 

A Case of Privilege} A case of Privilege 
was brought before the Lords, by the ford 
Cromwell, who had been attached, by a writ, 
out of Chancery, at the suit of one Taverner. 
The Lords adjudged the attachment void and 
contrary to the antient Privileges of the Peer- 
age; but so, that at any time hereafter, by 
the queen’s prerogative, or by the common 
law and custom of the realms, or any statute 
Jaw, or sufficient preccdent, the persons of any 
of the Lords of pari. in such cases as this of 
lord Cromwell’s, ought to be attached, or at- 
tachable, if so shewed and warranted as above; 
this order, or any thing, therein contained, to 
the contrary notwithstanding. 

Having done with the Proceedings of the 
Lords, we shall go back to those of the Com- 
mons. After the Committee for the Con- 
ference was appointed, we find no particulars 
entered, relating to it, tall some wecks after- 
wards, which will appear im the sequel. In 
the mean time, on the 16th of May, a motion 
was made, Whether it was convcuient that 
the Commons should join with the Lords in a. 
petition to her maj. for the execution of the 
duke of Nortolk. Or, that they should only 
signify to her maj. their resolutiwn and opinion 
that necessary execution was to be done?’ 
a putting the question, it was agreed by 

1, that their general resolution was properest 
to be signified to her; and not by way of pe- 
tition or direction from this house. | 

May 19, the Attorney of the Court of Wards, 
an the name of the whole Committee, on the 
great affair of the Queen of Scots, reported 
to the house their Conference with the Lords. 
Which done, after many spceches, it was upon 
the question, resolved, for the better -satety 
and preservation of her maj.’s persun and govt. 
to proceed against the Scottish Queen in the 
highest degree of Treason; and therein to 
touch her, as well in life as in title and dig- 
nity; and this with all possible speed, and 
with the whole voice of the house. 

A Message to the Commons, not to meddle 
with Religious Mutters.| May 22, a bill for 
Rites and Ceremonies in the Church, having 
‘been read in the house 3 times; on this day 
the Speaker declared to the house, that it was 
the Queen’s pleasure, that from henceforth no 
hills concerning Religion should be preferred, 
or received into this hause; unless the same 


should be first eompidered and approved by the. 


‘ 
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Clergy. And further, that her nraj- desired to 
see the two last, read in the house, touching 
Rites and Ceremonies. On which, it was or 
dered, that the said bills should be delivered 
to her, by such members as were of the Privy 
Council. ‘The next day the ‘Treasurer of the 
Household reported to the house the delivery 
of the two bills of Nites and Ceremonies to 
her maj.; together with the humble request of 
this house, most huinbly to beseech her high- 
ness not to conceive ill opinion of this house, 
if so it were that her maj. should not like welt 
of the said bills, or of the parties that pre- 
ferred them: and declared further, that her 
maj. seemed utterly to mishke the first bill, 
and him that brought the same into the house; 
and that her highness express will and plea- 
sure was, that no preacher or mimister should 
be impeached or indicted, or otherwise mo~ 
lested or troubled, as the preamble of the said 
bill did purport: adding these comfortable 
words farther, That her maj. as defender of 
the faith, will aid and maintain all good Pro- 
testants to the discouraging of all Papists, 
Proceedings relative to the Queen of Scots.] 
The business of the Queen of Scots and the 
duke of Norfolk, haviug been long eanvassed 
by the Committees of both houses; they, at 
length agreed upon a joint Petition to the 
queen. And, on the 28th of May, her maj. 
was attended by the said Coinmittces, who 
presented her a Petition with Reasons to 
prove, that it not only consisted with justice, 
but also with the queen's honour and safety, 
to procecd criminally against the pretended 
Scottish Qucen. On the same day, the Jour. 
nalist tells us, “« That mr. Treasurer reported 
to the house, that he and certain otners of the 
committee, chosen by themselves, did pre- 
sently come from her maj: ; and that her inaj. 
doth very thankfully accept the good-will and 
zeal of this house, in their caretulness for her 
maj.’s safety aud preservation; and that as 
her maj. thinketh the course chosen by this 
house, and wherein. the Lords have joined 
with this house, to be the best and surest way 
for her maj.’s preservation and safety indeed ; 
vet her highness for certain respects by hereelt’ 
conceived, thinketh good for this time to deter, 
but not to reject that course of proceeding as_ 
yet; and in the mean time, with all conveni- 
ent speed, to go forward in the grcat matter 
against the Scottish Queen with a 2d_ bill, 
being the other part of the said choice hereto- 
fare offered to this house. And that her maj. 
minding in that bill, by any implication o¢ 
drawing of words, not to have the Scottish 
Queen cither enabled or disabled to or from 
any manner of title to the crown of this reali, 
or any other title to the same whatsoever 
touched at all, willeth that the bill be first 
drawn by her learned counsel, and by thern 
penned before the same be treated of or dealt 
in, in this house. And that in the mean time 
of bringing in of the said bill, this house enter 
not into any speeches or arguments of that 


matter. And that her maj. hath likewise. sig. 
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nified the same her like pleasure unto the 
Lords, by some of the Committees of the same 
house.” The Commons caine to a Resolution 
on the question, “ Whether a Petition was to 
be drawn up and presented to her maj. for 
the speedy execution of the duke? That the 
said Petition should be digested and put in 
Writing against the next morning, and i pa 
to the Speaker to be presented by him to the 
Queen. But two duys atter, May 31, a ques- 
tion was put for respiting the said petition, 
and, it was carried in the afiinnative.  Be- 
cause, perhaps, her maj. will order it to be 
done sooner of her own accord than being 
pressed to it by the house. And therefore it 
was wholly laid aside.” But, however, the 
sbills and remonstrances against the Queen of 
Scots, took no effect till several years after. 
The duke of Norfolk, however, fell a-sacritice 
to the jealousies of the times, being be- 
headed, as befure observed, whilst this parl. 
Was sitting. 

The Ceremonies at the conclusion of this 
Session are omitted io both the Journals ; and, 
we are only told, in that of the Lords, that, on 
the 36th of June, the queen came to the house, 
when the lord keeper, by het command, pro- 
rogued this parl. to the @d of Nov. following. 
From the time of the last prorogation, we meet 
with nothing like a parl. till the 18th year of 
this reign. The Journals of the Lords do not 
expressly give us the times of the several pro- 

-rogations in this long interval ; but only inform 
us, that on the 8th of Feb. 1575, after various 
and sundry prorogations, the same parl. met 
to transact business. 

A Bill against Luxury in Apparel.] Being 
assembled, the Queen cane not to the house, 
because this was no new parl.; and the first 
thing we find that was done by the Lords, was 
to read a bill for the returmation of Apparel: 
Mr. Cambden takes notice, that the year be- 
fore this, the queen had put out a proclamation 
to stop the great Excess this modish Luxury 
had then arrived to. Observing, that, to main- 
tain this shining vanity, a great quantity of 
moncy was yearly carried out of the land, to 
buy silks and other foreign finenes, to the im- 
poverishment of the commonwealth, and the 
almost ruin of several noble families, who strove 

to vie with one another in this kind of extra- 
vagance. The reader will have observed, that 
sevcral sumptuary laws were made in ditterent 
reigns to restrain this vice; and now the 
-Queen’s Proclamation being little regarded, an 
act of parl. was designed to enforce the ob- 
servance. But this way had as little success 
as the former, for though the bill passed the 
Lords, and was sent down to the Commons, 
they never returned it. 

A Subsidy.| There is nothing remarkable 
else entered in the Lords Journals, till the 27th 
of this month ; when a bill for a Subsidy of two 
15ths and 10ths were sent up by the Commons: 

-it passed the Lords on the ist of March. The 
printed statutes make this grant three 15ths 

and 10tbs, besides the Subsidy. There was: 


also an act for confirming a-grant of 6s. in the 
pound, from the Clergy, to be paid in 3 years. 

-Mr. Wentworth’s Speech in behalf of the Li 
berties of the House.| But though the Journals 
of the Lords furnish us with so -httle to the 
purpose, those of the Commons were never 
inore copious for so short a session as in this. 
In lich are many things very remarkable, 
relating to the Liberties and Privileges of that 
house. The Journalist gives us a Speech made 
on the very 1st day of this session, by Peter 
Wentworth, Esq. member for the borough of 
Tregony in Cornwall. As the speech and the 
consequences of it are ns memorable as any 
thing we have yet met with in the course of 
these enquiries, we shall make no apology for 
the length of it. : 

““ Mr. Speaker;—-I find writtten in a litde 
volume these words in effect :—‘ Sweet is the 
name of Liberty, hut the thing itself a value 
beyond all inestimable treasure:’ So much 
the more it behoveth us to take care lest we, 
contenting ourselves with the sweetness of the 
name, lose and forego the thing, being of the 
greatest value that can come unto this noble 
realm. The inestimable treasure is the use 
of it in this house. And therefore I do think 
it needful to put you in remembrance, that 
this hon. assembly are assembled and come 
together here in this place, for three special 
causes of most weighty and great importance. 
—The 1st and principal is to make and abro- 


‘gate such Laws, as may be most for the Ts 
pes 


servatien of our noble sovercigou. The 2n 
—The 3rd is to make or: abrogate such laws 
as may be to the chictest surety, ee 
and enrichment of this noble realm of England. 
So that I do think that the part of a faithful- 
hearted subject is, to do his endeavour to re- 
move all stumbling-blocks out of the way that 
may impair, or any manner of way hinder, 
these good and godly causes of this our comin 
together. I was never of pari. but the last, an 
the last session, at both which times I saw the 
Liberty of free Speech, the which is the only 
salve to heal all the sores of this common 
wealth, so much and so many ways infringed, 
and so many abuses offered to this hon. coun 
cil, as hath much grieved me even of very con 
science and love to my prince and. state. 
Wherefore to avoid the like, I do think it 
expedient to open the commodities that grow 
to the prince and whole state, by free speech 
used in thig_place; at the least so much as my 
simple wit can gather of it, the which is very 
little in respect of that, that wise hends can 
say therein, and so it is of the more force >— 
1st, All matters that concern God’s honont, 
through free Speech shall be propagated here 
and set forward, and all things that do hinder 
it removed, repulsed and taken away.—Next, 
There is nothing commodieus, profitable, or 
any way beneficial for the prince or state, but 
faithful and loving subjects will offer it in this 
place:—Srdly, All things discommodious, pe 
rilous, or hurtful to the prince or state shall be 
prevented, even.so much as seemeth good t 
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our merciful God to put into our minds, the 
which no doubt shall be sutticient, if we do 
earnestly call upon him and fear him: for 
Solumon saith, ‘ The tear of God is the be- 
ganing of wisdom. Wisdom breatheth life 
into her children, receiveth thein that scek 
her, and will go beside thein in the way of 
nghteousness :’ so that our minds shall be di- 
rected to all good, needful, and uecessary 
things, if we call upon God with faithful 
hearts:—4thly, If the envious do offer any 
thing hurtful or perilous to the prince or state 
im this place, what incommodity doth grow 
thereby? Verily £ think none, nay, will you 
have me to say my simple opinion therein, 
much good cometh thereof; how forsooth? 
why by the darkness of the night the bright- 
Dess of the sun sheweth more excellent and 
clear, and how can truth appear and conquer 
uuiil falshood, aud all subulties that should 
shadow and darken it, be tound out? tor it is 
otfered in this place as a piece of tine needlc- 
work to them that are most skilful therein, for 
there cannot be a false stitch (God aiding us) 
but will be found out:—S5thly, This good 
cometh thereof, ,a wicked purpuse may the 
easier be prevented when it is known :—6tlly, 
An evil man can do the less harm when it is 
known.—7thly, Sometime it happeneth that a 
good man will in this place (for argumeut sake) 
preter an evil cause, both tor that he would 
have a doubtful truth to be opened and uiani- 
tested, and also the evil prevented ; so that to 
tis point I conclude, that in this house, which 
is termed a place of free speech, there is no- 
thing so necessary for the preservation of the 
prince and state as free speech; and without 
this it is a scorn and mockery to call it a Par- 
hament House, for in truth it is none, buta 
very school of flattery and dissimulation; and 
so a fit place to serve the devil and his angels 
in, and not to ylorify God and benctit the 
cummonwealth—Now to the Impediments 
thereof, which, by God’s grace and iy little 
experience, I wall utter plainly aud faithfully, 
I will use the words of Elcha, © Behold, I ain 
as the pew wine which bath no vent, and 
bursteth the new vessels in sunder, therefore 
I will speak that Iinay have a vent. I will 
open my lips, aad make answer, I will regard 
ho manner uf person, no man will I spare, tor 
if I should go about to please meu, I-know not 
how soon iny Maker will tae me away:’ my 
text is vehement; the which by God’s sufer- 
ance I mean to observe, hoping therewith to 
offend none; for that of very justice, none 
ought to be offended for secking to duo good 
und saying of the truth.—Amongst other, mr. 
Speaker, 2 things do great hurt in this place, of 
the which I do mean to speak: the one is a ru- 
mour which runneth about the house, and this 
itis, Take heed what you do, the Queen liketh 
not such a matter, whosoever preiereth it,she wail 
he offended with him, or the contrary, her maj. 
keth of such a matter, whosoever speaketh 
vrainstit, she will be much offended with him.’ 
re other: Sometimes 8 Message is brought 
vL. 1. 
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into the house, either of Commanding or In- 
hibtting, very injurinus to the Freedom of 
Speech and consultation. [ would to God, 
mr. Speaker, that thcse two were buried in 
hel!, I mean Rumours and Messages; for 
wicked undoubtedly they are, the reason is, 
the devil was the first author of them, from 
whom proceedeth nothing but wickedness: 
now [ will set down reasuns to prove them 
wicked.—1st, If we be in hand with any thing 
for the advancement of Goad’s glory, were it 
not wicked to say the queen liketh not of it, 
or commandeth that we shall not deal in it? 
Greatly were these Speeches to her ina).’s dis- 
honour, and an hard opinion were it, mr, 
Speaker, that these things should enter into 
her mayj.’s thought; much more wicked and 
unvatural were it that her maj. should like or 
command any thing against God, or hurtful to 
herself and the state. The Lord grant that 
this thing may be far from her maj.’s beart. 
Here this may be vbjected, that it the qucen’s 
naj. should have intelligence of any thing pe- 
rilous or beneficial to her maj.’s person or the 
state, would youynot have her maj. give know- 
ledye thereot 11 this house, whereby her peril 
imay be prevented, and her benetit provided 
for? God forbid! then were her 1n4j. in worse 
case than any of her subjects. And in the 
beginning of our speech, I shewed it to be a 
special cnuse of our assembling, but iny intent 
is, That nothing should be done to God’s dis« 
honour, to her inaj.’s perl, or the peril of the 
state. And therefore [ will shew the Incon- 
venicnces that grow of these two. 1st, If we 
follow not the prince’s mind, Solomon saith, 
‘The King’s Displeasure is a Me:senger of 
Death’: this is a terrible thing to weak nuture, 
for who is able to abide the fierce countenance 
of his prince, but if we will discharve our cone 
sciences, and be truc to God, and Prince and 
State, we must have due consideration of the 
place and the occasion of our coming together $ 
and especially have regard unto tle matter 
wherein we both shall serve God, and our 
prince and state faithfully, and not dissemblmg 
as eye-pleasers, and so justly avoid all dis- 
pleasures both to God and our prince; for 
Solomon saith, In the wav of the righteous 
there is lite,’ as for any other way, it is the 
path to death. So that to avoid everlastin 

death and condemnation, with the high aad 
mighty God, we ought to proceed in every 
Cause according to the matter, and uot ac- 
cording to the prince’s mind: and now I will 
shew you a reason to prove it perilous always 
to follow the priace’s mind. Many times it 
falleth out, that a prince may favour a cause | 
perilous tu himself and the whole state; what 
are we then if we fullow the prince’s mind? 
Are we not unfaithful unto God, our prinege 
and state? Yes truly, we are chosen of the 
whole realm, of a special trust and confidence 
by them reposed in us, to foresee all such ine 
conveniences. Then [ wil set down my opie 
nion herein, that is to say, He that dissem- 
bleth 2 her maj,’s peril, is to be courted as @ 
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hateful enemy; for that he giveth unto her 
maj. a detestable Judas bis kiss; and he that 
contrarieth her mind to her preservation, yea 
though her maj. would be much offended with 
him, 1s to be adjudged an approver lover, for 
* faithful are the wounds of a lover,’ saith So- 
Jomon, ‘ but the kisses of an enemy are de- 
ceitful:’ and it is better, saith Antisthenes, to 
fall amongst ravens than amongst flatterers, 
fsr ravens do but devour the dcad corps, but 
tlattcrers the living. And it is both trait-rous 
and hellish, through flattery, to seck to de- 
vour our natural prince, and that do flatterers; 
therefore let them leave it with shame enough. 
—Now, to another great matter that riseth of 
this grievous rumour, What is it forsooth? 
Whavsocver thou art that yronounce:t it, thou 
dost pronounce thy own discredit; Why so? 
for that thou dost what lieth in thee to pro- 
nounce the prince to be perjured, the hich 
we neither may nor will believe; for we ought 
not without tco manifest proof to credit any 
dishonour to our anoimted; no, we ought not 
without it to think any evil of her maj. but ra- 
ther to hold Lim a har what credit soever he 
be of; for the queen’s maj. is the head of the 
Jaw, and must of necéssity maintain the law; 
for by the law her maj. is made justly our 
quecn, and by it she is most chiefly maintain- 
ed: hereunto agreeth the most excellent words 
of Bracton (de Legibus Anglia, lib. 1. cap. 7.) 
who saith, © The king hath no peer nor equal 
inhiskingdom.’ He hath noegual, for other- 
wise le mught lose his autherite of command- 
ing, since that an equal hath no power of 
commandment over his equal. The king ought 
pot to be under man, but under God, and un- 
dcr the law, because the law maketh him a 
king. Let the king therefore attribute that to 
the law, which the law attributeth unto him, 
that is, dominion and power; for he is not a 
king in whom will and not the law doth rule, 
and theretore he ought to be under the law. 
T pray you mark the reason why my authority 
saith, The king ought to be under the law, for, 
saith he, ‘ He is God’s vicegerent upor earth’; 
‘that 1s, his lieutenant to execute and do his 
will, the which 1s law or justice, and there- 
tinto was herinagj. sworn at her coronation, as 
Thave heard learncd men in this place sun- 
dry times atlirm; unto the which I doubt 
not but her majesty will, for her honour and 
eonscicnce sake, have special regards for free 
Speech and conscience in this place are grant- 
ed by a special law, as that without the 
which the prince and state cannot be pre- 
served or nmiuntained, So that I would wish 
everyman that feareth God, regardeth the 
pricce’s honour, or csteemeth his own credit, 
to fear at all times hereatter to pronounce any 
sich horrible speeches, so much to the prince’s 


dishonour; for in so doing he sheweth himself 


an open enciny to her ma}, and so worthy to 
be contemned of all faithful hearts. Yet there 
is another Inconvenience that riscth of this 
wicked Rumour: the utterers thereof seem to 


pit into our heads, that the qucen’s maj. hath: 
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conceived an evil opinion, diffidence, and mis- 
trust in us her faithful and loving subjects; for 
if she had not, her maj. would then wish that 
all the things dangerous to herself should be 
laid open betore us; assuring herselt, that 
loving subjects, as we are, would, without 
schooling and direction, with careful minds to 
our powers, prevent and withstand all perils 
that might happen unto her maj. And this 
opinion I doubt not but her maj. hath con- 
ceived of us; for undoubtedly there was never 
prince that had faithtuller hearts than her 
naj. hath here; and surely there were never 
‘subjects had more cause heartily to love their 
prince for her quiet govt. than we have. So 
that he-that raiseth this Rumour stall increas- 
eth but discredit, in seeking to sow sedition us 
muchas heth m bin, hetween our mercitul 
guecn and us her most loving and faithtul sub- 
jects, the which by God's grace shall never 
lic in his power, let bin spit out all his ves 
nor. and there withal shew out bis malicious 
heart; vet L have coilected sundry reasons to 
preve this a hateful and a detestable Rumour, 
and the utterer thereof to be a very Judas to 
our noble queen; therefore, let any hercafter 
take heed how he publish it; for as a very 
Judas unto her maj. and an enemy to the 
whole state, we ought to accept him. Now 
the other was a Messuge, mr. Speaker, brought 
the last session into the house (see p. 781) that 
we should not deal in any Matters of Religion, 
but first to reccive from the bishops: surely 
this was a doletul Messaze; tor it was as much 
asto say, ‘Sirs, ye shall not deal in God’s 
causes, no, ye shall m no wise seek to ad- 
vanee his glory;’ and in recompence of your 
unkindness, God in bis wrath will look upon 
your doings, that the chief cause that ye were 
called together for, the which ts the preserva- 
tion of their prince, shall have no good suc- 
cess: if some one of this house had presently 
inade this interpretation of this said message, 
had he not seemed to have the spirit of pro- 
phecy? Yet truly [ assure you, mr, Speaker, 
there were divers of this house that said, with 
crievous hearts, immediately upon the Mes- 
suge, that God of his justice could not prosper 
the session; and Iet it be holden for a princi 
ple, mr. Speaker, that council that comcth not 
together in God's name, cannot prosper; for 
God saith, © Where two or three are gathered 
together, in my name, there am I in the nndst 
among them? Well, God, even the great 
and mighty God, whom name is the Lord of 
Hosts, great in Council, and infinite m Thought, 
and who is the only good Direetor. of ail 
Hearts, was the Inst session shut out of doors. 
But what fell out of it forsooth? Tis great 
indignation was therefore poured upon ths 
house, for he did put into the quecn’s maj. 
heart to refuse good and wholesome laws tor 
her own preservation ; the which caused many 
faithful hearts for grief to burst out with sor- 
rowtul tears, and moved alt Papists, trutos 
to God and her maj, who envy good Chrisuan 
govt. in their alceves to laugh all the whole 


a 
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Parliament-Ifouse to scorn: and shall I pass 
over this weighty matter so slightly? Nay, 
Twill discharge my conscience and duties to 
God, my prince and country. So certain it is, 
mr. Speaker, that none is without fault, no, 
not our noble queen, sith then her maj. hath 
committed great fault, yea dangerous faults to 
herselt'—Love, even pertect love, vuid of dis- 
simulation, will not sutfer me to hide them to 
her inaj.’s peril, but to utter them to her inaj.’s 
safety: uyd these they are, it is a dangerous 
thing in a prince unkindly to abuse his or her 
nobility and people, aud it is a dangerous 
thing in a prince to oppose or bend herselt 
against her nobility and people, yea against 
most loving and faithful nobility aud people. 
And how could any prince more unkindly in- 
treat, abuse, oppose herself aczainst her nobi- 
lity and people, than her maj. did the lust 
parl.? Did she not call it of purpose to pre- 
vent traiterous Perils to her Person, and for 
no other cause? Did not her maj. send unty 
us two hills, willing us to make choice of that 
we liked best for her safety, and thereof to 
make a law, promising her maj.’s royal consent 
thereunto? And di:l we not first choose the 
one, and her maj. retused it; yielding no rea- 
sop, nay, yielding great reasons why she ought 
to have yielded to it?) Yet did we neverthe- 
less receive the other, and agreeing to make a 
Jaw thereof, did not her maj. in the end refuse 
all our traveis? And did not we, her maj.’s 
faithful nobility and subjects, plainly and openly 
decypher ourselves unto her maj. and our 
hatetul enemies; and hath not her maj. lett 
us all open to their revenge? Is this a just 
Fecompence in aur Christian queen fur our 
faithful dealings? The heathen do requite 
good for good: then how much more is it to 
be expected ina Christian prince? And will 
not this her maj.’s handling think you, mr. 
Speaker, make cold dealing in any of her 
maj.’s subjects toward her again? I fear it 
will, And bath it not caused many already, 
think you, mr. Speaker, to seck a salve for the 
head that they have broken? I fear it hath, 
‘and many more will do the Like if it be not 
eb te in time. And hath it not warvel- 
usly rejoiced and encouraged the hollow 
hearts of her maj.’s hateful enemies and trai- 
terous subjects? No doubt but it bath: and 
I beseech God that ber inaj. may dv ail 
things that may grieve the hearts of her ene- 
wes, and may joy the hearts that untcignedly 
love her maj.; and I bescech the same God 
to endue her maj. with his wisdom, whereby 
she may discern faithful advice from traiterous 
sugared speeches, and to send her maj. a melt- 
ing yielding heart unto sound counsel, that will 
oy not staod for a reason: and then her maj. 
will stand when her enemies are fallen; for no 
estate can stand where the prince will not be 
governed by advice. And I doubt not but 
that some of her maj.’s council have dealt 
plainly and faithfully with ber maj. herein; if 
‘any have, ict it be a sure token to her maj. to 


know them for approved subjects; and what- 
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soever they be that did persuade her maj. so 
unkindly to intreat, abuse, and to oppose hers 
self avuinst her nobiity and peopie, or come 
mend licr maj. for so duing, let it be a sure 
token to her maj. to xnow them tor sure trais 
tars and underminers af her maj.’s lite, anid 
remove them cut of Ler maj.’s presence and 
favour; for the more cunuing they are, the 
more dangerous are they unto her maj. But 
was this all? No, for God would not vouch 
sate that his Holy Spirit should ali that se-sicu 


‘descend upon our bishops; so that in that ses- 


sion nothing was dune to the adsancen.ent of 
His glory. I have heard of oid Pacuaments 
Men, that the bamshment of the Pope and 
Poperv, and the Restoring of true Relion, 
had their beginning froin this house, and not 
from the bishops; and [ have heard that tew 
laws fur Religion bad their foundation from 
them; and 1 do .Surely think, beiure God I 
sneak ft, that the bishops were the cause of 
that doletul message; and 1 will shew you 
what moveth me so to think: [ was, amongst 
others, the last parl. sent unto the bp, of Can- 
terbury, for the Articles of Religion that then 
passed this house. He asked us, Why we did 
put out of the Book the Arucles for the Ho- 
milies, Consecrating of Bishops, and such line? 
Surcly, sir, smd I, because we were so occu 
pied in other matters, that we had no time to 
exainine them bow they agreed with the Word 
of God. What, said be, surely you mistook 
the matter, you will reier yourselves whully to 
to us therein? No, by the faith Do besr to 
God, said [, we will pass nothing betore we 
understand what it is; for that were but tu 
make you Popes; make you Popes who list, 
said I, for we will make you none. Aud «ure, 
nr. Speaker, the speech seemed to me to be a 
Pope-like speech, and I fear lest our bps. do 
attribute this of the Pope’s canuns uuto them- 
selves, 6 papa non potest errare;’ for surely it 
they did not, they would reform things amiss, 
and not to spurn against God’s people for 
writing therein as they do; but Ican tell thei 
news, they do but kick against the pricks; for 
undoubtedly they both have and do err, and 
God will reveal his truth, maucre the hearts of 
them and all his enemies; for great is the 
truth, and it will prevail: and to sav the truth, 
it is an error to think that God's spirit 1s tied 
only to them; for the heavenly spirit saith, 
‘ first seek the kingdom of God and the righr- 
eousness thereof, and all these things (mcan- 
ing temporal) shall be given you.” These words 
were not spoken to the bps. only, but to all; , 
and the writ, mr. Speaker, that we are ¢allcd 
up by, is chiefly to deal in God’s cause; so 
that our commission, both from God and our 
prince, is to deal m Gud’s causes:. thercture, 
the accepting of such Messayes, and taking 
them in good part, do highly otfend God, and 
is ‘the acceptation of the breach of the Li- 
berties of this hon. council; fur is it noe 
all one thing to say, sirs, you shall deal in 
such matters only, as to say, you shall not 
deal im such matters? and so as good to 
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have fools and flatterers in the house, as 
men of wisdom, grave judgment, faithful 
hearts, and sincere consciences; for they be- 
ing taucht what they shall do, can give their 
consents as well as the others: well, § He that 
hath an office,’ saith st. Paul, ‘let him wait 
on his office,’ or give diligent attendance upon 
his othee. It is a great and special part of our 
duty and office, Mr. Speaker, to maintain the 
Freediin of Consultation and Speech; for by 
thix, good laws that do set forth God's glory, 
and tor the preservation of the prince and state 
are made. St. Vaul in the same place saith, 
©‘ Tate that which is evil, cleave unto that 
which is good :’ then with st. Paul, I do advise 
you all here present, yea, and heartily and 
earnestly desire you from the botroin of your 
hearts, to hate all messengers, tale-carriers, or 
any other thing whatsvevcr it be that any 
manner of way infringes the Liberties of this 
hon. council; yea, bate it or them as veno- 
mous and peison unto our common-wealth, 
for they avec venomous beasts that do use it; 
theretore [ say agey and again, Hate that 
which is evil, and cleave unto that which is 
good?’ aud this, being loving and faithful 
hearted, I do wish to be conceived in fear of 
God, and of love to our prince and state; for 
we are jJocorporated into this place, to serve 
God and all England, and not to be time- 
servers, as humour-tecders, as cancers that 
would pierce the bone, or as flatterers that 
would fain beguile all the world, and so worthy | 
to be condem:ied both of God and man; but 
let us shew ourselves n people endued with 
faith, [ mean with a lively faith, that bringeth 
forth good works, and not as dead. And these ! 
good works I wish to break torth in this sort, | 
not only in hating the enemics before-spoken 
against, but also in open reproving them as 
enemies to God, our prince and state that do 
use them, for they are so. Theretore I wonld 
have none spared or forborn that shall trom 
henceforth offend herein, of what calling so- | 
ever he be, fur the higher place he hath, the | 
more harm he may do: theretore if he will | 
not escliew offences, the higher I wish him 
hanged. I speak this in charity, mr. Speaker, | 
for it is etter that one should be hanged, than 


that this noble state should be subverted ; well, 
I pray God with all my heart, ‘to turn’ the 
hearts of all the enemies of our prince and 
state, and to forgive them that wherein they 
have otfcuded, yea, and to give them grace to 
ofteod therein no more; even so I do heartily 
beseeci) God to forgive us for holding our 
peace when we have heard any injury offered 
to this hon. council; for surely it is no small 
offence, mr. Speaker, for we offend therein 
against God, our prince and state, and abuse 
the confidence by them reposed in us. Where- 
fore God for his great mercies sake, grant that | 
we may from henceforth shew ourselves nei- | 
ther bastards nor dastards therein, but that as- 
rivhtly-bezotten children, we may sharply and 

boldly reprove God’s enemies, our princes and 

staie; and so shall every one of us discharcc 


f 


V 


aur daties in this our hich office, whercin he 

hath placed us, and shew ourselves haters of 
evil, and cleavers to that that is good, to the 

setting forth of God’s glory and honour, and to 

the preservation of our noble queen and com- 
monwealth; for these are the marks that we 
ought only in this place to shoot at. Tam 
thus earnest, I take God to witness, for con- 
science sake, love unto my prince and com- 
monwealth, and for the advancement of jus- 
tice; for ‘justice,’ saith an antient Father, 
‘is the prince of all virtues, yea, the safe and 
faithful guard of man’s lite, for by it empires, 
kingdoms, people, and cities be governed, the 
which if it be taken away, the society of man 
cannot long endure.’ And a king, saith Sulo- 
mon, ‘ that sitteth in the throne of judgment, 
and looketh well about him, chaseth away all 
evil:’ in the which state and throne, God for 
his great mercies suke, grant that our noble 
queen may be heartily vigilant and watehtul ; 
for surely there was a great fault committed 
both in the 4ast pari. and since also that was, 
as faithful hearts as any were unto the prace 
and state, reccived most displeasure, the which 
is but an hard point in policy, to encourage 
the enemy, to discourage the faithtul-hearted, 
who of fervent love cannot dissemble, but 
follow the rule of st. Paul, who saith, ¢ Let 
Jove be withont diss!mulation.’——Now to ano- 
ther great fault I found the last parl. committed 
by some of this house also, the which I would 
desire of them all might be left; I have seen 
rivht good men in other causes, although I did 
distike ther in that doing, sit in an evil mat- 
ter avainst which they had most earnestly 
spoken: I mused at it, and asked what it 
meant, for I do think it a shameful thing to 
serve God, their prince or country, with the 
tongue only, and not with the heart and body. 
I was answered that it was a common policy 
in this honse, to mark the hest sort of the same, 
and either to sitor ari-e with them ; that same 
common policy, [ would gladly have banished 
tuis honse, and have grattedin the stead there- 
of, either to rise or sit as the matter giveth 
cause : ‘tor the eyes of the Jord behold all the 
earth, to strengthen all the hearts of them that 
are whole with him.’ These be God's own 
words, mark them well, I heartily beseech you 
all; for Ged will not receive half-part, he will 
have the whole. And again, he mishketh 
these two-faced gentlemen, and here be many 


eyes that will to their creat shame behold ther 


double dealing that use it.—Thus I have holden 
you long with my rude speech; the which 
since it tendcth wholly with pure conscience to 
seek the advancement of God’s glory, our hon. 
sovereicn’s safety, and to the sure defence of 
this noble isle of England, and all by maintain- 
ing of the Liberties of this hon. council, the 
fountain from whence all these do spring; my 
humble and hearty suit unto you all ts, to ac 
cept my good-will, and that this that I have 
here spoken out of conscience and great zeal 
ento my prince and state, may not be buried in 


the pit af oblivion, and so no good come theyeot.” 
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Mr. Wentworth sequestered from the House, 
for his Speech.| Upon this speech, says the 
Journalist, the flouse out of # reverent regard 
of her maj.’s honour, stopped his further pro- 
ceeding before he had fully finished. The 
Message Mr. Wentworth meant and intended, 
was that which was sent by her maj. to the 
Cominons, in the 14th vear of her reign, upon 
the 28th day of May, by sir Francis Knolles, 
kt. inhibiting them, for a certain time, to treat 
or deal in the matter touching the Scottish | 
queen, (see p. 782.).—Mr, Wentworth being | 
sequestered the house for his said speech, it | 
was agreed and ordered by the House upon the 
Question (after sundry notious and disputati- 
. ons had therein) that he should be presently 

conunitted tu the Serjeant’s ward as prisoner ; 
and so remaining, should be examined upon 
his said speech, for the extenuating of his 
fault therein, by a Committee consisting of all 
the Privy-Council being of this house, and 
other members. 

. Mr. Wentuworth’s Examination before the 
Committee.} Wext follows mr. Wentworth’s 
own account of his Exainination, befare the 
Committee, as follows :-— 

Committee. ‘ Where is your Jate speech 
you promised to deliver in writing? Went- 
worth, Here it is, and I deliver it upon 2 con- 
ditions : the 1st is, that you shall peruse it all, 
and it you can find any want of good-will to 
my prince and state in any part thereof, let 
me answer all as if I had uttered all. The 2nd 
‘as, that you shall deliver it unto the quecn’s 
maj.; if her maj. or vou of ber privy-council, 
can find any want of love to her maj. or the 
state thercin also; let me answer it.—Com. 
We will deal with uo mwre than you uttercd 
inthe house. Went. Your honours cannot re- 
fuse to deliver it to her ina). tor I do send it to 
her maj. as my heart and mind, knowing it 
wil do her maj. good ; 1t will burt no man but 
myselfi—Com. Seeing your desire is to have 
us deliver it to her maj. we will deliver it. 
Went. I humbly require your honours so to do. 
—Then the speech being read, they said, 
Com. Here you ‘have uttered certain rumuurs 
of the queen’s maj.: where and of whom heard 
youthem? Went. If your honours ask me as 
counscllors to her inaj. you shall pardon me; I 
will make you no answer: I will do no such 
injury to the place from whence I came; for I 
am now no private person, [am a public, and 
a councellor to the whole state, in that place, 
where it is lawful for me to speak my mind 
freely ; and not for you, as counsellors, to call 
me to account fur any thing that 1 do speak in 
the house; and therefore if you ask me as 
counsellors to her maj. you shall pardon me, I 
will make no answer; but if you ask me as 
committees from the house, I will inake you 
the best answer I can.—Com. We ask you as 
committees from the house. Went. I will then 
answer you; and the willinger tor that mine 
answer will be in some part so imperfect as of 
necessity it must be. Your question consisteth 
of these two points, Where and of whom I 


A) 


heard these rumours? The place where I 
heard them was the Parhament Huuse; but af 
whom, [assure you, I cannot tell.—Com. This 
is no answer to say, you cavnot tell of whom, 
neither will we take it for any. Went. ‘Traly 
your honours must needs take it for ap answer, 
when [ can anake you no better, Com. Be- 
like you have Licard sume speeches, in the town, 
of her may.’s mishking af religion wud succes- 
sion; you ure loth tu utter of whom, and did 
use specches thereupon. Went. Lf assure 
your honours I can shew you that speech, 
ut my own house, written with any hand two 
or uiree years ago. So that you may there- 
by judge, that [ did not speak it of any 
thing that I lieard since [ caine to town.— 
Com. You have answered that, but where 
heard you it then. ‘Went. If your honours do 
think I speak for excuse-sake, Jct this satisty 
you: I protest betove the living God [ cauuar 
tell of whoin I heard these rumours; yet I do 
verily think that L heard them of a hundred or 
two in the house-—Com. Then of so many 
you can name sone, Went. No surely, be- 
cause it was so general a speech, 1 marked 
none; neither do men mark speukers couin- 
movly when they be general: and I assure 
you if I could tell, I would not. For 1 will 
never utter any thing toid me, to the hurt af 
any man, when { am not entorced thereunto, 
as in thiscase { may chuse. Yet I would deal 
plainly with you, for [ would tell your honours 
so, and if your honours do not credit me, I will 
voluntarily take an outh, if you offer me a book, 
that I cannot tell of whom I heard those rue 
mours. But if you offer me an oath of your 
authorities, I will refuse it; because I will do 
nothing to infringe the Liberties of the House. 
But what necd LI to use these speeches? I wil 
give you an instance, whereupun | heard these 
rumours to your satisfying, even such a one, 
as if you will speak the truth, you shall con- 
fess, that you heard the same as well as I.— 
Com. In so doing we will be satistied: What 
is that? Went. ‘The last parliament [by which 
it way be conceived he meant and intended 
that parl. in Aw. 13 Reg. Eliz.] he thac is nov 
Speaker [viz. Rob. Bell, esq. who was also 


| Speaker in the first session of this present part. 


in An. 14 Reg. ejusdem] uttcred a very good 
speech for the calling in or certain Licences 
granted to 4 courtiers, to the utter undoing of 
6 or 8000 of the queen’s subjects. This speech 
was so disliked of some of the council, that he 
was sent for; and so hardly dealt with, that he 
came into the house with such an amazed. 
countenance, that it daunted all the house in | 
such sort, that for 10, 12, or 16 days, there. 
was not one in the house that durst deal in 
any matter of iniportance. And in those sim- 
ple matters that they dealt in, they spent more 
words and time in their preamble, requiring . 
that they might not be mistaken, than they 
did in the matter they spake unto. This in- 
convenience grew unto the house by the coun- © 
cils hard handling of the said good member, 
whereupon this rumqur grew in the house.’ 

: “ AP tem 
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ferpretiiena oF aimessage.” Went, [ beseech | 
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Sirs, vou may not speak against Licences, the | truly. But how durst you say, that the queen 
queen’s maj. will be angry, the Privy-Council | had unkindly abused herselt against the no- 
too will be angry ;’? and this rumour I suppose | bility and people? Went. I beseech your 
there is not one of vou here but heard it as | honours, tell me how far vou can stretch these 
well as [. [ bescech your honours discharge |! words of her unkindly abusisg and opposing 


your consciences herein as T do.—Com. We | herself against her may.’s nobility and people? 


heard it, we confess, ant you have satsted us | Can vou apply them any further than 1 have 
mi this; but how say yen to the hard interpre- ; apphed thein, that is to say, in that her naj. 
fadion veu made or the message that was sent | called the parl. of purpose to prevent traites 
Into the house? [The words were recited.] ; rons Peiils to her person, and for no other 
‘We assure you we never heard a harder in- | cause; and in that her maj. did send unto us 

2 bills, willing us to take our choice of that we 
your honours, first, was there net such a mes- ; hiked best tor her may.’s safety, and thereot to 
sage sent urta tue house ?—Com, We grant | make a jaw promising her royal consent there. 
that there was, Weat. Then EF trust you will | unto; and did we not frst chuse the one, and 
bear ine record that Uisace it not; and I an- | her maj. refused it? vet did not we neverthe. 
awer vou that so bard a message could not | less receive the other? and agreeing to mate 
have too Lard an iaterpretation made by the | a raw thereof, did not her may, 1p the end, re- 
wisest man in England. For, can there by | fuse all our travels? And did not the Lord. 
any possible means be sent a harder message | Keeper, in her maj.’s presence, in the begin- 
to a council gathered together to serve Gad, | ning of the parl. shew this to be the occasion 
than ta sav, © You shall not seek to advanee | that we were called together? And did not 
the giory of God Tain of this opinion that | ber maj. in the end of the parl. refuse ail our 
there cannot be a more wicked message than | travels? Is not this known to ail here pre- 
i was.—Com. You may not speak against sent, and to all the Parliament-House also? 
messages, fur none sendeth them but the | I beseech yaur honours discharge your con- 
queen’s maj. Went. If the inessage be against | sciences herein, and utter your knowledge 
the glory of God, against the prince’s safety, | simply as Ido; for in truth herein her maj. 
or avainst the Liberty of this Pariiainent-House | did abuse her nobility and subjects, and did 
whereby tbe state 1s maintained, [neither may | oppose herself against thein by the way of ad- 
nor will ho'd my peace. I cannot in se doing } vice.—Coin, Surcly we cannot deny at; you 
discharge my conscience, whosoever doth send ; say the truth. Went. Then I besceeh your 
we And Tsay, that FP heartily repent me, for | honours shew me if it were not a dangerons 
that L have litherto held my peace in these | doing to her maj, in these 2 respects. 1st, in 
cause-, and [ do promise you all, if God ia weakemng, wounding, avd discouraging the 
| 
| 


gukcime not, that 1 will never, during life, | hearts of her maj.’s loving and faithful sub- 
hold iny tongue, if any message is sent, where- | jects, thereby to make them the less able or 
in God is dishonoured, the prince perilled, or | the more fearful and unwilling to serve her 
the Libertics of the parl, impeached; and! maj. another time. On the other side, was it 
every one 6f vou here present ought to repent | not a raising-up and encouraging the hearts 
vou of these faults, and to amend them.— | of her maj.’s hatetul enemies to adventure any 
Com. It ts no new precedent to have the | desperate enterrrize to her maj.’s pen! and 
prince to send messages. [Then were two or; danzer?—Com. We cannot deny but that it 
threc messages recited, sent by two or three | was very dangerous to her ma). in those re- 
punccs.] Went. Sirs, said I, vou do very evil. spects. Went. Then why do your honours 
to aliccige precedents in this order. You auzht | ask how I dare tell a truth, to give the queen 
10 alleuge good precedents to comtort and em- | warning to avoid her danger?—I answer you 
belden men in good doing, and evil precedents | thus, £ do thank the Lord my God, that I ne- 
to discourage snd ternty men to do evil.—j| ver fond fear in myself to give the queen's 
Com. But what meant you to make so hard maj. warning to avoid her danger; be you all 
Interpeciation of messages? Weat. Surely L; afraid thercof if you will, tor [ praise God I 
mervel what you mean by asking this question, | am not, and I hope never to live to see that 
Have I not said, so hard a message could not, day; and yet I will assure your honour, that 
have too burd an interpretation: and have I | 20 tines and more, when I walked in my 
not set down the rcason that moved me in my grounds, revolving this speech to prepare 
speech, that is to say, that for the receiving against this day, my own feartuk conceit did 
and accepting that message, God has poured say unto ine, that this speech would carry me 
so great mdynation upon us, that he put into ! to the place whither I shall now go, and fear 
the queen’s heart to refuse good. and whole- { would have moved me to have put it out; 
some laws for her own preservation; which i then I weighed whether in good conscience, 
caused many loving and faithful hearts, for | and the duty of a faithful subject, L might keep 
gricf, to burst out with sorrowful tears; and | myself out of prison, and not to waru my 
moved all Papists, traitors to God, to her maj. | prince frown walking in a dangeroas course; 
and to every good Christian govt. in their | my conscience said unto me, that I could not 
sleeves to laugh the whole Parliament-House | be a faithful subject, if I did more respect to 
to scorn, Have I not thus said? and do not | avoid my own danger than my prince’s das. 


yuur honours think it did so?—Com. Yes; ger. Here withal I-was made. bold, and went 


| 


| 


SS 
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forward as your honours heard; yet when I ( Tower, for bis offence, there to remain anil 
uttered those words in the house, that there such time as this house should have furthee 
was none without fault, no not our noble | consideration of him. And therenpon pumice 
queen; I paused and beheld all your counte- diately the said P. Wentworth, being brought 
nances, and saw plainly that those words did | to the bar by the serjcant, received his saad 


amaze you all; then I was afraid with you for 
company, and fear bade me to pat out those 


words that rollowed; for your countenances 


did assure me, that not one wy yuu we 


judgment accordingly, by the youth of mr. 
Speaker, form above recited. 
mr. Lieutenant of the Tower was presently 
auld stay | charged with the custody of the suid P. Went- 


And ¢0 


me of my journey; yet the consideration of worth2-—The atiair of his enlargement from 


a good conscience, and of a faithtul subject, 


did make me bold to ulter it ain such sort as 


the Tower, will appear in the sequel. 


On the same day, the house came to this 


ta honours heard; with this heart and mind resulution, That if any person, being a mem- 
spake M, and I praise God for it; and if it | ber of the same,.was Ginpiuyed in the service 
were to do again | would with the same mind | of embassage, or 1 execution, or visited with 


speak it again.—Com. Yea, but you night 
have uttered it in better terms: why did you 
notso? Went. Would you have me to have 


. 


sickness, he shall not lose his seat in the house, 
nor any other be clected for it, during such 
time of service, execution, OF sickness.” Alto» 


done as you of her maj.’s privy: council do, to | the lord Russel, son aad heir to the earl of 


utter a weighty matter 10 suc terms as she 

should not have understood? Yo have made a 
fault, then, it would have done her iiaj. no 
good, and my sntent was to do her gouil.— 

Com. You have answered us. Went. Then l 
aise God for it; and, as I made a courtesy, 


Bedlord, burgess tor Bridport, in the county 
Dorset, was ordered to cuntinuc a member o 
that house; notwithstanding the new-acquircd 
earldom of his father. 


Sir WW Mild:nay’s Sueech for « Subsidy. 


Feb. 10, Sir Walter Mildmay, Chancellor of 


mr, Seckford spake these words: Com. Mr. the Exchequer, on the motivn for a Grant of @ 
Wentworth wail never ackpowledge himself to Subsidy to her majesty, spoke us follows :— 


make a fault, nor say that he is sorry for any 
thing that he doth speak; you shall hear none 
of these things come out of his mouth. Went. 
Mr. Secktord, I will never confess that to be @ 
fault, to love the queen’s maj. while I live ; 
neither will I be sorry for giving her mnt). 
warning, to avoid danger, while the breath is 
in my body: if you do think ita fault to love 
her maj. or to be sorry that ber iaj. should 
have warning to avoid her danwer, say 905 for 
I cannot. Spesk tor yourself, inr. Seckford.” 
Mr. Weniaorth committed to the Lower.) 
Feb. 9th, Mr. ‘Treasurer, in the name of the 


Committee yesterday appointed for the Fx- now. ‘Touching ¢ 
nurant how that our most gracious Guecn, ak 


amination of Peter Wentworth, burgess for 


Mr. Speaker, “ That m the Leginving of this 
our meeting such matters as be of importance 
may be thought on ‘a time, Tam bold with 
your favours to move you of one that, mamy 
opinion, 1s both of moment and of necessity. 
To the end, WW yeu likewise find the same to 
be so, you may commit it further To the cunst-— 


deration of such as you shall think cosvenient. 
— And that you may the better judze of that 
which L shall propound, it is requisite chit 1 
put you iM remembrance, 4st, how Ube queen 
found the realm; next, bow she hath restcred 
and conscrved 10; aud, Sdly, how we stand 


he first, bo Iman Can be 13- 


Vregony, declared, ¢ That the said Committee | her entering, fuund this nabic realm, by reason 


did meet yesterday vn the afternoon, in the 
Star-Chamber, according to their Comission ; 
and their examining the said Peter Wentworth, 
concerning the violent and wicked words, Yes- 
terday pronounced by him, in this house, touch- 
ing the queen’s maj. nade 2 collection of the 
same words; which words so collected, the 
said P. Wentworth did acknowledge and con- 
fess. And then Jid the said mur. Treaserer 
read unto the house the said Note of coilec- 
tion; which being read, he declared further, 
‘hat the sad P. Wentworth being examined, 
what he could say for the extenuating of his 
snrid fault and oifence, could neither say any 
thing at all to that purpose, neither yet did | 
charge any other person as author of his said | 
speech, but did take all che burthen thereof | 
wnto himself.-—And the sail mr. Treasuier 
thereupon moved for his punishment, and mie { 
risonment in the Tower, as the house should | 
shrink good and consider of: whereupon, atter 
sundry disputations and speeches, It was OT- 


elered, upon the question, that the said P. Went- 
aw orth should be committed cluse prisoner Co ihe 


of the evil govt. preceeding, miscrably Over= 
wheimed with poperys danacrously afiicted 
with war, and grrevously loaded wih Debts; 
the burthen of which three cannot be re- 
membered without erich, especially if we call 
to mind how this hingdom, heing viterly de- 
livered from) the usurped tyranny of Rome. 
and that many years tocethers; was, never- 
theless, hy the iniquity of later time, brought 
back again into the former captivity, to Cie 
great tiraldom poth of body and soul of all 
the people of this land. A wretched time, 
and wretched ministers, tO bring lo pass so 
| wretched and wicked an act to strengthen this 
bondage uf Rome. We saw how there was 
brought lither a strong nation to press Our 
necks wei inte the yoke 5 termble this was 


to all the imbabstants of this land, and so 


. 


would have proved, if their abode had been 


here $0 long as was to be fearcd from them 5 
for hy their pecasion came the War that we 
entered mto with France avd Scotland, and 
not upon eny cuarrel of our own. but to help 


them forward to their creat advantage, and 


790] PARL. HISTORY, 18 Exrzapern. 1575. 


our great loss and shame; by means whereof, 
and of other disorders, the realm grew into 
great Debt both at home and abroad, and so 
was left, to the intolerable loss and charge of 
her maj. and the state. ‘The realm being thus 
miserably oppressed with Popery, with War, 
and with Debts, the queen, our isost gracious 
govereizn, hath tnus restored and conserved 
it; she hath delivered us from the tyrannous 
voke of Rome, and restored again the most 
holy relicion of the gospel, not slacking any 
time therein: but even, at the first, doing that 
which was for the honour of God, to the un- 
speakable joy of all good subjects.—But ad- 
venturing thereby the malice of the mighty 
princes of the world, her neighbours being 
enemies of our reliion ; whereby it did appear 
how much she preterred the glory of our God 
before her own quietness: this done, she made 
peace with France and Scotland, the one a 
mighty nation, the other, though not so po- 
tent, yet in regard of their nearness and of 
their habitation with us upon our continent, 
more dangerous: which may easily appear by 
consideration of former Uines, wherein it hat 

been scen bow dangerous Scottish wars have 
proved to this realm above those of any other 
nation, But such hath been the Providence 
of our gracious Queen, as the Peace with 
Scotland, which, in times past was found very 
tickle, is now become so firm as in no age 
there hath been so lung and so good peace 
between them and us.—And that is brought to 
pass the rather forthather maj. by two notable 
exploits with her forces, fhe one to Leith, and 
another to Edinburgh-Castle, hath both quicted 
that realm, and taken away all occasions of 
hostility that might arise against this country; 
also by the first delivering Scotland from the 
Trench which had so great a footing there, as, 
without aid from hence they must needs in 
short time have tyraunized over that countr 

to their perpetual servitude, and to the penl 
alsa of this country, being so near them, and 
they so ill neighbours to dwell by. And by 
the 2d, ending and putting out the tire of the 
civil wars amongst thei, to the preservation 
of their youny king, and the perpetual quiet- 
ness of that realm, both which as thev have 
broucht unto her maj. great and nnmortal ho- 
neur and renown, and to this country and 
that, peace and surety: so you cannot but 
think therewith upon the Charges which ne- 
cessarily follow two such jourmies turmshed by 
lund and sea, as forthe atchieving of so great 
enterprises was requisite, What her may. hath 
done besides, for the suppressing of a din- 
gceruus and unnatural Rebellion practised by 
the Pope, the most principal and inalicious 


‘cuemy of this state, and put in ure by certain 


undutiful subjects in the north parts of this 
realm, was scen so late, even in your view, 
as it needeth not to be remembered; neither 
the Charge that belongeth to # matter of such 
iinportance, as did threaten the utter run 
to our most gracious sovercizn, and to all 
the people of this land, af God, of his 
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mercy, had not prevented it.—Notwithstand-« 
ing all which costly journies, both into 
Scotland and within the realm, her majesty 
hath most careiully and providently deli- 
| vered this kingdoin trom a great and weighty 
| debt, wherewith it hath been long burthened. 
A Debt begun 4 years, at least, before the 
death of Henry VILE. and not cleared until 
within these 2 years; and all that while runs 
ning upon interest; a course able to eat up 
not only private men and their patrimonies, 
but also princes and their estates; but such 
hath been the care of this time, as her maj. 
| and the state is clearly freed from that eating 
| corrosive; the truth whereof may be testified 
by the citizens ot London, whose bonds, under 
| the common-seal of the city, of assurance of 
payvinent being usually given and renewed, and 
which have hanged so many ycars to their 
great danger, aud to the peril of the whole 
trathck, are now all discharzed, cancelled, and 
delivered into the Chamber of London, to 
their own hands. By means whereof the 
realm is not only acquitted of this great bur- 
then, and the merchants free, but also her 
inaj.’s credit thereby both at home and abroad 
greater than any other prince for money, if 
she have need; and so in reason it ought to 
be, for that she hath kept promise to all men, 
wherein other princes have often failed to the 
hindrance of many. Lastly, for this point 
how the Justice of this realm is preserved and 
ministered to her people, by her maj,.’s politi- 
cal and just vovt. is so well known to all men, 
as our cnemies are driven to contess that jus- 
tice, which is the band of all commonwealths, 
doth so tie and luk together all degrees of 
persons within this land, as there is suffered 
here no vivlence, no oppression, no respect of 
persons.in judgment; but ‘ jus equabile’ used 
to all inditferently. AIL which godly, provi- 
dent and wise acts in govt. have brought forth 
these eifects that we be in peace, and all our 
neighbours in war; that we be in quietness at 
home, and safe enough trom troubles abroad; 
that we live in wealth and all prosperity, and 
that which is the greatest, we enjoy the free- 
doin of our conscicnces delivered from the 
bondage of Rome, wherewith we were su lately 
oppressed. And thus we stand.—But for alb 
this as wisc mariners in calm weather do most 
diligently prepare their tackles, and provide 
to withstand attempts that may happen: ever 
so in this our blessed time of peace that we 
enjoy, by the blessing of God, through the 
inipistry of her maj. we ought m time to make 
provision to prevent any storm that may arise 
either here or abroad ; and neither to be too 
carcless or negligent, but think that the tail of 
these storms, which are su bitter and so buis- 
terous in other countries, may reach us also 
betore they be ended ; especially if we do not 
forget the hatred that is born us by the adver- 
sary of our religion both for our profession, 
and jor that this realin is also a merciful sane 
| tuary tor such pvor christians as fly hither tor 
'succour; so as Low une of the most principal 
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cares that we ought to take in this great coun- 
cil of the reali 1s both to consider aforehand 
the dangers that may come by the malice of 
enemies, and tg provide in time how to resist 
them; and seeing that by those great occa- 
sions which I have remembered, you can easily 
Onderstand bow .low her maj.’s coffers. arc 
brought, itis our parts frankly and willingly to 
offer unto her maj. such # contribution as shall 
be able to restore the same again, in such sort 

as she may be sufficiently furnished of treasure 

to put in order, and maitain her forces by 

land and sea, to answer any thing that shail 
be attempted against her and us: and lest it 
might seem strange to some that her maj. 
should want this, some cunsideving that not 
long sithence aid was granted by the realm: to 
that | answer, that albeit her maj. is not to 
yield an account how she spendeth her trea- 
aure; yet, tor your satistactuons, I will let you 
yuderstand such things as are very true, aud 
which I dare athrm, having more knowledge 
thereof than some other, in respect of the place 
I hold in her maj.’s service.—First, how fa- 
vourable the Taxations of Subsidies be through 
the whole realm cannet be unknown to aay; 
whereby far less cometh to her mnaj.’s coffers 
than by the law is granted, a matter now drawn 
to be so usual as it is hard to be retormed. 
Next, the Clearing of all Debts that run upon 
Interest, to the imsupportable charge of tlic 
realm. Thirdly, the Charge in Suppressing 
the Rebellion inthe north. Fourthly, the tree 
and honourable Repayment of the last Loans, 
the like whereof was nut seen before. Fituly, 
the Journey to Edinburgh-Castle for the quict- 
ing of .that country and this. And lastly, the 
great and continual Charges in Trelund, by the 
evil disposition of the peuple there; all which 
could not have been pertorined by the ‘last 
aid, except it had pleased her maj. to spare, 
out of her own revenues, grcat sums of monev 
for the supplying of that which lacked, where- 
in she more respected the reali than her own 
particular estate; living, as you see, in most 
temperate manner, without either building or 
other superfluous thirss of pleasure; and like 
as these be causes sutticient to move you to 
devise how these wants may be repaired, so 
vou ought the rather to do it, for that her ma). 
lacketh and cannot have, without great incon- 
venience, those helps, which, in the times of 
her father, her brother and sister, were used ; 
as the Abasing of Coin, which brought infinite 
sums to them, but wrought great damage to the 
realm, which we yet, feel ; and should do 
more, had not her maj. to her perpetual fame, 
restored the same agnin, so much as the 
time ,could suffer. The Sale of Lands, 
whereof care also very great suns of mo- 
ney, but that is not hereatter to be used; 
saving that by the same the revenues of the 
crown are greatly diminisbed, which it cannot 
more bear, the Berea i of Money upon in- 
terest, the burthen whereof the realm hath 
feit so heavy, as that is never nore to be done, 
if by any means it may be avoided. And yet, 

Vor. 1. 
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notwithstanding all those helps, it is apparent 
that Subsidies were continually granted in those 
times; if so then, much more so now. Besides 
War and other extraordinary Charges which 
may happen, her maj.’s very ordinary Charzes, 
which she cannot but sustain, are far greater, 
by dearth of prices and other occasions, than 
in any other prince’s days; as you may see by 
the ordinary and anuual Charges of the House- 
hold, the Navy, the Ordnance, the Armory, 
the. Garrison of Berwick, the standing Gurri+ 
son and Officers within the reali of Ireland. 
And whether these are like to be more costly 
to her maj. than in former times, in respect of 
the prices of all things, let every man judge 
by the experience he hath of his private ex 
pences.—I trust these few things may suffice 
to remember us how her maj. found the realm, 
how she hath restored and preserved it, and 
how the present state is now; and therewith 
all may serve as reasons sutlicient to persuade 
us to deal in this necessary cause, as her maj. 
being the head of the commonwealth, be not 
unturnished of that which will be suthcient to 
maintain both herself and us against the pri 
vate or open malice of enemics; wherein let 
us so proceed as her maj. may find how much 
we think ourselves bound to God, that hath 
given us so gracious a queen overus; and shew 
thereby also such gratitude towards her, as 
she may perform the course ot her govt. § cum. 
alacritate.’ This spcech ended, a committee 
was iminediately appointed to draw up a bill 
tor a Subsidy. 

dhe Queens Message for mr. Wentworth’s 
eee March12, Cliristopher Hatton, esq 
Captain of the Band of Pensioners, reported 
to the house, “ that whereas a member of the 
same, on the 1st day of this session, Feb. 8th, 
had, in a set specch, uttered divers offensive 
matters against her maj. and for the same had 
been committed prisoner to the Tower by that 
house; yet her maj. was graciously pleased to 
remit her justly occasioned displeasure for the 
said offence; and to refer the enlargement of 
the party to the house.” Which message was 
most thanktully accepted of by the whole 
house. Atterwards, 

Sir Walter Mildmay, Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, rose and spoke as tullows: “ Mr. 
Speaker; I think that by this whole action, 
and by her maj.’s dealing in thiscause, we had 
just occasion to consider these 3 things: 1, her 
Ma).’s good and clement Nature. 2, her Ree 
spect tous. And, 3, our Duty towards her. 
‘Youching the ist, that sovereign princes, placed 
by God, are to be honoured with all humble 
and dutuful reverence, both in word and deed, 
especially if they be good and virtuous, such 
as Our most gracious sovereign 183; a princess 
that hath governed this realm so many years, 


1575.— Mr. Wentzorti’s Discharge: 


so quietly, so justly, and providently; which, ° 


being true, a3 nO man can deny, then see how 

great an offence this was, to reprove so good 

and gracious @ queen so unjustly, and that to 

be done not by any cominon person: abroad, 

hut ty a member of this house; aad net im 
3 ; 


“ 
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fny private or secret place, but openly in this 
most hon. assembly of the parl. bemg the 
highest court and council of the realm. And 
therehy see also her most gracious und good 
nature, that so mercitully and so easily can 
remit so great an offence; athing rarely found 
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in princes of so great estate, that use common- 


Jy to think themselves touched in honour, if 
they should pass over sinaller myuries so 
hyhtly. ‘The greater is her maj.’s commenda- 
tion, and the inore are we bound to thank 
God for her.—2ndly, we may see what gras 
cious Respect her maj. had to us, that not 
withstanding the just cause that was given 
‘her to punish severely so great un offence ; 
yet the favour that she had conceived towards 
us, proceeding from the just trial of our dutiful 
affections towards her, had so qualilied her 
displeasure, as she was contented, for our 
sakes, to pardon the whole; and that so free- 
ly, as she would not, at any time, think of it 
ngain, for those were her words; a marvel- 
Jous grace towards us, and never hereafter, on 
our parts to be forgotten: the rather for that 
the same proceedcd merely trom herself, 
thereby preventing the suit, which we, im all 
humbleness, might have made unto her. 
Srdly, that for so gracious a dealing, it was 
our bounden Duties to yield unto her maj. our 
most humble and hearty thanks, and to be- 
secch Almighty God to cnlarge her days as 
the only stay of our felicity; and not only so, 
but to learn also, by this example, how to be- 
have ourselves hereafter: and not under the 
pretence of Liberty to forget our bounden 
duty to so gracious a queen: true it is, that 
nothing can be well concluded in a council 
where there is not allowed, in debating of 
causes brought in, Deliberation, Liberty, and 
Freedom of Speech; otherwise, if in consulta- 
tion men be either interrupted or terrified, so 
as they cannot, nor dare not, speak their opi- 
nious freely, like as that council cannot but 
be reputed for a servile council; even so all 
the proceedings therein shall be rather to sa- 
tisty the wills of a few, than to determine that 
which shall be just and reasonable. But 
herein we may not forget to puta ditterence 
between Liberty of Speech and_licentious 
Speech; for by the one men deliver their opi- 
niuns treely, and with this caution, that all be 
spoken, pertinently, modestly, reverently, and 
disercetly; the other contrariwise uttereth all 
impertivently, rashly, arroguutly, and irreve- 
ruitly, without respect of person, tine, or 
place: und though Freedom of Speech hath 
always been used in this great council of par. 


und is a thing most necessary to be preserved” 


Ainongst us; yet the same was never, nor 
ought to be, extended sv far, as though a man 
in. this bouse inay speak what and of whoin he 
fist. ‘Phe contrary whereof, both in our own 
days and in the days of our predecessors, by 


the punishtaent of such inconsiderate and dis- - 


orderly spealers, hath appeared. And so to 
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lest that in forgetting our duties so far, we may 
sive just cause to our ious sovercign to 
think that this her clemency hath gaven occa- 
sion of further boldness; and thereby so much 
grieve and provoke her, as contrary to her 
most gracious and mild consideration, she be 
constrained to change her natural clemency 
into necessary and just severity; thing that 
I trust shall neyer happen amongst wise and 
dutitul men, sich a> the members of this house 
are thought always to be.” . 

The Speaker reconnvends it to the Queen to 
marry.) A monon had been made in the 
Cominons this session, on the old topic of 
pressing the Queen to marry; but the house 
did not think proper to venture another peti- 
tion unit; but ayvrecd, that at the conclusion 
of the session, the Speaker should move her 
maj. ‘about it. Accordingly, on May 14th, 
we are told, thet in the afternoon, the Queen 
came to the House of Lords, where their 
Speaker, Robert Bell, esq. presented the - bill 
of one Subsidy, and two 15ths and 10ths: the 
particulars of which, being omitted by the 
clerk, are supplied by sir Symonds D’Ewes; 
who tells us, “ that the Spenker’s speech was 
to the following etlect: 1st, he-spoke touching 
sundry kinds of govt. which had been in this 
kingdoms: and so drew bis discourse to the 
present time. Then he muadé a large enume- 
ration of her maj.’s many virties, and of the 
many benctits which the kingdom received by 
her gricious govt, After which he proceeded 
humbly to petition her maj. to make the king- 
dom further happy in her Marnage, that so 
they night hope tor a continual Succession ot 
those bencfits in her posterity. To which, 
having added a compendious relation of such 
acts as had passed tue House of Commons, he 
concluded with the presentation of the bill of 
Subsidy, in their names, unto her maj.” - 

The Lord Keeper's Speech at the close of the 
Session.] After which, the Lord Keeper, by 
her Maj.’s commandment, answered as fol- 
loweth :— Mr, Speaker; The queen’s maj. 
our most dread and gracious sévercign lady, 
hath heard and doth very well understand your 
oration, full of good-will and matter. ‘he sum 
thereof may be reduced into 5 ¢, whereof 
the 1st containeth a discourse of sundry kinds 
of Governinent, from the beginning until this 
time. The 2nd, the Commendations of her 
Majesty’s Virtues, and of her great and gra- 
cious govt. from the beginning, with a remem- 
brance of her highness’s bountiful benefits. 
The 3rd, concerning the humble and earnest 
Petition moving her maj. to marry. ‘The 4th 
is a Declaration of Laws past in the Lower 
House, with an humble suit for her highness’s 
royal assent to be given unto the same. .The 
5th and last, concerning a presentation of the 
Subsidy granted in this sessiun.—As concern- 
ing the 1st, which containeth the discourse of 
sundry kinds of Governments, I sce not that 
(his ume and place doth require any answer to 


return, let this serve us for an example, to bes | be given unto it other than this ; that you, mr. 
ware that we uiicud not m the like bereatter, ; Speaker, are much to be commended for your 
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diligent collecting, and also for the apt com- 
paring of the Jast part of the same.---And as to 
the 2nd, which concerneth the Cummenda- 
tions of her Majesty's great Virtues and good 
Government, with the Remembrance of the | 
manitold benefits that you have received at her 
maj.’3 hand, her hiztiness hath commanded me 
to say unto you, that she wisheth of God with 
all her beart, that all ‘those royal virtues and 
principal parts, together with ae great gilts of 
gracious govt. that you make mecntion or, were 
so perfectly planted in her, as best might serve 
to the muintenance of God’s glory, from whom, 
her may. confesseth all goodness to proceed ; 
and best also might serve for the good gover- 
nance of you her good, loving and obedient sub- 
Jects; and withal, prayeth you with her, and for 
her, to vive God hearty thanks for those virtues 
and graces that it hath pleased him to bless her 
withal; and also to pray for the continuance 
of them with such increuse, as shall best like 
his Divine Majesty. And besides this, I may, 
and dare certainly affirm unto you, by her 
maj.'s own mouth, that if the virtues of all the 
princes in Europe were united within her high-- 
ness’s breast, she should gladly employ the 
saine tu the best of her power about the good 
governance of you, that be so good and loving 
unto her; so great is her highness good will 
and inward affection toward you. Again truc 
it is, that these your loving and reverend con- 
ceivings of the virtuous and gracious govt. of 
your sovereign, is taken by her maj, in very 
thankful part, asa special and peculiar pro- 
perty pertaining to faithful and loving sub- 
jects; neither will her highness a¢init of any 
yccasion that may move you to conccive other- 
wise than you have: neither do I think that 
any man can devise any more ready, ar any 
Iaore strong persuasion to move a princely na- 
ture to be such towards her subjects us they 
ean wish, than by such good, reverend, and 
loving conception and conceiving remembered 
by you. ‘To conclude, as touching this point, 
Tam to affirm unto you from her ma), that 
she taketh your proceedings in the parl, both 
in the midst, rh also mm the ending, so gra- 
ciously, and in so thankful part, th-ut if both 
parts aud nature did concur in me abundantly 
to muke me eloquent (us neither of them do) 
yet I am sure, I were not abie to set forth this 
point according to her highness’s desire, or to 
the worthiness of it. And for the more inani- 
fest declaration of this, and af the great good- 
liking her maj. hath conceived of you that be 
of this pari. her highness ineaicth not to deter- 
mine the same, but ta prorogue it until the 
next winter, And as to copnizunce and recog- 
nizance of Benefits, her maj.’s pleasure is, that 
I should declare unto you, that there is none 
of these Benefit received by you, but she wish- 
eth them treble in number, and quadruple in 
greatness and goodness. And further, her high- 
ness thinketh that the: faithful recoguiziug of 
Benefits received, is one of the greutest satis- 
factions that a subject can make to his so- 
vereign for them And as te the 3rd, which 
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concerneth your humble earnest Petition, it 
proceedeth trom your inward ailcctions aud 
benevolent ininds, founded upon the great good 
opinion that you have conccived af her ma).’s 
most gracivus govt, over you, accordiug to the 
declaration made by you, a matter greatly 
moving her maj. the rather to allow of your, 
Petition—The second Note importeth yet 
nore than this; for therein she conceiveth that 
this great goud opinion of this happy govt. 1s 
not conceived by you, as it appearcth by your . 
own declarations, upon any sudden ground or 
cause, but bath grawn upon the consideration 
of her highness’s governance during the reign, 
of 17 years naw past: whereby it is evident, 
that this is asettled and cunstant opinion of 
yours, and therefore much the more moving 
her maj. to give a gracious ear untu this your 
Petition.«-And yet the third Note exceedeth 
the other two former; fur in this Note. she 
conceiveth the abundance of your inward af- 
fection grounded upon her goud governance of 
you to be su great, that it duth uot only cons 
j. reign and govern 
over you, but also you desire, that sume 
proceeding from her mayj.’s body might by a 
perpetual succession reigu over your posterity 
also: a matter greatly ta move her maj. (she 
saith) to incline to this your suit, Besides her 
highness is not unmindtul of all the benehts 
that will grow to the realm by such Marriage ; 
neither duth she forget any perils that are like 
to grow for want thereof, All which matters 
considered, her maj, willed ine to say, that al- 
beit of her own natural disposition she is not 
disposed or inclined to Marriage, neither could 
she cver marry were she a private person ; yet 
for vaur sakes and the benetit of the real, sie 
is contented to dispose and inghuce berselt ta, 
the satistactinn of your bumble petition, sa 
that all things convenient may concur that be 
meet for such a Marriage; whercot there be 
very many, some touching the state of her 
most royal person, some touching the person. 
of him whom God shall join, some touclia. 
ing the state of the whole realm: these 
things concurring and considered, her majesty 
hath assented (as is before remembered.) And 
thus much tonching this matter-——As to the 
4th part, which concerneth a Declaration of 
the ee passed in the sessian, whereunta, 
you do pray that her maj, would give her royak 
assent, her maj, bath commended your travel} 
and pains taken in devising of these laws, your 
considerations and carefulness in debating and 
consulting, and your judgments and determia 
nations in concluding and passing of the same 5 
and meaneth to give her royal assent to so 
many of them as her maj. sball think weet and. 
convenient to pass at this time, But here I 
am to remember you, that this 1s not all that 
her highness requireth in this point; for she ig 
desirous that the great travels, pains, and great 
charges employed about the making of these. 
laws should not be lost, neither ber maj.’s, 
royal assent granted in vain; which must neces, 
come to pass, except sou look better ta 
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the execution of laws than heretofore you 
have done; it were much better to have no 
new Jaws made at all, than to have Jaws not 
executed: for the former doth but leave us im 
the state we were in beture the making of the 


new laws; but not to execute them, is to breed 
a contempt of laws and law-imakers, and of 


all magistrates, which is the mother and nurse ! 


of disobedience; and what she breedeth and 


bringcth forth, I leave to you to judge.—Now | 


this offence of not executing of laws growing 
so great, it resteth to sce in whose default this 
is, a.d who ought to have the burthen of it. 
First, certain it 13, that her maj. leaveth no- 
thing undone meet for her to do for the exccu- 
tion of laws; fur 1st, she maketh choice of 
persons of most credit and best understanding 
throughout the whole realm, to whom for. the 
great trust and fidelity that she reposcth in 
them, she giveth authority by commission, to 
execute a great part of those laws, who also hy 
oath be bound to perform the same. Besides, 
the most special and needful Jaws her highness 
causeth to be proclaimed and published unto 
her people; as over this also (Jest men should 
be forgettul of their duties) she catscth a num- 
ber of her justices to be called into public 
place, aud there to be exhorted and adinonish- 
ed in her maj.’s name to sce the exccution of 
her laws; and what here can be more devised 
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hath commanded me tp say unto you, wa 
that grant is a manifest declaration by deeds o 
that which before was declured by words: Jor 
how could such a grant be made, and in such 
manner granted, and by such persons, but that 
of necessity it must proceed from the benevo- 
Jent minds and hearty affections of such loving 
subjects as are before remembered? True it 
is, that her maj. in these your doings bath 
noted 3 things especially and principally, every 
of them tending much to the setting forth of 
your benevolence. The 1st, who it Is that, 
granted; the 2nd, the manner of granting; 
the 3rd, what it was thatis granted. As to 
the 4st, her insj, cannot forget, how ths grant 
procecded from the carnest affections and hearty. 
good wills of her loving and obedient subjects. 
Wherefore her maj. maketh greater account 
thercof than 10 subsidies, ayd so she com- 
manded me to say unto you. Again, her ma). 
remmembreth very well, that this grant was. 
made not by subjects that never did the 
like before, but by subjects that have been, 
and continued to be ready from tine to time,, 
to contribute towards the uecessary charges 
and defence of the realm; which doth greatly 
cominend and set forth, she saith, this great 
benevolence of yours. And as to the 2nd, 
which is, the manner of granting, ber highness 
noteth 2 things especially; the one is univer- 


tor her mn}. to do? Surely, in my opinion, no- , sality of consent; and can there be a more 


thing.—Then falleth it out necessarily and con- 
seyuently, that the burthen of all these enor- 
mitics, absurdities and inischiefs that do grow 
in the commonwealth for not executing of 
laws, must Jight upon those persons that have 
authority from her maj. to execute them and 
do it not: which is a burthen over heavy for 
any to bear, being justly charged. For the 
gvoiding of this therefore, methinks, men be- 
ing thus remembered, ought to seek with all 
diligence, and endeavour to satisfy for their 
negligence, and uncarelulness past; which if 
"they shall forget to do, her maj. shall be then 
driven, clean contrary to her most gracjous na- 
ture and inclination, to appoint and assign pe 
vate men, for profit and vain sake, to see her 
ee laws to he executed. The course which 
itherto her maj. hath taken, hath been, to 
have her laws executed by men of credit and 
estimation for the love of justice, uprightly and 
indifferently; but if they shall refuse so to do, 
forcetting their duty to God, sovereign and 
country, then of necessity, rather than the laws 
should be unexecuted, her maj. shall be driven, 
_J suy, to commit the execution of them to 
those, who in respect of profit and gain, will 
sec them cxecuted with all extremity. Aad 
what a burthen that will bring to the common- 
weal, I leave it to your consideration: But it 
18 to be hoped, that if the respects before re- 
membered, will not move you to sce better to 
your charge; yet the fear of this great incon- 
veniency should constrain men that be in com- 
mission to took to the better execution of 
Jaws.—Now as to the 5th and last part, which 
ncerneth the Grant of a Subsidy, her maj. 
: ° ° “ ‘ eo eet 7s 


universal consent thon when all are and 
none denying as this was? Nay, her highness 
knoweth that, before her tine, these mannct 
of grants passed not but with a great persua- 
tion and many difficulties; whereas this was 
frankly offered without any persuasion or dil- 
ficulty at all, The other is the readiness of 
granting. Itis written of benevolence, ¢ bis 
dat qui cito dat,’ which her maj. saith, may be 
justly applicd to these your eae eteenec ee Aud 
to the 3rd, which is the thing granted; she 
taketh it to be as liberal as any heretofore 
hath been granted; and therefore hath com- 
manded me to yield unto you her most hearty 
condien thanks, and enna: to let you under- 
stand, that she is as willing and desirous to 
give you this whole subsidy again, as vou have. 
been willing to grant it, ifthe necessisy of the 
realm and your surety would suifer it. And 
this much tonching the granting of the sub- 
sidv.—Now as to the due and true exccuuon 
of the same, I am to exhort and also to admo- 
nish you, and‘yet it may be probably said, 
that persons that have thus bountifully and, 
readily made this grant, wherein and whereby 
their benevolent minds and hearty affections 
have been so manifestly declared in granting, 
that to these persons neither admonishments 
nor exhortations are duc for the true exccut- 
ing of that grant, no more than a spur is to & 
horse, that runneth as swifily as hé can. Al 
beit this argument in reason carricth proba- 
bility and likelihood with it; yet former expe- 
nence hath taught that these grants have uot 
been so duly and truly executed, as they have 
been benevolently granted,” 
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Fhe Queen having passed all the acts, th 

rl. was gdjouried io in next day; ee 

iH afternoon, her maj. came again to the 

house, and the Lord Keeper, by her command, 

\prorogued this ak to the 5th of Noy. next. 
u 


A List of the 


blic Acts passed iv this ses- 


sion will be found at the end of the present 


reign. 


Lhe same Parl, meet again after 24 Pruroga- 


tions. | 


On the 16th of Jan. 1580, the same 


parl. inet once more at Westminster, after 24 
prorogations. ‘The State of the Peerage, as it 
stood at this time, was as fullows :— ; 


Names of the Peers summoned to this Parl. 


Wm. Cecil, lord Bur- 
‘leigh, Lord High 
Treasurer, &c. 
Wm. marq. of Win- 
chester , 
Edw. earl of Lincoln, 
lord high-adimiral of 
England 
Edw. earl of Oxford, 
lord great Chamber- 
lain 
Tho. earl of Sussex, 
chamberlain of the 
household 
Philip, c. of Arundele 
Hen. e. of Northumb. 
Geo. e. of Shrewsbury 
Henry, earl of Kent 
Henry, earl of Derby 
Wm. carl of Worcester 
Edw. earl of Rutland 
Geo. e. of Cumberland 
Hen. e. of Huntingdon 
Wm. earl of Bath 
Abrose, earl of War- 
wick 
Hen.e.ofSouthampton 
Francis, e. of Bedford 
Henry, e. of Pembroke 
Edw. earl of Hertford 
Rob. earl of Leicester 
Tho. visc. Montague 
Tho. visc: Howard of 
Byndon 
Hen. Nevile, lord Ber- 
' gavenny 
George Youchet, lord 
Audicy 
Peregrine Bettie, lord 
Willoughby of E- 
resby 
Edward Parker, lord 
Morley 
Geo. Fiennes,]d.Dacre 
Wm.Brooke, lordCob- 


bam 
Edw. lord Stafford 
Arthur lord Grey of 
‘Wilton 


Henry lord Scrope of 
Bolton 
Edw. lord Sutton of 
Dudley 
John Nevile, lord La- 
timer 
Jo.Lumley, Id. Lumley 
John lord Stourton 
Cuthbert lord Ogle 
James Blount, lord 
Mountjoy 
JohnDarcie, ld. Darcie 
William Stanley, lord 
Moutevle 
William lord Sands 
William lord Vaux of 
Harrowden 
Frederick Id. Windsor 
Tho. lord Wentworth 
of Nettlested 
Thomas lord Brough 
Wm. Paulet, lord St. 
John of Basing 
Lewis lord Mordaunt 
Henry lord Cromwell 
William lord Evers 
Philip lord Wharton 
Robert lord Riche 
Charles lord Willough- 
by of: Parham 
Thomas lord Paget 
John lord Darcie of 
Chich. | 
Ch. lord Howard of 
Effingham 
Roger lord North 
Giles Bruges ld. Chan- 
dois 
I]. Carey, Id. Hunsdon 
Oliver ford St. Jolin 
of Bletso 
Thomas Sackvile lord 
’ Buckhurst 
William West lord de 
la Ware 
Henry lord Cheney of 
Toddington 
Henry lord Norrys of 
“Rycot 


Proceedings on the Death of the Speaker.} 
In consequence of the death of their Speaker, 
the Commons could not proceed to, bysiness. 


-and their old bill with it. 


[ew 


Accordingly, a loug represcatation is entcred 
iu the Lords Journals, ** concerning a great 
defect in the other house, for want of sir Rob. 
Beil, kt. lord chief baron of the exchequer, 
their mouth and Speaker, Jately dead. But 
that they finding good divection what to do, by 
a former precedent, ia sessivn of parl. holdea 
Sept. 30th, in the 5th, year of her reign, had 
appuinted sir F. jineiics, kt. treasurer of the 
queen's household ; sir Js. Crofts, cuinptrollers 
sir Fr. Walsingham, and de. Wilson, secretaries 
of state; sir Walter Mildigay, kt. chancellor 
of the exchequer; with several others, in the. 
naive of the whole, to go and wait upon the 
lord chance, and the Lorda, and request their 
aid and assistance jor intimation of the matter 
to her maj.—Then the lord chanc. first desi-.- 
rug this committee to withdraw awhile, ac-- 
quainted that house with the Petiuun of the 
Commouns; who, atter due consideration of 
the premises, thought proper to appoint such 
of the Lords as were of the privy-council,: 
with the marg. ef Waiuchester and the earl of 
Arundele, to go along with a select number of 
the Cominons, to represent this cuse to the - 

ueen.” The house was then adjourned to 
ale 18th: on which day it is entered, that the 
lord chance. produced a Commission from the - 
Queen under the broad scal, whereby he was 
authoriged to call the Coumons betore him,: 
and to will and command them to repair to 
their accustomed place, and choose another. 
Speaker. But nuthing more ig entered in the 
Lords Journals relative to this matter, 

Feb. 6, a bill was brought into the Lords, to 
oblige all persons whatsoever to come to 
Church, hear Divine Service, and receive the 
Sacrament. But it was dropped atter’ the: 
first readiug. ; 

A Subsidy granted.| March 2d, a bill was 
sent up by the Comiuns, tur granting a Sup-- 
ply to her maj. of a Subsidy, two 15ths and LOths, 
which passed the Lords on the 8th. 

A Dijjerence between the To Houses.| A. 
bill passed the Lords, for forti’ying the Bors 
ders towards Scotland, whigh was sent down to’ 
the Commons, who, on the 8th of March, sent: 
up anew billto the Lords, to the same purposey 
On which this res 
markablo entry is made in their Journals: 
“ This day the Coinmons seat up a new bill,? 
‘ For fortitying the Borders towards Scotland,” 
and withal, returned a former bill, which tne: 
Lords, with great deliberation, had passed, 
and sent down before, with the same title. 
Which course the Lords thought te be both 
derogatory to the superiority of the place, and — 
contrary to the antient course of both houses.’ 
And, as they disjked this disorder, so it was 
their picasure, that this their misliking should 
be entercd in the records of parl, lest so evil 
an example might berealter be used asa pre- 
cedent.” This is one of the first instances we 
have yet met with, of any material dispute be- 
tween the two houses. Whether they had’ 
any conterence to settle this affair is uncertain 


by the Lord’s Journal; bus we find, that on. 


a 
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the 10th, the new bill was read a first time by 
the Lords, and passed that house on the 15th, 
with certain amendments, which were agreed 
to by the Commons. 

Causes of Appeal, between party and party, 
came now to be tried at the bar of the House 
of Lords, and entered in their Journal. In 
this session, there is a long memorandum made 
of a Cause between the mara. of Winchester, 
his lady, and one Mr. Oughtred ; which at last 
was reterred- to a committce of Lords, chosen 
by the pasties themselves, for their dctermi- 
Ration. 

A ncw Speaker elected.}] The Journals of 
the Commons begin this session, with a long 
eutry, relating to the death of their Speaker, 
and the eicction of a new one. But as this 
was purely matter of form, we pass It over. 
Johu Popham, esq. her majesty’s solicitor-ge- 
neral, having been chosen Speaker, in the 
room of sir Rob. Bell, deceased; he was pre- 
sented, and confirmed by the queen, on the 
20th of Jau. with the usual ceremomes. But 
what is very remarkable, the Lord Chancellor, 
in his Answer to the Speaker, when he claim- 
ed the accustomed privileges of the house, 
gave bim this admoniuon: “ That the House 
of Cammons should not deal or interineddle 
with any matters touching her Majesty’s Per- 
son or Estate, or Church-government.” 

Lhe Commons appoint a Fast, by their awn 
Authority.) Jan. @ist, Mr, Paul Wentworth 
made a motion, for a public Fast, and daily 
Preaching. ‘ The fast to be appointed upon 
some one certain day, but the preaching to be 
every marning before the house did sit. That 
so, they besinning their proceedings, with the 
service ax) worship of God, he might the bet- 
ter bless them in all their consultations and 
actions.” This motion occasioned a warm 
debate, and many specches, we are told, were 
made, pro and con, about it, It is not said 
what any of their arguments wore, only that 
sir Fs. Knolles, treasurer; mr. Tho. Crom- 
well, and mr. Alford, spoke against the mo- 
tion; and mr. Cook, mr. Sec, Wilson, and 
ror. Serjcant Flowerden, for it. Mr. Norton 
also shewed precedents, that there had heen 
Fusts in London, appointed only by the caun- 
cil. By which, says the Journalist, he seemed 
to infer, that a parl. ought the rather to do it. 
However, the house being divided about this 
Matter, it was put to the question, when 115 
voices were for, and 100 against it. This Paul 
Wentworth was brother to Peter, who began 
the last session with a Speech on the Liberty 
of Parliaments, (See p. 781.) Qn the Reso- 
lution aforesaid, g Fast was appointed to be 
kept, in the Temple-church, on the 29th of 
Jan, there to assemble and ‘meet together, to 
hear preaching, and join in prayer, humilia- 
tion, and fasting, &c. Jan. 24th the follow- 
lag entry is made in the Journals : 

Mr. Speaker declarcd himself, for his own 
part, to be very sorry for the error that hap- 

ned here in this house upon Saturday last, 
12 resalving to bave a public Fast; and shew- 
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eth her maj.’s great misliking of the proceeding 
of this house therein, declaring it to fall out im 
such sort as he before did fear it would do; and, 
advising the house to a submission in that be- 
half, further moved them to bestow their time 
and endeavour hereafter, during the session, in 
matters proper and pertinent for this house to 
deal in, and to omit all superfluous and on- 
necessary motions and arguments, with all due 
regard and consideration to the order of the 
house. 

Mr. Vice-Chamberluin declaring a Message 
froin her maj. to this whole house, by her hi h- 
ness’s commandment shewed unto them her 
great admiration of the razlness of this house, 
in committing such an apparent eontempt 
against her maj.’s express commandment, very 
lately before, delivered unto the whole house 
by the lord chance. in her highcss’s nume, as 
to attempt and put in execution, such an in- 
novation as the same Fast, without her maj.’s 
privity aud pleasure first known; blaming first 
the whole house, aud then mr. Speaker; and 
declaring her maj.’s protestation for the allow- 
ing of fasting and prayer, with the use and ex- 
creise thercof in her own person; but repro- 
ving the u:dutiful proceeding of this house, as 
azainst the duty of subjects, did nevertheless, 
very eloquently and ampls, set forth her maj.’s 
most hon. and good acceptation of the zeal, 
duty, and fidclity, of this whole house towards 
Religion, the safety of her highness’s person, 
and the state of this com:monwealth ; (in re- 
spect whereof her maj. hath 30 long continued 
this parl. without dissolution) and declared fur- 
ther, to the great joy and comfort of this whole 
house, that her maj. nevertheless, of her inestx 
mable and princely good Jove and disposition, 
and of her highness’s most gracious clemency, 
construeth the said offence and contempt to be 
rash, unadvised, proceeding of zeal, and not 
of the wilful and malicious intent of this house, 
or of any member of the same ; imputing the 
cause thereof partly to her own lenity towards 
a brother of that man which now made this 
motion; (mr. Wentworth) who in the last ses- 
sion wis by this house for Just causes repre 
hended and committed, but by her maj. gra- 
ciously pardoned and restored again, And 
after many excellent discourses and dilatations 
of her hlghness’s most hon. and loving care for 
the advancement of religion aud the state, 
wherein she had before signified her prolubix 
tion to this house by the lord chanc. shewed 
that her highness hath already deeply cousulted 
upon those matters in all due and needful res 
spects, and prepared fit and apt courses to 
digest them, meet and ready to be delivered 
unto this house from her highness, by such di- 
rection as her maj. thinketh most convenient. 
And so persuading this house to employ the 
time about the necessary service of the queen's 
maj. and of the commgnwealth, with due and 
grave regard to the ancient orders of this house, 
concludeth, that he thinketh it very meet, that 
this whole house, or some one of this house, by 
warrant of the house, in ‘the name of the 


ca 
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house, do make most humble subiwission unto 
her maj.; acknowledging the said offence, and 
praying remissiun of the same at her highness’s 

auds, with full purpose bereatter to forbear 
comtitting of the like offence. 

_Mr, St. Leger exteuuated the said offence; 

urging 1st, their great affection to her maj. 
the sincerity of their intention in that motion 
of the fast; then the imperfections and sins to 
which nut only private men, but public states 
are also subject, and therefore needed to be 
supported by prayer, and humiliation; and 
then he urged, the great fault and remissness 
of the bps. who suffered that most nocessary 
duty of fasting and humiliation to grow even 
out of use in the church; lastly, he trusted 
that both her maj. and all her subjects, would 
be ready to express their true repentance to 
God in humbling themselves in sack-cloth and 
ashes. 
_ Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer admonished 
the house of their duty which they did owe to 
So good and gracious a prince, and urged the 
house to subinission. 

Mr. Seckford, urged ‘the same submission , 
but thought it very fitting, and could wish it; 
that mr. Vice-Chainberlain who had brought 
the Me-sage from ber maj. of her displeasure, 
might also carry the house’s submission back 
again unto her bighness. 

Mr. Flowerden shewed the sincerity of his 
intention in speaking for the Fast; but now 
concluded, that it wis moot fitting fur the 
house to make their submission to her ingj. 

Mr. Carleton stood up and offered to have 
spoken, but was interrupted by mr. Speaker 
and the house. Then 

Mr. Speaker asked the question, Whether 
mr. Vice-Chambertain should carry the sub- 
mission of the huuse to her maj. and it was 
agreed to by the consent of the whole house. 

Mr. Carleton offered again to speak, saying 
with some repetition, that what he had to move 
vas for the Liberty of the house; but the 
Speaker notwithstanding, and the house (uut 
of a tender cure as it scemcth to give no fur- 
ther distaste to her maj.) did stay him. 

Jan. 25, Mr. Vice-Chamberlain brought An- 
swer from her maj. of her most gracious ac- 
ceptation of the subinission, and of her .anaj.’s 
admonition and contidence of their discreet 

proceeding; with one special note, that they 
do not misreport the cause of her misliking, 
which was not, for that they desired Fasting 


and Prayer, but for the manner in presuming . 


to indict a Form of publick Fast without order 
and without her privity, which was to intrude 
upon her authority ecclesiastical, 
Motion for securing the Kingdom, &c. against 
the Pope, Sc.} Sir Walter Mildmay, chancellor 


of the exchequer, rose and said, ** Mr. Speaker, 


The principal cause of our assembly here, be- 
ing to consult of matters that do concern the 
realm, I have thought good with your patience, 
to remember you of such things, as for the 
weight and necessity of thein I take to be wor- 
thy of your considerations. Wherein J mean 


to note unto you what I ‘have conceived, 1st 
of the present State we bein; next, of the 
Dangers we may justly be in doubt of; and 
lustly, what Provision ought to be made in 
time to prevent or resist them.—lJ hat. our 
Most gracious Queen did at ber first entry 
loosen us from the yoke of Rome, and did re- 
store unto this realin the most pure and holy 
relivion of the guspcl, which tor a time was 
over-shadowed with Popery, is known of all 
the world, and felt of us to our singular com- 
forts. But from hence, as from the root, 
hath sprung that implacable malice of the 
Pope, and his confederates against her, wheres 
by they have, and do seck, not ouly to trou- 
ble, but ii they could, to bring the realm 
asain into thraldom; the rather tor that they 
hold this as. a firm and settled opinion, that 
England is the only settled monarchy that most 
dvth maintain and countenance religion, being 
the chief sanctuary for the afticted members 
of the church that fly thither from the tyranny 
of Rome, as mcn being im danger of ship- 
wreck, do from a raging and tempestuous sea, 
to a calm and quiet havcn. This being so, 
what hath not the Pope essayed to aunoy the 
Queen and herState, thereby, as he thinketh, 
to remove this great obstacle that standeth be- 
tween him and the over-ilowing of the world 
i ee with Popery? For the proof whereof 
these may suthce. The northern Rebellion 
stirred up by the Pope, and the quarrel for 
Popery: The maintenance sithence of those 
rebels and other tugiuves: Vhe publishing 
of @ most impudent, blasphemous and mas 


licious bull against our most rightful quecu :- 


The [nvasion into Ireland by James Fitz- 
Morrice, with the assistance of sume English 
rebels: The raising of a dangerous Rebellion 
in Ireland by the earl of Desmond and otbers, 
intending thereby to make a general revolt of 
all the whole realm: The late invasion of 


strangers iuto Ireland, and their fortitying it. - 


—The Pope turned thus the venom of hus 
curses aud, the pens of lis malicious parasites 
into men of war and weapons, to win that by 
force, which otherwise he could not do. And 


though all these are said to be dane hy the- 


Pope, and in his name, yet who seeth not that 
they he maintained under-hand by some princes 
his confederates? And if any inan be in doubt 
of that, let bun but note from whence the Jast 


invasion into Ireland came, of what country ~ 


the ships, and of what natiqn the most part of 
the soldiers were, and by direction ef whose 
‘ministers they received their victual and furni- 
ture.—For the Pope of himself at this present, 
is far unable to inake: war upon any prince of 
that estate which her mai. is of, having lost, 
as you know, many years, by the preaching of 
the gospel, those ijnfrite-revenues which he 
was wont to have gut of Engiand, Scotland, 


Germany, Switzerland, Denmark, wad others 3. 


and now out of France and the Low-Countries ; 


a 


so as we are to think that his anme only is used, . 


and all, or the mast part ut -¢he-cuarge, born by 
others. tie ae ee 
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The Queen nevertheless By the almighty power : laws. 
of God standeth fast, maugre the Pope and all | 


bis triends; having -hitherto resisted alt at- 
tenrpts avainst her, to her great honmur, and 
‘their great shame. As? The Rebelhon in thé 
Rorth suppressed without effusion of ‘bfood, 
wherein ber maj. may say as Casar did, 
‘®Veni, vidi, vicr;’ so expedite and so ho- 
novrabie. was the victory that God did givd 
ber, by the diligence and valonr of those notle 
men -that had the condreting thereof: The 
Enterprize of James kitz-Morice defeated; and 
himself slain: “Fhe Italians pulled out by the 
ears at Sm#wick in Ircland, and cut in pieces 
bby the notable service of a noble captain and 
vahant soldiers.—-Neither these nor anv other 
threatenings or fears of danger hath, or doth 
make her to straeger or relent in the cause 
ot Religion; but like a constant christian 
princess, she still holdeth fast the profession 
of the Guspel, that hath sa long upholden 
ber, and made us to live in péace 22 years 
and more under her most gracron$ qaovt. free 
from thosé troubles that our neighbours have 
felt.—But -yet ‘notwithstanding, secing our 
enemies sleep not, it behoveth us not to be 
carcless, as though all were past; but rather 
to think, that there is but a piece of the stor 
over, and that the ercater part of the tempcst 
remaincth behind, antl is like to ‘fall upon us 
by the malice of the Pope, the déterthinations 
‘ot the council of Treat, and the coinhination 
of the Pope with other monarchies and princes 


devoted unto Rume; assuring ourselves that if 


their powers be answerable to their wills, this 
realm shall find ar their: hands all:thé miseries 
and extremities that they ¢ah bring opon it. 
And thongh by the hate godd snecéss’ which 
God hath given iv Treland these lewd and 
malicious enterprizeds scém for'a tinic tobe as 
it were at a stand; yet let us be assured, that 
neither their atte:npts upon Ircland, neither 
the mischiefs intentted acainst Eneland will 
cease thus; but if thev find us negligent, they 
will be ready with preater forces than have 
been yet seen. ‘The certain dctcnination 
which the Pore and his combined friends have 
to rvot' out the religion of the gospel in all 
places, and to becin here as their yrehtest im- 
pediment, is cnuse suticient to make us the 
niore vigilant, and ‘to have a wary eye to their 
doings and proceedings, how suioothly soever 
they speak or dissemble their friendships for 
the time: for’ let us think surely, that they 


have joined hands together agninst us; and if 


they can, they will procure the sparks of the 
flames that have been so’ terrible in other 
countries, to fy over into Fnyland, and to 
kindle ss great a fire here, And as the Pope, 
by open hostility, as you see, hath shewed 
heoself against her maj.;''so the better to 
answer in time the purposes that he hath 
set down in the mean ‘serson til they come 
ta ripences, he bath and deth by seeret prac- 
tices within this realm lecve nothing untried, 


emboldening many whdatfiftd sdtbjeces @ stand 
fast in their disobedience to her may. and ber 
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For albeit thé pure religion of the 
gospel hath had a free course, and hath beer 
frecly preached now many years within this 
realin’ by the protection of her maj.’s most 
christian govt.; yét such have been the prac- 
tices of the Pope and his secret ministers, as 
the obstinate and suiff-necked Papist is so " 
trom being reformed, as‘he hath gotten stomac 

to go backward, and to shew his disobedience 
not only in arrogant words, but also in con- 
teinptucus deeds.—To confirm them herein, 
and to increase their number, you seé how the 
Pope hath and dcth comfort their hollow hearts 
with absolutions, dispensations, reconciliations, 
and such other things of Rome. You see how 
lately he hath sent hither a sort of hypocrites, 
naming themselves Jesuits, a rabble of vagrant 
friars newly sprung up, and running through 
the world to trouble the chutch of God; whose 
principal errand is by creeping into the houses 
of men‘of behaviour and reputation, not only 
to corrupt the realm with false doctrine, but 
also under that pretence, to stit up sedition, 
to the peril of her maj. ard her good subjects. 
—How these practices of the Pope have 
wrought in the disobedient subjects of ‘this 
land, is both ¢vident and lamentable to con- 
sider. For such impression hath the estimation, 
of the Pope’s authority made in them, as not 
only those which from the beginning have 
refused to obey, but many, yea, very many of 
those which divers vears together did yield and 
conform themselves in their open actions, 


‘sithence the dcécrees of that unholy council 


of ‘rent, and sithence the publishing and de- 
nouncing of that blasphemous Bull against her 
maj. and, sithence those secret absolutions and 
reconciliations, and the swarming hither of a 
number of Popish pricsts and monkish Jesuits, 
have and do utterly refuse to be of our Church, 
or to resort unto our preaching and_ prayers. 
The sequel whcreof must needs prove danger- 
ous to the whole state of the common-weauth.. 
—By this you see what cause we have justly to 
doubt great mischief threatened to this realm; 
and therewith you may casily sce also bow for 
the preventing and withstanding of the same, 
it behoveth her maj. not only to provide in 
time sufficient laws for the continumg of this 
peareable govt. but alsu to be ready with 
forces, t6 repress all attempts that may be en- 
terprized; cither by encmies abruad, or by cvil 
subjects at home. What difference there 1s 
between the Pope's persecuting Church, and 
this mild Chureh of the Gospel, hath been 
secn in all ages, and eapecially in the late 
govt. compared with tle merciful time of ber 
miaj.’s reign: the continuance of which cle- 
menry 1s‘alsé to be wished, so far as way stan 
with God's hongur atid the safety of the realm; 
bat when by long proof we find, that this fa- 
vonrable and gentle manner of dealing wit 
the disobevers and contcmners of Religion, to 
win them by fair means if it were possible, 
hath dune no ‘good, but hath bred in them . 
word atregant aud contemptuous pie so as 
Pos not ouly piesuiped to’ disobey the 
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laws and orders of the realm, but also to ac- 
cept trom Rome secret absolutiuns, reconcilia- 
tions, and such hike; and that by the bands of 
lewd runagutes, priests, and Jesuits, harbour- 
ing and entertaining them even in their houses; 
thereby shewing an obedience to the Pope, by 
their direction also nourishing and training.uo 
their children and kinsfolks, not only at home, 
but also abroad, in the seminaries of Popery; 
now I say it is time for us to look more nar- 
rowly and strictly to them, lest as they be cor- 
rupt, so they’ prove dangerous members to 
many born within the entrails of our cgmmon- 
wealth.— And sceing that the lenity of the 
ume, and the mildness of the laws heretofore 
made, are .no small cause of their arrogant 
disobedience, it is necessary that we make a 
Provision of Laws more strict and more severe; 
to constrain them to yield their open obedi- 
ence, at the least, to her maj. in causes of 
Religion, and not to live as they list, to the 
periluus example of others, and to the encov- 
raging of their own evil affected minds; but if 
they will needs submit themselves to the bene- 
diction of the Pope, they may fecl how little 
his curses can hurt us, and how little his bles- 
sings can save them from that punishment 
which we are able to lay upon them; letting 
them also find, how danzerous it shall be for 
them to deal with the Pope, or any thing of 
his, or with those Romish pricsts and jesuits; 
and therewith also how perilous it shall be for 
those seditious runagates to enter into the 
land, to draw away from her maj. that obe- 
dicnce, which by the laws of God and man are 
due unto her. Tis then is one of the Pro- 
visions which we ought to take care of in this 
council, whereby we may both enjoy still that 
happy peace we live in, aud the Pope take the 
less boldness to trouble us, by any favour he 
shall find here.' The next is Provision of 
Forces suflicient to answer any violence that 
may be offered either here or abroad; tor the 
which you know it is requisite that her ma}. do 
make preparation both by seaand by land. God 
hath placed this king'om in an island envi- 
runed with the sea as with a natural and 
strong wall, whereby we are not subject to 
those sudden invasions which otber tronticr 
countries be. One of our greatest defences 
standing by sea, the number of ood ships is 
of the most importance fur us. What the 
queen’s navy is, how many notable ships, and 
how far behind is the navy of any other prince, 
is known to all men; and therewith also it 
may be easily considered how great charges 
be incident to the same.. Necessary also it is, 
that her inaj. have Forces by Land sufficient 
to chastise the rebels in Ireland, and to re- 
ne any foreign attempts either there or here. 
‘or which services, cither by land or by sea, her 
maj. needeth not as other princes are fain to 
do, to entertain necessary soldiers of Foreign 
Countrics hardly gotten, costly and danger- 
ously kept, and in the end little or no service 
done them; but may bring sufficient forces of 
re own natural subjects, ready and easy to 
OL.t ' 
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be levied, that carry with them willing, va- 
liant, and faithful minds, such as few nauons 
may cusily compare with. But these forces, 
with their furditure and munition, can neither 
be prepared nor maintained to’ have continues - 
ance, without provision of Treasure ‘sufficient 
to bear the charge, being as you know termed 
of old © nervus belli.’ This belongeth to us to 
consider, and that in time there be not lack 
of the sinews that must hold together the 
strength of our body. And because, through 
the malice of our enemies, her maj. is dnven . 
to keep great Forces in Ircland, for the better 
suppressing of that Rct-ellion to her exceeding 
charge; and for that also it is uncertain, how 
sudden and how great other attempts may he ; 
therefore in reason, our Supply of. that main- 
tenance ought to be the more, especially the 
wars being at this day so costly as every man 
in his private expence may casily judge. But 
lest that peradventure some may judgo, that 
the contribution granted by us now 5 years. 
past, both frankly and dutifully, might suthce 
for many years without any new; I dare asp 
sure vou for the acquaintance I have (though 
Ibe unworthy) with those her maj.’s affairs, 
that the same hath not been sufficient to an- 
swer the extraordinary charges happened since 
then, especially those of Ireland, by the one 
halt’; but her maj. hath supplied the rest out | 
of her own revenucs, sparing from herself to 
serve the necessity of the reali, and shunning 
thereby Loans upon Interest, as @ most pesti-. 
lent canker that is able to devour even the 
states of princes. Which being su, as it is 
most true, we are not to think upon the charge. 
that is past, but the good we have received by 
it, being by that provision well and honour 
ably detended agaist the Inglice of our ene- 
mies. And therefore considering the great 
benefit we have received by the lust payment, 
being easily taxed and casily borne, whereby 
we have kept a!l the rest in peace; let us, as 
provident counsellors of this state, prepare 
again in time that which may be able to with 
stand the mischiefs intended against us. To 
do this willingly and liberally, our duty to our. 
uecen and country, and our safeties, move us. 
the love and duty that we owe to our most 
gracious queen, by whose miuistry God hath 
done so great things for us, even such as be 
wonderful in the eves of the world, ought to 
make us more careful for her preservation and 
security than for our own.—The same love 
and duty that we owe to our gracious sOve™ 
reign, and to this our native country, ought 
to make us all think upon the realm of Ireland 
as upon a principal member of this crown, 
having continued so this 400 vears or more. 
To lose that land, or any part thereof, which 
the enemies seek, would not only bring with it 
dishonour, but also prove a thing most dans 
gerous to England; considering the nearness 
of that realn to this, and the goodness of so 
many notable bavens as he there. Again, to 
reform that nation by planting therein religion 
and aoe which the enemics labour to | 
3 | | 
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terrupt, is most godly and necessary; the deg- 
lecting whereof hath and will contihue that 
people in all irreligion and disorder, to the 
groat offence of God, and to the iniinite charge 
of this reahn.—Finally, let. us be mindfal also 
of our satety, thereby to avoid so great dan- 
ecrs, not seen afar off, but unminent over our 
heads. The quietness that we have by the 
peaccable govt. of her maj. doth make us to 
enjoy all that 15 ours in more freedom than 
any pation under the su& at this day: but let 
hot that breed in us « careless security, as 
though this clear sun-light could never be dark- 
eded; but let us think certainly that the Pope 
avd his favourers do both euvy our felicity, 
and Icave no practice unsought to overthrow 
the same, Andif any man he so dull (a3 I 
trust there he none here) that he cannot con- 
ceive the blessedness of this our golden peace, 
except he felt the leck of it; let him but cast 
his eyes over the seas, into our neighbour's coun- 
trics, and there behold what trouble the Pupe 
aud his ministers have stirred against such as pro- 
fess the same religion of Jesus Christ as we do. — 
Therefore to conclude. Seeing the malice of 
the pope and his conlederates are so notorious 
anto us, and seeing the dangers be so great, 
aud seciug that prepurations to withstiard them 
cannot be made without support of the reali; 
and seeing that our duties to God. our queen 
and country, and the necessity that hangeth 
upon our own sate-guards, be reasons sulficient 
to persuade us; let us think upon these mat- 
ters as the weight of them deserveth; and so 
provide in time both by laws to restrain and 
correct the evil affected subjects, and by pro- 
vision of that whjch shall be requisite for the 
miintenance of forces as our enemies finding 
our minds so willing, and our hands so ready 
to keep our country im order, and to furnish 
her maj. with all that shall be necessary, nay 
either be dissouraged to attempt any thing 
against us, or if they do, they may fiud such 
resistance, as shall bring contusion to them- 
selves, honour to our must gracious queen, 
and sufcty to us all.” . 

Mr. Norton pursued the same admonition, 
and required the house to proceed to a manner 
of executing it; which in his opinion was to 
appoint all the privy-couneil of this house, and 
certain other fit persons, to consult of bills 
convenicnt to be framed according to the said 
motion to be presented to the house; which 
mouon also was well allowed, and Commit- 
tees were accordingly appointed. 

"Lhere-were few debates on any considerable 
points during this session ; the bill tor a Supply 
being, passed without any. There are also 
mauy orders and regulations relating to Elec- 
thons, &c. but nune of them are material 
enough for our purpose. The house also 
thought fit to petition the queen, on the old 
score of making some farther Reformation 
in Religion, But this was touched so tenderly, 
in the Petition, that she thought fit to give 
them a favouravle answer to it: on which the 
house came to a resolution to take no more 
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notice of this affair, but to leave it to thd 
Speaker, in his Speech at the end of the ses 
sion, te recommend this Retorrhation to her 
maj. as he thought proper. 
he Speaker's Speech’ to the Queen at the 
close of the Scssion.] March 18th, .the Queen 
came to the hcuse of lords, when the Speaker 
of the Commons, &c. being admitted, on the 
presenting of the Biils to her maj. he spoke ta 
this cifeer:— That the chicf purpose in 
making of Laws did consist of 3 principal 
parts, to wit, the first, for the (ruc and sincere 
service and glory of God; Qndly, for the sures 
ty and preservation of her majs; person; 
and 3rdlv, for the good, qnict, and benefit of 
the coumonwealths; ascribing the sincere and 
plentiful preaching of God's Word, with the 
due and right use of Prayer and Aduunistra- 
‘tien of the Sacraments, and the true cxercizé 
and discipline in the churches, to he the ordi- 
nary means both ofthe advancement of God's 
elory, her maj.’6 safety, and of her subjects: 
prosperity; the dew of the Word watering and 
; bringing forth in all good christian conscicnces, 
the tue knowledge and fear of God, faithful 
Hove and due obedience unto her maj. and 
‘perfect. unity in the general society of this 
conmonwealth. And the exercise of the 
isword of Discipline to cut off, repress and cor- 
lrect all excesses and errors tending to the im- 
“peachment of all good effects aforesaid. De- 
claring further unto her highness, that her 
waj.’s nobles and commons in this present 
parl. had very carefully, gravely, and dutifully 
travelled in this present session, to devise and 
ordain good aad wholesome Jaws for those 
cuds and purposes, to be established and al- 
lowed by her highness; and also, some other 
good and necessarv laws, as well for the whole 
state of the commonwealth in general, as tor 
the private benelit and neccssary relicf of sun- 
dry her maj.’s particular good subjects: and 
so recommending all the same unto her high- 
ness, and especially 2 of then, whercof one 
doth chicfly and principally tend to the bridhng 
and reforming of her maj.’s disobedient and 
obstinate suljccts, the utter adversaries of true 
religion, and the most pernicious and danger- 
ous enemies of her ielurestts most royal per- 
son, state and govt.; the 2nd, for the due 
inantenance and preservation of her ma- 
jesty's honour, good fame and dignity; hum- 
bly bcsought her majesty to give lite unto 
all the said Laws by her royal assent. And 
then yielding unto her highness most hum- 
ble thanks, in the name of the whole house, 
for her maj.’s most gracious acceptation of 
their most humble petition unto her highness 
for Reformation of some Abuses yet remaining 
in the church; and most humbly renewing the 
speedy consideration thereof unto her maj.’s 
good remembrance at her good will and plea- 
sure, did further most humbly beseech her 
highness, in the name and behalf of the Com- 
mons of her realm, that her maj. would (at 
their most humble suit, the rather) have a vi- 


gilant and provident care of the safety of her 
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fnost royal person, against the malicous at- 
tempts of some mighty foreign enemics abroad, 
and the traiterous practices of most unnatural 
disobedient subjects both abroad and at home, 
envying the blessed and most haopy and quiet 
govt..of this realm under her highness; upon 
the thread of whose life only, next under God, 
dependeth the lite and whole state and stay of 
every her good and dutiful subjects —And 
withal, that it might please her highness to 
have such good care and regard gencrally for 
the maintenance of Mariners, and of Naviga- 
tion, the very strength and walls of her maj.’s 
realms and dominions, as may seem must cun- 
venient unto her highness from time to time. 
And so declaring, that her maj.'s Nobles and 
Commons, having had consideration of her 
dighness’s great Chatves many ways for dc- 
fence of her reals and people against foreizn 
encmies, and rebellions subjects, both already 
employed, and hereatter to be employed, have 
granted unto her highness qne Subsidy, and 
two 15ths and 10ths, which they besought her 
Inghness to accept in good part accoriting to 
their humble duties; and gave her maj. must 
huinble thanks for her highness’s must gracivus, 
general and free Pardon,” 

Lhe Lord Chancellor's Answer.} Fhe Lord 
Chancellor’ by ber maj.’s commandment, an- 
swering very excellently and briefly the parts 
of mr. Speaker's oration, did amongst other 
things deliver her maj.’s most hearty thanks 
unto both Houses, for their great and good 
care for the safety of her person, and also of 
her honour, good fame and dignity; not yet 
¢omprehending within those general thanks, 
such members of the Commons as have this 
session dealt more rashly in some things than 
was fit for them to do; and giving them withal 
like hearty thanks for the said contribution of 
a Subsidy and two 15ths and 10ths, in that it 
was granted as willingly and frankly, and also 
as largely and ainply, and to be auswered as 
speedily, as any other like ever hath been ; 
taking the same in as good part as if it had 
been to her own private use; where in very 
deed it is to be employed to the general ser- 
vice and benefit of the whole realm.—Then 
giving the royal assent to 15 public and i5 
private bills, he prurogucd the parl. to the 
24th of April. — 

’ We have vow another chain of Adjourn-. 
ments, from time to time, of the same parl. for 

years more. During this period, except the 
affair of the still imprisoned Queen of Scots 
which will be treated of aa the sequel, there is 
nothing to our purpose. 

Lhe Purl. dissolved, after.t8 Proregations.] 
Qn the 19th of April 1583, the parl. being 
met, after 18 prorogations, the lord chancel- 
Yor delivered a Commission from the qucen, 
directed to himsclt, and many of the peers, to 
the clerk of parl. to be read; by which Com- 
mission, they were authorized to dissolve it. 
Accordingly, this parl. was dissolved, after it 
had subsisted very near 11 vears. 

fi new Parl. called.] ‘Writs were iseued for 

on *% 
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a new parl. to mect on the 23d of Nov. 1585, 
The Journals of the Lurds are now a hitle 
more particular in the recital of their daily 
proceedimys, than of late years. We arc told 
that, on the meeting, the lord chancellor, 
Bromiley, opened the cause of the sunimons, 
by the gueen’s conynand, being seated on the 
throne, lu a short, but accurate Speech for 
that purpose, ‘Phe Receivers and ‘lryers of 
Petiuons, being appointed, the uext day the 
Commons presented John Puckering, esq; ser 
Jeant at law, to the queen, for their Speaker, 
who, with the usual ceremonies, was admitted. 
No particular speeches are entered, in either 
Journal, at the inecting of this parl. On the 
21st of Dec. the Qucen by her Iectters pa- 
tents, adjourncd the parl. to the 4th of Feb. 
following, 

alet against Jesyits, Seminary Prics’s, &c,} 
Two days before the said adjournment: hap- 
pened, a remarkable bill was sent up by the 
commons, entitled, €A bill against Jesuits, 
Seminary Priests, and other such disobedient 
Persons.” On the 2d day of their mectuug, 
aiter the adjournment, this bill was re-assumed; 
and on the first reading in the lords, was com- 
mitted. We hear no more of this bill tll 
March 10th, when a Conterence was desired 
by the lower house with some of the Lords 
about it. Qn the same day another was sent 
up with this title, © An act for the Security of 
her Majesty's most Roval Person, aud conti- 
nuing the Realm in Peace’ March 15, the 
Jesuit’s bill passed the Lords with same amend- 
nents, agreed to by both houses, and atte 
By it was cnacted, 
“ VYhat they, and all other Popish priests, 
should depart the realm within 40 days. ‘That 
‘those who should afterwards return into the 
kingdom, should be guilty of Ingh-treason, 
That be, who shall wittingly ahd willingly 
harbour, rclicve, and maintain them, should 
be guilty of feiony; that those English wha, 
were brought up in seminaries abroad, if they 
returned within 6 months after notice given 
and subinitted not themselves ta the queen, 
before a bp. or two justices, should be guilty 
of high-treason. And if any, so submitting 
themselves, should within 10 years apnroich 
the queen’s court, gr come within 10° miles 
thercof, their submission should be void.’ That 
they, who by any means whatsoever, should 
send or convey over any moncy to students in 


such seminaries, should incur the penalty of: 


a Premunire. That if any of the peers of the 
realm, or barons of parl. should offend against 
these laws, he should be brought to his trial by 
his peers. That if any should know of an 

such Jesuits, or other priests, above med 
lurking within the realm, and shonld not dis- 
cover them within 19 days, he should be fined 
and imprisoned at the queen’s pleasure, That 
if any man should be suspected to be a Je=~ 
suit or Priest, aforesaid, and not submit him~ 
self to examination, he should, for his con- 
tempt, be imprisonéd tll he did submit, That. 


he who should send fs children, or any others, 


& 
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to seminaries and colleges of the Popish pro- 
fession, should be fined 100). And that those, 
who were so sent thither, should not succeed 
as heirs, nor enjoy any estates, which should 
any way fall to them; the like for al] such as 
should not return home from the said semina- 
ries, within a year, unless they did conform 
theinselves to the church of England. That if 
the wardens or otlicers of the ports should per- 
mit any others, besides seamen or merchants, 
to cross the scas, without licence from the 
queen or 6 privy-counseliors, they should be 
put out of their places; and the masters of 
such ships as carried them, should forteit their 
ships and goods, and saticr imprisonment for 
a vear.”—Cambden intorins us that the bill 
ret with no opposition, in either Louse, but, 
only, trom one member of the Commons. 
His name was Wm. Parry, a Welshman, and 
a civilian; who, pleading against it, said, that 
‘it was a cruel, bloody and desperate law, 
and would be of pernicious consequence to 
the English nation.’ Being desired to shew his 
‘reasons, he obstinately refused, unless 1t was 
betore the queen’s councH. Upon this he was 
taken into custody; but, bis reasons being 
afterwards heard, and submission made, he 
was admitted again into the house. ‘Thouyh, 
this zealous man had better have held his 
tonzuc; tor, shortly he was accused of being 
ina plot to subvert the govt. and take away 
the Queen’s liie: and was found guilty and 
executcd, as a traitor for it, before the palace- 
gate at Westminster, whilst the parl. was 
et sitting, ce Cambden, p. 501, also, a 
ling account of this conspiracy and Parry’s 
confession, &c. 1 Hollingshead, p. 1584. 

Act for the Surety of the Queca’s Person | 
Another strong bulwark was framed this parl. 
in support of the present govt.; and that was 
a bill mentioned betore, for the Surety of the 
queen’s Royal Person, and the continuance of 
Peace inthe Realm. This was a stroke, aimed, 
directly, at the Queen of Scots and her ule, 
and whoever durst attempt to set it up. lt 
was passed in the Lords, March 13; and by it 
an Association, as it is here called, was esta- 
blished ; the first of this kind we have yet mer 
with. ‘Tbereby it was enacted, “ That 24, or 
more, of the privy council and house of lords, 
to be deputed by the queen’s commission, 
should make inguisition after all such as should 
invade the kivgdom, raise rebellion, or at- 
tempt to hurt or destroy the queen’s person, 
for or by whomsoever employed that might 
Jay claim to the crown of England, And that 
the person, for whom or by whom they should 
attempt the same, should be utterly uncapa- 
ble of any title to the crown, be deprived 
wholly of all mght to it, and prosecuted to 
death by all faithful subjects; if the person 
should be judged, by these 24 men, to be 
guilty of such rebellion, invasion, or trenson- 
able attempt, and by public proclamation so 
declared.” 

A Subsidy.} March 18th, the Commons 
eent up a Grant of a Supply to her maj. con- 


a 
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sisting of one entire Subsidy, which was 4s. 8d. 
on goods, and 46. on lands, according to Stowe, 
p. 702; and two 15ths and 10ths. On the 2d 
reading, the Lords dropped the 10ths; and it 
was passed so by the printed statutes. Ao 
act for a Subsidy of 6s. in the pound, from the 
Clergy, to be paid in 3 years, was, also, con- 


firmed this session. 

The first bill of moment read in the Com- 
mons was, for the better and more reverent 
observance of the Sabbath-Day. Nov. 27, it 
was Committed to a number of members; who, 
we find, framed a new one, which was read, 
‘but did not pass the two houses without 2puch 
dispute and great dithculty. 

Nov. 28, sir Walter Mildmay, chanc. of the 
excheq. taking occasion to speak of the sudden 
calling of this parl. at such an unseasonable 
time of the year, and the likelihood of the 
short continuance of it, did thereupon declare _ 
the same to be called for very urgent and ne- 
cessary causes. Sir C. Hatton, spoke to the 
sume effect; but both the speeches are omitted 
in the Journals, though they lasted above 2 
hours. At the end of which a Comnnittee was 
appointed to consides ot a Supply. 

ec. 14, three Petitions were read touching 
the Liberty of godiy Preachers, to exercise 
and continue their ministry; and also, for the 
speedy supply of able and sutiicient men into 
divers places, now destitute cf the ordinary 
means of Salvation. But though the farther 
proceedings were deferred to 4 more conve- 
nient time by the house, yet, ove dr. Tarner 
rose up and put the house in mind of a Bil 
and Book which he had oftered to them; aud, 
as he said, this Bill and Book being framed by 
certain godiy and learned ministers, tending, 
as he conceived, to the glory of God, the 
safety of her maj. and the good of the common- 
wealth; theretore praved that it might be 
read. To this, sir Fr. Kuolles replied, but im 
few words; and after him sir C. Hatton more 
largely; who pressed and moved the house so 
much therein, that it was at length resolved 
that the said Billand Book should not be read. 
And, as to all necessary liberty to the afore- 
said ministers, or a supply of able men im 
places that wanted, it was not doubted but 
that her maj. would take some speedy order 
about them. Then sir C. Hatton moved, 
“ That for the better and more speedy expedi- 
tion of other great matters now in hand, the 
house would procecd_ to the reading of a bill, 
lately finished, for the Safety and Preservation 
of the Queen’s Roval Person. And the rather 
because he conceived they would shortly be 
adjourned till atter Christmas.” _ 

Dr. Parry opposes the Bill against Jesuits 
and Seminary Priests, &c.] Dec. 17, the bill 
avainst Jesuits, Seminary Priests, and such 
like disobedient Subjects was passed with httle 
or no opposition, but from dr. Parry, men- 
tioned beiore. The Journals of the Cammons 
are more particular, than the historian before 
quoted, about this affair, which we shall give 
in their own words as follows:— The bill 


(1585.— Dr. Parry opposes the Bill 


- 
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passed the house with little or no argu- 
ment, except from one dr. Parry, who in very 
violent terms spake directly against the whole 
bill; affirming it to savour of treasons, to be 
full of blood, danger, despair, and terror or 
dread to the ao iy subjects of this realin, 
our brethren, uncles, and kinsfolks; and also 
full of confiscations, but uate whom? Not, 
said he, to her maj. (which he wished they 
_ were) and said, he did not think the contrary 
but that zeal would cause the bill to have pas- 
sage both in this Ilouse and with the Lords; 
but yet he hoped when it should come into her 
highness’s most merciful bands, that it would 
stay and rest there ; until which time he would 
reserve bis reasons of his necative voice against 
the bill, then to be discovered by him only 
unto her majy.— Whereupon dr. Parry, by order 
of this [louse, was appointed to be sequestered 
into the outer room of this house into the ser- 
Jeant’s custody, and without conferring with 
any, whilst the matter now in question, con- 
cerning his former speeches against the bill last 
assed, is in debating, until he shall be called 
in again, And afterwards, being brought to 
the Gee, and there kneeling upon his knee, he 
was tuld by mr. Speaker in name of the whole 
' House, That if he thought good, the House 
was contented to hear him what reasons he 
could yield for himself in maintenance of his 
said speeches against the aforcsaid bill, to the 
better satisfaction of this House; or what other 
inatter of excuse he could alledze touching his 
former contempt, uttered in the presence of 
this said house, in very unseemly manner, and 
in unfitting words, in that he did speak so re- 
proachfully against a bill, first travelled in, and 
publicly allowed of in the House; and then 
considerately and maturcly perused .and di- 
gested by so great and grave a committce, se- 
lected out of the ablest ncmbers of this House, 
who having further dilizently and dutifully la- 
boured therein, and brought it again into the 
House with oue unanimous approbation of it 
as of a good and necessary bill; and that, 
Jastly, it had been also so approved of this day, 
and upon the 3rd reading had passed the 
House ; ‘and yet, that he, the said dr. Parry, 
had termed the said bill to be a bill savouring 
of treasons, and to be full of confiscations, 
blood, danger, despair, and terror to the sub- 
jects of this realm; and withal, that he would 
well prove and justify the same by ‘good rea- 
sons, which neeartlielecs he would not deliver 
to this House; but would reserve them only 
to be revealed to her maj. Whereupon being 
further demanded as aforesaid, What further 
excuse or defence he could make for himself? 
He answered, That what he had said (and 
bound it with a protestation) was without any 
intent of offence towards the Qucen or towards 
the House; and made repetition of his said 
former words, and still avowed the justification 
ofthe same, And so entering into some de- 
claration of his own estate tending altogether 
to his own credit, as of his sundry good services 


done to her maj. his reputation with persons: 


of good sort, and other such like speeches, 
concluded, that as before when he spake to 
the bill, and gave his negative vuice to the 
sainc, he then concealed his said reasons from 
this house, sv he would now conceal the same 
still,—Wherevpon being sequestred again, it 
was resolved, [hat for that he did speak to the 
bill, and gave his negative voice so directly and 
undutituliv, and in contempt of this huuse 
would not shew his reasons for the same, being 
merely acaimst the aucient orders and usage of 
this high conrt, aod not for that he said he 
would shew them only to be discovered to her 
maj. it was resolved, That he should be coin- 
mitted to the scrjeant’s ward tll the matter 
shall be further considered of by this House, 
the day being then verv far spent.—The next 
day mr. Vicce-Chamberlain declared unto the 
House, that her maj. having been made privy 
upto the misbehaviour of dr. Parry vesterday 
shewed in this house, and of the order of this 
House taken therein with him for the same; 
her highness doth not only deem hin to have 


viven just cause of offence unto this house, but 


also doth very weil allow of the grave discre- 
tion of this House, in forbearmeg tor the time 
to use any sharp course of correcon against 
him; in respect that he bad saul he reserved 
his rensons to be imparted to her maj. only ; 
which as he had discovered unto some of the 
Lords of the Council by her highness’s appoint- 
ment, and that partly to the satisfaction of her 
maj. so her highness did think, that upon his 
humble submission uato this House, with a du- 
tiful acknowledsment of his fault, this house 
would the rather dispense with him therein.— 
Which done, dr. Parry was called to the bar, 
where humbly acknowledging his fault upon 
his knees, it was told'bim by inr. Speaker, atier 
he had put him in remembrance of the man- 
ner of his offence, that it tnight be the House 
would nevertheless deal favourably with him, 
if they should see such cause upon his une 
feigned and earnest confession and repentance 
of bis fault, and his hamble subinission unto 
the house, with good and dutiful endeavour of 
amendment hereafter. And thea knecling upon 
his knee in very humble manner, afhrmed di- 
rectly, that he had very uadutitully mishehaved 
himself, and had rashly and unadvisedly ut- 
tered those speeches he used, and was with all 
his heart very sorry for it; alledging withal, 
that he had never heen of this House betore 
this session, and so could not so well know the 
orders of the House as he should do; and that 
he would not willingly offend this House, nor 
any man in it; and so humbly prayed their 
good favour towards him.—Whereupon being 
sequestered again out of the House, it was after 
some arguments and speeches had, resolved, 
That upon that his said acknowledgment of 
his fault, and Ins humble submission, he should 
be received into this House again as a member 
of the same, and take his place as before, so 
that he would afterwards use himsclf in good 
sort as ht ought todo. And thereupon being 
ealled again to the bar, and there kneeling 
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upon his knee, and directly ‘reiterating his 
former confession of his fault, aiid also, his 
former huinble submission; protesting further, 
that if ever alter he shauld give any just cause 
of offence again to this House, or any member 
thereof, he would then never after crave any 
more favour of them,—Whereupon mr, Speaker 
declared the good pleasure of this House in re- 
mitting bis said offence by receiving him again 
into them, with condition and hope of his het- 


ter behaviour hereafter, Whichas be protessed ° 


and promised to perform accordinuly, so did 


he in very good dutiful sort, give most humble. 


thanks unto God, and to her maj, and also 
unto this whole Louse, and to every member 
of the same, for their good, courteous, and fa- 
vourable dealiug towards him in this bebalf.”— 
But the atfuir lad a more tragical end after 
Christmas, as hath been already related. 

Lhe Parl. adjourned.}] Dee. 19, Mr. Vice- 
Chamberlain declared “unto the house, that 
her maj. considering the great pains and faith- 
ful travels of that house in the service of af- 
fairs in the realm, had determined to adjourn 
the parl. tll atter Christmas; that gentlemen 
might the more conveniently repair to their 
own home, in the mean time, for their better 
ease and recreation. On which it was resolved, 
that the most humble and duuifil Thanks of 
this House be returned to her maj. for this her 
Most gracious consideration, and for ler gra- 
cious acceptation of their dutifal care for pro- 
viding for the security of her royal person, 

Lhe Queen's Answer to the 
Thauks.}| To this Address of Thanks mr. 
Vice-Claunterlain returned the following An- 
swer; “in which he set forth her maj.’s most 
Bracious arceptation of the humble and most 
dutiul thankfulness of this House, so present- 
ed unto her highness, to her right great and 


hich satisfaction, joy, and comfort; and de- 


clared withal, that her highness did for the 
same give most hearty and Joving Thanks unto 
‘this whole House, yea, and that in redoubling 
to them their hanks ten thousand thousand- 
fold; and so further shewed both the ready, 
carcful, and obedient affections of this whole 
House to the dutitul service of her maj. and 
also on the other side, her highness’s incom- 
parable pee account and regard of all 
such loyal, loving, and faithful subjects; and 
conceded. that her maj.’s pleasure was, that 
this House should well know, that in the con- 
sideration of the free course of the gospel of 
_ Jesus Christ amongst us, our Jong cuntinued 
peace, and plenty of God’s good blessings and 
senefits bestowed upon us under the ministry 
of her highness, her maj. doth most sincerely 
ascribe all the same only and wholly to the 
freat goodness and mercy of Almighty God ; 
attributing the cauke of these good effects (next 
under God’s Providence) to the good deme- 
rits of so religious, godly, and obedient sub- 
jects, of whom how well and. kindly her maj. 
doth think and conceive, ber highness had 
much rather have told them in her own most 
royal person, than have signified it unto them 


Address of- 


‘by any other, if it might have, coprepiently 
., been so dofie, as upon the opportunity of a 
 prarogation or dissolution of this court. And 
: further declared, that her maj. having regard 
. to the great charges and expences ot their at- 
-tendance in the service of this great council of 
ithe realm, wisheth them, at their next mect- 
ing again, to bestow the time as much as may 
be, in public and general actions, fittest tor 
the commonweal of this realm, and that with 
as little loss of time as may be. And withal,. 
that those of this House towards the Law 
would join together, to do their best endeavours 
to devise some good laws to abridge and cut 
off the long and tedious courses, and extreme 
chargeable circuits, and superfluous delays of: 
Suits in Law; not doubting, but that in so do- 
ing God will bless ther wealth and good 
estates, both in themselves and in their postc~ 
rity.. And so having, as he thought, dutitully 
imparted unto them the sum and substauce of 
her maj.’s pleasure and message committed 
unto this house by him, thangh not in such ef- 
fectual and singular kind terms and forms as 
her princely wisdom delivertd the same unto 
him; and so refcrring himself to the residue of 
this horse of her maj.’s council, then and now 
present, to he put in remembrance by them, 
if he have omitted any part thereof, and they 
afirming he had not, he ended his speech.” 
Mr. Vice-Chamlbertain’s Prayer in the House, 
&e.] Dec. 21, when the parl. was adjoufned 
to a 4th of Feb. following, “ the said Mr, 
Vice-Chamberlain stood up again, and putting 
the House in mind of her maj.’s most princely 
and loving kindnesses, signified unto this 
house, in_ the former Messages and Declara- 
tions of her highness’s thanktul acceptations 
of the dutiful cares and travess of this House 
in the service of her maj. and the reahn, moved 
the House, § that besides the rendering of our 
most humble and Joyal Thanks unto her high- 
ness, we do, being assembled together, join 
our hearts and miuds together in most humble 
and earnest Prayer unto Almighty God, for 
the Jong continuance of the most prosperous 
preservation of her maj. with most due and 
thankful acknowledgment of his infinite benc~ 
fits and blessings, poured upon this whole 
realm, through the mediation of her highness’s 
ministry under him.’ And he. said, he had @ 
Paper in writing in his hand, devised and set 
down by an honest, godly, and learned man, 
and which, albeit it was not very well written, 
yet he would wilhngly read it as well as he 
could, 1f it pleascal them to follow and say af- 
ter him, as he should begin and say before 
them. Which being assented unto mest wil- 
lingly of all the whole Honse, | and every ong 
knecling upon his knees, the said mr. Vice- 
Chamberlain begun the said prayer. Which 
being ended, every one departed away for that. 
time, until the said day of adjournment.” At 
which time this parl. being met again, we find 
nuthing in their proceedings to our purpase; 
the hrst days of helt sitting bemg taken up 
with along dispute hetween the two Houses, 
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relative to the form of passing a bill to pre-' tered in the Journal of either House, made by 
vent fraudulent Coavevances; and another, ) the Speaker at this time; nor doves sir S. 
for the better Observance of the Sabbath-day. | D’Ewes supply it from any other authoray. 


Feb. 25d, the Com- 


A Subsidy ea 
eration the state of the 


mons tuok into consit 


| 
| 


We are obliged to mr. Strvpe however, fot 
bringing the following to light, from the Ms, 


nation, the dangers which were imminent over | Collections in the Burleigh Family, belonging 
the kingdom, aud the means to prevent them; | originally to the lord treasurer:— Most ex- 
the great expences her muy. had been at, &c. | cellent prince and gracious queen; “ ‘The 
In which the following particulars are ob-/| last time of my being in this place before 


served : 


“The open Dangers threatened to | your most excellent maj. hnd this hon. ase 


this kingdom are from Spain, the pope and! sembly of your 3 estates, I did make my most 


the holy league in France; the secret from 
the Jesuits, thas secretly lurked here to stir up 
her maj.’3 subjects of the Roman religion to 
el] manner of treason and rebcllion: both 
which dangers though the tine of them were a 
while intermitted in respect of the exccution, 
yet the purpose was nots which ther late 
conspiracics and attempts both here and in 
Jreland did plainly shew."—The Means to 
prevent these Dangers were to suppress the 
spreading of Jesuits and the growing of popery; 
to exact such oaths of the Papists as had been 
already ordained; to provide for the preser- 
vatio: of her maj.’s person ; to terrify Irciand, 
ahd to provide sufficient forces at home both 
by land and sea.—The great Expence that her 
maj. had been at, even since the last parl. did 
appear plainly in respect of divers placcs and 
furts which had been repaired, much powder 
and munition had been stored up, and her 
navy also since that time increased: besides 
thany other extraordinary charges and ex- 
pences which she had been at, in the assisting 
of her allies, and the preserving of Ircland ; 
and that ber maj. did specially shun danger 
ftom Ireland, of which they conceived this pre- 
verb to be true, © Look tu Ircland if we will 
rest quet in England” And therefore some 
meinbers, of the privy-council, did more to 
think of what Supply were now fit to be given 
toher maj. towards the supporting and sustain- 
ing of all her said great Expences and Charges. 
—On the next day a motion being made fora 
Supply to be granted to her maj. a large Com- 
inittee of the Commons were appointed to 
neet and draw up a bill for that purpose ; 


| 


humble submission and request, upon the 
knowledge of my disability and unworthiness, 
that Tmicht have been torborn to have occu» 
pied in this place. But such was your maj.’s 
gracious opinion, as it seemed, conceived of 
me upon the election of your farthful and obe~ 
dicnt subjects, the whole Commnuualty of your 
realm: that 1 was thereto directed. And as 
then FT best knowing mine own insufficiencies 
did, for my excuse, desire your myj.’s gracious: 
aeceptation of that which was only in iy 
power; which was of thy good will, dilirence, 
and éndeavour to be bestowed in this service; 
so now, if T should not ackuowledze“m this 
place, (huving here m my cumpany so many 
witnesses against me) the miudtitude of impere 
fections, that I have found m myself, during 
the time of this my service, [ should shew my- 
self to be over partial to mine own cause, and, 
in some sort, to be veid of mudesty. Bue 
knowing your maj.’s accustomed goodness, to 
accept the good wills and endeavours of all 
men in your services, without any strait regard 
or account of the events or successes of their 
actions; and therewith having also had, ine 
this session of parl. daily proofs of the favour-- 
able tolcration of my lacks, by grave, wise, 
and experimented persons and the good will 
peicrally of the whole body of your Commons 
towards mie, in their quiet allowance of my 
service; Tam the bolder, throwing behind my 
back these my lacks and wants, us things not 
now to be impried to me; aud am to present 
miself in your maj.’s sizht according to my 
utlice, as a person allowed by your may.’s goud- 
ness only, aud not by my deserts; and so te 


Which was mentioned before in our account of | proceed to present to your mej. iu the name of 


the lords.—March 29th, when the Queen came 
to the Lords, and the Cominons attending, the 
Speaker after his humble reverence made, and 
sume expressions of his thankrulness to her 
may. preceeded according to the usual course, 
to desire her maj. to give lite to such Laws, by 
adding ber gracious allowance unto them, as 
had passed either House, and remained as yct 
but as a dead letter; and withal, gave her 
ma). knowledge of the free gift of the Com- 
Tons, uf one Subsidy and two 15ths and 10ths. 

9 which Speech the lord chance. by her maj.’s 
commandment, answered, “ That she did gra- 
Ciously accept of the said gift of her Commons, 
and was come thither to gfve her royal assent 
to divers of those Laws which had passed the 
two Houses.” 

The Speaker’s Speech to the Queen at the 
tose-of' the Seasion.} There is no Speeoh en- 


all your Commons, ist, our most humble: 
thanks forthe benefits that we hive received 
by your m:.’s permission, to have this assem. 
bly so long coatinucd: @udiv, our like humble 
requests for pardon of any thing, which through. 
ignorance, without anv intention of offence, in 
our consultations micht be, by your may.’y 
great wisdoin, imputed to us. And lastly, [ 
am also, in their names. to etinbit our most 
humble and carnest petitions to your aj, to- 
vivre life to the works not of our hands, but of 
our minds, covitations and hearts: whichother-- 
wise than being hehtened by the beans ef 
vour favour, shall be but vain, dumb and dead. 
—Forthe 1st Ido contess, that in the name of 
all vour Commons here assen:bied, and so E 
may presume to add the like for the Lords: 
here assembled in your maj.’s presence, we 
cannot mnegine, how vour nry. can-bertow w 


= 
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greater Benefit, that can deserve more thanks 
of your subjects universally, than that your 
maj. as you lave heretofore at many times, so 
now especially in this time, when our neccs- 
sity, fur many respects required the same, 
summoned your whole realm, by calling your 
estates together to this parl. to consult treely 
what were first meet for the advancement of 
God's service, by which we only have our be- 
lug; and what were also necessary for the 
oe ae of your maj.’s person, by whose 
ong lite and continuance we are kept free 
from the tyranny and subjection of foreign 
oppression. And lastly, to devise amang our- 
selves, and provide not only as should be, both 
m gencral and particular, good and profitable 
for our own estates, but aloo to forcsee how to 
avoid things hurtful to the same; to which 
good end we do acknowledge that, by your 
maj.’s gooduess and permissicn, our assembly 
now hath tended. And for that good which 
we are to receive therchy, we do yicld to your 
maj. our: most humble thanks; beseeching 
God to grant to your ma}. many huppy years, 
above the term of our lives. That as we have 
already, so aller us our posterity may reccive 
the hike benefits of your goodness from time to 
time, as cause shall require; ta procure to 
themselyes by good laws under your govt. like 
means to live in such peace, happiness and 
wealth, as we have done, from the beginning 
of your reign: and as our forefathers never 
did the like with such continuance ; 2ndly, we 
humbly beseech your maj. to give your accus- 
tomed gracious interpretations to all our pro- 
ceedings. Wherein if any speeches, motions, 
or petitions have past from us, that miglit have 
miiscontented your maj. in your great wisdom 
above our capacities; [can assure your maj. 
that in this assembly, wherein 1 was always 
present, there was never found in any speech, 
private or public, any argument or token of 
the mind of any person that shewed any inten- 
tion to be offensive to your maj. sAnd for 
proof hercof, when it pleuscd your maj. to di- 
rect me to declare your pleasure to the Com- 
mons House, in what sort you would they 
should stay any further debating of the manner 
of returmation of such things as they thought 
might be reformed in theCburch,T tound them all 
realy to obey your maj.’s pleasure therein; which 
as it seemed to me, and so T have cause to per- 
suade with myself, they did. For that it was 
well understoud, that your maj. as having by 
God's ordinance a supreme authority for that 
purpose, had straitly charged the abps. bps. 
and your whole Clergy now assembled in their 
convocation, to have due regard tu sce to the 
Retormation of divers abuses in the govt. and 
discipline of the Church. And so our firm 
hope is, that your maj. will, by your strait 
commandment to your Clergy, continue your 
“tre to sec, and command, that such abuses 
as arc crept into the Church by the negligence 
of the ministers, may be specdily reformed, 
tw the honour of Almighty God, and to your 
ewa immortal praise, and comture of your 


= 
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suhjects.—The next matter whercof I have to 
speak, is most humbly fo request your maj. 
to yield your royal assent to such Petitions, 
both general and particular, as have been upon 
long deliberation determined and conceived in 
writing, with uniform consent of the Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal, and us your Com- 
mons, in this your parl. assembled. Aud 
though in your maj.’s princely sight many of 
those our Petitions may scem to be of mean 
valuc, either because they be, sume of them, 
particular; or because the matters of some of 
them may seem to be of low and base degree: 


vet considering of them to whom they belong, | 


the same are of as great importance and be- 
nefit, as to vreater estates greater matters are: 
and the lack of the benefits which to them 
sed grow thereby, shall be as grievous, as the 
lack of greater in greater bodies: and, as in 
every natural body, the meanest parts and 
members are by the head regarded as benefi- 
cial, for one means or other, to the rest of 
the whole body: so we with all humbleness, in 
the name of the whole body, do beseech Phe 
maj. as our only head, and fountain of our 
hfe, to accept the meanest Petitions for the 
comforts of the parts of the body, to whom 
the saine may belong: as we know your maj. 
of your cleinency, is accustomed with your 
most gracious eyes and countenance, to com- 
fort daily your basest and poorest subjects, 
sccking relief at vour feet.—Next to this we 
do offer to your maj. with our whole hearts, 
our bodies and lives, to be serviceable to the 
safety of your maj.’s noble Person. — For de- 
fence whereof, and for revenge of any act 
imaginate avainst your maj. we have by a 
form of law, if it shall ike your maj. to as- 
sent thereto, given a testimony to the whole 
world, how dear the safety of your life is to 
us. And this Ido assure your maj. that we 
were most willing to have extended this ordi- 
nance to a far straiter course, as we thought 
the same mect for your safety, and for ternty- 
ing of all persons not well-willing to you; if 
otherwise we had not understood, that your 
maj.’s_pleusure was, that it should not be ex- 
tended to any straiter points than it is.—And 
as your maj. hath a manifest demonstration 
hereby of our hearts and minds, so also we 
have added (for « further outward declaration 
thercof by our deeds, offered to your maj. of 
our voluntary minds) a small portion out of 
those worldly goods which God hath given us, 
and by the long peace under your blessed 
govt. we have increased; by way of a Subsidy, 
and two 15ths to be uscd by your maj. as in 
former times you have always done, for the 
defence of your realm, and us your humble 
subjects. Which though we know shall not 
amount to the value that percase’ shall be 
needful for the detence of your realms, against 
all attempts that may be ministered by the 
eneinies of God, and of your maj.;- yet your 
maj: may make an assured account, that be- 
sides this our offer, you cannot lack a further 


Supply of the reet that we have, to be spenty 
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or committed to your direction, as cause shall | Then it fulloweth that I'‘regarded it so much, as 


require.-Lastly, upon our knees we do most 
humbly yield our hearty thanks for your most | 
gracious and free general Pardou: whereby a 
eet multitude of “your subjects are to be re- 

eved of divers pains and penalties; which by 
‘the order of your laws your may. might most 
justly have inflicted upon them. By which 
your clemency we all shall take occasion, be- 
sides our thankfulness for so great a beneiit, to 
endvavour ourselves more carefully tu observe 
your laws, both to the honour of Gud, and tu 
the comfort of your maj.; and, finally to the 
maintenance of peace, tranquillity and con- 
cord among ourselves.” 

The Queen's Speech at proroguing the Parl.] 
The royal assent being given to 30 public and 
13 private Acts, her Majesty, in person, made 
the following Speech tu both Houses of parl.: 

“My Lords and ye of the Lower House; 
My silence must not injure the owner so much, 
as to suppose a substitute suthcient to render 
you the thanks that my heart vieldeth you, 
mot so much for the sate keeping of my lite, 
for which your care appears so manifest, as 
for the neglecting your private future peril, 
not regarding other way than my present state. 
—No prince herein, I confess, can be surer 
tied or faster bound than I am with the link 
of your good-will, and can for that but yield 
a heart and a head to seck for,ever all .your 
best; yet one matter toacheth me so near, as 
I may not overskip, Religion, the ground on 
which all other matters ought to take root, and 

eing corrupted, may marr all the tree. And 
that there be some {ault-tinders with the Order 
of the Ciergy, which so may make a slander 
to myselt and the Church, whose over-ruler 
God hath made me; whose negligence cannot 
excused, if any schisins or errors heretical 
Were suftered, ‘Thus much d must say, that 
_ Some faults and negligeuces snay grow and be, 
zs in all other great charges it happencth, and 
What vocation without? All which if you my 
Lords-of the Clergy do not amend, T mean to 
Cpose you. Look ve theretore: well to your 
Charves, This may be amended without heed- 
8S or open exclam:tions. I am supposed to 

ve inany studies, but most pluloscphical. I 
Must yield this to be true, that 1 suppose few 

at be no professors) have read more. And j 

t 
: 
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{need not tell you, that [ ain so sunple that 
understand not, nor so forgetful that I re- 
Member not; and yet amidst my many vo- 
limes, I hype God’s Book hath not been my | 
teldomest Jectures;, in which we find that which | 
Y reason (for ny part) we ougiit to believe; 
lat Seeing so great wickedness aud greeves in 
the world in which we live, but. as waytaring | 
Pilgrims, we must suppose that God would ne- 
ver have made us but for a better place, and 
of more comfort than we find here. I know 
nO Creature that breatheth, whose life stand- 
eth hourly in more peril for it than mine own, 
® €ntred not into my state without sight of 


manifuld dangers of life and crown, as one that 


‘the mighnest and greatest to wrestle with. 


Vou. 1, 


‘with a common vei 


I lett my life behind my care; and su you 
see that you wrong me too much (if any 
such there be) as doubt my coldness in 
that behalf; for if I were not persuaded 
that nine were the true way of God’s will, 
God forbid that I shouid Jive to prescribe 
itto you. Take you hced lest Ecclesiastes 
say net too true, § They that fear the hoary 
trost, the snow shall fall upon them.’ I see 
many over-bvid with God Alinighty, making 
too many subtle scannings of his blessed will, 
as lawyers do with human testaments. The 
presumption 1s so great, as I may not sutfer it 
(yet mind I not hereby to aumnate Romanists, 
which what adversaries they be to mine estate 
is sufficiently known) nor tolerate New-fan- 
vledness, [mean to guidethem both by God’s 
holy true rule. In both parts be perils; and 
of the latter I must pronounce then danger- 
ous to a kingly rule, to have every man, ac- 
cording to his own censure, to make a doom 
of the validity aid pe of his prince’s govt. 

‘and cover of God’s word, 
whose followers must not be judged but by 
private men’s exposition, God detend you 
from such a ruler that so evil wil! guide you, 
Now I conclude that your love and care nei- 
ther is nor shall be bestowed upon a careless 
prince, but such as but-fur your good’ will 
passeth as little for this world as who careth 
least, with thanks for your free Subsidy, a ma- 
nifest shew of the abundance of your good 
wills, the which 1 assure you but to be eme- 
ployed to your weal, [ could be better pleased 
to return than receive.” 

The Part, dissolzved.} After this Speech 
was ended, her maj. in person prorogaed this 
pari. to-the 20th of May next; from which 
day it was again prorogued, at 6 different 
times, without any intervening session, to the 
14th of Sept. Accordingly on that day, the 
parl. being met, it is entered in the Journals 
of the Lords, That whereas this present pari, 
stood prorogued to the said 14th of Sept. yet 
the queen, by the advice of her privy-council, 
many great aud urgent causes oceasioning it, 
had given her lettcrs-patents, directed to sir 
Tho. Bromley, knt. chancellor of England, 
and others her commissioners, to dissolve this 
pearl. Which letters patent being read in the 
House, the lord chancellor declared it to be 
dissolved accordingly. 

A new Parl. called.| Writs were sent out 
to calla new parl. to meet at Westminster, 
the 15th Oct. 1586. From that day, ‘ for die 
vers good causes and'considerations,’ the parl. 
was prorogued to the @7th, and from thence 
to the 29th of the same month. On which 
dav, the Lords and Commons being assem-: 
bled in the House of Peers, expecting the 
coming of the Queen, the Lord Chancellor ine 
formed them, that great and urgent business 
prevented her maj. from being present; but 
that she. had, by her letters patents, constie 
tuted and appointed the most rev. father in 


Christ, Ses abp. of Canterbury, Wm. Cecil, 
. 8 sai 
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lord Burleigh, lord high-treasurer of England; { Lords and Commons together. And, we are 
and Henry, carl of Derby, lord high-steward, | told, in the Journals of the latter, that on 
her maj.’s commissioners; in her name, to | Nov. 3d, whilst a private bill was reading, and 
hold and do every thing that was necessary | one member offering to speak to it, 
for ber in this present parl. Which letters} Sir Christopher Hatton, vice-chamberlain, 
patents being openly read in the House, the | stood up and told the House, ‘ ‘That having 
said Commissioners Jett their own scats, and; matter of most great importance to deliver 
went to a seat prepared for them, on the right | unto this House, trom her maj. he was so hold, 
side of the Chir of State, beneath the steps. | with their good favours, for this time to inter- 
Then the Lord Chancellor, after going first to | rupt the speech intended by the gentlemen 
the said Lords, and conferrmg with them, ! that offered to speak to the seid tall. and 
trom his accustomed place spoke to the! then shewed, that her maj. thinking that all 
Houses to this eftect:—“ That the present | those of this House, which were lately in the 
purl, was summoned for no usual causes; not | Higher House when the lord chane. declared 
tor making of new laws, whereof her maj. | the cause of her highness’s summoning of this 
thought there were more made than executed: | parl. could not hear the same; and also that 
nor tor Subsidies and Fifteenths, of which, al- | Inany of the members of this Huuse now here 
though there was some occasion for them, yet! present, were not then come up or returned; 
her maj. would not charge her loving subjects ; commanded him to deliver unto this House the 
at this time; bot the cause was rare and ex- | Summary Cause of her maj.’scalling and assem- 
traordinary; of great weight, great peril, and | bling of this creat Council at this tame; which 
dangerous consequence. He then declared ; was not to make any more Laws, as being 
what dangers had been contrived of late, and | many more already than well executed; nor 
how miraculously the merciful providence of { vet any Subsidy, albeit, if need so required, 
tiod, by the discovery thereof beyond all | the same were canvenicnt enough to be done; 
human policy; had preserved her maj. The} but to consult for such matters as the like 
destruction of whose sacred person was most | were never almost heard of, nor any pari. called 
traitorously imagined and designed to be com- | for, in former time, that can be found or read 
passed.” He then shewed, “ what misery the | of. And so very excellently, plainly, and ef 
loss of so noble a Queen would have brought | fectually, made relation of the hornble and 
to all estates; that although some of these | wicked Practices and Attempts, caused and 
traitors had suffered according to their demee | procured by the Queen of Scots, so called; 
rits, yet one remained, that by die course of | meerly tending to the ruin and overthrow of 
law had received her sentence; which was the | the true and sincere Religion established in 
chief cause of this assembly, and wherein her | this realm; the invasion of this realm by to- 
maj. required their faithful advice. Where-| reign forces; rebellion and civil wars, and di: 
fore, said he, that you may usually and orderly | sentions within this realm. Yea, and withal 
proceed herein, you of the Commons House, | (which his heart quaked and trembled to utter 
are to make present choice of some one | and think on) the Death and Destruction of 
amongst you to be your Speaker, and present | the Queen’s most sacred person, to the utter 
to the lords-licutenants as soon as conveuiently | desolation and conquest of this most noble 
you may.” After which the lords-licutenants | realin of England. And so discoursing of the 
adjourned the parl.to Monday next.—Oct. 31, | matter, and the great, execrable treacheries 
the Commons presented to the lords-lieute- | and conspiracies of the said Queen of Scots, 
nants John Puckering, esq. serjeant at law, as | even from the first to the last, in particulanties 
their Speaker; who, with the usual forms, was | very amply and effectually (such of them, at 
adnitted by them; and then the House was! the least, as have been hitherto discovered) 
adjourned to Nov, 4th, On which day also, | shewing also, very manifestly and evidently, 
_ nothing is entered in the Journals. the proofs and all other circumstances of the 
Proceedings retatice to the Queen of Scots.) | same treachery and conspiracies ; and so think- 
Nov, 5, the Lord Chancellor made another | eth good, for his part, that speedy consultation 
speech to the Lords, in which he set forth the | be had by this house for the cutting of her off 
foul and indiscrcet dealings, practised by the | by course of justice; tor that otherwise our 
Queen of Scots, against her maj.and the whole | said sovereiyn lady, the qucen’s majesty’s most 
realin; notwithstanding the manv great Bene- | royal person, cannot be continued with safety; 
fits and Favours which the said Queen had re- | concluding with this sentence, ‘ Ne pereat I» 
ccwed of ber maj. After the chancellor had | racl, pereat Absolon.’—This speech was se- 
ended, lord Burleigh, lord treasurer, stood up; | conded by the chanc. of the excheq. the chanc. 
and, as one unto whom the whole Proceedings ; of the duchy, and mr. sec. Woolley ; who all 
of the said Queen of Scuts were better known, | spoke, at large, to the same point ; reciting 
because of his long serviccs to his most gracious | the horrible treasons and conspiracies, caused 
sovereign lady, ever since the beginning of her | aud procured by the said Queen of Scots. 
reign, related them «at large to the House. ! Which speeches being ended, the house re- 
Which two speeches made the whole business | sulved to resume the affair on the morrow. 
of that day —To make the Proceedings of this! Accordingly, on the next day, the House 
oats agninst this unhappy Queen, more intel- | being reminded, by the Speaker, of going upon © 
igible to our readers, we shall joiu those of the! the ‘Great Cause,’ as they termed it, ecveral 
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more specches were made by other minicters ! 


of state; as also by sir Wm. Herbert, sir Thos. 
Scott, mr. Francis Bacon, mr. Alford, mr. 
Tizogmorton, mr. Barker, mr. Dalton, ir. 
Bayubrigg, and mr. Solicitor; all vebement 
against the Qucen of Scots, charging her with 
trersonable practices against the hfe of the 
Queen, and procuring a furcign invasion to 
further those attempts. Cancluding, that such 
practices could never be prevented hereuatter, 
unless the said Scottish Aucen did presently 
suffer the execution due to justice and ber de> 


should be appointed to consider of a Petition 
to her maj. to that purpose, and also to request 
the Lords, if they thought good, to jain with 
them in it. Accordingly, a Committee was 
appointed of all the Privy Council belunging to 
that House, and 44 other members. ‘There is 
an Kutry made in this Journal of the couclu- 
sion of a Speech, said to be spoke by one mr, 
George Moore, who averred, “ ‘That only Po- 


pointed to attend the said Lords, the lord 
chief justice of the Common Pleas, the chier 
baron, and mr. Justice Gaudie. 

Nov. 9th, several letters were read, as well 
from Babington to the Queen of Scots, a» fromy 
her to him, Charles Pavett, and others, The 
sentence pronounced by the cuminissioners, 
against the Scots Queen, was alsurcad. And 
a forin of a Petition agreed upon by the com- 
mnittees of both hauses. 

Nov, 10th, the Lords of the Committee made 
report to the whole House, that those of the 
Commons, upon hearing of the sentence, and 
divers af the special evideuces and proots, on 
Which the sentence was grounded, openly read 
unto them, after long deliberation and consi- 
deration had betwixt them, both publicly and 
privately, they all, with one assent, alluwed the 
said sentence to be just, truc, and honuurable ; 
and that the Commous humbly desired their 
Lordships to make chuice of such number of 
Lords as they should think meet to joi with 


them in petitioning her maj. Whereupon, the 
ate horrible and wicked treacheries and prac; | Lords made chvice of the fullawing, viz. the 
hiees, and the Queen of Scots a principal} lord chanc, the lord treasurer, the lurd great 
branch, issuing from the same raot, and the | chamberlain, the lord steward; the earls of 
most ‘aia and full of poison of all the other |} Northumberland, Kent, Rutland, Sussex, Pem- 
branches; for that the Pasiats in very deed,; broke, and Hertford; the lord bigh aduiral, 
for the most part, not knowing the person of} and the lords Abergavenny, Zouch, Morley, 
the said Queen of Scots, do wish the establish- | Cobham, Grey, Lumiey, Chandois, Buckhurst, 
ing of her in the crown of this realin, rather in{ De la Ware, and Norris.— Mew, The Com- 
respect of Popery (which she would sct up) {| mons madea request to have the Petiiion as- 
than for any atlection they bear ta her person ; | sented unto by both the Houses, to be enrolled 
and so likewise, for the mast part, all of tem {in the rolls ot Parl; which their lordshins 
either wish or cauld casily bear the death of | thought better to deter, until her maj.’s hiking 
her maj. though, perhaps, they wauld not shew | or dishking of it was west had of the same.—’ 
themselves ta be actors or dealers therein,” | ‘The Lords then adjourned to the 15th; again 
Hic therctore moveth, “ Thag it may be joined | to the 19th, and from thence to the 22nd of 
m the petition for the ‘ Great Cause,’ ‘That { the sane month, without any thing being en- 
her maj. may be moved to retain no servants | tered in their Journals, 
about her highness’s person, but such only as! In the inean time, thie Petinon was presented 
may be well known both to profess the trne{ to the Queen by the said Committee of Lords,- 
and sincere Religion, and also to be cvery way } and the members of the Commons, who were’ 
true and faithful subjects:” And further, | of the Privy Council, with as mauy more of 
“ That the laws already in force against Pa-| that body as to make up the number of 42. 
pists may be put in due cxecution."—These | Nov, 12 was the day appointed by the Queen 
eches being ended, mr. Speaker shewed, | to receive it; when the lord chance. in the’ 
iat the said motion, or any other, teuding to} name of the Lords, and on behalf of the Com-' 
the safety af her maj,’s person, may be very! mons, declared unto her maj. That both Houses, 


well delivered and remembered to the com-| atter many. Conferences, apd long consulta- 
tions, had concluded to be: humble suitors to 


mittees in the ‘Great Cause,’ by any member 
of the house. her maj. by way of Petition; the effect where- 
Nov. 7th, Whilst the Lords were debating | of was declared, at length, unto her, by the’ 
the matter of the Qneen af Scots, the Com- | orators aforesaid, and. the Petition itself deli- 
wons came up, and desired a Conference with} vered to ber maj. in writing.—Sir 8. D'Ewes 
some of their lordships, what number they, has given us, from an authentic copy of his 
should please to appomt, about the affair of} own, a series of notes, which, he says, were 
the Scottish Queen, which had been opened | made use of by the Speaker, in his OFALION te, 
to them. Whereupon, the Lords appointed | the quecn, on this occasion. Which, for fear 
the abps. of Canterbury and York, the lord | of making this matter too tedious, we purposely 
treasurer, the lord steward ; the earls of North- | omit and. hasten to the words of the Pe- 


serts.—It was then moved thata oe 
pery is the chief and principal root of all the 


uinberland, Kent, Rutland, and Sussex; the | tition itself; which, with she Answer to it, are. 


bys. of London, Durham, Winchester, and.| both preserved. by Camden, 

Worcester; the lord admiral, the lord cham-| Petition from the Lords and Commons, for the 
berlwin ; the lords Cobhain, Grey, Lumley, Erecution of Mury Queen of Scots. . _ 

Chandois, Buckhurst, De la Ware, and Nor-| “May it please your most Excellent maj. 
Tig for the conference. There was also ap-| We, your humble, loving, and faithful sab< 
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jects, the Lords and Commons in this pre- 
sent parl. assembled, having of long time, to 
our into-ceable grief, seen by how manifold, 
most dangcrous, and execrable practices, 
Nary, daughter, and heir of James V. late 
king of Scots, dowager of France, commonly 
called the Queen of Scots, hath compassed the 
destruction of your mai.’s most sacred and roy- 
al person: ant thereby not only to bereave us 
of the sincere and true religion ‘of dee de 
God, brmgmg us and this noble crown back 
again into the thraldoni of the Romish tyranny; 
but also utterly to ruinate and overthrow the 
happy siate aad commonwealth of this realm. 
Which beng, irem time to time, by the great 
merey and providence of God, and your bigh- 
ness’s singular wi-dum, foreseen and prevented ; 
your may. of your exceeding great clemency, 
and princcly maguaunury, bath most graci- 
ously passed over (althoueh often and instantly 
moved by your most Joving und faithful sub- 
jects, to the contrary, in umes, in your parlia- 
merits, and at many other times), and hath also 
protected and dereuded the said Scottish Queen 
from whose great dangers, which her own people, 
for certain detestable crimes and gricvous. of- 


fences to her imputed, hath determined against 


her, All which notwithstanding, the said queen 
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{tion of ‘your Royal Pérson, was Smagined and 


compassed by the said Babington, with the pre 

vity of the said Scottish Queen; and that she 
did also compass and imagine the Death and 

Destruction of your most royal person. Now, 

forasmuch as we, representing unto your maj. 
the univers:l state of your whole people of ail 

degrees in this your realm, do well perceive, and 
are fully satisfied, that the same sentence and 
judgment ‘is in all things most hon. just and 
lawful; and -having carefully and. effectually, 
according to our most bounden duties, weighed 
and considered, upon what ground and cause, 
so many traitorous and dangerous practices, 
against your most royal person and estate, and 
for the invading of this realm, have, for the 
space of many years past, grown and proceed- 
ed; do certainly find, and are undoubtedly 
persuaded, that all the same have been, from 
time to time, attempted and practised by and 
from the Scottish Queen, and by her con 
tederates, ministers, and favonrers ; who con- 
ceive an assured hope to atchieve speedily, by 
your maj.’s untimely death, that which they 
have long expected, and whereof, during your 
lite, they despair; to wit, to place her, the said 
Scottish Queen, in the imperial and kingly 
seat of this realm, and by her to banish and 


was nothing moved with these aod many other | destroy the professors and professing of the 


your ma}.’> most gracious, favours taward her; 


but rather obdurate inmatice, and, by hone of) 
1 ,» ON Pr 


continual inspunity, imboidened tu prosecute 
her crucl and mischievous determination, by 
some speedy and violent course; and now 
lately a very dangerous plot, being conceived 
and set down by Anthony Batington and 
others, that 6 desperate and wicke:! persons 
should undertake that wicked and most  horri- 
ble enterprize, to. take away your maj. lite 
(whom Gad, of his infinite’ mercy, long pre- 
serve), she did not only give her advice and di- 
rection upon every point, and all circum- 
stances concerning the same; and make ear- 
nest request to have it performed with all dili- 
gence ; but did also promise assurance of large 
reward and recompence to the doers thereof. 
which being informed to your maj. it pleased 
your highness, upon the earnest suit of such us 


| 


truce Religion of Jesus Christ, .and the ancient 
i nobility of this land; and to bring this whole 
'srate and commonweal to foreign subjection, 
land utter rum and confusion; which their ma- 
licious and traitero.s purpose they will never 
cease to prosecute, by all possible means they 
can, 80 long as they may have their eves and 
imaginations fixed upon that lady, the only 
ground of their treasonable hope and conceits, 
und the only seed-plot of all dangerous and 
traitorous devices and practices, against your 
sicred person. And seeing aiso what insolent 
boldness 38 grown mn the heart of the same 
Quecn, through your maj.’s former exceeding 
favonrs towards her; and thercupon werhing, 
with heavy and sorrowful hearts, in what con- 
tinnal peril in such-like desperate conspiracies 
and practices, your maj.’s most royal and sa 


‘ered person and lite (more dear unto us than 


tendered the satety of your royal person, and | our own) is and shall be still, without any pos- 
the good and quiet state of this realm, to di- | sible means to prevent it, 'sé long ag the said 
rect your Commission, under the Great Seal of | Scottish Queen shall be suffered to continve, 
England, to the Lords and others of your hich- | and shall not reccive that due punishment, 
ness’s Privy Council, and certain other Lords | which, by justice and the laws of this your 
_ ot Parl. with some of your principal judges, to ' realm, she hath, so often, and. so Many wars, 


examine, hear, and determine the sane cause ; 


for her most wicked and detestable offences, 


and thcreupon to give sentence or judgment, deserved : therefore, and for that we find, that 


according to a statute in that behalf made, in 
the 27th of your most gracious reign. By vir- 
tue whereof, the more part of the same Com- 
missioners, being in number 36, having at sun- 
dry times fully heard what was alledged and 
proved against the said Scottish Queen, in her 
Own presence, toucbing the said crimes and 
offences, and what she could say for her de- 
fence and excuse therein; did, after long deli- 
beration, give their sentence and judgment, 
with one cousent, that the Death and Destruc- 


if the said lady shall now escape the due and: 
deserved punishment of death for these ber 
most execrable treasons. and offences; your 
hichness’s royal person shall be exposed snto 
many more, Sn those more secret and dan- 
serous conspiracies, than before; and such as 
shall not, or cannot, be forescen or discovered, 
as these her late attempts have been; and 
shall not hereafter be -so well able to tke 
away the ground:and occasion of the same, a3 
now, by justice, may and ought to be done 
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We do most humbly besecch your most ex- 
cellent maj. that, as well in respect of the 
continuance of the true Religion now professed 
amongst us, and of the safety of your most 
royal person and estate, as in regard of the 

reservation and defence of us your most lov- 
ing, dutiful, and faithful subjects, and the 
whole commonwealth of this realm, it may 
please your highness to take speedy order, 
that Declaration of the same sentence and 
Judgment be made and pablished by procla- 
mation, and that thereupon direction be given 
for further proceedings against the said Scot- 
tish Queen, according to the effect and true 
meaning of the said statute: becruse, upon 
advised and great consultation, we cannot find 
that there is any possible means to provide for 
your maj.’s safety, but by the just and speedy 
Execution of the said Queen, the neglecting 
whereof may precure the heavy displeasure 
and punishment of Almighty God, us by sun- 
dry severe examples of his great justice in that 
behalf, left us, in the Sacred Scriptures, doth 
"ppear. And if the same be not put in_pre- 
sent execution, we your most loving and du- 
tiful subjects, shall thercby (so far as man’s 
reason can reach) be brought into utter despair 
of the continuance, amongst us, of the true 
Religion of Almighty God, and of your maj.’s 
life, and the safety of all your faithful subjects, 
and the good cstate of this most flourishing 
commonwealth.” 

The Queen's Answer.] After hearing the 
Petition read, the Queen with great majesty, 
both of countenance and speech, says our his- 
torinn, answered to this purpose :— So many 
and so great are the unmeusurable evraces and 
benefits bestowed upon me by the Almighty, 
that I must not only most humbly acknowledge 
them as benefits, but admire them as miracles, 
being in no sort able to express them. And 
though none alive can more justly acknowlcedze 
himself hound to God than I, whose life he has 
miraculously preserved from so many dangers: 
yet am I not more deeply bound to give him 
thanks for any one thing than for this which I 
will now tell vou, and which I account as a 
miracle ; namely, That as I came to the crown 
with the hearty vood-wilt of all my subjects, so 
now, after 28 years reign, I perceive in them 
the same, if not greater affection towards me; 
which should I once lose, I might, perhaps, 
find myself to breathe, but never could I think 
that I were alive. And now, though my life 

been dangerously shot at, yet, I protest, 
there is nothing has more grieved me, than that 
one, who differs not trom me in sex, one of 
like quality and degree, one of the same race 
and stock, and so nearly related to me in blood, 
shonid fall into so great a misdemeanor, And 
so far have I been from bearing her any ill- 
will, that, upon the discovery of some treason- 
able pascaees against me, I wrote privately to 
her, that if she would confess and acknowledge 
them, by a letter betwixt her and me, the 
should be wrapt up in silence. Neither did 


White thie with a perpose to intrap her; for I 
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knew already as much as she could confess, 
And even yet, though the matter be come thus © 
far, if she would truly repent, and no man 
would undertake,her cause avainst me, and if 
my life alonc depended hereupon, and not the 
safety and welfare of all ny people, I would (£ 
protest unfeignedly) willingly aud readily par- 
don her. Nav, if England might by my death 
obtain a more flourishing condition and a better - 
princes [would most gladly lay down my lite, 

or, for your sakes it is, and for my pceople’s, 
that I desire to live. As tor me, [see no such 
great reason (according as [ have led my life) 
why I should either be fond to live, or fear to 
die. Ihave had good experience of this world; 
I have known what it is to be a subject, and 
IT now know what it is to be a sovereign. 
Good neighbours I hare had, and I have met 
with bad: and in trust [ have found treason. 
I have bestowed bencfits upen ill-deservers; 
and where I have done wet! [ have been ill 
requited and spoken of. While I call to mind 
these things past, behold things present, and 
look forward toward things to come, I count 


| them happicst that go hence soonest. Never- 


theless, against such evils and mischicts as 
these, I am armed with a better courage than 
is cammon in my sex; so as whatsvever betals 
me, death shall never find me uuprepared.— 
And as touching these treasonable attempts, [ 
will not so far wrong myself, or the laws of 
my kingdom, as not to think Lut that she, 
having been the contriver of the said treasons, - 
was hound and liable to the ancient and for- 
mer laws, though the late act bad never hcen 
made; which notwithstanding was in no sort 
made to prejudice her, as divers who are in- - 
clined to favour her have imagined. So far 
was it from being made to entrap her, that it 
was rather intended to forewarn and deter her 
from attempting any thing agaist it. But 
seeing it had now the force of a law, [thought 
sood to proceed against her according to the 
same. But you lawyers are so curious in 
scanning the nice points of the Jaw, and pro- 
ceeding according to forms, rathcr than ex- 
pounding and interpreting the laws them- 
selves, that if your way were observed, she 
nust have been indicted in Staffordshire, and. 
have holden up her hand at the bar, and have 
been tried by a jury uf 12 men. A proper 
way, forsooth, of trving a princess! To avoid 
therefore such absurdities, 1 thought it better 


to refer the examination of so wetgbty a 


cause to a select number of the noblest per- 
sonages of the land and the judges of the 
realm; and all little enough. For we princes 
are set a9 it were upon stages, in the sight and 
view of all the world: the least spot is soon 
spied in our garments, the smallest blemish 

resently observed in us at a great distance. 

t behoves us therefore to be careful that oun 
proceedings be just and honourable. But I 
must tcll you one thing, that by this Jast act 
of parl. you have reduced me to such straits 
and perplexities, that I must resolve upon tha 
punishment of her who is a princess so nearly, 
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allied to me in blood, and whose practices 
againstme have so deeply affected me with 
grief and sorrow, that I have wilhugly chosen 
to absent myself trom this purl. lest L should 
increase my trouble by hearing the maiter 
Moenuioned; and not out of tear of any danger 


or treacherous alempt against me, as sume | 


think, But F wiil now tell you a farther se- 
eret, (though it be not usual with me to blab 
forth in other cases what [ know.) It is not 
long since these cyes of mine saw and read an 
vath, wherein some bound themsclves to kill 
me within a month. Hereby I see your dan- 
ger in my person, which I will be very careful 
to prevent and keep off.—The Association 
you entered into for iny safety I have not for- 
gotten; a thing [ neverso much as thought of, 
tila great number of hands and seals to it 
were shewed me. This has lai! a perpetual 
Ge and obligation upon me, to bear you a sin- 
gutar good will and love, who have no greater 
comfort than in your and the coimonwealth’s 
respect and affection towards me. But foras- 
much as the matter now in hand is very rarely 
exampled, and of greatest consequence, I hope 
- dv not look for any present resolution 
rom me: for my manner is, in matters of less 
moment than this, to dehberate long upon 
that which 1s but once to be resolved. Jn the 
mean time, I beseech Alinichty God so to il- 
luminate and direct my heart, that I may see 
clearly what may be best for the good of his 
Church, the prosperity of the Commonwealth, 
and your Satety. Aad that delay may not 
breed danger, we will signify our resolution to 
you with all conveniency. And whatever the 
best of subjects inay expect at the hands of 
the best princes, that expect from me to be 
performed to the full.” 

The Commony Journals inform us, that on 
the 1th of Nov. when the Speaker had re- 
ported to the House the substance of the 
Queen’s Answer, mr. Vice-Chamberlain stood 
up, aud having frst athrmed that the Speak- 
er’s Report was true, be added, that the 


Queen had commanded him that morfing to, 


signify to the house, “ That her highness, 
moved with some commiseration for the Scot- 
ush Queen, in respect of her former dignity 
and great fortunes in her younger years, her 
nearness of kindred to her maj. and also of 
her sex, could be well pleased to forbear tak- 
mg of her blood; if, by any other means to be 
devised, by the Great Council of this realm, 
the safety of her mayj.’s persun and govt, might 
be preserved, without danger of ruin and de- 
struction. But herein she left them neverthe- 
Iess to their own free liberty and dispositions, 
at pone otherwise at thcir choice. For, 
as her maj. would willingly hearken to the rea- 
sons of any particular member of this house; 
60, he added, they might exhibit their thoughts 
in that case either to any of the Privy Coun- 
cil, being of that house, or to the Speaker, to be 
by him delivered to her may.”—After the afore- 
said oratbr had delivered this message, he 
took occasion to put the House in mind, that 


at the beginning of this parl. the Lord Chanc. 


told them, that it was her maj.’s express cone 
mand, no Laws atall should be made in this. 
sessiou; her maj. purposing not to be present 
to give her royal asseut to any. Wherefore 
he desired that this jiouse melt be adjourned. 
to Nov. 18; in which une, he said, at might 
be her maj. would send some other answer to 
their Petition, which ehe yet had not read, 
And the House was adjourned accordingly.— 
On that day, after many specches and argu- 
ments, the Llouse came to a Resobution, “ That 
no other way, device, or means whatsoever 
could or can possibly be found or imagined, 
that such satetv can in any wise be had, so 
long as the said Queen of Scots doth or shall 
live.” " 

The Lords’ Journals say nothing of this 
Message, but there is reason to believe it was 
sent to them; because that authority informs 
us, that on the 22nd, “ After many debates in 
that House, the Lords agreed that the matter 
should be put to the quesuon; and every peer. 
being asked his several voice, answered, with 
one consent, “ That they could find no other 
way.”"—Item, “ ‘The same day, they ot the 
Lower House came up, and desired the Lords 
to be content to appoint some of their House 
to confer with then, upon the Answer that 
was to be made to her lughness. Whereupon 
the Lords made choice of the abps. of Can- 
terbury and York, and the lord-treasurer, &c. 
And the Lords, after conference had with the 
Committee of the Lower House, made repost 
that the hke question was propused to them 
of the Commons’ House, and that they an- 
swered all with one consent, no man guinsay- 
ing, “ That they could find no other way.” 
Whereupon the Committees of both Houscs, 
agreed upon this Answer to be made to ber 
maj. That having often conferred and long de- 
bated on that question, according to her high- 
ness’s commandment, they could tind no other 
way than what was set down in their Petition. 
Which Answer, for the Lords, was delivered 
to her majesty by the lord chancellor, and 
for the Commons hy their Speaker, at Rich- 
mond, Thursday, Nov, 24. Qn the 25th, the 
lord chance, delivered to the Lords her maj.’s 
Answer to their lust Resolution, the effect 
whereef was, ‘ If? said her maj. ‘ I should 
say unto you that I mean not to grant your 
petition, by my faith I should say unto you 
more than perhaps I mean. And if I should. 
say unto you I mean to grant your petition, I 
should then tell you more than js fit for you 
to know. And thus I inust deliver you an. 
unswer answerless.” 

Thus much yerbatim from the Lords’ Jour- 
nal. And all we have to add fram the same 
authority is, that an entry is made in this 
day’s proceedings of every thing done in the. 
foregoing relating to this affair; with a copy 
of the Petition at the conclusion. The un- 
happy Queen of Scots had not one advocate, 
in either House, that would or durst plead in 
her favour, The current against her was sa 
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wrong, as would then have overthrown all op- 
pesers, and involved them in the same ruin. 
There are several neces of broken speeches 
inserted in the Commons’ Journals, all tend- 
ing to her destructivun; but so interspersed 
and unconnected, as to render them tiresome 
toareader. It is casy to sce, by the scope of 
.the.argummemts used, that methods had been 
roposed to save this wretched Queen's life. 
tis very probable that all the prmces then in 
Christendom thought themselves interested in 
it, But it is certuin that the violent party 
against her in the Commons were eager to 
have her speedily destreved, for tear some fo- 
reign application should have force enough to 
save her. ‘This House, we are told, was 
greatly alarmed at the coming of the French 
ambassador, whu arrived in’ England about 
this ume, to make sume proposals for saving 
the Queen of Scots. One mir. Grice, a mem- 
ber, took notice in the House, that since that 
ambassadur was to have audience of her maj. 
the next day, who, he was tuliv persuaded 
within himself, came not tur any good to her 
maj. orto the realin; vet, kuowing that in 
such cases they are usually attended wh a 
cémpany of rascals, and the basest surt of peo- 
ple of their nation; and this rabble using to 
thrust into the presence of the prince, along 
with their master; he moved, What for bet- 
ter satety of her mayj.’s person, from any des- 
perate attempt of the said Frenchmen, it 
would please those of this house, who were of 
the privy council, to take order that the said 
ambassador might both be heard and receive 
his answer trom the council; and in no wise 
to have access to her roval person, To which 
It was answered by the Vice Chamberlain, that 
tlis matter had been considered of at the 
committees of buth houses, and orders given 
accurdingly, 

The last thing that secms necessary to ex- 
teact trom the Journal, relating to this busi- 
ness, is, that one day when sir F. Knolles was 
giving his opinion to the House, “ that there 
was no other course, &c.” he took occasion 
to propose, that earnest and devout Prayer 
should be made to God, to incline her inaj.’s 
heart tu the Petition of this House; and that 
some apt and special course of praver myht 
be devised and put down by some of this 
house ; and not only be exercised here every day, 
but also by all the members elsewhere abroad, 
and privately in their chambers. ‘fo this ino- 
tion it was answered by mr. Treasurer, that 
he took it to proceed from a good intention; 
but said that there was already a form of 
prayer extant ia print, and used in this ILouse 
_ for that purpose; avd every member might do 
the same privately if he pleased.—On the @nd 
of Dec. the Lords Commissioners adjourned 
this parl, to thé 15th Feb. following. 

Feb. 15, 1587, both Houses met pursuant 
to adjournment. The two first days nothing 
was done, because the Lord Chanc. was sick; 
on the 17th sir Edm. Anderson, knt. Lord 
Chie! justice of. the commons pleas, read pub- 


1587.—A Subsidy and Benevolence. [8416 
licly in the House of Lords, a commission from 
the queen, directed to -himselt, by which he 
was authorized and appowrcd, in the absence 
of the Id. chanc. to act in his stead. 

A Subsidy.| | March 7, a bill was sent up 
by the Commons, entitled, 6 An act tur one 
enure Subsidy, and two 15ths and 1Uths, to - 
be granted to her maj. by the temporality.’ 
[t passed on the 9th and the next day a bill 
for the Confirmation of one entire Subsidy, 
trom the Clergy, of 6s. in the pound, to be 
paid in 3 years, was read and passed also. 

Al Benevolence from both Houses. | But 
these acts not answering the pressing occasions 
of-the state; on the 11th of March, a Messace 
was sent from the Commons, requesting chug 
it would please the Lords to appoint a number 
of their House for a Conterence with a com- 
mittce of the other. Accordingly the abps. 
of Canterbury and York, the lord steward, the 
lord chamberlao, the eacds of Kent, Wor- 
cester, Rutland, Uerttord, and Leicester, the 
bps. of London, Winchester and Salisbury, 
the lords Cobham, Morley, Grey, Statford, 
Stourton,, Cromwell, North, Delaware ‘and 
Norris, were appointed. Who, the sume day, 
after the Conterence, made a Report to the 
House, “ That the Commons made humble 
suit to their lordships, to have the Lords of 
this House jom with them tn a contribution or 
Benevolence, which they of the Lower House 
Ineant to offer unto her may. The manner, 
how they meant to proceed therein, was opened 
by the abp. of Canterbury. On which report 
of the committee, the Lords thought good to 
refer their Answers herein till Monday next.” 
But we hear no more of this matter until the 
15th; when another Mem. is entered, “ Thag 
this day the Lords of the Committee made 
report unto the whole House, that apon divers 
contcrences had with the Commuttee of the 
Lower House, touching their request made to 
the Lords to join with them in petition to her 
mij. about a Benevolence, or contribution, 
which they of the Lower House thought good 
to offer unto her may.; the suid Lords of the 
Committee thought it good, for divers reasons, 
ty join with the Commons therein, which 
reasons, when the whole House bud heard and 
considercd, their lordshups did resulve that the 
Commons should be lett to themselves, and 
that they would take such order herein as to 
their lordships shall scem convenient.” Ace 
cordingly, the same Lords, us before, were 
chosen a new Committee to resolve upon the’ 
contribution; when after some conterence 
had amongst themselves, in respect of the 
great charges her maj. hath heretofore been 
at, and that her highness must be enforced to be: : 
athereafter, for the defence of this realin, and 
other her maj.’s dominions, they resolved treely 
to offer and give unto her 2s. 1n the pound, 
after the rate of the valuation of the Subsidy - 
of the temporality, granted in this present 
session of parl, Which resolution being atter= 
wards openly declared untu the whoie ffouse, . 


the ‘Temporal Lords, m regard that the Lords- 
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Spiritual had made a prior offer of contribu- 
tion to ber maj. did altogether, with one con- 
sent, mort willingly, raufy the said resolu- 
tun, both touching the sum aud the pay- 
ment thereof. 

On the last day of the session, the Commons 
. €ent up e new bill, ‘ for the Sale of the Lands 
of one Tho. Handford, for a debt due to the 
crown, &c.’ when the Lords had before passed 
a bil to the same eficct, and sent it down to 
the Commons. Therefore it is entered that 
since the Commons had rejected their bil, 
without conference with some of the Lords of 
fhis House, and tramed a new bill and sent 
up; their lordships thaught it a precedent so 
sicange, and so far contrary to the orders of 
this hiouse, that they resolved to put it to the 
question, Whether this new bill should be read 
here or not? ‘Ihe whole House being particu- 
larly asked their opinions, with one consent, 
they concluded, that it should not be read.— 
This is all that is material in the Lords Jour- 
nals, but that of the Commons ts much more 
filed with matters of consequence, which hap- 
pened at this 2d meeting of the part. 

Sir C. Hatton opens to the House the Affair 
i} the Spanish Invuston.| Feb. 22, Sir Carist. 

alton, Vice-Chamberjain, acquainted the 
tlouse, “ That it was her maj.’s pleasure that 
they should have disclosed to them the dangers 
the nation then stood in; that she thanked 
Ged she had so good a House of Commons, 
and wished this session might be short, that 
men concerned as governors might go hame to 
the:r governments, tor the sake of hospitality 
aud detence; and to take another tine for 
making laws, except such us are pow ne- 
cessary.” ‘The dangers which he spoke of, he 
urged, were those of ancient malice against 
the queen; which were to be prepared for, 
and God invoked for his assistance. ‘The sub- 
stance of the rest of his speech, he drew up 
under the following heads: “ ‘The Catholics 
abroad, the Pope, the King of Spain, the 
Princes, of the League, the Papists at home, 
and their .Ministers.”—The principal root 
thereof: the Council of Trent, which agreed 
to extirpate christian religion (which they term 
heresie) whereunto divers princes assented, 
and bound themselves in solemn manner. Pope 
Pius V. sent his excommunication against her 
roaj.; dr. Morton and Mendoza, a Spanish 
ambassador, bestirred them; 2 northern re- 
- bellion was bred, the Pope and the rest prac- 
tised fur the Scottish queen, and she being 
acquainted proceeds by their means. Pope 
Paulus XII. procecds, and sends Jesuits and 
Seminaries to England and Ireland, and they 
proceed to invcigle the subjects, and dissuade 
them from obedience. Visko beginning a Rebel- 
lion in Treland. James Fitz-Morris turthereth the 
execution thcreot, Dr. Sanders and Desinond 
stir new rebellion there, and wrote into Fng- 
band, &c. Parry was moved to kill her 
IRajesty and persuaded it was meritorious, 
Pope Sixtus V. imitateth the other Popes to 
esccute their tormer devices, aud writeth to 
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the cardinals of Lorrain and Guise, that he 
will overthrow the glorious gospel; and there- 
fure moved them to join with the princes of 
the league, and to practise to win the king of 
Scots, and to set up the Scottish queen in 
England, and made his reckoning of the 
Cantons that be popish, the Switzers, the duke 
of Savoy, the duke of Ferrara, king of Spain, 
and king of France. <A cliet’ instrament fto 
work this, was father Hicury. Le was sent 
into Germany, and over Italy and France, 
and wrote to the Scottish queen, that the 
powers will join to overthrow England, and 
make known the effect of his labour to the 
Pope. Invasion should have been made into 
England and Ireland the last year, and not 
unlike to be attempted this year. The Pope 
excommunicateth the king of Navarr. The Pope 
accounteth not of popish preaching and per- 
suasions that way; but nevertheless moveth all 
to use the world, and for maintenance thereof 
spureth his treasure otherwise, and withdraweth 
maintenance from Jesuits ‘and Seminaries: 
and divers others Ictters were found with the 
Scottish queen, which prove all these to be 
true. If we serve Almighty God in sincerity 
of heart, we need not to tear. It is to be re- 

| membered that the king of Spain sought to 

| recover some part “of his father’s credit, by 
using our treasure and force to get st. Quintin’s; 
| but he soon made his advantage of it, and re- 
| garded not our territories in France, but suf- 
| fered the loss of Calais and all our territories; 
| and after the death of queen Mary what he 
could. Her maj. sought tor his good-will, 
sending the lord Montague, the lord Cobham, 
sir Tho. Chamberlain, mr. Maun, and others; 
and they were but hardly used, some of them 
were offercd great indignity and mr. Maun’s 
son forced, by. strength, to do a kind of pen- 
ance. He comforted the queen's enemies, 
he giveth colour of wars, he chargeth the 
queen that her subjects have aided his rebels 
in the Low Countries, with countenancing 
Monsicur with money at Cambray, with send- 
ing her nobility with him into the Low 
Countries, with the actions of sir Francis 
Drake, with assistance of the Low Countries. 
Of the Purpose of the Combined’ Princes: 

' Their shew is to deal with the king of Navar 

| to extirpate him, but their drift is to ruin reli- 

‘mon, not only there, but to set upon and to 
work the ruin of it here slso ; wherein the car- 
dinals of Lorain and Guise are now very busy. 
Their malice is the more for executing the Scot- 

'tish queen, but their hope is the less. The 

| king of Spain’s designments are to invade Eng- 

| land and Ircland.—His Preparation : 360 sail 
of Spain; 80 gallies from Venice and Genoa; . 
1 galliass with 600 armed men, from the duke 

! of Florence ; 12,000 men maintained by Italy 

and the Pope; 6000 by the Spanish Clergy; 

' 12,000 by his nobility and gentry of Spain. It 

is reported that 10,000 of tbcse be horsemen ; 

| I think it not all true, but something there is.— 
We must look to the Papists at bome and 
abroad. It hath touched us .in the blood of 


| 
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the nobility, and the bloed of many subjects. 
They practize to frame subjects against all 
duty, und bring in doctrine of lawtulacss and 
merit tu kill the Queen, and have seut their 
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in hon. courtesy, because of his state, who was 
a king anointed and crowned ; though his seat 
was not long untroubled, aud conuug hither an 
hon. and courteous mauner, though something 


struments abroad to that purpose.—Two | weakened, required the entertainment he had. 
manner of forces are to be handled. Assistance |! —Tien he iterated, that the great grief is Ke- 


to the Low Countries, and defence by torce 
otherwise. That God inay assist us in justice, 
in right, in defence against those princes. ‘The 
Assistduce is acceptable that will be prontable. 
Her maj. oweth cect there in hynour, accord- 
ing to the Leagues, especially between us and 
the house of Burgundy: which Leagues diiter 
from leagues growing between prince and 
prince, fur they grew between the people and 
this state. We are boand to help them in 
honour according to the leagues. Many mar- 
rages and many secrecies have been long be- 
tween us, and the relieving of the aifictions of 
that people may not be omitted.—The heads 
of their miseries are the Spanish Inquisition by 
Placard, using strange tortures not to be suf- 
fered; great impositions without and against 
law, sending some of their people into Spain 
and there tyraunized over; their noblemen 
done away; taking their towns, and setting 
tyrants over them to use them like dogs. ‘Lhe 
purpose was to bring the Low Countries into a 
monerchal seat, and then, ve nobis. The 
quecivs dealing there is warranted by God. 
he queen is occasioncd of necessity fur safety 
of her dominions and us, that that country 
may be preserved, ihat the English commodi- 
tes may be vented there with readiness, sutely 
and protit; the recovery thereof will be good 
for this country and crown; it may not be sut- 
fered thut a neighbour should grow too strong. 
—The king of Spain sccketh to be yet greater; 
he hath already a seat in council amongst the 
princes of Germany, by reason of territories 
his father got there; and, if he could, he would 
frame the Low Countries to his desire.—.As to 
the pretence of Injurics before remembered : 
as to the first guing over, her maj. mishiked it, 
and punished some of the captains (he named 
sir Humtrey Gilbert for one.) Concerning 
Monsieur, the first time her maj. drew him 
from proceeding for the Low Countries; the 
2nd time she consented that he should only as- 
sist the Low Countries, which Monsicur atter- 
wards abused, contrary to her maj.’s meaning, 
Concerning mr. Drake’s first Vovage, her may. 
knew it not; and when he came home, she 
seized the whole mass of substance, brought by 
him, to satisty the king of Spain (if cause su re- 
quired) and thereupon desired certificate for 
Invasion into Ireland.—Concerning mr, Drake’s 
last Voyage, it was to meet with the restraints 
and seisures in Spain, and their purpose of war 
was thereupon discovered ; torthere was found 
by the master of mr. Bond’s ship, who took 
the Corrigedore, and others, a commission 
from the king of Spain, whereby he termed us 
his rebels, as he termed the Low Countries.— 
He then remeinbered another Grievance not 
touched before, which was the entertaining of 
sa Anthony. Which he answered to be done 
OL. 1. 
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ligion, and said that all godiy ones are bound 
to defend it. He then commended ber naj.’s 
courage against her enemies malice, esteennyg 
it nu less than the stoutest kings in Europe. 
Mr. Chane. of the Bachegucr concluded, 
that the vreat preparations of war which was 
ht speedily to be thought of und provided, 
would grow chargeable ; and thercture thoughe 
it fit with expediuon, that the house should 
appuint a convenient number tu set down asr- 
ticles fora Subsidy. Wuliereupou all the privy 
council bemg of this house, the first knight for 
every shire, and others, were appomted to 
meet im the exchegues-chamber. : 
Nivtion for altering the Comsoa Prayer.) 
Feb. 27. Mr. Cope, after touching upon the 
necessity of a learncd Ministry, and the 
wnendient of things amiss iv the Ecclesias- 
tical Estate, oifercd to the house a bill, 
and a written book; the bill containing a 
ie that it might be enacted, that eil 
aws nuw in force, touching Ecclesiastical 
government should be void: and that it might 
be enacted, that the Book of Conunon Praver, 
now oftered and nonce other, migit be received 
luto the church to be used. ‘The book cun- 
tained the form of prayer and acininistration 
of sacraments, with divers mtes and ccremo- 
nies, to be used in the church. And desiring 
that the book imight be read, mi. Speaker, in 
effect, used this spcech: “ For that her ima). 
beiore this tine had commanded the house not 
to meddle with this maiter, and that her maj. 
had promised to take order in those cases, Le 
doubted not but to the good satisiaction of ail 
her people; he desired that at would please 
them to spare the reading of it. Notwithe 
standing the house desired the reading of it, 
Whereupon mr. Speaker willed the clerk to 
read it. And the clerk being ready to read it, 
mr. Dalton made @ motion against the read- 
lng of it; saying, that it was not meet to be 
read, and that it did appoint a new form of 
administration of the Sacraments and Cere- 
monies of the Church, to the discredit of the 
Book of Common Praver and the whole state ; 
and thought that this dealing would bring her 
maj.’s indignation against the huuse, thus to 
enterprize the dealing with those things which 
her maj. especially had taken imto ber own 
charge end direction. Whereupon mr. Lewke- 
nor spoke, shewing the necessity of preaching, 
and of a learned ministry, and thought it very 
fit that the petition and book should be read, 
To this purpose spake mr. Harleston and nr. 
Bainbrigy; and so the time being passed, the 
house brake up, and neither the petition noe 
book read.” ‘This done, her maj. sent to mr. 
Speaker, as well forthis Petition and Book, as 
for that other petition and book for the lke 
effect, that was delivered the last session of 
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parliament which mr. Speaker sent to her ma- 
jesty. 

Dr, Wentworth’s Speech relating to the Li- 
berties of the House.) March 1,“ Mr. Went- 
worth delivered unto mr. Speaker certain Ar- 
ticles, which contained Questions touching the 
- Liberties of the House, and to some of which 
he was to answer, and desired they might be 
read. Mr. Speaker required him to spare his 
motion until her maj.’s pleasure was further 
known, touching the Petition and Book lately 
delivcred into the house; but mr; Wentworth 
would not be so satisfied, but required his 
Articles might be read: Mr. Speaker said he 
would peruse them, and then do what was 
fit.” This is all the Journals afford us; but 
sir S. D’Ewes bas given us mr. Wentworth’s 
Speech and the Questions at large, which are 
too important to be omitted: the Speech was 
as follows : 

“‘ Mr. Speaker, forasmuch as such laws as 
God is to he honoured by, and that also such 
laws as our noble sovereign and this worthy 
‘Tealm of England are to be enriched, strength- 
ened, and preserved by, from all foreign and 
domestic enemies and traitors, are to be made 
by this hon. council, I as being one inoved and 
stirred up by all dutiful love, and desirous even 
for conscience sake, and of'a mind toset forward 
God’s glory, the wealth, strength, and satety 
of our natural queen and commonweal, do car- 
nestly desire, by question, to be satisfied of a 
few Questions to be moved by you, mr. Speak- 
er, concerning the Liberty of this hon. coun- 
cil: for £ do assure you, I praise my God for 
it, that Ido tind in myself a willing mind to 
deliver unto this hon. assembly some little 
taste and account of that simple talent, which 
it hath: pleased God, of his singular favour and 
goodness, to bestow upon me, to gain to his 
highness’s honour and glory ; and to shew unto 
my noble prince and commonwealth, truc, 
fuithful, and dutiful service; of the which 
mind, 1am sure, mr. Speaker, here are muny 
godly, faithful, and true-hearted gentlemen in 
this hon. assembly; howbeit, the want. of 
knowledge and experience of the Libertics of 
this hon. council, doth hold and stay us back, 
For as we have a hearty desire to serve God, 
her maj. and this noble reulm; even so are 
we fearful and loth to give or offer any offence 
to her maj. or unto her laws; the which, we 
presuine, we shall not do, if we keep our 
sclves within the circle of them, and no man 
can observe that whereof he is ignorant. 
Wherefore I pray you, mr. Speaker, eftsoons 
to move these few Articles, by Question, 
whereby every one of this house muy know 
how far he may proceed in this hon. council, 
in matters that concern the glory of God and 
our trne and loyal service to our prince and 
stace, For I am fully persuaded, that God 
cannpt be honoured, neither our noble prince 
or commonweal preserved or maintained, 
Without free speech and consultation of this 
hon. council, both which consist upon the Li- 
verties of this hon, eouncil, aud the Know- 


maj. for the restitution of 


ledge of them also, So here are the Ques 
tions, mr. Speaker: I humbly and heartily be- 
secch you to give them a reading, and God 
grant us true and faithful hearts in answering 
of them ; for the true, faithful, and hearty ser- 
vice of our merciful God, our lawful prince, 
und this whole and worthy realm of England, 
will much consist hereafter upon the answer 
unto these questions. Wherefore it behoveth 
us to use wise, grave, and godly considera- 
tions in answering of them. Therefore the 
Lord direct our tongues, that we may answer 
them even with his spirit, the spirit of wisdom, 
without the which our wisdom is nothing else 
but foolishness.” 

The Questions.] ‘ Whether this council be 
not a place for any member of the same here 
assembled, frecly and without controlment of 
any pera, or danger of laws, by bill or 
speech, to utter any of the griefs of this com- 
monweaith whatsoever, touching the service of 
God, the safety of the prince, and this nuble 
realn?—Whether that great honour may be 
done unto God, and benefit and service unto 
the prince and state without free Speech in 
this council, which may be done with it?— 
Whether there be any council which can 
make, add to, or diminish from the laws of the 
realm, but only this council of parl.?—Whe- 
ther it be not against the orders of this coun- 
cil to make any secret or matter of weight, 
which is here in hand, known to the prince or 
any other, concerning the high service of God, 

rince, or state, without the consent of the 

ouse?——Whether the Speaker, or any other, 
may interrupt any member of this council in 
his speech used in this house, tending to any 
of the fore-named high services?—Whether 
the Speaker may rise when he will, any mat- 
ter being propounded, without consent of the 
house or not?—Whether the Speaker may 
over-rule the house in any matter or cause 
there in question; or whether he is to be ruled 
or over-ruled in any matter or not ?—Whether 
the prince and state can continue, stand, and 
be maintained without this council of par. 
but by altering the govt. of the state?” 

We are told that the Speaker did not think 
proper to put these Questions to the house ; 
but shewed them to sir Tho. Heneage, a pri 
counsellor; and soon after mr. Wentwort 
was committed prisoner to the Tower. And 
March 2nd, mr. Cope, nr. Lewkenor, mr. 
Harleston, and mr. Baynbrigg, the 4 speakers 
to the motion aforesaid, were sent for before 
the Id. chanc. and divers of the privy council, 
and by them sent to the Tower after mr. 
Wentworth. Two days after this, 

Sir John Highum made a motion, “ That 
since scveral good and necessary members of 
that house were taken from them, it would 
please them to be humble petitioners to her 
ei again to the 
house.” To which . 

Mr. Vice-Chamberlain answered, That if 


the gentlemen were committed for matter 
within the compass of the privilege of the 
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house, then there might be room for a petition. 
But if not, adds he, we shall occasion her maj.’s 
furthcr displeasure. He rather advised tu stay 
tll they heard more, which could not be long. 
And further, as to the Book and Petition, her 
maj. had, tor divers good causes best known to 
herself, thought fit to suppress the same, with- 
out any farther exumination of them, And 
yet he conceived it very untit for her maj. to 
give any account of her actiuns.”—-We hear 
uo more of this matter, nor how long these 
gentlemen were prisoners in the Tower; aud 
it 1s surprising that neither Cambden, nor any 
other historian, take any notice of su important 
an affair. | 

March 28rd, the Lord Chief Justice de- 

clared to both Houses in furm, that her maj, 
for certain reasons, could not came dawn to 
the house to pass the bills; and therefore had 
granted her letters patents, in which the titles 
of all the bills are particularly recited for that 
purpose. Which commission being openly 
read, the said lord chief justice produced other 
Ictters patents, directed ta the two abps. the 
great oihcers of state, &¢c. constituting them 
her maj.’s commissioncrs to dissolve this parl.; 
which being read, the pagl, was dissolved acz 
curdingly, 

«l new Parl, called.) A new pari, was sum. 
nmoned to mect at Westminster on the 12th of 
Nov. in the 30th year of her maj.’s reign. 
When being assembled accordingly, it was, by 
letters patents, directed ta sir Christ, Hatton, 
kot. then lord chancellor, Wim, lord Burleigh, 
lord treasurer, &c, prorogued ta the 4th of 
Feb. 1588-9. At which time, being again as- 
sembled, and the Queen present, the Lord 
Chancellor opened the cause of the summons 
to this effect: he told them, say the Lords’ 
Journals, “ ‘That her maj, had made it her. 
constant study, from the very beginning of hes 
reign to this tine, to preserve peace, not only 
at home, but also abroad, That she had given, 
ho oceasiun ta the many princes abuut ber ta 
invade her dominions; nor had taken ars ta 
revenge the many ijuries which others had 
brought against her. Peace she ever had above 
all things at beart, had nourished and pre- 
served it. Neither the infant state of Scot- 
land, nor the treachery of France, nor the di- 
visions of her enemies, nor the frequent suli-. 
citations of the Dutch, nor even all these 
things, could move her to make war, And, 
when she heard that mighty preparations were 
making against her aud her kingduin, she 
chose rather to propose peace than to cast all 
hopes of it aside: tor she sent a set of grave, 
prudent, and noble persons, as her ambassa- 
dors, to treat af it. Which, whilst they were 
labouring to effect, behold, a vast navy of 
Spanisb ships were seen on our English coasts. 
Such a navy, that for number ard greatness of 
the ships, for quantity of arms and military 
forces, aud for all kinds of necessary stores, 
was never seen to float on the ocean before. 
But God Almighty, her maij.’s hope, defender, 
and preserver, rendered this vast Anuado of 
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her enemies vain and useless. For the British 
navy, by far infenor in number and strength, 
happily attacked, once and again, those huce 
raised-up rocks and mountains of ships; and, 
at the third conflict, so dispersed, shattered, 
ind disabled them, that never thinking to re- 
new the fight, they fled for it, and took a long 
course hitherto unticard of; for they stecred 
round Scatland, Ireland, and the must north- 
ern regions, and by thase means hoped to re- 
giin the Spanish coasts. But what shipwrecks 
they suffered, what hardships they bore, how 
many ships, saldiers, and seamen they lust, 
neither enn they yet know, nor we for certuin 
learn, Some few slups escaped to Spain; but 
so shaken, shattered, and furlorn, as they can 
never be of use to them again, ‘The soldiers 
and sailors wha have survived were so miserae 
bly harrassed by hunger, thirst, and other 
hardships, that they cannat of a long. time 
recover their former health. But to what end, 
says he, da I, by this recital, endeavour to 
make you secure and void of fear? Do not 
you imagine, I say, that they are ardently stu 
dious of revenge; and that they will not em- 
ploy the power, the strength, tbe riches of 
Spain, and the forces of both kingdoms, to ac- 
complish it? Know you not the pride, fury, 
and bitterness of the Spaniard against you? 
Yes, adds he, this is the great cause of sum- 
mouing this parl,; that in this most full assem- 
bly of the wisest aud most prudent persons, 
called together from all parts of this kingdom, 
as far as human counsel can advise, a diligent 
preparation may be made, that arms and. 
forces and inoney may be in readiness; and 


that our aa which is the greatest bulwark . 


of this kingdom, may be repaired, manned, 
and fitted out for aJl events with the. utmost 
expedition.” 

After the Chancellor. had ended his oration, 
the Queen adjourned the House of Lords to. 
Feb, 6, to give me to the Commons to chouse 
their Speaker. Accordingly, on that day, the 
Commons presented ta the queen George 
Snagg, serjeant at law, for their Speaker, who, 
with the usual ceremonies, was contirmed, 
The Lord Chancellor, at the end of the ad- 
missioo speech only admoanishing the com- 
mons not to extend their privileges to any un- 
reverend and unsbecoming Specches, or unne-. 
cessary accesses two her ingj. ‘The first thing 
the Lords weut upon was to bring in a bill 
concerning the Raising and Regulating of 
Otfiicers and Soldiers; and the Commons about 
raising a Supply. The former bill passed the 
Lords, and went no further; but a bill against 


the embezzling of Armour, Habihments of: 


War, aod Victual, which was imade felony, 
became a statute. 

A large Supply granted.}| | March 11, an 
“ Act far three 45ths and 10ths, and —— en- 
tire Subsidies, granted by the temporality,” 
was sent up to the Lords. Whether there is, 
any mistake in this entry or no is uncertain; 
but, on the 14th, whew the bill was first read, 
in the Lords, it was intituled, “ anAct for the 
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granting of four 15ths and 10ths and two en- 
tire Subsidies;” and was passed under the 
same tide on the 17th. On the same day a 
bill was read tor the Confirmation of a Sup- 


ply granted by the Clergy, which consisted of 


two subsidics of 6s. in the pound, to be paid 
yearly by 2s. in the pound. How this vast 
Supply was carried in the Commons will ap- 
pear in the sequel. : 

- Debate ona ll for Regulating Abuses in 
the Exchequer, &e.]  Veb. 17th, when the mo- 
tion was made for a Supply to be granted to 
her maj. sir Edw. Hobby complained to the 
house that several particulars ot a speech, he 
had made on the bill tor Regulating Abuses in 
the Eachequer, had been reyortcd out of the 
house, tor which he had been sharply rebuked 
by a very great Person. And praviug that the 
said tnli might be again read and committed. 
he was in some sort interrupted by the Chanc, 
of the bscheq.; who said, “ Yhat he offered 
Not to speak to any prejudice of the said mo- 
tion; but putting the house in remembrance 
of their charge given unto him and others, tor 
conterence to be had touching some conve- 
nent Supply of treasure to be had and levied 
for the necessary detence of her maj. and this 
realin, now presently in danger of such mighty 
and great enemies, as erst of late hath bccn at 
large delivered unto this house by some mem- 
bers of the same, declared unto them, that he 
and the greater part of the residue of the com- 
wittees therein, though divers of them did not 
give that attendance therein which so great 
and weighty a cause dpth require, have met 
and had conterence together about the same, 4 
several times; and, that at the last time of 
their said conierence, they resolved upon such 
an extraordinary proportion of provision, as 
they thought, the present extraordinary occa- 
sion of necessity doth require, and that they 
did set the satie down in writing, which he 
also moved might be read unto them; to the 
end that if it might upon the reading thereof, 
stand with their good-liking to allow of it and 
pive their assents unto it, mr. Speaker might 
then deliver it to her maj.’s learned council, to 
have the same tramed into the form of a bill 
to he procecded in and past in this house; 
and shewed further, that as the grant of this 
conirbution 1s greater than hath been hereto- 
fore for the most part ordinarily used to be 
granted (the prescnt necessity so requiring it) 
so thinking good amongst them it should not 
hercatter be an occasion of a precedent to pos- 
terity tor the like (without like cause) divers of 
thein were of opinion, that some meet words 
to such an effect might be inserted in the pre- 
amble to the bill. And shewed further, that 
one of the committecs, to.wit, mr. Francis 
Bacon, Lad for that purpose set down a Note 
In writing, which, he said (if it pleased them) 
they might also hear read, and afterwards (if 
they thought good) mizht also be delivered to 
her maj.’s said learned council likewise with 
the said other note; and that withal the said 
mr. Bacon might repair to her maj.’s eaid 
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learned council for the further procecdin 
therein with them, if this house should so thin 


good. Whercupon the house liking well of 
this motion, both the said notes in wnung were 
read by the clerk, and afterwards agreed by 
the whole house, that the same notes should 
be forthwith delivered by mr, Speaker to het 
maj.’s said learned council accordinely, and 
the said mr. Racon also to repair unto them.” 
—After the Chancellor had ended, sir Henry 
Knvyvet entered upon tie complaint made by 
sir E. Hobby, und desired the house would take 
it nto consideration. He commended the mo- 
tion, and urged the present Reading of the bill. 
And, upon the question, it was ordered to be 
read immediately, and cummitted. 

The Queen's Messuge thereupon.} This bill, 
and another concerning Purveyors, gave great 
ofience at courrx. We tind that Feb. 97th, a 
Messace cane from the Lords to desire a con- 
ference with some of the Lower House con- 
cerning a Message they had just received from 
her maj. On this, a large committee were ap- 
pomted, why, returning, made report, “ That 
the lord treasurer had informed them the Mes- 
sage trom her maj. was concerning the bills 
atoresaid, which she greatly misliked in both 
cases. The one tending to regulate the officers 
and ministers of her own houschold; and the 
other, those of her own court and of her own 
revenues. In both which, if any should de- 
mean themselves ill, her maj. was of herselt 
both able and willing to retorm them. And 
would make public examples, to other officers, 


of those of her household or court who should 


at any time be found to offend.”—Many 
specches and ‘motions were made une this, 
what was best to be done to satisfy her maj. 
about their proceedings in these bills. At 
length, it was resolved to chuse another Com- 
mittce to consider of this matter; and, also to 
search precedents that might best serve to that 
purpose. And two days after, it was reported 
to the house, that the Committee thought the 
best way was to represent the case, as it stood, 
to her maj. by the mouth of their Speaker. 
Accordingly, March 8th, mr. Speaker shewed 
unto the House, *“ That he and others of this 
house, who were appointed to attend upon her 
maj. had access unto her highness yesterday; 
and that they received from ber maj. most 
comfortable and gracious speeches in far better 
sort and measure than he was any way able to 
repeat or open unto them, of her hihness’s 
great and inestimable loving care towards her 
loving subjects, yea more than of her own 
self, or than any of them have of themselves. 
And as to the parts of the present humble 
Petition of this house unto her highness, in the 
grievances by the Purvevors and in the Court 
of Exchequer, it pleased her maj. to tell them, 
That for the one, to wit, the abuses of Purvey- 
ors, her highness had given orders unto the 
late lord steward to address his letters unto all 
the shires of this realm, for the due inquiry 
and certificate of the misdemeanors of Purvey- 
ors in all places, tor eome courses thereupon to 


$57] 


- PARL. HISTORY, $5 Exrzanetn. 1592-8.—The Lord Keeper’s Speeck. 


[858 


be had for convenient redress in the same: { realms.” On which Message it was resolved 
and that before any order could well he taken / upon the question, “That this House would 
for accomplishing that good intended cilect; | join with their lordships in requesting her mia}. 
the Spaniards upon a sudden attempted the) to denounce war as woresa:id; and that the 
invasion of this realm; by reason wheieod her | Speaker should deliver the same to her on pre- 


maj. said, the said purpose was nol pericnned, 
And so shewing turther, that her may. having 
as much sail, wil and power to rule and 
govern her own household, as any subject to 
rule and govern theirs withont the help or aid 
of their nerehbours 3 so her liajesty uninding 
very carciuily of her own mere great love 
and aiicction towards her subjects very 
shortiy to cause a collection to be made ot 
ail the laws already in force touching Pur- 
veyors, and also all the constitutions of Ler 
hishuess’s houshold in that ease, and there- 
upon by the advice of her judees and ber 
learned council, to set down such » form and 
plot for the said redresses, yea, and that beiore 
the end of this present session, as shall be as 
Bo" an better tor the ease of the subjects, 

an that which this house had attempted 
without her privity, and in which they would 
have bereaved her maj. of the honour, glory 
and commendation of the same. Aud toucly 
hg the [Exchequer she said, it was her Cham- 
ber, aad sy ruure near unto her than the housc- 
hold: and that in the 10th year of her reign, 
her maj. had -aused certain orders and consti- 
tutions to be set down, for the due and fit 
course of sch things ja the saul court, as her 
subjects seom to be grieved tor.”—On which 
these two bilis were dropped, for that time ; 
but, as it seems, they were suon after revived, 
by the Qucen’s allowance, and passed into 
laws this parliament. 

Debate on the Supply] Tt was rot till Feb. 
26th that the bill ror granting a Supply was 
avain considered ; and several speeches being 
made for having it speedily ingrossed, it was 
opposed by others, who argued, “ That it was 
better tu proceed with other bills, as necessary 
for the commonwealth, which ought te be 
treated on and expedited before the Subsily 
bill; because it was their opinions when that 


. 


es 
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senting the Supply.” Aud that very day her 
maj. beimg come to the Upper Flouse, the 
Speaker went ap with the bills, and, in lus 
speech, moved the queen to denounce open 
War against the Spanish king, who had so lately 
threatened destruction to her maj. and these 
reals by his open and hostile invasion, Then 
atter giving the royal assent to 16 public and 8 
private acts, sir Christ. Hatton, knt. lord 
chaue. by the Queen’s command, dissolved 
-this parliament. ot 

Anew Parl, called.} Tt was not ull the 
year 1592-3, that a new purl. was called; 
when the necessities of the state again requiring 

‘a Supply, writs were issued tor ong to neet ag 
Westininster, on the 19th of Feb. At which 
tine and place the Quecn came to the House 
of Lords, and the Cuimmons being called up 

The L. Keeper's Speech at opening the Session, 
Sir Jukn Puckcring, knight, then lord-keeper, 
declared the cause of the suimmons ta thia 
cuect: 

“He shewed, in the first place, the anti« 
quity, nature, and use of parliaments. Then 
he set forth as the princm:al matter, (which 
her naj. did desire to have made known and 
manifest to all her loving subjects) the great, 
malice of the king of Spain, which he had to 
wards this realm, and this-he shewed, by suns 
dry lustauces; as the last intended [nvasion, 
his forces then addressed out of the Low-Coun~ 
tries tor that purpose, to have been conducted 
by the duke of Parma, &c. And then he pro- 
ceeded in the rest of his oration, to the purpose 
following: The high and inighty ships that thea 
he prepared and sent for that purpose, because 
he tound them not tit for our seas and such an 
attempt, he is building ships of a less bulk, after 
another fashion ; sume hke French ships, some 
like the shipping of Eugland; and many hath 
he gotten out of the Low-Countries. He is 


bill was once passed this house, there would | now, tor the better invading of England, plant- 


soon be an end of this sesaen., On which the 
question being put, it was carried for the in- 
grossuicnt of the bill. 


| 


Ing lim in Britainy, a country of more tacility, 
to ofend us than the Low-Countries ; there he 


After this, it met with | bath fortified hims¢lf in the most strong holds 


ho more opposition, but was passcd and sent | of that country.—In Scotland he hath, of late, 


up to the lords on the 11th of March. 
The Parl, dissotved.| March 29th, a Mes- 


sage was brought from the Lords, that their; and to assist him in his invasion thither, 


lordships desired the Lower House to concur 
with them in opinion, ‘That. since most of all 
those Treasons, which had been practised 
against her inaj. had either been plotted in 
Spain, of procured by Spain; and that all the 


wrought most of the nobility to conspire against 
their king; to give landing to his forces there ¢ 
ereater part of the nobility in Scotland be De 
bined in this consyiracy, and they have received 
great sums of moncy for their service therein. 
And to assure the king of Spain of their assist- 
ance, they have signed and sent their promises, 


rebellions, either in England or Ireland, during | sealed, to the king.—This conspiracy the king 


her maj.’s reigu, had been countenanced from 
thence ; and, as the upshot of all, his late in- 
tended ambitious and blood-thirsty conquest, 


of Scots was hardly brought to believe, but 
that her maj. advertised him thereof, havin 
entertained intelligence thereof, as she hath ot 


yet fresh in memory, micht be added: her! all things done and intended in those parts. . 


maj. ought to be dezired to denounce open 


And that the king might better advise there- 


war ugainst the king of Spain, as against a} upor, her maj. hath sent one of her noblemen, 


Most dangerous enemy te her maj. and her 


now junto Scotlaud; and the king bath assured 
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her maj. with all his ability and endeavour to. 
prevent the Spamard, whose purpose is on the 
north parts to ussauit us by land, and, on the 
south side, to invade us by sea; which is the 
most dangerous practice that could be devised 
against us. And now the rage of this enemy 
being such, his forces joined with other princes, 
his adherents, greater; the charge of her maj. 
for defence of her realm, both with forces by 
sea, and armies by land hath been such, as 
hath both spent the contribution of her sub- 
jects, by subsidies, and what otherwise they 
otiered her; and also consumed her treasure ; 
yea, caused her to sell part of her highness’s 
crown. and, it is not to be marvelled how 
all this is consumed, but rather to be thoneht 
how her maj. could be able to maintain 
and defend tms her realm, against so many 
realms conspired agamst us.— Wherefore, 
we her majcsty’s subjects, must, with all 
dutitul consideration, think what is fit for 
usto do; aad, with all willingness, yield part 
of our own, for the defence of others, and as- 
sistance of her maj. in such an insupportable 
charge. Were the cause between tricnd and 
frieud, how much would we do for the relief 
of one another? But the cause is now be- 
tween our sovereign and ourselves: seciny 
there is so much difference in the parties, how 
much more forward ought we to be? The aid 
that formerly hath been granted unto her maj. 
in these like cases, is with such slackness per- 
formed, as that the Srd of what hath been 
granted comcth not to her maj. A great shew, 
a rich grant, and a jong sum, seemeth to be 
made, but it is hard to be gotten, and the sum 
not great which is paid. Her maj. thinketh 
this to be, for that the wealthier sort of men 
turn this‘charge upon the weaker, and upon 
those of worst ability; for that one dischargeth 
himself, and the other is not able to satisfy 
what he is charged withal. — These things 
should be reformed by such as are commis- 
sioners in this present service.—Her majesty 
further hath willed me to signify unto you, 
that the calling of this parhamcut now, is 
not for the making of any more new laws 
and statutes, for there are already a sufficient 
number both of ecclesiastical and temporal; 
and so many there he, that rather than to 
barthen the subjects with moze, to their ¢riev- 
ance, it were fitting an abridzement were 
made of those there are already.—Wherefore 
itis her maj.’s pleasure, that the time be not 
spent therein: but, the principal cause of this 
parl. is, that her maj. meht consult with her 
subjects for the better withstanding of those 
jntended Invasions, which are now greater 
than were ever heretotore heard of. And 
whereas herctofore it hath been used, that 
many bave delighted themselves in long ora- 
tions, full of verbosity and of vain ostentations, 
more than in speaking things of substance ; 
the time that 1s precious should not be thus 
spent. The sessions cannot be long, by reasou 
of the spring-time, .’tis fit that gentlemen 
shoukt repair to their countrics; the justices 
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of assize also to go to tlicir circuits. So the 
good hours should not be lost in idle speeches, 
but the little time we have should be bestowed 
wholly on such businesses as are necdtul to be 
considered of’ And he then desired them to 
elect a speaker. 

‘Che Speakers ee) Teb. 22, The quecn 
being come again to the Upper Houre, the 
Commons presented the famous Edward Coke, 
esq. solicitor-general, as their Sy caker; who, 
being placed at the bar of the house, delivered 
himself as follows: Your maj.’s most Joving 
subtects, the knights, chuvens, and burgesses, 
of the house of commons, have nominated me, 
your crace’s poor servant and subjcct, to be 
their Speaker. ‘Thorzh their nomination hath 
hitherto proceeded, that they present me to 
speak before your maj.; vet this their nom 
nation is, only as yet, a nemination and no 
election, until your inaj. giveth allowance and 
approbation. For, as in the heavens, a star 
is but ‘ opacum corpus,’ until it have received 
lisht from the sun ; so stand | © corpus opacum,” 
a mute body, until vour highness’s bright-shining 
wisdom hath looked upon ime, and allowed ine. 
Jiow great a charge this is, to be the mouth of 
such a body as your whole Commons represent, 
to utter what is spoken, Grandia Regm, my 
small experience, being a poor protessor of 
the law, can tell. But, how unable | am to 
do this office, my present speech doth cell, 
that of a number in this house, 1 am most un- 
fit. For, amongst them are many grave, 
many learned, many decp wise men, and 
those of rinc jndgments: but I am untimely 
fruit, not yet ripe, but a bud scarcely blos- 
somed, So, as j 
‘Neglecta frugi chguntur tela: amongst so 
many fair fruit ye have plucked a shaken leaf. 
—If I may he so bold as to remember a speech 
(which [ cannot torgct) used the last parl. i 
your maj.’s own mouth, Many come hither 
“ad consulendum qui nesciunt quid sit consu- 
lenduin ;’ a just reprehension to many as to 
myself also, an untimely fruit, my years and 
judgment ill befitting the gravity of this place, 
But, howsoever, I know myself the meanest, 
aud inferior unto all that ever were before me 
in this place; yet, in faithfulness of service, 
and dutitulness of Jove, I think not myself in- 


And, amidst my many imperfections, yet this 
is my comfort; [ never knew any in this place, 
but if your maj, gave them favair, God, who 
called them to the place, gave them also the 
blessing to discharge 1t.” 

Lhe Lord Keeper's Answer.| The Lord Keeper 
having sober penton from the queen, 
answered him: “ Mr. Solicitor, her grace’s 
most exccllent my. hath willed me to signify 
unto you, that she hath ever well conceived 
of you since she first heard of you, which will 
appear, when her highness elected you from 
others to serve herself. But, by this your 
modest, wise, and well-composed spcech, you 
give her maj. further occasion to conceive of 
you, above-that which ever she thought was in 


fear me, vour maj. will say, 


fenior to any that ever were betore me. - 
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you; by endeavouring to deject and abase 
yourself and vour desert, you have discovered 
and made known your worthiness and _ sutti- 
ciency to discharge the place you are called to, 
And, whereas you account yourself ¢ corpus 
opacum,’ her maj. by the influence of her 
virtue and wisdum, doth enlighten you; and 
not only alloweth and approveth you, but 
much thanketh the Jower house, and com- 
mendeth their discretion in making so good a 
choice, and electing so ita man, Wherefore 
now, mr. Speaker, proceed in your office, and 
go forward, to your commendation, as you 
have begun.” 

The Speaker’s Reply] The lord keeper's 
speech being ended, the speaker began a new 
‘speech: “ Considering the great and wonder- 
ful blessings, besides the long peace we have 
enjuyed under your grace’s inost happy aud 
victorious reign, and remembering cul what 
wisdom and justice your grace hath reigned 
over us, we have cause daily to praise God 
that ever you were given us; and the hazard 
that your maj. hath adventured, and the 
charge that you have borne for us and our 
safety, ought to make us ready to lav down 
ourselves and all our living, at your feet, to 
do you service.—After this he related the 
great attempts of her maj,’s enemics against 
us, especially the Pope, and the king of Spain, 
who adhered unto him. How wonderfully we 
we were (delivered in 88, and what a favour 
God therein mamifest unto her maj. His 
specch, after this, tended wholly to shew, out 
of the history of England and the old state, 
how the kings of England, ever since Hen, III.’s 
time, have maintained themselves to be the 
supreme head over all causes within their own 
dominions. And then reciting the laws that 
every one made in his time, for maintaining 
their own supremacy, and excluding the Pope, 
he drew down this proof by a statute of every 
king since Hen. If. to Edw. VI. ‘This ended, 
he came to speak of laws, that they were so 
great, and so many already, that they were 
fit to be termed ‘ elephantinez leges.’? There- | 
fore to make more Jaws it might seem super- 
fluous. And to him that might ask, § Quid 
Causa ut crescant tot magna volumima lIcgis?’ 
It may be answered, ‘In promptu causa cst, 
crescit in orbe malumn.’ The malice of our 
arch-enemy, the devil, though it were alwavs 
great, yet never greuter than now; and that | 
‘ dolus et malum’ being crept in so far ainongst | 
men, it was requisite that sharp ordinances 
should be provided to prevent them, and all 
care be used for her ma).’s preservation. Now 
am I to make unto your maj. 3 Petitions, in 
the name of the Commons; 1st, That Liberty 
of Speech, and Frecdom from arrests, ac-, 
cording to the ancient custom of parl. be | 
to your subjects; 2d, That we may | 

| 


nte 
oes access unto your royal person, to present 
those things that shall bo considered atnongst | 
us; lastly, That your maj. will give your royal | 
assent to the things that are agreed upon. | 


And, for myself, I humbly beseech your maj. | 


if any speech shall fall from me, or behaviour 
found in me, not decent and fit, it may not 
be imputed blame upon the house, but laid 
upon me, and pardoned in me.” 

Lhe lord Kecper's further Ansier.] To this 
speech, the ord Kecper, having received new 
instructions from the queen, made his reply, 
“In which he first commended the Speaker 
greatly for it; and then he added some ex- 
amples of history for the king’s supremacy in 
Hen. IT. and other kings before the conquest. 
As to the delivcrance we received from our 
cnemies, and the peace we enjoyed, the queen 
would have the praise of all those attributed 
to God only. And, touching the commenda- 
tions given to herself, she said, ‘ Well might 
we have a wiser prince, but never should they 
have one that more regarded them, and in 
Justice would carry an evener struke, without 
exception of persons; such a prince she wished 
they might always have.’ ‘To your 8 demands 
the Queen answereth; Liberty of Speech is 
granted you; but how far this 1s to be thought 
on, there be two things of most necessity, 
und those two do most harm, which are wit 
and speech: the one exercised in invention, 
and the other in uttcring things invented. 
Privilege of speech is granted, but you must 
know what privilege you have; not to speak 
every one what he listeth, or what cometh in 
his brain to utter that; but your privilege is, 
aye or xv, Wherctore, mr. Speaker, her maj.’s 
pleasure is, That if you perceive any idle 
heads, which will not stick to hazard their 
own estates; which will meddle with reforms 
ing the Church, and transforming the Common- 
weth; and do exhibit any bills to such pur- 
pose, that you receive them not, until they be 
viewed and considered by those, who it is 
fitter should consider of such thiugs, and can 
better judge of them. To your Persons all 
privileges 1s granted, with this caveat, that 
under colour of this privilege, no man’s ill- 
doings, or not performing of duties, be covered 
and protected. The last; Free Access is 
granted to her ma)j.’s person, so that it be 
upon urgent and weighty causes, and at times 
convenient; and when her maj. may be at 
leisure from other important causes of the 
realm.” ‘ 

Bill against Popish Recusants.] The first 
bill we tind brought into the Lords, of any 
note, was for the restraining of Popish Recu- 
sants to some certain places of abode. The 
bill was first introduced, under a different 
tide, viz. An act for the restraining and 
punishing of vagrant and seditious Persons; 
who, under the feigned Pretcnce of Conscience 
and Religion, corrupt and seduce the Queen’s 
subjects.’ Under the first utle it passed into 
a law and was, no doubt, calculated to kee 
up fears against popery; for no parl, in this 
rcign passed without an act to that purpose. 
By this act they were confined within 5 mues 
of their respective dwellings, on forfeiture of 
all their goods, chattels, and lands, during life. 

Debate on the Bill against Puritans.| But 


ae 
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another religious sect, called Puritans, they 
had much occasion at this time to guard against. 


The legislature took particular notice of these, : 


also, in reviving a funner act ¢ for keeping the 
Queen’s Majesty’s Subjects in their duc Obe- 
dience.” In the preamble tu this act, it is de- 
clared to he madc for the ‘preventing and avoid- 
Ing of such great incunveniences and perils, as 
night happen and grow by the wicked and 
dangerous practices of seditious sectaries, and 
disloyal persons.” ‘The act itvelf ran, “ That 
if any person, above the age of 16, shall refuse 
to repair to sume Church, or forbear to do the 
same for the space of aiwunth, he shall be 
committed to prison there to remain, without 
Bail or main-prize, till they shall confunn ; and 
make such open submission and declaration of 
their conformity as the act appoints.” The 
vtienders aguinst this statute, who refused to 
make this subinission, were to eabjure the 
realm, and not to return without ber maj.’s 
lieence, under the penalty of sutlering us felons 
without benefit of clergy —Feb. @sth, the bill 
wasread aud time. It was levelled, at first, 
only against the Papists; but, after some ar- 

uments, amongst which, one member asked, 

Whether those that came not to church, by 
reason of the mislike they had to church-govt. 
were to be m the same cuse with a Popish Re- 
cusant? The matter was committed for further 
consideration. March 12th the said Commit- 
tee brought in the bill as before; and also a 
new one framed, on a more moderate svstcm, 
which was read @ first time, and the old one 
ly dt The next day it was read again, 
and then occasioned a farther devate; mr. 
Sandys thought the bill ought to pass, as it 
was first meant, against all Recusants, and not 
restrained to Popish Recusants only ; and that, 
under this bill, all Brownists, Barrowists, &c. 
ought to be included. Another member was 
fur the restriction to Papists alone; and the 
Speaker said, That as the title of the bill, and 
the preamble, ran only against such as are enc- 


mics to the state, and adherents to the Pope, | 


other Recusants than popish could not be 
comprised in it; since another bill might be 
framed against those persons, and these not 
included in it. Mr, Dalton argued, that the 
sectaries ought to be comprised in this bill, as 
well as Papists; that the preamble might he 
altered, and be to repress all disloyal subjects, 
aud force them to a more due obedience: or 
it migbt be wholly left out, and go directly to 
the act itself; for he cited several bills over- 
thrown by too many superfluous words in the 
reamble. Dr. Lewin spoke against the Brown- 
ysts and Barrowists; and concluded, that they 
ought to be provided against as well as Papists: 
but whether in this or another bill,. he left it to 
the wisdom of the house. After which, the 
said bill was re-committed, and a new bill 
framed against disloyal subjects, &c. bottle 
which passed the house, without any more re- 
markable oppesition. 
‘The Lords make a Contribution for the Re- 


lief of maimed Soldiers, &¢.] The Lords Jour- 


| nals tell us, that March 13th, tliis session, ona 

Janotion of the bp. of Worcester; the Lords 

coudescended to a Contribution, tor the relief 
of such poor Soldiers as went begging about 

the streets of London, after this rate: thar 

every carl should give 40s. every bp. 30s, every 

baron 20s, and appointed the said bp. of Wor 

cester and the lord Norris collectors; and the 

carl of Essex and the lord Willoughby, distn- 
butors thereof. ‘These last lords had been ge- 
nerals abroad, and theretore proper persons to 
disburse this charity. But the matter did not 
rest here; for, on the 9th of April, another 
entry is made, that, “ whereas the Lords of 
part. both spiritual and te:nporal, assembled 
m the park. chauiber, at Westminster, have all, 
with uniform consent, in their own names, and 
the rest of the Lords absent, ordered, That 
there should be a charitable Relief and Contri- 
bution made towards. the aid and help of a 
number of Soldiers, that are scen, in the time 
of this parl, maimed and sore hurt, in the wars 
of France, the Low-Countries, and over the 
scas for the service of the qucen’s maj. and 
this realm. And for that purpose have allotted, 
that every albp. marquis, earl, and viscount, 
should pay towards this contribution the suut 
of 40s. every bp. 30s. and every baron 20s. 
for collecting whereof there hath heen appoit- 
ed the queen’s inqj.’s aliner, the bp. of Wor- 
cester, tor the bps. and the Jord Norris for the 
lords temporal, which hath been dihgently done 
and received of all those lords who have attended 
their great charge in parl, And, considering the 
number of the soldiers being many to be relieved, 
notwithstanding the knights, citizens and bur- 
cesses of the luwer house, have yielded very 
good and large contribution, according to their 
degrees ; yet, for the better relief of the said 
maimed Soldiers, it is by the lords ‘spiritual 
and temporal, that have given their charge- 
able attendance, and also charitably and ho- 
nourably yielded to this contribution, thought 
mect, ae so it is ordered and decreed by 
them, with common and full assent ; That all 
; the lords of parl. why have been altogether 
absent in this session, and that shall not have 
contributed to this charity before the end of 
this session, shall be required, by letters sent 
to them, by the lords their proxies in their ab- 
sence, or from the lord keeper of the great 
seal, requiring and charging them, to make 
payment, according to their degrees and voca- 
tion, the double of the sums of money paid by 
the lords that have been here present and con- 
tinued their attendance ; that is to say, cvery 
absent earl, with the abp. of York, 4 pounds; 
every absent bp. 3]. and every baron 40s, 
Likewise, such lords as have attended some- 
times, though seldom, shall, according to their 
degrees pay a tiiird part more than the lords 
that are constant here. All such sums of ma- 
ney shall be delivered to the lord keeper, and 
afterwards distributed, by such lords as are 
chosen for that purpose, to the maimed Sol- 
diers that stand the most in need thereof. 
And, as the Commons, in this present pat. 


- 
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have rated their absent membcrs double, so 
we think this order very just; considering the 
absent lords and others who have been at no 
charge to come up and give their attendance, 
may, very reasonably, and with great saving 
of their charge, contribute to this order. And, | 
if any lord, spiritual or temporal, shall refuse 

- or forbear to do this, (which it is hoped in ho- | 
nour none will dv) there shall be ordinary | 
means used to levy the same.”’—But this was 
notall; tor this parl. resolved to make the rest | 
of the kingdom contribute to the same, by | 
bringing in a bill for the Relict of Soldiers and 
Mariners; by which act every parish was 
charged with a sum, weckly, for the relief of 
sick, hurt and mained soldiers and seamen. 
Which act is the first of its kind for this cha- 
Table and necessary purpose. 

Lord Burleigh’s Speech for u Supply.] Mr. 
Strype, the annalist, has restored to us a 
Specch of the lord treasurer Burleigh, made in 
the house of lords during this session, but on 
what day is not mentioned. It was most pro- 
bably delivered betore the Subsidy bill came 
up from the Commons, in order to acquaiat 
the Lords with the State of the Nation at this 
time, aad to prepare them fur furthering the 
Supply. Our author says he copied it trom a 
M.S. in the lord treasurer’s own hand-writing. 
The Speech, together with the Schedule of the 
Queen’s Extraordinary Charges on account of 
the War annexed to it, are as follow :— 

“ To make a declaration of the first cause, 
and original beginning, whereby her maj. was 
provoked to arm her realms with forces, were 
alabour lost m this place: where in former 
times the same bath been often declared ; and 
wherein a great number of the nobility here 
present have heard many circumstances there- 
of, at the procecdings with the late qucen of 
Scots. For whom, and by whom, the quarrels 
were first made against the queen’s ma).’s per- 
son, against the religion and quietness of the 
realm.—And therefure, leaving the repetition 
of that cause, by which her maj. was detained 
in a kind of war, to withstand both the king’s 
of France and Spain, who intermeddled in 
the case of the Queen of Scots against her 
maj.; yet there hath followed continually 
guch a deadly malice from the king of Spain, 
the bp. of Rome, and thcir confederates, as 
uato this day, wherein no intermission hath 
been of attempts against her maj. and the 
tealm ; although at some time more vehement 
than at some others; as appeared in the year 
88, by his open armies both by sea and land ; 
being of greater force than ever was known to 
be made by his father the emperor Charles, or 
by himself, or by any Christian prince within 
the memory of man.—But minding to overpass 
all the attempts afore that huge enterprize, 
that was frustrate by God’s special goodness 
beyond the expectation of the world: and 
considering there hath been no assembly of 
parl. since that time, wherein her maj. might 
publicly declare to the states of her realm the 
gontinuanse of the furmer attempts, buf the 
Vor. 1, — 


increase of more dangers than were seen in 

any tune befure. ‘Lherefore, as was delivered 
by the Lord-keeper, her maj. hath summarily 
imparted the same to this assembly, referring 
the consideration thereaf tu the whole three 
estates, whereof two are in this place; how 
the same danger may be withsteud, and by 
What provision her majesty and realm may be 
preserced in domestic peace, as yet it is, as 
ina centre of happiness, where the circum- 
ference is in open calamity.—And, because it 
13 all our parts and duties, first to God, and 
to our sovereign head, and our native coun- 
try, to apply all our endeavour, being every 
one of us called to this place, by special com- 
mandinent, in express words, upon conside- 
ration of the hardness of the business, and the - 
perils imminent, to treat with her maj. and 
w:th the prelates and great men of the reali, 
and to give our counsels, so as it 1s Convenient 
tor us all: first to consider the perils, and then 
to give counsel. ‘Therciore, in discharging of 
iny duty, with your patience im suffering an 
vid wan, beside his years, decayed in his spi- 
rits with sickness, to declare some part of his 
knowledge of the dangers and perils innui- 
nent. But for advice and counsel how to 
withstand the same, I shall be constrained, 
for lack of sutlicient understanding in so great 
cause, to require some further conference with 
your lurdships, or with so many as shall ap- 
pear more able than I am, to give some good 
entry thereto. As to the Dangers, that they 
be great and imminent, that they have both 
lately grown and likely to increase, these be 
maniicst arguments. First, the king of Spain, 
since he hath usurped upon the kingdom of 
Portugal, he hath thereby grown mighty by 
gaining the East Indies. So as how great so- 
ever he was betore, he is now thereby nore 
mauitestly great. Byt tor increave hereof to 
be greater, yea, greater than any Christian 
prince hath been, he hath lately joined with 
his intended purpose newly to invade this 
realm, with more might than before he did the 
invasion of France, by sundry ways. Not as 
in former times, when the emperor Charles 
and the French kings, the great Francis and 
the warhke Henry, made former wars for 
towns their greatest wars. Yea, when the 
present king of Spain had his great army 
against Henry of France. For in those wars 
none of them intended to do at thing more 
but to be revenged of supposed injuries, by 
burning or winning of some frontier towns by 
besieging, And aftcr such revenges, inutually 
had to the satisfaction of their appetites, 
wherein ncither party had any special advan- 
tage, they fell to truces, and in the end with 
knots sometimes of intermarriages. And by 
these kind of wars none of them did increase 
in greatness, to be dangcrous to their enemies. 
And in these kind of wars our kings of Eng- 
laud had their interest, for thc most part, to 
the expence of men and money; and never to 
the loss of any small portion of any ground in 
Englana and Wales, por otharwige; but by 
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yielding to the king of Spain, by means of the 
marringe of quecn Mary, to make war with 
France, the realm lost that noble town and 


port of Caluis, with great seignories and ter=_ 


ritories thereunto belonsing, Rut now the 


. . . . . t 
case ip altered. The king of Spain maketh | 
these his mivhty wars, by means only of his. 
Indies; not purposely to burn a town in France | 


or Eneland, but to conquer all France, Eng- 


Jand, and Ireland. And for proof hereot: tet, . 


for France, he hath invaded Britain, taken 
the foit, builded his fortresses, carried in his 


army, waged a navy in Britain, received into | 


wases a great number of his subjects, as res 
bels to France. And there he keepeth a navy 
armed, to impede all trade from Englund to 
Gascorgn and Ginenne; which he attempted 
to do this last vintage. And so he had had 
his purpose, if to the great charges of the mers 
chants, und by countenance of her niay.’> 
wavy, sent to the cvast of Britain, the shipping 
bf England had not been much stronger than 
his. Hesides this, his possessing a great part 
of Britain towards Spain, he hath at bis com- 
mandment all the best ports of Britain to- 
wards England. So as now he is becoine as 
8 frontier enemy to all the west of England. 
And by his commandment, and his waged 
troops in Newhaven, be hath enlarged his 


frontiers now against all the south parts of 


Eueland, as Sussex, Hampshire, Isle of Wight. 
Yea, by means of bis interest ins st. Malo’s, 
a port full of shipping for the war, he is a dan- 
fesous neizhbour to the queen's isles of Jersey 
and Guernsey, ancient possessions of this 
crown, and never conquered in the greatest 
wars with France.—Of this matter of Britain 
aman might enlarge, the danger so great to 
Eneland, as if he had attempted nothing at 
aliain Normandy and France; yet the danger 
hereof might appcur so ggeat as ought to in- 


cent from the Low Countries, he hath caused 
his son-in-law, the duke of Savoy, to invade 
France by Provence and Dolphiné: ant the 
duke of Lorain by Burgundy and Champaign, 
and to environ France: Further, he hatu 
sent urmics by sea, out of Spain, to invade 
Langnedoe. And even now at this presen, 
all these foreign forces are newly made ready 
, to enter into all parts of France, made by a 
colonrable assembly ot the rebels in Panis, to 
‘represent the three estates; yet without a 
km ora head. He mtendcth to be a king of 
that realm, or to make his daughter the 
queen, and to appoint her a husband, to be as 
i his vassal. He hath also the Pope so addicted 
‘to bin, as he that never was wont to send ta 
any parts but only Italy, by bulls with lead 
and parchment, did now levy and send an 
army into France. And thonch he coloureth 
jit with matter of defence of Catholic relision, 
yet both he and the king of Spain make war 
against all the princes of the blood, and offi- 
cers af the realra, bemg sound Catholics. 
' And so they have, by their ambassules, lately 
j advertised the Pope; a3 by the cardinal 
| Gundy, and imarg, Pysany, ancient counsellors 
| of France, and Catholics. So its the pretence 
, of the Pope, and the king of Spain, in that 
point, are mercly France, These are the 
dangers in’ France, and must of consequence 
| draw Fnelind into like peril; without God's 
I special eoodness, and the speedy support to 
he given to her naaj. tor prevention thereof -- 
Now, to manifest the king of Spain’s attempt 
to invade England, whercot [ think no good 
Englishman so want of fechng to think other- 
wise, vet F will remember to you divers mani- 
fest arguments thereof; and afterwards, to 
supply the want of any man’s fechng only by 
arguments or tokens, I will declare to you, the 
very truth of his determination, by manifest 


duce England to spare no cost to withstand it. | proofs. So as none ought to think, because 


And herewith he is not contented to seck this 
dukedon, but he destines all his torces to con- 
quer the kingdom of France, the principal 
kingdom of Christendom. And, to atchieve 
his enterprize, he hath, these two years«day 
and more, corrupted, with great sums of mo» 
ney and large pensions, certain factious no- 
blemen, not of the blood of France, nor the 
great otticers of the crown; and by them, and 
with these rebels, and by waging of lis soldiers 
in sume of the principal towns of France, as 
Paris, Roan, Orleans, Lyons, Toloze, and 
others, he hath procured a rebellion against 
the king, against all the princes of the blood, 
avainst all the great othcers of the crown, 
But finding these rebels not strong enough of 
themselves, notwithstanding they are well 
waned by him to withstand the king, he hath, 
to his great charges, levicd and sent into 
France, even to Paris and Roan, armies col+ 
lected of Walloons, Lorainers, Italians, Spas 
niards, Almains, and Switzers, Wherewith 
he hath twice entered into France; though 
God gave him no gond success, but great loss 
sud reproich, Besides these foreign armies, 


he was disappointed of his intention for the 
conquest of England by his huge navy, there- 
fore he will put that disyrace up, and leave 
off with that loss. But it 1s certain be hath, 
the two last years, builded a great number of 
ships of war, as near as he can to the mold 
and quality of the English navy; finding, by 
experienec, his monstrous great ships not fit 
for our narrow seas. He hath lately armed a 
number of gallices on the coast of Britain, 
which he intendeth to send this summer to 
Newhaven, He hath also, these two years- 
day, both bought and built great ships m 
Eastland. We hath, both trom thence and 
by corruption of our fuint and covetous neigh- 
bours in Holland, recovered, with silver hooks, 
both mariners, ships, cordage, and all provi- 
sions: These being now on the point of rea- 
diness to serve on the scas, a good argument 
may be made, That this navy must be for 
Fneland. For now that he hath all the mari- 
time coast of Britain, and that he bath, in 
Normandy, Newhaven, there is no service by 
sea to enter ind) any part of France with this 


nuvy.—Llow he and the Pope ply themgcives 
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to win a party in England to be ready to se- 
cond his Invasion, I aim sorry and loth to re- 
late; and how far they have prevailed herein 
to #ain So great a muletude of vulgar people; 
yea, of some that are of wealth and counte- 
nance, to adhere. to these invaders at their 
entry, with vain hopes to attain the places, hor 
nours, and livelihoods of such as are nuw 
known truc natural Englishmen, and coud 
subjects.—But ta such us these arguments 
will not suffice to be persuaded, that this in- 
tention of the king of Spain to invade this 
realm is certain; this that fulloweth shall 
fully satisty uny man, yea, any man that uscth 
to believe nothing until he shall see it. There 
are taken in Scotland and imprisoned, certain 
wat came first out of Spain, near afore Christ- 
mas, trom the kings who before had been sent 
eut of Scotland to the king of Spain. These 
messengers brought assurance to certain no- 
blemen, of the greatest calling in Scotland, 
that if they would send their bonds, under 
their hands and seals, to serve the king of 
Spain, for the Invasion of England, by land, 
next summer, the king would send an anny of 
25,000 to the west of Scotland; and would 
give the noblemen wages tor 10,000 Scots, to 
be joined with 20,000 of his, to invade Ene. 
land; and would keep 5000 of his jn Scotland, 
to uid them to ile the king of Scots, and 
to chance the relizion, This accord was per- 
tected by three nublemen, earls Arrol, Hunt- 
ley, and Angus; promising their own assist- 
ance, besides assurance, in general words, of 
divers more, not yet discovered. And fur an 
earnest penny, these carls have received good 
sums of money trom the Low Countries. Now 
fur proof hereot, the messenger that was sent, 
and on ship-board, was taken, with the bonds 
of the noblemen, some sigued and sealed by 
them all, and of every earl a part, in several 
bonds in French and Latin, Vhe messenger 
hath confessed the whole to the king, who so 
carefully proceeded therein as if he had not 
travailed therein hnnself; such of bis council 
as were appointed to examine the parties that 
were taken, durst not, fur fear of the greatness 
ot the noblemen that had oftended, and were 
not fled, exnmine the messenger of any thing 
that might concern these nublemen. ‘Thev 
are since all fled; and ‘the king hath gathered 
of his good subjects a certain power to pursue 
them. But it is doubted, that they will five 
into the west islands; and from thence cither 
to pass imto Spain, or to have forces sent out 
ot Spain. But the king, the day betore he 
went, caused one Fentry, an clo practiser 
with Spain tor the Queen of Sects, a man of a 
good house and great wealth, to be executed, 
'being a principal contriver of this conspiracy. 
To animate the king to follow this action, her 
maj. hath, sent my lord of Bourgh, Thus far 
have I observed my purpose, to shew the dan- 
ger; and to give counsel to the remedy, * boc 
opus, hic labor est.’ And I would gladly to 
have some company, of whom I mizht have 
qne light, how to find.out the darkness of the 


question; wherein, when time shall serve, § 
will not be silent, but deliver mine upinion, 
and reform it typon good vround.” 


The Queen's Extraordinary Charges, by Means 
of the War, moved by the King of Spain. Set 
dacn by the Lord Lreasurer, in the sane 
Paper with the foregoing Speech, 


For detence ot the Low Countries £. 
by year — — — 130,000 
For the charge in wnr. Huddle- 
stone’s time, for years — -— 154,000 
To the curl of Leicester for Sluce $1,000 
To sir Thomas Shirley, Feb. 1586 551,124 
Total, 816,120 
In Normandy, with my lord Wil- 
loushby, tor GOuvinen — — — 49,289 
Ja Normandy, with my lord of Fs- 
sox, with thousand men. In 
Britain, with sie Joba Norris, with 
4000 men, In aidiug the French 
king with moncy, For maintenance 
of the navy on the narrow seas, suince 
times with 800, sometimes with 700, 
sometimes witii G00 — — — 252,000 
Besides the ordinary keeping of 
the navy at 12001. a month, per an- 
nun = ~—s 14,400 


For the ollice of the ordnance — 62,000 
Scutlind 15,000 
- Fn ak,  £.1,215,808 
March 2ith, the Commons sent up a biil 
to the Lords, entithd, ‘an Act tor the grant 
of 3 cntire Subsidies, and six 15ths aud 10ths, 
by the temporality? which passed the Lords 
on the $ush without anv opposition. 
feur Members committed, for propesing a 
Bill for Batailing the Saccession.| This is ald 
that the Lords Journals eve us; but, that of 
the Commons is net so barren, For after the 
ceremonies of the vpenmyg this session were 
tinished, the next thing we find entered, is 
“ ‘That on Feb. 24, mr. Peter Wentworth and 
sir Hen. Bromley delivered a Petition, to the 
Lord Keeper, therein desiring the Lords of the 
Upper House to be supphants, with tiem of 
the lower, unto her maj. tor « Entailing the 
Succession of the crawn; for which they had 
a bill ready drawn.’ ‘lis matter was  bizhly 
resented. by the Queen, as contrary to her tor- 
Mer strict counnands., ‘They were soon efter 
calle te before the Council; and, thouch the 
lurds there spoke favourably to them, ver, they 
were told. that her maj..was so Inghly offended 
at them that they must be commiued. Ac- — 
cordingly, mr. Wentworth was sent prisoncr 
ta the Tower, sir Len. Bromley to the Fleet; 
agd one mr. Rd, Stevens und mr. Welch, two 
other merabers, concerned in drawing the Pe- 
tition, were sent to the Fleet with him. How 
long these 4 members were confined is uncer- 
tain; for, on the 10th of March, one mr. Wroth, 
moved the louse, on the Subsidy-bill, “ That 
since some countries might complain of these 
very large taxations, thew knights and bure_ 
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gesses never consenting, not being present at 
the grant: and, because, an instrument, taking 
away some of its strings, can give but-an un- 

leasant sound: therefore, he desired that the 
fase would be humble suitors to her maj. 
that she would be pleased to set at liberty 
those members of it that were restrained.” 
This was opposed by all the members of the 
Privy-Countil in that house; who argued 
6 That her maj. had committed them for 
reasons best known to herself; and tor them 
to press her in that suit was but to make their 
case the worse, They added, that it was not 
to be doubted but her maj. of her gracious 
disposition, would shortly do it of her own 
accord, and that it was much better to have it 
Jett to herself than sought for: by them.” 
This severity of the Queen’s had its cHect ; 
for no more mention is inadc of settling the 
Succession in this parl. nor in any other of her 


reign. 

Delate on the Supply.] Feb. 26, the busi- 
ness of a Supply was moved in the Commons. 
SirS. D’Ewes is very particular in the Speeches 
made on that occasion. Weare told they were 
not entered in the Original Journal Book of 
the Commons, but taken from an anonymous 
MS. Journal, kept by some member of it. 
This centleman proves to be Heywood Town- 
shend, esq. who hath left a collection of all 
the proceedings in the four last parliaments of 
Elizabeth, which were printed, tolio, London, 
1680. ‘She Journals of sir Symonds D’ Ewes 
were not published till 2 years after, but then 
they were posthumous, and dedicated to sir 
Willoughby D’Ewes his son; so that it is pro- 
bable he never knew who was the author of 
the former! This being premised, we next 
proceed to the speeches on the Supply, and 
hrst, 

Sir Rob. Cecil rose and said: “ Mr. Speaker, 
as I remeiobcr, I have been of this house these 
5 parliaments; and [ have not determined to 
say any thing, in these assemblies, further 
than my cogitations should concur with my 
conscience in saying bare aye, or no. .Give 
me leave, I pray you, to reliearse an old say- 
ing, and it is in Latin, ‘ Nec te collaudes, 
nec te viluperes ipse;’ for me to dv the one 
were excceding arrogancy, “and to do the 
othr, I do contess, I hope, you will pardon 
me. The occasion of this parl. as I take it by 
that which we received from the hon. and 
learned speech of the Lord Kceper of and 
fiom her maj. to us in the Higher House, 1s 
for the Cause of Religion and Maintenance 
thereof amongst us; the Preservation of her 
mnaj.’s Person, and the Good of this Realm. 
sill which because they be things of most dear 
and greatest price, ahd at this present in im- 
minent danger, it 1s most bchoottul to consult 
of speedy remerdies, which should proceed from 
the wi-est heads, The encmy to these is the 
king of Spain, whose malice and ambition 1s 
such, as together with the Pope, that Ant- 
christ of Rome, (for I may well couple them 
together, the anc being alwavs accompanied 
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with envy at our prosperity, the other with une 
satiable’ desire) makes them by all means to 
seck the subversion of the state. 
cerning the 
Relision, which her maj. professed before she 
cane to sit in this royal seat, which she hath 
defended and maintained, and tor which cause 
God hath so blessed her govt. since her coming 
to the crown: yea, winle the crown was scarce 
warm on her head, she abolished the autho- 
rity of Rome, and did set up God’s truth 
amongst us; and to her great renown made 
this little land to be a sanctuary for all the. 
persecuted saints of God: whereby the people 
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But con- 
ist, the Cause of God and his 


perecived her magnanimity, zeal and judg- 


inent; magnaniity in undertaking so great 


an enterprize; zeal in protessing the same, not 
for the shew, but of sincerity; judgment in 
deiending it and preventing all the Pope's de- 
signs. He sent forth his bulls and missives 
aeninst her maj. thereby unnaturally depriving 
her of her natural right, the duty ‘and loyalty 
which her subjects should owe unto her, &c. 
He touched the many dangers her maj. had 
been in, which as it caused bun to fear to 
think, so did he tremble to speak concerning 
the danger of our country, and so the loss of 
our lives, libertics, wives, children, and all 
other privileges. Let me not trouble you with 
things past so long, and perhaps beyond my 
reach, but with things past of late years and 
since 88. When we were so secure, and never 
thought that the king of Spain would have set 
up his rest for England: then sent he his navy 
termed Invincible, and was almost upon the 
banks of us before we were aware, Yea, we 
were so slack in provision, that it was too late 
to make resistance, had not God preserved us. 
His attempt against us, by sceking to win the 
Low-Countrics and to obtain Ireland, being 
but trifles and paultry devices, winch I mean 
not to trouble you with; he hath now of late 
gone about to win France, wherein he hath 
greatly prevailed, as in Lorrain and im other 
parts, as you have heard, but specially m 
Britainy, having most part of the port-towns 
in his possession, whither he still sendeth 
supply daily, and reinforces them every 4 oF 
5 months, which port is always open and his 
men and forces never wanting. This province 
he especially desireth, for it lyeth most fitly 
to annoy us, whither he may send forces cou- 
tinually, and there have bis navy mn a readi- 
ness; the which he could not so easily, unless 
he had the wind in a bag. Besides, having 
this province, he will keep us from trathe to 
Rochell and Bourdeaux, as he doth in the 
Streights from Tripoly and st. Jean de Luze: 
and so hinder us from carrying forth and 
bringing into this land any commoditics: from 
those parts, whereby the realm might be ea- 
riched and her maj.’s impost increased, being 
one of the greatest revenues of her crowi. 
Ile hath also gone about with them of Stade 
and the king of Poland, one of his own fac- 
tion, and who. by reason he cannot do in that 


kingdom what he listeth, he may not 60 easily 
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commafid him to impede, or hinder our traffic 
in those eastern parts, which if he could bring 
to pass, you see how hurtful it would be to 
this land. But to descend yct lower into these 
latter actions. He hath seen it is but a tully 
to make wooden-bridges to pass into England, 
therefore he hath found out a surer way and 
stronger passage into it by land, and that. by 
Scotland; which though it be not talked of on 
the Exchange, nor preached at Paul's cross, 
yet it is most true; and in Scotland as common 
as the highway, ¢ That he haut procured unto 
him many of the nobility there.” It may be 
he hath sent thither no great navy, and that 
her maj. would not sutter him to do; yet do 
what she can, some onc paltry fly-boat may 
escape her maj.’s ships, and carry gold enough 
in her to make them traitors, and stir them to 
sedition. These things her maj. understood 
before, and advertiscd the king thereof; which 
the effect hath proved to be truc. For unless 
I be deccived, the last letters, that came from 
thence, might shew that the king is cone te 
make a road into the north, and to bring hack 
the lord Bothwell and the lord Hantley. The 
king of Spain’s malice thus daily increaseth 
against us, and secketh also to stir up sedition 
amongst us by his instruments. The number 
also of Papists daily increaseth, or at lestwise 
becomes more manifest. My advice is, that 
you would consult how to withstand such ine 
mincnt dangers, which the greater they be, 
the sooner they should be looked into aud re- 
membered. Wherefore I would desire mr. 
Speaker, that he would appoint some com- 
mittees of the sutiicientest and wisest men in 
the house to consider thereon.” 

Sir John Wolley spake to the like effect, sav- 
ing, “ That upon the Cause of the Danger the 
realm was now in, and of the Remedy, his 
epeech should consist; which he likened to a 
natural body, in which the more danger the 
principal member was in, the greater. means 
there should be used for the preservation 
thereof. Roan being made now Admiral of 
France by the League, should say, that he 
was a poor admiral now, but vet he doubted 
not, but that shortly he should be able to 
bring such a navy as should terrify the queen 
of England. Also he shewed how the princes 
of the Holy League had conspired the over- 
throw of the realm, the extirpation of religion, 
and the confusion of her inaj. and her joval 
subjects. And exhorted the house, now he- 
cadse the season of the year groweth on, which 
calleth many of the knights and burgesses to 
be in their countries, besides the sickness he- 
ing in the town, so that many of that house 
knew not whether they lodeed im houses in- 
fected or not, that they would scck to dispatch 
and end the parl. so soon as might be. He 
also shewed how the Dunkirkers troubled our 
fishermen in small barks upon the sea-coasts. 
And so that this matter might be committed 
to some of the suthcientest in the house. He 
also exhorted the house to a speedy agrecing 
of asubsidy, and shewed that the wars with 
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Spain had cost her maj. a million of money: 
but this he avouched, that where it cost her 
inaj. one, it cost the king of Spuin three.” | 
Sir Juin Fortescue said, They that spake 
betore me, spake suthciently of the authors of 
vur troubles, of the great danver which is now 
imminent, imsomuch that it 15 come to this 
point now, ¢ Non utrum imperare, sed utrum 
vivere.” IT will speak of nothing but that which 
concerns my calling. Her maj. not being only 
careful fur the preservation of ber own realin, 
but of her neighbours also; she hath not only 
defended her own sul jects from beiny invaded, 
but also hath aided straneers which wanted 
money, with whom otherwise it would have 
gone i] by this time Loth with them and our- 
selves. Tnsomuch that the burihen of four 
kingdoms hath rested upon her maj. which 
she hath maintained with ber purse, England, 
France, Ireland, and Scotland. For how 
could the French king, at his first coming 
to the crown, jiave held out against those 
leaguers, had not her maj. assisted him with 
her men and money, which hatn cost her maj, 
above 100,0001.? 9 For xis well known that 
the Freneh king had not been able to with 
stand the duke of Pamna’s couing ifito France, 
had it not been for our Englishmen and money, 
As for the Low-Countries, they have stood ber 
maj. vearly, since she undertook the detence 
of them, 150,000], All which her maj. be- 
stowed tor the good of the realm, te tree us 
from war at home. Besides, when her maj. 
came to the crown, she found it 4 millions in- 
dcebted? her navy when she came to view it, 
she found greatly decayed: yet all this she 
hath discharzed, and (thanks to God) is no- 
thing indebted ; aud now she is able to match 
any prince in) Europe, which the Spaniards 
tound when they cume to invade us. Yea, 
she bath with her sips compassed the whole 
world, whereby this land is made famous 
throughout all places. She did find im her 
Navy all iron-pieces, but she hath furnished 
it with artillery of brass; so that one of her 
ships ts not a subject’s but rather a petty king’s 
wealth. As for her own private expences, 
they have been little in building; she hath 
consumed hittle or nothing in her pleasures, 
Astor her Apparel, it 1s royal and princely, 
beseeming her calling, but not sumptuous nor 
excessive. Vhe charges of her house small, 
yea, never less m any kine’s time. And 
shortly (by God’s Grace) she will free her sub- 


jects from that trouble which hath come by 


the means of Purveyors. .Whceretore she trust- 
eth, that every good subject will assist her 
maj. with his purse, secing It concerns his 
own good and the preservation of his estate. 
For before that any of us would lose the least 
member of his body, we would bestow a great 
deal, and stick for no cost nor charecs: how 
much more ought we in this political body, 
whereof not only a member but the whole is 
in jeopardy, if we do not make haste to the 
preservation thereof? And tor these Subsidies - 
which are granted now adays to her inaj. they 
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are ide by half than they were in Henry 
Villth’s time. Now although her maj. has 
borrowed sume money of her subjects besides 
her Subsidies, vet she has truly repaid and an- 
swered every one tully. FJ desire the matter 
av be put to a committee.” 

Mr. pe Bucon spake to the effect fol- 
lowing ; © ‘Vhat which these hon. person wes 
have spoken of their exper iencecs, May it please 
you to give ine leave hkewise to deliver of m 
common knowledge. ‘The cause of assembling 
all parliaments hath been hitherto for liuws or 
inoneys: the one being the sinews af peace, 
the other of war. ‘Yo the one [am not privy, 
but the other I should know. I did take great 
contentment in her maj.’s Speech the other 
day delivered by the Lord Keeper, how that 
it was a thing not to be done suddenly nor at 
one pari. nor scarce a whole year would suf: 
fice to purge the Statute-Book, and lessen the 
volume of Laws; bemg so many in number, 
that neither common people can practise them, 
nor the lawver suficicntly understand them: 
than the which nothing should tend more to 
the praise of her inaj.— The Romuns appoint- 
ed ten nen, who were to correct and recal all 
former Lays, and to set forth those 12 Tables 
eo much of all men to be commended. The 
Athcmans hkewnse : appoinite “«hosix for that pur- 
pose. sud Lewis LN. of VPrance, did the like 
yi reforming iis laws.”"—The rest of his argue 
ment tending to the appointing a committee, 
both to consider of the dangers of the realm, 
and of specdy Supply to be given to her maj. 
And thereupon the House dl laccordingly no- 
munate the said Comittee, to deliberate and 
consult in what proportion they might now re- 
heve her maj. wita Sab- iding, in respect of 
those manv and ercat chemies acainst whose 
power and malice she was to provide, and 
prepare for necessary desence and preservas 
tion of her realms and dominions, 

Detute ona Bul ta returia the Abuses of the 
Ecclesiastical Courts.]  Veb. Q7. Mr. Morrice 
moved the hause, * Touching the hard Courses 
of the Bishops and Ordinaries, and other Ke- 
clestastical Judges ino their Couris, used to- 
wards sundry learned and godiv ministers and 
preacters of this realm, by way of tnguisition, 
subscription and binding absolution, contrary 
(he said) to the honour of God, the regality of 
her maj. the laws of this Foals and the liber- 
ty of the sulyccts; compelling them, upan their 
own oaths, to accuse themselves in their own 
private actions, words and thoughts, if they 
shall take such oaths, because they know not 
to what questions they shall answer till after 
the time they be sworn; and also after such 
examination procced against them by depriva- 
tion, devradation or suppression, upon such 
their own accusations of themselves. And if 
they refuse to take such oath, then they com- 
mit thein to prison, and there keep and detain 
them at their own pleasure, not absolving or 
releasing thein until they shall first have taken 
a corporal oath of their canonical obedience 
w. their orauanecs, Agd shewing further at 
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large, the grent inconvenience thereby growa 
unto the free subjects of this‘realm, doth in 
the end pray a consultation to be had therein 
by this house, for redress of the said enonni- 
ties; and offereth unto mr. Speaker two Bills, 
the one concerning the said Inquisitions, Sub- 
scriptions and Otfering of Oaths, and the other 
concerning the Imprisoniments upon their re- 
fural of the said Oaths; praying that the said 
Jatter bill which concerneth the sax imprison- 
ments nicht be read, and the other to be oticred 
to this house at soine more convenient tine.” 

Mr. Dalton answered thus: * This bill pre- 
tends great things im shew, tending to the 
hindrance of God's service, and the dcrogation 
of her maj.’s prerogitive, to the overthrow of 
our kuws and violating of our libertivs: things, 
[ say, great in shew, “but no such things to be 
found in the matter spoke against. It is casy 
to make of a mole-hill a mountain in words, 
so by a well compiled speech to make a greas 
und dangerous thing of nothing; nay, a thing 
indeed needless, tor that the state bath hith- 
erto always stood upon this govt, Aad so he 
shewed how Ecclesiastical govt. was distinct 
from ‘cmporal. The reasons he gave were 
tew or none: only Ins great dishke was, that 
having received strait cammnandment trom ber 
maj. not to meddle with things concerning 
the Reformation of the C hurch and State, 
therefore in his opiaion the bill ought to be 
suppressed.” 

Siv Jota Wolk y spake alse agaist the bill, 
disallowing the matters in it; and taking it 
as too busy a meddling in such a uhing so tors 
bidden by her map. so he thought a not fit 
that it should be read.” 

Sir Francis Knowles answered, & That where- 
as it was condemned as secking the overthrow 
of a member of the state, and so against the 
law; it tended, in his opmion, but, to the res 
lurming of abuses, and so restraining of the 
prelates, that af they meddle agaist the laws, 
they shall incur a premunire. So that he 
thought the bill to be good and fit to be read.” 

Dr. Lewen endcavourcad to shew, “ That as 
the natural body was delighted m change, so 
was it also in the politic body, yreedy of alter- 
ation, That this cversion of bps. had long 
been sought for; and iv shooting at their Jus 
risdictian, their aim was at their places; as 
being no more able to stand the one wrthaut 
the other, than a house without a foundation. 
Then he entered into a discourse of Govern- 
ment, as Monarchies, Aristocracics, and Je-. 
mocracies. He approved the inguarchies ; and, 
in the most famous monarchics in the world, 
shewed this govt. now exercised by the bps. t 
have been used. Ue endyavoured to prove 
the bishops to be such a pact of the body 
politic, as without them it could be na bedy. 
And in comparing it with she state of the na- 
tural body, be terined the prince and the coun: 
sellors of the state to he as the senses, and as 
the hend; the bps. and ministers us the shoul- 
ders and arms; the common people the leg» 
Now, ta take away. the shoulders froga the 
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body, were as great a blemish and prejudice | the lawyers themselves spcak against it; for 
‘gs to have the fingers tled unto the shoulders. | one suith of it, ‘Ut libere tatear quod scntiam, 


Then came he to 3 parts of mr. Morrice’s | nunquam mihi placcbat.’ 


For Subscription, 


speech, Inquisition, Subseription, and binding | the statute ailedged is meant but a subscrip- 


Absolution. Inquisition he proved lawful ; ist, 
because it had becn so long used, and in the 
greatest monarchies allowed. For before in- 
quisition came in, the manner of’ trial was by 
accusation, and then the party accusing was to 
suiler the penalty that the law inflicted upon 
the party accused, if he failed in his accusation, 
Then it night be that the party accused, if the 
ticcuser failed in his accusation, might solicit 
two witnesses to answer for him, which was 
sutlicient to acquit hun: so the guilty escaped, 
and the gifltless accuser was punished. This 
secining grievie:s, they changed their trials into 
maquisigons., And whosocver reads Demost- 
henes and ‘Tully, shall see how unwillingly they 
were hired to accuse. And if we louvk into 
tie laws of this realm, it is altogether by in- 
quisitions in courts baron, Iects, and in the 
king’s courts, and in the star-chamber. So 
that this course is as lawtul in the ecclesiastical 
zs in the temporal law. Subscription was a 
thing we were buund unto by statute. The 
hke was used in our churches as at Geneva, so 
asallowable here. Absolution, termed bind- 
mg, is no other than in the common law 3 for 
in the writ ¢ de excommunicato capiendo,’ the 
party absolved is to be sworn ¢ ad servandum 
jus,’ and his oath to pertorin the law in this 
absolution is nut grievous: whereas otherwise 
the party accused was to tind pledges for the 
same. Nav, itis a liberty to him, when upon 
his oath he may be freed. And so as to the 
bill, he thought it fittest that it should be first 
considered of by the bishops and judges of the 
realm before it were read.” 

Mr. Oliver St. John spoke for the bill, Tr 
hath been the manner of this house to allow a 
mixture in speaking, and atter the grave, hon. 
and wisest, then to hear the incanest also. For 
myscelt, T am but young, yet will [ shew unto 
vou matter which 1s old. “In answer to them 
that spake last, the ancient Charter of this 
realm suvs, 6 Nullus liber Homo,’ &c. which is 
flay vigluted by bishops’ jurisdiction, You 
know what things Thomas Becket stood upon 
against the king, which things are now also 
crept in. And for more full answer of one 
that spake before, his antiquity and prescrip- 
tion cannot be allowed in this govt. for any 
reason; for so were the othcial prestitute to 
take and exact fees, because time vut of mind 
they had done su ; and set it down that it was 
answered in the parliament house, ‘ that thieves 
may prescribe to take purses on Shovters-hill, 
because time out of mind they had done so.’— 
For that of Inquisition, it seems to him (spe- 
cially) that spake last, to be allowed before 
that trial by accusation: 1st, by reason of the 
antiquity of the trial. But it cannot be proved 
so ancicnt as the manner of trials by accusa- 
tions. Fer in John, the adulterous woman he- 
ing brought to Christ, be asked who were her 
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tion to certain articles in religion, and not a- 
subscription in this form. And because it is 
allowed in Geneva, so to allow it bere, that is 
no reason, For in Geneva there be man 
things allowed, which the party speaking wuld: 
I dure say, be loth to have used here. As to 
Absolution, there is no such oath to be re- 
quired therein in our writ ‘de excommunicato 
sapiendo,’ as was said. So I think the bill 
very worthy and fit to be read.” 

Sir Robert Cecil answered, “TIT am unwillin 
to speak, yea, I speak against my will; aa 
to answer speeches well studied and premedi- 
tated upon the sudden, it is hard for me. 
What the bill containeth, I am ignorant of; 
and whether to allow of it or not, I will sus- 
pend my opinion, ‘To say the truth, the man 
that offered it was learned and wise, and one 
whom | love; yet a bill to be offered and in- 
forced in this sort, being of such effect, I 
know not how to allow of it. For her maj. 
had straitly forbidden to meddle in such cases; 
yet not forgetting the cause, she had, in her 
excellent wisdom, cared and intended that a 
redress should be had of things that are amiss. 
Ty which end her maj. betore the parl. sum- 
moned, had directed her letters to the abps. 
to certify her. Now her highness’s care tor 
our good shall be prevented, by our hasty 
speaking of these things betore our tine. Sure 
it is not fit, and her ma}. cannot but be of- 
fended atit. For the bill, I protest, I know 
it not; but it seemeth to contain things necd- 
fal. Wherefore it were fittest it should be 
commended to her maj. and so recommended 
untous. And if T mavdo this otlice and service 
tor the house, LT will in all dutiful love and 
service do it, But if the other course be taken, 
J fear the things sought will be demed tor the 
violence used im it.” 

Mr. Speaker said, “In favour and freerlove, 
above my merits or desert, you have elected 
me, which should bind me to do all my best 
service, and to be faithfnl toward you. This 
bill delivesed me is lonz, and cuntaineth im- 
portant matters of great welght, and such 
matters as cannot be expressed in few words. 
It hath many parts, and if you put me pre- 
sently to open it, T cannot so readily under- 
stand it, and do it as I should; tor indeed it 
is a matter far above my ordinary practice: 
and to deliver a thing before I conceive it, I 
could not. Wherefore, 1f it would please you 
to give me leave to consider of it, I protest, I 
will be faithtul, and keep it with all secrecy.” 
Hicrenpon tic house was in question, whether 
it should be committed: to the Speaker only, or 
to the Privy-Council and him: but it was 
holden to be against the order of the house, 
that any bill should be committed betore i 
was read. Therefore, upon a motion made 
by mr. Wroth, it was agreed, that mr. Speaker 


agcusers’ And tor that manner of accusatiun, | should have :t. 
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Debate on the Ei'l relating to Recusants.]| Serjeant Harris agreed on the Subsidy, 
The same day, in a debate on the bill relating ! Because parliaments were seldom, whereas 
to Recusants, Mr. Nath, Bacon said, “ Vhe | by the statute 4 Edw. ILL. they may be called 
children might not be committed to the bp. of | every year. The Subsidies to be granted to 
the diceese, because therr chancellors are so ' maintain wars; but whether it be war or no 
much affected to the canon law, that some are | war; as yet we know not: and the things 
wnfected with Popish religion. Besides, the | which we take from the Spaniard is doubted 
oftice of bps. is to preach; and this dutvin the; by many not to be lawrul prize. Therefore 
one calling should not be hindered by other | desires in the Subsidies to have it set down, 
ailurs committed to their care. Wherefore | that those Subsidies be to maintain a war im- 
fitter it is, that the justices of assize should | pulsive and defensive against the Spaniard.” 
have the appointment of them.” Sir Walter Raleigh agreed in all things with 

Sir Lede, Siufford, “ It may be the party | the serjcant, and said, “ He knew many that 
is enemy to hin to: whom the child is com- | held it not lawful in conscience, as the time 
mitted, thercture the commitinent ought to be | 1S, to take from the Spaniards; and he knew, 
by 2 or 3.” that ificanight be lawful and open.war, there 

Mr. Wiroth sud, “ The law hath no pro-} would be more voluntary hands oo fight against 
vwiso for leases, por remedy is appointed, as | the Spaniard, than the queen should stand in 
by the distress or otherwise, how the guardian | nced of to send to sea.” 
is to come by the money appointed to him for | After the former and other like speeches, in 
the custody of the child of a Recusant, And | which also some had moved, that to make the 
it were fit to make @ provis: that no party, | wars against the king of Spain and his sub- 
being neat hew to the child, should be his | jects Jawful and warrantable, it should be in- 
guardian. And the recusant not to torfeit | serted into the preainble of the said bill, 
4ul. a month for the keeping of lis wite; | ¢ [That so great and extraordinary Supply was 
otherwise fur keeping of servants recusants.” | at this time given for the resisting of his pow- 
After all these speeches, it was agreed to com- | er, and preventing of his malice,|’ it was or- 
mit the bill to all of the privy council and | dered, “ That a committee, consisting of all 
many other members. | the serjcants at law, and several other mem- 

Burther Debate on the Supply.| Feb. 28, | bers, be appointed to draw the articles and 
Mr. Chang. of the Excheguer reported trom | preamble of the said bill accordingly; to the 
the committee, that they had considered of | end the same being considered of afterwards 
the Supply, and had aerecd that 2 entire | by this house, may be delivered by mr. Speak- 
Subsidies, and four 25ths and 10ths, should { er to her maj.’s learned counsel, for the tram- 
be granted to her maj. if the house should | ing and drawing of the said bill.” Notwith- 
think fit.’ Upon winch the question was put, | standing ull this, the house went on but slowly 
and it was agreed by the whole house that | in the matter; occasioned by an affair of an- 
the said supply should be granted. Then | other nature, which will appear in the sequcl. 
mr. Nath. Bacon, one of the committee, im- Messuge fiom the Lords io hasten the Sup- 
tormed the house that it was also agreed by | ply.|| March 1st, the Tfouse was infurmed 
them, That the present necessiucs of the | that two messengers from the Lords attended 
statc, moving them to grant the said double | at the door, After being let in, they acquaint- 
taxes, might be entered in the bill. ed the House, “ That their lordships had sent 

Sir Henry Knivett spoke next, “ Allowing {| them, to put this house in mind ot what the 
the Subsidies, but withal desircd these thugs: | lord keeper had intimated in his speech, on 
Ast, that it imght be lawtul for every subject | the first day of this parl. concerning the ne- 
to annoy the King of Spain that would, that | cessitics of the state, and provision of money 
weak forces might not be spent against him, | to be nade against the great and imminent 
but a royal anny. That we should not wrestle | danger this realm was threatened with from 
with bim on our own ground, but abroad. | its mighty enemies. That their lordships ex- 
Further, that all her maj.’s debtors might be | pected to have heard from the Commons, 
called in, and her maj. to have power to scll | about this matter, before this time; and there- 
all the debtors lands, of what estate soever | fore had omitted to do any thing in it them- 
they were seized of. No steward or cummis- | selves. But now they desired this house would 
sioner but to answer her maj. theroval fines | appoint a Committee, to confer with their 
and sums they received. All her woods to be | lordships about this busitiess, according to the 
viewed, and the great timber to be tor sale, | ancient and laudable usage of both houses.” 
the copy-wood to be suld to encrease the re- | On which message a Committee was appointed 
venues. Licences granted to any to have be- | accordingly, who were.to confer with a certalp 
nefit of penal statutes, to be taken in; and | number ot the lords that afternoon. 
the whole benefit of inns and alchouses to March 2, Sir Robert Cecill, one of the Com- 
conic to the queen. By this new statute | mittee appointed by this House for conterence 
avainst recusants, their children to be com- | with the Committee of the Lords, shewed, 
mitted to persons of sound religion. The | “ That he and the residue of the committees 
whole benctit of their rehef and living to | of this house did vesterday, in the afternoon, 
come to the queen, deducting only charges | repair unto the said committees of the Lords 

- jut the place appointed, where the lord ucae 
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burcr, in the name of the residue of the said | 


committee of the Lords, shewed unto the | 
committee of this House, the great and pre- 

sent need of provision of treasure to be em- | 
ployed for the defence of the realin, aguinst |! 
the invasion of the great and mighty enemies ! 
unto this realm and state; and shewing fur- 
ther, that the double Subsidy and i15ths aud 
10ths lastly granted unto her maj. amounting 
but unto two bundred and fourscore thousand 
pounds, her ma). hath nevertheless, in these | 
defensive wars, expended of her own treasure 

alone, ten hundred and thirty thousand pounds 

since the time of the granting of the said dou- 

ble Subsidy, and of the said 15ths and 10ths. 

And that therefore their lordsbips, weighing | 
the great present necessity of greater and | 
more speedy Supply of treasure to be had than 

2 entire Subsidies and four 15ths, do negative- 

ly affirm, that their lordships will not give, in 

any wise, their assents tO pass any act in their 

house of less than 3 entire Subsidies, to be 

paid in the S$ next years, at two payments in 

every of the same years; the 1st to begin 

s00n after the next Easter, and the 2nd soon 

after the next Micheelinas, and so yearly af- 

ter Easter and Michaelmas during the said 3 

years. And that as to what proportion of 
Benevolence, or unto how much their lord- 

thips would give their asgents in that behalf, 

they would not as then shew unto the said 

Committee of this House. But insisting for 
conference aghin to be had, he further urged, 

that this HIguse might be moved to yield a 

greater Supply. To which end he alledged, 

that the usual late Subsidies were very sinall, 

and were also imposed, fur the most part, 

upon the meaner sort of her maj.’s subjects; 

declaring, that he knew one shire of this 

realm, Wherein there were many mien of good 

living and countenance, but none of them, in 

the suid last Subsidies, assessed ut above four- 

score pound lands per annum. And that in 

the city of London also, where the greatest 

part of the riches of the realm are, there was 

no one assessed at above 2U00!. goods a man, 

and that not yet past above 4 or 5 such.” 

Which speech, in effect, being ended, “ He, 

ia conclusion, referred the further considera- 
ton thereof to the gravity of the house.” 

Mr. Francis: Bacon spoke next. “ He yielded 
to the Subsidy, but misliked that this house 
should jom with the upper house in the grant- 
ing of it. For the custom and privilege of this 
house hath always been, first to make offer of 
the Subsidies from hence, then to the upper 
house; except it were that they present a bill 
uato this house, with desire of our assent 
thereto, and then to send it up again. And 
reason it is, that we should stand upon our 
privilege, seeing the burthen resteth upan us, 
as the greatest number; nor is it reason the 
‘thanks should be theirs. And in joining with 
them in this motion, we shall derogate from 
ours? for the thaaks will be theirs, and the 
blame ours, they being the first movers 
roe I wish, that, in thia agion, we 

you. 1, 
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should proceed, as heretofore .we have done, 
apart by ourselves, and not join with their 
lordships. And to satisfy them, who expect 
an answer from us to-morrow, some answer 
should be made in obsequious and dutiful 
manner.” ‘Then out of his bosom he drew an 
Answer, framed by himself, to this effect; 
“ That they had considered of their lordships 
motiou, and thought upon it as was fit; and, 
in all willingness, would address themselves to 
do as so great a cause deserved. To join with 


‘them, he said, he could not, but with preju- 


dice to the privilege of the said house. Where- 
fore he desired, as they were wont, so that 
now they might proceed herein by themselves, 
apart from their Lordships; and that they 
might do it without discontent. To this pur- 
pose he cited a precedent in Hen. Vifith’s 
time (see p. 485,) where cardinal Wolsey came 
down into the House of Commons, and in- 
formed them what necessity there was of a 
Subsidy; and that thereupon the House took 
it to consideration, apart by themselves, and 
at large granted it. By which it sould seem 
that he did inter, that the iords might indeed 
give notice unto the said House of Commons, 
what need or danger there was, but ought not 
to prescribe them what to give, as at the meet- 
ing of the Committee the lord treusurer had 
done.” | 

Whereupon the House ordered, that the 
former Comunittee should meet again in the 
afternoon. And being met accordingly, great 
part thereof was spent in arguing what the 
matter was which was referred unto them b 
the house; whether a Subsidy should be yield- 
cd, and that signified for an answer from them 
tothe Lords: or whether the Committee were 
only to consider of an Answer according to 
mr. Bacon’s motion, “ That this house would 
alone, by themselves, consider of the Subsidy, 
without joining.” These following spake for . 
the Subsidy, especially enforcing the necessity 
of it: 

Sir Wm. Moore shewed, first, ‘* That her 
maj. had more cause tu have the Subsidy than 
had Hen. VIII. Edw. VI. or Mary; for Hen 
ry’s wars continued not, though they were vio- 
lent for the time. His wars were impulsive 
and not defensive. He had the suppression of 
all the abbies, a matter of great riches unto 
him. He had a Benevolence, and then a Sub-. 
sidy, paid within 3 months. Edw. VI. had 
chantries, and all the church-plate, for relief, - 
paid him. Mary had a relief paid her, which 
she never repaid, But her maj. that now is, 
hath been a continual defence of her own 
realm and her neighbour’s kingdoms, England, 
Ireland, France, and the Low Countries; yet 
hath she repaid the loans, and had not such 
helps.” : 

Sir George Carey said, “ I speak for the 
Subsidy, (first answering one that had said, 
‘We must regard them and their estates for 
whom we are here’) saying, he regarded and 
came for them as was mect; and they will 
oe us for taking somewhat from them, 
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than if we should abandon them and leave 
them and all that they have to the spoil of the 
enemy; which will be, if, with our forces, we 
provide not to withstand them. For mminent 
dangers hang over our heads, and are intend- 
ed to us this summer, The Spaniard already 
hath sent 7000 pistoles of gold into Scotland, 
to corrupt the nobilitv; and, to the king, 
20,000 crowns now lately were dispatched, 
ont of France, inte Scotland, for the levying 
ot 3000, which the Scottish lords have pro- 
mised; and the king of Spain will levy 30,000 
more, and give them all pay. Her maj. is de- 
termined to send sir Francis Drake to sea, to 
encounter them with a great navy. Where- 
fore this our danger ts to be prevented, and 
those her maj.’s infinite charges by us to be 
supplied.” 

Sir Walter Raleigh spake for the Subsidy, 
not only (as he protested) to please the queen, 
to whom he was intaitely bound above his 
deserts, but for the necessity he both saw and 
knew. “ He very well discovered the great 
strength of the king of Spain. And. to shew 
his mightiness, he told how he possessed all 
the world. As also, that his mahce and dll 
purpose was evident to this realin: he shewed 
how, on every side, he had beleaguered us.— 
In Denmark, the king being young, he had 
corrupted the council and nobility, so as he 
was very like to speed hinself of shipping trom 
thence. Ia the marine towns of the Low 
Countries, and in Norway, be laid in great 
store of shipping. In Frauce he had the par- 
liument towns at his command. In Britany 
he had all the best havens. And in Scotland 

‘he had so corrupted the nobility, that he had 
promised them forces to re-establish Papistry. 
Phat they were ready to Join with any foreign 
furces that would make them strong, to be by 
themselves, and to resist others. For, as he 
thought there were not six gentlemen of that 
country of one religion. In his own country 
there is all possible repairing, and he is coming 
with 60 gallics, besides other shipping, wit 
purpose to annoy us. We must then have no 
siips (if he invade us) nding at anchor; all 
will be little enough to withstand him. At his 
coming, he fully determineth to get Plymouth, 
or at least to possess some of the havens, this 
summer, within our land. And Plymouth is a 
place of most danger, for no ordnance can be 
carried thither to remove him; the passages 
will not give leave. Now the way to deteat 
him is this: to send a royal army to supplant 
him in Britany, and to possess ourselves there; 
and to send a strong navy to sea, and to lie 
with it apon the Cape and such places as his 
ships bring his riches to, that they may set 
upon all that come. This we are able to do, 
and undoubtedly with fortunate success, if we 
undertake 1t.”"—The Committee for consider- 
ing of an Answer to be given to the Lords, on 
their last message, came to this resolution, 
“ ‘That it was the opinion of the majority to 
grant another conference with the Lords, if the 
Huse should think fit.” But, | 
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Mr. Wroth, one of the said coment cicod 
up and said, “ That he dissented from the 
question, and neither gave his assent in the- 
committec, nor would now do it, that any con- 
ference should be had with the lords in this 
case. For, that, in his opinion, the same would 
be very prejudicial to the ancient liberties and 
privileges of this house, and tg its authority.” 

Mr. Beale seconded him, ‘ He insisted 
upon their maintenance of the usual and an- 
cient liberties and privileges of this House in 
treating of subsidies, contributions, and other 
like benevolences, among themselves; without 
any conference therein at all had or used with 
the Lords: and gave an instance of a former 
precedent in the like case ; and offered to shew 
that the same precedent to this House, was tol- 
lowed in the Qth Hen. IV. The two houses 
being divided about the Subsidy, and the higher 
house desiring a greater Subsidy than was 
granted by the lower house ; nereunen 12, that 
were scnt as committees to the lords, came 
down, and informed what was desircd by the 
upper house ; namely a greater Subsidy; and, 
to that end, conference to be had with them ut 
the Commons. ‘The commons thought them- 
selves grieved therewith, and so returned their 
answer, That they would consider what was 
meet to be dune in so general a matter, but 
thought the conference a derogation to ¢t 
privilege of the house.* Hercupon the king 
answered, That he cguld not, neither was it 
fit to violate the privilege of his Commons, but 
in all things he thought it just tg prefer them.” 
—The court party were very earnest for this 
conference; and thereupon 

Sir Robert Cecil spoke again. “ He put 
the house in mind of tke great and urgent ne- 
cessity, for the speedy prevention and ayoiding 
of the great and imminent perils and dangers 
of this realm and state, to be effected both by 
consultation and also by provision of treasure ; 
and thinketh good that conference of this 
house were had with the Lords, as a matter 
very behoofful: especially for that their lord- 
ships, some of them being of her maj.’s privy 
council, do know both the purposes and strengt! 
of the enemics on the one side, and also her 
maj.’s present store of treasurc, mere or less, 
on the other side, inuch better than those ot 
this house do. RKesolveth, for his own opi- 
nion, still to give his consent, That conference 
be had therein with the Lords, by the com- 
mittees of this house; according to their 
lordship’s said former motion and request for 
the same.” 

Sir Wm. Brunker stood up, and, “ He re 
citing the said yreat present necessity of con- 
sultation and provision, and that it cannot be 
otherwise, but that the proportion of conve- 
nient supply of treasure, answerable to the 
greatness of the daagers which are imminent, 
must needs require a greater mass ef treasure 


‘to be had, than hath been as yet treated of 


in any resolution by this house.”—Then the 
Speaker put. the question, For a Conterciice. 
or not? And, on a division: of the house, it 
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was carried, in the negative, 217 against 128. 
— After this, it was thought proper to appoint 
a Committee to wait upon the Lords, and ac- 
quaint them with their last Resolution, in as 
sott terms as possible. Who, returning, made 
report, “ That their lordships well hoped that 
this house would have granted their request. 
However, they desired the Commons to take 
due care for a specdy and a proper Supply, 
according to the pressing necessity of the state: 
and to see these precedents on which the con- 
ference was denied. But this matter was avcain 
resumed the next day, when : 

Mr. Beale stood. up and desired to satisty 
the house, “ By. reason it was conceived hy 
the Lords the other day, that upon his motion, 
and by his precedent shewed, the house was 
led to deny a conference with the lords, he 
acknowledged he had mistaken the question 
propounded. For there being but a conference 
desired by the Lords, and no confirming of 
anv thing they had done, he thought we might, 
and it was fit we should confer. And to this 
end only, he sbewed the precedent, that in 
the 9th of Hen. IV. the Commons having 
granted a Subsidy, which the Lords thought 
too little, and they agreed to a greater, und 
would have the Commons to confirm that 
which they had done; this the Commons 
thought they could not do withont prejudice 
to this house. Whercfore he acknowledged 
himself mistaken in the question, and desired 
if any were led by him, to be satisfied, tor 
that he would have been of another opi- 
rion if he had conceived the matter as it 
was mcant.” 

Sir Tho. Heneage “ propounded the question 


anew, and thought that with the privilege of 


the house, and by precedents to be shewed, 
there had been eonterence with the Lords used 
upon the like motion.” 

Sir John Wolley thought, * That the former 
denial grew upon mistaking of the question, 
and upon better consideration would have the 
iantter reversed, and now to, assent to. that 
which was demed before.” 

Sir Hen. Knivett moved, “ That for the 
freedom of the house, it might be concluded 
amongst them, a inatter answerable ut the 
bar, for any man to report any thing of any 
speech used, or matters done in this house.” 

Sir Hen, Upton spake “ i detence of the for- 
miner proccedings of the house, and shewed how 
it had proceeded; 1st, agrcemg to a double 
subsidy and four 25ths; this being oflercd, and 
the lords thinking it seemed little, and consi- 
dering the present necessity, the lack of pay- 
inent of subsidies, and the true rating of sub- 
sidies over that they were wont to be, they de- 
sired a Conference with the Lower House, 
yiving reasons-of great importance for a vreater 
aid; and they gave us a taste of what was 
needful, as 3 Subsidies at the least; and upon 
those great causes desired a conference the 
nextday. This being delivered unto the house 
by one of the committecs sent to the Lords, 
the house upon consideration thought jt not to 


pay ° 
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stand with their privilege to confer with their 
lordships in matter of subsidies, because it was 
the liberty of the house to make offer them- 
selves to her maj. 
with the privilege of this House to conter with 
the Lords, hereupon they advise upon an an- 
swer to be made ante the Lords, wherein they 
should give them thanks that they tad vouch 
sifted to conthr with them of this blouse; but 
shewed, that with the privilege of th® house 
they could wot have conterence with them in 
matter of Subsidy.—Further he thought the 
House much injured, that they should be re- 


And in regard it stood not 


vorted to be against the Subsidv: and the pare 
o a | : 


tes inured, who, speaking the last day agaist 
the Subsidy, their names were given yp, aud 
were noted for it to the queen.—-And now 
ny motion is, that we must confer with the 


Lords upon the Subsidy, but not in any sort to 
be conturmed thercin unto them, And for 
that occasion past, he desired that inr. Speaker 
inieht be sent and report the truth of the. 
Whole matter and manner of our procecd- 
ings.” 

Sir Robert Cecil said, “I desire now I may 
he somewhat long, because T must include an 
answer to,3 speeches. ‘Those 2 hon. persons. 
that sit above, the one of them declared the 
true state of the question, the other what was 
fit we should do. But my answer shall tend 
only to those tales that followed. The ist was 
a kind of satisfaction for a former mistaking ; 
but in the same satisfaction, a new mistaking 
was also; which was by way of information, 
casting it into the house, that the queca shealadb 
seem to demand 3 Subsidies. Now the queen. 
never demanded 3, nor 1. So there is a new 
intstaking added to the former satistitiou.— 
Fhe 2nd inan’s motion thus far 1 allow, ‘“Dhat 
the counsel of this house be secretly kept, aud. 
that nothing be reported in malam purtem: 
but if-his meaning be, that we may not im-, 
pari any thing that. ts done here unto the. 
queen, but that all things must be seeret from 
her, [ ain altogether against it. This only I 
shonld desire, what ought to be observed, Thag. 
nothing ought to be reported unto ben ta aes 
lam partem.—The 3rd man's mowcn. consisted 
of 3 points. The tet was news, the 21rd was 
history, and. the Sd and last a motion. His 
news wus, that. men’s names were given up to 
the queen, This was news. For [ heard it 
not-betore. The history was a large report of. 
the progress of this matter. His motion was, 
that we should conter with the Lords about a. 
Subsidy, but not conclude a Subsidy with. 
them. His manner seems contrary to his 
meaning, or clse is.more than ever was meant ;. 
tor it was never desired of us dy-the lords, 
that we should confer. with them about a Sub~ 


sidy.” 

gi Walter Raleigh spake next.and moved, 
“ That seing the division of the housc the. 
last day grew, as he conceived, upon the mis. 
tuking of the question ; and that since sume 
had reported unto lim, that had the question. 


been propounded, Whether they should only, 
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yicld to a conference in general with the Lords, feet will complain of too heavy a body; that 
they would not have been against it; therefore is to be fcared. If the feet knew their strength 
he desired mr. Speaker tu put it to the ques as well as we know their oppression, they 
tion, Whether they should conter with the would not bear as they do. But to answer 
Lords gencraily or not, without naming a Sub- them, it sufliceth that the time requireth it: 
sidy?” ‘Lhis motionsbeing weli Jiked, sir Wal- and in a prince power will command. To 
ter was desircd by the house, to repeat it ' satisfy them, they cannot think we overcharge 
again, that vo it might be the better heard of | them, when we charge ourselves with them 
them all. And thereupon he said, “ That ' and above them: but if nothing will satafy 
touchin#the atoresaid question which had re-! them, our doings are sutticient to bind them. 
ceived a Wo upon Saturday last,-he would not | If the multitudes of parliaments be remem- 
make it a question again, tor by the order of | bered heretofore, many subsidies now m one 
the house he could not; but propounded this ' purl. cannot seem burthensome. The more 
fur a new question in these or the like words, | laws we make, the less liberty we have to 
Whether the house would be pleased to have | ourselves. And now one word for myself, if 
general cunterence with the Lords, touching | my speech hath offended, excuse me, | will 
the great and imminent dangers of the realm | not often trouble you hereafter.” 
and state, and the present necessary supply | Jt was not till the 22d day of March, that 
of treasure to be provided speedily for the \ the Commons brought the matter to a conclu- 
same, accurding to the proportion of the ne- | sion; and then the bill for a Grant of 3 entire 
cessity?” Which said question being pro- | Subsidies and six 15ths and 10ths, was read a 
pounded unto the house, it was assented unto | third time and vassed upon the qyestion. 
accordingly by them all without any negative | A Message from the Queen, by the Speaker, 
voice, forbidding the Commons to meddle with tie 
Whereupon the former committee, appoint- | Slate or the Church.] Feb. 27, the day after 
ed for conference with the Lords, were pre- | the Supply was moved for, mr. Morrice, at 
gently sent up to acquaint their lordships of | torney of the court of wards, a place under 
this last resolution, Who appointed the next | the crown, stood up and moved the house 
day for the conference. On that day, before {| touching the abuses of the Ecclesiastical Courts: 
the meeting, the Commons went upon this | the bill was altct debate delivered to the 
alfair again; aud, after many more speeches | Speaker's care, to prevent giving offence to 
and altercations, a subsequent resolution was | the queen : but the matter did not rest herc; 
agreed to by the whole house ; That their com- | for, in the afternoon of the same day the 
mittee should have authority to confer with | Speaker was sent for to court; and, on the 
that of the Lords, in a general way, concerning | next, he stood up and said, he had a Mes- 
dangers and remedies to be provided against: | sage to deliver from her Majcsty to the House; 
but not in any way to conclude or resolve | which he gave in these words : 
on any thing in the said conference, particu- “ Yesterday a great member of this house, 
larly ; without the farther privity and assent of | after a specch used, and his reasons laid forth, 
the whole house, on the report to be made to | delivered two bills unto me ; which bills, though 
them of their proceedings. One of the speeches, | not being read, yet were diversely spoken ol. 
made on the occasion of this resolution, is too | ‘They being long, and the matters grave and 
remarkable to be omitted. of great importance, and the day being almost 
Mr. Fulk Grevile said, “ There are two da I desired further time to consider of 
th 


scruples in this house, which I would gladly ! these bills. I humbly thank this hon. house, 
satify; the one the Priviicge of the house, 


the other the Poverty of the people. For pre- 
cedents tl.ey are but examples of things past. 
Now every example ought to be stronger than 
- the thing we fear: fur if the thing be other- 
wise, and our necessity greater, the former do- 
ings are no rules to us. And so preecdents as 
they are not to be rejected, so they ought not 
to be eternal. For the poverty of our coun- 
try, we have no reason to think it poor; our 
sumptuousness in apparel, in plate, and in all | rmanded to deliver these words from her most 
things, argueth our riches. And our dearth of | exccilent maj. unto the body of the realm (lor 
every thing amongst us, sheweth plenty of | so sic termcd this house:) the matter I lave 
money. But, it 1s said, our countries are poor, | to speak is great, yea, it is the greatest matter 
and we must respect them that sent us hither. | 1 ever had to deal in; wherefore I pray God 
Why, so we must also remember who called | dircct Alentem et Lnguam hanc. I must be 
us cher. This cause is hard; for there is | short, for her maj.’s words were not many; 
necessity against necessity, danger against | and I may perhaps fail in the delivery of them: 
danger, and inward discontent’ against out- | for though my auditors be great, yet who is $0 
ward forces. The poor are grieved by being | impudent that the presence of guch a mi. 
overcharged; this must be helped by increas- | would not appale him? And it did greatly 
ing our own burthen ; for otherwise the weak | fear me, when I did see nohe of these hoz. 
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tine was granted me freely, it being almost 
12 of the clock. I have perused and read 
both of the bills; I have them about me, and 
they have been continually with me ever 
since they were delivered to me; never aby 
man saw them, nor ever any man’s cye morc 
than my own ever saw one word of them. A 
little aster 1 had perused the bills, I was seut 
for by a special messenger from her maj.: 
coming in her royal presence, I was cum- 
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persons, in her presence, who were present 
at the holding of the matter in this house ; yet 
to God in his providence had appointed it, 
that even in this while came in some of the 
‘ persons here present, who, if I fail in deliver- 

ing what was civen me in churge, can report 
it unto you: and I am glad ht there are 
witness¢s with nein this action, what was my 
faithtul service for the house. I protest a 
greater comiort never befel me, than that this 
my integrity and faithful promise to this house, 
is not violated; for her maj. in her most gra- 
cious wisdom, before my coming, determined 
not to press ine in this, neither indeed did she 
require the bill of me; for this only she re- 
quired of me, ‘ What were the things spoken 
of by the house? which points I only de 
livered, as they that heard me can tell. The 
Message delivered me from her maj. consisteth 
of 3 things; 1st, the End for which the parl. 
was called. ¢dly, the Speech which her ma). 
used by my loid keeper. 3dly, what her Plea- 
sure and Commandiucut now is, For the 1st, 
‘It isin me and my power’ (I speak now in 
her maj.’s person) ‘to call parliaments; and 
it is in any power to end and determine the 
samc; it 15 12 my power to assent or dissent 
to any thing done in pail.’ The calling of 


this pari. was only that the maj. of God might 


be morc religiously served; and those that 
neglect Us service might be compelled by 
some sharper means to a more due obedience, 
aud more true service of God, than there hath 
been hitherto used, And further, that the 
safety of her maj.’s person, and of the reali, 
might be by all means provided for against our 
great encimes the Pope and the king of Spain. 
Mer maj.’s most Seren: pleasure being then 
delivered unto us by the lord-keeper, it was 
Nut meant we should meddle with Matters of 
State, or in causes Ecclesiastical ; (tor so her 
mu}. termed them.) She @ondered ‘ that any 
would be of so high Commandinent to at 
temp’ (I use her own words) ¢ a thing con- 
trary to that which she hath so expressly for- 
bidden ;’ wherefore, with this she was highly 
displeased. And because the words, then 
spoken by my lord-kecper, are not now per- 
haps well remembcred, or some be now here, 
that were not there; her rgaj.’s present charge 
and express command is, “That no bills touch- 
ing matters of State, or refurmation in causcs 
Ecclesiastical, be exhibited.’ And, upon m 
allegiance, I am commanded, if any such hill 
be exhibited, not to read it.”—Thus the bill 
was quashed, and mr. Morrice, the mover of 
it, being also sent for to court, the same day 
he was committed to the custody of sir John 
Fortescue, chauc. of the exchequer. 

The Speaker’s Specch to the Queen at the 
Close of the Session.] April 10, the Queen 
came to the Housc of Lords; and the Com- 
mons being called up, the Sneaker, on deliver- 
Ing the bills, nade the following most elaborate 
Speech on the Dignity and Antiquity of Par- 
liaments :— ‘Tbe high court of parl. most high 
and mighty prince, is the greatest and most 


~ 


i rrr rrr rrr i a i re ree ne i A ES 


ancient court within this your realm. For be- 
fore the Conquest in the high places of the 
West-Saxons, we read of a parl. hulden; and 
since the Conquest they have been holden by 
all your noble predecessors kings of England.— 
In the time of the West-Saxons a parl. was 
holden by the noble king Ina, by these words : 
© T, Ina, king of the West-Saxons, have caused 
all my Fatherhood, Aldermen and wisest Com 
mons, with the godly men of iny kingdom,tocon- 
sult of weighty matters, &c.”? Which words do 
plainly shew all the parts of this high court stall 
observed to this day. For by king Ina is your 
maj.’s most royal person represented. The 
Fatherligod, in ancient tune, were these which 
we call bps. and still we call them rev, Fatkers, 
an ancient and chicf part of our state.—By 
Aldermen were meant your noblemen. For 
so honourable was the word Alderman in an- 
clent time, that the aobility onl. were called 
Aldermen.— By Wisest Cominons is meant and 
signified knights and burgesses, and 90 is your 
wnaj’s writ “de discrctioribus & magis suthici- 
entibus.’—By Godlicst Men is meant your con~ 
vocation-house.”’ It consisteth of such as are 
devoted to religion, Aud as godlicst men do 
consult of we.ehticst matters, so is your highe 
ness’s writ at this day § pro quibusdam arduis 
& urgentibus negouis, nus, statu & defensi- 
onem regni nostri & ecclesix tangentibus.’— 
Your highness’s wisdom and exceeding judge 
ment with all-careful Providence necded not 
our councils: but yet so urgent causes there 
were of this parl. so important considerations, 
us that we may suy (for that we cannot judge) 
never par]. was so necdful as now, nor any so 
honourable as this. If I may be bold to say 
it, I must presume to say that which hath been 
often said (but what is well said cannot be too 
uften spoken) this sweet council of ours I 
would compare to that sweet Commonwealth 
of the little bees: 

‘ Sic eniin pazvis componere magna solebam.’ 
The little bees have but one governor whom 
they all serve, he is their king, § quia latera 
habet lativra;’ he is placed in the midst of 
their habitations, ¢ utin tutissima turn.’ They 
forage abroad, sucking honey from every flower 
to bring to their king. ¢ Ignavuim fucos pecus 
a presepibus arcent.. The drones they drive 
away out uf their hives, ¢ nor habentes aculeos.’ 
And whoso assails their king, in him ¢ immit- 
tunt aculeos, & tamen rex ipse est sine aculeo.” 
—Your maj. is that princely governor and no- 
ble queen, whom we all serve ; being protected 
under the shadew of your wings we live, and 
wish you may ever sit upon your throne over 
us, And whosoever shall not say Amen, for 
them we pray ‘ ut convertantur ne pereant, & 
ut confundantur ne noceant.” Under your 
happy govt. we live upon honey, we suck upon 
every swect flower: bur where the bec sucketh 
honey, there also the spider drawcth poison, 
Some such vegoms there be. But such drones 
and door becs we will expel the hive and serve 
your maj. and withstand any enemy that shall 
assault you. Our lands, ous goods, our lives 
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are prostrate at your feet to be commanded. 
Yea, and (thanked be God, and honour be to 
your maj. tor it) such is the power and force 
of your subjects, that of their own strength 
they are able to encounter your greatest ene- 
mies. And though we be such, vet have wea 
prince that is ‘sine aculeo;’ so full of: that 
clemency is your maj. I fear I have been too 
Jong, and therefore to come now to your Laws. 
—TVhe Laws we have conferred upon this ses- 
sion of so honourable a parl. are of two na- 
tures; the one such as have life but are ready 
to dic, except your maj. breathe life into them 
- again; the other are laws that never had life, 
but, heing void of lite, do come to your maj, to 
seck life.—The first surt are those laws that had 
contintances until this parl. and are now to 
receive new life or are to die for ever. The 
other, that I term capable of life, are those 
which are newly made, but have no essence 
unul your maj. giveth thei life—Two laws 
there are, but [I must give the honour where it 
is duc; for they come from the noble wise 
Lords of the upper house ; the most hon. and 
beneicial laws that could be desired: the one 
a Confirmation of all Letrers Patents, from 
your maj.’s inost noble father, of all Eccle- 
siastical Livings, which that king took from 
those superstitigus monasteries and priories, 
and translated them to the erecting a setting 
up of many foundations of Cathedral Churches 
and Colleges, greatly furthering the mainte- 
mance of learning and true religion.—The other 
law to suppress the obstinate Recusant and 
the dangerous sectary, both very pernicious to 
your govt.—Lastlv, your loving and obedient 
subjects, the Commons of the lower house, 
humbly and witb all dutiful thanks, stand bound 
unto your gracious goodness for your general 
and large Pardon granted unto them, whercin 
many great offences are pardoned. But it ex- 
tendeth only to offences done before the parl. 
J have many ways, since the beginning of this 
parl. by iznorance and insufficiency to perform 
that which I should have done, offended your 
maj.; I therefore most humbly crave to be 
partaker of your maj.’s most gracious pardon.” 
Lhe Jord Keeper's Answer.) The Lord 
Kecper having received instructions from the 
Queen, answered the Speaker to the following 
effect :—“ That her maj. did most graciously 
accept of these services and devotions of this 
parl.; commending them that they had em- 
ployed the time so well and spent it in so_ne- 
cessary affairs, save only that in some things 
they had spent more time than needed. But 
she perceived that some men did it more for 
their satisfaction than the necessity of the thing 
deserved. She misliked also that such irre- 
verence was shewed towards privy counsellors, 
who were not to be accounted as common 
_ knights and burgesses! of the house, that are 
counsellors only during the parl.; whereas the 
other arc standing counsellors, And for their 
wisdom and gredt service are called to the 


council of the state-—That the Queen had ; 


hcurd that some men in the cause of great ne- 
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cessity, and grant of aid, had seemed to regard 
their country, and made their necessity more 
than it was; forgetting the urgent necessity of 
the time, and dangers that were now mmminent. 
—That her maj. would not have the people 
feared with a report of great dangers, but ra- 
ther to be encourayed with boldness against 
the enemies of the state. And that therefore 
she straitly charged and commanded that the 
mustered companies in every shire should be 
supplied, if they were decayed ; and that their 

rovisions of armour and munition should be 
bole than heretofore it hath been used.— 
That for this offer of 3 Subsidies, her ma). 
most graciously, in all kindness, thanketh 
her subjects: but except it were frecly and 
willingly given, she did not accept of it; for 
her maj. never accepteth any thing that is not 
frecly given.—That if the cofiers of her maj.’s 
treasurcs were not cmpty, or if the revenues of 
the crown and other princely ornaments could 
suffice to supply her wants and the charges ot 
the realm, on the word of a prince she doth 
pronounce it, she would not have charged her 
subjects, nor have accepted of this they give 
her.” 

The Queen’s Specch on dissolving the Parl.) 
Then, after some little intermission, the Queen, 
heing set in her Chair of State, spoke as fol- 
lows :— This kingdom hath had many wise, 
noble, and victorious princes, I will not com- 
pare with any of them in wisdom, fortitude, 
and other virtues; but saving the duty of a 
child, that is not to compare with his father, 
in love, care, sincerity, and justice, I will com- 
pare with any prince that ever vou had, or 
shall have. It may be thought a peel in 
ine, that all this time of my reign I have not 
sought to advance my territories, and enlarge 
my dominions; for opportunity hath served me 
to do it. I acknowledge my womanhood and 
weakness in that respect. But it hath not 
been the hardness to obtain, or doubt how to. 
keep the things so obtained, that only hath, 
withheld me from these attempts: my mind 
was never to Invade my neighbours, or to usurp 
over anv. Tam contented to reign -over my 
own, and to, rule asa just prince. Yet the 
king of Spain doth challenge me to be the 
quarreller, and the heginner of all these wars. 
He doth me the greatest wrong that can be; 
for my conscicnce doth not accuse my thoughts, 
whercin I have done him the Icast injury; so 
that I am persuaded in my conscience, if he 
knew what [ know, he would be sorry himself: 
for the wrong he hath done me. I fear not all 
his threatenings, his great preparations and 
inighty forces do not stir me: for though he 
come against me with a greater power than 
ever was his Invincible Navy, I doubt not but 
(God assisting ine, upon whom I always trust) 
I shail be able to defeat bim and overthrow 
him; for my cause is Just. I heard say, when. 
he first attempted his last invasion, some upon 
the sca coasts forsook their towns and tled up 
Lizher into the country, and left all naked and 
expused ‘to his entrance: but I swear unte, 


603] 
ou, by God, if I knew those persons, or may 
10w of any that shall do so hereatter, I will 

make them know and feel what it is to be so 
fearful in so urgent a cause.—The Subsidy you 
give me I accept thanktully, if you give me 
your good-will with it; but it the necessity of 
the time and your preservations did not require 
it, I would refuse it. But let me tell you, the 
suin is not so much, but that it is needful fora 
prince to have so much always lying in her 
collers for your defence in time of need, and 
not be driven to get it when she should use it. 
—You that are lieutenants and geuticmen of 
coramand in your countries, I require you to 
take care and special orger, that the people be 
well armed, and in readiness upon all occa- 
sions.—You that be judges and justices of 
peace, I command and straitly charge vou, that 
you sce the laws to be duly execated, and that 
you make them living laws when we have put 
dife into them.”—After this speech ended, and 
the bills passed, the lurd keeper, by her mia)j.’s 
command, dissolved this parl. 

A new Parl. called.| A new par. was called 
to meet, at Westminster, on the 24th of Oct. 
1597. On the 1st day of the meeting, the 
Queen being present, the Lord Keeper of the 
Great Seal, then sir Tho. Egerton, by her 
miaj.’s command, declared the cause of the 
summons, in these words: 

The Lord Keeper's Speech.| “ The queen’s 
most excellent maj. my. most gracious and 
dread sovereign, hath commanded ime to de- 
clare unto you, iy lords and others here pre- 
sent, the causes which have moved her high- 
ness to summon this parl. at this time; which 
betore I can express, 1 must contess truly, 
that the royal presence of her may. the view 
of your lordships aud this hon, assembly, tos 
gether with the consideration of the weighti- 
ness of the service, and of my own weakness, 
doth much appale me, and cause ine to fear. 
Wherefore, 1f, either through fear I forget, or 
through my many wants and inpertcctions I 
tuil, to perform that duty which is required; I 
do most humbly crave pardon of her maj. and 
beseech your lordships to bear with me. The 
great princely care which her highness now 
hath, as beretofore sl:e hath ever had, to pre- 
serve her kingdoms im peace, and sate from all 
foreign attempts, hath caused her, at this pre- 
sent, to assemble this hon. and great council 
of her realm, to advise of the best and most 
needtul means whereby to continue this her 
peaceable and happy govt. and to withstand 
the inalice of her mighty and implacable 
enemy; which hitherto, by the spacc of many 
years, through her provident and_ princely 
wisdom, hath been perturmed, to the great 
and inestimable benefit of her subjects, as 
that the simplest of them could not but sce, 
and the wisest but admire their happiness 
therein; the whole realm enjoying peace in 
all security, while our neiyhbour-countrics 
have been torn in pieces, and tormented with 

‘cruel and bloody wars. ‘This her maj. 1s 
‘ pleased to ascribe, to the great power and 


. ‘ 
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infinite mercy of the Almighty: and therefore 
it shall well become us all, most thankfully, 
upon the knees of our hearts, to acknowledge 
no less unto His holy name ; who, of his in- 
finite goodness, still preserve her highness, 
and send her many years more over us, in all 
happiness, to rcign. In this her blessed govt. 
her highness’s chief care and regard of all, 
hath been of the honour and service of Al- 
mighty God, that true religion might be planted: 
and entertained in the hearts of the people, 
through all the parts of her realm; and as 
well in that behalf, as for the peace and be- 
nelit of her subjects, she hath, from time to 
time, established many good-laws to meet 
with the disorders, and to pumish the offences 
vf wicked and ungodly men; that continuing 
in their bad ways, they may not be hardened 
and go forward in their wickedness» for © Mora 
in peccato dat incrementum sccler.” And 
whereas the number of the Laws alrcady made 
ure very great, some also of them being ob- 
solete and worn opt of use; others idle and 
vain, serving to no purpose: some agan over 
heavy and too severe for the oifence; others 
tov louse and slack for the faults they are to 
punish; and many of them so full of dithcul- 
tics to be understood, that they cause many 
controversies: you are therefore to cuter intc 
a due consideration of the said laws: anc 
where you find supertluity, to prune and cu 
off; where detect, to supply; and where am 
biguity, to explain; that they be not burthen 
some, but profitable. to the commounwealui 
which being a service of importance, and ver 
necdful to be required, yet is nothing to b 
regarded, af due means be not liad to witl 
stand the malice and force of those protesse 
enemies which seck the destruction of td 
whole state. This, before all, and above a 
is to be thought of, aud with most endeavor 
and care to be provided tor: for in vain @ 
laws made, and to little purpose do thi 
serve, be they never so ae it such previ 
as go about to make a conquest of the ki 
dom, and destruction of the people. Ws 
heretofore were wont to be made either ct 
of ambition to inlarge dominions, or ouot 
revenge to requite injuries ; bat this agaist 
us Is not so: in this the holy religion of Gd 
is soucht to be rooted out, the whole realmo 
be subdued, and the precious life of her «- 
cellent maj. to be taken away; weich hitheo, 
by the powerful hand and great goodnessof 


| the Alunghty, have been preserved, matre 


the Devil, the Pope, the Spanish tyrant, ind 
all the mischievous desigus of all her enerfes. 
Wherefore it is high time that this be loged 
into, and that noway be left unsought,por 
means unused, that may serve for dcefice 
thereof, her maj. hath. not spared to dishrse 
a miss of treasurc, and to sell ber lan for 
the maintenance of her armies by scaand 
land, whereby, with such small helps as,‘om 
her subjects hath been yielded, she hat, de- 
fended and kept safe her dominions frot ‘all 


such forcible attempts as have been mile ; 
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which being still to be performed by infinite 
charge, her maj. netwithstanding hears nothing 
more unwillingly than of Aids and Subsidies 
to be received from her people; though what 
she doth receive, she doth carefully bestow, 
and infinitely more of her own. The taxa- 
tions at this day, howsoever they seem, are 
nothing so great as heretvfore, in the reigus of 
furmer kings, they have been. In the time of 
Edw. IIL. and the two next before him, and 
those three which succeeded next atter him, 
the payments of the Commons then did far 
exceed any that have been since her maj.’s 
“veagn; which is of record in the histories of 
those times to be seen: but never cause so 
groat to employ great sums of money as now. 
Now therefore you are to consider how to 
provide needful and convenient Aid, in some 
measure to maintain and support her maj.’s 
charge which at present she 1s at, and is to 
- continue at, for the defence of. the realm. 
He cannot be well advised, which in this case 
will not be forward to contribute and hestow 
whatsoever he hath: fur if, with the common- 
wealth it yoes not well, well it cannot be with 
Any private or particular person. That being 
in danger, he that would seek then to lay up 
treasure and enrich himself, should be like to 
him that would busie himself to beautify his 
house, when the city wherein he dwelleth is 
.on fire; or to him that decketh up his cabin, 
when the ship wherein he saileth is ready to 
sink. To spare in that case, is to spare for 
those which scek to devour all; and to give, 
is to give to ourselves. Her maj.’s part being 
only carefully to bestow what is delivered into 
her hands, wherein, men performing their 
duties, there is no cause at all to fear: for the 
war is just; it ts in defence of the religion of 
God, of our most gracious sovereign, of our 
native country, of our wives, children, liber 
tics, lands, lives, and whatsoever we have. 
Wherefore, not mistrusting your forwardness, 
that I may not offend in tuo much enlargin 
this point, as a poor remembrancer to her maj. 
E shortly say to your lordships, ‘ Quod justum 
et necessarium est;’ nothing can be more just 
than this war; nothing ought to be more ne- 
cessary, than carefully to provide due main- 
tenance for the same. And, to you of the 
house of commons, that you may orderly 
sroceed, and wisely consult of these weighty 
rauses del¥ cred unto you, her maj.’s pleasure 
a, you should, according to your accustomed 
aanner, go down to the Lower house, and 
nere make choice of some grave, Icarned, 
. nd wise man amongst you, to be your Speaker; 
ho shall be for undcrstanding sufficient, and 
ir discretion fit, as your mouth, to signify 
our minds, and to make your petitions known 
nto her highness; and him, upon Thursday 
@xt, to present in this place.” 
Christopher Yelverton, esq. elected Speaker. | 
G the said day, Oct. 27, the Commons 
fesented mr. serjeant Yelverton as their 
Seaker, who claiming the ancient and usual 
fsedom of speech, access, &c, was answered 
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hy the lord kecper, that her maj. did give her 


assent to its with admonition, however, that 
the said liberties and privileges should be dis- 
creetly and wiscly used, as was meet. =. 

- Proceeding in the Case of Lord De la Ware, 
as to Precedency, &c.] There was the greatest 
introduction of new bps. and lords to this pari. 
that we have yet met with at one time. The 
very first dav there were no less than one a 
four earls, ten bps. and five barons introduced ; 
besides the lord De la Ware, who put in his 
Claim for the Seat his ancestors enjoyed in 
parl. His Petition was reterred to a cominittee 
of lords appointed for that purpose, to ex- 
amine into his pr@ensions and make their 
report to the house accordingly. This lord’s 
tather had attempted to poison his uncle, the 
then lord La Ware, in expectation of his 
estate; and was, by an order of pari. in the 
reign of Edw. VI. excluded from any estate or 
honour that might come to him after his 
uncle’s death. ‘The said Wm. was also con- 
demned for treason in Mary’s reign ; but after- 
wards his attainder taken off as it he had never 
been arraigned. But, whereas, by reason of 
the former sentence, he-could not by law enjoy 
the honour of his ancestors, he was, by this 
queen’s special favour, created lord La Ware, 
by a new patent, and as lung as he lived 
claimed precedency according to the date of 
his creation. The queen reterred the while 
matter to the lords in parl.; who, finding that 
the former sentence concerned only the person 
of the said Wm. and that his children were no 
ways involved in the same, and that the at- 
tainder in Mary’s reign was no manner of bar, 
because it was impossible for him to lose a 
title which he never had, - besides, that he was 
atterwards fully and entirely restored, and the 
ancient. dignity no way extinct by the new 
creation, but only haid aside in his life-time, 
because he was not in possession of it when he 
received his new patent. For all these reasons, 
he was adjudged by the lords to hold the same 
rank with bis predtcessors, betwixt the lord 
Willoughby of Eresby and the lord Berkley; 
and he was accordingly reinstated with the 
usual ceremonies, and an entry was made in 
the Lords Journals of this Award. 

Lords’ Journel to be authenticuted.| The 
same ddy the Lord Treasurer made a motion, 
“ That forasmuch as the Journal-Books kept 
heretufore, by the clerks of parl. seemed to 
have some errors in them in tlie misplacing of 
the Lords, it was doubted how the same might 
be of true record. Therefore he thought proper 
that the lords would please to take order that 
the said books, which henceforth should be. 
kept by the clerk of parl. may be viewed and 
seb every parl. by certain lords of that 

ouse to be appointed for that purpose, and 
the list of the lords, in their order, to be sub- 
scribed by them. Taking unto them for their 
better information, the king at arms; and that 
this order might begin this present parl.”” On 
another motion of the Lord Treasurer, such 
lords as were abvent from parl, and had not 
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‘strange it were that so few deserts should 


sent their proxies, and such others as made 
their appearance in the beginning of the parl. 
and have not since attended, should be ad- 
monished to reform the same. 

The first bill of conscquence we meet with, 
is intituled, ¢ An act for the increase of Mari- 
ners and maintaming of Navigation.’ This 
act, which is still extant in our Statute-Books, 
shews what care the legislature then took to 
support and maintuin the navy of England. 
Nor were they less careful to preserve peace 
at home, by bringing iv a bill, this parl. for 
erecting of Houscs of Correction, and for the 
pong of rogues, vagabonds and sturdy 

eggars. Which is the first time those houses 
were established in every county by law. 
These and some other bills fur the relief of 
the poor, by erecting of Hospitals and Work- 
houses in parishes, the endowments of which 
were not to excecd 200]. per annum; for the 
maintenance of ‘Village and Husbandry; for 
pours of Frauds by the receivers, col- 
ectors, &c. of the public: money; and for 
preventing or punishing extortion, rapes, and 
taking away women aguinst their wills; for the 
encouragement of the Woollen Manufactory, 
and to prevent the deceitful stretching and 
tentering of northern cloth, &¢. were passed 
this session, and arc in the printed statutes. 

A large Subsidy granted.] Dec. 16, was 
passed in the Lords, ‘ An act for a Grant of 
3 entire Subsidies and six 15ths and 10ths to 
the queen’s maj.’ The bill had been brought 
- into the Commons on the 7th, and passed 
there on the 14th. This large supply they said 
was given to her, as a complimens, ‘ for her 
maj.’ wise administration ; for restoring reli- 
gion-to a better state; for the security of the 
kingdom trom the common enemy; for the 
defence of Ircland, and the relief of France 
and the Netherlands. But, -intreated her 
withal, as they had done in the last parl. not 
to advance this special instance of their bounty 
into a precedent, but only upon such pressing 
necessities of the state.’ The Clergy were 
more moderate this time, giving only 4s, in the 
pound, to be paid at 6 several payments. 

Dec. the 20th, the lord keeper adjourned 
the parl. to tha 11th of Jan. next coming. 
Some less matters relating to Breaches of Pri- 
vilege and Forms of managing Committees of 
both houses, on a Conterence, are entered 
this session in the Journals of the Lords; no- 
thing else of any moment occurred, but what 
will tall better in our account of the procecd- 
ings of the Commons during this parl. to which 
we now come. 

Serjeant Yelverton’s Excuse, on being chosen 
Speaker.| On the first day of their meeting, 
ser}. Yelverton having been nominated by sir 
Wm. Knolles, comptroller of her ma}j.’s house- 
hold, as a fit man for that ottice; the said ser- 
Jeant stood up, and urged his disabilities in 
ton remarkable a manner to be omitted.— 
“ Whence your unexpected choice of me to 
be your mouth or Speaker should proceed, 
I = utterly ignorant. Jf from my menits, 

"ou. 1, 


urchase, suddenly, so great an honour. 
Nor from my ability doth this your choice 
proceed; for well known it 1s to a great 
number in this place now assembled, that my 


- 


estate is nothing correspondent for the main- - 


tenance of this dignity: for ny futher, dying, 
left me a younger brother, and nothing tu me 
but my bare annuity. ‘Then growing to man’s 
estate and some small practice of the law, I 
took awite, by whom I have had many children, 
the keeping of us all being a great jinpoverish« 


ment to my estate, and the daily hving of us 


all nothing but my duily industry. Neither 
from my person nor nature doth this choice 
arise; for ie that supplieth this place ought to 
be a man hig and comely, stately and well 
spoken, his voice great, his courage majestical, 
his nature haughty, and his purse plentiful and 
heavy: but contrary, the stature of my body 
is small, myself not so, well spoken, my voice 
low, iny carriage lawyer-like, and of the com- 
mon fashion, my nature soft and bashful, m 
ursc thin, light, and never yet plentiful, 
Vherefore I now see the only cause of this 
choice is, a gracious and favourable censure 
of your good and undeserved opinions of me. 
But I most humbly beseech you, recall this 
your sudden elcction; and theretore because 
the rhore sudden, the sooner to be recalled. 
But if this cannot nove your sudden choice, 
yet Ict this one thing persuade you, that my- 
self’ not being gracious in the eye of her maj, 
neither ever yet in account with any great 
personages, shall deceive your expectation in 
those weighty matters and great affairs which 
should be committed unto me. For if De- 
mosthenes, Leing so learncd and cloquent as 
he was, one whom none surpassed, trembled 
to speak betore Phocion at Athens ; how much 
more shall I, being unlearned and unskilful, 
supply this place of dignity, charge, and 
trouble, to speak before so many Phucions &s 
here be? Yea, which is the greatest, before 
the unspeakable majesty and sacred personage 
of our dread and dear sovercigns the terror 
of whgse countenance wilb appale and abase 
even the stoutest heart; yea, wiiosc very name 


will pull down the greatest courage.’ For bow. 


mightily doth the estate and name of a prince 
deject the hauyhtiest stomach, even of their 
vreatest subjects? I beseech you therefore, 
again and again, to proceed unto a new elece 
tion, here being many better able, more sufti- 
cient, and tar more worthy then myself, both 
for the honour of this assembly, and _+ >ral 
good to the public state.” This s eect Nin 
answered by mr. Comptroller, 27d (he evhole 
house being unanimous in their option, the 
said serjeant was presented, and confirmed ty 
the queen, as hath been before related. 
The Speaker's Prayer during the Session.) Tt 
had been the custom of these later Protestunt 
arliaments, for the Speaker to compose a 
rayer, to be read by him every morning 
during the sessiom. Accordingly, the present 


Speaker made and read the fuilowing :-—“ QO 


vat 


~ 
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‘eternal God, Lord of Heaven and Earth, the | considering the increase of people, and the 
great and mighty Counsellor, we thy poor ser- | benefit of the commonwealth, I doubt not but 
‘vants, assembled lhefore thee, in this hon, sc- | every man will deem the. revival of fonner 
y nate, humbly acknowledge our great gnd muani- | moth-eaten laws, in this point, a praiseworthy 
fold sins and imperfections, and thereby our un- | thing. For, in matters, of policy, il is not to 
worthiness to receive any grace and assistance | be thought ill, which bringeth forth good. 
from thee: yer, most merciful father, since, by | For, Inclosure of grounds brings Hid ao ae 
‘thy Providence, we are called from all parts | which brings first idleness; Qndly, decay of 
“of the land to this fimous council of parl, to | tillage; Srdly, subversion of houses, and de- 
advise of those things which concern thy glory, | cay of charity, and charges to the poor; 4tbly, 
‘the good of thy church, the prosperity of our | impoverishing the state of the realm, A law, 


‘prince, and the weal of her people; we most ; for the taking uway of such inconvemiences, 8 
intirely bescech thee, that pardoning all our | not to be thought iil or hurtful unto the general 
‘sins in the blood af thy son Jesus Christ, it | state. And I would be sorry to sce, .within 
would please thee, by the brightness of thy ! this kingdom, that. piece of Ovid's verse prove 
spirit, to expel darkness and vanity frum our, true, ‘Jam seges ubi Troja fuit:’ so in Eng- 
‘minds, and partiaiity from our speeches; and | land, instead of a whole town full of people, 
grant unto us such wisdom and integrity of | nought but green fields, but a shepherd and a 
heart as hecometh the servants of Jesus Christ, | dog. The eve of experience is the se eye, 
the subjects of a gracious prince, and meinbers | but the eye of wisdom is the quick-sighved eye; 
of this hon. bouse.——Let not us, O Lord, who: and by experience we daily see, ‘ Nemo putat 
wre met together forthe public good of the | illud videre turpe, quod sibi sit quwstuosuin.’ 
whole land, be more carcless and remiss than | And therefore there is almost no conscience 
we use to be in ourown private causes. Give | made in destroying the savour of life, bread I 
‘grace, we beseech thee, that every one of us, mean, for ‘panis sapor vite.” Aud theretore 
anay labour to shew a good conscience to thy | a strict and rigorous law had need to be made 
majesty, a good zeal to thy word, and a Ipval | against those viperous natures, who full the 
‘heart to our prince, and a Christian love to our | proverb, «Si non posse quod vult, velle tamen 
4 
| 


+ 
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‘country and commonwealth.—O Lord, so unite | quod potest ;’ which if it be made by us, and 
and conjoim the hearts of her excellent naj. | hfe given unto it by execution in our several 
‘and this whole assembly, as they may Le a! counties, no doubt but they will prove laws 
‘threefold cord not easily broken; ‘giving { tending to God’s honour, the renown of ber 
strength to such godly laws as be already ; maj. the fame of this parl. and the everlasting 
‘enacted, that they may be the better erected, good of this kingdom. And theretore I thik 
‘and enacting such as are further requisite for | them worthy to be read and received.”—Tlus 
‘the bridling of the wicked, and the encourage- | speech wgs seconded by sir Join Fortescue, 
nent unto the godly and well-atfected subjects : | chanc. of the excheq. who also moved tor a 
that so thy great Lessing may be continued to- | Committee to consider of the bill; which was 
wards us, and thy grievous judements turned | ordered accordingly. 
from us. And that only for Christ Jesus sake, our | Alotion Jor a large Supply.| Nov.15, theChane. 
‘ynost vlorious and only mediator and advocate, | of’ the Evcheg. made a motion for a Supply. 
to whom, with thy blessed majesty and the | “ He put the house in mind of the lord poh 
Moly Ghost, be given all honour and praise, | speech to them, on the 1st day of this parl. by 
power and dominion, from this time forth for her maj.’s direction, touching the causes of her 
evermore,” . calling of this parl. and shewing, at large, her 
Bill for increase of Husbandry.] Nov 5, | ma)j.’s great and excessive charges, sustained tor 
Mr. Francts Bacon stoad up, and made a mo-'! the defence of her realms and dommuions, 
tion, * aguinst In@osures and Depopulation of : against the force of the king of Spain, ainount- 
"Yowns and Houses of Husbandry and Tillage. ; ing to more than a treble value of the Jast 3 
And tu this purpose he brought in, as he termed | Subsidies and six 15ths and 10ths, granted unto 
it, wwo bills, not drawn with a polished pen, ; her in the last parl.; and declaring further the 
but with a polished heart, free frat affection | great necessity of some mass of treasure, to be 
‘and affectation, Aud because former laws are : provided towards the supply of her highness’s 
medicines of our understanding, he said, that | charges in the continuation of the maintenance 
H 


he had perused the preambles of former sta-: of her maj.’s forces, in defence of her bigh- 
tutes, and by them did sec the inconvenicnces | ness’s realms, dominions, and subjects, against 
oF thy matter, being then scarce out of the the forces and invasions of the said king o! 
‘shell tbe wow full ripened. And, he said, ' Spain; and further referring the particulars 
that the overflowing of the people here, makes | the designs and attempts of the said king of 
a shrinking and abate clsewhere: and that Spain, since the last parl. to be reported untu 
these two mischiefs, thangh they be exceeding « this house, hy mr. Secretary; moved for a s¢- 
great, yet they seem the less, because ‘ Que ; lected committee of this house, to be nominated 
mala cum multis patimnr, leviora videntur.’ , to treat and consult concerning that matter.” 
And though it may be thought ill, and very | Mr. Secretary Cecil shewed, at large, “ The 
prejudicial to lords that have inclosed great practices and attempts of the said king of Spam, 
grounds, and pulled down even whole towns, - against her maj. and her realms, Aiaanionss 
wad converted them to shecp pastures; yet and subjects, in diversesorts, and at suudsy 
- { . . . 
~ ‘ 
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times; together with his great overthrows in | 
the same by the mighty hand of God, and of'| 
her highness’s turces, to his perpetual ignominy | 
and great dishonour throughout the whole | 
world.” And sa, after a large discourse, most 
excellently delivered by him, says the Journalist, | 
he concluded with a motiun © for proceeding ! 
to the said committees.” | 

Sir Francis Bacon*® rose and spoke as fol- ' 
lows :-—“ And please you, mr. Speaker, [ must | 
consider the time which is spent; but yet so, | 
as I must consider alsq the matter, which is | 
great. ‘This great cause was, at the first, SO | 
materially and weightily propounded; and | 
dfter in such sort persuaded and cntorced ; and | 
by him that last. spake, so much time taken, 
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tence, than to gloss or discourse upon them, 
though with never so guod a meaning. Sure b 
am that the treasure that cometh frum you to 
her maj. is but a vapour which riscth from the 
earth, and gathereth into a cloud, and stavechy 
not there long; but upon the same earth it 
falleth again: and what ifsome drops of this 
do fall upon Fraycee or Flanders? It is hike a 
sweet odour of honour and reputatiun to our 
nation throuzhout the world. But I will only 
Maist upon the natural and inviulate law of pres 
servation. Jt is a truth, mr. Speaker, and a 
familiar truth, that safety and preservation ara 
to be preterred before benefit or increase, in- 
asinuch as thase counsels which teud to pre- 
servation seem to be attended with necessity ; 


and yct to good purpose; as I shall speak at a | avhereas, thuse detiberations which tend to be- 


great dradvantave: but because it hath been; nefit, seem only accompanied with persuasion, 
always used, and the mixture of this house { And it is ever gain and no loss, when at the 
doth so require it, that in causes of this nature | foot of the account there remains the purchase 
there be some specchi and opinion, as well from | 
persons of gencraljty, as by pérsons of autho- 

wherein it shall not be fit for ine to enter into, 

or tu insist upon secrets, either of her maj.’s cof 

fers, or of her council; but my specch must be 

of a more vulgar nature, T will not enter, mr. 

Speaker, into @ laudative speech of the high 

and smgular benetits; which by ber maj.’s most 

politic and happy government we receive, 

thercby to incite you to a retribution; partly 

because no breath of man can set them forth 

worthily ; and partly because, I know, her maj. 

like her freest patents, ‘ absque aliquo inde 

reddendo ;” not looking for any thing again, if 

It were in respect only of her particular, but | 

love and loyalty. Neither will T now at this 

time pnt the case of this realm of Eneland too | 

precisely ; how it standeth with the subject in 

point of payments to the crown: though I 

could make it appear by demonseration, what 

opinion soever be canceived, that never sub- 

jects were partakcrs of greater frecdam | 

other countries at this present time, or look 

back to former times in this our own country, 

we shall tind an exceeding difference in matter 

of taxes; which now I reserve to, mention; net | 

so much im doubt to acquaint your cars with | 

foreign strains, or.to dig up the sepulchres of 

buried and forgotten impositions, which in this 
case, as by way of comparison, it is necessary | 
you understand; but becanse speech in the 
house is fit to persuade the general point, 


ritv, I will say somewhat, and not much: 
in her magnanimity doth bestow her benclits 
ease ; and that whether you look abroad imto 
and particularly 43 more proper and seasonable 


for the committee: neither will I make any | 


observations upon her mzyj.’s manner of ex- 
pending and issuing treasure; being not upon 
excessive and exorbitant donatives ; nor upon 
sumptuous and unnecessary triumphs, build- 
ings, or like magnificence ; but upon the pre- 
servation, protection, and honour of the realm: 
for I dare not scan upon her maj.’s actions, 
which it becumcth me rather to admire in si- 
tn RE 


~ ® See Bacon’s Works, Vol. IIL ‘p. 234, 


of safety. The prints of this are every where 
to be found: the patient will ever part with 
soine of his blood to save and clear the rest ; 
the sea-faring man will, in a storin, cust over 
some of his goods to save and assure the rest ; 
the husbandinan will afford some toot of grounc 

for his hedge and diten, to furtufy and detend 
the rest. Why, mr. Speaker, the disputer will, 
if he be wise and cunning, grant sumewhat 
that seemeth to make agauat hin, because he 
will keep himself within the strength of his 
opinion, and the better maintaia the rest. But. 
this place advertiscth me nut to handle the 
inatter ina common place. [wall now deliver 
nnto you that, which, upon a © probatum est,” 
hath weought upon muvself, knowing your ath 
fections to be ike my own. ‘Phere hath fallen 
out, since the last parl. four accidents or oc- 
currents of state ; things published and known 
tu you all; by every one whereof it seemeth 
tome, in my vulgar understanding, that the 
danger of this realin is increased: which I speak 
not by way of apprehending fear, for Pknow £ 
speak to Raval sh courages; but by way of 
pressing provision: for Ido find, mr. Speaker, 


\that when kingdoms and states are catered into, 


terms and resolutions of hostility one against, 
the other; yee they are many tines restramed, 
from their attempts by four impedinents :—. 
The 1st is by this same ‘ ahud agere;’ when 
thev have their hands full of other matters, 
which they have embraced, and serveth for a, 
diversion of their hostile purposes.—The next 
is, When they want the commudity or opportu- 
nity of some places of near approach.—The 
third, when thev have conceived an appreben-, 
sion of the difficulty and churlishness of the 
enterprise, and, that it is not prepared to their 
hand. And the fourth is, when a state, througa 
the age of the monarch, groweth heavy and in-., 
disposed to actions of great perl and motion ; 
and. this dull humour is not sharpened nor in-. 
flamed, by any provocations or scorns. Now 
if it please you to examine, whether hy rewov- 
ing the impedinents, in these four kinds, the 
danger be not grown so many degrces nearer 
us by accidents, as I said, fresh, and all date, 
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since the last parl—Soon after the last parl. | resolution borne up against weather and all difs 
you ey be pleased to remember how the | ficultics; and besides the success in amusing 
French king revolted froin his religion; where- | hin and putting him to infinite charge, sure I 
by every man of common understanding may {| am it was like a Tartar’s or Parthiun’s bow, 
inter, that the quarrel between France and | which shooteth backward, and had a most 
ae is more reconcileable, and a greater in- | strong and violent effect and operation both in 
clination of affairs to a peace than before: | France and Flanders; so that our neighbours 


- which supposed, it followeth, Spain shall be | and confedcrates have ee the harvest of it; 


more frec to intend his malice against this | and while the life-blood of Spain went inward 
realm. Since the last parl. it is also notorious | to the heart, the outward limbs and members 
in every man’s knowledge and remembrance, | trembled, and could not resist. And lastly, 
that the Spaniards have possessed themselves | we have a perfect account of dll the noble and 
of that avenue and place of approach for Eng- | good blood that was carried forth, and of all 
land, which was never in the hands of any king | our sea-walls and good shipping, without mor- 
of Spain before ; and that is Calais; which in | tality of persons, wreck of vessels, or any man- 
true reason and consideration of estate of what | ner of diminution. And these ‘have been the 
value or service it is, L know not; but in com- | happy effects of our so long and so much desired 
mon ee it is a knocking at our | invasive war. ‘Toconclude, mr. Speaker, there- 
doors. Since the last parl. also that ulcer of | fore, I doubt not but every man will consent 
Ireland, which indeed brake forth before, hath | that our gift must bear these two marks and 
rup %n-and raged more: which cannot but be | badges: the one, of the danger of the realm 


a great attractive to the ambition of the coun- 
cil of Spain, who by former experience know 
of how tough a complexion this realm of Eng- 
Jand is to be ued and therefore, as rheums 
and fluxes ot humours, 3s like to resort to 
that part which is weak and distempcred.— 
And lastly, it is famous now, and so will be 
many ages hence, how by these two sca-jour- 
neys we have braved him, and objected him 
to scorn: so that no blood can be so frozen or 
mortified, but must necds take flames of re- 
venge upon so mighty a disgrace. So at this 
concurrence of occurrents, all since our last 
assembly, some to deliver and free our cnemics, 
some to advance and bring him on his way, 
some to tempt and allure him, some to spur 


on and provoke him, but cannot threaten 


un increase of our peril in great proportion.— 
Lastly, mr. Speaker, I will but reduce to the 
memory of this house one other argument, tor 
ample and large providing and supplving trea- 
sure; and this it is:—I see men do, with great 
alacrity and spirit proceed when they have ob- 
taincd a course they long wished for and were 
restrained from. Myself can remember both 
in this honourable assembly, and in all other 
places of this realm, how forward and affcc- 
tionate men were to have an invasive war, 
Then we would sav,a defensive war was like 
eating and consuming interest, and needs we 


‘ would be adventurers and assailants; ¢ habes 


quod tota mente petisti:’ shall we not now 
make it good, espccially when we have tasted 
so prosperous fruit of our desires ?—The 1st of 
these expeditions invasive was atchieved with 
grent felicity, ravished a strong and famous 
port in the lap and bosom of their high coun- 
tries; brought them to such despair as they 
fired themselves and their Indian flcet in sacri- 
fice, as a good odour and incense unto God 
for the great and barbarous cruelties which 
they have committed upon the poor Indians, 
whither that fleet was sailing ; disordered their 
reckoning so, as the next news we heard of 
was nothing but protesting of bills and break- 
ing eredit, The 2od journey was with notable 
{ ’ 


by so great a proportion, since the last purlia- 
ment, increased; the other, the satisfaction we 
receive in huving obtained our so earnest and 
ardent desire of an invas've war.” 

Whereupon it was agreed, “ that all the privy 
council, being members of this house, all the 
knights returned tur the counties into this pre- 
sent parl. and all citizens for cities returned 
into this house, should meet about the said bu- 
siness, on Friday next, in this house; and apy 
other of this house then to come to them also 

| at their pleasure.”—Dec. 7, a bill for a Grant 
of 3 Subsidics and six 15ths and 10ths, was 
read a first time. On the 10th it was ordered 
to be engrossed; and, on the 14th it passed 
this house, and was sent up to the lords. On 
which the Journalist: makes this Observation : 
« That as this grant exceeded that in the last 
pari. in respect of the manyer of payment, so 
inthe next, a still larger supply was given.” 
By which we must either judge that the ncees- 
sitics of the state were in these times excecd 
ingly urgent; or that the former grants served 
as leading precedents to the latter. Notwith- 
standing the clause inthe preamble to the bill 
of the fat grant expressly says, ‘ That these 
large and unusual grants, made to a most ex- 
cellent princess, on a most pressing and extra- 
ordinary occasion, should not, at any ume 
hereafter, be drawn into a precedent.” 

The rest of the proccedings of the Commons 
in this session are relative to matters of small 
moinent, and are therefure omitted. Dec. 20, 
the house was adjourned to the 11th of Jan. 
And, on the 9th of Feb. the Queen came to 
the House of Lords in the afternoon, as was 
the usual custom in those days; when, sending 
for the Commons, the Speaker, having madc 
his three reverences to her maj, spake, 
effect, as follows: 

The Speaker's Speech at the dissolution of the 
Parl. First,he shewed the happiness ofa com- 
monwealth governed by laws, by which sub- 
jects are held in due obedience; which her 
maj. observing, had now called a pari. for the 
prescrvation uf some laws, amending of others, 
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cutting off unnecessary statutes, and the mak- 
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A new Parl. called.| We now come to 


ing of new, never before enacted: and that ; Queen Elizabeth's last parl. which was called ta 
her me subjects in this parl. considering the ; mect at Westminster, on the 27th of Oct. 


streng 
of the prince and subjects, aud their strength 
to stand first in the hands ot God, and next in 
provision of treasure; therefore, said he, 
your maj.’s most humble, dutiful, and obcdient 
subjects, have, by me their mouth and Speaker, 
 deeares here a tree gift of their fice and 
oving hearts; the which, I hope and think, 
was granted without « thought of ano. Sure 
I am, without the word of a xo. ‘The 2nd 
lek shewed a commandment imposed on hin 

y the House of Commons, which was tuucl+ 
ing monopolies or patents of privilege, the 
_which was a set and penned spcech, made at 
& comunittee.—The ord shewed a thankfulness 
of the Commons for the pardon.—The 4th 
and last contained the said Speaker's own 
petition, “‘ That if any faults had been commit- 
ted in the house, they might not be now again 
revived. Aud if either he had spuken too 
much, or not so much as in duty he ought to 
have done, he besought her maj.’s pardon. 
And that as it’ had pleased her maj. to grant 
pardon to all her loving subjects, so that she 
would not exempt him aoa &e.” 

Lhe Ld. Keeper’s Answer.| Yo which speech 
the Lord Keeper, by the Queen’s command, 
made the following Answer: “ Our most dread 
sovereign, her excellent maj. hath given ine, 
in charge, to say unto you and the rest of her 
loving subjects, that she doth thankfully accept 
of their tree gift of Subsidy granted by the 
Commons, which she would not have required, 
had not the. puissance of the eneiny constrain- 
ed her thercunto ; 2ndly, touching the mono- 
pores, her maj. hoped that her dutiful and 
oving subjects would not take away her prero- 
gative, which is the chiefest flower in her gar- 
den, and the principal and head pearl in her 
crown and diadem; but that they wall rather 
leave that to her. disposition. And as her 
maj. hath proceeded to trial of them already, 
so she promiseth to continue, that they shall 
all be examined, to abide the trial and true 
touchstone of the law; 3rdly, touching her 
Pardon, her maj.’s pleasure is, that I shew 
unto you, that you do not so willingly accept 
It as she giveth it; 4thly, for your Pardon, 
mr. Speaker, her maj. saith, That you have so 
Jearnedly and so eloquently detended yourself 
how, and painfull behaved yourself hereto- 
fore, as that your iabour deserveth double her 
thanks: but, in your petition, I must also join 
with you, in beseeching her most excellent 
Maj. that if any thing, through want of expe- 
rience, or through mine imperfections and ig- 
norance, have overslipped me, it may be par- 
doned and remitted.”—-The Lord Keeper hav- 
ing finished his speech, and the queen given 

the royal assent to 15 private and aS public 
acts, and refused or quashed 48 several bills, 
which had passed both houses, the said great 
officer, by her maj.’s command, dissolved this 


parliament, 


f 


of the realm to consist in the strength | 1601. 
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When, being assembled, and the 
knights, citizens, and burgesses of the Huuse 
of Commons, having notice that her maj, with 
divers lords spiritual and temporal, and others, 
were set in the Upper House, hasted thither 3 
but betore they came, the door of the house 
was shut, aud notwithstanding any means that 
was made by them, was sull kept shut, until 
the Lord Keeper had ended his Speech; their 
resentment of which will appear in the sequel. 
‘The substance of what the Lord Keeper spoke 
at this time was as follows: 

The Ld. Keeper’s Speech at opening the Session.J 
“ He used persuasion of thanktuluess, and of 
obedience, and also sewed her ma).’s desire of 
dissolution of this parl. bgture Christmas. Tle 
shewed unto us the Necessity we stand in, 
and the Means to prevent it; the Necessity, 
the wars between Spain and England; the 
Means, treasure, &c. His advice was, that 
laws in force inight be revised and explained, 
und no new laws made. Our cnemies, he said, 
were cnemies to God, the queen, and the peace 
of this kingdom, couspired to overthrow reli- 
vion, to reduce us to it tvrannical servitude. 
These enemies he named to be the bp. of 
Rome and the king of Spain. Our state Leing 
thus, he summoned us to be provident, by. 
reason we deal with a provident enemy; and 
confident, because God hath ever, and he 
hoped, will ever bless the queen with success 
ful fortune. He shewed how appareut his 
Providence was, by the means and course he 
taketh for our instruction : and 2ndly, the suc- 
cess we had against him by God’s strong arm 
of defence in 1588, and divers other times . 
since. You see, said he, to what eifect the. 
queen's support of the French king’s estate 
hath brought him; even made him one of the 
greatest priaces in Europe; but when her 
maj.’s forces left him, how was he fain to ran- 
som ascrvile peace at our enemies the Spa- 
niard’s hands with dishonourable conditions. 
Tor the Low-Countries, how by her aid, from 
a confused govt. and state she brought them 
to an unity in council, and defended them: 
with such success, in her attempts against the 
greatest power of the Spaniards tyrannical de- 
signs; which have so much galled him, that, 
how many desperate practices have been both 
devised, consented to, and set on foot by com 
mandment of the late king his father, I need 
not shew you, neither trouble you with argu- 
ments for proof thereof; being confessed by 
them that should have been authors themselves. 
But, ‘ de mortuis nil nisibonum.’ I would be 
loth to spcak of the dead, much more to slan- 
der the jee I have seen her maj. wear at 


her girdle the price of her blood; I mean jew- 


els which have been given to her physicians to 
have done that unto her, which I hope God 
will ever keep from her; but she hatb rather 
worn them in tnumph than for the price, 


which hath not beco greatly valuable—Jbea 
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he fell t6 persuade us, because new occasions { choice of yourself, in her gracious censure,’ 
were offered of consultations, to be provident } both for sutlictency well abie, and for your 
In provision of ineans for our own defence and | former fidelity and services well approved and 


safety, seeing the king of Spain means to make 


England intserable by beginning with Ireland; 
neither doth he bezin with the rebels, but 
even with the territory of the qucen herself. 
He shewed that treasure must be our means, 
for treasure is the sinews of war, &c.” 

Lhe Speaker's Speech to the Queen] - Not- 
withstanding this unusnal exclusion of the 
Lower House, on the 30th of Oct. when the 
queen came to the horse of lords, the Jour- 
nalist -tclls us, that the commons presented 
fohn Crooke, esq. Recorder of London, for 
their Speaker, who, atter three low reverences 
to Trer may. spoke as toiluws:—* Most sacred 
and inighty Sovereian ; upon your maj.’s com- 
mandinent, your inostedutiful and loving Com- 
mous, the knights, citizens, : 
the Lower House, have chosen me your maj.’s 
Most humble servant, being a member of the 
same house, to be their Speaker; bat tinding 
the weakness of inyseli, and mv ability too 
weak to undergo so great a burthen, [da most 
humbly bescech vour sacred ina}. to continue 
your most gracious taverur towards ine, and 
hot to fay this charge, so unsuppurtable, upon 
tiny unworthy and unable self: and that it 
would please you to coinmand your Commons, 
to make a new election of another, more able 
and more suticient to discharge the great ser- 
vice to be appointed by your maj. and your 


subjects. And [ beseech your most excellent | self, © No, but by 


maj. not to interpret my denial herein, to pro- 
ceed irom any unwillingness to perform all 
devoted dutitul service; but rather out of your 


maj.’s clemency and goodness, to interpret | house and their servants. 


i 


ee 


| 


accepted of: and therefore her maj. taketh 
this choice of you for boraum omen,ra sign of 
sood and happy success, when the beyinning 
is taken in hand with so good wisdom and 
discretion. Her maj. therefture commanded 
me to say unto you, that she well hketh of 
vour clection, and therefore she ratitieth it 
with her royal assent.” ; 
Uhe Speaker’s Kerly.| The Speaker replied 
in this manner; “ Most sacred and most puis- 
sant Queen; seeing it hath pleased you to 
command my service, by consenting to the 
tree election of your dutiful and loval subjects, 
the knights, citizens, and bnreegses, of me to 
be their Speaker, [ most humbly beseech vour 
maj. to give me leave to shew unto you the’ 


and burgesses of) datiful thoughts and carnest affections of your 


: 


loyal subjects to do your maj. all services, 
and to defend your royal and sacred person 
both with thetr lives and goods, avainst, &c. 
And so made @ vehement invective agaist 
the tyranny of the king of Spain, the Pope's: 
ainbition, the rehels of Ireland, which, he said, 
-were like a snake cut in pieces, which did 
crawl and creep to join themselves together 
again. And lastly, with prayers to continue 
the pre&perons estate and peace of this king.’ 
dom, which hath been defended, as he said, 
by the mighty arm of our dread and sacred 
queen. To which she answered openty her- 
the mishty hand of Gad; 
mr. Sucaker” Then he proceeded to the last 
part, to bescech her maj. for freedom of 
speech to every particular member of this 
And lastly, if any 


the same to proceed from that inward fear and i mtstaking of any specch delivered unto him 


trembling which hath ever possessed me, when 
heretotore, with most gracious audience, it 
hath pleased your may. to license me to speak 
before you. Por, I know, and must acknow- 
Jedce, that under God, even through your 
maj.’s great bounty and favour, [am what I 
am; and thereiore none of your maj.’s most 
dutiful subjects more bound to be ready, and 
being 
maj.’s commandments. I therefore do most 
- humbly beseech your maj. that in regard the 
scrvice of so great a prince, and flourishing 
kingdom, may the better and more successfully 
be effected, to command your dutiful and 
Joving Commons, the knights, citizens, and 
burgesses of the Lower IJouse, to proceed to 
a new election.” 

The Ld. Keeper’s Answer.] To which the 
Lord Keeper, having received her maj.’s orders, 
answered thus: “ Mr. Speaker; her maj. with 
gracious attention having heard your wise and 
grave excuse for your discharge, commanded 
me to say unto you, that even your eloquent 
speech of defence for yourself, is a great mo- 
tive, and a reason very persuasive, both to 
ratify and approve the choice of the loving 
commons, the knights, citizens, and burgesses, 
ts also to commend their wise and discreet 


1 
t 


from the Commons should happen, that her 
mij. would attribute that to his weakness in 
delivery or understanding, and not to the 
house, as also any forgettulness through want 
of memory, or that things were not so judici: 
ously handled or expressed by him as they 
were delivered by the house.” 


Lhe Ld. Keeper’s Auswer.|_ The Ld. Keeper, 


ready, to perform even the least of your | receiving further instructions from her maj. 


answered as follows: “ Mr. Speaker, her maj. 
doth greatly commend and like of your grave 
speech, well divided, well contrived; the first 
proceeding from*a sonnd invention, and the 
other from a settled judgment and expericnce. 
-You have well, and well indeed, weighed the 
estate of this kingdom; well observed the 
greatness of our puissant and grand enemy 
the king of Spain, the continual and excessive 
charges of the wars of Ireland; which if they’ 
be well weighed, do not only shew the puissance 
of our gracious sovercign im defending us; but: 
also, the greatness of the charge continually’ 
bestowed by her maj. even out of her own 
revenues to protect us; and the exposing of 
her maj. to continual trouble and toilsome 
cares tor the benefit and safety of her subjects. 
Wherefore: mr. Speaker, it behoveth us to, 
think and say, as was well delivered by a 
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grave man lately in a ‘ Concio ad Clerun,’ 
© Opus est subsidio né fiat excidium.’ ‘Touch- ! 
ing your other requests for Freedom of Specch, 
‘her maj. willingly consenteth thereto, with this 
caution, That the, time be not spent in idic 
and vain mutter, paimting the same out with 
froth and volubility of words, whereby the | 
speakers may seem to gin some reputed | 
credit, by unboldening themselves to contra- 
diction, and by troubling the house of purpose, 
swith long and vain orations, to hinder the pro- 
ceeding in watters of greater and more weighty 
amportance. Touching Access to her Person, 
she most willingly granteth the same, desiring | 
she may not be troubled uuless urgeut matter 
and affairs of great consequcyce compel vou | 
thereunto: for this hath been held for a wise 
maxim, ‘ In trowbling great estates, you must 
trouble seldum.’—For Liberties unto yourselves 
and Persons, her maj. hath commanded me to 
say unto vou all, That she ever intendeth to 
preserve the hberties of the house, and grant- 
eth freedom even unto the meanest member 
of this house: but her maj.’> pleasure is, you 
should not maintain and keep with you noto- 
rious persons, either tur lite or behaviuur, and 
desperate debtors who never come abroad, 
fearing laws, but at these times; pettifogeers 
aud vipers of the common-wealth; proiling 
and common solicitors, that set dissention be- 
tween man and man; and men of the like 
condition to these: these her maj. carnestly 
wisheth a law may be made aga‘nst; as also, 
that no member of this parl. would entertain 
or bolster up any man of the ke boumour or 
guality, on pain of her highnesys’s displeasure. 
For your Excuse of the house and of vourself, 
her maj. commanded me to say, ‘That your 
sutficiency hath so oftentimes been approved 
before her, that she doubreth not of vour suf- 
ficient discharge ot the place you shall serve 
in, Wherein she wileth you, to have a special 
eye and regard not to make new and tdle laws, 
and trouble the house with them; but rather 
Jouok to the abridging and repealing of divers 
obsulcre and supertinous statutes; as also, first, | 
tu take m hind inatters of greatest moment and 
consequence. In doing thus, mr, Speaker, you | 
shall fulfil her may.’s commandment, do your 
country good, aud satisfy her tighness’s ex- 
ctution.” 

The first thing the Lords went upon, was to | 
bring in a bill tu restrain the excessive and sn- | 
pertluous use of Coaches. What the tenor of! 
It was, we kuow not; tor, at the Qud reading, | 
it is entered, Vhat whereas the said bill did in | 
some sort conecra the inaintenance of Horses, 
within this renhn, consideration ought to be! 
had of the statutes heretofore ordained, reiat- | 
ing to the brecd and maintenance of Horses; | 
and anew bill was tq be framed for that pur- 
pose, wherein the use of Coaches miyht be in- 
cluded. But we hear no more of this matter. 
—.A bill was also read a ist and 2nd tine, for 
the Preservation of Pheasants and Partridzes ; 
hut though, at the 2ud reading, this bill was of: 
that consequence as to be reterred to a com- 
miitee of 23 lords, yet vo farther notice is 


t 
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taken-of it in- the Journals.—Another bill 
passed the Jords, tur: the suppressing of the 
Multitude of Ale-houses and Tipling-houses. A 
Lill was also sent up by the Commons, much 
to the same purpose, cntutuled, “ An Act 
avalust Drunkards, and common Haunters of 
Ale-houses and Taverns; but we do not find 
by the printed statutes, that cither of these bills 
passed into a law at this ume. 

Orders of the Lords in relatwn to Bills.} 
A. bill was read twice in the Lords this. ses- 
sion, and committed, which had this short 
title, “An act for the Assurance of Lands.” 
Muce it did not pass, and we know not 
to what purpose it was designed, we only 
mention it fur two extraordinary Rules of 
the house made concermug the debates about 
this bill. When the abp. of Canterbury, the 
chairman of the cominiltee, returned the 
bill to the house, with ccrtain amendments, 
they were pry-ently twice read, and the bill 
ordcred to be cngrossed. But the bishop of 
London, one of the committce, offering to 
speak to the bill, or to the amendments, a 
question was movcd by the earl of Nouttisg- 
ham, lord steward, “¢ Whether 4t was agreea- 
ble to the gocd order and ancient custum of 
that house, that the said bp. being oue of the 
comuuttee, and dissenting trum the rest, in 
sume matter, either of the bill or of the amend- 
ments, mibe speak thereto upon the bringing 
in and presenting the amendments?” ‘The 
lord keeper proposed this matter to the house, 
and the question being put, it was carried in 
the atlirmative, & That any member of a com- 
mittee might speak, in this case, either to the 
body of the Lill, or the amendmeats betore 
they were cngrossed.” And order was given 
that this Resolution should be enicred im the 
Journals, for clearing the same doube, itvit 
should happen to arise in any future parl.—_ 
The next was, that on the 3rd reading of this 
bill, many objections arising against some 
pomts of the same, made by the bp. of Lon- 
don and several other lords; msomuch that 
the house was divided in opunen, whether it 
should be put to the questica for the passing 
thereof, or no? Many lords were desirous 
that any dereet in the sad bill night be rather 
retormes}, than, by this question, to put it to the 
hazard of beme rejected. Another way was’ 
therefore first proposed, and the question put, 
* Whether tic said onl, having been referred 
tou connnities, at the @nd reading, and by then 
returned with some amendments, and there- 
upon ordered to be cacrossed, might after the 
eneressiny and the drd reading, be recommit~. 
ted, or no?” The nuinbers pro and con being 
equal; it was judged that the negative part, 
Who were agaist recomiuiting the said bil, 
stould prevail. Following the usnal rule ia 
law, as the Lord Keeper observed, “ That 
where the Negatives and Affirmatives wero 
equal, ‘semper presumitur pro negante.” Lastly, 
the bill rself being put to the question, “ whe- 
ther it should pass or no?” Was, by the ma- 
jority, rejected. 

It seeins, by the Lords Journals, as’ if the 


point.” On which’ 


‘ 
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whole business of this sesston was employed in ; Jarize and shew the grounds of the former- 
trying coinplaints upon breaches of privilege : ' delivered speech, touching the State of Ireland, 
iusomuch, that on the 10th of Dec. the Lord IT shall be very glad, both for my own discharge, 
Keeper acquainted the house, that he had re- ! and for your satistaction. The king of Spain, 
ceived command from ber maj. to inform | having quit himscif of France, by a base and 
them, “ ‘That the parl. should end on the 17th j servile peace, forgetteth not to follow the ob- 
or 18th of this month at the farthest; that | | Jects ot his father’s ambition, England and the 
they might repair to their several countries |‘Low-Countries. He bath made overtures of 
against Christmas. She therefore required | peace, which, if they might both be hononr- 
them to employ and spend that time which re~| able and for the public good, I hold that 
mained in matters concerning the public, and | neither a wise nor an honest man would im- 
Rot on private busiucss. pugn them. He hath put an army into Ire- 
Some tew hills, indeed, of consequence, had | land, the number 4000 soldiers, under the 
been procceded upon ; but the main bill for a | conduct of a valiant, expert, and hardy cap- 
Supply was yet to come, which, no doubt, the | tain, who chooseth, rather than return into his 
queen’s message expedited ; for it was deli- own conntry without any famous enterprize, to 


_ xered on the ioth of December, and on the | live and die in this service. These 4000 are 


12th the commons sent up a bill for a grant a. | three parts natural Spaniards, and of his best 
four entire subsidies, and eight 15ths and 10ths, expert soldiers, except them of the Low-Coun- 
which, in a few days more, had the assent of | tries: those he could not spare, because of his 
both houses. And very soon after, a grant of | enterprize of Ostend. And how dangerous 
four subsidies of four shillings in the “pound, the luss of that town would be to this land, [ 
fron the clergy, was confirmed by parliament. | think there is no man of experience but can 
The Commons resent their being shut out of'| witness with me. For he would d easily be mas- 
the House of Jords.} Tt was observed at the | terof all that coast, so that the trade betwcen 
opening of thts parl. that the Commons were | England and the Low-Countries would be quite 
not admitted, as usual, into the House of | dissulved. Yea, he would be so dangerous a 
Lords, to hear the Lord Keeper’s Specch. | neighbour to us, that we, which are now te- 
Nor is there any notice taken, in the said | nants by discrction, are likely shortly to be 
speech, of their being commanded to go to} tenants by the courtesy. When he is our 
their ewn house aud chuse a Speaker. Much | neighbour of the Low-Countries, what neigh- 
discontented at this usage, they returned back, | bour huth Spain, to whom he shall not be 
however ; and, being assembled, mr. Richard | troublesome.—I ‘will shew yoo further what 
Liete, one of ‘the barons of the cinque-ports, | besides this he hath done, and how eagle-eyed 
stood up and addressed himself to mr. Comp- | he is continually over us. ‘To resist the Turk’s 
troller of the Household, telling him the wrong } attempts, he hath sent 10,000 men; to the 
done unto the greatest part of the embers of | Low Countries 9000 ;.1n an enterprize of bis 
this house, by their not being suttered to come | own against the Turk he hath sent... . + 65 
into the upper house, tv hear her maj,’s plea- { which being dispatched, those soldiers shall 
sure, Lv the mouth of the Lord Keeper. Idum- | return against the next spring, and second 
blv ‘desiring him, as Comptroller, to be a/| these 4000 men. Now in the enterprize for 
means, that the reason thereof might be im- | Irclund, to resist those attempts mn being, and 
parted unto some of the meinbers of this house, | the ensuing provisions against us, let us con- 
torthei betger satisfaction. ‘The Comptroller | sider the certainty of our estate in Ireland: 
answered, That he thought this request very | we have there an army, and nothing but an 
reasonable and meet, and it should be done at | army, fed even out of England; with what 
convenient tine; but seemed to impute thie charge it brings to the queen, what trouble to 
said fault wholly to the gentleiman-usher of the | the subject, what danger it ts tu them there 
upper house. left, if the provision should fail ; whut burt to 
Mr Sec. Cecil recapitulates the Heads of the | the commonwealth, by making things at a 
Lord Keeper's Speech.} Nov. the Srd. Mr. | hither rate than otherwise they would be, 
Liefe stood up and moved, “ ‘That since many | refer it to your wisdoms to imagine. Over 
of the members were strangers to the Lord | this, I assure you, it is beyond all precedent 
Keeper’s Speech, and consequently of the | and conjecture: his presence and cause of war 
cause which moved her maj. to call this purl. | there, is to eed the Catholic cause ; I 
they might be in gome sort satisfied in that | mean, to tear her maj.’s subjects from her; 
tor [ may gay she hath no Catholic obedient 
subject there, because she standeth excommu- 
nicate at this present by force of two bulls of 
this Pope's, by which the subjects are absolved 
of their obedience. That you do only remem- 
ber vou do it © pro aris et focis ;’ yea, we doit 
for a prince that desireth not to a any thing 
| 


Mr. Secretary Cecil repeated the heads of 
the said speech to the house, and then pro- 
cecdcd: “ For my own advice, touching the 
particular counsels of this house, L wish that 
we would fot trouble ourselves with any fan- 
tnstic speeches or idle bills, but rather such as 
be-tor the general good, both light in concep- | extraordinary out of the coffers of her subjects. 
tion, and facile in execution. Now seeing it | She selleth her land to defend us, she support 
bath pleased you all hitherto with paticnce to | cth all the neighbouring princes to gain their 
beas me, if with your favour, [ may parucu- ; amities and estublish our long peace ; not these 


( 
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5, or 7, or 10 years, but 43. years, for all our 


|" prosperitics. I hope I shall not sce her fune- 


ral, upon which may be written, ‘ Hic solum 
restat victrix onentis.” And I pray God, | 
may not. What we treely give unto her, she, 
hving, bestows it to our good; aud dying, 
-doubtless, will leave it for our proiit, Thus 
have | vut of mime own geuius, for mine own 
part, delivered unto you what [ know, And 
touching that I have spoken in’ performing 
your coinmnaudment, Twill take no thanks trom 
you for my pains; for no mun cares with less 
atlection to speak in this assembly, or desireth 
to gratify auy particular amember of this house 
more thaw myself” | 

Mr. George Moore moved, “ That whereas 
the lurd-kecper’s oration was, § That the great- 
est matters should be handled in the begining 
of the parla Comuinittcee might be chosen to 
certity the house what those matters were, that 
order inight be taken avcordingly.”—Ou tins 
motion, a Committee was iminediately ap- 
pointed, which consisted of ail the privy-coun- 
cil, being members of this house, the knights 
vf the shires, the barons of the cinque-poris, 
the knights and citwveas for Londou, York, 
Norwich, Bristol, Totness, and about 40 more, 
who were appuited tu meetin this house Gpoan 
Saturday next at two in the afternvon, 

Bill relutiag to Pishow's Leases.] Nov. 4, 
a bill for Explanation of such Statutes as re- 
gourd Leases to be made by abps. aud bps, was 
read ; to which only Mr. Busse stuod up and 
guid, “ That this act would be prejudicial to 
the bp. present and the successor, to their 
servants and to the bps. own servants and te- 
nants: to the bp. present, in the maintenance 
of his estate, which comcth only by contuuual 
fines; which if they be taken away, then are 
they not able to maintain that hospitality, and 
keep that retinue cither belonging to their 
place or answerable to their living. — For, con- 
sider the revenue of the greatest bishopric in 
England, it is but 2,2001. whereof he paycth, 
for annual subsidies, to the queen 500L And 
what damage we shal du both to hin and his 
successor herein, his revenue being so bene- 
cial to ber maj. I refer to all your judgments. 
To the successur it must necds be more hurt- 
ful; tor when he first cometh in, he payeth 
first-fruits, and yet is not allowed to make his 
benefit by tines, which all bps. farmers are 
content to do; so that he is cast one whole 
annual value behind hand, and perhaps hath 
no power, neither to make leases in 12 or 16 
years. This, mr. Speaker, wall induce the 
Ministers of the Word not to seek bishoprics, 
whereby we may bring the clergy both to po- 
verty and contempt; from which they have 
ever been carefully defended and provided for, 
even by the most ancient statutes and laws of 
this land now extant. Hurtful it is to their 
servants, for this may be every man’s case. 
We knaw very many good gentleimen’s sons 
serve bps. and how can they reward their long 


and faithful services, but only by means of 


grauting over of these fives or some other 
Vuh. 1. * 


means out of their spiritual function? But this 
act is good tor the courtier; and I may speak 
/ no inore of that pot. Lastly, mr. Speaker, 
i Tamysclf am farmer to a bp. and I spenk this 
as in ny own case (on my knowledze) to the 
‘house; that it is ordinary: upon every graut 

utter 4 or 35 vears, ever to fine and take a new 
ease, but I reder it tu the consideration of the 
| house to du their pleasures therein: only this 
L can ceroty, that 1 bave the copy of the bill 
the fast park. exhibited tu this purpose, which 
{ having conterred together with the present 
bill, du tind them to be, word for word, all 
one; and the lust was reyeetcd "Whereupon 
this was also rejected. 
1 Badd for suppressing Abuses in Weights and 
| Measures.) Nov. 5, Mir. francts Bacon stood up 
Fand spoke thus: ¢ Mr. Speaker, Dam not of 
their mind that bring their bills iuto this house 
Lubscurely, by delivery ouly to voursely or to 
fthe cierk, delightmy to hase the bill to be 
sancerio authore,’ as though they were cither 
tushamed of their own work, or a'raid to father 
i theyr own children: bat I, mr. Speaker, have 
ha bil here, which, L know, UF shail nu sooner 
| be ready to offer, but you will be ready to 
receive and approve. ] tiken this bill to that 


scntenee of the poet, who set this as a para- 
dox in the tore-tront of his book, ¢ First water, 
then gold,’ preterring necessity beture plea- 
sure. And I am of the same opinion, tliat 
things necessary in use, are better than those 
things which are vlorious in estimation, This, 
jlur, Speaker, is nu bill of state nor of novelty, 
hike a stately gallery for picasure, but neither 
to dine in nor sleep in; but this bill is a bill 
lof repose, of quict, of profit, of true aud just 
dealings; the utle whereot is, ‘An act for the 
better Suppressing of Abuses in Weiehts and 
Measures.” We have turned out divers bills 
without disputation: and for a house of wis- 
dom and gravity as this is, to bandy bills like 
balls, and to be silent as if no body were of 
counsel with the common-wealth, is unfitting 
in my understanding for the state thereof. I 
will tell you, mr. Speaker, out of mine own 
experience, that [ have learned and observed, 
having had causes of this nature referred to 
my report: that this fault of using false Weights 
} and Measures, is grown so intolerable and 
| Common, that # you would build churches, 
; you shall not seed, for batluements aud bells, 
potter than false Weights of lead and brass. 
And because I would observe the advice given 
jin the bevinning of this parl. that we should 
ae no new laws; I have only made this 
bill a contirmation of the statute of the 11th 
Hen. VII. with a few additions, to which I 
will speak at the passing of the lill, aud shew 
the reasons of- every particular clause, the 
whole being « revival of a former statute: 
for I take it far better to scour a stream, than 
to turn a stream. And the first clause is, 
| That it is to extend to the principality of - 
Wales, to constrain them to have the lke 
Measnres and Weights to us in Eneland.”. 
Debate on the Maracr of issuing ib rits for 
UN | 


4 


$15] 


Elections.) Sir Robert Cecil moved the house, 
«Yo have their opinions, in that there wanted 
& chief member, viz. a kuight of Denbighshire. 
And he said, lam to certify the house thus much, 
in respect of some disorder committed there, 
touching the election, by sir Rd. Trevor and sir 
John VFiudd, to which sir John Salisbury is a 
party, the sheriff could not proceed in elcction: 
For mine own part, LE thik it fit that mr. 
Speaker should aéfend wy lord keeper thercin. 
And then produced a letter from the sheriff, 
that there happening a great riot and disture 
bance on the county-court day, he had it not 
in his power to execute the writ.” 

Sir Edw. Hobby answered, “ Methinks under 
favour, the motion mr. Secretary made ts vood, 
but the form therein (I speak with all rever- 
ence) uot ntting the state of this house. For, 
he said, mr. Speaker shall attend my lord 
keeper. Attend! It is well known that the 
Speaker of the House is the mouth of the whole 
realiuns and that the whole state of the com- 
moniulty of a kingdoin should attend one per- 
son, | sce no reson. IT refer it to the corei- 
deration of the house: only this proposition | 
hold, ‘That our Speaker is to be commanded 
by none, neither to attend any, but the queen 
only.” 

Mr. Johnson said, “ The Speaker might ‘ex 
officio’ send a warrant to the clerk of the crown 


who 13 to certify the lord kecper, and so tu: 


make a new warrant.” 

Sir dee, Hobby said, “ That for Election of 
burzesses, he had scen half a score ye-terday 
with sir John Puckering’s hand, when he was 
Speaker.” 

Mr. Speaker said, “ T may inform you of the 
order of the house, That a warrant must co 
from the Speaker to the clerk of the crewn, 
who is to intorin the lurd keeper, and theu to 
muke a new writ.” 

Mr. Sec. Cecil said, & TP shontd be verv sorry 


to detract from any particular member of this | 


house, much more trom the general state; my 
scanning was nastaken, and tay words miscon- 
strucd,” 

Debate on the Supplu.] Nov. 7, in the af- 


ternoon, the Comnuttee on the Subsidy sat’; | 


when Sir Walter Raleigh moved the house, 


‘To consider to what intent they came toge- | 


ther, and now in their coming what was to be 
eonsidered. For the Subsidy, and the manner 
and quality thereet, L will now only intimate 
thus much unto vou: that the Jast parl. only 
3 Subsidies were granted, upon fear that the 
Spaniards were coming; but we sce now they 
are come, and have set foot even in the qneen’s 
territories already, and therefore arc the more 
of us to be respected and regarded, And see- 
ing the sale of her lughness’s own jewels, the 
great loans the subjects have lent her, vet un- 
paid, the continual selling of her lands and de- 
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member of this commonwealth) that we may 
not do less than we did before; and that ve 
also would bouutifully, according to our estates, 
contribute to the necessity of her maj. as now 
it standcth.” 

Mr. Wiseman. “ Her maj. hath spent so 
tuch, thatnow she is fain to desire the help 
of her subjects; let us therefore draw to some 
head, and leave our orations and speeches, 
We are to consider only what ts fit to be given; 

| and as for my part, as a poor member and one 
of the meanest in ‘this house, I will be bold to 
deliver miye opinion first, because some must 
break the ice. Three pound land and under 

i to pay 2s. 8d. in the pound, and five pound 
goods and under to pay 1s. 8d. in the pound, 

jand double tenths and fiftcenths as scon as 
mav be. Although T may scem over bold, be- 
ine but a rural and countryman, to speak even 
out of my clement in this case; yet Ido hear- 
tily crave pardon of all, besceching that neither 
nly unaptness or disorder of speech, nor the 
unworthiness of my person may prejudice the 
cause,” 

Sir Robert Wroth, © That four pound land 
full Subsidy, and six pound goods full Subsidy, 
might he paid to her maj.” 

Sir Fran. Haslings moved, “That three pound 
I'men might be excmpted, and all others above 
that rate to pay according to the rate to make 
up a full Subsidy.” 

Mr. Philipps moved, “ That the four pound 

imen might be etempted, and four Subsidies 
received trom the oe which should be termed 

«contribution, because it might muke no in- 

novation,” . 

Sir Walter Raleigh said, “ If all pay alike, 
: none will be agurteved; if any be exempted, 
‘doubtless, it will breed much grief, and the 
i fecling will be great to those three pound men 

that will fecl any thing, but it will be nothing 
to them that know any thing.” 

Sir Edw. Hobby said, We cannot hear you, 
epenk out, you should speak standing, that so 
the house might the better hear you.” So 
| Sir Walter Kaleigh said, “That being a 
i Committee, he might speak either sitting or 
| standin, and so reputed over again the former 
I speech.” : 
Mr. Sec. Creil said, * Because it 3s an argu- 
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{ 
{ment of more reverence, I chuse to Bi 
standing, As long as the queen by the advice 
! of her council did tind means to spare vou, so 
Jong she ever desired that her subjects might 
-not be charged: but if her maj, as soon as the 
‘lust subsidy had been spent, should have agalu 
i resorted unto you, I do assure you, this pari. 
(had been called in Oct. last. Now if upon 
| providence and foresight, you did contribute 
“unto her maj.; rauch more should we now do 
the same, secing a resolute company of sol- 
diers have intrenched themselves in her maj. 


caying of her revenues, the sparing cver out of | kingdom of Ireland, and more supplies thither 
her own purse and apparel tor our sakes will! are daily expected. It is time to open ovr 
hot serve, but yet she must be fain to call her | coffers, that we may obviate, in the beginning, 
court of purl. for our advice and aid in this | these few forces of the Spaniards, lest growing 
case ; I wish fur my own part (as a particular | to greater forces we cannot expel them with 


g17] . 
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less than 500,000]. which we may now do with | 3 millions in defence of their city, he conld nes 


100,000 in present. If there be any that sits 
next the duor that desires to sit next the chair 
to give his opinion, { will not only give him 
my place, but thank him to take my charge.” 
—(This was conceived to be sir Edw. Hubby, 
who coming to sit near the chair, and not 
giving him place, sat next the door.j—“ We 
that sit here, tor my purt, take your favours 
gut of courtesy, not wut of duty ; but to the 
purpose, The queen hath occasion to use, us 
‘divers in this house do know, 300,QU0l. betore 
Easter; how this shall be raised and vathered, 
that is the question ; fur without this pre;ortion 
of charge, neitberthe Spaniards in Lreland can 
be repelled, and the wars there maintained, 
neither her maj.’s other affairs be set un tuut, 
neither provision sutticient can be set on toat, or 
made tur detence from foreign invasions. Ad- 
mit with a less charge we should uow expcl 
un; will any man beso simple to think he 
_will give over the enterprise, being of so great 
conscyuence, and grow desperate? I should 
think him but a man of shallow understanding 
and lesspolicy, Surely, if we had been of that 
mind when we-had that great overthrow of his 
Invincible navy in 88, we had been, destinated 
to perdiion. For how many chargeable cuter- 
pe of puissant and great consequence hath 
he since wade? The like, if his turces in Ireland 
should now fail, would he do again. And 
therefore that provision we now make, if he 
should be expelled witha less matter, would 
serve to make detence against his next invasion 
of that kingdom ; as also, carich her maj. to be 
ready ta furnish her navy and torces the speedier 
for her satety. Besides, if he bestuw such 
Masses Of treasure forthe gaining of one poor 
town, Ostend, what will he do to gain so strong 
and famous a kingdom as [rcland? [ will, by 
the Icave of a warthy person who sits by me, 
aud knows these things better than I do, yield 
a particular account unto you ef the state itself. 


First; the last whole Subsidy atter the rate of 


4]. lands and 8 groats guods caine not to ahove 
80,0001, the Subsidy of the clergy 20,0001. the 
double 15ths 60,0001. All which is 160,p0dl. 
Since my lord of Essex’s going into Ireland, she 


hath spent 300,000). So the qucen js behind. 


140,0001, ‘Thus we refer the matter to your 
judicious consideration: we only shew you the 
prescnt state of the queen and her affairs, wish- 
ing nu man to look that we should give advice 
what is to be dune, as thaugh you yourselves, 
who are the wisduim of the land could neither 
direct yourseives norupon these reasons alledg- 
ed, judge the necessity of the state.” 

Sir John ortescue added this, “ That what 

leased the house in the name of the Subsidy ta 
eae the same, her maj. did and would ever 
employ to their uses; so that dying, it inight be 
written on her tamb, ‘ Qudéd occupatus vixit,’ so 
that she dying, liveth still, employing all to the 
safety of her subjects: And I beseech you re- 
member, that the Great-furk when he con- 

uered Constantinople, found therein $00 mil- 
Yous of guld: ifthey, quoth he, had bestowed 


<P S —  E 
rr rg anne cE eA 


ver have gotten it. From this bliudness, I pray 
God defend us, that we may not be backward 
to give 4 Subsidies to her maj. tor waat where- | 
of ia time, we may happen to lose that which 
will not be recovered or dofended with a hun- 
dred.”—After which it was agreed by geucral 
consent the three Pound men to be included. 
A Bill to renress the Multitude of Conunun 
Solicitors.]| Nov. Q, Heyzcood Loicnshend, esi. 
in preferring aw bill against the Mulutude of 
common Solieitors, spoke as fullaws:—** Mr. 
Speaker ; it as well sad by a worthy member gf 
this house, mr. Francis Bacun, that every man 
is bound to belp the commonwealth the best 
heamay; much more is every int in his pare 
ticular bound, being a member of this house, 
if be knew any dangerous cnorimity towards the 
commonwealth, not only to open it, but, af it 
nay be, oppose it. We being al here withija 
these wails tugether, nay be likened to 4 jury 
cluse shut up ana chamber; every man there 
upon his oath, and every man here upun his 
couscience, being the grand-juryinen of the 
land, buund tu desl both truly and plainiy. 
Herewith (though a most unworthy and least 
sutlicient member of this housc) myselt being 
touched, I had rather adventure iny credit by 
speaking, though cuntusedly, than to stretch my 
conscience (knawing so grcat a mischet and 
inconvenience unto this kinudoig, by salence in 
so pleasing a cause, as I do: persuade myself 
this bill will be to every man that bears it. To 
which mr. Speaker, because [may have benetit 
of specch if ocexsion serve, at the second read- 
ing thereof, I will not speak more at this pre- 
sent, but only tonching the very tract of the 
bill itself. The honourable personage, that in 
the upper house in the begmuing ot this part. 
spake against the lewd abuses of prolling solici- 
tors and their great multitude, who set dissen-. 
sion betwixt man and man, like a spake, cut im 
pieces, cruwl together to join themselves again 
to stir np evil spirits of dissension: he, I say, 
advised us, that a law might be made to repre:s 
them. T have observed that no man in this 
arl. ever offered to prefer any such hill tothis 
iouse, but, sure Lam, no mau spake te this purs 
pose. Ihave thereture, mr. Speaker, presumed 
out of my young experience, because I know 
part of their abuses, and with that small portion 
af learning that I have, to draw a bill, and 
here it is. The tatle isthus: § An act to repress 
the multitude of Common Solucitors.? The 
body of the act disableth wl! persons to solicit 
any cause other than their own. There are 
excepted and fore-prized four several sorts, 
lawyers and attornies in their own courts; where 
they be sworn servants in livery, and kinsinen 
within the fourth degree of consanguinity, 
And no man within this kingdom but may find 
a sitting and convenient solicitor within these 
four degrees. And I humbly pray, it being so 
short, that the bill may he read and received.’ 
Debate on the Supply renewed.| On the 
same day the aflair ot the Supply was again, 
brought before the Louse; and mr. Secretary 
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Ceci/ began first, and snid, “ When it was the !desty of the committee at the proposition; 
good pleasure of this house to give order to the { that where first this house never stuck to com- 


committces to consider the common danger of 


this realm, in which not only every member 
of this house, but every man in the kingdom 
fs interested, it liked the committecs after their 
resolution to chuse one among all to give ac- 
count of their proceedings, and that is nyself. 
I do kuow, it were the satest wav for a man's 
memory, to deliver the last resolution without 
any precedent argument; for rare is the as- 
sembly in which there is not some variety of 
opinieas, And Iain of opinion, if we had all 
agreed upon the manner, as we did speedily 
upon the matter, all had been dispatched in an 
hour. It seemed by the ready consent of the 
cominittces, that they came not to look on one 
another, or like sheep to acconipany one ano- 
ther; but the matter was well declared by 
some, and at length consented unto by all. 
Our contention bred difference, and difference 
cause of argument, both how to ease the state, 
and iwnake this subsidy less burthensome which 
shall be received. Some were of opinion, that 
the 3 pound men should be spared, because it 
was to be considered they had but small por- 
tions. Others were of opinion that the 4 pound 
men should give double, and the rest upwards 
should ‘Le higher assessed. 
other opinions. <Ayain it was moved, whether 
this Subsily should go in the name of a Bene- 
volence or Contribution, or whether in the 
name of a 4th Subsidy; but at length most 
voices resolved it should have the old name of 
a Subsidy, because ¢ subsidium and ausilium’ 
areall one, The most voices concluded, That 
there should be no exception of the 3 pound 
men, because accordinz to their rate some 
Were assessed under value; besides, separation 
might breed emulation, suspicion of partiality 
and contusion. And the whole realm, when 
each man conies into his country, will be better 
satisied, when they shall know they have 
spared nv man, nor made any disjunction. It 
was said by a member of the house, that he 
knew some poor people pawned their pots and 
pans to pay the Subsidy. [t mav be you dwell 
where vou see and hear; 1 dwell where I hear 
and beheve. And, this [T know, that neither 
pot nor pan, nor dish nor spoon should be 
spared when danger is at our elbows. But he 
rat spate this, in my couscience, spake it not 
to hinder the Subsidy, or the creatness of the 
vitt, but to shew the poverty of some assessed, 
and by sparing them to yield them relief. But, 
by no means, I would have the 3 pound men 
exempted, because [ do wish the king of Spain 
micht know, how willing we are to sell ail im 
detence of God's religion, our prince and coun- 
try.—T have read when Hanimbal resolved to 
sack Rome, he dwelt in the cities adjoining, 
and never feared or doubted of his enterprize, 
tll word was brought bim that the maidens, 
ladies, and women ot Rome sold their ear-rings, 
jewels and all their necessaries to maintain 
war against him. I do take myself in duty 


bound to acquaint this house with the mo- 


a 


Others were of 


mit it, they never stuck (understanding the rea- 
sons) to grant it.” 

Sir Rob. Wroth then moved, “ That this 
new Subsidy might be drawn ina bill by 
itself, to which should be annexed a preamble 
of the great necessities, the willingness of the 
subject. and that it might be no precedent; 
but that would not be vielded unto.” 

Mr. Francis) Moore inoved that, «© That 
which was done might be compleatly done, 
and the Subsidy gathered hy commission, and 
not by the old roll; for peradventure some 
were dead, others fallen to poverty, others 
richer, and so deserved to be enhanced, &c. 
And withal he said, that the granting of this 
Subsidy seemed to be the aipha and omega of 
this parl.” 

Mr. Wing field moved the hon. of the coun- 
cil, members of this house, “ That sceing the 
Subsidy was granted, and they yet had done 
nothing, it would please her may. not to dis- 
solve the parl. till some acts were passed.” 

Mr. Francis Bacon, after a repetition that 
the 3 pound inen might not be excluded, con- 
cluded, “ ‘That it was ¢ dulcis tractus pari jugo,’ 
therefore the poor as well as the rich not to be 
exempted.” 

Sir Walter Raleigh said, “1 like not that 
the Spaniards, our enemies, should know of 
our sclling our pots and pans to pay Subsidies; 
well may yeu call it policy, as an hon. person 
alledged, but, Tamm sure, it argues poverty in 
the state. And for the motion that was last 
made, of ‘dulcis tractus pari jugo,’ call you 
this © par jugum,’ when a poor man pays as 
much us a rich, and pefadventure his estate ts 
no better than he 3s set at, or but little better; 
when our estates that be 30 or 40I. i the 
Queen's books, are not the hundred part of our 
wealth ? Therefore it ts not ‘dulcis’ nor ¢ pari.” 

Mr. Sec. Ceei/, “ That for what the gen- 
leman said, ‘ That the Subsidy was the alpha 
and oinegn of this parl.:’ [ think he spoke it 
not simply out of humour, but rather upon 
probsability ; for, I can assure you, her maj. 
IS as respective over vou touching ber laws, 
which she desireth may be perused and amend- 
ed, that she meancth not to dissolve this part. 


‘until some things be amended: for that, that 


| 


I 
‘ 


[I said, touching the Spaniard’s knowing of our 
sale of our pots and pans, and all we have, to 
keep him out, which should be a matter of. 
policy, to which the gent. (sir Walter Raleigh) 
took exceptions; [ sav, it is true, and yet I 
am mistaken. I say, it 1s good the Spaniards 
should know how willing we are to sell our 
pots and pans and all we have to keep him 
out: yet I do not say, it is good he should 
know we do scll them. That is, I would have 
hint know our willingness to sell, (though there 
be no need) but not of our poverty in selling, 
or of any necessity we have to scll them, 
which T think none will do, neither shall need 
to do.” Then all the house cried, ¢ No, No;’ 
as much as to say, no man did so. 


ce 
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Sir Arthur Goreze moved, “ That it would | children, one benefice of small cure suffice 
please the council, that onde ‘ranivhe be taken | not.” 

t.at justices of the peace might be assessed | Sir Geo. Moore “ Thought the bill most fit 
eae to the statute, viz. at 201, lands, | to be committed, it being, 19 the gencral opi- 
whereas there be few justices that be above | nion, a good law, aud teading to a good and 
8 or 101.” ; vn réligious end ; and such is the miquity of 

Serjcant Heyle. “ Mr. Speaker, To marvel | this ave, that for want of a good law of this 
much that the house will stand upon granting | nature, many souls do not only languish but 
of a Subsidy, or tlic time of pavnicut, when perish ev erlustingly, for want of spiritual food.” 
all we have is ber maj.’s; and she may haw- Mr. Lock, “ I think bare silence is not an 
fully, at her pleasure, take it from us: vea, | exoneration of a man’s conscicnce: the simili- 
she hath as much right to all our lands aud | tude of otiices and benetices, made’ by the 
goods, us to anv revenue of ber crown.” At | doctor, doth not hold, under favour; for ‘Non 
which all the howe hemmed, and launched und , est incipicndum cum ee is, sed incidiendum é a 
talked.“ Well,” quoth serj. Hele, “ allt domo Dei? theretore if they begin lirst, we 
your hemming shall not put me out of counte- | shall follow in avoiding Pluritities. 
nance." Soo mr. Spkr stood up aud smd, “& It Dr. James. “That it had been said, ‘thet 
is n great disorder that this should be used; | Pluralities were the cause of bringing conrupe 
for it is the ancient use of every man to he tion into the church; but for that, under 
silent when any one speaketh; and he that is | favour, said he, LT think the contrary, because 
speaking | should be sutte red to deliver bis mind ; corruption is commonly where pov erty is; bat 
without interruption.” So the scrjeant pro- | it competent living be given to the minister, I 
ceeded, and when he had spoken a little { see no reason w hy just men should judge there 
while, the house hemmed again, se so he | to be corruption. 2dly, it was said, that it 
sat down, = [n his latter speech he said, “ fe | would be a means of preaching the w ord ; tor 
could prove his former position by precedent ! that I answer, that it hope ‘ot competent 
in the tines of Hon. Hi. king John, king | living be taken away, it will be a menus te 
Stephen, &c.” which was the occasion of ther! make the best wits retuse the study of divi- 
hemmine. nity. And therefore an historian saith well, 

Mr. Montagne said, ‘That there were no | that © sublatis premis corruunt artes.” Con- 
such precedents ; ; and if all preambles of sub- | sider besides, that in Kugland there are above 
sidies were looked upon, he should find it | eight thousand eiytit hundred and odd parish- 
were of free gift. Aud although her maj. | churches ; six hundred of which do but afford 
requireth this atour hands, yet it is in us to | competent living for a minister: what then 
five, not in her to exact of duty, And for | shall become of the multitude of our learned 
the precedents there be none snch, but touch- | men? They have yo other preferments unless 
Ing a 10th flecee of wool, anda loth sheat of | it be to get suine deanery, prebend, or such — 
corn that was granted to Rdw. TLL at his coing { like, which is no easy inatter to do, they being 
to the conquest of France; because all the | so few, especially in this catching ave. ‘lo 
inoney, then in the land to be levied by way | give lie best scholar but as great prop oruion as 
of subsidy, would not be any way answerable the meanest arusan, or to vive all alike, there 
to raise that great mass he desired. And so, | is no equality; for § Tuaequalibus eeyualia dave 
ywing these 1Uths, he sold them to private | absardum,’ And this will breed poverty in the 
men to gain that subsidy, anil so raised money i erentest Jearned, which, 15 the mother of con- 
to himself for his enterprize.” tempt, a thing hoth d: angerous and odious unto 

Billaugainst Pluralitiesof Bencfices. ] Nov. 16. divinity: this must needs enforce preachers to 
A bill for redressing certain inconvemcneies in | preach © placentia;’ which is a thing abhorred 
the stammteof21 Hen. VL. ¢. 18, intituled, «An | even of God himself. A preacher, who is no 
act against Pluraliues of Be helices tur taking ordinary person, ought to have an extraordi- 
of Farms by Spiritual Men, and tor Residence,’ | nary reward: for the canon saith, he must be 


oe me a nme mm ees se ee 


was read the 2d tune. ‘ad minimum artium muagister, aut , publicus 
Mr. Dunn said, “ It was no reason that men | aut idoneus verbi diviul concionator.” 

of unequal desert should be equally beneticed, Mr. David Waterhouse. “ Because myself 

or cqualized with the best.” am an oflicer, I mean only to speak of the 


Dr. Crompton wished “ That pluralities of | doctor's similitude of pluralities of offices. 
offices might be taken from the laity, and then | By the common faw, an ofhcer shall torfeit 
pluralitics of benetices from the spirituality. his office for non-attendance : so for a benefice 
Also in former ages, he said, impropriations | the incumbent shall also forfeit. But afier the 
were given to the spirituality, and then no plu- | statute came which made this toleration upon 
ralities allowed; as also spiritual men bound | 18 days absence: so that now, if we set this 
by ecclesiastical canons of their own from mar- | statute at liberty aguin, this shall be no inno- 
Triage, so that they might live with far less | vation in us, but a renovation of the common .- 
charge than now they do. But having taken | law. And I will end only with this caution td 
from them first the 3 impropriations, they cannot | the house, that commonly the most ignorant 
keep that hospitality which is required. And | divines of this tand be doubled bencficed.” 
next, marriage being tolerated among them, Serj. Hurris. “ We seem. to detend the 
they ‘living at great charge both of wife and | privileges and customs of the house , but if we > 
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proceed to determine of this bill, mr. Spkr, we 
shall not only imsringe a exstom which we have 
ever observed, viz. to meddle with no matter 
that toucheth her maj.’s prerogatuve ; but also 
procure her great displeasure. © Adinit 
sboidd determine of this matter, yet her may. 
may grant toleration with a ¢ non obstaate.’ 
And, mur. Speaker, the last parl. may be a warn- 
ang to us when the like bill by us was pre- 
ferred, and the same not only rejected, brit 
also ber maj. commanded the Id. keeper to 
tcjl us, that she hoped we would not hereafter 
mocdile in cases of this nature su nearly touch- 
ang her prerogative royal.” | 

Mr. Martina. “ I agree with one that said, 
‘learning should have ler reward:’ but I sav 
gpore, that our souls shuuld have their spiritual 
food.” 

Mr. Francis Hastings. “ I protest that 
which I shall speak, I will utter to you ail, 
out of the’ conscience of a christian, lovalty of 
e@ subject, and heart of an Englishman. [| 
know that ¢ distributio parochiaruim est ex 
jure hurnano non diving.” But he that sid 
0 much, give me leave to tell him, that 
“distributio verbi divini est ex jure divino et 
humano.” If then by the distributing aad 
severing of benetices to divcrs learned men, 
the word may be the better distributed unto 
the people, and preached as, God be thanked, 
it hath beer these 43 years, under her maj.’s 
happy govt.; (the pomt of whose days, I be- 
secch the Almighty, may be prolonged; I see 
xno reason, mr. Speaker, why we should doubt of 
the goodness of this bill, or make any ques- 
ton of the comuitting thereat, Ac.” 

Mr. Roger Owen shewed, “ ‘That a statute 
was but ‘ privatio communis juris:’ and tlis 
act will make no innovation, because it repeals 
only the proviso, aud not the body. Whereas 
‘at was said, that * honas alit artes,’ and much 
“more to that purposc; and if you take away 
the honour and reward, then you take away 
the study itself. For answer thereunto, mr. 
Speaker, I say, under favour, that this statute 
tukes away no benefices from the clergy, but 
doth only bettcr order the distribution of be- 
netices among the clergv. For another doctor 
that alledged a canon confirmed under the 
great seal of England, I say, under favour, 
that they of the clergy, and not we of the 
laity, are bound therchy; for they are, as it 
were, bye-laws tu thei, but not to us,”— 
After which it was comnuitted, 

_ Debate on a Bill against Monopolies.) Nov, 
20, the grand aflair of Monopolies began in this 
house. It was first brought in by mr. Laurence 
Hide, and was then inutled, ¢ An act for the 
explanation of the common law in certain cases 
of Letters Patents.’ Alter it was read, the 
question was to be put for the committing of 
it; and some crying out, ‘Commit it,’ some 
¢ Incross it,’ a great debate arose. When 

_ Mr. Spicer, burgess for Warwick, said, “ Mr. 
Speaker, this assembly may be said to be ¢ Ji- 
bern mens et |ibera lingua,’ theretore troely 
end faithiully, that which I know ] will speak 


WC. 


to thishouse, This bill may touch the preroga- 
tive roval, which, as I learned the last parl, 
IS sO Lranscendent, that the. .... of the sub- 
ject may not aspire thereunto. Far be it 
theretore from me, that the state and preroga- 
tive royal of the prince should be tied by me or 
by the act of auy other subject. First let us 
consider of the word Monopoly, what it is, 
Mag is Caus, and Wau 1s Civitas; so then 
the meaning of the word is, @ restraint of any 
thing public in a city or commonwealth to 4 
private usc, and the user called a Monopolitap, 
* quasi Cujus privatum lucrum est yrbis et orbis 
commune malum.’ And we may well term 
this man the whilpool of the _prince’s profit, 
Every man hath 3 special friends, his goods, 
kinstolks, and pood name: these men ma 
lave the two fist but not the last. ined 
uot, mr. Speaker, neither repining at her maj.’s 
prerogative, or misliking the reasons of her 
vrauts, bai out of grict of heart, to sce the 
town, wherein I serve, pestered and conti 
nually vexed by the nS and vice- 
gerents of these Monopolitans, who are ever 
Hitdasposed and affected members. I beseech 
you, give me leave to prove this unto you by 
this argument. Whiosoever transgresseth the 
roval comnussion of her maj. being granted 
upon good and warrantable suggestions, and 
alsu abuseth the authority aud warrant of her 
maj.’s privy council, being granted unto him 
for the more favourable execution of his pa- 
tent: thisiman is an ovil-dispused and dan- 
gerous subject. But that this is true, and bath 
been done by one persona, a substitute of a pa- 
tenice, 1 will prove unto you. ‘The substitutes 
for aquavita and vinegar’ came not long since 
to the town where [ serve, and presently stayed 
sale of both these commodiues; unless the 
sellers would compound with them, they must 
presently to the council-table. Myself, though 
ignorant, vet not so unskiltul, by reason of my 
profession, but that I could judge whether 
their proceedings were according to their at- 
thority, viewed their patent, aud fuund they 
exceeded i three paints: for where the pa- 
tent gives four months liberty to the subject, 
that hath any aquavitz, to sell the same, this 
person coincs down within two mouths and 
takes bond of them to his own use, where be 
ought to bring them before a justice of peace, 
and they there to be bound in recognizance, 
and atter to be returned into the exchequer; 
and so, by usurpation, retaineth power 1n bis 
own hands to kil or save. ‘Thus her maj.’s 
commission being transgressed, as a sworn 
servant to her maj. I hold myself bound ta 
ceruty the house thereof; and also that this 
substitute stands indicted as an obstinate re- 
cusaut: yea, when her maj.’s name hath been 
spoken of and herself prayed for, he bath re- 
fused to stir hat or hp. My humble motion 
is, that we might use some caution or cir- 
cumspective care to prevent this ensuing mis- 
chief.” 

Mr. Francis Bacon. * I confess the bill, as 
it is, is in few words, but yet ponderous and 
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weihty. For the prerogative royal of the 
prince, for my own part I ever allowed of it, 
and it ts such as I hope shall never be discussed. 
The quecn, as she is our sovereign, hath both 
an enlarging and restraining power. For, by 
her prerogative, she may first set at liberty 
things restrained by statute-law, or otherwise ; 
and, 2nudly, by her prerogative, she may re- 
strain things which be at liberty. For the first, 
she may grant ‘ non obstante’ contrary to the 
* penal laws, which truly, according to my own 
conscience,” [and so struck himself on the 
breast] “ are. as hateful to the subject as smno- 
ropolies. 
Iwn wit, Industry, or endeavour, finds out any 
thing bencticial for the commonwealth, or bring 
any new invention, which every subject of this 
kingdom may use; vet in regard of his pains 
and travel therein, her maj. perhaps, 1s pleased 
to grant him a privileze to use the sane only 
by himself or his deputics for a certain time. 
This is one kind of monopoly. Sometimes there 
is a glut of things when they be in excessive 
quantity, as perhaps of corn, and her maj. 
gives Ircence of transportation to oue mun; 
this is another kind of monopoly. Somctimes 
there is a scarcity or a small quantity, and the 
like is granted also. These and divers of this 
nature have been tu trial, both at the common 
pleas, upon actions of trespass, where, if the 
judges dv tind the privilege good, and beneti- 
cial to the commonwealth, they then will allow 
it, otherwise disallow it. And also 1 know that 
her maj. herself hath given commandment to 
her attorney-general, to bring divers of them, 
since the Jast parl. to trial in the exchequer ; 
since which time at least 15 or 16, to my know- 
ledge, have been repexled; some by her maj.’s 
own express commandment, upon complaint 
suadce unto her by petition, and sume by ¢ quo 
warranty’ in the exchequer. But mr. Speaker, 
(said he, pointing to the bill) this is no stranger 
ya this plaice, but a stranger in this vestment : 
the use hath been cver to humble ourselves 
unto ber maj. aud by petition desire to have 
our grievances remedied, especially when the 
remedy toucheth her so nigh in point of preroga- 
tive. All cannot be done at once, neither was 
it possible since the last parl. to repeal all. 
her mij. inake a patent (or, as we term it, a 
monopoly, unto any of her servants, that must 
go, and we cry out of it: but ifshe grant it to 
a number of burgesses, or a Corporation, that 
must Stand, and that torsooth is no munupoly. 
F say, and I say aguin, that we ought not to 
deal, to judge, or meddle with her maj.’s_pre- 
rngutive. I wish every man therefore to be 
careful in this business ; and humbly pray this 
house to testify with me, that I, the quecn’s 
attorney-veneral, have discharged tny duty, in 
respect of my place, in speaking on her maj.’s 
behalf; and protest I have delivered my con- 
science in saying that which I have said.” 

Dr. Bennet. “ He that will go about tu de- 
bate her maj.’s prerogative royal, had need walk 
warily. In respect of a grievance out of the city, 
Ser whichI come, I thiusk myself bound to speak 


For the 2nd, if any man, out of his’ 
> ? 
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that now which I had. not intended to speak 
betore; I mean 4 monopoly of salt. It is an 
old proverb, ‘Sal sapit omnia ;’ fire and water 
are not more necessary. But for other Mo- 
nopohies of cards” (at which word sir Walter 
Raleizh blushed) “ dice, starch, and the like ; 
they are, (because Monopoies) I mnst countess, 
very hurtful, though not all alike hurtful. I 
know, there is a great difiereuce in thems and 
i think, if the abuses in this monopoly of’ sale 
were particularized, this would walk in the 
fore-rank. Now, seeing we are come to the 
means of redress let us see that it be so man- 
nerly and handsomely handled, that after a 
commitment, it may lave good passage.” 

Mr. Lawrence Hide, “ I contess, mv, Speaker, 
that f owe duty to God, and lovalty to my 
prince, And for the bill usclf T made it, and 
Ithink I understand it: and fur be it trom this 
heart of mine to think, this tongue to speak, 
or this hand to write any thing, either in preju- 
diccor derogation of ber maj.’s prerogative roval 
und the state. But because you shall know 
that this course is no new invention, but long 
sluce digested in the age of our forefathers 
above $00 years ago, I will otfer to your con- 
siderations oue precedent 10th Edw. IIT. At 
which time, one John Peach was arraigned at 
this bar in parl. for that he had obtained of 
the king a monopoly for sweet wines. The 
patent, after great advice and dispute, was 
adjudyved void, and, before his face, in open part. 
cancelled, because he had exacted 3s. 4d. tor 
every tun or wine 3 himself adjudged to prison 
notil he had made restitution of all that ever 
he had recovered, and not to be delivered till 
after a tine of 5001. paid to the king. This is 
a& precedent worthy of observation; but I dare 
not presume to sav, worthy the following. 
And, mr. Speaker, as T think it is no derogation 
to the ommipotence of God, to sav he can do 
all but eval ; sof think, it is no derogation to 
the may. or person of the queen, to sav the like 
insome proportion, Yet, mr, Speaker, because 
two eves nity see more than one, IL humbly 
pray, that there mizht be a commitment had 
of this bill, lest something may be therein which 
may prove the Lune and overtarow thereof at 
the tine of the passing.” 

Serjermt ddarris. “ For oncht I see, the 
house moveth to have this bill in the nature 
uf'a petition; it must then begin with more hu- 
Inihation: and truly, sir, the bill is good of it- 
self, but the penning of it is somewhat out of 
course.” ; 

Mr. Montagne. © The matter is good and 
honest, and } like this manner of proceeding 
by bill well enough in this matter. The griev- 
ances are great, and I would note unto you 
ouly thus much, that the last parl. we proceed- 
ed by the way of petition, which had no suc- 
cessful effect.” 

Mr. Francis Moere. “ I know the queen’s 
prerogativeisa thing curions to be dealt withal, 
yet all vrievances are not comparable. I can- 
net utter with my tongue, or conceive with iny 
heart, the great grievances that the tuwn and 


4 
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country for which [ serve, sutlercth by some | 
of these Monopolies ; it beinceth the general 
proht into a private hand, an id the end of all is 
beggury and bondaye to the subjects. We 


have a law for the true and faithful currving of 


leather; there is a pateut sets all at hberty, 
notwithstgnding that statute, Aud to what 
purpose ts it to do any thing by act of part. 
when the queen will wedo the sane by her pre- 
rogative ? Out of the spirit of Liumulation, mr. 
Speaker, Ido speak it, there is no act of her's 
that hath been, or ts nore derogatory to her own 
Maj. more odious to. the subject, more dan- 
gerous to the commonwealth than the granting 
of these monopolics.” 

Mr. Muriin, “1 speak for a town that 
grieves aud pines, for a country that groaneth 
wad languisheth under the burthen of imon- 
Strous and urconscionable subsiiiutes to the 
monopolitans of starch, tin, fish, cloth, oil, vi- 
newar, salt, and LT kuow not what, nay what 
not? ‘The principal commodities, both of my 
town and country, ure ingrossed into the hand 
of those blood-suckers of the commonwealth. 
Tt a body, mr. Speaker, being let blood, be lett 
suill languishing without any remedy, how can 
the good estute of that body long remain? 

Such i is the state of my town and countr 7; the 
tratlic 1 is taken away, the inward and private 
commudites are taken away, and dare not he 
used without the licence of these monopolitans. 
JP these bluod-suckers be still let alone to suck 
up the Lest and principal cummodiues which 
the earth there hath given us, what shall be- 
coine of us, from whom the frints of our own 
soil and the commoditues of our own labour, 
which, with the sweat of our brows, even 
up to the knees in mire and dirt, we have la- 
boured for, shall be taken by warrant of su- 
preme authority, which the poor subjects dare 
tut galasay ?” 

Sir George Moore, “ IT make no question 
but that this bill offereth guod maiter; aud f 
do wish, that the matter may iu sume "sort be 
prosecuted, and the bill reiceted. Many griev- 
ances Lave been laid open touching tie mono- 
polies of salt; but, if we add thereunto petre, 
then we had hit the mrict aright; wach which 
my country is perplexed. There he three pere 
sons, her may. the patentee, and the subject: 
her maj. the head, the patentce the hand, and 
“the subject the iva Now here’s vur case, the 
head gives power to the hands, the hand. op- 
presscth the foot, ‘the foot riscth apgiinst the 
head. We know the power of her maj. can- 
mot be restrained by an act, why, theretore, 
should we thus talk? Admit we should make 
this statute with a ‘non obetante,’ yet the 
queen may grant ¥ patent with a * non ob- 
stante’ to cross this © non obstante.’ I think 
therefore, it agreeth more with the gravity and 
wisdom of this house, to proceed with all bum- 
hlencss by petition than bill.” 

Mr. Wanehedd. * I would bat put the house 
in mind of the proceeding we had in this mat- 
ter the last parl.; 
Speaker moved her Ini. by way of petitivg, that 


ie Sho Aa ra ae a as ee Se Ra 


ino the end whereof, our?! the atlirmative. 


| 


of the state thereof: 


‘the mine, 


cn ee re a reece cr ce ea ce ee ne ee 


| the yniefs touching these Monopolies night be 
respeeted, aud tie erievanees coming of them 
might be reriesscd. bier niny. answered, by 
the ld. kecper, * that she would take care of 
these monepoles, and our griets should be re- 
dressed; if not, sue would give us free hberty 
to pracced in mahing a law the next pari’ 
The grief, sar. Speaker, is still bleeding, and we 
grecn under the sure, and are still without re- 
medy. It was inv hap the last parl. to en- 
counter with the word Prerogative; butas then, 
so now L doit with all huinility, and wish all 
happiness both unto it, and to her maj. 1 am 
inditierent touching our procceding either by 
lull or petition, so that thercin our grievances 
may tullow, whereby her way. may specially 
understand them 

Sir Waiter Kaleigh, “ Tam urged to speak 
I tWO FEspects 5 the one because L find myself 
touched in) particular; the other, m that I 
take some miputation of slander to he offered 
unto her inmaj. Limean, by the gent, that first 
Mentioned tin (mr, Martin) for that being one 
of the principal commodities of this kingdom, 
and beim in Cornwall, it hath ever, so long as 
there were ‘any, belonged to the dukes of Corn- 
wall, and they Lad special patents of privilege. 
It pleased. her maj. frecly to bestow upon me 
that privilege ; and that patent being, word tor 
word, the very same the duke’s is aiid because 
by reason of mine office of lord w arden of the 
staunary, I can sufticiently inform this house 
I will muke bold to deli- 
When the tin is taken out of 
and anclred and retined, than is 
every piece, contiming 100 cwt. scaled with 
the duke’s seal, Now L will tell you, that be- 
fore the granting of my patent, whether tin 


ver it unto vou, 


‘were but of 17s, and 30 upwards to 50s. a cwt.; 


yet the poor workmen never had above 2s. a 
week tndiug themselves: but since my pa- 
tout, whosocver will work, nay; and buy tn 
at what price surver, they have 4s, a week truly 
pud, There is 0 poor that will work there, 
bet may, and have that wages, Notwithstand- 
ine. at all others may be repealed, [ will give 
my cousent as frecly ta the cancelling of this, 
as any member of this house.” 

Mr. Downland. © If we proceed by way of 
petition, we can have no imore gracious answer 
than we had the Jast purl, to our petitions. 
But since that parl. we have no reformation ; 
and the reason why [ think no reformauon. 
hath been had, is, because I never heard the 
cry axitinst Monopolies greater and more yches 
ment,’ 

Mr, Johnson, © I would we were all so 
happy, that ber gracious self had heard but 
the fifth part of that, that every one of us hath 
heard this day ; 1 think verily, in my soul and 
conscience, we should not be more desirous in 
having those monopolies called in, than she 
would be earnest therein herself.” After all 
this debate, the question was put for com- 
mitting the bill or not, and it was, carried in 
On which a committee was 
appointed, cunsisting of all the members of 


~ 
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the privy-council, and the Héarned ¢ounsel of | currants, iron, powder, cards, ox-shin bones, 
that house, sir W. Raleigh, sir Fr. Hastings, | train-oil, tfansportation of leather, lists ot" 
sir Edw. Stafford, sit Edw. Hobby, sir Geo. | cloth, ashes, anniseeds, vinegar, sca-coals, steel, 
Moore, sir Rob. Wroth; and divers others. aquavite, brushes, pots, salt-petre, lead, acci- 

In the afternoon of the following day, the | dences, oil, calamim-stone, oil of blubber, fu- 
Committee met; and dur Journalist gives us | machoes, of dried piltchers in the sinvak, and 
the fullowing purticulars of what: happened | divers others.”—Upon reciting of the patents 
wz their first conference. aforesaid, 

Sir Edtc. Hubby informed the house of the Mr. Hackwel stood up and asked thus; 
great abuse’ of the patentee’ for Salt in his |‘ Is not bread there?” ¢ Bread,’ quouth one, 
country, “ That betwixt Michuelinas and st. | bread,’ quoth another; ‘this voice scems 
Andrew's tide, where salt (betore the patent) | strange,’ quoth another; ¢ this voice seems 
was wont to be suld for 16d. a bushel, it is strange,’ quoth a third: “ No,” quoth mr. 
new sold for 14 or 15s. a bushel: but, atter | Hackwell, “ bat if order be not taken for 
the ford présideut had understanding thercof, | these, bread will be there betore the next 
he committed the patentee. and caused it to be | parliament.” 
sdid for 16d: ds’ before. To Lyme, there is Mr. Heywoud Townshend, seemg a disagree- 
brought every yeur above 3000 wey of salt; | mert of the committee, made a motion to 
and every wey of salt is; since the patent, en- | this effect; “ First, to put them in mind of a 
hanced to’ 203.; aud where the bushel was petition made the last parl.. which, though it 
wont to be 6d. it ts now 16d. And I dare | tock no effect, yet we should :nuch wrong her 
boldly say it, if this’ patent: weré called in, | maj. and furget ourselves, if we should think 
there mivht well 30001. x year be saved in | to speed no better now in the like case; be- 
the ports of Lyine, Boston, and Hull. I speak | cavse then thcre was a commitment for this 
of white silt.” aa ee purpose, and the conimittees drew a speech, 

Mr. Francis Bacon, _“ The bill is very in- | which was delivered by the Speaker, word for 
jotious arid ridiculous; injutious, in that it | word, at the end of this parl.; but now we might 
taketh or rather sweepeth away her maj.’s | he!p that, by sending our Speaker preseutly, 
prerogative ; and ridiculous, in that there is a 
proviso; that this stiitate shafl not extend td 

-— grants made to corporations ; that is a gull to 
sweeten the bill withal, it'is only to make tuols 
fain. All men of the law know, that a bill 
which ig only expository, to expound the com- 

~ moy kaw, doth enact nothing; neither is any 
promise uf good thereifi. Arid therefore the 
proviso in the statute of 34 Hen. VII. of 
wills, (which is but a statute expository of the 
statute of 32 Hen. VILL. of wills) touching sir 
John Gainsford's' will, wag’ adjudged void. 
Thercfore I think the till very uafit, and our 

ceedings to be by petition.” 

Mi. Flemming, t 1 Soliditor General, said, 
<< T will briefly give account of all things touch- 

ing these monopolies: her may: in her provi- 
dent care, gave chaffe unto’ mt. Yttorney and 
myself, that speedy and special order’ may be 
taken for these patents; this wa¢ in the be- 
ginning of Hillary tern last: but you all know 
the danger of that time, and what great affairs 
of importance happened to prevent these busi- 
nesses: and since that time, ‘nothifg could be 
dene fot want of leisure.” 

Sir Rob. Wroth. ‘ I would but note, mr. 
Solicitor, that you were charged to take order 
in Hillary term last; why not before? There 
was time enough ever since the lust pafl. I 
Speak it, aud I-speak it boldly, these patentces 
ate worse than ever they were: and I have 
heard # gentlenvan affirm in this house, that 

. there is'a claust of revocation in’ thesé pa- 
tents; if so, what needed this stir of ‘ scire 
facias, quo wirranto,' and I know not what, 
wher it is but‘only, to send for the patentees, 
afd cause a re*delivery? There’ have been 
divers patents’ granted: since the last parl.;| was of, that, by way of petition, will be our 

= arc’ now itr -being,-viz, the'patents for aur course ; for, it is too putpose td offer to” 
OL, 1. | .. 3 


humble suit, not only, to repeal all monopo- 
hes grievous to the subject; but also, that it 
would please her maj. to give us leave to make 
an act, that they might be of no more force, 
validity, or effect, than they are at the com- 
mon law, without the strength of her preroga- 
tive. Which though we might now do, and 
the act being so reasonable, we might assure 
ourselves, her maj. would not delay the pass- 
ing thereof, yet we her loving subjects, would 
not offer, without her privity or consent, (the 
cause so nearly touching her’ prerogative,) or 


at the committee which should make this 
specch, every member of this house, which 
either found himself, his town, or country 
gricted, might put in (in fair writing) such 
exceptions against Monopolies, as he would 
justify to be true: and that the Speaker might 
deliver them with his own hands, because 
inany obstacles and hindrances might happen.” 


readiest course that possibly can be devised. 
I-tvould wish no further order be taken, but 
to prefer the wise and discrect speech made by 
thiis assembly) that spake last. I will tell you, 
that even, ‘ ex ore infantium ct lactantium,” 


tion, and appointed to meet agin on the 23d 
instant: on which day the subject of Munopo- 
lies was again re-assumed in the hunse, and 


bill were re-commiittéd; T ani no apostate, but 


eee ee ee tl 


atter such a committee and specch made, with 


go about to do any such act. And also, that’ 


r. Francis Bacon. “ Why, you have the’ 
the young gentleman (even the youngest in_ 
the true and most certain coutse is propounded | 


utito'us.”"—The committee agrecd to this mo-_ 


Mr. Spicer said,“ 1 think it were good this ’ 


I stick to the former faith and opinion that I 
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tic her hands by act of parl. when she may 
loosen herselt at her pleasure. I think, it 
were a Course, “nee gratum, nec tutuin.” And 
therefore, the best wav is to have a coinmittee 
to consider what course shall be proceeded in; 
for, Ddoubt not, but we be all agreed of the 
tulurmation, though not of the manner.” 

Mr. Mutvees, said, “ God hath given that 
power to absolute princes which he attributeth 
t» hunself, “dist quod dn ests.” Aud as at- 


tributes unto them, he hath given majesty,. 


‘Justice and mercy; majesty, in respect of the 
bonour that the subject sheweth to lis prince; 
Justice, an respect he can da no wrong, there- 
fure the law is 1 Hen. WH. ¢ That the king 
canuot cominit a disscizin;’ mercy, in respect 
he giveth leave to subjects, to right themselves 
by law: and thereture in 43 Assis. an Indict- 
ment was brought against bakers and brewers, 
for that, by colour of licence, they had broken 
the assizc ; wherefore according to that pre- 
cedent, IT think it most fit to proceed by bill, 
vot by petition,” | 
Mr. Secretary Cecil. “If there had not been 
sume mistaking or some contusion in the com- 
inittce, L would nut now have spoken. The 
question was, of the most convenient way to 
reiorm these grievances of Monopoly: but after 
disputation, of the labour we have not reccived 
the expected fruit. If every man shall take 
Iuave to speak for the common subject, I am 
afraid in these vast powers of our mind, we 
shall dispute the project of reformation quite 
out of ducrs. This dispute draws two great 
things in question; dst, the prince’s power; 
Qilly, the freedom of Englishmen. I am born 
an Englishman, and ain a fellow-member of 
this house; 1 would deswe to live no day, in 
which I should detract trom either. I am ser- 
vit unto the queen; and befure I would speak 
or give consent to a cause, that should debase 
her prerogative or abridge it, I would wish my 
tongue cut out of my head. Iam sure, there 
were law-makers before there were laws. One 
renticman went about tu pussess us, with the 
exccution of the law in an ancient record of 
10th king Edw. IL, hkely enough to be truc 
jn that time, when the king was afraid of the 
sibject. Though this precedent be a substance, 
vet it is not the whole of the parl. For in 
former times, all sate together as well king as 
subject; and then, it was no prejudice to his 
prerogative to have such a mouopoly examined. 


‘Af you stand upon law, and dispute of the 


‘prerugative, heark ye what Bracton saith, 
$ Pewrogativam nustram nemo audecat dispu- 
tare.’ And fur my own part, I like nut these 
courses should be taken. And you sar. Speaker, 
should perform the charge her ma}. gave -unto 
“you in the beginning of this a not to re- 
ceive bills of this nature; for her maj.’s ears be 


open to all grievances; and her hand stretched: 


out to every man’s petitions. For the matter 
of access I like it well, so it be first moved 
-and the way prepared. I had rather all the 
eet were destroyed, than her maj. should 
ose the hearts of so many sulyjccts as is pre- 


~ 


tended. IT will tell you what I think of these: 
Monopehes: Ltauxe them to. be of three na- 
tures, some of a free nature and good, some. 
void of themselves, some buth goed and void. 

Lor the ist, when the prince dispenses with 
a penal law that is left to the alteration of: 
sovercienty, L£ think jt powerful and irrevoca- 
ble. Vor the 2d, as to gtant that which taketh 
from the subject his birthright, such men as 
desire these kind of patents, I account them, 
nusdocrs and. wilful and wicked offenders. O#, 
the third sort is, the licence fer the matter of 
cards, &e. And theretore 1 think, it were fit 
to have a. new commitinent, to censider what, 
her maj. may grant, what not; what course: 
we shall take, aud upon what points.” 

Mr. Montague. “ 1 am loth to speak what. 
Tkbow, lest perhaps I should displease. ‘The: 
prerogative royal is thut which is now in ques 
tion, aud which the laws of the land have. 
ever allowed and maintained. ‘Then my mo- 


tion shall be but this, that we may be suitors: 


unto her maj, that the patentees shall have no 
other remedies than by the laws of the realm; 
they may have, and that our act .may be ac- 
cordingly.” 
Mr. Wartin, ‘ I think the common griev- 
ance and the qucen’s prerogative have inspired 
this gentleman that spake last (whom for re- 
verence sake, I must needs name, mr. Mon- 
tague,) to make that motion which he hath 
done.”—Then a committce was appointed to 
icet the same day in the afternoon, when 
mr. scc. Cecil shcewed the committee a large 
catalogue consisting of near 40 different pa- 
tents, mostly granted since the 16th year of 
the queen’s reign, Whereupon after mr. Davis 
had moved to have these Monopolies pro- 
cecded against by bill, and mr. Martin ‘had 
moved tu have thein dealt in by petition to 
her maj. and that the house had heard the 
pagal relation of the said Monopolies, 
there was nothing concluded upon.”—But in 
the morning of next day, Nov. 24, upon loud 
contusion im the hause about these Monopolies, 
Mr. Sec, Cectl stood up, and said, “ The 
duty I owe, and my zcal to extinguish Mono- 
pohes, makes me to speak now, and to satisfy 


their opimions that think there shall be no re- 


dress of these. Monopolies, Order is attended 
with these two handmaids, Gravity and Zeal; 
but zeal with discretion. I have been (though 
unworthy) a member of this house im 6 or 
7 parliainents, vet, n¢ver did I see the house 
in sv grcat confusion, I believe there never 


Was in any purl, a more tender point handled 


than the Liberty of the Subject. | But that. 
wheu any is discussing this point, he should be 
cried-and cought down; this is more fit fora 
grumiar-school than a court of parl. I have 
been a counsellor of state these 12 years, yet 
did I never know it subject to construc- 
tion of levity and disorder; Much more ought 
we to be regardful in so great and grave an 
assembly. Why, we have had speeches upon 
speeches, withuut either order or discretion. 


One would have had us proceed by bill, and. 
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sce if the queen would have ‘denied it: ano- | late troubles, (incaning the earl of Essev’s 
ther, that the patents should be brought here mnatters,) but had an unturtunate event: but 
before us and cancelled; and this was bravely | that in the midst of her most great and weighty 
done. Others would have us to proceed by | vccasions, she thoucht upon them, And that 
way of petition, which course, do: ibtleys, ds | thiy should not suftice, but that further order 
best; but tor the 1st, and ¢ Tees for the | suuuld be taken presently, and not ‘in futuro,” 
2d, itis so ridiculous, that T think we should or that ulso was another word, which I take 
have as bad success as the devil himself would | it, ber maj. used;) and that some should be 
have wished in so good a cause, Why, if ee ntly repealed, some suspended, and none 
idije courses hid been tollow cd, we should lee In execution, hut such as should tirst have 
have gonc, forsooth, to the queen with a peti- | a trial according ta the law tor the good of the 
tion ty have repealed a patent of Monopoly acute: Against the abuses her wrath was sa 
of tobucco-pipes, and I know not how m: iny | ancensed, that she said, that she neither could 
conceits; but I wish every mai ta rest satis- | nor would suifer such to escape with impunity. 
fied until the committees have brought im | So to my unspeakable comturt, she hath made 
their resolutions according to your command- me the messenger of this her gracious thank 
menis.”” fulness and care. Now we see that the axe 
The Speaker acquaints the Touse, by the | of her prinecly Jusuce is laid to the root of 
Queen’s Order, that the Monopolies shall be re-\ the tree; and so we see her gooduess hath 
coked.] Nov 23, atter some bills had been preveated our counsels and consultations. God 
tend in the house, and silence commanded, | inake us thankful, and send ler long to reign 
the Speaker arose out of his chair, and every | amongst us. It through weakness of memory, 
mun wondering why he stood up, he said; | want of utterance, or frailty ot myoell, |b have 
« It pleased het maj to command me to at omitted any thing of her maj.’s commands, | 
tend upon her yesterday in the afternoon, | do most humbly crave pardon for the same; 
fron w ee Tam to deliver unto you all, her | and do beseech the hon, persons which assist 
ingj.’s most gracious message seut by my un- | this chair, and were present beture her, may. 
worthy self. She yields you all hearty thanks | at the delivery hereot, to supply and help my 
for your care and special regard of those things | Yupertections ; which jomed with my fear, 
that concern her state, kingdom, and conse- | have caused me (10 doubt) to torect somethin, 
quently ourselves, whose good she had alw avs | Which I should have delivered unto you.” 
tendered as her own; for our speedy resolution | After a lithe pause and low talking onc with 
in making of so hasty and free a subsidy; which | another, 
commonly succeeded but never w ent before our | Mr, Seer etary Cecil stood up and said, 
councils; and for our toyalty: ‘T do assure you | There needs no suoply of the memory af 
with such and so great zeal aud affection she the Speaker: but, because it pleased him tu de- 
uttered and shewed the same, that to-express | sire sume that be about him to aid his deliv Cry, 
it, our tongues are not able, neither our hearts | and because the rest of sav fellows be silent, i 
to conceive it. Tt pleased her maj. to say unto | will take upon me to de liver something which & 
me, ¢ That if she had an huadred tonenes she | both theu heard, and since knuw. i was pres- 
could not express our hearty sood- wills? And | sent with the rest of MV fulow-cuunsellors, and 
further she said, © That as she bad ever heid the message was the same that hath been told 
our good most dear, so the last dty of our (or | yous; and the cause hath not succeeded froin 
her) life should witness it; and that the least; any particular course thought upon, but frou 
of her subjects was not grieved, and sh not | private informations of some particul: iv per- 
touched.’ She appealed to the throne of .Al- | sons, [lave been very inquisitive of them, 
mighty God, how carcful she hath been, and | and of the cause why more importunity wag’ 
will be, to defend her people from all oppres- | now used than afore ; which I am atvaid comes 
sions. ‘She suid, ‘That partly by intimation | by being acquainted with some course of pro- 
of her council, "and partly by divers petitions | ceeding in this house. There are no patents 
that. have been "delivered unto her both going | now of force, which shall not presently be re 
to the chapel and also to walk abronul, she | voked: for what patent soever is granted, there 
understood that divers patents, which she had | shall be left to the overthrow of that patent, a 
ranted, were grievous to her subjects; and | liberty agreeable to the law. There is no pa- 
hat the substitutes of the patentces had nsed | tent if it be  malum in se,’ but the qucen was 
great oppressions.” But she said, ‘ she never ill apprized in her grant. But all to the gene- 
assented to grant any thing which was ‘malum | rality be unacceptable. I take it, there is no 
in se? And if in the abuse of her grant there | patent whereof the execution hath not been in- 
be any thing evil (which she took “knowledve jurious. Wonpld that thev had never becn 
there was) she herself would take present order | granted. T hope there shall never be more.” 
of reformation.’ I cannot express unto you PAll the House said Amen.] In particular, 
th apparent indignation of her maj. towards | most of these patents have been supported bv 
these abuses. She said that her kingly prero- | letters of assitance from her inaj.’s privy coun- 
gative (for so she termed it) was tender; and | cil; bnt whosoever luvks upon them shall find, 
therefore desircth us not to fear or doubt of | that they carry no other sule, than with rela 
her careful reformation; for she said, that her | tion to the patent. [ dare assure you trons 
gommandment: was given a little before the | henceforth there shall be uo more granted. 
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They shall all be revoked. Butta whom do 


they repair with these Ietters? to some out- 
house, to seme desolate widow, to some sim- 

le cottage, or poor trnorant people, who ra- 

her than they would be troubled and undo 
themselves by coming up hither, will vive any 
thing in reason for these caterpillar’s satisfac- 
tion. The notice of this is now public, and 
you will perhaps judge this to be a tale to 
serve the time. But l would have all men to 
know thus much, that it 1s no jesting with a 
court of parl.; neither dares any man (for my 
own part, | dure not) so mock and abuse all 
the statcs of this kingdom, in a matter of this 
consequence and importance. I say therefore, 
there shall be a proclametion genctal thronzh- 
out the realm, to notify her maj.’s resolution 
in this behalf. And because you may cat your 
meat more savoury than vou have done, every 
man shall have salt as good and cheap as he 
can buy it or make it, freely without danger of 
that patent, which shall be presently revoked. 
The sainc benefit shall they have which have 
cold stomachs, both for aqnavite and aqua 
composita and the like” And trey that Lave 
weak stomacis, for their satistaction, shall 
have vinegar and alegar, and the like, set at 
liberty. ‘Train-oil shall yo the sume way ; oil 
of blubber shall march in equal rank ; brushes 
and bottles endure the Jike judement. The 
patent for pouldavy, if it be not called in, it 
shall be. QOade, which, as I take it, is not re- 
strained either hy law or statute, but only by 
proclamation (I mean trom the former sowing) 
thonyh for the saving thereof it micht receive 
good disputation ; yet for vour satisfaction, the 

ueen’s pleasure is to revoke that proclama- 
tion; only she prayeth thus much, that when 
she cometh on progress to see you in your 
countries, she be not driven out of your towns 
by suffering it to infect the afr too near them. 
Those that desire to go sprucely in their rutts, 
may at less charge than accustomed, obtain their 
wish; for the patent for starch, which hath so 
much been prosecuted, shall now be repealed. 
There are other patents which be considcra- 
ble, as the patent of New Drapery, which 
shall be suspended and left to the law: Irish 
yarn, a matter that I'am sorry there is cause 
- of complaint; for the salvageness of the pco- 

pie and the war have frustrated the hope of 
the patcntce; a ‘gentleman of good service 
and desert, a sid subject to her naj. and a 
good member of the commonwealth, mr. Car- 
marthen: notwithstanding, it shall be sus- 
pended and left to the law. The patent for 
ealf-skins and fells, which was made with a 
relation, shall endure the censure of the law. 
Bat FT must cell you, there ts no reason that all 
should he revoked, for the queen means not to 
be swept out of her prerogative, I say, it shall 
be suspended, if the law do not warrant it. 
There is another servant of her ij.’s, mr. On- 
slow, ane of her pensioners, an honest gent. 
and a faithful servant, he hath the patent for 
steel, which one mr. Beale once had > this too 
because ‘of complaints shall be suspended. 


There js another that hath the parent for Leas 
ther, sir Ndw. Dyer, a gent. of good desert 

honest, religious, aod wisc; this Was granted 
unto him 30 years ago. It crept wot yn by the 
new iniszovernment of the time ; yet this shall 
also be suspended. The patent for Cards shall 
he seemed and triable by the common lay. 
The patent for Glasses, which though | do least 
apprehend to be prejudicial to fhe public goad, 
yet it is left to the law. There js another pa- 
tent for Saltpetre, that hath been both accused 
and slandered ; it dizs into every man’s house, 
it annoys the inhabitant, and generally trou- 
bleth the subject; for this [ beseecb you be 
contented. Yet [ know, J am to blame to desire 
it, it being condemned by you ‘ in foro con- 
scientie ;” bit ZT assure you it shall be fully 
sifted and tried {in foro judicn.’ Her may. 
means to take this patent unto herself, and adé 
vise with ber counsel touching the same. For 
I mast tell you the kingdoin is pot so well fur- 
nished with powder as now it should be, But 
fit be thought fit upgn advice to be cancelled, 
her majesty commanded me to tell you, that 
thonch she be willing to help the grave gent. 
that hath chat. patent, yet out of that abundant 
desire that she hath to give you compleat satis 
faction, it shall be repealed. This hath come 
to the car of the queen, and J have been most 
earncst to search for the instrument, and as a 
counsellor of state, have done my best cndea- 
vour to salve the sore? but J tear we are not 
secret within ourselves. Then J must nceds 
give you this for a future caution, That what 
soever is subject ta public expectation cunnot 
be good, while the parliament matters are or- 
dinary talk in the street. I have heard mysell, 
being in my coach, these words spoken aloud, 
: God prosper those that further the overthrow 
of these Monopolies; God send the Perernga- 
tive touch not our Liberty!” | will not wrong 
any so much as to imagine be was of this as- 
sembly ; yct let me give you this note, That 
the time was never more apt to disorder and 
make ill interpretation of good prea I 
think those persons would be glad that all so- 
yercignty were cnuverted into populanty ; we 
being here, are but the popular mouth, and 
our liberty, the liberty of the subject: and the 
world is apt to slander, most especially, the 
ministers of govt.—Thus much have I spoken 
to uccomplish my duty unto her nay. but not 
to make any further performance of the well 
uttered and gravely and truly delivered speech 
of the Speaker. But I must crave your tavour¥ 
a little longer to make an apology for mysclt. 
I have held the favour of this house as dear 3s 
wy life, and T have been told that I deserved 
to be taxed yesterday of the hause. I protest 
my zeal to have the business go forward in 8 
right and hopeful course; and my fear to di- 
please ber maj. by a harsh and rash procecd- 
ig, made me so much to lay aside my discre- 
tion, that I said it might rather be termed a 
school than a council, or to that effect. But 
by this speech if any think J called him school- 
boy, he both wrongs me and mistakes me 


s 


Shall I tell you what Demosthenes said to the 
clamours which the Athenians made, that they 
were ‘ pueriles & dignos pueris.”, And yet that 
yas to a popular state. And I wish that-what- 
soever js here spoken may be buried within 
these walls, Let us take example of the Jewish 
synagogue, who would always ‘ sepelire sena- 
tum cum honore,’ and not blast their own fol- 
ltes and imperfections. If any man in this 
house speak wiscly, we do him great wrong to 
interrupt him; it foolishly, let us bear him out, 
we shall have the more cause to tax him. Aud 
I do heartily pray, that no member of this 
house may ‘ plus verbis offendere quam con- 
silio juvare.” 7 
Address of Thanks, gc. to the Queen upon 
that Occasion.|| Mr. Francis Moore rose and 
said, ‘I must confess mr. Speaker, I moved the 
house both the last parl. and this touching this 
pout but I never meant (and I hope this 
use thiaketh so) to set limits and bounds to 
the prerogative royal. But now sceing it hath 
leased her ma). of herself, out of the abun- 
dance of her princely goodness, to sect at li- 
berty her subjects from the thraldom of those 
Monopolies, trom which there was no town, 
city, or country, free; I would be bold, in one 
Motion, to offer two considerations to this 
house. The 1st, that mr. Speaker might go 
unto her maj. to yield her our most humble 
and hearty thanks, and withal to shew the joy 
of her subjects for their delivery, and their 
thankfulness unto her for the same.: the other, 
that where divers speeches have been made 
extravagantly in this house, which doubtless 
have been told her maj. and perbaps all ill- 
conceived of by her; I would therefore that 
yor. Speaker not only should satisfy her maj. by 
way of apology therein, but also bumbly crave 
pardon for the samwe.” 
Mr. Wingfield said, “ My heart is not able 
to cpuceive the joy which I feel, and I assure 
you my tongue cannot utter the same. If a 
sentence of everlasting happiness had been pro- 
nounced unte me, it could not haye made me 
shew more outward joy than now I do, which 
J cannot refrain to express ; there could nothing 
have been more acceptahle to the subject than 
this message. And I verily think, if ever any 
of her maj.’s works be meritorious before God, 
this is. Ido agree with all my heart in the 
frst part of the gent.’s motion that last spake; 
but do utterly muslike the latter: fur it is not 
to be intended, we should have had so good 
and gracious 9 aie oe if the truth of ‘some 
eee speeches had been delivered unto 
er. And now for us to accuse ourselves, b 
excusing a fault with which we are not charged, 
were a thing iu my opinion inconvenicot, and 
unfitting the wisdom of this house.”—Upon 
hich it was put to the question and cancluded, 
That thanks shauid be returned by. the Speaker, 
and 12 members were named to go with him, 
gnd intreaty made to the privy council to ob- 
tain liberty to be admitted. 
Nov. 36. Mr. Downald moved the house, 
@ First that this gracious Messuge, which bad 
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been sent from her maj. mizht be written ie 
the books of Records of this house, (being wore 
thy to be written in gold) as well as it is writ- 
ten and tixed in the true heart of every good 
subject ndly, That the hon. assembly of this 
house would move her maj. and be earnest 
means of specd, Icst that which 13 now meant 
indeed, inay, by protraction of ume be altered, 
or perhaps not so happily effected.” 

Mr. Sec. Cecil said, “IL pruinised to be as 
silent as I could. Among much speech of the 
wise, there wants not much folly, much more 
in me. I do not speak because I do dislike the 
motion of the gent. that last spake, but to de- 
fend the diligence und grace of the queen, I¢-_ 
is no matter of wy tor a prince to notify in 
public a matter of this weight. Though the 
idol of a monopoly be w great mouster, yet 
atter two or three days [ doubt not but you 
shall sce him dismembered : and I protest there 
is not any soul that lives deserves thanks in 
this cause but.our sovercign. Yesterday the 

ueen gave order tor a draught of a proclama- 
uon. {had itin my hand. You all know, [ 
went even now out of the house; then I read 
it and sent for him that should deljivér it to her 
hands. Now what needs this new zeal?” 

Mr. Davis said, “ Mr. Speaker, that which 
was delivered unto you from her sacred self, [ 
think to be gospel, thatis, glad tidings: and as 
the gospel is registered and written, so would I 
havéthat also; tor if ever glad udings came te 
the heart of the subject, they now come.” - 

Sir George Moure said, “ This eating and 
fretting disease of Monopolies I have ever de- 
tested with my heart; and the greater the gric- 
vance is, the more sieauenchle is the grave 
wisdom of her maj. in repealing them. And 
therefore for us to think we can sufficiently 
requite the same, it were to hold a candle be- 
tore the sun to dim the light. And seeing she, 
in her clemency and care to us, hath taken the 
matter into her own hands, [ wish the matter 
may be no more spoke of, muchi less proceeded 
in.” | | 

Sir Francis Hastings said, “ It ought to be 
written in the tables of our hearts, &c.” 

Mr. Lawrence Hide. “ 1 think the gent. 
that set this motion on foot, spake out of joy 
for her maj.’s gracc aud zeal to have perforny 
ance of her promise. In that he wished it might 
be recorded in paper here ar parchment, it is 
not to be intended but he ment also in our 
hearts, which remain no longer than we live: 
but records remain long, and will give a lively 
memory in agesto come. And therefore for 
that part of his motion 1 think it very good, and 
wish the clerk nay do it accordingly.” 

Mr. Comptroller. “ I think he that first 
moved this question, excecdingly forgot himself, 
and exceedingly detracted froin her maj. ; who, 
I know, out of her abundant love and grace to 
this house, hath takcn such speedy course, aa 
hath been delivered by my fellow-couneellor. 
With that affection she embraceth this house 
that in more familiar than princely sort, it hath 
pleased her to sax, peponuucnd me to the house 
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with thanks for their promise and care for [ vereien) in all duty and thankfulness we ac. 


their common good.” 

Mr. Speaker suid, “ My heart is not able to 
conceive, nor my tongue to utter the jov Lcon- 
ecived of her may.’s gracious and especial care 
for our good. Where.ore as God himself said, 
‘ Gloriam meam alteri non dabo,’ so may her 
maj. say, in that she herself will be the only 
and speedy agent for performance of our most 
humble and most wished desires. Wherefore 
let us not doubt but, as she hath heen, so she 
still will be, our most geacious sovercign and 
natural nursing-mother unto us. Whose davs 
the Almighty God prolong to all our coinforts.” 
All said linen. 

‘ Nov, 27. Mr. Sccrefery declared, “ That 
according to the direction of this house, her 
nya). hath becn informed of the exceeding and 
inestimable joy and comfort, which this House 
hath received by a message, lately published, 
sent from her highness by mr. Spcaker: and 
hath been likewise moved to sixnify her hich- 
Ness's pleasure touching the determination of 
this house, in appointing mr, Speaker, with 
soine sclected company of the same, to render 
the most hmable and dutiful thanks of this 
whole house for the said message: and her 
gracious Answer was, ‘That her maj. being ac- 
quainted with the said desires of this house, 
did vouchsafe that mr. Speaker with 40, 50, or 
100 of this house, such as should thereunto he 
appointed, should have access unto her mai. 
for the same purpose, upon Mordoy next, and 
should be all welcome.”—Whereupon were 
appointed the knights for all the shires, lord 
Roward, lord Clinton, all knights, members of 
this honse, and. several others—Mr. Comp- 
troller added, that the queen had commanded 
him to tell the house; “ That the reason of 
her limitation of having a convenient nuin- 
ber was, that the place whercunto we should 
come, was not big enough to receive us all.” 

Lhe Speaker's Speech.] Nov. 80th, in the 
afternoon, the Speaker with about 140 of the 
commons met at the vreat chamber before the 
council room; when all being admitted into 
the said room, the queen sitting under a ca- 
nopy at the upper end of it; the Speaker, after 
three low reverences made, spake as follows: 

“© Most sacred and more than most gracions 
Sovercign, We your faithful, loyal and obcdient 
subjects and commons here present, vouch- 
sated of your especial goodness (to our un- 
speakable comfort) access to your sacred pre- 
sence, do im all duty aud humbleness, come to 
ee that which no words can express, most 

umble and thankful acknowledgment of your 
most gracious message, and most bounden and 
humble thanks for your maj.’s most abundant 
goodness extended and performed to us, We 
cannot say, most gracious sovereign, we have 
called and been heard, we have complained 
and have been helped; though in all duty and 
thanktulness we acknowledge, your sncred ears 
are ever open, and ever bowed down to hear 
ns, and your blessed hands ever stretched out 
ta: rebeve us; we acknewledve (sacred so- 
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knowledge, that before we call, vour prevent- 
ing grace and all-deserving goodness doth 
watch over us for our wood; more ready to 
cive than we can desire, much less deserve, 
That attribute which is most proper unto 
God, to perform all he promiseth, Appertain- 
eth also unto you our most gracious sovercign 
queen of all truth, of all constancy, of all guod- 
ness, never wearied in doing good unto us; (the 
decds themselves do speak) most careful to 
provide all good things for us; most gracions, 
Inast tender to remove all grievances from us, 
which all your princely actions have ever shew- 
ed, and even now your most gracious published 
proclamation, of vour own only meer motion 
and special grace for the good of all your peo- 
ple, doth witness to ns. We come not, sacred 
sovercien, one of ten to render thanks, and the 
rest to go awav unthankfal: but all of usin all 
duty and thankfulness, do throw down ourselves 
at the fect of your'maj. do praise God and 
bless vour maj. Neither do we present onr 
thanks in words of any ontward thing, which 
can be no suthcient retribution for so great 
eoodness; but, in all duty and thankfulness, 

rostrate at vour feet, we present our most 
loval and thankful hearts, even the last drop 
of hlood in our hearts, and the last spirit of 
breath in our nostrils, to be poured ont, to be 
breathed up for your satety.”—Then after three 
low reverences made, he with the rest kneeled 
down, and ber maj. Legan thus to answer her- 
self, viz. 

The Queen’s Answer.] “ Mr. Speaker, we 
have heard ‘your declaration, and perceive your 
care of our state, by falling into the considera- 
tion of a grateful acknowledgment of such be- 
nefits as you have received; and that- your 
coming is to present thanks unto us, which I 
accept with no less joy than your loves can 
have desire to offer such a present. I do as- 
eure you, that there is no prince that. loveth 
his subjects better, or whose love can counter- 
vail our Jove; there is no jewel, be it of never 
so rich a price, which I preter before this 


jewel, I mean your love; for I do more esteem 


it than any treasure or riches; for that we 
know how to prize, but love and thanks [ 
count inestimable. And though God hath 
raised me high, yet this I count the glory of 
my crown, that I have rcigned with your 
loves, This makes me that I do not so much 
rejoice, that God hath made me to be a queen. 
as to he a queen over so thankful a people. 
Therefore I have cause to wish nothing more 
than to content the subject, and that is a duty 
which I owe. Neither do I desire to live 
Jonger davs, than that I may see your pros- 
perity, and that is my only desire. And as I 
am that person that still, yet under God, hath 
delivered you’; so I trust, by the Almighty 
power of God, that T still shall be his instru- 
ment to preserve you from envy, peril, diss 
honour, shame, tvranny and oppression, partly 
by means of your intended helps, which wa 
take very acceptably, because it manitesteth 


so 
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the largeness of your loves, and loyalties unto 
your sovereign. Of myself I must say this, [ 
ever was auv greedy, scraping grasper, nor 
@ strait fast-holding prince, nor yet a waster; 
wy licart was never set on worldly goods, but 
only tor my subjects goud. What you do 
bestow on ime, | will net hoard it up, but re- 
receive it to bestow op vou again. Yea, mine 


own properties 1 count yours, to be expended. 


for yuur good. ‘Yheretore render unto them 
from me, 1 beseech-you, mr. Speaker, such 
thanks as you lmagine my heart vieldeth, but 
my ftougue cunnot express.” All this while 
they kneeled. Whereupon her maj. said, 
“Mr. Speaker, 1 would wish vou and the rest 
to stand up, tor,I shall vet trouble you with 
longer speech.” .Se they all stuod up, and she 
went on inher speech. 4 ‘Mr. Speaker, vou 
give me thanks, but ] doubt me, 1 have more 
cause te thauk you all, than vou me: and I 
charge you to thank them of the house of 
eviminons trom me; tor had I not reccived a 
knowledge trom you, I might have fallen into 
the lap of an error, only tor lack of true in- 
formation. Since I was queen, yet never did 
i put my pen to any grant, but that upon pre- 
text and semblance made yvato me, that it 
was both good and beneficial to the subjects 
in general, though @ private profit to some of 
my ancicnt servants who had deserved well: 
but the contrary being tound by experience, I 
um exceeding behulding to such subjects as 
would move the same at first. And I am not 
so situple to suppose, but that there be some 
of the lower house. whom these grievances 
never touchcd;.and for them I think they 
speak out of zeal to their countries, and not 
vut of spleen or malcvolent affection, as being 
partes grieved; and I take it exceeding grate- 
tul from them, because it gives us to know that 
no respects or interests had moved thern, other 
than the miuds they bear to suffer no diminu- 
tion of our honour, and our subjects love unto 
-us. The zeal of which affection; tending to 
ease my people and kuit their hearts unto me. 
Z.embrace with a princely care; far above all 
earthly treasure 1 estcem my people’s love, 
snore than which I desire not to merit. That 
may grants should be gricvous to my people, 
and oppressious to be privileged under colour 
of our patents, our kingly dignity shall not 
suffer it; yea, when 1 heard it, [ could give 
no rest to my thoughts until I had reformed it. 
Shall they thnk to escape unpunished, that 
have thus oppressed you, aud have been re- 
—spectiess of their duty, and regardless of our 
honour? No, Mr. Speaker, | assure you, it 
is more-for conscience-sakc, than for any glory 
or increase of love, that I desire these errors, 
troubles, vexutions and oppressions done by 
these varlets. and lewd persons, not worthy 
the name of subjects, should not escape with- 
out condign punshment. But I perceive they 
dealt wath me like physicians, who ministering 
a.drug make it more acceptable by giving it a 

od aromatical savour, or when they give 
pully do gild thgm allover. I baye ever used 
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to set the last judgment day betore mine cves, 


and so to rule as I shall be judged to answer 


beture a higher judge. ‘To whose judgment 
seat 1 do appeal, that never thought was 
cherished in my heart that tended nut to my 
people’s good. And now if my kingly bounty 
hath been abused, and my grants turned to 
the burt of my people, contrary to my will 
and meaning; or Woany in authority under 
me, have nevlected or perverted what I have 
committed to then, £ hope God will not fay 
their culps and vitences to my charge; and 
tuough there were danger in repealing our 
erants, vet what danger would not T rather 
ineur tor your good, than I would suffer them 
sull to continue? I know the tide of a king is 
a glorious ute; but assure yourself, that the 
shining glory of princely authority hath not-so- 
dazied the eyes of our understanding, but that 
we well know and remember, that we also are 
to yield an account of vur actions Letore the 
creat judge. ‘To Le aking and wearn crown is 
more vlorious to them that see it, than it is 
pleasure to them that bear it. For myself, F 
was never sv much enticed with the glorious 
name of a king, or royal authority of a queen, 
as dcliguted that God hath made me his in-’ 
strument to maintain his truth and elery, and= 
to defend this kingduin (as [ suid) from peril, 
dishonour, tyranny and oppression. ‘there 
will never queen sit in ny seat with more zeal 
to my country, or care to my subjects, and 
that will sooner, with willingness, yield and 
venture her ite for your vood and safety than 
myself, And though you have had, aud may 
have, inany princes more nughty and wise, 
sitting in this seat, vet vou never had, or shall 
have, any that will be more caretil and loving, 
Should I ascribe any thing to myself and my 
sexly weakness, [ were nov worthy to live 
then, and of all most unworthy of the mer- 
cies I have had from God, who bath ever vet 
viven me a heart which never yet feared fo- 
reign or home enenucs. I speak it to give 
(sod the praise as a testiuuny berure you, 
and not to attribute any ching unto mvself: 
tor I, O Lord, what am J, whom practices 
and perils past should not rear! O what can [ 
do (these she spake with a great emphasis) 
that I should speak tor any glory ! Ged torbid, 
‘This, mr. Speaker, [ prav vou, deliver unto 
the house, to whom hearuly recommend me, 
And so I comunit you all to your best fortunes, 
and further councils, Aud I pray you, mr. 
Comptroiler, mr. Secretary, and you of my 
council, that before these gentlemen depart 
mto their countries, you bring theia all to kiss 
my hand.” | oF 52 
Great Increase of Subsidies.) Dec. 5, the 
Bill for granting four enure Subsidies and elzht 
15ths and 10ths was read-a 3d time; passed 
upon the question, without any opposition ; 
and concluded in the Lords on the t5th. Upon 
these Subsidies, which were monstrous things 
lu those dayg; we cannot avoid giving v nore, 
which sir Symonds D'Ewes mikes on this oc 
casion, “ Nota, That whereas in the par, 
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which was begun and holden at Westminster, 
$5 Eliz. 1592, the knights, citizens and bur 
gesses of the House of Commons were not 
drawn without much and long dispute, both 
@mongst themselves and with the Lords, to 
yield unt the Grant of 3 Subsidies and six 
Z5ths and 10ths (being a greater gilt than had 
ever before been given unto her maj.) and 
that the same was then also assented unto in 
respect of the great dangers newly threatencd 
unto her maj. from Rome. and Spain; with 
caution and promise, nevertheless, that it 
sbould not be drawn into precedent for future 
mes; yet In the next parl. which ensued in 
39 Eliz. 1597, although none of the said im- 
maiment dangers, which had becn feared in the 
abovementioned 35th year of her maj.’s reign ; 
had to that time come into any real execution, 
the House of Commons was, notwithstand- 
ing, again drawn to yield unto the same pro- 
puruon of 3 Subsidies and'six 15ths and 10ths, 
to be paid also unto her maj. within a shorter 
time: and now, lastly, in this present parl, 
48 and 44 [Fliz. 1601, the said House was 
drawn, in respect chiefly of the troubles of 
Ireland, where the Spaniard had set footing, 
to present unto her highness the extraordinary 
amd great pitt of 4 Subsidies and eight 15ths 
and 10ths.” 

Debute on aBill against profane Cursing and 
Swearing.) A bill against usual and profane 
Cursing and Swearing, having been twice readin 
this house,and urdereti to be enyrossed,mr.Glas- 
cock stood up and said, “ Man is made of two 
parts, a soul and a body; and there are two 


governments, the ane inpcrial, the other sa-_ 


cerdotal; the 1st belonging to the Common- 
Wealth, the 2d to the Church. Swearing is a 
thing moral, and toucheth the soul, and there- 
fore titter to be spoken of in a pulpit than in 
ale If the God of Abrahain, the God of 
gaac, and the God of Jacub bath sworn, his 

ague shall not depart from the house of the 
wearers, why should we not seck to repress 
this vice, which brings a plague, which breeds 
mortality, that breeds destruction, desolation, 
and the utter run of the common-wealth? If 
he forbids us to swear, and we fear not his 
commandments, think you a pain of 10s. as 
here sct down, will i us retrain this ini- 
quity? It is as hard for this penalty to restruin 
this sin, as for religion to spring out of the 
common law and to tuke effect. Moses, when 
he saw God, could but see bis back parts 
only, and no man ever saw more. Why, 


fectly, as though they had seen him all over. 


(ss 


our law. A justice of péace is a living crea- 
ture, that for half a dozen of chickens, wilk 
dispense with a whole dozen of penal statutes. 
We search und ingross; they retail. These be 
the basket-justices, of whom the tale may be 
verified of a justice, that I know, to whom 
one of his puor neighbours coming, said, ‘ Sir, 
T am very highly rated in tlre Subsidy-book, I 
beseech you to hefp me.’ To whom he an- 
swered, ‘I know thee not.” ‘ Not me sir,’ 
quoth the country-mnan? ‘ Why vour worshi 
had my teen, and ny oxen such a day, and 
have ever been at your worship’s services 
‘ have you so,’ quoth the justice, * I never re- 
membered 1 had any such niatter, no nota 
shecp’s-tail.’ So unless you offer sacrifice to 
the idol-justices, of sheep and: oxen, they 
know you not. If a warrant come from the 
lords of the council to levy 100 men, he will 
levy 200; and what with chopping in and 
crossjig out, he will gain 100]. by the bargan. 
Nay, if he be to send’ out a warrant, upon a 


Taan’s: request, to have’ atiy fetched in upon 


suspicion ot fcloiy, or the like; he’ will write 
the warrant himsclf, and’ you wnust put Qs. in 
lis pocket as his clerk’s fee, (when God knows 
he keeps but 2 or 3 hindes) for his better main- 
tenance. Why we have here 5 bills; of 
Swearing, going toChurch, Good-Ale, Drunken- 
ness and .... this is as good to theni as if you 
had given them a Subsidy and two 15ths. Only 
in that point I imislike the billy fur the rest I 
could wish it good passage.” 

Sir Francis Hastings said, “* That such jus- 
tices were well worthy tu be locked up in an 
ambery. But he wished that all might not be 
censured for one evil, who though he neglected 
both the care of conscience and country which 
he should love, yet, doubtless, many did not 
so; as being touched in conscience to remem- 
ber that our long peace should make us cate- 
ful to please hin in doing of justice, that had 
preserved us, and was the author of our peace, 
God himscit.” And thereupon the bill was in- 


grossed : 


Debate on a Bill for resorting to Church.} 
A bill for the more diligent Resort to Church 
upon Sundays, was read a 2ud time, when 

Mr. Roger Owen spoke to this effect : “That 
he misliked the bill fur two respects ; the one for 
the penalty, the other in respect of the party 
punishing, that is, the justice. For the first, the 
penalty is 12d. It is well known that the 
poorest recusant in England ought, as well as 


! the rich, to pay his 201. aud for want of lands 
these Swearers swear by all his parts, so per- ; 


upd goods, his body is hable; and thercfore 
we shat! doubly punish him, which is agaist 


Philip, king of France, made a law that the | law. For the other, toaching .the justice, I 
Swearer should be drowned; another law | think it too great a trouble, and they are ever 
was made, that a certain sum sliould be pre- | loaden with a namber of penal statutes, yea, 4 
sently paid as soon as he had sworn, or clse | whole alphabet, as appear’ by Hussey in the 
the Swearer to lose his head. We use so much ! time of Henry VIL. And this is 2 matter 90 ob- 
lenity in our laws, that we had as good muke | vious, that a justice of peace’s house will be 
‘no law, for we give a penalty, and to be taken | like a quartet-sessions, with the multitude of 
upon conviction betore « justice of peace; , these complaints. I think also it id an infrin 

here is wise stuff. First mark what a justice : ment of Magna Charta, fur thet gives’ trial 
of peace is, and we shull easily find a gap in ; ‘ per pares,’ but-this by two- witnesses beforee 

: - 
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justice of the peace. And by this statute, if a 
justice of the peace come into the quarter- 
sessions, ang say it is agood oath, this.isas good 
as an indictment: therefore fur my part, away 
with the bill.” 

Sir Francis Hastings, “ I never, in my 
life, heard justices of the peace taxed betore in 
this sort: for ought I know, justices of peace 
be men of quality, honesty, experience and 
justice, I would ask the gent. that last spake, 
but two questions; the 1st, If he would have 
any penalty at all inflicted? The Qnd, If in 
the tirst statute, or in this, an casier way for 
the levying of this 12d. cau be? If he deny 
the first, i know his scope; if the 2nd, no 
man but himself will deny it. And to speak 
so in both, is neither gravely, religiously nor 
rightly spoken, And theretore for God, the 
queen, and our country’s sake, I beseech a 
commitment,” | 

Sir Carew Reynolds, The sabbath is ar- 
dained for four causes; 1st, to meditate on the 
ompipotency of God; 2ndly, to assemble us 
together to give thanks; Srdly, that we might 
be the better enabled to follow our own affairs ; 
4thiy, that we might hallaw that dav and sanc- 
tity the same. King James IV. of Scotland, in 
the vear 1512, and king James VI. in the year 
1579, did erect and ratify a law, that whoso- 
ever kept either fair or market upon the sab- 
bath, his moveables shuuld presently be given 
to the poor. Men gathering of sticks were 
stoned to death, because that was thought to 
be a kind of prophanation of the sabbath. I 
doubt not but great reformation will come if 
this bill pass: to the better effecting whereof, 
I humbly pray, that if there be imperfections 
in it, it may be committed.” 

Sir George Moore. “ For the gent. that last 
spake, and so much inveighed ayaunst justices, 
it may be it procceds out of the corruption of 
his heart; howsoever, [I isean not to search it, 
or answer him; only I turn bim to Sulumon, 
and mean to answer him with silence. With- 
out going to Church, and dying christian du- 
ties, we cannot be religious, and by relizion-we 
learn both our duty to God and to the queen, 
In doing our duty to God, we shall be better 
enabled to do our duty to our prince. And 
the Word biddeth us, that we should give to 
God that which 1s due to God ¢ et Cxsari que 
sunt Cesaris.” Amongst many laws which we 
have, we have none for constraint of God's 
service: I say, none, though one was made 
in primo of this queen, because that law ts no 
law which takeg no force; for § executio lexis 
vita legis.” Then Jet us not give such cause of 
comfort to our adversaries, that having drawn 
a bill in question for the service of our God, 
we should stand so much in questioning the 
same. Once a month coming tu church ex- 
cuseth us from danger of the Jaw, but not from 
the commandment of God, who saith, ¢ Thou 
shalt sanctify the Sabbath day, that is, every 
Sabbath. This bill ties the subject to so much 
and no more, which being agrceable with the 
law of God, and the rule of policy, I see ng rea- 

Vor. 1. 


son why we should stand so strictly in giving it - 
a commitment,” 

Mr. Bond. “ IT wish the Sabbath sanctified 
according to the precise rules of God’s com- 
mandment, but [ wish that st, Augustin’s rule 
may be observed in the manner, § non jubenda, 
sed docenda, magis monendo quam unnando,’ 
I hke not that power should be given to the 


Justices of peace; for who almost are not 


grieved at the Juxuriant authority of justices of 
peace? By the statute of 1 Edw, ILI. they 
must be good men, and lawful, no maintainers 
uf evil, but moderate in exccution of Jaws; tor 
magistrates be men, and men have always at- 
tending on them two ministers, ¢ hbidia ct ira- 
cundia ;? men of this nature do subjugate the 
freesborn subject. Clerks can do mach, chil- 
dren more, and wives most. It is dangerous 
therefore to give authority m so dangerous a 
thing as thisis, which I hold worth vour second 
thoughts, ‘ que solent esse prudentiores.’ Her 
maj. during all the time af her reign, hath becy 
clement, gracious, meck, and merciful, yea, 
chusing rather ‘ dclinquere,’ I know not how to 
term it, in lenity and notin crucity. But, by 
this statute, there is a constraint to come to 
Divine Service, and for neglect all must pay, 
‘ Plectentur achivi:’ the poor commonalts, 
whose strensth and quictness is the strength 
and quietness of us all, he only shall be pu- 
ished, he vexed. For will any think that a 


justice of peace will contest with as good a mau 


as himself? No, this ace is too wise. I leave 
it to this house, whether it stand with policy, 
when four Subsidies and eight 15ths be now 
granted, to bring the poorer sort into greater 
fear by these and such like laws, ‘ Malus custus 
diuturnitatis metus.” And in the gracious 
speech, which her maj. lately delivered unto 
us, she used this, that she desired to be be- 
loved of her subjects. It was au wise spcecit 
of a wise prince, for an historian saith, ¢Pinor 
excitatin vindictam. Thercicre, mr. Speaker, 
I mislike the bill in that point touching jushices, 
and also touching taxation. 1 will only say 
thus much with Panutiusin the Nicene council, 
* Absit quod tain grave Juguin fratiibus nusiris 
imponamus.” 

Mtr Comptroller, said, “ Tam sorry, after 
43 years under her ma).’s huppy government, 
that we shall now dispute to counnit a tail of 
this nature. And I would that any voice durst 
be so bold or desperate as tu cry, ‘ Away with 
this bill.” ‘The old statute gives the penalty ; 
this new, only sncedier means to levy it. [ 
much marvel that men will, or dare, accuse jus- - 
tices of peace, ministers to her ma). without 
whom the commonwealth cannot be. If this. 


-boldness go on, they will accuse judges, and 


lastly, the seat of justice itrelf. ‘That all jus- 
tices should be thus generally accused, this is 
meer barbarism indeed. When her maj. shall 
have understanding hereof, it will be no cone 
tent unto her, and a scandal unto us all.” 

Mr. Gluscock. ‘In that I am taxed to tax 
justices of peace, Tam to pray the house to. 
give me leave to make an apology for myself. 
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Mr. Speaker, I will not deny that I spake, 
and protest it in my conscience, I spake only 
of the inferior sort of justices, commonly called 
basket-justices; against these I will not speak 
what I spake last, but other matter in other 
terms. ‘Lhey be ike the wise men of Chaldee, 
that could vever give judginent till they saw 
the entrails of beasts, Our statutes penal, be 
like the beast born inthe morning, at his full 
growth at noon, and dead at nieht: So these 
Statutes quick in execution, are hke a wonder 
for nine days; so longafter, they be at height; 
but by the end of the year, they are carried 
dead 1n a basket to the justice’s house.” 

Mr, Speaker. “ Mr. Glascock, you speak 
from the matter and purpose, and this that you 
have spoken you must justity.” 

_ Mr. Martin. “ Tamrather willing to speak, 
in that I would willingly have an end of this 
matter. I think we ail agree upon the sub- 
stance, that it is fit the sabbath should he sanc- 
tified. The other matter, which is the impe- 
-diment, I know it is a gricf, but I leave it as 
matter more fit to he decided at a committee 
than here. And theretore, for the honour of 
the queen and of her govt. I wish it may be 
committed without further argument.” 

Sir Robert Wroth. “ I think the office of 
justice of peace is tad good a calling for him 
that exclaims against it, and I think he will 
never have the honour to have it. It were 
good they were named, and that he told who 
they were ; otherwise honest men will be loch 
to serve the queen, when they shall be slan- 
dered without proof. Therefore I would he 
might answer it at the bar.” 

Mr. Johnson. ‘ This bill is an excellent bill; 
and [have observed that all the speeches yet 
spoken, have been.interlarded with other mat- 
ter. The gent. now protesteth he spake of 
basket-justices; I appeal to the whole house, 
whether his definition were not general, viz. 
f A justice of peace is a kind of living creature, 
that for half a dozen of chickens will dispense 
with a dozen of penal statutes.’ I think it is 
well known that the hon. that sit about the 
Chair, and all the rest of her maij.’s privy coun- 
cil, have and do hold the same place, and this 
toucheth them as much inferior justices. And 
thercture I humbly pray he may answer it at 

the bar, and that it may not be passed over 
with silence.”—But all said, No, No. 

Mr. Hide. “ Every man agrees this bill 
hath good matter, and we all agree and con- 
sent to the substance, though dissent to the 
form; some have more wit, and some have 
more understanding than others. If they of 
meaner capacity ahd judgment spake imperti- 
nently, Iet us not in a spleen straight cry,. 
* Away with the bill,’ but Jet us give it the same 
favour we give to bills of far inferior nature, 
that is a cominitment.”—Accordinsly the bill 
was COmmitted. | 

Complaint against Pirates from Dunkirk, 
&c.] Dec. 3rd, Mr. Dannet, member for Yar- 
mouth, got up and said :—“ May it please 
you, mr. Speaker, the duty I owé to my so- 


GO nt 


your patience to hear me. The matter that I 
speak of is twofold, the 1st concerneth the ho- 
nour of the queen; the 2nd the safety of our 
country; two very high points for me to han- 
dle, and require a more eloquent discourse 
than I am able to make. I will use no circum- 
stance, or with superfluous matter abuse the 
time which is very precious, but to the matter. 
I have been of the parl. 5 or 6 times, and I 
have always observed by this house (and I 
would willingly be resolved by the honourable 
about the Chuir) that all the wars of her my. 
are wars offensive, and I do not hear the con- 
trary: how then comes it that such a number 
of her maj.’s subjects be spoiled, robbed, beat- 
en, wounded, themselves taken, used with such 
extreme torture, racked, carried away, Impr- 
soned, ransomed, fined, and some executed ; 
and all this time no wars? But, give me leave, 
for these ten years, I am sure, the subjects of 
this land, on the sea-coast, have undergone 
these tyrannies, and by whom? Even by two 
base towns, Dunkirk and Newport. Dunkirk 
began with two ships, and are now encrensed 
to almost 20. They are at home at supper, 
and the next day here with us. I must needs 
confess the great charge that I know the lord- 
adiniral is at continually by lying ready to take 
these pirates, Send to take them, they straight 
fly hone: if our ships return they are straight 
here again. I dare boldly say it, they have 
done England morc hurt since they began, than 
all France, either in the time of Hen. VIII. 
Edw. VI. or queen Mary. If it be so that 
these two base towns shall so affront the power 
of this land, I see no reason why they should 
be suffered: for it is a great dishonour both 
unto the queen and unto the kingdom. T have 
heard many say, that the navies are the walls 
of the kingdom ; but we suffer our ships still to 
he destroved, to be burnt, and to be sunk be- 
fore our faces. We may compare our seamen 
to shcep feeding upon a fair mountain, in the 
midst whereof stands. a little grove full of 
wolves: why, mr. Speaker, we are so plagued 
with them, that they be so bold, as now and 
then to take our harvest-men tardy, by am- 
buscadoes. I sneak with grief, and it was re- 
ported unto me by a Scottish man, that duke 
Albert and the Infanta should plainly de 
that they would pull down so many of the walls 
of England, that they would easily make an 
entry. And it had been better for sea-coast 
men to have given the queen an hundred Sub- 
sidies, that they had been long since suppressed. 
My humble motion is, That it would please the 
house to enter into consideration of these 
things, for the honour, good, and safety, both 
of the queen and of the kingdom.” ; 
Mr. Peake. ‘ I must needs shew unto this 
house (upon so good an occasion offered) how 
grievously the town of Sandwich, for which I 
serve, is vexed and almost undone; insomuch, 
as in that town there is neither owner, master, 
or mariner, that hath not felt it. Her may. 1s 
continually at charge, but what ensueth or 
cometh of it, £ never yct knew. If in the 


yereign and country makes me beld to crave | county of Kent at Shooter’s-lill, Gadd’s-bill, 
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Barhath-down, &c. there should many and | ceive great difference betwixt 1 Eliz. when’ 


ofter robberies be committed, and the justices | time was, and this law of 44 Eliz, as now 
look not to it, this were but an ill part. Every) it is. Then the people were newly taken 
day men come home, thcir goods and all they | from massing and supersution: now they are 
have taken away, yea their very apparel; and | planted in truth, and rvoted in religion. The 
if the ships might also be carried away, they | light did then scarce appear unto them, which 
would do it. This should be amended and | now shineth with glorious beams upon our 
looked into. We had need to cherish this | teachers and ecclesiastical judges, Suppose 
subject; I think him to be the best and most | that a neglector of church service comes to 
necessary inember of the commonwealth, [| the sessivus there to be examined, alledging 
mean the navigater.” an excuse; many businesses so concern the 

Mr. Secretary Cecil. “ My speech shall] doer not to be known, that to speak truth 
only tend to advance the motion of the gent. | would be a wound unto his conscience; and 
that spake first in this point. If we would | to say his business, was a meer mockery; and 
have remedy, we are to consider two things; | to say an untruth, an apparent danger. If 
Ast, That it will be a matter of charge; and | this ee may stand fur a law, methinks if 
2udly, That there must be a distribution there- | foresee what breach of charity will happen, 
of. For the Ist, Ileave it to you; for the 2ud, | Say there be 40 in a town absent, the church- 
it is out of my element. Withal T must ex-/ warden presents some and not others: it will 
cuse them that have authority tu remedy this; | be objected unto him, Wherefore should I be 
for untess you would have a continual charge! presented and not he? Why, my wife, my 
unto her maj. bv having ships lying betwixt us| son, iny servant, my friend, not his? &c. 
and Dunkirk, it is impossible but that at some | Will not this be a great breach to unity and 
times thicse robberies wll be committed. 1] peace? just prosecution will be infinitely cums 
could very well agree to bring this motion to 
some head, being a matter, in mine opinion, 
very considerable in a committee.” And all 
said, Ay, ay,ay. 

Mr. Dannet. “T would only move the house 
that some masters of ships and seamen might 
be sent for to attend at the committee.”— 
Whercupon it was ordered to be considered of 
and referred to committees, viz. all the privy 
council being members of this house, the 
qneen’s learned council being of this house, sir 
Waiter Raleigh, the burgesses for ports and 
sea-faring towns, and others. 

Further Debate on the Bill for resorting to 
Church.] Dec. 12th, the bill for coming to | 
Church on Sundays was read a 3rd time; and 
another debate arose upon it. 

Mr. Bund. “ This bill as it is now in- 
grossed, much ditfereth from the first which 
was here presented, which I the better like | 
of. Notwithstanding, in my opinion, the bill 
as altogcther necdless, and divers reasons move 
me to think it both incunvenient and unneces- 
sary. Every cvil in a state is not to be met 
with in a law; and as it is in natural, so it is 
in politic bodics, that sometimes the remedy 
is worse than the discase. And therefore par- 
ticular laws against particufar offences induce 
novelty, and in novelty contempt. If this bill i? L oe 
passcth, there will be two imputations happen ; is most detestable which hath not religion to 
to the state, which wisdom wills us both to, warrant it, so is that religion most happy 
foresce and shun: the 1st an infamy to our; which hath policy to back and maintain it. 
ministers, that our adversaries may say, This | 1 kuow the Jesuits and priests be out of square, 
is the fruit of your labour to have preached | and be at a jarr amongst themselves: 1 pray 
away your audience out of the church: the! God it be not to make a breach among us, 
2d no less, but rather a greater imputation | who be yet in unity, Wait well applied is a 
upon our abps, and other ecclesiastical gover-| protitable thing; but ill apphed, dangerous, in 
nors, that they be cither remiss in their.au-! whomsvever doth abuse it. ‘Vbere js a0 man 
thority, or else that their prerogative hath | of sense and religion, but thinketh that he is 
not so inuch power as a twelvepenny fine. ; tar from religion,” pointing at mr. Bond, “ that 
And, doubtless, these Imputanions cannot be | spoke Inst. First, he said, it would be an un- 
avoided, if we vive the Jesuits such head, pntation to our ministers. ‘That speech was 
scope and comfort, as they, in their Writings, | both absurd in judgment, and slanderous in 
greedily apprebend. Ido, mr. Speaker, con-, utteriuz: as though by the ministers of the 


quarrel. Notwithstanding this statute, we 
leave power to the ecclesiastical Judge, whose 
course Is to procecd to excommunication, and 
so an ‘excommunicato capicndo’ must be had. 
This is as yreat a charge as the indictment 
in the statute 1 Eliz. In this statute a wit- 
ness or two must be brought to the sessions, 
he must be presented to the grand jury, and 
so indicted; this will cost 5s. a noble or 10s. 
which is as much as the charge in the first 
statute. So because this bill is scandalous to 
the clergy, scandalous to the state, repugnant 
to charity and ‘crambe recocta;’ 1 humbly 
prav it may be rejected.” —. 

Sir Francis Hastings, “ 1 shall speak upon 
great disadvantave; I perceive this member 
of our house hath taken studied pains to dis- 
turb the passage of this till. To which £ 
shall not so well answer, because I cannot 
so well carry away the particulars of this 
politic, but not religious discourse. If it be 
religion to be obedient at pleasure; if [ could 
be zealous to-day, and cold to-morrow, I 
could subscribe to all that he liathsaid. We 
cannot du a more acceptable thing to God, 
or a more dutiful service to the state, than 
bring men to fear God. Rehgiun and policy 
may well stand together: but as that policy 


— 
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bersome, and partial connivance subject to | 
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Word we were Joth to hear of our sins, or re- | Fdyr. Hobby, who was of the Aye side, said, 
concile ourselves to God. The 2d, that it was | “ ‘That when her maj. had given us leave to 
an imputation on abps. bps. &c. [am so far chuse our Speaker, she gave us leave to chuse 
from blaming their govt. that £ renounce that | one out ef our own number, and not a stranger, 
pesiiion, Jam very sorry that the strength | a citizen of London and a member; and there 
of their authority stretcheth not so far as I} fore he hath a voice.” To which it was an- 
could wish it in this point. But methinks | swered by sir Walter Raleigh, and confirmed 
this law should rather be a credit to the mi-| by the Speaker himself, ‘ That he was fore- 
nistry, that now we having gone to Church | closed of his voice by taking that place, which 
these 43 years ourselves, are so fervent in re- | it hath pleased them to impose upon him; 
licion, that we desire al-o that others may do | and that he was to be indifferent for both par- 
the lke. LT bescceh vou, give me leave to | ties: and withal shewed, that, by order ot the 
wipe off a grievance, which, it seems, the | house, the bill was lost.” 
gent, that last spake imputeth unto me, He Mr, Bowyer said, “I think it not lost, for 
lath made a protestation that he is no parist: | there hath been foul and great abuse offered in 
T appeal to you all if I said he was. And] this mattcr. A gent. that would willingly go 
six he is no puritan, if he be not a papist; | forth according to his conscience, was pulled 
jor if ever there be a puritan in England, | back: though [ much reverence my Masters 
It Is 4 papist.” of the Temple, and am bound to our Benchers 

Dr. Bennet shcewed, “ That there were 1300, | of the Middle-[emple, yet if it will please the 
nay 1500 recusants in Yorkshire, which he | house, and you, mr. Speaker, to command me 
vouched, upon his credit, were presented both | to name him, I will.” The greater voice said 
in the ecclesiastical court, and before the} No; yet mr. sec. Cecil willed him to pame 
council at York.” him, and he said, “ It was Mr. Dale of the 

Sir Robert Wroth shewed, “ That he hada} Middle-Temple.” 
proviso ready ingrossed, the substance whereof 
was, “ That if any man came 8 times a ycar 
to the Church, and said the usual divine ser- 
vice twice every Sunday and holiday in his 
house, with his whole family, that should be a 
sufficicut dispensation.” ‘This was utterly mis- 
hiked: yet divers, which were desiruus tu 
overthrow the bill, went forth with the pro-| fence is a heinous offence, both against God 
viso, because they would have it joined with | and this assembly. For the ist, mm that every 
the bill to overthrow it. Whereupon the house man is to go according to his conscience, and 


you, it is a small matter to pull one by the 
sleeve, for so I have done myself oftentimes.” 
—And great loud speech and stir there was 10 
the house. : : 

Mr. Comptroller, after silence, said, “ It is 
a most intolerable disorder. I think the of- 


was divided, and upon division it appeared | not by compulsion; and for the other gent. 
thus; Ayes 126, Noes 85. So the proviso | sir Walter Raleigh, that said he had often 
passed, Then it was put to the question for i done the like, I think he may be ashamed of 
the iil, but then divers reasons were shewed, | it; for large is his conscience, if in a matter 
Mr. Boud’s two reasons of prejudice to mi- | of so great consequence he will be drawn either 
misters und the clergy, and the danger by 
breach of charity; that the information was a 
thing contrary to Magna Charta; that there 
micht be a conviction without inquiry. 
Sir Walter Rafeigh shewed, “ That all the 
Churech-Wardens ot every shire must come to 
the assizes to give information to the grand- ; 
jury: say then there be 120 parishes in a ‘ disorder this parl. is taxcd, Iam sorry [ can- 
shire, there inust now come extraordinary | not say slandered. I had hoped as this pari. 
240 church-wardens: and say that but two | began gravely and with judgment, so we should 
{ 
| 
t 


forwards or backwards by the sleeve; and I 
think it so heinous, that he deserves to answer 
it at the bar” (meaning mr. Dale, but because 
sir Walter Raleigh was last named, it was 
taken to be meant of hin.), 

Mr. Secretary Cecil. ‘I am sorry to sec 
this disorder, and little do you know how for 


that makes 480 persons with the offenders to | cretion. T protest I have a libel in my pocket 
appear; what great multitudes this will bring 
together, what quarrelling and danger may 
huppen, besides giving authomty to a mean 
church-warden, how prejudicial this may be, 
&e. with divers other reasons against it. As 
also some ambiguities and equivocations thero- 
in; the provisuy newly added being a_ plain 


against the proceedings of this parl. The of- 
tence which the gent. that last spake, spoke of, 
I confess is great and punishable; and this I 
wish may be inflicted on him, that he, whose voice 
may be drawn either forwards or backwards 
by the sleeve, like a dog in a string, may be 
no more ot this l,use; and I wish for his cre- 
toleration from coming to Church; and that | dit’s sake be would not. But that it should be 


the parson could not present or constrain any | so great to be called to the bar, I see no rea- 


tm a parish offend in a quarter of a year, | have ended modestly, and, at least, with dis- 

if thev said service at home.” son; neither go I know why any in this house 
So it was put to the question, the Ayes went ; should speak so imperiously, as to have agent., 

forth and were 105, and the Nocs within 106; 

but then the Ayes said they had mr. Speaker’s, | 

which would make it even. And thea it grew 

ty a question, whether he had a veice, Sir 


of his place and quality,” pointing to sir Wal- 
ter Ralcizh, “ called to the bar, I see no reas 
son-tor it: fur the matter itself, the Noes were 
1uG; and the Aves 105, the Speaker hath ae 


“Sir Walter Raleigh. Why, if it please 


oe ee 
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voice; and thoughTam sorry to say it, yet T must mendatory from the Justices of assize. Why 
jieady contess, lust it is, and farew al it.”"— And | then, they be in faule; tor impossible it is, mv 
so the liouse ruse contusedly. lord keeper should know the quality and sutli- 
Debate on a Bill relating to Soldiers, &c. ] I clency of them himselt, but only ¢ per alium,’ 
Dec. 16. a bill concerning ‘Captains, Soldiers, | in trust, as by the justices of assize. No, the 
atd Mariners, was read the Qud time; and, | gall lies not there; for they neither (by reason 
by reason of the generality of the Lill, it was j they are not always riding one circuit) are well 
much excepted against by sir W. Raleigh, and | acquainted with the natures of those justices ; 
others. but when any desireth to be a justice, he getieth 
Mr. Glascock: said, “ Mr. Speaker, I have | a certificate ‘from divers Justices of the peace 
something touching this bill to deliser to the | inthe country, to the justices of assive, certify- 
house, im discharge of my conscience. And | ing them of their sufficiente y and ability. And 
Ido humbly and heartily pray you all, to hear they again make their certiticute (believing the 
me patiently and quietly, without i intexruption. former) to the lord keeper, who at the next 
I have becn observed, mir. Speaker, to be an | assizes, puts them into commission, And thus 
enemy to justices of the peace, and tu have ; is the lord keeper abused, and the justices of 
Spoken irreverently, and much against them: | assize abused, and the country troupled with a 
fur my own part, I mind now to niake mv last | corrupt Justice, put in authority —The cause 
speech for this parl. and this protestation withal: | comes only from the justices themselves. And 
that I never used any irreverent language to- | who be they? Even all of vou here present, or 
wards those, whose honesty joined with their | mast of us. My suit, therciure is, that you will 
authority, and make themselves famous, under | abstain from such commendations, and hold 
the ttle of upright justices. My speech was | your hands trom writing iniquity, and doing so 
never uttere against them, but against two sinful a deed, as to commend an unworthy pete 
surts of justices, that have authority at the | son, and not to commend a worthy and descr- 
commission of musters; (for all within the ving subject. And I think thisa position both 
county are authorized generally by the word true and public, that it is as great asin toadd 
Justices) by whom I would be loth to be voaked, | to the unworthy, as to detract from the worthy. 
or commanded. The first is, the uncircumcised | And, mr. Speaker, if these men may be except- 
justice of peace; the other, the adulterating ed out of the bill, I wil not only ‘be ready to 
justice of peace. The uncircumcised justice is | #0, but to run forth to have so good a law esta- 
he, who from base stock and lineage, by his | blishced.” Then 
wealth, is yotten to be within the comunission. Mr. Lownsiend shewed, “ That in too much 
And IL call him uncircuincised, because he | generality, there never wanted error, And so 
hath not cut off the foreskin of Lis offences; | im tis bill, being too general, namely, all 
and so by his virtue, wiped away the blot or | from the age of 18 to GO, must appcar at mus- 
stain of baseness in his birth and lineage.— | ters, and may be prest; no exception of any, 
‘The adulterating justice is he, that is a gentle- ; and theretore no profession exempted, It is 
man born, virtuous, discreet, and wise ; yet | notunknown unto you, that by profession, I am 
poor and needy. And so only for his virtues | a lawyer, and therefore unfit to be a professor 
and qualities, put into the commission. This | of the art of war. ‘Therefore, I pray, that it 
man, I hold untit tu be a justice, though I think | would please the house, if they would commit 
him to be a good member in the common- | the bill, to commit it to be returned on the last 
wealth. Because [ hold this for a ground in- | day of the noxt parl. ; or else, that, as a worthy 
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-fallible ; that no poor man ought to be in au-| gent. (serj. Heale) the last parl. in a bill of 


thority ; my reason is this, he willso bribe you, this nature moved, to have an exception or 
and extort you, that the sweet scent of riches | proviso tor all serjeants; it would please you 
and gain, takes away and confoundeth the true | to admit of a proviso for all law yers,”"—At 
taste of justice and equity. For the scripture which the house laughed heartily ; and the bill 
saith, ‘ Munera exccetant oculos justorum ;’ and | was dropped. 

justice is never imprisoned and suppressed, but | — Sir Francis Hustings's Speech for reforming 
by bribery. And such kind of ministers [speak | Abuses.] The next day the Speaker having 
of: And I call him an adulterating justice ; | taken notice, that the parl. was hkely to end 
because look how many bribes he tuketh, so | next Saturday, sir Francis Hastings stood up 
many bastards he begets to the commonwealth, | and said, “ Mr. Speaker, because I sce the 
—Thien let us sec, “whence these justices do house at so good leisure, I will be bold to re- 
come, and how they be made. It cannot be | member some matters passed this parl. and de- 
denied, but all justices are made by the lord | liver my opinion, with desire of reformation : I 
keecper; then he is in fault, aud none else, | mean not to tax any man.—Divers specches 
¥or my own opinion, I have ever held himto | have been used concerning justices of the 
be aman both honourable, grave and wise ; so | peace, so slanderous and defamatory ; with so 
tust, that never was the meanest subject. so | unwonted cpithets, with such slanderous defi- 
wronged that he ever complained. ‘Therefore, | nitions; a testimony of levity for the one, and 
fis justice cannot be taxed. Aye, but his care | scant sound judgment for the other.—And 
may, for he only maketh them. No, I imay | therefore, I do humbly pray the hon. here pre- 
more casily excuse him, than ourselves; for he | sent, that those justices which serve religiously, 
maketh none, but such as have certificates cum- | dutirully, and carefully, may be countenanced. 


— 


‘ 
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—The church and commonwealth are two 
twins, which laugh and live together. Long 
have we joyed in her maj.’s happy govt. and 
long may we. We have two strong enemics, 
‘Roine and Spain; from thence all our rebel- 
lions have procecied, and, by treasons hatched 
there, the sacred lite of our sweet sovereign 
hath been sought and endangered. The bold- 
ness of the Jesuits, and Seminaries, is greatly 
increased, and they he very diligent to pervert ; 
‘which their often and ordinary published 
pamphlets, to every man’s view, well testifieth, 
aud apparently sheweth the pervcrseness of 
their spirits, and corruptness of their hearts, 
And the multitude being perverted, what dan- 
ger this may breed to the state, and our so- 
vereiyn queen, judge you. For my part, I am, 
and will be ready to lay my life at her tect, to 
do her service; we had need to have special 
care of them, for themselves do brag they have 
forty thousand truc hearted Catholics (for so 
they call them) in England; besides, their re- 
tinue, poor Catholics and Neuters, and I know 
not what. It is thcrefure fit, we look to this 
dangerous case, and not to think ourselves se- 
cure, because we find no harm: for it is a true 
position, that security, without Providence, is 
inost dangerous. I conclude only with this de- 
sire, that those who have supreme authority, 
will look that those who have inferior govt. 
may do faithfully ; and that we may be kept 
in obedience.” _ 
Lhe Speaker’s Speech to the Queen at the 
Close of the Session. ] Dec. 19th, the Queen, 
with divers lords spiritual and temporal, being 
sct in the upper house in their parl. robes, be- 
tween 2 and 3 in the afternoon, the Commons 
had notice thereof, and thereupon repaired 
thither with John Crooke, esq. recorder of 
London, their Speaker, who being placed at 
the rail, or bar, at the lower end of the said 
upper house, after he had made three re- 
verences to her maj. sitting under a rich cloth 
of state, spake to this etfect tullowing :-—“ That 
Jaws were not at first made with humane pen, 
but by divine ordinance ; that politic laws were 
made according to the evil conditions of men, 
and that all laws serve not for all times, no 
more than one medicine for all diseases ; if he 
were asked, what were the first and chicfest 
thing to be considered, he would say, Reliyion. 
So religion is all in all, for religion breeds de- 
vorion ; devotion brecds zcal and piety to God, 
which breedeth obedicuce and duty to the 
srince, and obedience of the laws, which 
brcedeth faithfulness and honesty and love; 
three necessary and only things, to be wished 
and observed in a well-goycrned cominon- 
wealth. And that her maj. by planting true 
rctigiun, had laid such a foundation upon which 
ull those virtues were so planted and builded, 
that they could not easily be routed up and ex- 
tirpated. And theretore be did acknowledge 
that we will praise God and her maj. for it. 
And then he desvended to speak of govern- 
ments aud laws of nations, anong and above 


wil which, he principally preferred the laws of 


this land, which he said were so many and so 
wise, that there was almost no offence but was 
met with in a law. Notwithstanding her maj, 
being desirous, for the good of her land, to 

a parliament for redress of some old laws, and 
making some new, her dutiful -and loving sub- 
jects having considerd of them, have madc some 
new, and amended some old, which they hum- 
bly desire may be made laws by her most royal 
assent which giveth life unto them. And so 
after thanks given for the pardon, by which we 
dread your justice and admire your mercy, and 
a prayer unto her maj. that she would accept, 
as the testimonies of our love and duty offered 
unto her, with a free heart and willing spirit, 
4 entire Subsidies and eight 15ths and 10ths, 
to be colllected of our lands and lrvelihoods; 
and having craved pardon for his offence, it 
either he had forgotten himself in word or ac- 
tion, he ended.” 

‘Uhe Lord Keeper’s Answer.| The Lord Keeper 
answered thus in effect. “ First, as touching 
her maj.’s proceedings in the laws for her royal 
assent, that should be as God should direct 
her sacred spirit. 2dly, for your presentation 
of four subsidies and eight 15ths and 10ths; 
3dly, your humble thankfulness for the pardon, 
for them and yourself; I will deliver her ma,’s 
commandment with what brevity I may, that 
Ihe not tedious to my most gracious sovereign. 
1st, She. saith, touching your proceeding in 
the matter of her prerogative, that she is per- 
suaded subjects did never more dutifully ; and 
that she understood you did but obiter touch 
her prerogative, and no otherwise but by 
humble petition; and therefore, that thanks 
that a prince may give to her subjccts, she 
willingly yicldcth : but she now well perceiveth, 
that private respects are privately masqued 
under public pretence. @dly, ‘Touching the 
presentation of your subsidy, she specially 
regardeth two things, both the persons and the 
manner; for the ist, she fell into commenda- 
tions of the commonalty; fur the 2d, the 
manner, which was speedy, not by persuasion 
or persuasive inducements, but freely out of 
duty with great contentment. In the thing 
which ye have granted, ler maj. greatly com- 
mendeth your contidence and judgment; and 
though it be not proportionable to her occa- 
sions, yet she most thankfully receiveth the 
same as a loving and thankful prince ; and that 
no prince was cver more sawing to exact or 
receive any thing from the subject than she, 
our most gracious sovereign ; for we all know 
she never was a greedy grasper nor strait-handed 
keeper; and therefore she commanded me to 
say, that you have done (and so she taketh it) 
dutifully, plentifully, and thankfully. For your- 
self, mr. Speaker, her maj. commanded me to 
say, that you have proceeded with such wis- 
dom and discretion, that it 1s much to your 
commendations; and that nene before you 
hath deserved more.” And so he ended, after 
an admonition given to the justices of the 
peace, “ That they would not deserve the ept- 
thets of prolling justices, justices of quarrels, 
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who counted champerty good chevesance, sin- 
ning justices who do suck and consume the 
wealth and good of: the commonwealth; and 
also against those who lie (if not all the year, 
yet) at least three quarters of the year in this 
city of London.”—Atter all this, and the queen’s 
royal assent given to 19 public and 10 private 
Acts, the lord keeper, by her maj.’s command, 
dissolved this parliament. 

Death of the Queen.] We have now done 
with the last parl. of Queen Elizabeth, which 
she survived only about two years, dying in a 
good old age, at her manor of Richmond, 
March 24th, 1603, in the 44th year of her 
reign, 

Taxes in the Reign of Elizabcth. 


In the first year of this queen’s reign she 
had a subsidy of two J5ths and two 10ths; 
also tunnage and poundage was granted her 
for lite—In her 5th year she had a supply of 
one subsidy, two 15ths and two 10ths; besides 
a grant of 6s, in the pound from the provinces 
of Canterbury and York.—In her 8th, one 
15th, one 10th, and a subsidy trom the tem- 
porality; besides a subsidy trom the clergy of 
4s. in the pound.—In her 13th, she had a 
grant of two 15ts and 10ths, and a subsidy 
from the temporality; besides 6s. in the pound 


from the clergy.—‘u her 18th, a grant of a/ 


subsidy, and of ti:rce 15ths and 10ths; besides 
6s. in the pound from the clergy.—In her 23d, 
another grant of a subsidy, and of two 15ths 
from the te:mporality; and 6s. 8d. in the pound 
from the clergy.— in or 26th, a grant of one 
entire subsi:ly ; which was (according to Stowe) 
2s. 8d. on guods, and 4s. on lands, and two 
15ths from the temporality: also 6s. in the 
pound trom the clergy.—In the 28th, one sub- 
sidy and two 15ths from the temporality, and 
one subsidy from the clergy of 6s. in the pound ; 
besides which both houses joined in a benevo- 
lence of 2s. in the pound.—In the 30th, an 
act passed for granting four 15ths and two 
subsidies from the laicty: also two subsidies, 
of 6s. in the pound, from the clergy, to be 
paid yearly at 2s.—In her 34th, a grant of 
three subsidies, and six 15ths and 10ths, by the 
temporality; and two subsidies, of 4s. from 
the clergy.—In the 39th, three entire subsidies, 
and six 15ths and 10ths, from the temporality ; 
and from the clergy, three subsidies of 4s. in 
the pound, to be paid at six several payments. 
—In her 43d, a grant of four entire subsidies 
and eight 15ths and 10ths, from the laiety; 
and four subsidies, of 4s. in the pound, from 
the clergy. 
Price of Provisions in this Reign. 

In 1559; wheat, 8s.; rye, 8s—In 1560, 
wheat, 8s.; rye, 8s.; barley, 5s. 2d.; oats, 5s.; 
old hay, 12s. 6d. per loail: new hay, 6s. 8d. 
—In 1561, wheat, 8s.; rye, 8s.; malt. 5s.; oats, 
5s. In 1562, wheat, 8s.; barley, 5s.; hay, 13s.4d. 

er load; straw, 6s.; claret, 2I. 10s. per hogs- 
ead.—In 1563, rye, 13s. 4d.; oats, 5s.—In 
1574, a dearth; and wheat was 2]. 16s. per 
quarter; heef, 1s. 10d. per stone; and her- 


» 
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rings only five for 2d.; bay salt, (never so dear) 
Os. the bushel. After harvest wheat was 11. 45, 
and continued so about a year.—In 1587, 
wheat was 3]. 4s. per quarter, at London; and, 
in other places, at 1Us. 12s. and 13s. per bushel, 
occasioned by excessive transportation.—In 
1591, wheat, 21. 16.3 rye, 21—In 1595, wheat, 
by great transportation, @l. 13s. dd.; a hen's 
egy, 1d. or, at best, three for 2d.;'a pound 
ot swect butter, 7d.—In 1596, wheat, by rea- 
son of great rains, at 41. per quarter; rye, 
21. 83.3 oatmeal, 8s. the bushci—In 1597, 
wheat was 5]. 4s. and fell to 41. per quarter; 
rye from 9s. to 6s. per busbel, and then to 
3s. Qd. and afterwards rose again to the greut- 
est price. Bishop Goodwin savs, wheat was 
once this year at 13s. 4d. per bushel.—In 1598, 
pepper, 8s. per pound; raisins, 6d. ; Gascoygne 
wine, 2s. 8d. per gallon; sweet wine, 4s.— 
And, in 1603, ale and strong beer was settled, 
by act of parl. to be sold, in ale-houses, at one 
penny the quart, and small beer at two quarts 
for a penny. ' 


List of Boroughs to which the Privilege of 


sending Representatives to Parliament was 
granted or restored by Queen Elizabeth, 


Fastlow | Yarmouth 

Tregony Newport in the Isle of 
Fowey Wivht 

St. Germains Stockbridge 

St. Mawes Newton 

Kellington Christ-Church 
Beralston Lymington 
Corfe-Castle Whitchurch 
Cirencester Andover 

Maidstone Tamworth 
Queenborough Aldborough 
Newtown Sudbury 

Chithero Eye ° 
East-Retford Haslemere 
Rishops-Castle Richmond 

Minehead Beverle 


Boroughs - 31 Members - 62 


Acts passed in this Queen’s Reign. 


1 Eliz—1. An act restoring to the crown 
the ancient jurisdiction over the state ecclesi- 
astical and spiritual, and abolishing all foreign 
power repugnant to the same. 2. For the 
uniformity of common prayer and service in 
the church, and the administration of the sa- 
craments. 3. Of recognition of the queen's 
highness title to the imperial crown of this 
realm. 4. For the restitution of the first- 
fruits and 10ths, and rents reserved * nomine 
decime,’ and of parsonages impropriate, to 
the imperial crown of this realm. 5. Where- 
by certain offences be made treason. 6. For 
the explanation of the statute of seditious 
words and rumours, 7. To revive a statute 
made in the 23rd year of the reign of king 
Henry VIII. touching the conveying of horses, 
geldings, and mares into Scotland. 8. Touch- 
ing shoemakers and curriers. 9. Touching 
tanners, and selhng of tanned leather. 10, 
That the carrying of leather, tallow or raw 
hides, out of the realm for merchandues shall 
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be felony. 11. Limiting the times for laying 
on land merchandize from beyond the seas, 


. and touching customs for sweet wines. 12. 
Against the deceitful using of linen cloth. 13. 
For the shipping in English bottoms. 14. For 


the continuance of the making of woollen 
. cloth im divers towns in the county of Essex. 
15. That tmber shall not be felled to make 
coals for the burning of iron. 16. ‘To continue 
the act made against rebellious assembiies. 
17. For the preservation of spawn and try of 
tish, 18. For the continuance of certain sta- 
tutes. 19. Restraining bishops from making 
leases for above 21 years. (Private acts, c. 17.) 
20. Of asubsidy of tonnage and poundagc. 
21. Of a subsidy, and two 15ths and 1tuth, 
granted by the temporalty. 22. Giving au- 
thority tu the queen to make ordinances in 
collegiate churches and schools. 

5 bhz.—1. An act for the assurance of the 
qucen’s maj.’s royal power over all states and sub- 
jects within her dominions. @. For the mainte- 
nance and increase of tillage. 3. For the relief of 
the poor. 4. Touching divers orders for arti- 
iecrs, labourers, servants of husbandry, and 
apprentices. 5. Touching certain politic con- 
stitutions made for the maintenance of the 
navy. 6. Against such as shall sell any ware 
for apparcl without ready money. 7. Avoid- 
ing divers foreign wares made by handicratts- 
men beyond the seas. 8. ‘Touching tanners, 
curriers, shoemakers, and other artificers oc- 
cupying the cutting of Jeather. 9. For the 
pumshment of such persons as shall procure or 
commit’ any wilful perjury. 10. To revive a 
statute made anno 21 of Henry VILY. touching 
servants embezzling their masters goods. 11. 
Against the chpping, washing, rounding, or 
bling of coins. 12. ‘Touching badgers of corn 
and drovers of cattle to be licenced. 13. For 
the reviving of a statute made the 2nd and 3rd 
of Philip and Mary, for the amending of high- 
ways. 14. Against the forging of evidences 
and writings. 15. Against fond and fantasti- 
cal prophecics. 16. Against conjurations, en- 
_chantments and witchcratts. 17. For the pu- 
sushment of the vice of buggery. 18. De- 
claring the authority of the lord-kecper of the 
great-seal of England, and the lord chancellor, 
tu beone. 19. For the repcal of a branch of 
a statute made anno 1 Edw. G. touching the 
conveying of horses and geldings out of this 
realm, 20. For the punishinent of vagabonds, 
calling themselves Povpiniis 21. For the 
punishment of unlawful taking of tish, decr, or 
hawks. 22. Against the carrying of sheep- 
skins and pelts over the sea, not being staple 
ware. 28. For the due exccution of the writ 
“de excommunicaio capiendo.’ 34. For the re- 
viving of a statute made anno 23 H. 8. touch- 
ing the repairing of gaols. 25. To fill up juries 
‘de circumstantibus,’ lacking in Wales. 26. 
For the inrollment of indentures of bargain 
and sate im the queen’s maj.’s courts of record 
at Lancaster, Chester, and Durham. 27. 
Touching fines to be levied in the county pa- 
latine of Purhain. 
the bible and the divine service into the Welsh 


28. For the translating of 
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tongue. 29. For the confirmation of a sub- 
sidy granted by the clergy. 30. Of a subsidy, 
and two 15ths and 10ths granted by the tem-~ 
puralty, 31. Orthe qucen’s maj.’s most gras 
cious, general and tree pardon. 

8 Eliz—1, An act declaring the manner of 
making and consecrating of the abps. and bps. of 
this realm, to be yood, lawful and pertect. 2. 
Whereby the detendant may recover his costs, 
being wrongtully vexed. 3. Against carrying 
over sea, rams, lainbs, and other sheep alive. 
4. To take away the benefit of clergy from 
certain felonious offenders. 5. For the avoid- 
Ing of tedious suits in civil and marine causes. 
6. Vouching clothworkers, and cloths ready 
wrought to be shipped over the sea. 7. Toncl- 
ing drapers, cuttuncrs and frizers, in the town 
ot Shrewsbury. 8. For the repeal of a branch 
of a statute rnade the S2nd of Henry VIII. tor 
the stature of horses. 9. To repeal a branch 
of a statute made anno 23 of Henry VILL. 
tonching the prices of barrels and kilderkins, 
10. For Bowyers, and the prices of bows. 
11. For the true making of hats and caps. 
12. For aulnegers fees in Lancashire, and for 
length, breadth, and weight of cottons, fnzes 
and rugs. 13. Concerning sea-marks and ma- — 
riners. 14. Youching transporting of tawed 
leather. 15. For preservation of grain. 16. 
Thatin divers counties, there shall be but one 
sheriff in one county. 17, For confirmation 
of a subsidy granted by the clergy. 18. Ofa 
15th and 10th, and subsidy, granted by the 
temporalty. 19. Of the quecn’s ma)j.’s free 
and general pardon. 20, For repealing @ 
branch of a statute made in the 26th of Hen. 
8. c. 6. Sect. 12. for tral of offences in Wales. 

18 Fliz.—1.An act whereby certain offences be 
made treason. 2. Against the bringing inand 
putting in execution) of bulls and other instrn- 
inents from the see of Rome. 3. Against fu- 
gitives over the sea. 4. That the lands, tenc- 
ments, goods, and chattels of treasurers, re- 
ceivers, tellers, &c. shal} be hable to the pay- 
ment of their debts. 5. Against fraudulent 
deeds, gifts, alienations, &c. 6. That the con- 
stats, aud exemplifications of letters patents, 
shall be as good and available, as the letters 
patents themseives. 7%. Touching orders for 
bankrupts. 8. Against usury. 9. For the 
commission of sewers. 10. Against frauds, 
detcating remedies for dilapidations. 11, For 
the maintenance of the navigation. 12. To 
reform certain disorders touching ministers of 
the church. 13. For the increase of tillage. 
14, For the bringing of bow-staves into the 
realm. 15. That no hoye or plate-shall cross 
the seas. 16. That the convictions of T. earl 
of Westmoreland, and 57 others attainted of 
treason be confirmed. 17. That Robert earl 
of Leicester may found an hospital in War- 
wick, or Kenelworth, for relief of poor and 
impotent people. 18. For the river Lee, other- 
wise called Ware river. 19. For tbe making 
of caps. 20. Touching leases of benefices, 
and other ecclesiastical livings, with cure. 21. 
That purveyors may take grain, corn, or vic- 
tuals within 5 miles of Cambridge and Osferd, 
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in certain cases. 22. To continue the statute 

for divistor of shires. 28, For paving of a 

street without Aldgate. 24. For the paving 

of the town of Ipswich. 25. For the reviving 

and continuance uf certain statutes. 26. Four 

the confirmation of a subsidy granted by the 

clergy. 27. Of a subsidy, and two 15ths and | 
10ths, granted by the temporalty. 28. Of 
the queen’s highness most gracious, general | 
and free pardon. 29. Concerning the several | 
incorporations uf the universities of Oxtord | 
and Cambridye, and the confirmation of the | 
charters, liberties and privileges granted to 

either of them. 

14 Rliz.—1. An act for the punishment of such 
as shall rebelliously take or detain, or conspire 
to take or detain, from the queen's maj. any 
of her castles, towers, furtresses, holds, &c. 
2. Against such as shall conspire or practise 
the enlarcement of any prisoner committed for 

high treason. 3. Against the forging and coun- 
terteiung of forcizn coin, being not current 
within this realm. 4. To revive astatute made 
* anno primo’ of the queen’s maj.’s reign inhi- 
biting the carrying of leather, tallow, and raw 
hides out of the realm. 5, For the punishment of 
vagabonds, and tor the relict of the poor and 
impotent. 6. For the explanation of a statute 
made against fugitives over the seas, in the 
13th year of the qneen’s maj.’s reizn. 7. 
Against the deceits of under-collectors of the 
10thts and subsidies of the clergy. 8. For the 
avotdiny of recoverics suffered by collusion by 
tenants for term of life, and such others, 9. 
Declaring that the tenant and defendant may 
have a ¢ Tales de circuinstantibus,’ as well us 


the demandant or plaintiff. 10. To reform the 


excessive length of kersics. 11. For the con- 
tinvation, explanation, perfecting, and cnlarg- 
ing of «livers statutes. 12. For the repeal of 
a statute made anno 8 of the queen’s maj.’s 
reign, touching the town of Shrewsbury. 13. 
For the antiexing of Hexham and Iexainshire 
tu the county of Northamberland. 14. For 
the better assurance of gifts, grants, &c. made 
and to be maic, to and for the relief of the 
poor in the hospitals in and near unto the city 
of London, of Christ, Bridewell, and st. Tho- 
mas the apostle. 

18 Eliz.—-1.An act against the diminishing and 
imparing of the queeh’s maj.’s coin, and other 
coins lawtully current within the realm. 2. 
For confirmation, as well of all grants made to 


‘the quecn’s maj. as of letters patents made by 


her maj. to others. $, For the setting of the 

oor ou work, and for the avoiding of idleness. 
4. For the avoiding of frauds in certain con- 
veyanices and assutances made by the late re- 
bels in the North. 5. To redress disorders in 
common informers upon penal laws. 6& For 
the maintenance of the colleges in both the 
universities, and also in Winchestér and Eaton. 
7. To tnke away clergy from the offenders in 


_Yrape and burglary; and an order for the de- 


livery of clerks convict, without purgation. 8. 

For the appointing and authorising of justices 

of assizes'in the shires of Wales. 
Vor. 1. 
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the transporting of leather, tallow, and raw 
hides out of the reali. 14. Of additions unto 
the former acts, for the amending and repaire. . 
ing of highways. 11. For thé explanation of 
the statutes, mtituled, ‘ Against the dcfeat- 
ing of dilapidations, and against leases to be 
made of spiritual promotions,’ in some re 
spects. 1%. For the trial of ‘ wisi prius’ in the 
county of Middlesex. 13. Concerning oflices 
fuund within the counties palatines. 14. For 
reformation of Jeofails. 15. For reformation 
of abuses in goldsmiths. 16. lor the tolera- 
tion of certain clothiers in the Cuunties of 
Wilts, Somerset, and Gloucester, to inhabit 
out of towns corporate. 17. For the perpe- 


tual maintenance of Rochester bridge. 18, 
For the repairing of Chepstowe bridge. 19. 
For the paving of the city of Chiche-ter. 20. 


Yor the repairing and amending of the bridges 
and highways near unto the city of Oxford. 
21. For the rchet and re-edifying of the bo- 
rough of New Woodstock in the county of Ox- 
turd. 22. For confirmation of a subsidy granted 
by the clergy. 25. Of two 15ths and 10ths, 
and one snbsidy, granted by the temporalty. 
24. Of the queen’s inaj.’s most free and gene- 
ral pardon. 

28 Eliz.—1. Anact to retain the quecn’s sub- 
£. Agauist sedi- 
tious words and rumours uttered avaiust the 
queen’s most excellent maj. 3. For the refor- 
mation of errers in fines and recoveries. 4. 
Yor the fortitving of the borders towards Scot- 
land. 5. ‘Touching iron-mills near qnto the 
city of London, and the river of Thaines. 6. 
For the repairing of Dover haven. 7. For the 
increase of mariners, and for maintenance of 
the navigation. 8. For the true melting, making 
and working of wax. 9. For the abolishing of 
certain deccitful stuff used in the dying of 
cloth. 10. For preservation of pheasants and 

artridges. 11. For the re-edilying of Cardiff- 
Baile, in the county of Glamorgan. 12. For 
an addition ty a foriner act made anno 18 of 
her maj.’s reign, for the paving of a street with 
out Aldgate, leading to her hizhness stores 
houses at the Minories, and other places. 13. 
For the inning of Earith and Plumstead Marsh. 
14. Of a subsidy granted by the clergy. 15. 
For a subsidy and two 15ths granted by the 
temporalty. 16. For the quecn’s maj.’s most 
gracious, general and free pardon. 

97 Eliz—1. An act for provision to be made | 
for the surety of the quecn’smaj.’s inost royal. 
person, and the continuance of the realm in 
peace. 2. Agaiust jesuits, seminary priests, 
and such other like disobedient persons. 3. 
For the explanation of the statute made anno 
18 of the queen’s maj.’s reign, intituled, * An 
act to make tie lands, tenements, goods and 
chattels of tellers, receivers, &c. ltdble to the 
payment of their debts.’ 4. Against covenous 
and fraudulent conveyances. 5. For the ex- 
pedition of justice in cases of demurrers and 
pleadings. 6. For the returning of sufficient 
jurors, and for the better expedition of trials. 


9. Againet | 7. a the levying of issues lost by jurors. 8. 
3 . 
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Yor redress of erroneous judgments in the 
court, commonly called the King’s Beuch. 9. 
Yor retorination of errors in fines and recove- 
ries, in the 12 shires of Wales, town and 
county of Haverford West, with the counties 
palatine. 10. For the continuance of a former 
statute, intituled, * An act to redress disorders 
in common informers upon penal statutes,’ 
made in the 18th year of the queen’s maj.’s 
reign, 11; For the reviving, continuance, ex- 
planation, and perfecting of divers statutes. 
12. For: the swearing of ‘ubder-sheriffs, and 
other under-officers and ministers. 13. For 
the following of hue and cry. 14. For the re- 
viuing of a former statute, tor the true making 
of malt. 15 Por the bringing in of staple-tish 
and herrings ito this realm. 16. Touching 
artificers using the cutting of leather. 17. 
‘Touching the breadth of white woollen cloths, 
made in the counties of Somerset, Wiltshire, 
Gloucester, and Oxon, &c. 18. Concerning 
making of woollen cloths in the counties of 
Devon and Cornwall, called plain) white 
straights, and pinned «white straights. 19. 
Yor the preservation of timber in the wilds of 
the counties of Sussex, Surrey and Kent, and 
for the amendment of highways decayed by 
carnage to and from iron-mills there. 20. For 
the preservation of the haven at Plymouth. 
"21. For the preservation of Orford haven. 24. 
For the bringing of the haven of the city of 
Chichester by a new cut channel, to the sub- 
urbs of the same city. 23. For cloth-muking 
‘in the towns of Boxstead and Langham in the 
county of Essex. 24. For the kceping of the 
‘gea-banks and sea-works in the county of Nor- 
folk. 25. For the explanation of the statute 
tor the maintenance of Rochester Bridge. 26. 
For od en: of the statute for the amending 
.of the highways between Middleton and the 
King’s Ferry, leading into the isle of Sheppey, 
In the county of Kent. 27. For the inning of 
‘Earith, and Plumstead Marsh. 28. Of one 
subsidy granted by the clergy. 29. Of one 
subsidy, and two 15ths and toths granted by 
‘the teinporalty. 30. For the queen’s inaj.’s 
‘most gracious, general, and tree pardon, 

* 29 Miiz—1. An acct for the confirmation of 
‘the attainders of ‘Thomas, late lord Paget, and 
others. 2. Concerning errors in records of 
‘attainders of high treason. 3. To avoid frau- 
dulent assurauces made in certain cases by 
traitors, 4. To prevent extortion in sheriffs, 
funder-sherilfs and bailitis of franchises or li- 
bertics, in cases of execution. 5. For the 
‘continuance and perfecting of statutes, — 6. 
‘For the more speedy and due execution of 
certain branches of the statute made in the 
“23rd year of the queen’s maj.’s relen, intitided, 
“ An act to detam the queen’s muj.’s subjects 
in their due obedience.” 7. Of une subsidy by 
‘the clergy. 8. For the grant of one intire sub- 
‘sidy, and two 15ths and 10ths, granted by the 
‘temporalty. 9. For the queen’s mayj.’s most 
‘gracious, general, and trec-pardon. 

O41 Eliz.—1. Au act against discontinuances 
ef writs of error iu the courts of Exchequer 
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and King’s Bench. 9, For abridging of pro- 
clamations upon tines to be levied at the Com- 
mon Law. 3. For the avviding of privy and 
secret outlawrics of her maj.’s subjects. 4. 
Against embezzling of armour, habiliments of 
war, and victual. 5. Concerning informers, 
6. Against abuses in election of scholars, and 
presentation to benefices. 7: Against erect- 
ing and maintainmg of cottages. 8. For the 
true guaging of vessels brought from beyond 
the seas, cunverted by brewers for the utter- 
ance and sale of ale and beer. 9. For writs 
upon proclamations and exigents, to be cur 
rent within the county palatine of Durbam. 
10. For the continuance and perfecting of 
divers statutes. 11. Of explanation or de- 
claration of the statute of £ octavo regis 
Henrici sexti’, concerning forcible  eutries, 
the indictments thercupon found. 12. Ty 
avoid horse-stealing. 13. For reviving and 
enlarging of a statute made in the 23rd year of 
her miaj.’s reign, for repairing of Dover haven. 
14. For confirmation of the subsidies of the 
clergy. 15. For the granting of four 15tbs 
and 10ths, and two entire subsidies, to our 
most gracious sovereign lady the quecn’s most 
excellent maj. 16. For the queen’s maj.’s 
most gracious, general, and free pardon. 

35 Fliz—1. An act to retain the queen's 
maj.’s subjects in their due obedience. 2. 
For the restraining of popish recusants to 
some certain places of abode. 3. For expla- 
nation of a statute made in the 34th year of 
king Henry VIII. as well touching grants made 
to his maj. as for confirmation of letters Ee 
tents made by his highness to others. 4. For 
the neccessary relief of soldiers and mariners. 
5. For explanation and confirmation of the 
queen’s* maj.’s title to the lands and tene- 
ments, late sir Francis Englefield’s, knt. at- 
tainted of high treason. 6. Against convert- 
ing of great houses into several tenements, 
and for restraint of inmates and inclosures, in 
and near about the city of London and West- 
minster, 7. For the reviving, continuance, 
explanation and perfecting of divers statutes. 
%. For the avoiding of deceit used in making 
and selling of twice laid cordage, and for the 
better preserving of the navy of this realm. 
0, Touching the breadth of plunkets, azures, 
und blues, and other coloured cloths, made 
within the county of Somerset, and clsewhere 
of like making. 10. For the refurmation of 
sundry abuses in cloths, called Devonshire 
kersics or dozens, according to a proclamation 
of the 34th year of the queen’s maj.’s reign. 


-11. For the bringing in of clapboard from the 


parts bevond the seas, and the restraining 
uf transporting of wine casks, for the sparing 
and preserving of timber within this realm. 
12. For contirnation of the subsidies of the 
clergy. 18. For the grant of three intire sub- 
silies, aud six 15ths and 10ths granted by 
the temporalty, 14. For the queen’s maj.’s 
most gracious, free, and general pardon. 

39 Eliz.—1. An act against the decaying of 
towns and houses of husbandry. 2. For main- 


_ 
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tenance of husbandry and. tillage. 3. For the | grant of 3 entire subsidies, and six 15ths and- 
relicf of the poor. 4. For punishment of rogues, | 10ths, granted by the temporalty. 28. For 
vagabonds, and sturdy hevvars. 5. for erect- | the quecn’s maj.’s most gracious, general, and 
ing of hospitals, or abiding and working-houses | tree pardon. 

for the poor. 6. To reform deccitsand breaches | 43 Ehiz.—1. An act for confirmation of grants 
of trust touching lands given tocharitable uses. | made to the queen’s maj. aad of letters pa- 
7, For the more speedy payment of the quecn’s | tents made by her highness to others. 2. For 
maj.’s debts, and tor the better explanation of | the relief of the poor. 3. For the necessary 
the act made in the 13th year of the qucen’s | relicf of soldiers and mariners, 4, ‘To redress 

maj. intituled, § An act ta make the Jands, te- | the misemployment of lauds, goods, and stocks 

nements, goods and chattels of tellers, re- | of money heretofore given to charitable uses, 

ccivers, xc. liable to the payment of their | 5.°To prevent perjury and subornation of per- 
debts.” 8. Fur the confirmation and establish- | jury, and unnecessary’ expences in suits of 
ment of the deprivation of divers bishups and | law. 6. ‘Tu avoid tritling and frivolous suits 

deans in the becinning of herimnj.’sreign. @, For fin daw, in’ her maj.’s courts at Westminster. 

the taking away the benetit of clergy trom otfend- | 7, ‘Yo avuid and prevent divers misdemeanors 

ers against a certain statute made in the Srd/in lewd and idle persons, 8. Against fradu- 

year of king Henry VII. concerning the taking | lent administration of intestate’s goods. 9, 

away of women against their wills unlawfully. | For continuance of divers statutes, and for re- 
10. For the increase of mariners and mainte- | peal of some others, 10. For the true work- 

nance of navigation ; repealing a statute made , ing and making of woollen clath, 11. Fer the 
in the 23rd year of her maj,’s reign, bearing | recovery of many huodred thousand acres of 
the same title. 11. For the better execution | marshes, and other grounds, subject commonly 
of the statute made in the 23rd year of the | to surrounding, within the tsle of Ely, and the 
queen’s maj.’s reign, for the abolishing of log- | countics of Cambridge, Huntingdon, Nor- 
wood, alias blockwood, in the dying of cloth, | thampton, Lincoln, Nortolk, Suffolk, Sussex, 
wool or yarn, 12. For explanation of the sta- | Essex, Kent, and the county palatine of Dur- 
tute made in the 5th year of her maj.’s reign, | ham. 12. Concerning matters of assurances 

concerning labourers. 18. An explanation of | amongst merchants, 183. For the more peace- | 
an act made in the 11th year of king Henry | able government of the parts of Cumberland, 

VII. for fustians. 14. Prohibiting the bring- | Northumberland,Westmorland, and the bishop- 

ing into this realm, of foreign cards for wocl,; ric of Durham, 14. concerning the assize of 

15. That no person robbing any house in the | fuel. 15. For the levymg of tines with pro- 

day-time, although no person be therein, shall | clamations of lands within the county of the 

be admitted to tho benefit of his clergy, 16. | city ot Chester. 16. For the re-eritying, re~ 

To restrain the excessive making of malt, 17. | patring and maintaining of two bridges over 

Against lewd and wandering persons, pretend- | the river of Eden, near the city of Carlisle in: 
ing themselves to be soldiers and mariners. | Cumberland, 17. For the confirmation of the 
18. For the reviving, continuance, explanation, | subsidies granted by the clergy. 18. For the 

perfecting and repealing of divers statutes. | grant of 4 eutire subsidies, and eight 15ths 

19. For the amendment of highways in the | and 20ths, granted by the temporalty. 19, 

counties of Sussex, Surry and Went. 20. Against | Por the queen’s maj.’s inust gracious, general, 

the deceitful stretching and tenteriug of north- | and tree pardon. 

ern cloth. 21. For the further continuance eee 

and explanation of an act for the necessiury 
relief of soldiers and mariners, made in the 
35th vear of the queen’s maj.’s reign that now | After the death of Elizabeth, James VI. cf 
is. 22. For the establishment of the bishop- | Scotland succeeded to the English crown, 
ric of Norwich, and the possessions of the | The new king made his progress from one ca- 
same, ayainst a certain pretended concealed | pital to the other with all convement expedi- 
title thereunto. 23, For the repairing of the | ton; and, on the 25th of July, st. James's day, 
bridges of Newport and Carlion in the county | 1603, this king and his queen, Anne of Den- 
of Monmouth, 2+. For the erecting and build- | mark, were crowned as Westminster, with 
ing of a bridge over the river of Wye, at Wil- | great solemnity. To lessen the joy that meht 
ton upon Wye, near the town of Rosse, inthe | then be felt by both the Scotch and Enylish 
county of Heretord. 25. For enlarging of the | nations on this happy union, @ dreadtul plague 
statute made tor following hue and cry, in the | broke out in London this year, which, in a 
27th year of her maj.’s reizn, in sqme sort to | short space, carried off, froin that city and its 
relieve the inhabitants of the small hundred of | confines, above 30,000 people. This intec- 
Beynersh, alias Benherst, in cases where they | tious distemper prevented the king and coun+ 
are in no voluntary default, and yct are or | cil from calling a part. so soon as it was usual 
shall be charged by the same statute, and by | on a new accession; and it was not till the 
the two ancient statutes, the one made the | beginning of the next year that the writs were 
13th year of king Edw. TF. the other in the | sent out for summoning cne to meet at West- 
28th year of king Edw. IIf. for repressing of | minster, on the 19th of March, still in the first 
robberies. 26. For contirmation of the sub-| year of this reign. Bat, at the same time, a 
eidies granted by the clergy. 27. For the Proclamation came cut, containing seme ins 
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junctions for electing Members in the house of 
Commons; of which Proclamation the follow- 
ing is a Copy, as it appears in Rymer’s Foedera, 

In, xvi. p. 564. 

Die King’s Proclamation for calling a Parl. | 
Wee have before this tyme made known to 
our subjects uppon dyvers ogcasions, that we 
have reecaved so great contentment in their 
generall conformity and submission to all such 
courses as might best establish the possession 
of this crowne, according to the right of our 
succession, as it would ever nourish in us an 
earncst desire to shew our selves carefull in 
ali things to preserve their greatest affection 
and to answeié that expectation, which by 
their joyfull mancr of reccaving us, Wee per- 
ceave they had couceaved of our govt. where- 
of as We well knowe that princes cannot 
yield more generall, more cleare, or profitable 
proof to their people, then by redressing 
abuses, wherewith they fynde their subjects just- 
fie grieved, either in constituuion or wiminis- 
tration of their laws in beeing, or by seek:ig to 
establish ncwe laws for them, agrecable to the 
rules of justice, whensoever tyme doth disco- 
ver any delectes in the former poucy, or wiren 
‘accidents in the state of any commonwealth 
requier newe ordmnauiuces; so reeyng hoth 
these things, which are of sue greaté moment 
in a state, have aceastored to be considered 
and ordered, as in this, soe in other well yo- 
verncd commonweaithes, by a lawful assetn- 
blie of the three esiates of the realme, com- 
inonly called tie parliament, Wee were desi- 
rous to have summoned them Jong since for 
that purpose, if the infection, reyyming in the 
cite of London, and other places of our king- 
dome, would have permitted the concourse of 
soe great a multitude into one place as that 
asscmblie must necessarilie brynge with it; 
‘which great contagion being nowe, by the 
goodnes of God, abated, and likelie, as We 
hope, to be shortly quite extinguished in and 
about the said citie, We have fesolved to hold 
@ parl. at our citic of Westminster, as soon as 
We shall tind that the same may be done 
without the perill aforesaid; in which, as God 
knows that we have nothing to propound for 
satisfaction of any private desier or eta 
profit of our own, but meerly and only to con- 
sult and resolve with our loving subjects of all 
those things which inay best establish the pub- 
licke good, with the generall safety and tran- 
quility of this realme, on which it had pleased 
God to multiply soe inany blessings; so to the 
intent that this asseniblie of oure parl. being 
grounded uppon soc syncere an intent on ourc 
parte, may be matched with a Ibke integrytie 
ga theirs, and as it is the first in our reigne, 
so to be founde not cnly worthy of the high 
title it beareth to be the Inghest councell of 
the kingdome, but also to be a president for 
hereafter of the truc use of parliaments, Wee 
have bethought our selte of as many waies and 
micanes as mnay be, to prevent those inconve- 
nicnces, which daylie rise and multiply by the 
pervesting of those auncicnt good orders which 
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were devised, by the wisdome of former times, 
to be observed in calling of parlaments; 
amongst which, because there is no one poynte 
of greater consequence than the well chosvng 
of knightes and burgesses, whoe, as they doe 
present the bodie of the thirde estate; soe, 
being elizible by multitude, there are often 
many unfitt persons appoynted for that ser- 
vice, and where it is soe well knowne to every 
private man of wit and judgment, inuch more 
to Us who have had sve longe experince of 
kingly gove. how ill eflectes doe tullowe, when 
such as have to doe in matters of cummon- 
wealth shall come to that greate and common 
counccll, with others thea publick miyndes, 
sincere, and voide of anv fauctious humor or 
dependency. Wee doe hereby straightly al 3 
and admonish all persons interessed in the 
choice of knights for the slires, fist, that the 
Knitzhts for the county be selected oute of the 
ele knizhtes or genldemen of sufficieat 
ability within that county wherein they are 
chosen; and tor the burgesses that choice be 
made of men of suthciency and discretion, 
without anv partial! respects or factious com- 
bynation, which alwaies breede suspicions that 
more care is taken to compasse private endes 
then to provide for making good and whole- 
some laws for the rcalme; and because it is 
noe more possible to drawe sounde councelles 
and resolutions trom inconsiderate or insuth- 
cient spirites, then to have a sounde or health- 
full bodice composed of weak and impertect 
members; wee soe likewise admonyshe all 
persons to whome it doth apperteyne, that 
seeyng the dealynge in causes of pari. requires 
conveniency of years and experience, there 
may be great hecd taken, by all those that will 
be accompted lovers of their countrie, that 
both knightes and burgesses may be chusen 
accordingly, without desier mn any particular 
ncn to please parents or friends that often 
speak for their children or kyn, though they. 
be very young, and little liable to discerne 
what laws are tyt to bynde a commonwealth; 
to the consultation whereot those persons 
should be selected principallie, of whose gra- 
vity and modest conversation men are likes 
generally to conceave best opynion. Next 
and above all thinges consideryng, that one of 
the mayne pillers of this estate is the preserva- 
tion of unity in the profession of sincere reli 
gion of Almighty God, Wee doe also admo- 
nyshe that there be great care taken to avoyde 
the choice of any persons, either noted for 
their superstitious blyndpess one way, or for 
their turbulent huinours other waics, because 
their disorderly and unquiete spirites will dis- 
turbe all the discreete and odes proceeding 
in that greatest and gravest counccll, Fur- 
ther, Wee doc commaunde that an expressc 
care be had that there be not chosen auy 
persons banqueruptes or outelawed, hut men 
of known good behaviour and sufticient liveli- 
hood, and such as are not onely taxed to the 
ayment of subsidies and other like charges, 
bat also have urdinarily paid and saushed ue 
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game, nothing being more absurd in any com- 
monwealth than to permytt those to have free 
voyces for Jaw making, by whose owne actes 
they are exempted frum the law’s pro‘ectiun. 
Next that all the sheriifes be charged that they 
doe not direct any precept for electyng and re- 
turning of any burgesses to or for any auncient 
borrough town within their counties, beyhg 
soe utterly ruyned aud decayed that there are 
not suilicient resyantes to make such choice, 
and of whome lawfull election may be made ; 
also to charge all cities and boroughes, and 
the inbabitantes of the same, that none of 
them seale any blankcs, referryng or leaving 
tu any other to insert the names of any citi- 
zens or burgesses to serve for any.such cittie or 
borough, but doe make open and tree election 
according to the lawe, and sett down the names 
of the persons whom they chouse before they 
seate the certificate:—Furthermore, Wee noti- 
fye by these poe that all retornes and 
certincates of knightes citizens and burgesses 
oughte and are to be brought to the Chaun 
cery, and there to be fyled of record; and i 
any shall be founde to be made contrarie to 
this proclamation, the same is to be rejected 
as unlawfull and insuthcient, and the cithie or 
borough to be fyned for the same; and if it be 
founde that they have commyttcd any grosse 
or wilfull default and contempt in their clection 
retorne or certificate, that then their liberties, 
according to the lawe, are to be seized into oure 
handes as forfeited; and if any person take 
upon him the place of a knight, citizen, or bur- 
gesse, not being duely elected, retorned, and 
sworne, according to the laws and statutes in 
that’ belalte provided, and according to the 
purport, eficct, and true meaning of this ourc 
proclamation; then every person soe offending 
to be fyned and imprisoned for the same.— 
Wee doe also hereby give warning to the lordes 
and others that are to serve in this parliaunent, 
to have special] care, as. they tender our dis- 
pleasure, that they admytt none to have the 
mame or countenance of their scrvaunts and 
attendantes during the parliament, thereby 
to be priviledged, seying such questions of pri- 
viledges have in tyines past consumed a grcat 
part of the tyme appoiited for the parhament, 
whereby the service fur the realme hath bene 
hyndered, and the subiects drawne to great 
Charges and expences by attendyng much lon- 
ger than otherwise needed, Having at this 
tyme bene the more carefull to set downe a 

articular order and forewarnyng for prevent- 
ing of these severall abuses afore-mentioned, 
that thereby there may arise, at that publick 
and solernné mceting, such a comely propor- 
tion and laudable sympathie between the ho- 
hourable, juste, and necessarie lawes that are 
to be made and estabished at this parliament, 
and the commendable discretion, with all other 
wise and vertuous qualitics, meete for such 
persons as are to be the members and assisters 
of Us in soe honorable, lawfull, and necessaric 
an action, as may put us and all our good sub- 
jects in a suer expectation of a happie issue 
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[ore 


to fullowe thereupon; Wee doubt not but 
these our directions, thus trade manifest, shall! 
be duely observed accordyng to the important 
consequence thereof, and the peryll of gure 
heavye displeasure to all those that shall of 
fende in the contrarie. 
of Hampton Court, the 11the day of Januarie, 
Per ipsum Regem.” 


Given at our honour 
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State of the Peerage. 


The following are the Names and Titles of all 
the ‘Temporal Lords, 


called, by writ, to the 


first Parl, of King James 1 


The first writ was directed to Sir Thos. Egerton, 


knt. lord Ellesmere, a little time beture, 
made lord high chancellor of England. 


Thomas, earl of Dor- 


set, lord high trea- 
. surer 


Wm. marg. of Win- 


chester, lord great 
chamberlain 


Edward, earl of Wor- 


cester, earl marshal 


Charles, earl of Not- 


tingham, lord high 
admiral, and high 
steward 


Thomas, e. of Suffolk, 


chamberlain of the 
household 


Hfenry, e. of Northum- 


berland 
Gilbert, e. of Shrews- 
bury 
Willian, e. of Derby 
Heury, e. of Kent 
Roger, e. of Rutland 
Georve, e. of Cumber- 
dand 
Robert, ¢. of Sussex 
Geo. ce. uf Huntingdon 
Wilham, e. of Bath 
Henry, earl of South- 
ampton — 
Edward, e. of Bedford 
Wm. e. of Pembroke 
Henry, e. of Lincoln 
Charles, e. of Devon 
Henry, e. of North- 
ampton 
Thomas, e. of Excter 
Philip, e. of Muntgo- 
mery 
Thomas, e. of Arundel 
Anthony, virc. Mon- 
tague | 
Thomas, visc. loward, 
of Byndon 
Geo.Tuchet, |. Audley 
Edw. Zouch, 1. Zouch 
Thomas West, |, De- 
laware 
Hen. Berkly,1.Berkley 
Edw.Parker, 1. Morley 
Ed, Stafford, l. Stafford 


Thomas, ]. Scrope, of 
Bolton 
Edw. Sutton, |. Dudley 
JuhnLumley,!.Lumley 
E.Stourton, |. Stourton 
Yenry,}. Herbert, dd- 
est son to the earl 
ot Worcester 
Jubhn Darcie, 1. Dar. 
cie, of Menell 
Wm. Parker, |. Mon- 
tegle, eldest son to 
l. Morley 
Wain. |. Sandys,of V yne 
Henry, 1. Windsor 
Henry, |. Mordaunt 
Edward, |. Cromwel 
Ralph, |. Evers 
Philip, 1. Wharton, of 
W herton 
Robert, |. Riche 
Cuthbert Ogle, 1. Ogle 
Tho. Cee, lL. Burghley 
Charles, J. Willough- 
by, of Parham 
Edmund, |. Shetheld. 
Tho:nas, |. Darcie, of 
Chiche 
William, !. Howard, of 
Effinghain,eldest son 
to the e. of Nottung- 
ham oO . 
William, 1. Chandois, 
of Sudeley 
John Carye,l,.Hunsden 
Oliver, 1. St. John, of 
Bletso : 
William, 1. Compton 
Fran.t.Norris,of Rycot 
Robert, lord Cecil, of 
Essingdon, principal 
secretary of state _ 
Robert, |. Sidney, of 
’ Penshurst 
William, 1. Knollys, of 
Grays 
Edward, |. Wotton, of 
Marley 
Francis, 1. Russel, of 
Thornhaygh 
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Henry, lord Grey, of William, 1. Cavendish, 


Grob 
John,].Petre,of Writtle 
Jolin, |. Harrington, of 

Laton 
Henry, 1. Danvers, of 

Dantsey 
Thomas, |. Gerard, of 

Gerard’s Bromley 
Robert, I. Spenser, of 

Wormlcyton 
Richard Fynes, 1. Say 

and Scle 


John, 1. Stanhope, of .. 


Harrington 
Thoinas, |. Arundel, of 
Warder 


of Hardwick | 


Francis, |. 
Nirtline | 

Edward, |. Nevile, of | 
Bergiwenny 

Theoptiius, l Floward, 
of Walden, eldest 
son to the e, of Sul | 
folk. | 

Edward, 1, Denney, of ! 
Walthain 

Georze, ]. Carew, * 
Clopton 

Thomas, |. Clinton, of | 
Sav,eldest sonto the | 
e, of Lincoln, 


North, _ 


List of the House of Commons. 


The following are the Names of all the Mem- 
bers of the House of Commons, returned to | Francis Vivian, esq. 


- serve m Parliament the 1st of James I. 1603, | 


with the Pluces they served for,” 


BEDFORDSHIRE, 
Oliver St. John, esq. 
Sir Edw. Radcliffe, kt. 

Bedford T, 
Sir Christ. Hatton, kt. 
Thomas Hawes, gent. 
| Becks, 

Sir F. Goodwyn, knt. 
Sir W. Fleetwood, ke, 
Buckingham 'V. 
Sir Thos. Denton, ke. 
Sir A. Teringham, kt. 

Wiccombe B. ” 
Sir J. Townshend, kt. 
Henry Fleetwood, esq. 
Aylesbury B, 
Sir Wm. Burlace, knt, 
Sir Wm. Smith, kne, 
Berks. - 

Sir Henry Nevile, knt. 
Sir Fran. Knollis, knt. 
New Windsor B. 
Sam, Bar's house, esq. 
Sir Fran. oward, kt. 
Reading B, 

Sir Jeron. Bowes, knt. 

Francis Moore, csq. 

Wallingford B, 

S;r Wm. Dunch, knt. 
Christ. Payne, gent. 

_ Abington B. 
Sir Rich. Lovelace, kt. 


Cornwatt. 

Sir Wil. Godolphin, kt. 
Sir Anth. Rowse, knt. 
Dunhivid, alias 
Launceston B, 

Sir Thos. Lake, knt, 
Ambrose Rowse, esq. 
Leshard B, 

Sir Wil. Killewrew, kt. 
Reginald Nichols, esq. 
Lestwithiel B. 

Sir T. Chaloner, knt. 
Sir Win. Lower, kat, 
Truro B. 

Thos. Burgess, esq. 

Henry Cossen, esq. 
Bodmyn B, 

John Stone, gent, 

Richard Spray, gent. 
Helston B, 

Sir John Leigh, kunt. 

Robert Nantan, esy. 
Saltash B, 

Sir R. Mainwood, kt. 
Thomas Pyvel, geut. 
Camelford, B, 

John Goad, esq. 


Anthony Turpin, gent. 


Portpighan, alias 

_ Westlowe B. 
Sir Wm, Wade, knt. 
Sir Hen. Goodyer, kt. 


ee ame meee ee 
* The manuscript is in Latin and bears this 
titte: “ Nomina Militum Comitatuum, Civium 
Civitatum, et Burgensium Villarum, sive Bur- 
gorum, ac Baronuim quinqne Portuum, venicn- 
dorum ad Parliamentum, summonitum apud 
Civitatem Westmonesterm, decimo nono Mic 
Marti, Anno Regis Jacobi, Anclie, Francia, 
et Hibernix primo, et Scotix tricessimo sep- 


timo. 1603.—Edwardus Plellips Miles, Pro- 


locutor,” 
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Grampound B, 
Str FL Baruham, kot. 
Win. Nove, esq. 

Fastlowe B. 

Sir Roh, Philips, kine, 
Sir John Parker, kunt. 
Penryn B. 

Sir Fdw. Conway, Ent, 
Sir Wm. Maynard, kt. 
LTreconey B, 
Henry Pomeroy, e349. 

Rd. Carvoich, gent. 
Bassiney B. 
Sir Jeronimus 
sey, knt. 
George Calvert, esq. 
St. Ives B, 
William Brook, esq. 
Jn. Tregenna, vent. 
Fowen B. 


Hors 


I{enry Pecter, gent, 
Sf. Germaias Be 
Sir Geo, Carew, knt, 

John Trott, gent, 
Mijhel B. 

William Carpe, esq. 

Wilham Tackwill, esq. 
Newport B, 

Sir Edw. Seyimor, kt. 
Sir R. Killezrewe, kt. 
St. Mazes B. 

Sir Jn. Specott, knt, 
Dudley Charlton, esq, 
hellington B. 
William Rolie, gent. 
Sir R. Wilbrahain, kt. 
CUMBERLAND. 
Willian Lawson, esq. 
Edw. Muszrave, esq. 
Carlisle C, 

T, Blenerbasset, esq. 
Wm. Barwick, esq. 
CAMBRIDGESHIRE. 
Sir John Pevton, kne. 
Sir John Cuttes, knt. 
Canbridge T. 
R.Wallys, alderman. 
J. Yaxley, alderman. 
Cambridge University. 
Nich. Stiward, LL.D. 
H. Mowtclowe, LL.D. 
Cirsurre. 

Sir Tho. Holcrott, kt. 
Sir Rocer Astone, kt. 
Chester C, 
Thoinas Gamul, esq, 
Hugh Ghaster, esq. 

DERBYSHIRE, 

Sir Fohn Harpur, knt. 
William Knytton, esq. 
Derby ¥. 

John Baxter, vent. 

Edw. Sleighe, gent. 
DEVONSHIRE, 

Sir John Ackland, kt. 


| Edward Seymor, esq, 
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Exeter C, 
George Smnith, esq. 
John Prowze, gent. 
Lutness B. 
Christ. Brooking, mer. 
Walter Dottyn,merch. 
Plymouth B. 
Sir Rd. Hawkins, knt, 
James Bagge, gent, 
Barnestuple B. 
Thomas [linzon, esq, 
George Peard, gent. 
Plenpton B. 
Sir Wim, Strood, knt. 
Warwick Fcale, gent, 
Tarvistoke B. 

Sir G, Fleetwood, knt. 
Ed. Duncombe, gent. 
Dartmouth, Clifton, 
Hardness, B. 
Thomas Holland,gent. 


. Thomas Gurney, gent. 


Borealston B. 
Humphry Maye, esq. 
Sir Rich. Strode, kat. 

DOorsSETSHIRE. 
Sir Thos. Freake, knt, 
John Williams, esq. 

Poole ¥. = 
Edward Man, gent. 
Thos. Roberts, merch, 

Dorci:cster B. 
Math. Chrobbe, gent. 
Jolin Spicer, gent. 

Lyme B. 
Sir Francis Russel, kt, 
George Jetferye, esq. 

Weymouth B. 
Tho. Baretoote, mayor 
Sir J, Hannam, kne, 

Melcombe- Regis B. 
Rob. White, alderman 
R. Middleton, merch. 

Bridport B. 
Sir Robert Miller, kt. 
John Pitt, gene. 

Shaftsbury B. 
Robert Hopton, esq. 
John Boden, gent. 

Corfe Castle B. 
Sir John Hobarte, kt, 
Ed. Duncombe, gent. 

Fssrx. 

Sir Gamal. Capel, kt, 
Sir F. Barrington, ke. 
Colchester B. 
Robert Barker, esq. 
Edward Alford, esq. 
Malden B. 

Sir Robert Rich, knt. 
Sir John James, kat. 
Harwich B, 

Folm Panton, esq. 
Thomas Trever, esq, 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 
Sit Tho. Berkeley, knt. 
Jn, Trogmortyn, esq. 
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Tewkesbury B. Leicester To Norwich C, Sir John Egerton, ke. 
Sir Dudley Diggs, knt. Sir W. Skipwith, knt. | Sir H. Hobarte, knt, | Litchteld C, 


Edw. Ferrers, vent. 
Gloucester C. 
Nich. Overbury, esq. 

John Jones, esq. 
Cirencester B. 
Ara. Oidsworth, esq. 
Ser Anth. Maney, kt. 
HUNTINGDONSHIRE, 
Sir Oli. Cromwell, kt. 
Sir Robert Cotton, kt. 
Huntingdon T. 
Sor Hen. Cromwel, kt 

Thoinas Hetley, esq. 
Hikrvrorpsitre. 
Sir Hen. Carey, kut. 
Rowl. Lytton, ex. 
St> di/bans B. 

Sic Thos. Parry, knt. 
Sir Hen. Helines, koe. 
ine brorDsitRre. 
Sir J. Scudamore, kut. 

Str H. Crutte, knt. 
Herejard C, 
A. Pembridge, esq. 
John Hoskins, esq. 
Lempster B. 
Thos. Coningsby, esq. 
John Powle, gent. 
Kent. 
Sir John Scot, knt. 
Sir J. Lewson, knet. | 
Canterbury C. 
Sir John Boyes, kunt. 
“t Bat. Hadd, esq. 
: Rochester CC. ~* 
~ Sir Edw. Hobby, knt. 
Sir PT. Walsingham, kt. 
Maidstone B. 

Sir Fran. Fane, kut. 
Law. Washington, esq. 
Quimburgh. 

Rich. Wright, gent. 
Sir Mich. Sandys, knt. 
Lixconnsuire. 
Thos. Id. Clinton and 
Saye | 
John Sheffield, esq. 
Lincoln C, 
Sir T. Grantham, kunt. 
Sir E. Tyrwhite, kne. 
Boston B. 
Anthony Irbic, esq. 
Fras. Bullingham, esq. 
Great Grimsby B. 
Sir G.St. Poole, knt. 
Sir Win, Wraye, kut. 
- Stanford B. 
Wenry Hall, esq. 
Sir Edw. Cecil, knt, 
Grantham B, 

Sir Geo. Manners, kt. 
Sir T. Horseman, kate. 
LEIcESTERSHIRF, 
Sir T. Beaumont, kunt. 


Sir W. Herrvche, kne. 
LANCasHIRE, 

Sir R. Moltleyneux, kt. 
Sir R. Houghton, knt, 
Lancasier B. 

Sir T. Howard, knt. 
Thos. Fanshawe, esq. 
Preston B. 
Sir V. Skyoner, knt, 
Win. Holte, esq. 
Liverpool B. 

G. Brooke, alderman 
T. Remtheiene, gent. 
Newton B. 

Sir J. Luke, kunt. 
Rich, Ashton, geut. 
Wisan B. 
Sir Wm. Crooke, knt. 
Sir J. Poultney, kat. 
Clithero B. 
Sir J. Dormer, knt. 
Martin Lyster, esq. 
MrvppLesex. 
Sir W. Fleetwood, knt. 
Sir R. Wroth, knt. 
Westminster C. 
Sir Walter Cope, kant. 
Sir Julius Csar, knt. 
London C, 
Sir Thos, Lowe, knt. 
Sir H. Montague, kut. 
Rich. Fuller, esq. 
Rich. Gore, merchant 
Mon MouTHSHIRE, 
Sir Thomas Somerset, 
knt. 
Sir John Herbert, knt. 
Monmouth T. 
Sir R. Johnson, knt. 
NonTHAMPTONSHIRE. 
Sir FE. Montagne, kut. 
Sir V. Knightly, kne. 
Peterbsrough C. 
Sir Rich. Cecil, kur. 
Edw. Wymatke, gent. 
Nucthampton T. 
Henry Yelverton, esq 
Edward Mercer, geut. 
Bracley B. 
Sir Rich. Spencer, kt. 
Win. Lyle, gent. 
ere Ferrars B. 
Sir G. Pemberton, kt. 
NOTTINGHAMSHIRE, 
Sir John Hollis, kunt. 
Sir .P. Willoughby, kt. 


Nottingham TY. 


Rich. Hurte, alderman [ 


A. Jackson, alderman 
East Rettord B. 
Sir J. Thornhagh, knt. 
Su Thos. Darrel, knt. 
NORFOLK. 

Sir N. Bacon, knt. 


Sic Basil Brooke, knt. «Sir C. Cornwallis, kt. 


EL A I A EA AI PTS aE a EESTI SO eS a ey rt gh 


John Pettus, esy. 
Lynne Regis T 
Thos. Oxborough, esq. 

Robt, Hitcham, esq 
Great Yarmouth T. 
Thos. Damatts, gent. 
John Wheeler, gent. 
Thelford B. 
Sir W. Twissenden, kt. 
Sir W. Paddye, knt. 
Castle-Rysing B. 
Sir T. Mountjoy, knt. 
Sir R. Townshend, kt. 
NontHUMBERLAND. 
Sir Ratoh Grey, kant. 
Sir LiaWiddrington, kt, 
Newcastle on Lyne T, 
Sir G. Selbve, kant. 
len, Chapinan, esq. 
Morpeth B. 
Sir C. Perkins, knt. 
John Hare, es4. 
Berwick T. 
SirW. Seiove, knet, 
C. Perkinson, esq. 
OXFORDSHIRE, 
Sir Anth. Cope, knt. 
John Doyley, esq. 
Oxford C. 

Sir Fra. Leighe, knt. 
Tho. Wentworth, esq. 
Oxford-Universily. 

Dan, Dun, LL.D. 
Win. Byrd, LL.D. 
Woodstock B. 
Tho. Spencer, ¢5q. 
Robert Whitlock, esq? 
Banbury B. 

Sir Wm. Cope, knt. 
Reteanpsutre. 
Sur Ja. Harrington, kt. 
sir Wim. Bulstrode, kt. 
SURREY, 

Sir Wm. Mourve, kut. 
Su Edw. Bowyer, knt, 
Southwark Bo 
Sir Geo. Rivers, knt. 
Wim. Mahewe, gent.s 
Blechingleigh B. 
Sir Jobn ‘Trever, knt. 
Rd. Bellingham, esq. 
Kigate K, 

Sir Edw. Pioward, knt, 
HerLert Pelham, esq. 
Gutord B. 

Sir Geo, Moore, knt. 
George Atiten, gent. 
Gutton B. 

Sir Tho. Gresham, ke. 
Sir Nich. Saunders, kt. 
Hluselnere B. 

Sir Edw, Frank, knt. 
Wim. Jackson, esq. 

STATFORDSHIRE. 


Sir Edw. Littleton, kt. 


Anthony Dyott, esq. 


Tho. Crewe, esq. 
Stafford B. 
Geo. Cradock, esq. 
Arthur Ingram, esq. 
Newcusile under Line. 
Sir Wale. Chetwind, kt 
Rowland Catton, gent. 
Lamaorth B. 


Sir Tho: Beaumont, kt. - 


Sir John Ferrers, kt. 
Su RopsHIRn. 

Sir Roger Gwin, knt. 
Sir Rob. Needham, kt. 
Shrewsbury 'T, 

Rich. Barker, esq. 
Francis Tate, esq. 
Bridgenorth B. 
Sir Lod. Lewknor, kt. 
Ludlowe B. 
Rob. Berrye, esq. 
Rich. Fisher, gent. 
Great-Wendlock. 
Rob, Lawley, gent. 
Geo. Lawley, -gent. 
Bishop's Castle Y. 
Wm. ‘Twynehoe, esq. 
Samuel Lewknor, esq. 
SOU THAMPTONSILIRE, 
Sir R, Oxenbnidge, kt. 
Sir Win. Jepthson, kt. 
Winchester C, 

Sir John Moor, knee, - 
Edw. Cooke, alder. 
Southampton T. 
Sir Tho. Fleminge, kt. 
Sir John Jefferies, ke. 
Portsmouth T. 

John Corbett, esq. 

Rich. Jenvye, gent. 

— Yurmouth B. 

Thomas Cheek, esq. 

Arth. Bromiield, geut. 
Petersfield B, 


Sir Wm. Harvye, knt,. 


Sir W, Kingsewcll, kt. 
Newport B. 
Richard James, esq. 
John Ashtell, esq. 
Stockbridge B. 
Sir Williain Fortescue, 
Ant, 


Sir Edwin Sandys, knt, . 


Newton B, 
Tho. Wilson, gent. 
Wm. Mervis, gent. 
Christ-Church B. 

Rich. Martin, esq. 
Nicholas Hide, esq. 

Whetchurch B. 
Sir Rich. Pawlett, kne, 
Tho. Brookes, gent. 

Lymington B. 
Tho. Marshal, gent. 
Thoinas South, gent, 
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Andaver B. 

Sir Tho. Jermyn, knt. 
Tho. Antrobus, gent. 
SUFFOLK. 

Sir John Higham, kt. 
Sir Rob. Drury, kt. 

Ipswich V. 

_ Sir H. Glenhan, kt. 
Sir Francis Bacon, kt. 
Dunwich B. 

Sir Tho. Smith, knt. 

Peter Gaudy, esq. 

, Orford B. 
Sir M. Stanhope, kt. 
Sir W. Cornwallis, kt. 
Aidborough B. 
Sir W. Woodhouse, kt. 
Tho. Rivett, esq. 
Sudborough B. 
Sir ¥. Beckingham, kt. 
Tho. Eden, jun. gent. 
Eye B. 
Sir H. Buckingham, kt. 
Sir John Kaye, knt. 
SoMERSETSHIREN 
’ Sir Fran. Hastings, kt. 
Sir Edw. Phellips, kt. 
Bristol C. 
Jn. Whitston, merch. 
Vho. James, merch. 
Bath C. . 
Wm. Sherstone, alder. 
Christ. Stone, esq. 
Welles C. 
¥.dw. Forcett, esq. 
Jacob Keiton, esq. 
Launton B. 
Edw. Hexte, esq. 
Joho Bond, gent. 
Bridgewater B. 
N. Hasselmere, gent. 
Jolin Povey, esq. 
Mynkead B. 
Ambrose Purvill, gent. 
Sir M. Berkeley, knt. 
~ Sussex. 
ar Cha. Howard, knt, 
Henry Carey, esq. - 
Chichester C. 
Adrian Stoughton, esq. 
Sir John Morley, knt. 
Horsham B. 
Sir John Dodridge, kt. 
Sir Mich. Hixe, kat. 
Midhurst B. 
Francis Nevile, esq- 
Sir Rd. Weston, kurt. 
Lewes B. 

_ Henry Nevile, esq. 
Joha Shirley, serjeant 
at law. 

Shorehan B. 

Sw B. Whitstones, kt. 
Sis Hugh Beeston, kt. 
Steyning B. 

_ Sir The. Shirley, kat. 
Su Tho. Bishop, knt. 


East Grinstead B: 
Sir H. Crompton, kt. 
Sir Jn. Swimerton, kt. 

Arundel B. 
Tho. Preston, esq. 
John Tye, esq. 

WESTMORLAND. 
Sir T. Strickland, kt. 
Siz Rd. Musgrave, ke. 

__ Appleby B. 

Sir John Morris, kt. 
Sir Wm. Bowyer, kt. 

WILTSHIRE, 

Sir Fran. Pophai, kt. 

Sir W. Vaughan, kt. 
New-Sarum C. 

Giles Tooker, esq. 

Rd. Godfrey, gent. 

Wilton B. 

Sir Tho. Edmonds, kt. 

Thomas Morgan, esq. 

Downton B. 

Sir C. Raleigh, knt. 
Wm. Stockman, gent. 
Hindon B. 

Sir Edw. Ludlowe, kt. 
Tho. Thynne, esq. 

Heitesbury B. 
Sir Wm. Eyer, knt. 
Walter Gawen, gent. 

Westbury. 
Sir James Ley, knt. 
Matthew Lee, esq. 
Caine B. 
Sir Edw, Carey, kant. - 
John Nois, esq. 
_ - Devizes B. 
Sir H. Bainton, knt. 
Robert Drue, gent. 
Chippenham B. 
Jn. Hungerford, esq. 
John Roberts, gent. 
Mulimesbury B. 
Sir Roger Duailyson, ke. 
Sir Tho, Dallyson, kt. 

Cricklade B. 
Sir J. Hungerford, kt. 
Sir Hen. Pool, knt. 

Great- Beda yn B. 
John Rodney, esq. 
Auth. Hungertord,esq. 

Ludeershal B, 
James hirton, esq. 
Hen. Ludlowe, gent. 

Old Surwn B. 
William Ravenscroft, 

esq. 
Edw. Leach, esq. 
Wotton- Basset B. 
Henry Martin, esq. 
Alex. Tutt, esq. 

Marlbrough, 
Lawrence Hide, esq. 
Rich. Digge, esq. 

WORCESTERSHIRE. 


Sir Hen. Bromley, kt. 
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March 19th, 1608, which was still within the 
first year of this reign, the parl. met at West- 
minster. 
estate; the prince of Wales, with all the lords 
spiritual and temporal, according to ancient 
Custom, rode on horse-back from Whitehall to 
Westminster, in their parliament robes. When 
the King being seated on the throne, it pleased 
his maj. in person, to declare the cause of the 
summons to the two houses, in the fullowing 
specch :— 

The King’s Speech to his first Parl.| “ My 
lords of the higher house, and you knights and 
burgesses of the lower, It did no sooner please 
God to lighten his hand, and relent the violence 
of his devouring angel against the poor people 
of this city, but as soon did I resulve to call 
this parl. and that for three chief and principal 
reasous.—TVhe first whereof_is (and which of 
itself, though there were no more, is not only 
a sufficient, but a most full and necessary 
ground and reason for convening of this assem- 
bly) the first reason, I say, is, that you who arc 
here presently assembled to represent the body 
of this whole kingdoin, and of all sorts of peo- 
pte within the same, may with your own ears 
hear, and that I out of my own mouth may 
deliver unto you, the assurance of my due 
thankfulness for your so joyful and general 
applause, to the declaring and receiving me in 
this seat (which God, by my birth-right, and 
lineal descent, had, in the fullness .of time, 
provided for me) and that immediately after it 
pleased God to call your late sovereign, of ta- 
mous memory, full of days, but fuller of immor- 
tal trophies of honour, out of this transitory 
hfe. Not that I am able to express by words, 
or utter by eloquence, the vive image of mine 
inward thankfulness; but only that out of my 
own mouth, you may rest assured to expect 
that meysure of thankfulness at my hands, 
which is according tu the intiniteness of your 
deserts, and to my inclination and ability, for 
requital of the sume. Shall I ever, nay, can I 
ever be able, or ‘rather so unable in memory, 
as to furget your unexpected readiness and ala- 


. cerity, your ever memorable resolution, and 


your most wonderful conjunction and harmony 
of your hearts, in declaring and embracing me 
as your undoubted and lawful king and gover- 
nor? Or shall it ever be blotted out of my mind, 
how at mg first entry into. this kingdom, the 
people of all sorts rid and ran, nay rather flew 
to mcet me? their eyes flaming nothing but 
sparkles of affection, their mouths and tungues 
uttering nothing but sounds of joy ; their hands, 
feet, and all the rest of their meinbers in their 
gestures, discovering a passionate longing, and 
earnestness to meet and embrace their new 
soverdizgu. € Quid ergo retribuam? Shall I al- 
low in myself that which I could never bear 
with in another? No, I must plainly and freely 
confess here in all your audiences, that I did 
ever naturally so far mislike a tongue too 
smooth, and diligent in paying their creditors, 
with fip-payment and verbal thanks, as I ever 
gia peas that sort of people, meant nut to pay 
OL. 1. 
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their debtors in more substantiul sort of coin. 
And theretore for expressing of iny thankful- 
ness, I must resort unto the other two reasons 
of my convening of this parl. by them in action 
to utter my thankfulness; both the said reasons 
having but one ground, which is the deeds 
whereby all the days of my life, I am, by God’s 
grace, to express my said thankfulness towards 
you, but divided m this; that in the first of these 
Lo, Inine actions of thanks are so inseparably 
conjoined with my person, as they are in @ 
manner become individually annexed to the 
sane. In the other reason, mine actions are 
such, as I may either do them, or leave them 
undone, though by God’s grace, I hope never 
to be weary of the doing them.—As to the first 
it is the blessings which God hath, in my per- 
son, bestowed upon you all,,wherein I protest, 
I do more glory at the same for your weal, than 
for any particular respect of my own reputation 
or advautage therein. ‘he frst then of the 
blessings which God hath jointly with my per- 
son sent unto you, is outward peace; that is, 
eace abroad with all foreign neighbours: for, | 
Fihank God, I may justly say, that never since 
[ was a king, I either received wrong of any 
other christian prince or state, or did wrong to 
any; Ihave ever, I praise God, yet kept peace, 
and amity with all, which hath been so far tied 
to my person, as at my coming here you are wit- 
nesses, I tound the state embarkcd in a great 
and tedious war, and only by mine arrival 
here, and by the peace in my person, is now 
aunity kept, where war was before, which is ne 
small blessing to a christian commonwealth; 
for by peace abroad with their neighbours the 
towns flourish, the merchants become rich, the 
trade doth increase, and the people of all sorts 
in the land enjoy free liberty to exercise them- 
selves in their several vocatiuns, without peril 
or disturbance. Not that I think this outward 
peace so unseparably tied to my person, as E 
dare assuredly promise to myself, and to you, 
the certain continuance thereof; but thus far 
I can very well assure you, and, on the word of 
a king, promise uuto you, that I shall never give 
the first occasion of the breach thereof; neither 
shall I ever be moved for any particular, or pri- 
vate passion of mind, to interrupt your public 
peace, exccpt I be forced thereunto, cither for 
reparation of the honour of the kingdom, or 
else by necessity for the weal and preservation 
of the same; in which case, a secure and hon. 
war must be preferred to an unsecure and dis- 
honourable peace. Yet Ido hope, by my ex- 
perience of the by-past blessings of peace, which 
God hath so long, ever since my birth, bestow- 
ed upon me, that he will not be weary to con- 
tinue ihe same, nor repent him. of his grece 
towards me ; transferring that sentence of king 
David’s upon his by-past victories of war, to 
mine of peace; that that God who preserved 
mé from the devouring jaws of the bear, and 
of the lion, and delivered them into my hand, 
shall now also grant me victory over that uncir- 
cumcised Philistinc.—But although outward 


peace a a great blessing, yet i¢ is as far infee 
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Tior to peace tithin, as civil wars are more cruel 
vod unnatural than wars abroad. And there- 
fore ihe second great blessing that God hath, 
with my person, scene unto you, Is peace within, 
aud that in a double form: first, by any descent 
Jineally out of the loins of Henry VII. is re- 
united and confirmed in me the union of the two 
princely rdses of the two houses of Lancaster 
and York, whereot that king, of happy memory 
Wap the first uniter, as be was also the first 
ground-layer of the other peace (the lamentable 
and iniserable evcuts, by the civil and bloody 
disscusion. betwixt: these two houses’ was so 
great, and so late, as it need not be rdnewed 


uulo vour memories) which as it was frst set-_ 


tled and united in him, so it is pow reunited 
and comtirmed in me; bem justly and lineailly 
descended, not only of thai hap py conjunction, 
Dut or both the branches thercol in mnaay Lines 
betore. But the umon of these two princely 


houses is nothing comparable to the union of 


two uncient and (ios kingdoms, which is the 


other inward peace annexed to my person .— 


And here [ must crave vour paticuce for a lit- 
tle space, to give me leave to discourse miore 
particularly of the benetits that do arise of that 
union which is made in my bluod, being a mat- 
ter that belongeth most properly to me to speak 
of, as the head, wherein that great body is 
united. And first, if we were to look no higher 
than to natural and vhysical reasons, we may 
easily he persuaded of the great benefits that by 
that anion do redound vo the whole island ; for 
iftweaty thousand men be a strong army, is 
not the double thereof, forty thousand, a dou- 
bie the stronger army? Ifa baron enricheth 
himseif with double as many lands as he had 
before, is he not double the greater? Nature 
teacheth us, that mountiuins are made of 
motes; and that at first, kingdoms being di- 
vided, and every parucular town, or little 
country (as tvrants or usurpers could obtain 
the possession) a signory apart, many of 
these lithe kingdoms are now in process of 
time, by the ordinance of God, joined into 
"great monarchies, whereby they’ are becoine 
vowertul within themselves, to ‘defend them- 
selves from all outward invasions, and their 
head and governor thereby enabled to re- 
deem them from foreign assaults, and punish 
private transgressions within. Do we do not 
‘et remember that this kingdom was divided 
into seven litle kingdoms, besides Wales? And 
is it not now the stronger by their union? And 
hath not the union of Wales to England added 
nercater streneth thereto? Which, though it 
Nits a great principality, was nothing com- 
parable in greatness and power to the ancient 
and famous s kingdom of Scotland. But what 
shall we stick upon any natural appearance, 
when it is manitest, that God, by Ins Almighty 
Providerce, hath pre-ordained it so to be? 
Llath not God first united these two kingdoms, 
both in languase and religion, and sinmulitude 
gf manners? Yea, hath he not made us all in 
ene island, compassed with one sea, and of it- 
sell, by nature ) $0 indivisible, as alinost those 
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that were bordcrers themselves om the late 

border-, cannot distinguish, nor know, or dix 

cern their own limits? These two countries 

being separated neither by sea nor great river, 

mountain nor other strength of nature, but 

ouly by little small brooks, or demolished little 

walls, so as rather they were divided in appre- 

hensionv, than in efiect; aud now in the end 
and tulness of time united, the rizht and tite 
of both im my person, alike lineally descended 
of both the crowns, whereby it is now become 
ina little world with itself, being intrenched 
und tortified round about with a natural, and 
yet admirable, strong pond or ditch, whereby 
ill the former fears of this nation are now quite 
cut olf: the other part of the island being ever 
before now, not only the place of landing to 
il sirangers that were to make invasion here, 

but likewise moved by the enemies of this state, 
by untiaicly incursions, to make intorced di- 
version from their conquests, for detending 
themselves at hame, and keeping sure their 
back-door, as then it was called, which was 
the greatest hindrance and Jett my predeces- 
sors of this nation ever got, in disturbing them 
trom their many famous and glorious conquests 
abroad: ‘ What God hath conjoined then, let 
no man separate.’ Iam the husband, and 
all the whole islaud is my lawtul wite; I 
am the head, and it is my body; I am the 
shepherd, and it is my flock: hope, there- 
fore, no man will be so unreasonable as to 
think that I, that am a christian king under 
the gospel, should be a polygamist, and hus- 
band -to two wives; that I being the head, 
should have a divided and monstrous body ; or 
that being the shepherd of so fair a flock 
(whose fuld hath no wall to fence it but the 


‘four seas) should have my flock parted in two. 


But as Dam assured, that no bonest subject, of 
whatsoever desree, within my whole domi- 
nions, 1s less glad of this joyful union than I 
am: so muy the frivolous objection of any that 
would be hinderers of this work (which God 
hath in my person already established) be 
easily answered; which can be none, except 
such as are either blinded with ignurauce, or 
clse trauspurted with malice, being unable to 
live in a well-zoverned commonwealth, and 
only delighting to fish in troubled waters: for 
if they would stand upon their reput&tion, and 
privileges of any of the kingdoms; I pray you, 
were not both of the kingdoms monarchies 
from the beginning? Aud, conse quently, could 
ever the body be counted without the head, 
which was ever unseparably joimed thereunto? 
So that as the honour and privileges of any of 
the kingdoms could not be divided from their 
sovercivn ; so are they now confounded and 


jomed in my person, who ain equal and alike 


kindly head to both. When this kingdom of 
England was divided into so many petty king- 
doms (as I told you before) one of them eat up 
another, till they were all united into one. And 
vet can Wiltshire or Devonshire, which were 
of the West-Saxons (although their kingdom of 
longest durance, and did, by conquest, over: 
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come divers of the rest of the little kingdoms) 
make claim to priority of place or honour be- 
fore Sussex, Essex, or other shires, which were 
conquered by them? And have we not the like 
experience in the kingdom of France, being 
composed of divers duchies, and one after ano- 
ther conquered by the sword? For even as lit- 
tle brooks lose their names by running and 
falling into great rivers, and the very name and 
memory of great rivers swatlowed up in the 
ocean: so by the conjunction of divers little 
kingdoms into one, are all these private dif 
ferences and questions swallowed up. And 
since the success was happy of the Saxon king- 
doms, conquered by the spear of Bellona; now 
much greater reason have we to expect a happy 
issue of this greater union, which is ouly tasten- 
ed and bound up by the wedding ring of Astrea? 
And as God hath made Scothiud (the one half 
of this island) to enjoy my birth, and the tirst 
aud most imperfect half of my hie; and you 
here to enjoy the pertect and last half thereof: 
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socan I not think that any would be so. inju-.| 


rious to me, no not in their thoughts and 
wishes, as to cut asunder the one half of me 
from the other. 
enough insisted, resting assured, that in your 
hearts and minds you all applatid this my dis- 
course.—Now although these blessings (before 
rehearsed) of inward and outward peace be 
creat; yet seeiy that in all yood things a great 
part of their goodness and estimatina is lost, 
af they have not appearance of perpetuity 
or long continuance: so hath it pleased Al- 
mighty God to accompany my person also 
with that favour, having healthtil and, hope- 
ful issue of my body (whereof some are here 
present) for continuauce and propagation of 
that undoubted rizht which is i my person ; 
under whom T doubt uot but it will please 
God to prosper and coutinue tor many years 
this vnion, and all other blessings of in- 
ward and vatward peace which [ have broucht 
with me. But neither peace outward, nor 
peace inward, nor any other blessing that can 
follow thereupon, nor appearance of the per- 
petuity thereof, by propagation in posterity, 
are but weak pillars and rotten reeds to lean 
unto, if God doth not strengthen, and, by the 
staff of his blessing, make them durable; foxy 
in vain doth the watchman watch the city, if 
the Lord be not the principal defence thercof; 


in vain doth the builder build the house, if 


God give not the success; and im vain (ax Paul 
saith) doth Paul plant and Apollos water, if 
God give not the increase; for all wordly 
blessings are but like switt passing shadows, 
fading flowers, or chaff blown betore the wind, 
if by the profession of true religion, and works 
according thereunto, God be not moved to 
inaintain and settle the thrones of princes. 
And, although that since mine entry into this 
kingdom, I have, both by mecting with divers 
of the ecclesiastical estate, and likewise by di- 
vers proclamations clearly declared by mind 
in points of religion; yet do I not think it 
ainiss, 1D this so solemn an audience, to take 


But in this matter L have far | 


| 
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occasion to discover somewhat of the secrets 
vf my heart in that matter. For I shall never 
(with God's grace) be ashamed to mike puha 
lic profession thereof upon all occasions, lest 
God should be ashamed of me before men 
and angels; especially Test at this time men 
nuelt presume tnrther, upon the miskauw ledge 
of iny meaning, to trouble this parliament of 
ours than were convenient, At my figst come- 
ing, although I tound but one religion, and 
that which by myself is profes-ed, pubhely al- 
lowed, and by the law maintained; yet found. 
I another sort of religion, besides a private 
sect, lurking within the bowels of this nation, 
The first.is the true rclizion, which by ime ig 
protessed, and by law is established: the 2nd 
is, the talsely called, Catholics, but traly Pa- 
pists: the 8rd, which Teall a sect rather than 
areligion, is the Puritans and Novelists; whe 
do not so.far differ from us in points of rei 
gion, as in their confused form, of policy and 
parity; being ever discontented with the pres 
sent government, and impatient to suber any 
superiority, which maketh their sects iasuffer- 
able in’ any well-coverned, commonwealth, 
But as for my course towards them, Lb remit it 
tomy proclamations made upon that subrect, 
—And now for the Papists, Pmust put a.differ- 
ence berwixt mine own private profession of 
mine own salvation, and my politic govern- 
meat of the realm for the weal aud quictuess 
thereof. As for mine own profession, you 
have me vour head now amongst you of the 
same religion that the body is of. As Tam no 
stranger to you in blood, no more an [a 
stranger to vou in faith, or in the matters cons. 
cerning the honse of God. And although this 
my profession be according to mine cduca- 
tien, wherein (f thank God) I sucked the milk 
of God’s truth with the milk of my nurse; yet 
do I here protest unto vou, that TD woulkt never. 
for such a conceit of constancy, or ether pre= 
judicate opimon, have so firmly kept my tivse 
profession, If Ehad not found at agreeable ta, 
nll reasyn, and to the rute af iny conscience. 
But [was never violent nor unreasonable in imy 
profession: Tacknowledze the Roman church 
to be our mother church, although detled with, 
some infirmites and corruptions, as the Jews. 
were when they crucified Christ: and as Dan 
none enemy to the hfe of a sick man, because 
T would have his body purged of il buimours; 
no more an I enemy to their church because 
F would have them reform their errors, not 
wishing the down-throwing of the temple, but 
that it might be purged and cleansed from 
corruption; otherwise, how can they wish us 
to enter, if their house be not first inade clean? 
But as T would be loather to dispense in the 
least point of mine own conscience for any 
wordly respect, than the foolishest Precisi:ny 
of them all; so wonld [ be as sorry to strait 
the politic government of the bodies and 
minds of all my subjects to my private opi- 
nions: nay, my mind was cver so free from 
persecution, or thralling of my subjects in mat: 
ters. of conscicace, as 1 hope that those of that 
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profession within this kingdom have a proof 
since my coming, that I was so far from in- 
creasing their burdens with Rehoboam, as I 
have, so much as either time, occasion, or law 
could permit, lightened them. And even now 
at this time, have I been carcful to revise and 
consider decply upon the laws made against 
them, that some overture may be porponed to 
the present parl. for clearing these laws, by 
reason (which is the soul of the law) in case 
they have ‘been, in times past, further or more 
rigorously extended by judges than the mean- 
“ing of the law was, or might tend to the hurt as 
well of the innocent as of guilty persons. And 
as to the persons of my subjects which are of 
that profession, I must dividg them into two 
ranks, clerics and laics; for the part of the 
laics, certainly I ever thought them far more 
excusable than the other sort; because that 
sort of religion containcth such an ignorant, 
doubtful, and implicit kind of faith in the la- 
ics grounded upon their church, as except they 
generally believe whatsoever their teachers 
please to athrm, they cannot be thought guilty 
of these particular points of heresies and cor- 
ruptions which their teachers do so wilfully 
rofess. And again, I must subdivide the same 
fies into two ranks; that 3s, either quiet and 
well-minded men, peaceable subjccts, who, 
either being old, have retained their first 
drunken-in liquor, upon a certain shametaced- 
ness to be thought curious or changeable; or, 
being young men, through evil education, have 
never been nursed or brought up, but upon 
such venom in place ot wholesome nutrimeut; 
and that sort of people, I would be sorry to 
punish their bodies tor the error of their minds, 
the reformation whereof must only come of 
God, and the true spirit, But the other rank 
of laics, who, either through curiosity, affecta- 
tion of novelty, or discontentment in their pri- 
vate humours, have changed their coats, only 
‘to be factious stirrers of sedition, and perturb- 
ers of the commonwealth; their backwardness 
in their religion giveth a ground to me the 
magistrate, to take the better heed to their 
ee and to correct their obstinacy. 
ut for the part of the clerics, I must fitteedly 
say and affirm, that as lonz as they maintain 
one special point of their doctrine, and ano- 
ther point of their practice, they are no way 
sufferable to remain in this kingdom. Their 
point of ductrine is that arrogant and ambi- 
tious supremacy of their head, the Pope; 
whereby he not only clans to be spirjtual 
head of all Christians, but also to have an im- 
perial civil power over all kings and emperors; 
dethroning and decrowning princes with his foot, 
as pleaseth him, and dispensing and disposing 
of all kingdoms and empires at his appetite. 
The other point which they observe in conti- 
nual practice, 1s the assassinates and murders 
of kings; thinking it no sin, but rather a mat- 
ter of salvation, to do all acts of rebellion and 
hostility against their natural sovereign lord, 
if he be once cursed, his subjects discharged of 
their fidelity, and his kingdom given a prey by 


that three-crowned monarch, or rather mon- 
ster, their head. And in this paint I have no 
occasion to speak further here, saving that I 
could&wish from my heart, that it would please 
God to make me one of the members of such 

a gencral Christian union in religion, as laving 

wilfulness aside on both hands, we might meet 

in the midst, which is the center and perfec- 

tion of all things. For if they would leave, 

and be ashamed of such new and gross cor- 
ruptions of theirs, as themselves cannot main- 

tain, nor deny to be worthy of reformation; I 

would, for mine own part, be content to meet 
them in the mid-way, so that all novelties 
might be renounced on either side. For as 
my faith is the true ancient catholic and apos- 
tolic faith, grounded upon the scriptures and 
express word of God; so will I ever yield all 
reverence to antiquity in the points of ecclesi- 
astical policy; and by that means shall I ever, 
with God's grace, keep mysclf from ever be- 
ing an hereuc in faith, or schismmatic in mate 
ters of Policy. But of one thing would T have 
the Papists of this land to be admonished, 
that they presume not so much apon my len- 
ty (because 1 would be loth to be thought a 
persecutor) as thereupon, to think it lawtul for 
them daily to inerease their number and 
strength in this kingdom; whereby, if not in 
my tine, at least in the time of my posterity, 
they might be in hope to erect their religion 
agin. No; let them assure themselves, that, 
as T ain a friend to their persons, if they be 
good subjects; so am I an avowed enemy, 
and do denounce mortal war to their errors; 
and, that as 1 would be sorry to be driven by 
their ill behaviour from the protection and 
conservation of their bodies and lives ; so will 
I never cease, as far I can, to tread down 
their errors and wrong opinions. For I could 
not permit the increase and growing of their 
religion, without first betraying of myself 
and miae own conscience: secondly, this 
whole isle, as well the part Io am come 
from, as the part I remain in, in betraving 
their liberties, and reducing them to the tor- 
mer slavish yoke, which both had cast off be- 
fore I came amongst then: and, thirdls, 
the liberty of the crown in my _ posterity, 
which I should leave again in slavery, having 
found it Ielt free to me by my predecessor. 
And therctore, would I wish all good subjects 
that are deceived with that corruption ; first, 
if they find any beginning of instinction 19 
themselves of knowledge and Jove to the truth, 
to foster the same by all lawful means, and to 
beware of quenching the spirit that worketh 
within them; and if they can find as yet no 
motion tending that way, to be studious to 
read and confer with learned men; and to use 
all such means as may further their resolution, 
assuring themselves, that as long.as they are 
disconformable in rcligion from us, they can- 
not be but half my subjects; be able to do but 
half service, and I to want the best half of 
them, whigh is their souls; And here have I 
occasion to speak to you wy lords the bishops: 
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for as you, my jord of Durham, said very learn- 
edly to day in your sermon, ‘ correction with- 
out instruction, is but a tyranny;’ so ought 
you, and all the clergy under you, to be more 
careful, vigilant, and diligent than you have 
been, to win souls to God, as well by your ex- 
emplary life, as doctrine. And since you see 
how careful they are, sparing neither labour, 
pains, nor extreme peril of their persons to di- 
vert (the devil is so busy a bishop), ye should 
be the more carcful and wakeful in your 
charges. Follow the rule prescribed you by 
st. Paul, ‘ be careful so exhort and to instruct 
in season and out of season;’ and whcre you 
have been any way sluggish before, now ne Oe 
yourselves up again with a new diligence in 
this point, remitting the success to God, who 
calling them either at the second, third, tenth 
or twelfth hour, as they are alike welcome to 
“him, so shall they be to me, his licutenant 
here,—The 3rd reason of my convecning of 
. you at this time, which containeth such ac- 
tions of my thankfulness toward you, as I may 
either do, or leave undone, yet shall, with 
God's ae exer press to periorm all the days 
of my lite: it consists in these two points, in 
making of laws at certain times, which is only 
at such times as this in parhlament, or in the 
carefu] execution thereof at all other times. 
As for the making of them, I will thus far faith- 
fully promise unto you, that [ will ever preter 
the weal of the body, and of the whole com- 
monwealth, in making of good laws and con- 
stitutions, to any particular or private ends of 
mine, thinking ever the wealth and weal of 
the commonwealth to be my greatest weal and 
wordly felicity: a point wherein a lawful king 
doth directly differ from a tyrant. But at this 
time, I am only thus far to torwarn you in that 
point, that you beware to seck the making of 
too many laws, for two especial reasuns: first, 
because, ‘ in corruptissima republica pluriine 
Jegis ;’? and the execution of good laws 1s far 
more profitable in a commonwealth, than to 
burden men’s memories with the making of 
too many of them. And next, because the 
making of too many laws in one part. will 
bring in confusion, tor lack of leisure wisely 
to dcliberate before you conclude: for the 
bishop said well to-day, that to deliberation 
would a large time be given, but to execution 
a greater promptncss was required. As for 
the execution of good laws, it hath been very 
wisely and honourably foreseen and ordered 
by my predeccssurs in this kingdom, in plant- 
ing such a number of judges, and all sorts of 
magistrates in convenient places for the exe- 
cution of the same; and therefore must I now 
turn mc.to you that are judges and magistrates 
under me, as mine eyes and cars in this case. 
I can say none otherwise to you then as Eze- 
kias, the good king of Juda, said to their 
judges, ‘ Remember that the thrones you sit on 
are God’s, and neither yours nor mine:’ and 
that as you must be answerable to me, so must 
both you and I be answerable to God, for the 
due execution of our offices, That place is no 
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place for you to utter your affections in, you 
must not there bate your fve nor love your 
triend, fear the offence of the greater party, 
or pity the misery of the meaner; ye-must be 
bhiuad and not see distinctions of persons, band- 
less, not tu receive bribes; fut kcep that just 
temper and mid-course in all your proceed- 
ings, that like a just balance ye may neither 
sway to the right nor left hand.” Three princi- 
pal qualities are required in you, knowledge, 
courage, and sincerity: that you may discers 
with knowledge, execute with courage, and do 
both in upright sincerity. And, gs for my part, 
I do vow and protest here in, the prpseuce of 
God, and of this honourable audience, I never 
shall be weary, nor omit no occasion, whercia 
I may shew my carefulness of the execution of 
good laws. And asI wish you that are judges 
not to be weary in your ofice in doting of it; 
so I shall never be weary, with God's grace, to’ 
take account of you, which is properly my ¢all- 
ing.—And thus having told you the three causes 
of iny conveening of this pari. all three tending 
only to utter my thankfulness, but in divers 
torins, the first by word, the other two by ac- 
tion; I do confess that when [ have done and 
performed all that in this speech I have pro- 
inised, § inutilis servus sum:’ muule, because 
the meaning of the word ¢ inutilis’ in that place 
of scripture is understood, that in doing all 
that service which we can tuo God, it is but 
our due, and we do nothing to God but that 
which we are bound to do. And in like man- 
ner, when | have.done all that I can for you, 
I do nothing but chat which Lam bound to do, 
and am accountable to God upon the con- 
trary: for J do acknowledue, that the special 
and greatest point of diilereuce that is betwixt 
a rightful king and an usurping tyrant is in 
this; that whereas the proud and ambitious 
tyrant doth think bis kingdom and pcople are 
ony ordained for satistaction of his desires 
and unreasonable appctites; the righteous and 
just king doth, by the contrary, acknowledge 
himself to be ordained for the procoring of 
the wealth and prosperity of lis people, and 
that his greatest and principal worldly telicity 
must consist in their prosperity. If you be 
rich I cannot be poor; if you be happy I 
cannot but be fortunate; and I protest that 
your welfare shall ever be my greatest care 
and contentment: and that I am a servant it 
ig most true, that as I am head and governor 
of all the people in my dominion who are my 
natural vassals and subjects, considering them 
in numbers and distinct ranks; so if we will 
take the whole people ‘as one body and mass, 
then as the head is ordained for the body, and 
not the body for the head; so must a righteous 
king know himself to be ordained for bis peo- 
ple, and not his people for him: for although 
a king and people Le reluta, yet can he be no 
king if he want people and subjects. But 
there be many people in the world that lack a 
head, wherefore I will never be ashamed to 
confess it my principal honour, to be the great 
servant of the common-wealth, and ever think 


$87] 


city, as I have already said. 


elaring and receiving me to that place which 
God had provided for me, and not any parti- 
cular persons: (for then it had not been the 
body) so is my thankfulness due to the whole 
state. For even as in matter of faults, ‘Quod 
& multis peccatur, impune peccatur :? even so 
even in the matter of virtuous and good deeds, 
what is done by the willing consent and har- 
mony of the whole body, no particular person 


can justly claim thanks as proper'to him for 


the sume. And therefore [ must here make a 
httle apology tor mysclf, in that I could not 
satisfy the particular humours of every person, 
that looked for some advancement or reward 
at my hand, since my eutry into this kingdom. 


‘Yhree kind of things were craved of me: ad- 
vancement to honour, preferinent to place of 
credit about my person, and reward in matters 
af land or prot. If I had bestowed honour 


upon all, no man could have been advanced 
to honour. For the degrees of honour do 
consist in preferring some above their fellows, 
If every mon had the like access to my privy 
or bed-chamber, then no man could have it, 
because it cannot contain all. And if [ had 
hestowed lands and rewards upon every man, 
the fountain of my liberality would be so ex- 
hausted and dried, as I would lack means to 
be hberal to any man. And yet was I not so 
sparing, but I may, without vaunting, aftirm, 
that 1 have enlarged my favour in all the three 
degrecs, towards as many and more than ever 
King of England did in so short a space: no, 
¥ rather crave your pardon that T have been 
go bountitul: for if the means of the crown be 
wasted, I behoved then to have recourse to 
you my subjects, and be burdensome to you, 
which I would be lothest to be of any king 
alive. For as it is true, that as T have a 
said, it was a whole body which did deserve 
60 well at ny hand, and not every particular 
person of the people: yet were there some 
who by reason of their oflice, credit with the 
people or otherwise, took occasion both before, 
sud at the time of my coming amongst you, 
to give proof of their love and affection to- 
wards me. Not that Fam any way in doubt, 
that if other of my subjects had been in their 
places, and. had had the like oceasion, but 
they would have uttered the like good effects, 
(so general ‘and so grent were the love and 
aliection of you all towards me:) but yet this 
having been perlormed by some special per- 
sons, T could not, without unthanktulness, but 
requite them accordingly, And therefore had 
I just occasion to advance some in honour, 
some to places of service about me, and by 
rewarding to enable some who had deserved 
well of me, and were not otherwise able to 
aautqn the ranks { thought them capable 
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the prosperity thereof to be my greatest feli- 
But as it was 
the whole body of this kmzdom, with an uni- 
furm assent and harmony, as I told you in the 
Dbesinnivg of my speech, which did so far 
oblize ine in good-will and thankfulness of 
requital by their alacrity and readiness in de- 
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of; and others, who although they had not 
particularly deserved betore, yet I found them 
capable and worthy of place of preferment 
and credit, and not able to sustain those places 
for which I thouglit them fit, without iy help, 
Two especial cuuses moved me to be so open 
handed; whereof the one was reasonable and 
honourable: but the other, I will not be 
ashamed to confess unto you, proceeded of 
mine own infirnity. That which was just 
and honeurahle, was, that being so fur be- 
holding to the body of the whole state, I 
theacht F could not refuse to Ict run some 
small brooks out of the fountain of my thank- 
fulness to the whole, for refreshing of particu- 
lar persons that were members of that imult- 
tude. The other, which proceeded out of 
mine own miirmity, was the multitude and 
importunity of suitors. But although reason 
come by infusion im @ manner, yet experience 
groweth with time and labour: and therefore 
do I not doubt, but experience in time coming 
will both teach the particular subjects of this 
kingdom, not to be so importune and undis- 
crete in craving; and me not to be so easily 
and licutly moved, in granting that which may 
be harmful to my estate, and consequently to 
the whole kingdom. And thus having at 
length declared unto you my mind in all the 
points, for the which I calted this parl.: my 
conclusion shall only now be to excuse mysell, 
1m case you have not found such eloquence in 
my speech, as peradventure you might have 
looked for at my hands. 1 might, if I list, 
alledge the great weight of iny affairs and mv 
continual tusiness and distraction, that I could 
never have leisure to think upon what [ was 
to speak, before IT came to the place where [ 
was to speak: and Tanight also alledge, that 
my first sight of this so famous and honourable 
an assembly, might likewise breed some impe- 
dinent. But leaving these excuses, I will 
plainly and freely, in my manner, tell you 
the true cause of it, which is, that it becometh 
a king, in my opinion, to use no other elo- 
quence than plainness and sincerity. — By 
plainness IT mean, that his speeches should 
be so clear and void of all ambiguity, that 
they mav not be thrown, nor rent asunder into 
contrary senses like the old oracles of the 
Pagan gods. And by sincerity, I understand 
that uprightness and honesty which ought to 
be in a king’s whole speeches and actions: 
that as far us a king is in honour erected 
above any of his subjects, so far should he 
strive in sincerity to be above them all, and 
that his tongue should be ever the true mes- 
senser of his heart: and this sort of elo- 
quence inay you ever assuredly look for at 
my hands.” . 

The King’s Speech being ended, the Lord 
Chance. made a short one, according to form 
and order ; and, in the end, signified his maj.’s 
pleasure to the Commons, that they should go 
and make choice of a § caker, and present 
him to the king on the 22d of the same month, 
Accordingly, on the said day, sir Edw. Phellips, 
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knt. king’s serjeant, was brought up to the bar | consisteth of two houses 4 the one, the lower 
of the Lords, by several kinghts and burgesses, | house of parl. the members whereuf are the 
as their Speaker, and, with the usual ceremo- | kuishts of shires, and burgesses of towns and 
nies, was allowed. ‘he Journals of the Com- | corporations; the other, the higher house, 
nons, for this, and all the succecding parha- | tramed of the lords spiritual and temporal : 
ments, are much more copious and ciurcume {| the personal attendauce of all which particule 
stantial than formerly; thercfore to tuke notice | inembers your maj. by vour prcrugauve royal, 
of every incident, would be endless.. For the | hath now commanded; and accordingly your 
first days of this sessiun, they areanostly taken | dutitul and loyal gubjcets, the knights and bure, 
up with regulating Ehecuons, and ascertammimeg | gesses of the lower huuse, lave therein pre- 
Privileges, ac. which we shall out; except | sented themselves, and, answerable to the an- 
the funous case of sir Francis Goodwin and | cient privilege of Ubat place, and your gracious 
sir Juhu Fortescuc, wluch must tind a place in | libertvand lavourto them vouchsated, the better. 
these cnquiries. WhLen any thing else occurs (thereby te avoid the inconvenience of parity 
in these Journals, not taken notice of by the [the another of courusion and chemy to unity, 
Lords, it shall alo find a place. We shall | have nominated my worthless self theis unwor- 
omit the form of the Writia the Journals and | thy Speaker; wherein although their aflectious 
sume other ceremoaics, and pass on to the | and loves (the abuses of truc opinivn and judy 
speaker's speech to the king, on iis bemg con- fe) have in this misguided tbe toruer 
firmed in that office, which the same authority | kuowu and approved wisdums ; yet it reste ia 
ives us in these words : vour regal power, citer to breathe lite, or pro~ 
The Speater'’s Speech to the King.| “ Most }nounce death to this their yet unwarranted 
renowned, and of all other most worthy to be | ugmination. Give ase leave thercfore, must 
admired, sovereign: As the supreine and all} prudent and deserving sovercign, toe appeal 
powertul king of heaven bath created man to | trom their misled opmivns, by the misguide ef 
govern his works, so did he depute terrestrial { their favaurs, to your approved justice and 
<ings, in whom his image was, to govern men; j judgment; and rather therein to blewish my 
but yet so, as still to think, that they them- | defecuve self, by huving open ny sceret unper- 
selves are but men: and to that end adorned | fections, and thereby enlamaging only miue 
them with three imperial ensigns of honour; a {own particula# private, than to dccase their 
crown, a sceptre, aud a sword; commanding | hopes (Lemg of me but waking dreams) aad 
to the crown reverence, to the sceptre obe- | wrong the weuiht of this so gicat aud dmpor- 
dience, and to the sword fear: wherewith, inj tant public service; which requireth to be ma- 
his divine distribution of kings and kingdoms, | paged by the absolute perfectiun of expericace, 
he hath magnitied and imvested your sacred } the mother of prudence; by the profounducss 
person, in the imperial throne of this most | of literature, the father of true judyinent; and 
victorious and happy nation, wherein you now | by the fulness and grace of nature's gilts, which 
do, and Nestor hike, long may, sit; not as aj are the beauty aid ornament of arts and actuuns 
conqueror, by the sword, but as an undoubted | from ihe virtues of all and every whereof Lam 
inheritor, by the sceptre ; Rot as 4 step-father, | so far estranged, that not tasting or Parnassuy’s. 
by match or alliance, but as a true tender ‘springs at all, nor of that honey, lett upon the 
father, by descent of natare, to whom we | lips of Plato and Pindarus by the bees, birds of 
our children are truly naturalized in our sub- | the muses; as L remam touched with the error 
jection, and from whom in our loyaity we | of the CUMUATY, and thereby am disabled to ua- 
expect unto us a aternal eae : the ark dergo the weight or so heavy a burthen, under 
of government of which kingdom hath ever | which Ldo alrcady groan, and shall both fant 
been stcered by the laws of the same; and j aud fail, af uot by your justice disburthened, 
these distributed to the jurisdiction of several | or by your clemency commiserate, I therefore 
courts of justice; the commanding and im- ! prestrating myself at the foot of your justices 
perial court whereof is this your maj.’s great | seat, do implore my discharge; not moved 
and high court of parl.; by whose power | thereto by any cold humour to your highncss’s 
only new laws are to be instituted, imperfect (service (for therein I rather chuse to be couled 
laws retorined, and inconvenient Jaws abro- | by death than by want of will to neglect the 
gated ; whose justice therein is such, and so | same) but valy through the trost-Litten defects 
absolute, that no such laws can esther be due) of ine awn napertections; whichif they eould. 
stituted, reformed, or abrovated, but by the | be repaired with wiud’s true zeal to atfect that, 
unity of the commons agreement, the lords | whichuiny heart desircth, then lite breatheth nut 
accord, and your maj.’s royal and regal assent; / in that body, who more Jongeth to cmploy the 
only to your highness’s prerogative nullity, by I same in all dutics, that may to your maj. be 
our own disussent to their conclusions, ke- | serviccable, or to your highness acceptabie. 
ongeth; for that this court standeth com- | Notwithstanding, as your devoted subject- and 
ounded of two powers; the one ordinary, | servant, | only and wholly subject myselt, my 
the other absolute: ordinary, in the lords and | state and life, as the truce subject of your gris 
commons proceedings: but in your hichness, | cious pleasure ; desiring notlonger to live, than 


absolute, either negatively to frustrate, or ! so to Jive, that my breathand life may breathe 
affirmatively to confirm; but not to imstitute. | out to your maj. loyalty, faith, and obedience, 
Zhe body of which court or council of estate | whereuf amy lite and death shail be my pawa 
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and pledge.” —[ Tere he stopp’d ; but heing told 
By the lord chanc. that the king would not ex- 
euse him, but confirm the clecuon of the cown- 
mons; he then proceeded : |— ; 

* Most renowned Sovereign, Ifa divided 
mind may frame a well-joied answer, then 
may I say, too much, more than too justly, 
may your maj. contemn my wants, but never 
condcinn my want of duty: -for, although in 
this place of employment (now commanded) I 
ought and do, give precedeucy to many, yet to 
Rone m my will to do you service; for rhercin 
my zeal shall ever resemble the fire, hot, and 
yet trembling ; hot, in my desire to discharge 
the full measure of my duty; but, Pisander 
hike, trembling, in my fear, lest, throuvh my 
mnperfectious, I fail in that, which I should 
perform. My course of life hath not been much 
conversant in the study of arts, which might 
make me speak ‘scripta vel sculpta,’ as Demost- 
henes wished; nor in the policies of state, of 
which a subject to his sovercign must speak 
* breviter nut suaviter ;’ but in the profession 
and practice of the laws, which are ‘ nervi re- 
publice et ligamenta,’ the bonds and sinews of 
this kingdom; which yield more fruits of rea- 
gon, than words, the buds of art, and blos- 
soming terms of eloquence: and therefore to 
confine myself within the proper clement of my 
profession, and not to aim and snatch at things 
beyond my reach; be pleased, of all others most 
renowned sovereign, in few and unfiled words, 
co entertain with your gracious aspect a com- 
p.rative resemblance between a body by nature 
and the body politic of this your maj.’s com- 
monwealth, figured and drawn out of the rules 
ef law; whereot, as the natural body of the 
ene is framed of four principal parts, namely, 
of a head, of a body, of a life, and of a soul. 
go is the politic body of the other compounded 
of like tour essential inembers; as of a head, 
ef a body, of a life, and of a soul: and as, by 
the disbranching of any one particular from 
the natural body, the pertection of the whole 
is dissolved ; 60, by the dismembring from the 
politic body of any one of the four politic parts, 
the glory of the whole is disrooted. ‘This po- 
litic head now is (and we all, with one zealous 
and united devotion, pray, long and long may 
be) your most honoured and best deserving self; 
this hody politic now ts, and still desire to be 
your loyal and faithful subjects; this politic life 
now is, and so well deserves to be, your high- 
mers’s common and positive laws; this politic 
aoul now is, and so of necessity must be, your 
absolute justice in the true distribution of the 
same. Andas the natural head of the one (al- 
though the prince, and dirccting part of the 
whole) cannot be supported without his na- 
taral , nor the natural body without his 
natura life, nor the natural life breathe without 
the soul; rio more can the politic head of the. 
other (although the supreme and commanding 
part) stand secure without his subjects, being 
the politic body, nor the politic body without 
his baws, being his politic life, nor his politic 
life without bis politic soul, being execution. 


PARL. HISTORY, i James ¥. 1608.—The Speaker's Speech to the King. 


a rm rr pitino eget mgm te gna a ee ao Sata 


[992 


And as the natural body of the one is subject 
to the impertections of nature, and, in best 
health and fulness, findeth Icast his danger ; so 
in peacé and ovilenty, is the other subject to 
enormities of misguide and error ; which made 
good laws spring out of bad manners; for if dis- 
euscs were not, there needs no medicines ; nor 
use of laws, but for restraint of evils. The 
natural head’s providence protecteth the body 
from gross diseases, and discreet foresight pre- 
venteth afterclaps of danger; so the wisdom, 
prudence, and good guide of the politic head, 
iS the sovereign preservative against the infec- 
tious poison of discord and disorder; and as to 
each part of the natural body belongeth, divers, 
several, and divided dutics and offices to be 
performed ; so is (or ought to be) every part of 
the politic body attended on with four par- 
ticular virtues and properties: as, to the head 
there belongeth, first, zeal in religion, whereby 
God may be truly honoured; 2ndly, prudence 
in constituting laws, whereby the body may be 
rightly governed ; 3rdly, magnanimity, to repel 
the fury, both of foes and fortunes; 4thly, jus- 
tice, tempered so with mercy, whereby the 
well-disposed may not be drawn to presume, 
nor the rashand negligent delinquent driven to 
despair: to the body, first, devotion, to pray 
for the safcty of so precious an head; 2ndly, 
minds and will to obey him in all faithful lov- 
alty; Srdly, hands and hearts, as bretbren in 
unity, to fight against the common enemy in 
defence of his royal dignity; 4thly, purses pre- 
pared and open to supply the necessary occa- 
sions of his sovereignty: to the life, being the 
law, belongeth, first,to inform you our prince, 
how us your subjects to command; 2ndly, 
to direct us ‘your subjects, how you our sove- 
reign to obey ; Srdly, to instruct your bighness’s 
magistrates, and officers of justice, with know - 
ledge how to adjudge ; 4thly, to teach your mi- 
nisters of goverment the mcan and manner how 
to discipline ; for ignorance of laws brings error 
in judgment, and error or corruption in judg- 
ment is the very plague of the innocent: the 
soul, being execution, requireth, first, to pre- 
serve the authority of laws from contempt; 2dly, 
to maintain the power of government in his ab- 
solute virtue; Sdly, to protect the uppressed 
from the tyranny of oppression; 4thly, to cro- 
rect the oppressors with the sword of judi- 
cial censure, that your laws may not be cob- 
webs to punish little flies, and Iet the great 
escape ; for lemity and gentleness to such so 
bad, is nothing else but cruelty to them that 
are good. A body of these mixtures, thus com- 
pounded, is both to the prince and subjects in 
earth, and all earthly things, ‘summum bonum.’ 
For the first four virtues of the head God is 
honoured, the people governed, enemies are 
repelled, justice without tyranny, and mercy 
without remissness distributed. By the second 
four duties of the body, the head is secured, 
loyalty performed, reyalty defended, sover- 
eignty In wars maintained, and in peace adorn- 
ed. By the third four properties of the life, 
being the law, commandments are rightly coms 
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manded, obedience is truly yielded, judgments 
with knowledge are pronounced, executions 
without error executed. By the fast four of- 
fices of the soul, being execution, you shall find 
laws in authority preserved, government in his 
virtue maintained, the oppressed strongly, yea, 
graciously protected, and the o sors sharply 
and worthily corrected. And if any kingdom 
and body politic might appropriate the per- 
fection of this so blessed happiness to them- 
selves, it is we, now your maj.’s subjects, in our 
Inte deceased sovereign queen, and iu you, our 
hege and living king: for such was the virtue 
of her Pacey regiment, that, as living, she 
lived, of her sex, the wonder of her time; so 
now dead, she liveth a true mirror to all suc- 
ceeding ages. For that in her religion she was 
zealous, without wavering; in her counsels 
wise, without levity; in her determinings de- 
liberate, without rashness: in her resolutions 
constant, without mutability; in her justice 
absolute, without cruelty; an her mercy tem- 
perate, without careless remissness; in her 
choice of magistrates of justice, and officers of 
attendance, curiously respective, without sud- 
den admission ; 1st, trying their deserts by the 
touchstone of her council’s censure; and, 
2ndly, approving them in the fire of the worth 
of their own virtues, and not by the value of 
their own corrupt-given rewards; misliking 
snaky ambition, that winds itself into many 
figures, till it slide into the room which it de- 
sires; but ever condemning it as an evil of 
dangerous consequence, to place. worthless 
men in worthy places ; forcknowing, they that 
want truc sufficiency to raise themselves, will 
make them a ladder of any mischief: 2ndly, as 
a thing to herself dishonourable, unless with 
virtue she held the scales, and weiched their 
deserts in the balance of honour: Srdly, to her 
subjects intolerable, to impose, or suffer, in 
place of justice, a bribing and corrupt magis- 
trate: and lastly, to the government of the 
estate, she esteemed them the rocks of govern- 
ment’s reproach, the quick-sands of true jus- 
tice, and the whirlpool of the commonwealth’s 
decay; wherein, if in ought misled by the error 
of information (from which the king of Heaven 
only, and no king on earth, is free) theirs, and 
not her’s, was the deserved blame of that of- 
fence ; whose example therein, being dead, if 
in ought so misguided, liveth to the hving a 
lively admonisher, both to abhor and abandon 
temporising smoothers, Matchavilian politi- 
quers, and corrupt bribing informers, as the 
venemous poisoners of virtue’s clear fountain. 
By which, and many other her prmcely govern- 
ments, we, ber people, loved her with our 
hearts true love; obeyed her with concience, 
not by constraint ; feared for her, never feared 
by her; prayed for her with the spint of 
faith; and lived to die for her in all con- 
stant lovalty. The same love, the same obe- 
dience, the same fear, the same faith, and 
the sclf-same loyalty, we still retgin, and 
faithfully, constantly, and religiously profess, 
protest, and present to your most sacred maj. 
Von. 1. \ | 
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‘resolving ourselves, that, as by nature, you 
both descended from that blessed root of 
union, under whom, by whom, and trom whom, 
she did, and your maj. now doth, wear and 
bear the imperial crown and scepter of this 
thrice blessed monarchy; that, as she did, so 
your maj. will bud the like or greater fruits of 
such a Solomon, and so hercic a root: where- 
of your zeal in rehgion, gour unblemished 
course of lite, vour precedence betore all other 
princes in divine and moral literature, your 
temperance in disposition, your justice In your 
Judgments, your.mercy to delinquents, and 
your approved magnaninuty in dangers, these 
all give us assurance, that we have but ex- 
changed our exquisite queen, for an absolute 
king: and if success of ends may be foreknown 
by their beginnings, and conclusions approved 
by the premises, then may I conclude, that 
never were more blessed in their king, nor 
king more beloved and happy in his people: 
for such, and so high, was and is our esteem of 
your princely deserts, and such, and so great, 
did and do we value the price of your eminent 
aud unmatchable perfections, that without. 
hearts grudging, minds murmuring, or thoughts 
discontent (some few tmpostumed persons, 
now disvomited, excepted) you wear, and 
long may wear, the imperial crown of this 
right powerful kingdom; whose people your 
maj. Shall find by protession to he religious, - 
without fantastical curiosity; by nature, to be 
resolute, without insolency; by subjection, to 
be Joyal and faithful, without treason or treach- 
ery; by moderate discipline, to te tractable 
and obedient, without rebellion; and by law 
and authority only to seek to right their 
wrongs, without treacherous revenge, or pub- 
lic hostility; and yet, ‘ inter pares,’ impatient 
of bascness and servility. ‘ Jura regaliw’ they 
usurp not; but to the crown they do their re- 
verenee, to the scepter their obedience, and 
the imperial sword they only fear; whereby 
this day, that, to fureien encmics and domesti- 
cal discontents, was (ill mens’ hope, and good 
mens’ fear) to be the day of bloud, is now be-~ 
come the day of FEngland’s settled peace and 
jovful safety; and may well be said, this is 
the day that the Lord hath made, let England 
rejoice and triumph in it; for that virtue is 
now no treason, nor no man wisheth the reign 
of Augustus, nor speaketh of the first times of 
Tiberius, And although some fiery-spirited 
detractors very fault-finding, and yet very 
faulty, have derogated froin princes’ regiment, 
trom states’ govt. from senates’ integrity, from 
judges’ justice, from magistrates’ discipline, 
and from commons’ obedience; yet foregoin 
tine, and your maj.’s present and future trial, 
shall approve it a regiment never move re- 
nowned, 8 govt. never more constantly settled, 
a senate never more justly wise, judges never 
more judicially just, magistrates never more 
respectively vigilant,nor commons never more 
loyally obedient; and although, as men, sub- 
yect to the ifhperfections of inen, yet from 
ae and hearts’ corruption as free from de- 
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serving accusation as such traducing earwigs 
are culty of condemnation. And had your 
muesty before your princely arrival, been 
an eye und an eas-witness to the prudent 
and providcot directions and endeayours of 
the then council of estate, of the regardful 
-ewiployment of the nobility; of the vignant 
Grcumspection of the officers and ministers of 
justice, und generally of the loyal conformity 
- and obedience of the commons, all in their se- 
veral ranks endeavouring and agreeing, with 
hearts’ true united consent, to your higluess’s 
Iestalment; you then would, out of your 
princely gudginent, rather have approved ita 
give election than a descending right; wherein 
they expressed their judgments in your un- 
doubted title, manifested their reverend re- 
speets to your high and admired virtues, and 
approved them loyalty to your approved crowa 
and scepter. Aid although the policies of 
precedent time did forbear the public declara- 
tion of your then future, and now present 
right; yet was buth the head and the body so 
far from purpose to impeach the same, that 
eonlidcntly L believe; and boldiv dare athmn, 
that neither she nor they ever thought thonght 
er dreamed dream to offer wrong to your suc- 
eession therein; but as the one was in policy 
jurborn, so in conscience the other was never 
-purposed, Aud now, since (sod, to whose 
ouly prerogative the inthronizing and disthron- 
izing of kings appertaincth, hath, by the setting 
of her sun, raised and spread the beams of 
your glory, and by calling her to his heavenly 
service hath treed her from her temporal regi- 
ment, and hath, out of his divine providence, 
crowned you with the same crown, blessed 
vou with the same religion, enriched you w:th 
the same dominions, and strengthened you 
with the hearts of the self-same subjects and 
people; that, as she did, so your maj. will be 
pleased to protect us in our religion, to favour 
us in our loyalties, to cherish us in our obedi- 
€nce, and to nourish us in our faithful subjec- 
tion. And as to her, so to you, we faithfully 
rostrate and subject ourselves, our state, and 
fives tu be disposed and sacrificed for and in 
your maj.’s service; religiously praving, that 
your hizhness’s govt. sud our subjection anay 
be to Gud pleasing; to you, our sovereign, ab- 
solute ; to enemies and traitors powerful and 
feartul; and to all-true devoted subjects fruit- 
ful and cumtortable: then shall God be glori- 
ned, your maj. renowned, religion advauced, 
aud your state and people secured from Puoye’s 
cursings, enemics’ oppressions, and traitors’ 
treacheries; whereunto all true English hearts 
say, Amen. «And thus being by the rules of 
discretion foretold, that to offend vour sacred 
ears with ‘ multa,’ since to sausty your gra- 
cious expectation with ‘multum’ is denied ine, 
were an error, Of errors the most erroneous. 
‘Yherefore. since I retain not the virtue of the 
one, give me leave, most magnificent sove- 
peign, tv prevent the error of the other; and 
an.these few. words be pleased to receive as 
much as can be conccived, may proceed trom 


PARL HISTORY, 1 Jaws f. 1603.—Act for recognizing the King’s Title. 


a ee 


P roe 


a man and mind, truly and wholly devoted to 

vour service; who desireth no longer to 

breathe, than so to breathe, that his breath 

may breathe out to your maj. loyalty, faith, 

and obedience, ‘whereof his life and death 

shall be his pawn and pledge : who here, upon ° 
the knees of my duty, in all humility, do. pre- 

sent to your gracious considerauion five peu- 

tions: the benetit of three wherébt are peculiar 
to nine own particular, the other two to the 
knights, buracsscs, and meinbers of the lower 
house of parl. ‘The tirst whereof is, that if, 1 
vour gragious eyes, errs, or judgment, during 
the tine of this mine employment and ser- 
vice, T have, do, or shall, through my imper- 
fections (which already appear to your maj. to 
be too too many) eitLer in manner, form, or 
matter, neglect that which [ ought to have 
pertormed, orerr in that which [ ought not to 
have done, that your maj. will be pleased, out 
of your clemency, rather to commiserate the 
same, than out of your justice therein to cor- 
rect my unwilling committed errors. Second- 
lv, that if any, by private information, endea- 
vutr to possess your sacred ears with matter ol 
blemish or detraction concerning my course uf 
procecding, that your gracious censure therco 
may be suspended, until, by your pleasure, I 
be called to my trial and your judgment: for 
that many things may be either miscarried or 
inisconceived in causes of this nature.—Third- 
ly, that as occasion shall move; I may, by your 
royal favour, be permitted access to your 
princely presence, im places and tumes conve- 
hient, for such negociations, as the-duty of my 
place shall require. Fourthly, ** **.” What 
followed is omitted in the Journals; but it 
could be no more than the common form of 
asking for liberty of speech, &c. which, as 
usual, was granted. 


Afiront offered to a Member.]. The first 


thing the Commons went upon, when they 
were returncd to their own house, was, to 
examine into a complaint, then made, by sir 
Herbert Crofts, cne of their members. It 
secins this gent. coming up with others to hear 
the king’s speech, in the house of lords, bad 
the dvor shut,upon him ; and one Bryan ‘ashe, 
a yeoman of the guard, violently repulsed sir 
Herbert, saying, ‘ Geodman Burgess you come 
not here.’ ‘This was resented as an affront tv 
the whole house; and it might have proved 
vexatious, had not one of the officers of state 
made up the matter; so the house was con- 
teuted with ‘Tashe’s acknowledging and asking 
pardon tor his fault, and receiving a reprimand 
trom the Speaker, on his knees, at the bar 
tur it. 

dct for recognising the King’s Title.] The 
first bill chat was brought into the Lords bore 
this title, ‘A most joytul and just Recognition 
of the immediate, lawful, and undoubted Suc- 
cession, Descent, and Right of the Crown.’ 
In the course of two days it passed the Lords, 
and was sent down to the Commons, by aa 
extraordinary « ommission. The Commons were 
ng less cager to pay their compliments to their 
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new king; for March 31, we find this entry in 
the Lords’ Journals. “ This day the bill in- 
tituled ‘ An act for a most joyful and just re- 
cognition, &c.’ was returned to their lordshirs 
from the lower house, by the hands of mr. 
sec. Herbert, accompanied by the most part 
of the knights and burgesses of the said house, 
who signited their joyful acceptation of the 
said bill, and their willingness in expediting it, 
by giving 3 several readings to the same, as 
soon as they reccived it.” 


debated again, and had ordered them to cone 
fer with the Commons upon it. Whereupon,: 
the Commons, by their Speaker, gave their’ 
reasons to the king, why they could not admit. 
of this innovation. But all they could obtam 
was, that instead of a conference with the 
Lords, the king commanded them tq confer 
with the judges. This pleased-them no more 
than the other. They set down their reasony 
in writing, and delivered them at the Councils 
Chamber, to desire their lard=Inps ta intercede 


A grand Conference between the Two Houses.] | tar them to the king, not to violute their pri- 
March 26. On a motion of the Jord Cecil, a! vileges. The answer was, the king absolutely 


Confcrence was agreed upon to be had with a 
certain number of the Lower House, concern- 
Ing the public State of the Nation; and on 
two things, in particular, Purveyors and Re- 
spite of Homage. To which the Commons 
dgsired might be added another article con- 
cerning the matter of Wards: answer was re- 
turned back, by the Lorcis, “ That they liked 
well the motion for a Conterence, touching the 
Jast mentioned matter, But, with all, because 
there were several other things that did con- 
cern the public state; of which it was, like- 
wise proper to have confercnce, betore hand, 
for the better furtherance of the public ser- 
vice; and, in regard, the said matters‘ were 
of importance, their lordships desire them to 
increase the number of their committee as 
they intended to do theirs. A large com- 
mittee of lords were accordingly appointed, 
consisting of 9 earls, 1 visc. 6 bps. and 13 
barons; who were to be attended by the 2 
lord chicf justices, 4 judges, mr. serjcant 
Crook, and mr. attorney-gencral. The com- 
mons deputed about 60 knights and burgesses 
of their house; and this is all that the Jour- 
nals of the Lards mention of this inatter. But 
the Journals of the Conmuns are net so 
silent; for it was, indced, a®business of im- 
ples to the Liberties and Privileges of that 
fouse. Rapin, (from Coke) represents this 
atlair as another instance of this King’s aiming 
at absolute power. In order to rutruduce this 
matter, we shall give a paragraph from this 
author’s History of England, (v. 2, p. 168; 
and then subjoin the whole Account, as it 
stands in the Journals of the Commons at this 
day. “ Immediately atter the opening of the 
parl. the Commons examining, according to 
custom, the contested Elections, there was a 
debate in ‘the house about the return of sir 
Francis Goodwin, and sir Johu Fortescue, for 
knight of the shire for the county of Bucks, 
and upon a full hearing, sir Francis was de- 
clared duly elected. Three days attcr, the 
Lords sent a message to the Commons, that 
there might be a conference about Goudwin’s 
election. The Commons surprised at so ex- 
traordinary a message, answered, They did 
not think themselves obliged to vive an ac- 
count of their proceedings, and therefore could 
not grant the conference required. The Lords 
replied, the king having been acquainted with 
what had passed in Guodwin’s case, thought 
himself engaged in honour to have the affair 
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commanded them to have a canterence with 
the judges, The Commons were extremely 
surprised at so absolute an order. Mcane 
while, fearing to be accused of too casily ene 
gaging ina quarrel with the king, they thought 
it more praper to vield, than stand out, fully 
benc however to adhere to what had been de- 
termined im the case of the contested Election. 
Certainly the king had engaged in a very nice 
affair, and probably would not have come off 
with honour, had be pot been disengaged by 
Goodwin's moderation, Sir Francis chusing 
to forfeit his right rather than occasion @ quir- 
rel between the King and the Commons, de- 
sired the house to order the county of bucks 
to elect another knight in bis stead. ths 
King and Commons equally accepted of thig 
expedient, which prevented them trom coming 
to extremities; but the king tound trom hence, 
that no great-accornt was made of the proe 
climation upon calling the parl. whereby he 
meant to be muster of the clections.” ‘Thug 
far mr. Rapin, ‘his Case ot sir Fra. Goodwia 
was printed, by order of the House of Coms 
mons, iu 17041, under the direction of Rob. 
Harley, esq. (afterwards carl of Oxtord) then 
Speaker, on occasion of the fimous debate, 
at that tune, upon the Aviesbury Election. 
The Case beicceen sir Francis Goodwin and 
sir John Fortescue, relative to a Return for 
the County of Berean | The first motion 
was made on the 2¢d of March, by sir Win, 
Fleetwood, one of the kiehts returned tor 
the county of Bucks, on the hehaif of sir. 
Fra. Goodwin, knt. who, upou the first writ 
of summons directed to the shent¥ of Bucks, 
was elected the first knt. tar that shire; but 
the return of hrs election being made, it was 
refused by the clerk of the crown, guru atla~ 
gates: and because sir Jubn Fortcsene, uvon 
a 8d writ, was elected, and entered m that 
place, his desire was, ‘Phat this Return mieh 
be examined, and sir Fra. Goodwim = reccived 
as a member of the house. The house gava 
way to the motion; snd for a more deliberate 
and judicial proceeding in a case of Privileve 
so important to the house, Ordered, “ That 
the serjeant (the proper othcer of the house) 
should give warning to the clerk of the crown 
to appear at the har at 8 o'clock the next 
morning, and to bring with him all the writs, 
of summons, indentures, and returns of elec 
tions for the county of Bucks, made and re-. 
turned for this parl.; wad to eive warning alsa 
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to sir Fra, Goodwin, to attend in person, wham 
their ploasure was to hear, ore tenus, to de- 
liver the state of his own cause, and the man- 
ner and reasuns of the proceeding ia the 
election of the knights of the shire for that 
counly.” | ; 

March 23. Sir George Coppin, clerk of the 
crowh, appeared at the bar accordingly, and 
produced all. the writs of summons, inden- 
tures, and returns made of the knights for 
Buckinghamshire for this parl.; which were 
severally read by the clerk of the house, and 
then the clerk of the crown was commanded 
to retire to the door: and after, sir Fra. Good- 


win himself attending to know the pleasure of 


the house, was called in, to dcliver the state 
of his own cause, ore tenus; wherein he was 
heard at large, und commanded again to retire 
until the huuse had determined what to do. 
In this mean time the whole Case was at large 
opencd, and argued ‘ pro ct contra,’ by sundry 
leuried and grave members of the house; and 
afier much dispute, the Question was agreed 
upon aud made:” § Whether sir Fra. Goodwin 
were luwfu.ly elected and returned one of the 
kiights for Backs, and ought to be adinitted 
and received as a iunember of this house? 
Upon this Question, it was resolved in the 
ultirinative, ‘That he was lawfully elected and 
returncd, and, (de pure), ought to be received.’ 
Hereupon the clerk of the crown was com- 
manded to file the tirst indenture of return: 
and order was given, That sir Francis should 
presently take the oath of supremacy as usual, 
and his place in the house; which he did ac- 
corcitigly, 

March 27. Sir Fra. Bacon, in reporting a 
conference with the Lords, touching wardship 
and other things, reported, That a lord touched 
the Case of sir Fra, Goodwin as a thing he 
had heard at large, but did not understand it; 
and therefore desired to know it more parti- 
culariy from this house. To which answer was 
made, That they had no warrant trom the 
house to speak or it.—Sir Edw. Coke, his may.’s 
attorney-general, and mr. dr. Hone, bring a 
inessiwe trom the Lords, expressing with what 
acceptauon their lurdships entertained their 
motion yesterday, not only for the matter, 
being of very great weight and consequence, 
but especialiy for che nanner; namely, “ Thar, 
touching wardsbip, they would nut petition for 
ease in it as a matter of wrong, but of gricf; 
aud pray to be relieved hy grace, and not by 
justice: and their lordships tor answer were 
desirous, and moved at that ume to coupie in 
the same petition the matter of grievance, 
of respite or homage; which his maj. out of 
his gracious favour and love to his people, 
‘had hunself taken knowledge of. And as 
they conceive it to be likely, that the con- 
ference muy continue between the 2 houses, 
touching the said matters; as they are very 
zealous of the furtherance of their purpose, 
s0 are they jealous of any impediment that 
may breed lett or hindrance therein: there- 


and removing of all stumbling-blocks, that the 
former committees may, in a 2d contesence 
to be had, have authority to treat touching 
the Case of sir Fra. Goodwin, the knt. tor 
Buckinghamshire, first of all, before any other 
matter were farther proceeded in.” The 
Answer to this message was, (as usual), 
“That they would return answer by mes- 
sengers of their own.”—Upon this message it 
was argued by sume, “ That in no sort they 
should give account to the Lords of their pro- 
ceedings in the house; but that mr. Speaker 
should from the house be a suitor to his maj. 
to have access, and as their common mouth 
give his highness satisfaction by direction from 
the house: that now the judgment of sir Fra. 
Goodwin's Case having passed the house, it 
could not, nor ought not, to be reversed by 
them. A precedent, an. 27 Eliz. cited; where 
a bill brought down from the Lords, upon the 
1st reading was rejected; the Lords sent mes 
sengers to demand a redson of their judgment: 
it was denied to yicld any reason.” ‘This ar- 
gument brought forth this question, which 
mr, Speaker was ortlered by the bouse pre- 
sently to inake, viz. Whether they should con- 
fer with the Lords, touching the Case of sir 
Fra. Goodwin, the kat. for Buckinghamshire? 
and resolved, That they should not. It was 
then considered as fit to return some answer 
to the message from the Lords; and imr. sec. 
Herbert, with sovae other of the comunittess, 
were appointed to deliver to their lordships, 
from the house, “ That they did conceive 
did not stand in honour and order of the house, 
to sive account of any their proceedings or 
doings: but if their lordships have any pur- 
pose to confer for the residue, that then they 
will be ready at such time and place, and wit 
such number @ their lordslips shall thick 
meet.” Upon the last message to the lors, 
the messengers return, “ That their lordships 
would presently send answer by messengers ot 
their own.”—Sir Edw. Coke, lis mayj.’s at- 
torney-gen. dr. Carew, dr. Hone, aud mi. 
Tyndall, delivered from the Lords, “ Thst 
their lordships taking notice in particular of 
the return of the sheriff of Bucks: and ac- 
quainting his maj. with it, his highness con- 
ceived himself engaged and touched in honour 
that there might be soine conference of 1t be- 
tween the two houses; aud to that end, sig- 
nified his pleasure unto them, and by them to 
this house.” Upon this Message, so extraor- 
dinary and unexpected, the house entercd 
into some considcration what were fit to b¢ 
done; and it was resolved, “ That his maj: 
might be moved for access the next day. And 
afterwards they understood his pleasure to be, 
That they should attend at Whitchall at 8 the 
hext morning. But because the time was thcn 
i somewhat far spent, they ordered, That the 
house, with mr. Speaker, should mect at 6 the 
next snorning in the house. Yet afore ther 
rising, they thought fit to name a commitice 
of 29 members, to set down the effect of that 
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fore they desire, tor a more clear proceeding | which mr. Speaker was to deliver from ths 
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legree, having52 utlawries returned against him, 
was admittcd to serve in the house. Sir Wm, 
Harccourt was fqund 18 times utlawed, and 
yet was admitted to serve, The manner of 
the Election is limited by the statute. The 
supposed utlawry, 31 Eliz.’ against sir Francis 
was no utlawry gt all; for wheresoever a man 
is sued, the proclamation ought to go into the 
county where the party dwelieth, or else the 
utlawry is not good. 39 qnd 43 Eliz, The 
general pardan js goad for utlawries, against 
all, saving the party at whose suit, 31 Eliz. 
Tt was Franciscus Gaodwin, gen. 39 Eliz 
Franciscus Goodwin, armiz. The sheriff is na 
Judge of the utlawry, neither could take no= 
tice it was the same man; and therefore 
could not properly return him utlawed.—That 
his maj. apswered, “ He was loth he shoul 
be forced to alter his tune; and that hc should 
now change it into matter of griet, hy way of - 
contestation.” He did sample it to the mur- 
mur and contradiction of the people of Is- 
rel. He did not attribute the cause of his 
grief to auy purpose in the house to offend 
him, but only to a mistaking of the law. For 
matters of fact, he answered them all particu- 
Goodwin's case, and his maj.’s answer; where- | larly, That for bis part. he was indifferent 
of, because part was afterwards penned by se- | which of them was chosen, sir John or sir 
lect committees, read in the house, and of- | Francis; that they could suspect no special 
fered in writing to the king, he had but touch- | affection in him, because this was a counsellor 
ed the heads, omittiog many circumstances. | not brought jn by himself. That be had no 
He said, he first delivered, 1, the Manner and { purpose to impeach their priviledge; but since 
Matter. 2, then such Precedents as had | they derived all matters of priviledge from 
been vouched and stood upon, 3, he opened | him, and by his grant, he expected they 
the body of the law for election. The first | should not be turned against him, That there 
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house to the king, who were to meet at 4 that 
afternoon at the parliament-chamber in the 
Midule-Temple.— Accordingly, 

March 28, Mr. Speaker, with a great num- 
ber uf the house, assembicd at 6 in the morn- 
jng, with a purpose to treyt and resolve what 
should be delivered to his maj. (being appointed 
to attend him the same morning at 8) touchy 
ing the reasons gf their proceeding in sir Fra, 
Goodwin’s Case: but because the house was 
not then thought full enough for a matter of 
that consequence, they proceeded to the 
reading of bills, Upon motion touching mr. 
Speaker’s attendance on the king, a committee 
was named to accompany him, consisting of 
all the privy-council, being members of the 
house, and 67 more. . Mr. Speaker, together 
with these coinmittecs, were this day, at § in 
the morning, appointed to attend his maj, and to 
relate the reasons of the proceeding of the 
house in sir Fra. Goodwin’s Case; where, 
upon answer or reply, such lawyers as be of 
the committce are to give their assistance, 

March 29th. Mr, Speaker related what be 
uae delivered to the king by warrant from the 
ouse, touching their proceeding in sir Fras. 


writ of summons, dated ult, Jan. betore the { was no precedent did suit this case fully; pre- 
| onigy the writ issued duly: the liberty was 
» by that writ, to choose in ‘ pleno comi- 
tatu:’ the election was made according to that 
yrit, and the indenture duly returned; and 
therefore adjudged by the house, That this 
first election being good, the second was con- 
sequently void. For the matter of Utlawry 
against sir F. Goodwin, there was one _prose- 
uted aguinst him, at the suit of Johnson, 81 
Eliz. for 601. and was laid and proceeded in 
the Hustings, London. Another, at the suit 
of one Hacker, for 161, 89 Eliz, That sir 
Francis had since been chosen, admitted, and 
served as a member of this house, in the seve- 
ral parliaments holden 89 and 43 Eliz. That 
the Utiawry remained in the Hustings, so as 
the luw could not take notice of it; neither 
was it pleadable. 1 Eliz, ane Smith was fuund 
utlawed, and priviledged by the house, 23 
Eliz. one Vaughan utlawed, and, upon the 
question and division of the house, priviledged, 
being cared with the diterence of @ voices. 
385 Eliz. 3 preccdents vouched. 39 Hen. VI. 
[Here the accurate editor of the printed Jour- 
mals makes this remark, “ The words (39 H. 6.) 
seem to be improperly inserted here, and are, 
in the book of notes, placed before the cita- 
tion of Smyth’s case, 1 Eliz. and in the mar- 
gin of the Journal itself against these words is 
written Quare.”| Fitz-Herbert: the case not 
Judged, but opinions delivered, Mr. John Kit 


because for some private ends. B 


cedents in the times of minors, of tyrants, of 


wamen, of simple kings, not to be credited, 
the law 
this house ought nut to meddle with returns, 
being all made into the chancery, and are to 
be corrected or reformed by that court only, 
into which they are returned. An. 35 H. 6. 
It was the resolution of all the judges, that 
matter of utlavry was a sufficient cause of 
dismission of any member out of the house, 
That the judges have now resolved, That sir 
F, Goodwin standeth utlawed according to the 
laws of this land. In conclusion, it was his 
maj.’s special charge unto us, That, 1, the 
course already taken should be truly reported. 
2, that we should debate the matter, and re+ 
solve amongst ourselves. 9, that we should 
admit of conference with the judges. 4, that 
we should make report of all the proceedings 
unto the council,” This relation being made, 
the house did nat enter into any further consi- 
deration of the mattcr at that time; but re- 
solved and ordered, That it should be the 
first matter moved the next morning. 

March 30th. It was moved and urged by a 
member, touching the difference now on foot 
between the king and the house, “ that there 
is just fear of some abuse in the late 
Election, That in his conscience the kin 
hath been much misinformed; and that he had 
too many misinformers, which he prayed. God. 
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might be removed or lessened in their number. 
That now the Case of sir John Fortescue and 
sir F's. Goodwin was becou.e the Case of the 
whole kingdum, That cld lawyers forget, and 
cpmmionky interpret the law according to the 
tine; that by this course the tree election of 
the country is taken away, and none shall be 
chosen but such as shail please the king and 
council, Let us therefore, with fortitude, un- 
derstanding, and sincerity, seck to maintain 
our priviledge; which cannot be taken or con- 
strued any cuntempt in ys, but merely a main- 
tenance of our coinmon right, which our an- 
eestors have left us, and is just and fit for us to 
transter to our posterity.” 
Another, for a law to be made, * That ne- 
ver any man outlawed should shew his face 
here again. The ditference, he observed, was 
some unrespective carriage towards his maj. in 
this matter: and therefore let our proceeding 
be dutiiul and careful towards him, in advising 
of some speedy course to give his maj. satis- 
faction; that is (as he conceived) according to 
the king’s project, first, to advise amongst our- 
selves, and then to confer with the judges, not 
as parliament-men, but as counsellors; not as 
though they were to reverse our errors, but 
that we might be better informed; not now 
the case of sir Johu and sir Francis, but a 
case of great difference between the king and 
us, wherein we are deeply to consider the con- 
sequence if this pique be bruited in the coun- 
try, abroad, or beyond the seas. It is fit we 
Jet the king sce how much we take to heart 
this matter, sythence our affections have so 
much appeared in the passing aud present ex- 
editing of the act of recognition, &e. Cone. 
‘hat we should tender our humble petition to 
his maj. fur leave to make a law tor the ba- 
nishing of all outlaws hercafter from the pari. 
and pray that we may hold all our priviledges 
entire.” | 
A 3rd, “ That we ought not to contest with 
the king; that it is fit to have a conference: 
that by it we shall lose no privilege, but rather 
gain ; for the matters of the conference will be 
two, satisfaction of the king, and putting in 
certainty our privilege. Allis not yet said that 
may he said; we are not to dispute with one 
that is governor of SO legions. © Conftendum 
est ne frustra interrogasset.? Let us deal 
plainly and freely with the lords, and let them 
Lise all the reasons. They are jcalous of the 
honour of a privy-connsellor, we of the Freedom 
of Election. It is fit great men maintain their 
prerogative; so is it fit that we maintain our 
privileges, This is aCourt of Record, therefore 
ought we by all means seek to preserve the 
honour and diguity of it. Ifa burgess be cho- 
sen for two places, the burgess makes his choice 
for which he will serve, and a warrant shall be 
directed from mr. Speaker, in the name of the 
“house, to the clerk of the crown to send forth 
a writ for a new election for the other place 
Icft; which is a direct proof that it is a Court 
‘of Power and of Record. We have aclerk and 


of record, and preserved. As they stand for 

the honour ofa councellor, so we tor our priv 

Jeges. It isto be wished, that we had a law 

to declare our privileges, that we have a court 

of record and a register. Obj. We (they say) 

are but half of the body, and the Lords are the 

parts nearest the head. sins. Nothing ascends 

to the head but by the breasts, &c. Conel. 

That we may pray it may be explained by a 

law what our privileges are; and that no man 
outlawed may hercafier be admitted. . There 

must bea judge of the return betore we sit; 

and this isnow judged according to the positive 
laws of the realin by the king, which intringeth 
not our liberty, since we judge atter the court 
is set, according to discretion. No precedent, 
That any man was put out of the house for 
utlawry; therefore it had been fit we should 
have desired to inform the king that he was 
misinformed. Let us now leave this particular 
Case to the king, and consider and resolve of 
the material questions that will fall out in the 
debate of it. 1. Whether this court bath power 
to take notice of returns made betore we sit 
here? 2, Whether men utlawed may be of the 
house? 3. Whether a man pardoned, having 
not sued forth a writ of scire facias, may be 
called in question? 4, Whether the writ were 
returned the 17th of Feb. or no, apon oath of 
the sheriff?” ; 

Some others were strong in opinion, That we 
ought not to confer nor to commit, saying, That 
majesty had conterred with justice; yet ma- 
jesty had left the stopping of the wound to 
us. We- should taint ourselves with $ great 
blemishes, if we should alter our judgment, le- 
vity, cruclty and cowardice. There be 3 de- 
grees of upright judgment, motion, exammation, 
judgement : all these have passed us. No court 
cen reforin their own Judgment. Every day a 
term here. Every act that passeth this honse 
isan act of parl. Shall justice float up and 
down? Shall he be a member to-day and shall 
we tear him off to-morrow? If the member be 
sound itis violence: If the hand tear the rest it 
iscruelty. No part torn, but it may bleed to 
the ruin of the whole——Let sir F. Goodwin 
stand as he is: duty and courave may stand to 
gether; Jet not the house be inveigled by sug- 
gestions, This may be called a ‘ quo warranto’ 
to seize our liberties, ‘There hath been 3 main 
objections. 

1. The King’s Exception. We could shew na 
precedent in this Lind, Answ. The king 
could shew no such writ befure, Our hands 
were never sought to be closed before, nor 
we prevented. It opens a gap to thrust us all 
into the petty-bag, A chancellor may call a 
parl. of what persons he will by this course. 
Any suggestion, by any person, may be cause 
of sending a new writ. | 

2. Objection by the Lord Chief Justice. By 
the law we had nothing to do to examipe re- 
turns. Axsw. Judges cannot take notice of 
private customs or privileges: but we bave a 
privilege which stands with the law. The 


a register; all matters that pass here are eutered { Judges informed the king of the law, but nat of 
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the case of privilege. Itis truc, 35 H. VI. all 
the judges resolved, that no outlawed man 
ought to be atlnited ; but that was cuntrolied 
by | parl, tis the same opinion now; let us 
controli it as then; we have done no offence 
to the state: Ict us alcnelote be constant in our 
own judyment. 

3. Objec. ***** Another ; The King’s plea- 
sure, that we should deliver ‘the reusons of that 
We have done to be just. Ifwe clear our con- 
tempt, we have discharged ourselves. The 
king’s-bench cannot reverse their judgment the 
sume term; therefore not the parl Let us 
send a message to the Lords, that we are ready 
sv to du, as we do not undo are house, 

. Others : ; * Non coronabitur qui pon legiume 
certaverit.’ Not to be termed a difference be- 
tween his may. and the commons, © Roguimns 
auvuste, non prenumus.” “Tbe question is not of 
niatter of privilege, but ofjadgiment, Fetus at- 
tend them as lords of the cuuncil, and not as 
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of parl. We do ng ways contest or contend 
with his maj. The king i is no way bound in 
honour. It are gv torth unduly, they may he 


controlled without. impeac hment to the hing’s 
honour. Ie is the act of his inferior oihcers. 
It is now come to this question, Whether the 
chancery or parl. ought to have authority? 
Quest. Whether we ought to satisty the king 
in his commandinent? ‘The king’s message was, 
That we should consider within ourselves, and 
resulve of ourselves ; then no need to counter 
with the judges: if we cannot, then it is fit to 
be resolved by the judges. The judges have 
Judged, and we have judged; what need then 
of conference? Let there be no spark of that 
grace taken frum us, which we have had already 
~ from his maj. Let our reasons be putinto ar- 
ticles, and delivered in all humbleness unto 
him. | 
Upon the conclusion of this debate in this 
manner, the house proceeded to question 5 and 
the first was, 1. Q. Whether the house was 
resolved in the matter? And the question was 
answered by general voice, That the whole 
house was resolved. 2. Q. Whether the rea- 
sons of their proceeding ‘shall be set down in 
writing ? And it was resolved, That they shall, 
and ordered turther, That acommittce should 
be named for that purpose, and appointed first 
to set them down in writng, and to bring them 
to the house, there tu be published, and to re- 
ceive thar ajlowance.-—A committee was in- 


stantly named, consisting of nr. Recorder of 


London, mr. Sollicitor, mr. Attorney of the 
“Wards, all the serjeants at Jaw, and 37 inem- 
bers snore, to meet this afternoon, at 2, inthe 
exchequer chamber. The authority given unto 
them by the house, was this: “ T he house be- 
ing resolved, upon the question, That the rea- 
sons of their precedent resolution, touching the 
retum, admittance and retaining of sir F. Good- 
svin as a member of this house, should be set 
down in writing ; these coinmittees were speci- 
ally appointed to perform that service, and have 
svarrant from the house to send for any offcer, 
to view aud search any recard, or other thing 
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of that kind, which may help their knowledge 
or memory in this particular service: and have 
ing deliberatcly by general consent sct down 
all such reasons, they are to bring them in writ- 
ing into the house, there to be read and ap- 
proved, as shall be thought fit. 

April 2. It was moved, That committces 
might be named to take the examination of 
the sheriff of Buckinghamshire, who was by 
former order sent for, and nuwcome. And a 
committee were named and arvuited to take 
lis @xumiuation prese Sir Charles Corm 
wallis moved in excuse of str Fras. Goodwin's 
absenge from the house, and praveth, That 
thev would as well in their own Judgment pure 
don it, as witness and aflirm his care and ino- 
desty, upon all occasions, to the king, m that 
he hath forborn, during all the time of thiy 
question, to come Into the house. 

The Examination of the Sheriff havme been 
presently taken by the comunittees, was rethrn- 
ced in this torm.— Interv. 1. Why le removed 
the county trom Aylesbury to Brickhill? He 
saith, it was by reason of the plague being at 
Ayle sbury, the county being the 25th of no 
at which time three were dead of the plugue 
there. “Phis was the only motive of removing 
his county.—dnterr. 2. Whether he were pre- 
sent at the first Flection? He was present, 
and was as faithtul to wish this second place 
to sir Frans. Goodwin, as the first to sir John 
Fortescue: sent sir PF. Goodwin word, before 
the elvetion, he should not need to bring ay 
freeholders, for the election he thought would 
he without seruple for them both; ‘first to sir 
John, second to sit Francis. About 8 o’clock 
he came to Brickhill; was then told by sis 
George Throckmorton, ‘and others, that the firss 
voice would be given for sir Francis; he an- 
swered, He hoped it would not be so, and de- 
sired every gent. to deal with his frectiolders. 
Alter 8 went tu the election, a great number 
there being children, never at the county. 
After the writ read, he first intimated the 
points of the proclamation; then jointly pro- 
pounded sir Juhn Fortescue and sir F. Good- 
win, The ftrecholders cried first, £ A Goud- 
win! a Goodwin! Every justice of peace on 
the benth said, © A Fortescue! a Fortescue !” 
and came domi from the bench before they 
named any for a second place, aud desired the 
ire chu fers to name sir John Fortescue for the 
first. Sur F. Goodwin being in a chamber near, 
Wis fa jur by the sherit and Justices ; and 
he came down and earnestly perswaded with 
the trceholders, saving, § sir John was his good 
friend, had heen “his father’s, and that they 
would not do sir Jolin that mjury: notwith- 
standing the trecholders would not desist, but 
all cried, ©A Goodwin! a’ Goodwin? some 
cryiug, * A Fortescue ! to the number of 60 or 
thereabouts, the other for sir F. Goodwin, be- 
ing about 200 or £00; and sir Francis, to his 
thinking, dealt very plaint and earncstly in 
this matter fur sir John Fortescue; for that 
sir Francis did so earnestly protest it uuto 
him.—Interr. 3. Who laboured hanrto make 


2007} PARL. HISTORY, 1 Janes I. 1608:— The Case between Sir Francts Gooduin, [1008 
swer to your most excellent maj.; for which, 
nevertheless, we have presumed of the longer 
time, in respect we have prepared some pre- 
cedents, tequiring search, to yield your maj. 
better satisfaction:”"—There were objected 
agdinst us hy your maj. and your rev. judges, 
4 things, to impeach our proceedings, in re- 
ceiving Francis Goodwin, knt. into our house. 
Objection 1. The first, That we assume to our- 
selves power of exdmining of the elections 
and returns of knights and burgesses which 
belongeth to your maj.’s Chancery, and not 
to us: for that all returns of writs were ex- 
aminable in the courts wherein they are re- 
turnable; and the parliament writs being re- 
turuable into the chancery, the returns of 
them must needs be there examined and not 
with us. 
Our humble Answer is, That, until the 7th of 


the return so long before the day of the parl.? 
He being here in London, mr. attorney general, 
the 2d of March, at his chamber in the Inner 
Temple, delivered him two cap. utlagat. against 
sir Francis Goodwin; and betore he made his 
return, he went and advised with mr; attorney 
about his return, who penned it, and so it was 
done by his direction: and the return being writ- 
ten, upon Friday after the king’s coming through 
London, near about my lord chancellor’s gate, 
an the presence of sir John Fortescue, he de- 
livered the writ to sir George Coppin: and at 
this time (it being about 4 in the afternoon) 
and before they parted, sir John Fortescuc de- 
hvered him the secand writ sealed; sir John 
Fortescue, sir George Coppin, and himself, be- 
mg not above an hour together at that time, 
and never had but this new writ of parl. to him 
delivered.—Subscribed, Francis Cheyne.”— 


This was returned by the Committee to the 
hands of the clerk, but not at all read in the 


house. 


Mr. Speaker remembereth the matter of con- 
ference with the judges, and offereth to repeat 
and put again the Questions that were formerly 
made; being before uncertaimly and uuper- 
fectly left (as he said) in the case of Bucking-— 
hamshire, viz. 1. Whether the house were re- 
solved in the matter? 2. Whether they should 
confer with the judges? And at length induced 
the house to entertain the latter question ; and, 


‘being made, was carried by general voice in 


the negative, ‘ No conference.—Upon this 
passage, it was urged for a rule, ‘That a Ques- 


tion being once made, and carried in the aftir- 
mitive or negative, cannot be questioned 
again; but must stand as a judgment of the 
bouse.—It was thought fit that mr. Speaker 
should attend the committce for penne the 
reasons in sir Francis Goudwin’s Case, not by 
commandment, but voluntary of himself. 


April 3. The Reasons of the Proceeding of 


the House in sir Francis Goodwin’s Case, 
enned by the committec, were, according to 

See order, brought im by inr. Francis Moore, 

and read by the clerk, directed in form of a 

Petition :— . 

“ To the King’s most excellent Majesty. The 
humble Auswer of the Commons Ilouse of 
Parliament ta his Majesty’s Objections in 
sir Francis Goudwin’s Ca-e.” 

“© Most gracious, our dcar and dread so- 
vereign, a being made to us by our 
Speaker, of yqur maj.’s royal clemency and 
putience in hearing us, and of your princely 
prudence in discerning ; shewing allectionate 
desire rather to receive satisfaction to clear us, 
than cause to pardon us: we do in all humble- 
ness render our most bounden thanks for the 
same: protesting, by the band of our ulle- 
giunce, That we never had thought to offend 
your maj.; at whose feet we shall ever lic 
prostrate, with loyal hearts, to sacrifice our- 
selves and all we have for your maj.’s service: 
and ia this particular, we could find uo quiet 
in our minds, that would suffer us to entertain 


ether thoughts, ubtil we bad addressed our sp- 


Ilen, IV. all parliament writs were returnable 
into the parl.; as appeareth by many prece- 
dents of record ready to be shewed, and con- 
sequently the returns there examinable: in 
which year a statute was made, That thence- 
forth every parliament writ, containing the day 
and place where the parl. shall be holden, 
should have this clause, viz. “ Et Electionem 
tuam in pleno comitatu factam distiacte & 
aperte sub sigillo tuo & sigillis corum, qui elec- 
tioni ih interfuerint, nubis in Cancellariam 
nostram ad diem & locum in brevi content 
certifices indilate.”—By this, although the form 
of the writ be somewhat altered, vet the power. 
of the parl. to examine and detcrmine of elec- 
tions, remaincth; for so the statute hath beea 
always expounded ever sithence, by use to this 
day: and for that purpose, both the clerk of 
the crown hath always used to [attend] all the 
parliament time, upon the Commons House, 
with the writs and returns; and also the Com- 
mons in the beginning of every parl. have ever 
used to appoint special committees, all the par- 
liament time, for examining controversies con- 
cerning clections and returns of knights and 
hurgesses: during which time, the writs and 
indentures remain with the clerk of the crowns 


‘and after the parl. ended, and not before, are 


delivered to the clerk of the Petty-Bag in Chan- 
cery, to be kept there; which is warranted by 
Reason and Precedents: reason; for that it is 
fit that the returns should be in that place ex- 
amined, where the appearance and service of 
the writ is appointed. The apperrance and 
service is iv part. therefore the return examin- 
able in parl—Precedents: one in the 29th 
Eliz. where, after one writ awarded into Nor- 
folk for the choice of knights, and election 
made and returned, a second was, before the 

arhiament-day, awarded by the lord chancel- 
or, and thereupon another clection and re- 
turn inade ; and the Commons being attended 
with both writs and returns by the clerk of the 
crown, examined the cause, allowed the first, 
and rejected the second. So 23 Eliz. a bur 
wess was returned dead, and a new chosen, 
and returned by a new writ: the party re- 
turned dead appeared; the Commons, not 


ee 
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withstanding the shernf’s return, admitted the 
first chosen, and reyceted the second. Also, 
the said 25d vear, a bercess chosen tor Hiudl 
was returned imac, toda new chosen upona 
sccoud writ: the pret clauaed his place; the 
Commons Cane the cauce, and tinding the 
return of dunacy te be tree, they refused hin: 
butar it had been faise, they would have re- 
ecived han.—48 Eliz. ie shernuk of Ladland- 
shire returned hineclié clected; the Commous 
budsag that be we aos claible by law, scat ao 
Werraut tothe Chancery for a new weit ty 
chuse anew.--43 Eliz. also a burgess wa: 
chosen burcess tor tea boroughs; the Com- 
nons,atier he had gmade election on which he 
would serve fur, scant warrant to the Ciancery 
jor awrit to chuse ao onew tor the other bog 
rough: of which kind of preeedeuts there are 
many other, wherewith we spare to trouble 
your maj. All which together, viz. use, rea- 
som aud precedents, do concur tu prove the 
Chancery to be a place sppointed to receive 
the returns, as to keep them for the parl, but 
not to judge of them; and the inconvenience 
might be ereat, if the Chancery nicht, upon 
suggestions or sheriits returns, send writs for 
new elections, aud those not sulject to exa- 
mination iv purl.: fur so, when tit men were 
chosen hy she counties aud boroughs, the lord 
chancellor, or the sheriffs, might displace them, 

-and send out new writs, can some were Chosen 

to their liking ; a thing dangerous in precedents 

for the time to come, howsoever we rest see 
curcly from it at this present by the nuw lord 
chancellor’s integrity. 

Odject, 2. ‘Tliat we dealt in the cause with too 
mich preciphauon, not secmly fora council 
of gravity, and without respect to your most 
excellent apaj. our sovereign, who had di- 
rected the writ to be made; and being but 
hait a body, and no Court of Record alone, 
refused Colerence with the Lords, the 
other halt, notwithstauding they prayed it 
oF us, 

Onur humble Answer ts, to the Precipitation, 
Vhat we centered into this cause, as in other 
parls. of like cases hath been accustomed ; 
calling to us the clerk of the crown, and view- 
ing both the writs, und both the returns ; 
which in cases of *** and motions, though 
not of bills (requiring 3 readings), hath been 
warrant by continual usage amongst us: and 
tlercupon, well tiadig that the latter writ 
was awarded and scaled betore the Chancery 
was repossessed of the former, which the clerk 
of the crown, and the sheriff of the county, 
did both testity, and well held to bea clear tault 
in law, procecded to sentence with the less re- 
spect of the latter election. For our lack of 
respect to yuur maj. we confess, with grief of 
our hearts, we are right sorry it shall be so 
conceived; protesting, That it was no way 
inade known unto us before that time, that 
your maj. had taken to yourself any special no- 
tice, or directed any course in ‘that cause, 
other than the ordinary awarding writs by your 
hiyhmess’s officers im that behalf: but if we 

Vor. 1. 
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had known as much (as some will have) hy. 
your inaj.’s rus: ul mouta, we would net, with- 
gut your muy).’s privity, lave proceesd doin 
thatinauner. And further, itinay vlease your 
maj. to give us leave to infor vou, Vhatoa 
the Esatinatiun of tie Cause, tite shecnd 
avouched unto us, ‘That Goodwin asrevd to 
yield the first place of the two knights lo sir 
Joba Fortescue, and in his own person, at the 
rune of cle elie, wits extiiaordinary Gunes 
hess, cntreated the clectors it nueblt so be, and 
caused tue indentures tu be iuauc up to thas 
purpose; but the electors utiery refused to 
seal them, Concerhiag our recusiig Conter- 
ence with the Daaids, there was nuue desired 
unul alter our sentcuce pas:ci; and then we 
thought, That in a matter private tu our owar 
house, which, by rules of order, mizht not be 
by us revoked, we inight, without uny Mnputa~ 
tion, refuse to confer, Yet, understanding by 
their lordships, that your maj. had been in- 
formed ayainst us, we made hasie (as in all 
duty we were bound) to lay open to your maj. 
our good and gracious sovereign, the whole 
manner of our proceeding; not doubting, 
thuugh we were but part of a body, as to make 
new laws, yet fur any matter o. priviledges of 
our house, we are, and ever have been, a 
court of ourselves, of suthicicnt power to dis- 
cern and determine without their lordships, as 
their lordships have uscd always to do tor theirs 
without us, 

Oljcct, 3. That we have, by our sentence of 
receiving Goodwin, admitted that Outlaws 
may be Makers of Laws; wich ie contrary 

to all Laws. 
Our humble Answer is, that :otwithstand- 
ng the preccdeats which we teily delivered, 
of admitting and retaining Outlaws ja personal 

ACHONS IN the Commons itouse, and uene re- 

mitted fur that caisc; yet we recused so 

creat satisiaction, Cclivered from your yoyel 
inaj.’s own mouth, wich such cxcelicue streucth 
and light of reasun, more than before, in that 
point, we heard or did conceive, as we forth 
with prepared an act to pass our hougee, That 
all outlaws hencctorth shall stand disabled to 
serve in parl.; but as concerning Gouui'’s 
particular, it could not appear uilo us, baving 
thoroughly examined all; urts of the proceed 
ings avguinst hin, That he stood an oathuy, by: 
the laws of E ngland, at the Wine of the Me 
tion made of hin by the county; and teat for 
two causes: the 1st is, that whers the parcy 
outlawed ought to be 3 times proclaimed to 
appear in the sheriff's county court; and ihen 
nol appearing, ought to he adjudged outiawed 

bv the yudgment of the coroners cP Le County 3 

there appeareth no record made in the tiust- 

ings of London, that Goodwin was dye tines 
proclaimed, or that the coroners cave jede- 

ment of outlawry against him: but a clei k 

lately come to that ofice hath how, many, 

years after the time, and since this ch: cuuwn, 

made entries, interlined with a new band, tat 

he was outlawed; to wluch new cats.cs we 

could give ne credit, lor that the partons, st 
$T 
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whose snit Goodwin was sued, have testified 
in their writings of release, That they never 

roceeded further than to take out the writ of 
Pacen for an outlawry; and being then paid 
their money, desisted there; by which we find, 
that Goodwin was not 5 umes proclaimed, nor 
pdjudzed outlawed, being aw thing usual in 
London to spare that proclamation and judg- 
iment, if the party call not upon it; and no re- 
cord being made for made years together that 
either of them was done. The 2nd cause 
was, for thar the writ of Exigent, by which the 
sheriff was commanded to proclann him 5 


a 


5 

times, was never lawfully returned, nor certi- 
fied by certiorari; without which we tuke it 
that Goodwin stocd not disabled as an outlaw. 
—To this, adding the two general pardons by 
parl. which had cleared the outhewry in truth 
and substance (if any were;) and that Good- 
win could not apply the pardons by scire fa- 
clas, for that no record hor return was extant 
of the outlawry, whereupon be might ground a 
tcirc fucias, we were of opinion, and so your 
maj.’s most rev. judges would have becn, it 
they had known thus much, That Goodwin 
stood not disabled bv outlawry to be elected 
or serve m parl.; but when we consider fur- 
ther, That the course taken against Goodwin 
for drawing hun into this outlawry, of purpose 
to disable him to serve in this place, whereto 
the county had treely elected him, was unusu- 
al; we could not, with the reputation of our 
places, serving as a council of gravity, in al- 
Jowance or continuance of that course, cen- 
sure him to be rejected as an outdaw: the par- 
tculars of which were these, viz.—Two exi- 
gents awarded; *** the other 7 years past 
to the Hlustings in London: no entry made of 
6 proclamations; nor of any judgment of the 
coroners; nor any return of the exigents made 
or endorsed; the party plaintiff satisticd, the 
pretended outlawncs being but upou meane 
process; and as to your maj.’s duties and con- 
tempts pardoned now since Goodwin was 
elected knight, the exigent now soucht out 
since the election vrocured to be returned in 
the name of the sherifts that then were, and 
are long since dead, and new entry made of 
the 5 procilainations and coroner’s judgment; 
and now ereturn made of that old exizent, 
which could be of no use, but only fur a pur- 
pose to disable him for that place. Upon all 
which we could do no less, in true discretion, 
than certify the clection made secundum aqguum 
et bonum, ; 

Objcct. 4. That we proceeded to examine the 
truth of the fact of Outlawry, and gave our 
Sentence upon that; whereas we oncht to 
have been bound bv the Sheriff’s Return of 
the Outlawry trom further examining, Whe- 
the party were outlawed or not? 

Our humble Answer is, That the precedents 
cited before, in our answer to the first Objec- 
tion, do prove the use of the Commons House 
to examine vcritatem facti, in Elections and 
Neiurns, and have not been tied peremptorily 
to allow the return; as, if a knight or burgess 


be untruly returned dead, or lunatic, vet when 

he appeareth to the house to be living and 

sound, they have, contrary to the return, re- 

cvived hin into the house, preferring the truth 
manifest before the return. By which discreet 
proceeding there is avoided that great incon- 
venience abovementioned, of giving lsberty to 
sheriffs, by untrue returns, to make and re- 
move whom they list, to and from the parlia- 
ment service, how mect soever the parties be 
in the judgement of the county or borough that 
elected them.—Thus, in all humility, we have 
presented to your most excellent maj, the 
grounds and reasons of our late action, led 
with no alfections, but guided by truth, war- 
ranted in our consciences, imitating prece- 
depts, maintaining our ancient priviledges, ho- 
nuuring your excellent maj. m all your ser- 
vices; to which in all loyalty and devotion we 
bind us and ours for ever, praying daily, on the 
knees of our hearts, to the majesty of the Al- 
mighty, that vour maj. and your posterity may 
in ail felicity reign over us and ours to the end 
of the world.” 

These reasons sct down and published to the 
House, mr. secretary Herbert was sent with 
message to the Lords, that the house had re- 
solved of their Auswer.to his maj. in sir Fs. 
Goodwin's Case, and had set it down in wnt- 
ing, and that it should be sent to their lord- 
ships before + in the afternvon; who mnmedi- 
ately returned their lordships’ answer, That 
they/would be ready at that time in the Coun- 
cil Chamber at Whitchall, with 30 of the 
lords, to receive what then should be deliver- 
ed. Then were named threescore to attend 
the delivery of the said reasons at the time 
and place aforesaid.—The sane day, in the 
afternoon, the house entering seriously inte 
consultation what course was to be held with 
the Lords; as also fallmg into more length of 
disputation, touching the bill of Merchants, 
than were expected, sent 5 members as mes- 
sengers to the Lords, to excuse their long tar- 
rving. And about 5 o’clock, the coromittee 
appointed did attend to deliver the Reasons 
aforesaid, at the Council Chamber, according 
to appointment and order of both houses; and 
they were delivered by sir Francis Bacon, one 
of the committees, with desire, That their 
lordships would be mediators in behalf of the 
house, for his maj,’s satistaction. 

April 4. Sir Francis Bacon having the day 
before delivered to the Lords, in the Coancil- 
Chamber at Whitehall, according to the direc- 
tion of the house, the Reasous in writing, 
penned by the committee, touching sir Fran- 
cis Goodwin’s case, made Report of what 
passed at the time of the said delivery: first, 
that though the committees employed were 8 
number specially deputed and sclected; yet 
that the lords admitted ull burgesses without 
distinction; that they offered it with testumo- 
ny of their own specd and care in the business, 
so as thev said nu one thing had precedency, 
but only the bill of recognition; that they bad 
sueh respect to the weight of it, as they bad 
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not committed it ‘to any frailty of memory or 
verbal relation, but put itinto writing for more 
permanent memory of their duty and respeet 
to his maj.’s grace and favour: That in con- 
clusion they prayed their Lordships, sithence 
they had nearer access, they would co-uperate 
with them tur the kiug’s satisfaction; and so 
delivered the writing to the hands of the lord 
chancellor, who, receiving it, demanded, Whe- 
they shouid send it to the king, or first peruse 
it? ‘To which was answered, ‘Ihat since it was 
the king’s pleasure they’should concur, they 
desired their lurdships would first peruse it. 
The lord Cecil demanded, Whether they had 
warrant to amplity, explain, or debate any 
doubt or question made upon the reading? 
To which it was said, They had no warrant. 
And so the writing was read, and no more 
done at that time. 

April5. Mr.Speaker, bya private commani- 
ment, attended the king this morning at 8, 
and there staid ull 10. Mr. Speaker excused 
his absence, by reason he was commanded to 
attend his maj.; and brought message from 
his maj. to this effect. “ ‘That the king had 
received a parchment from the house. Whe- 
ther it were an absolute resulution, or reason 
to give him satisfaction, he knew not: he 
thought it was rather intended for his satis- 
factiva. His maj. protested, by that love he 
bare to the house as his loving and loyal sub- 
jects, and by the faith he did ever owe to 
God, he had as yreut a desire to maintain 
their privileges, as ever any prince had, or as 
themselves. He had scen and considered of 
the manner and the matter: he bad heard his 


Judges and his Council; and that he was now, 


distracted in judgment. ‘Therefore, for his 
farther satistaction, he desired, and cummand- 


ed, as an absulute king, that there nicht be a | because vou discern what is spoken, 


conterence between the house and the judzes; 
and that for that 
select committee of grave and learned persons 
out of the house: ‘Phat bis Council might be 
present, not as umpires to determine, but to 
report inditferently on both sides.” Upon this 
unexpected message there grew some amaze- 
ment and silence. But at last one stood up 
and said, The prince’s command is like a 
thunder-bolt; his command upon our alle- 
giance like the roaring of 2 Lon. ‘To his com- 
maod there is no contradiction; but how, or 
an what manner we should now proceed tu 
perform obedience, that will be the question. 
Another answered, Let us petition to his maj. 
that he will be pleased ta be present, to hear, 
moderate, and judge the Case himself. Where- 
upon mr. Speaker proceeded to this question. 
Q. Whether to confer with the Judges in the 
presence of the king and council? Which was 
resolved in the affirmative. Anda select coms 
mittee presently named for the conference, 
consisung of 24 lawyers, and 16 other mem- 
bers. These committees were selccted and 
appointed to confer with the Judges of the 
Jaw, touching the reasons of proceedmg in sir 


¥ sa, Goodwin's Case set down in writing, and 
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delivered to his maj. in the presence of the 
lords of is maj.’3 council, aceurding to his 
highness’s pleasure signited by mr. Speaker 
this day to the house, It was further resolved 
and ordered by the house, upou the mution to 
that end by mr. Laurence Hyde, That the 
aturesuid committees should insist upon the 
turtihcation, and explaming af the Reasons and 
Answers delivered unto bis inyj.; and not prus 
ceed to any other argument of enswer, what 
occasion sgever moved ip the tiag of that 
acbate, 

April 11. The House being met a¢cording 
to adjournment, sir Fra. Bacon was expected, 
and called, to make a Report of the lute cun-+ 
tercnce with the judges in the presence of his 
maj. and the lords of the council: but he 
made excuse, saying, he was not warranted ta 
make any report; and ‘ tantum perimissum, 
quantum coimmissum:’ nevertheless, upon a 
question, he was over-ruled to make a Report; 
aud a motion thereupon made, That the com- 
inittees mieht first assemble in the Court of 
Wards, and conler amongst themselves, and 
thet the Report to be madc. 

Sir Lra. Bacon, after the meeting of the 
committees in the Court of Wards, reported 
what had passed in conference In the presence 
of his maj. and his council. “ ‘The king said, 
he would be president himself. ‘This attend- 
ance renewed the remembrance of the last, 
when we departed with such admiration. It 
was the voice of God in man: the good spirit 
of God in the mouth of man. I do not say, 
the voice of God, and not of man. Tam not 
one uf Herod’s tlatterers. A curse feil upon 
him that said it. A curse on him that suicred it 
We might say as was said to Sulomon, We are 
glad, O king, that we give account to you, 
We Ict 
pass no moment of time, until we had re- 


urpose there might be #1 solved and sct down an Answer in writing, 


which we now had ready. That sithence we 
received a message from his maj. by mr, 
Speaker, of two parts. 1, ‘The one paternal, 
2. The other royal. 1. That we were as deur 
unto him as the safety of his person, or the 
preservation of his posterity. 2. Royal; that 
we should confer with his judges, and that in 
the presence of himself and his council. ‘That 
we did more vow to king James than ever was, 
done since the Conquest, in giving account of 
our judgments, That we had no intent in all 
our proceedings, to encounter his maj. or to. 
impeach his honour or prerogative, This was 
spoken by way of preamble by him you srr 
How to report his ma).’s speeqiifr he. 


ployed. : 
knew ne the elaquence of a king be ani- 
mitable, The king addressed himself tofhim as 


deputed by the House, and said he wouldahakes . 
3 parts of what be had to say. The gausees# 
the meeting was to draw to an end tif@ditier- 
ence in sir Fra. Goodwin’s Case. If they re-. 
uired his absence, he was ready; because ha 
feared he might be thought interested, and 
so breed an inequality on their part. He. 


saids That he would not hold. his prerogatixg 


1015] PARL, HISTORY, 2 James I. 1604.— The Case between Sir F rancis Goodwin, &¢. [1016 


ér honour, or receive anv thing of any or all 
Jis subtects. ‘bhis waste magnaumity. That 
be work! copfian and ratisy all just privileses. 
hts dis bounty and amivy. Asa king rovally: 
as door James, sweet! 

zood natures One nome was, 


judge of returns, AAs our coart had power, 
so had the Cloncery ; and that the court that 
first had passed wbetr judgment should not he 
controuled. Upor a surmse, and upon the 
sherids return, there grew a difference. That 
there be two powers. One perinanent: the 
other, transitory. That the Chancery was a 
conidenciary court to the use of the part. 
during the time.. Whatsoever the sheriff in- 


_ serts beyond the authority of his mandate, a 


« 


nugation, ‘The parliaments of England not 
to Le bound by a sheritt’s return. That our 
privileges were not in question. “That it was 
private jealousies without anv kernel or sub- 
stance. He granted it wasa Court of Record, 
and a judge ef returns. He snoved, That 
neither sir John Fortescue, nor sir Fra. Good- 
win might have place. Sir John losing place, 
is may. did moct us half way. 
there did arise a schism in the church between 
a pope and an anti-pope, there could be no 
cud ot the difference unul they were both put 
down,” 

Upon this Repert a motion was made, 
“Phat ae might be done by way of warrant: 
and therein to he inserted, That it was done 
at the request of the king: andavas further 
said, (as‘anciently it hath heen said) that we 
lose more ata park than we gain at a battle. 
That the authority of the committee was only 
to toruty what was agreed on by the house for 
answer, and that chev bad no authority to 
consent.” It was further moved, by another, 
“Phat we should proceed to take away our 
di-sention, and to preserve our jiberties; and 
ed, * That in this we had exceeded our com- 
mission ; and that we had drawn upon us a 
note of inconstancy and levity.” But the ac- 
clamation of tLe house, was, That it was a 
testimony of our duty, and no levity. So as 
tuc Question was presently made: Whether 
siz Jolin Fortesene and sir Fra. Goodwin shall 
both be secluded, and -a warrant for a new 
writ directed, And upon the question, re- 
solved, That a writ should issue for a new 
choice, and ua warrant directed accordingly, 
A mouon made, ‘Hhat thanks should be pre- 
sented by mr. Speaker to his may. for his pre- 
sence end airection in this matters and there- 
upon ordered, Thrit his mayp.’s pleasure should 
be known by sir Roger Aston for their attend- 
ance accordin: ly, 

+ Beeanse it had been conceived by some, 
that cir Fra, Goodwin being the member spe- 
cialty interested, it were fit he should give tes- 
timeny Of his liking and obedience in this 
conrscs bemg dealt withal to that end, he writ 
his letter to mr. Speaker; which, before this 
Question made, for better satistaction of the 


ls and kindly out of his 
Whether we - 
were a Court of Record, and hed power to) 


That when. 


| heartily sorry to have been the least occasion 
either of question between his maj. and that 
hon. house, or of in:erruption to those worthy 
hand weighty causes, Which by this ime, in all 
hikehhood, had been m very good furtherance: 
wherctore understanding very credibly, that tt 
pleased his maj. when the conmictees last at- 
_tended hin. to take course with them for a 
$d writ and election for the knightship of the 
county of Buckingham; [ am so tar froin 
giving any impediment thereunto, trat’ con- 
I trarviwise, JF hianbly desire his maj,’s direction 
in that behalf to be accomplished and_ per- 
formed. So praying you, according to such 


opportunity as will be ministered, to give tur- 
therance thereunto, [ take my leave, and rest 
yours, most assured to be commanded, Fra. 
Goodwin. West. this 11th of .\pmil, 1604.” 
Directed to the right worshiptul sir dw. Phe- 
lips, knt. speaker of the honourable court ot 
Parliament. 

April 12. A motion was made, That mr. 
Speaker, in behalf of the house, should pray 
access to his maj. and present their humble 
thanks for his gracious presence and direction, 

;-upon the hearing of sir Fra, Goodwin's Canse; 
; Which was assented unto: and sir Roger Aston 
was presently appointed to know bis mu.’s 
pleasure; which he did accordimely ; aud re- 
turned, That his maj. was willing ta give them 
access in the Gallery at Whitehall, wi 2 in the 
atternoon, the same day. Thereupon au com- 
mittee was named to attend inr. Speaker to 
ithe king, with a gencral warrant to all others 


ie, ! 
that should be pleased to accompany them. 
The committee, specially named, were, all 
the privy council of the house, and 38 mem- 
| bers moe, 

Anrili3. Mr. Speaker returned to the house 
the etfect of his Message of Thanks, delivered 
in the naine of the bouse to the king; as also 
of his may.’s answer, viz, © That be related 
to his highness the humble and dutiful accen- 
tation of what bis maj. had done, together 
with the humble thanks of the honse tor bis 
zealous and paternal delivery of bis grace unto 

: us, by his own mouth: wnat wonder they con- 
‘ceived in his judgment, what jov in Ins grace, 
what comfort they had in his Justice, what ap- 
I probation they made of his prudence, and 
what obedience they yielded to his power and 
| 
{ 
| 
| 


pleasure, That his direction gave all men 
satisfaction, ‘That they were determined to 
pursue the course he had prescribed. That 
now they were hecome suitors, he would be 
pleased to receive a representation of the 
humble thanks and service ot the house.” — His 
maj, answered, “ That upon this 2d_ access, 
he was forced to reiterate what he had said 
before, That this Question was unhappily 
cast upon him, for he carried as great a respect 
io our privileges as ever any prince did; he 
was no ground-searcher; he was of the mind 
that our privileges was his strength: that he 
| thought the ground of our procecding, was our 
/not understanding that he had intenneddled 


huuse, was read in these words: “ Sir, J am | betore we had decided ; that he thought also 
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we had no wilful purpose to. derogate any | was brought into that house, entitled, ‘ 
act concernmg Conjuration, Witehcratt, aad 


thing from him, for our answer wus a crave, 
dutitul, and obedient answer. But as the 
‘devil had wwhappily cast this question between 
them, so he sew God had turned it to two | 
good ends and purposes, 1, One, that he 
kuew and had apurowed bur loyaliy. 2. Ano- 
‘ther, tha: be hed so good an occasion to make 
testimony of ins bounty and grace. ‘Vhat as 
we caine wo give tum thanks, so did he ica 


‘doubic bis thanks wus. That he tad rather 
be a king of such subjects, than to be a king 
Ofin.ny kingdoms.” ‘Lhe 2d part of bis speech 
dires*ed to the lords and us.“ That this rar, 
was not like to be lone. That we wonld treat 
-of cach matters, as most concerned the com- 
inonwealth; and the last, of any thing that’ 
concerned himecl. 
our hands: 1. The union. @. Sundry public 
aud commonwealth-bills. 3. Matter of Reli- 
gion, and Reformation of ecclesiastical disci- 
‘pline. Forthe Union, that it might be now 
vrepared, aud prosecuted the next session. 
That Union, which with the loss of much 
blood could never be brought to pass, as now 
Its. ‘That the better to being i it to pass, we 
should be in affections united. That we should 
first with all care proceed in such laws. as 
Might conceru the general good. ‘That all 
sheresies and schisms might be rooted out, and 
care taken to plant and settle Gou’s true reli- 
gion and disci, line in the Church. That his 
wish above all things, was at his death to 
leave, 1. One worship to God. One kingdom 
entireiy governed. Que uniformity in ‘laws. 
Lastly, that his occasions were innnite, and 
much bevond those of his predecessors; and 
therefore that in this ist parl. we would not take 
‘from hin that which we had yielded to others. 
That in his affections he was no way duterior 
‘to others, nor in his desire to case us,’ 

Then the warrant tor a new Election of a 
Kinghe for Bucks, was read and ailowed i 
this form: “ Whereas the right hon. sir Tolié 
¥ortescne, kunt. chanc. of his maj.’s duchy of 
Lancaster, and sir Fra. Goodwin, kunt. have 
deen severaiy clected and returned kmeits of 
the shire tor the county of Bucks, to serve i 
this present puarl.; upon deliberate consulta- 
tion, and tor suine’ special causes moving the 
Commons house of parl. : it is this day or- 
dered aud required by the suid house, that a 
writ be forthwith awarded tor a new Election 


bears aige kmicht tor the said shire: and this 
Shall be your warrant.”* Directed, “ ‘fo my 
very loving friend, sir Geo. Coppin, knt. clerk 


of the crown in his maj.’s high court of Chan- 
cery.”—Having thus given the whole of this 
important case, we shall now go on with the 
proceedings of the Lords in this pari, 

Act against Witchcraft.|| April 2. A bill 


* Notwithstanding sir Fra. Goodwin was 
thus removed out of the house; he was soon 
atter elected for the town of Buckingham, on 
the decease of sir Edw. Tcrrel, knt. Walis’s 


Notit. Parl, 
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Dealing with evil Spirits. On the 2d reading, 
the bil was reterred to a large committec, in 
whigh were included 12 bps. This bill pissed 
into a law; and by it was enacted, “ ‘Phat if 
Muy persons shall use, practise, or exercise any 
invoc aulon OF conjuration or any wicked or 
evil spirit; or shall consult, covenant with, 
entertain, employ, or fect any such spirit, 
&c. the tirst offence to be imprisonment tor a 
year, and standing iu the piilury once a quar- 
ter; the next to be death,” 

A Conference proposed, relating to ar 
Union between Englund and Scotland] — 
April 14, the Lord Chancellor made a ino- 
thon, That as in the king’s speech, both in the 


Three main businesses in | becinning ot che part. and since upon resort of 


divers lords and comnong to him at court, his 
maj. had recommended it to them to proceed 
in such matters, im this his first parl. as are of 
kreatest importance to the state; and espe- 
claily im that particular of an Union between 
the kingdoms of England and Scotland. He 
moved that sume Proposition nicht be made 
to the lower house br a Conterence about 
this afkur., This proposal was avreed to by 
both houses, aud a large commitice of Lords 
were appointed, who were to mect the comn- 
taittee of the Commons that afternoon. What 
was done ut this tirst Conference is uut entered 
in the Journals; but we are told, that on the ° 
16th, a message was sent to the Lords, and 
delivered by mr. Seerctary Herbert and others 
of the commons, “ That the comtittce of that 
house had reported to the rest the Proposition 
inade to them by the Lords, as from his mu). 
about the altair ofan Union. That the whole 
house, judging this matter to be a cause of 
very great muportance apd consequence; it 
ought to be proceeded in’ with great caution 
and deliberation, They therefore thought at 
necessary Not to- proceed in the Conterence, 
ull every man of their house hid considered 
of and delivered his opinion about it, And 
they had appoiuted a day to enter upon thae 
debate, till which time they desired their lurd- 
ships | to hold then excused for farther Conter- 
ence.’ 

April 21. The lord Cecil produced a paper, 
containing a Draught, or Lorm, devised by the 
king himselt, tor the accomplishment of this 
great work, The paper was read to the house, 
but not offered as a bill, only as a short 
draught or memorial, on which a bill might be: 
afterwards agreed ov. We are not told what 
the substance of this proposal from the king 
was; nordo we meet with avy more about 
this inatter in the Lords’ Journals till the 30th. 
At which time the Lords sent to desire ano- 
ther Conference with the lower house, and 
promised them that they would inform them- 
selves, by the opinion of the Judges, concern- 
ing the name and appellation of Great Brt- 
TAIN, and acquaint their committees there- 
with: that afternoon being appointed by both 
houses for the Conferenge, in the outwiurd 
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chamber of the Parliament’s presence, the 
Lords began again to deliberate on what 


points were necessary to propose at the meet- | 
When the lord chancellor siarted the | 


ing. 
following paruculars, which were agreed to by 
the whele house. 1. “ ‘Po acquaint the Com- 


nions, that the name cannot be ultered now, 
without prejudice to the state. ‘Therctore, 
rebus sic Stuntilus, that point was at an end. 
9. That the Lords did desire to have mutual 
Conference with them, on the other point; 
' which was, concerning the comission, accord- 
ing to his mai.’s proposal. 3. To be moved 
unto them for the nomination of commission- 
ers this parl. to treat of those matters. 4. The 
same cummittees of both houses may be se- 
Jected and appointed for the framing of a bill 
touching this great atfair.” 

There is uo account in the Lords’ Journals 
relating to any farther proceedings about this 
matter, except that a bill was brought in, and 
passed into a law, for appointing English com- 


missioners to treat with a select number of 


Scotch on this zrand concern between the two 
mations. But the Journals of the Canines. 
are much more copious; in which house the 
affair was argued, tor several days tozether. 
The clerks have taken hints of the arguments 
on both sides, for and against this Union, which 
are entered in the procecdings of that house. 
Several of these are so short as not to be un- 
derstood; and the whole dispute, since it 
ended in little or nothing, is too prolix and te- | 
dious tor our purpose. We shall content our- 
selves with givins the King’s own Systein for 
the Union, not inserted in the Lordy’ Journals; 
and a Copy of the king’s Original Letter to 
this house, on this affair, in its own peculiar 
orthography: which ‘shews that he spelt his 
English according to the Scotch pronunciation 
of it at that time. 

“Tue Kixc's Proposars FoR aN Unron. 
“ This Proposition which now [make con- 
eerning the Union, so far as now [I craved to! 
be assented unto at this parl. is no further but 
a particular explanation of a part of my speech 
T used to the whole parl. about the mattey of 
the Uion; which being twice repeated by me 
in the parliament-house, and then after print- 
ed, and publicly set out to the view of all the 
world, was (as I am informed) so well accepted 
and applauded by all, as I made the less doubt 
to make this particular proposition in * * own | 
time hereafter. The substance of the thing, 
whith now I crave ta be done, consisteth only 
in two points: 1. That by a bill, or act, framed 
in this parl, it may be infused in all the peo- 
ple’s hearts, that, as it is already set down in 
the recognition of [my] just possession of the 
crowns of both the fanious, ancient, and ho- 
nourable nations of England and Scotland, 
dwelling within [one] isle, and only compassed 
by the ocean, are now, by the great ‘blessing 
of God, and to the perpetual weal of both the 
hations, [united] under one.allegiance, and | 
loyal subjection, in me and in my person, to 
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my person and my pesterity for ever: and 
that thereby, that which accreaseth to me and 
mine, and to the weal and strength of the sub- 
jects of both countries, nay be nehdy con- 
ceived, and [clearly] understood, by all 
men. The 2nd point is, ‘That although it be 
not my meaning, neither at [this] tue, nor 
never hereafter, to aller or muovate the fun- 
damental Jaws, priviledges, and good customs 
of this kingdom, whereby only the king's 
princely authority is conserved, and the peo- 
ple’s (both im general and particular) security 
of their Jands, living, and priviledges, is mau- 
tained unto them: yet, that it is ft and con- 
venient, for the nourishing and increasing of 
the mutual use among [the] members, and 
two halfs, as it were, of the body, that all 
sorts, particular, temporal, or indifferent, mnan- 
ners, or statutes and Leg eeel be agreed 
upon, and welled in one, as they are all one 
body, under [one] head: and therefore, that 
colmussioners may be appointed by the pari. 
authorized to confer and consult with such 
Scottish commissioners, as shal] be selected to 
meet with them, for the making of the frame 
to this effect, to he propounded to the next 
two parliameuts of England and Scotland; that 
thereby, and by the happy conclusion in the 
two next parliaments, not only all quesuons, 
and unhappy rubs, which may hereafter, at 
any wme, be unluckily cast m, may then be 
decided, and put to a quret end; but all 
other means may also then be used, for in- 
creasing the mutual love, quenchiug ail sparks 
of old debates, and conforming them «among 
themsclves to that uniformity of manners aud 
customs, which God, by his providence, in 
apparent sight of all the worid, bath begun, 
and by the finishing wucreof the true mean- 
ing of that acknowledgment in my recogni- 
tion may be performed and accumplished.— 
As for the bill, which to this effect I did frame, 
it would never have proceeded of me, to have 
sa far overweencd inyself of the laws and cus- 
toms here, as to have straizhtly thereby pre- 
scribed to the parl, what words they should 
precisely use in that purpose ; but being lm- 
bly requested by Francis Bacon (then mouth 
of that part of the house, which came to me) 
that, for the supply of his memory, I would 
shortly sct down the substance of that part of 
my speech, then publicly uttered to the lower 
house, I was contented to indic¢t it to him as it. 
hath been often read in your open audience: 
but I am so fur from being wedded to any op 
nions of mine, in the form thereof, ay whatso- 
ever words may be found, by the parl. by their 
committecs, or the judges of the land (whose 
opinions I will ever reverence and bonour 
their own elementg) which are contained with- 
in my last project, which may be found to be 
contrary or derogatory te the provisees or ex- 
planations of my meaning therein set down, I 
am heartily weil contented, that, by the advice 
of the same judges, they may be cleared, 
guarded by cautions, changed, innovated, or 
utterly scraped out, as may best agree with the 
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substance of my incaning, and eschew any in- 
herent contradiction, hae ‘th may be deast lurk- 
ing within the said bill, or act of parl. to be 
made: and especially, because E Lear vreatest 
duubts and questions of law made, thet the 
assuming the word and tide of Bretany, by act 
of parl. before the acconiplishmeat of these 


particulurs, may imply uny secret or [racic] | 


derogation to the rest uf the particular condi- 
tions included in [the] sane bill; although my 
Inserting of the particular name now, was only 
for the better turtherance of the cvounds, which 
are befure rehearsed ; vet am Iso far frau al- 
luwing or pennitung any tacit contradiction, ur 
ylsurity, in that matter, which I by fal] means 
press lo ‘have so clear and evident, as [will 


| 
! 
{ 
' 


| 
| 


an infinite uronge, my conscience bearing me 
recurde, that I ever deserved the contrarie at 
youre handis ; but af youre d:struste be of the 
maitter itself, then distruste ye nothing but 
youre owin uisdomes or honesties: for as 
have gevin over urancling upon uordis uith 
you, su crave Ino conclusion to be taken at 
this. tvine heirin, but ondy a commission, that 
It mave be disputid, cousidderid upon, and re 
portd unto you; and then uill ye be youre 
uwin cookes, to dresse it as ve liste: so that 
(as [ have allreaddie said) since the conclusion 
thairof can never be uithout youre owin as- 
seuitis; if ye be trew tu youre setfis, no man 
can deceave you in it. Let not youre seliis 
thairfore be t tue with the curiositie of 


not only fit, the truth be upon lit side, be le tew giddie headis; for it is in you nou to 


content of the omission of [the] name, for ‘tins 
tume, but think, wud ever esteem, that [have 
great cause to thank and account well of the 
learned judges, and other wise men whosoever, 
that by these means will preserve me from be- 
tng the cause for making an implicit contra- 
diction to mine own meaning to be contained 
within M* own law; which could not be wil- 
hingly dove by me, without spot to my honour, 
pretending one thing, and pu: ‘posing another; 
and to the great harm of the subjcets of both 
the realins: but this to be so understood, that 
if, on the other side [there], be the doubts, cast 
in by the curious carping of some, wresting and 
misinterpreting the law against the true means 
iny [thereof]; that then, and in that case, as 
I xm bound in | onour * * to my formerly ete 
down words, so all iny good and Joval sub- 
jects, of both the houses, will concur in assist- | 
ang me [net] co be overruled by wilful: ess, | 
wuere I cannot be convinced by reason.” 


« A letter from his majesty to the house, in the 
matter of the Union, written with his own 
Jland, delivered by sir Roger Astow to mr. 
Speaker, read publicly at the Board by sir 
"Thos. Lake, standing by the Clerk, as one 
bust acquainted with the King’s Hand and 
Phrase. The Letter followeth in these 
words § :— 

“ Ye see, uith saint cleernes and sinceritic 

I have behaved myscif in this carande, even 

throuch all the progresse thairof, thuch, I will 

not saye, too littel regairdit by you, but I may 
justhe saye, not so villinglic embraced bv you, 
as the uorthines of the inaitter doth uel! de- 


serve. J proteste to God, the fruictes thairof 


uill chieflic tende to youre owen ucll, prospe- 
ritie, and increase of strenth and creates : no- 
thing can staye you froin harkening unto it, 
but jslousie and distruste, ather of me the pro- 

oundcr, oc of the maitter by me propoundite : 
af of me, then doe ye buth me and youre selltis 


§ The original letter is here inserted, in the 
king’s bund, hat without his sign manual ; and 
is thus endorsed: “ Rex. His majesty’ let- 
ter to the’ commons house of parl. touching 
the matter of the Union, 1° Mati, 1604. pee 
Wote in the printed Juurnals. 


| 
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§ 


make the choice, ather, by yielding to the Pro- 
videnuce of God, and émbraciie that, quhiche 
he hath castiv in youre mouthis, to procure the 
prosperitie and increase of greaines to me and 
myne, you and youres ; and, by the auaye- 
taking of that partitionuall, quhiche allreaddie, 
by Goddis Providence, in mv bloode is rent 
asunder, to establishe my throne, and voure 
bouddie politike, ina perpetuall and floorishin 
peace: or cllis, contemning Goddis benetites, 
so freely ofred unto us, to spatte and blas)sheme 
in his face, by practerring uarre to peace, 
trouble to euvetnes, hatred to love, ueaknes to 
greatnes, and division to rion s to sowe the 
seidis of discorde to ail oure posterities; to dis- 
honoure youve kings; to make both me aud you 
a proverbe of reproche in the mouthis of all 
stritnveris, and all ennemies to this nation, 
and cnvyars of my greatues; and oure next 
i laboure to be, to take up new guarisons for the 
bordourts, and to make new furtilications 
thaire. § Sed incliora spero.’ T hoape, that 
God, in this choice, and free will of youris, uill 
not suffer you, uith olde Adame, to choose the 
worste, and so to procure the defacing of this - 
earthhe Parad se; but, by the contrane, that 
he shall inspvre you so, as, uith the seconde 
Adame, ye shall produce peace; and so beu- 
tiie this oure earthhe kingdome heerewii h, as 
It may represente, and be an aries-penvie unto 
us, of that wternal peace in that. spiritual 
kinedome, quhiche is prepared for the perpe- 
tuall residence of all his chosen children.” 
Notwithstanding these remonstranccs from 
the king, this affair went on but heavily in both 
hauses ; ‘for though this pasl. at the king's des 
sire, went upon the business and brought i it to 
some forwardness, yct it is easy to see that the 
matter was treated very cooly throughout this 
session; and, in the end, it was left to Commis= 
sioners, to maneye it by themselves. ‘The act 
for appointing these Commissioners is not prin 
ted in the public statutes; and we are obhecd 
to mr. Wilson, the writer of this kine’s Lite, 
fur the Enclish Commissioners Names, and 
some account of their power in concluding the 
business. The Commissioners tor Englaod were 
the lord chancelizvr FE lesmere, the earls of Dor 
set, Nottinghain, Southampton, Pembroke and 
Northampton; the bishops of Londun, Durhaps 
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and St. David’s; the lords Cecil, Zouch, Mon- 
teagic, Mure and Shetheldot the Upper House. 
For the Commons were Tho. lord Chaton, Rob. 
‘Jord Buckhurst, sir Francis Wastings, sir John 
Stanhope, sir John Herbert, sir George Carew, 
sir Tho. Strickhind, sir Ldw. Staftord, sir Henry 
Nevil of Berkshire, sir Rd. Buckley, sir Henry 
Billingsley, sir Daniel. Dun, sv Bdw. Hobby, sur 
John Savile, sir Rob. Wroth, sir Tho. Chaloner, 
sir Rob, Mounsel, sir Tho. Ridgeway, sir Tho, 
Holcrott, sir ‘Tho. Hesketh, sir Francis Bacon, 
sv Lawrence ‘Vantield, sir Henry Hobart, sir 
Meury Withington, sir Ralph Gray, sir Tho. 
Lake, kuights; John Bennet, LED. Robert 
Askwith, Tho. James and Heury Chapman, 
citizens and merchants. These, or any 8 of 
the said Lords, and 20 of the said Cominans, 
siall have power to assemble, meet, treat and 
consult, with certain select Commissioners to 
be named and authorised by the parl. of Scot- 
land, cuncerting such matters, causes and 
things, as they, im their wisdoms, shall deem 
convenient and necessary for the honour of the 
king, and common good of both kingdoms. 

Notwithstanding ail this parade, the Coimunis- 
sioners on both sides no sooner met, than they 
found the matter mnpracticable ; tor the Scotch, 
though we had taken their king, absolutely re- 
fused to be voverned by any of our laws. 

A Conference appointed for Reformation of 
Ecclesiastical Matlers.] April 18th, Mr. Sec- 
retary Herbert brought a messuge to the 
Lords from the Commons to this effect: 
‘ePhat whereas thei Speaker had siniticd 
to the whole bouse lis may.’s pleasure that a 
eouierence should be had, with certain of the 
lords the bishops, concerning a Retonnation 
of ce:tuin Matters and Rights of the Church, 
of which some compliaits had been maile; and 
for a better correspondence to be held betwixt 
ahe clergy and laity tor the future: the Com- 
mons were willing to have such a conference 
with sume sclect number of the hps.; but so, 
to confer with themas Lords of the Higher 
Houze of parl. and not m such condition and 
quality as thev are of the Convocation House,” 
Yo which Message the Lords said they would 
return an answer the next day, or, as soon as 
they conveniently might.—Accordingly on the 
morrow an answer was returned by the Lords, 
that they approved of a conference, and had 
nominated 30, or thereabouts, of their house, 
‘a committec for that purpose. This comiuttce 
consisted of all the great ministers of state, 7 
earls, 11 barons, and 14 bps. “The commons 
appointed 60 of their house tu attend the |urds; 
but the king judging that this great number 
from both houses, would rather perplex than 
conciliate the conterence, sent a messiuee to de- 
sire them to constitute sub-committees Lo treat 
about these Church Affairs. On which the 
Lords named only 9 of the former number, and 
the Commons 20; which were to incet, on the 
2ist of May, in the Council Chamber of the 
Court, to scttle this business. —Vhe Lords Jour- 
nals leave us short as to what was done, or 
agreed on, at this Confercuce between the two 


us, 
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houses; but those of the Commons give us cere 
tain Articles or Instrucuons, on which their 
committee was to treat with that of the other 
house. The Articles were as follow :— 

Articles fo be debated on.] “ 1. Inprimis. 
That the Articies only concerning the Doctnne 
of Path, and of the Sacrameuts, whereunto the 
mitusters onght to subscribe, by the statute of 
the 19th Ehz. may be explained, perfected, 
aud established by park; and that no contiary 
dociuine may be taught within this realm ; and 
that all masters of houschold may be compelled 
to subscribe unto the same Articles, as well as 
the mainisters.—2. Item, ‘That from henceforth 
hone other be admitted to be Ministers of the 
Word and Sacraments, than such as arc, atthe 
tine of their adinittance, Bachlers of Art, or of 
an ficvher degree in schools; having testimony 
fromthe university, or college, whereof he was, 
of bis ability to preach, and of his good lite; 
or clse such, as are approved, and allowed to 
besutlicient to preach, and instruct the people, 
and to be of good lite, by some testimonial of 6 
preachers of the county, where the party 
dwelleth—8, Eta, That) from henceforth no 
dispensation or toleration: shall be ailowed to 
any, to have or retain ts0, or morc Lenefices, 
wih cure of souls, or to be non-resident; and 
that such as now have double benctices, or be 
non-resident, shail give suticient ailuwance 
yearly to maintain a preacher in their absence 3 
and that, for this purpose, the incumbent shall 
be alluttcd to make his residency in one of his 
parsonages, to the intent, that in’ the other 
church a ccrtain and constant minister may he 
miuntamned and kept.-—4. Also it is) thought 
mect, where the living of the viear, or curate, 
is under 201. by the vear, that, for the better 
Inuintenance of the vicar, or curate (beiug a 
preacher) there nriy be some crease made of 
his hving, as shall be thonght convenient.—5. 
AMso it is humbly desired, that the Lords would 
ecnler with us, touching a Petition ta be pre- 
fers d to the kine’s may. that, by his gracious 
favour, such order he taken, that no minister 
be turced to subscribe, atherwise than to the 
Articles concermming ouly the Doctrine of Faith 
and Sacraments, whereunto by the said statute, 
made in the 18th Ena they are appointed to 
subseribe. —6. Also to conter with the Lords, 
that such fiuthful ministers, as dutitully carry 
themsels es in their functions and callings,teach- 
ing the people diligently, may not be deprived, 
suspended, silenced, or unprisaned, for not 
usuix of the Cruss in Baptism, or the surplice, 
which turneth to the punishment of the people. 
—TYouching Ecclesiastical Courts, there is a 
Bill drawn dy the Committces, ready to be pre- 
ferred to the House, 

A Petition for Dispensing in Matters indif- 
ferent.]| June 13th. Sir Fs. Hastings made a 
Report to the Commons of wha: their sub-com- 
mittee had done, who were appointed to search 
precedents, touching intermeddling with Eccle- 
siastical matters. Several precedents and laws 
were produced: as, also, the form of a Petinon 
for a Dispensation, with some Ministers, in 
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Matters indifferent, &c. which Petition follows 
im these words :— 

“© To the king’s most excellent majesty. 
Most dread sovervivn: torastnuch as your maj. 
out of vour princely favour, hath vouchsated 
to siguity your gracious pleasure, that we 
should enter into consultation of things that 
concern the establishment of true Religion in 
this land, thereby, as by many other Wuys, 
making evident demonstration of vuur mayj.’s 
most relisious attvction and princely wisdom 
in the direction of these causes; we have 
thoucht it expedient, rather by this our hum- 
ble Petition, to recominend to your migy.’s 
godly. consideration certain matters of griev- 
ance, restuig in your royal power and princely 
zeal either to abrovate. or incderate, than to 
take the public discussing of the sume unty 
Ourselves; tv the end (it it sO seem good tu 
your highness) we may, trom the sacred foun- 
tain of your mai.’s most royal and religious 
heart, wholly and only derive such convenient 
remedy and relict therein, as to your princely 
wisdom shall seem inost meet. The matters 
of grievance (that we be not troublesume to 
cyour maj.) are these: the pressing the Use of 
certain Rites and Ccremoiies in this Church; 
mas the Cross in Buptusm, the weanng of the 
$Surplhicein ordinary parish churches, and the 
Subscription required of the Ministers, tur- 
ther than 3s commanded by the laws of the 
realm; things wiich, by long experience, have 
been found to be the occasions of such diter- 
ence, trouble, and contention in this church, 
-as thereby divers protitable and painful minis- 
.ters, not iv contempt of authority, or desire of 
woveity, as they sincerely protess, and we are 
verily persuaded, but upon conscience towards 
‘God-retusing the sane, some of. gvod desert 
-+have .beca deprived, others of goud expecta- 
tion withheld trom catering into the nunistry, 
and, way given to the ignorant and unable 
mcn, to the treat pre ‘udice oft the free course 
‘suid fruitful success of the Gospel, to the dan- 
zerous udvautaye ot the common adversaries 
‘of true religion, atid to the great erict and dis- 
comtort of many of your maj.’s most faithtul 
fand loyal subjects. In tender coinpassion 


whereof, may it please your excclicnt maj. of 


your - "zeal towards the ‘Gospel, to vouchsafe 
some gracious, princely, and favourable consi- 
deration of the burden.of these grievances, un- 
der which this Church hath of long tme 
groaned; in domg whereot, we are verily per- 
suaded, your maj. shall much more easily ac- 
-complish yaur religious intendments; the one 
of settling the peace of this Church, the other 
of plantmg a learned and faithtul Ministry 
through this realm; also your maj. shall great- 
ly comfort the hearts of many grave and learn- 
‘ed Ministers, give much contentment to your 
highness’s most loving subjects, purchase to 
your royal person great incrense uf honour, 
and gain to Almighty God his most due and 
deserved glory: Who ever keep your sacred 
maj. uader.the wings of his most mighty and 
boon protection, WMercure, 13 Junii, 1694.” 
OL. 1 
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This Petition was much opposed by several 
members, and deiended by others; but, in 
the end, it wes dropped, as we suppose, tor we 
hear no more of uw. What the result of all 
these Conferences produced, is uncertain; but 
tis probable they laid the groundwork of four 
Acts which passed this session, the titles of 
which are given in the Catalogue of the’ Acts 
in the Lords’ Jowuals, but are none of them, 
except the first, menuoucd in the printed sta- 
tutes. ‘Vheir titles are these; and couclade 
ali we shail sav of this matter. 1. 6 An Act 
for avoiding liultiplicity of Leaves, “made by 
abps. and bps. of such lands iatidl Ussensi0Ns 
us beiong to their several sees.’ by this act 
the crown itsclf was disabled from receiving 
any Conveyances of aijps. and bps. escates, 
2. © An Act aguinst scandalous aud unworthy” 
Ministers.” 3. 6 An Act tur disburthcuing of 
Clergymen of all such Atkurs as ma; hinder 
them i ia their divine Callings and Cures” 4, 

‘An Act for the better discovery and suppres- 
sine of Simony, and other corrupt procuring of 
Ecclesiastical dignities, titles, Jurisdictigas, of= 
ices, places, and promotions. 

Conrerence about Wards, Kespite of H: mud gey 
geo] May 19th. Sir Edwin Sandys and others 
were sent from the Lower iluuse to ube Lords, 
and delivered a message trum the Commons to 
this effect: “ That whgscas a motion bud veen 
made by that house, in the beginning of this 
parl, for a Conteremce with their Towds hips 
ubout the business of Wards; which reccived 
pumc Hupeduncnt im the proceeding, at that 
time, by reason of other business : they were 
now desirous to make Petition to the king, in 
which they desired their lord: hips’ concurrence, 
that he will be pleased to give them audicnce 
concermigg that matter, and to make some 
proposal to his maj. of an ulier in lieu of the 
said Wardships. And whereas, at the same 
time, their lordships moved to have Conference 
concermug Respite ot Tlumage, which they 
thougiit procecded trom the lords out of fa- 
vour und good respect towards them; they 
desired also, to address the king to vive them 
ahearig, not only of this matter, but of the 
other branches growing frou the sume root; 
such as Tenures m Capite, Licence of Aliena- 
tion, Premier Seizins, and such Like; concern- 
ing all which particulars they did hope to 
inake it appear to his maj. by the course they 
neaut to propound to him, thai he should noe 
receive luss or prejudice, But rather conveni- 
ence and advantage.” Tu which Alessage the 
Lords took ume to return an answer to the 
21st.—On which day, on a motion of the lord 
chancellor, an answer was returned to the 
Commons, * That their lordships hod made 
choice of 30 of their house tor a Uuntereiees 
and that they desire the Coiminons to appoint 
@ competent number of their body to meet 
them. Also, that their cominittee should come 
sutiiciently prepared and authorized to deliver 
and make known to them the grounds and 
reasons which they deen to propuse to hk 
maj. concerning these purticulars.” 


ou 
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What was done or said at this Conference 


uf 
eee is not handed down to us; but » reinarkable 
Entry is made in the Journal of the Lords for 
= wt— that day, in these words: “ 26 Mati predict. 


Report mace by the lord chancellor. of that 
which passed in the Conterence with the Low- 
er House, concerning the matter of Wards and 
Respite of Homage; and a repetition thereof 


. also by tbe lord Cecil. ‘The conclusion where- 


- arms. 


» ‘was the principal aggressor. They were ordered 


é 


of was, That the Lords did, by way of advice, 

nove and wish them to forbear any further 

dealing therein, or to offer any further Peti- 

tion for it to the king; both for divers consi- 

derations in the matter itself, and in respect 

of this time of his inaj.’s first parl. which they 

thought to be inconvenient and unseasonuble 

for it.” Thus this business dropped for this time. 

Lhe Commons complain of @ Book in Favour 

of the Union.] May 26, complaint was made 

‘to the Lords hy a message delivered by sir Edw. 
Hobby and oder from the Lower House, con- 

cerning a certain Bouk, which of late, as they 

suid, tell into their hands, inntled, ****. “ By 

the publishing of which Book, (tending to make 
division and strife, they conceive wrong and 

dishonour doue both to the Lower House and 

the Lords themselves. That the secrets of that 
house should be discovered touching such mat- 
ters as had been by them debated, heard and 
allowed by the Lords, approved by the Judges 
of the realm, and assented to by his maj. which 
fault, they said, if any one of their house had 
committed, they protested they would have in- 
flicted exemplary punishment upon him. Bat 
because they supposed that it was the work of 
some in the Upper House, they desired Con- 
ference with the J.ords, tu consider what course 
mav be taken in it.” The Lords returned tor 
‘Answer, “That when they had peruced.theBook, 
which, as yet most of them had not dune, and 
had considered how it may touch the honour 
ofeither house, they will shew themselves as 
‘tender and sensible of it as the Commons ; and 
will let them soon know their opinion concern- 
ing it.’—The title of this Book is left blank in 
the Lords Journals, but whether bv design or 
nevitgence is uncertain; nor are we better as- 
sisted by those of the Commons. lowever, 
the sequel will inform us, both who the author 
of it was, and the nature of the subjcct which 
gave the offence. ‘Two stationers, called Field 
and Chard, concerned in the printing and pub- 
lishing the Book, were sent for, and brovelit 
before the House of Lords by the serjeant at 
‘These men confessed the publication, 
and that the Bishop of Bristol was the Author 
of it.* This put the House to a stand, what 
punishment to ioflict upon the statiuners; when 
so creat a mao, and one of their own body, 


to attend the House, however, ‘in die ed diem,’ 


* This Bishop of Bristol ‘was John Iborn- 
borough, translated to this See trou Limerick 
ja irclund, anno 1603. Afterwards in 1616, 
he was translated to Worcester. Le Neve's 
#asti Ecc. Ang, 


‘pose. 
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for some time; in the mean while the Cum- 
mons, in a Conference, pushed the thing warmly 
against the bp; and the Lords, after some deli- 
beration amongst themselves, what satisfaction 
to give to the other House about this matter, 
did all agree in opinion that it might best be 
done, if the said bp. would voluntarily acknow- 


ledge himself to have committed an error, and — 


that he was sorry for the same. We are told 
that the bp. at last, consented to make this 
acknowledgement, which he read ia the House 
in form, as follows :-— 

Lhe Bp. of Bristol, the Author, asks pardon 
for it.] “ 1. I confess I have erred in pre 
suming to deliver a private sentence, in a mat- 
ter so dealt in by the high court of pari. 2. I 
am sorry for it. 3. If it was to again | 
would not do it. 4. I protest it was done out 
of ignorance, and not out of malice, towards 
either of the houses of parl. or any particular 
member of the same; but only to declars my 
aftection to the intended Union, which I doubt 
not but all your lordships do allow of.” 

Some days after, the Commons sent a mes 
sage to the Lords, wherein they acknowledged 
their lordships’ honourable procecding io this 
matter; but, at the same time, for their bet- 
ter satisfaction, they desired that a copy of the 
bp.’s Declaration of his error, &c. might be 
given them; that it might be recorded also ia 
the Journals of that House; and that the 
Book might be suppressed. The Lords took 
time to consider of this message; and after- 
wards, in another Conference, about this and 
other matters, the Commons had the satisfac 
tion they desired, and so the affair was ended. 

Act for Lunnage and Poundage.| ~ Fone 14% 
was sent up by the Commons, a bill for a Sab- 
sidy of Tonnage and Poundage. It was read 
u 2nd time in the Lords on the 18th, whea the 
Lord Treasurer stood up, and uainted the 
Lords, “ ‘Vhat having perused and considered 
ot the said bill, he found some omission or im- 
perfection in the same, proper to be reformed 
tur his maj.’s bevefit and service. He there- 
fore moved, that a Conterence might he had 
with the other house about it.” ‘has was ona- 
nimously agreed to, and a message sent to the 
Commons, whereiu the Lords expressed them- 
selves, “ That they would not have the Lower 
House think it procceded trom any coldness 
in affection or duty, on their parts, to desire 3 
conference with them on the amendment of 
the said ‘nll.” Answer was returned, that the 
Cominons agreed to a Conference; an which 
two committees were appointed for that put 
And, on another motion, the Lords 
agreed, that in ¢he Conference, the cosamittee 
tor the Commons might be desired to pro- 
pound to that house their tordships’ earnest 
request and expectation, that some means 
might be by them considered of, for a rebef 
or subsidy to be farther granted to’ his maj. to 
supply his present neccssities. 

ebute on the Imprisonment of a Member m 
the Fleet.) In the Journals of the Commons, 
is a remarkable affair, relating to the Impm 
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sonoment of one of thcir own Members. Sir 
Thomas Shirley, member for Steyning, had 
been committed prisoner to the ficet, soon 
after his return, and before the parl. met, on 
an execution, The House sent their serjeant 
at arms to demand the prisoner; which was 
refused by the warden. Qn this, he was sent 
for hinself to the house, where he still per- 
sisted in denying to release the prisoner; and 
was committed to the Tower for the conteinpt. 
On the 9th of May, a strong debate arose in 
the house, what they should do to release their 
brother, some arguing that the house could 
not, by law, secure the warden from an escape 
of his prisoner. But the Recorder of London 
said, “ That this was not a time to treat about 
matters of law; but how to deliver sir Tho. 
Shirley. He moved that six of the house 
might be selected and sent to the Fleet, with 
the serjeant and his mace to attend them; 
there to require the dclivery of sir Tho. Shir- 
Icey: and, if it was denied, to press to his 
chamber, and, providing for the safety of the 
pu and prisoners, to free him by force and 
ring him away with them to the house.”— 
This motion was put to the question, and, the 
house dividing, there were 176 for it, and 153 
agiinst the motion; on which it was resolved 
to send, with direction and auftkority, as be- 
fore. But the Speaker putting the house in 
mind, that all those, so sent to enter the prt- 
son in that manner, were by law subject to an 
action upon the case ; it was thought mect to 
stop this proceeding.—Many projects were 
tormed in the house tor several days together, 
for the delivery of the prisoner, but to no pur- 
poe: when the warden was avtin ordered to 
brought betore them ; and being told of the 
freatness of his conteinpt, and terrified with 
further punishment if he would not vield, he 
still refused to deliver his prisoner to them. 
On this, another debate arose, and, having 
come to a resolution, the wardcn was called 
32 again, when he, still persisting in his obsti- 
nacy, was told by the Speaker, “ That, as he 
did increase his contempt, so the house thought 
fit to increase his punishment; and that their 
judgment was now, he should be committed 
to the prison, called Little-Ease, within the 
Tower.” 

The next day, the licut. of the Tower sent a 
letter to the Speaker, importing, That he had 
talked with the warden, his prisoner; and 
that he now seemed to have some feeling of 
his error and obstinacy; and that if the house 
would send two of their members, which he 
named, to satisfy him in the pout of his secu- 
rity, he would be conteut to deliver up bis 
prisoner to their serjeant, when they would 
please to send for hin. But the house would 
Rot consent to this; and after many more ar- 
gumeats and debates, the day after they came 
ta a resolution, co send another warrant of 
Habeas Corpus to release their member; an: 
that the warden should be brought from the 
‘Tower to the door of the Fleet, and there to 
- have it served upon him by the serjeaat, and 
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then to be returned to his dunceon of Littles 
Ease again, The Forin of all these warrants 
are in the Journals; but there is a mcm, 
added to this last, * ‘That mr. Vice-Chambere 
lain was privately instructed to go to the king, 
and humbly desire that he would be pleased 
to coinmand the Warden, on his allegiance, to 
deliver up sir Thomas; not as petitioned for 
by the house, but as if himself thought it ft 
out of his own gracious judgment.” 

It is probable this last method prevailed; 
for we find that sir Thomas was delivered up, 
by a petition sent tv the house from the wary 
den, an his strait durance, and praying to be 
released from it, However, the house thought 
fit to continue him in confinement some time 
longer; when, at last, being ordered to ba 
brought to the bar, on his knees, “ Ho con- 
fessed his error and presumption, and profes- 
sed that he was unfcignedly sorry that be had 
so offended that honourable hause.” On 
which the Speaker, Ly direction of the house, 
pronounced his pardon and discharged him, 
paving the ordinary fees. 3 

June 20. The Form of Apology and Satisface 
tion to be delivered to his my. penned and 
agreed by a former select committee, was re- 
ported, and presented into the house, by sir 
Tho. Ridgeway, one of the committee. This 
very curicus paper is get entered in the Jour- 
nals, nor is it to be fourrd in the Parliamentary- 
or Constitutional History, but is preserved at 
lenzth in Petyt’s Jus Parliainentaria®, and is 
highly deserving of a place in this work, It 
is as follows : 


Apology of the House of Commons, made to the 
King, touching their Privileges, 

To the Kiag’s Most Excellent Majesty; 
trom the Llouse of Cominons assembled ig 
Parliament. 

“© Must vracious Sovereign, We cannot but 
with much joy and thankfulness of mind ace 
knowledge your maj.’s great gracidusness, in 
declaring lately unto us, by the mouth of our 
Speaker, That you rested now satisned with 
our duings. Which satistaction notwithstand= 
ing, though most de-ired and dear unto us, 
yet proceeding mercly from your maj,’ most 
vracious disposition, and not trom any justif. 
cation which an our behalf hath heen made; 
we found this joy intermingled with na small 
grief; and could not, dread sovereign, in our 
dutiful love to your maj. and in our ardent dex 
sire of the continuance of your favour towards 
us, but tender in humble sort this farther sa- 
tisfaction, being carctul to stand nght, not 
only in the eye of your maj.’s grace, but alsa 
(and that much more) in the balance of os 
princely judgment; on which all assurcdness 
of love and grace is founded. Into which 
course of proceedings we have not been rashly 
carried by vain humour of curiosity, of cantras 
diction, of presumption, or of love of our own 


* See Petyt’s Jus Parl. ch. 10, p. 227. See 
also Hatsell’s Precedenss, vol. i p. 219, 


1031] PARL. HISTORY, 8 James I. 1604.—Apology of the Cummons to the King [1082 


devices or doings, unworthy affections in a heads ; 1st. Touching the cause of the jovfol 
council of parl. and more unworthy 3 in subjects | receiving of your maj. into this your kingdom, 
towards their lard and sovereign; hut, as the | div, Conecrning the Riphts and Liberties of 
Searcher and Judze of all hearts, doth know, | your subjects ot England, and the Privileges 
for these and for no other undue ends in ie of this House. , 8dly, Touching the several 
world: to increase and nourish vour may.’s | Actions and Speeches passed m “the House, ut 
EPACINIS alls ‘ction towards vour loyal and ieee has been told us to our. faces by some of no 
loving people, to assure and kuit all your sub- | small place (and the same spoken also in the 
jects’ hearis nest firmly to your maj. to take | presence of your maj.) ¢ That on the 24th of 
away ail cause of jealousy on cither part, and | March was a twelvemonth,” we stood in so 
ditidence for times ensuing, and to prevent | great fear, that we would have civen half we 
and control all sinister reports, which might | were worth tor the security wherem we now 
be unreasonably spread cither at home or! stand.” Whereby some musunderstanders of 
abroad with prejudice to your maj. or the good | things micht perhaps conjecture, that tear of 
state of your kingdom. With these minds, ! our gown misery had more prevailed with us in 
dread sovercizn, your commons of Fngland, | the duty which on that day was pertormed, 
represented in us their knights, citizens, and | than love of your miaj.’s virtues, aud hope ot 
burgesses, do come wih tuis humble declara- | your goodness towards us. We contrarywie 
tion to your highness, and in great afianee of | most truly protest the contrary, that we stood 
your most sracions disporition, that your maj, | not at that tine, nor of many a day before, 
with be minty oF mind correspondent to our| in any doubt or fear at all. We all professing 
diutifulacss, will be pleased to peruse it. We] true Religion by law established (bemg by 
know, and with erat thanktuluess to God ac- | manifold degrees the greater, the stronger, 
knowledge, thet ‘he hath given us a kine of | and more respective part of this your ma)j.’s 
such unuer-tanding and wisdom as is rare to ream) standing clear im onr consciences toucl- 
find in any prince in the world. Howhbeit, | ing your maj.’s right, were botis resolute, with 
ceeing no huniun wisdom, how great soever, | our lives and eather our abilities, to have 
can pierce mnté the paiticuisrities Of the mz nits ru iene sane avyuinst all the world, 
and custinis of pap rot the saves and 5 in ali parts to have suppressed 
doings of parhcalar us, bat by tact of aos eacaite hut mm reeard of our poor 
experténce ant ti UthtiP rope rt of such as huow | @uited nuimds and reidiness, by the male- 
them (which i: hath pleased Qpur may.’s prince- | coMfented aod turbulent might have been ate 
Jv mouth te deliv ery what § Rtranemish | tempted. But the true cause of our extraor- 
of mind hath it weap unto wrat some time, in| dinary ereat chearrulness and Joy in periorm- 
presence to hear, and so in other things to ind | ing that day’s duty, was the great and extraor- 
and tecl by efcct vonr grac Wis rai. (to the dinary love which we bear towards your may.» 
extreme prejudice of all your subjects of Fue. | most roval and renowned person, and a long- 
Jand, aud in particular of this house of the Ing thirst to enjoy the happy truits of your 
commons thereot) so greatly wronerd by mis- | ma}.’s most wise, religious, just, virtuous, and 
information, as well touchiag the esiate of the | gracious beart. Whercof not rumour, but 
onc as the pricleses of the other, and their vour moj.’s own writings, had given us a 
several proceedings during this parl.; which | strong and undoubted assurance. For from 
Inisinformations, though apparent in them-| hence, dreud sovercign, a general hope was 
selves, and to your subjects inost ijurious, yet faiced: in the ininds of all your people, that 
have we, in some humble and dutiful respect, | under your may.’s reign rchion, peace, jus- 
yather hitherto complained of amongst ourselves, | tice, and all virtue should renew again and 
than presumed tu discover and oppose against flourish, ‘That the better sort should be che- 
your majesty,’ rished, the had reformed or repressed, aud 
“¢ But now, no other help or redress appear- | some moderate case should be given us of 
ing, and finding those mis-intonnations to beve | those burdens and = sore oppressions, under 
been the first, ven, the chet and almost the | which the whole land did groan. 
sole cause of al! the discontentful and trouble-|  “ This Lope being so generally and so 
some proceedings so much blamed in this parl.; | firmly settled in the minds of all your most 
and that they nueht be agnin the cause of Jike | loval and most loving people, recounting what 
or greater disconteats and troubles hereatter | great alienation of men’s hearts the deteatinz 
(which the Almighty Lord forbid) we have | of great hopes doth usually breed, we could 
been constrained, as well in duty to your] not in duty, as well unto vour ma}. us to our 
royal maj. whem with faithful hearts we serve, | country, cities, and boroughs, (who hath sent 
as to our dear native country, for which we | us hither not ignorant or uninstructed of their 
serve in this parl. to break our silence, and | gricfs, of their desires, and hopes) but, ac- 
freely to disclose unto your maj. the truth of | cording to the ancieut use and liberty of par- 
sich matters concerning your subjects the | liaments, present our several humble Petiuons 
“commons, as hitherto by misinformation hath | to your maj. of different nature: some for 
heen suppressed or perverted: whevein that | Right and some for Grace, to the easing ard 
we may were plainly proceed, (which next 


unto truth we affect in this discourse) we shall | 7 Queen Eliz, died on that day, the 24th of 
reduce these misinformations to three priocipa) | March, 1603, 
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relieving of us of some just burdens, and of 
other some unjust oppressions, wherein what 
due care, and what respect we have had, that 
your mmy).’s honour and protit shouid be en- 
Joyed with the content and satisfaction of vour 
people, shall afterwards in thcir several due 
places appear. Now concerning the ancicnt 
Rights of the subjects of this realin, chictly 
consisting in the Privileges of this House of 
parl. the misinformation openly delivered to 
your maj. hath been in three things : 
we held not Pnvileges of Right, but of Grace 
only, renewed every parl. by way of dunature 

upon petition, and so to be limited. 2dly, 
‘That we are no Court of Record, nor yet a 
-Court that can command view of Kecords ; 

but that our Proceedings here are only to acts 
and memorials, and that the attendance with 
the records is courtesy, not duty. 3dly, and 


lastly, That the examination of the returu of 


writs for knights and burgesses 1s without our 
compass, and due to the chancery. 

‘“ Against which assertions (most cracious 
sovereign) tending directly and apparently to 
the utter overthrow of the very: fundamental 
Privileges of our House, and thereim of: the 
Rivhts and Liberties of tl whele Commons 


of your realm of Englan ya 
their Ancestors from time i shave 
undoubtedly enjoyed under r @ tost 


noble progenitors; we the knights, Citiz@ps, 
and burgesses of the house ot commogs as- 
sembled in parl. and in the name of the whole 
commons of the realin ‘ot England, with uni- 
form consent for ourselves and our posterity, 
do expressly protest, as being derogatory in 
the highest decree to the true dignity, liberty, 
and authority of your maj’s high court of parl. 
and consequently to the rights of all your maj,’s 
said subjects, and the whole body of this your 
kingdom; and desire that this our protestation 
may be recorded to ull posterty. Aud con- 
trarywise with all humble and due respect to 
your maj. oursovercign lord and head, against 
those misinformations we most. truly avouch ; 
4st. That our Privileges and Liberties are our 
Right and due inheritance, no less than our 
very Lands aud Goods. 2dly. That they can- 
not be withheld from us, denied, or impaired, 


but with apparent wrong to the whole state of 


the realm.  3udly. And that our making of 
request, in the entrauce of parl. to enjoy our 
Privilege, is an act only of manners, and doth 
weaken our right, nv more than our suing to 
the king for our lands by petition; which forin, 
though new and more decent than the old by 
precipe, yet the subjcct’s right is no less now 
than of old. 4thly. We avouch also, that our 
House is a Court of Record, and so ever es- 
teemed. Sthly. That there is not the highest 
standing court in this land that ought to enter 
into competency either for dignity. or authority 
with this high court of parl. which with your 
maj.’s royal assent gives laws to other courts, 
but from other courts receives neither laws 
gor orders. Gthly, and lastly, We avoueh that 
in House of Commons is the sole proper 


ist. That. 
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judge of Return of all such Writs, and of the 


Elecuon of all such Members as belong unto 
it, without which the freedom of election were 
hot entire. And that the chancery, though a 
standing court under your maj. be to send out 
those writs, and receive the returns, and to 
preserye ¢ chet, yet the same is done only for 
the use of the ‘par. Over which neither the 
chancery, nor any other court, ever had, or 
ought to bave any manner of jurisdiction. 

'* From these misinformed positions (most 
gracious soverein) the greatest part of our 
troubles, distrusts, and jealousies have risen; 
having ¢ app arcntly found, «that in the first parl. 
of the tappy reign of your mia). the Privileges 
of our Hunse, and therein the Liberties and 
Stability of the whole Kinedotn, have been 
more universally and dangerously hupugned 
than ever (as we suppose) since the beginuings 
of parhaments.--Pesides that m re; card of her? 
sex and age which we had great cause to 
tender, and much more upon care to avoid all 
trouble, which by wicked practice mught have 
been drawn to unpeach the quiet of vour maj.’s 
right in the succession, those actions were then 
parsed over, which we hoped, in succeeding 
times of freer access to your highness of re- 
nowned grace and justice, to redress, restore, 
and rectity.—Whergas contrarywise in this 
park, which your Gi i great crace (as we 
nothing doubt) iaser@ed to be a precedent for 
all parliaments shat should suceced, clean con- 
sry tom aia Ss so gracious desire; by 
reason of th isinformations, not Privile ‘IES, 
but the whole Freedom of the Parliament and 
Realm have frgm tind to time, upon all occa- 
sions, been mainly hewed at us.—TVirst, the 
Freedom of Persons in our Election hath been 
impeached. Secondly, the Freedom of our 
Specch prejudiced by ‘often reproots. ‘Thirdl~, 
pafleular persons noted with taut and ise 
grace, who have spoken their consciences is 
mutters proposed to the house, but with all 
due respect and reverence to your majesty.— 
Whereby we have been im the end subject to 
sO extream contempt, asa gaoler durst so ob- 
stinately withstand the decrees of our house : 
sone of the higher clergy to write a book 
agaist us, even sitting ‘the parliament; the 
inferior clersy to inveigh against us in pulpits, 
yea to publish their protestations, tending to 
the impeachment of our most ancient and un- 
doubted rights in treating of matters tor the 
peace and rood order of the church.” 

‘© What cause we your poor Commons have 
to watch over our privileges, Is manifest in it- 
self to all men. ‘The prerogatives of Princes 
miy easily, and do daily grow. The Privileces | 
of the Subject are for the most part at an ever 
lasting stand. They may be by good provi- 
dence and care preserved, but being once lost 
are not recovered but with much disquiet.— 
If good kings were immortal as well as king- 
doms, to strive so tor privilege were but vanity 
perhaps and folly; but seeing the same God 


'* Queen Elizabeth. 
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who in his great mercy hath given us a wise 
king and religious, doth also sometimes permit 
hypocrites and tyrants in bis displeasure, and 
for the sins of the people; from hence hath the 
desire of rights, liberties, and privileges, both 
fur nobles and commons, had its just original ; 
by which an harmonical and stable state is 


framed ; each member under the head enijoy- | 


ing that right, and y-erforming that duty, wich 


for the hononr of the head and happiness of 


the whole is requisite—Thus much touching 
the Wrong done to vour maj. by misinforina- 
tiou touching our privileges. 

The last kind of misinformation made to 
your maj. hath heen touching the actions and 
specchies of particular persons used in the 
house. Which imputution notwithstanding, 
secing it reacheth the whole house in general, 
who neither ought, neither have at any time 
suffered any speech touching your maj. other 
than respective, dutiful, and as become loyal 
subjects of a hing so gracious; and forasmnuch 
as it is very clear unto tis by the effect, that 
divers things spoken in the house, have heen 
perverted and very untruly reported to your 
maj.; if it might seem so fit in your maj.’s 
wisdom, and were seciningly for us to crave, 
we should be most glad, if, for our better justi- 
fication, and for vour further satisfaction, which 
we principally desire, the ‘accusers and the ac- 
eased might be confronted. 

* And now (most gracious sovereign) these 
Becessary grounds of our causes and defences 
being truly laid, and presented sincercly to your 
Maj.’3 grace and wisdom, the justification of 
such particulars, wherein your highness seemed 
doubtful of our dutiful carriage (though not so 
much for the matter, as for the manner of our 
proceedings) we trust will be plain; and to ex- 

edite which particulars, we find them to have 
bee of three ditfercnt natures :-—~The Ist sort, 
concerning the Dignity and Privileges of our 
house, The 2nd, the gond Estate of the Realm 
and Church. The 3rd, was for Ease of certain 
Grievances and Oppressions.—In the 1st rank 
there were five particulars. 1. The matter of 
the Gentleman Usher. 2. Of the Yeomen of 
the Guard. 3. Or the Flection of the Knights 
of Buckinghamshire. 4. Of sir Thomas Shir- 
Jey’s Deliverance. 5. And of the bp. of Bris- 
tow’s Pamphlet.—The 2nd head had two par- 
ticulars, the Union and Matters of Relizion.— 

“he 8rd head had three, the Bill of Assarts ;* 
and Matters of Purveyors; and the Petition 
~ for Wardships.—Of each of these we must say 
somewhat to give your ina). satisfaction, and 
that with all brevity, tq shun tediousness and 
trouble. | 

'« The Gentleman Usher's fault in depriving, 
by his unaccustomed neglect, a great part of 
our house from hearing your maj.’s speech the 


© Assart (as it is here properly to be under- 
stood) signifies where the subject within the 
limits and bounds of the king’s forests, stubs the 
round, making it &t tor tillage, without the 
Fi Kier oo ae : 
jing’s licence. 
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first day of parl. we could not, in the grief of 
being frustrate of our so longing aad just desire 
to hear your inaj.’s voice and renowned wisdou, 
but complain ofin decent sort ourselves, 
and turthér we proceeded not. Your ma).’s 
i extraordinary great grace and favour, in re- 
| hearsing the day ensuing your former admira- 
ble specch, did give us content with abun- 
| dance of inercase of joy.—The Yeoinan of the 
Guard’s* words were very opprobrigus; and 
howsoever they might have been not unfitly 
| applied to the peasants of l'rance, or boores of 
| Germany, yet could they not be other than 
very reproachful and injurious to the great 
dignities and honour of the commons of. this 
realm, who contain not only the citizens, bur- 
gesses, and yeomanry, but also the whoie in- 
ferior nobility of the kingdom, knights, esquires, 
and gentlemen, many of which are come im- 
mediately out of the most noble families, and 
soine other of then worth advanced to the high 
honour of your maj.’s privy council, and other- 
wise have been imployed in very bonourable 
service ; in sum, the sole persons of the higher 
nobility excepted, they contain the whole power 
and flower of your kingdom; first, with their 
hodies, your wars; secondly, wih their purses, 
your treasures af@ upheld and supplied ; thirdly, 
their hearts are the strength and stability of 
your royal scat.—All these, amounting to many 
millions of people, are representatively prescut 
in us of the house of commons. ‘The wrong 
done tous doth redound upon the whole land, 
and will be so construed. We could not there- 
fore do less in our dutics to the reahn, than to 
advertise such a delinquent of the unseemliness 
of his fault, neither could we yet do more iu 
duty to your maj. than upon his acknowledge- 
ment thereof so frecly to remit it. 

“ The Rights of the Liberties of the Com- 
mons of England consisteth chiefty in these 
three things: 1st, that the shires, cities, and 
boroughs of England, by representation to be 
present, have free choice of such persons ag 
mt shall put in trust to represent them :— 
Qndly, that the persons clios: n during the time 
ot the Parl. as also of their access and recess, 
be free trom restraint, arrest, and imprison- 
ment:—Srdly, that in Parl. they may speak 
freely their consciences without check and con- 
troulment, doing the same with due reverence 
to the sovereign court of parl. that is to your 
miuj. and both the houses, who all in this case 
make but one politick body, whereof your high- 
ness -is the head,—These three several branches 
of the antient inheritance of our Liberty, were 
m three matters ensuing apparently injured. 
The Freedom of Election in the Case of sir 
Francis Goodwin. The Freedom of the Per- 


“* Brian Tashe, the yeoman of the guard, 
keeping one of the doors of the upper house, 
repulsed several members of the lower house, 
and shut the door upon them, with these un- 
civil and contemptible terms, “ Goodmea 
burgesses, you come not here.”—Jourmn. Dom, 
Com.—See p. 996, 
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right. And ‘this course, as it were, of decciv- 
ing of ourselves, and yiclding m our apparent 
right, wheresoever we could but invent such 
ways of escape as that the precedent might 
not be huritul, we have held, dread suverciyn, 
more than once this pari. upon desire ww avoid 
that, which in your maj. by misinformation, 
whereof we have had cause always to stand in 
doubt, might be distasteful or not approve- 
able: so dear hath your maj.’s gracious favour 
been unto us. 

‘© In the delivery of sir Thomas Sbirleyv (see 
p. 1028) our proceedings were long; our de- 
tence of them shall be brief. We had to do 
with a man, the warden of the Flect, so in- 
tractable, and of so resolved obstinacy, as thae 
nothing we could do, no, not your maj.’s royal 
word for conhrmation thereof, could satisty 
him for his own security. This was the cause 
of the length of that business; our privil 
were so shaken before, and so extremely vili- 
fied, as that we held it not fit, in so unreason- 
able a time, and against so mean a subject, 
to seck our right by any other course of law, 
or by any strength than by our own. 

‘¢ The bishop of Bristow’s Book (sce p. 1027) 
was injurious and grievous to ns, being written 
expressly with contempt of the parl. and of 
both the houses in the highest degrce; under- 
taking to deface the reasons proposed by the 
commons, approved by the hon. lords, con- 
firmed by the judges, and finally by your 
royal maj. not disassented to. And to increase 
the wrong, with strange untruths he had per- 
verted those reasons in their main dritt and 
scupe, pretending that they were devised to 
impugn the Union itself. Whereas both by 
their title and by themselves it was clear and 
evident, that they were only used aguinst alte- 
ration of name, and that not simply, but before 
the union of both realms in substance were 
perfected. This book being thus written and 
published to the world, containing moreover 
sundry slanderous passages, and tending to 
Murmurs, distraction, and sedition; we could 
not do less against the writer thereof, than to 
complain of the injury to the lords of the 
higher house, whereof he.had now attained to 
be a member. These wrongs were to the dig- 
nity of our house and privileges. 

_ Touching the causes appertaining to State 
and Church, true it is, we were long in treat- 
ing and debating the matter of Union. The 
propositions were new; the importance great ; 
eee nn | the consequence far reaching, and not dis- 
# In the memorable case of Thorp, which | coverable but by long disputes; our numbers 
pened $1 Hen. VI, the J udges being asked | also are large, and each hath liberty to speak. 
their opinions by the Lords, answered in these | But the doubts and difficulties once cleared er 
swords: ‘Ithath not been used before time, nor removed, how far we are from apposing to 
becomes it us, to determine matters concern- | tlie just desires of -your maj. a9 some evil- 
-ang the high court of parl. which is so high disposed minds would perhaps insinuate, who 
. and mighty in its:natare, that it is judge of the | live by division, and prosper by disgrace of 
daw, aad makes that to be law which is nob| other men, the great expedition, ealacrity, and 
jarw, and that to be no Jaw which is; and the | unanimity, which was used and shewed in 
determination of its privileges belongs to the | passing thé bill, may sufficiently testify. For 
~JLords in:parl. aad not to the Justices.’ See | matter of Religion, it will appear by examina- 
p- 598, tion of truth and night, tbat yeur maj. should 


eons elected, ia sir Thomas Shirley's imprison- 
ment. The Freedom of our Speech, as by di- 
vers other reproofs, so also in some sort by 
the bp. of Bristow’s invective. 
< For the Matter of sir F. Goodwin (see p. 998) 
the knight chosen for Buckinghamshire, we 
were aud still are of a clear opinion, that the 
Freedom of Election was m that action ex- 
tremely injured; that by the same right it 
aight be at all times in a lord chancellor’s 
power to reverse, defeat, to evert and substitute 
ail che clections and persons elected over all 
the realm. Neither thought we that the * 
Judges’ opinion, which yet in due place we 
greatly reverence, being delivered what the 
common law was, which extends only to infe- 
rior and standing courts, ought to bring any 
prejudice to this high court of parl. whose 
power being above the Jaw is not founded on 
the common law, but have their Rights and 
Privileges peculiar to themselves. For the 
gmaoner of our proceeding, which your maj. 
secmed to blame, in that the second wmit go- 
ing out in your maj.’s name, we presumed to 
censure it, without first craving access to ac- 
quaint your highness with our reasons therein, 
we trust our defence shall appear just and rea- 
gonable. It is the form of the court of chan- 
cery, as of divers other courts, that writs go- 
jug out in your maj.’s name are returned also 
as to your maj. in that court from whence they 
issue. Howbeit therefore no man cver ree 
paireth to your maj.’s person, but proceeds 
according to law, notwithstanding the writ. 
This being the universal custom of this king- 
dom, it was not, nor could be admitted into 
our conceits, that the difference was between 
your maj. and us (for God forbid that between 
$0 gracious a suvercign, and so dutiful and 
loving subjects, any diference should arise ;) 
but it always was and still is conceived, that 
the controversy was between the court of chan- 
-cery-and our court: an usu&l controversy be- 
tween courts about their pre-cminences and 
privileges; and that the question was, whether 
‘the Chancery, or our House of the Commons, 
were judge of the members returned for it. 
Wherein, though we suppose the wrong done 
to be most apparent, and extremely prejudicial 
for the rights aad liberties of this realm; yet 
-such and so great was our willingness to piease 
‘your maj. as to yield to a middle course pro- 
‘posed by big highness, preserving only our 
- privileges by voluntary cessions of the lawtul 
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be misinformed, if any man should deliver, 
that the kines af Engiand have any absolute 
power in themselves, either to alter religion 
(which God detend should be in the power of 
any mortal man whatsoever) or to make any 
laws concerning the sane, otherwise than as 
in temporal causes, by consent of parl. We 
have and shall at all tines by our oaths ac- 
knowledge, that your maj. is sovere:gn lord 
and supreme gov erhor in both. Touc hing our 
own desires and proceedings therein, “they 
-have not been a little misconceived and mis- 
reported. We have not come in any Puritan 
or Brownish spirit to introduce their party, or 
to work the subversion of the State ecclessasti- 
cal, as now it standcth: Things so farand so 
clearly from our meaning, as that with uniform 
consent in the beginning of this parl. we com- 
emitted to the ‘Yower am: in, who out of that 
humour, ma petition exhibited to our house, 
-had slandered the bishops. But according to 
the tenor of your rmaj.’s writ of summons di- 
rected to the counties from whence we came, 
and according ta the ancient and long con- 
tinued use of ‘Parliaments, as by many records 
from time to time appeareth, we come with 
another spirit, even with the spirit of peace. 
We disputed not of matters of faith and doc- 
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saze to the bill, in hope your maj. might cither 
he pleased to remit im some sort unto this 
equity that right, which the rigour of law had 
given, oF otherwise intreated by this kind of 
solicitation, to let them fall into your maj.’s 
hands full of piety and mercy, and not into 
the jaws of devouring promoters. And this 
do we understand to be your gracious intent, 
wherewith we rest jortally content and satis- 
fied. The grievance was not unjust in ngour 
of law, and was particular; but a general, 
extreme, unjust, aud crying oppression is in 
cart-takers and purveyors, who have rummaged 
and ransacked since your imaj.’s coining 20, 
far more than under any of your royal pro- 
eenitors: there hath been no prince since 
Henry I]. except queen Eliz. who hath not 
made some one law or other, to repress or 
lint them: they have no prescription, no 
custom to plead. For there bath not been 
any parl, wherein complaint hath not been 
made, and chum of our rights, which doth 
interrupt prescription. We have not in this 
present parl, souglt any thing against them 
but execution of those laws, which are ta 
force already. We demand but that justice, 
which our princes are sworn neither to deny, 
delay, nor sell. That we souvht into the ao- 


etrine; our desire was peace only; and our 
edevice of unity, how this lamentable and long 
' lasting dissension amongst the ministers, from 


counts of your miayj.’s expence, was not our 
presumption, but upon motion from the lords 
of your maj.’s council, and after trom your 


a aclL both atheism, sects, and all ill life have 
received such encouragement and so danzer- 
wus increase, might at Jength, before help 
‘come too late, be extinguished. And for the 
ways of this peace, we are not at all addicted 
te our own inventions, bat ready to embrace 
— any fit way that may be otfered ; neither desire 
we soinuch, that any man in regard ot weak- 
ness of conscience may be exempted after 
parl. from obedience unto laws established, as 
that ia this parl. such laws may be enacted, as 
~by the relingnishinent of some few ceremonies 
of stall Importance, or by any way better, a 
perpetual uniformity may be enjoy ed and ob- 
served, Our desire hath also been, to reform 
certain abuses crept into the ecclesiastical 
‘state, even as into the temporal: And lastly, 
- thint the land might be furnished with a leamres, 
religiuus, and godly ministry: For the main- 
‘tenance of whom we would have granted no 
‘small contributions, if in these, ag we trust 
just and religious desires, we had found that 
_correspondency trom others which was ex- 
pected. These minds and hearts we in secret 
, present to that sovereign lord who gave them, 
and in public profess to your gracious maj. 
-who we trust will so esteem thein. 

- . 6 There remains the Matters of Oppression 
or Grievance in the bill of Assarts, Your maj.’s 
‘council was heard, namely, your solicitor and 
:giv Fra. Bacon. It was also desired by the 
‘house, that other of your council would have 
been present. We knew that our passing the 
bill could not bind your maj.: howbeit, for 
sundry equitable considerations (as to us they 
seemed) we thought good to give so much pas- 
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onicers of your highness’ s household ; and that, 
upon a demand of a perpetual vearly revenue, 
in heu of the taking away of those oppressious. 
unto which composition neither know we weil 
how to vield, being only for justice and due 
rihit, Ww hich is unsaleable: neither yet dunt 
we impose it by law upon the people, without 
first acqnainting them, and having their com 
septs unto it. But if your may. might be 
pleased, In YOU gracious favour, to treat of 
composition with us for some grievance, which 
is by law and just; how ready we should be 
to take that occasion and colour to supply 
vour maj.’s desize, concerns these also, which 
we hold for unjust, should appear, we nothing 
doubt, to your maj.’s full satistaction, 

And thcereture we come, lastly, to tbe mat- 
ter of Wards, and such other burthens (for » 
we. acknuwlede them) as to the Tenures or 
Capite and Kniuhts service are incident: we 
caunot forget (tor how were it possible?) how 
your maj. in a former most gracious speech i 
your callery at Whitehall, advised us, tur un- 
just burthens to proceed against them by bill: 
but for such as were just, if we desired any 
ease, that we should come to yourself, by way 
of petition, with tender of such countervail- 
able composition in profit, as for the support- 
ing of your royal estate was requisite. Ac- 
cording unto which your maj.’s most favout- 
able grant and direction, we prepared: a pe- 
tition to your most excellent ma). for leave tu 
treat with your highness touching a perpetual 
composition, to be raised. by yearly revenve 
out of the lands of your. subjects, for Ward- 
ships and other burthens depending upon thes, 
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or springing with them; wherein we first en- 
tered into this dutiful consideration, that this 
prerogative of the crown, which we desire to 
compound for, was matter of mere profit, and 
not of any honour at all or princely dignity: for it 
could not then, neither yet can by any means, 
sink into our understandings, that these eco- 
nomical matters of education and marrying of 
children, which are common alsv to subjects, 
should bring any renown or reputation to a 

otent monarch, whose honour is settled on a 
ugher and stronger foundation: faithful and 
loving subjects, valiant soldicrs, an hon. uo- 
bility, wise counsellors, a learned and religious 
clergy, and a contented and a happy people, 
are the true honour of a king: and contrary- 
wise, that it would be an exceeding great 
honour, and of memorable renown to your 
Maj. with all posterity, and in present an 
assured bond of the hearts of all your people, 
to remit uuto them this burthen, under which 
our children are born. 

“‘ This Prerogative then appearing to be a 
mere matter ot great profit, we entered into a 
2d degree of cunsideration, with how great 
grievance and damage otf the subject, tu the 
decay of many houses, aud disabling of them 
tu serve their prince aud country; with how 
great mischief also, by occasion of many forced 
and ill-suited marriages ; and lastly, with how 
great contempt and reproach of our nation in 
foreign couttries; how small a cumimodity now 
was ralsed to the crown in respect of that, 
which with great love and joy and thanlful- 
ness, for the restitution of this onginal right 
in disposing of our children, we woald be 
content and glad to assuré unto your maj. 
We fell also from hence into a Sd degrce of 
consideration, that it might be, that in regard 
that the origina] of these wardships was, serv- 
mg of the king in his wars againstScotland, 
which cause we hope now to be at an ever- 
lasting end ; and in regard morcover of that 
general hope, which at your maj.’s first entry, 
by the whole land was embraced (a thing 
known unto all men) that they should be now 


for ever eased of this burthen; your maj. out. 


of your most noble and gracious disposition, 
and desire to overcome our expectation with 
your goodness, may be pleased to accept 
the offer of a perpetual and certain revenue, 
not only proportionable to the uttermost he- 
nefit that any of your progenitors cver reaped 
thereby, but also with such at overplus and 
large addition, as in great part to supply your 
maj.’s other occasions, that our ease might 
breed you plenty with their humble minds. 
With these dutitul respects, we intended to 
crave access unto your maj. 
wns said in our house by any man, that it was 
a slavery under your maj. more than under 
our former princes, hath come from an untrue 
and calunsnioys report: our sayings have always 
been, that this burthen was just; that the re- 
mitting thereof must come from your maj.’s 
grace ; and that the denyiag our suit was no 
wrong. 
‘Vor. 1. : 


‘ 
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«© And thus, most gracious sovereign, with 
dutiful minds and sincere hearts towards your 
maj. bave we truly disclosed our secret in- 
tents, aud delivered our outward actions in all 
these sv much traduced and blamed inatiers : 
and from henceforward shall reiain in great 
aithance, that your maj. resteth satisicd, both 
in your grace and in your judgment, which 
above all worldly things we desire to effect, 


betore the dissolving of this parl. where in so — 


long time, with sp much pains and endurance 
of so great sorrdw, scarce any thing hath been 
done tor their good and content, whe sent us 
hither; and whom we left full of hope and joy- 
ful expectation. 

‘¢ There remaineth, dread sovereign, yet one 
part of our duty at this present, which faithful- 
ness of heart, not presumption, doth press: we 
stand not in place to speak or do things plea- 
sing. Our care is, and must be, to confirm the 
love, and tye the hearts of your subjects, the 
commons, most firmly to your ma. Herein 
lieth the means of our well deserving of both: 
there was never prince entered with greater 
love, with greater joy and applause of all his 
people. This love, this joy, let it flourish ip 
their hearts for ever. Let no suspiciun have 
access to their fearful thoughts, that their prie 
vileges, which they think by your maj. should 
be protected, should now by sinister informa- 
tans or counsel be violated or impaired : 
or that those, which with dutiful respects to 
your majesty, speak freely for the right and 
good -of their country, shall be oppressed 
ur disgraced, Let your ma). be pleased to ree 
ceive public information fruit, your commons 
in par]. as to the civil estate and government}; 
for private informations pass often by practice : 
the voice of the people, wi the things of their 
knowledge, is said to be as the voice of God. 
And if your maj. shall vouchsafe, at your best 
pleasure and leisure, to enter into your gra- 
cious consideration of our petition for the ease 
of these burthens, under which your whole 
people have of long time mourned, hoping for 
relief by your maj. ; then may you be assured 
to be possessed of their hearts ; and, if of their 
hearts, of all they can do or have. And so we, 
your maj.’s most humble and loyal subjects, 
whose ancestors have with great loyalty, rea- 
diness and joyfulness, served your famous pro- 
genitors, kings and quceus of this realm, shall 
with like loyalty and joy, both we and our pos- 
terity, serve your maj. and your most royal 
issue for ever, with our lives, lands, and goods, 
and all other our abilities: and by all means 
endeavour to procure your maj. honour, with 
all plenty, tranquillity, content, joy and feli- 
city.” 

Lord Montague opposes the Bill against Je= 
suits, &c.] June 25, Another remarkable oc- 
currence happened, of still greater moment. 
A bill had been brought into the House of 
Lords this session, intitled, ‘ an- Act for the 
due execution of the statutes against Jesuits, 
Seminary Priests, Recusants, &c.’ On the 3rd 


reading of which bill, the lord visc. Montegue. 
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stood up, and made a speech against it; in | warden of that prison was immediately sent fo 
which he declared, “ That he did not only | to take him into custody. But he did not con- 
dissent from the bill, but, by way of apology | tinue long a prisoner; for, on the 30th, the 


tor ail sorts of Recusants, undertook the de 
fence of their Religion, und inveighed against 
the whole state of that religion now established 
in this reudm. He endeavoured to prove the 
great antiquity of their's, and the novelty of 
this; saying, that we had been misled to for- 
suke the Religion of our Fathers, and to tollow 
some hivht persons, at late tines sprung up, 
that were of unsound doctrine, &c. evil lite, or 
to that effect: he thereupon made most ear- 
nest request and entreaty to the Lords, that 
they would have a favourable consideration of 
‘the sad Recusants, whom the bill did concern, 
and not to give it passive against them.”* 

The Journals proceed to tell us, that when 
soine of the bps. had answered to rke several 
points of this speech, relating to the estab- 
lished Rehgion, the lord chancellor mterposed, 
by making a motion, declamng to the Lords, 
That be doubted whether ato might: stand 
with the ecod orter of that house, and with 
jus duty, thai sech a sueech should be suffered 
in the house as the lord Montague had made. 
Tn presuming, under pretence of speaking to a 
bill, to jnveish and speak generally against the 
whole State of Religion then established: by 
speaking directly to, and maintaining the te- 
nets of, the Pepsh religion, so much derogat- 
Ing asat doth irom the hing’s supreme autho- 
tity and govt. Ile therefore desired the house 
to consider, whether the suffering of such a 
spcech would stand with the duty of allegiance 
se owed to his may.” On this a debate 
arose: bur all the lords that spoke agreed in 
opinion, that it was a very oliensive speech, 
nod not to be suttered to pass without some 
eensure, anmiadversion, or punishment; ex- 
ecpt the lord Burleigh, who suid, “ He thought 
the best and fittest punishment would be, to 
let him pass unregarded and unpunished. Be- 
cuuse he supposed that the lord Montague did 
aifect a glory init; und would be glad to get 
the more reputation amnongst the Papists, both 
at home and abroad, if he shonld be censured 
or punished in any sort tor their cause.” In 
conclusion, it was thought inecet that some or- 
der should be taken for the censuring the sa‘d 
lord for his presumptuous speech; but the de- 
termination thereet) was deferred unul the 
next sittiag, After whieh, the bill being put 
to the question, it was passed by a great ma- 

rity. 


Lords being informed that the said lord Mon- 
tague was sorry for his offence, and that he 
had given cause for their displeasure; begying 
to be released trom his confinement and take 
his place in the House: it was ordered, “ that 
he should be discharged from the Fleet, and 
return to his own house, there to remain tll 
Monday nest, when he was to repair to the 
House of Lords, and by his own mouth declare 
his dislike of his speech, and give satisfactioa 
to the Lords for the same.” Accordingly, on 
the 2nd of July he was brought to the bar, and 
there he told the house, ** How far it was, and 
ever should be, from him to do any thing out 
of any ill disposition or meaning to offcad 
them; rendering unto their lordships most 
humble thanks, tor their no less favourable 
construction of bis intention, than fur their 
most honourable and present releasement of 
him; with protestation of his most humble 
and dutitul zeal towards his ma). and also of 
his most loving and devoted affection towards 
all their lordslips.” ; 

The King’s Letter, declining any farther 
Subsidy at this Tome.) June 26, another re- 
markable Letter from the King, witten with 
his own hand, but corrected as to the spelling, 
was sent to the Commons; the intent ot 
which was to signify his pleasure, in relation 
to a farther Grant of a Subsidy. The Letter 
is us follows:—* faving been informed, that 
within the space of these eight or ten days past, 
there hath been divers times speeches made in 
the Lower House of our Commons, for a Sub- 
sidy to be at this time granted unto us; we have 
thoucht it Convenient, that ye should, in our 
hume, acquaint the house with the sincere truth 
of our meaning in that matter; to the end that 
they, being at a point in that question, may 
with the greater cxpedition, conclude such ea 
cial things, a> are necessary to be done before 
the ending of this longsome session of parl.— 
It is true, that ever before, and acertain space 
atter the sitting down of this parl. we were 
constantly aed: neither to think, nor, in 
case it had beeu offered unto us, any ways to 
have accepted a Subsidy at this time; fur as 
in our first speech: to this whole parl. we de- 
clared, how unwilling we should ever be to be a 
burden to our people; so thought we it an unfit 
time, at our firet parl. after our so happy and 
peaceably entry into this kingdom, with so great 


Tord Montague committed to the Fleet.) | and gencral an applause, for having a Subsidy 
June 26. This attuir was again renewed, and a Y raised upon thei, notwithstanding of our pre- 
recital of the Jord Montague’s speech made; | sent great necessity; and that thorouch the 
| occasion of divers great expences, whereunto 


vu which it was ordered, by all the lords spi- 
ritual and temporal, that the said lord should 
be committed prisoner to the bleet. And the 


wg ee ee. _ 


* This lurd visc. Montague was grandson to 
the lord of that name, who spoke so boldly for 
the Romish reaviga in the beginning of the 
mast regia. See Duydale’s Bar. vol. ii. See also 
P- 686 of the present volume, 


x 


we were driven at our first entry here: but 
after the assembling of this parl. we were so 
often dealt with aaa informed by divers mem- 
bers of that house, that were otherwise stran- 
gers to our affuirs, that it was a thing both bo- 
nourab’e and reasonuble, that a Subsidy should 
be granted unto us; that both our necessity 


required il, and the people in their love were 
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ready to offer it unto us; that it @as ever the maj. The Tonnage granted thjs session was. 
form of all kings ot England, to have a Subsidy | 3s. on every tun of Wine imported; but ona 
given them at the very first assembling of their | tun of sweet Wincs 6s. and Js, on cyery awn 
first parl.; that as it was honourable for us to ; of Rhenish. The Poundaze was 1s, on gvery 
receive it (being an earnest-penny of the ‘aie | 20s. worth of goods or merchandise, imported 
.ple’s love toward us) so would it be a thing | and exported, excepting woollen manutactures ; 
nothing prejudicial nor hurtful for them to | and tin and pewter were to pay @s. A deuisen 
ield unto; and that there was enow in that | was to pay for eyerv sack of wool 33s. 4d. and 
house: that were striving amongst themselves | for every 240 wooltells the saine ; and for every 
who should be the first propounder thereof; as | last of hides and backs 3l. Gs. Sd.—See Statutes, 
at the last we were moved to be contented, | ut Large, cap. $5,—These were all the supphes. 
that some should prove the house's mind in it; | granted to the king this se-sion and all that 
only in this point were we careful, that, in | were asked by the ministry at this time. 
case it were propounded, and put to aquestion,!| = The Speaker's Spcech at the Close of the Ses- 
it should receive no public refusal ; which could ; sion.) July 7th, the king caine to the House 
not but be dishonourahle unto us, especially | of Lards, and, being seated on the throne, the 
in the sight of all the strangers that are now | Commons and their Speaker were sent tor; 
here. But having now, with tyme, more nar. | who, on presenting the bills, made the fullow- 
rowly examined both the custom in the like | ing Speech to his inaj.—** Llistory, most high 
_ cases, at the first parliaments of aur predes | and mighty sovereigu, is truly approved to be 
cessors here, as likewise, that the last term's pay- | the Treasure of ‘Vimes past, the Light of 
ment of the old great Subsidy is not yet come,so | Truth, the Memory of Lite, the Guide and 
as a double burden shall appear to be !nid upon | Image of Man’s present Estate, Pattern of the 
the people, and yet our commodity never a hair | Things to come, and the true Work-mistress 
the nearer; we have hereupon concluded with | of Experience, the Mother of Knowledge ; for 
ourself, to resort to our former determination: | therein, as in a ¢rystal, there is not ouly pre« 
and therefore it is our express will, that ve | scented unto our views the virtues, but the 
shall, in our name, signify to our said House of | vices; the perfections, but the defects; the 
Commons, that we desire them, at this time, ! good, but the evil; the lives, but the death, of 
not to meddle any further with that question ; | all precedent governars and government, which 
assuring them, in the word ofa king, that we | held the resus af this mnperial regiment: 
will be so far trom taking it unkindly, their not | where, although the same hath ever been ma- 
offering it unto us at this first session of this our | naged with one iden, or form of govt. namely, 
first parl. as by the contrary we will only inter- | by the Laws’ direction, by King’s rule, by Sc- 
pret it to proceed froin the care they have, that ; nates’ advice, and by Magistrates’ discipline ; 
our people should not have any occasion of dis- | yet hath the same budded fruits of several 
taste of us offered unto them at this time, for ; kinds of sense, moving frum the use er abuse 
the reasons ahove-meationed ; assuring ourself, | of Laws’ directiou, trom the virtue or error of 
that the said honse will, in their own tine, tie } King’s rule, from the good or evil of Senates’ 
careful to see our state supplied, by such means, | advice, or from the justice er injustice. of Ma- 
as may be most convenient for our weal, and | gistrates’ discipline: fur as guod govt. is the 
least hurtful to our subjects; wherein we remit | guide-mistress of human happiness, and tutors 
ourselves to their discreet considerations, in| ess of public commodity: so is ill goyt. the 


the due tinc.—James R.” devouring tyrant of subjects’ bliss, and the ve! 
after the reading of this Letter,°a motion | numous poisoner of commonweulth well-duing, 

wus made, ‘ That the King’s Lettcr should be THe Laws. 

recorded in their house, for an everlasting me- | “ The Laws, whereby the ark of this go. 


mory of his maj.’s grace.—That all the knights | vernment hath been ever steered, are of three 
of shires may take a copy of it and publish it, | kinds; the 1st, the Common Law, grounded 
m their countries. And, that mr. Speaker, at | or drawn from the Law of God, the Law of 
the end of this session, should present thanks | Reason, and the Law of Nature, not mutable , 
to his maj, in the name of the whole house, tor | the 2nd, the positive Law, founded, changed, 
bis grace expressed in that letter.” and altered by and through the occasions und 
Grant of Tonnage and Poundage.| This| policies of times; the 3rd, Custains and 
Ictter was, probably, the occasion of sendin ace practised and allowed with tane’s ap: 
up another hill from the Cominons, intidled, | probation, without known beginuings; wheres 
« An <Act for the assigning certain sums of | in although we differ from the laws of other 
money, for the aoe of the Charges of the | states’ government, yet have the authors 
King’s Household. This bill soon passed into | thereof imitated the approved excellency of 
a luw ; as did also the fonner, for a Grant of | Plato and Aristotle, framing their laws ac- 
Vonnage and Poundage, without any amend-| cording to the capacity, nature, disposition, 
ments; because the lord treasurer informed | and humour of the place and people; hy 
the house that the Judges beiug asked their} the level of whose line this state hath been 
opinions, about his points of exception to the | commanded, goverucd, supported, and main+ 
said bill, they had resolved, that notwithstanding | tained these * ** years, not inferior, but in 
those exceptions, the bill miyfit pass, as it then | equal balance, with a confining regunent 
gtood, without inconvenience or prejudice to his | whatsoevér; and have, by the touchstuae of 


/ 


band 


oe 
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truc experience, approved to be to the king 
his sceptre, to the scuate the oracle of coun- 
scl, to the judge the rule of justice, to the 
mavistrate the guide of discipline, to the sub- 
ject the school-mistress of obedience, to the 
multitude the preventor of ignorance, the 
standard-bearer of sedition, and, generally to 
all, the bond, that tieth men to civil and 
orderly course of life. Finally, laws are only 
dials of true direction; direction the weapons 
of govt.; govt. the armour of peace; and 
peace, the true perfection of all worldly hap- 
piness: but contrarywise, no laws, no dirce- 
tion; no direction, no govt.; no govt. no 
peace; no peace, utter destruction; fur, ‘sine 
mmperio,’ neither house, neiiher city, neither 
nation, ncither mankind, nor the nature of 
things, ‘nec ipse mundus stare potest.’ And 
yet the good or ill, both of laws, and of each 
worldly thing, consisteth in the use or abuse 
of the same; as, if well used, it yieldeth the 
sweet of his true property; but, if abused, 
that sweet is turned to sour; or, if not used, 
loscth his virtue : as, amongst earthly things, 
food hath his precedency; for, being well 
used, it meintaineth and supporteth the life 
and nature of man; but abusedly taken, by 
surfcit destroyeth the body; or if not used, 
remaincth fruitless; so the Jaws, if well dis- 
posed, are the stern, that wicldeth the ark of 
civil govt.; but perverted, beconfe the instru- 
ments of destruction, or not exccuted, be- 
come ‘ corpus sine nnima;” and therefore are 
to reccive either life, or death, by the cood 
or ill of the king’s rule, the senates advice, 
and the magistrates disciplinc. As concern- 
ing the bliss or bane of kings govt. which in 
itself, and of itself, representeth a divine maj. 
it consisteth in two general parts; the one, 
example, the other, command: for as, from 
below, we receive cither bicht or darkness 
from above, so doth the subject from = the 
pes example receive either his virtue, or 

is vice; and experience approveth, that the 
estate of commonwealths changeth with’ the 
alteration of princes precedent. And there- 
fore the errors of princes are not burttul in 
themselves, as are their crroneous examples ; 
whereby their people become infected : for it 
hath, and ever will be approved true, that 
subjects, by imitation of their princes ex- 
ample, for the most part become hke unto 
themselves; for the excellent splendor of the 
king’s virtue doth not only incite all subjects 
to behold them, hut exceeding admiration and 
imitation to love them, and, by loving, to ob- 
serve them. And theretore the virtue of Ves- 
pasianus’ exampie wrought more efiectual goed 
amongst his people, than his laws: for * obse- 
qulum in principcs et enulandi amor,’ are, of 
all other, most cxcellent tractives to the good 
or ill of subjects course of lite; and therefore 
the more curiously and respective ought they 
to be im their acts and actions, as the leading 
stars of the people’s direction. The other 
yesteth in his absolute power of command: for 
@.though the law may direct, the senate advise, 
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and the magistrate execute; yet to determine 

and commaud is proper to the king hinself: 

aad therefore his commands ought to be reli- 

gious, for he therein becometh the president of 

many millions of souls; they ought to be just, 

tor he sitteth in the judgment seat of the abso- 

lute king of justice ; they ought to be tempered 

with mercy, for he represeuteth the divine 

image of mercy; they ought to be mild, for he 

is the father’ and the subjects his children; 

they ought to be preservative, and not devour- 
ing, for he is the’shepherd, and they the flock ; 
they ought rather to prevent the cause of of- 
tence, than punish the offender, for one 
much more honourable than the other; a 
ought to be warranted by law, for both by of- 
tice and oath he is bound to his law; they 
ought to procced from reason, for thereby he 
is reverenced as a God amongst men; they 
ought to be prudent, for that makes him de 
ficd with fame and renown. Lycurgus never 
commanded ought to be done, that himself 
would not do; which made him honoured, re- 
verenced, and obeyed ; but Sylla commanding 
sobricty, temperance, and frugality, himself 
practising the contrary, was both contemned 
and scorned: and therefore the king ought to 
patronize his command by his actions. The- 
inistocles demanded, whether he were a good 
poct, that in singing would transgress the tme 
rules of musick? Being answered, No; re- 
plied, no more 1s that Bing, that commands 
without his law. Theopompus being asked, 
why Lacedemon did so flourish; answered, 
because their king knew how to command: 
and cominandments, justly commanded, ex- 
act performance ; but things, unduly required, 
du breed mistike, and sometimes enforce refu- 
sal. Claudian therefore concludeth, ‘ Pera- 
gat tranquilla abate quod violenta nequict ; 
mandataque fortius urget imperiosa quics:’ 
and more gracious is the name of piety, than 
of power. To conclude, princes, by the per- 
fection of their examples, and by the virtue of 
their just commands, become to God accept- 
able, to the world renowned, to their people 
beloved, to all men with reverence admired, - 
and in the end with glory immortalized : bat if 
their commands be unjust, unmercitul, cruel, 
devouring, lawless, unreasonable, and impr 
dent, he Joseth the glorious title. of a good 


‘king, and becometh eternized with the death- 


less fame of an hellish tyrant; which all good 
kings ought to eschew, as the devouring devil 
of their famc, renown, and eternity.—The 
third place in the commonwealth hath the se- 
nate: for no king can, with his diligence and 
only wisdom, equally govern the whole estate ; 
for itis rather the virtue of God, than man, 
eficctually to know all things appertaining to 
government: and therefore, as it is necessary 
for a prince to see with Ids own eyes, to heat 
with his own ears, and to direct by the dial ot 
his own judgment; so is it requisite for 3 
prince to bave many eyes, many cars, wany 
tongues, many hands, many feet, and mapy 
wits, to sce, to hear, tg dispatch, to inform, 
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and advise, for, in, and concerning the public 
‘.Sfate, as preparatives to his commanding judg- 
ment, and préservatives against the common 
evil. Romulus therefore retused to undergo 
the burden of government alone, but chose 
unto himself a hundred senators. Trajanus 
called his senate his father; for as the father 
doth foretel his son of the good or ill that may 
betall him, so ought the senate to admonish 
the king of things profitable, and unprofitable, 
to him and the state. The senate theretore 
ought to know the law, the libertics, the cus- 
toms, the use, and discipline, wherewith the 
state 1s governcd; they ought not only to 
know the means, whereby the state nay be 
beautified, amplified, and preserved, but also 
how the same may be weakened, impeached, 
or subyerted ; they ought also to know, what 
is the majesty, prerogative, greatness, and ju- 
risdiction of a king, and what is the due right 
and liberty of subjects ; for they are the mean, 
and judges between force and fear, liberty and 
servitude, the king and his people. A coun. 
sellur ought therefore to be temperate, not 
passionate in his affections; moderate, not 
transported with appetites ; mortified byyears, 
Not inveigled by youth; grave in his behaviour, 
not light in his condition; justly wise in bis 
advice, not crafty in his counsel; virtuous in 
his conversation, not vicious in his disposition : 
a counsellor thus complete, is to the king a 
watchful tower, to the law a graccful orna- 
ment, to government an absolute gnide, and 
- to the people a beloved oracle; but if he be 
passionate in his affections, transported in his 
uppetites, inveigled by his youth, Jight in his. 
condition, crafty in his counsel, and vicious in 
his disposition ; then becomceth he to the king 
a regardless and watchless tower, to the law a 
disgraceful blemish, to the government a blind 
dissulute guide, and to the people a contemned 
fabulous deccivcr.—The next and immediate 
subsequent place in the commonwealth hath 
the magistrate; for in vain is the laws direc- 
tion, the king’s command, and the senate’s 
advice, if not by the magistrate’s discipline 
executed: for laws, command, and advice re- 
ceive not their authority, when they are 
enacted, given, or advised, but when they are 
exccuted ; not when they are enacted, but 
when they are observed; and therefore the 
commonwealth duth put upon the magistrate 
the person of severity, to execute the laws 
directioy, prince’s command, and the senate’s 
advice. The Roman magistrate therefore said, 
my mother hath brought me into the world of 
mild and gentle disposition, ‘ Sed respublica 
mic severum fecit:’ for laws are delivered to 
the magistrates, as 9 sword, to cut off the 
reins of liceutious liberty; but if the magis- 
trate keep it sheathed or rusty, is there any 
that will dread the correction of so sheathed 
or rusty a weapon? 2ndly, laws are ordained 
as rules or lines of men’s lives; but if the ma- 
gistrate, through fear or pity, shall bend them 
to and fro, is there any man that will regard 
$0 leaden a rule? 3rdly, ‘laws are established 
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as walls, or forts, or defence against disorder ; 
but if the magistrate shall suffer them to melt 
with favour, or rend xsunder with corruption, | 
will not all men contemn such walls of wax, 
or forts of cobwebs? The memory of Nerva 
his example approveth it; who, through too 
tender a conceit of pity, was noted over-. 
sparing in punishment of the people's inso- 
lencies; but in the end, his city thereby grew 
into such contempt, beth of his person and 
government, that of him it was said, ‘That bet- 
ter it were for all good men to live under the 
government of Domitian, under whom nothing 
was lawful, than under Nerva, where all 
things were lawful. And therefore tie mayis- 
trate ought to be ‘sciens, justus, et torus ;° 
first, to know what he is to execute; 2ndly, 
to he just in his execution ; and Srdly, not to 
fear the fave of any, in that he ought to exe- 
cute; for he is the living law, and the law of 
the dumb magistrate: and nothing 1s more 
pernicions in the commonwealth, than an ig- 
horant, uyjust, and timorous magistrate. To 
conclude, as the end of the sailor’s endeavour 
is good passage, the physician’s travel, health, 
the cuptain’s labour, victory; so the well dis- 
ciplining of the people ought to be the magis- 
trate’s true endeavour; which if he reygardtully 
perform, then becomcth he a good pilot, a 
provident physician, a victorious captain, and 
a just well-deserving magistrate; but if he be 
ignorant, remiss, timorous, Unjust, or corrupt; 
then is he to the life of the law a deathful 
murtherer, to the soul of the king’s justice a 
betraying teacher, to the virtue of senates ad- 
vice a deceiving evil, and to the body of the 
commonwealth a devouring wolf—A people, 
by the direction of such laws, by the grace, 
wisdom, and justice of such a king, by the 
advice of such asenate, and by the discipline’ 
of such magistrates, governed, if not then loyal 
and obcdient, are rather the wheips of wolves, 
than sons of men; rather monsters of nature, 
than creatures of reason; nay, more devus m 
condition, than professors of religion: from 
the corruption of which error your majesty 
shall ever approve us to be as free, as virtue is 
from vice. And though, during the time of 
these our parliament counsels, we have, 
through the warrant of our long continued 
privileze, your gracious approbation thereof, 
your patience in hearing, your wisdom in dis- 
cerning, your justice in adjudging, and your 
clemency in relieving, presumed of you, as of 
our king, but more of you, as of our good 
king, nay most of all of you, as a most abso- 
lute good inan, to prepound, dispute, assent, 
and disassent, frecly; to implore your royal: 
protection of our long-continucd libertics, your 
gracious relieving of our burdens (not by au- 
thorjty imposed, but by the corruption of hase 
officers extorted) and your discerning conside- 
ration of our feared dangers ; wherein although 
we have proceeded without flattery or coward- 
ice (the one never being a true counsellor, nor 
the other a good subject) yet hath the same 
been without hearts or minds thouzht, either 
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to distaste your gracious pleasure, or to detract | laboured hard to bring it about; yet, -by the 
ought, that im right, honour, or prerogative, | advice of his council, he was this vear pro- 
yoursclf im your great wisdom should affect as | claimed King of Great Britain, France, and 
good: for your glury is, and must be, our ho- | Ireland, that the names of England and Scot- 
nour, vour greatycss our protection, your | land might from henceforth be extinct. Scots 
abundance ‘our riches, your safety our secu- } tish coins were made current, and the arms of 
rity, your content our joy; otherwise were we | both kingdoms quartered on all standards, 
worthily unworthy of the blessings of the rch- | military and civil, throuchout both the nations, 
gion, of the peace, of the safety, of the grace, | Peacc was also proclaimed here betweeu Eng- 
and, generally, of all the fruits of happiness, | land and Spain, on the Sth of August, 1604. 
which by you, from you, and under you, we Lhe Gunpowder Plot discovered.] Feb. 7, 
do, and hope ever to possess. And as out of | 1605. Parl. met, according to prorogation, and 
your princely grace vou pleased (to our ex- | were prorogued by commission, to the 3rd of 
cecding hearts comfort) to say, that you more | Oct. At which time they were again pro- 
joyed to be king of such subjects, than to be | rogued, in the same asanner, to the oth of Nov. 
king over many kingdoins ; so do we, with true | following, aud on that day to the 9rh af the 
zeal and faith, protest more to joy in being the | said month. During which last-mentioned pe- 
subjects of such a king, than in the freedom of | riods was discovered the deepest and blackest 
any Jiberty, which we shall ever with our} Plot that ever was laid wzainst kmg and king- 
hearts lite blood endcavour to approve against | dom. The reader will presently comprehend, 
all opposers and opposition: and as God let | that the infamous Guupowdcr Plot is here 
hi endure the torment of ever dying death, | meant; the account of which is so amply 
that otherwise shall in mind conceit, or in} given by all our English Historians. In the 
heart consent; so Ist him live hatetully to} Journals of the Commons, Nov. 5, we find 
God and man, that shall endeavour, or occa- | this entry. “ This luse night the Upper House 
sion in the least, to impeach and violate so | of parl. was searched by sir Thomas Knevett ; 
royal and loyal a conjunction between a head | and one Johnston, servant to mr. Thomas 
sv absolutely pecrless, and a body so faithfully | Percve, was there apprehended, who had 
loyal, Aud although yone maj. more secking | placed 36 barrels of gunpowder in the vaalt 
to enrich your treasure with the hearts and | under the house, with a purpose to blow up 
minds of us your subjects, than with the money | the king and the whole coinpany, when they 
and treasure of our purses, have lately, out of | should there assemble. Afterwards, divers 
your abundant grace, prevented our con- | other gentlemen were discovered to be of the 
cluding to present vou with a Subsidy of | Plot.” 
crowns and coin, being but a blossom of the The Lords’ Jonrnals tell us, “¢ That on the 
fruitful ever-bearing tree of our abundant love, | 9th of Nov. the house being met, and the 
lovalty, and duty (which we sooner shall leave | king seated on the throne, the Lord Chancel- 
to live, than leave unperformed) yet give us | lor opened the session with giving some ac- 
leave, (of all other most worthy to be beloved | count of what had passed between the com- 
govercigu) not only to present you with our | missioners of England and Scotland, at their 
humble and dutiful thanks, but also to present | late meeting, according to an act made for that 
you with five Subsidies, of far more precious | purpose last scssion of parl. Afterwards, he 
price and worth: 1. The first cansisting of} presented to his maj. and the house two Co- 
many millions of affectionated hearts to love | pies of the Tripartite Writings agreed on, one 
you; 2. Of number of loyal minds to obey | of which was delivered openly to the clerk af 
you; 3. Of as many zealous spirits to pray tor | parl. to be kept in bis custody tll a farther 
you; 4. OF as equal praportioned hands to | procecding in that business. He then made a 
. fight tor you; 5. And with the treasure of the | Relation of the most wicked and horrible 
whole kingdom to supply you; which the | Treason ever heard of, intended against hs 
world shall both feel and know, when, where, | maj. and the whole state ; which was purposed 
and against whom whatsoever, your maj. shall | to have been put in exccution on ‘Tuesday, 
be pleased to dispose and command us. This | the 5th inst, the first day of this session, holden 
we profess, protest, and present, neither out : by prorogation.” The lord chancellor having 
of servile fear, nor base dantery: both hateful ' ended, the King began to tell the house, that 
to a king so absolute, wise, magnanimous, and he cane there, at this tune, (contrary to the 
gracious; but out of our endless loves, duties, { custom of any of his predecessors, at the he- 
and Jovyaltics, whereunto death only, and | giining of any session of parl. holden by pro- 


nought else but death, shall be of force to | ragation) on purpose to receive the Writing, 
give end.” which had just then been delivered in; that 

There is no specch of the king, or the lord | no stop might be put ta that proceeding. Af 
chancellor, entered, for this time, in either | terwards his maj. made an ample dcclaration 
Journal; and no more is said in the Lords’ than ! to both houses, of the late mast horrible Trea- 
that the lord chancellor, by the king’s com- | son, in the following Speech from the ‘Vhrone®: 
mand, prorogued this parl. to the 7th of Feb. | : 
next eusuing, * This Specch is taken from a book ent- 

Notwithstanding the great affair of the | tled, ‘A Discourse of the Manner of the Dis- 
Union was still obstructed, though the king ' covery of this late intended Treason, joined 
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The King’s Speech upon that Occasion.) My 
lords spiritual and temporal, and you the 
_ knights and burgesses of this parl.; it was far 
from my thoughts, ull very lately before ty 
coming to this place, that this subject should 
have Leen ministered unto me, hereancn I 
um now to speak. But nuw it so talleth out, 
that whereas, in the preceding session of this 
pari. the principal uccasion of my speech was, 
to thank and congratulate all you of this 
house, and in you all the whole commouwcalth 
(as being the representative body of the state) 
for your so willing, and loving, receiving and 
embracing of me in that place, which God and 
nature, by desccut of blood, had in his own 
tine provided tor me: so now wy subject is, 
to speak of a far greater thanksgiving than 
befure I gave to you, being to a fir greater 
person, which is to God, for the great and mi- 
raculous delivery he hath at this time granted 
to me, and to yuu all, and consequently to the 
whole body of this estate. I must therefore 
begin with this old and most approved sen- 
tence in divinity, 6 Misericordiaa Dei supra 
omnia opera ejus” For Almighty Gad did not 
furnish so great matter to his glory by the 
creation of this great world as he did by the 
redemption of the same. Neither did his ge- 
neration of the hitde world, in our old and first 
Adan, so much set forth the praises of God in 
his justice and mercy, as did vur regeneration 
1n the last and second Adam. And now J must 
erave a litte pardon of you (that since kings are 
in the word of God itself called gods, as being 
his lieutenants and vicegerents on earth, and 
sy adurucd and furnished with some sparkles 
of the divinity ;) to compare some of the works 
of God, the great king, towards the whole and 
general world, to sone of his works towards 
me, and this little world of my dominions, 
compussed and severed by the sea trom the 
rest ot the earth. For as God, for the just 
pumshincnt of the first great sins in the origi- 
nal world, when the sons of God went in upta 
the daughters of men, und the cup of their 
Mitquitics of all sorts was hilled, and heaped up 
to the tull, did, by a general deluge and over- 
fluwing of waters, Lapiize the world to a ge- 
neral destruction, but not to general purza- 
tion: (only excepted Noah and lis tunily, who 


did repent and believe the threatemnys of 


God's Judgment;) so now, when the world 
. shall wax old asa garuient, and that all the 
Ampictes aud sing that can be devised ngainst 
both the first and second table, have, and shall 
be cummitted tu the full measure; God is to 
punish the world the second time by fire, to 
the general destruction and not purgation 
thereof. And; as it was done in the former to 
Noah and his family by the waters, so shall 
all we that believe be likewise purged, and not 


with the Examination of some of the Prison- 
ers.” (Lmprinted at Loudon, by Robert Bar- 
ker, puter to the king’s most excellent maj. 
anuo 1605.) And is compared by the Lords’ 
Journals, oe 
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destroyed by fire: In the like sort, I say, I 
nay justly Compare these two great aod fear- 
tul doumsdays, wherewith God threatened to 
destroy ine, and all you of this little world that 
have interest in me. For although I contess, 
as all mankind, so chicfly kings, as being in the 
higher places, like the high trees, or stuyest 
mountains, and steepest rocks, are most sub- 
ject to the daily tenipests of innumerable dan- 
gers; and I, amongst all other kings, have ever 
been subject unto them, not only ever since 
my birth, but even, as [ may justly say, before 
my birth, and while I was yct in my mother’s 
belly; vet have 1 been cxposed to two more 
special and greater dangers than all the rest. 
the first of them, in the kingdom where I was 
burn, and passed the first part of my life; and 
the last of them here, which is the greatest. 
In the former I should have been baptized in 
blood, and in my destruction, not only the 
kingdom wherein I then was, but ye also by 
your future interest, should have tasted of my 
ruin, Yet it pleased God to deliver ime, us it 
were, from the very brink of death, froin the 
point of the dagger, and so purge me by my 
thankful acknowledgment of so great a benefit, 
But in this which did so lately fall out, and 
which destruction was prepared not for me 
alone, but for you all that are here present, 
and where no rank, age, or sex should h:ive 
been sparcd: this was not a crying gin of blood 
as the former; but it may well be callcd a 
roaring, nay, a thundertag sin of fire and brim- 
stone, troin the which God hath so miraculous- 
ly delivered us all, What can I speak of this, 
huow not: nay, rather what can F vot spcak 
uf it? Aud thereture I must for horror sa 
with the poet; § var faucibus haret’ In this 
great and horrible attempt, whereof the hike 
was never either heard or read, [ observe 
three wonderful, or rather miraculous eveuts. 
ist, in the crucity of the plot itself; wherein 
cannot be enuugh admired the horrible and 
tearful cruelty of their device, which was not 
only for the destruction of my person, nor of 
inv wife and posterity only, but of the whole 
body of the state in general; wherem should 
neither have been spared, or d:-tinction made, 
or soung nor of old, of great nor of small, of 
man ber of woman: the whole nobility; the 
whole reverend clergy, bishops, and most part 
of Yhe wood preachers; the mo-t part of the 
knights and centry; yea, and if that any in 
this society were favourers of their profession, 
they should all have gone one way: the whole 
Judes of the land, with most of the lawyers 
und the whole clerks; and as the wretch bime- 
self that is in the Tower duth conteuss, it was 
purposely devised by them, and concluded to 
be done in this house: that where the crucl 
laws (as they say) were made against their re= 
higion, Loth place and persons should all be 
destroyed and blown up at once. And then 
consider therewithal the cruel sort of that prac- 
tice: for by three different sorts in vencral 
!may mankind be put to death. The 1st, b 
, other men, aud reasonable creatures, whica 
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1s least crucl; for then both defence of inen 
against men may be expected; and likewise 


-who knoweth what pity God may stir up in 


the hearts of the actors at the very instant? 
Besides the raany wavs and means whereby 
men may escape in such a present fury. And 


‘the 2nd way more cruel than that, is by ani- 


mal and uureasonable creatures: for as they 
have less pity than men, so it is a greater hor- 
ror, aud more unnatural for men to deal with 
them; but yet with them both resistance may 
avail, and also some pity tnay be had, as was 
in the lions, in whose den Daniel was thrown ; 
or that thankful lion that had the Roman slave 
in his mercy. But the 3rd, the most cruel and 
unmerciful of all, is the destruction by insensi- 
ble and inanimate things; and amongst them 
all, the most cruel are the two elements of 
water and fire; and of those two the fire most 
raging and merciless. 2ndly, how wondertul 
it is when you shall think upon the small, or 


“rather no ground, whereupon the practisers 


were enticed to invent this tragedy. For if 
these conspirators had only been bankrupt 
persons, or discontented upon occasion of any 
diserace done unto them; this might have 
sccmed to have been but a work of revenge. 
But for my own part, as [ scarcely ever knew 
any of them; so cannot they alledge so much 
as a pretended cause of grief: and the wretch 
himself, in bands, doth confess, that there 
was no canse moving him or them, but 
meerly and only reluion. And specially, 
that christian men, at least so called, English- 
men, born within the country, and one of 
the specials of them, mv sworn servant in an 
hon. place, should practice the destruction of 
their Lae his posterity, their country and all; 
whereiu their following obstinacy is so joined 
to their former malice, as the tellow himself 
that is in hand, cannot be moved to discover 
any signs or notes of repentance; except this, 
that he doth yet stand to avow, that he re- 
pents only for not being able tu perform his 
mtent, 3rdly, The discovery hereof is not a 
little wonderful, which would be thought the 
more miraculous by you all, if you were as 
well acquaimted with my natural disposition, as 
those are who be near about me. For as I 
ever did hold suspicion ta be the sickness of a 
tyrant; so was E so fur upon the other extre- 
mity, as I rather contemned all advertiscments, 
or apprehensions of practices. And yet now, 
at this time, was I su tur contrary to myself, 
as when the letter was shewed to me by my 
secretary, wherein a general, obscure adver- 
tiscment was given of some dangerous blow at 
this time; I did upon the instant interpret and 
apprchend some dark phrases therein, con- 
trary to the ordinary grammar-construction of 
them, (and in another sort than I am sure any 
divine, or lawyer in any university would have 
taken them) to be ineant by this horrible form 
of blowing us up all by powder; and there- 
upon ordered that search to be made, whereby 
the matter was discovered, and the man ap- 
prehended: whereas if I had apprehended or 
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iat Hic it to any other sort of danger, no 


| 


a ee 
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worldly provision or prevention could have 
made us escape our utter destruction! aod m 
that case, there was a wonderfal providence 
of God, that when the party himself was 
taken, he was but new come out of his house 
from working, having his fire-work for kindling 
ready in his pocket; wherewith, as he con- 
fesseta, if he had been taken but immediately 
before, when he was in the house, he was re- 
solved to have blown up himself with his 
takers. One thing, for my own part have I 
cause to thank God in; that if God, for our 
sins, had suffered their wicked intents to have 
prevailed, it should never have been spoken 
nor written in ages succeeding, that I had died 
ingloriously in an ale-house, a stews, or such 
vile place; but mine end should have been 
with the most honourable and best company, 
and in that most honourable and fittest place 
tor a king to be in, for doing the turns most 
proper to his office: aud the more have we all 
cause to thank and magnify God for this his 
merciful delivery, ‘ And specially I for my part, 
that he hath given me yet once leave, what- 
svever should come of me hereafter, to as 
semble you in this honourable place; and here 
in this place, where our general destryction 
should have been, to maguity and praise him 
for our gencral delivery; that I may justly 
now say of mine enemies and yours, as David 
doth often say in the Psalms, ¢ Inciderunt in 
foveam, quam feccrunt.’? And since Scipio an 
Ethnick, led by the light of nature, that day 
when he was accused by the tribunes of the 
people of Rome, for mispending and wasting 
in his Punic wars the city’s treasure, even upou 
the sudden brake out with that diversion ut 
them from that matter, calling them to re- 
mermbrance how that day was the day of the 
year, whercin God hath given them so great 
a victory against Hanmbal; and therefore it 
was fitter for them all, leaving other matters 
to run to the temple to praise God for that so 
great delivery, hich the people did all fullow 
with one applause: how much more cause hare 
we, that are christians, to bestow this time in 
this place tor thanksgiving to God for his great 
mercy, though we had had no other errand of 
assembling here at this time; whercin it I have - 
spoken more hke a divine, than would secm 
tu belong to this place, the matter itself must 
lead for mine excuse: for being here come to 
thank God for a divine work of his mercy; 
how can I speak of this deliverance of us from 
so hellish a practice, so well, as in language 
of divinity, which is the direct opposite to so 
damnable an intention? And therefore may I 
justly end this purpose, as I did begin it with , 
tlils sentence, The mercy of God is above all 
his works, It resteth now, that I should in- 
form you what is to be done hereafter, upon 
the occasion of this horrible and strange accr 
dent. As for your part, that are my faithful 
and loving subjects of all degrees, I know that 
your hearts are so burnt up with zeal in this 
errand, and your tengues so ready to uttef 
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goer dutiful dffections, ahd your hands and 
teet so bent to concur in the execution thereof, 
(for which as I need not to spur you, so 
can I not but praise you for the same) 
as it may very well be possible, that the 
zeal of your hearts shall make some of you in 
your speeches, rashly to blame such as may be 
snnocent of this attempt. But upon the other 
part I wish you to consider, that I would be 
sorry that any being innocent of this practice, 
either domestical or foreign, should receive 
blame or harm for the same. For although it 
cahuot be denied, that it was the only blind 
8 tiuen of their errors in religion, that 

them to this desperate device, yet doth 
it nut follow, that all professing that Ro- 
mish religion were guilty of the same. For 
@s it is true, that no other sect of heretics, 
mot excepting Turk, Jew, nor Pagan, no not 
even those of Calicute who adore the devil, 
did ever maintain by the grounds of their re- 
digion, that it was lawful, or rather meritorious 
{as the Romish catholics eall it) to murder 
princes or people for quarrel of religion. And 
although particular men of all professions of 
religion have been some. thieves, some mur- 
thercrs, some traitors; yet ever when they 
came to their end and just punishment, they 
cohfessed their fault to be in their nature, and 
not in their profession: (these Romish ca- 
tholies only excepted) yet it is true on the 
other side, that many honest men blinded, 
peradventure, with some opinions of popcry, 
as if they be not found in the questions of the 
real presence, or in the number of the sacra- 
aaents, or some such school question; yet do 
they either not know, of at least, nut believe 
all the true grounds of popery, which is indeed, 
the mystery of imquity. And therefore do 
we justly confess, that many papists, especi- 
elly our fore-fathers, laying their only trust 
aurpon Christ and his merits at their last breath, 
may be, and oftentimes are snved; detesting 
an that pont, and thinking the cruelty of pu- 
ritans worthy of fire, that will admit no sal- 
vation to sy papist. I therefore tins do 
conclude this point; that as upon the one 
gurt many honest men, seduced with some 
errors of popery, may yet reinam good and 
faithfal subjects: so upon thre other part, none 
of those that truly know and believe the whole 
grounds, and school conclusions of their doc- 
trine, ¢an ever prove either goud christians, 
" or faithful subjects. And for the part of fo- 
reiga princes and states, I may so much the 
gnore acquit them and their ministers, of their 
knowledge and consent to any such villainy; 
as I may justly say, that m that point I better 
kaow ail christian kings by myself, that no 
king mor prince of honour will ever abase him- 
geit so much, as to think a good thought of 
so base and dishonourable a treachery: wish- 
ang you therefore, that as God hath given me 
an happy and amity, with all other 
ehristian princes my neighbours; (as was even 
how very gravely told you by my lord chanc.) 
=? you will revergatly jedge and speak of 

OL. 1. 


them in this case. And for my part I would 
wish with those ancient philosophers, tliat there 
were a chrystal window in my breast, wherem 
all my people might see the secretest thoughts 
of my heart; for then might you all see no 
alteration in my mind for this accident, fuse 
ther than in those two points. The 1st, cau- 
tion and weariness in govt. to discover and 
search out the mysteries of this wickedness as 
far as may be: the other, after due trial, sé 
verity of punishment upon those that may be 
found guilty of so detestable and unheard-of 
villamy. And now in this matter, if I have | 
troubled your ears with an abrupt speech, un- 
digested in any good method or order; you 
have to consider that an abrupt, and unad- 
vised speech doth best become the relation of 
so abrupt and unorderly an accident. And 
although EF have ordained proroguing of this 
parl. until after Christmas, upon two necessa 
respects: whereof the first is, that neither 
nor my council can have leisure, at this time, 
both to take order, for the apprehension and 
trial of these conspirators, and also to wait 
upon the daily affairs of the parl. as the coun- 
cil must do: and the other reason 1s, the ne 
cessity, at this time, of divers of your pre» 
sences in your shires that have charges ot 
commandments there. For as these wretches 
thought to have blown up in @ manner the 
whole world of this island; every man bei 
now come up here, either for public causes o 
arl. or else for their own private causes im 
aw, or otherwise: so these rebels that now 
wander through the conntry, could never have 
gotten so fit a time of safety in their pas- 
sage, or whatsoever unlawful actions, as now 
when the country by the foresaid occasion i8 
in a manner left desolate, and waste unto 
them. Besides that, it may be that I shall 
desire you at your next session, to take upon 
you the judgment of this crime: tor as so 
extraordinary a fact deserves extraordinary 
judgment: so can there not [ think (follows 
even their own iule) be a fitter judgment foe 
them, than they should be measured with the 
saine measure wherewith they thought to meas 
sure us; and that the same place and persons, 
whom they thought to destroy, should be the 
just avengers of their so unnatural a parricide r 
yet not knowing that I will have occasion to 
meet with you, myself, in this place, at the 
beginuine of the next session of this parl.; 
(because if it had vot heen for delivering of 
the articles agreed upon by the commissioners. 
of the anion, which was thought most conve< 
nient to be done in my presence, where both 
head and members of the part. were met toe — 
gether, my presence had not otherwise beea 
requisite here at this time) I have therefore 
thought good for conclusion of this meeting, 
to discourse to you somewhat anent the true 
nature and definition of a parl.; which I will 
remit to your memories, till your next sitting 
down, that you may then make use Of it ag 
occasion shall be ministered, For albert, 
it ea that at the first session of my 
3 
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‘first parl. which was not long ‘after mine 
‘entry into this kingdom ; it could not become 
tie to inform you of any thing belonging to 
Jaw or state here; (for all knowledge must ei- 
sther be infused or acquired, aud secing the for- 
mer sort thereofis now, with prophesie, ecased 
in the world; it could not be possible tur me, 
at iny firstentry here, before expemence had 
.taught it me, to be able to understand the par- 
tacular mysteries of this state) yet now that I 
_ have reigned almost three years amongst you, 

“end have been carctul to observe those things 
thut belong to the ofiice of a king; albeit, that 
‘unc be but a@ short time fer experience in 
ethers; yetin aking may be thought a rea- 
sonalle long time, especially in me, who al- 
though [ be but in a manner a new king here, 
- yet have been long acquainted with the oftice 
ofa king in such another kingdom, as doth 
nearest of all others agree with the laws and 
customs of this state. Remitting to vour con- 
sideration, to judge of that which hath been 
concluded by the commissioners of the union, 
wherein I am at this tune to signify unto you, 
that as [ can bear wituess to the furesaid com- 
anissioners, that they have not agreed. nor con- 
cluded therein any thing, wherein they bave 
Mot jorescen as well the weal and commodity 
of the one country, as of the other; so can they 
#t] bear ine record, that I was so far from pres- 
sing them to agree to any thing, which might 
“brag wath it any prejudice to this people; as 
by the contrary I did ever admonish them, ne- 
ver ty conclude upon any such umn, as might 
carry hurt or gradge with it to cither of the said 
nations: for the leaving of any such thing, could 


and -burgésses for the towns. But because the 

number would be infinite for all the. gentlemen 

and burgesses to be present at every park. there- 
fore a certain number is selected and chosen 
out of that great body, serving only fur that parl. 
where their persons are the representation of 
that body.— Now the matters whereof they are 
to treat ought therefore to be general, and ra- 
ther of such matters as cannot well be per- 
formed without the asscmbiing of that general 
body) and no more of these yenerals neither, 
than necessity shall require: fur as ‘ in corrap- 
tissima republica sunt plurime leges:’ so doth 
the lite and strength of the law consist not m 
heaping up infinite and confused numbers ot 
laws, but im the right interpretation and good 
execution of good and whulesome laws. If this 
be so then, neither is this a place on the one 
side, for every rash and barebrained fellow & 
propone new laws of his own invention: nay ra 


ther could I avish these busy heads to remember 


that law of the Lacedemonians, that whusoevcr 
came to propone a new law to the people, he- 
hoved publicly to present himself with a rope 
about his neck, that in case the law were not ab 
lowed, he should be hanged therewith. So wary 
should men be of proponing novelties, but most 
of all not to propone any bitter or seditious 
laws, which can produce nothing but grudges 
and discuntentment between the prince and his 
people: nor yet is it on the other side, a con 
venient place for private men under the colour 
of general laws, to propone nothing but ther 


‘ own particular gain, either to the hurt of their 


not but be the greatest hindrance that might be | 


to such an action, which God by the Jaws of 
aature had provided to be in his own time, and 
hatch now mm elicct perfected in ny person; to 
which purpose my lord chancellor bath better 
spoken, than Dam able to relate.—.A\nd as to 
the nature of this biyh court of part. it 1s nothing 
else but the king’s great council; which the 
king doth assemble either upon occasion of in- 
terpreting, or abrogating old laws, or making 
of new, according as ill manners shall deserve, 
or tor the public punishinent of netorivus evil- 
doers, or the praise and reward of the virtuous 
and well-deservers; wherein these four things 
are to be considered : Ast, whereof this court 
is composed : Qudly, what matters are proper 
Jor it: Srdlv, to what end it is ordained, And 
4thly, what are the means and ways whereby 
this end should be brought to pass—aAs for 
tie thing itself, it is compused of a head and 
# body: the head is the king, the body arc the 
members of the parl. This body agama is sub- 
divided into two parts; the upper and lower 
house: the upper compounded pardy of nobi- 
lity, tempurtd men, who are herctable counsel- 
lors: w the lngh court of parl. by the honour 
gt their creauun and lands: and partly of bps. 
x ace men, wha are likewise by rhe virtue.of 
their place and dignity counsellors, lite-renters, 
or ‘ad vitain’ yt this court. The other house 
i gompposed vi knights of the shire; and gentry, 


a 


private neighbours, or to the hurt of the whole 
state in general; which many times, under far 
and pleasing titles, are smoothly passed over, 
and so by stealth procured, without considera- 
tion that the private meaning of them tendeth 
to nothing but either to the wreck of a coh 
cular party, or else under colour of public bene 
fit co pill the poor people, and serve as it were 
for a gencral impost upon them for filling the 
purses of some private persons.—And so the end 
for which the parl. is ordained, being only tor 
the advancement of God’s glory, and the esta 
blishment and wealth of the king and his peo- 
ple: it is no place then for pnrticular men to 
utter there their private conccits, nor for sats- 
faction of their curiosities, and Icast of all to 
make shew of their eloquence by tyning the 
time with long studied and eloquent orations. 
No, the reverence of God, their king, and their 
country being well settled in their hearts, will 
make them ashamed of such toys; and remem- 
ber that they are there as sworn counsellors to 
their king, to give their best advice tor tbe fur- 
therance of his service, and the flourishing weal 
of his estate.—And lastly, if you will mgbtly 
consider the means and ways how to bring all 
your labours tu a good end; you must remem 
ber, that you are here assembled hy your law- 
ful king to give him your best advices, in the 
matters proposed-by him. unto you, being of 
that nature, which | have already told, where» 
you are gravely to deliberate, and, upon your 
consciences, plainly to:determinc how far thos 


¢ 
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things propounded do agree with the weal, both 
of your king and of your country, whose weals 


in the trving whereof, now I hope, by your ex-. 
pertence of my behaviour and form of govt.’ 


you are well enouch cleared, and resolved.” 

{t scems as if the parl. met, at this tine, oaly 
to have the torryoig Declarations made to’ 
them, by the king and the lord chancellors 

(for they were instantly prorogued to the 2nd . 
of Jaa. followmg ; and from thence to the 21st 
of the same month, On which last mentioned 
day, the Lords being met, a motion was inade 
by the archbishop ot Canterbury (Richard Ban’ 
croft,) “ Thats Committee might be appointed 
to consider the laws already in force, that tend 
to the preservation of Religiun, his Majesty, the 
State and Commonweath, What defears are 
in the execution of them, or what new laws - 
may be thought needful.” This motion being © 
seconded by the bp. of Londun, Rd. Vaughan, : 


tullowed by Cecil earl of Salisbury, a Cominit+ 
tee was immediately appuinted fur that pure 
pose, 

Proceedings relative to the Pojish ee 
The Lord Chancellor gave directivn to the clerk 
of pari. to take special notice of the names of’ 
such Lords as should rail in their appearance 
this session; having u9 license trou his maj. 
for their ubscnce. This was done, no doubt, 
because soine of the peers were then suspected 
to be concerned in the late Plot; and sume 
were taken up for it atterwards, as will appear 
in the sequel.—aA_ Bill was also read a tirse 
tune, ¢ Por preserving and restoring to the Crown 
the true and ancient Royalties appertaining to 
the sane.’ In the Commons, we tind, that 
the business of the Popisbh Blot was the first 
thing, also, that they went upon. Jan. 21st 
sir George Moore made a motion, out of a: 
deep sense of the late Conspiracy ; ** the like 
whercaf, he said, never came upon the stage of * 
the world.”—Other broken hints of uiis speech 
are thus entered.—“ No hour too soon for such 
a motion, Encouragement to papists, inpunity 
and delay.—‘ Hoimines qui ex traude, fallacia, 
mendacus, consistere videbantur.— l‘antumne 
religio patuit suadere malorum ?*—To enter inta 
considcration, what course inay be fittest to 
settle the safety of the king, and prevent the 
danger of papistical practices.”—This speech 
was seconded by sir Fra. Hastings; he spoke 
of three duties: to God, and the king, to God: 
and ourselves. Ordered fuur others to consi- 
deration: the Plot, the Carriage of the Plot, 
the Discovery, and the Delivcrance.—Plor, 
popish, dangerous, and desperate.—Aficrwards, . 
the Solicitor General said, That a word,. in. 
time, was like apples of gold furnished with - 
pictures of silver. That these state-monks hack 
cot a new divinity. Ist was lawtul for them to 
he, to dissemble before a magistrate, to kill. 
an heretick.—The result of all was, ‘‘ That wo 
large Committee was appointed to consider of* 
some course, for the tunely and severe pro- 
ceeding against Jesuits, Seminaries, and all 
other Popish Agents and. Practisers; and for 
the preventing and suppressing all their Plots” 
and Practices.” 


To go through each days. proccedings in both, 


cannot be seperated. And as for myselt, the 
world shall ever bear me witness, that [ never 
shall propone any thing unto you, which shall 
not as well tend to the weal publick, as to any 
benefit fur mc: so shall IT ever oppone myself 
to that, which may not tend to the guod of the 
commonwenrlth, for the whien I am ordained, 
as I have often said., And as you are to vive | 
baa advice in such things as shall by your king 
proposed: so is it on your part your duties 
to propone any thing that you can, atter ma- 
ture deliberation, judge to be needful, either 
tor those ends already spoken of, or otherwise 
for the discovery of any latent evil in the king- 
dom, which peradventure may not have come 
to the king’s ear. ‘If this then ought to be your 
grave manner ot proceeding in this place, men 
should be ashamed to make shew of the quick- 
ness of their wits here, either in taunting, 
seofiing, or detracting the prince or state in any 
oint, or yet in breaking jests upon their fel- 
ows, for which the ordinaries or alehouses are 
fitter placcs, than this honourable and high 
court of parl. In conclusion then, since you 
ure to break up, for the reasons I have already 
told you,.[ wish such of you as have any charges 
jn your countries, to hasten you hone for the 
repressing of the insolencies of these rebels, 
and apprchension of their persons; wherein as 
I heartily pray tu the Alimghty for your pros- 
perous success, so do I not doubt, but we shall 
shortly hear the good news of the same; and 
that you shall have an happv return, and meet- 
ing here to all our comforts.”—{Here the lord 
chancellor spake touching the proroguing of 
the parl. And having done, his maj. rose azain 
and said,]—‘ Since it pleased God to grant 
mac two such notable delivcrers upon one day 
of the week, which was Tuesday, and likewise 
one day of the month, which was the fifth; 
thereby to teach me, that as it was the same 
devil that still persecuted me; so it was the 
same God that still mightily delivered me; I 
thought it thereture not amiss, that the ane 
and twentieth dav of Jan. which falls to be upon 
Tuesday, should be the day of meeting of this 
next session of parl. hoping and assuring my- 
self, that the same God, who hath now granted 
me and vou all so gracious and notable a deli- 
very, Shall prosper all our affairs at that next 
session, and bring them to an happy conclusion. 
Aud now [ consider God hath well provided it 
‘that the ending of this parl. hath been so long 
continued ; tor as for my own part, T never had 
any other intention, but only to seek so tar my 
weal and prosperity, as might conjunectly stand 
with the flounshing state of the whole common- 
wealth, as [ have often told you: so on the 
other part I confess, if 1 had been in your 
places at the beginning of this parl. (which was 
sq soon after mine entry into this kingdom, 
wherein ye could not pussiblv have so pertect 
a knowledge of mine inclination, as experience 
since hath taught you) I could not but have 


suspected, and misinterpreted divers things ; 
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Journals, would he too tedious. We shalt 
therefore only cull out of them the mést re- 
markable instances, and which are sufficiently 
historical fur our purpose. The Popish Piot 
was the thing most at heart; and this parl. 
laboured to fix some indelible mark of their re- 
s¢ntment on such an infamous intention, Se- 
veral cunspirators had now bcen taken, some 
others were killed in endeavouring to make 
their escape ; and we are told by Wilson, the 
writer of this reign, (though it is not mentioned 
in the Journals) that the earl of Northumber- 
land, Henry lord Mordaunt, and Edward lord 
Stourton, three popish lords, being suspected 
tq have knowledge of this conspiracy, were all 
committed to the Tower. One great cause of 
the suspicion, was, their not coming to parl. 
according to summons; but, nothing more he- 
ing proved against them, after some imprison- 
ment, the two barons were redeemed, by fine 
in the Star-Chamber; but the earl continued 
@ prisoner there for many years after. 

These were all the ooblemen that were sus- 
pected; as for the inferior sort, they were 
tried and condemned at common Jaw: but be- 
fore their execution was awarded, the parl. 
thinking the ordinary punishment too light for 
the offence, the Lords appointed a Coinmittee 
to consider what punishments extraord:nary 
were fit to be ordaimed for these offenders. 
They had made some progress in this mnatter, 
when the abp. of Canterbury, the first of the 
said cormmmittec,. though it was an affair of 
blood, reported to the house, “ That having 
asked the opinion of the lord chicf justice of 
Englaad in that matter; and being informed 
by him that the execution of the said traitors 
might: not conveniently be deferred, the com- 
mittee had forborne any further procceding 
therein.” : : 

The Commons werc no less anxious: for on 
the 24th of Jan. sir Thomas Holcroft put the 
house in mind, “ That Richard If. built a 
wooden house, and there the king and part, 
sat when offenders were judged. .This tended 
to have the miners, in the late Plot, tried in 
the sume manner; which, he said, was not 
without precedent; and therefore desired that 
the king might be petitioned about it.”—SirR. 


‘Wingtield moved for ‘a form of punishment 


equal to the greatness of the fact. He said, 
the Scripture had cxamples of extraordinary 
punishments for extraordinary offences. And. 


_ moved, That a short act might be made for 


the punisliment of the miners ; and some extra- 
ordinary punishment set down init. But no 
petition to the king about it, for he was so com- 
pounded of mercy and pity, that he will deny 
31t."——Sir Rohert Higham argued against these 
motions; and said, “ That the common law 
shauld have its procceding first, and then this 
court might add a confirmation of it.”—Mr. 
Fuller, on the same side, moved, ‘ That all 
the house might be present and hear the ar- 
Taigument; and that, afterwards, a law might 
be made _for the punishment, the judgment 
being respited.”-—The Speaker said, “ That 
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those who were already dead were to be at 
tainted by the house, and evidence against 
them given at the bar; for the rest a confr- 
mation of the attainders was sufficient.”—Mr. 
Wiseman moved, That the house might be 
present at the trials, and places provided for 
them; and that judgment should be respited ; 
afterwards, they might think of a judgment im 
the house, their consciences being informed by 
the hearing.—Mr. Solicitor was t peti- 
tioning for stay of judgment; and observed, 
‘‘ That there was no precedent when one com- 
mission and court had heard fai, aoa that 
another should mterpose themselves to stop 
judement.”—Lastly, sir Rob. Litton told the 
house, * That the interest the parl. bad in tins 
affair, made them no competent judges of it” 
—Upon the whole, the question was put, 
Whether to petition the king that judgment 
inight be stayed after trial? Lt was resolved in 
the negative. o. 

However, to do something in the. matter, the 
Commons framed, read, and passed a bill, and 
sent it up to the Lords, on the 25th of Jan. 
entitled, ‘ An Act for appomting a ‘Ubhanksgy- 
ing to Almighty God, every year, on the Sth of 
Nov.’ The messengers which brought this bill 
up to the Lords told them, “ That the whole 
body of the Commons, having entered into 
consideration of the great blessing of God, a 
the happy preservation of his maj. and the 
state, from the late most dangerous Trcasou, 
intended to have been atteinpted by tbe insti- 
gation of jesui's, seminaries, and Ronwish 
priests; had framed and passed the said bill, 
in their house, as the first-fruits of their la- 
bonrs in this session of parl.; which they did 
very earnestly recommend to their lordships.” 
The Lords returned the compliment, by read- 
ing and passing the bill in three days, without 
ever going into a conmittee u 
this act stands the first in the printed Statutes 
of this session. 

Both Houses passed another bill for the 
‘ Attninder of the Offenders in the late Trea- 
son.’ The Lords next proceeded to consider 
the motion made by the ahp. of Canterbory, 
on the first day of this session, concerning the 
laws already in force against Papists, &c. And 
accordingly we find, that Feb. 1st, he made a 
Report to the House of what had been done 
in that committee: and then presented a sbort 
note, containing the heads of the said laws 
now in being.—The next day, the Lords being 
informed that the Commons were upon a bill 
to the same purpose, and that they were reedy 
to bring it up to their house, they sent a mes 
sage to them, to desire a Conference. Thus 
proposal was accepted of, and several mect- 
ings of the committees of hath houses were 
had about it; the result of all was, the sear 
two new acts, one entitled ‘ An Act for dis- 
covering and repressing of. Popixh Recusants; 
and the other called, An Act to prevent and 
avoid: Dangers which may grow by Popisd 
‘Recusants.’ 
Bill relating te Purveyance.] - We have 


n it. And. 
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a Supply to be granted this session; by a mes- 
sage sent from the Commons ta the Lords, on 
the 12th of Feb. importing, “ That they had 
received sigaification, with much joy, by their 
Speaker, of his maj.’s gracious acceptation of 
their humble offer, in. matter of Subsidies; and 
withal that bis. uaj. is well pleased that consi- 
_ deration may be bed of the grievances arising 
by Purveyance. They therefore proposed a 
onference, by comauittees of buth houses, to 
consider of these two weighty articles.” This 
request was assented to by the Lords, and a 
tune appointed for the Conference; but we 
hear no more of the Supply. till near the end 
of this session. The other business concern- 
ing the King’s Purveyors was an ancicut branch 
of the royal prerogative, and therefore was ta 
be tenderly dealt with. Many conferences 
wero held about it, between the wwo houses; 
at last a bil) was passed by the Commons, and 
fent up, intited ‘ An Act for the better execu- 
tipn of sundry, statutes touching Purveyors and 
Cart-Takers.’ On the @nd reading of which 
by the Lords, it was committed; byt, on a 
motion of the lord trensurer, it was agreed, by 
that house, “ That the Judzes and the king’s 
Jearned council, who were. ordered to attend 
the committee, should consider before-band of 
the said ball of Purveyors, for the better intor- 
mation of their lordships at the meeting of the 
committee.” April 10th, the abp. of Canter- 
bury reported from thence, that the Attorney 
Gencral had made it appear to the Committeo, 
that the bill was very defective and inconve- 
nient; whereupon it was agreed: to proceed no 
farther therein.—But we find that the Com- 
mons were not willing to let the matter drop 
so easily; for before the session was ended, 
they. had prepared a new bill, to the same 
gala as the former, which passed, their 
ouse, and was sent up to the Lords. Upon 
this a long debate ensued ; and the question 
being put, Whether the said second bill might, 
by order of the housc, be admitted, the fur- 
mer having been rejected? It was carrigd in 
the negative; and a memorandum was enter- 
ed, by order of the Lords, as a general direc- 
tion for the future. 

Proceedings on the Supply.| February 
10th. The business of a, Supply was moved 
for in.the Commons, by sir Thomas Ridge- 
way; the broken hints of whose speech, in 
ther Journals, may, be thus connected. ‘ He 
dwelt upon the blessings they enjoyed under 
the present ¢-vt.; and yet the king had been 
at great charge to sustain it: for, though we 
have ‘ pacer externam et internam;’ yet the 
faneral of the late queen, the entrance of his 
present maj, into this. kingdom, with that of the 
queen and priace, all at duferent times; the en- 
tertainment of foreign ambagsadors; the mass 
of treasure which had been exhausted in Ire- 
land ; her maj.’s lying-in; the great charge of 
the housebold; wath the largesses or rewards, 
which had been. bestowed on. particular per- 
sans, of both.pations, had. much ipapovedshed 
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the king’s treasury.* The cougmonwealth was 
obliged to lightea this burden; as Moses said, 
‘ How can he alone bear their strifes and, 
incummbrances, &c.’ Lastly, be added, thay 
whatever the offer was fro bis subjects, the, 
king would say ‘ suthcit’ to it; aad therefore 
moved, that a Comuyittee might be immedi- 
ately appointed to draw up a bill for a Supply.” 
This motion was seconded by sur Maunca 
Berkley ; and, atterwarda by sr Edw. Mone. 
tague, who begun with urging two duties:. 
fear God and honour the King. That we owe, 
hiwa love, reverence, obedjcuce, apd thank~. 
fulness for his truth and justice. That tha, 
freedom of the gift ought to be equal to the, 
greatness of the givers; and that it should be 
speedy and cheartul. Lastly, his motion wag 
for two Subsidies and four 15ths; two of which 
were to be paid at Engter, and a Subsidy ag. 
Michaelmas. Mr. Bond began with enue. 
rating the many benefits they reaped by his. 
maj.’s reiga. That of a weak, techle and 
breathless state, it was become the most opus 
lent, rich and mighty ejnpire of any ig, 
Christeudom. That we owed’‘ anjmaum deo, 
corpus regi,’ who was ‘non Subsidium tantum, 
sed Presidiuin,’ in time of peace. . That they. 
ought tp fill the king’s coffers first, and make 
him ‘ fidus depositorius.’ Sir Win. Strowd, 
sir Hen. Poole, and sir Nath. Hacon, spoke: 
for a Supply; the last urged that some consis. 
derations ought to be had in the 15thg; fewer. 
of these and more Subsidies granted, because: 
Subsidies were less iu value than formerly. 
Sir Fra, Hastings said, “ That they ought to 
offer love tor love. Thereture. he was tur two 
Subsidies and four 15ths. ‘ Amor civinm, regi, 
inexpugnabile munimentum.’ That pcage wag, 
not hereditary ; and we oucht to provide before+. 
hand. The strength of the king’s hands -was. 
the hearts of his people. ‘ Ad oumuem even-- 
tuin,’ to give; and that ‘ qui cito dat, bis-dat,” 
There are more short hints of arguments used, 
for granting a Supply, by several other mem- 
bers; in which ane were only two, sir Geo. 
Moore, and sir Edwin Sandys, that were for 
moderating the first proposal. The former 
said, “ That ‘citra et ultra,’ there. were buunds 
in all things: ‘ Malus miles qui imperatorem 
suum gemens sequitur.” The other, urged 
this adage, “ largire de te, fili;’ give of your 
own, son; the poverty of the land ought to 
be considered, and as much eased as may be.” 
Upon the whole a grand Committee. was re- 
solved on, and appointed to cunsider of a bill 
for a Supply, and whcther it should be for 
two Subsidies and four 15ths, or not. 

Feb. 11.. The Speaker intarmed the house, 


*T he different sums of these expences are. thus. 
given us iq the Commans: Journals, viz, the 
late queen’s debts, 490,0001.; the. king,-queen, 
and prince’s entrayce, 10,0001. ; the late queen’s. 
funeral, 20,0001.; coronation of the king and 
queen, 20,0001.; gifts to ambassadoss, &c. 
40,0001.; expences in Ireland for faur years, 


alee ad ah as 
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« That he had been sent for to the king, who ; deliberately considered of the Commons Mes: 


told him that he had been made acquainted 
with the proceeding of the house in regard to ; 


‘the Supply; and takes more Joy tn the man- | 


ner, than if the value or ten times as much | 
had fallen unto him bv any other accident. 
That the king had three causes for his accept- 
ance of it. 1. Because it is done out of love, 
and without demand. 2. For the concurrence | 
in speech, and votes amongst them: ¢ in 
eodem sensu ;’ alike thanks tor both. <A dis- 
may to the opposites. 3. For, that it was 
done in @ more speedy manner than ever 
heretofore. That he would charge and change 
the property of his own estate ; and would ex- 

e his person to danger for their good. | 
hat no man was more sensible of it, either in 
that house or in the commonwealth ; and, 
lastly, desired that a committce might be 
named to make demands and propositions.” 
But of more of this in the sequel. 

The King’s Message relating to Abuses in 
Excommunication.} Some Ecclesiastical Affairs 
happened in this session deserving our notice. 
Apni 1, the abp. of Canterbury acquainted 
the Lords, “ That his maj. had given him di- 
rection tu let them understand he was informed 
of great Abuses concerning Exconmunication, 
granted by Ecclesiastical ‘Otticers, very often 
upon trivial matters. And though contempts 
génerally, of great or less quality, be punish- 
able by the laws of the realm, according to | 
their several natures; yet, considering Excom- 
munication is the srentest censure that can be 
given, his maj. holds the same untit to be 
used but in great matters. ‘Therefore, althongh 
his maj. doth desire that the said jurisdiction 
ecclesiastical may be maintained and uphold- 
en, in all respects, as is fit; yet, to remedy 
this inconvenience, it wus his maj.’s desire 
that a bill might be framed for that purpose.” 
The House immediately ordered that some of 
the judges, and learned civilians, should at- 
, tend the abp. to consider of a project for 
drawing a bill. concerning the said matter of 
Excommunication. 

Lhe Commons propose a farther Reformation 
an Ecclestastival Matters. | April 5. A mes- 
sage was scnt from the Commons to the Lords, 
to desire a conference with them touching 
Ficclesiastical Matters. The Answer was, 
-“ That although the Lords were willing to 
grant their request, yet, for that their propo- 
sition was very general, thev desired to know 
the particulars of it, that they might ne the 
better prepared’ for the conference.2 Ou 
which the ‘Commons returned Answer, “ That 
the Canses whereon they desired Conterence 
were four, viz. 1. The Silencing of Ministers. 
2. The Multiplicity of Ecclesiastical Commis- 
sions, 8, The Manners of Citations. And, 4. 
The Point of Excommunicauon.” Hereupon, ay 
great dchate arising, whether they should agrec 
to such a conicrende, or not? The farther re 
solution therein was deferred till the néxt deiy. 

. April 8th. An Answer was sent to the Com- 
mons, uaporting, “ That the Lords, having 


‘sage about a conference on the four Ecclesi-- 
astical points they sent them, had agreed to 
, the saine and appointed a committee “accords 
incly.” Answer was immediately returned 


‘from the Lower House, ‘“ That they gave - 
|most hearty thanks to their lordships, for’ 
having, with such alacrity, signified their con- 
| sent for ‘this conference; and that they would 
| most readily join with them, and impart the 


| erievances occurring. 


i 


in these Ecclesiastical 
Matters. But that they cannot give a ineet- 
inc, either of this day or the next; because 
‘ they had appointed other special business on 


cee days, for ‘his inaj.’- service, which was 


a ney cece 
SS + 


to go upon the hill of Subsidy, and a Call of 
their House. Whereupon the | ath of Apnil 
was appointed for that purpose.” 

The same day that. the former Resolution 
was taken, the Lord Chancellor delivered a 
inessage from the king to this effect; * That 
his maj. having received know iedze of the 
discreet and respccttul proceedings of their 
lordships,- concerning the conference required 
by the other house, touching Matters Ecclesi- 
astical, had commanded him to’sizuity to them 
his most gracious acceptance of the same. 
With thanks and acknowledeme nt of his love 
and enod will, to allthe lords in general, for 
their regard to his P: ‘erogative. And therem, 
us well those who were willing to yield to the 
conference, as those that were against it, 
For that his maj. did observe on either part, 
arguments of equal love and duty towards him, 
for the preservation of the suid Prerogative ; 
of which he would ever retain a grateful 
remembrance.” : 

‘The business of. the Can terenes between 
both houses was now proceeded in.- Accord- 
ingly, on the 17th of April, the abp. acquaint- 
ed the house that several bps. had been chosen 
to manage that conference; of whom, 1. 
Touching. the Silencing of Ministers, was to be 
spoken to by himsclt.: 2. Concerning the 
Multiplicity of Commissions, by the bishops of 
Winchester and Exeter. 3. Touching Cita- 
trons, by the anes of Bath and Wells, Car- 
lisle and Ely. 4. Aud Excommunication, by 
the bishops of St. David's and Hereford, Li- 
berty was also reserved for the abp. to speak 
to any points as he thought fit, as well as to 
that allotted ta him. Whereupon, the house 
came to a Resolution that some answer should, 
be made to the Commons as that day, but it 
was not intended or expected that they should 
be informed whether the Lords would: join 
ornot join ina Petition with the Lower House ; 
but only that the bps. should speak to the’ four’ 
points, and leave the other, of Petition, to he 
determined by the whole house, with reserve, 
stili of reply to any of the points aforesaid. 
We arc left in the dark as to what was done or 


said at these Canferences, which were several > : 


only, that the bps. who were managers, made 
their Report to the house, that they had de- 
bated the four points; and the whole result 
way, Ubat a bill was brought in aud. passed inta 
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-@ law, touching a Restraint ef Excommuni- | affirmative. 
This had « “ That his maj. bid them call to mind, that in 


-cations in Ecclesiastical Courts. 


PARL. HISTORY, $ James I. 1605.—Procecdings on, the Subsidy. 


[1070 
The Speaker told the house, 


been proposed by the abp. of Cauterbury | the late queen's tine many great aids were 
-to the Lords, at the king’s desire, us before | given; and that she was never driven to break 


taken notice of: but as to the other three} her word but once. 


That he had lately seve~ 


- points of Refyrmation, on which the Com- | ral loans freely made him, for which he stands 


‘mons had desired a Conterence, nothing was 
dohe about thein, 
April 12th. A bill for granting of three en- 
tire Subsidies and six 15ths, was read a first 
-ame by the Communs, § I[t laid a good while 
atter this; and, in the mcan time, all manner 
.ot Grievances was diligently sought for to be 
- first redressed; insomuch that the king said, 
‘ ‘They bad sent an oyes through the nation to 
find them.’ Qa the third reading, May 9th, a 
debate arose, begun by sir Anthony Cope, 
-Whether the list of Grievances ought not to 
. be first read? And a capitulation with the king 
bout them. A special order was also entered, 
- That the Subsidy-bill should not go up tll the 
Grievances were ready to be presented to the 
king. Much dispute, ee the Journals, was, 
whether a question should be made tor the 
-weading of the Subsidy-bill; but thought to be 
-witbout precedent, and a very tender qucs- 
tion; therefore forborn; and, the house being 
-at last satisfied in respect to the prior ordcr, 
the bill was read a third time and passed. On 
the 15th, it was sent up to the Lords by mr. 
gecretary Herbert, attended by every meinbtr 
of the house, not one mgn Ictt but the Speak- 
er, clerk, and serjcant. A thing, adds the 
Journal, néver seen before. ‘The bill was 
quiokly dispatched in the Lords, being passed 
there, as is before mentioned, in two days. . 
The Unien resumed.| The business of the 
Unien betwixt the two kangdomis was again re- 
sumed in this session.. ‘Lhe Lerds, by their 
ccomunittec, had seyeral conferences with the 
Commons about it. It was first of all debated 
whether it should be deterred till next session. 
-At last a bill was framed and brought in, inti- 
- tled, ‘ an Act declaratory, explaining a branch 
of an Act made in the first session of this part. 
called, ‘ an Act for certain commissioners of 
the realm of England to treat with the coup 
gnissioners of Scotland, for the weal of both 
Aingdoms;’ which passed both houscs, but to 
as little purpose as the former. ‘There were 
above 100 bills brought into bath houses. 
. Debate on the Subsidy.] May 15. A bill 
was sent up from the Commons for a Grant of 
three entire Subsidies and six 15ths from the 
- Temporalty; at the same time was retarned 
as passed, anuther bill for a confirmauon ot 
four Subsidies of 4s. in the pound from the 
Clergy. The former bill passed the Lords in 
two days; but moved very beavily through the 
Commons. The reader may call to mind the 
first proposal was only for two Subsidics and 
four 15ths; but, on the 25th of March, the 


Speaker (after delivering a Message from the 


King, how kindly he took that offer, looking 
upon it as a great argument of their love to 
him) made a motion, Whether any more 
should be given? And it was resolved in the 


+. 


envazed; and therefore desired that the 
money might be paid in such time that his 
promise may be kept.” Ou this, a long de- 
bate ensued, The courtiers argued that the 
king’s Debts were to the value of 500,0UU1. a 
pressing debt; aud that the whole sum of 
their former gitt amounted to no more thaa 
400,000]. ‘That the tirst payments of the Sub- 
sidies ought to be quick, in order to answer 
the necessities of the state. ‘ Neccssarnium 
benclicium, lente datum, simile.est pani lapi- 
doso.” Not to lose the thanks of their gilt by 
the difference of a few mouths in the payment. 
That 3 or 400 horse cost maintaining as much 
as three or four Subsidies come to; reckonin 
each horse 30]. and cach hurseman 40s. With 
more to the same purpose. The arguments 
uscd against granting so much were but tew ; 
one said, There was never an example of two 
Subsidics in time of peace. To which it was 
answered, That these were Subsidies of war, 
for the late Queen’s Debts were for war; 
theretore what was granted now was for war. 
Upon the whole, the house divided on the 
times of payment, and it was carried by 121 
against 113, for the first three payments to be 
mude in two years. 

Lhe Speaker’s Speech and King’s Answer on 
presenting the Subsidy-Bill.] May 27. The 


| king came to the House of Lords, in the after- 


noon, when the Speaker of the Commons, at- 
teuded by that whole house, came up to the 
bar; and, on presenting the Mouey-Bills, he 
made a speech to the king to this effect; for 
there are only these short items of it to be 
fuund in the Journals. First, “ he bestowed 
great praises and commendations on his maj. 
with thanks to God for the happiness the state 
enjoyed by giving them so gracious a king. 
He also returned thanks to his maj. for all his 
gracious benefits, aud particularly for his last 
uct fur a free and general pardon. Withal 
making tys humble request to the king, that 
he would be pleased to give his royal assent to 
the acts rcady tor that purpose. Also, that he 
would pardyn them, and himself, in any thing 
they had unwillingly and unwittingly offended.” 
The King made Answer himself, by some 
short compliments on their proccedings in this 
session; and said, “ He had no exccptions to 
any of the bills but one. And, as a special 
mark of grece and favour, would pass them all, 
though it was a matter, in former times, ver 

unusual to du it. Only he gave them admoni- 
tion about one act, fora Restitution in bluod 
of one Rowland Merrick; that they never 
should proceed in parl. with any such like act 
of restitution, till the satne was first signed by 
the king, and that then it. ought to begin im 
the Higher House; of which his maj. desired 
them ty make a memorial.—After this, the lord 


s 
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chancellor, by cofmmand, in another short 
eech, prorogued this parl. to the 16th Nov. 
allowing. 

Nov. 18. The parliament met again; no- 
thmg matertal happening to the State in the 
interval, ‘The session was opened by a Speech 
from the King, which 1s preserved in the Jour- 
mals of the Commons, being thus mtroduced : 
—< After some Speech used by the lord chan- 
eellor, touching the king’s presence, at that 
time, being not usual:—the Manner of the 
Loan expected to be repaid:—the Matter of 
Grievanees presented by the Commons in the 
preceeding session of parl.: his highness began 
to s to this effect :” | 

The King’s Speech. on opening the Session. 
“A Jove principium: about this time 12 month 
were we, that be now here assembled, assem- 
bled ulso in this place, to give thanks unto God 
for the great deliverance, not of myself, but of 
you all, and of all the body of the state, from 
that treason, which was most ternbly intended 
@gainst us all; for which we are bound for ever 
to be thankful to God.” And then procceded, 
and said: “ That all propositions, made in par. 
_ were made in two sorts; either by the king to 
his subjects, or by the subjccts to the king. 
That in the last sessions were propositions of 


both sorts ; both concerning Matters of Govern- | 


ment of the Commonwealth proceeding frem 
the King, and Matters of Grievance of the 
Commonwealth, which proceeded trom the sub- 
jects: and that himself would not be accounted 
one of those kings, that would prefer any pro- 
positions of his own before the peoples just 
complaints; nor one of those, that would not 
reform any ancient grievances, before he would 
propose any new consultations. Fur the Griev- 
ances themselves, he said, they were collected 
with more industry, than lawful or dutiful dili- 
gence; yet the furm, wherein they were pen- 
hed and wherewith they were preseuted, was 
#0 full of discretion and moderation, that he 
was loth his answer should smell of the spirit 
of Robvam.— But for the Matters of Grievance, 
they were sach, as, if they were unlawful, ought 
to he retormed ; or, # they were lawtul, and 
yet unlawfully used, and abused in execution, 
the abuse was to be reformed; or, if they were 
doubtful in law, were fit te be referred to trial 
and judgmeat: which order and distinction he 
had observed in all his Answers and Resolu- 
tions to every one of the several Grievances, 
Whereupon he obscrved, that 1t was not con- 
wenient for a pari. to present any, bat a 
rent, publick, and just causes of grief; though 
own nateare and miad were ever prepared 
to relieve any private complaint of any private 
man, that might appear to ‘be just.— But there 
is in par]. (as there is in all multitades) diver- 
bities of spirits, as there Was amongst the very 
wpostics themselves; and that some of them 
Were more popular, thaa protitable, either for 
that council, or for the commonwealth; and 
that there were some Tribunes of the people, 
whose mouths could not be stopped, either 
f&om the matters of tho Paritans, or of the par- 
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veyance. Bat for biraself, he Wweuld never 
make a separation of the Peoples Will and the 
Will of the King, and as for them, that would 
make any seisure or rupture, cither of the 
Church, or of the Commonweulth, and therein 
were such schismaticks, he ever esteemed schit- 
vaticks and hereticks subject to the same 
curse.—But for bis part, he wondered, how 
the Grievance of the purveyance should extend 
so far as the Borders; and professed, that all 
his study and care had continually been, to 
abolish this Grievance of Purveyauce. Then 
he said, he would make one admonition unto 
the Lower House; viz. That they ought to en- 
ter into a double consideration of themselves : 
one, as they were subjects in general ; another, 
as they were specially called to be councellors 
ot the kingdom; and that the thoaght of the 
one must not make them fonget the consider- 
ation of the other. ‘That the pari. was not so 
perpetual, but that they, being subjects, were 
subject to an account, as kings themselves 
were; who, though they be exempt from any 
censure, or correction, upon the earth, yet, 
atter the expiration of their reigns aud their 
lives must yield an account to the eternal King: 
and therefore admonished then, to beware, 
that they were not like Icarus, the son of Dz 
dulus; that soared so near the sun with his 
wings of wax, that his wax melted, and hs 
wings failed, and down he fell: and therefore 
he would conclude, with Neptune in Virgil, 
‘Sed motos prestat componere fluctus;’ and 
wished, that they would know him, and observe 
him; and ifthat any such plebeian trbuanes 
should incur any offence, or commit any such 
error, they would correct them for it ; and judge 
themselves (as St. Paul erry ari they be not 
Judged ; and that the whole body receive nota 
wound by one ill member thereot.—But the 
greatest and weightiest matter of all is this mat 
ter of the Union; wherein (he said) the good- 
ness of the mattcr must supply his want of 
premeditation ; for that, which he should say, 
must proceed out of some inspiration berause 
he had so small a time of respirauon, to consi- 
der it; but that gold did notneed to be guilded, 
hor precious stones any ornament. He pur 
sedi no more, but to represent an idea of the 
mception and perfection of all he required m 
this Matter of Union; wherein he would first 
answer ull Objections, that, by mien of buimo- 
rous or malicious minds, tere opposed agai 
this Union: 2ndly, he would shew the Motive 
of his Desire: Srdly, the principal Heads of his 
Desre: and lastly, the End wnd Effect, the 
fruit and benefit of this Unton.—The first-Ob- 
jection is, that there is no necessity of an Unica 
and that therefore it is but riuous: where 
unto he answered, and contessed, there is nd 
necessity to make an Union, for it is dready 
made; but to knit and bind it, that it do not 
break into flaws avd into cracks, as & contract 
is necessary unto marriages: and that this Unioa 
was necessary, not ‘ad esse,’ but ‘ ad bene 
esse;’ not to the very essence, but the frm 
contiaeance of dis usion and marriage ef bot 


| 
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these kingdoms; whereof the creation or con- | doms, betwixt which he was so equally divided, 
stitution was not now required, but rather a | as two brothers, and as if they had eyual parts 
declaration and confirmation. The 2nd Ob- | of his affections; and did desire, they should 
jection 13 ascornful objection; that itis nutso | be united and subjected buth to one rule and 
righ, or so wealthy, or so potent a kingdom; | to one law. His 2nd motive was, that he 
but that the people are mure impotent, and | knew himself to be mortal, as other men are ; 
wore puor: whereunto (though it were such ; and that after him there could never be any so 
an objection, as were more tt to be answered equally and so ainply atiected to them both, 
* fusubus quam rationibus)’ he would answer | His 3rd Motive was this, that af this proposi- 
them, thut it was nut his purpose ty deprive | tion should be disappointed of its due success, 
England of it’s laws, nor of goods, nor of lands; | being known, as it was, so publickly to so many 
but to lay Scotland subject to the laws; and | nations, and the eye of all the world in expec- 
that, if they were determined, that the poor ; tation of the event; if it tailed, it would be 
people of England ; or the poor or barren cuun- | imputed either to his tolly to propose it, or to 
tries of England, should be no part of England; the obstinacy of his people, not to upprove it, 
then perhaps there were some cause be should | Fur the three Heads of his Desire, he protested, 
be better content, that Scotland should stand | he wished himself no longer alive, but dead, 
suall divided and distinguished from England: | if his desires were not directed to the commoun- 
but if Wales were admitted to be parcel of Eng- | wealth of both kingdoms; which might appear 
Jand ; if che Burders,which are now naturally the | to all such, as did kindly and uaturally esa- 
middie part of the land ; if ail the barren parts ; mine and try the reasons of his desire, und did 
of England were received as parcels thereof; | not prefer the fear of future apprehensions be- 
he knew no causc, why Scotland, which was j fore present truths: and his desire was no 
not so barren or poor, as suime parts of them, | more, but of the same effect, which of himself 
should not as well be admitted to an Union | he had power to accomplish, without the part. 
with England: and if the greatness of England | not that they should perform it, but that they 
be so great, what decrease can it sustain by | should concur with him to the perfection of it. 
such a participation? or if Scotland be poor, | —For the three Heads, they were but these : 
what other cause is there thereor, but the | the 1st, every man would acknowledge, that 
want of this Union and participation with | there was now no cause of hostility or war; 
England? And when was there ever any king, | and therefore no cause but that all laws and 
or kingdom, to whom this principle of ¢ am- | ordinances of hostility might be extinguished.’ 
phianda domima’ was not acceptable and ho- | ‘The 2nd was that which every man must ac- 
nourable ? But some (said he) are so suspicious, | knowledge to be commodious, and that which 
that they dare not trust the present times, nor; all nations in amity and peace, though foreign, 
the present king, with this Union; that this | and subject to several dominions, did admit 
king is a partial king: he had his birth there; | and embrace, frecdom of commerce and traf- 
education there ; all his acquaintance, tamilia- | fick. ‘The 3rd is but that his subjects may be 
rity, aod conversation, during the first part of | adjudged to be his subjects; and that those 
his age, hath been there; and therefore it | that were born his subjects, before he was king 
cannot be, but there must be partiality in this | of England, may have this benefit, to be 
king: wherein (ie said) he would pardon them | esteemed his subjects, now he is king: and 
the double wrong they did both to him and | since there is no cause to account them aliens, 
themselves. For himsclf, he did profess, that | but because they were born under his domt- 
so miraculons an applause, as he received by | viens, before he was king here; now that he 
the yeneral voice of all this nation, at his first | is king, may be privileged, as those that are 
entrance, had prevailed as much, and had as | born under him, being their king. As for 
yreat a part of his heart, as the place of his | Scotland itself (whereof was once made an 
birth ; aud that, as education was ¢ altera na- | objection) it is content to embrace this Umion, 
tura, so lus residence and continuance here | Aud theirctore now ict that, which hath been 
was ‘ altera educatio;’ and that-there was no } sought so much, and so long, and so often by 
reason to suspect, that either any erection of} blood, and fire, and by the sword, now it 1s 
that nation, or any suppression of this, should | brought and wrought by the hand of God, be 
be endangered by this Union: therefore, * qui | embraced and received with an Hallelujah; 
habet aures, audiat;’ let them that have ears, | and let it be as Wales was, and as all the Hep- 
hear, and know, that there can no servitude | tarchy was, united to England, as the principal; 
nor diminution, but augmentation and free- | and let all at last be compounded and united 
dom, be brought by this Union to this nation.— | into one kingdom, And since the crown and 
For the Motive of his Desire, he acknowledged {| the sceptre, justice, and law, and all, ts resident 
his affection to Scotland, wherein he had his | and rcposed here; there caw be no fear to this 
birth and education, und wherein he led the! nation, but that they shall for ever continue 
first part of his age; and if he should be an-| continual friends, and shall ever acknowledge 
thankful to that kingdom, wherein he had spent | one Church and one King: and be toined ina 
the first part, what inight they expect of him | perpetual marriage, for the peace and prospe- 
io this kingdom, wherein he stiould spend the | rity of buth uations, and for the horour of their 
second and last part of his age: and tharthere-| king. And so concluded, that sithence Umon 
fore he n so equally esteem these two king- | was the very esscuce of divinity, aud the sta 
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of all states; was the bond of marriage, the 
streneth of fainiles, the increase of kingdoms, 
and the kiss of enemies; let us all embrace it, 
that we tay ail enjoy it. And as the last ses- 
sion made provision of the state, and the rea 
ment, and the policy of this kingdoms let this, 
diotigh the labour be faschious and troul: lesome, 


Goth Kingduins, to the glory of God, and the 
honone of the King. 
Proceedings on he Union, 


in Pursuance of 
the Naige’s Specet.] 


The Atiair of the Union 


being thus warmly pressed by the bing; at) 
» signify to that house, that they thought the 


Was pursued with great vieour im both houses 
throughout the w hole of this session. The Lords 


besa with it on the 2nd day of their meeting ; | 


when, an tpstrument for the Umon, ready 


drawn up, by the Commissioners of both King- | 


Gomis, wits nroduced bv the lord chancellor, 
and rend; who, also, moved that the said In- 
strument micht be sent down to the other 
house: which was dove accordingly 3 with this 
Message, “ ‘Phat the said Lustrument had been 
read au their hause; but, beeause it concerned 
both houses, i¢ was sent down to be read there 
in like manner; to the end that they might be 
well informed of the contents beture avy fur- 
ther proceedings were made.” 

Vhe Cominons did not return an Answer 
nl 3 davs atter; when they acquamted thear 
lords ships, ‘That the Instrument tor the Union 
had been read, also, in their house, and several 
copies taken ut it; and that they now returned 
i. back to the Lords tor such farther proceed- 
inys as they should think fit.” On this the 
Lords sent another message to them, linporting 
sone commendations tor the Commons perus- 
ing and taking copies of the suid Instrument ; 
and desiring that another conterence might be 
held by the commisioners of both houses. The 
Commons having returned a satisfactory An- 
swer to this last message, the Jaords chose 40 
of their body tor a commuttee, whe were ap- 
potted to meet with 80 of the other house, 
on the 25th of Nov. to treat about this grand 
uttuir. 

Nov. 


94, The Instrument for the Union was 


readin the Commons, aud ts entered, at le math, | 
m their Journals ; but is too tediots to be re-: 


cited. And, we the rather omit it, because’ 
the springs and motions of this grand machine 
are more succinctiv described ino the Lords 
Jonrmds ; which, for brevite’s sake, we shall, 
clietly tollow, in the proceedings of the session, 
Two davs after the first conference, the 
Commons sent a message to the Lords, “ Com- 
mmending the honourable usage which the lords 
commissioners had given to their committce at 
the conference. That the proposition had been 
considered of by their house; and since they 
held this matter to be very vrent and welglity, 
so much, as to concern the conjunction of two 
hingdoms, which had been long, NETELN OIC, in 
epunty ; they intended to setile the dispute in 
4 Powts. which (liev took to be the substance 
of the Instrument for the Union.  ‘Shese 
Points were, 1. Lostue Laws. 2. border Laws. 
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‘3, Naturalization, 4. Commerce.—The first’ 
two, they said were matters best fitting their 
lordships knowledge, and properer for the 
higher house to discuss; being affairs, more 
especially, of policy aud state. The other two 
they will take upon themselves to manage, as 
things appertaining to the whole body of the 
re alin aud therefore fitter for the lower house 
of parliament. 

‘The Answer returned by the Lords to this 
last. Message of the Commons, om the day 
after, was to this effect; “ That their Lord- 
ships, having considered of their Message, did 


beginning and end of their joint committees, in 
this Union atiair, was to inculcate and pertect 
|i unitormity in consultation and debate at 
their conferences about it, and which occx- 
stoned their lordships to ‘desire a meeting. 
| Burt, ay yet, they found it had produeed nothing 
but a Mess: age; in wlich, as their lordships 
expectations were not answered, considering 
with what plaiuness and freedom they had pro- 
ceeded, so they think it improper to receive 
any Propositions from them, before such points 
i; were jointly settled between them by whom 
they were to be handled. For 1st, they said, 
every mwember had an equality of interest, m 
every particular, rightly considered : ondly, 
their lordships conceived it a kind of dimi- 
nution in capacity of the lower house, to think 
that anv thing is too great for them, or too lit- 
tle for the lords: especially, in what concerns 
every member of either house, in his person, in 
his blood and fortune. Nevertheless, although 
the Lords still remain disposed as betore, both 
tur love and order, to desire that mutual satis- 
faction which conferences commonly work ia 
imuds well attected ; yet, if the Commons, upon 
second thoughts, do Still mislike of conference, 
their lord-lips, ta lose no time, are resolved to 
ppicces in their own way without them, and 
teave the Commons to follow their course by 
 themselses.”’—To this Message the Commons 
‘returned an Answer; importing, “ That they 

; were sorry ther lordships had mistaken their 


meaning, and imagined they had retused con- 
fereuce, or bad a purpose or meaning to pre- 
scribe and limit the proceedings of that house. 
| They desired their lordships to know, that they 
_had no such mtention of either diminishing the 
liberty or capacity of their own house, or what 
, is nore, the diguity of the house of lords. But 
i that their meaning was only, to offer that mo- 
tion of digesting and ordering of the 4 principal 
Points, as they conceived, in the Instrament 
of the Union; that their lordships might, if 
| they pleased, undertake two of them. But now, 
that they understood their lordships mind, by 
| the last Message, they desire to let them know, 
‘that they ure wiking to enter into consideration 
, of the whole body of the Instrument, and de- 
| bate the several matters therein contained 
| ‘mongst themselves, that they may be better 
‘prepared for a conference, which they will 
then be ready to attend ; and desire their lord 
ships concurrence with them.” Answer was 


1077] - PARL. HISTORY, 4 Jawrs I. 


immediately returned, that the Lords are well 
saushed with the course the Commons had 
now prescribed, and desire they would pro- 
ceed in it, as they themselves intended, with 
expedition. 

The Lords went next upon regulating their 
own committee as to their manner of speaking 
inthe debate at the Contercnce. They re- 
laxed sume Rules and Orders used in the 
Mouse; as the Order tor speaking but once to 
a bill, at one time of reading, &c.; and lett it 
open to any lord to speak aud deliver his niin | 
updn any point as often as he saw occasion, 
It was also agreed, that all the Judges, or such 
of them as are daily presente in the house, shall 
attend the Lords at their Conference, from | 
time to time, to give their opinions in any 
point of law. These preliminaries being sct- 
tled, the Conference between the committees 
of both houses, on the matter of Union, be- 
gan; but no clear account of it can be met 
with in the Journals of either House. Low- 
ever, we find it continued tll Dec. 18th, whea 
the Lords senta Message to the ne 
signifying, “ That it was his maj.’ s pleasure, 
that both houses should adjourn to the 10ch of 
Feb. ensuing.” The lord chancellor nude a 
short Speech to the Lords, “ That it was Ins 
maj.'s express command to all the Lords, to 
appear and attend duly at the next meeting. 
And, whereas several of them had been absent 
this session, by licence fron: his may}. either on 
account of sickness or business, lis meaning 
was, that they should give their attendance as 
soon as ever their business was dispatched, or 
their health recovered.” 

The Journal af the Commons ends this short 
session ip this manner: “ Dic Jovis 18 De- 
cembris 1606. Sir John Crook and mr. dr. 
Hone bring. this Message from the Lords, 
That his maj. considering the great travel of 
the knights, citizens, and burgesses, commit- 
tees employed in matter of the Unian; aud 
that the soleinn feast of Christmas approach- 
ing, it were fit that the geatlemen repaired 
into their several countries, to solace then 
selves, comfort their neighbours, and perform 
other duties in their several places: therefore 
his lughness hath siznified his pleasure to le, 
that this session should be adjourned. And 
because this business might be no hindrance 
to the cominon Justice of the realm, in the 


1606.— Dispute concerning Naturalization. 


| 


[1078 


quaint them, “ That they had entered int® 
consideration of those things, which had al- 
ready passed in Conierence, conceruing the 
Union. “Phat the two points, relating to “Huos- 
te Laws and Commerce, have been. handled 
bat not perfected. ‘That the 3rd point, toucl.- 
ing Nataralizntion, remained wholly to be 
treated of: which, being done, both houses 
wuiehe betrer consider what father COUFSe InLy 
and proceeding in bills 
fit fur the purpose, And thereture the Lords 
desire a new Conterence on this ocension.’ 

Answer was immediately returned by the 
Commons, that they agreed thereto; but, as 


be taken tor framing 


| the Point of Naturalization was ot yet touch- 


ed upon, they were not ready to treat about 
it: and therefore desire the Lords to wiVve 
them farther tune. On the 2nd of Feh. the 


| Lords received’ another messaze fram. then, 


term-time, his maj.’s pleasure was to adjourn | 


it until the 10th of Feb. following, being withiu 
3 days of the end of the term."—« Upon this 
Message mr. Speaker adjourned the Court ac- 
cording to his ingj,’s said pleasure.’’-—Nota: 
‘“‘ A Sessian adjourned, upon a message from 
the Lords siguitying his imaj.’s pleasure.”— 
Nota: “ The intermission of adjournment 
(stall continued one and the same sugslu) Was 
one whole month and 23 days,’ 

Feb. 10. ‘The parl. met again, and the 
same admonition for strict attendance was given 
to the Lords, by the chancellor, as he bad it 
an command trom the king. On the 14th, the 


fords sent a message to the Commons to ac-. 
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unposrting, That they were ready ro spe 10 
ane pact of the Point of Natuvalization, whieh 
was, of such of the Seateb matian as his id beon 
born since his mai. caine to the crown.  Aec- 
cordinely, Feb. 2tth was appointed by the 
Lords tu bevin the Conterence, and ail tie 
Judges were ordered to attend it, 
Ldispute between the Tuo Houses concern- 
tug the Nuturclization of the Sevter,|— 
On the first day of this second Conference, 
the Judes being required to give their gpini a0 
concerning this "I; wst-mentioned Port of Natue 
ralizanon, 11 out of 12 of them declared, 
“Chat such of the Scotch, as have been or 
shall be born in Scotland, since his maj.’s 
coming to the crown, were not Aliens; but 
are inberitable in this realm by the haw, a3 it 
how stands in force, a3 pauive Knylisi,” Se- 
veril Reports were made in the Lords, con- 
cerning this Conterence, and divers Messaves 
sent between the two houses ubont it; but 
none of them of any yreat sr niticanon, until 
March 3, when a Message Was sent trom the 
Commons, in wricing, in ausswer to one the 
Lords had sent the day betore, in the same 
manter, to prevent Mistakes j lnporting, 
© Phat whereas the Message trom their Lord- 
ships was far a further coniereuce on Matn- 
ralkization in general; the Commons under- 
stxudiug it to meaa Naturalization of the 
‘ante-naty and § pust-uat,” and of the conve- 
Rienscy of it, with such linations and re- 
straints ws mivht be tit ror both; they wall ene 
ter into consideration of it iu such sense as 
they conceive it, and will prepare themselves 
fur conference as soon as possible.” ‘Yo this 
the Lords instantly replied, *¢ ‘Phat their Mes- 
save to the Commons was to conter on Natu- 
raiization in general; of which, what exposi- 
tion or interpretation they shall make, the 
Lords do leave to their own judginent and con- 
ceits. That their lordships are ready now to 
conter with them on the general Point; and 
withal, the Lords dy inove them and expect 
that the Commons will be expeditious in the 
matter. 

Affairs now,began to grow a little warm 
between the two houses. The Cormnmens sent 


1079] PARL. HISTORY, 4 Jaxes I, 


another Message to the Lords, the day after 
the last menuoned, to this effect: “ That they 
had entered into consideration of the Lords 
Reply to their last Answer; and do perceive 
that the construction and understancing ot the 
micssaze 1s lett to them own juduments, 
Wherein, if their lordships are to treat agam 
of the post-nau, in what sect they stand in law, 
the messenzer (sir Edw. Mlobby) sid, he was 
commanded to tell thein, that they all knew 
the Commons opinion and inclination in that 
‘Point; and, since that time, they had not 
seen, Beard, nor understood any thing, to the 
contrary, that might seem to make them alter 
their option. Jf, of the ante-nati and Conve- 
miency of Naturalization, they hold itto be a 
mattcr of state: and so it is fitter to havea 
beginning inthe Upper House, who are better 
acquainted with these athairs. Vet, notwith- 
standing, if the Lords were disposed to deal 
trecly with them, give light and lay open them- 
selves, and make known in what sort they 
mean to proceed, they will be ready to attend 
the service.” The Commons incssengers were 
ordered to wichdraw; and shortly after the 
Lords returned an Answer, by messengers of 
their own, to this amport. “ That as the 
strength of both houses consisted in nothing 
nore, than the preservation of the right and 
privilege justly and properly belonging to 
either; so, in that respect, the Lords are very 
tender in suffering any thing to: pass unan- 
swered whereof there may arise the Jeast mis- 
understanding. Therefore, although some 
words, delivered by the gentleman appointed 
to speak for the lower house, gave some ofence; 
yet all ther ldordships did conceive they 
were only un dupsus Rugua in lis own person, 
to which any man may be subject: but, being 
spoken at that time, and by a person qualificd 
as their mouth, the Lords did not think it safe 
tor them to conceal it trom the Commons ; 
for if it had been otherwise taken than the 
gcntleman’s private action, they must haye 
used that freedom which is necessary from one 
friend to another, in telling them that they 
will never acknowledge any man, that sitteth 
in the lower house, to have the night and utie 
ofa baron of pari, Though some private gen- 
themen, that sitas burgesses for Cinque-Vorts ; 
may have such an appellation where they re- 
ride: nomore could they admit the term of 
the Commons Court of Parhament; because 
their whole house, without the Lords, can 
Rake no court of judicature, But naw, as to 
the inatter itself, having said enough of the 
misiase, the Lords added they were very sorry 
to fad so much reservation towards those that 
meant to use so much freedoms; their lord- 
shins being so well persuaded of the Commons 
pod affections to the general cause as they 
were; wad are willing stil to offer conference, 
In general terras, even on that particular ttle 
of Naturalization. Therefore, they thought 
he for the present, once again to declare thus 
mitch nato them, that they have not had 
AQungst themselves any particular debbera- 
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tion, either in point of law or conveniency, 
about this Naturalizing Affair; because they 
did intend to meet the Commons, free trom 
any oblization by apy voice or opinion, upon 
any siazle branch of it, before they had i 
sere moasare conferred of the whole; accurd- 
In to the first institation of the Conierence, 
as Lei the only way to come to a good and 
specdy end. Aud, as their messenger used a 
phrase of their resolution to attend the service, 
the Lords declared unto them, that they une 
derstand that expre-sion, as a promise to con- 
for us well as to bear what may be said of the 
matters lest, when the Lords expect a conter- 
ence, an andience only may be otfercd. In 
which conference there can be no dinculty, 
secing they come to debate and argue without 
conclision; and no man’s thonght can be so 
vreat a stranger as not to debate the matter, 
isome dezree or other. ‘To which imtent, 
their lordships would be ready to mect the 
Commons, if they so like it, at the usual place, 
on the 7th of March, at 2 in the afternoon.” 
Tt may be supposed the Commons sent a 
more complying Answer to this tast Message 
of the Lords, (though there is nothing entered 
in the Journals of March Sth but this, viz. 
‘“ Messave fron the Lower Mouse by Mr. 
Martin and others:”) for the Conference did 
begin on the 7th, as the Lords desired. It was 
agreed at this meeting, by the whole, that, to 
prevent confusion, the number of the cominit- 
tee of each house should be lessened trom 40 
Lords to 20, and irom 80 Commoners to 40. 
Accordingly, we find that the Lords reduced 
theirs to the abp. of Canterbury and 6 other 
bps. the lord chancellor and lord treasurer, 5 
earls and 6 barons. ‘These sub-committees, it 
was supposed, were likely to bring matters 
sooner to a conclusion than the larger; but it 
did not answer the intention, For, though 
they had several meetings, on many different 
days, yet nothing was done that tended any 
way towards an agrcement. On the contrary, 
we find that, on the 27th of March, the Lords 
sent another complaining Message to the Com- 
inons, importing, “ That their Committee had 
strangely prevaricated with them; for that 
though their lordships came with full power 
and purpose to dcliver their opinions openly, 
vet the uneapected reservation ot the Com- 
mons in hearing aud not speaking to the mat- 
ter, had taken away the life of the intended 
conference: especially considering that, in- 
stead of a tree and open debate between them, 
their lordships had met with such a distinction, 
as did in etteet close up all and cross directly 
the purpose for which they were sent. And 
yet, out of their desire that the work may not 
sufler interruption, by any mistakings or too 
exact formalities; the whole house, upon the 
Report of their Committee to them, have re- 
solved to make this farther Proposition: That 
if the Commons would send a Committee, au- 
thorised both to hear their Propositions and 
Reasons for some difference between the post- 
nati and the ante-nati, in pointe of conveuiency 
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only, without regard to anv thing that hath or { hot climate; and those several countries he 
may be said in pome of law; and to debate ; hath adapted to their several natures aud qua- 
thereupon, by way of argument only, as their hues. All grounds are uot fit for one kind of 


deputies should find occasion, without cune | 


| 


cluding them or binding the Commons by anv 
thing spoken at that time: why then, the 
Lords said, to requite such free and ingentons 
manner of conference, which they bad ever 
desired, they were ready to meet the other 
committee again; and vpen themselves, by 
way of Proposition and Argument, to all those 
Points lett untreated of.” Answer, That 
the Commons would send one, by some ot 
their own’ bouse, as suum as Cunvenicnty they 
muy.” 

But we cannot ‘find that any Answer was 
ever sent from the Communs to the Lords, on 
this last Message, nor did the committecs nect 
again to confer on this matter. llowever, the 
Commnons did not wholly slight this grand adairs 
but, in order to give some satistacuion to the 
king, a bill was brought in, and passed that 
house, intituled, ‘an act for the utter Aboli- 
tion of all Memory of Llostility, and the De- 

endants thereof between Eneland aud Scot- 
Dra and tor the repressing the occasion of 
Discords and Disorders tor the me to come.’ 
This Bil was sent up to the Lords on the oth 
of June; it was read in that house a 2nd time, 
and committed on the 8th: the nest day the 


said ccmmittec reported, “ That they had | 


gone through the bill; but finding some causes 
of doubt in it, which they desired to be clear- 
ed, they moved, that another confercnce 
might be had, by committees of both houses, 
that afternoon.” Auswer returned, “ That 
the Commons will attend their lordslips, to 
the number of 100 of their house.” This se- 
cond coufercnce was more cilectual than the 
former. Some additions and amendments 
were added, by consent of both houses, to the 
hill: June the 30th it was passed by the Lords, 
aud this act stands the first in our Statute- 
Books amongst the printed statutes of this 
year. | 

Debate in the Commons on the Point of Na- 
turalization.| We have now gone through 
the proceedings of the parl. on this affair of 
the Union, iu what the Journals of the Lords 
will instruct us about it. But the Journals of 
the Commons are much more circumstantial 
in the debates of their anembers on this grand 
article, which we shall draw out as coucisely 
as the nature of the thing will admit. Besides 
inserting the Instrument at full length, agreed 
on, signed, and sealed by 39 Enghoh, and 8 
Scottish commissioners, ceruuin Notes or Me- 
morandums were read, containing the graund- 
work of their proceedings in this affair in the 
Jast scssion. ‘These we shall omit, and con- 
tent ourselves with giving the substance of 
each particular member’s arguments for and 
@gainst this great question. 

Feb. 14th. Mr. Fadler first began the dis- 


pute against a gencral Naturalization; he ar- | naturalize those suljects? 


| 
| 


gued, “ That God had made people fit for 
avery country; some for a cold, scme fur a 


} 


| 


t 


grain; but sume tur cuts, some tur wheat, wc. 
Suppose one man is owner of two pastures, 
with one hedge to disice them; the one pas- 
ture bare, the other terule and good. A wise 
owner will not quite pull down the bedec, but 
make gates to let the cate in and out at pler- 
sure; otherwise they will rash in in inultitudes, 
and much against thei wall retarn, ‘That the 
Union way no more than as two arms of one 
body. But before they be admitted, it is pros 
per to consider what pluce and room we have 
tur thein. Look into the. Universities, there 
you will ind inauy of our own, very worthy 
men, not preferred. In London, see what tbe 
bill of Inmates doth provide tor; aid remem- 
her what wus opened to the house on the read- 
ing of that lall, Amongst the merchants, 
though they labour, toil, aud provide all they 
can, vet they have had no fruits, no success 
these 3 years. Our English merchants adven- 
ture; they go tosea with great vessels, treiylite 
cd at a great charge; the other with little 
vessels at a small charge. The Scotch carry 
their wares in other countries up and down in 
packs; aud by these incans have taken awa 

all the trade from Dicppe already. Qur trade 
ers are too many already, and there are impo- 
siticns upon the Eaghsh trom which the Scotch 
are discharged. ‘Vie navy of Scotland is so 
weak, as to be in misericordiam to evcry mean 
force. He added, that the care of a sovercign 
prince is, that his subjects live under bim, ¢ bo- 
beste, tule, pacilice, et jucunde.’? That couns 
try is miserable, where the great men are ex- 
eceding mch, the puor men exceeding poor; 
and no mncan, Ho prvportion, between both. 
Teuants of two manors; whereot the one lath 
woods, fisheries, liberties, common of estovers, 
xc. The other a bare common, without pro- 
fit; only a little turf, or the hike. The owner 
maketh a grant, that the tenants of this shall 
be participants of the profits, &c. of the for- 
mer. This‘beareth some shew of equity, but 
is plain wrong, and the grant vaid. The king 
cannot make a single village in one, to be par- 
cel of another county. He cannot make a 
parcel of one kingdom parcel of another, be- 
ing distinct kingdoms. Law is the happiness 
of our govt. Commissions are of absolute 
power, and occasion absolute wrong. The 
king can do what he may do by his legal pow- 
er. Inthe 13th of Hen. LV. an ofice of mea- 
suring cloth was granted, with a fee imposed; 
but it was found unjust, and adjudged void, 
So it was in sir Edw, Darcey’s Case, for seale 
ing of cards. The king's oath, by Magna 
Charta, is not to act avast law. A Protec. 
tion granted by the king for 3 years was not 
good; forane he may. If king Philip of Spain 
bad had a son by queen Mary, he would have 
been king of Spam, Sicily, &c. was it proper to 
Tt cannot be good 
to minele two swarnis of bees under one hive 


Ne 


an the sudcen. When the Jews were in cap- 
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tivity, and were moved to mirth and sing songs, 
they could not forget Jerusniem: ‘Let their 
ricit hand forget their deit, ac” And when 
been and Lot were beethren, Abraham 
said, ‘Go thou to the right hand, and ) will 
go to the feft, &e.” So thev divided, and cl 
ther tovk that part which was fittest for hoa.” 
This speech was roilowed by Mr. (Weatworth 
—and Mr. Afoore 5; the im: ae pomits of whore ar- 
ginnents were, That J’: teland aud Seotland 
were ‘una et alia respubli lea? Seath und, © ali. 
ena respublica.” They acknowlvize vo crown, 


no king, no sovereinnty but Scoilaud; we 
none but that of Enel and. No al: eration be- 
ing made by the kina’s coming hither. Re- 


membered, that the kane suid in a speech, re- 
ported trom him to the house, this session, 


“ [would be luth to live to see the king er 


Scotland do wrong to the hing of Eneland.” 
The king is seized, 6 in jure corone, Scotie, et 
m jure corona, Anche.’ Hf there be two re- 
galities, how one kinysiip? Ireland was sub- 
dued by conquest by Hen. UL. and they have 
ever silice been natural born subjects. If we 
think the law to be one way, not to declare it 
another. Liastly, if we natnralize the ‘Mm, It Is 
necessary to have many cuiuions; cautions for 
ecclesiastical promotions; cations for our 
Jands and tor our trades, Ail ticse to he well 
considered of by a cuinmittee. Oa the other 
side, 

Sir Francis Bacon, Solicitor General, snoke 
as follows” “ Tt may please you, mr. Speaker, 
preface I will-use none, but put myself upon 
your good opiuon, to which [ have been accus- 
tomed beyond my deservings; neither will 
hold vou in suspence what way I will choose, 
but now at the Urst declare myself, that L mean 
to counsel the house to naturalize this nation: 
wherein, neverthcless, | have a request to make 
unto you, which is of more ellicacy to the pur- 
pose I have in hand than all that L shall say 
afterwards, Aad it is the same request which 
Demosthenes did more than once, in great 
causes of estate, make to the people of Athens, 
that when they took into their hands the balls, 
whereby to give their voices, according as the 
manner of them was, they would raise their 
thoughts, and lay aside those considerations 
which their private vocations and degrecs might 
minister and represent unto them, and would 
tuke upon them cogitations and minds sgrce- 
able to the diznity and honour of the estate. 
Yor, mr. Speaker, as it was aptly and sharply 
said by Alexander to Parmenio, when upon 
their recital of the great offers which Darius 
maie, Parmenio said unta him, ¢ 1 would ac- 
cept these offers, were [as Alexander’ he 
turned it upon hin again, ‘So would I (saith 
he) were Las Parmenio.’ 
ab honest English merchant, I do not single 
out that state in disyrace, for this isiand ever 


held it honourable, but only tor an Instance of 


a private profession, if an Enelish merchant 


* See Bacon’s Werks, Vol. UI. 
Londun edit. 1802. 
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should say, * Surely I would proceed no.farther 
mm the union, were [ as.the king ;” it might be 

reasonably answered, “ No more would the 
king, were he as an English merchant,” 
And the like may be said of a gentleman in 
the country, be lie never so worthy or sufti- 
cient; or of a lawyer, be he never so wise or 
eau ned ; or of auy other parucular condition 
of men in this kingdom: for certainly, mr, 

Speaker, iv aiman suall be oily or chiefly sete 
sible of those respects which his particular 
vocation and degree shall suezest and infuse 
tuto his brain, “and not enter into true 
and worthy cousileratinds of estates, he shall 
never be able aricht to give counsel, or take 
counsel in this maiter, So that at this request 
be granted, L account the canse obtiuned. 

Rut to proceed to the matter itself: all cone 
sultations Go reat upon questions comparative ; 
jor when a question Is ¢ de vero,’ it is simple, 
ror there is but one truth; but wheil & question 
is de bono,’ it is for the most part comparative; 
for there be dithering dezrees of good and evil, 
and the best of the good is to be preferred and 
chosen, and the worst of the evilis to be de- 
clined and avoided; and theretore in ques- 
tions of t's nature you away not lvok for an- 
swer proper to every inconvenience allcdyed; 

tor somewhat that cannot be espec: ially un- 
swercd may, nevertheless, be encountered and 
over-welgted by matter of greater moment, 
and therefure the matter which I shall sct forth 
unto you will naturally receive the distribution 
of three parts. First, an answer to those ine 
conveniences which have been alledged to ene 
suc, ii we should give way to this natur alization ; . 
which, I suppose, you will not find to be so 
great as they have been made; but that much 
dross is put into the balance to help to make 
weizht. Secondly, an encounter against the 
remainder of these inconveniences which can- 
not properly be answered, by much greater in- 
conveniences, which we shall incur if'we do not 
proceed to this naturalization. Thirdly, an en- 
counter likewise, but of another nature, that 1s, 
by the gain and benefit which we shall draw 
and purchase to ourselves by proceeding to 
this naturalization, And yet, to avoid contue 
son, which ever followeth upon two much ge- 

nerality, it is necessary for inc, before | pro- 
ceed to persuation, to use some distribution ot 
the points or parts of naturalization, which cer- 
tajuly can be no better, or none other, than 
the ancient distinction of * jus civitatis, jus 
suffragn vel tribus, et Jus petitionis sive honoris :' 
for all ability and capacity is either of private 
interesi of ©meum et tuuin,’ or of public ser- 
vice; and the public consisteth chicfly either 
in voice, or in office, Now it is the first of 
these, mir, Speaker, that I will only handle at 
this time and in this place, and refer the other 
two fur a committee, boone they reccive more 
distinction and restriction. To come therefore 
to the inconveniences alledged on the other 
purt, the first of thei is, that there may ensne¢ 
of this naturalization a surcharge of people 
upan this realn of England which is supposed 
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alreadv to have the full charge and content; 

and therefore there cannot be an adinission of 
the adoptive without a diminution of the tor- 
tunes and conditions uf those that are native 
subjects of this realm. A grave objection, mr. 
Speaker, and dutiful; for it proceeds not orany 
unkindness to the Scotish pation, butof natural 
fastness to ourselves; fur that answer of the 
Virgins, ‘ne furte non suthciat vobis et nobis,’ 
prucceded not out of any envy or magn hu- 
mour, but out of providence, and the original 
charity which begins with ourselves. And I 
Inust coutess, mr. Speaker, that as the gentle- 
inan said, When Abraham and Lot, in regard 
of the greatness of them families, grew pent 
and straitened, it 1s true, that, though chev 
were brethren, they grew to difference, and 
to those words, ‘Vade tu ad dexteram, et eyo 
ad sinistram, &c.’ But, certainly, L shonid 
never have brought that exampie un that side; 
for we see what followed of it, bow that this | 
separation * ud dexteram et ad simstram’ 
caused the miscrable captivity of the one bro- 
ther, and the dangerous, thuugh prosperous 
war of the other, tor bis rescue and recovery. 
But to this objection, mr. Speaker, being so 
weighty and so principal, I mean to give three 
several answers, every one of them being, to 
my understanding, by itself sutticient. |The 
first is, that this opinion of the munber of the 
Scottisi nation, that should be likely to plant 


themselves here umongst us, will be found to | 


be a thing rather in conceit than in event; 

for, mr. Speaker, you shall find those plansi- 
ble similitudes, of a tree that wall thrive the 
better if it be removed into the more truttful 
soil; and of sheep or cattle, that if they find 
a gap or passage open will leave the more 
barren pasture, and get into the more rich and 
pleatiful, to be but arguments merely super- 
ficial, and to have no suund resemblance with 
the transplanting or transferring uf tamilies ; 
tor the tree, we know, by nature, as soun as 
it is set in the better ground, can fasten upon 
it, and take nutriment trom it; and a sheep, 
as soon as he gets into the better pasture, 
what should fet hin to graze and iecd? But 
there belongcth more, I take it, to a family or 
particular person, that shall remove trom one 
nation to another: tor if, nr. Speaker, they 
have not stock, means, acquaintance, aad 
custotn, habitation, 
the like, I hope you doubt not but they will | 
starve in the midst of the rich pasture, and ure 
far enough off from grazing at their pleasure: 

and therefore in this point, which is conjec- 
tural, experience is the best guide; for the 
time }-ast is a pattern of tue tine to come. 
I think no man doubteth, mr. Speaker, but 
his maj.’s first coming in was the greatest 
spring-tide for the confluence and entrance of ! 
that nation, Now I would fain understand, 
in these 4 years space, and in the fulness and 
strength of the current and tide, how inany 
families of the Scotsmen are planted in the 
cities, boroughs, and towns of this kingdom; 
fer I do assure myself, that, more than some 
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persons of quality about his ma)j.’s person here 
at the court, and in London, aud some other 
interior persons, that have a dependence upon 
them, the return and certificate, if such a 
survey should be made, would be of a number 
extremely small: [report me to ail your pri- 
vate knowledses of the places where you in- 
habit. . Now, mr. Speaker, as T said, Si in 
licno virida ita ht, guid fiet in Aras? I an 
sure there will be no more such spring tides, . 
Dut you wil tell ne of a multitude of families 
of the Seotish nauon in Polonia, and if they 
mulinly ing a country so far eff, how mach 
more here at hand? For that, inr. Speaker, 
You mntist impute it of heeessity fo some special 
accident of tine and ple ce that draws them 
thither: for you see piainly berore vour eves, 
that 10 “Gerniany, which is winch nearer, and 
in France, here they are iavited with privi- 
leges, and with this verv privilege of naturali- 
vation, yet no such number can be found; 
so as it cannot either be nearness of place, or 
privilege of person, that is the cause. But 
shall I tell you, mr. Speaker, what I think? 
Of all the places m the world, near or fur off, 
they will never take that course of hfe in this 
kingdom, which thev coutent themselves with 
in Poland; for we see it to be the nature of 
all men that they will rather discover poverty 
abroad, than at home. There is never a gen- 
tleman that hath over-reached lunself in ex- 
pence, and thereby must abate his connte- 
nance, but he will rather travel, and do it 
abroad than at home: and we know well they 
have good high stomachs, and have ever stood 
in some terms and etuulation with us: and 
theretore they wil never live here, except they 
can live in good fasbion, So as 1 assure you, 
wir. Speaker, [am of opinion that the fear 
which we now have to adinit them, will have 
like success as that contention had between 
the nobility and people of Rome for the ad- 
initung of a plebeian consul; which whilst it 
Was In passage was very veLement, and migh- 
tily stood upon, and when the peuple had ob- 
tained it, they never nade any plcbeian consul, 
Not in sixty vears aiter: and a will this be for 
Inany years, ‘as T am persuaded, rather a mat- 
terin opiaion and reputation, than in use or 
eliect. And thisis tne first answer that I give 
to this main inconsemence pretended, of sur- 
The second answer which I 
ieive to this ab yecnon, is this: Po omust have 
leave to doubt, mmr. Speaker, chat this realm of 
England is not vet peopled to the full; for cer- 
tain itis, tha the territories of France, Italy, 
Flanders, and some parts of Germany, do in 
equal space of ground bear and contain a far 
ereater quantity of people, if they were muse 
tered by the poil; nenber can TI see, that this 
kingdom i is SO fuel inferior unto ihose furciva 
parts in fruittulness, as it Is in populations 
which makes me conceive we have not our full 
charge. Besides, Ido see manitestly among 
us the badges and tokens rather of scarceness 
than of press of people, #5 drowned grounds, 
COMINONS, Was tes, and the hike, which s ¥» 
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i demonstration, that howsoever there may 
e an over-swelling throng and press of people 
here about London, which is most in our eve, 
yet the budy of the kingdom: is but thin sown 
with people: and whosoever shall compare 
the ruins and decavs of ancient towns in this 
realin, with the crections and augmentations 
of new, cannot but judge that this realm hath 
been far better peopled in foriner times; it 
may be, in the heptarchy, or otherwise: for 
generally the rule holdeth, the smaller the 
state, the greater the population, * pro rata.’ 
And whether this be true or no, we need not 
seck farther, than to call to our remembrance 
how many of us serve here in this place for 
desolate and decayed boroughs. Again, inr. 
Speaker, whosvever looketh into the principles 
at estate, must hold that it is the meditcrrane 
counties and not the maritime, which need to 
fear surcharge of the people; tox all sea pro- 
vinces, and especially islands, have another 
element besides the earth aud soil, for their 
sustentation, For what an intinite number of 
peopte arc, and may be, sustained by fishing, 
carriage by sea, and merchandising? Wherein 
agai [ do discover, that we are not at all 
pinched by multitude of people; for if we 
were, it were not possible that we should re- 
linquish and resign such an infinite benedit of 
fishing to the Flemings,as it is well known we do. 
And therefore [ see, that we have wastes by 
sea, as well as by lands; which still is an in- 
fallible argument that our industry is not 
awakened tu scek maintenance by any over 
yreat press or charge of people. And lastly, 
mr, Speuker, there was never any kinedom im 
the ages of the world had, I think. so fhie 
and happy a meuns to issue and discharge the 
multitude of their people, if it were too great, 
as this kingdom hath, in regard of that deso- 
tate and wasted kingdom of Lretaud; which 
being a country blessed with almost all the 
dowries of nature, as rivers, havens, woods, 
quarries, goud soil, and temperate climate, 
and now at last under his maj. blessed also 
with obedience, doth, as it were, continually 
call unto us for our colonies and plantations. 
And so f conciude my 2d answer to this pre- 
tended iuconvenicnce, of surcharge of people. 
The 3d answer, me. Speaker, which [eive, is 
this: [ demand what is the worst effect that 
cau tullow of surcharge of people? Look into 
ail stories, and you shall find it nove other 
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of thar borders, which tind themselves pent, 
upon foreign parts; which mconventence, ina 
valorous and warlike nation, Ekoow not whe- 
ther fF should term an inconvenience or no: 
for the saying is most true, thouyh in another 
olnne solum for paina.’ It was 
spuken indced of the patience of an exiled 
man, but itis no less true of the valour of a 
warlike nation, Aud certainly, mr. Speaker, 
I hope I may speak it without offence, that if 
we did hold ourselves worthy, whensoever just 
eause should be given, either to recover our 
Auccent rights, or to revenge our late wrongs, 
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or to attain the honour of our ancestors, or 

ty enlarge the patrimony of our posterity, we 

should never in this manner forget considera. 

tions of amplitude and preatness, and fall at 

variance about prolit sid reckonings ; fitter a 

vreat deal for private persons than tor parlia- 

ments and kingdoms. And fhus, mr. Speaker, 

L leave this tirst objection to such satisfaction 

as you have heard. ‘The ¢d objectiun ts, that 

the tundamental laws of both these kingdoms 

of Enylaud and Scutland are yet divers and 

several; nay more, that it is declared by the 

instrument, that they shall so continue, and 

that there is no intent in his maj. to make in- 

rovation in them: and theretore that it should 

not be seasonable to proceed to this naturali- 

zation, whereby to cudow them with our rights 

and privileges, except they should likewise re- 

ceive and submit themselves to our laws; and 

this objection likewise, mr. Speaker, I allow to 

be a weighty objection, and worthy to be well 
answered and discussed. ‘Che answer which [ 
shall offer is this; it is true, for my own part, 
mr. Speaker, that 1 wish the Scottish nation 
governed by our laws; for IT bold our laws 
with some reducement worthy to govern, and 
it vere the world: but this is that which I say, 
and I desire therein your attention, that ac- 
cording to true reason of estate, uaturaliza- 
tion is in order first and precedent to union of 
laws; in degree a less matter than union of 
laws 3 and in nature separable, not insepara- 
ble trom union of laws; for naturalization 
doth but take out the marks of a foreigner, 
hut union of laws make them ecutirely as our- 
selves. Naturabvation taketh away separa- 
tion; but union of laws doth take uway dis- 
uncuon, Do we not see, ir. Speaker, that 
in the administration of the world uuder the 
reat Monarel God limeclf, that bis laws are 
diverse: one law iu spirits, anather in bodies ; 
vae saw ain regrons celestial, another in cle- 
mentary: aud vet the creatures are all one 
raass or dump, without any vacuum or separa-’ 
tion? Do we not dikewise see in the state of 
the church, that amongst people of all lan- , 
vunges and lmeaces there is onc Communion 
of saiuts, und that we are all telluw-citizeus 
and naturalized of the heavenly Jerusalem ; 
and vet nevertheless divers aud several eccle- 
slastical laws, policies, aud hicrarchies, ace 
cording to the speech of that worthy father, 
‘Tn veste warictas sit, scissura non sit? And 
thereture certainly, mr. Speaker, the bond of 
law is the morc special and private bond, and 
the bond of naturalization the more common 
and vcneral; for the laws are rather ‘ figura 
reipublica’ than © forma,’ and rather boads of 
pertection than bonds of entireness: and there- 
tore we see In the experience of our own govt. 
that in the kingdom of Ircland, all our statute 
laws, since Poyning’s law, are not in force; 
and vet we deny them not the benetit of na- 
turalization, In Jersey and Guernsey and the 
isle of Man, our common laws are not in 
force, and yet they have the benefit of matu- 
ralization; neither need any mag doubt but 
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that our laws and customs must in sinall time 
gather and win upon theirs; for here is the 
seat uf the kingdom, whence come the supreme 


directions of estate: here is the king’s person’ 


aod exainple, of which the verse saith, ‘ Regis 
ad exempluin tutus-coimponitur orbis.” And 
therefore it is not possible, althuugh not by 
soleno and furmal act of estates, vet by the 
secret operation of no long time, but they will 
come under the yoke of our laws, aud so 
‘dulcis tractus pari jugo.’ And this 1s the 
answer I yive to the ¢d objection. ‘The 3d 
objection is,. some inequality in the fortunes 
of these’ two nations, England aud Scotland, 
by the commixture whereof there may ensuc 
advantage to them and less to us. Wherein, 
mr. Speaker, it is well that this difference or 
disparity censisteth but in the external gouds 
of fortune: for indeed it must be contessed, 
that tor the goods uf the mind aud the body, 
they are ‘ alteri nos,’ other ourselves; tor to 
do them but right, we kuow in their capacity 
and understanding they are a people ingenious, 
in labour industrious, in courage valiant, in 
body hard, active, and comely. More, might 
be said, but ia commending them we do 
but in effect commend ourselves: for they 
are of one piece and continent with us; 
and the truth is, we are participant both of 
their virtues and vices. For if they have been 
noted to he a people not so tructable in govt. 
‘we cannot, without flattering ourselves, firee 
ourselves altogether trom that fault, being a 
thing indeed incident to all martial peuple ; 
as we see it evident by the example of the 
Romans and others; even like unto fierce 
borses, that though they be of better service 
than others, yet ure they harder to guide and 
manage, But for this objection, mr. Speaker, 
I propose to answer it, not by authority of 
Scriptures, which saith, * Beatius est dare 
quam accipere,’ but by an ‘authority framed 
and derived from the judgment of ourselves 
and our ancestors in the same case as to this 
point. For, mr. Speaker, in all the lue of 
yur kings none used to carry greater cuin- 
mendatvion than his ma)j.’s uobie progenitor 
king Edward the first of that name; and 
amongst his other commendatioiis, both of 
war and policy, neue is more celebrated than 
-his purpose und enterprise for the cunquest of 
Scodand, as not bending his designs to glorious 
acquests abroad, but to solid strength at home ; 
which, nevertheless, if it had succeeded well, 
could navt but have brought in all those in- 
conveniences of the commixture of a morc 
ef ard kingdom with a less, that are now 
alledged. For it is not the yoke, either of 
our laws or arms, that can alter the nature of 
the climate or the nature of the soil; neither 
is it the manner of the commixture that can 
alter tbe matter of the commixture: and 
.therefure, mr. Speaker, if it were good for us 
‘then, it is good for us now, and rot to be 
Sari the less because we paid not so dear 
‘for it.. But a more full answer to this objec- 
sh T refer over to that which will come atter, 
OL. 1, 
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to be spoken touching surety and greatness. 
The 4th objection, mr. Speaker, is not pro- 
perly an objection, but rather a pre-occupation 
of an objcction of the other side; for it may - 
be said, and very materiully, whereabout do 
we contend? The benefit of Naturalization is 
by the law, in as many as have been or shall 
be born since his maj.’s coming to the crown, 
already settled and invested. There is no 
more then but to bring the § ante-nati’ into 
the degree of thie ‘ post-natui,’ that men gruawn 
that have well deserved, may be in no worse 
case than children which have: not deserved, 
and elder brothers in no worse case than 
younger brothers; so as we stand upon ‘ quid- 
dain,’ not ‘ quantum,’ being but.a hitle difter- 
ence of time of one gencration from another. 
To this, mr. Speaker, it is said by some, that 
the law is not so, but that the.‘ post-nat’ are 
aliens as the rest. A point that I mean: not 
much to argue, both because it hath been well 
spoken to by the gentlemen that spoke last be- 
fore me; and because I do desire in this case 
and in this place to speak rather of cunveni- 
ency than of law; only this I will say, tha 
that opinion seems to me contrary to reason 
of law, contrary to form of pleading in law, 
and contrary to authority and experience of 
law. For reason of law, when I meditate of 
it, methinks the wisdom of the common laws 
of England well observed, 1s admirable in the 
distribution uf the benefit and protection of 
the laws, according to the several cundiuions 
of persons, in an excellent proportion. The 
degrees are tour, but bipartite, two of aliens 
and two of subjects. ‘The first degree is of an 
alien born under a king or estate that is an 
enemy. If such an one come into this king- 
dom without safe conduct, it is at his peril; 
the law giveth hin vo protection, neither for 
body, lands, nor goods; so as if he be slain 
there is no remedy by any appeal at the par- 
ty’s suit, although his wife were an English 
woman: marry at the king’s suit, the case may 
be otherwise in regard of the offence to the 
peace. The second degree ts of an alien that 
is born under the faith and allegiance of a 
king or state that is a friend. Unto such a 
person the lav, doth impart a greater benefit 
and protection, that is, concerning things per- 
sonal, transitory, and moveable, as goods and 
chattels, contracts, aud the hike, but not con- 
cerning freehold and inheritance. And the 
reason is, because he may be an enemy, 
though he be not; for the state under the 
obeisance of which he is, may enter into quar- 
rel and hostility; and therefore, as the law 
hath but a transitory assurance uf him, so it 
rewards him but with transitory benetits. ‘Phe 
third degree is of a subject, who having becn 


-an alien, is by charter made denizen. To such 


an one the law doth impart yct a more ain- 

ple benefit; for it gives him power to purchase 

treeliold and mheritance to. his own use, and 

likewise enables the children born after his 

denization to inherit. But yet nevertheless he 

canuot make title. nor couvey pedigree from 
aA 


‘ 
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Nativity they are inbred and inherent. 


-paturalized. Nay 


‘ot the crown ot France. 


-fied and bound an with a farther union, and 
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any anccstor paramount; for the law thinks namely, thet which 1s now in question, of No- 
not good to make him in the same degree with | turalization, this hath followed, that at one 
a subject born, because he was once an alien, | ume or other they have broken again, being 
and so might have been an enemy: and ‘ ne- | upon all occasions apt to revolt and relapse to 
mo subito fingitur,’ men's uffections cannot be | the former separation. Of this assertion, the 
so settled by any benefit, as when from their | first example which I will set before you, is of 


And 
the fourth degree, which is the pertect degree, 


.ts of such a person as neither ts enemy, nor 


could have been enemy im time past, nor can 


jaw gives unto him the fall benefit of Naturah- 
gation. Now, snr. Speuker, if these be the 
true steps and paccs of the law, no man can 


- deny but whosoever is born under the king’s 
- obedience never could ‘ im aliquo puncto tem- 


pori,’ be an enemy, 2 rebel he might be, but 
M0 enemy; and thercfore in reason of Juw is 
: , contrariwise, he is bound 
‘jure nativitatis’ to defend this kingdom of Eng- 
land against ull invaders or rebels ; and there- 
-fore, as he is obliged to the protection ot arms, 
and that perpetually and universally, so he is 


-to have the perpetual and universal benefit 


and protection of laws, which is Naturalization. 
For form of pleading, it is true that hath been 
said, that if a man would plead anothcr to be 


an alien, he must not only set forth negatively 
‘and privately, that he was born out of the.obe- 


dience of our sovercign lord the king, but af- 


_ dirmatively, under the obedience of a foreign 


king or state in particular, wluch can never be 
done in this case. As for authority, I will not 
ress.it; you know all what hath been pub- 


Jished by the king’s proclamation. And for ex- 
| cae of law, we see it in the subjects of Ire- 


and, in the subjects of Guernsey and Jerscy,par- 


celsof the duchy of Normandy ; in the subjects of 


Calais, when it was English, which was parcel 
But as [ said, [ am 
not willing to enter into an argument af law, 
but to hold myself to point of conveniency, so 
as for my part I hold all ‘ post-nati’ oatural- 


ized © ipso jure ;? but yet I am tar from opi- 


nion, that it should be a thing superfluous to 


have it done by parl.; chiefly in respect of 


that true principle of estate, ‘ principum ac- 
tiones precipue ad famam sunt componend.’ 
it wall ft up a sizn to all the world of our love 
towards them, and good agreement with them. 
And these are, mr. Speaker, the material ob- 
jections which have been made on the other 
side, whereunto you have heard my answers; 
weigh them in your wisdems, and so I con- 
elude that general part. Now, mr. Speaker, 
according 33 I promised, I must till the other 
balance, in expressing unta you the inconve- 
niences which we shall incur, if we shall not 

roceed to this Naturalization; wherein that 
inconvemience, which of ail others, and alone 
by itseli, if there were none other, doth ex- 
ceedingly move me, and may move you, is a 
position of estate, collected out of the records 


| 


' 
i 


that memorable union which was between the 
Romans and the Latins, which continued from 
the battle at the lake of Regilla, for many 
years, unto the consulships. At what time 


. be enemy in time to come; and therctore the ; there rk about this very point of Naturalt- 


zation, that war which was called ‘ bellum 
sociale,’ being the most bloody and pernicious 
war that ever the Roman state endured; 
wherein, after a pumber of battles and iofinive 
sicges and surprises of towns, the Rumans in 
the end prevailed and mastered the Latins; 
but as soon as ever they had the honour of the 
war, looking back intv what perdition and 
contusion they were near to bave been bronght, 
they presently naturalized them all. You 
speak of a Naturalization in Bland; there was 
a naturalization decd in blood. Let me set 
befure you again the cxample of Sparta, and 
the rest of Peloponnesus their associates. The 
state of Sparta was a nice and jealous state in 
this point of imparting Naturalization to their 
confederates. But what was the issue of it? 
After they had held them in a kind of socicty 
and amity for divers years, upon the first occa- 
sion given, which was no more tban the sur- 
prise of the castle of Thebes, by certain dcspe- 
rate conspirators in the habit of maskers, 
there ensucd immediately a general revolt 
and defection of their associates; which was 
the ruin of their state never afterwards to be 
recovered. Of latter times let me lead your 
consideration to behold the like events in the 
kingdom .of Arragon; which kingdom was 
united with Castile and the rest of Spain m 
the persons ot Ferdinando and Isabella, and 
so continued many vears; but yet so as it 
stood a kingdom severed and divided from the 
rest of the body of Spain in privileges, and di- 
rectly in this poant of Naturahzation, or capa- 
city of inheritance. What came of this? 
Thus much, that now of fresh memory, not 
pust twelve yours since, only upon the voice of 


‘a condemned man out of the grate of a pr- 


{ 


son towards the street, that cried ‘ fueros,’ 
which is as much as, kbertes ar privileges, 
there was raised a dangerous rebellion, wluch 
was suppressed with great dithculty with an 
army royal, After which victory nevertheless, 
to shun tarther inconvenience, their privieges 
were disannulled, and they were incorporated 
with the rest of Spain. Upon so small 6 
spark, notwithstanding so long a contiauance, 
were they ready -to break and sever again, 
The like may be said of the states of Florence 
and Pisn, which city.of Pisa being uaited nnto 
Florence, but not-endowed with the benefit ot 
Naturalization, upon the first light of foreign 


‘of time, which is this: that wkeresoever seve- | assistance, by the expedition of Charles VII. 


ral kingdoms or estates have been umited in | of France into Italy, did revolt; though it be 
sovereignty, if that union hath not. been forti- | since again reunited and sia waitin The 


aS 


sane efect.we see in the most barbaroas g0- 
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vernment, which shews it the rather to be an 
effect of nature; for it was thought a fit policy 
by the council ef Constantinople to retain the 
three provinces of Transylvania, Wallachia, 
and Moldavia, which were as the very nurses 
ot Comts:antinople, in respect of their provi- 
sons, to the enu they might be the less wasted, 
under Waywoods as vassals and ho- 
Magers, and not under Bashaws, as provinces 
ef the Turkish empire; which policy we see 
by late experience proved unfortunate, as ap- 
peared by the revolt of the same three pro- 
vinces, under the arms and conduct of Sigis- 
mond, prince of Transylvania, a leader very 
famous, for a time; which revolt is not vet 
fully recovered. Whereas we seldom or ne- 
ver hear of revolts of provinces incorporated 
with the Turkish empire, On the other part, 
mr. Speaker, because it is true what the lovi- 
élans say, ‘ opposita juxta se posita mais elu- 
cescunt:’ let us take @ view, and we sliall tind 
that wheresocver kingdums and states have 
been united, and that union corroburated by 
the bund of mutual Naturalization, you shall 
never observe them afterwards, upon any occa- 
sion of trouble or othorwise, to break and se- 
ver again: as we see most evidently Leture 
our eycs, in divers provinces of France, that 
% to say, Guienne, Provence, Normandy, Bri- 
tain, which notwithstanding the infinite infest- 
mg troubles of that kingdom, never offered to 
break ugain. We see the like cifect in all the 
kingdoms of Spain, which are mutually natu- 
falized, as Leon, Castile, Valentia, Andalusia, 


Granada, and the rest, except Arragon, which | 


held the contrary course, wid theretore had 
the contrary success, as was said, and Portu- 
gal, of which there js not yet sufficient trial. 
And, lastly, we see the like effect in our own 
flation, which never rent asunder after it was 
once united; so as we now scarce know whe- 
ther the heptarchy were a true storv ora fta- 
ble. And theretore, mr. Speaker, when I re- 
volve with myself these examples and others, 
so lively expressing the necessity of a Naturali- 
zation to avaid a relapse into a scparationy; 
and do hear so many arguments and scruples 
made on the other side; it makes me think on 
the old bishop, which, upon a public disputa- 
tion of certain Christian divines with sume 
learned men of the heathen, did extremely 
press to be heard; and they were loth to sul> 
fer tm, because they knew he was unlearned, 
though otherwise gn holy and well-meaning 
shau; but at last, with much ado, he got to 
be heard; and when he cate to speak, in- 
stend of using argument, he did only say over 
his belief; but did it with such assurance and 
constancy, as it did strike the minds of those 
that beard him more than any atgument had 
done. And so, mr. Speaker, agaist all these 
Witty and sabtle arguincnts, I say, that [ do 
believe, and. I would be sorry to be found a 
Frophet in it, that except we proceed with this 
Nataralization, though perhaps not in his maj.’s 
time, who hath such interest m both nations, 


yet in the tine of his descendants these realms 
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will be in contmual danger to divide and 
break again. Now if any man be of that 
careless mind, ‘ maneat nostru$ ea cura pe. 
potes ;’ or of that hurd mind, to leave things 
to be tried by the sharpest sword: sure [ ain, 
he is not of st. Paul's opinion, who attirmeth, 
that whosoever useth not a foresight and prow 
vision for his family, 3s worse than an unbe~ 
liever; snuch more it we shal} not use fure- 
sight for these two kingdems, that comprehend 
in them so many families, but leave things 
open to the peril of future divisions. And 
thus have expressed unto vou that inconveni- 
ence, which, of all others, sinketh decpest with 
me asthe most weighty: neither do there want 
other inconveniences, mr, Speaker, the cttects 
and influence whereof I fear will not be ad- 


journed to 30 long a day as this that 1 have 


spoken of: for I leave it to your wisdoms to 
consider whether you do not think, in case, 
by the denial of this Naturalization, any pique 
or alienation, or unkindness, I do aot say 
should be, but should be thought to be, or 
noised to be betwecu these two nations, whe- 
ther it will not quicken and excite all the en- 
vious aud malicious humours, wheresvever, 
which are now covered, agitinst us, either foe 
reign or at-home; and so open the way te 
practices and other engines and maclunations, 
to the disturbance of this state? As for that 
other inconvenience of bis maj.’s engagement 
into this action, it is too binding and pressing 
to be spoken of, and may do better a great 
deal in your minds than in my mouth, or in 
the mouth of any man else; because, as I say, 
it doth press our jiberty too far. And there- 
fore, mr. Speaker, 1 come now to the third 
general part of my division, concerning the 
benefits which we shail purchase hy this knit- 
ting of the knot surer and stratter between 
these two kingdoms, by the communicating of 
Naturahzation; the benefits may appear to be 
two, the one surety, the other greatness. 
Touching surety, mr. Speaker, it was well said 
by Titus Quintius the Roman, touching the 
state of Pelopounesus, that the tortoise is sate 
within her shell, ‘ testudo intra tegumen tuta 
est ;' but if there be any parts that Jie open, 
they cndanger all the rest.. We know well, 
that although the state at this me be ina 
happv peace, yet for the time past, the more 
ancient cuemy to this kingdom hath beeh the 
French, and the more late the Spaniard ; and 
both these had as it were their sevetal postern 
gates, whereby they thight have approach and 
entrance to annoy us, France had Scotland, 
and Spain had Ireland; for these were the 
two accesses which did comfort and encourage 
both these enemies to -assail and trouble us. 
We see that of Scotland is cyt off by the union 
of these two kingdoms, if that it shall be now 
made constant and permanent; that of Ire- 
land js cut off likewise by the convenient situ- 
ation of the narth of Scotland towards the - 
north af Ireland, where the sore was: which 
we see, being suddenly closed, hath ¢ontinued 


closed by means of this salve; so that as raw 
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there are no parts of this state exposed to 
danger to be a temptation to the ambition of 
foreizners, but their approaches and avenues 
are taken away: for I do little doubt but those 
foreigners which had so little success when they 
had those advantages, will have inuch less 
comfort now that they be taken from them: 
and so much for surety. For greatness, mr. 
Speaker, I think a man mav speak it soberly 
and without bravery, that this kingdom of 
England, having Scotland united, Ireland re- 
duced, the sca provinces of the Low Countries 
contracted, aud shipping maintained, is one ot 
the greatest monarchies, in forces truly estecni- 
ed, that hath been in the world, Vor certainly 
the kingdoms here ou earth have a resenblance 
with the kingdom of heaven, which our Saviour 
comparcth, not to any great kernel or nut, 
but to a very small grain, vet such avn one as 
Js apt te gruw and spread; and such doT take 
to be the constitution of this kingdom; if in- 
deed we shall refer our counsels to greatness 
and power, and not quench them too much 
with the consideration of utility and wealth. 
For mr. Speaker, was it not, think you, a true 
enswer that Solon of Greece made to the rich 
king Croesus of Lydia, when she shewed unto 
him a great quantity of gold that he had ga- 
thered together, in ostentation of his greatness 
and might? But Solon said to hin, contrary to 
his expectation, “ Why, sir, if another come 
that hath better iron than you, he will be lord 
of all your gold.” Neither is the authority of 
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who first ruined the duke of Burgundy, the 
same who had almost ruined the kinzdom of 
France, what time, atter the battle near Gran- 
son, the rich jewel of Burgundy, prized at 
many thousands, was sold for a few pence by. 
# common Swiss, that knew no more whata 
And 
arain, the samé nation in revenge of a scofh, 
was the ruin of the French king’s atfairs in 
ftaly, Lewis XIU. For that king, when he was 
pressed somewhat ruddly by an agent of the 
Switzers to raise their pensions, brake ito 
words of choler: ‘.What,” said he, “ will 
these villains of the mountains put a tax upon 
me?” Wiich words Jost bin his duchy of 
Milan, and chased bim out of Italy. All 
which exainples, mr. Speaker, da well prove 
Solon’s opinion of the authority and mastery 
that iron hath over gold. And therefore, if [ 
shall speak unto you mine own heart, wethinks 
we should a little disdain that the nauon of 
Spain, which howsucver of late it hath grown 
to rule, yet of ancicnt time served maay ages ; 
frst under Carthage, then under Rome, after 
under Saracens, Goths, and others, should of 
late vears take unto themselves that spirit as 
to dream of a monarchy in the west, according 
to that dexice, § Video solemn orientem im 0ce 
cidente,’ only because they have ravished from 
some wild and unarmed people mines and 
store of gold; and on the other side that tins 
island of Britain, seated aud manned as it is, 
and that hath, [ make no question, the best 


Machiavel to be despised, who scorneth that | iron in the world, that is, the best soldiers in 


1 


and saith, “ there are no true sinews of wars, | cannot tell what. 


but the very sinews of the arms of valiant 
men.” Nay more, mr. Speaker, whosoever 
shall Jook into the seminaries and beginnings 
of the wnonarchies of the world, he shall tad 
them founded in poverty. Peysia, a country 
barren and poor, in respect. of the Medes, 
whoin they subdued. Macedon, a kingdom 
lgnoble and mercenary until the time of Philip 
the son of Amyntas. Rome had poor and 
dea beginnings. The Turks, a hand of 
Sarmatian Scythes, that in a vagabond manner 
made incursion upon that part of Asia, which 
as yet called Turcomania; out of which, after 
much vgricty of fortune, sprung the Ottoman 
family, now the terror of the world. So, we 
know, the Goths, Vandals, Alans, Huns, Lom-. 
bards, Normans, and the rest of the northern 
people, im one age of the world made their 
descent or expedition upon the Buman em- 
pire, and came not, as rovers, to carry away 
prey, and be gone again; but planted them- 
selves in a number of rich and fruitful pro- 
vjnces, where not. only their generations, but 
their names remain to this day; witness Lom- 
bardy, Catalonia, a name compounded of 
Goth and Alan, Andalusia, a name corrupted 
from Vandalitia, Hungaria, Normandy, and 
others.. Nay, the fortune of the Swisses of 
Jate years, which are bred in a barren and 
mountainous country, js not to be forgotten ; 
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pee of state, taken first from a speech of ; the world, shall think of nothing but reckon- 
ucianus, that moneys are the sincws of wars; | ings and andits, and ¢ mcuin et tuum,’ and If 


Mr. Speaker, I have, I 
take it, gone through the parts which [ pro- 
pounded to myself, whercin if any man shall 
think that [ have sung a placebo, tor mme 
own particular, F would have him know that I 
am not so unseen in the world, but that I dis- 
cern it. were much alike for my private fortune 
to rest a tacebo, as to sing a placebo in this 
business: but [ have spoken out of the toun- 
tain of my heart. ‘ Credidi propter quod lo- 
cutus suin:’ I believed, therefore I spake. Sa 
as my duty is pertormed: the judgment 1s 
yours; God direct it for the best.” 

Sir Chris. Piggott reflects on the Scots— 
committed to the Lower—und expelled.) These 
were all, or most of the arguments, used on both 
sides, in this day’s debate ; and we shall take 
notice of no more, being sufficient to shew the 
temper of both court and country party, tthe 
house, on the subject of the Union. We can- 
not, however, avoid giving the Case of one 
member who was punished, by his brethren, 
for letting bis tongue run too far in invective 
aguinst the Scouish uation, in one of the days 
of debate. This was sir Christ. Piggott, one of 
the knights for the county of Bucks,* who, on 
the 18th of Feb. when some Memorandums 


* He was clected upon the vacancy occasie 
oned bv sir Francis Guodwin’s Resignauion.— 
See Willis’s Noutia Parliamentania. 
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about the Union were offered to be read, and 
a dispute aruse, whether all at once or sepa- 
rately, this knight, with a loud voice, and not 
standing up with his hat off, asthe order is, 
pressed to have them read generally, concur- 
zing in this with the opinion of several others. 
“ But the house,” say the Commons’ Journals, 
“ observing his inanner of sitting and calling, 
for order’s sake, urged him to stand up and 
speak, if he was desirous to make known his 
opinion. Upon which he arouse, and pretend- 
ing, at first, to deliver.some reasons why he 
pressed the reading of the Remembrances, ge- 
perally; he, afterwards, entered into a bye- 
‘Matier of invective against the Scots and 
Scottish nation; using many words of scandal 
and obloquy, ill-beseeming such an audience, 
and not pertinent to the matter in hand. As, 
‘Jet us not join murderers, thicves, and the ro- 
guish Scots with the well-deserving Scots. As 
much difference between them as between a 
judge and a thief. He would speak his con- 
science without flattery of any creature what- 
soever. They bave not suffered above two 
kings to die in their beds, these 200 years. 
Our king hath hardly escaped them; they have 
attempted him. Now he 1s come from amonyst 
them, let us free him frum such atempts here- 
alter, &c.’ The house,we are informed, were 
gwaazed at this specch that they stood staring at 
one another, and took no notice of it for that 
time, Lut let it pass without tax or censure. 
Tt was not till the 16th of Feb. that the house 
bethought themselves of this insolent Specch ; 
when the words of offence contained in it, were 
particularly recited. But this seeins to have been 
spurred up by a Message from the king, who 
said, “ he did much mishke and tax the neglect 
of the house; inthat the speech was not inter- 
rupted in the instant, and the party committed 
betore it became public, and to his highness’s 
ear.” In excuse of this, it wasanswered, “ That 
* leves loquuntur cur, ingentes stupunt * and 
that it seemed to fall within that case, wherein 
Solomon's counsel was, ‘ not to givc an answer ;’ 
buc that the dislike appeared, evidently, by the 
‘mestum silentium,” which then was found in 
the house. It was then moved, That sir Chris- 
topher might be sent for, which was mmmedi- 
ately done by the serjeant, with his mace.— 
After the Serjeant was gone for the Offender, 
Many motions and questions ensued upon it. 
The prisoner being set to the bar, laboured to 
explain the words uttered by him; and to 
clear himself from malice and disloyalty, 
Which the house did not much regard; but, 
being commanded out, they debated what pu- 
nishinent they should fix upon him. The 
Tower was first named, and also a dismission 
from his place in the house. Much dispute 
arose about this last affair; at length being 

reed, the offender was called in again, and 
kneeling, the Speaker pronuunced this judg- 
ment upon him, viz. “ That since his offence 
was so apparently heinous, the house did not 
hold it fit that any particulars should be named, 
@r to give a reason for their judgment; but 


their order was, That he should be carried to 
the prison of the Tower, there to remain 
during the pleasure of the house; That he 
should be dismissed from his place of knight 
of the shire for Bucks, and a writ issued vut 
for a new choice.” 
for commitment, and a new writ, were made 
out, the tomn of both which are entered in the 
Journals, 


Accordingly bis warrant 


After che prisoner had remained some time 


in the Tower, he sent a letter to a relation of 
his, a member of the same house, cumplaining 
of his ill state of health, occasioned by his 
confinement; and begged of him to intercede 
with the Commons tor his release. 


Much. dis- 
pute arose, about the manner of his enlarge- 
inent, and whether they ought to acquaint the 
king with its; much fear was had about their 
privileges, because he was cofninitted by an 
express order of the house. At last, the 
Speaker undertook this matter with the king; 
and the next day reported this Message from 
his maj. about it. “ That be had taken no- 
tice of the Motion and Petition, made in the 
house, for the releasement or sir Christ. Pig- 
gott, and said, “ ‘Phat out of an ill cause 
there might grow a good effect, That the 
speech was very rash, and unadvised at the 
first, and that the silence of the house might 
have bred sume ill conceit; but his waj, is far 
from opinion, that it received allowance from 
any member in tie house, interpreting always, 
that the cause of their forbearance was, lest i¢ 
might be auy interruption to the business in 
hand. But since, he is more absolutely satis- 
fied with their carriage: 1. Ju that they have 
not charged him with particulars, bute have 
put the words in oblivion. &. That they have 
proceeded against hin to the height of justice. 
3. That they have not been wilhng to proceed 
with his enlargeinent, antl be might take notice 
ofit. That, as on the last sesston, he had taken 
true heart’s content, in the manner of granting 
the Subsidy, and tor thatdid think them well-de- 
serving his thanks; sv, in this unhappy business, 
it pleaseth him so well, that he again returns 
thei thanks for it. For the motion, as at the 
first, he conceived, they proceeded to his pue 
nishment with great judzment; so will he not 
now assume to hitnscit any power, but leave 
it to the sane judyment for mercy; and, if 
they think yuod, wisheth he may be freed 
trom the prison, and dispose himself in some 
fitter place for bis health.”"—After this was 
heard, a motion ensued, That sir Christopher 
uught be restored to his place in the flouse 
again, which was not assented to; but it was 
presently ordered, that he should be enlarged 5 
and a warrant was directed to the lieut. of the 
Tower for that purpose. 

During these contests in the Lower House, 
the king took all possible pains, by Messages, 
&c. to keep them together and make them 
yniform., Many of the members had slipped 
into the country, or neglected the service, as 
disliking the business they were upon. A call 
af the house was therefore ordcred; but be- 
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fore that took place, the king called both 
houses before him, to Whitehall, March 31, in 
order to reconcile their diterences, and spoke 
to them as follows :—— 

» Lhe King’s Speech to both Houses for hasten- 
ing the yee «My lords of the hicher 
house, and you knights and burgesses of the 
lower house: All men, at thé beginning of a 
feast, bring torth good wine first, and after 
Worse: this was the saying of the guvernor of 
the feast at Cana in Galilce, where Clirist 
wrought his tirst miracle, by changing water 
mto wine; but im this case now, whereof J 
am to speak unto you, f must follow that go- 
vernors rule, and not Christ’s example, in 
giving you the worst and sourcst wine fast. 
For all the tine of this lone session of the part. 
you have been so ted and cloyed (specially 
you of the Lower House) with such banquets, 
and choice of dcheate speeches, and your cars 
so seasoned with the sweetness of long preco- 
gitate orations, as this my speech, now in the 
breaking-up of this assembiy, cannot but ap- 
* pear unto your taste ay the worst wine, pro- 
posed at the end- of the banquet; since I am 
only to deliver now unto you matter, without 
ourious form; substance, without ceremony; 
truth, in all sincerity. Yet, considering the 
person that speaketh, the parties to whom T 
speak, the matter whereof t inean to speak, it 
fits better to utter matter rather than words ; 
in regard of the greatness of my place, who 
am to speak to you; the gravity of you the au- 
ditory, which is the Ingh court of park the 
weight of the mattcr, which concerns the se- 
curity and establishment of this whole empire 
and little world. 
eloquencé upon little matter, is fit tor the Uni- 
versities; where not the subject that 18 spoken 
of, but the trial of his wit that speaketh, is 
most commenduble; but, on the contrary, in 
all great councils of parliaments, fewest words, 
with most matter, do become best; where the 
dispatch of the great errands in hand, and not 
the praise uf the person, is most to be lonked 
unto; hke the garment of a chaste woman, 
who is only set forth by ber natural beauty, 
which is properly her own; other deckings are 
but ensigns of an harlot, that flies with bor- 
rowed feathers. And besides the conveniency, 
I ain forced hereunto by necessity, iny place 
calling me to action, and not leaving me to 
the hberty of contemplation; having always 
my thoughts busred with the public care of vou 
ail; where every one of you, having bat him- 
self and his own private to think of, art at 
more lersure to make studied speeches. And 
therefore the matter, which I deliver you ¢ortfu- 
sediv, as in u sack, leave it to you, when you 
are in your chambers, and have better leisure 
than I can have, to rank them in ordcr, every 
ene in their own place. Thus much by wav 
ef Preface; but I proceed to the Matter: 


whereof IT might say, with st. Paul, I could 


speak in as many tongues as you all; but I 
had rather speak three words to editieation, 


Studied orations, and much 
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vain (saith the psalmist) doth the builder build 
the houac, or the watchman watch the city, 
antess the Lord give his blessing thereunto; 
and, in the New Testament, st. Paul saith, 
that he inav plant, Apotlos may water; bat i6 
is God only that musr give the inereasc, The 
I speak, because of the long trme, which hath 
heen spent abort tlic Treaty of the Union, 
For myself, I protest unto von all, when I first 
propounded the Union, I then thought there 
could have been ho more question of it, than 
of your declaration and acknowledgment of 
my rivht ante this crown; and that, as twa 
twins, they would have grown up together, 
The error was nmiy mistaking; F knew Yuine 
own end, but tot dthers’ fears. But now, 
finding mrahy crosses, long disputations, strang¢ 
quesuians, and nothing done, IT must needs 
think it proceeds, eithér of mistaking of the 
etrand, or clse froth some jealousy of me thé 
propounder, that you so add delay unto delay; 
searching out, as it werd, the very bowels of 
curiosity, and conclude nothing. Neither can 
T condemn you, for being yet in some jealousy 
of my intention in this matter; having not vet 
had so great experience of my behaviour and 
inclination, iu these few years past, as you 
may peradveriture have in a longer tutte heres 
dfier; aud not having occasion te consult 
daily with myself, and hear mne own opiniod 
in all those particulars which are debated 
among you. Wut here, I pray you now, mis 
take me not at the first, when as [ seem ta 
tind faute with your delays and curiosity, as if 
1 would have you tu resolve, m an hour's time, 
that which will take a month’s advisetncnt; 
for you all know, that rer est ler loguens; and 
you have oft heard me say, that the king's 
will and intention, being the speaking Jaw; 
oucht to be /ece elarius: and T hope you of 
the Lower House have the proof of this my 
clearness, by a bill serit you down from the 
Upper House within these few days, or rather’ 
few hours; wherein may very well appeur unto 
you the care Ehove, to put my subjects in a 
good security of their possessions for all poste- 
rities toconie. And thercfore, that you miy 
clearly understand my meauing in that pomt, 
I do freely confess, you had reason to advise 
at leisure upon so great a cause; for great 
inatters do ever require great deliberation, he- 
fore they be well concluded. * Deliberandum 
est diu, quod statuenduin est senicl’, Consutta- 

tions must proceed lento pede; but the execr- 

tion of a sentence upon the resolotion would 

be speedy. If you will vo on, it matters hot, 

thouch you @6 with leaden feet, go yon make 

still some progress, and that there be no lett, 

nor needless delay; and do set ‘ node in scih+ 

po querere.” IT am evct for the medium 18 

every thing. Betweett foolish rashne's, ahd 

extreme length, there ts 4 iniddle way. Search 

all that is reasonable; bat omit that, whieh 

is idle, curious, and unnecessary; otherwise 

there can never be a resolution or end itt aly 

wood work. And now from the General 


than talk a day without understanding. In will descend to the Particulars; and wil, only 


4101] 


for the ease of your memories, divide the mat- 
ter, that ] am ty speak of, into.four Lleuds; 
by opening unte you, Ist, what Ucrave; 2udly, 
in what Manner | desire it; 3dly, what Cum- 
moditses will ensue to both the kingdoms by 
it; 4thly, what the supposed Incouvemiency 
may be that gives Igipeduuents thereunto.— 
Yur the first, what I crave; I protest before 
God, who knows my heart, and to vou niy 
people, before whom it were a shame to lye, 
that 1 clain nothing, bat with acknowledg- 
ment of soy boyd to you; that, ay ye owe Ww 
we subjection and ebedicuce, so my sove- 
weignty abligeth we to yield, to your juve, 
gevernment apd pratecuan: neither did J 
ever wish avy happiness to myscli, which was 
— MOL conjoined with the happiness of my pco- 
se T desire a perfect Union of Laws and 
ersens, aud such a Naturaliazing, ag may 
meke ove body of both kingdous, under me 
your king; that J, avd my posterity (if it so 
please Gad) may rube over yyu to the world’s 
ead; such an Union, as was of the Scots and 
Picts ig Scotland, and of the Heptarchy here 
an England. And tor Scotland, | wvow such 
an Union, as it you had get it by conquest; 
but such a conquest, as may be cemented by 
Jove, the only. sure. bound of subjection or 
friendship : that as there js over both but ynxs 
rex; eo there may be iw both but waus gree, 
e¢ ung ler: far no more porsibleeis it ior one 
king to govern two countries contiguous, the 
one a greater, the other a less; a richer, anda 
poorer; the greatcr drawing, like an adamant, 
the lesser to the commodities thereor; than 
for one head to govern two bodies, or one man 
tu be husband of;two wives; whereof Christ 
Inuself said, «Ab Initio non fut sic.’—But ia 
the general Union you must observe two 
things ; for [ will discover my thoughts plaialy 
unto you: I study clearness, not eloquence ; 
and therefore, with the old philosopher, I 
would heartily wish, my breast were a trans 
parent glass, for you all to ace through, that 
you might look into my heart, and then would 
you be satistied of my meumny. For when I 
" speak of a perfect Union, b mean not contu- 
sin of all things: you must not take trom 
Scatland those particular privileges, that may 
Stand as well with this Union, as in England 
many particular Customs, in particular shires 
(as the Custoins of Kent, and the royaltics of 
the county palatine of Chester) du with the 
Commen Law of the kingdom: for.every par- 
ticular shire almost, and much more every 
country, baye same particular Customs, that 
wre, as it were, naturally most fit for that 
people: but I mean of such a general Union 
ot laws, ag may reduce the whole island ; that, 
as they live already undcr oge monarch, so 
they may all be governed by gue law: tar J 
must needs confess, by that little experience J 
have had since my coming hither, and I think 
dam able to prove it, that the graunds of the 
Common law of England are the best of an 
Jaw in. the world, either civil or pounicinek 
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Jaw would be clear, and full; so the obscurity 
in some points of this our written law, aod 
want of tulness in others, the vatiation of 

cases, aid men’s curiusity, breeding every day — 
new questions, bath enforced the judges to 
judge, in many cases here, by cases and pre 
cedcats ; wherein, I hype, lawyers themselves 
will not deny, but that there must be a grent 
uncertainty; and.I am sure all the rest of 
you, that are geutlemen of other professions, 
were long ago weary‘ot it, if you could have 
had it amended: for where there is variet 

and uncertamty, although a just judze may ih 
rightly, yet an ill judge may take advantage to 
do wrong; and then are all bonest men, that 
succeed him, tied, i @ manner, to bis unjust 
and partial conclusions. Wheretore Jeave not 
the law to the pleasure of the judge, but let 
your Jaws be looked into: fur [ desire not the 
wbulishing of the laws, but only the clearing 
aad the sweeping of the rust of them; and 
that by parl. our laws might be cleared, and 
made known to all the subjects. Yea rather, 
it were less hurt, that all the approved Cases 
were set down, and allowed by parl. for stand- 
ing laws im all time to come: for although 
some of them, peradventure, tony be unjust, as 
set down by corrupt judges; yet better it is to 
bave-a certgin law, with some spots in it, neg 
live under such an uncertain and arbitrary 
Jaw; since, as the proverb is, ¢ it 1s Icss harm 
to sufter an inconvenience, than a mischief!” 
And now may you have fair occasions of 
amending and polishing your laws, when Scot- 
land is to be united with you under them: for 
who can blame Scouand, to say, If you will 
take away our own jaws, I pray you give us a 
better and clearer in place thereof. But this 
is nut possible to be done, without a fit prepa 
raviop. He that builueth a ship, must firvt 
provide the tamber; and, as Christ himself 
said, ‘No map will build an bouse, but he 
will first provide the materials; nor a wise 
king will not make war against another, with- 
out he first make provision of money :’ and all 
great works must have their preparation; and 
that wasmy end, in causing the instrument of 
the Union to be made. Union ts a marriac#: 
would he not, be thought absurd, that, further 
ing of a marriage between two friends of his, 
would make his tirst motion to have the two 
parties be laid in bed together, and perform 
the other turns of marriage? Must there not 
precede the mutual sight and acquaintance ot 
the parties one with another; the conditions 
of the contract, and jointure, to be talked of, 
and agreed upon, by their friends; and such 
other things, as in order ought to: go betore 
the ending of such a wark? The Union is an 
eternal agreement and reconciliation of man 

long, bloudy wars, that have been between 
these two ancient kingdoms. It is the readiese 
way to agree a private quarrel between to, 
to bring them, at the first, to shake hands, 
and,.as it were, kiss other, and lic under one 
roof, or rather in one bed together, before 


apd the fittest iar thie people. But as every-| that first the yround of their quarrel be com 
\ : 
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rouned upon, their minds mitigated, their af- 
fections prepared, and all other circumstances 
first used, that ought to be used, to proceed to 
such a final agreement. Every honest man 
desireth a pertect Union; but they that say 
so, and adinit no preparation thereto, have 
mel tn ore, fel in corde. If atter your so long 
talk of Union, in all this long session of parl. 
ye rise, without agreeing upon any particular ; 
what will the neightour princes judge, whose 
eyes are all fixed upon the conclusion of this 
action, but that the king is retused in his 
desire; whcreby the nation should be taxed, 
and the king disgraced? And what an ill pre- 
paration is it for the minds of Scotland toward 
the Union, when they shall hear, that ill is 
spuken of their whole nation; but nothing is 
done nor advanced in the matter of the Union 
stself? But this, Fam glad, was but the fault 
of one; and one is no number: yet have your 
neighbours of Scotland this advantage of you, 
that none of them hath spoken ill of you (nor 
shull, as long as I am king) in parl. or any 
such public place of judicature. Consider 
therefure well, if the minds of Scotland had 
nat need to be well prepared, to persuade their 
mutual consent, seeing you here have all the 
great advantage by the Union: is not here the 

ersonal residence of the king; his whole 
Coure and Family? Is not here the Seat of 
Justice, and the Fountain of Government; 
‘Must they not be subjected to the laws of 
Figland, and so, with time, become but as 
Cumberland, and Northumberland, and those 
other remote and northern shires? You are to 
be the husband, they the witu; you conquerors, 
they as conquercd ; though not by the sword, 
but by the sweet and sure bond of love: be- 
sides that they, as other northern countries, 
will be selduin seen and saluted by their king ; 
and that, asit were, but ma posting or hunting 
journey. How little Cause then they may have 
of such a change of so ancient a monarchy into 
the case of private shires, judge rightly herein; 
and, that you may be the more upright judges, 
suppose yourselves the patients, of whom such 
sentence should be given. But what prepara- 
thon is it which I crave? Only such, as, by the 
entrance, aay shew something 1s done, yet 
mure is intended, There is a conccit enter 
tained, and a double jealousy possesseth many, 
whereim FT am mis-yudged 3 1st, that this Union 
will be the crisis to the overthrow of England, 
and setting up of Scotland: Enyland will be 
then overwielmied by the swarming of the 
Scots, who, if the Union were affected, would 
reign, and rule all. ‘The 2d ts my profuse h- 
berality to the Scottishmen, more than the 
English; and that, with this Union, all things 
shall be given to them, and you turned out of 
all: to you shall be lett the sweat, and labour; 
to them shall be given the fruit, and sweet: 
and that my forbearance is but till this Union 
ymitv be yained. How agreexble this is to the 
truth, judge yous; and that, not by my word, 
but by my actions. Do I crave the Union, 
without exceptions? Do I not offer to bind 
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myself, and to reserve to you, as in the In- 
strument, all places of Judicature? Do I in- 
tend any thing, which standeth not-with the 
equal good of hoth nations? I could then have 
done it, and not spoken of it; for all men of 
understanding must agree, that I might dis- 
pose, without assent of parl. othces of judica- 
ture, and others, both ecclesiastical and tem- 
poral: but hercin I did voluntarily offer, by 
my letters from Royston to the commissioners, 
to bind my prerogative. Some think, that I 
will draw the Scottish nation hither; talking 
idlcly of transporting of trees out of a barren 
ground into a better; and of lean cattle out 
of bad pasture into a more fertile soil. Can 
any man displant you, unless you will? Or 
can any man think, that Scotland is so strony, 
to pull you out of your houses? Or do you not 
think, 1 know England hath more peuple; 
Scotland more waste ground ; so that there is 
roumth in Scotland, rather to plant your idle 
peuple, that swarm in London streets, and 
other towns, aud disburthen you of them, 
than to bring more unto you? and m cases of 
justice, if I be partial to cither side, let my 
own mouth condemn me, as unworthy to be 
your king. I appeal to yourselves, if in favour 
or justice I have been partial: nay, my inten 
tion was ever, you should then have most 
cause to praise my discretion, when you saw 
I had mos@é power. It hitherto I have done 
nothing to your prejudice, much less mean [ 
hereafter. If when I might have done itt, 
without any breach of promise; think so of 
me, that much less 1 will do it, when a jaw is to 
restrain me. I owe no more to the Scottish- 
men than to the English: I was born there, 
and sworn here; and now reign over both. 
Such particular persons of the Scuttish nation, 
as might claim any extraordinary merit at my 
hands, I have already reasonably rewarded; 
and I can assure you, that there is none left, 
for whom I mean extraordinary to strain my- 
self, further theu in such ordinary benetit, as 
I inay equally bestow, without nine own great 
hurt, upon any subject, or either nation; 10 
which case, no kine’s hands can ever be fully 
closed. To buth 1 owe justice, and protec- 
tion; which, with God’s grace, I shall ever 
equally balance. For my liberality, I have 
told you of it beretofure: imy three first years 
were to Tau as a Cliristmas: I could not 
then be miscrable. Should I have been over- 
sparing to them, they might have thought, 
Joseph had forgotten his Brethren; or that 
the king had been drunk with his new king 
dom. But Suits go not so cheap, as they were 
wont; neither are there so many fees taken 10 
the Hamper and Petty-Bag, tor the Great- 
Seal, as rath been; and if I did respect the 
English, when I came first, of whom I was 
received with joy, and came as in a hunting 
journey; what might the Scottish have justly 
said, if T had not, in some tmensure, dealt 
bountifully with them, that so long hud served 
me, so far adventured themselvcs with me, 


‘and been so faithful to me? I have given yoe 
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now four years proof, since my coming; and * lawyers and judges, at my first coming to this 
what { might have done more, to have raised / crown, infoanned me, there was a diference 
the Scottish nation, you alt know; and the | between: the ‘ ante’ and the ‘ post-natr of 
Idnger I live, ‘the less cause have | to be ac- | each kingdom; which caused mie to publish a 
quainted with them, aud so the less hope of | proclamation, urat the * pust-nati’ were na- 
extraordinary tavour towards them: for, since | turalized ‘ ipso factu’ by the Accession to this 
my coming trum them, [I do not already kuow | crown. I du not deny,’ but judges may err, 
the one half of them by face; most of the | 1s nen; and therefore I do nut press you here 
youth being now -fsen up to be men, who | to swear to all their reasons: I only urge, at 
were but children, when' I was there; and ! this time, the cunveniency tor both kingdoms ; 
more are born since ny coming thence. Now, | neither pressing you ‘to: judge,ner to be 
for my lands, and revenues of my crown, | judged: but remember also, ‘it is as possible, 
which you anay thiuk ] have diminished ; | and likely, your own jawyers may err; as the 
they ere not yet so far diminished, bat that | Judges. Therefore, as I wish you to proceed 
I think po prince in Christendom hath fairer | here in so tar as. may tend to the weal of both 
possessions to -his Crown, than yet 1 have; | nations; so would -[ have you, on thé other 
and, in token of my care to preserve the same | part, to beware to disyrace, either my procia- 
to my posterity for ever, the entail of my | mation, or the Judges; who, when the pari. 
Iands to the Crown hath been long ayo jis done, have power to try your. lands and 
offered anto you; and that it is not yet | lives; for so you may disgrace both your king 
done, if uot my fault, as you know. My and ‘your laws; for the doing of any act, that 
Treasurer here knoweth my care, and hath | may procure less reverence to the Judges, cans 
alrcady, in part, declared it; and if I did nor | not but breed a looseness in the govt. and a 
hope tu treble my revenue more than I have | disgrace to the whole. nation. The reason, 
impaired it, I should never rest quietly in my | thst most moves me, for ought I have yet _ 
bed. But, notwithstanding my coming to the | heard, that there cannot but be a difference 
crown with that extraordinary applause, which | between the ‘ ante-nati’ and the © post-nati, 
yoo all know, and that I'had two nations to j and that in the favour of the Jast, is, that 
be the objects of iy liberality, which never | they must be nearer anto you, being bern 
any prince had-here beture: will you compare | under the present govt. and common allege 
my gifts, out of nine inheritance, with some | ance. But in point of conveniency, there is 
princes here, that had only this nation to re- ; no question, but the ‘ post-nati’: are mere to 
; and whose whole time of reign was | be respected; for if you would have a perfect 
littte-longer than: mine hath been already; it | and perpetual Union, that cannot. be in thé 
will: be found; that their vifts have far sur- |‘ ante-nati,’ who are but few im comparison 
passed nine; aibext, as I heave. already aid of those, that shail be in all ages: succeeding, 
they had-nothing so great cause of using their { and cannot live long; but in the ‘ post-naw’ 
hberality. 2udly, fur: the Manner of the | shall the Union be continued, and five ever, 
Union, presently desired, it standeth in three | age'after age; which, wanting ‘a difference, 
prrts: the ist, taking away of hostile Laws: | cannot but leave a perpetual mark of scparr- 
tur since there can be no wars betwrkt you, is | tion in the work of the Union: as also that 
it not reasoit; hostile Laws should cease? For, | argument of jealousy willbe so far removed 
. ‘ deficiente causa, deficit ‘effectus.’ -The king {in the case of the ‘ post-nati, winch are to 
of England now cannot have Wars with the | reap the benefit in all succeeding ages, as, bg 
king ot Scotland; therefore this fails uf itself. | the contrary, there will then -anse Pharaghs, 
The 2d is, Community of Commerce. Iam | which never knew Jusepli; the kings, my suc~ 
nO stranger unto’ yuu; tar yuu all know, I! cessors, who, being horn and bred here, com 
came: trom the loins of your ancient kings. | neverhave more octasion 6Fécquaintance with 
They ot’ Scotland be my subjécts as you sre;'; the Scottish nation-in general, than any other 
but how can F be watural liege lord to you | E:vlish king, that was befure my time. Be 
both, and you strangers oe to the other? | not therefore abused with the flattering speeches 
Shall they, which be of onc allegiance with | of such, as would have the ‘ ante-nati’ preterred¢ 
you, be no better respected of ‘you, ‘nor freer. alledying their merit’ in my serviec, and suck 
umongst vou, thin Frénchmen-ahd Spaniards? ! other reasoris, which indeed are but sophisms & 
Since I tun sovereign over you-both; as sub- | Por iny rewarding, ovt of try liberality, of any 
jects: to one king, it: mtse needs: follow; that | particular men, hath nothing adoe with the ge- 
hy conversé and have. commerce “together. heral act of the Uniun whith must-not regard 
ere isia rumonr’of sime-iHdealings, that’! ‘the deserts of private pérsins, hut the general 
thonld be: used “by the: contifthivioners, mer- | Wéal'and conjoiins of thé nations, Besides 
ehants of Seotland: ‘They be -hére iff England, '| that; the actual Nettraliting, whieh is the only 
‘end shall‘reniain: tH ‘your ‘hext ‘meéting,. and point that is itt yout hinds, 1 Dendy granted 
abtde-triat, ‘te prove themsctves, either Genes to by yourselve’ to the divst Per’ of swth-pare 
men; or: kntives.” Srdly, for’ thé third - point, | ticuler persons a con: Have ant dst of it heres 
of Masaraleation ;. atl’ ydaayree, that - they)| -and--if- any other wellsteservite thentwero ¢6 
“ate-no-‘akess and ‘ive -wll! not aHow-thenrto:| ‘sud’ for-it hereafter, -T doubesnot- bow there 
be -naturah 'Wne'kind ‘of prerogative! will,! would never be qdestioh-meaved ‘alnong -vou, 
~~ ineke ? Bec forake “pobenati,”’ your “Own; | forthe granting of it. And therefore itis weet 
OL. 1. : 4 #B, 
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evident, that such discoursers have ‘ mel in | reason or good 
| which perhaps 
1 outward appearance of love to the Union, ' 


ore, ‘fel in corde,’ as I said before; carrying 


put indeed a contrary resolution in their 
earts, As for Limitations, and Respecta- 


tions, such as shall by me be agreed upon to | Gothes and the Vandals did 


be reasonable and necessary, after you have 
fully debated upon them; you may assure 
yourselves, 1 will with indifferency grant what 
1S requisite, without partial respect of Scot- 
Jand. Iam, as I have often said, boro and 
sworn king over both kingdoms: only thus far 
et me intreat you, in debating the point at 
your next meeting, that ye be as ready to re- 
golve doubts as to move them, and to be satis- 

d when doubts are cleared. And as for the 

mmpodities, that come by the Union of 
these kingdoms, they are great and evident; 
peace, plenty, love, free intercourse, and com- 
mon society of two great nations. All foreign 
kings, that have sent their ambassadors to 
congratulate with me, since my coming, have 
saluted me as monarch of the whole isle, and 
with much more respect of my greatness than 
if I were king alone of one of these realms: 
and with what comfort do yourselves behold: 
{rish, Scottish, Welch, and English, divers in 
nation, yet all walking as subjects and servants 


within my court, and all living under the alle-. 


ance of your king; besides the honour and 
ace that the increase of gallant men in the 


- eourt, of divers nations, carries in the eyes of. 


all strangers that repair hither? Those con- 
fining places, which iwere] the borders of the 
two kingdoms; where heretofore much blood 
was shed, and many of your ancestors lost 
their lives; yea, that lay waste and desolate, 
and were: habitations but for runagates; are 
now become the navel or umbilick of both 
kingdoms, planted and peopled with civility 
and riches: their churches begin to be plant- 
ed;,.. their dqors stand now open; they fear 
neither robbing, nor spoiling; and where there 
was nothing before heard nor’ seen jn those 
parts-but bloodshed, oppo complaints, 
and outcries, they now live every man peace- 
ably under his own, Bg-tree;, an all their for- 
mer cries .and complaints ,turoed .only anto 
prayers to God for their, king,ander whom they 
enjoy such ease and happy quietness. The 
Marches, beyond and on this side Tweed, are 
fruitful and as peaceable as most parts of 
England. If, after all this, there shall | be a 
scissure, what inconvenience will follow, judge 
yeu. And.as for the Inaconveniences that are 
Feared on England’s part, it is alledged, that 
the Scots are a-populous natin ; they shall be 
harboured in our.nest; they shall be. planted 
and fgurish, in gur,good soil; they shail eat 
aur, oommons bare, qndmake us lean. These 
are foolish and. idle gurmises. .That, which you 
possess, ‘they are not to- enjoy; by law. | 
cannot, Qos- py my -partialitythey shall not: 
for, set apayt conscience and -bonoyr fehish af 
J.should set apart indeed, .I had rather wisl 
myself to. be set apart, and. out of all being) 
Gen any mar conglude, either ouy of commen. 


- 
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licy, that I will prefer - 

Y aba never sec, or ba 

post, for a month, before those with whom 


‘must always dwell? Can they conquer or 


overcome you with swarms of people, as the 
fealy Surely 
the world knows, they are nothing so populous 
as you are; and although they have had the 
honour and good fortune never to be conquer- 
ed; yet were they ever but upon the defensive 
part, and may in a part thank their hills and 
inaccessible passages, that pregervyed them 
from an utter overthrow, at the hands of all 
that pretended to conquer them, Or are they 
so very poor and miserable in their own habi- 
tations, that necessity should foroe them all to 
make incursions among you? And for my 
part, when I have two nations under my govt. 
can vou imagine, I will respect the lesser, and 
neglect the greater? Would I not think it a 
less evil aad hazard to me, that the plague 
were at Northampton, or Berwick, than at 
London, so near Westminster, the seat of m 
habitation, and of my wife and children? Wi 
not a man be more careful to quench the fire 
taken in his nearest neigbbour’s house, than if 
a whole town were a-fire afar from bim? You 
know that I am careful to preserve the woods 
and game throughout all England, nay, through 
all the isle; yet none of you doubts, but that 
I would be more offended with any disorder in 
the forest of Waltham, for stealing of a stag 
there, which lieth as it were under my nose, 
and in a manner joineth with ny garden, than 
with cutting of timber, or stealing of a deer, 
in any forest of the north parts of Yorkshire, 
or the bishoprick. Think you, that I will 
prefer them that be absent, less powerful, and 
farther off, to do me good or hurt, before you, 
with whom my security and living must be, 
aud where I desire to plant my posterity? If 
I might, by any such favours, raise myself toa 
greatness, it might .be probable: all I cannot 
draw; and to lose a whole state here, to please 
a few there, were madness. I need speak no 
more of this with protestations: speak but of 
@ wit, it is not likely ; and to. doubt of my 4n- 
tention in this, were more than devilish. For 
mine own part, I offer more than I receive; 
and conveniency} I prefer before law, in this 
point. For three parts, wherein I might hurt 
this nation, by partiality to the Scots, you 
know, do absolutely lie in my hands and pow- 
er: for either in Disposition of Rents, or what- 
soever benefit, or in the preferring of them to 
any dignity. or. office, civil or ecclesiastical, or 
in calling them. to the parl.; it doth all fully 
and only lie within the compass of .my prero- 
gauve ; which are. the parts wherein the Scot- 
tishmer gan, receive -either: benefit or prefer- 
ment by-the-Unipn;, and whegpin, for the care 
I bave of this people, I- am content’ to hind 
myself with some,ceasonable rosfrictigns. As 
for the, fourth part,, the-Natuyalizing, which 
only.lieth in yous Bawden dt Hie Ane point where- 
in.-they receive least -benefitief any: for in 


‘that they can obtain nothing. bac what they 
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Buy by their purse, or acquire by the self-same 
means that you do. And as for the point of 
Naturalicing, which is the point thought so fit, 
and so precisely belonging to parl.; not to 
speak of the Common Law, wherein as yet I 
can profess no great knowledge, but in the 
Civil Law, wherein I am a little better versed, 
and which, in the point of conjunction of na- 
tions, should bear a great sway, it being the 
Law of Nations; I will maintain two princi- 
ples in it, which no learned and grave civilian 
will deny; as being clearly to be proved, both 
out of the text itselt in inany places, and also 
out of the best approved ductors and inter- 
preters of that law: the one, that it is a spe- 
cial point of the king’s own prerogative, to 
make aliens citizens, and ‘ donare civitate:’ 
the other, that in any case, wherein the law is 
thought not to be cleared (as some of your- 
selves do doubt, that in this case of the ‘ post- 
nat’ the law of England doth not clearly de- 
termine) then in such a question, wherein no 

sitive law is resolute, * rex est judex;’ for 

is ‘ rex loquens,’ and is to supply the law, 
where the law wants: and if many famous his- 
tories be to be believed, they give the exam- 
ple for maintaining of this law in the persons 
of the kings of England and France especially, 
whose special prerogative they alledge it to be. 
But this I speak only as knowing what be- 
longeth to aking; although in this case I press 


no further than that which may agree with. 


your loves, and stand with the weal and con- 
veniency of both nations. And whereas some 
tay think this Union will bring prejudice to 
some towns and corporations within England} 
it may be, a merchant or two of Bristol or Yar- 
mouth may have an hundred pounds tess in his 
pack ; but if the empire gain, and become the 
greater, it is no mattcr. You sec one corpora- 
tion is ever against another ; and no private com- 
pany can be set up but with some loss to another. 
‘ourth: for the supposed Inconveniences ri- 
sing from Scotland, they are three: 1st, that 
there is an evil affection in the Scottish nation 
to the Union: next, the Union is incompatible 
between two such nations : Srdly, that the gain 
is small, or none: if this be so, to what end 
do we talk of an Union?—For proof of the ist 
oint, there is alledyed an aversness in the 
ttish nation, expressed in the Instrument, 
both in the preface and body of their act: in 
the preface, where they declare, that they will 
remain an absolute and free monarchy; and in 
the body of the act, where they make an ex- 
¢eption of the ancient fundamental laws of that 
kingdum.—And 1st, for the general, of their 
aversness, All the main‘current in your Lower 
House ran this whole session of parl, with that 
spree ha Scotland was so greedy of this 
nion, and apprehended, that they should re- 
ceive sa much benefit by it, as they cared not 
_the strictness of any conditions, so they 
‘might attain to the substance; and yet you 
“™ow say, they are backwards, and averse from 
the Union. This is a direct contradiction ¢ in 
‘adjecto? forhaw crn they both be beggars 
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and backwards, in one and the self-same thing, 
at the same time ?—But, for Answer to the Par- 
ticulars, it is an old shool point, ‘ ejus est ex- 
plicare, cujus est condere :’ you cannot inters' 
pret their laws, nor they yours: I, that made 
them, with their assent, can best expound 
them.—And 1st, I confess, that the English 
parliaments are so long, and the Scottish so 
short, that a mean between them would do 
well: for the shortness of their continuing tu 
gether was the cause of their hasty mistaking, 
by setting these words, of exception of funda- 
mental laws, in the body uf the act; which 
they only did, in pressing to imitate, word by 
word, the English Instrument, wherein the 
sane words be contained in your Prcface, 
And as to their meaning and interpretation of 
that word; I will not only deliver it unto you, 
out of mine own conceit, but as it was deli- 
vered unto me by the lawyers of Scotland, 


{1110 


both counsellors, and other lawyers, who were 


at the making thereof in Scotland, and were 
coumiissioners here for performance of the 
same.—Their meaning in the word, of funda- 
mental JLauws, you shall perceive:more fully 
hereafter, when I handle the Objectiun of the 
Difference of the Laws; for they intend there~ 


by only those laws, whereby confusion is avoid- 


ed, and their kings descent maintained, and 
the herirage of the succession and monarchy, 


which hath been a kingdoin, to which I de- 
scent, 300 years before Christ; not meaning 
it, as you du, of their Common Law; for they 
have none, but that which is called ‘ jus regis;’ 
and their desire of continuing a free monarchy, 
was only meant, that all sucb particular privi- 
leges (whereof I spake before) should not be 
so confounded, as, for want either of magi 

trate, law, or order, they might full into such a 
confusion, as to become like a naked province, 
without law or liberty, under this kingduin. I 
hope you mean not, I should set garrisons 
over them, as the Spaniards do over Sicily and 
Naples; or govern them by commissioncrs, 
which are seldom found succeedingely all wise 
and honest men. This I must say for Scot- 
land, and may truly vaunt it; here I sit, und 
govern it with my pen; I write, ang it is done; 
and by aclerk of the council I govern Scot- 
land now, which others could not do by the 
sword. And for their aversness in their heart 
against the Union; it is true indeed, I protest, 
they did never crave this Union of me, nor _ 
sought it, either in private, or the state ‘by let- 
ters, nar ever once did any thing of that na- 
tian press me forward, or wish me to accele- 
rate that business; but on the other part, they 
offered always to obey me, when it should 
come to them; and all honest men, that de- 
sire my greatness, have been thus minded, for 
the personal reverence and regard they bear 
unto yaur person, and any of my reasonable 
and just desires. I know there are many bi- 
gots amongst thein, I mean a number of sedi- 
tious and discontented particular persons, as 
must be in all commonwealths, that where 


they dare, may peradventure talk lewdlg 


' 
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enough; but no Scottishman ever spake dis- 
honourably of England in pari. Fer here 
must [ note unto you the diterence of the two 
parhaments in the-e two kingdoms: for there 
they imuat not speak, without the chancellor’s 
leave: and if any man do propound or utter 
any seditious or uncomely speeches, he is 
straight interrupted and silenced by the chan- 
cellor’s authority; whereas here, the liberty 
for any man to speak what he list, and as long 
as he ist, «was the oulv cause he was not inter- 
rupied.—Lt hath been objected, that there is an 
antipathy of the Laws and Customs of these 
two nations. It is much mistaken; for Scot- 
Jaud hath no Common Law, as here; but the 
law they have, is of three sorts :—-All the Law 
‘ot Scotland tor Feaures, Wards and Liverivs, 
Signiovies, and Linds, are drawn out of the 
chancery of England; and for matters ol 
Equity, and in many things clse, differs from 
you, but in certain terms, James J. bred here 
in England, brought the laws thither, in a 
written hand.—The 2nd is Statute Laws, which 
be their acts of parl.; wherein they have 
powers, as you, to make and alter laws; and 
those may be looked into. by you; for I hope 
you shall be no more strangers to that nation: 
and the principal work of this Union will be to 
reconcile the statute laws of both kingdoms.— 
The 3rd is the Civil Law. James V. brought 
it out of France, by establishing the sessions 


there, according to the torm of the Court of 


Partiament of France, which he had seen in 
the ume of his being there ; who occupy there 
the place of civil judges, in all matter. of plea 
or controver-y; yet not to govern absolutely 
by the Civil Law, as in France. For if a man 


plead, that the law of the nation is otherwise, 


3tisa bar to the Civil; anda good chance!lor, 
or president, will oftentimes repel, and put to 
silence and argument, that the lawyers bring 
out of the Civil Law, where they have a clear 
-solution in their own law: so as the Civil 
Law, in Scotland, is admitted in no other 
cases, but to supply such cases, wherein the 
Munict;.al Law is defective. ‘Then may you 
sec, itis not so hard a matter, as is thought, 
to icduce that country to be united with you 
under this law; nor yet hare any old common 
Jaw of their own, but such as, in effect, ts bor- 
rowed from yours. And for their Statute 
“Laws in parl, you may alter and change them, 
as oftcn as occasion, shall require, as you do 
here. It hath likewise been objected, as. ano- 
‘ther Impedimenr, that, in the pail. of Scot. 
land, the ning hath vot. a negative vaice, bat 
‘Must piss ull the laws agreed on by the lords 
and comnons, Of this "I can. best resolve 
wou: for [am the eldest: parhament man in 
‘Scotland, and have sat in morc parlaments 
than any of my predecessors. _I can assure 
you, that the Pons of Parliament. there js 
nothing inclined to, popularity. . Abqut: a 20 
‘days, or sucha time, before the purl. procla- 
mauon. is mude throughout the-kingdom, to 
deliver into the king’s Clerk of Register (whom 
you here call the Master of the Rolls). all bills 
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to be exhibited that session, before a certain 

day. Then are they brought unto te king, 

and perused, and considered by him; and 
only such, as I allow of, are put into the chan- 

, cellor’s hands, to te propounded to the part. 
and none uthers: and if any man in pari. 
speak of any other matter, than ts in this Form 

first allowed by me; the chancellor tells hun, 

‘there is no such bill allowed by the king. 

| Besides, when they have passed thew for laws, 

, they are piesented unto me, and, with oy 

| sceptre put into my band by the chanccllor, [ 

‘must sav, I ratify and approve all things done 
in this present par). and af there be any tong, 
that I dishke, tiey rasc it out before. If this 
may be called a negative voice, then I bave 
one, I am sure, in that parl. The last Impe- 
diment is the French Liberties; which are 
thought so great, as, except the Scots forsake 
France, England cannot be united to them. 
If the Scottisia nation would be so unwilling to 
leave thein, as is said, it would not hie in their 
hands; for the League was never made be- 
tween the people, a> is mistaken, but hetwixt 
the princes only, and their crowns. ‘The be- 

ginning was by a Message from a king of 

France (Charlemagne, J ae it; but I cannot 
certainly remember) unto a king of Scotland, 

for a Leaguc Defensive and Offensive, between 

us and them, against England; France being 
at that time in wars with England. ‘The like, 
at that time, was then desired by England 
against France; who also sent their ambus- 
sadors to Scotland. At the first, the disputa- 
tion was long maintained in favour of England ; 
thatthey being our nearest neighbours, joined 
in one continent, and a strong and powerful 
nation, it was more fit, for the weal and secu- 
rity of the state of Scotland, to be in league 
and amity with them, than with a country, 
thouch never so strong, yet divided by sea 
from us; especially England lying betwixt us 
and thein, where we might be sure of a sudden 
mischief, but behoved to abide the hazard of 
wind and weather, and other accidents, that 
might binder our relief. But atter, when the 
contrary part of the arguinent was maintained ; 
wherein allegation was made, that England 
ever sought ro conquer Scotland, and there- 
fore, in regard of their pretended interest 10 
the kingdom, would never keep any sound 
amity with them, longer than they saw their 
advantage; whercas France, lying more re- 
mote, and claiming no interest in the king- 
dom, would therefore be found a more can- 
stant friend ; it was unhappily. concluded 1n 
favaur of the last party; through which occa- 
sion, Scotland got many mischiefs after. And 
it is, by the very tenor thereof, ordered to be 
renewed and confirmed, from king to king, 
successively ; which accordingly was ever as 
formed by the inediation of their ambassadors, 
and therefore merely personal; and so was it 
renewed in the queen my mother’s time, only 
between the two kings, and not by assent of 
par!. or convention of tbree estates, which 1t 
could never bave wanted, if i bad been 3 
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league between the people. And in my time, | to molest you, a sure back to defend you; 
when it came to be ratubed, because it ap-; their bodies shall be your aids, and they mus¢ 
peared to be in oditwn tertii, it was by we lett | be partuers in all your quarrels. Two snow- 
unrenewed or ‘confirmed, as a thing incompu- | balls put together, inake one the greater; two 
tible to my person, in consideration of my ; houses joined, make one the lurger; two 
tide to this crown. Some Privileges indeed, | castle-walls, made in one, makes one as thick 
in the inerchants favour, for point of com-! and strong as both. And do you not sec, an 
merce, were renewed and contirmed in my. the Low Countries, how available the English 
time; wherein, for my part of it, there was! aud the Scottish are, being joined together? 
scarce three counsellors more than my secre- | ‘This is a puiat so plain, as uo mun, that bath 
tary, to whose place it belonged, that meddicd | wit or honesty, but must ackuuwledge it feel- 


jn that matter. It is true, that it behooved | ingly. And where it is objected, that the 

Scottishimen are not ted to the service of the 
king in the wars, above 40 days; it is au iguu- 
rant mistaking: for the truth is, that, i re- 
spect the kings of Scotland did uut so abound 
in treasure and inoney, to take up an army 
under puy, as the kings of England did; 
therefore was the Scotush army sont to 
be raised only by proclamation, upon the 
penalty of their breach of allegiance; so ag 
they were all forced tu cowe to the war, 


to be enterined (as they call ity in the Cuurt of 
Parliament of Paris; but that only serves tur 
publication, and not to give it retard 3 that 
parl. as you know, being but a judicial scat of 
judges and lawyers, and nothing agreeing with 
the definition or office of our parliaments in 
this isle. And therefore, that any truits oF 

rivileges, possessed * by -the League with ' 
me is able now to remaw in Scotland, is | 
impossible ; for ye may be sure, that the | 


French king stays only upon the sight of the ! like snails, who carry their house about with 


ending of this Union, to cut it off himsclf: 
otherwise, when this great work were at an 
end, I Would be férced, for the general care I 
owe to all my subjects, to crave of France like 
privileges tu them all, as Scotland already en- 
Joys; sceing the personal friendship remains 
as great between us, as between our progeni- 
tors, and all my subjects must be alike dear 
unto me; which either he will never grant, 
and so all will fall to the ground; or else it 
will tarn to the benefit of the whole island : 
and so the Scottish Privileges cannot hold 
longer, than my league with France Jasteth. 
And for another argument, to prove, that this 
League is only between the Kings, and not 
between the People; they, which have pen- 
sions, or are privy intelligence-givers in France, 
without my leave, are in nu ‘better case by the 
law of Scotland, than though pensioners to 
Spain. As for the Scottish Guard in france, 
the beginning thereof was, when an curl of | 
Boghan was sent in aid of the French, with 
10,000 ncn ; and there being made constable, 
and having obtained a victory, was murthered, 
with the most of the Scottish army. In re- 
compenee whereof, and for a ‘future security 
to the Scottish nation, the Scottish Guard was 
ordained to have the privilege and prerogative, 
before all other Guards, in guarding the king’s 
person, And as for the Jast poirit of this sub- 
division, concerning the Gain, that England 
jnay make by this Union; I think no wise, 
nor honest magn will ask any such question. 
For who is so ignorant, that doth not know, 
the gain will be great? Do you uot gain by the 
Union of Wales? And is not Scotland greater 
than Wales? Shall not your dominions be in- 
creased, or lands, seas, and persons, added to 
your greatness? And are not your lands and 
seas adjoining; For who can set down the 
limits of the Borders, hut .as a mathematical 
line or idea? Then will that back-dvor be shut, 
and those ports of Janus be for ever closed: 
you shall have: those, that were ywur enemies 


them; every nobleman and genldeman briug- 
ing with them their tents, money, provisivou 
for their house, victuals of all sorts, and all 
other necessaries, the king supplying them of 
nothing; necessity thereupon culorcing a warn- 
ing to be given, by the proclainatuion, of the 
space of their attendance, without which, they 
cvuld not make their provision accordingly ; 
especially as long as they were within the 
bounds of Scotland, where it was not lawful 
fur them to help themselves by the spoil ox 
wasting the country. But neither is there any 
law, -prescribing preciscly such # certain num- 
ber of days; nor yet is it without the lynits 
of the king’s power, to keep them tovether as 
many more days as he list; to renew his pre- 
cluumations, trou. tine to Ue, sume reason- 
able number of days betore the expicing of 
the former; they being ever bound to serve 
and wait upon him, though it were an hundreth 
year, if need were. Now, to conclude; I 
afn glad of this occasion, that I might ‘ libe- 
rare ununam meam. Yuu are now to reccde: 
when you meet again, remember, I pray you, 
the truth and sincerity of my meaning; which, 
in seeking Union, is only to advance the great- 
hess of your empire scated here in England : 
and vet with such cauuon I wish it, as may 
staud with the weal of both states. What is 
pow desired, liath oft befure been sought, 
wheo it could nut be obtained; to retuse,it 
now then, were double iniquity. Strengthen 
your owa felicity. London must be the seas 
of your king, and Scotland joined to this 
kingdom by a golden conquest but cemented 
with love, as I said betore; which, within, 
will make you strong against all civil and in- 
testine rebellion; us, without, we will be come 

d and guarded with our walls of brass. 
Jute me charitably, since in this { seek your 
equal guod; that so both of you inight be 
made fearful to your enemies, powertul in 
yourselves, and available to your friends. Study 
therefore, hereafter,to make a good «0i- 
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clusion; avoid all delays; cut off all vain 
estions; that your king. may have his law- 

1 desire, and be not disgraced in his just 
ends; and, for your security in such reasonable 
points of restrictions, whereupon I am to agree, 
ye need never doubt of my inclination: tor I 
will not say any thing, which I will not pro- 
mise ; nor promise any thing, which I will not 
swear; what I swear, [ will sign; and what I 
sign, | shall, with (sod’s grace, ever perform.” 

The King explains some Doubts in his former 
Speech.] When the Commons were returned 
to their house, the Speaker signitied his mnj.’s 
pleasure that they should adjourn to the 20th 
of April, on account of the Easter holidays. 
During this intermission, the King’s last Speech 
had been misrepresented by some of the hear- 
ers, which obliged him to scnd for both the 
Houses again, on the 2d of May, to clear up 
those points to them which admitted of a dou- 
ble meaning. Accordingly, the king delivered 
himself in these words :— 

“© My lords and you gentlemen of the lower 
house of parl.:—Itis the chietest comfort of the 
sower, to sow his seed in good ground, where 
there ts hope, it may yield fruit. Since I last 
spake unto you, I have heard, by common re- 
port, with what applause and gvod liking my 
speech hath been received, and disgested: I 
hope you continue in the same liking still; and 
I wish, my hope may not be deceived; that 
my seed hath not fallen into stony, or sandy 
hearts ; whereby what I spake may be mistaken, 
and prove barren, by preconceived opinions; the 
growth be choaked, forgotten, or carricd away 
by the fowls of the air, or preverted contrary 
to my meaning. For my part, I can find nu 
symptoms or signs m the Lower House, by 
which I may misjudge them, but that they will 
proceed in the same course of particular pre- 

ration, that they began in: as tor the Upper 

ouse, there hath been no word spoken of the 
matter since your last mecting. I come not 
now therefore to persuade that, which is already 
begun (having no doubt in either of your incli- 
nations) but to facilitate, and make the way fair 
for your going on. I shall do but the part ofa 
good gardener, to prune, and dress, and take 
away the weeds and brambles, that may hinder 
the springing and budding of this good plant. 
And because there arc, and may be, divers ex- 
plications and expositions of my Speech, I was 
desirous to explain myself unto you; for (as [ 
gaid in my former Speech) ‘ ejus est explicare, 
eujus est condere.’ I have not hindercd® any 
speech ; for it is not my manner, neither have 
I time ta do it; only, for order-sake, I will con- 
tain all I have to say, under three heads; viz. 
I. To interpret mine own Meaning in my for- 
mer Speech. II ***. III. To endeavour to 
set before you some Course of Proceeding here- 
after—I. Upon my Speech some have builded 

ld and silver; some, hay and stubble: I must 
Fe as a fire to consume and burn up the hay 
and stubble, and to sift out and preserve the 
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gold and silver. I understand, that some have 
interpreted my words, as expressing a desire 
and proposition of a perfect Ynion. I have 
not studied (as I snid) to give a full answer to 
such interpreters; but I know you can put a 
difference between wise men and fools: fools 
handle things either with subtility, or ignorance ; 
wise men, with substance, and solid argument, 
I propounded ever, and so [ crave at your hands 
an absolute and full Union, but not a pertect 
Union; such an Union as must have that pre- 
paration, which ismade: and, because I spake 
of an absolute Union, to say, or think, I wished 
nothing in the mcan time, were absurd. But 
it is most true, I ever wished such an Union, 
as there might be ‘ unus rex, unus grex, una 
lex.’ These men, that thus interpret, mark 
them well; and vou shall find, that they pro- 
pound, and pray for thar, they would most shun: 
‘ probate Spirites;’ and see, if they give you 
not gnilded pills; whether they have not ‘ mel 
in ore, felin corde.’ Something must be done, 
you all confess; the devil himsclf cannot deny 
it: then what preparation can you have, or 
wish, other than hath been? This is but as if 
a surgeon should let blood on the contrary side, 
to let out the ill humour.—You would have a 
Comission, to prepare for this your pertect 
Union, when yourselves have, in the beginning, 
propounded it, have enacted it, that commis- 
sioners of both nations should mect and treat ; 
and these commissioners, of your own choice, 
for your part, being met, have deliberately 
propounded, have maturely digested, and have 


advisedly brought forth something in that form,. 


wherenpon it is fit you should proceed, and 
now, forsooth, you would have a Commission, 
I will never granta commission: It shail never 
have my consent, or allowance.—I remember 
a Specch in Hen. VITI.’s time, in the part, 
house: the king propounded something which 
caine into the house; one in the house said, 
That he thought the king’s meaning was 
good, so as it were according to law: I pray 


(my masters) that I may hear no more of 


such foolish diversions, and aversions.—It 1s 
merely idle and frivolous, to conceive, that 
any unperfect Union is desired, or can be 
granted: it is no more unperfect, as now It 
ig projected, than a child that is born without 
a beard. It is alrendy a perfect Union in me, 
the head. If you wanted a head, that is me, 
your king over you all; or if bs were of your- 
selves nu body; then you hail reason to say, it 
were unperfect ; bat it is now perfect in my 
title and descent, though it be not an accom- 
plished and full Union; for that time must 
ripen and work.—When a child is in the mon 
ther’s womb, though it hath all the lincaments 
and parts of a body, yet it 1s but an embrio, 
and no child; and shall be born in his due 
time: when it is born, though it then be a 
pertect child, yet it is no man; it must gather 
strength and perfection by time: even so 1s 
it in this case of Union, The Union is per- 
fect in me; that is, it is an Union in my blond 
and title; yet hat ‘in embrione’ perfect. Upon 


' 
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tbe late queen’s death, the child was first 
brought to light; but to make ita pertect man, 
to bring it to and accomplisht Union, it must 
have tinc and means; and ifit be not at the 
first, blame not me; blame time; blaine the 
order of nature.—I remember, at the beginning, 
when I first craved an Union, my desire was 
to have a pertect Union; then this whole body 
drew back; said, It could not be dispatched 
at once; it were fit it were entered into by little 
and little; devised all restrictions they could 
to tie it within bounds; produced sundry pre- 
cedents of the like; as ***; and when I would 
have had a more full and liberal Comniission, 
you bounded it yourselves.—But how would 
you have a perfect Union, but by this pre- 
paratiuon? By bills, by committee, by argu- 
ment: and yet, I say (using our Saviour’s 
vue ‘ hoc facite, aliud non. omittite.’ 
Mary! I would not have you think on that 
to be dunc to-day, that is to be done to- 
morrow. II. The 2nd part of my division is 
to auswer objections. 1. One objection is, 
What Gain shall we have by it? I thought I 
had expressed it sufficiently before. But do 
they i what Gain? Is it not Gain to add a 
nation to this; to make it one great and glo- 
rious empire ; to have that people to join their 
arms and strength with you upon all occasions; 
to make of half a land one intire; to add to 
the spleador of the kiny’s court; to turn curses 
into blesses: to turn blood and rapine into 
peace and plenty ; de nape | always, that 
you have the blezsing of the seat here, and that 
this is the center? But I contess it is good to 
be sometimes far from the prince’s court: 
‘procul a numine, procul a fulmine.’ But 
whether that be so here, or no, I appeal to be 
judged by the children @bove 6 years old in 
London ; I desire that the commissioners for 
these parts would speak as they find: I desire 
no other witvesses than those that best know. 
But if you find that my residence here doth 
harm, I will make two offers :. one, [ will kee 

my seat alternatim, in the several countries ; f 
will stay one year in Scotland, and another 
here, as sume other kings do, that have several 
kingdoms: the other is, I will keep my court 
nearer Scotland, at York ; at some place there- 
. abouts, so as you and Scotland shall be both 
alike ‘ procul a fulaine:’ and J protest, I will 
do either of these, if you think it for your 
good; aud if I shall not see this Union likely 
to go forward, I will doit howsoever. Observe 
then the wandering Objections of these men ; 
consider of the substance of these speeches, 
whether they offer you not gilded pills. I fear 
me, they would neither be found wise, nor 
honest, if they be examined and ripped up: 
for if you mark it, they are nothing but itera- 
tions of my Speeches, which I would be sorry 
tu. hear retorted against me, 2. Ob). The 2nd 
Objection: there can be na security for such 
cautions, as shall be agreed on. To this I 
ganuot tell what to auswer;. because neither J 
am well versed nor skilled ia. .your.common- 
law, nor you will give credit to the Judges in 
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that, which they can say in this point. Bue [ 
will bring it to this dilemma; either I can give 
security, or [ cannot: if 1 can, why do you not 
yourselves enter into consideration of it, and 
acceptit? If [cannot, then must you leave aff 
to me, atter the parl. to do what I will; aod if 
any thing light upon you, other than yea 
looked for, you must take, and bear that, 
which your own folly hath brought you untae, 
because you did not prevent it in time, whea 
it was in your hands. 3. Oj. We maust yield 
them now but a little, because we must k 
them in appetite: for you say, ‘ Turpius ejice 
tur, quam non admittitur hospes.’? Answ. We 
are not now making marriages with Spaia; 
this is no new contract or bargain, that requires 
precise conditions. ‘Res non est integra.’ 
The Union and bargain is already made ; no- 
thing now to be thought on, or dealt in, but 
the means. It is an idle thing now to talk of 
appetite. It istrue, that the Lords commend- 
ed a perfect Union; but I am sure they ever 
had relation to the instrument, and to the 
course that was taken, for procceding by the 
degrees therein ar pocnded ; neither did [ 
ever hear, before now, of any man, that meant 
other, than this proceeding upon the first In- 
strument., Now shall I come to some other 
Objections, more passionate and violent, but 
more idle, and of less weight thanthe rest. It 
is affmned, tbat the taking away of hostile 
lawg is a donative, a great yrace and favour; 
where it is known, as now they stand, they do 
press yourselves, as well as them of Scotland ; 
though, by the Union that is already made, 
they lose their force and vigour. It is true, 
that it is fittest to take them away by parl. be- 
cause He were established by parl. but all 
that can be said, is no more, than as if you 
should say, it 1s fit to take hustile laws away, 
because they are taken away. It is said also, 
that if you deal by biils, they are like to have 
a cold effect; preyudying the guod disposition 
of the whole house. I ain sorry to hear of 
such speeches, against duty, almost against al- 
legiance. I know not their meaning, except 
they delight to sing with the owl upon the bush, 
&ec. It is a strange and ominous prophecy, 
for which I know no answer, but that I shall 
pray, that such swallows bring but one summer 
with them. It is no marvei, if men of that 
coat have neither hopes uor fears from me; 
and fear I shall be well advised, what I de 
with them. Tlooked for no such fruits at your 
hands ; such personal discourses and speeches, 
which, of all other, L looked you should avoid, 
as nut beseeming the gravity of your assem: 
bly. Tain your king: I am placed to govern 
you, and shall answer for your errors: I ama 
man of flesh and blvod, and have my passions 
and affections, as other nen: I pray you, do 
not too far move me to do that, which.my, 
ower may tempt me unto. Now’ fer the 
Coun I would.have you hold; the thisd part 
of my division; Iet it be my advice, that you 
do all things with reverenoe, with Jove ;" that it 
may seem, you haxg,duty, respect, and carg 
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to pleasé him, that ‘will; by all his hestentida= | that the particulars of the said Complaint, 
vours, seek. to give you contentmiént. ‘That | being 20 in number, at the least, are for the 
speech of * Love me little, and love me long,’ | most part very just; insomuch, that thereb 
was a dawned speech ; ‘for ‘love ‘and affection ; they conceive that a dishonour Is offered to his 
must be ardent, scttlad upon good’ gronnds, | may, wrong to his subjects, and disreputation to 
not removable. Men dig, mén’.grow’ cold: ; the whole state. That thereupon, they having 
bit daily increase, especially in -brethren,. in | eutercd into’ consideration of redress, bave 
two dugs of one breast, in’ children towards . thought fit, in recard the matter concerneth a 
their parents. I would wish. you to‘proceed ; foreign nation, that is in amity with his maj, 
with order, and with diligcncé, and above all, ‘and this statc, to torbear to procecd therein, 
with love. to your sovereizn: I sav, with the | any otherwise than by Petition to his maj. And 
more diligence; because now the sickness in-.; they carnestly desire thar lurdships will be 
creasing, the heat af the yeéat, vea your own.| pleased to fom wich them in this Petition and 
hay-barvest, do persuade you té make heste ; that for their better information therem, they 
mto the country. Make no more doubts than { will allow ot a Conference, at such time and 
is needful; wherever a thing is made donbrtul, ; plage as their lordships shall think fit to ap- 
there nothing will ever come to perfection. | pomt.” Answer. That because the Lords do 
If any doubts do arise, make mé acquainted | tind the minutter to be of so great weight, both 
with them ; pour them into my bosom; | will | in regard to form and substance, they will take 
strive to vive vou satistaction: if I cannot | some ume to consider of it maturely, and send 
answer, or satisty them, let the blame rest | them‘a fuller Answer as soon as they can. But 
upon me. And, to conclude, 1 desire, that | it was not tll the 8th of June, that the Lords 
your travels mav be such, as you may procure | seut to acquaint the Commons that they had 
strangers to reverence us, our enemics to fear | considered of the case, and desired to sce the 
us, our friends to be glad, our subjects to re- | Petition which the merchants presented to 
Joice with’ you and me; that the world may | them; and that then they would return further 
sec, theré is an Union still in working and | Answer touching the Conference.—The Peti- 
proceeding: that you beware of all fanatical | tion, which is printed at length in the Journals 
spirits, all extraordinary, and colourable speech- | of the Commons, was sent, uccording to desire, 
es; that there be no distractions, nor distem- | with certain Reasons and Articles annexed to 
pers, among you; that you breed not ‘con- | it. Tmporting, That they thought it needless 
tempt to the great work so well begun, and {to send the Peution before, because as it was 
discouragement to others, that wish well; that | inscribed to his maj. the lords spiritual and 
you tempt'not the patience ‘of your prince; | temporal, and to the rest of the court of parl. 
and finally, that, with all speed, you pro- | they imagined the like had been presented to 
eecd with as' much as can be'done at this | therrtordships. In the Petition chey observed 
timc, and ‘make not all you have done frus- | two points; 1. A Complaint. 2. A Direction 
trate.” for Remedy. ‘That they had only examined 
Complaint against the Depredations of the Spa- | the Proots of the Complainants, not having 
niurds.| A bill was brought into purl. this ses- | power to convene before them the persons 
sinv, eutitied, © An act to explain another, | complained of. And, in their judgments, so 
made the last session of this purl. called, An | tar as they could examine, the Complaint was 
act to enable all his maj.’s loving subjects of | just, the Grievances great, and the Remedy 
England and Whles, to trade ‘freely into the | uecessary. For the 2nd point, they had not 
dominions of Spain, Portugal, and France.’ | entertained any ‘purpose to meddle with that ; 
‘his was passed into a !aw and may he scen in | being more proper for his maj.’s wisdom and 
the printed Statutes. Butte find, by the Joar- | clemency, whose subjects were all under his 
nals, that Spain was not then in such strict amity edule gh therefore they Icave it wholly to 
with us as to suffer atree trade. For, on the | him, and do now only renew their former re- 
16th of May a Message was seut trom the Com- | quest, that Petition may be made to his maj. 
mons to the Lords, by sir 2. Sandys and others, | for some such means of redress as in his 
to this effect: ““Thata Petition, directed to his | princely wisdom shall be thought fit. But we 
friaj. and the: high court of park bad been'ex- | are not told: by the Journals, whether the 
hibited to them, by ‘several merchants of this | Lords joined with the Commons in such’a Pe- 
realm; complaining, grievousty, of many intole- | tition; nor is there one word of ‘this ‘matter 
rable vrongs and injuries that had been offered | menuoned in’ any of ‘our historians, by which 
them, by the subjccts“of ‘Spain, in all parrs | we may learn whether these grievances were 
abroad where they ‘trade. As well in taking | redressed or“ not.—July 4th,’ 1608, the pari. 
and ‘unjustly detaining of their goods, as in | was prorogued, by commission, to the 10th of 
bereaving- them: of ‘their liberties; aud in’ the | Feb. fullowing;. and ‘from’ that time,‘ by tour 
cruel usage of divers of ‘then either by‘com- | other prorogations, to the 9th’ of Feb. 160%. 
mitting them ta the Galties, or by-utker tar- | [t is remarkable that there was no Stpply ‘¢i- 
tures.’ Thar. the Lower House had taken the | ther asked or grafted in this lnst'session. Artd 
said: Comptaine to ‘heart,: and ‘exammed the | indeed what was hitherto given-since this king’s 
sime; as far-us they’could, not ‘being nuble to | dccession, bears 10 proportion, to ‘the “heavy 
ttkesexammation of ‘the adverze parties. be- | taxes land on-tht subject at the datter end ‘of 
i ar 
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The: E. of Salisbury lays before Purl. the (a motion, proposed by the committee of the - 
Kiug’s Necessities.] Feb. 9, 1609. The Ses- | other house, “ ‘That his maj. might be made 


sion was opened; from which day the lord 
chancellor adjourned the house to the 14th. 
On that day the earl of Salisbury, lord trea- 
surer, in a set speech to the Lords, which he 
divided into two parts, tuok occasion to in- 


acquainted, by some of their lurdships, that 1¢ 
was the desire of the Commons, that some 
course night be taken concerning Wardslips 
and Tenures.” Which being debated among 


‘the Lords, they agreed that a select number of 


form their Lordships, “ First, by making a: their house should be chusen to acquaint the 


particular relation of the state his maj. was re- 
duced to, both in respect to his present debts 
and other occasions of expence; and some ne- 
cessary menus to be considered of for a pre- 
sent supply fur his wants, and support of his 
te state in time to come; winch canses he 

rmed were the chief reason for calling this 
session of parl. Next, concerning the Prince, 
who, though wlready duke of Cornwall by na- 
tural descent, vet was to be. created prince of 
Wales and earl of Chester. For the first again, 
concerning the State of the King’s Debts, xc. 
his lordship explained, by many substantial 
arguments, reasons, and precedents, accord- 


ing to the knowledge he had gained, as proper ! 


to his place of Treasurer, and other observa- 
tons. Lastly, he made a motion that a Mes- 
sage might be sent for this purpuse to the 
Lower House, fora friendly Couterence there- 
upon.”—This motion was agreed to, and a 
message to the Commons was sent the same 
day, importing, * That because soine things 
of extraordinary nature were the occasion of 
calling this mecting, their lurdships -were de- 


king with the Commons’ request. Feb. 238. 
There was a long debate in the Commons, on 
the two businesses of Support and Supply, the 
heads of which are given in their Journals; but 
are again too intricate to unravel, We ax 4 
theretore chicfly follow the Journals of th 

Lords, and only vive some remarkable hints from 
those of the Commons, as tney fall in our way 5 
one instance of which is now betore us. On the 
day before-mentioned, the result of the debate 
on the Supply was, a division of the house on 
the question, Whether it should be put off for 
that time or not? Itwas carried to sit still, only 
by 160 against 148. It was then moved to 
sav, “ That they were willing to relieve the 
kine’s wants cheartully ; tune enouch tur re- 
tribution afterwards. That the Supply might 
be postponed, but to support imincdintely. 
To intend, was mental purpose; to eine a 
plain open Englich answer, tuat we propose to 
vive somewhat.” On the whole, a Resolution 
was taken, on a messave froin the Lords, to 
send an answer to'this purpose; “ That they 
would think of the Supply in due ume, and 


sirous the Commons should be acquainted | doubted not but to give bis maj. good satistuc- 


with them, since without their concurrence ! tion. 


nothing could be done. That they thought it 
necessury fo treat of these matters at first, 
whereby their lordships hoped this would 
prove a parl. of consolauon.,  ‘Therctore 
they desired a Conterence, for consideration 
to be had of some necessary Supplies to be 
granted to his maj. for his present occasions. 
And further sivnitied that their Jordships will 
join with them, for retribution to his maj. as 
shall be judved most fit and reasonable.” The 
Commons readily uccepted of this proposal; 
and a Conference, with time and place, was 
agreed on between committees of both houses. 
And the Lords ordercd, that the lord treasurer 
should deliver the substance of what he had 
this day opened to them at the coiumittee. It 
is not clear by the Journals what was suid or 
done at the first Contereuce. There is a long 
aecount of it entered in those of the Com- 
mons, in the Reports made by the Solicitor- 
General, sir Fra. Bacon; but the Items of 
them are so short as not to hear a connection. 
Especially in that of the Public Debts and Dis- 
bursements, which are so intricate as not to 
be understoud at all. | 

Feb. 24. The Commons scnt a message to 
the Lords, requesting another conference with 
their committee, about the Matter of Contri- 
bution and Retribution, moved at the last con- 
ference, which was agrecd to; and, on the 
26th, the lord treasurer made a Report to the 
house of what had passed in this Inst confer- 
ence. Wherein he 

VoL, 1. 


particularly took notice of 


For the matter of aunual Support, in 
lieu of Wardships aud Tenures, when they 
shail hear trom their lordships about them, 
they will be ready to join with them im con- 
terence.” ‘ 

The Commons complain of Dr. Cowel’s Book 
fending to advance the Prerogative Royal.} 
Feb. 97th. The Commons sent a Message to 
the Lords to acquaint them, “ That thev had 
taken notice of a Book, lately published by 
one dr. Cowel, which they conceived does con- 
tuin matters of scandal and offence towards 
the high court of parl. apd is otherways of 
dangerous consequence and example. That 
bemg desivous there should be a joint exami- 
nation of the offensive contents of the said 
Book, and some course taken for the punish- 
ment of the person who published the same ; 
they thereture desire their lordships to appoint 
a conference for that purpose.” ‘Phe Lords 
returned for answer, “ That they were willing 
to join with them in any cause proper to 
maintain the honour of that bigh court, and to 
cherish a mutual corrcsponuence between 
both houses, which together masxe the body of - 
the parl. whereof his maj. is the head. ‘They 
therefore appointed time and place ior a Con- 
ference. not only on the complaint, but to go 
again on the topic of a supply.” Wilson in- 
furms us, “ That the Book, tere mentioned, 
which had given ottcnce, wrote by dr. Cowel, 
a civilian, was to prove the excellence of the 
Civil Law in compuarison of the Common Law 
of England, That the king had ict fall some 
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expressions at his table, in derogation of the 
fatter, and highly extolling the Civil Law be- 
fore it. At the sume time, declaring his ap- 
probation of a book, lately writ by dr. Cowel 
on that subject. ‘Tis savs our author, net- 
tled the great lawyers much; and had not 
some of them been raised so high, that they 
could not, with their court-gags, look daw 
wards, at liad bred an open contest. How- 
ever, adds he, though they did not. stir in it 
themselves, we may suppose they, underband, 
elirred up this prosece ion against Ube © eilaty, 
tor fear, that Wf his scheme should tuke place, 
they should have their lessons to learn over 
Pen ®, 

Feb, 28th, The lord treasurer informed the 
Lords of the King’s Auswer to the Message 
sent to him, at the desire of the Commons, 
relating to Tenures and Wardships.  “« That 
his may. reserveth to bimselr, * tanquam res 
tutegra,’ the power of athrmative, or negative, 
to vrant it; asouturther deliberauion, he shi 
see cause.” Tlereupon it was moved by the 

earl of Northampton, lord privy seal, “ That 
mn regard the inatier was of great smportaunce, 
resprre aught be taken tor impartiog his maj.’s 
sald Answer to the Lower House, tll to-mor- 
row, on them next mecting; when some fit 
course muzhe be considered of for that purpose, 
This motion bey seconded by the lord chane. 
It wus avreed that no Auswer should be return- 
edoto the Commons till the next dav. At 
which ume the Lords were interrupted from 
consider of the liitir, by another messrce 
trom the Commons, unporting, That they de- 
sired thet lordslips to appoint a mecting of 
the committees of both houses, to receive thei 
Auswer touching the matter of Suppert and 
Supply. The lords accordingly appoimted 2 
that atteraoon tor the purpose. 

‘Dhe very next day a message was sent from 
the Lords to the Commons to this effect ; 
© That whereas the ifouse of Commons, by a 
Message of date sent from them, had moved 
their lordships that his may. might be made 
nequauned, by some of thei house, wath the 
desire of the suid Commons, touching the 
twatter of Tenures and Dependencies on Te- 
hures; their lordships had axeqniuinted his 
way. therewith, and received lis Answer. 
Aud conceiving that the tine appointed this 
atterboon, concerns dr. Cowel’s Book, Duy 
fitly serve both that ‘and imparting lism: fs 
Answer, do desire that this meeting Day ae- 
cor-hingly serve for both these purposes.” The 
Commons rephed, That they received their 
Jordships message very respectiully, and would 
be ready to attend their service at the time 
and place appointed. 

March Sd. The lord chancellor reported 
te the Lords the substance of what was deli- 
vercd, by the committee of the Lower Iiouse, 
al yesterday's s Conterence, on the points of 
Supply and Support. “ ‘That the Communs 
had expressed a tender tecling towards his 
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maj.’s wants, and a due regard to relieve 
them: But they could not conceive, as they 
affirmed, how it could be done in any other 
way than by Subsidy. Which beimg proper to 
be first invved in the Cominons, they wall con- 
sider of a fit resolution aud proceed thereim in 
due time, ‘That, as to the other point of Sup- 
port, they hold this matter to be most consi- 
derable, and therefore proper for the Lords; 
of which th: ey expect to be informed trom 
them at their conuvemence.” Then the lord 
privy seal declared to the house what had 
passed in the Conterence relaung to dr, Cowel’s 
Book. “That the attorney-gencral, in deli- 
vere the sense of the Lower House, did very 
modestly and discrectly lay open the offcnee 
taken against the party, and the dangerous 
consequence of the buok.” Afterwards the 
bp. of London read the partictlar exceptions 
which the Commons had made to it; which 
wore, 1. On the word Subsidy; 2. On the 
word King; 8. On the word Parliament; 4. 
On all which words 
sutd dr. Cowel had so unadvisedly en- 
larged himeclf, as the Cominons apprehended 
that the same was very offensive, and of dan- 
verons Consequence. On_ this "Report, the 
Lords took a little time to consider, aud thes 
thourht proper to send a Message to the other 
house, to desire another Conterence about 
this Book, and in the mean tine ordered dicir 
clerk to seek precedents of that kind, and 
faithfully to acquaint the house therewith. 
The next day the lord treasurer intormed the 
Lords, ** hat bis maj. had taken notice of 
this mutter ; ; and had lately perused the places 
in the buok to which exceptions were takcu, 
Vhat he had called the said Cowel before him, 
and beard his Answers thereunto ; and, having 
duly considered of the errors cominittcd by 
the author, in that behalt, was graciously 
pleased to deliver his judgment and resolution 
to the Lords, to be by them communicated to 
the commitice of the Commons.” We are 
not told by the Journals what this Resolution 
Was; but it may be supposed to fimsh the 
business, fur there is no further mention made 
al it. 

Proceerding in relation to Tenures, &c.] 
March Joth. The lord privy seal made a report 
to the Lords ot what had been done at the 
last Conterence relative to Venures, &c.: This 
lordship observed, “ That the comunittec of 
the Commons insisted chiefly on 3. particular 
potts, 1 the debate, on which the matter of 
Tenures depended, ‘These. points were Ho- 
honr, Conscience and Uulity; to the last of 
these they said, “ That since his maj. out of 
the greatness of his mind, bad been pleased to 
set it aside; so they, in their duties, » would 
urge it no further than otherwise it shuuld be 
mect, And it would be most proper to treat 
of that when the other two uf Honour and 
Conscience should be discussed. ‘These last 
two they confessed were of much weight; 
speaking 1 in most reverend and tender manuer 
of hig maj.’s Honour; and likewise athrmug, 
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that it was far from them to put any thing into | the Cornmons to seck this matter of ‘Tenures 


the elear phe of his Conscience. ‘Theretore 
their conclusion was, That his Maj. might he 
addressed by theiy lordships to aceclerate his 
Answer concerning this mutter of ‘Tenures. as 
soon as convenientty he might; vet subinitcine 
themselves whotiv ta. big gracious pleasure,” 


Upon hearing this Report, the fiords acreed to | 
{ 


address his maj. as the Coramons desired; a 
Coumuttee was ordered for that purpose 5 and 
the lord privy seal enjoined to deliver the 
contents of it to the king, auc bring back ais 
maj.’s Answer, : 


March 44th. The lord privy seal reported | 


tothe House the Answer his wis}. was pleased 
to give to the committee appointed to address 
hin, on the request of the Commons, about 
Tenures, &c. And said, that bis nsaj. strictly 
observing every point thercof, was plead to 
give his Answer in effect tollowing: © ‘Phat 
although he took good notice of the distinction 
of time, when the matter was first moved, and 
the present; and that there are infinite atiuars 
as well of state as others of parl. wich keep 
them still in exercise. Yet, in respect of the 
humility, dutiful carriage, discretion sud mdy- 
ment of the Lower House, shewed in this 
matter; of the wisdom of the Lords in moving 
it; and, lastly, the season of the vear; his 
maj. had thought of thuse particulars: and 
was pleased that they should treat. of the bu- 


sess; and that the Lower House should have | 
'to be better prepared to take farther course of 


apeedy notice of his pleasure therein. Further- 
more, his maj. mentioned soine other business 
in hand this park and fist, of Grievances, 
which he declared himselr to be so willing ef- 
fectnally to redress, that although he doubted 
not the good disposition of his pusterity, yet he 
is desivous to provide, & That if they should 
have wall, they may not have power again to 
grieve the people.” This Answer being deli- 
vered, the gord chance. put the house in mind 
of the Supply; which was spoke of bv the 
Commons at the last Conference. And there- 
“pon moved, that the ower House might be 
wade acquainted with his maj.’s Answer about 
Fenures, as soon as possible. This was agreed 
to, and the Answer was delivered to the Com- 
Mons that afternoon, Great was the joy 
which the Commons expressed on this gracious 
return to bheir requests which they signitied 
to the king bythe mouth of their Sueaker, 
attended by the whole house. The Lords too 
did the same by che chancellor; but, we find 
by the Journals, that he was unwilling to un- 
dertake the employment, ‘ex ore,’ and desired 
to have it in writing; which tiie Lords would 
not consent to, but trusted to the chancellor's 
wisdom and understandiy of the mutter, to 
dress it up as he pleased. 

March 29th. The lord treasurer reported 
to the Lords what was done at the hist Con- 
ference ; and how far the comiittee of the 
Tower House had proceeded in the matter of 
enures, to this effect: “ First, his lordship 
observed that mr. Recorder of London de- 


and them dependents; that love and lovalty 
hod caused them to take the course therem 
they had done; and that having now the 
kine’s Answer, which was a licence to treat of 
that bpsiness, they departed, Joytul in) their 
hearts, Uke the sons of Emeus.-—That tig 
matter consisted of 4 considerable points: 1, 
Wiat they dese: @ What they would offer: 


3. Jtow they would leswoat: 4d. low they may 
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hive security forwhatthevseck, ‘Thatorthe twa 
first, they bad determined in this sort ; viz. That 
Brights Service generally mieht be turned intu 
tree qudcoumimon soceage.”—Nextrollows in the 
Jourums, along Account of those particular 
Gsrievonees, relating to Penures, the Comtous 
wanted to drive redressed, But, as these come 
pkunts and several more, concerning the Pre- 
rovative Raval, are all) amply recapitulated 
nt the end of this session, we shall postpone 
thei till we arrive at that period, Only, ob- 
serving here; that the Retribution the Coim- 
nons offered to. the king im licu of these per- 
quisitcs of the crown, was 100,000], yearly ; 
wherein they included all the ¢ esse’ and ¢ posse,’ 
which the Ming ever had, in the matters atore- 
suid, to be compounded for.---Atter the Lord 
Treasurer had made the forecuing recital to the 
Lords, it was Resolved, “ Thatto the end that 
house might bateer examine every particular, sa 
desired, aid the several values of them; and 
thereupon consider of the offer made, in order 


proceeding with the Lower House ; the Lords 
shoyid go. into acomimittee of the w hole house 
therenpon.-—But, Easter now approaching, and 
the parl, being thereupon adjourned, it was 
not tilthe 18th of April that this matter of Tc- 
nures was again resuned by the Lords. And, 
on a inotion of the lord: treasurer, beause: his, 
maj. had not sienitied his pleasure ta that house 
how far he likes of these proceedings ; therefore 
he moved that a cominittee of Lords should be 
appointed to wait on the king, and to. under 
stand trom kim whetber he shall be pleased to. 
Approve of this scheme of pacting with Tenures, 
Mc. or not 2 ; 

A Committee being appointed: accordingly, 
consisting of all the great officers of state, Ac. 
April 2uth, after a call of the House of Lords 
and a severe admonition trom the ChaneeHor, 
tor dne attendance, the lord treasurer reporteL 
his maj.’s Auswer, to this effect: “ Ble tirst 
took notice, That the Reason of this present 
meeting was to deliberate in what manner to, 
deliver this Answer to the committee of the 
other house. For, he said, that the business to 
which the Answer was made is not ordmary; 
not a Grievance, nor yet a request for justice, 
nor any such matter, to which the king may or 
aught to be urged to any present or certain 
auswer, But, that this wasa suit fora valuable 
recompence, to be eased of certain payments 
and burdens, by law justly lying on the subject, 
anid of which no man can justly complain.” 
‘The matier requested his lordship remembred, 


Glared, That ease and couveuicnee had Jed | tu be this, That all Tenures, byCrand Sergeanty, 


1127] 


Petit Sergeanty, Knights Service in Capite, &c. 
may be turned into free and common Soccage ; 
as ofa Mannor, winch he alirmcd was the ba- 
sest and meanest service. Unto this request his 
lordship reported his maj.’s Answer to be, 
“That he would upon no terins whatsoever part 
with any branch of his sovereign prerogative, 
whereo! the Tenures in Capite trom his person, 
which is ali one as of his crown, was no small 
part. But, touching the dependance upon Te- 
nures, such as, marriage, wardship, primicr 
seissin, relicf, respect of homage, and the like, 
which are only the burthens of Tenures, (the 
honours and Tenures reserved) his inaj. is pleas- 
ed when he shall understand what recoinpence 
will be offered for them, to give further Answver, 
towards contracting for the same, with all con- 
venient speed.”—Upon this the judges were 
asked their opinion, Whether the Tenure of 
Hononr, &c. may be reserved to his maj. and 
the Charge or Burden, with other things otf'like 
nature, be released? To which they answered 
with reservation, in the affirmative. It was 
then resolved, “ That the lord treasurer should 
deliver his maj.’s Answer to the committee of 
the Lower House that afternoon; and leave 
the consideration of the course and means to 
their wisdom and conduct.” 

May 7th, The Lord Treasurer acquainted the 
House, “ ‘That neither he, nor their comunittee, 
were at all satisfied with the proceedings of the 
Commons, in this matter. ‘That there was no 
freedom ot debate used in their meetings, which 
was the only way to come at a good aud speedy 
end. But,only awritten message read unto them, 
to which, when any thing was objected by the 
Lords, the others were deharred from making 
anv reply. That the Lords had objected to the 
Commons, That whereas the members of that 
house had otiered to give for the matter of 
Wards, Tenurcs and Dependents thereon, 
100,000]. per annum, and had received answer, 
That his ma). as then advised, would not accept 
it; nor.saw any reason to depart from his first 
demand of 200,000], yearly Support, and 
600,000]. Supply: bis occasions being now, in 
all appearance, greater than betore; especially 
as the Wards were now desired by them, which 
were not spoken of before, nor included in the 
king’s demand. To which the Commons written 
Answer was, That they had since entered into 
a re-examination of the, matter and do find no 
reason.to aiter their offer. ‘That their purpose 
was to have laid the burden on the landed men, 
wher it was movcd to thein, that thev should 
think on some course to make up the king's 
demand, &c, But, they cannet find how so 
huge a sum may be levied, without gricving a 
nunber of his maj.’s poorer subjects. How- 
beit, in all reasonable matters, they will be 
willing to give his maj. satisfaction, Lastly, 
they acknowledge their great ubligation to him 
for giving them more liberty to treat of these 
mattcrs, than ever was granted to any of their 
predccessors ; and further than that leave thev 
would not 20.” : 


Lhe. Lord Treasurer acquainis the Lords 
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with the Murder of Henry IV. of France.| 
May 8. The lord treasurer, in an eloquent 
spcech, as the Journals express it, not without 
some sensible passion, in regard of the matter 
which he was to deliver, and of the weighty 
consequcnce depending thereon, di sae to 
the house: “ That the French king, having on 
Thursday last crowned his queen, and on Fre 
day having been at the palace, and returning 
trom thence to the Lonvre, accompanied wath 
three nobles, as he sat with his back towards 
the end of the coach, passing through a nar- 
row lane, was, at the turning, slain by a base 
fellow with a long knife. He declared the 
manner of his murder, as he had received the 
news of it, but the truth of circumstances he 
left to further intelligence. His lordship then 
discoursed on the exceeding virtues and vices 
of the dead king; and, that at his death, he 
had a great army in readiness: that he was an 
assured friend to the king their sovereign, and 
to this realm; ‘and an espccial defence and 
wall between the reformed religion and its op- 
posites in Christendom. He then shewed 
them what cause they had to fear many 1n- 
conveniences by this loss; and, lastly, he told 
them the great necessity there was to provide 
treasure betore-hand against all chances.”— 
To this declaration the lord treasurer added a 
motion, That a‘message might be sent to the 
Lower House, which was agreed to, and the 
message was to this effect: “ That their lord- 
ships had all this session found that the House 
of Commons bore great respect to theirs, and 
desiring likewise to keep up the, good corre- 
spondence between them; as well knowing 
that both houses, though sitting im several 
places, yet make but one body aud one great 
council, have thought good to acquaint them 
with an accident of great importance. And, 
because it was something rare, therefore their 
lordships desired that such and so many of the 
Lower House as they themselves shall select, 
may presently meet with certain of the Lords 
in the Painted Chamber.” Answer was im- 
mediately returned, that the Commons would 
instantly attend them. 

Mav 26. The Lordy Journals inform us, 
that the lord treasurer ‘ took occasion to put 
the house in mind of the chief motive for cail- 
ing this parl.; which he said, besides the cele- 
bration of prince Henry’s creation, was to de- 
rive from the subject somewhat towards the 
ipholding the state of this monarchy. In 
which, as his meaning was well understood, he 
deuhted not but every man would put it for- 
ward. He also informed them, that the neces 
sity of the Supply increased, and much tme 
was spent; though notwjthstanding there bad 
not been gained of the Commons so much as 
to have a free intercourse of argaments, but 
only messages about it. Wherefore his lord 
ship moved, “ That a speedy Conference 
should be desired of the Lower House, nat 
with hope, at this time, to gain what is wished, 
but to deliver to them the convenience and 
necessity of such a tree conference. By whuch 
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course, he conceived, the thing might be bet- 
ter infused and spread in that house, than if it 
was carried unto them by a person thercunto 
appomted. He further told the Lords, that 
he understood many of the Lowcr House were 
departed; and an injunction was laid on the 
remainder not to conclude any new thing be- 
fore the return of the others. Yet his jurdship 
conceived there was a power left with thse 
that remain to debate other matters; in which 
perhaps a persuasion may be wrought to such 
a conference as is desired.” After this, it was 
resolved that a message should be sent to the 
Lower House to desire a Conference with their 
Committee on Tenures, &c. aud answer was 
soon after returned, that the Commons agreed 
to this proposal. - The chanc. of the excheq. 
who with others brought this answer, likewise 
informed their lordships, “ That the Commons 
had well considered of the matter which did at 
this time concern the salety of his maj.’s per- 
son; and had thought good to propgse unto 
them some things, in which they desire their 
lordships to join with them in Petition to his 
ma}. 1. That Proclamation be made forthwith, 
that all Recusants, before the 2nd of June 
next, do avoid the city, and resort to such 
places where they are by law countined; and 
not to remain within ten miles of the city or 
court without licence. 2. That all Recusants 


| 


be disarmed, and their arms disposed as the 


law requireth, 3. That no subject do resort to 
the house of any ambassador to hear mass. 
4. That all Jesuits be imprisoned, and not per- 
mitted to have conference. 5. That the oath 
of allegiance be administered in the court, by 
the Lords and others of the Council, to all that 
ought to receive it, and in the country by the 
justices of peace.”"— Answer, “ That the Lords 
willbe ready to join with the Commons, in 
such a Petition to the king, when they can fix 
upon a proper method to do it.” - 

After the messengers were withdrawn, the 
Lords went into consultation amongst them- 
selves, how their Committec should act the next 
Conference about the Supply. And, it was 
agreed that the lord treasurer should open the 
matter to the Commons; and endeavour to 
shew them the difference between a free Con- 
ference and a dry meeting, and the likelihood 
of the former’s succeeding. Next, to put them 
in mind of their first offer of 100,000l. per an- 
num, wherein Purveyance was included; and 
if they desired to have that given up too, then 
they must enlarge their sum. Lastly, that 
though his maj.’s occasions are increased, since 
his demand of 200,000. per annum, yet he 
was pleased to abate thereof, and therefore to 
wish the other side might advance. Of all 
which, if they were willing to debate, then his 
lordship was to shew what the king would fall 
to, and to deliver the opinion of the commitee 


.of this house which way it was to be raised. 


All the Lords to have liberty to speak to this 
matter in the debate, as well as the treasurer. 
May 27th. The Lords presented a Petition, or 
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exccution against Popish Recusauts,&c, And 
on the 30th, the ®apb. of York reported Ins 
inaj.’s Answer to it, That he took very graci- 
ously this motion of the Commons, in regard 
to his safety, as proceeding trom their duty and 
love 3 and will, with all convenient speed, con- 
sider thereof. Accordingly, some tew days 
after, a proclamation ciume out, commanding 
all Romish Priests, Jesuits, and Scmiuarics, to 
depart the kingdum by the 4th of July next; 
and all Recusants to return home to their 
dwellings, not to come within 10 miles of city 
or court, and to remain confined according ta 
the statute, in that case provided, 
horm of the creation of Henry Prince of 
Wales, &c.] June @nd. ‘Vhe Lord Chaa- 
celiur acquainted the House of Lords, ‘hat 
it was his majesty’s pleasure they should all 
attend in their robes at Whitehall; -in order 
to be present at the Creation of the Prince 
of Wales, which was to be soleimimzed ony 
the 4th otf June. Vhe Lords Journals have 
preserved the Form of this Creation; and as. 
it is somewhat singular, we shall transcribe 
it from that authority.—< ‘This day the Charm- 
ber, commonly called Whitehall, or the Court 
of Requests, was very richly hung from the 
upper end more than half down towards 
the lower end, where was set up a strong 
bar of timber thwart the room. In the highest 
part of the room was placed, tor his maj, 
a sumptuous Cloth of Estate, and of either side 
scalfulds for Embassadors of foreign Coun- 
tries. On cach side against the walls were 
erected seats, one above another, for strangers 
and noble personages, with the lord mayor and 
his brethren in the midst. Upon forms and 
wool sacks did sit all the lords of parl. aud the 
judges in their robes; and likewise the officers 
und attendants as on the days of sitting in parl, ° 
Below the bar was placed the Speaker’s chair ; 
forms on the ground, and seats on each side, 
one above another, fit and couvenieut to receive 
the whole House of Commons. His maj. being 
set under his Estate (for whose coming all the 
lords in their robes and seats, except such as 
attended his person and the prince, as also the 
Speaker, and all the lower house, did wait and 
attend ;) the prince, his highness, honourably 
attended by divers noblemen, the kmights ot, 
the Bath, officersat arms, and his own servants, 
entered in at the nether end of the house, anc 
was with great state and solemnity brought up 
to the foot-path betore the king; where heel: 
ing at the first, and then standing, his highness 
was, with all due ceremonies, created Prince of 
Wales and Earl of Chester; and a patent there- 
of first read by the lord treasurer, principal 
secretary of his maj. and afterwards delivered 
to hm. Which done, and all ceremonies finish- 
ed which thereunto appertain, the prince, his 
highness, in great state and maynificence, some 
little time after the king’s ma). departed the 
court at Whitehall.” 
June 7th. The parl. met agam, by adjourn- 
ment; and the same day the lord chancellor, 


Address to his maj. for the putting the laws in | in a grave speech, declared to the House of 
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Lords, “ That the great care which their lord- | and equal with the Council; and that accords 
ships and the lower house Shad tor his miy.’s Ingiyv, they will have equal and lite respect 


safery, had produced a Proclamation, that con- 
tained # clause conmurdine alt bps. justices of 
Assize, Jusueces ot pence, and also all others of 
his may.’s officers, whom it mav concern, to 
yninister the oath of allewanece, according to 
the flaws. His lordship turther told them, thar 
according te the Peution of the two Houscs, 
the lords of the council had already been sworn 
by the king himselt, in the presence of the 
prince. Vhat the lower house had generally 
taken the sume oath: and that it was che 
king’s pleasure, that the residue of the lords, 
spiritual and temporal, shonld do the hike.” 
This was immediately complied with, and all 
the lords present were sworn by 6 of the privy 
council, and the rest as they came to the house 
some days after; and the Oaths were likewise 
administered to different persons, both clergy 
and laitv, ali over the kinedom. : 
Farther Proceedings relating to Tenures, &e.] 
June 18th. A Messize was sent by the Com- 
mons House to the Lords, importing, “Phat they 
now desired a free contercnce with thew lord- 
ships, as soon as they pleased to appoint; and 
that their lordships should come prepared to 
give satisfaction tu the Committee of the other 
Honse in 3 points, viz. “ 1. What inore the 
Lords would offer unto the Commons to be 
considered of, above the teu things already 
roposed, and above that which thev of that 
hone have thought on to be given by way of 
retribution® 2. Vhat the Lords would dctiver 
unto thém the lowest price of those things which 
thev shall have to contract tur, 3. What course 
may be taken, and what projects their Jordships 
will propound, for levying that which shall be 
given, otherwise than upon the lands ?’—The 
Lords took some tine to consider of this Mes- 
save, because, as they sent word to the Come 
mons, the king was to be consulted about it; 
and they appointed a committee to wait upon 
his maj. accordingly. ‘The king was not over 
hasty im giving an Answer to a matter of that 
great consequence; and it was not ull June 
26th, that the lord treasurer reported his may.’s 
s\nswer to the Lords on the three points above 
given. ‘To the first he said, 1. That he durst 
so far put confidence im the Lords of the Caw- 
mittee deputed by this Tlouse, that he wonld 
Jeave in them an implicit trust to treat of whit- 
ever nay tend to the good and case of the sub- 
jeet, without tonching his honour, or taking 
that from him which he mav vot spare.  &. ‘To 
the 2nd, his may. ts pleased to seta price, asis 
desired, hut he reqauireth to have one mizhe’s 
respite more, to sleep anit; and this day he 
would send his Answer and good pleasure, in 
writing, betore the conference. 3. To the Just 
yomnt, hig moj. leaveth and doth repose trust 
m the Lords to propose, answer and dispute, 
as they shail think good and see occasion.”"—To 
this Answer whieh the lord treasurer delivered, 
the lord privy seal added, * That his maj. was 
likewise pleascd to require the Lords in this 
Gunteyence, to consider that they are ail Peers 
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and care of the service aud be ¢ pares in onere,’ 
alsa.” 

Further Proecedings on Matters of Grier- 
avecs and Tmpositions,| We are now left an 
the dark, hv the Journals, in what was further 
done at these Conterences, ull the 9th af July, 
when we tind a Memorial entered, as thit day, 
in these words :---" Alea, * quod die Marys 
IOdie Juli, 1610, im the afternoon, as welk 
the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, as the 
Speaker and the whole House of Connnons, 
attended his maj. in the great room or cham- 
ber, cailed the Banqueting-lfouse at White- 
hall, the prince and the duke of York being 
then also present; where, ater his maj. hid 
vouchsafed, very princely, to declare, in. ge- 
neral, his intent concerning such Inpositions, 
as the Commons, by their Grievances, lately 
exiibited unto him, and had complained or. 
And the lord treasurer having hkewise by his 
maj.’s commandment, opened more particu- 
larly, ina lonz and exact speech, the nature 
and quality of these impo-iuions, with the cause 
and order of raising the saine; (which his lord- 
ship atiirmed to have been chicfly done before 
himself was treasurer, by advised council, first 
taken, and by divers conferences, first had 
with many of the principal merchants of alt 
companies, and with their assent and allow- 
ance, and not to be in that kind burthensutne, 
as generally is conceived.) Lhis maj. was then 
pleased, in a second Speech, to remember that 
he received trom the Commons their Gricv- 
ances but on Saturday last, so as this being 
Tuesday, there hath been only two days past ; 
wnd therefore to all theiz Grievances they 
micht not, at that time, expect satisfaction ; 
howbeit, to sume of them, tbev should: pre- 
sently receive his Answers; which, being tor- 
mally put in writing, by direction, lis maj. 
commanded the clerk of the parl. openly and 
distinctly, to read: which accordingly was 
done, and were as follows, viz. | 

Gricvance, “ Imposition of 1s. upon the 
chalder of sea Coals.” Answ. There was never 
ony finposition laid upon the sca coals of 
Blyth and Sunderland, by the king’s authority; 
but it being conceived that they were inembers 
of Newcastle, Guid so within their composi- 
tion) they were only mentioned in some Ictters 
patents with the town of Newcastle. But, it 
appearing that they were things distinct, let 
the said pretended [mpositions be laid down, 
and no more tuken.—Grvicrance, © Fexaction 
for sealiag of new drapery.” Aas. ‘The king 
hath received no knowledge of any abuse of 
the said. patent; and if any complaint hath 
been made unto his maj.’s courts, he doubteth 
not but justice hath been done; and it is his 
miyj.’s express will that all such abuses, upon 
due complaint, be reformed. And, tor the 
right and validity of the said patent, his maj. 
understandeth that there is a suit depending, 
wherem the same is brought in question, which 
hath been divers days solemnly argued on boul, 
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sides, and is now ready for qadouent wherein | got the king’s Resolution on the matter, under 
his ma). requireth the court tu proceed with all | iis hand, whic hwas also to be lunparted to 


expedition.—Griecance, “ Iinposition upon 
Alehouses.” alusw. The intent of that ordi- 
hance was matter of reformation, because alc- 
houses did multiply over uch by the favour 
of licences; and tur the protit it was but an 
incident which his maj. least regarded ; and 


that it might be done by law, it was warrante ‘ds 


by the opimion and advice of the lord Popham, 
and the principal judges of the land; who, 
upon conference with others, miatintuined that 
referring the power of licences to the justices 
of the peace; by the statute, was not privanive 
to the king’s power in that case. But, scang 
is a thing so anuch desired to’ be removed, 
wid especially siuce it scemed to breed a iea- 


lousy in dius losing subjects of a precedent of 


Imposing payment upon them within the land; 

let it be laid duwn and no more taken,— 
Grievance. “+ Monopoly ot licence of Wines, 
upon the advantage of old and impossible 
kins.” ase. Vhe law, though old, as they 
aliirm, vet was sull in force; and it secmeth 
the Commons, Gf they wall re nietnber some of 
their late proceedings) would be loath to dis- 
claim making use of old Jaws. Neverthelcss, 
at their praver (saving the patent which thes 
themselves acknowledge Lo have been aiede in 
favour of so great a person and of so ereat de- 
sert) his maj. is content a law be passed tor 
restraining i any such liccace tu be made in tune 
to come.” 

‘These concessions of the king make it ap- 
pear that hitherto he was willing to keep on 
good terms with bis pail.; and, though small 
in themselves, in comparison of ‘the larger de- 
deinands of the Commons, yet they seem to 
pave the way for a pertect unlon between 
them, [tis certain what the king was desticd 
Ww part with, were things, some of them, that 
had been trausmitted to him through’ a long 
scries of his predecessors; and others which 
bad been set up, or laid on, in the reigns 
siuce the Returmation, and particularly in the 
last. Who the person was, menuoued in a 
parenthesis of the last Answer, is unecrtiun; 


it scems to be cither the prince or the duke of 


York; tor George Villiers, atterwards duke of 
Buckingham, did not make his appearance at 
cours till near 5 years atter this period. 

We aay suppose that these Aiswers from 
the king met with a favourable reception by 
the Commons; for, though the Journals do 
Dut Express so much, yet sume few days aller, 
the bill of Supply was sent up by them, cen- 
$i: ting of one cntire Subsidy and one 15th and 
10th trom the temporality. 

Lhe King offcrs to accept of 200,000/. yearly, 
ain licu of Tenures, Sc c.] July 17th. The lord 


the Cunnnons: und which he read to the Lords 
in these words : 

“ James R. Richt trusty and well-beloved 
cousins: Laving understood what hath passed 
in your Conterence with our Lower House, 
and perused the Alemorial of your desires; 
weare how determined to answer vou, in the 
pout of the Price, as it shall appear in whose 
licart sincerity is lodged. Of the particulars 
newly come to the press, we presume you have 
so well remembered what ty impart to your 
fellows, as it shall appear to them what opinioa 
we have of their respect to our honour, and 
how loth we would be tor money to contract 
fur those things with which just aud gracious 
princes have been used to bind their subjects, 
in the which we do promise, on the word of a 
king, (whereof God is witness, to whem all 
hearts be open) that howsoever those that 
enonot judge of a king’s heart may fecd them- 
selves with false fears and jealousies, that 
prince liveth not that more desircth to derive 
sti€ngth trom his subjects than we do. And 
therciore, aiter you have laid betore them, 
how strange it is to us to be pressed in so 
many things which bave been left to the grace 
of princes; wherein we mean no more to vary 
from the ancicut greatness of our progenitors, 
than they who are our sulijccts can be con- 
tent to du, who press stil in all their speeches 
to live ‘more majorum: you shall take the 
liberty, am our name, to accept the sum of 
2U0,UU0l. yearly, for all these things which we 
have ofiered before, or have now vouchsafed 
tu part with tu you and them. In all which, 
we doubt not but you will make it appear how. 
far we are contented. to borrow of ourselves, 
ur satistacuon of our loving subjects. And 
su we bid you farewell, From ‘Theobald’ Sy 
July 16, 1610.” Superscribed, “ To our right 
trusty and right well- beloved cousins, and to 
our right trusty and well-beloved the Lords of 
the Higher Lfouse of Parliament.” 

This written Message from the king, being 
Imparted to the other house, it produced more 
conterences between the committees appointed 
tu settle the arfair, called now the Great Con- 
tract between king and people. Julvei9, the 
Committee of the Lords proposed to the Com- 
mous, Lbat the king might have security in 
land fur the 200,000]. per annum; and that 
some Ordimance or Entry may be ‘mate, bes 
ture the recess of the House, which may both 
bind the King and them to the Contract, which 
‘thew lordships couceive to be already coh= 
ciuded; cspecily siuce time will not now 
serve to have it pass into an act, 

July 21st. The lgrd treasurer acquainted 


treasurcr reported to the House of Lords,| the Lords, That he had received trom the 


** That himself, and some other Jurds, not as 


| Comniuttee of the Lower House a. Memori: al, 


membcrs of parl, but as persons Glierwised in- contaming the substance of the most material 
terested in the king’s service, did the mght be- | points in the Great Contract with his maj, and 


tore acquaint his maj. with the effect of acon- | read the same to the house. 


ference held that afternoon, between the 


Ordered, “ That 
the like instrument should be drawn, as their 


Conuittees of both Houses; and that he bad lurdships assent unto the said Conty act; wheres 
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in the same power and liberty should be re- 
served to his maj. and to the Lords, as the 
Comnons had, by the said Memorial, reserved 
to themselves; and therein the same words to 
be expressed, viz. ¢ addendo, minuendo, in- 
terpretando, &c.” ; 

July 23rd. The lord treasurer read to the 
Lords a draught of a Memorial, penned by 
his lerdship, according to their last order; 
which was approved of by the whole house. 
And it was ordered, that both the Mcmorials 
should be registered in the Journal Books of 
that house. And, on that day in the atter- 
noon, the king and prince came to the house ; 
and, after hearing a speech trom the Speaker 
of the Commons to his maj. on presenting the 
Subsidy Bill, and other bills, the king hinself 
was pleased to make a short spcech to both 
houses, (but full of learning and princely wis- 
_dom, as the Journal expresses it) to this et- 
fect:——“ He ‘first told them, That the time was 
so far spent, that it was a-sufhcient excuse tor 
him to speak without preamble; theretore he 
put them in mind, that at their lust attending 
of him at Whitehall, he then, by Ins own 
mouth, prumised them that he would, betore 
the breaking up of this session, give them An- 
swer to such other of their Grievances as they 
of the Lower House had presented unto him, 
and which then he did forbear to answer.” 
Then the clerk was commanded to read his 
mitj.’s most gracious Answers to the Grievances 
atoresaid, which were as follow: 

But before we yive this lung account of 
Grievances and Answers, as they are entered 
in the Lords’ Journals, it is proper to look 
back into the procecdings of this session, in 
which, besides the Subsidy Bill, Gs. in the 
pound, granted by the Clergy, was also con- 
firmed. After the reading of the following 
Memorial, which was done, by his ma).’s com- 
mand, to both Houses, the lord chancellor, by 
another command, prerowned this parl, to the 
16th of Oct. next ensuing. 


“ His Maiesty’s Answers, delvercd to the 
whole assembly of both Houses, July 257d, 
1610, uwuto cerlain Grievances formerly dé- 
livered to his Majesty, bu tie hyaghts, Crti- 
zeus, snd Burgesses of the Commons House 

- of Parliament. . 

“ Touching the execution of the laws of this 
our realuy made against Jesuits, Semimary 
Priests, their Receivers, and all other Popish 
Recusants, we have so suthciently expressed 
onr care and resolution in our writings, and in 
onr jate Proclamation; as also in our late 
Speech concerning this point, as we shall not 
need to give any further or more particular 
woswer in that behalt-—There hath never been 
hitherto anv particular Church in the world 
(for ought that we have read or heard) that 
hath allowed such ministers to preach in it as 
have retused to subscribe to the docrine and 
discipline settled in it, and maintained by it; 
and hereof the reformed churches in France 
da yield a fresh example, who have and do 


daily require subscription to the Articles of 
their Synods, though very many in number; 

nevertheless, as in our own princely judgment 

we ever intended to make some distinction 

between the persons and dispositions of the 

deprived and silenced ministers, in regard of 
better hope of conformity in some than others, 

although they be in the same degree offenders 

byour laws; 90 we shall be pleased, when we 
know the numbers, the names, and qualities of 
these for whom this Petition is made, to take 

such order in that behalf, as in our princely 
wisdom we shall hold most fit and convenient 

tor the good and peace of the Church.—Al- 
though never any Christian king had in greater 
detestation the covetous and immoderate 
heaping of many benefices together, especially 
where the neglect of the Cure is joined there- 
with; yet it cannot be expected at our hands, 
that we should in this, more than in any other 
cascs, abridge any of our loving subjects of 
that which they have in express words granted 
unto them by the laws of this our realm; or if 
we might lawfully in this case so do, yet we 
should not hold it convenient, until some far- 
ther provision be made, that the Benefices of 
this realm might be made competent Livings 
for godly ministers and learned preachers; and 
that with some difference in proportion an- 
swerable to their gifts and merits. In the 
mean while, the number of ministers now qua- 
litied to enjoy two Benefices, with Cure, will be 
greatly dimimshed, it such as have power to 
quality would abate the number of their chap- 
lains allowed them by law, as we are resolved 
for that cause to abate our’s; besides, we will 
lav strict charge upon the bishops, under pain 
of our displeasure, that such ministers as eci- 
ther now have, or hereafter shall have, two 
Benelices, with Cure, shall carefully observe 
the 41st and 47th Constitutions, confirmed by 
us, An. 1603, whereby it is provided, that 
every such parson as hath two Benefices shall 
(where he doth not reside) maintain a preach- 
er, lawfully allowed, that is able suthcicntdly to 
teach and instruct the people in his absence ; 
and in case the bishop, upon complaint inade 
unto him, shall neglect his duty in taking order 
with such as have invrossed Benetices into 
their hands, or shall not have provided for the 
serving of the Churches with sufficient preach- 
ers in their absence, upon information given 
thereof to ourselves, we shall make it, appear 
how much we dishke such neglect, and te 
much we tender a retormation in such cases.— 
By occasion of the Conterence at Hampton- 
Court, in the beginning of our reign, and upon 
some other complaints, our Clergy, by our di- 
rection, made a Constitution with a condition 
which we confirmed, wherein they shewed 
themselves very willing to forbear the censure 
of excommunication for contumacy, where the 
original cause was of no great weight, and of 
private interest, so as there might be a law 
made whereby contumacy in such cases might 
otherwise be sufficiently punished. And ac- 


cordingly they caused « bill to be drawn for 
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that purpose, and exhibited unto the Lower 
House, which found no passage there; never- 
theless, when such a bill shall be hereafter 
agreed upon as may enable our Ecclesiastical 
Judges condignly to punish the said conteimpts 
In the Causes mentioned, otherwise than by 
excommunicawon, and so produce the retur- 
mation which is so much desired, we shall be 

leased to give our royal assent unto it, sv as 
it shall rest in our hands to citect that which 
is desired. — Touching the Iuconvenience and 
dangerous extent of the statute 1 Eliz. cap. 1. 
our approved care tur the well ordering of Ec- 
clesiastical Courts and Causes, ouglit tu banish 
from ube conceite of cur loving subjects, all 
necdless ond imaginary fears; nevertheless, 
we are pleased to assure them, by our royal 
promise, that our Ecciesiastical Cominissions 
shall nut be directed to singular persons, but 
to such a number 6f commissivners, and them 
so selected, as the weight of such causes doth 
require; and that no definitive sentence be 
given or pronounced by such our commission- 
ers under the number of 7 of them, sitting in 
court, or 5 at the least, and that only in case 
of necessity. And further, that we shall not 
take advantage by any power given us by that 
statute, to grant forth any Forms of Commis- 
sions extending further than to imprisonment, 
and reasonabie tine: and likewise that we 
shall restrain such our several Commissions to 
the number of 2, the one for the province of 
Canterbury, and the other for that of York; 
besides we are resolved to establish an Order 
touching the use and practice of our said Com- 
missions, as that none of our loving subjects 
shall be drawn irom remote places, either to 
London or York, except it. shall be for such 
exorbitant ottenccs as are fit to be made ex- 
emplary, and tor the enumeration of Ecclesi- 
astical Causes in particular; and as it is a 
mater full af dithculty, so it is needless, as we 
suppose, considering that they are already so 
limited and confined, that no ancient Canons 
or Spiritual Laws are in force, that are either 
contrary to the laws or customs of this realm, 
or tead to the damage or hurt of our preroga- 
tive roval.—For the Grievances apprehended 
mm the Commission, First, a Sovereign King, 
being ‘ mixta persona,’ and having authority, 
as weil in. causes ecclesiastical as temporal, it 
wus with great wisdom ordained, inatters of 
the Church being many ways impugned, and 
the censures of it grown into contempt, 
that there should be a Commission, consist- 
ing as well of temporal as ecclesiastical per- 
sons, who might have power for one offence 
at one time, and by one sentence, to intlict, 
as there should be cause, both a spiritual 
and temporal punishment. But as to the 
Enquiry by Juries, it hath not, for many years, 

en practised, and we are content that here- 
_ after it be omitted in our Commission. And 
concerning Appeals, the use hath always been 
to. exclude them in Commissions of this na- 
ture; and yet it any of our subjects shall be 
jualy pail with any sentence given by our 

QL, 2. 
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commissioners, we shall be content a8 we find 
Just cause, to grant unto them a Commission 
of Review: alsv tor the Execution of divers 
Statutes aimed at in your Grievances, although. 
it hath been from time to time committed, in 
suine sort, unto our commissioners 5 and that 
every such Commission hath been stiled and 
penned by the atiurney-general, with the ad- 
vice of the chietest temporal judges; yet we 
are well pleased, and will give commandment 
accordigly, that our tempural and ecclesias- 
tical judges, assisted with our learned cuuncil,. 
shail conter together, concermfig the excep- 
tions by you taken, to the end that hereatter 
our said commissioners may have no further 
power to intermeddie with the execution of any 
part of the suid statute, than it shall be found 
ht for our service, necessary tor the sup- 
presong of Popery and Selism, .and no ways 
repusvant to the laws aud policy of this our. 
kinedom. But for waking any funovations in 
the Forms and Proceedings heretotore used by 
our said Conunissioners, we know no cause to 
depart therein from the exauonple of our pro- 
geniters, nor from that which the laws of this. 
our kingdom hath approved; and touching 
Fees, since it is a Court by statute erected,. 
and no fees in the statute cxpresscd, it was: 
verv fit that the commissioners should have 
authority to limit and appoiut to every othcer 
his reasonable tees, and we will commend the 
further care thereof to sume principal persons 
of our Commission to take a view of thems, 
and as to reform what they find amiss, so to 
establish such as shall be moderate and. reason~ 
able-—Touching the Grievances found in the 
execution of the Commission, we- know that 
there is no Commission nor Court, either of 
ecclesiastical or tempor jurisdiction, but may 
be sulject more or less to abuse in the exe- 
cution of their authority; nevertheless, it is 
our part to have our ear apen to receive tom- 
plaints of that kind, especially from our perl, 
when we shall find them to be just ; and there- 
fore our purpose is to see such reformation to 
be nade of all abuses in the execution of the 
said Cominission, as may best procure the ease 
ot our subjects from charge or vexation, and 
such punishment to be ivflicted on Pursurvants, 
or other interior Ministers, which shall be of- 
fenders, as may repress such misdemeanors in 
tinie to come.—It is_our princely care and of- 
fice to uphold and maintain all the Courts ot 
Justice, buth ecclesiastical and temporal, with- 
in this our realin; that none of them encroach 
upon the other, but kcep itself within the trua 
bounds and limits thereto appertaining. Nei 
ther is it unknown (we suppose) to the whole 
realm, what pains we have already taken to 
that end; and we propose (God willing) there~ 
in to persist, until we shall settle a certain or- 
der as well concerning Prohibitions, as the in~ 
cidents thereunto belonging, that no one ot 
our courts way be prejudiced by another. 
And that (all Inte inventions and novelties on 
all sides eschewed) Prohibitions may freely 
praceed from such courts, in such’causes and 
4D 


$139] PARL. HISTORY, 8 James f. 


» 
m such form, as by the ancient laws of the 
reaim hath been accustomed. And touching 
Verits of Jlabeas Corpus, and Homine Reple- 
wiaitdo, our pleasure 1s, that they be granted 
wceording to law.—Although we know well 
that by the constitutions of the frame and po- 
licy of this kingdom, proclamations are not of 
equal force, and in like degree as laws; yet, 
nevertheless, we think it a duty appertaining 
tous, and inseparably annexed to our crown 
and reval authority, to restrain and prevent 
such mischief and inconveniences as we sce 
growing mn the commonwealth, against which 
no certain law ts extant, and which may tend 
to the great gricf and prejudice of the subjects, 
if there should be no remedy provided until a 
pari, witch prerovative our progenitors have 
I antient, as well as later times, used und en- 
Joved. But aft sithence the beginning of our 
ren, Proclamations have been more trequent 
tlias im former tines, or have extended further 
than is warranted by law, we take it in good 
part to be informed thercot by our loving sub- 
jects, and take it to heart as a matter of great 
consequence 3 and theretore we will have 
Conterence with our Privy Council, and with 
our Judges and learned Council, and will 
ease such our proclamations as are past, to 
he retormed where cause shall be found ; and 
tor future time will provide that none be 
raade but such as shall stand with the former 
Jaws or statutcs of the kingdom, and such as in 
cascs of necessity our progenitors have, by 
their prerogative royal, used in times of the 
best and bappiest govt. of this kingdom.—Our 
desire is, that all our subjects universally may 
be governed by the laws that make best for 
the peace and quict of the country where they 
hive, and whereby justice may be equally and 
speedily adinmistered, as well to poor as rich, 
with least charge and expence; and for those 
4 counties for which suit is now made to have 
them cxempted from the jurisdiction of our 
council in Wales, and the marches of the same, 
we conceive it tu be 4 matter of very great im- 
portance; fur it tendeth to the alteration of a 
setded state of govt. contiuucd by the space of 
Many years, in the times of divers kings and 
qucens, our predecessors, advised by as wise 
and judicious privy counsellors, and executed 
and put in use ever since the making of the 
statute 34 Hen. VIL. that gave streneth to the 
govt, by many as grave, rev. und learned 
Judees as this realm ever had, who lived at 
and oearest the time of the said statute, and 
therctore best understood the sense and wean- 
ing of it. Therctore we find our crown, upon 
89 good grounds, so loug possessed of that form 
of govt. in those parts; and having holden one 
constant course, ever sithence our coming, to 
keep the state of all affairs of this realm, and 
especially of justice and govt. the same we 
found ; to the end there might, in a manner, 
be ny shew of change by us (which hath been 
justly abserved as an apparent mark of God’s 
blessing upon us and our kingdom) we have 
retained add continued still the sauic govt. in 
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those counties, with fit moderation by your 

last Instructions ; holding it both just and con- 

venient, as well for those as all other parts 

whereunto it is applied. Nevertheless we will 

take time, and inform ourself of all things that 
may Iead our judgment to the best ordering of 
a cause of so great weight and consideration, 
and will thereupon resolve and do as we shall 
find answerable to justice and policy of state, 
which cannot be separated ; always protessing 
for the satisfaction of our loving subjects in 
general, that as we are and ought to be slow 
to put down or alter those Courts and Go» 
vernments, which the wisdom of former umes 
hath established; so we are firmly resolved 
never to erect in any other parts of the realin, 
any like courts, or provincial Councils, execpt 
it be by assent of parl. and for full assurance 
thereof, we will yicld to any security that by 
act of parl. shall be reusonably devised.” 


1610.— Memorial concerning the 
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Great Contract with his Majesty, touching 
Venures with the Dependants, Purveyance, 
&e. deiivered by the Committees of the Cone 
mons Lluuse unto the Lords. 


“© Demands in Matters of Tenures, &¢.—The 
desire, in general, is to have all Knights Service 
turned into. tree and common Soccage. In 
particular some ‘Tenures morc properly con- 
cern the Person, some the Possession.” 

““ Concerning the person, tiz.—Grand Ser- 
jeanty, wherein though the Tenure he taken 
away, yet the Service of Honour to be saved, 
and the ‘Tenure per Baroniam, as It may con- 
cern bishops or parsons, or men in pari, to be 
considcred. Petty Serjeanty, escuage certam 
and uncertain, to be taken away. ‘That Cas- 
tle Guard which rests in renttu be saved. All 
Knights Services general, both of king and 
common persons, Homage ancestral and or- 
dinary, with the respite of them; both these 
to be taken away, only the Coronation-Homage 
to be saved, not in respect of Tenure but of 
Honour, The Form of doing Fealty not yet 
resolved of. Wardship of body, marriage of 
the heir, of the widow, to be taken away. 
Respite of Fealty to be taken away.” 

“ Concerning the possession, viz.—\Wardships 
and Custody of Lundsto be taken away. Pri- 
micr Seisin to cease. Livery Ouster le main, 
to be taken away so far as they concern Te- 
nures, or Seizure by reason of Tenures, other 
than for Escheats. Licence of Alienation upon 
fines, feofments, leases for hfe, and other 
conveyances. Pardon of Alienation, pleading 
‘dicm clausit extremum, Mandamus, qua: plura 
devencrunt, offices post mortem, inquisiuonis 
ex officio,’ except for escheats. Also all Con- 
cealed Wards ‘ de futuro,’ all Instructions, all 
Alienations past, all Bonds and Covenants for 
Performance of what tends to Knights Service ; 
allthese to be determined. The like for Wards 
of common persons, viz. All Wards now 1 
being, or found by office, or which shall be 
found by office before the conclusion of ths 
Contpact, and whose ancestors dicd within 3 
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vears before, these to be saved. Relief upon 

‘nights Service to cease. Patentees that pay 
Q sum, Or pay 10ths or Fce-Farms. These not 
to double their rent upon a relief to be paid. 
Fscheats, Heriots, Suit of court rent, work-davs 
and such Services; these all to remain. Aid 
to the king to remain, but limited in a certain 
to 25,000], § cum acciderit Aids to common 
pcrsuns to cease.” 

‘« Die Martis %6 Junii, 1610.—Tf any Body 
Politic or Corporate, or other person or persons, 
or any froin or under whom they claim, have 
had possession, and been reputed owners by 
the space of 60 vears, and neither the king nor 
his progenitors, nor any other for him or thein 
have had possession, by taking of protits by the 
space of one whole year, without interruption, 
within 60 years, the king’s ritle before that time 
shall be extinguished; and such possessor or 
reputed owner of the inheritance shall hold the 
inheritance against the king's maj, his heirs and 
successors; and against his patentees, and all 
claiming from, by or under him or them, or any 
of his progenitors; and if the king’s maj. or his 
progenitors, have been in possession only ofa 
rent reserved upon arrentation of Assarts, or 
waste grounds in forests or other Jands, or upon 
some grants in tec-farm: and any Body Po- 
litick or Corporate, or other person, have en- 
joyed the lands, tenements, or hereditaments 
tor which such rent is paid, by the srace of 60 
years and more, as his own proper soil and in- 

itance, the king’s maj. his heirs and suc- 
cessors, shall enjoy the said rent only; andthe 
reputed owners shall hold the inheritance ac- 
cording to the several reputed cstares; and all 
others claiming or pretending title under any 
that shall gain the inheritance azainst the king 
by this law, either for years, tite, entail, or for 
other estate, either at the conunon law, or ac- 
cording to the custom of any manour, sbail hold 
and enjoy the sane, according to their former 
supposed estate.—And, it was thonght reason- 
able that some course be thought upon cune 
cerming such as pay the king any rents for land, 
as chief lord, or atherwise, having had, by the 
space of 60 years or more the frechold and ing 
heritance of the said lands in themselves, or 
such from whom they claim that claim, that by 
colour of such rent received, the king should 
not be entitled to the inheritance.—<And, that 
some course may be taken tor lamitation of en- 
tries, and actions of rights, and titles of lands 
belonging to the Duchy of Cornwall, prinei- 
pality of Wales, and counties of Chester and 
Flint; and, namely, that some provision be 
made for it in the patent now shortly to be 
assed to the Prince of Wales, that such as 
rave been reputed. of the inheritance and had 
possession above 60 years, shall not be im- 
peached.” Oat 

“© Patentees to be concluded, in like sort, as 
if the estate hud still remained in the King.— 
1. That Letters Patents of his maj. his heirs 
and successors, and other his progenitors, not 
heretotore made void by judgment, or such 
@niry.as hath been made kaowa by one year’s 
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continuance of possession, shall be continucd, 
and taken most benelicially for the pateutees, 
their heirs and assiens; in case any estite af 
Inheritance be passed, and for the patentec, 
his executors, administrators, and ate sipus, Co 
wiom any tease hath or shall be made, accord- 
ing to the purport of the said letters patents or 
lease; and no other exposition to be made of 
any patent, grant, or lease, of the king, or his 
progenitors, but such as the law makes in grants, 
and leascs, made by cuminon persons, auy 
collateral matter, common rule, or maxim to 
the contrary notwithstanding.—2. And that all 
Letters patents, grants or [cases, from hence- 
forth shall be expounded, constructed, taken 
or adjudged, to pass all rights, titles, estates, 
and interests, whatsvever the king at the time 
of the said letters patents made, might have 
passed as king or duke; and that such grants 
as have been made under the Duchy-Seal of 
Lancaster, of land reputed Duchy-Lands, by 
the space of 60 years, shall be vood notwith- 
standing the king have any other title hercunto, 
in right of his crown or otherwise. 8. ‘That 
the king or any patentee of the king, his heirs 
ur successors, shall not take any torefeiture af 
his estate for non pay:uent of rent, but only 
shall have a penalty of double the rents; but 
that the lessee shall enjoy his estate against the 
patentees as he did under the king; and that 
icases made upon suggestion of surrenders, inay 
not be averthrown for defects or mperiecuions 
of or in the surrender, or tur want of surrendes. 
4, The subject upon every mformation ot in 
struction be admitted to plead the general 
issue, “ not guilty ;” and not be torced to any 
special plea; neither shall any Injunction 
in respect of such plea be granted, to tura 
him out of possession, having had possession 
by the space of one year befure. 5. ‘The 
point concerning penal laws and informers, 
shall be ordered as shall be most for the be- 
nefit and ease of the subjects, preserving the 
force of the law, and a course tu be estabiish- 
ed for the due execution thereof, and inilcting 
the penalty. 6. All, purveyance and takihcs 
for his maj.’s use, the queen, the prince, and 
ali other the king’s children, and for all uthces, 
courts, councils, and societies whatsvever, te 
be utterly taken away, as well purveyance and 
taking of houschold, stable, navy, servants, la- 
bourers, and all other provisions ; and. also, for 
carts, hurses, and carriages, both by kayd and 
water; and, gencrally, ail taht ala and tate 
kings for whomsoever, whatsoever, af what 
lame or nature soever, to be for ever extins 
guished; the composition for the same tw be 
all dissolved and released; the clerk of the 
market, and alt others, to be disabled tor Sete 
ting any prices; the power and prerogative of 
re-emption to be determmed. not intending 
herek the pre-emption of Tin, What regard 
shall bo had to the merchant-stranger in this 
point, to be left to further consideration, 7. 
That his snaj. would be pleased so pardon, rea 
lease, and discharge all old debts, due to him 
or any of hiv progenitors, before the 80th Eliz. s 
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meet: 2 


and that -hereafter every subject, sued or mo- | demurrers, to express the cause ef demurrer 


Jested tur any debt duc to Ins maj. or bis pro- 
gevitors, or that shall grew due to his heirs, 
may plead that the same debt became due to 
the king er his progenitors, by the space of 10 
years past; and that the same in the mean 
time hath not heen sued for in any of the 
king’s courts, and that the same appearing to 
be crue or so proved, shall be a good plea m 
bar. 8. Ail pre-tines, and port-tines duc upos 
alicnation, Ly tine or recovery, to be taken 
away.” 

“46th July, 1610—That where any man 
shell be outlawed, at the suit of a common per- 
gon, betore judzment or atter, the plaimull 
first, and ali others atter hun an order as they 


for form, as the subject is by by the stat. 27th 
Eliz. 3. Petition to be made to his maj. to 
grant out Coinmissions, to declare the just and 
due fees of all the courts and offices in this 
realm, so far torth as they are to be paid by 
the subject; as they to be reduced ito a 
book and printed, 4. His maj. also to be pe 
tioned to appoint some to make a diligent surs 
vey of all the penal statutes of this realm, to 
the end that such as are obsolete or unprofits 
able may be repealed ; and ths tor the better 
ease and certainty of the subjcet; all such as 
are profitable concerning one matter, may be 
reduced into onc statute to be passed in pail, 
5. ‘The Lords to join with the Commons in Pe- 


desire, all may be paid their just debts out of | tition to bis maj. tor recumpence to be made 


the fortciture grown to the king, betore the 
king or any other take any advantave of such 
forterure. In like manncr, m all attainders ot 
felony and treason, all crediiors to he satistied 
for their just debts, out of the estates of the 
persons attainted, That the clause in the stat. 


$4 and 35 Hen. VUE by which the king: 


hath power to alter the laws for Waies aad 
gizke new, he repealed” 

“ In the interim Ull aur next Access :—No 
anan to be questioned or troubled for any 
land upon detective titles, either upon pre- 
tence that the patent as void, or for assart 
Junds, and such like, whicb have had long pos- 
session and no patent. No man to. be ques- 


tioned for land gaiged by the sea, be it an-: 


cicnt or new. No concealed ward to be 
sought after, nor any to be questioned, after 
the death of whose ancestors an othce hath not 
heen found within 10 years. Noman to be 
questioned for old debts; nor alienauions withe 
out licence; nor be contined to plead his li, 
cence, or title, or tenure, in the exchequer.” 
“qth July, 1610—1, That whereas the 
House of Commons have already, awong their 
Grievances, preterred a petition to his maj. as 
of right and justice, that the 4 English counties 
may bave a trial by law, conecrming their wher 
sithuce to the commoa laws of this realm, aud 
60 to he excimptcd trom the jurisdicuen of the 
Presideut and Council of Wales (a matter 
whercin the whole realm is deeply interested), 
hotwithstanding, upon occasion of this great 
Contract, the Comimoas doth humbly peiiuon 
to bis maj. as of grace, that without further 
suit, trial, or trouble, those counties may be 
restored to that ther ancient neht, the same 
being no way prejudical to his maf.’s honour, 
in point of sovereiznty (as we concelve), as be- 
ing alike to his‘maj. in which of his courts his 
subjects have their trials; and wm protit much 
Jess: but rather being a matter of greater be- 
nefit tq his maj, in the duties due for suits tn 
his Courts at Westminster, and to his maj.’s 
loving subjects there, it will be a matter of 
great comfort, and of enabling them the better 
to perform their part of this Contract, by 
easing them of much causeless vexation and 
eharees, which in trifling suits they now bear 
sod endure, 2. The king to be bound upon 


1 


by his maj. to all such othcers of courts, as 
are damniucd by this Contract in pomt of Tee 
nures,” 

“« 20th July, 1610,—-6. His maj. to be peti- 
{Qioned that tie will be pleased to grant no De 
| tections contrary to law, That tbe extent of 
every urlicle that is decreed for the goed af 
the Commons in this great Contract with his 
Jimaj. should be expounded and explained in all 

causes doubtiul, by the Commons, according 
to their true meaning, Reservation to be 
made of further addition at the vext session, 
of any proposition within the boueds agreed 
On; Viz, Not to impair bis mayj.’s honour, ia 
puint of sovereiynty, nor to dimimish his estate, 
in matters of profit, without recumpence for 
the same.” 
‘gist July, 1610.—Answer to the Lords’ 
3 Propositions, viz. 1. *What assuragce his 
may. shall have of 200,0001. yearly revenue? 
Answer, Not having resolved yet whereupon 
to raise this revenue, nor in what manner to 
levy it, thus much we are resolved of, That it 
shall be stable and certain to his maj. and 
convenient for his maj.’s otiicers to receive and 
vather it.—2. What matter of content in the 
interum shall be brought down into the coun- 
try? Answer, 1st, to the meaner sort, the 
asquring them that nothing shajl be levied 
upon their ordinary victuals, viz. bread, becr, 
and corn, norupon their handy labours. 2dlv, 
to the hetter sort, the view of these things, 
which in heu of that sum we shall receive from 
his maj. whereof copies tv be taken down by 
such as picase, 3rdlv, in general to all, lus 
maj.’s gracious Answer to our Gricvanccs.— 
13 What course now tor the settling of this 
creat Contract and proceeding in it? das. 
First of all, we proceed now, by addition of 
some more Articles, which, together with the 
former, in one entire copy, we will nt to 
the Lords, 2dly, for the setthng pf it at our 
return to find it as we leave it, we will enter 
in our book, 1. What we have demanded, viz. 
these Articles, 2. What we have resulved to 
give therefore to his maj. viz. 200,000l. by the 
year, 3. The security to be by act of parl. m 
as strong sort as can be devised. 4. The 
manner of levying it t0 be in sucb sort as may 
be secure to his maj. and in the most casetul 
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and contentfal sort to the subject, as by both 
hoases of pari. caa be devised.” , 


“ Memorial concerning the Great Contract with 
hus Maj. touching Lenures, with the Depen- 
dents, Conveyance, &c. conceived by the 
direction of the Lords of the Higher Louse 
of Parliament, viz. , 
“ Whereas the kmehts, citizens, and bur- 

gesses of the Lower Llouse of parl. have this 

day, by comuittue, delivered to the Lords 

Committees of this House, a Memorial by 

them conceived and put in writing, containing 

certain Articles concerning the great Contract 
with his maj. which during this session hath 

Jong and often been in speech and debate be- 

tween their Jordslupsand them, as well on his 

maj.’s behalf, as tor the interest of their lord- 
ships, aud of the said kinghts, citizens, and 
burgesses; by which Contract they are tied to 
assure unto his maj. his hicirs and successors, 
the sum of 200,000I. in yearly revenue, in sa- 
tisfaction of the great yearly profits which his 
maj. bath or muy make, as well in respect of 
the wardships of the bodies and lands of his 
subjects, and all other incidents to Tenures, 
as ofthe benent arising by post-tines, defecuve 
titles, assarts, and many other mmmubpities and 
privileges, together with the extinguishing of 
purveyances, (all tending to the protit and ease 
of his maj.’s subjects), m the couclusion where- 
of there 1s this clause inserted, viz..¢ that the 
extent of every Article that is desired tor the 
geod of the commons, m this great Contract 
wh his maj. should be explumed and ex- 
pounded in ail clauses doubtful, by the Com- 
mons, according to their true meaning.” And 
whercas at the presenting of the same Memo- 
nal, it was algo delivered inthe name of the 

Lower House, by sir Edwyn Sandys, that, not- 

withstanding the said clause iuserted, it was 

not intended to make any question of the price, 
or of any main part of the Contract, because 
they were agreed in the substance; but only 
to receive some liberty for the exposition of 
the extent of some branches, which contajned 
those requests whiclr they had made under that 
liberty; (which his maj. gave them to ‘pro- 
pound such other things as should nat derogate 
from his honour or profit) in all which they 
desired also, by the mouth of sir Edwyn San- 
dys, tosretain liberty, ‘ addendo, minuendo, et 
interpretando.’ And, whereas it was also de- 
livered by the gent. aforesaid, that the Lower 

ouse were resolved, at the end of this, to de- 
liver a clear Answer; that is to say, concern- 


ing the king’s assurance, though for the manner 


of levy, they had not yet taken the same into 
consideration in the absence of their fellows; 
yet of this one thing they did desire their lord- 
ships to remain assured, that it was their full 
datention and resolution that his maj.’s reve- 
nue, depending upon this Contract, should have 
these two qualities; one that it should be a 
yeveaue firm and stable; 
should not be difficult in the levy.. In both 


which they assured themselves, they did fully 


- 


another that it. 


answer the meaning of that speech which 
made mention of Jerra Virma. And, forase 
much, as the kiuehts and burgesses of the 
Lower House, have also acknowledged (and that 
most truly) thac they did elways understand 
themselves bound to limit themselves, so cares 
fully, in all things which they have sought for, 
or shall do, not being particularly expressed at 
the time that they did accept of the price, ag 
hot to demand or expect any condition, where- 
vy his maj. should lose either honour or profit, 
as aforesaid. ‘Tle Lords also who are hkewise 
in their own particular estates and possession, 
(beside the care of the public good) no fess in- 
terested in the said great Contract than they, 
and by their eminent places and degrees, aré 
more strictly bound to take care of those 
things which do particularly concern the hos 
nour and revenue of the Crown than others 
are, have now, upon good advice and delibes 
ration, thought tit and necessary, not only to 
acknowledge their personal consent to the 
substantial parts of this Contract, but with the 
privaty of Ins maj. as an argument ef his con 
sent, given order likewise iur an entry to be 
made of the same Memorial, in manner as is 
aturesnid ;~that is to say, with the same reser 
vation, which was verbally desired by them im 
these words; * addendo, minuendo, et wtere 
pretando ;’ and, with that reservation which 
is contained in the latter clause of their Mes= 
morial, viz. © That the extent of evcry Article, 
that isdesired tur the good of the Commons, 
in this great Contract with his maj. sifould be ~ 
expounded and explained im all causes doubt- 
ful, Ly the Lords of the Hieher Louse, tor the 
good of his maj. and themselves.” 

{n this situnuon did this Grand Affair, be- 
terrecn the king and the people, stand at the- 
end of the last session; and, by the Demand 
of the subject and the monarch’s Answer, it 
seemed as it a Contract might have heen con- 
cluded aut their next meeting. ‘The Commons, 
in this last session, had bartered long for 
180,000I. per annum to be paid the king for 
these hberties; and ot last came up to the 
price demanded (200,000].) but it was all ta 
no etiect.~ The sane parl. met again onthe 
16th of Oct. the time limited by the last pro- 
rogation., But we have now no other autho- 
rity to @o by, for the procecdings of the ensu- 
ing session, than the Lords Journals; those of 
the Commons being lost. 

The Great Contract relating to Tenures, §c,} 
Oct. 23d. The business of the Great Contract. 
was resumed by the Lords, who, as their Jour- 
nals express it, thought good to begin with the 
Hreatest and niost weighty matter aow depend~ 
ing im deliberation; concerning, as wall Te- 
nurcs, with their dependants, as Purvevors 
and other things; in the state that affair was 
left at the breaking up of the last session. 
Their lordships agreed to. send a Message to 
the Commons to desire a conference, by com. 
mittces of both houses, in order to bring this 
weighty business to a happy conclusion. An- 
swer wag returned that they accepted of the 
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that purpose. Afterwards, on the lord chan- 
cellor’s motion, it was ordered, That all the 
Lords then in town, and not present, should he 
warned and required by the house to give their 
rsonal attendance, on that day at the hour 
hel which was between 9 und 10 in the 
morning. At the time appointed, there ap- 
eared in the house according to the list, 11 
bps. 1 12 earls, 1 viscount, and 24 barons, The 
first thing they did was to name a Committee : 
ext was read openly the | Memorial, concerne 
ing the Great Contract, as it was given in the 
bast session, by direction of the Lords ; as also 
the other Memorial, which was delivered at 
the end of the last session by the Committee of 
the Commons. Then the Jord chancellor put 
the lords in mind of the state of the business 
concerniag the said Contract; and maved that 
their lordships would now give their advice 
what should be spoken that afternoon to the 
committee of the other house, touching the 
remisses, aid by whom the same shall be de- 
ee And becauée this matter is of such 
great moment, his lordship wished the dcbate 
thereof might be by way of interlocution; to 
that purpose the house to be adjourned, and 
the Lords to sit as in acomiuittec; which was 
generady approved and agreed to, 

Atter a short adjournment, the House of 
Lords met again on the 3uth. When their 
Lordshijs were intormed by the lord chan- 
cellor, ‘That Robert Bowyer, clerk of parl, had 
lately received, from the under-clerk to the 
(ummons, a ictter dated Oct. 27th in these 
words : 

“Sir, I am, by order of the Cominons 
House of parliament, directed to repair unto 

ou, and to desire of you a_true Copy of bis 

ajesty’s Answer to the Gricvances of the 
enkject, presented the last session of parl. as 
well the Answers to the first four, concerning 
matter of Profit, as the rest concerning matter 
of Gqvernment, answered the last day. The 
order is, that you are to subscribe your hand 
unto it, and to make it ready before Monday 
morning next, at which time there will be a 
special occasion of use for it. I am your very 
assured friend, Ra. Evans. Saturday, Qct. 
7, 1610.” 

The Chancellor added, That the sajd clerk, 

in respect of hus duty to ‘this House, liad for- 
born to satisfy the contents of the said Ictter; 
aud hed only returned for answer, That of 
bimself he had no power or authority to make 
forth, or deliver Copies of that nature; but, 
at the next sitting of the Lords, he w ould ac- 
quaint their lordships with the said letter, and 
then be ready to do what they should com- 
mand him. 

This Answer was approved bv the Lords; 
who, having considered of the matter, “Thought 
it both fit and reasonable that the Copy de- 
sired should be sent, authentickly, to the 
Lower House; because the mattér and sub- 
stance thereof equally concerned both houses ; 
and was.originally intended by his maj. to. be 


| 
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imparted to all his loving subjects without diss 
tinction.” But, their Lordships did not apr 
rove of dis nanner of demand ; which should 
bigs heen bv MOtLOD to thancelves. and not 
by a letter trom an under clerk to the clerk of 
this House, or by any such order or direction 
as above. Notwithstanding this, as their wis- 
doms thought it not convenient, that, for this 
cause, the weivhty business of this-Great Con- 
tract with his mi. being now mn treaty, and for 
which this session of parl. was chiefly held, 
shonid any wav be in dafiger to suffer inter- 
ruption, impediment, or delay ; it was agreed 
to by all the Lords and erdorell: “ That the 
Clerk of this House should, by the leave of the 
house, send to the said clerk attending the 
Commons the Copv desired, under his hand, 
with au Answer to this purpose :” 

“ Upon receipt of your letter, I have this 
inst. 30th Oct, acquainted my lords of the 

higher House of pari. therewithal. Where- 
upon, their lordships are well pleased and con- 
tent that I shail send you, uader my band, that 
which is desired, which herewithal you receive. , 
accordingly, 1 sest your assured loving friend, 
Ito, Bowyer.” 

But, an Entrv was ordered to be made in 
the Journal, with special caution and provision, 
that this particular be not at any tune drawn 
or used as a precedent; bat, that in all cases 
of like nature, hereatier happeumg, due course 
and care should be observed jour preserving the 
honour, dignity, and privilege ot that house. 

The Purl, dissolced.| This condescension of 
the Lords to the Cominons had vat the wished 
for effect; for though the confercnces began 
again between the two houses, abaqut the Grand 
Contract, yet they came to no conelusion. 
The Journals give no account of any Report 
made trom these committees, relating to that 
aftlairs and on the 6th of Dee. after two short 
adjournments, the parl. was prorogued by coms 
inission, to the 9th of Feb. ensuing. And, on 
that day, the lord chancellor produced anuther 
commission, fromthe king, by which he declars : 
ed this parl. to be finally dissolved.—It is easy 
to sec, by the abruptness of these proceedings, 
that the king and his parl. parted in po good 
humour with one another ;, but, since the fone 
nals are silent, as to that matter, we must have 
recourse to the history of the times for ali ex= 
planation. Wilson tells us, “ ‘That on the 
mecung of this session of parl. the members 
were willing ta sccure their alleyiance to the 
king, out of piety; vet, they were so strict even 
in these youthiul days, which he called ob- 
stinacy, that they would not obey him in his 
encroachments upon the public hberty which 
he began then ta practice. For being now 
seasoned with 7 years knowledge in his pro- 
fession bere, he thought he might get up for biw- 

self; and not be still journeymen to the lavish 
tongues of men, that pryed too narrowly into 
the secrets of his prerogative, which are mys 
teries too high for them, being Arcana Innperii, 
fitter to be admired than questioned. But, tha 
par]. were apprehensive evough, that these 
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hidden mysteries made manv dark steps into 
the peuple’s liberties; and they were willing, 
by the hight of Jaw and reason, to discover what 
was the aing’s, what theits: which the king un- 
willmg to bavg searched into, after five ses- 
sions, in 6 years tine, dissulved the purl. by 
Proclumation.”—Our historian has thought 
proper to mentiun this Proclamation, -ouly, 
without giving us a copy of it: but we are be- 
holding to the Continuator of Srowe’s Chronicle 
for n genuine transcript of this act of state, 
which will tall very eptly in this place: 

The King’s Proclamation setting forth the 
Reasons of this Dissolution.] © Whereas the 
king’s most excellent maj. continued this. part. 
together, longer than bath bin usual, or might 
weil have stood ember with lis important attures 
of state, or with the publicke business of three 
whole termes spent in the two last sessions; or 
with the occasions of the couutrey, where the 
service and hospitalitie of many persons ot 
gualitic hath beene missing, and divers shires, 
citucs, and burrough townes have beuce bye 
dened with allowances made to the kuights and 
burgesses whom they imployed; besides the 
particular expense of the nobilitie and others 
uttending that service. And all. this im expcc- 
tation of a good conclusion of some of those 
weighty causes, which have been there in deli- 
beration, not only tor the supply of the neces- 
sities of his majesties estate, but for the ease 
aud freedum of his subjectes, in many things 
proposed by his majesty in tee tor. differing 
and surpassing the favors and graces of former 
times, both in nature und value. Lfis maj. 
bath now resolved (for preventing of turther 
trouble of all those that would prepare them- 
selves to he here agaist the time limited by the 
last prorogation) te declare by these presents 
that they shall not need to give their attendance 
at the day appoynted, tor any service to be 
done as members of this parl.; because his 
maj. (tor many good considerations known to 
hinselfe) hath now determined to dissolve this 
parl, by his commission uader his Great Seal 
of England, Dated, at Whitehall, dist of Dec. 
1610.” “easensenaagunes, 

A new Parl. called.} No part. was called 
till the year 1614, when writs were sent vut, 
fur one to meet at Westminster, on the 5th 
of April. The usual preliminarics at the meeting 
of anew parl. being settled, the king came 
down to the House of Lords, and being seated 
onthe Throne, made the tullowing Speech to 
both houses of parl.; the origmal of which is 
preserved in the Cotton Library :— 
The King’s Speech at opening the Session.] 


2 
, 


“Tt is the sayeing. of the wyseste king that 
evere was, ‘ That the harte of kings weare 
inscrutable ;’ but in the laste parleamente, I 
inuste calle tu your remembrance the compa- 
nsyone [ used, whearin I presented myselfe 
unto you as a mirrore, whearin you mighte 
cleerelye see the inteyretve of my purpos for 
our lengtheninge that parlcamente for the ge- 
nerall good and benetyte of the commonwelthe ; 
but as I then sayd of the nature of a mirrore, 
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that jt mighte be deffyled by the eves of the 
behoulderes, so did some of the lowere house 
looke uppon me with poluted eyes, and as [ 
may saye, deffvled my mirrore; 1 canne saye 
no more nowe then I did then, but to offere 
you the same mirrore, to [iooke to] protestyng 
as I shall answere it to Almvghty God, that 
my integrctye is like the whitues of my roabe, 
inv purety like the mettle of golde in my 
crowne, my firmnes and clearnes hike the pre- 
sious stones [ weare, and my alfectvones na 
turalle like the rednes of iy harte.— Fisree im- 
portant and weighty ends have caused me to 
caule this prescut asscinbly of the lords spiri- 
tuall and temporall, the kniehts and burgcses 
representvnge the bo dveof ny comones, which 
[ muste divide into 3 parts and branches, 
‘ Bona Anime, Bona Corporis, & Bona For- 
tuna,’ Relvgeon, Satcty, and the Asystauce of 
my subjects, which are the true grounds of this 
and all well-intended parleaments.—For rely 
sione, which the philusupheres, with the gly- 
mering lighte of nature, caled Bona Anine, 
I muste comend to your considerasones, the 
great increase of Puperic; notwithstandinge 
the assiduous labore I have bestowed, and the 
greate care I have ever’ manifested, as may 
witness both my penne and tonge, I think, 
with moare pnynes than any of my predeces- 
sores; and for my zeal in private, not to vant 
of it, for avoydinge vayne glorye, yet I ho 

all my course of lite and actvones will cake 
tor me.—In this is to be considered the Cause 
and the Remedyé; for the Cause, itis un- 
doubtedlye nmpunite which made them pre- 
sume to so notoryous declarasones of their in« 
crease, and their impunitie proccedethe from 
tworeasones: first, some brainches of the lawes 
made tu meet with them are so obscure, that I 
myself, with conference with my lords the 
judges, cannot cleere them ; as I could instance 
in maby particulers, that this tine, weare tite 
for it, as in the oathe of alleagcance, to which 
many scruples have rissen, and are yet unre- 
solvede.—Sccondlye, for want of due present- 
ment in the contreye by the offvceres ap- 
poynted to it, according to the provisyone of 
the lawe; and in some places when presented, 
yet they are so favored by the justices of peace,’ 
that as a heutenante of myne in one covtrceve 
hath informed me, he could not procure three 
of the peace, excepte some of his owne frends 
and servants, that woulde assiste him in the due 
execushone of my lawes. And this in the first 
place, I comend to your considerasones.—Not 
that I desire to make any newe or more rigo- 
rouse lawes againste them; but that these inay 
have execushone, which is the life of the lawe, 
and without it they are but deade words. | 
speake this not for my favore to them, but for 
consyense and pollesye.—For Consvense, to 
avoyde the scandalles which the Jesuites have 
ever caste uppon the late qucene of famos mcs 
mory, and uppon my governmente, that we have 
persecuted and taken bloode for relyzeune, 
which I. have evere disclaymed.—For Pole 
lesye, sinse no state nor storve cane evidense. 


1151} 


that any relygeone or heresye was evere ex- 
terpated by violense or the swourde, nor 
have I evere judged it a waye of plantyng 
truthe. An example of this ] take out of the 
booke of Jobe, wheare when .inany rigorouse 
counscls weare propounded, Giasnaliel stood 
upe and advised that, © if that religion weare 
qt God, it weld prospere; if that of man, it 
wold perishe of itselte ;’? besvde mene are so 
prone to glorve in detendinge and = sealinge 
thety oppinyones with their Lioode, that the 
primityre chirche, in one age, declyned into 
an atlectashon of marurdume. And many he- 
resyes hathe had his martires that hathe gone 
with the same alacretye, and desyre, and assur 
ance, to the tyre, as those that have witnessed 
for the truthe have done.—The second and 
meareste consyderasgon, to the soule, relygeon, 
is the safty or ‘ bunum corporis,’ which Laityne 
hathe but one worde ‘ sales ‘The principal 
safetye of this bedye consystes in the preserva- 
taone of the king and his issue, and this in pres- 
gerving a due successyone.—Since the laste 
rleamente, God, tor my synnes and the peo- 
les, hath takene awaye one aad the first 
heincl thenrof, but as he gave me the afilyc- 
tyones uf Jube, so bathe he gevene me the 
patyense, and in the end the rewarde, another 
far him, a grand-child in his plase, onely the 
the sayeng of Jube inverted, ‘The Lorde hathe 
geven, aud the Lorde hathe takenc,’ I may 
gay, the Lorde hath takcne, and the Lorde 
bathe geven, yea, he hath geven me compen- 
satyone, ‘ eodem genere,’ a sunne tor a sonne. 
—tlor the matche of my daughter, though | 
maust saye, that besydes bis many other good 
qualityes, he is one whom fer lis persone I 
could aseerte, of all that evcre inyne eyes be- 
beld; yet, I made this matche only ¢ reipub- 
lice causa;’ and for establishemente af reli- 
gion.and the comune-welthe have I sacrefvsed 
my daughter. - For the Comone-Welthe, that 
‘if my issue male shulde faile, you could have 
not only prinses bourne of true Englishe and 
Scotts bloude, but norishede with the mylke of 
the same pure relyceone you now prottesse.— 
For Relygeonc, in some respect for her, that 
being younge and a woman, bothe subjecte to 
trailtye, | wold not delyver tir into the hande 
at the lyon, when I sce so many strong and 
grounded champyoncs cannot restste the . cute 
ning and speuousnes of their perswasyones.— 
Besyde the Neasone of State takcne trom the 
mouthe of Henrye Vilth. my ancestore, trom 
whome 1 clayme my crawne, when he gave 
my great-grand-mother the lady Magarate to 
hing James [Vth. he sayd, ‘ Lleare was no 
danger in the maiche, for that the lessere wold 
never drawe the greater, but the greater the 
Jesse ;’ and this rulle was. approved by the pro- 
vidence of God, who gave: no issue te the two 
Marys, my mother, and Mary of a ea 
heires of his crawne, and marryed to France 
and Spayne two mightye kingduines.—Thear- 
tore, I desyre you to shewe your affectyones to 
my sonne in lawe, by some reeognishone, that 
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‘unregarded among you, and to make a decla 


rashon of the successhone of his issue, if God 
for our synnes would take uway my issue 


,faale.—To the 3rd pointe, which is bona fore 


tun, as the safety or bonum corporis is the 
csse, su 1s this the bene-esse and moste neces- 
sarye to it.—The extraordinary charge 1 was 
at in this mariage, suche as I belecve was 


.nevere greatere, which I did perfprme in the 


eyes of you all, for my honor and. yours 1s not- 
unkitowne, howe bv the deathe of my sonne, 


ithe mariage peing put of, I was constrayned 


to defrave my sonne in lawe and his trayne 
six monthes.—The great expense bothe by sea 
aud lande for transportyng lnr into a farre 
contrave, auswerable to my honore and hirs, 
and this kingdomes, cannot be forgotten by 
you.. Yet if any objecte the aydes, [ reterre. 
it to youre consyderashons and judgment, 
howe lvtle it is, mesured hy the tymes whearin 
it was firste granted and by this; every one of 
you feileth it in your fees of courte that are 
my servants, and in anntyente rente this 
change of tymes. Theretore, sinse reipublice 
causa, I have undergove this disbursement, it 
is the commonewelthies intereste to repair it.— 
Besydes many greate occasyones of expense, 
by entertainemente of forraime princes and 
ambassatiors, the great and large Chnstmasses 
T have kept at my comyng to the crowne, the 
tare of Ireland, and the consyderashone of 
that newes bothe of peacc and ware are many; 
[ doubte not but. your affectyones will holde 
some proporsyone with my wante.—But I 
muste be playne with you, I will deale no 
moare with you like a marchante, by ie of 
exchange, for every barguine chete the lone. 
I will expect loving contribusbone for lovin 


‘retribushone, which is, ‘ suum cuique tmbuere, 


the sume of all justyce; and to take care 
bothe for your ense and prcservasonc.—To 
come to accompte with you how and what, it 
is too base for my qualletye; 1 will ouly proove 
what you will doe in your.love, and what the 
people can spare with their ease; and not- 
withstanding my many straights, I. have 
chosene to relye on your good atlectyones ra- 
ther than to streche iny prerogatyves.—But 
first, | muste cleare some rutmores and asper- 
syones caste abroade by ill afiectyones, that 
heare are some private undertakers. uppon 
whome [ dide relye, who with their credite or 
industerye, wolde doc greate matters: first, 
as I proteste it is in itselfe false, so is it une 
worthie of me, because I had rather have any 
thing with generall love, moare respectyng the 
source and affectyon trom whence it is derived, 
then any proffyte by them. This I hope you 
will credite; silence all the dissonante 
jarringe stringes of the kingdom, which shall 
bringe you home your prinses grace and favore.” 
After the king had ended his Speech, the 
Lord Chancellor made a short one; the pur 
port of which was, to signify his maj.’s pleasure 
to the Commons, that they should retire to 
their accustomed place, and there, out of their 


be may sce hee is not helde as an alicne a | own. body, choose one, fit-and able, to be thet 
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speaker, and present him to the king on 
the 7th of April, Accordingly, on that day, 
the Commons presented sir Randolph Crewe, 
kt. as their Speaker 5 who was introduced to 
the king by sir Ralph Winwood, kt. principal 
secretary to his may. and sir Tdais Ciwsar, Kt. 
chanccllor of the exchequer; and, with the 
usual cerctuonies, was allowed. ‘Phe tirse 
thing the Commons did, after this, was to make 
an urder that every member should take the 
sacrament at st, Margaret’s church, Westuun- 
ster, 

the King’s 2d Speech to the Parlianent.) 
April 8th, The lord chancellor delivered the 
king’s pleasure, that all the Lords, members 
of that house, should to-morrow, by 2 o'clock 
iu the afternoon, attend his maj. at the Ban- 
queting-house of the Court, there to under. 
stand) bis further vleasure and direction, 
touching certain business to be treated on in 
this purl, Weare not told by the Journals, 
what the King said at this neetig ; Nor, like 
the former speech from the throne, is it mens 
tued by any historian, or even printed in this | 
hine’s Works. We are, theretore, oblized to | 
the Letore-cited repository of antiquities, for 
this Speech also; which is trauscribed trom a 
MLS. as old as the ume, and in its own ortho- 
graphy : 

“ According to my promys, [ will make you 
that preseme L menuoned the other day at 
our laste mectine; but, first, | imuste Make a 
requeste, Unat consernyvnge eich Lotter, you 
Will looke uppon the ‘affeetvon of the eivere, 
and not the vallue of the gvfte; espec vatly, 
becanse it is supported betwecn twoe su vc 
tetull shuiters, sinceritve and love; tor sin- 
ceritve iron love may be too cuulde, aud 
love without sinceritve dissimulasion; but 
Whear thes two are conjoyued they make a 
pertecte bewtve ; it is the co: itynuanee of that 
Mirrore, which I onse offered aid nowe pire- 
sente againe, and ¢ dunidium facia qui bene 
cepithabet.’?” P have besune © bonis auspiciis,’ 
to make it a parleamente of love, that ius the 
laste bevane with discorde and pided SO, SO 
this maye begine with concorde and love, and 
contvnue su.—I nn: ty offere 5 It is my parte to 
be gratious, and yours retributynge, i mave 
Tescave assystance and you case, not to me, 
but to the thinve which is also the goode of 
vourselves, the caimone oo that wee doe 
mutually owe inlove, Aad [imave save with 
the pronhiete, ‘Woe is to hin chat shall caste 
dissenayon s 2 oaf the kinve and comone-wealthe 
Weare contrary, devishoue mighte ensue, but | 
beinve one as they are, this holey Ganulasioit of 
mutual eaode shall beevne to-daye one my 
parte, aud one yours hearattere; that. the 
world maye sce the love of the kinge to his 
subjectes, and your love to the kinge, and 
thear shall be no emulasyon but w ho: shall 
ottere with moste affectyon.—God is loved for 
the gytte he bestowcthe, and loves againe for 
thanke, which is all manu cane give, ind thear- 
fore in scripture goode men are called the 
mee of God, because they are benevouleute ; 

oL, 1, 
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‘cheartullsess in retwibushone, 


rmanye tymes uscd to mee, 


| 
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and I that am kinge and in that offyse*doe re~ 
presente God that muste geve, beeme withe 
onvses and uviles, and exvecte trum you a 
with a wreutfull 
ty a comone proverbe 


accordynge 
by manye of the 


harte, 


| courte to move me to sume suite, Ubat they 


dide moare respecte the siguefvcashoue of my 
grace pnd tavore i such amiarke of my benes 
volence, thaa the vallue of that which was 
demaunded: but becnuse TL woule not make 
nev abrupte sneche to vou, fo will remem- 
ber you of smnewhaie spohene the laste 
daye, to stvre vou upp to goe one to the 
princivle buseness with moare lacretye,— 
hirsie, as L save, a jove priucipium,’ to have 
care to the grate encrease of Poperey 5 yet £ 
weid not have Pinistes to vaunte of theair goode 
secde, sise their ereaicste congue Stes are one 
weomene and ignorante persoues 3 they assayile 
onle the weaker, and gete to them not suche as 
they wold bui suche as they cane, and itisvercy 
remarkable, an ail cause is moste vietlente aud. 
carefull to deleud iter; vet, as Lb saye, not to 
proceed to towcae lyfe or Lande; tor, as [no 


| ted, perseeushone was hever a Juste d wave 


| 
| 


of Psealacende relvecons Ont by the exccu- 
shone of guode lawes, ma which ae mv lords 
the judges withes ror me, if J do not twise a 
yerre give it them in charge, that they euquire 
of that encrease in thai circuites ; and also 
LWwise every yeure require an accormipte of it 
cand ror suine remedy thearm, [ de as vou the 
lords of the upper house, to onsale with the 
judges; and you of the comones with your 
owne lawiers.— To that f speake of the Oathe 
of Allegeanee, E mtended it nut in the lawe, 
tor thear is nothing in the substance of it’ but 
every goud subjecte mayve receave it; but in 
the waye howe to admiynester it, bycuuse men 
nave keepe home in thear owne houses, thear 
Is NO provishone howe men mave be cauled to 
Its itas true, that itis a crate happy: less: that 
men mav Ivve in quiete under the ive, ev cry 
man ander his owne olyve and Ins owue vine, 

| but this sweetnes oughte not to extend to those, 
I that make that a protectyon to lyve againste 
lawe—For that which concerned MV sone mn 
lawe, [ shail nut necd to save much, I doubte 
not to f ade yon redy; and the byfie, L thanke 
my lords, hathe bine alredy rede and welle re= 
ceaved of them.-—-For the third parte, which 
concerned the ichete of nv Mstaie, | pray you 
understand jne arichte, for righte understand- 
inv is the eltect of trne elloqucnee; I speake 
tu you the kinghts and bureeses represcuting 
the comones, byeause yours Is the greatest 
parte and vou suifer moste, that vou will con- 
svdere the charce L was at in the maryarc= 
puiite. »Scate of Trelandc, which I prete nd 
uot without juste canse, vet without feare; 
tur thoughe they cane nevere be reduced to so 
pertecte obedvence without establistimente of 
relygeon, vet im the Jaste tryalle of Guar pare 
lcuneinte, ‘L have tound miny guode subjectes 
theare, ay, ct consyder that the memberes most 
removed froin the larte have moste neede of 
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euccore; they lye moste obnoxious to harme, | to you, which I speake not to intyse you or 

and as a praye to all cnemyes of the bodye; | intrape vou, but severalley to shewe my love 

ard thoughe none of myne ancestores could | and intensyone to, unburthen you of mony 

nevere be cauled so absolutly a kinge of that; ercefes; but I refarre the partvculeres to be 

contraye as I maye, yet thear muste be a delyvercd i in writvng at our nexte meetynge.— 
greate care had of those remoteste partes of | To conclude with some generall notes tu ud- 
the dominion which have alwayes byne emune- | vance the busenes for which wee are metie; I 
toryes of Englande, and whearin moare hathe | commend to your consyderasons, the tyme. ot 
bene spent in one yeare than wold, by frugal- | the yeare farre spente, the waizhte and im- 
lety, be saved heare in manye.—I do not, as I portance of the aftaires compare: with it, will 
suyde, offere you lyke a marchante or charla- | styre you upp to proceede rowudley, and not 
tune, but to lette you see what I owe vou in! ti loose tyme in cerremonyes and trifles.—2ndly, 
justys, ‘suum cuimue tribuerc;’ yet what ‘I: ‘To remembere that what Greevances come 
geve, free-grace will require that you accepte | into questyone, that you will use a meane; [ 
with cheartilnes.—-{ demaund notthis nor that, | confess it is more fyte you sbould presente 
but only the ground of vour love, and the mea- | them unto me, every man for his contraye or 
sure of it by the measure of your bencvolence; | toune wheare he is burthened, provided they 
but what shall he the ende of this, the kinge be fvte greevanccs; but to heape then? toge- 

will growe in love with paricamentes, and so ther in one scroule, lyke an anmie, will but 
be ever drawinge and weuringe of his sub- | caste aspersyone uppon me and my governe- 
jectes. LT answer, my comforte shall be onely + mente, and will savere moare of discontente 
to meete you to consulte of the comone weall- | then desyre of reformashon.—And do not be- 
fires, and howe [ may ease you, and to re- | lecve Iam so tendere of my prerogatyve as 
ecave your greevances, for I hope te tynde aj} some have rumored me; I desvre to keepe 
Wave, by improoveinge my revenewe justely; | also that meane, as [ wolde not loose any the 
beleeve me, 1 shill be ashan:ede to demaund | honores and floweres of my crowne, which £ 
any moure in this kvinde, or to be ever unpor- | have receaved with it, but rather loose my lite, 
minute; yea, as [ save, of any private men; ; sof wold no waye stretche them, no, I will 
but this as T vowe it is farre trom my harte to | wade no forther thearin then the beste of my 
accepte, so bathe it nevere byne offered 5 it is | predceessores have done.— And wheare any 
truce that every honeste and goode sul. yecte ) controversyes arise, my lordes the judges cho- 
onghte to oflere his camelles and service unto | sene betwixte me and my people, shall discide 
me, and so perhaps I have herde the oppyny- | and rulle me.—As touching Proclamashones 
ones of many, but nevere in so unworthie a! which in the laste parleamente was excepted 
proposytyon, “The rumore perhaps hathe | at; a» he isa trayterous subjecte that will save 
erowne from the ambysyous contensyon of | a kinge maye not proclavme and bynd by it, 
some men, in the electyone of some knyshte | so did I nevere: intende proclamashones to 
of the sheeres, which I nevere herde of betore have force of lawe, but to prevent misgrecte 
“4 howres; what I wholye disavowe, that I | arrisvng, whearin the lawe hathe no provishon, 
Nevere directely or indirectely dide prompte |-untyll a parleamente cane provide ;, and this I 
or hinder anye man in the tree cleetyone, and | speake because of my laste long proclama- 
Wheare anye taulte have come by me’ LE wolde | shone consernynge duelles, which I proteste I 
have the rezme svned for it; nor dide Ll ever | did oute of consve ence to: meete with that giddy 
put any en eles Inv partee annua | Opynyone of reputashon, secinge they have 
and or this Lappeale to all the sherrvfes and | found a shiffle to avoyde the provishon of lawe 
lordes, let them accuse me freelye.*-Another | by things beyonde scas, by the example of 
brainche T must adi to the former three, which | the late kinge of Fraunse ;-hopynge it shall 
indeede concernethe bothe sattve and proifyte, take bettere effecte then thear it hathe done, 
aud concourethe to them bothe; that wee | by reason of this things notorictye, which, 

thive meete this parlermente to remoove and | howe barbarous it is, that every fellowe that 
take awave all oppynyone of drines betweene | hathe byne but over in the Lowe Contreyes, 

me and my subjectes, which our length- thoughe he retwrn in raggs, shall come a judge 
envnge out of the laste hathe riested in the ! of honore; to meete, TF saye, with this inconve- 
Harte. of manye bothe at home and abroade; | ‘ nyence, untyll a parleamente could take order 
of which thoughe some of the lowere house | ‘thearin, which nowe I commende to your 
weare in parte guilty, vet [ muste contese | grace and consydcrashon.—Lastely, the Forme 
theare was misunderstanilinge on bothe sydes, i meane to houlde in our proceedinges, to 
and perhaps, mesages broughte betweenc us , avoyde the longe conferences betweene the 
Gy some (whom God forgyve) rather to conn- Upper and the Lower House, which breede 
tynence and encrease then to reconsylle and | but delaye, for sometymes the Lower House 
cleare the errore; but, ‘sublata causa tollitur ef | broughte nothinge but tonges, sometymes no- 
fectus,’ this beingc removed and ourunderstand- thinge but years; I meane to propound to the 
yugs rectefyede, T hope, this shall be cauled a | lordes matteres propere to them by byilles, and 
parle amente of love.—I will begyne my parle- | the lyke to you, and to speake to you myself 
utuente contrary to the ordere of all other, | and ‘receave your answers; this to prevente 
whu gave, Ike a retribushvone, theire graces ‘unnesessary mectynges, and to bastene our 
in theend; but, L will begine this with ofleres | busenes, that wee maye proseede to the moste 
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urgente pointe. And Ido propose to cunty- 
newe this parleamente to another scsshones at | 
Michelmas, when maye be supplyed any suche 
defecte as this shorte tyme will not geve Icave, 
perhaps,-to be amended. For [ will meete | 
you ofiene in this kymd to shewe myself con- 
trarye to all tyrantes, who love not advisyuge 
with their subjectes, but hace parleanmientes ; 
but moste [ desyre to meete with yoy whea I 
mizlite aske you nothinge, but that we mehte 
conferre together freelye, and I maye heare 
oute of everye cornore of my kingdoine the 
complaynte of my subjectes, and 1 will dely- 
vere you my advise aud asystance, and wee 
will consulte onlye ‘de rcipublica;’ so shall 
the world see I love to juyne with my sub- 
Jectes, and this will breede love as acquaint- 
ance doth amongste honeste men, and the con- 
trary amonyste knaves.— That as the laste par- 
leamente begane with trouble and conteu- 
shone and ended so, so this maye begine with 
alacretye and love, and conclude so Tykewist 2 
whear saftie shall be abroade and love at home, 
and all aspershones and rumores of discon- 
_ tente betweene me and my people shall be 
takene awave, and wee maye synege togetherc, 
‘ecce, eee bonum et jucundum,;’ and when 
you shall retwrne to your cuntraye, you shall 
have prayses, and be approoved in the choyse 
made of you, that you have behaved your- 
selves discreetelye, that you. have geven con- 
teate to your king, and accorded. But T shall 
be ashamede to be wearisome ta you.—Howe 
to proseede in this mutual love, to mecte 
ina sounde oppynyone with the kinge as 
he doth with you 1s a parte of your worke.— 
Yor undertakers, I proteste, I neveve was so 
bace to calle or relye uppon anye but vour ge- 
nerall love, and ifanye had byne so fooliche to 
offere it, yet had it byne greatere folley in me 
to have accepted it; and for electyones and 
patchinge a parleamente, I knowe none of 
them, nor interceded, and whe will doubte of 
this gives me the lye. I did proseede with 
desyre to truste my subjectes, and to this my 
counselle and other gentlemen have encouraged 
me, that as I intended gratvously to them, 
they wolde deale lovingley with me, and this 
was all the undertakinge—To remembere the 
shortenes of tyme, to avoyde all cureasetye, and 
to proseede with celeretyc to the moste waighty 
aftayres; and if anye sholde begine with newe 
inatteres, newe questyanes, ‘ Rejice anniles fa- 
bulas, rejice genealogias :’ if anve bringe dis- 
corde amonge you, accoimpte him an enemy 
that doth not only nat maintayne this suvunwn 
bonum, this harmony, but scekes, by discnsyoues 
questyones, to severr the afiectyoues of the 
kinge and people; that I mave rise with desyre 
to returne and meete you oftene, and vou rer 
turne with the prayse of discrecte and well-tem- 
pered men: if anye man preche anye other 
doctryne, Anathema sit, and esteem his ello- 
guence as a guildene sepulchere. ‘ibis I have 
spokenc to your hartes, your affectyones, and 
to your heades, your reasoncs; and if anye 
ather issue succeede blame yuurselyes, for I 
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have dealte with sinceritve. And will con- 
clude with my otteres, which, bycause they 
proceede of grace, 1 have put thein into 
bylles.” 

May 7th. The Lord Chancellor nioved the 
house ‘That an Order, made the last session of 
parl, forthe better Attendance of the peers,- 
mipht be read and counrmed ; which was doug 
aceordunsly. 

dd: bate in the Lords as toe Conference with 
the Commons upon Impositions.| May 21st. A 
Incssuve was sent trom the Commons tu the 
Laurds to desire a Coutcrence with them, touche 
ing the poiut of Impusitions ; but, the number 
of the curnmittee, time and place was left to 
their lordships appointment. The messengers 
being withdrawn, the Lords resolved themw- 
selves mito a comunittee of the whole house, to 
consider what answer was proper to he re- 
turned to the said messaye.—The next day this 
matter was resumed: it appearing to be a bu- 
siness of great importance, and ‘ vexata ques- 
tio ;’ the lord chanc. shewed the house “ What 
disadvantage it would he to the kiny’s cause, as 
well as to their own honours, if aitugether un- 
provided, they shoulil meet with the Lower 
House. In which regard, bis lordship moved 
that the lord chief justice, and chief baron, 
with one judge of each of the said caurts, there 
nained, who had been required and were then 
present to assist that court, might now be heard 
to deliver their opinions, for the better informa- 
uion and enabling of their lordships to treat with 
the Commons on the point of Impositions ; and 
that no answer should be seut down to the 
other house till this was coneluded,”—This mo- 
tion occasioucd a warm debate amongst the 
Lords, some approving and some disliking the 
motion ; and the diticrence not being likely to be 
settled by arguments on either side; it was at 
last agreed that the lord chancellor should put 
the question: “ Whether the Judges should de- 
liver their vpimions, touching the paint of Im- 
positions, betore a farther consideration be had 
of an Answer to he returned to the Lower 
ITouse concerning the messaye from them lately 
received?” ‘This question was carried in the 
affirmative: and the judges desiring to with- 
draw a little into a private rou to advise by 
themselves, they soon after returned; and 
standing uncovered in their proper places, the 
Lord Chief Justice, in a grave and eloqnent 
specch, “ Humbly desired to be excused, for 
that time, giving bis opinion in the case, for 
many weizhty and important reasons which he 
mentioned. Coucluding, that he and his lre- 
thren were ta speak upon particulars in judicial 
courts, between the kiug’s naj, and his subjects 
and likewise between subjects themselves ; but 
in no cause, to be disputants on any side.” 
Then the Lord Chancellor moved the house 
That forasmuch as no opinion or direction was 
to be had from the Judges, they would now ad- 
vise what Answer was to be sent to the Lower 
House, who expected to hear fromthem. But 
time not now serving the farther consideration 
thereaf was referred to the next marning; and 


1159] PART. HISTORY, 12. 


the Judges were ordered to attend again, Ac- | worthy constrnetion. 


cord niwy, 

May a ith, The Lord Chanecei or renewed | 
his motion of what Answer, &c. on woich arose 
anoticr strong debate, many of the Lords ap- 
proving and others disapproving of any meet- 
Ing at al with the Commons on this pot: 
since they all, mi general, agreed, That the 
Lower Uouse was not bound by any order 
or course taken by thei committee, but free 
and ai liberty to aiter the same, or vary from 
it, as thor judgments led them. But, to put 
an end to this debate, it was agreed that another 
question should be proposed by the Lord Chan- 
cellor to this eect: “ Whether this house 
shall meet with the Lower House, and give 
them a hearing touching the point of fmpo- 
sitions? And the greater un nber of the lords 
answering “ not content,” it passed in the ne- 
ganve.—But still some message must be sent 
to the Comunouns; and thar day beng rar spent, 
the saatter was again pat off to themext mect- 
ing. Accordmgly May goth, the following 
Message from the Lords was agreed Upon to be 
sent to the Lower house:” “ Whereas the 
kinights, erizens, and burgesses of the Commons 
Tlouse of parl, did deve ot the Lords a con- 
ference concerning linpositiuns; to which their 
Jordships answered, that they would take it into 
consideration, and send them an Answer by 
Incascneers of their own; their lordships do 
now rerucn this Answer unto them, That they 
are, and alwavs will be willing and reacly to 
hold a moving and matual correspondence with 
then: but their lordships having entered into 


aerave and scrious cousideration, as well of 


the matter itsels, as of divers incident and ne- 
cessary circumstances, do not think at conve- 
tient to enter mito any Conterence with them 
concerning the pomt of Tmpositious, at this 
nme,’ 

Vhe same dav two bills were brought in, and 
rend a first Sune im the Lord-. ove of them m- 


tituled, ¢ An act avatust Vexatioa ot ins niat.’s 
subjects by the Assicuing Debts to the 
Crown.’ The other, * Awact for Repeal of a 


branch of a statute, 54 Hen. VEEL cautuled, 
“ku act for certain Ordinances in the hine’s 
‘Mayjesty’s dominions and principaiity af Wales.’ 
Upon reading of both these bills, the Jord 
cline. observed to the hone, “ Tat these 
were Buls of Grace, otfered by ‘the kine to his 
subjects for their case and bencat.”—But these 
concessions of the king had no elect on the 
Commons 3 sv much were they irritated against 
the Lords for not yielding to a Conterence : 
aud, on May 28, a Messpue was sent up to 
the Lords, by sir Fidward ilobby and others, 
in these words -— 

—— Conplaint of the Canta against the Bp. of 
Lincoln.) © Vhat atsuch time as the knights, 
citizens, and burgesses of the Commons Honse 
of Parl sent up to the Lords a Message, pray- 
Ing a conference with their Lordships about [m- 
positions: they hoped that, neither out of the 
words nor matter of the messave, mt had been 
possyple to have framed any suster or un- 
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That notwithstanding, 
| by public and constant fame, they had heard, 
to their heart’s erief, that one im this place 
; aad within these walls, niunely, the lord bishop 
of Lincoln (Rd. Nene}, in order to dissuade 
the Lords from a cunterenee so desired, ag 
aforesaid, did use words to the cilect tollows 
ing, or the same words, viz. § That the matter, 
whereof conference was by that bouse desired, 
isa Sunol me tangere 3’ in conterving, also, that 
the taking the oaths of allegiance and supre- 
macy is an impediment: so, as whoso had 
taken the said aaths might uat enter, salely, 
into conference of the said matter. Afhrininyg 
farther, That it did strike, not at a branch, 
but at the root of the prerogative of the mnpe- 
raul crown; and that he doubted Jeast 1a such 
a conference, as was desired, there would, 
from sone of the commitices of that house, 
procecd some undutitul and seditious speeches, 
unfit tor their lordslips to hear; tendiug to a 
dangerous rent and distraction of both houses, 
and to make an alienation between the king 
and hissubjects.” That of such scandal their 
house is so sensible, that they have sent these 
Messengers lo signify their eric, and that they 
held the Lords so honourable, that they cannot 
buat also take notice thereot. Wheretore, that 
shonse did desire that their lordships will yoru 
with them in some course to give them sa- 
| Ustaction for so great a wrong done to the 
Commons; which they have taken so to 
heart, that they have determmed to forbear 
all parhament matter, uuul they may receive 
Answer froin the Lords; wherem thev doubt 
not but their tords ships will deal nobly with 
themyind they desire it may be speed: ly.” 
Sir Edw. Hobby being asked by the lord 
chance. Whether he had m writing the Messave 


i 


cso delivered, 


as atoresaid? Answered, he 
NG net. Vie lords then returned Answer 

‘Phat thev had tasen notice of the message, 
wil take the same into further conside- 
cration, ows the weight thereof requireth - 
wherem they will have respect both to ther 
honoursand the honour ot the other house; 
and will send them = turther answer. After 
this, a short MIgmoranduin is entered on the 
Journals. intunating, Phat betore the Answer, 
above specitied, was agrecd on, the serjeant of 
the Lower jiouse came to the cent. usher of 
the Lords, learn, Whether them lordsiips 
wold seud answer to the message on thet 
day, or net? Lo which the gent. usher, with 
the privity of the Lords, answered, as from 
hauiself, Vhat he knew noc. 

May 80th. The Lord Chancellar moved 
the house to consider and resolve of an An- 
swerto be sent to the Message or Complaint, 
which thev lately received ‘from the other 
house, touching the bp, of Lincoln, And, by 
order, the abp. of Canterbury produced a copy 


}of one, ready drawn, for that purpose, which 


being read, was to this effect: “ That the 
Lords, having received from the Commons a 
Complaint against the bp. of Liueoln, have 
scriously entered into Consideration ef i, ard 
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do now return this Answer, That their lord- 
ships would take very tenderly that any un- 
worthy aspersiun should be laid on that body, 
which they so much respect; and with whom 
they desire to hold all good correspondence 
and agreement.” But torasmuch as the Com- 
plaint seemeth to be grounded, not upon di- 
rect or certain proof, but only upon common 
public fame; their lordships do not think that 
common fame only is a sutiicient ground, 
Whereon they. may proceed as in this cause is 
required. . Nevertheless, their lordships are so 
respective of any thing that may concern that 
house, that when they shall Le inore certainly 
informed, in direct and express terms, what 
the words were wherein the lord bp. of Lincoln 
is to be charged, and how the same are to be 
proved, they will proceed therei so ellectually, 
according to honour and justice, as it shall 
thereby well appear how careful they are to 
give to that house all good satistaction in this 
business that may be, and to omit nothing that 
can be justly or lawfully done in that behalf. 
This Answer was approved on by the whaie 
house, and sent in writing to the Commons, 
by messengers of their own; with this instruc- 
tion, Phat if they, of the Lower House, should 
require to have the Paper, then the messen- 
ers. were authorized to deliver the saine, 
which they did accordingly. 

May 31st. Another Message from = the 
Commons, brought by sir Rover Owen and 
others; who, having first repeated the sub- 
stance of their lordstips Answer of yesterday, 
acquainted this house: “ That though the 
Commois did not take common and pubhe 
fame to be a sufticient ground or proof, by a 
legal and ordinary course of justice, in pro- 
ceeding agaist any man; yet they held it 
enough to induce the Lords of that house to 
take the matter into consjderation, And, al- 
beit they did not set down the words, in parti- 
cular; vet was the matter, as they conceive, 
suftigiently laid down, when in effect they said, 
“'Vhat the lord bp. of Lincula, in this house, 
to dissuade the Lords from a Couterence with 
them touching Tmpositions, termed the prero- 
gative, &c. a ‘noli me tangere;” insmuating 
that the taking of the oath of supremacy and 
allegiance did restrain a man from treating of 
that business: also he doubted but in the 
conterence would be used, or spoken, some 
undutiful and seditious words, not fit for their 
lordships to hear, or words to the like or worse 
effect. That now the Commons do desire the 
Lords, if these words were not spoken, so to 
signify it to the house ; otherwise, if they were 
used, then they hope their lordships will do as 
they have promised. Lastly, from the com- 
mons, he said further, That, they knew not 
‘what other course they could have taken to 
bring this matter to cxaminauion, or otherwise 
have any undutiful speech, which may be 
moved in either house, called in question.” 

After sir Roger Owen had delivered his 
Message, the lord chancellor asked him, If he 
had it in writing? To which he answered in the 


negative. The lord chancellor then acquainted 
him, That the house would take his message 
into consideration, and send .Answer, if they 
could, betore they rise: otherwise, will let 
them know as much. Accordingly, the same 
day, the lords sent to acquaint the other house, 
«That they had considered of their last mes- 
save, and, in debating thereupon, the lord bp. 
of Lincoln had humbly mtreated that be might 
be heard to explain himscif; which being 
granted unto him, he had made a solemn pro- 
testation, on his salvation, that he did not 
speak any thing with any evil intention to the 
Ifouse of Commons, which he doth with all 
hearty duty and respect hiyhly esteem. Fx- 
pressing, with many tcars, kis sorrow that his 
words were so misconceived and strained fur- 
ther than he ever intended them ; and that his 
speech should occasion so much trouble to 
their lordsttps or that the Lower ITouse should 
tuke offence att. Which submissive and in- 
genuous behaviour of his, had given this satis- 
taction to their lordships, that, howsoever the 
words might sound, bis intention was not as it 
hath been taken. And their lordships do as- 
sure the Commons, ‘That if they had conceiv- 
ed the said bishop’s words, to have Leen 
spoken or meant to have cast any aspcrsion of 
sedition, or undutitulness unto their hoes (as 
It scems yeport has carricd it to them) their 
lordships would torthwith have proceeded to 
the censuring and punishing thereof with all 
severity. Nevertheless, though their lordships 
have thought fit to signify their carcfulness at 
this time to give them contentment, for the 
better expediting his maj.’s great business, 
and to retain all good correspondence with 
them; yet ther lordships are of opinion, 
That liercufter no member of their house 
ought to be called in question, when there is 
no other ground tor it, but public and common 
fame,” 

The Mcssengers then proceeded to tell the 
Commons. another part of their message, 
Which was, that the Lords did desire a Con- 
ference with them by committecs of either 
house, about a Bil for punishisg Abuses come 
mitted on the sabbath Day, calicd Sunday; 
which was accepted on. ‘This bill had been 
depending some time in the house of lords; 
but as it was prevented from being made a 
Jaw by the sudden dissolution of this parl. we 
can give no farther account of it. And at the 
conference the committee of the Commons, 
declaring, That they had no authority, or war- 
rant, to treat, or confer, but only to hear what 
should be said by the others, and report the same 
to their house; the Lords broke up the confe- 
rence, and delivered back the Lill to their own 
house. Betore we go on with the further proceed- 
ings of this session in the Llouse of Lords, it will be, 
necessary to look back into the Journals of the 
Commons, for an enlargement and contirmation 
of the foregoing particulars ; as well as a re- 
cital of some matters not mentioned in the 
other authorities. 


Cuse of the King’s Attorney-General.] April 
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8th, when the Commons were adjusting their 
privileges, and rectitving elections ; a remark- 
able Case was started by mr. Duncombe, 
“ Whether the Attorney-General might be 
elected, in respect there was no precedent that 
euch an officer of the crown could be chosen a 
member of that house? Sir Hen. Hobart’s 
case being different, he being a member of this 
house when he was made attorney-general.” 
In the debates on this question, sir Roger 
Owen argued, “ That no attorney was ever 
chosen ; nor, anciently any privy-counsellor ; 
nor any that took hvery of the king. He 
quoted some precedents for this; as the 7th 
Rich. U1, a kuight banneret was put out of,the 
house ; and by printed authority, he instanced 
sir Thos. Moore’s treatise after he bad been 
ehancellor and sperker. That the eve of a 
courtier can endure no colours but one; the 
king’s livery hindering their sight. Compared 
them to a cloud gilded by the-rays of the sun; 
and to brass coin wiich the king’s stamp 
makes current,” Sir John Savile moved, 
<¢ That those privy-counsellors who had got 
seats might stay for that time; but to put the 
question, Whether mr. atturney should serve 
in that house? Much more ucbate ensued on 
this, till, at last, it was aerced to be reterred 
to @ committee to search precedents, &c. 
Upon the whole, it was resolved on the ques- 
tion, That he shall for this parl. remain in the 
house; but never any atturneyv-general to serve 
for the future. 

Debule on the Motion for a Supply.) April 
12. Mr. Secretary Herbert moved for a Sup- 
ply. He said, “ that if he was but a private 
person, and not bound by duty, his motion 
would not be entertained with so much jea- 
lousy. But, as a sec. of state he urved it not 
tor the private use of the king, but the public 
good of the commonwealth. That the state 
cannot act without redress of those miseries 
we are under. He took them to be ill mem- 
-pers, who, to enrich the king’s coffers, ransack 
and ransom the king’s subjects. The strength 
of the king is in the wealth and love of his sub- 
jects. And to relieve the necessities of the 
@tate, the king hath taken ‘ rectam et regiam 
viam,’ by calling a parl, ‘ Nemo tenetur suam 
turpitudinem revelure ;’ the king’s Debts should 
be made known by those who are hest ac- 


quainted with them. His Navy, the walls of 


qur cauntry, never in better equipage; yet, in 
such neccssity, as must have been long since 
dissolved, if special care had not been taken ‘to 
prevent it. That the cautionary towns, for 
tvant of pay, were like to mutinv. Ireland 
was not so much a thorn in aur foot, but a 
thorn in our side. Ha revolt should happen 
there, what shame and disgrace would he to 
eave it, ar what trouble and danger to reco- 
ver it?) The last disorderly parl. there hath 
awakened Tyrone; whe is now treating with 
the Pope to come next summer, and that all 


the ill-affected there wait the issue of this part. 
Wis maj.’s Charge in Germany, for settling the, 


right inheritors there. The state of France. 


+ 


The custom of Spain to fish in troubled water. 
If, by the double marriage, the king take part, 
he must needs becoine @ pariv, though with 
the charge of a royal army... ‘The supertluities 
of one year, of everv man at his table, appa- 
rel, &c. will discharge the king’s Debts and pro- 
tect us and all our privileges. 
are exposed, by our poverty, in al) other parts 
to contempt and scorn, That his maj.’s grace, 
as ‘it ts offered to us, may be terme 


‘That we now 


another 
Magna Charta. The marriage ot his daughter 
was another cause of this debt. ‘That the Pope 


never had so great a blow as by that match; 


which occasioned the king to banish so dear a 


daughter from so indulgent a father.- He con- 
cluded, that a cheerful and speedy contribu- 


tion would be grateful, but wih all the conve- 
nieucy possible ; which would be yreat Joy to 
all, when heard abroad, that all differences bee 
tween the king and his subjects were ended.” 
Mr. Chancellor of the Erchequer said, “ That 
not only his duty to the king, but care of his - 
country, for which he would lay down his life, 
moved him to inform the house of what he 
knew they would be glad to hear. That there 
was no safety to any counsel in this house, 
whilst the other notion fora Supply to the 
king was deterred. “Phat 1500 poor mariners 
were reafy to saute them crery morning: 
others, for want of money, ready to pull otf 
his gown. That these were not private ex- 
pences, or household atfurs, bat for navy and 
forts. Dover Castle hke to fall downs two or 
three in the Isie of Wight were in the same 
condition. Ireland was fixe to be hazarded 
for want of money. The garrisons in Flushing 
and Britl ready to mutiny fur the same cause; 
which are pledges for near 700,U001. If ab- 
ruptly these things be spoken, he was in fear 
and trembling fur the consequence, And if 
now the Supply was undertaken, 31t would be 
many months before money came in. He of- 
fered to disclose the particulars of the dels to 
any member privately; and the assurane€ tor 
the well-disposing of what was granted. But 
that it was not agreeable to the king’s pleasure 
to disclose his debts to every one, no more 
than to direct them what they should give. 
He therefore moved for a sub-comuuttee to be 
appointed for this business,” 
The Attorney-General began next with tel- 
ling the house, “* That since they had been 
leused to retain him there, he owed them the 
best offices he could; and, if they had dis- 
missed lim, his best wishes would have been 
still with them. ‘That all pertinent speeches 
tended to one of these three ends; either in- 
formation of the matter ta persuade conscnt, 
or to trace out the best means to effect the 
thing proposed Little remained to him in any 
of these 8 kinds; since the first had been al- 
ready delivered by them to whom properly it 
belonged. But they were to consider what 
hangs over us all, viz. Danger; what upon us, 
Want. That in times of peace it was proper 
to provide for defence by a supply of treasure, 


as well as in time of war; which sometimes 
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happens for a flag of glory, or a flash of re- {1a Message to them, which he had received from 


venge, and may be pursued or left at pleasure. 
But when a state is environed with ensious to- 
reigners on the one side, and encroachinents 
en trade on the other, and religion so much 
questioned, peace may flatter us, but not se- 
eure us. ‘That the states of Europe were ne- 
ver so dark; aud, but to look a ycar before 
him, would trouble the best watclunan in Eu- 
rope. ‘There onght to be provision of arms for 
travelling m1 the might as well as going tu war. 
Aud what treaty can we make with stranvers 
for wrongs, but bascly on our parts and glori- 
ously on theirs, whilst we arc in want. ‘That 
Ho private man is more subject to sheriff’s of- 
ficers, than a state in want to surprizes; and 
that treasure was like ballast to a ship, the 
word, ¢ Steady.’ That persuasion in this mat- 
ter was necdless and unwise; a wise man 
should make a tire, but can let it alone when it 
burneth well, ‘The fire of their aflections was 
kindled by the king’s speech; his graces did 
“shine and warm them, without the help of a 
burning-glass. ‘The king had made such a 
tract, in wlinust every point of his prerugative, 
that the footsteps of bie James would ever 
remain, ‘The king’s prerovative was not like a 
bow or watch-string, but groweth stronger by 
continuance ; and that when his means shall 
abound, in grace he will superabound. * Dul- 
cis tractus pari jugo.”’ ‘The king’s business and 
commonwealth tu go together. Luasily, he 
moved for no particular committee or sub- 
committee, but a committee of the whole 
house.”——These were the sum of the argu- 
ments the courtiers made use of to enforce the 
Supply; but many mure, pro and con, were 
the subject of a whole day’s debate. The re- 
sult of which last was, cliefly, to urge that it 
was not now a time. ‘That divers meinbers 
were riot yet come. The house to be called 
first. To reccive the comuunion first, as ap- 
pointed, according ty the primitive church, 
and then to make an offering, &c. In short, 
the business was deterred tll atter Easter. 
The Complaint against the bp. of Lincoln 
was made in the Commons, May 25th, on 
Which a long debate arose; und several severe 
speeches were thrown ont against the whole 
order. One said, There had been continual 
laterruptions all this parl. This bone, amongst 
the rest, thrown in by a devil, if a bishop may 
be a devil. That a speech an hon, person 
made an this house hathrubbed them, and they 
now winch; sorry such as he had the king’s 
var so much, &c. and moved to proceed to no 
other business till this was righted. The next 
day and day after were entircly taken up with 
disputes how to act in this atiair; nor could a 
letter from his.maj. quict thein; but a message 
was resolved to be sent to the Lords, to require 
satisfaction, which was done accordingly, as is 
before related, with the rest of the proceedings 
in the Lords’ Journals, 
Lhe King threatens to dissolve the Parl.) 
June 5th. The Commons still persisting in 
their former resolution, the Speaker delivered 


‘oblige the king, 


/not of this, but of all parliaments. 


ithe king, - That unless they forthwith proceed 
to treat of lis Supply, he would dissolve the: 


parl.” This Message sumewhat alarmed the 
house, and sir Geo, Moore got up and spake 
to this effect : 

“That this Message from. the king gave 
him much uneasiness, because of the state of 


‘the commonwealth; his maj.’s wants and the 


people’s grievances; in both which the come 
mouwealth is interested, and is the ship 
Wherein they all sailed, aud must live or die. 
That af they neglected what was now to be 
done, the commonwealth would receive the 
prejudice. And moved, without farther de- 
lay, to appoint a committee to consider of 
What was fittest to be done concerning all 


9 ¢ 


ithese great imatters.”—This speech was sev 


cconded by other members, who moved to 
lest he should lay a heavy 
‘hand upon them; that this was a dissolution, 
Phat great 
jcare was to he had of a good conclusion, 


; without any extremity on either part. Moved 
to present his maj. 


with some proportion of 
‘Supply presently. And to have a special care 
to avoid the king’s penury, or his disgrace, 
,&c.—At length it was agreed upon the ques- 
ton, “ That a Committee of the whole House 
should prepare an Answer to the King’s Mes. 
sage ; to meet that afternoon ;: all other come 
mittees, except one on the’ Bishops’ Business, 
-Sset apart tll this affair was done. But though 
the house met the next day, there is nothing 
of this business in their Journals; and we must 
have recourse to those of the Lords for an end 
of this unfortunate dispute between the three 
Estates of the kingdom. 

Things standing in this situation, and the: 
Commons persistiig in their resolution that 
they would proceed to no business till they 
bad more satisfaction given them from the 
Lords about the bp. of Lincoln, on the 6th of 
June, the Lords being met, attera ceueral and 
long silence in the house, the Lord Chancellor, 
in @ very grave and worthy speech, as the 
Journals express it, “ Gave the Lords great 
thanks for having so nobly borne with the: 
many motions he had so unreasonably made 
unto them. And begged leave now to move 
to them a business, which, as he said, himself 
scarce understood. He then put their lord- 
ships in mind, that the king, for weighty and 
important reasons, did call a parl. to bevin the 
Sth ut April last, and that now it was his inaj.’s 
pleasure to dissulve the same; and for that 
purpose a commission is naw put forth, under 
the Great Seal, which is this dav to be exe- 
cuted.” But first he moved that the following 
Message should be sent to the Commons 
which was generally agreed to :—-“ That the 
Lords have understood a Commission under 
the Great Seal of England is set forth for dis- 
solving this parl. as this day, which was beeun 
on the Sth of April last. “And fornsmuch ag° 
they thought to have heard sgncthing from 
that house this morning, they have hitherto 
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stayed. the publishing the said commission. 
"Their lords ships now expect to know whether 
they shail hear any thing from them or no; 
otherwis se, the lords’ commissioners must. this 
dav dissolve the par ’—The commons took a 


little tune to consider of this Messace, and af-- 


terwards returned this answer; “ ‘Phat, by it, 
they were informed of a commission: issued 
forth to certain lords, ter dissolving the purl. 
as thisdav. And, that their lordships have 
hitherto made stay of publishing it, expecting 
to hear soincthing trum them, &c. ut supra. 
In answer to which, they give their lordships 
to understand, hat this morning they re- 
ceived a letter, directed to their Speaker, ‘from 
his maj. whereby it was signified, “ That where 
as his maj. by former letters, had declared bis 
determination to dissolve the parl, on Thurs- 
day next, except, in the mean time, their 
house should pioceed in his important busi- 
ness, tor which the samc was especially called : 
yet now it was his maj.’s pleasure to dissolve 
the parl. to-morrow, being the 7th of this 
month, unless they shall betore that time per- 
form what, by the said former letters, was re- 
quired. Lastly, that they have entered into 
cousideration ot this great matter.”—The lords 
commissioners named in the commission, by 
order of the house, withdrew to advise what in 
this case was fit by them to be done; and be 
ing returned into the house, by general con- 
sent ot all the Lords then present, answer was 
sent to the Lower llouse, ‘That their lordships 
having considered of the answer, which that 
house sent to thei, have resolved to adjourn 
this court until 2 viclack to-morrow in the af- 
ternoon; which was done accordingly. 

The Parkament dissolved.) On that day 
were present in the House of Lords, besides the 
Jord chancellor and the 2 apbs. 16 other bps. 
17 carls, 1 viscount and 33 barons. Who, be- 
ing all assembled in their parhament robes, af- 
ter prayers were ended, the commissioners, 
taking notice of his maj.’s commission for dis- 
solving the parl. left their proper seats, and 
went up tu siton a bench or torm, prepared 
for them aud pluced cross the house, between 
the chair ofstate and the woolsack, whercon the 
lord chancellor usualiv siteth. After some 
small intermission, the gentleman usher was 
commanded to siguity ute the Speaker of the 
‘Lower Huuse, that the Lords were rez adv, in 
their robes, and did expect the coming np af 
him and the Commons, to whom bis maj.’ 
pleasure 1s further to be declared s ar eandine 
to the corumission directed to seve ral lords for 
that purpose.—The. Speaker and the Com- 
mons heme come up te the bar ot the house of 
lords, the Lord Chancellor declared, “ That 
it hud pleased lus ma. to ordain. this parl to 
be began and holden on the jth of Apri last; 
and now, tor divers good and weighty conside- 
Fations, known tu ‘his may. he dad thought 
proper to dissolve and finally determine the 
same ; and, that for the same purpose, his ma). 
bad been ple: ased to erant a commission to Cer- 


pusn Lords.” ‘Phen the clerk of parl. going up, 
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received the Commission from the Chancellor 
on his knees; and, afterwards, from his own 
place, read the same to both the houses.—by 
the sudden dissolution of this parl. all the bills 
which had been brovght in or passed in either 
house, were frustrated and enurely disanulled. 

At the end of the Lords Journal is a Note, or 
Catalocue, of such bills as were delivered 
into that house, with their titles, by which it 
appears that about 60 of them were beture the 
Lords; and though several were resected, that 
there were enough left to employ their thoughts 
and time for that session. 

After this, the king and his ministry went on 
for some years, and supported the Court and 
state without the assistance of parl. What 
other wavs and means they had to do it, than 
by the ordinary annual Revenues of the Crown, 
Customs, &c. will appear in the sequel: for 
though sinall in themselves, yet they were 
treated as Grievances in the next parl. and 
looked upon as impositions on the public. 

A new Parl. called.) | Rushworth informs 
us, that it was not till the year 162U, that 
writs were issucd fora parl. to mect op the 
30th of Jan. in that year, and on the 18th of 
this reign.* But it appears by the Journals, 
thac this parl. was summoned to meet first on 
the 16th of Jan. trom thence it was prorogued, 
by proclamation, to the @3d, and then again 
to the 30th as aforesaid ; divers great ‘and 
weighty considerations of. state, occasioning 
these prorogations. It is observable, that the 
first Writ of Summons, which is given at length 
in the Journals, in the usual form, 13 directed 
to Charles prince of Wales, duke of Cornwalh 
and of York, and earl of Chester &c. Which 
prince, we find, gave his attendance, in the 
Honse of Lords, almost every day of this en- 
Suing session. 

A> Proclamation setting forth the King’s 
Reasons for calling this ‘Parl. Along with 
the writs for calling a new parl. the following 
Proclamation was published, tor the elecung 
of proper members to sit in the House of Com- 
mons; which we shall give i its original or- 
thography. ¢ 

“« By the Kinge Having occasion at this 
tyine to deliberate upon divers great and 
weighty attures, highly tending to the conty- 
nuance and further “settling of the pence: able 
government and safety of this our kingdom, 
whereof God hath given us the charve : we 
have thought vood, according to the laudable 
custome of our progenitors, to crave the advice 
and assistance herein of our well affected 
subjects, by calling a parl. to begin upon the 

16th day of Jan, next; and though there were 
no more to be had in consideration but the 
present face of Christendom, so miserably and 
dangerously distracted at this tvme, besides a 
number of other great and weichtie affaires 


* See Rushworth’s Historical Collections, 
Vol... p. 21. These Collections begin in the 
year 1618, or the 16th of this king. 

t+ Rymer’s Public Acts, Tom AVI. p. 2 
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that we ere to resolve upon; we have more 
than sufficient reason to wish and desire, if ever 
at any time, especially at this, that the knights 
and burgesses that shall serve in parl. be, accord- 
ing to the ould institutions, chosen of the gravest, 
ablest and best affected myndes that maie be 
found. And thercfure out of the care of the 
common good, whereof themselves are also par- 
ticipant, we du hereby admunish all our loving 
subjects, that have votes in elections, that 
choise be made of persons oe for their 
sinceryty in religion, and not of any that is noted 
either of superstitious blindness one way, or of 
turbulent humours another way, but of such 
_ as shall be found zealous and obedient children 
to this their mother-church.—And, as to the 
knightes of shires, that they cast their eyes upon 


the worthicst men of all sorts, of knightes and |. 


gentlemen that are guides and hihtes of their 
countrics, of good experience and of great in- 
tegrity. Men that lead honest and cxemplarie 
let in their countries, doing us good service 
therein ; aud no bankrupts ordiscontented per- 
sons that cannot fish but in troubled waters.— 
And, for the burgesses, that they make choice 
‘ of them that best understand the state of their 
countries, cittles, or burroughcs; and where 
such may not be had within their corporations, 
then of other grave and discreet men, fit to 
serve In so worthy an assembly. For we may 
well foresee how ill effects the bad choise of 
unfitt men may produce, if the house should 
be supplied with bankraptes and necessitous 
persons, that may desire long parliaments for 
their private pee or with young and 
unexperienced men, that are not ripe and ma- 
ture fer so grave a councell; or with men of 
mean qualities in themselves, who may only 
serve to applaud the opinion of others on whoin 
thev depend ; nor yett with curious and wrang- 
ling lawyers- who may seek reputation by stir- 
ring needless questions; but we wish all our 
good subjects to understand theis our admoni- 
tions, as that we noe way mean to bar them 
of their lawfull freedom in election, according 
to the fundamental laws and laudable custome 
of this aur kingdome, and especially in the times 
of gued ynd settled gyoverament. Witness our- 
self ac Theobauld, this sixth day of Nov.” — 
The following is a 


List of the House of Commons, returned to 
serve in the third Parliament of James I. 


. BepFrorDsHiRy. Arthur Goodwin, esq. 
Sir B. St. John, Aylesbury. 
Sir Oliver Luke. Sir John Dormer, 
Bedford. _ Henry Burlacy, esq. 
Sir Alex. St.John, ‘Beene, 
Rich. piel as | Sir Rich. Lovelace, 
Sir Francis Goedwin, ‘S'¥ Robt. Knoltes, 
, . New Windsor. 
Sir Wm, Fleetwood. g-_ Chas. Howard 
: ° £ay¥ ) 
seg cop '' Sir Robert Bennet. 
Thos. ? 
ich. Oliver, esq. Reading. . 
| Wycoind. Sir Anthony Barker, 
mas Lovelace, esq. . John Sanders, esq. 
"Ole 1, 
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| . Wallingford. 
| Sir Geo. Simmons, 
| Sam. Dunche, esq. 
Abingdon. 
; Sut Robt. Hyde. 
Cornwatt, 
Bevill Grevill, esq. 
John Arundel, esq. 
Lanceston, . 
Thos. Bond, esq. 
John Harris, esq. 
Leskard. 
Sir Edw. Cooke, 
Nicholas Heale, esq. 
Lestuithiel. 
Edw. Salter, esq. 
Geo. Chudleigh, esq. 
Truro. 
Sir John Catcher, : 
Joha Trefuses, esq. 
Bodmin, 

Sir John Trevor, 
Jas. Bagze, jun. gent. 
Helston. 

Sir Thos. Statford, ‘ 
Wm. Noye, esq. 
Saltush. 
Sir Thos. Trevor, 
Sir Thos. Smith. 
Camelford. 
Sir Henry Carey, 
Edw. Carr, esq. 
West low. 
Menege Finch, esq. 
Christoph. Harris, esq. 
Grampound. 
Sir Robt. Carew, 
John Hampden, esq. 
Eastlow. 
Sir John Walter, 
Sir Jeremy Horsey, 
Penryn, 
Robt. Jermin, esq. 
Sir Francis Crane. 
Tresony. 
Thos. Mallet, esq. 
Win. Hackwell, esq. 
Bossiney. 
John Wood, esq. 
Ambrose Mannington. 
St. Ives. 
John ld. Paulette, 
Robt. Bacon, esy. 
Pouwey. , 
John Trefry, esq.. 
Jonath. Rashley, gent. 
St. Germain’s, 
Sir Rich. Buller, 
Rich. Tisdale, gent. 
St. Mitchell, 
Rich. Carewe, esq. 
John St. Abin, esq. 
“Newport. 
Sir Edw. Barrett, | 
Sir Robt. Killigrewe, 
St: Maw’s. 
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Wm. Huckmere, gent. 
Callington. 
James ld. Wriothesly, 

Sir Hen. Rolles. 
CUMBERLAND,’ 
Sir Geo. Dalston, 
Sir Hen. Curwen. 
Carlisle. 
Sir Hen, Fane, 
Geo. Butler, esq. 
CaMBRIDGESHIRE. 
Sir Edw. Payton, bt. 
Sir Jobn Cutts. © 
Cambridge. 

Sir John Hubbart, 
Rich Foxton, And, on 
his being rejected 

because mayor, , 
Thos. Mewtas, esq. 
Cambridge University, 
Sir Robi. Naunton, 
Barn. Googe, LL. D, 

CHESHIRE. 
Sir Wm. Brereton, . 
Sir Rich. Grovesuor. 
Chester. 
E. Whitby, esq. rec. 


‘J. Radcli#t, alderman. 


DERBYSHIRE. 
Wm. id. Candish, 
Sir Peter Fretchyile. . 
Derby. 
Tim. Leeving, réc. ib. 
Edw. Leeche, eso... 
DEVONSHIRE. 
Sir Edw. Seymour, bt, 
John Drake, esq. , 
. Exeter. < 
John Prowse, esq. 
Ignatius Jordan, esq. 
, Lotness. 
Sir Edw. Giles, 
Rich. Rode, merchant. 
Barnstaple. 

J. Delbridge, merch. 
P. Doddendye,werch. 
Plymouth. 

J. Glanvile, esq.rec.ib. 
Thos, Shervile, merch. 


_.. Lavestoc’. — 


Sir Francis Glanyile, 
Sir Baptist Hicks. 
Dartmouth. 
Wm. Nyle, merch... . 
R. Matthevc, merch, 
Liverton, 
John Bamteiide, efq.- 
John Davy, esq. 
. Beeralston. 
Sir Thos. Wyes, . 
T. Keightley, merch, 
: Plynton, 
Sir Wm. Siroude, 
Sir Warwick Heale. 
DorsEtsurre. 


Sir John Strangeways, 
Edw.Writtington, esq. Sir Thos. Trenchard,” 
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— Pool. 
Sir Waiter Earle, 
Sir Geo. Horsey, 
Dorchester. 
Sir F, Ashley, ser}. at 
law, 
Joho Barkins, merch. 
Lyme Regis. 
John- Pawtet, esq. 
Robt. Hassard, gent. 
Weymouth and Mel- 
comb Regis. 
Mat. Pict, alderman 
' Giles Greene, gent. 
John Freake, esq, 
ChristopherEarle, esq. 
Bridport. 
John Stroode, esq. 
John Browne, esq. 
Shajtsbury. 
Percy Werbert, esq. 
Thos. Sheppard, esq 
and, upon his expul- 
siom, - . 
Ralph Hopton, esq. 
Wareham. 
Sir Wm. Pitt, 
John Trenchard, esq, 
Corfe Castle, 
Sir Thos. Hatton, 
Sir Thos. Hammond, 
EsstX, 
Sit F. Barrington, bart. 
Sir John Deane. 
Colchester. 
W.Towse, serj. at law, 
Edw. Alford, esq. 
7 + Malden. 
Sir Julius Cesar, 
Sir Hen. Mildinay. 
Harwich, 
Tho. Cheke, esq. 
Edw. Grimston, esq. 
| . Exor. 
Sir George Calvert, se- 
. cretary of state, 
- Sir T. Wentworth, bt. 
+ York, 
Sir Rob. Askwith, 
Christopher Brovke, 


a ce 
“Kingston on Hull, 
John Lister, esq. - 
Maurice‘Abbot, esq. © 
"4 Knaresborouga. 
Sir Hén. Shingsby, 
Richy- button, esq. 
‘Scarboraugh.. 
| Sir Rich: Chohneley, 
Wm. Conyers, gent. 
| Rtippon. 
Sir Thos. Posthumus 
Hobby, ~. 
Wm. Mallery, esq. 
» Richmond. 
Sir Talbot Bowes, 
Win. Bowes, esq. 


Pontefract, 
Geo. Shellitoe, esq. 
Sir Edwin Sandys,jun. 

_ Heydone 
Sir Matt. Boynton, bt. 
Sir Tho. Fairfax. 

Boroughbridze. 
Sir Ferdinand Fairfax, 
Geo. Withered, esq. 
Thirsk: os 
Sir John Gibson, 
Sir Tho. Bellasis. 

Aldborough. 

Sir Christopher Hyld- 
yarde, 


Edw. Scott, esq. 


GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 
Sir Rob. Tracy, 
Maurice Berkley, esq. 

Gloucester, 
Joho Browne, esq. 
Anthony Robinson, 

Cirencester. 
Sir Tho. Rowe, 
Tho: Nicholas, esq. 

Tewksbury. 


Sir Dudley Digs, 


Giles Bridges, esq. 
HUNTINGDONSHIRE, 
Sir Rob. Bevill, 
Sir Rob, Payne, 
Huntingdon. 

Sir Hen. St. John, 

Sir Miles Sandes, bart. 
LIE RTroRDSHIRE, 
Sir Hen. Carew, comp- 
troller of the house- 

hold, 

Sir Cha. Morrison, bt. 

St, Alban’s. 

Sir Tho. Righardson, 
serjeant at law, and 
speaker, | 

Uenry Mewtas, esq. 
HEREFORDSHIRE. 

Sir J. Scudamore, bart. 


Fitzwilliain Comsby, 


esq. | , 
Hereford. 
Jaines Rode, gent. 
Rich. Weaver, gent. 

_ Leominster. 
Yras. Smaliman, esq. 
Wr, Beecher, esq. 

: ‘Kent. 
Robt, vise. Lisle, 
Sir George Fane, 

*. Canterbury, 
J. Fiuch, esq. rec. ib. 
Sir Geo. Newman 

. Rochester. 

SirT. Walsingham, jun, 
H. Clerck, esq. rec, ib. 


ny Maidstone. peas. 


Sir Fras. Vane, 
Sir Fras: Barniam. 


oe we eee 


— 


Queenborough. 
James Palmer, esq. 
Win. Frowde, esq. 


LINCOLNSHIRE. 


‘Sir George Manners, 


Sir Thos. Granthain. 
Lincoln. 
Sir Lewis Watson, 
Sir Edw. Ayscouthe, 
Boston, | 
Sir Wm. Arinyn, jun. 
Anthony Irbye, esq. 
Great Grimsby. 
Christopher Wrav,esq. 
Heury Pelham, gent. 
Stamford, 
Sir Rich. Ceeill, 
Juhu Wingicild, esq. 
Granthan, 

Sir Win. Arnin, sen. 
Sir Clement Cotterill. 
LricESTENSHIRE, 
Sir George Hastings, 

Sir Henry Hastings. 
Leicester. 
Sir Rich. Morrison, 
Sir Wim. Herrick. 
LANCASHIRE. 
Sir John Radclitf, 
Sir Gilbert Haughton. 
Lancaster. 
Sir Humphrey May, 
chance, of the duchy, 
Tho. Fanshawe, esq. 
Preston. 
Sir Fdw. Moseley, att. 
of the duchy, 
Sir Wim. Pooley, 
Liverpool, — 
Tho. May, esq. 
Win. Johnson, esq. 
. Newton: 
Sir George Wright, 
Rich. Kipax, esq. 
Wigan. 
Geo. Garret, esq. 
Roger Downes, esq. 
Clitherow. 
Sir Tho. Walmesley, 
Win. Fanshawe, esq. 
MIppLrsex. 
Sir Fras. Darcey, 
Sir Gilbert Jerrard, bt. 
Westminster. - 
Sir Edw. Villars, 
Wn. Mann, esq. 
‘Lendon. 
Sir Tho. Lowe, 
Sir R. Heath, sol. gen. 
R.Bateman, merchant, 
Wm. Towerson,merch. 


‘MonMovutu. 
Sir Edinund Morgan, 
Cha. Williams, esq. 
Monmouth. 
Tho. Ravenscrott, esq. 


f4178. 


‘ NorTHAMPTONSHIRE, 


Sir Wm. Spencer, K.B. 
Sir Edward Montague. 
And, on his being 
- created a peer, 
Rich. Knightley, esq. 
Peterborough. 


' Mildmay Fane, esq. 
- W. Fitzwilhiams, esq. 


Northampton, 
Rich. Speucer, esq. 
Tho. Crewe, esq. 

Brackley. 

Fidw. Spencer, esq. 
Sir Tho. Wenman. 

Higham Ferrers. 
Sir Cha. Mountague, 
NOTTINGHAMSHIRE, 
Sir Jervase Clifton, bt 
Sir Geo. Chaworth, 

Nottingham. 

Michael Puritoy, esq. 
Geo. Lassels, esq. 

East Retford. 
Sir-Nathaniel Riche, 
Edward Worthley,esq. * 

Norronk,. 
SirHlamond Le Strange 
Drugo Drurey, esq. 

Norwich. 

Rich. Rosse, ald. 
Win. Denny, esq. 

| King’s Wane 
Matthew Clerke, esq, 
John Wallis, esq. 

Great Yarmouth, 
Ben}. Cowper, ald. 
Edw. Owner, esq. 

. Thetford, ' 

Sir Tho, Helland, 
Franlingham Gawdyey 

esq. . . 

Custle Rising. 
John Wilson, esq. 
Rob. Spiller, esq. 

NORTHUMBERLAND, 
Sir Win, Gray, bart. 
Sir Hen, Widdrington. 

_ Newcastle, 
Sir Hen. Anderson, 
Sir Tho. Riddle. 
Morpeth. 
Rob. Brandling, esq. 
R. .Fetherstonhaugh, 


esq. | 
Berwick upon Tweed. 


Sir John Selby, 


Sir Rob. Jackson. 
OXFORDSHIRE, 

Sir Rich. Weynman, 

Sir Wm. Pope, esq. 

Sir John Brooke, 

Tho. Wentworth, esq. 
Orford University. 

Sir John Bennet. Atter 
his expulsion 
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Sir John Danuts, 

sit Clement Edmunis, 
Woodstock. 

Sir James Whitlock, 

justice of Chester, 

Sir Philip Carew. 
Banbury. 

Sir Wm. Cope, bart. 


RuTLANDSHIRE. 
Sir Guy Palmes, 
Sir Wm. Bulstrode. 
Sukky. 
Sir Geo. Moore, 
Sir Nicholas Carew. 
Southwark, 
Rich. Yarward, esq, 
Rob. Brometeild, esq. 
Blechinglu, 
John Hayward, esq, 
Henry Lovell, esq. 
Ryegate, 
Sir Tho. Glenham, 
Rob. Lewis, esq. 
Guilford, 
Sir Rob. Moore, 
John Murray, esq. 
Gratton. 
Sir Tho. Gresham, 
Sir Tho. Bludder. 
Haslemere. 
Sir Tho. Grymes, 
Sir Wim. Browne. 


STAFFORDSHIRE. 
sir Wm. Bowyer, 
Tho. Crompton, esq. 

Litchjield. 
Wm. Wingteild, esq. 
Rich. Weston, esq. 
Stafford, 
Matth. Craddock, esq. 
Rich. Dyott, esq. 
Newcastle under Line. 
Sir John Davies, ser. 
at law, 
Edw, Kirton, esq, 
Tumuorth, 
Sir Tho Puckering, bt. 
John Ferrers. 
Saop. 

Sir Rob. Vernon, 
Sir Fras. Kenniston. 

Shrewsbury, 
Sir Rich. Newport, 
Fras. Barkley, ksq. 

Bridgenorth. 
sir John Heyward, 

m. Whitmore, esq. 
Ludlor., 
Spencer Id. Compton, 

Rich. ‘fomlins, esq. 
Wenlock. 
Sur Edw. Lawley, 
Tho. Wolriche, esq. 
Bishop's Castle, 
Fra. Nichols, esq. 
Sir Gilbert Corawall, 


SOUTHAMPTON. 
Sir Hen. Wallop, 
Sir John Jephson. 

Winchester, 

Sir Rich. ‘Pitchburne, 
W. Savace,esg. rec. ib. 
Suuthampton, 

Sir Tho. Flemming, 
H.Shertield,esq.rec.ib. 
Portsmouth. 

Sir Daniel Norton, 
Sir Benj. Rudyard. 
Yurmouth, 
Arthur Brointeild, esq. 
Tho. Wrisley, esq. 
Petersfield. 
Sir Rich. Norton, 
sir John Hippesley. 
Newport. 
Sir Rich. Worsley, bt. 
Sir Win. Uvedale. 
Stockbridve, 
Sir Rich. Gifford, 
Sir Win. Ayloffe, bart. 
Nez town, 
Sir Win. Harrincton, 
Sir Tho. Barrington. 
Christchurch, 

Sir Geo. Hastings, 
Nathan. Toiskins,esq. 
Whitchurch. 

Sir Tho. Jarvoves, 

Sir Rob. Oxenbridge. 
Lymington, 

Sir Wm. Doddington, 


Henry. Crompton, esq. 


Andover. 
John Shuter, esq. 
Henry Wallis, esq. 
SUFFOLK. 
Sir Rob. Crane, 
Tho. Clenche, e~q. 
[psewich, 
Rob. Snelling, gent. 
Wm. Cave, gent. 
Duniich. 
Clement Cooke, gent. 
Thomas Beddingteild, 
jun, gent. 
Orford. 

Sir Lionel] Taimage,bt. 
Sir Roger Townsend. 
Alldborough, 

Sir Henry Glemham, 
Cha. Glemham, esq. 

Sudbury, 

Fdw. Osburne, esq. 
BramptonGurdon,esq. 
Bury St, Edmuna’s. 

Sir Tho. Jermin, 
Joba Waodtord, esq. 
Eve. 

Sir Roger North, 

Sir Jon Crompton, 
SOMERSETSHIRE, 
Maurice Barkley, esq. 

Robert Hopton, esq. 
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. Bristo!, 
Johan Whitson, ald. ib. 
John Guy, ald. ib. 
Bath. 
Sir Rob. Phillips, 
Sir Rob. Pye. 
Wells, 
| Sir Edw. Rodney, 
| Tho, Southwark, esq. 
‘Launton, 
Tho. Brereton, esq. 
Lewis Pope, gent. 
Bridgewater. 
Edw. Popham, esq. 
Roger Warre, esq. 
Minehead. 
“ir Robt. Lloyd, 
Fras. Perce, gent. 
SUSSEX, 
Sir Edw, Sackville, 
Christoph. Nevill, esq. 
Chichester. 
Sir Edw. Cecil, 
Tho. Whatman, esq. 
Horsham, 
Tho. Cornwallis, esq. 
Jotin Middieton, esq. 
Midhurst, 
| Rich. Lewkner, esq. 
John Smithe, esq. 
Lewes. 
Sir Geo. Goring, 
Rich. Ambhurst, esq. 
Shoreham. 
1 Sir John Morley, 
Sir. John Leedes, Af- 
ter him, 
Inizo Jones, esq. 
Bramber. . 
Tho. Bowver, ese. 
Rob. Morley, esq. 
Steyning, 
Sir Tho, Sherley, 
Sir Edw, Francis. 
Fast Grinstead. 
Sir Heory Compton, 
Tho, Pelham, esq. 
Aruniel. 
Sir Lionol Cranfield. 


Atter his being made: 


it peer, 

vir Rd. Weston, chan, 
et the excher. 

Sir Henry Spillar. 


WESTMORFLAND, 
Henry lord Cifford, 
Sir Tho. Wharton. 

Appleby. 
Sir Arthur Ingram, — 
Tho. Hughes, esq. 


WILTSHIRE. 
Sir Fras. Seymour, 
Sir Edw. Baynton, 
New Sarum, 
RogerGauntlet,ald. ib. 
Lau. Horne, ald. jb. 
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- Wilton, ; 
Sir Tho. Tracy. After 
his death, 
Sir Henry Nevill, 
Tho. Morgan, esq. 
Downton. 
Sir Carey Rawley, . 
Sic Tho. Hinton. 
Hindon, 
Sit Henry Mervin, 
John Angell, esq. 
Heytesbury. 
Sir Tho. ‘Thinne, 
Sir Henry Ludlow. ° 
Westbury. 
Walter Loay, esq. 
Sir Miles Fleetwood. - 
Calne. 
John Ducket, esq. 
John Pymime, esq. 


Derizes,  -  ' 


Sir Henry Ley, 

John Kent, gent. 
Chippenham, 

Fd, Hungerforde, eq. 

John Bayly, esq. 
Mulmsbury, 

Sir Henry Poole, 

Sir Rdw, Warder. 
Cricklade. 

Sir Tho, Howard, 

Sir Carewe Revnell. 

Great Bedwin, 

Sir Fras. Popham, 

TVho. Carey, esq. 
Ladgershall, ' 

Alex, Chocke, esq, 

Win. Satwell, esq.’ 
Old Sarum, 


- .Geo. Minune, esq. © 


Tho, Bret, esq. 
Wotton Busset. 


. Rich. Harrison, esq.: 


John Wrenham, esq. 
Marlborough. 

Sir Walter Devreux, 

Rich. Diggs, esq. 


WORCESTERSHIRE, . 


Sir Tno. Littleton, bart, ; 


Sur Samuel Sandes. - 
Worcester, : 

Sir John Cowcher, 

Robert Berkley, esq. 
Evesham, . 

Sir Tho. Biggs, bart. 
Anth. Langston, gent. 
Bewdley. 

Sir Thomas Edmunds, 
treasurer of. the 
household. , 

#3 Fey talon : 

‘alph Clare, esq. 

J on Wylde, se 

WARWICKSHIRE. 


Sir Fras. Leighe, 
Sir Tho. Lucy. 


@ . 
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Co-entry. 


CARDIGAN, 
8. Hopkins, ald. ih. Sit Richard Pryse. 
Hen. Seewell, uld. ib. Cardigan. 


Warwick. 


Sir Greville Veracy, CaRMARTHEN. 
John Cooke, esq. Sir John Vaughan. 
BARONS Carmarthen. 
OF THE CINQUE PORTS. Henry Vaughan esq. 
| Hastings. - Carnarvon. 
Samucl Moore, esq. John Griffith, jun. esq. 
James J.asher, esq. Curnarvon, 
Winchelsea, Nicholas Griffith, gent. 
Sir Tho. Finche, bart. DenBIGH, 
Edw. Nicholas, esq. Sir John Trevor, jun. 
Rye. Denbigh. 


Emanuel Gilford, esq. 
John Angell, -esq. 
Romney. 


Hugh Middleton, esq. 
Sir Roge Mostyn, 


Sir Peter Mauwood, lint. 
Francis Fetherston- Wy». Ravenscroft, esq. 
haugh, esq. GLAMORGAN. 
Hythe. Wm. Price, esq. 
Sir Peter Heyman, Cardiff. 
Rich, Zouche, LL.D. Win. Herbert, esq. 
_ _/ Dover. MERIONETH. 
Sw Hen. Maynwaring, Wn. Salisbury, esq. 
Sir Rachard Young. PEMBROKE. 
~ Sandauch, James Won, esq. 
fir Edwin Sandys, Pembroke. 
John Burroughes,gent. Lewis Powcll, gent. 
PRINCIPALITY OF Haverfordacst, 
WALES. Sur James Parrett. 
*_ ANGLESEY. - Moxtoomenry. 
Rich. Williams, esq. Sir Wm. Herbert. 
Beanaaurs, ‘Montgomery, 
Sampson Evans, esq. Edw. Herbert, esq. 
Brecon. Rapnor,. 
Sir Henry Williams. — James Price, esq. 
Brecknock.  ~ Radnor. 


Sir Walter Pye. Charles Price, gent. 

The King’s Speech on opening the Session.] 
On the meeting of the parl. Jan. 30th, the King 
being seated on his throne, was pleased to 
make the following Speech to both Houses. 
The substance of it, in Latin, is given in the 
Lords Journals. ~Wiison and Rushworth have 
inserted one at large; but, upon compnring 
their’s with the foregoing apoecics of this king, 
60 great a difference appears both in stile and 
“manner, as render them justly suspected. ‘The 
following is the genuine Speech, taking from 
Franklyn’s Annals, who tells us, “ that he had 
it from wr. Munday, an ear-witness thereof i 
and, upon examin:tion, we find it corresponds 
exac ly with the Latin Abstract in the Jour- 
hals:— : 

“ My lords spiritual and temporal, and vou 
the commons. ‘ In multiloquio non deest pec- 
eatum,’ said the wisest king that ever was; and 

‘this experience [have found in my own person ; 
for it is true, that there have bee 
parl. before this time, wherem I have mado 
many discourses to the gentlemen of the Lower 
House, and in them delivered a true endeavour 
of vay heart: bnt.as no man’s occasions, be 
they never so good, can be free from censure, 
in regard of the excellency required to make 
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perfection ; so it may be, it pleased God, seeing 
some vanity in me, to send back my words as 
wind spit into my own tace. So, as I may 
truly say, ‘I have often piped untu you, but 
you have not danced; I have often mourn- 
ed, but you have not lamented :’ bot now I 
have put on this resolution for the few days that 
are left me in this world, wherein I know not 
how far I have offended God; and if it may 
please you, especially of the Lower House, w 
apply this rule unto yourselves, you may find 
the more. fruit—Now to the errand ot your 
being called hither; for entring whercunto the 
more easily, I will begin with the general Con- 
dition of a Parhament, not to instruct you, 
whom I suppose not to be ignorant, but to re- 
fresh your memories; and first what a par, 
is. It is an assembly composed of a head and 
a body : the monarch is the head, and the body 
is the 3 estates: which are called in all moe 
narchies a parl. which was used and created at 
the first ‘by monarchy; for king’s were before 
parhaments; who, as soon as they had settled a 
form of govt. and were willing that their people 
should be guided by Jaws, called a parl: I 
know there are divers sorts of foreizn parlia- 
ments, some more, some less in number: but 
Tleave them; only this I would have vou to 
observe, That itis a vain thing tora parliament> 
man to press to be popular; for there is no 
state or parliament without monarchy ; so the 
Grizons, Swisses, and Low Countries, which are 
governed without a king, haye no parliaments, 
but councils and assemblies. This I put you 
in mind of, that you serve under a monarch, 
and that vou must stand or fall with it—-Now 
consider, ist, Who calls you? your king. —2ndly, 
Whom he calls? the Peers, who in respect of 
the eminency of their places and high honours, 
have an interest therein by birth and inhe- 
ritance, because they are to assist the king in 
In the next place is the 
Church, the Ciergy; yet not all ofthem, but the 
on heads thereof, the bishops, whose ho-. 
iness of life doth claim a privelege in advice, 
and in respect of their baronies:' also the 
Knights stand for the Shires, and tho other, 
gentlemen for the Burroughs; of these is the 
whole body composed: Srdly, why ¥ou are 
called; viz. To advise the king in his urgent 
affairs, to give him your best advice in such 
errands as he shull ask of you, or you shall 
think fit to ask his advice in. ‘The king makes 
laws, and ve are to advise him to make sach as 
may be hest tor the good of the commonwealth. 
There is another canse also, viz. The House of 
Commons is called, for that they best know.the 
particular estate of the country; and if the 
king shall ask their advice, can best tell what 
is a'niss, as being most sensible of it, and alsu 
petition him to amend and redress, You are 
the authors of sustenance also to him, to sup- 
ply his necessities; and this is the proper use 
of parliaments. Here they are to offer what 
they think fit to supply his wants; and he is in 
lreu hereof to afford them mercy and justice ; 
and this is that I boldly say, end am not 


- 
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ashamed to speak it, that all people owe a kind 
ot tribute to their king, as a thankfulness to 
him for his love to them; and wherc there is 
this sympathy between the king and his peuple, 
at breeds a happy parl.—Thus much the veneral 
Condition and special Use of Parliaments in. 
this kingdom. Now I come to the particular 
Causes which moved me to call this parl. First, 
as in all parliaments, the king must have a 
special care to make good laws; for ¢ ex inalis 
moribus: bone leges oriuntur :’ for the elder the 
world grows, men become the more wise, the 
more crafty, and the more sinful; and therc- 
fore the more need to make new laws for new 
crimes. And here [ am in a large subject, yet 
because of my intended brevity, I will speak of 
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least. I had never above 4 Subsidies, and six 


.15ths; I challenge no more desert than she ; 


Ro particulars, but hold it best to leave it to the’ 


times wherein you should both sce and read 
thom.— First, for Religion there arc laws enough, 
so as the true intent and executivun follow ; the 
Maintenance of Religion stands in two poiuts: 
1. Persuasion, which must precede; 2. Com- 
pulsion, which must tollow ; tor as all the world 
cannot create a new creature, be it never so 
little, so no law of man can make a good Chris- 
tian in heart, without inward grace; but the 
minister must persuade, and leave the success 
to God ; and if there were not so many priests 
and Jesuits, there would not be so many per- 
verted to ill; yet it is not enough to trust to a 
good cause and let i€ go alone; likewise the 
busy Puritans, do but see how busy they are in 
estates the people. But God forbid, that 

should compel mens’ consciences, but leave 
them to the law of the kingdum; tor the ru- 
mour that is spread, that I should tolerate Re- 
ligion in respect of this match, which hath 
been long intreated with Spain for my son, T 
profess t will do nothing therein which shall 
not be honourable, and for the good of Re!i- 
gon the trial which you have had of my 

Vorks and Writings, wherein I have been a 
martyr, tortured in the mouths of many idle 
fellows, may give you ample testimony of my 
integrity, in such a sort, as I hope you trust 
the wisdom of your king so far as that T will 
never do oue. thing in private, and another 
in public: but if, after this my Decteration, 
any shall transgress, blame not me if [ see thein 
severely punishcd.—Now the main errand, to 
speak truth, which I have called vou tur, is tor 
a Supply of my urgent necessitivs; ye can ull 

ear me witness I have reigned 18 years among 
yous if it be a fault in me, that you have been 
at peace all this while, I pray you pardon it; 
for I take it for an honuur to me that ye should 
live quietly under your vines and fig-trces, eat- 
ing the fruit of your own labours, and inyself 
‘to he ajust and merciful king to you; ye have 
not been troubled with pressing of men, and 
with a thousand inconvenienees which the dis- 
aster of war produceth; and yet within these 
18 years I have had less Supplies than many 
kings before. The last queen (of famous me- 
mory) was so far supplied in her time, as it 
grew to an annual contribution; which by 
eemputation came te 135,0001. a year at the 
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but sure I am, L have governed you as peace~ 
ably the time since my Supply hath been, as 
if women with child, ‘ que decem tulerunt — 
fastidia mensis,’ who after ten months long- 
ing are delivered of their burden; but [ have 
travailed ten years, and theretore now full 
time to be delivered of my wants. I was ever 
willing to spare vou tll now. [tis true, 2 ar- 
ruments were used in other parliaments against 
Supplies: first, that many Subsidies had becn 
given by them, and therefore they requirtd a 
time of respiration; which objection is now 
taken away: the other was, thut my treasure 
was contusedly governed hy ne; so as sume 
did not stick to say, that they would give me 
all they-+had, were they sure it would come into 
ny purse: now you have seen trial of my late 

ure in 2 vears lust past, in looking into the 
particulars of my estate, wherein [ must con- 
fess that L have found my Revenue, as Joul’s 
friends, forsaking me. In my HMousebold Ex- 
pence I have abated 10,0U0I. per ann.; in the 
Navy 25,0001. per ann.; and shortly hope to 
abate 10,000). more in mine Ordnance; I have 
brousht mine Expences from 34,00U]. to 
14,0001. and yet was loth at first to think that 
things were so much out of order; but at the 


last, by means of the information of some pri- 


vate honest gentlemen, I was induced to enter 
into a particular survey; and heretuy such was 
the love of my young admiral to me, as he 
took the only envy of all upon himself for my 
sake; and though be but young, yet [ tind him 
true in faith, aud an honest man, who hath 
had the better success in all the rest; he took 
under himself divers commissioners, as a young 
commander should do, tle better to preserve 
him from errors, and then sought no reward, 
but my good service; yet went nevertheless 
through all with a great diligence and liappy 
success; and therefore I hope the kingdom 
shall say I have a true care of my estate, not 
taking trom others, by violence, house ar land, 
but governing my own with good husbandry : 
and now [ look vour Supply will not fall into 
a bottomless purse.—Tle next cause of your 
calling is for an urgent necessity, the miserable 
and turn estate of Christendom; which none 
that hath an honest heart, can look on without 
a weeping eye. ‘[ was not the cause of the be- 
ginning thereof, (God knows) but [ pray God 
I may be a happy instrument of «= happy cnd- 
ing the wars in Boheinia; J inean, wherein the 
states expelled the emperor, and chose wy son- 
in-law their king: I was requested at first by 
both sides to make an agrecment betweea 
them ; which cost me 3u0U!. in sending Don- 
caster on an embassy for that purpose. In the 
mean tine they cost off all allegiance, and 
chose my son, who sent to me to know whether 


‘he should take the crown upon him or not; 


and yet within 3 davs after, before I could re- 
turn my answer, took the crown on his head ; 
and then I was loth to meddle in it at all, for 
3 reasons,—First, 1 would net make Religion 
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the cause of deposing kings. I leate that cause. 


to the Jesuits, to make Religion a canse to take 
away crowns. Next, [ was nota fit judge be- 
tween them; for they might after say to mec, as 
he said to Moses, ‘who made thee a judge 
over us?? And myself would not be content 
thac they should judge whether I were a king 
or Not.—Lastly, because [ nad been a med- 
dler between them, and then to determine my 
son nught take the crown upon hin, had been 
upproper; and yet f lett not off, so far as na- 
ture ¢ ompelled me, to admit his good. I per- 
mitted a Voluntary Contribution to preserve 
the Palatinate, which came to a great sum; 


for that purpose [ borrowed also 75,0001. of 


my brother of Denmark, and now have sent to 
him to make it up 100, QUOl, and all this have I 
done with the Charge of Ambassadors, and 
Otherwise; which have risen to an infinite 
sum, which I have born myself, and hath cost 
me aheve 200,000). in preserving the Palatinate 
from invading, finding no hope of the rest, be- 
sides 300,0001. and besides the Voluntary Con- 
tribution: and I am now to take care fora 
worse danger against next summer, albeit I 
will leave no travel untried to obtain a h: appy 
peace; but [ thought good to be armed avast 
the worse time, it being best to intreat of peace 
with a sword In my hand. Now I shall Ixbour 
to preserve the rest; wherein I declare, that 
if bv ter means TL cannoc get it, my crown, 
and honour and all shall be spent with’ my son's 
blood alsu, but E will get iv for him: and this 
as the cause, for all the causes of Reiwien are 
myelved nits for they will arer Rehcion where 
they co: quer, and so pe: haps my grandchild 
inay suffer, who bath conunitted no fault at all, 
Shere is nothing dane without a speedy Sup- 
py and ‘ bis dat qui cito dat;” wleretore I 
lee vou will no more fail me now, than you 
have done my predeecssors. In this I must 
trist your cares; aud i think af a man could | 
see all your hearts in one face, it would testity 
% ceneral acclamatian of this my motion. 
Consider who it is that moves vou, vour hing; 
anc lus care of Reformation, and the Charges ; 
which he hath discharged, besides 40,000). 
of lace in the pyratical war; and consider 
af I deserve not your respects. For your 
parts, you may be informed of something tit 
to be required of me for matter of justice; 
I onever directly nor otherwise destred the 
contrary; for which purppse I have chosen 
judges of the best learning and integrity that I 
‘could; and if they prove unjust, E will not spare 
them. It’s strange that anv Mint hath not 
gone this 8 or 9 years; but I think the faule 
of the want of moncy is the uneven balancing 
of trade; for other things (I contess) I have 
been liberal : but the main cause of my wants 
hath been the ill vovt. of those whom I have 
trusted under me: tor Bounty, [ wall not make 
every day a Christmas; and yet. it may be I 
have hurt mnivself in some, and in others my 
subjects; butif I be truly intormed, I will rightly 
reform; but for you to hunt after Grievances 
to the projadice of your king and yourselves, 
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is not the errand: deal with me as I deserve 
at your hands; I will leave nothing andone 
that becomes a just king, if you deal with me 
accordingly. I know this parl, hath been of 
great expectation; and so was that at my first 
coming, when I. knew uot the. state of this 
land. I was then led | vy the old counsellors L 
found which the old queen had left, and it 
may be there was a misleading, and a tmisun- 
derstanding between us, which bred an abrup- 
tion. And at the last parl. there came up a 
strange kind of beasts, called Uudertakers, a 
name which in my nature I abhor; which 
caused a dissolution; now you have the ad- 
vantaze, that I call you out of my free motion, 
and my trust is in your good oftices tor my 
good estate; cven in all and every one of you 
I hope I want not good subjects; and I assure 
you, ye shall find an honest king of me: how 
happy a fame will it be that he is reverenced 
and loved by his people, and reeipracally loves 
them? Now shall I be honoured by my neigh- 
bour princes, and my govt. peradyenture made 
an example for posterity to follow, And so I 
leave you.” 

The Lord Chancellor’s Speech.| The king's 

cech being ended, the Lord Chauces.ory 
sir Francis Bacon, viscount St. Alban, made a 
brief exhortation to the house, to this eitect :— 
‘© May it please your maj.; I a:n struck with 
adiniration in respect of your protound dis 
courses, with reverence to your royal precepts, 


saves, Which have fallen from your naj. 
your specch, It is a saving of Solomon, ches 
what dark, but apt, § That the words of the 
wise are hike nails and pins fastened by the 
niaster of the building in the midst of assem- 
blies ; ’ so, in regard of the reverence of your 
maj. "5 words, thev are like nails that strike 
through and ‘through: first into the memory, 
then into the hearts of the hearers, which ts 
| the best way to nnprint therm into the:r minds. 
| For mvself, Lhold it as great commendations 
. in a chancellor to be scat, when such a king 
‘is by, who can so well deliver. the oracles of 
of his mind, as for me to speak. Only, sir, 
| ive iné leave to vive my advice to the upper 
ie and lower house br icy in two words: § nosce 
| teipsum.’ I would have the parl. know itselt; 
ist, in a modest carriage to so gracious a $0o- 
vereiyn; 2ndly, in valuing themselves thus far, 
as to know, now itis qa them by ther careful 
i dealing to procure an infinite good to them- 
selves in substance, and reputation at home 
| and abroad. As there is great expectation it 
the beginning of this parl, so [pray God, it 
| may be as good in the conclusion; that it may 
be generative, begetting others hereafter. 
Now I am to put you in mind of your lauda- 
ble custom, to elect one to be your common 
mouth or Speaker ; ; for which purpose you are 
prescutly to nssemble yourselves in the house 
of Commons; but the king, for the presenting 
of such to his maj. giveth you till Saturday 
next, the 3rd of Feb,” 
‘The lord chancellor haviog concluded, the 


and contentment ina number of eraclous ane 
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Commons retired to. their house, and there} ecution of the Jaws against Jesuits, seminary 
chose Tho. Richardson, esq. serjeant at law, | Priests, and Poyish Recusants; and this, by 
for their Speaker, who was presented to the | the Nether Lluuse, is desired to be with all 
king on the day appointed, and, with the usual | convenient expedition.” Atver the messengers 
ceremumes, approved ut. In order to give the | were withdrawn, the Lords took the Message 
procrediazs of this park. with the utmust im- | mtu consideration; the desire of the Comuous 
paruality, we shell keep strictly to the autho- | was generally approved on, and a curnmittee 
rity of the Journals, execpt where Rushworth, | tur the conterence was appointed. ; 
orany other historian, mtervenes with some Feb. 15. The lord chaucellor declared tha 
circumsteices aot taken notice of in the former | his maj. having been moved to know his plea- 
work, sure when the Commuitices of both Houses 
Feb. Sth. The Lord Chanecllor moved, | shall wait on him, with their Petition, relate 
That such as have any proxy froin any Lord, | tng to Jesuits, &c. had appointed Saturday the 
Jicenced by his maj. tu be absent, should deli-,| 17th inst, for that purpose. The lord chan- 
ver the same to the clerk of that house; and | ccllor was desired to be the common mouth, in 
that every lord should cause the writ af sum- | delivering the Petition from both houses to the 
mons, to him directed, to be given to the same | king; but some debates arising, abuut the 
clerk; to the end that by these proxies and | form of the Petition, the considcration thercof 
summons, so entered, it may better appear ; was referred ull next morning, 
who was absent.” Afier this, the Lord North Feb. 16. It was moved, that since the 
swwod up and acquainted the house, “ That | Commons desired his maj. to declare himself 
having read and considered of the summons, | for the execution of the laws against Jesuits, 
directed to humselt, he tound the same to vary | Seminary Priests, and Popish Recusants, by 
from the former and ancient form of writs of | Proclamation, whether to the werd Proclama- 
that nature. Thre consideration of which was by | tion, § or otherwise’ should not be added? 
their lordships referred to the eamunittece wich Upon a division of the house, it was carried 
shall be nominated and: appointed to consider | for the additional words; but with Proviso, 
of the orders and customs of this house, the | That ifthe Commons did not approve of them, 
ae of the Peers of the kingdom, and , they should be lett out in-the Petition. ‘The 
ords uv! parl.” A committee was iunmediately | Committee of Lords having acquaimted that of 
Ramed for that purpose, who had power to | the Commons with this resolution, the Com- 
call to attend them the lord chicf justice, some | Mons insisted upon it, that nothing formerly 
other judges, the attorney general, and such | agreed to should reccive any alteration in iwat- 
other of his maj.’s eounal a they thought fit, | ter or furto. 
to meet in the Painted Chamber, atier the | Quarrel between the E. of Berkshire and 
rising of the house. Ld. Scroop.] This day the lord chancellor 
Complaint against Rd. Camell.] Feb. 8th. | acquainted the house, that this morning a 
One Rd. Camwell, a clerk in the Petty-Bag- | quarrel or jar happening between two nable 
Ottice, was broaght to the bar of the Lords, to | members of that house, the cart of Berkshire 
answer a Compiaint made against him, for | aud the lord Scroop, uameiy, that the former 
omitting in the body of the writs, dirccted to} did push or thrust the other forcibly in’ the 
several Lords, these words, ‘ predilecto et ti- | huuse, against the honour and dignity of it, 
deli nostro,’ and had only given the names of | Hereupon both the said lords were called to 
such Lords to whom the said writs were di- | the bar to answer the misdemeanor aforesaid; 
rected. And though the sard Camell did then | and it appearing: by proof, that the said earl 
and there, on his knees xt the bar, humbly ac- | was the aggressor, and did violently push the 
knowledge his tault, and declared himself very | lord Scroop, thes were both oracred to with- 
penitent for the saine; yet, as he was not able | draw intu separate rooms, ull the house could 
to excuse or make any deteuce for his neglect, ; take considcrauion of ties matter. Soon atter 
end because it was held justly offensive to i the earl of Gerksuire being calied again to the 
those Lords whom it particularly concerned, © bar of the house, aud being on his knees, the 
and to be much against the hunour and dig- : lord chance. told bin, tat the house had con- 
dity of the house; by unanimous consent, the | sidered of his tanlt, which they touud to be 
said Camell was committed prisoner to ‘the, very great; in that his lordship being a peer, 
Fleet. On the 10th, an Order was made ior; who thereture should be tender of the prvi- 
his enlargement, on his humble Petition to the | leges of the house, had, in the house, and in 
house, 2 the presence of the Prince bis higtiness, oficred 
A Conference for putting the Laws in Ere- , torge to aincmber of tie same. Lhe censure 
tution aguinst Jesuits, gc.] Feb. 14. Sir! therefore was, that his lordship be coummniiied 
Edw. Cuke, accompanied with the lord Ca-j| close prisouer to the Fleet, until the: house 
vendish, sir Fulk Grevil,chanc. of the excheq. | should take further order in that cause, . The 
the Treasurer of the Household, noir. sec. Cal- ; gentleman-usher was ordered to attend the 
vert, and several others of that house, delj- | said earl tu his own house, at his requast, but 
vered the tollowing Message te the Lards:— | disarmed, and frem thence to the Fleet.—-Aia 
“‘ That the Commoys do pray a Contérence, ; terwards tiie lord Scroop was called. for, and 
moncerning joing in Petition by committees | brought into the house, aud ordered to hig 
ef beth bouses unto his maj. for the better ex-| place; to whom, standing uncyvered, the lord 
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thanc, declared, That the Lords had consider- | offence to the prince and contempt of the 
ed of the nature of the fault wherewith he | house. 
stood charged, and found him not worthy of | Feb. 20. A Message was sent from the 
blame, far any fault of commission, but only | Lords tothe Commons, desiring a Conference, 
of omission, in not complaining to the house, | in which the substance of his maj.’s Answer to 
That otherwise he had carried himself tempe- | the late Petition of both houses, might be des 
rately, and therctore it was the pleasure of the | Inered to them, by the lord chanc. who by 
house he should keep bis place.—On the fol- | common consent had been appointed the pro- 
lowing day, the lord Scroop inoved the house for | locutor of both Lords and Commons, on that 
the enlargement of the carl af Berkshire, upon | occasion. The time, if it was convenient.to 
which it was ordered, that the said carl should | them, forthwith in the Painted Chamber. This 
mimediately have the hberty of the prison, but | was agreed to by the Commons; and on the 
to continue there till the house shall take fur- | return of the lurds committee, the lord chanc. 
ther order thereim. acquainted the whole house, That he had com- 
‘Feb. 19. The lord chancellor made a re- | municated the substance of his maj.’s Answer 
port to the Lords of what had passed at the! to the committee of the ether house, trom such 
access of both houses unto his neaj. on Satur- | notes as he had taken of it, when it was given. 
day last. His lordship’s relation was bricf, as | That, thereupon, sir Fdw. Coke, one of their 
he said, as well because most of all their lord- | committee, had desired him to let them have 
ships were then present; but principally for | the Memorial in writing which he had taken; 
that his lordship knew, and willingly acknow- | since they of the other house had delivered in 
ledged, he was no way able, in any degree, to | their suit, or Petition, in the same manner. 
deliver it in such sort as his maj. spake it. To this he answered, Vhat forasmuch as the 
The Earl of Berkshires Submession.] The | paper, on which he took the said Memorial 
Jord Berkshire’s Submission having heen deli- | was small, and unfit for public perusal, he de- 
vered in writing, # was openly read in hec | sired he might have time, tll. to-morrow, to 
verha: ** My lords, FT am wonderful sorry to | perfect his said notes.”—The question being 
have so overshot myself, as to have done any | then put, Whether they should be delivered 
thing that distasted justly the hottsc; espe-| in the manner the chancellor mentioned? Ie 
cially, at such a time as his highness was | passed in the attirmative. The lord Hunsden 
therein; which [ desire your lordships to con- | moved, that the original should remain with 
ceive to have procecded out of sudden passion, | the clerk of this house, but was not seconded. 
in respect of @ conceit and apprehension of ; Nothing material happening to come before 
some distaste given me. But still I submit | the Lords tur some days, we shall now relate 
myself to your lordships grave aud wise cen- | what was passing i the House of Commons 
sure, humbly requesting your lordships to ac- | during this time. , 
cept of this, as satisfaction, from him that will | | Debate in the Commons as to Recusants.] 
ever be, your lordships humble servant, F.| Feb. 5. Sir James Perrot moved, ‘ That all 
Herkshire.’— The lord -Berkshire was then | the members of the house might take the Com- 
called, and being directed to stand-up, from | munion; which was a touchstone of their 
his knecs, the Lord Chancellor spoke to this | faith.” Sir Edw, Gyles moved tor “ liberty 
effect: “ My lord of Berkshire, when you| of Speech, but not to admit extravagant 
were last here you heard of yeur fault and | speeches; and that such should be punished 
punishment, now you shall of your release-| in that house. That there were many Popish 
ment: the lords having understood and nobly | Recusants, and multitudes ot Jesuits and &e- 
considered of your Submission; and the party, | minaries, ready for mischief, in and about this 
especially sriéved, being a suitor for your dis-| city. ‘That their malice encreased with their 
charge, whereunto all their lordships have | namber, Put the house in anind of the gun- 
yielded; with this, that a public reconcile- | powder-plot. Moved to petition the king to 
ment and satisfaction be made between you.” | put the laws in execution against them.” This 
The lord Berkshire then went to the Prince at | motion was seconded by sir Jerome Horsey, 
the upper end of the house, and, on his knees, | who moved, “ That 4 or 6 of that house might 
said somewhat in a low voice to him; it was} be appointed to search the vaults and cellars, 
not heard by the rest of the Idrds, but thought | under the parliament house, twice a week. 
to be an acknowledyment and submission for, Their numbers hereabouts might prove dan- 
his offence committed in his highness’s pre- | yerous; and their malice like to be the prin+ 
sence. Afterwards the lord Scroop went trom | cipal cause of the ruin of the king of Bohemia. 
his place to the Prince, and there, in pre- ‘Their making bonfires and rejoicing at it. But 
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sence of his highness and many of the lords | hoped that the king yet remained the Lord’s 
standing by, the aforesaid two lords were re- | Anointed, and that he would be again estab- 
eonciled. The lord chance. being returned to | lished; and be the means to ruin the Pope. 
his place, openly rehearsed this matter to the | ‘Chat they that eat their God would eat us, &c.” 
house; and added, that if either of the said | These and many such expressions wene throws 
jords, so reconciled, should at any time here-| out against the Papists. snd it was at lest 
after, do, ot offer to the other, anv wrong, | agreed for a Conference with the Lords & 
contsary to this reconcilement, the party so | join with therm in a Petition to the king to-pm 
 offeritting would be deemed guilty of an bigh | the laws.in forve against tem, 
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Debute on the Supply.] Mr. Secretary 
Calzert put the house in mind of what this 
parliament was principally called for. “ The 
ardua rcgni, mentioned im the writs, were 
to make good laws, and to supply the king’s 
wants; which last was for to keep the 
state from danger and scorn. That this was 
more pressing and now a biceding business; 
therefore, though it was not usual, yet, in re- 
pect to the necessity and rarcness of the case 
to begin first with this. That the king expected 
a Supply, in these his urgent necessitics, and 
especially to recover the patrimony of his chil- 
dren, that the hing’s wauts were known to be 
urgent; and how could it be otherwise, consi- 
dering the vast expences of the Crown, and 
the small means the king had received from his 
subjects; except the Benevulenee, none in 10 
years time.—The king had strove to lessen his 
Expences, being loth to burthen his people ; 
household, navy, ordnance, Ireland, &c. ‘The 
crown not to be suffered to lic under this bur- 
then without help. Dangerous, fot to king 
only, but to kingdom also; fur they are relatives 
not to be disyoincd.—Though the king, tor many 
just causes, had hitherto been neutral for Bu- 
hemia; in respect of conscience, honour, &c. 
Yet, for the Palatinate, ifnot by treaty, he was 
resulved by war to regain it. But this admits 
of no delay, one day’s neglect may overthrow it. 
The state of it now is, thatSpinola hath conquer- 
ed all but Heydelbery and 2 or 3 othicr places ; 
Bohemia defeated ; all the contederate princes 
and countries fallen off, and reduccd to the 
Emperor’s obedience. That this ailair had 
been referred to a Council of War who have 
reported 30,0001. charge for the first year. 
The king already hath borrowed and cmploved 
in that business 100,0001, That an extraordi- 
nary embassage was ready; but the best treaty 
was with sword in hand.—Vhat all Christendom 
was In confusion; Germany, Bohemia, the Low 
Countries, Sweden and Poland; the Turk had 
got the greatest army they ever had, since the 
mine of Sulyman; which was to be ready by 
the ist or March. © This circumstance, alone, Is 
Very important to us; and it is not honourable 
for our king to have his sword in bis sheath, 
when so many are drawu.—For our Grievances 
they are many and just; no body without some 
sures; the king had promised a gracious hear- 
logon that score; and he that will not take 
hold of it, betrayeth his country for which he 
is trusted. Lastly, he moved for a com- 
Inittee.” - 
Sir Wm. Cope spoke next. “ He professed 
his own zeal to further the king’s business ; 
but was against the question for a committee 
at that time. He wished tlis par. had been 
held a year ago ; but now it was sitting tu luok 
what was to be done. ‘Lhat the Supply, grant- 
ed, must be divided; for Bulemia, the Palati- 
nate, and for the kiny’s: other wants; but a 
Committee was, not dit now for any of them. 
That he expected a committee of the whole 
house would sit every afternoon; tu cousider 
ae state of Christendom, England, the state 
OL. 1, 
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of wars, and the best means to.carry them 
on. This to be done by a general cominittee ; 
which will be the greatest terror to the adver- 
sary.” 

The Treasurer of the Houschold said, “ That 
he beseeched the hon. house to consider, that 
never any well-affected subjects had greater 
cause to be pressed and make Supply for pre- 
venting of pressing dangers. “Phat there was 
no doubt of the hine’S wilingness for retri- 
i budion., Open and tree dealing with him, were 

the best means to work upor iis rovel dispo- 

sition. Tie promiscd ail lus own good ofhices 

to further this; and concladed, that whosoever 

doth not so, betvaycth both king and kuug- 

dum,” 

Sir John Davys. “ LT expected not thi 

notion, this day; bute L think it tit, siuce it is 
now moved. All men run together to quench 
a tire; which is our casc. “Though we are nut 
so here; yet the Palatinate Is on fire; Rebgion is 
on fire; and all other countries on fire. Though 
we begin this matter now, we cannot end it so 3. 
though we agree on Subsidies, yet, tlicre must 
be tune for drawing bills, reading and passing 
them; commissions, levying, paying in, &c. 
But this is the greatest causc, the preatest occas, 
sion fur a Supply, since the Conquest. I shall 
meution 4 other causes. 1. For Recovery of 
the Holy-Land. 2. For the redemption of 
Rd. I. 3. For the recovery of France. 4. For 
saving of Ircland; bat, the recovery of the Pa- 
latinate as greater than all.—For the sake of 
Jerusalem, there was a perpetual war, for 100 
years, atleast. Wlenry. IL. gave 50,000 marks 
atthattime. Rd. T. pawned all the jewels and 
demesnes of the crown. Ail this to obcy the 
Pope’s commands and imposture ; which was 
to recover that blessed land the Pope had 
cursed, but, his end, to usurp their temporal 
jurisdiction, We, for the Palatinate, have a 
just title, they none.x—Vor the second. Rd. T. 
his ransom) was 150,000 marks; plate of reli- 
gious houses, chalices, &c. were melted down. 
for it. Vhis was a noble work, and better than 
the French did ; who lett their king here, seve- 
ral years, unransomed, But Religion was not 
then in question, as itis now.—So for the wars 
in France; the title was just, and though reco- 
vered at last, yet there was great expence about 
it. No loss, if it had not been meddled with 
atall. Tut, the Palatinate otherwise; this is 
dangerous to the Low Countries, the United 
Princes, and the whole Protestant imterest.— 
For Ireland, two millions were disbursed; and 
6 Subsidies and 12 fitteenths given here. Yet, 
the loss of Ireland not su dangerous as the Pa- 
latinate; for the Irish would never long have 
endured Spanish tyranny. Therefore, | move 
tor giving this very day; and no duuvt, God 
will bless it.” On the other hand, 

Sir George Moore said, “ That since diverse 
things had been proposed, every man expected 
and required liberty uf speech. A> tree choice 
so free voice. That this was granted in the 
Proclamation betore purl.; and since, by the 
king’s own mouth, We live unde: iaws made 
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by ourselves ; other nations are governed by 
the Civil Law; and, he doubted not but every 
man would keep himself within bounds. That 
Religion avd the Church were the principal 
matters of a parl:; Grievances and Supply the 
next. Parliaments were antiently called to 
relieve Grievances, as appears by the statute of 
Edw. Uk. And many of those wére increased 
in this long intermission. That Esau‘came out 
first, yet Jacob was the Blessing: Therefore, 
he moved, That the Supply and Grievances 
might go hand in hand together; and that a 
committee of the whole house misht be ap- 
pointed, to consider of both; but no speech 
now de quanto.” 

Sir Jumes Perrot. “Tf we differ with our 
equals, to have it done in love; if, with our 
superiors, with respect. Supply and Griev- 
ances to he as twins; to vo together and have 
nu precedency. That there was a Procla- 
mation to restrain speaking of Matters of State, 
and the kimg’s speech confirmed it. There 
was, also, a restraint put on petitioning in re- 
licious matters. Moved for a Petition to the 
king to explain bimself what he intended by 
Matters of State. If Recusants and the like, 
so Monopolies, &c. may come within the com- 
pass of the prerogative: ever, for the Palati- 
_ nate, what to be given, how to be employed, 
&c. may come within compass of Matter of 
State. A committce may form sucha Petition, 
and bring it into the housé to-morrow. Is 
agiunst conference with the Lords; ¢ Frustra 
fit per plura, quod fieri potest per pauciora.’ 
Mic truly honoured all'the Lords im general ; 
but, in the last parl. they rejected conference ; 
if they denied them again it would be a preju- 
dice, Moved for a committee to consider 
ot a Petition to his majesty to the purpose 
above.’ — 

The Muster of the Rolls. “ I commend 
thie last vent.’s speech, but differ from him, in 
sending a message to the king about that which 
he yielded betore, as frecly and fully as could 
- be. hope that none will abuse this liberty of 
speech, and, if they do, that this house would 
punish them for it, before notice be given of it 
to the king- For the necessities of the king- 
dom; all who have spoken have done it.to 
one end; every one hath a special interest in 
it, in regard to his estate, children, &c. He 
speaketh both for king and kingdom, The 
hazard of the king’s grand-children which are 5 
descended from the lady Elizabeth. The re- 
hef is thought necessary by all; the question 
only, of the time when to treat of it. Ifnot 
a aaah wt will do no goud ; necessary delays, 
though begun now, must make it long before 
it be received. I agree that Supply and Gricv- 
ances go together; and that half the house 
may attend one and half the other. Neces- 
sity is a law, against which there is no reason- 
mg. Let both be reported together. The 
king hath more desire to redress our Griev- 
ances, than we to supply him.” 

Sir Edward Coke. “ Virtus silere in con- 
Vivio, vitium in consilio.”’ I joy that all are 
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bent with alacrity against the enemies of God 
and us; Jesuits, Seminaries, and Popish Ca- 
tholics; it was a grievance complained of thé 
8th of this reign, that the laws against Recu- 
sants were not cxécuted; I would have all 
those Griévances, 8 Jac. reviewed, of which 
that was one; if any new increased to take 
special consideration of them. I and Popham 
were 80 days in examination of the Powder- 
Plot at the Tower: The-root of it was out of 
all the countries belonging to the Pope, and 
Faux repented him that he had not done it 
God then, and in 1588, delivered us for reli- 
sion’s sake.—The privileges of the house con- 
cern the whole kingdom ; which, like a eircle 
ends where it began. But take heed, we lose 
not our liberti¢s, by petitioning for liberty to 
treat of Grievances, &c: No proclamation ¢an 
be of force against an act of parl. In Edw, 
Hd.'s tine, a parl. was holden every year, that 
the people might complain of Grevances. If 
a proclamation comes against this; the Jaw 1s 
to be obeyed and not the ptotlamation, The 
4th Hen. VIII. Strowde moved against the 
Stannary court; but was fined after the part. 
and imprisoned by the steward of the Stannary. 
Thereupon, a law ensued, for freedom of speech 
in the house; but it ought to be dorte in due 
and orderly manner, ° My motion is, that the 
Grievances may be set down; thode that are 
nought in radice, or tractu temporis, first. The 
king’s ordinary Charge and Expences much 
about onc; the extraordinary, ever born by 
the subject ; therefore the king can be no 
bergar. And, if all the corn be brought to the 
right mill, I will venture my ‘whole estate, that 
the kmg’s will defray his drdinary chatges. 
Lastly; he moved for a committee of the whole 
house for Grievances; and said the remedying 
them would encourage the house, and enable 
them to increase the Supply.”—After this the 
question waa put, Whether a Petition to the 
king for Prcedam of Speech, against Recusants, 
the business of the Supply, and for Grievances, 
should be referred to a committee of the whole 
house? And it was resolved to go upon them 
that afternoon. 

Debate on the Scarcity of Coin.| Feb. 6. 
Mr. Glanvile saith, that there is a general 
complaint throughout the kingdom of the great 
Scarcity of Monéy; which is @ business worthy 
the consideration of this hoase; and thinketh 
it best to consider, 1. Whether there be such 
want of inoncy or not? 2. What are the 
causes of it. For the fst, he believeth that 
there is a want and scarcity of Coin, because 
of the gencral complaint of all men; for that 
landlords can get no rent of their farmers ; for 
that the price of land 3% fallen from 20 years 
purchase to 18, 16, 14; and, mm some places, 
to 13 and 12 years purchase; and for that the 
mint for coinage hath not gone these 10 or 
12 years. 2. That the reasons and ‘causes of 
the want of money are divers; more than, he 
doubteth, can be foand out, or will be revéal- 
ed. Some say, there is too much coin carried 
northward; that our expences aud cost ‘on fo- 


1194} 
reign eorgmodities and merchandise is another 


cause; and the excess of plate, in so much that 
gentlemen of ordinary fashion will be served in 
plate; and, although this may be thought a 
means to treqsure up silver and gald against a 
time of scarcity ynd yced, yet is there great want 
af it by usyag it. The patent of the East India 

ompany is anather cause of the want of mo- 
ney; tur though they afirm they carry away 
no plate or coin out of this kingdom, but that 
they bave it elsewhere, yet they sell our com- 
modities beyond sea, and from thence carry 
the money they receive fram it into the East 
Indies, and sa they torestal the coming of the 
money hither, 

Sir Win. Spencer, son and heir of the lord 
Spencer, sajth, that there is also a patent pro- 
hibiting any Gold or Silver Lace or Thread to 
be brought from beyond sea hither; a third 
a whereof (as those that are skilful in those 

des say) would make goad bullion; so as, 
there being (as the Patentees themselves cant 
not deny) nade and used of Gold and Silver 

ead and Lace in a yearto the value of 
60,0001. this patent by this means _hindercth 
the importation of so much as would amount 
unto 20,0001. per ann, and then there is em- 
’ ployed to make this 60,000), worth of Gold 
and Silver Thread and Lacé 20,0001. more 
per ann.: so as in all this patent is 40,0001. per 
ann. loss to the kingdom, 

Sir Edw. Sackville saith, that in all busi- 
nesscs of this nature and weight, there is com- 
monly a Petition, and other notes and collec- 
tons. delivered to his maj. pretending a good 
and benefit, that by this suit will accrue both 
to his maj. and to the commonwealth; the 
 eaepenabenegs of which petitions, and other.col- 
ections concerning such businesses, hig maj. 
ever reterreth to some certain referrees; who 
etamine it, and certify lis maj. the vahdity of 
it.. He therefore desircth, that those who 
were referrees in this business, and have certi- 
fied his maj. of the conveniency of it, and have 
thereby so much abused both his maj. and the 
commonwealth, may be known, and that their 
reasons may be examined, to the erfd that they 
may receive the blame and shame of it. 

Sir Giles Mompesson desireth, that the re- 
finers may be called before the committee to 
declare, what they think to be the cause of 
the Scarcity of Coin: and that the merchants 
adveuturers, and others who traftic in those 
parts, whence we have used to receive coin, 
may. also be examined, what is the reason of 
such want of coin. _ 

Sir IW. Stroude moyeth, that none of those 
that are igterested in the Patents aforenamed, 
may be of the committee’ appointed. for consi- 
dering of this business,—A fter which it was re- 
; soleed: Thag all those motions be referred to 
the former of Grievances. 

Sir John Leedes. put out of the House for not 
taking the Outh.]. Feb. 10. Sir John Leedes 
having sat in the house not having taken either 
of the oaths, as others of the house had, and 
was bound to do. by the statute, when as he 
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saw every man thus particularly as before 
make pratestation, that he had taken both the 
oaths, Ac, weut out of the house to the lord 
stuward’s deputies (who were purposely gone 
torth to minister the oaths to sach as had not 
taken them lawfully, fully, &c.) desiring ta 
have the oaths ministered unto him; but they, 
first asking him, whether he had sat in the 
house or no this parl. whereta he answered he 
had; and then they demanding, whether he 
had taken the oath in part or none at all, he 
said none at all, they torbore to give him the 
oath, till they had first acquainted the house 
with it; which they did. 

Mr, Crewe, That sir John Leedes cannot 
serve in parl.; fur then the honse should dis- 
pense with an act of parl. which saith, he whe 
sitteth in the house unsworn shall be accounted 
as a inan not elected or returned, If this had 
been presumption, he should have been sent 
to the Tower: if corruption, that he would re~ 


fuse those oaths, then a heavier punishment 


accerding to the law. But it was not the latter, 
because he, being or having been the king's 
servant, hath taken the oath heretofore, 

Sir John Strangewuyes said, it could not be 


ignorance in him, for that he served in this 


house the last convention; and this parl. there 
hath been so much speech of it, that he could 
not but know the de of it—Upon this 
sir John Leedes was calicd to the bar, where 
he knecled; and then, being bid stand up, he 
confessed he had sat in the house a quarter of 
an hour on Weduesday morning last, being 
unsworn, He was therefore disabled to serve 
in the house for this parl. and a new writ was 


sent forth by course, not order, to make elec-. 
tion of another burgess in his phice; and he 


was discharged without farther punishment, 
paying the scrjeant’s fees, his punishment he- 
ing remitted, because the omission was only. 
bas to negligence. 

Mr. Sheppard, expelled for his Speech con- 
cerning the Subbath.] Feb. 15, Mr. Sheppard, 
on the 2nd reading of “an Act for the keeping 
of the Sabbath, otherwise called Sunday,’ said, 
“ "Phat this bill was idle and indiscreet, first, 
for the title of it. Every one knoweth, that 
Dies Sabbati is Latin tor the Sabbath-day, and 
Dies Sabbati is Saturday, as it 13 taken ia, 
all writs, returns, and amongst lawyers. So. 
as itis no otherwise than if ig should be utled, 
‘an Act tor the observing of Sazurday, other- 
wise called Sunday.’ So much tor the title. 
The body is no better than the head. This is 
first an act made in the spite of the face and 
teeth of the King’s Book, which allows of 
dancing on the Sundays; and king David says, 
‘Let us praise God in a dance.” This is a 
point of divinity, let us leave it to divines; 
and, since king David: and king James bid us 
dance, let not us make a statute against danc- 
ing. He that preferred: this bill was a per- 
turber of the peace, and a Puritan.” Here he 
was staid by command. | 

Sir Tho. Wentworth said, “ That this bill, 
was put in by a worthy membcs, and that the. 
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manner in which it was now so traduced was | prison him. $. To fine him 100]. 4. To ex-: 
not fit to be supported.” _cept him out of.the pardon. 

Sir Geo. Moore said, “ That in every parl.: Mr. Price. If any man has erred in judg- 
sithence he served, there had been bills for’ ment, not of affection, let us not want charity, 
observing the Sabbath. ‘Toinveigh in sucha’ Sir Edw. Coke. That it is in religion as in 
bitter manner against this bill, when in 27th - other things, if a man go too much on the right 
Eliz. a more strict passed, was not sutferable. hand, he goes to superstition, if too much on 
He tor his intemperances ought, as others be-, the Ictt, to profaneness and atheism. And, 
force, to be bronght to the bar. To be first, rake away reverence, you ‘shall never have 
sequestered, and then called to the bar to an- obedience : © maxima charitas, facere justitiam.’ 
swer it.” He wisheth to have such birds crushed in the 
Sir Wor, Cope. Sheppard took oceasion,{ shell; for, if it be permitted to speak against 
from Puritans who keep the Sabbath, to rail} such as prefer bills, we should have none pre- 
against this bill that is for observing the Sab-| ferred. ; 
bath. | Sir Jeremy Horsey. That in 35 Eliz. there 

Sir Edw, Coke, Whatsoever hindercth the | was preferred a bill into this house, that such 
observation of the sanctification of the Sabbath | as came not to church on the Sundays should 
Is against the scripture. pay, for everv Sunday he was absent, 12d.— 

Mr. Crewe. Before a man’s words be out, Mr. Sheppard was then called in to the bar, 
of his mouth they are his own; but, when they ; and there on his knees he heard his sentence, 
are out, they are presently other men’s. viz, © That the house doth remove him from 

Mr. Sheppard answered, “ That he knew ! the service 6f this house, as being unworthy to 
~ nat, nor bad means to know, who preferred | be a member thereat.” 
the bill."—Ile was then commanded by the |  Dehuie on the Patent for Inns, &e.] Feb. 
house to withdraw binself out of the house, { 19. In the Committee of Grievances, Mr. 
which he did accordingly. Noye said; let us enquire, whence grow these 

_ Sir Hen, Anderson. Sheppard’s actions were | Grievances; tor the king hath Ict us know that 
violent. He said, there was a kind of cattle | he is not acquainted with it. Monopolies and 
crept up of late, and wished they might not be | power of dispensation of penal laws are chief 
perturbers of the peace; that Sheppard did ! grounds of all the Gricvances, and this ariseth 
wrong to all the house, and him particularly, | and proceedcth per importunitatem impe- 
who preterred the bill. trantis;’ and theretore let us examine, who 

Sir Lo, Hobby. Sheppard said, that, if aj these are, forthe king by his Book hath pub- 
Puritan be presented to the Ordinary for non- | lished his distate of these importunate suitors: 
conformity, presently a justice of tlic peace | and therefore it is good that we teach them 
would be ready to fly in the ordinary’s face.— | more manners. Betore any patent is passed, 
On the following day, ‘lthere is first a Petition to liis maj. shewing 

Mr. Pymme said, “ We observed 4 offences | what good will accrue to the commonwealth 
that were committed by Sheppard in his | by granting of the same, and what increase of 
Speech. 1. Against him who preferred the | benctit to the king; and what abuses (for want 
bill. 2. Against the justices of peace. 3. His | of such a remedy as they propound) do abound: 
profaneness. 4. Agaiust the laws made by | whereon the king ever reterreth the Petition 
this house, and against the house’s indiscre- ; ‘to some whom his maj. thinketh fittest to cone 
tion. 1. For the first, he said, he that pre- | sider of the petition, both for matter of law, 
ferred the bill was a perturber of the peace. | conveniency, and good of the state and com- 
2. That justices of the peace were maintainers ; monwealth; and thereupon the referrees are 
of puritans, for, if any man complained to the | to certify his maj. the truth of what they think 
Ordinary against a puritan, you should have a | of the petition; and, as they certify for the 
Justice of peace ready to fly into the face of; lawfulness and conveniency and good both of 
him that so complained of them. — 3. That | his maj. and his estate, and the particular geod 
king David said, ¢ Let us praise God in a | of the commonweal, his maj. accordingly grant. 
dance ;’ thereby comparing the dancing about | eth it. Wherefore it is most fit, the referrees 
maypoles, which was forbidden by the statute, | should be examined. Theré are some patents 
to the dancing before the ark; saving, shall we | that in themselves are good and lawful, but 
inhibit dancing, which king David allowed of | abused by the patentces in the execution of 
and commanded? 4. That by this bill was no | them, who perform not the trust reposed m 
other, than to make a law in spite and in the | them from his maj.; and of such a kind is the 
face and teeth of the King’s Book; thereby | Patent for Inns, but ghose that have the exe- 
setting dissention between the king and this | cution abuse it by setting up Inns in forests 
house, which conld not but proceed from some | and bye villages, ‘only to harbour rogues and 
ill ground, and hath ancill object: and farther | thieves; and such as the justices of peace of 
exclaimed against the laws of this house, say- | the shire, who best know where Inns are fittest 
Ing, we made gius, engines, and barricadoes | to be, and who best descrve to have licenses 
azamst papists, und not so much as a mouse- | for them, have suppressed from keeping of ale- 
trap against a puritan.—For the punishments | houses; for none 1s now refused, that will make 
there were 4 points. 1. To pronounce him an | a good composition. ‘There are also some, 
unworthy member of this house. 2. To im- | who have gotten a power to dispense with the 
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statute of Vagabonds, Rogues, &c. and so 
make themselves dispensers of the rovalties 


tent Is granted for toll, leets, warrens, markets, 
&c. and set up bills of it on posts, hike new 
physicians that are new come to town, making 
merchandises of it. Seeing all those new pro- 
Jectors do all things against the king’s inten- 
tion, which is nothing ‘less than to enieve his 
suljects, it were good to send for them and 
examine them; and, if they have done well, to 
encuurage them, it ill, to punish them. 

Sir kde. Coke. ‘Yhere ts prerogative indis- 
putable, and prerogative disputable,  Prero- 
gative indisputable, is that the king hath to 
make war: disputable prerogative is: ticd to 
the Jaws of England; where the king also 
hath divers prerogatives, as ¢ nullm tempus,’ 
&c. None ofall these Monopolies but have tine 
examples. There are 3 sorts of patents. Ist. 
Directly against the law: 2d. good in law, 
but ill in execution: 
nor execution. 
of justice, which the laws have trusted the | 
king withal, is given to a subject; and the | 
king saith in bis Book, that all grants of Mono- 
polies, and dispensations of penal laws are 
void in law: when the king eranteth his power 
to a subject, the commonwealth rues for it; 
and of this kind are old debts, For remedy 
of this that a course be taken, that, if debts 
owing to the king are not called for withina 
time, then to be lost. Of the 2nd kind are 
Patents for Inns. A 3rd are those which are 
neither good in law nor execution; and these 
are concealments, which are dishotiourable to 
the king, for no subject may do it; and indeed 
the king never knows of it, the sole fault 
whereof lies in the referrees; and for this a 
bill should be drawn, that if the king hath been 
out of posscssion 60 vears, and not recovered 
any reut for it within that time, then not to 
be recovered by the king as a concealment. 
Monopulies are now grown like Hydras’ heads: 
they grow up as fast as they are cut off, All 
new oilices raise the prices of things. In 4 
Hen. 7, a dispensation was granted, that some 
should not pay Subsidies: this was after re- 

ealed by act of parl. for otherwise it would 


only proper for the king himselt.— The like pa- | 


have paid, sceing others freed. He shewed 
that all the kings, from Edw. IIT. to this king 
have granted Monopolies ; and, even in queen 
Elizabeth’s time, there were some granted 
Sir Kd. Mompesson and one Rob. Alexander 
procured of queen Ehz,a Patent for the sole 
transporting of anise-seed. Monopolies hav 
been granted heretotore ‘de vento & sole 
that in Devonshire and Cornwall a patent was 
granted, that none should dry pilchards-but 
those patenteces. 

Mr. Alford, That this was the first parl. that 
ever he saw counsellors of state have such 


care of the state. 1 Edw. Tf. © Est jus regium j of silver and gold. 


revocare’ all Patents ; and .that we should de- 

sire his maj. tu extend his prerogative to sup- 

press all the patents, and let us fall upon them 
{ 


3d. neither “good n lav | cerning the scarcity of money. 
For the first, when the sword : 


a ER CRS ce a 


ave grown so conunon, that no man S| 
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that have thus by importunity procured them 
patents. And first, conceruing the Patent 
tur Inns, every poor man that taketh in but, 
a horse on a market day 1s presently sent for 
up to Westininster and ‘sued, unless he com- 
pound with these patentees: and all ancient 
Innkeepers, if they will not compound, are 
presently sued at Westininster for enlargement 
of their house, if they but sect up a new post, 
or alittle hovel more thanof ancient was there. 
And instead of reformation of abuses, this pa- 
tent doth but raise reckonimys on the poor 
traveller; and, instead of restraining the num- 
ber of Innkeepe rs, at Bath, where there wont 
to be but 6, and the town desired sir Giles 
Mompesson there might not be more, yet he 
increased them gradatim, from 6 to 20 Inn- 
keepers. 

Debate on the Scarcity of Money.] Feb. 
26. Sir Kdzwin Sandys said, he remembered , 
the kine’s recommendatinn to this house con- 
He laboured 
to shew the necessity of considering of this 
point. And first bevinueth to shes. the want 
of the husbandman and handverattsman ; the 
one cannot be set to work, and, for the other, 
the looms are laid down almost every where 3 
and every loom maintuins in work 40 men ; 
and so many men are now, for want of money 
in this kingdom, us it were turned out of the 
inheritance of their hands. ‘The want in the 
Qnd sort of men, viz. yeomen; they dikewise 
break their conditions, covenants, and bonds, 
not (thanks be to God) tor want of fruits of 
the earth, but for want of money; and the 
fairs also of the kingdom are at a stand, The 
want of money in the Srd sort, viz. gentlemen; 
they hv this means want their rent. There is 
no distemper like to that of want, which hath 
no Jaws or bouuds. 

Sir Win. Herrick. There was wont to be 
coined 300,000. per ann. tor 20 years toge- 
ther; and, since the East India Company was 
set up, there hath not heen comed above 
20,6001. i any year, That the Goldsmiths 
trade, having been incorporated these 400 
vears, is now, for want of bullion and outland- 
ish coin, clean decayed: that there was more 
plate made in the 7 last years of Fiz. than 
hath been these 7 vears last past, by much; 
and therefore the Goldsmiths making of plate 
Is not the cause of want of coins Ww hich, note 
withstanding the greater quantity that was 
made in the late qneen’s time than 1s now, 
was yet plentiful enough. The shew of the 
Goldsmitl’s shops in Cheapside is the greatest 
in Christendom. There are now above 20 
shops set up. ‘ 

Sav Edw. Cole Newerh: that there were two 
things that principally concern and enercase 
kingdums and commonwealths, viz. soldicrs 
and money. That there was coined from the 
1 Eliz. unto 16 Jac. nine millions and a half 
Sheweth further, that 
there are 7 Causes of want of Money and 
Coin in this kingdom.—1. Money turned into 
plate.—-2. Gold folia tbat is employed in gild- 
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wg of thinys.—3. Change of Money, or silver 
betug much undervalucd by us here of that 
our gold 3 which was rabed; and so was 
wart our silver, and also all our meney passeth 
at lower rates here, than it duth beyond sea m 
other countries. —4. The East Lidia Company, 
who had hiccace to transport 100,000]. at their 
first sctuing up; and albeit they do not, since 
that time carry out of the kingdom any imore 
English money, vet they intercept the dollars 
and other money that would otherwise come 
into this kingdom, and briag in for it nething 


8 To look out the bills of Grace; wherein his, 
maj. was graciously pleased ta 
mect us tore than half way. 
Sir Henry Povle addeth, that oue other 
cause of want of money is, that there is sq 
much conveycd imto Scutland; and therefore 


i wisheth some course riay be taken to prohibit 


| 
' 
h 


that it be not transported thence beyond the 
seas. : 

Sir Dudley Digaes. The East India Co, 
doth not export above 30,0001; and that the 
cause that the Mint standeth stil is, that the 


but toys and trifles.—35. The goods imported | state giveth not valuation to money. 


exceed the goods exported, and tnergtore there 
must necds go forth of oy coin to pay for the 


{ 


The Master ef the Wards, Ifthe value of tha 
Importation of the East India Co. do exceed, 


surplusaze.—6. The French merchants for | the value of the merchandizes exported, then 


wine carry forth 80,0001. per ana. and bring in 
nothing but wines and face, dnd such ike 
trilles-—7. The Patent tor Gold and Silver 
lace, which not only wastes aid consumes our 
bullion and coi, but hindcreth the bringing of 
Bny into the kingdom ; which was went to be 
so much as would yicld 20,00Ul. per anu. of 
good bulliqn. 

Mr. Secretary addeth an 8th cause, and that 
ig the greet number of cattle that are every 
year brought out of Ireland, for which much, 
and only money 's 6x ported out of tis kingdom. 

Sir John Strangewaycs. There ig 100,000 
head of cattle brought every vear out of Ire- 
land; which are here sald, soine for 40s. others 
for 31. a piece; and they that sell them will 
have no payment but in money. 

Sir Edwin. Sundys divideth the causes af 
Want of Money in thig kingdom into 3 geucral 
beads.—1. The Want of Importation of Coin 
into the kingdom. ¢. The Abundance of Ex- 
portation of coin out of the kingdom. 3. The 


great Consumption of Mcucy in the kingdom. | 


For the first, there was wont to come out of 
Spain a yrcat mass of muney, to the value of 
100,000I.. per ann. for our cloths and other 
merchandises, and now we have trom thence, 
for all our cloths and merchandises nothing 
but tgbacco :. nay, that will nox pay for all the 
tobacco we have from thence, but they have 
‘more from us in moncy every year 20,000). 
So there gues out of this kingdom as gaod as 
120,000]. for tubacco every year. ‘There is 
an edict at Rochelle, that none shall nnport 
any Gascoign wines into their town, until their 
own country wincs are sold; and yet we per- 
mit other countries to inport into our kipydom 
foreign corn, to the great hindrance of tlie 
sale of that which is grown here amongst us. 
Mr. Crewe. There is, as hath been alledyed, 
q great confluence of causes of the Scarcity of 
Money; and ¢ felix qui potuit rerum cognos- 
cere causas.’ I think the stock of money that 
~was wont to be employed out of the bulk of 
the Datchmen’s money is a great cause of this 
sudden damp and scarcity of money in the 
kingdom. We have in hand 3 great businesses 
of state, and for the good of this common- 
wealth. ‘The first. is ta sweep the house of 
parliament of the Monopolies. 2. To know 
the cause of tuc waut of mouucy in the land. 


oom 


‘yon of money in the kingdom. 


we may assure ourselves (as also of all other 
traticks and trades) that there bath been mo4 
ney exported. 

Sir Lidice. Giles. The year that [ was sheriff 
of Devonshire, and so almost every veay, there 
vocth out of Devonshire tor corn 100,0001. 
perann.; forthere is not much grown in that 
county, which 1s very popuivus, by reason of 
the nutaber that are sct on work there in mak 
lug that country kersies. 

Sir Tio, Rowe. ‘That money goeth here at 
so low a rate, of yhat at doth w fureign couns 
tries (and foreign coin being prohibited here) 
so that none can bring im any foreign money 


hither, but he shall lose by it; which makes, 


all such as come hither bring with them bills 


of exchange; whereas, otherwise they would 
bring with them moncy; and most of these 


strangers carry forth of this kingdom’s money, 


The East India Co. carrieth not out of Europa 


30,0001. per ann. money merchandize. A due 
proportion ought ta be between gold and sil-_ 


ver, ‘The staudard of silver is not alike bere 
with other countries. The Dutch raise and 
fall their money at their pleasure. Any that 


shall bring in moncy here shall lose 8 per cent. 


—It was then ordered, = That a Comunittce 
of the whole house shall sit every Tuesday, to, 
consider of the causes of Want of Money, and 


that they shall have power to send for any, 


this business.”” 
In a Comuuttee on the above bu. 


man or books concernm 

Feb. 27. 
SINess, 

Sir Wm. Herrick, who was once a guld- 
smith, saith, that there is most years carried 
into Paland, 50,0001. 

Sir Edw, Coke. ‘That 10,000l. per ann. was 
wasted by meltcrs of gold. | 

Sir Edw, Sandys. There are $ principal 
causes of Want of Money in the kingdom. 
1. Detect of Importation of money. 2. Ex- 
cess of Exportation of money. 3. Cunsump- 
Merchandize 
and money is all one in matter of Importation 
and Exportation, but in matter of consump- 
tion money is the clief. ‘The fountain of moncy 
is Spain. By twathck we have had heretofore 
out of Spain, every year, 100,0001. per ann. 
hesides the wines and other commodities wa 
have had fram thence in exchange of our mer- 
chandizes. It is lawful to bring money oyt of 


say, he wauld . 
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Spain for victuals, although it be prohibited 
utherwise. The cause we bring not money 
nut of Spain, is, for that we have our return 
in tobacco; which, if we would bring out of 
other places, which are under the protection 
of our king, we should have more money trom 
Spain. The Summer Islands and Virginia have 
plenty of tobacco, and it grows every year bet- 
ter than other; ior that country tobacco was 
ttorth 2 years since but 4s. the pound, and it 
is now su much bettered, as it was sold this 
last vear for 8s. That it will be ‘a double pro- 
fit to us tu divert the bringing in of tobacco 
out of Spaii, and to cause it to be brought out 
of Virvinia and the Summer dslands; for there- 
by we shall enrich those countries under our 
donunion, dnd also England shall be better 
stored with money, when we will not take our 
retuin for our merchandize in tobacco, but ia 
coin or bullion, as we were wont to do. 

Mr. Juwerson, The great concourse of 
strange Bottoms, that bring in out of other 
countries merchandize, do carry forth, as it is 
to be doubted, nothing but money. And also 
the high rate and price of the Mint for coining 
i$ a great cause also that it gocth not. Thar. 
the [east part that the East India Co. hath 
spent is gone forth in money or coin. There 
is much money transported into ‘Tarkey, for 
which there is brought into the kingdum no- 
thing but currants, silks, and indigo. 

Sir Nath. Riche. Vhe defect of trading into 

the West Indies, as in the time of Eliz. is a 
cause that there is a greater Scarcity of Mo- 
nev than there then was. Another cause is, 
the great impositions laid on cloth, ag the pre- 
termitted custum and the like: and that the 
want of the pice of wools Is a great cause of 
the want of money. The importation of salt 
out of France is another cause of it, for the 
French do carry away for their salt nothing 
but our gold and silver, In Spain our mer- 
chants aré paid in brass, aid to change that 
into silver or gold they lose 13 of the 100. 

Mr. Guy. There 1s not now so much lead 
digved as was wont to be, fur that the tax that 
is imposed on it is so great. At a monastery 
in Liege and Brusscls there js an abundance of 
English coin; wherefore it were good that or- 
der were taken that so much money be not 
transported out of England by strangers ur 
others. | 
"Sir John Walter. The proclamation in the 
lord treasurer Salisbury’s time, that no foreign 
coin should be current here with us, 18 a great 
cause of the Scarcity of Money. Before this 
we had much coin came in out of Spain, 

ratice, Germany, and the Low Countries. — 
Sir Foulk Greville, chanc. of the exchegq. 
The under valuation and difference of the 
standard for money, is as well the cause that 
foreign coin 13 not rouptit In, as i8 the pro- 
clamation which did command that no foreign 
should be brought in. 

The Muster of the Wards. The Merchants 
Adventurers Customs, which were wont to be, 
37,0001. are now comme to be but 27,0001. per 


ann.; so there was 10,000]. loss to the Kiig 
and kingdom, and proportionably there must 
be 200,0001. per ann. less brought in than 
there was wont to be. The French do import 
much more than they export. The: Turkey 
Co. do carry forth more col than the East In- 
dia Co. 

Mr. Secretary. There may not be a prohi- 
bition that any tobacco should be brought out 
of Spain; for then the Spaniard will prohibit 
the bringing of some other merchandize, which 
is more needful for us to veut, and tuo have 
from them: for that, by the Treaty with Spaia, 
all free trade and urathck uscd at the time of 
the treaty is to be allowed and used to buth 
kingdoms, aud their merchants, or others, for 
each other’s *commoditics, Teretofore the 
Spaniard was wont to fetch our commodities, 
and lay us down money for it; and they have 
nore need to seck orn merchandize, than we 
theirs: nay, it would be happy tor this king- 
dom if Spain would prohibit the sale of their 
merchandize to our Engashimerchants; for the 
merchandizes brought from thence are’ not 
needful to us, but they are only superfluous 
commodities; and the Spaniards would gladly 
give us money for our commadlitics, rather 
than go without thei, being indeed’ such as 
they cannot want.—It was hereon resolved by 
the House, that the [Importation of Tobacco 
ont of Spain is one rcason of the Scarcity of 
Money in this kingdom. 

March 1. Mr. Hackwill reporteth from this 
committee, that in-their examination of sir Giles 
Mompesson’s business, they found the headsand 
extent of his offences to multiply, and they 
thercfure desire a present message to the 
Lords. | 

Sir Edw. Coke. There are in my observa- 
tion 6 kinds of men, that never thrive or pros- 
per. 1. Alchyimst; for ‘ omne vertitur in fu- 
mum’ with him. 2. Monopolizer; for he en- 
grosseth to himself what should be free for all 
men, $8. Promoter, who for the most part 
lives upon the spoil of poormen. 4. Cons 
cealment-monger, or he that gets Conceal- 
ments. 5. Depopular, who turns all out of 
dvors, and keeps none but a shepherd and his 
dog. 6. New Projector, who is lately started 
up. 
March 2. Mr.° Hackzill, concerning sir 
Giles Mompesson, reported, that the Com- 
mittee of Grievances is of opinion, that a mes 
sage should be sent to acquaint the Lords, 
that we have discovered matters and offences 
tending to the wrong of his maj. in his justice, 
honour, and estate, to the disinheritance of 
his maj.’s subjects, and the corruption of the 
commonwealth, and this by a man of quality; 
and therefore we thought it fit to pray a con- 
ference with their lordships. 

Proceedings against sir Giles Mommpesson, a 
Monopolist and Patentee.}] We shall tiow pre- 
sent the readcr with a’narrative of the pro- 
ceedings against sir Giles Mompesson, a mein- 
ber of parl. a Projector, and a great Dealer and 


Patentee, ‘Fins man the commmons convened ——_— 
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before them, aud ordered him into custody of 
the serjeant at arms; but he, being conscious 
of his guilt, found means to make his escape 
and fled beyond sca. The particalars of this 
affair will best wppear from the Journals of the 
Lords, to whom the commons carried their 
complaint against the said sir Giles, and others 
concerned with him in the execution of lis 
projects: all the judicial proceedings both 
agaist this man, and others of much higher 
rank, in the sequel, being transacted before 
this supreme Court of Judicatare. We shall 
therefore now return back to the Journals of 
the Lords where we left off, in the diurnal ac- 
count from that authority. 

March 3. -A Message from the Lower 
Ilouse was delivered to the Lords by sir Edw. 
Coke, attended by several knights, citizens and 
burgesses, tu this ‘eflect --—“© That the House of 
Commons had entered into a due considera- 
tion of divers heavy Grievances, and do desire 
a Conference about them; leaving the time, 
number and place to their lordships appoiut- 

ment. Me further added, as part of what 
they had enjoined him to say, that whilst their 
_ house was thus, amongst themsely es, in \ treaty 
and advice, the principal Offender, sir Giles 
Mompesson, was escaped. Therefore, the Com- 
mons did desire strict scrutiny should be made 
for finding Link out within the realm.” The 
messengers being withdrawn, the Lords itgrced 
to the conference; the number, the whole 
house; the time and place, March Sth, at 2 in 
the afternoon, in the Painted Chamber. Sir 
Edw. Coke - aud the rest were avain called, 
and the lord chancellor acquainted them, That 
the hodse had agreed tu meet with the Com- 
mons, as above ; and that their lordships would 
give their best aid and assistance for tinding vut 


the offender. On which answer, sir Edw. desired. 


to explain his message a little further; aud de- 
clared that the Commons were not fully pro- 
vided for a conference suv soon: but that his 
meaning was, That if their lordships would be 
pleased tu yield to vuc, then the other house 
would prepare the business so ws it might give 
least interruption to their lurdships greater 
alfairs: and, when they were re: dy, would re- 
turn and acquaint their lordships with it. The 
chancellor answered, Vhat the Lords would 
suspend the. time, ull he Cunmumons were ready 
foy the Conference, 

Severals proposals were then made for the 
apprehending of sir Giles Mompesson; aud a 
Message was sent to the Lower House to ic- 
quaint them, “ That they bad appointed a 
committee of 40 lords, of which the Prince was 

the first, to conter with a number of the Come 
mons, Nowediately, about that point.” The 
lord Zouch, warden of the Cinque-Ports, was 
ordered to send his warrant thither, to search 
for and apprehend the said sir Giles, it he should 
attempt to escape that way. The two lords 

residents, of Wales and of the Council at 
Fork, were ordered to cause strict search to be 
mae i In ile several ports under their charge, 


The Jord treasurer had une game charge given 
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him, to take care that all officers of the customs 
and other officers, within the ports, havens and: 
creeks of this land, be warned of this business. 
Lastly, orders, were given to the lord-admiral 
that he should instruct all vicc-admirals and 
other maritune othcers under his jurisdiction, 
tu make the like search tor this extraordinary 
runacate, 

All these orders and directions of the Lords 
being told to the Committee of the Commons, 
they approved of them, with thanks ; and only 
desired that a more private search unght be 
made tor the offender. Accordingly, a war- 

‘ant was ordered to be drawn, as from the 
Lords, and signed by the chancellor, as their 
Speaker ; and the lord chamberlain, the earls 
of Arundcle and Southampton, the lords Huns- 
den and Houghton, were appointed tor that 
purpose. Which warrant, was ordered to be 
directed to the deputy-clerk of the crown, and 
clerk of parl. and to all mayors, bailiffs, &c.— 
In the midst of these orders and directions, the 
Jord-admiral, the marq. of Baekingham, de- 
clared openly to the house how much he had 
been deceived and abused by this oifender, sir 
Giles Mumpesson; who, but very lately, bad 
wrote to lim, protesting his innocency, aftirm- 
ing that what was objected against him was but 
matter of cavil, and that he desired only a le- 
gal trial by due course of law. 

March 5th. The Lord Chancellor acquainted 
the Lords, that the deputy-clerk of the crown, 
and the clerk of parl. with others had, according 
to their lordships direction, made search into 
the several houses of sir G. Momipesson, sir 
Fra. Mitchell, and in the house called and used 
as for the exercise and execution of letters pa- 
tents, concerning Gold aud Silver Thread, xc. 
m W vodstreet : sand that in each search the 

suid clerks had brought away divers books and 
Writ Ings, concerning such matters wher ewith the 

said sir Giles standeth charged ; which they had 

sealed up, according tu the direction of the 
house. “Phe Jords ordered that the said things 
su sealed up; should be satcly kept by the clerk 
of parleuntil thei lordships should be pleased 
to vive furthberdirecuion, about dchvermy them 
to such members of that house as should be 
assigned to receive the sid books and papers, 
fur thie better manifestation of te truth in such 
utters as the said sir Giles stoud charged 
with, 

Motion for aa Academy for Youth of Qua- 
lity] The sume dae the ford-admiral Buck- 
invham, moved, ‘ That since the acc 
of “Youth, especiily uf Quality and Worth, | 
a Matter of great COMSEqUENCE 5 therefore to 
provide that such persons, in their tender 
years, do not spend their time fruitlessly, about 
the town or clsewhere, his lordship wished that 
sume good and fit course might be taken for 
the erection and maintenance “of an Academy, 
for the breeding and bringing up uf the nobi- 
lity and gentry of this kingdom, lu heir younger 
and tender age: and fora free and voluntary 
cor tribution, - from persuns of honour and qua- 
lity, for that purpose.” This motion (says the 


~ 
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Journal) was generally liked and commended, 
and many grave and judicious speechcs were 
used, by several lords, touching the most con- 
siderable and material points, and the perfect 
accomplishments of this most honourable pro- 
ject. Some concerning the place’ where such 
an Academy should be placed aud erected ; 
others, what qualiticatiuns, arts, sciences and 
exercises should be there tauglht-and practised ; 
then, how to be maintained ; and to what kind 
of young gentlemen freedom shall be given to 
resort to live there as they shall please, with 
other circumstances. And, in order that the 
matters and points aforesaid might, with more 
conveniency, be opened and discussed, the 
house was adjourned during pleasure. 

Further Proceedings against sir Giles Mom- 
pesson.]| March6. ‘Che Lords received a mes- 
sage from the Commons, “ That they had taken 
notice of some warrants, issued by their lord- 
ships, for search in certain places for papers 
concerning sir Giles Mompesson. That the par- 
ties, therein employcd, had found and brought 
in certain papers sealed up, also, a trunk and a 
bag in which other papers and books arc sealed 
up, which they desire may be delivered to them. 
That one question had becn made by the per- 
sons so employed, concerning their power, and 
they desire further warrant, trom the lords, to 
a ei them to open locks, duors or chests, 
that their search may be more enlarged.” 
Answer, “ That the Lords do grant the request 
of the Commons in all its points; and will give 
direction tor the proper additional words to be 
added to the warrant.” 

March 12th. ‘The Lord Chancellor reported 
what passed ut the last Conterence of both 
Houses; the inducement of which was, to 
clear the king’s honour touching Grants to sir 
Giles Mompesson, and the means of procuring 
the same. The effect of this Conference was, 
“ That the king, on the Petition of the said sir 
Giles, to have a Patent to reform abuses in 
divers innkcepers, and a warrant tocompound 
fur the penalty of obsolete laws touchiog the 
prices of horse-imeat, had referred the same to 
several juducs, for the pointof law; and to di- 
vers lords, tur the point of conveniency. 
his maj. had shewn the like care, in granting 
the Patent tor Monopoly of the sole making of 
Gold and Silver Thread. That sir Henry Yel- 
verton, attorney-general tu the king, had ad- 
vised the same to be returned into his maj.’s 
own hands, and then bv indentures to autho- 
rize divers persons to manage it; but that this 
also was referred by his mj. to the consider- 
ation of several of his council. That the be- 
neht arising to the king was made over to 
others, pro tempore ; that.the authority grant- 
ed by the king, was much abused in the exe- 
cation thereof, to the intulerable 
the subject; and, lastly, that much imposture 
was used in the trade.” 

Order to preaent Lords from speaking in 
their own Defence at Committees, $c.] The 
Lord Chamberlain then stood up, and declared 
to the houge, “ That, at the suid Conference 


-Vor.1. ” 


That: 


rievance of. 


with the Commons, two great lords, meaning 
the lord chanc. and the lord treasurer, spoke in 
their own defence, not being allowed so to do, 
when committees are named, and the said 
conference directed and limited by this house ; 
which was against the antient orders thereof. 
Therefore his lordship moved that an Order 
may now be entered to prevent the like here- 
atter.” The motion. was agreed to, with this: 
addition, “‘ Phat the said lords should give 
the house satistaction, by an acknowledgment 
uf their error herein.”—Whercupon the Lord - 
Chancellor Bacon removing again to his seat as 
a peer, did acknowledge, that contrary to the 
orders of the house, he had spuken, at the last: 
conference, more than be had direction from 
the house to do, and owned that he had erred 
therein. Which acknowledgment the Lords, 
in general, accepted of. ‘Lhe ‘lreasurer also 
did the same; and then it was particularly or- 
dered that these acknowledgments should be 
entered in the Journels, Moved by the lord 
Spencer and agreed to, “ That no Lords of 
this house are to be called Great Lords, be- 
cause they are all Peers.” 2 

The Lords taking into consideration the 
Grievances coroplained of by the Commons, it: 
was agreed, That a sclect coimmittee should 
be chosen to conter with that house, as well to 
demand of them such letters-patent, comus- 
sious, Warrants, examinations and other wri- 
tings, which concerned the Grievances; as 
also to receive, by word of mouth, such further 
informations as might conduce ty the proving 
of such Grievances as they had complained of. 

A Message was then sent to the Commons 
to desire aconference, and ufter a lung stay, 
Answer returned, That they accepted of their 
lordships motion, and would appoint 50 of 
their house toineet them at 9 in the morning. 
That their committee should bring with them 
all the letters-patent, &c. which the Lords re- 
quired to see concerning the Grievances ; and 
should likewise inform their lordships of such 
other verbal proofs, which they had received 
abyut them. 

Report concerning Protestation upon Honor. 
The same day, the earl of Arundel reporte 
to the house, “ That on the 11th inst. the. 
Lords Comuiittees for Privileges, &c. attended 
his maj. according to order, and that his maj. 
was pleased to rest satisfied, as well in their 
enquiring of privilcges, belonging to the peers,. 
as also that they did no ways trench into the 
royal prerogative, as the judges had suggested, 
unto the said committee. His lordship turther 
reported, That his maj. was pleased, of himself, 
to take notice, That he understood the peers 
conceived it a: privilege, belonging unto them, 
to protest only upon their honours, and not to 
be put to their oaths, in suits, as ordiuary sub- 
jects were.” ‘To which the Lords answered, 
“¢ That it was very true the house had taken 
consideration of it; and tound much cause to 
think, that in the time of divers of his royal 
progenitors they had enjoycd that privilege, 
which they thought the practice of lever times 

4H. 


‘ 
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had invaded, to their disadvantage; by en- 
croaching upon it by litde and hele, when 
they were not careful of it. But withal, they 
told his maj. that this was no part of their 
errand to him; and therefore besought him 
“to conceive, that what they spoke was only as 
private men, who were no way authorized, at 
- this time, in these points, from the house. His 
maj. said, “ ‘That he understood it so, but de- 
sired them to answer him one question inge- 
nuously, which was, Whether they thought 
-Protestation, upon Honour or Oath, to -bind 
thein more.” ‘To which the Lords all answer- 
ed, una voce, That they conceived protesta- 
tion, upon honour, to bind more than oath did ; 
as being the same before God and betore the 
world; and, in regard to the trust ‘given to 
their degree, a far greater charge. Aduing, 
that they conceived the constant and undoubt- 
ei usage of trying peers, for their honours, 
hivod, lives and estates, upon their honour 
only, did plamly prove it; and that: they 
tho.ight no past age had produced any example 
of inconvemence in the practice of it. His 
maj. seemed fully satisfied, and-bid thern tell 
‘the. house from him, “ That he willingly agreed 
to tlis privilege, so as they would take care 
the common yustice of this kingdom might not 
suffer in aw. And that he was so far from di- 
-minishiog their privileges, that he would rather 
add unto them any that were fit.” 
: March 13. ‘The names of the committee 
for the Conference, to be had this morning, 
- with the Commons, were read. Moved by 
the carl of Arundele, “ That the whole house 
(us a committee) might consider of the business 
now to be handled, in the Conference, with 
the Commons; which wag gencrally agreed to. 
Whereupon the Lord Chancellor, moving trom 
his place to his seat asa peer, after long de- 
bate, It was concluded and agreed to, That the 
lord chamberlain should begin the said Con- 
ference, and that it shall be lawful for any of 
‘the Lords of the said committee frecly to ques- 
tion with the Commons; to this intent only, to 
be informed of their proofs of the Grievances 


oi which they complain; and, to that end, to |’ 


witer into disputes and arguments with them, 
wnd to appoint another inceting, if the cause 
shall so require. [t was further agreed, “ That 
the attorney-ceneral should be assistant to the 
said Lords of the committee ; and should take 
“notes of the proots produced in the conference; 
and that any lord might also take notes thereot, 
and compare the same with others, The lord 
chamberlain to make report ‘thereof to ‘the 
house.” —At the return of the -Committeé 
from the conference, the lord chamberlain re- 
ported, That the committee of the Lower 
House desired to be excused from entering 
ito verbal. information asd disputes, fur that 
they had no authority so todo. ut that they 
‘humbly dasired: leave to return to their house 
for such aathority, and to meet again upon the 
same busiiess.”” + 4 
* +. Fo the Scurnals of the Commons of this dav, 
. anmentry; “ That when-tir Edw, Coke made 


“ 


v 


the Report of this last Conference, in that 
house; -he told them, That their proceedings 
were highly applauded, both by the Prince 
and all the Lords: And the lord of Backs, 
having leave to speak, delivered himself to 
this effect: he first said, “ That the king was 
both passive and active in these affairs : passive 
by his maj.'’s gracious acceptance of these 
proceedings in parl. which was plain that the 
king loved plainness: active in that he strikes 
whilst the iron is hot ; and since the king was 
willing to grant all we can ask, let us leave 
forinality and ask real things. That, tor hus 
own part, ‘since he bad been righted in their 
house, he would do all his best endeavours to 
further the good both of king and kingdom; 


-which could not be severed. That now he 


knew the wisdom of parliaments, he would 
submit himself to be a scholar to them. That 
two of his brothers being drawn ito question 
on these atlairs, he would not defend them; 
but Ieave them to the censure of parl. ‘That 
he who hegot these two had also begot one 
who would seek for their punishment.” 

The same day a Message from the Commons 
was brought by sir Edw. Coke and others, 
viz. “ That whereas, at a meeting for a conter- 
ence this morning, the lords committees of 
this hon. house desired to receive of them, not 
only all letters-patent and other writings, but 
also verbal informations of all other matters 
whereof they had made use in the ‘proof ot 
their Grievances, now complained of: and 
forasmuch as then they had no authority to 
enter into dispute, or to give any verbal intor- 
mation thereot, they had humbly desired leave 
to return to their house to receive such autho- 
rity tor the same: they do now humbly im- 
plore another mceting, ‘on Thursday next, by 
9 in the morning, at such place as their lord- 
ships shall appoint; and they will come pre- 
pared to give ‘them full satisfaction.” Ans. 
‘The Lords have consideréd of this their re- 
quest and will meet them, at the time desired, 
in the Painted Chamber. Nothing elsc mate- 
rial done. Adjourned to Tharsday. 

Report from the Committee on Grievances.| 
March 15th. When the Lords of the Com- 
mittee were realy to go to the Conference 
about Grievances, the lord treasurer declared, 
“That as every man ought to have a high 


‘esteem of his honour, so he ought not to be so 


rash as to infringe the orders of this hou. 
house; That many might think him’ peremp- 
torv, in defence of his honour, the other day; 
but he protested it was not out of any pride; 
for he treely confessed he spake, at the last 
Conference, more than he ought, by the an- 
cient orders of this house; but he neither 
loved error, nor wilt contemn order; and 
therefore moved, That whatsoever was spoken: 
of him, or by him, might not be prejudicial In 
their proceedings in this business.” ~ 
After the Conference tlie lord.chamberlain 
reported to the whole house what had been 
done at it; which was to this effect: “ That 


the Commons ‘had deliveyed in a Declaration 
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Allen Apsley, with Twedy, Wilmot and Ferret, 
who abused the execution of those Patents, 
should be sent for and committed to custody. 
The earl of Southampton maved, “ ‘To be- 
gin first with the execution ofthe Patents by 
the patentees and their agents; and, as there 
were 3 Patents complained of, to appoint 8 
committees, of anew number, cach committee 
to examine the execution of one Patent. Also 
because the Lower House could not, nor did 
not, take the examinations, to them delivered 
on oath; therefore that the witnesses mictit 
be sent for, and sworn to their examinations.” 
Which motion was seconded by the lord chun- 
cellor with this addition, ‘‘ That the oath is to 
be given publickly in the house; for that it 
could not be administred ina committee.” AN 
which motions, on the question, were agrced 
tu.—Next follows the names of the Lords ap» 
pointed for the 3 Committees, with the order of 
the trmes for sitting. | 

March 16. The lord chamberlain, being the 
first of the committee on the Grievances by 
the Patent of Inns, declared, “ That whereas it 
was yesterday ordered that parties, whose exa- 
Ininations were to be taken on oath, shonidbe | 
sworn in open court, it appeared that the ven- 
tlumen undernamed, whose testimony is very 
necessary, are members of the Lower House 3 
and therefore he desired, that a message should 
be tirst sent, with great respect, to the other 
house, before they be sworn. Their names 
were sit Francis Fane, knt.; sir Rd. Titchburn, 
kot.; sir Fran. Goodwin, knt.; John Drake, 
esq; and Rd. Weston, esq. A message was 
accordingly sent to the Commons who returned 
tor answer, “ That as it was a matter of great 
and weighty consequence, thev would take it 
into consideratiun, and send un-auswer by 
messengers of their ewn.” This occasioned a 
long debate in that House, in ‘the course of. 
which, _ 

‘Sir Edw. Coke said, that every one who sit- 
teth here-is as a judge, and hath a vote nega- | 
tive in the making of the laws of tlus kingdom! 
that the Judges of the Comnmon Pleas, or of ° 
airy court, are ncver swort as witnesses in any 
case, albeit’ they know of something concern- 
ing it, and-can testify in it; but, if their know- 
ledge be asked, they arswer it without an oath: 
that no Judge ot the Star-Chamber can: be | 
served with a subpecna ad testificandunr in that 
court; and ‘theretare none of us are to be ex- 
amined as witnesses in any thing whercof this 
House with the Lords are to be jndges. - 

‘Mr. Noye. That the Lords have no moré 
reason to desire nny of us to be-sworn to any, 
thing that we have delivered to them, and 
wherein we desire them to juin with us, than 
we have to crave to examine any of them for 
_any thing that we receive from them. 

Sir Kobert Phillips. That, had the Lords 
been-acquainted with such cases as that which 
we have sent them, they would not have sent 
to us a messave to have any of us sworn aswWit . 
nesses :. but desireth, that this may wot breed 
(as it is to.be doubted some sct 1 un foot for 


of ther Grievances, and the capita of their 
proofs, m writing, sub protestatione ‘not to be. 
@ precedent for them to deliver in their proofs, 
m writing hereafter. Their Grievances were 

unded upon grants of - the Forteitures and 

Jispensations of penal statutes, for Inns, 

grants of Monopolies for Gold and Silver-. 
Fhread, aad grants of Concealments. ‘T'ouch- 
tug penal statutes, they highly commended his 
taaj.’s care, both now and in former times, in 
referring the same to the Judges and his privy- 
council, and his resolution not to grant Dis- 
pensations therein. For the grants of Mono- 
polies, they shewed, that many grants of the 
like natare have been questioned in former 
times, and resolved to be unlawtul. For in- 
gsance, in the Monopely of sweet Wines, 
granted by king Philip to the town of South- 
ampton, The monopoly of Starch. Mono- 
poly for making Salt adjudged void ; for that 
the invention alledged in the grant was not 
new. Monopoly ot Train Oil. Monopoly for 
Cards. As to the grants of Concealments, 
they shewed how dishonourable it was for any 
lord to grant the like, much more for a king: 
that a cathedral church and 12 hospitals were 
swallowed up thereby: that it was contrary to 
the king’s royal direction in his Bouok of 
Bounty; wherein he retuseth to be moved 
with grants of that nature. They set forth 
their care in these $ points, viz. 1. Not to 
meddie with the king’s prerogative; 2. To 
preserve the king’s honour; 3. To restore the 
subjects their wealth. That they had _deli- 
vered the Patents, Commissions, and other 
Writings, demanded of them. Two of the 
Declarations of the said Grievances, concern- 
ing Inns and Concealments, were then read.”— 
_ After this, the lord Wentworth moved, and 
it was ordered, That no bill but the prince’s. 
bill should be read, until the business of sir 
Giles Mompesson be past and determined. 
The house to sit on convocation days, for the 
more speedy dispatch of that business, Ad- 
journed tll two in the aftertioon. 

Proceedings relative to the Grievunces.] 
March 15th, P.M. The third Declaration of 
Grievances, concerning Gold and Silver- 
Thread, was read. The lord chancellor opens 
ed the most considerable points in it, which he 
conceived to be five: ist, the Patents, - which 
are three, and the points in law concerning the 
same: Next, What Parties are to be charged 
for the same. ‘The proofs, wherein are to be 
considered what hath been dclivered by the 
Commons; and what may be further found 
out, and how. The Punishment to be inflicted 
on the Offender. Lastly, the precedents and 
manner of the punishment, according to the 
quality of the oftender. 

__It was then debated by the Lords on which 
of these points to begin; and that it might be | 
carned on more freely, it was agreed that the 
whole house should be a committee, ad libitum ; 
en which the chancellor left his place, and sat 
asa peer. It was moved by the lord Spencer, 
and seconded by the lord Wentworth, at sit: 
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that purpose) any jar between us and the 
Lords, and so hinder our proceedings in the 
great business we have in hand: that we may 
answer, that since it is a thing that muy be 
pre).licial unto us, that their lordsiups will be 
pleased to proceed on that which we have 
donc; and, if they doubt of any thing, that 
records may be looked into, which will clear 
all the material doubts and points of that bu- 
 siness. , _— 

Sir Edw. Coke. That for a member of this 

‘house to be examined on oath in a business 
sent from us to the Lords was never before 
desired : that we were best to answer, that we 
have no precedents that ever it was done, and 
that there is no necessity in it, because the 
greatest matters are suthciently proved. 

Mr. Wentworth. ‘That we with the Lords 
are but one body, and therefore are not to be 
exanuned on oath; but we may attend them 
to answer by word without oath to atfirm what 
they shall desire to be athrined. 

Sir Lhos. Rowe. That we, having already 
adjudged the business, are not to be called as 
witnesses, 

Vhe Ciancellor of the Dutchy. That, if we 

will not have a member of this house to be 
called to witness on his oath, then what will 
become of the business against the Lord Chan- 
cellor, which is principally testiied by two 
members of this house. 
_ Sir Dudley Digs. That the business against 
the Lord Chancellor is not of this kind; and, 
it the witnesses against him be tound guilty of 
the delivery of the corruption and bribes, that 
they are then to be held (in his judgment) un- 
worthy to sit as meinbers in this house. 

Mr. A/ford hoideth it a preposterous thing 
to be called as witnesses in a business, where 
we have betore been judges. 

March 17. A Message from the Lower House, 
by sir E. Coke, and others, intimating, “ That 
the Commons had been acquainted some prin- 
cipal persons of their house were desired to 
testify, upon oath, their knowledge concerning 
the Grievances complained against that wretch- 
ed man, sir Giles Mompesson, and others: that 
the parties so required had offered theinselves 
to be sworn; nd therefore that house will not 
be scrupulous herein, as the Lords may per- 
ceive their concurrence and readiness to expe- 
dite that business :” which message was grate- 
fully acknowledged by the Lords. And the 
aforesaid 5 cape tet deating a day’s respite to 
put down their several dispositions in writing, to 
which they were to be sworn, it was granted. 

March 19. A Memorandum is entered, That 

by reason of want of health and indisposition of 
the Lord Chancellor, a commission was award- 
ed to sir Janes Ley, knt. and bart. lord chief 
justice of the king’s bench, signed by the king, 
and under the broad seal, to execute that office 
in his stead. We shall soon find what was the 
Lord Chancellor’s illness. 

The same day a Message was sent from the 
Commons by sir Fulk Grevile, and others, 
“ That the knights, citizens and burgesses of 


that house have sent up to the Lords a bill of 
Subsidies ; which, as it passed that house with 
great and general alacrity and expedition, they 
doubted not but the lords will, with the like 
chearfulness, expedite the same.” 

Jn the nudst of their inquiries into public 
Grievances, the Commons had thought ht to 
consider the necessities of the state, and grant 
the king a Supply. | 

The Subsidy Bill passed unanimously.J— 
March 12. ‘The Subsidy Bill was debated in 
that house, and, at last put to two questions, 
whether the bill should be recommitted ? which 
passed in the negative; and, whether to be 
engrossed, or no? which last was carried tor 
engrossing, without one negative voice. On 
the 18th it passed the Lower House, and was 
ordered to be sent up to the Lords, as above- 
mentioned, We cannot omit, that a Message 
trom the King was delivered to this house, on 
their unanimity, &c. in passing the Subsidy 
bill, “* That he returned them thanks for their 
chearfulness in it; and looked upon it as giv- 
ing him their hearts and all.”—-When this bill 
for granting two entire Subsidies, by the tem- 
porality, was read a first time by the Lords, 
the lord chief jastice repeated the last proviso 
of the act, which declares, “ That since it ts 
not usual to grant a Subsidy at the begining 
uf a parl. they desire it may not be drawn mto 
a precedent, nor be prejudicial hereatter, as 
the royal assent may be given, by commissiun, 
or otherwise, for the speedy levyinig of the 
same, the parl, still sitting.” Ordered that 
this bill be read again in the afternoon, 

Another Message came from the Commons, 
bronght by Sir Rob. Philips, and others, “ That, 
ia their search iuto the Abuses of Courts, they 
found Abuses in certain eminent persons ; tor 
the which they desire a Conference, tiat such 
course may be taken tor the redress thereot, as 
should stand with the honour and dignity of a 
parl, The time, place, and number of com- 
mittees, they humbly leave to their lordships.” 
Answer was returned, “ That the Lords were 
well pleased to accept of the Conference re- 
quired; the committee to be of their whole 
house, and at 2 this afternoon, in the Painted 
Chamber. : 

March 19, P. M. The lord treasurer returned, 
with the committee of the whole house, from 
the Conference; and, being to make the Re- 
port, told the lords that he desired respite ull 
the next morning, that he might, in the inca 
time, peruse his notes taken thereof—Tlus 
day concludes with a Memorandum, That 
whereas, in the Subsidy bill granted by the 
laity, the University of Oxford was named 
before the University of Cambridge: it was 
much debated by the Lords what course was 
to be taken for an equality between them, that 
the one might not have the precedency of the 
other. But nothing was concluded on, about 
this matter, at that time. 

Complaint against lord chancellor Bacon, 
and the bp. of Landaff for Corruption.] Be- 
fore we procecd to this Report, it is necessary, 
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to look back a little into the Journals of the 
Commons, for the beginning of this business 
‘against so renowned a inan, as sir Francis Ba- 
cun, lord Verulam. March 15th, sir- Rob. Phi- 
lips made a Report from the Committee, ap- 
vinted to examine junto the proceedings of the 
Jourts of Justice, which he divided into three 
parts; the person against whom; the matter ; 
and the opinior of the committee upon it, with 
the desire of further direction from the house. 
The person, he said, was the Lord Chancellor; 
a man excellently well endowed with ull parts 
of nature and art; of whom he would not 
speak much, because he could not speak 
enough. He then proceeded to accuse the 
lord chancellor of Corruption, and opened the 
nature of the evidence to prove it; but, as this 
will appear much clearer in the Trial of the 
Lord Chancellor beture the Lords, we shall 
postpone it till then.—The Commons, pursuing 
this enquiry in their own house, on the 19th 
received a Message from the’ king by one of 
the secretaries of state, “ That the parl. had 
now sat lung, and Easter being at hand; he 
left the time of cessation to that house: that 
his maj. named Tuesday, the 10th of April, 
if they thought proper ; but this of their own 
choice.”—His majesty taking notice of the 
Complaint against the Lord Chancellor, said, 
“ That he was very sorry a person so much 
‘advanced by him, and sitting in so high a place, 
should be suspected. That he cannot answer 


for all others under him, though his care in 


the choice of Judges had been great; but if 
this accusation should be proved, his majesty 
would punish hum to the tull. That the king 
would, if it be thought fitting here, grant a 
Commission under the great seal uf England, 
to examjne all upon vath that can speak in 
this business. The commissioners to be six of 


the Upper House, to be chosen by them, and. 


12 to be elected by this house. That his maj. 
‘was sorry the Chancellor should be so ques- 
tioned, aud hoped he would be cleared ;_ but, 
if not, assured the house that he would punish 
him to the full.”—This message was most grate- 
fully taken by the Commons; but, the matter 
being to come beture the Lords, the offer of a 
commission, for examining on oath, was need- 
less; so it was sent up w that house as afoure- 
said. 

March 20. The Lord Treasurer reported 
the Conference yesterday with the Commons; 
in which he informed their lordships of great 
Abuses in the Courts of Justice. This he di- 
vided into three parts :—1. Of the Persons ac- 
cused. 2. Of the Matters objected ayainst 
them. 3. The Proofs. The Persons were the 
lord chancellor of England, and dr. Field, lord 
bp. of Landaff. The incomparable good parts 
of the Lord Chancellor were highly commend- 
ed; the place he holds maguitied, trom whence 
bounty, justice, and mercy were to be distri- 
buted to the subjects, with which he was solely 
latrusted ; whither all yreat Causes were drawn, 
and from whence no Appeal lay for any in- 
justice os wrong done, save to the parl, That 


the lord chancellor is accused of Bribery and 


‘Corruption, committed by him in this his emi- | 


nent place ; of which two Cases were alleged, 
the one concerning Christ. Aubrey, the other 
Edw. Egerton. In the Cause between this Au- 
brey and sir Win. Broncker, Aubrey fearing 
sume hard measure, was advised to give the 
lord chanc. 1001. which he delivered to his 
counsel, sir Geo. Hastings, and he to the lord 
chancellor. ‘The proceedings in this business 
going on yet, but slowly, Aubrey wrote several 
letters, and delivered them to the lord chanc.; 
but could never get any answer from him, till, 
at last, delivering another {fetter to him, the 
chancellor told him, that ‘if be importuned 
him again he would lay him by the heels.’ The 
proots of this accusation are fve—1. Sir Geo. 
Hastings related it long since to sir Geo. Mon- 
tague, 2%. ‘The lord chanc. fearing this would 
be complained of, desired silence of sir Geo. 
Hastings. 3. Sir George Hastings’s testimony 
thereof; which was not voluntary, but urged. 
4. The lord chanc. desired sir Geo. Hastings, 
to bring the party, Aubrey, unto him, and pro- 
mised redress for the wrongs done to him. 5. 
That the lord chanc. said unto sir Geo. Hastings, 
if he would aflirm the giving this 1001. his lord- 
slip would and must deny it upon his honour,— 
The Case of Edward Egerton was this: There 
being a suit depending in chancery, betweea 
the said Edw. and sir Rowland Kgerton, the 
former ara his lordship, a little after he 
was made lord keeper, with a bason and ewer 
of 501. and above ; and afterwards he delivered 
to sir George Elastings and sir Rd, Young, 4001. 
in gold, to be presented to the chancellor. Sir 
Rd. Young presented it; and his lordship took 
and poised it, and said it was too much, and 
returned answer, “ That Mr. Fgerton had not 
only enriched him, but bad laid a tye upon his 
lordship to do hin favour in all his just causes. 
The proots are the testimony of sir Geo. Hast- 
ings, and one Merctill, a scrivener, thus far, 
That he took up 7001. for mr. Egerton; who 
then tuld him that a great part of it was to be 
given to the lord chanc.; and that mr. Eger 
ton afterwards told him that the 400]. in gold 
was, accordingly, given to the lord chanc.” 

At this Conterence was further declared, that 
a bishop's character was touched in this affairs 
whose function the Commons much honoured, 
though his person was somewhat tainted there- 
in, The aflair was thus: the business de- 
pending being given against mr. Egerton, he 
procured a new reference thereof from the king 
to the lord chancellor: his lordship first de- 
manded the parties to be bound in 6000 marks, 
to stand to his award. Having entered both 
into bund for that purpose, the chancellor 
awarded the matter against Edw. Egerton, for 
sir Rowland Everton. The former refused to 
stand to the suid award, and a new bill was 
exhibited in chancery. Herceupon his lordship 
ordered, that the bond of 6000 marks should be 
assigned unto sir Rowland Egerton; and he 
ty put the same in suit in his lordship’s name. 


The bishop of Landutt, as a friend unto Edw. 
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Egerton, adviseth with Randolph Davenport, 
and one Butler who is since dead ; to endeavour 


to procure a stay of the dccree upon that |- 


award, and a new hearing. It was ayreed that 
60001. sbould be given tor this by mr. Egerton, 
to be shared amongst them and certain hon, 
persons; and a recognizance of 10,0001. was 
required by the bishop trom. mr. Egerton, tor 
performance thereof. The hishop’s. share of 
this GUUO]. was to have been so great as no 
court of justice would allow. The Commons 
produced letters of the bishop’s naming the 
sui, and setting down a course how this 60001. 
was to be raised, viz. ‘The land in question to 
be decreed to nr. Fgerton, and out of that 
the muney to be levied; and, it'this matter was 


not efivcted, then the bishop promised, in | 
verbo sacerdotis, to deliver up the recognizance | 


to be cancelled. ‘The recognizance was sealed, 
- and Davenport rides to court, and moved the 
lord-adiniral for his letter to the chancellor 
herein; but his lordship denicd to meddle. in 
a cause depending in suit. . Then the said -Da- 
venport essayed to get the king’s letter; but 
failed in that also: so that the good they in-: 


tended tur. mr. Everton was not etiected ; and- 


yet the bishop, though required, refused to de- 


iver up the said recognizance, unul mr. Eger. 


ton threatened to complain thereof to the 
king.” | 
The treasurer also declared, “ That the 
Cominons .do purpose, if auy mure of this kind 
should happen to be conplained ot before them, 
that they will present the samme to the Lords: 
wherein they shall fallow ancient precedents, 
which shew, that great personages have been 
accused tor tbe like crimes in parl. Lastly, 
they humbly desired, That forasmuch as this 
concerns a person. of so great eminency, it 
May not depend long before their lordships. 
That: the examination of the proofs may be ex- 
pedited ; and, if he be found gmilty, then to he 
punished, if not, the accuser suffer the same.” 
This report being ended, the Lord-admiral 
acquainted the lords, “ That he had been twice 
with the lord-chancellor to visit him, being 
sent Ly the king. The first time he found his 
lordship very sick and henvy ; the second time 
be found him better and much comforted, be- 
cause he had heard that the Complaint of the 
Commons against him tor Grievances was come 
into this house, where he assured himself to 
find honourable justice. In contidence whereof 
bis Jordship bad written a letter ta the house ; 
which letter the lord-admiral prescnted to be 
tread, as tollows :— 
_ Lord Bacoa’s Letter to the Lor “ To 
the right hon. his very good Lords, the Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal, in the Upper House 
of parl. assembled—My very good lords, I 
humbly pray your lordships all to make a fa- 
vourable and good construction of my absence ; 
it 1s no feigning nar fainting, but sickness both 
of myteart and of my back, though joined with 
that confore of mind that persuadeth me that I 
ain aut far froin heaven, whereof I feel the first 
fruits: and, because, whether J live or die, I 
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should be glad to preserve my henour and fame, 
as far-as-] aim worthy, hearing that some Com- 
laints of base Bribery are come before your 
Tordelips my requests unto. your lordships are ; 
‘Ast, That you wall maintain me im your gaod 
opinion, without prejudice, unul my cause be 
heard. 2ndly, That in regard I have sequestered 
my mind at this time, mn great part of from 
worldly matters, thinking of my Accouat ard 
Auswer ina higher court ; your lordships would 
give me some convevient tame, according to 
the course of other courts, to advise with uy 
counsel and to nake my Answer; wherem ne- 
vertheless, my counsel's part-will be the least. 
For I shall not, by the grace ot God, trick up 
my innocency with cavillations, but plainly and 
ingenuously, as your lordships know my man- 
ner 1s, declare what I know or remember: 
Srdly, That according to the course of justice, 
J may be allowed to except to the witnesses 
brought against me, and to move questions to 
your lordships of their. cross examinations, and 
likewise to produce my own witnesses fer dis- 
covery of the truth. And lastly, if there come 
aby more petitions of that nature, that your 
lordships would be pleased not to take any 
prejudice or apprehension of any number or 
muster of them, especiully, against a Judge that 
inakes 2000 degrees and orders in a year, (not 
to speak of the courses that have been taken 
for hunteng out complaints against me) but that 
I may answer them according to the rules of 
justice, severally and respectively. These re- 
quests I hope appear to your lordships no other 
thaa just; and, so, thinking mysclt happy to 
have.so noble pcers and rev. prelates to discern 
of my cause, and desiring no privilege of great- 
ness tor subtertuye.of guiltiness; but meaning, 
as I said, to: deal tairly and plainly with your 
lardships and to put myself upon your honours 
and favours; I pray God to bless your councils 
and pevsons. And so I rest, your ldps. humble 
servant, Fr. St. Alban, Canc. March 9; 1620.” 
Lhe Bp. of Landuff’s Defence.|_ ‘The clerk 
having read this letter, the bp. of Landaff was 
admitted to: speak in his own Defence, on the 
Accusation of Brocage, in a Bribe intended te ' 
the lord chancellor, in inr. Egerton’s cause. 
The said bishop declared his great gnef, “ That 
he remained accused, arraigned, condemned 
| and executed, im dicta causa. For, although 
he should, as he doubted not to do, clear him- 
self, yet the scandal would not dic. He said 
that the party who acused: him was the party 
grieved ; a man weak and mad with affisctions 
und as for the action whcreof he was accused, 
he was but made use of in it. - He was re 
quested, first by Francis Jenour but refused; 
then by Tristram Woodward, and then he alo 
denied it; at last the party himself requested 
him, at whose tears he yielded thus far; that 
the party, viz. Edw. Egerton, might acknow 
ledge unto him a recognizance of 6000L it was 
only acknowledged, not enrolled, nor intended 
to be enrolled; he was only trusted with it for 
mr. Egerton’s good, Davenport and others 
were to.be the actors. That he discharged big 
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trust accordingly, thongh Davenport and others 
importuned hnn to the contrary. His aims in 
this action were two; the one churity, to do 
tin. Egertud good, the other to preter a bene- 
fetal suit to ah hon. friend to whom-he owed 
his very life. If he had an eye to some private 
gam to hunself, having a wife and children, 
he: hed therein sinned against God, in not re- 
lying. wholly on bum fur their maintenance; 
but no share um the sum of this GUVUI. was ever 
purposed unto him, and upon strict cxamina- 
tion of his conscience therem, he protested, 
beture God, in whose sight be stood, and be- 
tore this hon. assembly, * qui estis dij, inquit,’ 
‘Phat he was not to have had one denier of a 
share therein.” ca 
When the bishop had ended Ins Defence, 
the lord chamberlain moved, That for: tlre 
better consideration of this business, and how 
to proceed to the proots, the court.may be: 
adjourned, ad placitum, and the whole house’ 
sit as a cuinmittee ; whereupon the lord chiet’ 
Justice removed to his place, us.an aysistant.—: 
Atter much debate thereuf, ‘the lord chief jus- 
tice returned to his seat as Speaker; and it: 
was avreed, that a Message should be sent to 
the Commons, declaring, “ That the Lords, 
according go the conterence yesterday, have 
taken considcration of the Complaint by them 
made against the lord cliancellor and against 
the lord bp. of Landaff. That they find the 
Commons have made use of 3 letters, weitten: 
by the said lord bp. of Landatk, and of other 
writings, mentioned by them in the said Com- 
plaint ; also the ‘Testimony of two gentlemen, 
members of that house, sir Geo, Hastings and 
sir Rd. Young; in taking whose testimonics 
the Lords intend not to touch the privileges of 
their house, but to have it as from. private per- 
sons and not as members of parl.. Lastly, that. 
the Lords may also, with the like respect, de- 
sire the testimony-ef any.others, thuugh mem- 
bers of that house, it cause shall ‘require, upon 
the examination of the abuses complained of.” 
Answer, “ Fhat the said wo genticmen: will 
voluntarily, and not by connnandment or di- 
rection of their house, attend their lordships >. 
and. that all letters required: shall be sent ac-: 
cordmgly. As for the general request, ‘That 
the Lords ‘may serid for any other member of 
that house to be examined, herein they humbly . 
pray that they may.advase thereof.” The con- 
clusion of’ this matter concerning the bishop, 
will be fonnd:in the proceedings of the lors 
under May 30th of this session. - a 
' During.the time that the whole house sat as 
% Conmnittee, as aforesaid, it was debated antl 
agreed to, that the partics undernamed should. 
hé also sent for, to be work and examined in: 
this busmess, viz. Christ. Aubrey, Bdw. Eger- 
ton, Fra. Jenour, Ralph Merefill, Tristram 
Woodward, Randoiph Davenipoft. ‘It was also 
thoved and much ated, Whether sit Wm-: 
Broncker and sim’ Rowland. Egerton, the two: 
adversaries of. Christ. Aubrey aod: Edt. Rger- 
ton; should be sent for. to be ‘examined; whe. 
ther they.gave.eny. bribe an.theinpart. 


-It was moved by the earl of Southampton 
and agreed, That an Answer should be-sent te 
my lord. chancellors Letter; whereupon a 
message was sent to him to this efiect: “~ That 
the Lords received his Letter, delivered unto 
them by the lord admiral. They intended to 
proceed in {1s cause, now before them, accord- 
ing to the right rule of justice ; and they:should 
be glad if his lordship shall clear his honoue 
therem. ‘To which end they pray him to prow’ 
vide tor his defence.” 

Moved by the ear! of Suffolk, and much de- 
bated, touching the Precedency and I-quality 
of the two Universities, when much was al- 
ledved, for the right of precedency, in each of 
them; but the earl of Sutlolk desired only an 
equality between them ; which was ordered to 
be put-to tle question to-morrow, after the 
‘Subsidy billwas read. 

- March 20th, P. M. An Answer was brought 
from the lord chancellor to the Message of the 
-Lords,. That he returned thenr bumble 
thanks -for their assurance of: justice in his 
cause, and well-wishes to him of success.:: The 
one secures, the other cumforts him. That he 
intends to put: their Jordships in mind here- 
attér of some points contained. in his Letter - 
for that the same ‘were ‘not spoken of in the 
message deliveréd unto him.”—Sir Gen, Hase 
tings and sir Rd. Young, jurati a& voir dire, to 
wl questions, asked by the court, or committee 
or by any duthorized-by the court, whether 
their answers be -by word, ‘or set down in 
writing. Several witnesses sworn, in the cause 
of Grievances: on the patent fer Gold and 
Sdver-Theead.  Edw.-Egerton was also sworn 
a voir dire, &c. atter which he-delivered a Pe-- 
ttuon touching the Prececdings in his Cause 
in Chancery; ‘cujusquidem tenor sequitur 
in hiec verbal!” i 
‘.uMr, Mzerton’s Petition agninst the lord 
chancellor RBeeon.} Yo the re. hon. the Lords 
Spiritual ad ‘Feiporal th the present part. as- 
seinbled. The humble petition ef Edw. Ever- 
toil, “est. huinisly ‘sheweth,* That your peti- 
‘tioner being.unnrarried, : and sickly, ‘by Inden- 
tures of Uses, and other Cunveyances, entailed 
divers manors and-dands, in the counties of 
Ghesterand Stafford; ‘to the usé of your ‘peti- 
tioner, and the -heiis mate of his body; and 
for default of such issue, to ‘remain to:sir John 
Everton, and-his heirs: which seid covey 
ances were voluntary, Without any’ considera- 
tion tér the same; and “with power of revoca- 
tion.—That sir Jolin: Everton: lrving by deed 
excevited in his litctimé, cotitteyed: all his own 
lands umto* Rowland: Egerton, ‘his ‘soh ant 
herr; atid having advénéed -in-marriage all hig 
danghters, Wid make: his‘lase will and testy 
ment Mi: writtig; under hts hand and seal. have 
ing-first bound the'said Rowland: -in‘a statute 
of 50001. to ‘pértofr his: said wilku~That the: 
said sie Jub, by his‘last will, in ventral’ words, 
devised alshid- Fordshiph tnaiitrrs, ‘hinds: tene, 
ments, att Ketetttdments, to~-your petitomer 
aiid ins hretrs, and made’ your: petitioner sole 
execute. - By whieh said till-all’the-cssate of 
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the said sir Johu, in any part of your petition- 
er’s lands, (if he had any estate therein, as in- 


deed he had not) was lawfully devised to your: 


titioner, and his heirs.—That the snid sir 
Rowland unduly obtained of sir John Bennet, 
kt. letters of administration, to be granted to 
two of his sisters, after the said will was exhi- 
bited ‘to be proved; whereby your petitioner 
was put to 20001. charge in suits of law.—That 
sir Rowland hath also, by indirect means, got 
into his hands the said Indenture of Uses, and 
all your petitioner’s other writings and evi- 
dences, and refuscth to let him see the said 
Indentures of Uses, or to deliver to your peti- 
tioner a true copy thereof, albeit, in law, the 
same doth belong to your petitioner—That 
the lurd Ellesinere, late lord. chancellor of 
England, before the probate of the said will, 
did decree, That the said sir Rowland should 
have and enjoy the manors of Urin Hill and 
Heywood-Barnes, being a great part of your 
petitioner's inheritance, worth 6001. per ann. 
with any cause of equity contained in the said 
decree.—That your petitioner made humble 
suit unto the mght hon. Francis vise. st. Alban, 
now lord chance. of England, to have the be- 
nefit of a subject to recover his ancient inhe- 
ritance by ordinary course of law: That the 
present chancellor took from your petitioner 
4001. in gold, and 521. 10s. in silver plate ; 
which money was accepted from your peuti- 
oncr, by the chancellor, saying, ‘ Your peti- 
tioner did not only enrich him, but also laida 

e upon him to do your petitioner justice in 
his rightful cause :’? That afterwards the said 
lord chanc. sent for your petitioner, and did, 
by great oaths and protestations, draw your 
petitioner to seal an obligation to his lordship 
of 10,000 marks, to stand to his lordship’s 
award for all the lands whereof sir Jobu Fger- 
ton died seized on; but not fur any other of 
your petitioner’s lands.—That atterwards your 
petitioner was, divers times, scent for by Tho. 
Sharpeigh, then steward of his lordship’> bouse ; 
and your petitioner was several times offered, 


_ That if he would presently pay 11001. in ready 


money; that is to say, 10V0I. for his lordship, 
and 100]. tor the said Sharpcigh, that then 
your petitioner would have all his lands de- 
creed unto him; which your petitioner could 
not then presently pay in ready money.—That 
afterwards the lord chancellor did not only 
confirm unto the said sir Rowland, the lands 
which he then beld of your petitioner’s inle- 
ritance, being worth 600I. per ann. but he did 
also take away from your petiuioner more 
lands, worth 15,0001. and decreed the same 
unto the said sir Rowland, who did not make 
any title thereunto beture the said boud was 
taken, or the decrce made. Jakewise the 
lord chancellor did decree, That the said bond 
of 10,000 marks, made by your petitioner to 
the said lord chancellor in his own name, 
sbould be set over and delivered ‘to the said 
sir Rowland, who should sue for the same in 
the lord chanccellor’s name, and recover on it 


to his own use.—The lord chancellor did fur- 
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ther decree, That: your petitioner shall not 
take the benefit of the statute of 50001. made 
by the said sir Rowland, to perform the will; 
and your petitioner is restrained, by the said 
decree, from the benefit of a subject to reco- 
ver his right, by the ordinary course of common 
law, without any cause of equity set forth in 
the said decree.—That your petitioner havin 
spent 6000l. in suit at law, and being deprived 
ot al] his said evidences, being utterly impo- 
verished by the evil dealing of the said lord 
chancellor, and by the indirect practices of 
the said sir Rowland, is likely to be defrauded 
of all his ancient iuheritance, contrary to the 
common justice of the land, except he be re- 
lieved herein by this high court of parl.— 
Your petitioner humbly prayeth, that the said 
sir Rowland may be ordered to produce and 
bring forth, upon oath, all such Indentures of 
Uses, Writings, and Ivideuces, as he hath, or 
any other hath to his use, concerning your 
petitioner's said lands, and whcreby he claim- 
eth any estate in the lands, to the end your 
honours may judge thereof, and do therein 
further, as to your wisdoms, shall seem to 
stand with justice.” 

After this Petition was read, mr. Egerton af- 
firmed upon his oath, that the contents of it 
were true; and he was afterwards examined 
further in open court. Rob. Sharpeigh, esq. 
Randolph Davenport and Christ. Aubrey, were 
also. sworn and examined. 

March 21. At the request of mr. Egerton, 
3 more witnesses were sworn and examined in 
his Cause: and many more witnesses offering 
themselves to be sworn, in the Cause against 
the Lord Chancellor, 3 several committees of 
the Lords were appointed, with a judge, or an 
eminent counsel, to attend each, to take Exa- 
minutions, in order to expedite the Cause. Spe- 
cial caution was given them, that no one should 
be urged to accuse-himself.—A Message was 
brought from the Commons by sir Thos, Ed- 
monds, and others, “ That the Commons ac- 
knowledge, and take in good part, the great re- 
spect betwcen the two houses in all causes of this 
parl, To answer which, they are well pleased, 
that the Lords of this Court may examine any 
members of their house, who will freely offer 
themselves to their lordships for that purpose.” 
At the same time he added, “ That they had. 
sent to their lordships a bill against Relators, 
Intormers, and Promoters; and, especially, 
commended the good success and expedition 
of it; because they did conceive it would give 
great content to the country.” Which bill 
was read a first time, notwithstanding the 
order of the house of the 15th inst. Fran. 
Joyner, Ralph Merefill, and John Churchill, 
were sworn, as witnesses in the Chancellor's 
cause. 

March 21, P. M. Sixteen more witnesses 
were also sworn against the Chancellor; and 
as the examination of ull these witnesses would 
take much time, it was agreed that the com- 
mittees should transmit the names of the prinei~ 


pal of them, and the heads on which they were 


ry 
’ 
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to be asked: the examinations to be taken in 
court. 
The Form of the Oath agreed on. 

“ You shall swear that vou shall true Answer 
make to all such Questions and {nterrogatorics 
as shall be mentioned unto you by this High 
Court, or by the Lords of the Committees, or 

any person or ‘vital authurized by this 
high court. You shall say the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth; and you shall 
not spare to do so, neither for fear, favour, or 
affection, or any other cause whatsover, whe- 
ther your depositions be in writing, or by word 
ofmouth. So help you God, and the Contents 
of this Book.” | 
Interrogatories to he ministred to them that 
shail be sent to be erumined in open Court, 

“ 1. Whether they, by themselves, or any 
other person, have given money, or any other 
gratuity, to the ford chancellor, or to any ser- 
yants, friends, or followers of his? 2. Whe- 
ther they have advised or directed any to do so, 
ot know of any other that hath so done? 8. 
Whether they, or the parties which they ad- 
vised so to do, or have heard so to have done, 
had then any cause or snit depending before 
him, or intended to have any. 4. Whether 
they have intended, attempted, or known 
others that have attempted, or contracted for 
ot a to be given, though not perform- 
e 


Sir Geo. Revynel delivered, in writing, his ac- 
eount of the Bribes given by him to the lord 
chancellor ; which he also confirmed by oath, 
«Ordered, That no witnesses be examincd as 
to what they received themselves; but only 
what Bribes were given to the chancellor, Se- 
veral other witnesses were examincd, and their 
depositions taken in writing, on oath, 

arch 22. The lord chief justice related a 
Message, delivered yesterday frum the Com- 
mons by sir Rob. Philips, and others; which 
consisted, he said, of two points, the one mat- 
ter of Respect, the other of Substance.—In 
the first they acknowledged the gond corres- 
pondence between hoth houses, especially in 
the Examination of the Gricvances complained 
of, and presented to the Lords; with humble 
thanks for the support the Lords added to their 
labours, in giving the oath to the examinants; 
which they could notdo. They humbly de- 
sire to know the time of the recess of this parl. 
and of the access ayain, that they nay depart ac- 
cordingly, and meet at the same time with their 
lordships. The 2nd thing being Matter of Sub- 
stance, consisted of 4 points against the lord 
chancellor. “ The 1st, a Suitin Chancery, bein 
between the lady Wharton, plaintiff, and Wood 
with others, defendants, upon cross-bills. The 
chancellor, upon hearing, wholly disinissed 
them; but, upon the entry of the order, the 
cross-bill against the lady Wharton was onl 
dismissed ; and, afterwards, for a Bribe of s0ol. 
given by the lady Wharton to the lord chan- 
eellor, his lordship decreed the cause for her; 
and then hearing that Wood, and the other 


defendants, complained thereof to the Com- 


Vex. 1, 


mons, his lordship sent for them, and damned 
that Decree as unduly gotten; and when the 
lady Wharton began tu complain thereof, his 
lordship sent for her also, and promised her 
redress, and said, § That the Decree was not 
yet entered,’—In a Suit, between one Hull, 
plaintiff, and Holman, defendant; Holman, 
deterring his Answer, was committed to the 
, Fleet, where he lay 20 weeks; and, pctition- 
ing to be delivered, was answered by some 
about my lord chancellor, That the bill should 


| be decreed against hin, pro confesso, unless he 


would enter into 20001. bond to stand to the 
luid chancellor’s order; which he refusing, his 
liberty cost him, one wav or other, better than 
1000]. Holman being freed out of the Fleet, 
Hull petitioned the lord chancellor; and Hol- 
man, finding his cause to go hard on his side, 
complained to the Commons: whereupon the 
lord chancellor sent for him, aud, to pacify 
him, told him he should have what Order he 
pleased himself.—In another Cause between 
Smithwick and Wyche, the matter in question 
being for Accounts, the merchants, to whom it 
was referred, certified on the behalf of Sinith- 
wick ; yet Smithwick, to obtain a Decree, was 
told by one Mr. Burrough, one near the Jord 
chancellor, that it must cost him 200]. which 
suin he paid to Mr. Burrouch, or Mr. Hunt, for 
the use of the lord chancellor, and yet he de« 
creed but one part of the certificate; where- 
upon he treats again with mr, Burrough, who 
demanded another 1001. which Sinithwick also 
paid for the use of the lord chancellor. Then 
his lordship referred the Accounts again to the 
same merchants, who certified again for Smith 
wick ; yet his lordship decreed the second part 
of the certificate against Smithwick: and the 
first part, which was formerly decreed for him, 
his lordship made doubtful. Smithwick pcti- 
tioned the chancellor for his money again, and 
had it all, save 201. kept back by Hunt for a 
ear.” j 

Vhe Lord Chief Justice delivered also $ pe- 
titions to their lordships, received yeatenlay 
from the Commons; the first from the lady 
Wharton, the next from Wood and others, 
and the third from Smithwick.—The 4th part 
of the Message consisted only of Instructions, 
delivered to the Commons by one Churchill, 
a register, containing divers Bribes and Abuses 
in Chancery; which they desire may be ex- 
amined. 

Four more witnesses delivered into the Lords 
thes despositions, on oath, against the Chan- 
tellor, in writing, and signed by their own 
hands. One of which, Wm. Peacock’s, bein 
observed not so full as yesterday, he was asked 
if he had spoke with some of the lord chan- 
cellor’s servants since that time: which he owns 
ed he had: upon which he was ordered to 
write his deposition over again, and add the 
substance of that conference. 

Report from the Cammittee on Grievances] 
Tt was now that the proceedings against the 
Lord Chancellor met with some stop, by the 
Lords, in the several! committees appointed to 

4] 
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enquire into the other Grievances complained 


ot, by the Commons bringing in the accounts of 


their progress m them. | 

he Lord Chunberlain, one of the com- 
mittee appointed to enquire ito the Gricv- 
ances of the Patent concerning Inns and 
Hostelries, reported, * That in the said Pa- 
tent were three things considerable: Ist, the 
legality of it granted to Mompcsseon; but in 
that the committee had no power to jridge. 
Next the inconvenience. Jastly, the abuses 
in the execution. That the inconvenience ap- 
pearcd in the patent, where the judges are 
made subject to a base of tee 5s. 5 and, in 
the execution, because that sir Giles Mompes- 
son affronted the justices of the peace, and 
threatened several of them with the council- 
table. And, because there were certificates 
sent hin, from time to time, of those Alehouse- 
keepers, who were suppressed for il behaviour, 
he made this use of it, to make them Inn- 
keepers. That he granted licences to divers base 
fellows to keep luns; and sued out processes 
ayainst 4000, tor keeping Iuns without heence, 
and tor the price of heurse-meat, of which he 
only tried two suits. Lastly, his lordship deli- 
vered a collection of the several abuses and the 
proofs of them,” 

The Earl of Arundele reported, That the 
consideration of the Grievances by the Patents 
of sule Manufacturing Gold and Silver-Thread, 
complained of, bemg committed to his lord- 
ship aud other lords joined with hin in com- 
inittee, That they had often met, the business 
being attended with ereat ditkculty and con- 
sisted of many particulars. ‘That they had ex- 
wiped many witnesses, aud more were pro- 
duced wio were fit to be exaniuoed, if the time 
of recess was not so nearat hand. Tbe Lords 
Committees have thought good to present to 
the house those proats they have made, not to 
delay the time; but their lord:hips were not to 
be excloded from giving further proots bere- 
atter.—— Cis lordship observed, Vhat the Coim- 
mittee deult, chiefly, with the caxecution, not 
with the Jegality of these patents. “They found 
in the exccuuon thereet, that the authority 
given by these patents, which ought to have 

een rarely used, wits used by them taiuhiarly, 
to the undoing of thousands. That the war- 
rants dormant, ta seive and imprison, &c. ex- 
eced all kinds of warrants; of which there are 
three, and one of them is without date and 
razed; end the other hath a date by a new 
hand, ‘Vnat sir Giles Mompesson committed 
divers tu prison, without exaunnation, which 
they cudd not do by that warrant. Several 
were threatened with nuprisonment, That one 
Towlis did lock up divers in his own house. 
That several houses were violently broke up 


and the parues goods seized. “Tisat others were 


compelled to enter into bonds, not to exercise 
their own trade and tu stand to their orders ; 
and to mike oath what quantity of Gold and 
Silver-Vircad they sold, ‘and to whom. That 
sir Giles contessed divers of these wrongs, and 
made restituuon unto many, [hat this work 
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of Gold and Silver-Thread was much sophist . 
cated, since the-grant of the sole manufacture 
thereof. He further declared, That the Lords 
Committees urged none to accuse limself, and 
admonished every man not to accuse another 
out of passion. He desired, That though sir 
Giles be tled, yet that Fowlis and other dele 
quents nay be heard here, what they can say 
in their own defence.” , 

The Earl of Southampton, one of the com- 
mittee to consider of the Grievances com- 
plained of for Concealments, reported to the 
house, “ That they find his maj. to be much 
abused in the pretence and execution of this 
grant. They tind that sir Giles Mompesson 
obtained a commission to himsclf, to call all 
otticers before him; by virtue whereof he fetch- 
ed up, from all parts, the king’s officers, and 
kept them here to till his book, granted unte 
him of 2001, per ann. on concealed lands, in 
recompence of his service. The proceedjngs, 
warrants, and the abuses in the execution, are 
all set dawn in the declaration, delivered by 
the Commons. Their lordships labour was to 
look into these informations, wherein they de- 
sired the helo of divers gentlemen ot the Lower 
House; who, not as members or that house, 
hut as private gentlemen and friends, gave their 
lordsbips full satisfaction therein. In this 
search, they found proofs of every point, set 
down in the said declaration; and, for their 
more full satisfaction, they reviewed the Re- 
cords themselves, wherein they found some 
proceedings, not mentioned ip the declaration, 
and not warranted by any commission, viz. 
1. Process used by George Geldard, sir Giles 
Mompesson’s ayent, in the -king’s attorney’s 
name: the said Geldard confessing to one and 
but one. 2. Sir Giles used Geldard and his 
man as his agcats: Geldard to be Commis- 
sioner and Geldard’s man to be his clerk. 
Their lordships tound hkewise, Tirat Geldard's 
man gave the evidence to the Jury, and, though 
the jury found an imperfect verdict, yet Gel- 
dard proceeded as upon a pertect one, ‘That Gel- 
dard compounded with divers who were ques- 
tioned tor their lands, as concealed, and em- 
ployed those parties, as commissioners, for 
their own compositions, ‘That they set down 
in their book an Advowsun and a Rectory at 
4d. perann.; and lands, called Pease Marsh, 
at 10s. a year; which was affirmed by sir Geo, 
Moore, the tenant to it, to contain 700 acres, 
and to be better worth than 3001. a year, That 
there was no time litnited to sir Giles to fill up 
his book; whereby, his vexing the subject, to 
fill the same, might continue 7 years. Lastly, 
their lordships conceived, That as his maj. 
had been abused in the Grant and in the 
Execution of it, so he shovld also have been 
in the end.”—After this last Report was ended, 

The Lord Admiral Buckingham stood up 
and moved the house, * That care might be 
taken hereafter, that the sophistication of the 
manufacture of Gold and Silver-Thread be 
prohibited; and none be permitted to work 
thereon, to waste and consume the bullion of 
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the land. He commended the trade that set 
so many thousands on work; and, if order was 
first tuken for bringing in bullion, aud against 
the sophistication, it might be gaintul both to 
the king and commonwealth; and to new paz | 
tentees, if another patent thercof should be 
thought fit. He shewed further, “ that the 
motive tor the grant of Concealments was, 
that sir Giles Mompesson offered his service to 
consider how the multitude af oificers in the 
exchequer might be cut of, In which his maj. 
first asked the opinion of the Judges; and his 
maj.’s pleasure was not to prejudice any oflicer, 
during his hte, but to provide tor the tuture; 
which was, and yet is, his maj,’s resolution to 
do; in consideration whereot, this Patent of 
Conceaiments was first granted to the said sir 
Giles. It was ill foreseen, that a man of his 
corrupt disposition should be admitted to view 
the Records, which he mizht embezzle, blot or 
raze out tor his own protit; but, at that time, 
sir Giles had the reputation of an honest man. 
‘That sir Giles had abused this grant inany 
ways, but, as yet nothing was past under seal. 
‘That the abuso, partly, grew out of this, that 
sir Giles had compounded with oue Geldard 
for the same, who, ta make his best comino- 
dity thereof, put into the book matters of great 
value at small rates; which, when his lordship 
heard of, he rcbuked sir Giles and willed hima 
te look to it, and not to sulfer any thing to be 
past but what the chanc. of the excheq. should 
first allow of. That, thereupon, the said sir 
Giles, in the hearing of his lordship, delivered 
has book to mr, Chancellor to be viewed, and 
whatsoever he thought good to be put out. 
Lastly, though much was intended to the pre-e | 
Judice of his maj. and the subject, yet nothimny 
was past.”—When the minister had ended his 
speech, a motion was made and agreed to, 
© That, although the Proots given betore the 
Lords against sir Giles Mompesson and others 
his agents, for their misdemcanors, were good 
and manirold, vet, their lordships will hear the 
parties themselves what they can say in their 
own detence, But, because Faster is drawing 
on, and the time of recess very near, in which 
short space all the delinquents cannot be heard 
and proceeded against; it was further agreed, 
That a collection be made of all the proofs, 
concerning sir Giles only; which being read 
to the house, the Lards would proceed to sen- 
tence sir Giles, though absent; for that his 
fiicht is an eviction in law: and for that the 
expectation thereof is great as well as the 
grievance, therefore the proceedings should be 
with expedition, that the whole kingdom might 
hear of the Punishment imposed’ upan Delin- 
quents, by this parl. as well us of the granted 
Subsidies. | 

- A debate arising, in what manner to pro- 
ceed against the said sir Giles, whether by In- 
dictment in that house, or otherwise? And 
there being sume confusion amongst the Speak- 
ers, the Prince of Wales, who constantly at- 
tended this business morning and afternoon, 
maade a motion, “ That by the ancient Orders 
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of the House, no lord was to speak twice, 
though to explain himself, except some other 
lord mistake his meaning in any part of his 
specch.” ‘Chis was cuimnanded to be enter- 
ed, and ordered ty be observed. 

On a motion of the earl of Arundele, the 
house was adjourned, ad hbitum, and the lord 
clief justice left his seat, as lord chancellor. 
Vhen it was debated, What course should be 
taken with Matthias Fowlis, George Geldard, 
and other delinquents, committed by the Lower 
House, and sent by them to be examined by 
the Lords; and many foul abuses proved 
myadust them. Likewise concerning sir Fra. 
Mitchell, whom the Lower House had. first 
committed for a coutempt acamst them, and 
is alsa found guilty of many ereat misdemean- 
ors, relating to the patent of Gold and Silver 
Thread, But nothing was then resolved on ; 
and the chief justice returning to his seat, as 
chancellor, a message was sent from the Lerds 
to the Lower House, to desire they would 
please to present themselves this afternoon, 
with their Speaker, to bear his maj.’s cote 
mission read tor the royal assent ta the two 
Subsidy bills: also, to acquaint them, that che 
Lords had agreed the recess from parl. this 
time, to be on Tuesday next; but that the 
Lords do leave the ume for access again, 
to the consideration af the Commons: and 
further, to let them know that the Lords 
ure very careful to expedite the bill avainse 
Promoters, which was so earnestly commended 
unto them, Which bill had heen once read, 
bit, because the time of the recess is so 
near, their lordships intend to spend this tu- 
terval dn) proeceding to sentence sir Giles 
Mompesson only. Lastly, their lordships de- 
sire a: Conference with them, about the sate 
keeping or bailing of Matthias Fowlis, George 
Geldard, and other delingnents, committed by 
them of that house; and that they come pre- 

ared to give their lordships satistaction there- 
mn” Answer returned, “ That the Commons 
agreed tu all these propositions of the Lords ; 
would come prepared tor the Conference that 
afternoon ; and yive them an answer tu cvcry 
thing,” . 

March 22, p. m, The Speaker of the 
Commons being scnt for in, and come to the 
bar, the lord chief justice delivered to the 
clerk the king’s commission, signed by his maj. 
and under the great seal, with the two acts uf 
Subsidies annexed to it. , Which commission 
being read, the Commons withdrew.—The 
Lords being to meet the other house im the 
Paimted Chamber, the earl of Dorset. ac- 
quainted their Jordships, ‘‘ That he was in- 
tormed by several gentlemen of the Commons, 
that the message sent them in the morning 
was wholly mistaken in the delivery of it. On 
which another message was sent to the same 
purport, by other messengers, in order to ex- 
plain the former.’—On the return trom the 
Conterence, the lord treasurer made the re- 
port of it to the Lords, that the Commons 
render their lardships humble thanks for their 
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_ hon. and respectful entertainment ; with hearty 
thanks to Almighty Gud for the great and 
good unity between the two houses. That 
whereas their lordships had left the time of 
access again to parl. to be resolved on by 
thein; they, upon serious deliberation, have 
agreed the same to be on the 17th of April 
next. That they refer unto their lordships the 
bailment or commitment of Matthias Fowlis, 
Geldard, and otber prisovers, by them trans- 
mitted to their lordships. But their opinion is, 
if it may so stand with their lordships pleasure, 
that a gual is the best bail for them. And, as 
for sir Fra. Mitchell, though he be by them 
committed prisoner tu the ‘Tower, yet he is lett 
to their lordships determination.” —Aftcr some 
debate on what should be done with those 
prisoners, it was ordered, That Fowlis and 
Geldard should be committed close prisoners 
to the Fleet; with a special charge to the 
warden for their safe custody: and a warrant 
was made out by the clerk of parl. accordingly. 

Further Proceedings in the Lord Chancellor 
Bacon’s Cause.| March 23. It was agreed, 
“ That the two former committees, or any two 
lords of either of the said committees, be ap- 

ointed to examine witnesses, in the Chancel- 
or’s Cause, from time to time, between the 
recess and access of pdyl.”—Edw, Egerton, 
€sq. presented a Petition, praying, “ ‘That sir 
Rowland Egerton be ordered forthwith to pro- 
duce, upon oath, certain indentures and writ- 
ings gotten unduly from the petitioner. Upon 
a motion of the lord Shefiield, the said petition 
was ordcred to remain withthe clerk, until the 
corruption and bribery complained of, be de- 
termined ; and then the lords would take it 
into their consideration.” 

On a motion of the carl of Arundele, who 
acquainted the house, “ That the lords com- 
mittees being ordered to exainine none to ac- 
cuse themselves, they had taken only the de- 
claration of Tho. Norton Gervase Unwen, 
and Anthony Berry, touching the Patentces of 
Gold and Silver; it was ordered, That the said 
persons should be now examined concerning 
sir Giles Mompesson only.” 

Sir Ralph Hansby being sworn in the Lord 
Chancellor’s Cause, the earl of Southampton 
shewed, “ Thut the said sir Ralph being exa- 
miined by his lordship and others, concerning a 
Bribe of 5001. given by himself to the lord 
chancelJur, he made a doubt whether his An- 
swer thereunto might not be prejudicial to his 
cause; wheretore, their lordships resolution 
herein was required, Whether the said sir 
Ralph should be urged to make his Answer or 
not?” After long debate of this matter, it was 
ordered, “ That the Examinations, taken in 
this cuurt, should not be hereafter used. in. any 
other cause, or in any other court. And al- 
though divers of the Lords were of opinion, 
That the y's confession of the giving of a 
bribe could not be prejudicial at all to hin, 
yet others doubted thereof. Therefore, it was 

ut to the question, Whether the said sir 
Balph should be examined what gift.or reward 
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he had given to the Lord Chanecllor, and it 
was agrecd he should be examined in thag 
form only.” 

The earl of Huntingdon, one of the came 
mittee appointed to search Precedents of scn- 
teaces, &c. reported, “ That they bad searched 
the records, and the earl of Warwick read the 
heads of several precedents, and then delivered 
the notes taken out of the records, and signed 
by the officers, to be kept by the clerk.—The 
collection of sir Giles Mompesson’s offences, 
touching Inns and Hosteries, and the proots 
thereof, were read, with the patont and com- 
mission concerning the same. 

The King’s Speech to the Lords.| March 26. 
The king came to the House of Lords, the 
pecrs being all in their robes, and the Prince 
with his coronet on his head ;. the car} of Ox- 
furd, as lord great chataberlain, bearing his 
white stafi, and the earl of Montgomery the 
sword. Lis maj. being seated on the throne, 
made the following Speech to the Lords only: 

“© My lords, The last time I came hither, 
my errand was to intorm you (as well as my 
memory could serve me, of things so long 
passed) of the verity of my proceedings, and 
the cautions used by me in the passing of those 
Patents, which are now in question beture 
you; to the effect, that they mght not be 
abused in the exccntion ; and tis I did by way 
of declaration. But now I «mw come (under- 
standing the time of your censure to draw 
near) to express my readiness to put in execu- 
tion (which is the life of the law) those tnings, 
which ye are to sentence (for evea the law it- 
sclf is a dead letter without execution) {pr 
which office God hath appointed me in these 
kingdoms, And though I assure myself, that 
mv former behaviour, in all the course of my. 
life, bath made me well known tor a just king; 
yet in this special oase I thought fit to express 
my own intentions, out of my own mouth, for 
punishment of things complamed of. The first 
proof whereof [ have given by the diligent 
search I caused to be made atter the person of 
sir Giles Mompesson, whe though he were flea, 
yet my Proclamation pursued him instantly: 
and as I was earnest in tbat, so will [ be.to 
sce your sentence against him put in execute 
tion.—T'wo reasons move me to be earnest 10 
the execution of what ve are to sentence at 
this time: first, that duty I owe to God, who 
hath made me a king, and tied me to the care 
of govt. by that politic marringe betwixt mec 
and my peuple. For Ido assure you in the 
heart of an honest man, and by the tiith of a 
christian king (which both ye and all the world 
know ine to be) had these things been com- 
plained of to me before the parl. l weuld have 
done the office of a just king; and out of pasl. 
have punished them as severely, and perad- 
venture more, then ye now intend to do— 
But now that they are discovered to me in pail. 
I shall be as ready in this way, as I should 
have been in the other. For (I confess) Lam 
ashamed (these things proving so, as they are 
generally. reported.to be). that 1b was not Dy 
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= iene to be the only author of the re- 
tion aad punishment of them, by some 
ordioury courts of justice. Nevertherless, since 
these things arc now discovered by parl. which 
belere I knew not of, vor could so weil be 
discovered otherwise, in revard of that repre- 
sentative body of the kingdom, which comes 
from ali parts of the country: I will be never 
a whit the slower to do my part for the execu- 
tion. For, as many of yuu that are here have 
heard me often say, so { will still say: so pre- 
Cious.unto me ts the public good, that no private 
person whatsoever, where he never so dear 
unto me, shall be so respected by me, by many 
degiees, as the publi¢ good, not only of the 
whole commuuweaith, but even of any parti- 
cular corporation that is a member of it: and 
I hope that ye, my lords, will do me that right 
tu publish to my people this my heart and 
purpose.—The 2nd reason is, That I intend 
hot to derogate or infringe any of the liberties 
Or privileges of this house, but rather to for- 
tuy and strengthen them. For never any king 
hath done so much for the nobility of England 
as I have done, and will ever be ready todo. 
And whatsvever [ shall now say or deliver unto 
you as my thought, yet when [ have said what 
think, I will atterwards treely leave the judy- 
ment wholly to your house. I know ye will do 
nothing, but what the like hath been done be- 
_ fore: and I pray you he not jealous, that I will 
abridge you in any thing that hath been used. 
For whatsoever the precedents in times of good 
vt. can warrant, I will allow. For I acknow- 
edge this to be the supreme court of justice, 
wherein I am ever present by representation. 
And iw this ve may be the better satished by 
AY OWN presence, coming divers times amongst 
you: neither can I give you any greater assu- 
rance, or better pledge of this my purpose, 
than that [ have done you the honour toset 
my ouly son among you; and hope that ye 
with hin, shall have the means to make this 
the happiest parliament that ever was in Eng- 
land. This I profess, and take comfort in, 
that the Commons at this time have shewed 
greater love, and used me with more respect in 
all tueir proceedings, than ever any house of 
commons have heretofure done to me, or (I 
tlink) to any of my predecessors. As for this 
heuse of yours, | have always found it respec- 
tive to me; and accordingly do [, and ever did 
favour you as ye weil deserved. And I hope 
it will be accounted a happiness for you, that 
aay son doth now sit amongst you, who, when 
it shall please God to set him in my place, will 


then remember that he was once a member of 


yeur house; and so be bound to maintain all 
your lawful privileges, and like the better of you 
all the days of his life. But, because the world 
at this time talks so much of Bribes, I bave 
ust cause to. fear, the whole body of this. house 

bribed him te be a good instrument for 

you reese oceasions + he dath so good offices 
in ali his reports to me, botis: for the house in 
general, and every one of you in particular. 
4nd. the like I may.say. of-one that sits these. 
(Buckingham) He bath been so ready upon all oc- 


a 


since both houses have dealt so loving! 
freely with me, in giving me, as a free gilt, two 
Subsulies in a more loving manner than hath 


ed by me; and since 


[1200 


casions te do good offices, both fer the house in | 
ceneral, and every member thereof iu particular. 
One proof thereot, I hope my lord ot Arundell 
hath already witnessed unto you, in his re~ 
port made unto you of my auswer, touching 
the privileges of the nobility, bow carnestly he 
spake unto me in that matter.—Now, my 
lords, the time draws near of your recess: whe~ 


ther fonnality will leave you tune fur proceed- 


ing now tosentence against all,or any the persuns 


now in question, [ know not. But for iy part, 


and 


been given to any king before, and s0 accept 
cannot yet retribute by 
a general pardon, which hath by form usually 
been reserved to the end of a parl.: the least 
I can do (which I can forbear no longer) is to 
do something in present, for the good and ease 
of my people.—Three patents at this tme 
have been complained of, and thought great 
Grievances: 1, That of the Inns and |iosteries. 
3. That of the Alchouses. 3. That of Gold 
and Silver Thread. My purpose is to strike 
them all dead, and (that tine may not be lost) 
IT will have it done presently. That conccrno- 
ing the Alehouses, I would have to be left to 
the managing of the justices af peace, as bo- 
fore. ‘That of Gold and Silver Thirend was 
most vilely executed, both fur wrongs done to 
Inen’s persons, as also for abuse in the stuff; 
for it was a kind of false coin. I have alread 
freed the persons that were in prison: I wil 
now also damu the patent: and this may seem 
instead of a-pardon. All these three I will 
have recalled by proclamation, aed wish you 
to advise of the fittest turm for that purpose.— 
I hear also that there is another bill amongst 
you against Informers: I desire you, my lords, 
that as ye tender my honour, and the good of 
my people, ye will put that bi to aa end so 
soon as ye can; and at your next ineeting to 
make it one of your first works. For I have 
already shewed my dislike of that kind of peo- 
ple openly in Star Chamber; and it will be 
the greatest ease both to me, and all those 
that are near about me at court, that may be. | 
For I reweinber, that since the beginning of 
this parl. Buckingham hath told me, be never 
found such quiet and rest, as in this. time of 
parl, trom projectors and informers, who at 
other times miserably vexed him at all bours. 
—And now [ confess, that when I looked be- 
fore upon the face of the govt. I thought (as 
every man would have done) that the peo 
were never so happy as in my time. For 
even, as at divers tincs I have booked upon 
many of my coppices, riding about them, and 
they appeared on the outside very thick, and 
well grown unto me: but when I entered into 
the midst. of them, I found them all bitten 
within, and full of plains and bere spots; like. 
‘an apple or pear, fair and smooth without, 
but when ve cleave it asunder, ye find it rot- 
ten at the heart: even so this kingdom, the 
external govt. being as good as ever it was, 
and J am sure as learned judges as ever it had 


1227] PARL. HISTORY, 18 James I.. 1620.—Proceedings, and Judgment in the- 


| 


| 


(and I hope as honest) administering justice 
within it; and for peace, both at home and 


abroad, I may truly say, more settled, and. 


longer lasting, than ever any before, together 
with as great plenty as ever: so as it was to be 
thought, that every man might sit in satety 
under his own vine, and his own fig-tree : vet L 
amashamed, and it makes ny hair stand upright, 
to consider, how in this time my people have 
been vexed, and polled by the vile execution 
of projects, patents, bills of contormity, and 
-such hike; which, besides the trouble of my 
people, have more exhausted their purses, than 
subsidies would have done.—Now, my lords, 
betore I go hence, since God hath made me 
the rreat judze of this land under him: and 
that. | must answer tor the justice of the same: 
I will theretore (according to my place) remem- 
ber you of some tings, though { would not 
teach you. For no ian’s S haawle dve can be 
so good, but their memories will be the better 
to be refreshed. And now because ye are 
coming to give judement, all which moves from 
the king, that you may the better proceed, 
take into vour care two things: Tat, to do 
‘bonum,” 2ndlv, next to doit * bent.’ I call 
$ bonus,’ when all is well proved, whereupon 
ye judge, for then ye build upon a sure foanda- 
tion: and by ‘bene’? TE understand, that ye 
proceed with all formality and legality : where- 
In you have fit occasion to advise with the 
judges, who are to assist yon with their opinions 
in cases of that nature; and woe be to them, 
if they advise vou not well. So the ground 
bemg good, and the form orderly, it will prove 
a course fitting this bigh court of parl.—In 
sentence ye are to observe two parts: 1st, to 
recollect that which is worthy of judging and 
ecnsuring : and &ndlv, to proceed against there, 
as against such like crimes properly. We 
doubt there will be many matters before you, 
some complained of out of passion, and some 
out of just cause of Grievance. Weigh both: 
but be not carried away with the impertinent 
discourses of them, that name as well innocent 
men, as guilty. Let your judyments only take 
hold of the guilty: proceed judicially, and spare 
none where ye find just case to pumsh: but 
Jet your procecdings be according to law. And 
remember, that laws have not their eves’ in 
their necks, but in their foreheads. For the 
moral reason of tl:e punishment of vices, in all 
kingdoms and commonwealths, is, because of 
the breach of laws standing in force; for none 
can be punished for breach of laws by predes- 
tination, before they be made.—There is vet 
one particular, which I am to remember you 
of, I hear that sir Henry Yelverton (w ho is 
now in the Tower, upon a sentence givenin the 
Star Chamber azainst him, for deceiving my 
trust) 1s touched concerning a warrant dor- 
mant, which he made while he was my attor- 
ney: the which my lord treasurer* here, re- 


* Hearv Montagu, viscount Mandeville. He 
had been betore lord chicf justice of Envland. 
See his remarkable speech upon the Supply, 
anno 1601, p. 921. - 


| 


[ieee 


fused to set. bis hand unto, like an honest man, 
when it was browht unto him, I protest, [ 
never heard or this warrant dormant before, 
and { hold it as odious a matter, as any is he- 
fore you: and i, tor respect to me, ye have 
forborn to meddie with him i In cxaminauion, be- 
cause he is mv prisoner; I do now here fr evly 
rent him unto you, and put him into your 
hands.—And this is all I have to sav unto you, 
at this tine; wishing you to proceed justly and 
nobly, according to the orders of vour house : 
and T pray God to bless you: and ye mav as- 
sure vourselves of my assistance; wishing that 
what { have said this day, amouyst vou, ma 

be entered into the Records of this house.” 

The king having ended his speech, the Lords 
conceived so much joy thereat; that they or- 
dered the whole house to go to him, at one in 
the afternoon, with their must humble thanks 
for it, 

Further Proceedings in the Trial of sir G. 
Mompesson.] ‘The collection of Offences and 
Abuses, committed by sir Giles Mompesson, 
in the 3 patents which were granted to him, 
being all read: it way resolved by the whole- 
honse, “ ‘That it did appear to the Lords, and 
they were fully satished, sir Giles Mompesson 
had erected a court without warrant; and, 
also, that he imprisoved the kine’s subjects and 
exacted bonds trom them by threats, without 
warrant; and, afterwards, by undue practices, 
procured a proclamation and other warrants to 
colour such his doings. And yet that he exe- 
cuted all these ills, and seized the goods of 
divers persons, contrary to such authority, so 
eed procured by hun. That he neither pad 

he 101. reserved rent to the king, nor brought 
in the SOOUI. of bullion yearly, as “he pretend- 
ed and covenanted to have done. And that 
all his other offences and abuses had been fully 
proved against him.” Llereupon it was agreed, 
“That the Lords would give sentence against 
sir Giles, in their robes, in the atternoon, The 
lord admiral, Buckinghain, desired to be ex- 
cused if he should be absent; but he gave his 
assent to their lordships censure of the said sir 
Giles ; aflirming, Phat he had hichly abused the 
king, and also himself, mure than any other 
lord of that house.” 

March 26, p.m. The whole house met again, 
The Lords were in their robes, in order to give 
sentence against the offender, it was much ‘de=. 
bated first, amongst them, what punishment 
sir Giles deserved for his high crimes: and, 
because the punishment iflicted berctotore on 
Iunpson and Dudley was much spoken of, the 
Lords desired to hear their indictments, The ine 
dictment of Rd. Empson, taken at Northamp- 
ton, 1 Hen. VIII. was read; by which it was 
observed, that the said Empson was indicted 
fur treason against the king. The attorneys 
general also certified to their lordships, that 
Dudley was ind:cted, 11 London, for treason. 
But to the end that these matters might be: 
more freely discusscd, and what punishment: 
wus fit to be sallicted on the offender, the 
house adjourned ‘ ad libitum;’ when, after a 
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long debate, the lords a¢reed upon a Judg- 
ment against sir Giles: the earl of Arundel 
observing, that their lordships might proceed 
agaist him hereatter, f more twattcr, or mat- 
ter of a higher nature, was found out.—Accord- 
ingly a Messave was sent trum the Lords to 
the Communs, “ ‘Ehatif they and their Sveaker, 
arcording to. the ancient custom of puariia- 
ments, come to demand of the lords, that judy- 
ment be vigen aguinse sir Giles, tur the bermous 
offences by bina committed, they shall be heard : 
aiso that the Lords desire a contereuce with 
them, inthe Pamied Chumber, to-uwerrow 
mormig.” Anower returned, “ That they 
would come tu demand judgient; and that 
they avreed to tie conterence.”—In the mean 
tune the lord treasurer reported, “ That, ae- 
cording to the order of the house made this 
morning, the Price's highness, accempanicd 
with many lords, did present unto his maj. 
most huinble thanks tor his maj.’s wost graci- 
ous Sveecn to the Lords that morning; wlich 
thanks, with the manner of presenting the 
‘same, was most joyfully accepted by him, as 
he expresscd in many kind and = tavourable 
words; adding, “ ‘Lbat the Lords had taken 
the right way to catch aking, by speaking to 
hin by his son.” 

ngement against sir G, Mompesson.| The 
kmichts, citizens, aud burvesses of the House ot 
Commons, with ther Speaker, heing come up 
to the har, the Speaker repeated the last incs- 
sage which the lords lad sent unto them, and 
eau, Che Commons, by me, their Speaker, 
demand judyment against sir Giles Mompes- 
son, as the heinousness of his oenuces doth re- 
quire.” 

The Lord Chicf Justice, as Spenker of the 
house of peers, answered: “ Mr. Speaker, the 
Lords spiritual and temporal have taken know- 
ledge of the great pains the Commons have 
been at, to inform their lordships of many Com- 
plaints brought unto them against sir Giles 
Mompesson, and others, whereof their lord- 
ships received several instructions from them ; 
and, thereupon, proceeding by examination of 
divers witnesses upon onih, they tind sir Giles, 
and several others, guilty of many heinous 
Criines avainst the king’s inaj. and acainst the 
commonwealth.—TJime will not permit their 
lordship to deal with ail the offenders now ; 
thercture they proceed to give Judgmentagainst 
sir Giles, according to your demand; and, 
hereatter, ‘their lordships will proceed against 
the other offenders. The Judement of the 
lords ngajnst the said sir Giles is, And, the Lords 
Spiritual and temporal or this high court of parl. 
do award and adjudge, 1. That sir Giles shall, 
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qiusition, or jury. 4, That he shall te except- 
ed out of all general pardons to be hereatter 
vranted, “5. That he shall be unprisonced during 
lite. 6, That he shall not approach within 12 
miles of the courts of the king or priuce, nor 
of the kiig’s Ingh courts usually holden at 
Wesuminster. 7. Phat the king’s majesty shall 
have the protits of his lands for hte, and shall 
have all lis goods and chattels as forteireds 
and he shail undergo fine and ransom, which 
their Jordstips assess at 10,00U1, 8. That he 
shall be disabled to held or receive any othce 
under the king, or for the commonwealth. 9,» 
Lastly, That he be ever held an imtamous per- 
son.” 

Order for Observance of 26th of March. 
March #7. Moved ior by divers lords, agree 
on, and ordered, ¢¢ That in respect of his ma- 
Jesty’s most gracious Speech, made here on the 
Zorh of March, the same day shall be, yearly, 
a sermon day throughout all Englaud, especi- 
ally ac Westminster; and ail the fords then in 
town to resort unto it.” Ordered furcher, and 
decreed, “ Ihat in all future parliaments, the 
Lords shall sit in their robes on the @6th of 
March, ‘in perpetuain rei memoriam,’ 

Lhe King adds to Mompesson's Sentence} 
The lord admiral delivered lis maj.’> hearty 
thanks to the Lords, tur their sentence eiven 
yesterday against Mompesson, it being so just, 
and vet moderate, iu respect of the heinousness 
of the offence. And suid, That the king, out 
uf regard to his pcople and detestation of the 
said crimes, ts pleased, ex abuudante, to in- 
liict, perpetual banishment on the said Mome 
pes-on, out of all bis maj.’s dominions. 

Vhe Commons being ready in the Painted 
Chainber, for the conterence ; betore the Lords 
went to them, Che lurd treasurer first: reported 
the heads of what he was to deliver, by direc- 
tion from the house. ‘Po make a short re- 
cital of his maj.’s gracious speech here yester- 
dav. His maj.’s good allowauce and appro- 
bation of the sentence given against Mom- 
pesson; aud that, out of his grace and favour 
tu the people, he had added, to the punish. 
ment, perpetual banishment. That the lords 
of this house yesterday presented, by the prince, 
their humble thanks unto his maj. tor his said 
speech to their houses which was well accept. 
ed of, ‘To let them know that the lords did 
consider of the preeedents for tmpson and 
Dudiey ; but found they did not concur with 
this case of Mompessou they being both indict- 
ed tor treason.”—The conierence being over, 
mwas ordered, That the whole Proceedings 
against Moinpesson, should be drawn up by 
the king’s council, perused by a committee of 


from henceforth, be degraded of the Order of . Jords appointed for that purpuse, and entercd 


Knighthood, with reservation to his wife and 
chiidren ; the ceremonies of degradation to he 
Pertormed by direction of the earl marshal’s 
Court, whensoever he shall be taken. 2. That 
he shall stand perpctuaily in the degree ofa 
Person outlawed for misdemeanors and tres- 
passes. 3. That his testimony oe received in no 
Court; aod that he shall be of ao asssize, in- 


\ 
i 


| 


in the records of part. 

Then the Lords sent a message to the Com- 
mons to know if they had any other business 
for them, because they did not intend to sit in 
the afternoon; if not they wished them ail 
happiness ia their departure aud = return, 
Ans, “ That the Commons have received the 
noble message, sent by their iordslips to them y 
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for which they gave them most humble thanks 
that they also cease trom business this morning. 
They acknowledge the great and good respect 
between the two houses, which hath been more 
this pari. than ever; and that they, for their 


_ parts, will endeavour to continue it: and so 


they wish all honour and prosperity to their 
lordships.”——It was also ordered, That each 
earl and viscount should pay 40s. and each 
bishop and baron 20s. the proxies to pay for 
the absent lords; which moncy was to be dis- 
tributed amongst some genticmen employed by 
the committee, m searching records tor parlia- 
mentary precedents ; which were to he trans- 
cribed in parchment, and satcly kept.—Three 
particular Committees of Lords appointed tc 
take éxaminations in the Lord Chancellor's 
Cause, during the recess of parl. After which 
both houses adjourned to the 17th of April. 
Further Proceedings in the Case of Lord 
Bacon and sir Edw. Villiers.) April 17. The 
Lords met; when the first thing that was done, 
was to read, a 2d time, a bill against certain 
troublesome persons, commonly called Rela- 
tors, Intormers, and Promoters; and it was 
committed. When this was over, the lord 
chamberlain acquainted the house, ‘“ That, in 
the interim of the cessation, the Lord Chan- 
cellor Bacon had been an humble suitor to bis 
maj. that he might sce and speak with him. 
And although his maj. in respect to the Lord 
Chancellor’s person, and of the place he held, 
might have granted his lordship that favour; 
yet, for that his lordship was under the trial of 
this house, his maj. would not, on the sudden, 
comply with his request.” That on Sunday 
last the king called all the lords of this house, 
which were of his privy council, before him; 
aod demanded their lordships advice what was 
best to be done in that affair. The lords did 
not presume to advise his maj. because he 
himself did, suddenly, propound such a course, 
as the world could not advise a better; which 
was, to speak with the chancellor privately. 
That yesterday his maj. admitted the lord 
chanc. to his presence. His lordship desired 
that he might has a particular of those mat- 
ters, wherewith he was charged before the 
lords of this house: for it was not possible 
for him, who passed so many orders and 
decrees in a year, to remember all things 
which fell out in them; and that, this being 
granted, his lordship wonld make two re- 
guests to his maj. “ 1st, That when his An- 
swers should be fair and clear to those things 
objected against him, his lordship might stand 
upon his innocency. Next, That where his 
Answers should not be so fur and clear, then 
_his lordship might be admitted to an extenua- 
tion of the charge: and where the proofs were 
full and undeniable, hy lordship would inge- 
nuously confess them, and put himself upon 
_ the mercy of the Lords.” Unto all which his 
maj. answered, “ That he would refer him to 
the lords of this house ; and therefore his maj. 
desired that he, the lord chamberlain, would 
make report thereof to them.” It was there- 
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upon ordered, That the-lord treasurer should 
acquaint his maj. with their thankful acknow- 
ledgment fur this his favour, and that held 
themselves highly buund to his maj. for it. 
The lord admiral, Buckingham, in a epeech 
made to the lords th:s day, protested to them, 
“‘ That whereas it was the opinion of the world 
he bad sent his brother, sir Edward Villiers, 
abroad, in the king’s serv ice, on purpose to avoid 
his trial, touching some grievances complained 
of by the Commons: his lordship was so far 
from it, that he had sent to basten his coming 
home ; and if any thing blame-worthy could 
be objected against him, his lordship was as 
ready to censure him as he was Monipesson. 
He desired that the consideration of his bro- 
ther’s affair might be expedited ; for, although 
he was a member of the lower house, bis ford- 
ship advised him not to go there till he hed 
cleared himself here. Lastly, his lordship re- 
quested, that the said sir E. Villiers might cume 


‘to his accusation, for so he should gain the 


greater honour ; his lordship not doubting but 
that he could well clear hunself from it.”—Or 
this several lords stood up, and declared their 
opinion, “ That sir Edw. Villiers might go to 
the lower house: that the said sir Edw. is onl 
named obiter, or, according to the French 
pe en pussant, in the accusation against 

Tompesson and others; but, as yet, he was 
not accused of any particular offence by him 
cupmitted.” 

The serjeant at arms, attending the house, 
by warrant, was ordered to go to the ficet, and 
bring Matthias Fowlis to the bar by nine the 
next morning. Also, that the lord chief jus- 
tice should grant a special warrant to the lieu- 
tenant of the Tower, to bring sir Henry Yel- 
verton and sir Francis Mitchel before their 
lurdships at the same time. 

Articles of Charge against Sir H. Yelverton 
with his Answers.| April 18, The house ad- 
journed themsclves into a committee, to de- 
bate and settle in what manner to procecd 
against sir Henry Yelverton, then attorney ge 
neral, and, being agreed, the chief justice ree 
sumed his place. Sir Henry was then brought 
to the bar; where, kneeling till he was bid to 
nse, the chief justice read the charge against 
him; unto which sir Henry nade the following 
particular answers. “ Churge I. That he com 
mitted divers persons for retusing to enter into 
bonds to restrain their own trade, &c. betore 
he had any authority to require any such bonds, 
Response. He confessed that he committed di« 
vers to prison, and justified the same. That 
he committed none to restrain them of their 
trades, but for their stubbornness in not obeying 
the king’s commands ; which he did to advance 
the lawful profit of his master; and that he bad 
authority to do it.—II. That he first sigued 
and directed the warrants, dormant, having ne 
authority for the same, and yet containing 
many unwarrantable clauses. Resp. He drew 
one, and first signed it; but no clause unware 
rantable was in that, and he justified it: for 
the ethers, he neither denieth nor confesseths 
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he remembers not whether he drew them or 
no.—III. That he advised the patent of Gold 
and Silver-Thread to be resumed into the king’s 
hands, conceiving the same tu be a monopoly ; 
and advised the pateitees te preceed by con- 
tract with the king. Resp. MWe advised not 
tlus alone ; he was the weakest amongst many 
that advised the contract; he denied that he 
conceived it ty be w mouopuly, and doubts not 
but tu prove it to be no inunopoly; he denicd 
that he cuufessed any such thing ta the Com- 
inons; be denied his advice tu the contract te 
culuur a monopoly; he did it in duty to the 
kiny—IV. He procured a proclamation to 
take bonds, aud signed a ducquet, shewing his 
advising with the Recorder of London and the 
city thercupon 3 whereas the recorder was not 
acquainted with it. Resp. Ue utterly denied 
he made any such docquet; he did sitn one, 
aud he did acquaint the lord chancellur and 
recorder of London with it, and desired the 
recurder to acquaint the city; but denied that 
the docquet is thut he had acquainted the city 
with,—V, That 3401 quo warranto’s, to the 
vexation of the people, were brought by him, 
touching the pateut of Inus, and but two came 
totrial. Resp, He cannot particularly answer 
this: if it appear-upon record that there be so 
many signed by him, he confesses it; but, till 
then, he humbly desires to be retained in their 
lordships favour. Adding, that if ever he de- 
served well of his maj. it was in this; that the 
king and subject were more abused by that 
oe than by any other; and, as he takes it, 
e suffers, at ‘this day, tor that patent.—VI. 
That he commenced divers suits in the exche- 
uer, touching Guld and Silver-Thread ; but 
id not prosecute the same. Resp. It mav be 
he did.”—These Answers and Contessions being 


read, the said sir Henry having leave to speak, | 


said, “ ‘Phat he thouglit himself happy in these 
uuists of his inaj.’s distavour, that he was pleased 
to cast that grace upon hit, as to send him to 
this huuourable house: that innocency had 
her present answer; wisdom required time. 
Thereture be made his must humble suit to 
have a particular of his charge in writing, and 
tine to answer the same; that he might have 
leave to repair to his chambers, at Gray’s Inn, 
and to his house, to scarch his papers; tor that 
the inatters, objected against him, did look into 
his actions tor 4, 5, and 7 years of his serving 
his maj.”—Sir Henry being withdrawn, and the 
house having taken this into consideration, he 
- was brought to the bar again; when the chicf 
justice told him, that he should have a copy of 
the charge objected against him; and leave, 
under. the hieutenant’s charge, to go to his 
house and chambers to view his papers; and 
to have time, until Saturday come se‘nnight, to 
tmake his further answer ; which was more than 
his own request. And an order of the house 
was made for it accordingly. 

The Kings Speech to the Lords.| April 24 
The Lords met in their robes, expecting the 
coming of the king, who soon after appeared 
in wae ; and, being seated on the throne, made 
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a speech to them to this effect: He first made 
a short repeution of the speech, used by him, 
to the Lords ‘and Commons on their access 
unto hin, on Friday last, viz. “ That, at that 
tine, he made a recantation unto them of his 
furmer determination not to use aly speeches 
unto them, but those usual at the beginning or 
ending of a par). But that the Commons did 
behave so worthily unto him, that he was re- 
sulved to speak oftener unto them, hereafter, 
ts occasion shall require. His maj. did put 
them in mind of the occasions of calling this 
parl., which were these: To relieve his wants 
he having received no Subsidies these many 
years; and for the relief of the torn estate of 
Christendom. To make good Laws. To hear 
and redress Grievances, which cainot come ta 
a king’s ear better than by parl.—For the urse, 
his inay. told them that he had more cause to 
give lis subjects thanks, for the two Subsidies 
granted to hin this parl. than any king ever 
had; both, for that the same was granted in 
the beginning of the parl. and for the title of the 
grant. ‘That his maj. had taken up, upon trust 
before-hand, the sums granted him by the said 
Subsidies; as well fur the defence of the Pala- 
tinate, as for the maintenance of his son-in-law 
and his daughter, and their children, and of the 
dowager also ; who are all expelled out of their 
country, as also, for preparation of arms for 
recovery thereof. That his majesty had pro- 
cured a short truce and did hope to get a ge+ 
neral peace and thereby to settle tham in their 
country again; but was to be at great charges 
to send embassadors, all over Christendom, fur 
the eflecting thereof; and if this peace could 
not be obtained, then his maj. would send _ his 
armies to recover the same. The great charges 
of either of these could not be supplied, but by 
more Subsidies. And whereas some say Sub- 
sidies may be granted at the next session; Jest 
when the same are given, his maj. might dis- 
solve the parl. with this session, within which 
uine the important business now intended can- 
not be fished his maj. protested before God, 
that whether there be any more Subsidies 
granted, or not, he intends not to dissolve this 
parl. till the matters in agitation be finished.— 
As to the making of good Laws, his maj. at - 
his first coming to the crown, commanded a - 
collection to be raade of all penal statutes, 
which books he heard were now finished, and 
he was glad of it. The said penal laws, some 
intricate, some obsolete being the groundwork 
of all informers; and, amongst other good laws 
to be made, his maj. specially recommended 
a reformation of abuses by Informers, and 
that they be punished.—As to complaints of 
Grievances, his maj. commended those for pub- 
lic grievances; protesting, that he would pre- 
fer no person, whatsoever, before the public 
good. [is maj. was also pleased “ To put 
the Lords in mind of their antient orders of this 
house in hearing complaints, in the examina- 
tions of them, and their manner to give judg- 
ment thereupon. But advised them, the time 
Deine precious, to entertain nething wluch was 
4 
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not material and weighty.” He was pleased | the said sir Henry, with many deprecations, 


to say, further, “ That he was now come to 
speak soinewhat particular unto the lords of 
this house in regard to himself; and told them, 
that, as all libels against himself are generally 
punished, so a libel against his maj. in open 
purl. must not escape. And whereas many 
coiuplaints are already made against courts of 
judicuture, which are in examination, and are 
to be proceeded on by the Lords, his maj. 
would add some, which he thinks fit also to be 
complained of and redressed ; which ure, That 
no orders be made but im public courts and 
not in chanbers: That excessive fees be taken 
away: That no bribery, nor money, be given 
for the hearing of any cause. These and many 
other things his maj. thought fit to be done 
this session; and added, ‘hat when he had 
done this and all that he can do for the-good 
‘of his subjects, he confessed he had but done 
the duty whereunto he was born. That sir 
Hen. Yelverton, being the other day at the 
bar, did infer, That all the pumishment upon 
him was tor his good service done to his maj, 
The king said, That it seemed strange to him, 
that sir Hlenry should be cxamined upon any 
thing, save the Patent of Gold and Silver- 
Thread; for his maj. did not conceive that any 
matter was complained of against him relating 
to Jnns and Hosteries, whercof he was here, 
also, cxamined. ‘That, as to this patent, Mom- 
zressun made complaint to his maj. that sir 
Ilenry refused to send any process of quo war- 
rauto against a multitude of Innkeepers; and 
his maj. accepted of sir Ilenry’s modest an- 
. wer to this, that he misliked these proceedings 
dgainst his subjects. But, afterwards, his maj. 
anderstood, that Mompesson agreeing that sir 
Henry Yelverton should receive the tees due 
unto him tor the said process, sir Henry vield- 
ed thereunto, and Mompessun made no more 
complaints thercof.—His ma). to clear him- 
self, did lay open to the Lords the many tormer 
just dislikes, which he had against this offender, 
sir Henry, before he questioned bim; and said 
the first mislike he tuund in him was, Uhat his 
anuj. referring a pardon of petty thett, to be 
considered of by bin and the then <olicitor ; 
he alone took it into his consideration, and 
sigued a perdun for murder also.— hat sir 
Henry passed at one ‘tume 4 patents for his 


ae 


maj. to grant, which the lord chancelior stayed | 


at the seal, the same being found to be very 
inconvenient. Hcreupon his maj. intended to 
have removod tim, but, by wav of preferment; 
and finding at that time a judge’s place void, 
ihe thought to have bestowed that upon hin. 
But because he had not anv precedent that 
the king's attorney gencral was ever removed 
to any other place than that of a chief judge, 
‘his maj. did then forbear, expecting some other 
splace tor him.—-That his ma). hearing of the 
charter of the city of London, lately renewed, 
containing many new excessive grants, al- 
though sir Henry then exceeded his maj.’s 
warrant, yet, his may. was ploased, at the first 
‘ko tell hing -geuthy and privat:ly of it; when 


\ 


denied absolutely that any new liberties were 
contamed in the said grant; and desired to 
kiss his maj.’s hand on that condition, which 
he did. Afterwards when his maj. intended 
to question the said sir Henry for the same, the 
lord Adiniral besought his maj. not to think 
of any private wrongs done to his lordship m 
the examination of this business, touching the 
charter of London. That sir Henry, at the 
first, justified himself by his maj’s warrant, that 
by it he might have given away all London 
from him; yet, at last, he made a good sub- 
mission, in the beginning; but in the end, he 
said, he had not wronged his maj.’s preroga- 
tive—His maj. shewed how gentle the pro- 
ceedings were acainst sir Henry, by bim and 
the lords in the Star-Chamber. But since that 
now he taxes his maj. that he suffers for good 
service done to him, his maj. requires the lords 
who are able to do him justice, to punish the 
said Sir Henry Yelverton for his slander.” 
Complaint against Sir John Bennet, who had 
been expelled hy the Commons for Bribery, &¢-] 
When his maj. had ended his speech, and was 
departed from the house, the Lords received a 
message from the Commons to this effect : first, 
“ Vhat the Commons desire a re-conference 
on the bill against Informers. Next, that they 
had received complaints of divers exorbitant 
oppressions and bribery, committed by sir John 
Bennet, knt. late a member of their house, but 
now expelled by them for the same ; that they 
desire a conterence also about bim.” Agreed 


to be at 4 this afternoon, in the Painted Cham- 


ber. It was ordered, by general consent of 
the whole house, “ That h. r. bh. the prince 
should be one of all committees, if his highness 
so please to be.” 

Lord Bacon’s Submission to the Lords.|— 
April 24,p.m. His royal highness signified to 
the Lords, That the lord chancellor had senta 
Submission unto their lordships, which was 
presently read, in hac verba : 


“To the right. hon. the Lords of the Parlia- 
nent in the Upper House assembled. The — 
humble Submission and Supplication oi 
the Lord Chancellor.” 


<¢ May it please vour lordships, I shall hum- 
bly crave at your hands a benign interprets 
tion of that which [ shall now write : for words 
that coine from wasted spirits, and oppressed 
minds, are more safe in bejng deposited to 8 
noble construction, than being circled with any 


reserved cautiun. This being moved (and, as 


I hope, obtained of your err) as a pro- 
tection, to all that I shall say, I shall go on; 
but with a very strange entrance, as may seem 
to your lordships, at first: for, in the midst of 
a state of as grent affliction as, I think, a mortsl 
man can endure; (honour being above life) 1 
shall begin with the professing of gladness n 
some things.—The 1st is, That hereafter the 
greatness of 2 jude, or magistrate, shall be no 
sanctuary or protection to him egainst guilt 
ness, which is the beginning of a golden work. 
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The next, That after this example, it is hke 
that judges will fly from any thing in the like- 
ness of corruption (though it were at a great 
distance) as from a serpent; which tends to 
the purging of the courts of justice, and re- 
ducing them tu their true honour and splen- 
dour. And in these two points, (Ged ts my 
witness) though it be my fortune to be tlic an- 
vil upon which these two effects are broken 
" and wrought, I take no small comfort. Hut to 
pass from the motions of my heart (whercof 
God is my judge) to the merits of my cause, 
whereof your lordships are judges, under God 
and his lieutenant: I do understand there hath 
been heretofore expected from me some justi- 
fication ; and therefore I have chosen one only 
Justification, instead of all others, out of the 
Justification of Job. For after the clear Sub- 
mission and Confession which I shall now nake 
uato your lordships, I hope I may say, and 
justify with Job, in these words, ‘ [ have not 
hid my sin, as did Adam, nor concealed my 
faultsin my bosom,’ ‘This is the only justifica- 
uon which I will use.—It rests, theretore, that 
without fig-leaves I do ingeniously confess and 
acknowledge, that having understood the par- 
uculars of the charge, not formally from the 
house, but enough to inform my conscience 
and memory : I find matter sufficient and full, 
both to move me to desert my defence, and tu 
move your lordships to condemn and censure 
me. Neither will I trouble your lordships by 
singling those particulars which I think might 
fall off. ‘ Quid te exempta juvat spinis de 
millibus una? Neither will I prampt your 
lordships to observe upon the proots where they 
come not home, or the scruple touching the cre- 
dits of the witnesses. Neither will I represent to 
your lordships,how far a detence might, in divers 
things, extenuate the offence, in respect of the 
time and manner of the guile, or the like cir- 
cumstances; but only leave these things to 
spring out of your own more noble thoughts 
and observations of the Evidence, and exaini- 
nations themselves; .and charitably to wind 
about the particulars of the charge, here and 
there, as God shall put into your minds, and 
to submit myself wholly to your piety and 
grace.— And now I have spoken to your lord- 
ships as judges, 1 shall say a few words unto 
you as peers and prelates, humbly commend- 
ing my cause to your noble minds and mag- 
nanimous affections. Your lordships are not 
simply judges, but parliamentary juckes; you 
have a farther extent of arbitrary power than 
ather courts; and if you be not tied by ordi- 
nary course of courts, or precedents, in points 
of strictness and severity, much less in poiits 
of mercy and mitigation: and vet if anv thing, 
which I shall move, micht be contrary to vour 
honourable and worthy end, (the introducing 
a reformation) [+hould not seek it. But herein 
F beseech your lordships to give me leave to 
tell you a story,—Titus Manlius took his son’s 
life, for giving battle against the prohibition of 
his general: not many years after, the like se- 
vennty was pussued by Papiriug Cursor, the 
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Dictator, against Quintus Maximus; who being 
upon the point to be sentenced, was, by the 
intercession of some particular persuns of the 
senate, spared: whereupon Livy maketh this 
grave and gracious observation, ‘ Neque minus 
hrmata est disciplina militaris periculo Quipti 
Maximi, quam iniserabili supplicio Titi Manlii.” 
The discipline of war was no less established 
by the questioning of Quintus Masiinus, than 
by the punishment of Titus Manlius. And the 
same reason is im the reformation of justice; 
for the questioning of men in eininent placcs, 
hath the same terror, though not the some ri- 
cour, with the punishment. But my cause stays 
not there; for my humble desire is, that bis 
ma). would take the seal into his hands; which 
is a great downfall, and may serve, I hope, in 
itscl,, for an expiation of my faults —Therc 
tore,.if mercy and mitigation be in your lord- 
ships power, and no way cross your ends, why 
should [ not hope of your favor and commise- 
ration, Your lordships will be pleased to be- 
hold vour chief pattern, the king our sovereign, 
a king of incomparable clemency, and whose 
heart is inscrutable for wisdom and goodness ; 
and vour lordships will remember, there sat 
not, these hundred years before, a prince in . 
your house 3 and never such a prince, whose 
presence dcserveth to be made memorable by 
records, and acts mixed of mercy and justice. 
Yourselves are cither nobles, (and compassion 
ever benteth in the veins of noble blood.) or 
reverend prelates, who are the servants of 
Him that would not break the bruised reed, nor 
quench the smoaking flax. You all sit upoy a 
high stave, aud therefore cannot but be sensi- 
ble of the changes of human conditions, and of 
the fall of inany from high places.—Neither 
will your lordships forget, that there are ‘ Vitia 
temporis,’ as well as ¢ vitia hominis ;’ and the 
heginniung of reformation hath the contrary 
power to the pool of Bethesda ; for that had 
strength to cure him only that was first cast in, 
and this hath streneth to hurt hin only that is 
first cast in; and, for my part, I wish it nay 
stay there, and go no further,—Lastly, I assure 
myselt, your lurdships have a noble tecling of 
me, asamember of vonr own body: and one 
thatin this very session had some taste of'vour lo- 
ving affections, which, Lhope, was nota lightoing 
betore the death of them, buat raiher a spark 
of that grace, which now im the conclusion will 
more appear: and therefore ny humble suit 
to your lordships is, That my penitent Submis- 
sion may be my sentence; the loss of my Seal 
my punishinent; and that your lordships would 
recommend tne tu his maj.’s grace and pardun 
for all thatis past. God's holy spirit be among 
you, Your lurdships humble servant, and sup- 
pliant, Fran. St. AtBay, Canc. April 22, 
1621.” 

This Submission being read by the clerk, and 
afterwards repeated by the lord chief justice, 
the house adjourned, ‘ ad libitum,’ for the bet- 
ter debating, Whether the said Submission was 
a suticient Confession for the lurds to ground 
their censure on? their lurdslups being all 
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agrecd, That the lord chancellor’s Submission 
was not satistactory, for that his Confession 
therein was not fully nor particularly set down 
but did, in some sort, extenuate it, and seemed 
to prescribe the sentence to be given against 
him by the house: It was resolved, Thac the 
lord chancellor should be chareed with the 
Briberics an! Corruptions complained of agaist 
him, and that he should make a particular an- 
swer thereunto. But, whether the chancellor 
should be brought to the bar to hear the charge, 
. or, that respect being had to his person, as hay- 
ine yet the hing’s great seal, the charge shall be 
sent to him in writing; was much debated. 
And, being pat to the question, it was carried 
for the latter. 

{It was then ordered, That mr. Baron Den- 
ham and mr. attorney general*® should be sent 
to the chanccllor with this message, ** That his 
Confession was not fully set down in the said 
Submission, for 8 causes: 1, His lordship con- 
fesseth not anv particular bribe nor corruption, 
2. Nor sheweth how his lordship heard of the 
charge thereof. 3. The Confession, such as 
it is, is afterwards extenuated in the said Sub- 
mission ; and theretore the Jurds have sent hita 
@ particular of the charge, and do expect his 
answer with all convenient expedition.” 


Corruptions charged on the Lord Chancellor 
Bacon, with the Proofs thereof. 


I. In the canse between sir Rowland 
Feerton, kutght, and Edward Egerton, esq. 
the lord chancellor received 500]. on the 
part of sir Rowland, before he decreed the 
same. Proved by the deposition of sir Row- 
land Eyerton, and John Brooke, who pro- 
vided the money, and payed it to the chane.’s 
nvent. Bevis Thelwell deposes he delivered 
2001]. to the lord chanecllor. He received from 
dw, Egerton, in the same cause, 4001. proved 
by the depositions of sir Rd. Young and sir 
George Hastings, Ralph Merefeild, and Tris- 
tram Woodward.—II. In the cause between 
Hody and Hody, he received a dozen of but- 
tons of the value of 501. a fortnight after the 
cause was ended: proved by the depositions 
of sr Tho, Perient and John Churchill; who 
speak: of a greater value by the report of 
Hody.—IM. In the cause between the lady 
Wharton and the coheirs of sir Pra, Willongh- 
by, he received of the lady 3101.5 proved by the 
depositions of the lady Wharton, Red. Keeling, 
and Anthony Gardner.—IV. In sir T. Monk's 
cause, he received of Sir Thomas, by the 
hands of sir Hen. Holmes, 1101. but this was 9 
months arter the suit was ended: proved by 
sir Hen. Holmnes.—V. In the canse hetween 
sir John Trevor and Ascuc, he reccived of the 
said sir John 1001: proved by Rd. Keeling. — 
VI. In the canse between Holman and Young, 
he received of Young 1004 after the decree 
mnade for him: proved by the aforesaid Rd. 
Keeling.—VII. In the cause between Fisher 


ft 


* Sir Thomas Coventry, so appointed upon 
the removu! of sir Henry Yelverton, 


and Wrenham, after the decree was past, he 

received of Fisher a suit of hangings worth 

1601. and better; which Fisher gave by advice 

ot Mr. Shute: proved by sir Edw. Fisher.— 

VII. Un the cause between Kenneday and Van- 

lore he had of Kennedy a rich Cabinet worth 

800l.: proved hy James Kenneday.—IX. He 

borrowed of Vanlore 10001. upon his own 

bond, at one time; and the hke sum at ano- 

ther time, on his own note, indorsed by Hunt, 

his mann; proved by Peter Vanlore.—X. He 

received from Richard Scott 2001. after his 
cause was ended, but upon a precedent pro- 
inise ; likewise, he had in the same cause 1001. 

for sir John Lenthall’s part: proved by Rd. 
Scott and Edw. Sherborne.—X{. In a cause 
between Wroth and sir Arthur Manwaring, he 
had of the former 100].: proved by John 
Churchill and John Hont.—XI. Sir Ralph 
Hansby, having a cause depending before the 
chancellor, he had of him 5001.: proved by 
sir Kalph.—NHP. Win. Countou had an ex- 
tent granted him for a debt of 12001. the lord 
chanc. staid it and wrote his letter ; on which 
part of the debt was paid presently, and part 
at a future day. ‘The lord chanc, hereupon 
sends to borrow 5001. and, because Counton 
was to pay one Huxley 400]. his lordship re- 
quired Huxley to forbear it for 6 months, and 
thereupon obtains the moncy from Counton. 
The money being unpaid, suit graws between 
Huxley and Counton, in chancery ; where his 
lordstiup decreed Counton to pay Huxley the 
debt, with damages and costs, when the money 
was in his own hands: proved by Wm, Coun- 
tou.-—NIV. In the caure between sir William 
Brunker and Aubrey, the chancellor received 
from Aubrey 100]. : proved by the depositions 
of Christ. Aubrey, sir George Uastings, and 
the letters from Aubrey to the lord chancellor. 
—AV. In lord Montague’s cause, he received 
froin that lord 6 or 7001, and more was to be 
paid at the end of the cause: proved by Thel- 
well.--NVI. In Mr. Dunch’s cause he reccived 
from him 2001.: proved by ‘Thelwell.—XVII. 
In a cause between Reynell and Peacock, the 
lord chance, received from Reynell 2001. and a 
diamond ring worth 3 or 600). : proved by John 
Hunt and sir John Reynell. He took of Pea- 
cock also 1001, and borrowed 10001. without 
security, interest, or time of repayment : proved 
by Wm. Peacock and James Rolfe —XVIUI._ 
In the canse between Smithwick and Wyche, 
he received trom the former 200). which was 
repaid: proved by John Hunt.—XIX. In sir 
Henry Russel’s cause, he received money from 
him; but it 1s uot certain how much: proved 
bv Munt.—XX. In the cause of Mr. Barker, 
the chancellor received of Barker 7001.: proved 
by Rob. Barker and Edw, Sherborne.—XXI. 
There being « reference from his maj. to his 
lordship, of a business between the grocers and 
apothecaries of London, he received of the 
crocers 2001.: proved by sir Tho. Middleton, 
alderman Johnson, and John Banbury. And 
he received, in the same cause of the apothe- 
caries, who opposed the grocers, a taster of 
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gold worth 40 or 501. togcther with a present 
of ambergrease : proved by sir Tho. Midule- 
ton and Samuel Jones. Also, of the new com- 
pany of apathecarics, in the same cause 1401. : 
apa by John Kellet and Gabriel Sheriff.— 

ALL. He took of the French merchants 1000}. 
to constrain the vintners ‘of London to take 
from them 1500 tuns of wine: proved by Kob., 
Bell, Wm. Spright, and Rd. Peacock. ‘Lo ae- 
complish this business he used very indirect 
means, by colour or his office and authority. 
without bill or suit depending; terrifying the 
vintners by threats and imprisonments of their 
persons, to buy wines, for which they had no 
use nor need, at higher rates than they were at 
that time vendible: proved by John Child, 
Henry Ashton, Tho. Haselfote, Ralph Moure, 
Tho. Knight, and the chancellor’s own letters 
and orders.—XXIITI. The lord chancellor hath 
also given way to great exactions by his scr- 
vants, both in fespect of private seals, and 
likewise for sealing of injunctions, with other 
things : proved by Thomas Manwood and itd. 
Keeling.” 

April 25, p. m. Mr. Baron Denham and 
Mr. Attorney General reported, That they did 
yesterday deliver unto the lord chancellor, the 
Charge of his Corruptions, &c. in writing, and 
required his lordship’s Answer; who said he 
would return one as soon as possible. 

The lord chief justice received a letter from 
the lord chancellor, directed to sir James Ley, 
kne. lord chief justice of the king’s hench, and 
supplying the place of lord chancellor by com- 
mission; which letter the Lords would take no 
notice of, because it was directed to the Jord 
chief-justice, and not to the house. 

Ie was. moved by the lord Southampton, 
«© That the lord chancellor’s Answer was not 
satisfactory to their last message; but that he 
should be required to answer directly from his 
own mouth.” Upon this a long debate arose, 
Whether he should be brought to the bar or 
no? At last another message was agreed upon 
to be sent to this etiect, “ That their Jordships, 
having received a doubtful answer to the mes- 
suce they sent to him vesterday, they now send 
again to him to know of him, directly and pre- 
sently, whether he-will make his Contession, or 
stand upon his detence ?”—Auswer, “ That the 
lord chancellor will make no manner of defence 
to the charge, but meaneth to acknowledee 
Corruption: to make a particular confession 
to every point; and, after that, an humble 
submission: but he humbly craves liberty, that 
where the charge is more tull than he finds the 
truth of the fact, he may make declaration of 
the real truth in such particulars, the charge 
being brief, and not contaming all circnm- 
stances.” The Lords allowed him time, to 
April the 3uth, to send such Confession and 
Submission as he intended to make. 

Proceedines in the Case of Sir John Bennet. ] 
The lord treasurer reported what occurred at 
the conference yesterday with the Commons, 
touching the affair of sir Joht Bennett, the effect 
thereof wus, that the said sir John Bennett; knt. 


judge of the prerogative court of Canterbury, 


being directed by Law, both what to do, and 
what tees to take, did, contrary to law, exact 
great and extream fees, with much bribery. 
Sume complaints against hin were opened, 
with a request from the Commons that they 
might send up more hereafter, if any came be- 
tore them.” - A Petition froin sir John Bennett 
to the Lords was read, humbly shewing, “ That. 
he was kept a close prisoner, under the custody 
of the sheriff of Mondon, in his own house, and 
humbly desiring to have the liberty of that, 
upon good security.” Upon a motion made to 
the lords, how far the petitioner should have 
this liberty granted him, it was at last agreed 
and ordered, “ ‘That whereas sir John had pre- 
sented a Petition, setting forth that he was 
kept a close prisoner, &c. their lordships would 
permit him the liberty ot his own house, upon 
this security; to give into this court the names 
of such sufficient persons as will be bail for his 
furthconting; who shall be bound in the full 
sum of 40,0001. or clsc he shall be committed 
to the Tower, and have the liberty thereof.” 

Charge against Sir Francis Mitchell.J— 
April 26. The collection of offences cominit- 
ted by sir Francis Mitchell, copartner with 
Mompesson, with the proofs thereot, was read, 
viz, I. “ That he received an anuuty of 1001. 
per ann. to be continued for 5 ycars, for exe- 
cuting the comtnission, touching Gold and Sil- 
ver-Lhread, Proved by the decd of the grant 
thereof from Rd. Dyke and sir N. Salter, knt. 
to him the said Mitchel, dated May 27. ann. 
17 Jac.—lT. He and Henry ‘weedy took upon 
them the execution of the first commission, 
touching Gold and Silver-Thread, and therein 
exceeded and abused their power, by commit- 
ing divers to prison before conviction, and by 
committing others for refusing to enter into 
bonds required by them, and not warranted 
by the said commission. Proved by the seve- 
ral persons committed for refusing to be bound 
trom following their tree trades.—ILL. That 
there being a second commission, touching 
Gold and Silver-Thread, granted, he aione 
committed divers to prison, the authority being 
ziven to two.—IV. That he erecred an office, 
kept a court, nade officers and divers unwar- 
rantable orders, and exacted bonds for the 
observance of the same. Proved by his hooks 
of orders, and the bonds themselves, &e.—V. 
That in a smut between Fowles and Lake, in 
the Star-Chamber he took of the latter three 
22s. peices to compound the same: proved by 
Lake.” | : 

Sir F. Mitchell being called to the bar, was 
charged with the said offences; and he made 
his answers unto them particularly. Some he 
denied and others contessed: and then having 
leave to speak for himself, he made a discourse 
“commending the first commission of Gold 
and Silver-Thread; and that he misliked the 
second commission, and would nothave niedled 
with it, 1f he could have avoided it: but Mom- 
pesson told him, weekly, that he had a com- 
mand from the king to do thus and thus; aud 
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what could he do to withstand 
then be was withdrawn. 

April 26, p.m. Matthias Fowlis was brought 
to the bar, and charged with many henious 
oyences, in the patent of Gold and Silver- 
Thread, &c. by false-dying and counterfeiting 
the same; which, having answered to, he was 
ordered again to the bar the next morning.— 
April 27. The charge against Fowhs conti- 
nued, and his defence, which took up the whole 
forenoon. Afterwards the lords agreed to mect 
in their robes, and give sentence against sir I. 
Mitchell, in the afternoon; and Fowlis was 
ordered to attend also. 

April 27, p.m. Some debate arose in the 
house, Whether sir F. Mitchell should be exa- 
mined again, as to some points, betore sen- 
tence? it was agreed he should. And, after some 
questions about other matters, he was parti- 
cularly examincd about sir E. Villiers, Bucking- 
ham’s brother; who is named also by the Com- 
Mons in their declaration. He said, “‘ That 
he was told by hearsay, sir Edw, Villiers was 
with sir Henry Yelverton, nbout this business 
of the patent of Gold and Silver-Thread ; but 
knows not for certain of any thing which sir 
Edw. said, or that sir Henry wrote any letters 
to the lord chancellor, about the commitment 
of any offenders against that patent, He said 
that sir Henry Yelverton committed 8 or 4 
siik-men, as he hath heard; but he knows not 
whether sir Edw. was present at the commit- 
ment of the silk-men, or whether sir Edw. did 
threaten these silk-men; but adds, he hath 
heard that the said sir Edw. was accused of it; 
but he knows not by whom.” 

Petition of sir Henry Yelverton.] April 28. 
The lieutenant. of the Tower was called on to 
bring in the body of sir H. Yelverton, according 
to an order of the house the 18th inst. ‘The lieut, 
excused his not bringing the prisoner, because 
he was so troubled with the rheum and tooth 
ech he was not able to speak. ‘The othcer was 
sworn to this ; and besides it was urdered, That 
the Earls of Dorset and Warwick, the bp. of 
Bangor, the lords Hunsden, Walden, and Grey 
should be sent to the Tower to view the person 
of the said sir Henry, and examine the truth 
of the excuse delivered by the hent.-—In regard 
that his maj. in alate specch tn this house, had 
said, “ Phat the chjections of the writs of quo 
warranto, in the business of the Inns, against 
sir Henry Yelverton, was somewhat strange 
unto him,” it was moved in the house, That 
the Lords should endeavour to give his may. 
satistaction of the reasons thereof. A commit- 
tee wus theretote eppomted to wait on his 
Ma). at such toe as he should he pleased to 
admit them to his presence; and to inform him, 
That thesame was particularly objected against 
sir Henry, in the declaration of the complaint 
of the Lower House to their lordships ; and to 
shew his maj. the number of them that were 
molested thereby, under the hands of the offi- 
cers of the crown-office ; and how tew were le- 
guiy proceeded against.—April 30. The earl 
of Dorsct, frum the comunittee appointed to ga 
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to inspect sir Henry Yelverton at the Tower, 
reported, “ That they found him in his bed, 
much swoln about the face with the rheum: 
that his Answer is ready; and that he hopes 
to be able in two or three days, to make his 
appearance at the bar.’ | 

Lhe Lord Chancellor Bacon’s Confession. 
April 30. The lord chief justice acquaint 
the Lords, that he had received from the lord 
chancellor baron a papereroll, sealed up; 


| which being opened, was found to be direct 


to their lordships, and was read: ‘ 


“ To the rt. hon. the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal in the high court of parliament 
assembled. The Confession and Humble 
Submissign of me the Lord Chancellor: 


“‘ Upon advised consideration of the charge, 
cescending into my own conscience, and callin 
my memory to account as far as I am able, f 
do plainly and ingeniously confess, that I am 
guilty of Corruption, and do renounce all de- 
fence and put inyself on the grace and mercy 
of Sb lordships, The particulars I contess 
and declare to be as follows:” (In this Con- 
fession the chancellor repeats every particular 
head of the charge against him; but as that 
hath been given at large in the foregoing pages, 
it is needless to insert it again, We shall 
therefore only give his Answers to each Article, 
as they are put down in the charge seriatim.”] 
I. To the first Article he confessed, ‘That upon 
a reference from his maj. of all suits between 
sir towland Egerton and Edw, Egerton, both 
partics submitted to his award, by reciprocal 
recognizances in 10,000 marks a piece: that 
aftcr divers bearings, he made his award with 
the advice of lord Hobart; and, some days 
atter, the sums mentioned in the charge were 
delivered to him trom sir Rowland, That mar. 
Edward Egerton flying off from the award, a 
suit was begun in chantery by sir Rowland ta 
have the award contirmed; anda decree was 
made thereupon, That soon ater his coming 
to the seal, when many presented him, he re- 
ceived the 400]. mentioned in this article, of 
mr. Egerton; but, as he remombred, it was for 
tavours past.—ll, That in the cause between 
Hedy and Hody, about a forehnight after the 
cause was ended, there were gold-buttons, 
about the value of 501, presented hims.—III. 
‘that in the cause between the lady Wharton, 
and the co-heirs of sir Francis Willoughby, he 
reccived of the lady Wharton 2001. in gold, 
and, at another time, 100 pieces while the cause 
was depening.—IV. That he received of sir 
Tho. Monk 100 pieces; but it was Jong after 
his suit was endcd.—V. That he received of sir 
John Trevor, as a new-years-gift, 1001. but he 
confessed it was while his cause was depend- 
ing.—VJ.In the cause between Holman and 
Young, he received of Young 100). but it was 
long after his cause was ended.—VII. That 
while the cause was depending between Fisher 
and Wrenham he did receive of sir Edw. Fisher 
a suit of hangings of the value of about 1601. 
towards furnishing his house; and was at the 
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same time presented by others, who were no 
sGitors, with furniture fur his house.- VIII. As 
to the charge of his receivmg a cabinct, ot the 
value of 8001. of sir John Kenneday ; a cabi- 
net was indeed sént to his house by sir John, 
but not of half that value; but he retused to 
accept it, and was determined to send it back 
again: that one Pinkney, who stood engaved 
for the aneney to pay for the cabinet, desired 
be might have it; and thereupon sir John en- 
treated his lordship that he would not disgrace 
him by returning the vitt, much less put it into 
a wrong hand ; and that he was ready to return | 
it to whom their lordships should appoint.— | 
IX. He confessed he had borrowed 10001. of 
Vanlore; but looked upon it us a debt, and 
was obliged to repay it.—X. He acknowledzed 
his receiving 2001. of Mr. Scott, about a forth- 
night after the decree passed for him: and 
that he received 100]. of sir John Lenthail, 
about a month after the decree passed.— 
XI. That the cause between Wroth and Man- 
waring was ended by his arbitrement, by con- 
sent of parties, and he received of Wroth 1001. 
about a month after the cause was ended.— 
XII. That he received of sir Ralph Hansby, 
while his cause was depending, 5001.—NXIII. 
‘That he did borrow the 5001. mentioned im this 
article, of Counton; but looked upon it asa 
debt which he was obliged to repav.— XIV. In 
the cause between sir Wm. Brunker and Au- 
brey, he did acknowledge hig receiving 100). 
of Aubrey.—XV. He confessed he received | 
money of the lord Montague, while his suit was | 
depending, to the amount of 6, or 7001.—XVI. 
He confessed his receiving 2001. of Mr. Dunch; 
but thought it was sume tine after the decree. 
—~XVII. -He contesaed his receiving 200i. of 
sir George Reynell, his near relation, at his 
first oomjng to the seul, to be bestowed in fur- 
niture ; but thinks this was before any suit be- 
; and as to the: diamond-ring he received 
of him while his cause was depending, charged 
to be worth 5 or 600). it wis not-of near that 
value ; though, he confessed, it was tuo much 
fur a new-year’s-gift: he also confessed his re- 
ceiving 1001. of Mr. Peacock, at his coming to 
the seal, as a present, and that he atterwards 
‘borrowed 10001. of him at twice; for which, 
he said, he would take no security or interest, 
and gave him-his own time for repaying it.— 
XVIII. He confessed his servant Hunt did re- 
ceive 2001, of Smithwick: but that he ordered 
it to be repaid.—XIX. That he did receive of 
sir Henry Russel 3 or 400]. about a month 
after the cause was decreed; in which decrec 
he was assisted by two of the judges.—XX. He 
confessed he received of Mr. Barker the 7001. 
anentioned in this article, some time after the de- 
cree: o—XXI. As to this.article he con-' 
fe he received the sums there mentioned, 
viz. of the grocers, 2001. of the apothecaries, 
that stood with the grocers,.a taster of gold, 
worth 40 or 50). and a present of ambergrease ; 
‘rd ofa new company ef apothecartes,that stood 
egmnet the grocers, 100]. But this was no ju- 
dioral basiness he observed, -only a-composition 
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between the parties; and he thought, as they 
all received benefit by it, and were all three 
cominon purses, there was no great matter in 
receiving what they voluntarily presented.— 
XALL. To this article, in which be is charged 
with taking of the French merchants 10001. to 
constrain the company of vintners to take 13500 
tons of their wine, with threatning and impri- 
soning the vintners because they would not 
take their wines at higher prices than they 
were vendible, he confessed, sir Tho. Smith did 
deal with him im behalf of the French com- 
pany, informing han, Theat the vininers, by 
combination, retused to take the wines at any 
reasonable prices, and that this would destr 
their trade, which the state was concerned in; 
and that the company would gratify him with 
1000!. for the trouble he should take in it. 
He did, he contessed, thereupon endeavour to 
compromise matters between them, and pre- 
vent a suit, propounding such a price as the 
vintners might gain 61. a ton; and the king 
afterwards recoinmending the business to him, 
as a matter that concerned his customs, he 
dealt the more peremptorily in it, and did, for 
a day or two, restrain some of those that were 
the most stiff, in a messenger’s hands; and af- 
terwards the merchants presented him with a 
10061.—XXTIE. To this article, That he had 
given way to the exactions of his servants, in 
respect of private seals and injunctions, he 
confessed it to he a great fault, that he hed 
looked no better to his servants.”—He then 
conclndes thus :-—“* This Declaration I have 
made unto your lordships with a sincere mind ; 
humbly craving, that if there should be an 
mistaking, your lordships would impute it to 
want of memory, and not to any desire of mine 
to obscure truth, or palliate any thing: for I 
do confess, that m the points charged against 
me, although they should be taken as myself 
have declared them, there is a great deal of 
corruption and neglect; for which I am hear 
tily and penitently sorry, and submit myself to 
the judgement, grace, amd mercy of this court. 
lor extenuation, I will use none concerning 
the matters themselves; only it may please 
your lordships, out of your nobleness, to cast 
your eyes of compassion upon my person and 
estate. I never‘was noted for an avaritious 
man, and the apostle says, that ‘ covetousness 
is the root of all evil.” Thope also that your 
lordships ‘do rather find me in the state of 
grace; for that in all these particulars, there 
are few or none that are not almost two years 
old; whereas those that have a habit of cor- 
ruption, do commonly wax worse and worse; 
so that it hath pleascd God to prepare me, by 
precedent degrees of amendment, to’ my pre- 
sent penitency ; and, as for iny estate, it is so 
mean and poor, as my care is now chiefly to 
satisfy my detts.—And so, fearing I hare 
troubled your lordships too long, I shall conclude 
with an humble suit unto your lordships, That, 
if you proceed to sentence, your sentence may 
not be heavy tomy ruin; bat gracious and mix+ 
ed with mercy; and not only sv, but that you, 
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would be noble iutercessors for me to his maj. {| commission, hath appointed the keeping of it 


likewise for his grace and favour. Your lord- 
ships hunble scrvant and supplant, 

“ Fran. St. ALBan, Canc.” 

This Confession and Submission being read, 

a committee of 12 lords were appointed to go 

to the chanc. and shew him the said confession, 

and tell him that the lords du conceive it to 


be an ingenuous and full contession. ‘To de- 


mand of him also, whether it be his own hand | 


| 


i 
i 
‘ 
{ 
| 


4 


to him and the other Jords with hin.—To the 
2nd, his majesty hath commanded him to sig- 
nity tu their lordships, “ That he understands 
sir Henry Yelverton, being called here before 
them the other day, as a delinquent, answered 
not as such, but as a judge or accuser of a 
incmber of this house, the Jord of Buckingham. 
And whereas, in his first speech, bere in this 
house, he touched the king’s honour; saying, 


that is subscribed to the same, and whether he | He suticred for the patents of Inns, or to that 


will stand to it or no?—LThe committee being 
returned, reported, That they had shewn the 
chancellur the Countession, and delivered the 
rest of the message to bim; who answered, 
* My lords, it is my act, my hand, and my 
heart, I besecch your lordships to be merciful 
toa bruken reed.” Which report being made, 
it was agreed by the house to move his maj. to 
sequester the seals, and to intreat his highness 
the prince, that he would be pleased to do 
this; which his highness readily coudescended 
to; and the fomner conmittce of lords were 
appointed to attend hin. . 

April 30, p.m. ‘The prince his high- 
ness reported to the house, “ ‘That, according 
to their requcst, he, with the lords that accoin- 
panied him, had moved his majesty to sequester 
the great scal from the lord chancellor; where- 
unto his majesty most willingly yielded, and 
said he would have dune it, if be had not been 
moved thereto,” 

Further Proceedings against Sir H. Yel- 
Hien Sir Henry Yelverten was then brought 
to the bar; when the lord steward informed 
the house, That his maj. is satisied cancerning 
the charging sir Henry, in this house, with 
the matter of Inns and Lfousterics, Then the 
chief justice read the charge, which was made 
against him on the 18th of April, with his 
answers thereto, and demanded of him, Whe- 
ther he now would affirm those Answers ? Unto 
which he replicd, “ That the six changes 
against him may be reduced into two, the 
one of Gold and Silver-Thread, the other of 
Tuns and Hosteries, He bumbly desired, there- 
fore, that he might then answer to every par- 
ticular charge, in serie temporis. 

May 2. A new commission from the king 
~ was read, constituting sir James Ley, knt. lord 
chief justice of the king’s bench, to supply the 
otice of a lord chancellor, or lord keeper of 
the great seal, in the house of Lords.—After- 
wards the lord treasurer acquainted the house, 
‘© That he had his maj.’s commands to deliver 
a message to their lordships of a double nature; 
1st, an Account of what was done; and, 2ndly, 
a Signification of what was to be done.—As to 
the ist, his highness had presented their lord- 
ships request to his maj. that be would be 
pleased, us the case then stood, to command 
the seal from the lord chancellor. Accord- 
ingly, yesterday, his lordship, the lord steward, 
the lord chamberlain, and the earl of Arundel, 
at the king’s commana, went to the lord chan- 
cellor, and received from him the. great seal, 
and delivered the same to his inaj.; who, by 


cficct, he was so tar from extenuating or ex- 
cusing the oflence, that the last day he had 
averavated the same.”  Wherctore his ma- 
jesty’s pleasure is, that hinselt will be the 
judge as to what concerns his own person, 
und, as to what relates to the lord of Bucking- 
ham, since he had besought his maj. that at 
might be left to this bouse, so he leaves it 
wholly to their lordships. 

This message being delivered, the Lords 
conceived by it, that the king intended to take 
the judginent of sir Henry Yelverton out of 
their hands, as touching his own honour; his 
maj. having been misintormed, that the Loids 
had referred it back to nm: wherefure a mo- 
tion was made, That the house should be hum- 
ble suitors to his maj. that he would be pleased 
not to resume this out of their hands, but 
give their lordships leave tu continue judgcs 
thereof. After some debate, it was resolved, 
That » committee of the whole house should 
attend his maj. at his pleasure; and that the 
abp. of Canterbury, in the name of the whole 
house, should deliver the following message to 
him: “ Whereas it has pleased your maj. in a 
late speech to this house, to require us tw do 
Justice upon sir Henry Yelverton, in a matter 
concerning your own honour ; since which tine 
sume words have been used in this house, 
which your maj. conceives do rather aggravate 
than extenuate his fault: whereupon you maj. 
did this day signify by the lord treasurer, ‘ That 
ot what concerns your own honour, yourself 
would be the judge :’ the LLurds knowing your 
mayj.’s tendergess of the privileges of this house, 
and their own zeal unto your maj.’s honour, 
du humbly beseech your maj. to alter your 
resolution ; otherwise, this change may strike 
some fear into us, that we are not beld so 
tender and zealous, in our dutiful affections, 
in point of your inaj.’s honour, as we desire 
you should think us to be, aud are most ready 
to yichd due proots thereu!.” 

Agreed to proceed to sentence the Lord 
Chancellor to morrow morning; therefore the 
gentieman-usher, and the serjeant at arms, at- 
tendants of this house, wcre commauded to 
summon him to appear at the bar by 9 o'clock, 
and that the serjeant shew bim the mace at the 
said summons, 

The Judgment against the lord Chancellor 
Bacon.| May 3. ‘The officers sent ta sum- 
mon the lord chancellor Bacon being returned 
reported to the house, That according to their 
lordships appointment, they had waited on him 
but found hun sick in bed; that notwithstand- 


* 
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ing, they delivered their lordships message tu | given against the late lord chancellor unto his 
bin; who answered, “ That he was sick, and | maj.; which he consented to. 
protested he teizned not this fur an excuse; Lhe Sentence upon Sir 4. Mitchell.] May 4. 
tor, if he bad been well, he wouid willingly | The offences wherewith sir Fra, Matcticll was 
have come.”—The Lords resulved, however, | charged, being read, aud the question being 
to proceed against tie lurd chancelior; and, | put. Whether the said sir Francis be guuty of 
the atturncy geucral having read the Charge | the offences, or any of them, so charged upon 
and Cuntessiuns, it was put tu the question, | bim, that he is worthy to be censured? [t was 
“Whether wie lord chanc. was guilty of the | agreed, unanimously, that he was. ilen a 
matters wherewith he wascharged ?” — Avre-d } message was sent to the Commons, That the 
nem, diss. © Vhat he was guity.” And to the | Lords were rcady tu give judgment azaipst sir 
eud that the Lurds imghe more treely dispute | Francis for many exorbitant onences, of which 
and resuive what sentence to pass upou him, they had found him guilty; if they, wih their 
for his said oifences, the huuse adjunrned ad | Speaker, will come tu demand it. 
libitum, The Sveuker, being come up to the bar, 
After some time, the lord chief justice be- | spoke as tuollows: & Winercas a complaini, from 
ing returned to his place, put anacher quesuun, | te Liouse of Commous, hath been exhibited 
“ Whether the lord chanceitur shall be sus- | against sir Giles Mompesson and sir Fra. Mite 
ended of all bis tides of nobility, during bis | chell, for many offences committed by them 
ife, or nu? Lt was agreed, per jp/ures, “ That | agains the king and commonwealth; your 
he shall not be suspended thereof.”—The sen- | lordships have proceeded with Mompesson, 
tence being agreed upon against the chancellor, | and given Judgment against him; and undcr- 
the Lords sent a wessage tu the other house, | standing that you are ready, also, to pronouuce 
That they were ready to give judyment agatust | judgment against sir Fran, Mitchell, I, the 
the lord viscount St. Albans, if they, with their | Speaker, in the name of the knights, citizens, 
Speaker, came tu demand it.—In the uican | and burgesses of the Commons House of Parl. 
time the Lords put on their rubes, and mr. | do demand and pray that judgment may be 
Speaker being come to the bar, after making | given against the said sir Francis, according to 
three low obeysances, delivered himself as tol- | his demerits.” 
lows: “ The kuivhts, citizens, and burgesses of | ‘The Lord Chief Justice then pronounced 
the Commons House of Parl having made | Judginentin hec verba:— Mr. Speaker ; ‘The 
complaint unto your lurdships of mauy cxor-| lords spiritual and temporal have taken into 
bitant offeuces of bribery aud corruption com- | due consideration the great care and pains, 
mitted by the Lord Chancellor, we understand {| taken by the Commons, to inform their lord 
that your lordships are ready to vive judgment | ships of the great complaint, and tle quality 
upon him tor the same. Wherctore, J, their | and nature thercot, presented unto them 
Speaker, in their names, do humbly demand | against sir Frat Mitchell and others; where- 
Judgment against him, the lord chancellor, as | fore their lordships, being well prepared by 
the nature of his offences and demerits rc- | them to the true understanding of the same, 
uire,” have procecded to the pertect discovery therc- 
The lord chief justice answered, “ Mr. | of, (by examination of divers witnesses upon 
Speaker; Upon the complaint -of the Com- | oath) and do tind, thereby, the said sir Francis 
mons against the lord viscount st. Alban, lord [{ clearly guilty of many great crimes and otlcnces 
chancellor, this figh court hath thereby, and | against his maj. and the commonwealth, and 
by his own contession found lim guilty of the | have resclved, at this time, to proceed against 
crimes and corruptions complained of by the | him for the same. Taerefore the lords spirie 
Commons, and of sundry other crimes and } tual and temporal of this high court of parl. do 
corruptions of like ature. ‘Therefore, this | award and adjudge, 1. ‘That the s:tid sir Francis 
high court, having first summoned him to at-| shall stand and be from hencetorth degraded 
tend, and having received his excuse of not | of the order of kuighthvod, with reservation of 
attending, by reasua of infirmities and sick- | the dignity to his wife and chiidren. ‘The ce- 
ness, which he protested was not feigned, or; remonies of degradation to be performed by 
else he would most willinvly have attended ; | direction of this court to the earl marsbal’s 
doth, nevertheless, think ft tu proceed to judg-, court. 2. That he shail be imprisoned during 
ment. And, therefore, this high court doth | the King’s pleasure, in the goal, in Finsbury 
adjudge, 1. That the lord vise. St. Alban, lord : fields, in the same chamber which he provided 
chancellor of England, shall undergo tine acd | for others; the Tower where he now remains 
ransom of 40,0001, 2. That he shall be ine | being too worthy for him. 3. That he shall 
prisoned in the ‘lower, during the king’s plca- , undergo a fine of 10001. 4. That he shall be 
sure. 3. That he shall, fur ever, be incapable ; disabled to hold or receive any othce, under 
of holding any office, place, or employment, in | the king, or the commonwealth.” 
the state or commonwealth. 4, Thathe shall| Proceedings in the Commons against Edward 
never sit in parliamcut, nor come within the | Floyde fur scundutizing the Princess Palatine.] 
verge of the court.—Then his highness the! May 5. The house was moved to take into 
Prince was intreated by the house, That, AC= | consideration an act, lately done by the Com- 
companied with divers lords of this hause,. be | mons, in convening before them the person of 
would be pleased to present this agntefce| one Edw. Floyde in examining of witnesses, 
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piving judement upon him, and entering it as 
auniact of the own. ‘That this proceeding 
trenehed deep into the privileges of their 
house, for that all judgments do, properly and 
only, belong. unto the Lords. ‘Theretore, it 
was fesulved not to suffer any thing to pass, 
Which might prejudice their right in this pot 
of judicature ; and yet, so to procecd, as that 
the love and good cuorrespondency between 
both houses wail be continued. 

The C viinons had been some time engaged 
Mm ex: wimining witnesses against this Floyde ; and 
having suthcient proot of his speaking the words 
he was accusedot, on the ist of Mav procecded 
to give judgment avainst him, Many argu- 
ments ensued on what punishment to inflict 
upon fn; and, amongst the rest, sir Edwin 
Sandvs sitid, “6 That the house ought to be well 
advised, since there was much ditticulty i in the 
Cuse : iat their sentence would be censured 
Ina great part of the christian world : that the 
root of this man’s matice was il-atfection to 
religion, and consequently, to the state. ‘There 
were bat two ciuninent persons beture, vie. 
king Edw. VIL and queen Jane, wlio: hind 
escaped the virnicnt tongues of opposites in 
religion. ‘Yhis lady Elizabeth was the sae 
who was much praised by all her enemices# 
That be was tor joing with the Lords in this 
proceeding; was it notdor the great business 
they bad, and should soon bring Letore them: 
In the sentence not to meddle will his religion, 
but his offence im toneue; for that would 
make him be canonized: that the words he 


had spoken were words of contempt, not of 


slander ; therefore to punish hin with as much 
contempt as may be, &c.”—On the whole, the 
Commons agreed on a sentence, w lich: the 
Speaker de anounced aainst the ofiender, knecl- 
ing at their bars which sentence was ordered 
to be entered in their Journals. And that the 
reader may the better understand the business, 
We give it in its own form, as follows : 

“ Be it remembered, that upon Tuesday, the 
Ast dav of May, in the vear of the reign of our 
sovercien lord James, by the grace of God, kine 
of Enelaud, &c. the 19th; Edward F ‘lovde, late 
of Clannemay ne, within the county of Salap, 
esq. Was impeached before the Commons as- 
semnbied in this park, for that the said Edward 
sithence the summons of this parl. in the pri- 
son of the Fleete, having communication con- 
cerning the most illustrious princess the lady 
E lizabeth, only daughter of our said sovercign 
lord, and the most exccllent prince her husband, 
did use and utter, openly and publickly, false, 
malicious aud despitetul speeches, of the said 
two princes; saying in this manner, * [ have 
heard, that Pragee is taken; and Goodman 
Palsgrave and Guudwife Palsvrave have taken 
their he ‘els, and run away; ; “and, as I have 
heard, Goodwite Palsgrave is taken prisoner ;’ 
and that those words were spoken by hin, in 
most despitetul and scornful manner, with a 
Neering and scotting countenance, aud with a 
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* The princess Palatine, the king’s daughter. 
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purpose to disgrace, as much as in him lay, 
those two princes; and that at other times he 
did, in hke despitetul and repruachtul manner, 
use other malicious and opprobrious words ot 
thein. Whereupon the said Commons, of theit 
love and zeal to our said sovereign lord, and 
not minding to let pass unpunished those thinus, 
that tended to the disgrace of his ma)j.’s istic, 
a part ol himself, who as head of the part. did 
call betore them the said Edw. Floyde, and 
thereof did question hin ; and therenpon so tar 
procecded, that after, upon the same day, for 
that che said inatters, whereof the said kdward 
was impeached, were truc and notorious, theres 
fore the sad Commons in the Commons [House 
usscmibled in part. did adjudyge and award, that 
the said Edward should be returned that night 
prisoncr to the Fleete, where before lhe re- 
mained in prison, and to hie that aihtina 
place there, called Bolton's Ward ; and shall 
the next mourning be brought to W estminster, 
into the great yard before the door of the great 
hall of pleas, and be there set, und stand, upoa 
the pillory, from 9 until 11 of the clock, in the 
forenoon, with a paper upon his hat, with this 
inscription, in capital letters, of these words ; 
‘For false, malicious, and de spitetul Speeches, 
avist the Kinu’s Danghter, and her Wusband ; 
and from thence shail presently ride to the 
Exchange within the city of London, upon a 
horse, without # saddle, with his face back- 
wards toward the horse’s tail, holding the tail 
in Ins hand, with the former paper on his head ; 
and be there again sct, and stand, upon the 
pillory, two hours; and from thence ‘shall ride, 
mm like manner, to the Ficete, and there to re- 
inain until the next Friday morning ; and, on 
that morning, to ride, in lke manner, mto 
Cheapside, in the city of Loudon, and there 
shall be set, and stand, upon the Bee with 
the former paper and inseription, by the space 
of two hours, that is, from 10 until 12 of the 
clock in the forcnoun of that day; aud ride 
back to the Fleete, im like inanner as be- 
fore: And that there is set, and assessed upon 
hanya tine of 10001” 

This proceeding the Lords judged to he a 
erent intringement of their privileees ; and, va 
the day aforesaid, atter mature deliberation of 
the matter, the lords sent a message, in writing, 
to the Commons, by two of the judges, import- 
ing, that, “the Lords, during all this part. 
have had wuch contentinent iu the good cor- 
respondency that hath been between both 
houses: that their lordships have an carnest 
affection, and an ions: conidence of the 
happy continuance of it to the end; witha 
tull resolution of all possible endeavours, on 
their parts, tending thereunto. Their lordships 
having heard ofa censure lately passed in thut 
house, avainst one Edw, Floyde, are desirous 
of a conference tur the accommodation of that 
business, in such sort as may be without any 
prejudice to the privileges of either house. 
This conference thev desire, if it may stand 
with the occasions of that house, may “be be- 
tween the whole houses, at 3 in the afternoon, 
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in the Painted Chamber ; with power to each 
cptnmittee to treat and conter freely, and to 
widerstand each other’s reasons.”— To the end 

that the Lords might agree amongst themselves 

iu whut mahuer to praceed at the said conte- 
rence, the house adjourned ad hibituin; aud, 
being returned, it was resolved that the abp. 
uf Canterbury should begin, and the lord trea- 
sarer, the lord chamberlain, and the earl of 
Southampton, should argue and dispute about 
i.—aAnswer returned ftom the Commons by 
sit Lvonel Crantield, and others: *' The knights, 
citizens, and burgesses of the House of Com- 
mons, have commanded me to let vour lord- 
ships understand, that they take great comtort 
in the message which your lordsiips sent them, 
and desire the happy continuance of the iove 
and unity of both houses. ‘Their whole house, 
us a committee, will attend your lordships at 
the conference desired, and at the time and 
place appointed.” 

May 5. p.m. 

shewn their lordships by mr. serjeant Crew, 
1 Hen. IV. which proved, That the Commoss 
were not judges in parl.; but that judicature 
belongs unto the King and Lords alone, the 
whole hause went, as a committee, into the 
Painted Chamber. And, being returned. the 
house was resumed; when at was avreed, that 
the Judges and king’s council should ‘imake a 
report of the coilections of what the Commons 
diedged for their right of judicature. 

, May 7. ‘The Abp. of Canterbury reported, 

That yesterday, according to the direction of 
the house, he presented their lordships Petition 
unto the king, bumbly desiring that his inaj. 
would be pleased that this house might conti- 
hue judges of sir Henry Yelverton, tor the mat- 
ter concerning his may.’s honour.” At which 
wae his yiaj. said, “ That, in example of that 
most famous queen Elizabeth, when this whole 
louse was suitors to her, he must return An- 
swer, Angwer-less.” But that this morning 
lus maj.’s angwer was, “ Tbe lords knowine 
they enjoy they honours from him, and under 
hin, he doubts not but they will be more ten- 
der of hig honour fer.that cause; therefore he 
doth return back unto their lurdships the whole 
and final ordering of that business of sir Henry 
Yelverton.” ae. 

“Lhe Lords having considered the precedents 
alledged by the Commons at the last conter- 
ence, do tind that they tended to prove, 1. 
“That the house of communs is a court of re- 
cord. 2. That. they have adminstered an 
oath in matters concerning themselves. 3, 
That they have inflicted. punishments on de- 


linquents, where the canse has concerned a 


Inessenger of their house, or the. privilege 
thereot.”—Their lordships determined, « That 
the question, at this time, is not Whether, that 
house be a court of record; nor whither the 
oath by them alledged to be ministred, in a 
matter concerning that. house, was given bythe 
Louse, or by a master in chancery, then one 
of their members; nor whether they have a 
tight of judicature in matters concerning them- 


After consulting a precedent: 
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selves? But the question is, Whether that house 

Inny proceed to scntence any man, who is not 

a member of their house, and tor a matter 

which dves uot concern they, for which the 

Commons alledged no proots, nor produced any 

precedents? Therefore their lordships agreed, 
to pray a re-conteren¢e about the same; and, 
at the said conterence, to stick ta this only, 

“© That the house of coumons lave no power 

of judicature, uo coercion against any, but in 
huutters concerning their own house.” 

May 8° Yhe lord chamberlain declared, 
That the king had commanded bin to ac- 
quaint their lordships, ‘Phat although nothing 
is so dear unto him as lis honour; yet, as be- 
tore, so he doth now, put inty, their lordships 
hands the cause of sic Lenry Yelverton, not. 
mistrusting their atlections to him, nor their. 


judements."~—Then the Lords directed the at- 
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tourney general te open to the house, as well the. 
first speech as the second, (because his maj. 
thought that sir Henry Yelverton had by his: 
second defence averavated the turmer) who: 
coming up to the clerk's table, read part of the 
copy of the tirst charge upon him: and his 
notes tor answers, wrote in the margin thereot 
by him, Also, the notes taken of sir Henry’s 
second speech, which was sent to the king ; 
and which he said be did speak in the bouse, 
or would have spake if be bad, been permutted, 
But, the mormng being tar spent, the lords de~ 
mined not to proceed ag:unst him then, but take 
another time to consider upon what poiut of 
those speeches to think hin worthy of cen- 
sure. 

Mav 8. p.m. ‘Fhe house being to mect the 
Commons at the re-couicrence, thig afternoon, 
concerning the judicature im winch the Lords: 
conceived the others had trencied into their, 
libertics and privileges ; and whereim their lord- 
ships were not satisiied with the precedents 
alleged by the Conamons, at the former cons 
fercuce in their deteuce thereat: yet being de- 
sirous to continue that good respect and cor- 
respondency whi¢h hath been all this pyil, 
between both the houses, they thought propor 
to order, That the Abp. of Canterbury should, 
begin the introduction to the conference, and, 
propound. any thing that night teud toa gentle 
ending of the same. And, that if the Cum- 
mons would agree to a snh-cominites, to end 
this business, then the abp. the lord adimural, 
the Jord chamberlain, the earls of Arandel and. 
Southampton were appointed top that purpose 5 
and it was further acreed, that this sub-com- 
mittee should be limited not to yicid to any 
thing, ia pojnt of judicature, which they of the 
commons have done, Jest it may in tine be- 
come a precedent to wrong the privileges of 
the lords, ‘The Commons agreed to a sub- 
committee, to end thig difference. 

May 12. The Abp. of Canierbury reported 
the conference held yesterday between the 
sub-committees of both houses, to this effect ; 
ist, “ The Commons shewed their constant 
resolution to maintain the love and good cor- 
respondency betwecn the two hauses. Qudly, 
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Their resolution not to invade the privileges 
of this house, that have dealt so nobly with 
them. Lastly, that out of their zeal they sen- 
tenced Ployde ; but they leave him to the Lords 
with an intimation of their hope that this 
house will censure him also. Then they pro- 
Seah a protestation to be entered with the 
rds for a mean to accommodate the business 
between them.—-A Protestation was nnmedi- 
ately driwn up and agreed to, in these words; 
“ That the proceedings lately passed in the 
House of Comn ons, against Fdw. Floyde, be 
not at any time hereatter drawn or used as a 
recedent to the enlarging or diminishing of the 
Fave rivhts or privileges of either house: but 
that the rights and privilcces of both honses, 
shall remain in the self-same state and plight 
as before.” This protestation is also entered 
in the Journals of the Commons, without any 
addition or alteration hy them. 

Sir Henry Yelvertou’s Cuse.] May 14. The 
lord treasurer delivered a representation of sir 
Henry Yelverton’s Case, as presented to the 
king; with his may.’s pleasure signified that it 
mivht be rcad in the house. The substance of 
which was as follows :-— 

“ Sir Wenry Yelverton, in Michaelmas Term 
last, was sentenced in the Star-Chamber for 
breach of trust, in the unwarrantable passing 
of a charter to the city of London; tending to 
the dixhcrison of his maj. both in matter of 
kinel; power and dich prerogative, and also, 
in matter of revenues and prolits of the crown; 
to the oppression and grievance or the subyect, 
by raising of excessive fees aud exactions.— 
The seatcnee consisted of these S parts: 1. Tm- 
prisonment m the Tower. 2. A tine of 40001, 
3, A declaration of disability aod unfitness to 
hold the place of attorney general. Under 
this sentence sir Henry suffers at uns dav; for, 
he is a prisoner in che ‘Tower; removed trom 
the piace of attorney: and the tine ts jeviable 
upon hin at his may.’s pleasure. That, on the 
18th of Avr! last, be was brought to the bar 
jp parl.; and being there charged, iter alia, 
with some miscarriages, touching the patent of 
Inns, he said, If ever he had descrved well of 
his maj. it was in that; adding, That the king 
and subjects were more abused by that patent 
than by any other, and that he suffers at this 
day, as he takes it, tor that patent.—Apnil 30. 
He was acain brought to the bar, and spoke as 
follows: “T cannot but present ‘myself this 
day, before your highness and my lords, with 
much fear and more grief; for Tam conipassed 
with so many terrors from bis maj. as 1 might 
well hide my head with Adam. His ma}.’s dis- 
pleasure wounds me more than the conscions- 
ness of any faults; yet, I had rather have died 
than that the commonwealth should reccive so 
muchas a scratch from me. I, that in none 
of my actions feared the great man, in whom 
they (sir Edw. Villiers and sir G. Mompesson) 
did depend; innch Jess would fear them who 
were but his shadows. But, my most noble 
lords, knowing that my lord of Buckingham 
was ever at his inaj.’s hand, ready, upon every 
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occasion, to hew me down, out of the honest 
fear of a servant, not to offend 60 gracious a 
master, as his maj. hath ever been to me, I 
did coinmit them, viz. the silk-men.—As to the 
patent of Inns, [ cannot but herem bemoan 
mv unhappiness, that in the last cause labour- 
ing by all means to advance the profit of his 
mai.; and, in this, with the sight almost of my 
own ruin, to preserve his maj.’s honour and 
the quict of the people, I am yet drawn in 
question us if I had equally dishonoured his 
maj. in hoth._-When sir Giles saw [ would not 
be moved to offend his maj. by his direcuons, 
I received a message from mr. Emerson, sent 
me by sir Giles, that I would run myself upon 
the rocks, and that TF shoild not hold my place 
long, if | did thus withstand the patent of [nns, 
or to that effect. Svon after came sir Giles 
himself, and, like a herald at arms, told me 
that he had this message to acquaint me with 
from my lord of Buckigham, that I should not 
hold my place a month it I did not conform 
myself in better manner to the patent of 
Inns; for my lord had obtained it by favour 
and would maintain it by his power.—How 
could I but startle at this message ? I saw here 
Was a great assuming of power to hinself, to 
place or displace an officer at his pleasure. I 
saw myself cust upon: two main rocks; either, 
treacherously to forsake the standing his maj. 
had set me on, or else, to endanger myself by 
a by-blow and to hazard my fortune.—I bum- 
bly beseech your lordships to think that nature 
will strugele, when she sees her place and 
means of living thus assaulted ; for now it was 
come to thi, whether | would obey bis maj. 
or my lord, if sir Giles spoke true, Yet. T re- 
solved in this, to be as stubborn as Mordecai, 
not to stoop or pass those gracious bounds, his 
may. had prescribed me.—Svon after, I found 
the messae, in part, made good; tur all the 
profits, almost, of mv place were diverted from 
me, and turned into an unusual channel, to 
one of my lord’s worthics; that I retained lit- 
tle more than the name of an attorney. It 
was so fatal and so penal, that it became al- 
most the loss of a suit to come to me; my 
place was but as the seat of winds and tem- 
pe-ts.—Uowhbeit, 1 dare say, if my lord of 
Buckingham had read the Articles exhibited, 
in this place, against Hugh Despenser; (see 
p. 67.) and had known the danger of placing 
and displacing officers abont a king, he would 
not have pursued me with such bitterness. 
But, my opposing his lordship in the patent of 
Inns, in the patent of Alehouses, in the Insh 
Customs, and in sir Robert Naunton’s depu- 
tation of his place in the court of Wards, have 
heen my overthrow. For these I suffer at this 
day in my cstate and fortune, (not meaning to 
sav, as [take it, but as [ know, for my oppos- 
tion to his lordship) above 20,0001. 1 know 
well that I suffer unjustly, in my restraint, for 
my offence, by his lordship’s means: for my 
heart tells me I was ever faithful to his maj. ; 
I sought no riches but his grace.” 

The foregoing minutes of sir Henry Yelver 


1257] PARL. HISTORY, 19 James I. 1621.—Sentence against Sir H. Yelverton. 


ton’s case heing read, he was brought to the 
bar, where sernjeant Crew and mr. Attorney 
General opened the charve against him; and 
shewed, that those Speeches did directly pointe 
to the lord marquis of Buckinghain, aud, by 
consequence, fastened a scandal on his inaj. 
Sir Henry, having leave, explained himself 
touching the said speeches, and made lus de- 
fence to the charge, which was very long. 
Afterwards, he was ordered to withdraw, and 
to be brought again to the bar to-morrow in 
the afternoun. 

May 15. The affair of sir Henry Yelverton 
came on again; when the question being put, 
* Whether the said sir Henry is worthy to be 
censured, for words spoken by him in this 
house, which touched the king’s honour?” It 
was acrecd he should, nem. diss. Atterwards 
they agreed what Sentence should be passed 
upon him: 1. For matters touching the king’s 
honour. 2. For the scandal on the marq. of 
Bockingham. 3. For the matter of complaint 
against him by the Commons. But the day 
being far spent in settling this affair, the heut. 
of the Tower had orders to bring up the said 
sir Henry, at 9 the next morning. 

Sentence agains! sir H. Yelverton] May 16. 
The house proceeded to give Sentence against 
sir Henry Yelverton; the Memorial of which 
is entered in these words: ‘“¢ Whereas, on the 
14th of May, sir Heury Yelverton wis charged 
at this bar, that in the term of st. Michael last 

ast, for breach of trust and misdemeanors by 

im committed, whilst he was attorney general 
to his maj. viz. for drawing without warrant a 
charter unto the city of London, tending as 
well to his 1naj.’s disherison, as to the grievance 
‘and oppression of the subjcet; was sentenced 
by the court of Star-Chamber to be a person 
unfit to exercise or hoid the othce of Attorney 
General ; and was further adjudged to be im- 
prisoned in the Tower, and to pay a fine of 
40001]. to his maj. ‘the said sir H. beme by 
force of the said sentence imprisoned and still 
hiable to pay the said fine, was, upon the 18th 
of April, brought to the bar of this high court, 
and charged with some complaints of the Com- 
mons, with some miscarriazes concerning two 
atents, the one for making Gold and Silver- 
hread, the other for the licencing of Inns and 
Hosteries; and being required to make An- 
sewer thereto; touching the last, he said, ‘That 
if ever he deserved well of his maj, it was of 
that matter. That the king and subject were 
more abused by it than by any other; and that 
he suffered at that dav for opposing that pa- 
tent, ag he took it. And having the favour ot 
this high court to be advised of his Answer to 
the SOth of the same month, and coming again 
to the bar, the said sir H. made along and 
large Answer to the particulars of this charge, 
as touching the said patents; and in his an- 
swer uttered divers speeches, by which he at- 
tributed all the effects of that sentence, viz. his 
gufferings, bis hindranccs, which he esteemed 
to the value of 90,0001. his ruin and his over- 
throw, unto his opposition against that patent 
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of Inns and Hosteries; to the great scandal of 
his maj. in point of honour and justice. And 
the said sir H. in his Answer uttered several 
other words of scandal ; which, though directly 
and iminediately puiuted at the lord marq. of 
Buckingham, all hich admiral of England, 
charaing his lordship with matter of opposition 
avainst the said sir H. to his hindrance, ruin 
and overthrow; yet, by consequence, the same 
words reached his may. and fastened a scandal 
upon his highness, in tulerayng and giving way 
to those courses, supposed by the said sir H. 
to be injuriously wrought by the said lord mar- 
quis ; glancing, and, in a sort, resembling them 
to the actions of Hugh De-penser, and com- 
paring himself to Mordecai. Atter this the 
said charge was fully opencd and pressed by 
his maj.'s council, the bon. court hearing the 
detence and examinations of the said sir H. to 
the same; but the day being tar spent, their 
lordships did forbear to procecd to a sentence’ 
or judyment at that ume. Afterwards the 
lords spiritual and temporal, on the 15th of 
May, atier long and serious deliberation and 
contercnee, and upon due weiching of the 
ae and words spvken betore their Jord- 
slaps in this high court of parl. did with one 
assent, no man disagreeing, resolve, ‘Lhat the. 
said cir Ll. was worthy to be censured by this 
court, for words spoken by him in this honse, 
which did touch the king in honour; and did 
then also agree what censure to pass upon him 
for the same; but the day being agun tar 
spent, they proceeded not to judgment at that 
time, but ordered the said sir H. to be broucht 
to the bar this day to hear the sume; who: 
beige then at the bar, and the Lords in their 
robes, the lord chief justice pronounced the 


judgment in hee verba:—The lords spiritual 


and temporal of this lich court of parl. do 

award and adjudge, 1. That he, the sad sir H. 

for bis specches uttered in this court, which da 

touch the king’s mat.in honour, be ted to the 
king’s mat, 10,000 marks. 2. That he shall be 
imprisoucd in the Tower during the king’s: 
pleasure. 3. That he shall make such ace: 
knowledginent of his fanlt, and such submis- 
sion to his maj. as shall be prescribed unto 
him by this court. The same to be made bere 
at the bar, either in the king’s presence, or, im 
his absence, at the king’s pleasure.” 

This Judgment being viven against the said str 
Henry for his said specches, which touched his 
ma}. in honour; and the prisoner beimg with- 
drawn, the Lords took into their consideration, 
‘¢ ‘That the said words and many others spoken 
here in this house, at thesame tine, by the said 
sir H. did directly tend to the scandal of the 
margq. of Buckingham, lord bigh admiral; and 
therefore, by their lordsbips appointment, the 
said sir H. was called in again, brought to the 
bar, and was charged with the same scandalous 
speeches by the king’s serjcant and the attor- 
neygeneral. And, whereas, the greatest mat- 
ter of averment, on his part, did depend upon 
a messave which the said sir IH. did athrm was 
delivered to him by mr. Tho. Emerson, from 
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Giles Mompesson ; the depositions of the said 
Emerson taken here in court the 8th ot May, 
were read by the clerk, wherein the said Emer- 
son did upon his oath, absolutely deny the sad 
message: and the said sir Hf. having Joave to 
speak tor hinselt, without miterruption, did not 
give the house any good satistacuon tor the 
scandalous sp jeeches here by him uttered 
agaist the said lord. Wheretore he being 
withdrawn froma the bar, and the said MArquls 
also having withdraw diiaselt outot the house, 
the Lords havieg joug debated the matter, re- 
solved, That the suid sir Li. was worthy of 
censure, tor his talse and scandalous words: 
aud, being tully agreed about it, the lord inar- 
@uis and the prisoner were culled wi again, when 
the lord chef justice pronounced sentence 

against him an hee verba:— "The lords spi- 
faa and temporal of this high court of part. 
do adjucze aud award, 1. 7 lat sir tienry Yel- 
verton, kai. tur his dee and scandalous words, 
uttered in cols hich court. of purl, azamet the 
lord marq. of Buckiagham, lord high admira 
of England, shall pay GO00 marks unty the sad 
marquis, 2. Tneihe s.all be nuprisoncd, 3. 
That he shalliake sach submission, in this 
court, to the lord a this court sliall 
prese ribe.” 

This Judgment being given, the lor] marcus 
freely remitted unto tie cad civ Llenry, the 
said 5000 marks, for which sir H. returued his 
ost humble thanks to his: dordship. ‘The 
Lords also agreed to move his maj. to mitigate 
sir Henry's ine, and h. rb. the prince otlered 
to undertake that office.—It is also very re- 
markable that no censure was passed upon hin 
on account of the complaint exhibited against 
him by the Commons ; nor does it appear that 
they ever resented the omission, Soon after 
the king wholly relinquished the fine due to 
him from sir Lienry on the sentence; he was 
set at liberty; reconciled to the inarquis; and 
was esteemed, suvs Rushworth, § aman valde 
eruditus lege, in bis tune.’-—In the succeeding 
reiga he was made a judge of the, common 
pleas. He,was author of The Reports ; > his fa- 
ther was Speaker of the house ot cummuns, an. 
1597, see p. 895. 

. d& inessage was sent from the Commons to 
put their lord ships in mind of the Complaint 
against the bp. of Landaif, for an ottence 

roved to the house of commons, by the tes- 
timony of Randoloh Davenport and divers 
other witnesses. Whereiore the Comaions de- 
mund jud:ement against hin for the same. 
Ansucr. The Lords have been busied with 
Taany mutters of great nnportance ; but they 
shalt hear from them shortly touching the said 
complaint. 

Proceedings against’ Edw. Floyde before the 
Lords.] May 25. The abp. of Canterbury, first 
af the’ committec appoiuted by the house to 
take examinations in the cause of Edw. Floyde. 
reported that they had taken several, and were 
satistied of the proof of the crimes objected 
against him; and moved the house that ir. 
Attorney general might read the said exami” 
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| nations. Accordingly, the deposition of 6 per- 
sons were read, aud then it was ordered that 
Floxde should be brought to the bar the next 
morning, in order te proceed to judgment 
agaist lium, 

May 26. Fdw. Floyde being set to the bar, 
the Attorney General charszed Lin with toto= 
nous nusdemesuors and high presumption: 
4. In rejoicing at the losses which had hap- 
Mes to the king’s daughter and her children, 

Vor discouraging of others who bear good 
au! nik ction unte them. 3. For speaking bascly 
of them. 4. For taking upon him to jude of 
the myhts of hingdoms.”---Lo the Ist, mar, Aw 
tosney shewed, & That, im Dec. last, 
beiny prisuner in the leet, baving heard that 
Pricue was taken, did upon all occasions 
shew Lins ]f jostuland glad of that calamity 
and aliliction which had happened to the 
price and princess Palaiine, tbe hing’s only 
datighter and her clildien.”—s to the 2nd, 
the Attorney said, “ That Flovde ore ‘Anting 
nnta one © Henry Pe ansaa the loss of Prague, 
with the captivity of the king's son-in-law, lis 
Gaughtor and ter chitdrens; be the said Pen- 
nincton wishing that bonself and all ule con- 
vemieat men or toe laidom were pressed torth 
Bet to return with their hves, ubl they had re- 
deemed her trom captivity: he We said | lovde 
replied, (am sorry thou art such a fools and 
the said Pennington reproving hin tor saving 
so, Floyde replied, 
lis chamber he would) have struek hian.”—For 
the 3rd, mr. Attorney shewed, ** That the said 
Vloyde, taking occasion to speak of these mat. 
ters, did term the prince and princess Pala- 
tine, the king’s daughter, by the ignominions 
and despitetal terms of ¢ Goodinan Palsgrave 
and Goodwife Palserave ;’ calling him ¢ that 
poor Jad 3’ and scotlingly, are great jobity, re- 
lated a stage-play of the princess, ranning aH ay 
with two children, the one wider one arm and 
the other under the other arm, and the third 

in her be'ly, wath the Palozrave following with 

the cradle.—-For the 4th, the Attorney shewed, 
That one Abdias Cole going to preach one 
| 
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Sunday morning in the Fleet, the said Floyee. 
called ta bum and told lim that Prague wus 
taken: and the said Cole answering, * Phates 
litle comfort to me. Floyde replied, nay, 
now we may frecly speak it, I, or any noble- 
man, have as yvood a right to be king of W ales, 


as he, meaning the Palserave, to be king of 


Bohemia."—Here mr, Attorne yv opened * that 
point of the ancient oath of allegiance ; 
which oath and the danger to the otiender i in 
such case, the said Floyde, being a lawver, could 
not be ignorant, and that therefore his offence: 
was greater, That he, being a man of good 
estate, was a justice of peace in lis country 10° 
the county of Salop; and, was put out of com- 
Mission, as was aflirmed to be true by mr, 
Baron Bromley then present; and also that 
this Floyde, having heretofore studied the com- 
pn law, in the Inner Temple, where he was. 

called to the bar, Was put Out of tuat sucicly 
i by the benchers.” , 


* 


s 


Flovde,: 


TVhatafhe bad been out ot 


of. 
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Floyde being then demanded by the lord | 
chiet justice, what Answer he could make to 
these misdemeanors wherewith be was charged ? 
he began with a long discourse to traduce the 
persuns of such as had deposed against him; 
but being demanded to make a direct Answer 
to the Charge, he sud, 6 f cannot remember 
that these words were ever spoken by me.’ 
Whereupon the clerk read the depositions of 6 
Witnesses against him. ‘Vhen the chief justice | 
demanded of Flovde, whether he spake those , 
words, * Goodinan Palsgrave and Goodwite 
Palsgrave? Yo which be answered, © 1 spoke 
vot those words in such surt as they are laid 
down in the deposition.” ¢ Did vou speak those ! 
words or words to that eftece? ‘To which he 
replied. Tt was but a folly for him to deny | 

| 


. 


them because so many had proved them.’ Aud 
being demanded wheiher be spake the other 
words, or used the jasolent behaviour towards 
the prince und princess Palatine ? he answered 
‘Lremember it not.’ 

‘The prisoner being withdrawn, though the 
Lords were tually satisticd by the examinations 
aud Toyde’s s\uswers, yet, for order sake, it | 
was phat to the question, * Whether Edw. : 
Floyde be so guilty of the offences of which he | 
is charged, as that he deserves to be cen-! 
sured ? it was acreed by all, nem. diss. But one 
part of the sentence proposed being whipping, 
some Lords objected tu it because he was a 
veutleman ; this was also put to the question, 
and carried fur whippiog. Auotber question 
was, whether he should bave his ears nailed to 
the pilory ? Le was agreed, per plures, not to 
be nailed. | 

‘the formn of the Sentence being then read und 
agreed to, the prisoner was brought avin to the | 
bar, when the Attorney Gencral praying jude. | 
Anent agaist hip, the lord chic jitstice pro- 
Nounced seatence in these words :—+*6 Phe lords 


oe ee ere 


and princess Palatine, the king’s only daughter; 
and their children.”—4’ambden tells us, That 
cvery part of this Sentence was exccuted on 
Floyde; but the Lords Journals assure us, 
‘That some days after on a motion from the 
pruce it was ordered, That the punishment of 
whipping, with all that belongs to it, to be in- 
flicted upon Edw. Floyde, be suspended and 
torburn, until the pleasure of the louse be furs 
ther known; the rest of the punishment to be 
executed according to the furmer order. It 
was also ordered, That, hereatter, when any 
censure beyond imprisonment be agreed on, 
that judsment thereupon be not then given, but 
on another day, or sitting, that time may be 
taken to consider thercof. ¢ ed 
Lie King’s Reasons for adiourning the Par- 
htament.) May 28. The Lord Treasurer. de- 
clared unto the house, That vesterday his maj. 
advising with the lords of the privy council, 
hath thoneht ric, aud so has commanded bim 
to tell them, to adjourn the parl. at this tine, 
tor these causes: “1. ‘The season of the year, 
by the continuance of this great cancourse of 
people, inay breed intection. @. The use that 
tus time of the year may require to have the 
lientenants of the counties, nnd the justices of 
peace, ha the country, S$. Because the courts 
of Westmiuster-hall have not had their ordi- 
nary proceedings this session, 4. For thae 
the protitsufhis miaqp.’s revenues are, as it were 
autastand. 5. The omission of the state.” The 
reasons why be will adjourn it rather than pro- 
rowue it are these: 1. “ For that the adjaurn- 
ment keeps a kind of being in parl. 2. Whereas 
inany good bills are preterred and not as yee 
past, the ad ournincat reserves them ia the 
suine state they uow are. 3. It will keep many 
laws in continuance which will end with the 
session, without a special provision be made 
forthe sume. 4, His may.’s free and general 


spiritual and temporal of this high court, cons} pardon is not yet prepared 3 which he intends 
sidering the great oifence of the said Edward | to the better sort of people as well as to the 
Vloyde, du award and adjuilge, 1. Vhat Edward ; meanest. 5. Seeing there are so many bills ex- 
Hoyde shall be incapable to bear aris as a] hibited, his majesty cannot, in so short a tine, 
gentleman ; aud that he shall be ever held as j apply tis mind to advise which bills to accept 
wo infamous person; and his testunony not to: of and which to refuse.” The Treasurer addcd, 


be taken m any court or cunse.  &. ‘That oa 
Monday next, mm the morning, be shall be: 
broughe to Westminster-hall, there to be set | 
on horseback with his face to the horsc-tail, 
holding the tail in his hand, with papers on bis 
bead and breast declaring his offence; and so 
tu ride to the pillory in Cheapside to stand two 
hours in it, to be branded with the letter Kin 
his forehead. 3. To be whipt at a cart’s tail, 
on the 1st day of the next term, trom the Fleet 
to Westmunster-hall, with a paper on his head 
declaring the offence, and then tu staud in the 
Wlory there for two hours. 4 ‘That he shall 
> fined to the king in 50001. 5. That he shall 
be imprisoned in Newgate during his lite.” 
Warrunts were given to the serjenut at arms 
and to the warden of the Fleet to see this Sen- 
tence quickly executed; and the paper to be 
on his head was to-contain these words: “ For 
ignurninious and despitetul words, and mali- 
ious and scoruful belinviour tuwards the prince 


“C'That, asin this park. bis may. hath already. 
redressed the corruptions of the cliet courts of 


pha and, by his Proclamation called in the 


patent of Inns and Hosteries; and tuorbidden 


{bills of Contormities, which were things very 


grievous to his subjects; so his may. cherisheth 
the bills against Intormers, agaist the abuse 
of Supersedeas, agninst Monopolies, against 
Recusants, aed tor Limitation of Suits, witla 
wn intent to pertect them. And he also pro- 
poseth to reform divers grievances tu the peo- 
ple. Whceretore, liz ma).’s pleasure is, ‘That 
_ you pertect the acts In the house against Satur- 
i day next, especially that of sir Join Bennet ; 
nnd hath appointed Sunday next, in the atter- 
noon, to hear any thing concerning other Gricv- 
‘ances. ‘That on Monday, Jane 4th, his maj. 
‘will send a Commission tor the adjournment of 
this parl.” 
Debate in the Commons touching the pro- 
| posed Adjournment.) On the same day, a si- 


‘ 
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milar Message was brought to the Commons 
by mr. Secretary, upon which the fullowing 


debate took place :— 


Sir S. Sands saith, that he thinketh it not 
now fit to proceed with bills, by reason of the 
shortness of the time we are tu sit, but to cun- 


sider of the grievances in hand. 


Mr. Hackwill would that we should have a 
Conterence with the lords, and to tell them, 
that we are of opinion, that it is fit we should 
declare, that those decrecs, where corruption 
is proved, may have a bill of review, if the 
parties whom they concern will; and that they 
who bring this bill of review shall pay goud 
costs, if the decree be thought fit to be con- 
firmed: that all the bills committed nmiay be 


reported and delivered ito the huuse; and 


those that have not been thought ft by the 


committee to pass, may sleep. - 


Sir G. Moore saith, that the first reason of 


calling of a parl. was to redress mischiets and 


grievances ; and, since we want time to redress 


the mischiets, he would we should turthwith take 


order to procced in the course proposed tor 


the Grievances; and that a calendar should be 


made of all the bills in the house, and that it 


should be there set down how far the house 
hath proceeded in every one of them. 


Sir N. Kich would have wished that by com-. 


mission (as the bill of Subsidies did pass) some 
few general bills might pass, and that there 
might be a short bill or cluuse, that the ses- 
sions should not end, notwithstanding the pass- 
tne of such bills. 

Mr. Secretary saith, that his maj. considered 
and advised with the lord chief justice, and 
other judges there present, that some few bills 
might have heen passed, aud the sessions not 
to have thereby ended; but those judges sind, 
it was a thing nut warranted by any prece- 
dents. . ' 

Sie Warwick Heale saith, that there is a pre- 
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we had dealt with him not merchant-like, and 
had given him a precedent of our affection 
without precedent, and that he would meet us 
more than hulf way in rengedying our griev- 
ances; theretore he secth not but that we 
nay with good hope petition his maj. for our 
sitting a longer tune. Ile would have us de- 
Sire a present Conterence with the Lords, that 
they and we might join in a petition to the 
king, that the parl. might continue tll we had 
finished some good bills for his royal assent : 
that in queen Mary’s ume bills did pass, and 
yet the sessions conunued: that we may have 
a clause in the end of the bill, that that bill 
might pass, and yet the sessions continue. 

Mr. Hackwill saith, that in the 11th Rd. IT. 
an act did pass, that, notwithstanding some 
bills did pass, yct the sessions should not de- 
termine: that mw this kiny’s time, in sir Thos, 
Sherley’s case, it was resolved, that a sill with 
such aclause might pass, and the sessions not 
be determined. He would have us send to the 
Lords for a Conference, and desire them to 
join with us in a petition to this effect. . 

Sir kd. Sundys saith, he would have us to 
desire the Lords to join with us in a petition 
to ns maj. shewing how ready we are tu pass 
divers good bills; what great grievances are 
come to the subject tor want of such bill: 
that we are willing, notwithstanding the wea- 
ther, to sit for the service of his maj. and the 
kingdoin: that the Pardon may pass this house 
in one day, for itis here to be read but once; 
and, for the enlarging of the pardon, that may 
be easily done by strmking out of certain re- 
strictions: that the bill ior repeal and cont- 
nulng of statutes is already once read, and will 
be also soun rcady: that we, at a conterence 
with the Lords, should desire them to join in a 
petition tu the king, that we might continue 
our sitting to the cnd of the term, because ia 
this term there is but little business tu be dis- 


cedent in sir Tho. Sherley’s Case, that a bill! patched; tor usually this term is but to settle 


might pass, and yet the sessious continue ; and 
also this sessions is a good precedent, for that 
we have passed the bill of Subsidies by com- 
/Mission, 
J > Sir FE. Sundys would have all those bills, that 
are engrossed, read, and passcd betore the re- 
cess; becnuse otherwise, ut our next mecting, 
they will seein strange and new to us. 

Mr, Alford would: have no order invade, nor 
any thing put to the question of all these mo- 
tions till after dinner, that then we might fur- 
ther consult what to de. Which motion was 
thought fit by the house to he tuvowed, 

Sir Rob. Crane would have us petition his 
maj. that we aught sit ull about the cad of the 
terin, that we might pass sume bills, and not 
return without some fruit of our labours into 
the country; which wall otherwise with a heavy 
heart pay the Subsidies we have given.— 
‘Lhe Louse liked not this motion. In the after- 
noon of the same day, the house being in a 
committer, : 

Mr. Creae saith, that since it pleased the 
hing to say, at the beginning of the purl. that 
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and prepare business against another term. 

Sir R. Phillips would not have us stand on 
the pardon, but (if it cannot be had so soon) 
to Jet it alone, 

Sir 8. Sunds saith, that he will walk in a path 
not yet trodden in, and propotind what hath 
not vet been proposed. He would have us to 
take 3 Unngs into our considcrauon ; 1st, his 
maj.’s honour; 2ndly, the good of the state ; 
and Srdly, our own reputauon; and that in all 
these he would have us do something: that he 
never Leard of an adjournment by commission ; 
peoroey ne have used to be made by the 
‘ing, or by commission, but adjournments have 
ever been by the houses themselves only : that 
the king said, he would meet us in the remedy 
of our grievances more than half way, and that 
made us enguge his mnj.’s word in the coun- 
try, that we had more than hopes of a good 
success of this parl.; but now we shall be 
like the cursed tree, which bore fair leaves 
but no fruit, for at the first we had fair hopes: 
that, if we go now home without fruit, we shall 
be worse welcome tban we were atter the last 


- 
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convention of parl.; for, though that parl 
brought forth nothing, yet it parted with na- 
thing : I wish that it had then given something, 
and that sye had attended the fruit of it. He 
protesteth, that, if he had any other place to 
go to, he would nat go into his country with 
empty hands; for if we go fruitless home, we 
shall be a mock and scorn to the country.— 
The Speaker having taken the chair, 

’ Sir Edw. Coke reported from the committee, 
“« That the whole vote of the house is, that, if 
we should part, as was this day propounded, 
we should go all away heavy: that the com- 
mittee hath resolved to desire a Conference 
with the Lords about this; even to be humble 
petitioners, with their lordships, to his maj. to 
give us some further time, for perfecting of the 
special bills; to the comfort of his subjects.” 
A message was sent to the Lords to this elect. 

May 29. Sir Edw. Coke reported the Con- 
ference with the Lords touching thie peti- 
tion to the king tur our sitting till the end of 
the term. He saith, that he told the lords 
that we shall not make a country farmer under- 
stand the dilference between an adjournment 
and a prorogation: that for the general Par- 
don, it may soon be inade ready: that there 
never was parl. tiat sat.15 or 16 weeks, and 
brought nothing to perfection: that there were 
never Subsidies given, but there were some bills 
of grace, and soine bills for the guod of the 
commonwealth which did pass: that after a 
prorogation the same parliament men are to 
come again: thatin 30H. I. the two parliament 
houses are called commune consifium regis : 
that we thought we should have sat longer, and 
till Midsummet, because the king in his speech 
said, we would be weary before Midsummer ; 
whereby we took it, that we should sit till that 
time: that we, for these and other reasons al- 
leged, do desire their lordships to join with us 
in a Petition to the king for anor time. Ile 
saith, that the duke of Lenox answered, that 
their Jordships would consider hereof in their 
own house, and that presently we should know 
their auswer to our request. 

Mr. A/ford saith, that he hath seen an an- 
cient roll of parliament, that the king ought 
not to end or real off the parl. when things 
are in hand and not concluded; and that, 
when we have notice that the time approach- 
eth that the sessions shall end, then the Speaker 
useth to move the house that no more bills may 
be admitted, but that we may go on and pro- 
ceed only with the businesses that are in hand. 
He saith, that he is therefore of opinion, that 
it is against the course of parl. that the king, in 
the midst of business, should break up the 
sessions. | 

May 29, p. m. The Lord Treasurer ac- 
quainted the House of Lords, That the lords 
of the privy council had attended his maj. that 
day, to whom he had taken notice, That after 
he had signified bis intention to both houses 
for adjuurning the parl. thc Commons had pray- 
ed a Conference and thereby a Petition to be 
qade to 

Vou. 1, 


PARL, HISTORY, 19 Janes I. 1621.—Debate on the Adjournment. 


his maj, for a longer continuance of 
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the parl.; to which the Lords as yet had re- 
turned no Answer. 
therefore, “ That though he is willing to 
hearken to any. petition, which shall be made 
unt him by parl. yet, a petition of this nature 
cannot be pleasing unto him ; it seeming to be 
a derogation of his prerogative, who hath the 
only power to call, adjourn, and determine 
parliaments.—1] hat, out of favour to his peuple, 
his maj. had made choice rather to adjourn the 
parl. than to prorogue it; and therefore bis 
maj. adviseth that a select number of bills may 
be chosen out, which he may pass, and either 
make a session, or an adjournment, at his plea- 
sure. In which his maj. will-advise with the 
judges, Whether the royal assent by commis- 
sion tu some biils, will put an end toa session 3 
or, by adjournment, hcep all other bills op foot 
in the same state as they now are. 
further advice is, ‘‘ ‘I hat the house do husband 
well the time; for, on Monday next he detere 
mines to hold bis day either for the adjourn~ 
ment or prorogation of the parl. His pleasure 
is also, that those bills which have passed both 
houses be sent unto him before-hand, fur the 
rest he will advise of afterwards.. Lastly, that 
the business of sir John Bennet be hastened.” 


His maj.’s commands are 


His maj.’s 


The priuce moved the house, “ That the 


Coipmons might be made acquainted with his 
inaj.’s pleasure, signified by the lord trensurer; 


and of his maj.’s advice to husband well the 
ume; and that ifthey have any thing more to say 


‘unto the king, that they do attend his maj. on 


Sunday next.”—On tis motion the Lords sent 
to desire a Conference, presently, with the other 
house: which being agreed to, and the Lords 
returned from. it, it was ordered, That sir Joha 
Bennet be brought to the bar to-morrow morn- 
ing, at 9 o'clock. 

May 29, p.m. Upon the report of this Con- 
ference with the Lords being madc to the Com- 
mons, the house was so discontented, that 
every man cried out “ rise! rise!” and that 
without giving any arswer to tie lords, whe- 


ther this did like them or not. 


Mr. Delbridge, a Devonshire merchant, saith 
he will treely discharge bis conscience, as be- 
cometh an honest man; and theretore profess- 
eth, that this message delivered us by the lords 
from the king, doth dishke him for his parti- 
cular. 

Mr. Mallory would have us return an ar- 
swer to keep correspondeucy with the Loris; 
but, for all-other businesses, he weuld have us 
let them rest. 

Serjeant -lshley saith, that the prince did wish 
at the conterence, that we should forbear to 
debate or consult of juining with the lords to 
get tarther time. 

Sir Edwin Sundys saith, he seeth the house 
is full of two passions, grief and fear; for his 
own part, he was never so tull of either; that 
the country isin a dangerous taking: our reli. 
gion is rooted vut of Bohemia and Germany,aud 
rootmg out of France, unicss God doth mira- 
culousiy defend them: that trade is decayed 
and oPEeS in ail the out ports (especially the 
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Cinque Ports) so that, whereas they were wont 
to defend themselves ‘aid the kingdom, they 
arc now become all such beggars, as the king 
must keep there a garrison to defend them: 
all the grievances of the kingdom are trifles in 
comparison of the decay of trade: that it is 
now no time to consult what to do, for we are 
too full of evief and fear: time may temper 
onr passions ; and therefore he would have us 
rise now, and send a message ‘to the lords to- 
morrow, | 

Sir Robert Phillips saith, that we see religion 
at home in an ill case; and he praveth God 
we feel not the danger of it.—A message was 
then sent to the Lords, to acquaint their lord- 
ships that the committec is returned with great 
grict to the house, and is now unfit to send an 
avswers but toemorrow we will send their lord- 
ships ananswer, The house was so long dehat- 
ing of this messaze before they could resolve on 
rt, that abe Lords were risen. Sir Lionel Cran- 
field, master of the wards, wonld have spoken 
(the house being in this passion, and ready to 
rise) and heean saving, he was ina grent strait 
between his duty to the king, and his duty to 
this house ; whereupon all the house cried out 
that we should send the message to the Lords 


(for yet it was not reported to us, that the Lords. 


weve gone, before the messenecrs caine to de- 
liver the message) and would not hear him: 
then sir Henry Vane, moved, that we should 
bear the Master of the Wards, but vet the house 
would not: then the Chancellor of the Dutchy, 
sir Humphrey May, moved, that we did over- 
uivow the hberties of the house; itt we would 
Tot permit every man to speak; but forall this 
t2¢ house still called ont tor the message ; and 
6).the house rose in a great passion and con- 
Tusion, : 


Proceedings against the Bishop of Landuff 


vor Brocege in Bribery.| May 80. House ot 
Lords.— Ihe first thing of moment the Lords 
went upon this day, was to hear the report of 
the carl ot Huntingdon, one of the committee 
appointed to tuke examinations concerning Dr, 
dicld, now bishop of Landatf. A collection 
‘was inade thereot,’ which, with divers letters, 
sent up by the Commons, ‘concerning that 
cause were delivered by his lordship into court. 
“che bishop having withdrawn, the kiny’s ser- 
Jjeant, Crewe, eame to the clerk’s table, and read 
‘the said collection in hee verba:—¢ Edw. 
Heerton having a suit in chancery with sir 
Rowland Everton, tor lands of good value ; and 
supposing be had sore hard incasnre therein, 


was commended to dr. Vield, now lord bp. of 


Jiandat®, for the procuring of some great fricuds 
ty assist him in this cause. Upon conference 
between Edw. Egerton and the lord bp. about 
this matter, and to the end to procure such 


assistance and triendship, he acknowledged a} 


recornizance of 10,0001, to the bishop, and one 
Jiandolph Davenport, a gent. belonging to the 
late lord ehancedor: which was dated March 
-23th,in the 16th year of this reign. Where- 
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which it was agreed between them, That if, by 
means or mediation of the said commissces, of 
either of them, the said Egerton should prevail, 
either by decree in chancery, or at common 
law, to recover so much of the ancient inheri+ 
tance of the said Edward, as is mentioned in the 
defeasance, then to pay the lord bp. or Daven- 
port, or either of them, GUOO], within 2 years 
after.—On the 15th of March 1618, dr. Field 
writes a letter to E. Egerton, in the nature ofa 
defeasance of that recognizance, which con- 
taineth, that the sum of GOOOL. is for gratuities 
to such hon. triends as shall be made in his 
business, it he recover, by the power of those 
friends, his ancient mberitance ; or, otherwise, 
a third part of whatsoever shall be added to 
that which had becn formerly awarded to the 
said Edward in chancery. And, if nothing was 
done, then he promised, in verbo sacerdutis, to 
return the recognizance.—Atter this the lord 
bishop writes anothcr Jetter, without date, to 
mr. Egerton, letting him know thereby, that 
there was a stay made of decrceing the lord 
chanccllor’s award till next term, by the means 
of one of my Jord chancellor’s gentlemen, who 
would have conferred with mr. Egerton, but 
that. his leisure permitted him not then to do 
it; he therefore required some further warrant 
and direction to proceed in his behalf. Un- 
derneath this letter ove Woodward, brother- 
in-law to mr. Egerton, writes this postscript, 
That he thinks his cause will do sll and that 
he hath assured the gentleman he shall find 
mr. Egerton faithful in his promise, and wish- 
eth he would write back to Woodward to that 
purpose.— Woodward writes another letter to 
mr. Egerton without date, Jetting him know, 
that dr. Ficld is sorry my lord hath not sent au 
answer as he expected, but that my lord chan- 
cellor shall be moved this night for a stay of 
the decree; which he hopes to get by such 
mens as he shall use; and that he hath as- 
sured hin mr, Egerton would perform his ae 
mise.—Davenport being examined in this high 
court, touching the sharing the GOOOL. betwixt 
him, Butler, the bishop, and others, saith, He 
himself should have had nothing; Butter was 
to have 2000L, and 1000}. was thought fit to 
be siven to the lord chancellor; but his lord- 
ship knew not of it, and Butler dared not te 
move It. Davenport and Butler meant to have 
shured that 10001. For the other 30001, he 
knew oot how it should be shared. The mat- 
ter promised was a Ictter frony the lord ad- 


miral, and a reference from the king to the 
lord chancellor.—Francis Joyner being exa- 


7 . ¥ ac th 
mined in this cause, confesseth, he was the 


* ud 
, means to make mr. Egerton and dr. Field ac- 


quainted ; and that the doctor had conference 
with Butler and Davenport about mr. Egerton s 
business: and that the doctor drew in the lord 


i Haddinzton to be a furtherer of it. ° He spoke 
‘to the recoznizance ; and that the doctor con- 


fessed he was trusted from the lord Hadding- 
ton, and that his lotdship was to dispose ot 


upon there was adraught of a defeasance con-! the money at his pleasure.—Tristram Wood- 


ceived,’ but not perfected, as it seems; 


o 


by 


ward being: likewise ‘examined, confessed, 
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Joyner told: him dr. Field had friends at court: 
gad how mr. Egerton was drawn to the doctor's 
house. ‘The recognizance was taken for But- 
Jer and the lord Haddington, as he thinks; but 
out of it the doctor expected recompence, as 
he heard amongst them: and canfessed he 
wrote the postscript to dr. Field's letter sent 
to.mr. Evertou.—IFdw. Egerton saith, “ That 
be acroed with dr. Field for the recognizance, 
that; he should have his land decreed to him: 
that 6000]. was to ke paid on the event of the 
suit.. He was to pay the money to dr, Ficld 
aod Davenport; but how much each should 
have he knoweth not, .He furthor said, That 
Woodward, his brother-in-law,, apd dr, Field 
procured him, to, acknowledge the recogni- 
zance; but he did not pay the charge of it: 
that dr, Field told bjm he wauld bring him to 
one Butler; who would, procure an order from 
my lord chancellor for his relict in the gause 
as he would desire: thereupon the doctar de- 
manded a recognizance of 10,U00l, for. pay- 
ment of 6000), when this examinani phould 
bave such an order from the court as he de- 
sixed. The recognigzinge was entered accord- 
lucly; after wh:en, this exanminant finding no 
goud Atbercby, demanded back bis recozur 
mance; when, atter many delays, and a-vear’s 
distance of time, he bad the same delivered. 
Lastly, that Woodward told hun dr. Field, 
capt. Field his brother, and Hutler should have 
suared the money amanyst them; but how, he 
knoweth not.” ; 

Then the king's serjeant read also the Proofs, 
which consisted of all the letrers aud examina- 
tions beture mentioned, Atter which the bp. 
of Durham ® stood up, and, in a speech, re- 
peated the manner how this matter way first 
complained of by the coimnoas to this house, 
With the several proots thereof: but added, 
“That since there was nothing proved but an 
lntent, at the most, he moved that the consi- 


deration thercot be referred to the bp. of 


Canterbury, and he to give the bishop an ad- 
Monition tor the same in the Convocation 
House.” The archbishop (Georve Abbot) then 
rose up and said, “ That dr. Field, the now 
bishop of Laudatt, could not be excused from 
Brocage in Bribery; for which he was to 
blame: but hoped that he might bear his thult 
as dr. Field, and not as bp. of Landa; and 
that, if at was referred to him, he would do 
that which belongs unto hiin.+ 

Whereupon it was ordered, That the Affair 
of the lord bp. of Landaif shuuld be referred to 


* Richard Neile, who had himself been 
complained of by the Commons, when bishop 
of Lincoln, tor some expressions in the house 
ot lords, tending to advauce the prerogative 
royal, Scep. 1159. : 

+ The circumstance took place when dr. 
Field was only a private clergyinan; nor does 
xt scem to have injurcd his character at court: 
for, in the next reign, he was removed to St. 
David’s, and, afterwards, died bishop of Here- 
fardpin 1636, ue 


4 


PARL-IHSTORY,. 19 Jaates I. -4691.~-Charge aguinst Sir J. Bennet. 


a at mm a mm aR eee a a a 


hi2in 


the abp. of Canterhury, and he to be admon- 
ished) by his grace in the Convocanon Tfoures, 
before the bishops and clergy there. The Lords 
wiso taking into consideration the complains 
of the Commons, touching this matter, agreed 
upon a incssage to be sent to that house, to 
this purpose; viz.“ Wheres the house of coun- 
mons iatorined this buusd of a great muigde- 
meanor committed by ds, Figld, pow bp. of 
Landal¥, and hath alsa sent siu¢e te demand 
Judgment in that cause; Uhe Lords haviag uixen 
full cxarmmMation thereat upea vath, do noi find 
it proved in the sme uwunerils, bsecris, Wey 
Were Ipforined by exuinimativns taken in theig 
house. , And, fay further sateticuon of the 
commons tperein, thels lordsiips have seat 
them the examination of Randoloh Davenport.” 
— Ans, The comnudnus returned eieat taanks 
tor their lordalups hoasgurebie and just pace 
ceedings im the cause of the lord Pp. er 
Landatf, and tor sending the esaginatiou of 
Davenport; by which at duth Upped, tbat ties 
examatiun, taken by them, dows diter unued 
from: that taken upon his oath befae tueir 
lordships.”—-Then the question was put, Whe- 
ther-the said bp. should take bis vice in the 
house. before be received his wainoue. on froin 
the abp. or not? Agreed, por plores, that Le 
should: Whereypon fis lardship was called ia 
by the genthuuan-usier, and went tu dus plice, 
Thus ended this Adair; of Which, there 1s net 
one syced in Wilson’s Lue of Tung James, on 
in Rushworth’s Collections. | 

Charge against sir Jon Derneé far Ieitery 
Qnd Corruption.) The Vacl of Hendosdon 
reported, Phat his Jord-fip, and the other hoes; 
joined in coinmission with bin, had taken divers 
examinations in the cayse of sir Jobo Beuuet 
knt. judge of the prerogatuve couct av Whe pus 
vince, ut Canterbury; by which they tud sin 
guilty of much Bribery and Cosrugdonm; of 
which a collection was muinde, and his lord-hip 
delivered the same tour, Serjeant Crew. ‘The 
earlof Southarepton also made the bke report, 
and delivercd tie examintwuans and collections 
ot the Bribery and Corruptions, wheres ath ote 
Jolin was charged, to mr, Attusuey General. 
Which collections, with the names of We wit: 
nesses examined ror proof being read. sip Juin 
Bennet was brought to ee har. The kuae’s sere 
Jeant opened the Charee aw jainst hinr by shew 
Ing, That the said sir Jobn, beng a judee, ua 
aturesa:d, aad being disvceted by the daw wait 
fees to take for probats of wills, and yuto when, 
to grant Ictters of administiatien, be had poo 
verted the course of Jaw tor bribes; and, being 
therewith corrupted, he granted adminisuaties 
contrary to law. He charged the said sir Jolin 
with these particular Bribes and Corruptions, 
and read the examinations of the tollusins 
witnesses for proof thereof.” viz, Rd, Lutuet 
died, 1619, intestate, without issue; Abigail, 
his widow, required administration and paid 
441. But being opposed by Tho, Luther, a 
brother, she, at two seviiul tues, gave sir 
John 441. more; end vet be yranted ud- 
mibitrativy to Ler and Thu. Dother juuuy 
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Proved by the examination of Tho. Tyler, W. 
Owen, and Abizail the widow. But before sir 
Johu joined Tho. Luther in administration with 
the widow, he promised sir Juhn 1001. and, 
atter he was joined, he gave him 1201. Proved 
by Vho. Lutucr. For allowance of the ‘ad- 
ministrator’s accompts, sir John had 1001. to 
distribute amongst the kindred of the intestate, 
and 501. for ptuus ases, and seemed discon- 
tented he had nat 501. more. Proved by John 
Worsley and Abigail now his wife.—-Wm. 
Bannister died intestate, 1615. His widow 
gave to sir Joun Bennet 301. 16s. for admimis- 
tration. Proved by the examinations of Wm. 
Richardson and James Goodshall.—Hercules 
Wytuam claiming to be executor by will, first 
gave sir John five broad-pieces ; then Samford, 
sir John’s man, undertook for 20 pieces more 
to his master and 2 to himself, to procure him a 
good eud, which end, wasagainstthe will, Prov- 
ed by the cxamination of Hercules Wytham.” 
—sir Wim. Whorwood died 7 years past, Field 
Whorwood, a younger son, and a daughter 
offered to prove a will.’ Tho. Whorwood, ‘the 
elder brother, offered to prove a second will: 
Ba-sor, the proctor, promised sir John‘ 100): 
for his hand to Field Whorwood, but paid on! 
84]. to him, and 61. to: his man Samford. 
Proved by John Badsor. Tho. Whorwood, by 
advice of Samford, gave sir John 38]. yet sir 
John gave sentence against him. Proved by 
Tho. Whorwood and John Batham.”—George 
Sturges dying intestate, Francis Sturges, his 
kinsman, offered sir John, for administration, 
201. in yold, which sir John said was too light; 
then he gave him 401. and had it grauted. 
Proved by the examination of Rob. Davies, 
Rob. Sturges, and Rob. Labourne.—Phiiip 
Holman died 1619, Philip his son exhibited his 
father's will; a caveat being entered, he sent 
by Kelvert 20 pieces to sir John, which he ac- 
cepted, and demanded 20!. more, which 
Kelvert promised but pac not: Proved hy 
Philip Holman and Rd. Kelvert, proctor.— 
James Lingard died 1618, intestate; John his 
brother and James his nephew contended for 
administration ; for 501. paid sir John and 51. 
to Samford, John the brother obtained it; 
which, afterwards, was revoked. Proved by 
Wn. Fass, proctor :—Rob. Sayers died 1618, 
intestate, his children minors; Simon Packhurst 
gave sir John, by direction of Samford, 201. for 
administration, durante minore ewtate; which 
was revoked two davs before Packhurst was to 
have had a cause heard in chancery, which con- 
cerned that estate: Proved by Wim. Bass, 
proctor.—Henry Ryley died intestate, 1620, 
Jobn Ryley sued for administration? he gave sir 
John Bennett 5!. and sir Jobn procured from 
John Ryley 9 rings set with diamonds, which 
were pawned to the intestate for SOl. but wére 
not worth 101. Anthony Ashley and Tho. Wells, 
two kinsmen of the intestate, agreed with Sam- 
ford to sive sir John 30). and 10l. to Samford, 
to get sir John to order them part of intestate’s 
estace. Then he ordered them 300]. which 
Jubn Ryley was forced to pay, and ‘the said 401. 
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for a bribe to sit John and his man. Sir Joh 
hat, besides, a piece of plate, which cost 41: 16%, 
6d. to change the great bond for true adminis 
tration. Proved by Ryley, Ashley, and Wells, 
—Jane Corne, widow, died intestate, yet 
Francis Winscomb pretended a wilt. Sir John 
received of Wm. Poumd, pendente lite, the 
widow’s next kinsman, -401. to grant him’ ad- 
ministration, which .this depoment paid. -Sir 
John would not give it unless le might have 

‘that sum. Proved: by Lewis Lashbrooke. The 
deponent’s administrators in trust to perform 
her will, for obraining of administration, gave 
501. iu hand to sir Jolm, and their bond to pay 
50l. more, 3: months after; and 25s. for for- 
bearing the last 50l,: Proved by John Lews 
and Rowland Jolinson.”.» °° a 

The day being far spent,’ the hduse was 
moved not to have wry more ‘fead’at that time; 
whereupon the prisoner Was withdrawn, and 
it was ordered that he, bé brought there again 
to morrow morning.  Actorditigly on the 
following day, the house proceeded in the 

Cause of sir John Bennet; and the Attormey 
General charged him with the following 
proofs :—*' That he received of mr. Meggs, 
on the behalf of rhrs. Pitt, for the continu- 
ance of administration granted to her, and 
sought to be revoked, 461. 13s. 4d. Proved 
hy the examination of Edw, Willet.—He re- 
ceived of the widow of Hugh Lee, for adminis- 
tration of her husband’s goods; wherein she 
was crossed by a caveat, put in by the means 
of Samford, sir John’s man, 35l. Proved by 
the snid Edw. Willet.—He received of sir 
Edw. Scorey, for the administration of his fa- 
ther’s goods, 100]. Proved by sir Fdw. Sco- 
rey.—He contracted with Edm. Walton to 
have 201. for the administration of the goods 
of John Clovil; and, the money bemg brought, 
there fell 51, more casually out of his pocket; 
whereupon sir John also claimed that, and 
would not grant the administration otherwise. 
Proved by Edm. Walton.—He received of sir 

John Brand, for administration of his grand- 
father’s goods, 501. and this was by way of 
contract, sir John pressing to have more. 
Proved by Tho. Newnam and sir Rob. Hitch- 
am.—He ‘took of Wm. Auchmore, for the 
administration of the goods of Philip Auch- 
more, 15]. Proved by Ru. Williamson : and of 

Tho. Allen, for the administration of hts father's 

goods, 51. Proved by the same wituess.—He 

received of Solomon and James Mansell, for a 
dividend out of their brother’s estate, 20]. and 
then gave them but 300I. out of an estate, of 

80001. having received from the widow of the 

intestate, as she confessed, 100]. to the intent 

that he should allot them no more. “Proved 
by Solomon Mansell.—He had of Samuel Neast, 
for his favours in proving anuncupative will ot 

John Neast, 10!. and 5 peices at another time; 

and forced him to pay a debt of 514L to oneFish- 

borne, for which Fishborne had neither spec:- 
ality, nor so much as a superscription of the 
testator in his book. Proved by S. Neast. 

He also received of the said Samuel, 60% tor 
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inaking a:repott into the court of chancery. 
Proved by the same.—He received of Hester 
Mitchell, for administration of the goods. of 
her father, 20). Proved by Wm Bass.—Flower 
Hanshaw, widow, died intestate m1 1615, pos- 
sessed of » personal. estate of 11,2491. 2s. 7d. 


1621.—Sir J. Bennet’s Defenct.. © [acre 


That mr. Ashton, by the hands of Philip King, 
did give to sir Julm Bennot’s lady, a Sc onich 
carconet, or girdle, about tbe value of 100 
marks, for the kindness he had reccived froat 
sir John in an administration. Proved by 
Philip King.—Tkat Rd. Havley, about. $ 


and for the granting administration of tie said | years since, dying intestate, and the adminis+ 


oe te Ben). Hanshaw, he delivered unto 
amiford 2001. of which.he verily believeth sir 
John Bennet had the greatest part; besides 
OOl. 7s. 7d. to. pious uses. Proved by. the 
said Benjamin.—Andrew Moor, about ‘two 
years sitice, died intestate; the administration 
of whose goods was, by consent of one Clarke, 
and others, granted to the eldest brother of 
the said Moor; for which sir John had 601. 
besides a gratuity given to Samford. 


Rascarrock of Pinkley, by his will, made 
Philippa his wife exccutrix, and died 1616; 
which will being controverted, she first gave 
20 old angels to sir John to have the said will 
proved m:common form; and, for sentence, 
gave 41. Proved by Rd. Wilhamson.—-Dr. 
Tighe 13 Jac. made his last will, died, and 
made Mary his wife executrix, upon condition 
that she should prove the will in due form of 
law. Mr. Tighe, brother to the said doctor, 
could not have a copy of the will from sir 
John, until he had given ‘him 10 peices; and 
afterwards, the said mr. Tighe having spent a 
great: part of his estate about the probat of the 
said will, and, being delayed therein, one 
Lyster, sir John Bennet’s man, said unto the 
said Tighe, That if he would give his master 
100l. and a gelding-of 101. value, besides 10), 


to himself, then his master, sir John, would 
sentence the will for him... Tighe answered be’ 


could not provide so much money preséntly, 
but he would give good bonds tor the payment 
thereof: Lyster would not take the bonds, 
and told the other, if he would not bring his 
master 40 peices, that then. dr. Bancroft, bro- 
ther to the said executrix, ‘should have sen- 
tence. Whereupon he procured 15 peices, 
and brought them to sir John; who would 
not accept thereof, saying, he would not take 
paper for gold. Upon this, administration of 
the goods of the said dr. Tighe was granted 
unto Mary his widow, by the procurement of 
dr. Bancroft; and Lystcr said, that a: haltin 
roctor had brought gold from Bancroft, which 
d ovetweighed him: Proved by Tighe, 
Styles, and Moxley.—Sir Henry Middleton, 
knt. inede his last will, and therein made 


David Middleton and Hen. Middleton his son, 
Alice Middleton, wife of 


executors thereof. 
the said David, did give 40]. to sir John to 


have administration of the goods of the said sir 


Henry granted to her, daring the minority of 
the said Henry the'son. Proved by Rd Wil- 
Kamson.—Mary Hawley, 6 years ago, died in- 
testate, possessed of an estate worth 6 or 7001. 
Rob. Hanbury gave sir John 601. or more, for 
the administration of the goods, as was. con- 
fessed by John Wray, on his death-bed. 
Proved by Jobu Feawick, aod Eliz, Hawley.— 


. 


Proved. 
by Wm. Oland and John Ode.—flumphrey . 


tration of his goods being granted to ene Kens 
bury, during the minority of his children, sir 
John had 201. or 20 pieces given him by the 
said Kenbury. Proved by Tho. Gear. 
George Scarlett, in 1615, died intestate: sir 
John would not grant adininistration of his 
effects unto Petcr Scarlet, until the said Peter 
had given him 101. in gold, im hand, and 6L 
more to be paid shortly after; and it was paid 
accordingly. Proved by Peter Scarlet.” : 
Sir Juhn Bennet’s defence.| The. attorney 
general having read this charge, the lord chief 
justice demanded of sir Joubn Bennet what 
Answer he would make to the same; who 
spoke as follows >—‘ I come in all humility, 20 
prostrate myself at your lordships feet; if your 
lordships expect a speedy and pertect answer, 
at this time, I hope you will excuse me, as 
being surprized withesuch a@ tempest. of atfic- 
tion. The particulars of my answer. must run 
thro’ the compass of 19 years, the whole time 
of my'being jude of the prerogative court of 
Canterbury; which doth constrain me to be- 
seech your lordships to give me some time, nat 
only to call to mind the acts of judicature of 
my own court, but also to confer with others, 
I humbly desire to have a copy of my charge, 
and, what I am justly.charged-with, 1 will com 
fess, after I have had time to consider thereof. 
Those whereof I am otherwise accused, as of 
many, I desire, as by the law of nations I ought, 
to have liberty to peruse the accusations sp 
exhibired, to use cross interrogatorics, to 
procure witnesses to be examined, and to have 
council allowed-me. Lastly, [ humbly bez at 
your lordships hands, even for justice sake, 
time proportionable to the multitude of these 
accusations ta make ny answer; and I doubt 
not so to extenuate them all, that when your 
lerdships shall see and consider the ground of 
them, you will-not hold me so foul and guilty a 
man as I am accused for. I am the first eccle- 
siastic officer charged in this manner; and 
whereas I am accused of taking nioney to pious 
uses, amounting to a great sun, I will engage 
my lite, that, upon proclamation made thereof, 
proof cannot be produced of 40001]. which.is 
not above 2001. per annum, ever since I was 
judge; whereof, if I cannot give a good ac- 
count, I wall beg my bread all my life,” 
The prisoner being removed, the house took 
into their consideration these requests; and, 
after deliberation thereof, their lordships were 
pleased to grant the same, thus far, viz. “ 1, 
That he shall have time till the next access of 
parl. to make his defence. 2. Council to ad- 
vise with only; but no council here in court to 
defend his cnuse. $8. Liberty to examine wit- 
nesses, ex sua parte; but not to examine anv 
upon cross interrogatories; and his witnesses. 


4275] 


to be sworn in this court, upon such interroga- 
tortesvas he shall dehver and the court allow. 
4. ‘To have copies of the heads of the charge; 
but no names: of any witnesses or proofs. 5. 
do Lave leave.at-the hearing to: take exceptions 
unto the witnesses produced aguinst him; and 
the'r names are. to be delivercd to him at that 
time. i 6. Liberty to search the records of his 
‘own court, and his own writings.” —It was also 
ordered, “ That sir John Beanet may be ad- 
mitterl to bail, on 20,0001. bond, to be taken 
in court, with such sureties as the court shall 
allow of;:and-if he cannot procure such hail, 


then to remain prisoner with the sherifts of 


London.”—The prisoner being calléd im avain, 
‘and at the tar, the lord chief justice told him 
how far the Lords had cranted bis requests; 
and also that their lordships were pleased he 
should be bailed as above. The chief justice 
did also admouish Lin not to impair Las estate, 
but that it remain in the same plieht as when 
he was first complained of Hr couct: Likewise 
to satisfy mrs. Scorey for 11001. which he had 
of her money, lett with him as a deposit; and 
to pay oif the 1000]. which remaius in his hands 
of sir Tho. Badley’s legacy to the university of 
Oxford.—Unto which sir John answered, “ [ 
do acknowledge the honourable favor of this 
‘court, in the goodness aud grace of God to put 
me into your hands, and these tavours towards 
me into your hearts. Mrs. Scorev’s money I 
contess due, and will give her satistaction for 
the same. As for the other 1000t. FE have per- 
formed as much as sir Tho. Bocdiey required ; 
having laid out other monies for the university 
of Oxtord, which FE intended to have done, 
whatsoever I may do yet, had not these cross 
misfortunes happened. 
in debt and disyrace, and doubt whether I can 
rocure bal to enter mto so gieatasum. I 
xumbly bescech your lordships that myself ma 
be bound in 10001. and my sureties.in 10001. 
more.”——The prisoner being withdrawn, it was 
put to the question,, Whether the toriner order 
touching his bail should stand, or be altered ac- 
cording to lis request? And it was agreed the 
order should stand.—Let us now see what was 
passing in the House of Commons. 
Merther Proceedings touching the proposed 


Adjournment.] May 30. Sir G. Moore desired | 
that there might be a clause added to the bill 
.. tor the Continuance of Statutes, to this cflect, 


that notwithstanding this session doth end, yet 
the bills may continue in the same forwardness 
which they now are in. bea 

Sir B. Rudyard saith, that we are muct 
bound to his maj. for his grace and favour in 
giving us leave to touch businesses of a high na- 
ture, and in them to go so far as to meddke with 
great persons, on whom we have passed judg- 
ment; which judginent is better far than ma- 
ny good laws, for laws will fall asleep, when the 
friziit of those judgments will kecp men aivake 
to do their duties. He desireth, that we may 


so temper oursc!ves and passions, -as that we: 


may part out of this house he a sweet odour. 
Su Kick Crusecaor saith, that we have 
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hitherto sang nothing but plecebo, and danced 
to the king’s heart; but ie: bath now pleased 
his maj. to change this tune, dnd make us sing 
nothing but dachrymae, and dance.loath to des 
pert... He wisheth our breasts were transparent} 
for then he would not send us heme with such 
a hazard of all our sateties and reputation to 
those who sent us hither. |. Where we are now, 
our fortune hath pliced.uas. where.we would. be, | 
our hopes carry us. .'He tvondd have. us rather 
to trust the king with:theavhole; than toslet us 
ro with-sa snail fruit. ef so great labours, and 
that we would not nose meddle any further with 
anv.bils ar geierances :!. 00 - es 
Sir fob. Pelilps santh; hie knoweth oot whe- 
ther hewsha!l ever Le of this house againor ne; 
and theretore’willnow speak trecly dis conser 
ence; that he heleved. at first, that this parl. 
would being -farth .a happy success. .. tie ever 
believed, that Ged’s glory could aot be. miain- 
tained but bythe spreading of the tue‘relivion: 
if thése of oun reli.ion suffer abroad, at.will de- 
faine. ami‘scandal our religion; for corruptiva 
grows apace. T¥e would bave us consider of 5 
toings. 1. Orour Rehgion at home 3. and, for 
the state of ity:he thinketn, that since the Ree 
formation, the Pupizts were never.more unpus 
dent and daring tian nows and, if please neat 
his maj. to have some care of it, it will grow 
shorty to an: cqual.balance, which, are. the 
ercater number of Phipists or Protestants. 2: 
For the honour of: the. king's, chiidren: Uus 
part of Christendom neyer recéived .a grcuter 
blow than in the loss of Bohenua. ‘He prayeth 
the king be not deceived in: his hopes of bnng- 
ing that business to a good end; tor gow we 
see, there is a.labour to bring all Clristiaa Ree 
higion under the govt..of the Archduke. -3. For 
the honour of the kingdom; it hath been the 
honour of chis kingdom not to bear an al word; 
and shall:we now take such a blow. as that 
which hath been given to the king of Bohemia, 
and our king’s children, who (we may say) are 
relicved by the alms of others? 4. For the 
commonwealth; which 1f we consider in its 
wants and gricvauces, he thinketh, the parl. 
was the only physician to cure the despcrater 
ness of the disease. In this it pleased bis maj- 
to:say, that, if he had known them, he would 
have remedied those grievances of vur hearts; 
but in the way.of this gracious offer of remedy 
it hath pleased his maj. (for causes best knowa 
to himselt) not to divert, but to retard the same, 
5, We are to consider of the course left to be 
beld as we now stand; which is to be consi- 
dered in 2 things: .4. What we shall presendy 
do: 2. What we left last night to be dune, 
touchiig the Message to the Lords. For the 
Ist, since the king hath tied-us to Munday, in 
which short space we can effect no good busr 


‘ness of any portance, le would have us sct 
down the state and grievance of this kingdom, 


and lay the same at his maj’s. feet, to dispose 
thereof as he hst: for the Qnd, that we should 
tell their Lordships we shall ever contiaue @ 
good aitection to the maintenance of the good 
correspondeucy between us und they Lorusiups 


act} 
© SitTho. Wentzcorth saith, that he will speak 
holt fear of any. He conceiveth, that the 
kiug’s resvlotion is immoveable; and we are 
how to resolve cither to do nothing, or else to 
be active and effect what good we can. He | 
thinketh ic dangerous to give over thus, lediving 
a kind of ill understanding between the hing 
and his peo Sle. He wonld have us send tu the 
Lords, to Lae their lor ships to pass those 
bills they have in their hands with specd, that 
we may do as much as lieth in our power to 
satisfy the people, who have paid their money; 
and he doubteth not but we may pass 12 bills 
at least. - 

Mr. A reahum saith, he conceiveth with sir 
R. Phillips, that the greatest bond of unity is 
relizion; ‘and those princes who have the same 
religion’ ‘should assist each other: for how can 
we think that the open enemics of the Bohe- 
mian, the Low Countries, and other parts, 
where the people are of ovr religion, can he 
friends to us? The poct teacheth, that ‘Tunc 
tua res agitur paries cnin proximus ardet.’ Na- 
ture maketh sheep flock together against the 
approaching of the wolf. He would have us 
go to the Lords to desire them to join ina 
course tor the safety of our religion and the 
king’s children. 

Mr. Secretary Calvert saith, he wondercth 
‘that his maj.’s message is so taken: that it 
hath ever been the use, that the king hath ap- 
pointed the time of the end of the pal, as he 
doth call it aud appoint the beginning of it. 
He contesseth the dangerous ‘state of religion 
at this present; but our disunion is not. “the 
way to remedy thosc dangers of the state. This 
parl, hath married the kine and the people, br 
aricht understanding of eachother, and cursed 
be such as seck to part } it.—At this wish of mr. 
Secretary, all the honse cried Amen! and then 
he desired, that we should goon, and do some- 
‘thing in this short time. 

Dr. Gooch srith, that it ts iene: that 
‘tur religion suffers, our ordinances are bent 
aviunst us, the justice of the kingdom is cor- 
rupted ; ; and is not the time vet come that we 
should redress these erievances? ‘he merchant 
“says, he can trade nu more: the artisan save, | 
he can work no more. ‘The one says, it ts be- | 
cause every pack, every pediar is tradtug be- | 
yond sca: the other compiaineth, there ure tou : 
Ininy ‘monopolies, too many prociainations, 
There were a people Brought out ofa great | 
deal More danger thin Wwe are in, and cume 
‘near the land of promive, vet could not ation | 
‘tout. He thinketh the tia is not vet mpe for | 
us, nor this the place to give a remedy ta the | 
said grievances; and therefore he desireth, | 
‘that we'sit down and hope fora better time. | 

Mr. Solicitor saith, that he is of opinion and | 
full of hope, that this is the part, teat shiall end, | 
as it bee an, very well, and give a remedy to | 
‘our erievaices: “He saitll, the commonwealth 
‘is fall of disensés, Kut they gre not mast cure. 
He -woild not ieee ag sit and do nothing, he- 
“cause we cninot dly al} the good we would do. , 
The time of parl. is wholly in the king’s _— 
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and appointment, and we have received & mes= 
sage tor the breaking up of this situng, for rea- 
suns of state best known to bunsclt; avd he bath 
graciously ottered to remedy our grievances, aud 
would have us present them to him. He de= 
sireth, that we should prepare @ bill, that our 
proceedings mav be continued, aithough the 
sessions doth end. He would have ug, if we 
cannot prepare things as we desire for the end 
ot the sessions, rather-cmbrace te king's frst 
propusition than the fast. 

Sir Ware. Spencer saith, since we can effect 
nothing in tits so short time, he would have us 
send to the Loves, to nequaint their lordshitps, 
that we purpose to adjourn our house ull sone 
dav, and then to go to the king. 

Sif Win, Herbert sah, that he once hoped, 
that this parl. which had so good a begining, 
should not have had so much di-content in the 
end, and we have so little fruit of our hbevality. 

Mr. Aiford vaith, it is not possible for us to 
do any thing by bills or by petitions of gricv- 
ances, that inay do any good for the kingdom. 
At first we fuund the king so gracious, as he 
never saw any price more favourable ; and 
the lords so willing to set forward to remedy 
the grievances ; butsince Easter all hath been 
cold and qnailed. He wisheth, that private 
respects unsicad not to the hurt of the public. 
He desircth, that we would join with the lurds 
ma peution to lis may. that we may have a 
meeting again after Michaclmas, and to get 
some proiuise thereof trom the king under his 
hand. 

Mr. Crewe saith, he would not have us to 
Join with the lords, to petition the king for our 
meeting again after Michachnas, for that is 
questionless wholly in the power of the king. 
We have given frecly two Subsidies to the king, ' 
albeit we were never less able to give it. We 
went down beture Faster with St. Hilary joy- 
fully, but now we shill go with heavy hearts: 
that he never knew, after so long a sitting, an 
adjournment, but still a sessions, nor subsidies 
miven without a general pardon; and its sorry 
they Inust now be severed: that there are pase 
sed both houses some bills, and others are rea- 
dy to pass, He would have us conter with the 
lords, what bills they have ready to pass, and 
to proceed ac cordant ly, 

Sie Ea. Gales saith, that we shail be worse 
welcomne into the couutry with noching than 
with afew bills. If there be sorae who have 
laboured to break off this pari, they will rejoice 
to sce us thus discontentedly and disorder realy 
to break off. He would have us to go to the 
Lords, and desire them to hasten the buses 
ses and balls thev¥ have, and that we would do 
as much evood tor trade as we can. 

Sis Hob, Crane sath, that be shouid Ike 
well that we shonld procecd with the maiter of 
trade, if we saw there could be anv guod sucs 
cess init; but we have sat here these 13 weeks, 
and have had several meetings tur trade, and 
yet are we no hearcr a coud success than we 
were at first: that we have viven two tree Sub 
sidics ;. and. they are like’ tu. prove a irce gift 
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indeed. Whereas it is alledged, that the king 
hath need of his council, we shall willingly 

ield that they go to atteid his as service : 
hens are other honest hearts besides to go on 
with the businesses here in hand. He desireth, 
that we should confer with the Lords, touching 
our joining in a Petition to the king, and re- 
presenting to his maj. the dangerous estate of 
the kingdom; beseech him, that he will be 
graciously pleased to give us leave to sit a 
lonver time, 

Mr. Serjeant Ashley would have neither bills 
Or grievances presented to the king, because 
the bilis that are ready to pass, though they are 
good, yet they cannot give that satisfaction to 
the country, as the couutry expected; but 
+ would have us leave them and the rest of the 
business of the house so as we may find them 
in a good case at.our return, when it shall 
please his ma). to call us. 

Sir Ed. Cecil saith, he observeth this house 
is divided into $ sorts of speakers, free, silent, 
and reserved speakers: that it hath been a 
good testimony of the worthiness of this house, 
that at the first we went on so well, and were 
so well approved of. It is true he hath heard, 
. and doth believe, there have been ill offices 
done to this house by sume member of this 
house ; for, at first sitting, while the king’s ear 
was open to us, there was a good harmony be- 
tween his maj. and us; but by the carriage of 
some ill messages the king bath been misin- 
formed. He desireth we may have a Confe- 
rence with the Lords to join with us in going 


to the king, and to let his maj. understand the 


bearts of this house. 

It was on this motion resolved, that a mes- 
sage shall go to the Lords, to desire a free 
Conference with them, touching the accom- 
modating of the present business of this parl. 
which message was accordingly sent by sir Ed. 
Cecil, who reported, that the Lords had ap- 
pointed a meeting for the free conference, and 
that they would have it be of all the members 
of both houses, and the time at 4 this after- 
aoon, in the Painted chamber. 

May 30, p.m. Sir Nath. Rich saith, that it 
is our grief that we are denied access to the 
king, who hath said, he would be sorry to deny 
us any thing, and that bis maj.’s ears are stop- 

d that be cannot bear us. We believe, and 

now not but his maj. is persuaded, that we 
are well pleased to give over; wherefore he 
would have our desire to sit here longer repre- 
sented to the Lords, that the king may know it. 
The trade of the kingdom is declined so, as the 
king must keep garrisons in the Cinque Ports; 
for all the inhabitants there have, and are 
ready to leave them. As for bills, he would 


not have us present to his maj. a few bills; for 


he had rather that the kingdom should think 
that parturiunt montes, than that we should 
briug forth a mouse. As for Grievances, he 
holdeth, that they are not ripe for to be pre- 
sented to the king; and therefore he would 
have no Grievances to be presented, but onl 


the grief of our beasts, If the guod bills which | gan ancw, 
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are in the house may be perfected, than he 
would have us go on withthem; but he would 
have us desire the Lords to join with us, and to 
vo with us to the king, to represent the lament 
ble estate of the kingdom, the decay of the 
trade of it, the danger of the safety of it and 
the king’s honour. . 

Mr. Neale would have us propose to the 
Lords those bills which are p and those 
others which may be passed, and to desire 
their lordships expedition of the same; 
he thinketh, that, without passing of so many 
bills as we may, we shall give no contentment 
to the plages we serve for. 

Mr. Recorder Finch would have ws make 
much of the mother (the parliament) whatso- 
evcr becometh of the child (the business); for, 
though it perish in the birth, yet the mother 
may have -more issue; and therefore would 
lave us part well, and so hope of farther issue. 
He would have us pags as many hills as we 
may, for they are not to be taken as a retribu- 
tion: that the king is ticd to further an act for 
the good of religion. He would have us also ex- 
Li our griefs, that we want time to pass mor 

ills, and to desire their lordships to join with 
us to further those that may be passed, and are 
best worthy of the passing. 

Sir Ed. Sackzille would have us pass those 
bills which are ready, and prepare as many 
more as we may make ready; for, if we rise on 
a discontent, we shall repent it; for that may 
be an occasion that we shall not meet again 
ufter the recess. 

The Master of the Wards saith, that those 
who would have us rise discontented will do the 
country as ill service, as they hope to do good 
by a longer stay: that time will manifest, that 
the king hath more than reason to do what he 
doth: that there was never better shipping in 
Englaod, than now there is. As for trade, he 
purposed to have made it his masterpiece, for 
he hath been bred in it, and would have spent 
his lite to have done good in it; but the state 
of trade is not so bad as it is alleged to be, and 
some of the out ports never had better trading: 
that to part discontented is not the way to ef- 
fect any good thing, and no private man’s estate 
can be sure, when the public is not assured. 

Sir D. Digges saith, that at the free confe- 
rence their lordships did desire the continuance 
of the correspondency between both houses; 
but they expected (it being a free conference, 
and desired by us) that we should have spoken 
ef some particulars: that to-morrow their lord- 
ships will send us a note, how the state of the 
bills and other businesscs in their hands do 
stand. 

May $1. Mr. Alford moved that all our 
bills are to take effect after the end of the ses- 
sions; so as, if this be but an adjournment, 
then those bills (which some would have pass, 
notwithstanding the sessions doth not deter- 
mine) cannot take effect till the end of the 
sessions: and, if it be now a sessions, then all 


the business is behind hand, aud must be be- 
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Sir Edw. Coke saith, that there are some of 
our bills which are to take effect from hence- 
forth, and they are to take effect from the be- 
ginning of the part. when they are passed the 
king’s royal assent :—that Hen, VII. was in 1. 
degni sui attainted of high treason ; but as soon 
as he came to the crown, that attainder fell to 
the ground: thatin 1H. VII. bills did pass the 
king's royal assent, and yet the sessions conti- 
nued. The Grievances are not yet ready to 
be preferred, and the ancient use hath been, 
that when the petition of Grievances was pre- 
sented, then cormmonly there were also pre- 
sented some bills to take away the same: and, 
if the bill against Monopolies and that agaiust 
‘Concealments be not prepared, it will be to 
small end for us to present any Grievances: 
that it hath not been the use to present Griev- 
ances by fractions, but we must do it thoroughly; 
for, if it be done by halves, the king may have 
good reason to deny us. He wishcth therefore. 
that we should embrace the king’s first offer for 
ao adjournment rather than a sessions. 

Sir Ed. Montague would have us return 
humble thanks to his maj. for his gracious mes- 
sage, and to acquaint the king, how that we 
cannot, in so short time, prepare the Griev- 
ances for his maj’s considcration. 

Mr. Hackwill, concerning the adjournment 
by commission, saith that there is no question 
but this house may adjourn itself; yet it was 
@ question in 1Jac. but then it was resolved 
en, and a precedent vouched in the time of 
queen Mary, that this house might adjourn 
itself: that in 27 Elis. there was a commission 
for adjournment of the parl. but this house did 
then adjourn itself, on notice by a message 
from the Lords: that the commission of adjourn- 
ment was read there, and so is the usc still: 
that, during the adjournment, the wages of the 
knights of shires and burgesses do continue to 
them and the members of both houses are still 
to have freedom against arrest, both for them- 
selves and their servants: that in a year book 
of 33 H, VIII. queen Catherine Howard was at- 
tainted: that in 21st Oct. there was one parl. 
aod that in 23rd Oct. in the saine year there 
was another parl.; for it was the judges’ opi- 
nion in those days, that every passing of the 
royal assent was a sessions: that ind and 2 of 
Mary the house was of opinion, that the giving 
of the royal assent did not make a sessions ; 
and in the part. cardinal Pole’s bill was passed, 
and yet the sessions continued, tor there were 
divers other bills that passed afterwards in that 
gesgions: that there cannot be a royal assent 
but we arc to be present. 

Si Ed. Coke saith, that the royal assent 
doth not make a sessions, unless the lord clianc. 
or lord keeper doth say, at the passing of the 
royal assent, that this shall be a sessions or pro- 
rogation of parl.; but, if he say no such thing 
then it is to be no sessions. 

Sir S. Sandes saith, our end and necessity js 
to enable the subject the better to live: the 
opening of trade, the advancemeut of our home 
eee aad the increasing of commerce 
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between man and man. These things are the 
most weighty causes of the parl. ; and he wish» 
eth, we should rather embrace an adjournment 
than a prorogation. for the manner of the 
adjourninent, there hath a commission used to 
come from his maj, to the Lords, but it hath 
been only to declare his maj.’ pleasure that 
we should have an adjournu-cut; but the Lords 
themselves, and so this house by ourselves, 
have ever uscd to adjourn the sitting, after 
that the king’s pleasure hath been siguitied, 
that there shall be an adjournment. | 

Sir Ed. Cecié moveth, that he might join with | 
the Lords to acquaint the king with the state of 
the business of this house, and that we are 
content and part without grief. He feareth, 
that there are some amongst ourselves, who do 
pick out the worst of every man’s speech and 
words (as lately of sir Edw. Coke’s) without 
remembering the good, service, that any one 
doth to the king and this house. He would 
have us represent so much to the king by our 
Speaker; whom he would not have use such 
large preambles nor eloquence (whereof we 
have no use nor need) but to go to the purpose. 

Sir D. Digses saith, that itis true, that it 
appeareth by the Custom books, that trade ig 
as goud as ever it was; but the gain of trade is 
not so good as it was wont to be; for trade 
hath an inward disease, impositions and the 
like, that hath marred and decayed trade.—It 
was then ordered that sir D. Digges shall speak 
at the Contcrence with the Lords. 

‘Sir Ed, Mountague saith, that he would have | 
no bills to be passed at this adjournment ; and 
he thinketh it will better content the country, 
when as they shall understand that this is but # 
cessation, and that the parl. doth cuntinae, ang 
we still enjoy our privileges from arrest and the 
like as if we did still sit in part. . : 

Sir Rob. Phillips would have no bills passed 
this adjournment. He saith, he must say he 
goeth home with a surrowful mind; but not. 
with a repining sorrow, but a sorrow that in all 
this time we have brought forth no fruit for the. 
good of the king and the kingdom. If we 
should offer to have bills passed, and ‘the king - 
should not, at this time, give way to some spes 
cial bills which we desire to have passed, then — 
this will breed in us more discontent than if we, 
had offered no bills at all to be passed. — 

Sir Edw. Coke saith, it is @ maxim in law, 
that every court must adjourn itself; and, if 
there be a commission to adjoarn the part. 
then the adjournment is not good; but the 
commission should be to declare his maj.’s 
pleasure, that we should adjourn the parl. A 
commission to adjourn alone is not goed ; but, 
if the commissionets and members of pari. ‘do 
join, they may adjourn either or both houses. — 

Sir To. Howe would have no bills at all 
passed, because it is questionable whether the 
sessions do not end then or no; for mr. Hack- 
well did deliver precedents of Judges’ opimons 
on both sides, 

Mr. Deléridge would have no bills pass, but, 
because trade is inuch decaved, and licth @ 
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bleeding, he would (to give some satisfaction 
to the country) that there might be liberty 
given to trade frecly, accord tu the law, 

notwithstanding the patents and monopolies 

which are granted, and that the mipositivns 
laid on trade, since the last parl, may be taken 

off ull that tie; for now the charge laid on 
trade ts such, that none can make a living by 
jt: that, if a merehant trade with 100L he 
shall pay for custom and fees outward and 
homeward of this 100], 24). to the king and of- 
ficers: that customs are raized; aud, whereas 
they paid of late tor one hind of merchandise 
Qs. they now pay for the same merchandise 
as. 8d. [tis true (as the master of the wards 
sid) that it seciied by the Custum books, that 
trade is as good as ever it was; but that is, 
because Custom is raised, not trade increased. 

The Master of the Wards saith, it is true he 
mieunt mr. Delbridge, when he said that he 
kuew the trade of the tewn, for which some 
member of this house serveth, to be as good as 
ever it Was: thathe, on search, found the trade 
of that partic ular town doubled of that it was 
wont to be in the queen's tine, and better than 
it was at the king’s first comimyg; and this he 
bath found to be, not by the increase of the 
Customs, but allowing all late impositions : 
that he is contident sull, that trade in general 
Is not decaved, but im some parucalar places 
itis: that trade is as great as ever it was, but 
not su goud as ever, it was, As to the raising 
of 2s, on a bays to 2s. 8d. it was en petition 
remittcd by the king to that particular town : 
that, if we had had a fortnight’s liberty more 
to sit here, we could lave done no cood ter 
trade: elint against our meeting he will so pre- 
pare trade, as it shall pass then more speedily 
and the better: that neither the king’s busi- 
ness nor ours is done; for the two Subsidies 
—bave been in substance no more than one Sub- 
sidy and two 15ths: that jealousy well ground- 
ed is wisdom: bot, tat hath not good ground, 
it argues av all disposition. Tle doubteth not, 
but that we shall meet again to effect whut we 
have begun. 

Sir D. Disrees sé ‘ih that mr. Delbridge 
spake and meane th, tu his knowledge, that the 
teade of the manufactures, which are made m 
the town for which he serveth, is decaved. 

Sir BE, Sandus wisheth, that the king be not! 
wronged, for here is no wan that wrongeth lits 
Meh. that there is no man here discuntente d; 
but here is no man here that will unde aile, 
the country shall not be discontented ; for 

want of money and trade will discontent then; 
and, thouvh we shall all of usin duty palliate 
our discontent, vet his maj. would not have us: 
to palliate our intentions and desires. Poverty, 
and want of money and trade pioch the Mine 
dow at this tine, und what are the bills whieh 
are passed (acainet Drunkards and for keeping 
the Sabbeth) to remedy these wants? bur, if 
we could have the bills against Informers, Mo- 
nopolies and the like, he should have been 
wha lo heve them passed. Hope of passing 
geod bills at our next mecting will content 
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more, than the effecting such bills as sre 
passed. 

Sir Dud. Diggcs doth recapitulate his con- 
ceit of what the intention of this house ts, com , 
ecrning the tree re-conference, wherein he 1s 
appointed principally to confer; and desireth 
to be rectitied, if he conceiveth it not rghit. 
That he shall hear and not propuse: that he 
shall counter to have an adjournment: that we 
will not meddle with Grievances: and that be 
shall shew, the inclination of the house is to 
have no bills passed: that he shall conter of 
these things, but nut conclude any thing: that 
he shall shot the reasons, why the house hath 
such an inchnatious and in a declaration toe 
touch the business of the house.—It is then or- 
dered, that he shall speak aud treat of these 
thines, and in the same manner, as be hath 
recapitulated them. 

sir vd. Sandys would that sir D, Digges 
should shew the reasons why we incline to have 
no bills: tirst, to maintain the king’s honour; 
tor, if we bring down these bills and no more, 
the country will think we could get no more: 
Qndly, the reputation of the house; that we 
have sat thus long, and shall pass not above 
ten bills, which will be the most we can dis- 
patch in so short a time: Srdly, the keeping 
of the people in content; who may mutter, if 
they sce no better fruit of the charges they 
have beew at.. 

The Master of the Wards saith, that we have 
to deal with a wise king, and one that can ap- 
prehend quickly when he is abused. For the 
reasons set down by sir E, Sandys: 1. He saith, 
that sir F. is mistaken; for it cannot be (as he 
saith) for the honour of the king, that we shall 
refuse to pass any bills, when as his maj. at 
our request, hath yiclded to pass bills. 2. That 
It cannot be tur the reputation of this house, 
to be so inconstant, as first to desire tu pass 
bills, and then to desire not to pass bills. 3. 
For the content of the people, the till against 
Intonners, and that concerning Superscdeas 
(as he hath heard) are better than a general 
pardon, 

sir Id. Cecil interrupted the master of the 
wards, saying, he was surry to hear lim in such 
manner to go between the king and us, and to 
sav, thatthat which we have mtended fur the 
honour of the king is only to delude and abuse 
the king; and to tax the whole house, in such 
a fashion, uf constancy and pettishness. He 
hath heard, that there were some ot this house, 
who did the house all service by misiutormas 
tious; und we may justly suspect it, since here 
openty Gur speeches und intentions are wrested 
to the worst construction, 

Sir Ed. Sandys saith, that the message deli- 
vered here frum the king, by mr. Secretary, 
was, that his maj. thought it would be best for 
the house not to pass hills and thercture what 
banselt had spoken was but in prosecution of 
the king’s thoughts and opiuon. 

The waster ef the Wards saith, be spake 
but his opinion, as str Ed. Sandys had donc bis 5 
and that it was but lig opiniun, that not to 
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pass bills was not for the king’s honour, as it 
was the other’s opinion, that it would be for 
the king’s honour not to pass bills. Tfe wish- 
eth, that he may prosper as he hath done and 
laboured to da to the king, and otherwise, all 
good offices tur this house.—We shall now re- 
turn-to the Proceedinys in the House of Lords. 

May 3t. The lord treasurer reported the 
Conterence with the Commons, yesterday; 
wherein his lordship shewed how lively they 
expressed the sorrow of that house for the ad- 
Journment of the parl. “ ‘Three things at the 
(‘onterence he particularly remembered: 1. 
Their ume and diligence emploved in this parl. 
: The matter of mnportance there handled. 

. Their desire to have tinished them: with an | 
saves of a mass of business which they ! 
have entered into. ‘they alsv expressed. their 
griet and passion, that ghey could not perform 
what they had promised tor the good of the 
common-wealth, and their carnest desire that 
the hike correspondency might be held between 
them, which had subsisted all this park They 
desired to know how hills rest with us, that we 
may also learn how bills are with them, to the 
end such bills may be prepared as are fittest to 
pass; and that we may advise together what 
course is to be taken, not oaly touching the 
bills, but also such other matters as they have 
now in hand.”—The Lords then sent a incssage 
to the coinmons, to desire another tree Conte- 
rence with them about the same subject. At 
the same time they sent down to them the bill 
touching the adjournment of parl. which they 
had passed, and specially recominended it to be 
expedited with all possibie haste in their house. 
This was a bill of a very extraordinary nature ; 
bat there was uo occasion fur it, as will appear 
yn the sequel, 

May 31, p.m.. The Lords then considered 
that they were to meet the Commons, ata Con- 
ference, that afternoon; and it was agreed, 
That, if the other house should make any new 
propasitions, to vive them no answer at that 
time, but to consider thereof. It was also 
agrecd, Vhat the lord treasurer should report 
to them the state at the bills, as they srand 
here, and to require the same account from 
their house; tathe end that those bills may be 
prepared for the king’s assent, which are most 
necessary. Lixewise to make report to the | 
house of this contcrence. Accordingly, The 
Fords being returved trom the said Courerence, 
the lord treasurer reported the same, “ That, 
atter each honse had acquainted the other with 
the state of the bills, the Commons desired to 
have no roval assent to any bills at this ume; 
because they do not know which to choose or | 
preter before another. They gave also many 
reasons to have an adjournment without the 
roval assent; and desired that the purl. might 
be so adjourned, as that each house mav have 
power to accommodate business against the | 
“yrext access. 
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adjournment of a parl. by the king, and an ad- 
journment by the houses, W hereupon the at- 
torney general came to the clerk’s table, and. 
read the precedents of the 27th Elie. for. 
the adjournment of a parl. by the queen’s com- 
mssion: and, having inauy more precedents to 
read at the fice nature, it was ordered that 
they should be read the next morning: also the 
lords, who were the sub-committee tur customs 
and prisilegcs, were ordered to search the res 
cords tor precedents of the form and manner 
or adjournments of part. 

June 1, Mr. Attorney General read di- 
vers more precedents, out of the journals, of 
the forms for adjournments of parhaments. 
He shewed the ditrurence between an adjourn 
ment and prorozation ; and that the word pro- 
reugare 18 oftentimes used tur adjournare; but 
the latter word never for the former, He 
shewed also, that a parl. being adjourned by 
the house, all commuiitees were still af turce, 
and the bills remain ia s/atu gue prius; but ay 
adjournment, by commission trom the king, de- 
ctermines all comimittees, and they cease till the 
next sitcing of the court; but the bills are prey 
served we stati quo prius, 

Then the bouks and Writings belonaing tg 
the Gold and Silvur-Thread atair, which were 
found ain the otfice kept for executing that 
commission, aad brought into perl, were ore 
dered to be daveved hack to sir hdw, Villiers. 
And it was also ordered, ‘Phat av be signitied to 
the coumons, that the Lords do find hin clear 
of those matters, mentivned by them in thers 
declaration. 

The lord chief justice was ordered to admit 
sip John Bennet to bil, tor iis appearance 
there at the next access ot parl. himself to be 
bound i 7000), bond, and ten ccntieameu, ning 
of which wer e knivhts, i in 22001, each. 

Further Pian. fouchtings ble Adijaa. rn- 
ment} June 1. In ‘the Commis, suede. 
Miowrtague sanh, that the lord treasurer said, 
that, when the parl is adjourned by commi.- 
sian, declaring the king’s pleasure, all busi- 
hesses are to cease, and nothing Is to be dove 
In that cessation 3 but itis otherwise, when we 
of ourselves, without having the king’s pleas 
sure, do adjourn the parhament, 

Mr: Noye saith, that he never heard thas 
there was a difurence of an adjourament 
made by the: house only, and an adiournment 
inude by Commission by the king, [t the king 
alune do adjourn the park then it is a deters 
mination of the sessious: af the parl. be ad- 
journed by ourselves, we may mect again of 
ourselves; but, if it be an adjauroment by the 
king alone, then it is an end of the Sess10ns, 
and we cannot mect again, but on sivuilication 
of the king’s pleasure: that in the lord Dvyer’s 
time it was resolved, that, if an adjournment 
be by a record, it is.an eu of the sessions; but, 
fat be but by a remembrance, it is otherwise : 
but it is ordinary, that there is a commission 
from the king to adjuurn the pari. but we da 
| adjourn it of “and by ourselves, and make a 
| remembrance of it, and of the cuntinuance of 
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the sessions here in the house. If the sessions } so return?’ his maj. put the Lords in mind of 
end, many statutes against hanting, and others, | the two patents grievous to the common-wealth, 
will be discontinued. He would have us be | of Inns and Gold and Silver-Thread called in 
guilors, that the adjourninent may not be on | by him; and also this parl. had censured the 
record by the king alone, but may be made by | Jate lord chancellor: which is an example to 
- the several houses; for that it might otherwise | all other judges.—He atlirmed, That had the 
breed a great question, whether the sessions {Commons made an humble answer to him on ° 
determine or no; and his opinion is, that it | the adjournment, he would have grahted them 
doth determine the sessions, In the journal ; ten days longer; but now he would not yield to 
of this house, in 27 Eliz, it is expressed, that | their request: yet, if the Lords thought that 8 
there was a committee appointed to sit in the | or 10 days more will expedite those bills tbat 
time of recess, when therc was an adjournment | be now in the house, he will grant it.” 
by commission from that queen to adjourn the | Then his majesty was pleased to go into his 
suid parl. and that, notwithstanding this commis | drawing-room, that the lords might more peas 
sion, this house did (on notice of the same from | discuss this matter amongst theinselves. And, 
the commissioners, being some of them atten- | taking it into consideration, they thought fit to 
dants on the uj per house, when the said com- | advise with the Commons also therein; and 
missioners, who brought the said conmission, | sent a messaye to them to desire a free con- 
Where gone forth, and their message de- | ference with their whole house, presently, in the 
tlared to us by the speaker of this house) | Painted Chamber, on matters of great import- 
adjourn the said parl. a§ all other courts do | ance, wherein vo time was to be lost.—The 
use to adjourn themsclves, king being returned, the lords humbly thanked 
Mr. Afadlet saith, that in 4 Ed IV. there | his majesty for his gracious and free offer; ac- 
was a writ sent by the king to adjourn the | quainted him with the message they had just 
term; and thereon the judges did adjourn the | sent to the Commons; and besought fim to en- 
term: and it hath ever béen the use of all | large his offer to this day fortnight. The 
courts, that the judges have adjourned the | king granted their request, with this caution, 
term, thoneh the king send a writ to do so. “© That it be understood to be his own free offer 
The King's Speech to the Lords, touching | to give this election to the people, either to 
the Adicurnment.| June 2, The king came to | have an adjournment, or a longer time to pass 
the house, and, in a speech to the Lords, | some bills, and so to make a session.” 
took notice, “ That upon Monday last he | Both Houses desire an Adjournment only.] 
sent 2 message to them, and another to the | Mune 2, p.ai. The lords went to the confer- 
Commons, declaring his royal pleasure for the | ence; and, being returned, the lord trea- 
adjournment of the parl. and the reasons | surer reported to the house: “That the lords 
theredt, He gave them thanks for their obe- | having acquainted the commons with his 
dience to the message, and the acknowledg- { maj.’s free grant of a choice, whether. the 
nient of the king's power to call, adjourn, and | parl. should be adjourned on the 4th inst. or 
dissolve parlinnnents: for not joming with the | continued for a fortnight longer, and then 
commons in a petition to his maj. as they de-| prorogued; The Comnons haviag consntered 
tired, for a non-adjournment at this time: | of it, did acknowledge his mai.’s power to call, 
also for leaving the form of the adjournment | adjourn, prorogue, and dissolve parlraments, 
unto him; and for expediting the bill which | and his inaj.’s grace and favour in granting thts 
his maj, sent touching the adjournment.—His | election; for which they desired the lords ta 
maj. also took notice of the form of adjourn- | joi with them in grateful thankrulness to the 
ment, discussed in that Rouse yesterday, and 


‘ king."—Their hamble desire also is, That it 
that the opinions of the judges are, That the | would please his maj. to adjourn the parl. ‘the 
&djournment by the king keeps the parl. in | torm whercot they Jcave to him, because they 
Statu quo prius until the next sitting ; Pat that , have discharged their committees, which thev 
then no committees were to mect: but if the | cannot now recollect so suddenly; neither will 
adjournment he by the house, then the com- | that time suffice to bring to effect the affairs of 
mittees and other matters docontinue, That, erent importance which they had in hand. They 
in these matters, the judges and his attorney | desired also to present his'maj. (with the lords,) 
fre to be heard in that house; but vet the | three Petitions; first, for matters of trade, that 

riviteges and hberties of the Lords were to be | is, that manufactures may be distrrbuted to the 
majntained, and no ways abridged.—That out several out-parts of the kingdom, 2. Moacy 
of princely care to his people he gave much ! not to be exported out of the realm, 3. That 
longer warning of this adfournment, than any | ordnance may not be transportéd; fastly, they 
of his predecessors had done, to the end that | again renewed their former request, that hoth 
such bills as were most material to the com- | the houses may join in their thanks to his maj.” 
ron-wealth, might, in the mean time, be ex- | —Then the lords sent another messaze to the 
pedited; especially against Yiformers, and | commons, to acquaint them, that they had con- 
writs of Superscdeas and Certiorari: but his | sidered of their request, and had ‘appointed a 
qnaj, first demanding the opinions of the judges, | cammittee of 12 lords to join with a committee 
they snid, he conld do himself what those two | of their house to present it to his maj. that af- 
bills required.—That whereas some say. ‘No | ternoon, if he would be pleased to admit then 
goad hath been donc this parl., ard shall they / to bis presence.” The Lords huwnbly desired 
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h. r. b. the prince to present their thanks to his 
maj. and the abp. of Canterbury was appointed, 
by joint consent, to deliver the requests of lords - 
ahd commons to him at the same time. _ 

June 2. In the Commons. Sir Walt, Earle 
moveth, that sir Edwin Sandys may be cleared, 
by question in the house, fur the wards which 

e was here taxed for. : 

Sir Ed. Sandys saith, ‘‘ that he hath received 
of late notice, that there is notice taken, and 
misinformation made of words which he should 
Bpeak ; viz. that after we came from the con- 
ference withthe lords (who gave us notice that 
we could not sit any longer) that he then said, 
he would not have any business then done or 
resolved on; and gave his reason, because pas- 
gion was no good councellor: and ke also then 
said, that trade was overthrown by monopolies, 
and that monopolies were mamtaigcd hy cor- 
ruption. He saith, that it was spoken by him 
suddenly and with passion, he being'then very 
sensible of the decay and want of trady of that 
town, for which he serveth: that he taketh 
corruption to be in this case, wiren for money 
a monopoly is procured upon false suggestions. 
The other words, which he was said to speak, 
were these, that the whole kingdom was out 
of frame; and that it was tor the king’s honour, 
that no bills should be passed this adjourn- 
ment. To this it was said, by the master of 
the wards, that Ire did slunder and tax his ma).; 
and that none must think to delude the king 
with words, for we had to deal with a wise and 

‘judicious king, To these words he answereth, 

that he taxed not his maj.; that he, in his 
former specches, took occasion, on the buisness - 
of the masters of the chancery, to commend 
his maj.’s yovt.; saying, that, amongst all the 
complaints that were brought into the house, 
jt was a great honour to the king, that none of 
the juctges of the law were so much as blamed ; 
which sheweth the wise and provident care of 
his maj. in the govt. of the kmgdom, whereof 
justice is the chiet part,”—-Upon the question 
being put, it was resolved that sir E. Sandys is 
free trom having given any just cause of offence 
either by these words or any other that he hath 
uttered in this house, either to his maj. or any 
other person, without one negative. 

Sir S. Sandes desireth, that all question of any 
‘offence, for any words spoken by any member 
“of this house, may be also clehred here by the 
‘Sentence and opinion of thts hoase. He sarth, 

‘that, after a prorogation, our privileges endure 

not above 14 0r-15 days ; but, after an adjourn- 
ment, they continue inherent in us, as if the 
house did.sit: that m 27 Eliz. there was a 
committee appointed to sit during the adjourn- 
fnent; and that coimittee did, at the access, 
report the same to the house. He desireth to 
knot, whether this committee was -ordercd 
and appointed to sit, before there was notice 
‘of ‘the commission sent from her maj. for the 
adjournment, or no; and, whether there were 
diccordingly a report of the labours of that 
‘committee. 


: Mr, Alford saith, he‘heard‘sir E. Sandys sey 


some things how whereof himeelf hath hereto- 
tore spoken the Tike; for ie hath here said, 
that he did pray to God to divert a playue 
from this kingdom; for that corruptions, mo- 
nopoties and briberjes were never so great in 
this kingdom, He saith, be hath not, to his 
knowledge, said any thing herein the house 
that was amiss, or might not become an huvest 
man and a good subjcet to say: and theretore 
will not (having the king’s word tor trecdom of 
speech) so much distrust any thing, as to desire - 
to be cleared by the opinion of the house. —- 

Sir Wm, Spencer saith, that no man had had 
cause to have doubted. to be hereafter ques- 
tioned for words (seeing: Ins maj.’s gracious 
message, for our liberty and freedom of speech, 
was here entered in the house) but that, since 
that message was here entered, the master of 
the wards did here say, some would be ques- 
tioned for some words spoken here in the 
house; and yet did not name the man, so as 
he might have been here by us, according 
to the course of parl, either censured of 
cleared. 

Sir G. Moore would have all men here clear 
ed by the vote of the house, to have spoken 
nothing here that deserveth to be questioned. 

Sir ). Digges saith, that this kingdom is 
one of the best of the world for situation for 
trading: that his father did long since set on 
foot here 9 proposition concerning the manu+ 
factures ; but they are now tou much neglected, 
which undoeth this kingdom, He hath now & 

roposition to offer to the consideration of this 
hoeee, which hath $ principal ends. 1. To 
bring an advantage to the king im his Customs. 
2. It shall increase shipping and trade of 
merchants. 3. Thatait shall be hurtful to no 
man, And to these ends he would have every 
port town rent their own customs, and pay a 
much rent to the king for their custom, by a 
mediation, as they have paid any time these 
7 years; for now every merchant comes hcre 
to London, like lean kine, to grow tat by de- 
vouring the trade and merchants of the out 
ports: but, when they grow rich, they purchase 
Jana and go‘live in the country; or else give 
over their trade and turn asurers, as most of 
the aldermen of the city do. It 1s mamitest, 
how the trade of the out ports 1s decayed, by 
the decay of the port towns and havea: 
wherent Winchelsea in Sussex is a lamentable 
spectacle : for there are abundance of vaults 
in that town ; and there was avery vood haven, 
whereof there is scarce dny sign or memory 
left. He would have it, during this cessation, 
‘commended by the members of this house to 
every port town, to consider of taking their 
customs xt a mediation of 7 years ; fer this will 
get the king £0,000]. per ann. more rent-tor 
his ‘customs, than now he hath; for now the 
king letteth forth the customs to farmers here 
of this city, who will not pny so great a rent as 
160,0001. per ann, which they now give, but 
they will gain by it; and good reason there is 
they should do so, for they are at 16,0001. per 
wimn, charge 40 Officers to look to their profit in 
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the out ports of the kingdom: that now all, 
or the best part of the wade of Europe is re- 
duced to London, Amsterdam, Leghorn, &c. 
That all the deputies of the farmers will and 
do exact fees on the merchants in the out ports ; 


which by this means will be prevented, and all | 
This ° 


will cause the inhabitants of the out ports to | 


clamours of this nature be thus staid. 


tuke care that money, wool, &c. and many 
oiher thices (prohibited to be transported) be 
not carm:ed out of the kingdom, as now they 
are, by the connivancy of the farmers deputucs. 
He would have this propounded to all the out 
ports of the kingdom, to which places this will 
be a great ease, that they may send up their 
answer at our next meeting. 

Mr. Lowerson desiveth, that sir D. Digges 
my set down this proposition in writing, be- 
cause it consistcth of many heads, that the 
Londoners may give answer to it, 

Sir Eide. Coke saith, that this motion of sir 
D; Diyzesis a worthy motion ; for freedom of 
trade is the life of trade: that custumers are 
called in latin Publican, and every one know- 


eth, that Christ cailed publicans sinners; and 


we may justly match and call publicans cus- 
tomers, and customers sinners; for they cozen 
and deceive both the king and kingdom, He 
sah, he will never fear questioning for what 
be hath here said; tor he bath here spoken 
old English, which is conscience. He knows 
eth he bath offended many, because it pleased 
this house to put him im ghe chur at the com- 
mittee conceining moneopolics; whereby he 
hath procecded the more carefully, “He would 
have those of the out ports, who shall desire to 
‘tarm their customs, to offer good sureties: but, 
for the better turtherance ot trade, he would 
have an order of declaration entered here, 
that none of those patents of monopolies, 
which have been here condemned, should be 
put in execution during this adjournment or 
cessation. 

The King adjourns the Parliament.} June 4. 
The abp. of Canterbury reported to the Lords, 
‘Phat veoterday, in the afternoon, the com- 
mittee or the Lords, accompanied with that 
from the Commons, attend. d bis maj.; where 
it pleased the prince his hizhuess to present 
unto him the humble thanks of both houses, 
for the choice his maj. gave them of an ad- 
journment or prorogation of the parl.— That 
then his grace made known to his maj. the 
election of the Commons, viz. an adjournment, 
with their reasons tor the same; and also pre- 
sented unto him the 3 Petitions, recommended 
ov the Commons: 1. Tonching new manu- 
fuctures to be equally distributed to the out- 
parts of the kingdom. 2. Concerning bullion 
and coin to be preserved in the land, 3. Touch- 
ing iron ordnance noy to be exported.—That 
his maj. graciously accepted the thanks from 
both houses; and notwithsumaing that he 
enalled to mind that the Commins embraced 
not, as they ought to have donc, bis manv ad- 
monitions to expedite good baws; and that 
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the adjournment of this parl. (all power being 
in him to call, adjourn, prorogue, and dissolve 
' parliaments) vet his maj. was pleascd, accord- 

ing to the choice the Commons had made, to 
adjourn this parl. at this time; the same to 
begin ayain in Nov, next. In the meau ume 
he will, by his own authority, redress the abuses 
of Informers, and writs of Supersedeas and 
' Certiorari; which were intended to be rctonn- 
[ed hy the two bills more especially recom- 
| 
| 


mended by him.—‘That his maj.’s Answers to 

the 3 Petitions of the Commons were: to the 

| Ist, concerning the enlargement or dispersing 
of new manufactures, which he never heard of 
before, he will consider thereof with his coun- 
cil. To the 2nd, touching bullion and com, 
his maj. would also advise with his council, 
and redress it. And to the last, about ord- 
nance, somp care had been taken already, and 
more should be hereafter.—Then bis grace pre- 
sented his maj. the hearty prayers of both 
houses, unto God, for his long lite and prospe- 
rity. And the king, as general bishop of the 
land, did then also offer his prayers to Gad tor 
both houses. Finally, he admonished then, 
“ That at their return into the couutry, they 
give his people good satistaction, both for the 
proceedings and adjournment of this parl.” 

According to an order made June 2, -the 
Judges delivered their opimons touching the 
privileges of the house of lords during the ses- 
sion of parl, But, because it had not hap- 
pened to their knowiedge, that ever the house 
was. adjourned for so long a time, as now it 
was intended to be; they could not satisty 
their lordships of any precedent, for the conti- 
nuance of their privileges during all the time 
of this long cessation. - Whereupon their lord- 
ships delivered their opinions. “ That the lords 
do know that the privileges of them-elves, their 
servants, aad followers do continue, notwith- 
standing the adjournment of parl.; aud do ad- 
judge the same to be ikceed in all points ac- 
cordingly.” Ordered, That this declaration 
shall be entered in the Journals, and a copy of 
it sent to both the compters to be pubhished.— 
After several other orders were fnished, |. 
ro h. the Prince, who never missed one day's 
attendance all this long session, produced the 
kine’s Commission for the adjournment of the 
parl, By virtue of which, the commissioners 
adjourned the park, to the 14th of Nov. next 
ensuing: The lord chicf baron, with other 
judees, were sent to. the Commons with the 
same instrument, and witbal to deliver this 
message: We are commanded to signity 
unto you, ‘Phat his maj.’s pleasure is, that all 
committees, matters, and business of par. shall 
rest in the state as they pow are, until the 
next meeting.” 

The Cominons’ Deciaration for the Recovery 
of the Palotinate.} June’, Wilson and Rush- 
worth both inform us, That the Commons, im- 
mediately before their recess, took into consie 

| deration again the Affair of the Palatinate. 
| And, least the slackness shewn in it should Lg 


they disputed the reasons whch he gave of | Jaid to them, they, unaninously, ugrect, ta 
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draw up a Declaration of their sentiments in 
Uns matter, The motion for this Declargnon 
wus made in the Commons by 

Sir James Perrott who said, “ That since the 
knowledge, profession and practice of true re- 
hyion was so powertul, precious, and profitable | 
utito the souls of men; since the same was now 
so much distressed abroad in foreign parts, and 
sought to be endamaged and endangered here 
at home; since the deplorable estate thereot 
hed been already fully set forth by sume good 
members of this house, well known, and, as he 
hoped, scusibly felt by all the members of the 
same; since also the king’ s majesty, at the be- 
yinning of this parl. in bis public speech, re- 
Fresented the danger of religivn in general, 
and of the Palatinate in particular, with this 
princely and pious protestation, That if the 
sune could not be recovered by treaty, whereof 
he had some hope he would then adventure 
his blued aud lite in the cause; wheretore the 
mover humbly beseecheth the house, that in 
the cause of religion (which 1 Gud’s Ciuse) 


and in the cause of his maj.’s children, for 


Miuutenauce of the patrimony of that roval 
progeny, they would, betore their departure, 
wike a public protestation and Declaratiun, 
That, if religion and right may not be restored 
by treaty and peaceable means, that then, up- 
on our return to parl. (bemg thereto required 


by lus maj.) we would be ready to adventure 

tic lives and estates of all that belong unto us, 
a wherein we have terest, tor the mamite- 
negoce of the cause of God, ‘and ot his may.’s 
And for that purpose, such De- 
claration being here made, he would that the 
sume, by resolution of the question, and by 


tuval issue, 


public protes 


ae wight be buth testified here, 
and also entefed in the clerk’s book, 


vblige us all to the perfurinance of this prouise, 


discharge our duty ty God, and more taciitate 
hath i Mn hand wath 


foreign princes, concerning this cause: or at 


the treaty, which his maj. 


least enable his maj, to relieve the distressed, 
to rescue religion, to recover the Palatinate, 
with the patrimony of lis daughter's children, 
und to perturm che princely promise which he 
made.”’-—Lhis motion 


Rob. Phillips, nr. Beecher, and others, 


creat derence and consequence as their proper 


turce, and that now, while the parl. sitteth, 
fur the whole 
both with purse and 
aris, to assist the king in the business of the 
Palatinate, whensvever his maj. shall be plensed 


the king hath his sword drawn ; 
Kingdom ig then ready, 


to command. 


Sir Id. Ceci saith, that he thinketh this De- 
Charation 18 come trom heaven, and believeth 
that it will work bet:er effects with our ene-. 
mies, than itwe bad 10,0U0 soldiers on the 


warch, 


f 


that it 
nueht not only remain here on record to be 
«en and followed, but, being divulged, it might 


thus raade was cntler- 
tamed with much joy and a general consent 
or the whole house, and was seconded by sir 
who 
shewed divers reasons why the house should 
tunke sueh a declaration; viz. because that 
the reputation of the arms uf princes is of as 


| 
| 
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Sir Nath. Rich saith, that he doth much 


rejoice to sce this general Declaration be here 
approved with such an acclamation; fur that 
this will shew to the world, that we are not m- 
sensible ot the sutferauce of those of our reli- 
giun, nor of the wrong done to the couat 
Palatine. 

This motion was entertatacd with muck joy 
and a gencral consent of the Whole house, and 
sounded forth with the voices 0 them all, w “ithal 
liting up their hats ia thei hands, as high aS 
they could hold them, asa visit. le testimony 
of their unanimous consent; in such sort, that 
the like had scarce ever been seen in parl— 
Then there grew a little question, whether we 
should enter this our Declaration ofour ecneral 
resolution to spend our lives and fortunes for 
the defence of thuse uf our religion and of the 
Palatinate: but ait was resolved, atter a little 
debate, that it should be entered im the clerk’s 
bouk, tu renin on record, as our Deciaration 5 
which done, the house selected a committtee 
of all his may.’s privy council, that were mem- 
bers of this bouse, together with sir James 
Perrot and some other selected members, to 
draw up the Declaration of the house’s eeneral 
consent in this cause, and fur to set it down 
In writing, thacit might be entered and remam 
registered with the clerk of the parl. house. 

Su Dad. Digses moved, that the privy 
council of this house might, from the house, 

| beseech his may, not to use any delay ain the 
| treaty tur the Palatinate; fur our resoluwon is 
such as we have declared betore. 

When the commutee had drawn up the De- 
claration, it being reported aud publ.cly read 
in the house, was received with a general ap- 
probation and like acckimation of Joy, by a- 
sent of voices and littmg up tacir bats in their 
hands, as was done when this was committed 
to the comnuttce, The Declaranun was as 
tulloweth: 

The Commons assembled in par! teking 
into their most serious consideration the pre- 
sent estate or the king's children abroad, and 
the general altiicted estate of the trae pro- 
fessors of the same Christian relision, professed 
by the church or Pugland, in furciga parts; 
aad, bei Ing tuuched with a true sense aud fel 
low-fe celine of their di- “tiessts, as mncinbers of 
the same body, do, with unanimans consent of 
themselves, and of the whole body of the hing- 
Ggoua Geni they represent) declare untu his 
Most Exc ellent maj. and to the whole worid, their 
hearty wriet aad sorrow for the sane; aud do 
hot only yom with them in their husmble and 
devout prayers to Almmehty God, to, protect his 
true Chureh, and tu avert tire dangers now 
threatened, but also with oue he mare aud voice 
do solemnly protest, that, if his maj.’s pious en- 
deavours by treaty, tu procure their peace and 
| satety, shall not ‘take that guod eect he des 
sireth, in the treaty; (whereof they humbly 
| beseech bis nay. to inake no longer delay) that 
then, upon signiication oF his maj.’s pleasure 
In pi arl. they siall be ready, to tie utmost of 
their powers, both with Uneir dives aud turtunes, © 


J 


am a 


x 
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to assist him; so as by divine help of Almighty 
God (who 1s never wanting unto those, wha, in 
his fear, shall undertake the defence of his own 
cause) be may be able to do that by his sword, 
which by- peaceable courses shall not be et- 
fected.” . 

A message was then received from the Lords; 
That the king had sent a commissiun ta them, 
under the great seal, for adjournment of this 
parl. til the 14th of Nov. next, that the com- 
mission had been there read, and accordingly 
the house there had been adjourned: And 
that his maj.’s pleasure had been there signified, 
that all committees and other matters of parl. 
should stay till that ume, and be left in the 
siune state as now,—The messengers delivered 
the cominission to be read, but the Commons, 
having no precedent for the reading of it, did 
not thiuk ft to read the same. The messen- 
gers having withdrawn ull the speaker under- 
stood the pleasure of the house concerning the 
Answer to be given to the Lords, were again 
called in and informed by mr. Speaker, that 
this house according to the king’s pleasure, will 
adjourn itself accordingly.—Then 

Su kdw. Coke, with tears in his eyes, stand- 
ing up, recited the collect tor the king and his 
issue, adding only to it, ‘aod defend thein trom 
thei cruel enemies.’ After which the house 
aujourned to the 14th of Nov. next. 

Lhe Parliament meet again.] Nov. 20. 
Nothing material happeuing 10 the government, 
during the recess, but what will best appear in 
the sequel, we shall procced with our Journals. 
A proclamation was published, bearing date 
trom tbe court at Royston, Oct. 6th this year, 
fur an adjournment of the parl. trom Nov. 14th 
tu the Sth of Feb. next commg. The reason 
given for it was, the season of the year and 
weather making it unfit for the states of the 
kingdum to assemble at that ume. But by 
another proclamation, from the same authority, 
this adjournment was altered, on certain urgent 
aud inportaat occasions, to the 20th of Nov. 
at which time they were strictly commanded to 
mect to du business. —At this access of parl. 5 
newly created Lords were 1atroduced to their 
‘eats 1 the house, with the usual cercmonics. 
"(he vames “and tidcs were Tho. lord Darcy, 
of Chich, created vis. Colchester; Henry lord 
Hunsdoa, vis. Rochford; Fulk Grevile, lord 
Broke; Edw. Montagu, baron Montagu of 
Boughton; and Lionel Crantield was made 
baron Cranford of Crantord in Bedfordshire, 

Then a Message was sent to the Commons, 
“ That bis maj. bemg absent from pari by 
reason of an indisposition of health, had com- 
nunded the lord keeper to deliver bis pleasure 
to both houses; which the lords thought fitter 
to be dave at a mecting: cheretore their lord- 
slips did desire such a meeting for that purpose, 
in the Pyinted Chanvber, to-morrow at 2 in the 
afiernyon, it thay tune stands with their conve 
nience.” dusw. ** The Commons will attend 
the service, at the time and place appointed.” 
The Pruice sigpitied to the house his maj.’s 


pieaavce, “Abus when the losd keeper had 


ended his speech to both houses, the lord trea- 
surer and lord Digby should second the same. 
The Lord Keeper's Report of a Message fram 
the King to both Hower Nov, 24. The Lord 
Keeper of the Great » (dr. John Williams, 
bp. of Lincoln) delivered the report of his 
speech, to both houses, in form following :— 
““ May it ary your highvess and this noble. 
house; If I had in ny breast the least drachm 
of those high thoughts, which the Roman orator 
had in bis, when he said, ‘nihil dixi quod dix- 
isse pwniteat,’ that he never spoke, in his lite, 
any one word that he repented of, I should 
not have becn so unwilling to make a repetition 
of my other day’s message, as by order of the 
house I am obliged to do: for ia good faith, 
iny performance thereof was so weak, that I 
had good reason to desire it might be rather 
(for the manner and all the interest I had there- 
in) buried in oblivion, than received with a 
second repetition. And yet, cousidering the 
best sacrifice I can offer up to this noble com- 
pany, is my humility and obedience. [| will 
e unto myself, as Phocion was to Deinost- 
henes, a kind of chopping-knife, to cut off the 
superfluities of that declaration, which wearied 
all your lordships the other day.’—‘ I divided, 
according to my method indeed, but his maj.’s 
matter, the whole narrative into sjx several 
parts. 1. The-Antecedent. 2. The Occasion.. 
3. The Pattern. 4. The Call. 5. The Fonn. 
And, lastly, the Continuance of. this present 
assembly. One of these parts I let tall in the 
division, bué took it up again in the discourse 
and narration. My Antecedent comprehended 
the several efiects of his maj.’s gracious care over 
the kingdom, since the last recess, or departure, 
of this assembly: how the three petitions, pre- 
sented fram both houses by my lord’s grace of 
Canterbury, were really answered. 1. That 
the matter of trade and distmbution of manu- 
factures to several parts of the kingdom was 
canveniently established. 2. The uaportation 
of bullion and conservation of cain within the 
land was discussed, committed, and reterred. 
And, lastly, the exportation of irou ordnauce 
was firmly prohibited. Then I presented to 
the noble houses the proclamation of grace, 
wherein were reformed six or seven and thirty 
several matters complained of us public griev- 
ances; all of them without the least trucking 
or merchandizing with the people: a thing 
usual in former times; but, out of his maj.’s 
zeal of justice, and no other consideration in. 
the world, rooted out:and eternally abolished. 
And here-I crossed the seas and touched upon 
the reformation of Ireland, begun by a platform 
projected by the council of the one, aud polish- 
ed by the council of the other, and now to be 
pela by commissioners chosen out from 
oth the kingdoms. These I called the fruits 
of his maj.’3 vocation, and the antecedents ot 
this assembly.—The Occasion of this Assembly 
I fastened, partly upon some antecedents frum 
abroad, but principally, upon a Declaration at 
home, recorded and divulged far and near, by 
the representative commounalty of this kingdony 
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ther of my own invention: for this is no speech 
but only minutes of his maj.’s directions. I 
shall only add, 1st, my preface, contaiaing his 
miatj.’s indisposition rather than absence; for 
absent lis inaj. thought he could not be, as — 
long ag he was represented by such a son: @ 
son whom of [inay say, (as Pliny did of Caesen- 


I khow vour lordships have perused the same, | 
their noble manifesto of the 4th of June. (sce 
p. 1294.) This I made bold to annalize a little, 
and obs-ved, without altering phrase or word, 
four circunstancesin the same; to which I ap- 
plied tour answers, warranted, toa syllable, by 


his ma)j.’s directions; as, I hope, my lords here 
of the council will bear me witness. 1, His 
maj. wis encouraged to travel a little longer in 
his pious endeavours to procure a peace, by way 
of treaty: I declared, trom him, that all this 
was done; I wish I could have said as proti- 
tably as I could well say charitably. 2. His 
maj. was besought this treaty might not be 
over-much lingered and delayed. I shewed 
from the king, that no more it was; and pro- 
duced fur testimony, the speedy return of that 
noble lord employed in that service. 3. His 
maj. was petitioned, upon the non proficicucy 
of this treaty and his pious endeavours, to six- 
nity his pleasure in open part. I told them trom 
the king, that this petition was likewise granted ; 
and was the principal cause why both houses 
were now re-asseinbled. Lastly, his maj. is 
assured, upon this signification, &c. which I 
shewed them, that peaccable courses are not so 
effectual, the breaches being now grown so 
wide and desperate. And thus I stated the 
Occasion of this re-assembly.—In the 3d place, 
I touched upon an heroical act of his maj. 


which I called a Pattern for this assembly: and. 


that is the advancement of 40,0001. to keep to- 
gether the body of an army in the lower palati- 
nate; the which had otherwise heen dissolved 
betore this parl. could be assembled. I noted 
that, without this, their resolution had been 
lost; and so will all this be still without their 
further resolution.—In the 4th, I excused the 
Call of this assembly, which mizht seein to 
some men not to be so punctual; and shewed 
them, that, like war itself, so are the summons 
thereof accompanied with disorder and confa- 
son. For, in matters of this nature, as [noted 
out of a good author, ‘que legitimum,’ xc. 
Those parliaments which stand upon their pre- 
cise, &c.”—Sthly, I touched upon the Form of 
this assembly; which his maj.’s pleasure was 
should rather be by antient than modern pre- 
cedents, That all, &c. and all cunning and ina- 
licious diversions avoided, (for such things you 
well know there are in the world) they should, 
soundly, really, &c.—In the last place, I came 
unto the Continuance of this assembly, which 
his maj. limits, at this time, to some 7 or 8 
days before Christmas; but renews again on the 
8th of February next, to continue then for the 
enacting of Jaws and perivding of these refor- 
mations, as long as the necessity of the state 
shall require the same.—And_ now I have pre- 
sented your lordships the natural bird, as it 
came from the nest, without so much as a fea- 


* This paragraph and the next are left un- 
intelligible, in the Journals, perhaps on pur- 
pose: because they seem to point at some re- 
fiections, too strong to be recorded, 

Vou. 1. 


nius Purtus’s) 
rus, quam quo 
for many other respects, as because he is his 
sou: and then my double prayer, the ane to 
your lordships, which T now repeat again and 
make fur myself, for the time past, present, 
and to cone, to pardon the weakness and ine 
nunicrable imperfections of your most unwarthy 
speaker; the other unto God, for his Holy 
Spirit to be present and president 1a this ase 
sembly.” 


Be non minus ab alia cha- 
filius sit,’ as dear to bis maj. 


Ld. Dighy’s renort of the Message concernin 
gM port ¢ a & 


Spain, &e.] The Lord Dighy also made a short 
repeution of that part of his speech, which his 
lordsinp bad delivered at the same tine, viz.”— 


In the delivery of the message I had from the 


king, I presented these $ considerations; 1. his 
mit}.’s Proceedings and the Issue of them; 2, the 
State of the Business at this present Time; 3 
What Redress was fittest. 
ma}.’s proceedings frum the unfortunate over- 


[ begun with his 


throw at Prague. Upon the news whercof his 
maj. Instantly considered what was tu be done, 
and resulved thar the best was, to. keep the 
Princes of the Union in arms; and, to cons 
tinue their army, his maj. sent them 30,0001. 
by Albertus Morton, Then his maj. sent sir 
Edw. Villiers into Silesia, to fetch the Palsgrave’s 
submission unto the emyeror, upon such con= 
ditions as his majesty should think tit. Hig 
maj. then also sent me unto the archduke 
Albertus, to propose a Reconciliation; and sent 
to him the first, because he had the greatest 
stroke in the affairs of the empire, and greatest 
command over the Spanish army ; in regard the 
emperor had all his greatness, saving a few 
little provinces, by resignation from the said 
archdnuke. The archduke willingly assented 
unto a reconciliation, in favour of his nray. and, 
to that end, the archduke writ letters to the 
emperor and king of Spain. In the interim, 
the Princes of the Union grew to dishand; 
whereupon, the archduke, to show his willingness 
to a reconciliation, did procure Spinola to cease 
from arms. By those means the Palatinate 
was saved, which otherwise had been lost, and 
this cessation continued all the lifetime of the 
archduke.—Sir Edw. Villiers aod I returned 
into England about the same tune ; T bringing 
with me the cessation from war, and le the 
Palsgrave’s submission. And now the business 
was ready for a general treaty, which lus ina). 
at the first intended to have with the eiperor 
touching the reconciliation; and I was em- 
ployed in that errand, accompanied with letters 
of recommendation from the kings of France, 
Spain, Polaud, and Denmark.—The proposis 
tions which I was to make to the emperor 
were, That the Palsgrave should be restored to 
his lands aud bonuurs, in all points, as he ea- 
40 
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joyed then when he married his maj.’sdauvhter; | was the emperor’s mind also ; boca be J oh« 


the Palscrave submitting himself to the em- 
‘eror, Upon such conditions as the eanperor and 
a maj. shouid agree on. The emperor an- 
swered, [hat he was willing to gratify his maj.’s 
demands, for the great moderation which he 
found in bis maj. in the busine:s of Bohemia, 
so as the king would undertake for the Pals- 
grave’s submission. Bui the emperor referred 
the concluston of this business unto a diet.— 
Then I made a 2d proposinon, viz, That war 
might cease until matters were debsted by a 
diet. Unto which the emperor answered, That 
he did not take it to be war or hostility that 
he waged against the Palsgrave. Yet, in 
favour to his maj. hewould agree toa cessation.— 
After this the emperor hastening the Diet, the 
princes denied their appearance at the same, in 
regard they were under such concern as ta look 
to themselves,and stand upon their guard. 
- Whereupon I moved the emperor to send to 
every prince particularly, and acquaint him with 
his maj.’s propositions; which the emperor did 
accordingly: Upon answer from the princes, 
the emperor wrote his letter to his maj., in an- 
swer to the propositions, which [ received, think- 
ing all business had, in effect, been fully con- 
cluded on. In which letters there was contain- 
ed, That the emperor had written to the duke 
of Bavaria and the Infanta, tor a cessation from 
arms: and that himself bad granted a promise; 
either to procure count Manstield to lay down 
his arms, or else that his may. would declare 
count Mansfeld an enemy. Tn these letters, 
also, the emperor did write, That he would not 
take up arms again, until 3 months after he had 
riven notice to his maj. that he would renew 
the war—Then I shewed the reason why the 
einperor would not agree to any truce, without 
the duke of Bavaria: 1. 1n regard of the empe- 
rors agreement in the beginning of the troubles, 
neither to make peace nor war without the con- 
sent of the said duke; which happened because 
that upon the former truce made with the said 
duke, the soldiers that were in the Lower Pa- 
latinate, and wanted employment, came up in- 
to the Higher, and much infested the duke of 
Bavaris. 2. in recard the said duke had a creat 
part of Austria in pledye for his Satisfaction. 
3. because the emperor was barred out of all 
yassave but through Bavaria, Bethlem, Gabar, 
tae and Budianus.—T coming to count 
Mansfield to treat with him about laying down 
his arms, found plainly, That the duke of Ba- 
varia had, from the beeimning, affected to eet 
unto himself the Palatinate and the title of elec- 
bor, ‘The dake of Bavaria, in his letters to me, 
upon receipt of the empcror’s letter to him con- 
ecroing the truee, did discover this intention: 
for he wrote, That T should not need to labour 
for a trace, for the wars were at an eud; tn that 
he had agreed with count Mansfield, so that he 
doubted not but to keep both the Palatinates 
in peace, until the emperor and the Palscrave 
had avrecst. And here, I noted, That this an- 
swer was a Litter oraison.— The Infanta refused 
to have a peace, and acquainted me, that such 


| 
! 


served, That the emperor's answers to his maj.’s 
propositions had been deferred ; so now it was 
come, cither that his maj. should leave his 
children or else denounce war.—Touching the 
present state of the Palatinate, I shewed, That 
count Mansficld was come down into the lower 
part with 16,000 men, and sir Horace Vere had 
about 3000; all these having endured the hard- 
ships of war for near two years. And here I 
observed, ‘hat much was sayed by these faeans, 
nhich must have been spent m raising, arsing, 
and carrying over so many thousand soldiers 
into that place.—I said further, That the people 
of the Palatinate had lived free from oppressior 
and rapine under the Spanish army; and that 
therefore some speedy course was to be taken 
for sending of money thither, lest Mansheld’s 
soldiers, thro’ want, should be driven to fall to 
spoil those of the Palatinate, and breed a liking 
in them to the Spanish government. I noted 
further, ‘That count Mansfield’s army did not 
consist of men, which fought for their country, 
wives, or children, but for nuney ; which they 
must have speedily, or they are gone: and if 
the count, for want of pay, should take a dis- 
like, he might, for bonour, or other reward, fall 
off to the emperor, and then all were lost.—L 
also hricfly described unto them the present 
state of all Christendum ; the power of the em- 
peror, aud of the tive armies maintained by the 
king of Spain: that the forces of the princes ot 
the Union were disbanded ; and that. the Catho- 
lic League did continue to hold firm.—I observ- 
ed how bravely sir Horace Vere and capt. Bo- 
rough had behaved themselves of late in the 
Palatinate ; and that, by the wisdom and va- 
lour of sir Horace, Heidelbergh was kept from 
the enemy, being a place of sinall strength; 
Manheim, a very strong town; Frankendale, 
which had endured a month’s siege, and Wortns; 
which is the present state of the Palatnate.— 
Touching what redress was fittest, I coneluded, 
That it was proper to cherish and keep up that 
army which is already there, which must be with 
supplies of moncy ; and that more forces must 
be prepared avainst next spring, so as we might 
have there an army of our own, to the stremeth- 
ening the Palatinate, and encouragement of the 
Princes of the Union. This I recommended 
unto them, and wished that every one would 
shew his zeal and affection to his maj. thereim. 
Tie Lard Treasurer's Report of the Message 
relating to the Supply.| The Lord Treasurer 
(Crantield) next made his report of the mes- 
are, which he delivered to both houses, to this 
effect :— That his lordship declared unto 
them the present state of the exchequer, and 
smallness of his maj.’s revenues; and that tle 
two Subsidies, grantcd this parl. were spent 
about the Palatinate. That the business, pow 
in hand, required a great and a speedy Supply, 
wherein his maj. had taken some course out of 
his own; and his lordship doubted not but that 
the Commons would add thereunto, and per- 
form what they had so nobly promised in their 
Manitesto; the disposing whereof they uecd 


- 
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not to doubt of, but that his maj, intended the 
same to be wholly employed for the recovery 
ofthe Palatinate. Lastly, he wished that the 
Commons would sO handle this business, us to 
make his maj, in love with the parhaments.” 

These several reports being made, the Lords 
ete tu regulate committees on divers 

ills; which, with some other matters of lcss 
moment, concluded the business of that dav.— 
Nothing being doue in the several days folluw- 
ing, in ‘the house of lords, but hearing com- 
plaints and redressing matters of privileges, 
&c. it may be necessary to examine inte the 
Proceedinzs of the Commons at this juncture. 

Debates in the Commons on Pritile wes—the 
Supply—the Spanish Match, &c.) Nov, 21. 
When sir Edwin Sandys was missed, on the 
calling of the house, the Speaker delivered a 
letter, sent him from sir Edwin; whereby he 
sienified, that he received a di- ch: arge from the 
king of his contincment, bearing date Nov. 6th, 
and that he would have attended this house, 
but that he is very sick, and therefore desireth 
the house will be pleased to pardon his ab- 
sence. Whereupon the house was, at this 
time, content not to call on hin. 

— Nov. 22. Mr. Alford saith, that the king 
hath commanded by two proclamations, that 
none should meddle or talk of state business ; 
and yet hath again commanded, by the three 
lords, that we should not meddle but with the 
business of the Palatinate ; that this is a pre- 
cedent wherein we are warily to proceed ; for 
hereafter the king nay else say, we shall med- 
dle only with this or that business, and not 
with other things, and so we lose the Privilege 
of w tree parl, He would, that we should 
hasten to dispatch the business of the house; 

for hereafter, if we shalt touch on any thing 
for the good of the’ commonwealth, his may. 

may be incensed, and so di-solve the parl, In 
Hien. VIL.’s time one Terrill, a member of this 
house, was, for tclling the king of the business 
of this house, sent to the Tower, and by an 
act disabled, and all his posterity, for ever sit- 
ting or serving agam in this house. We are 
taxed to be cunni: ig and malicious, but he 
thinketh the king is misinfuemed of us; ; tor we 
are the same parliament men (and have the 
game hearts and affections to his nny.) that 
gave, without preecdent, a tree gift of two Sub- 
fidies, at the beginning of this parl. when the 
king said we were coo subjects, 

Mr. Secretary Calvert saith, that mr. Alford 
hath expressed more fear than he sceth cause 
for him to do; and that he hath laid an impu- 
tation on his ‘maj. saying, that siace the last 
recess the king bath tor nidden all men, by pro- 
clamation, to speak of state business ; ‘atid yet 
here his may, hath commanded us to speak and 
dcbate only of -the business of the Palatinate, 
which is state business; thereby tasing his 
maj. for “commanding contrary matters, as 
though his maj. meant to insnare and take ad- 
vantage of us. And he hath also, as it were, 
taxed his maj. by the fears which he propound- 
gd, as if, when we should have egeass to any 


thing, the king should take some causeless exe 
ception against the house, and suo break off 
this parl. 

Sir J). Dizges saith, that he hath served the 
king with as ‘taithiul a heart as a ny one that 
sitteth about the Chair: thatit lth ever been 
the misery of parharments, that ill offices have 
been done betwixt us and the king 5 aud it ig 
so likewise of this parl. Tt is well known, that 
sir Ed. Sandys hath suttcred ; which ir he knew 
it were tor p: arl. business, he must, if le died, 
say, that of right we aught net to be punished 
for what we speak here, other than by the 
house: but, since there is a day prefixed for 
the great business of the State and Rehgion, 
which lieth a bleeding, he de:ireth that there 
may be an end of such speeches as are used, 
aud that no exceptions or question may be 
made or taken of what any menber pf this 
house shall or hath said in the discharge of his 
conscience, 

Mr, Mallory desireth, that sir Ed. Sandys’s 
letter to mr. Speaker may be read again; tor, 
as he remembercth, it is therein me:tioned, 
that he had been confined, notw ithstunding he 
was a member of this houses and, for aught 
we know, it may be for par [atment business, 
He desireth also to know, tar what businessst - 
Ed, Sandys was questioned. 

Lord Clifford desireth, that, since sir Ed, 

Sandys doth not here complain of any thing 
a which he was confined, nor of his cunfine- 
ment, that we would retura to the business of 
the house or state. 

Sir Tho. Wentworth hath observed that this 
house hath ever used to debate with jealousy 
the Privileges of this house ; but we have ever 
done it with loss of our Privileges rather than 

gain. He saith, he thinketh sir Fdwin was 
questioned for matter of state; but howsoever 
he complaineth not here, and thercfure he 
would not have us to take up the othce of in- 
formers, and complain tor him.—Sir Ey Sandy’s 
letter was again read. 

Sir Rob. Crane thinketh this house will not 
meddle nor question any thing, if sir Edwin 
were confined for state business: but, because. 
there is a murmur abroad, that he was com- 
mitted for parhament business, he desireth it 
may be cleared, whether he were so committed, 
or no. 

Mr. Secretary Culvert saith, that, though he 
hath no commission, yet, since he perceiveth 
the whule business of the house sticketh at that 
knot, he will assure this house, that sir Ed. 
Sandys was not committed for any thing said 
or done in parl. But the house will scarce be- 
lieve mr, Secretary, but thinketh he equivo- 

cateth; and some say, they are not yet satis- 
ficd that sir Edwin was not committed tor par- 
liament business.—Sir Fra. Vane desireth, that 
inr, Seeretary’s protestauon may be entered in 
the clerk's book: which accurdingly was here 
entered. . 

Nov. 26. Sir D. Digaes saith, he speaketh 
with a great deal of difficulty, and ‘desiveth that 
he may not be misinterpreted nor imisre ported, | 


t 
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That, thungh he be but poor, he is neither am-| Sir Benj. Rudyard saith, that our religion ts 

bitious of honour, nor atraid to speak his con- | battered abroad and moulders here at home: 

science treely. He would have us now suew | that he thinketh, there is none that values his 

our alection to the king, so as the king may | soul at so low a rate, as that he will not give 

be encouraged to shew his love to his people. | and spend his life and goods tor the defence of 
He divideth his speech into 3 points. 1, Con- + it: that there is now a fair and thrifty way upen- 
cerning the state of the Business of the Pula-} ed to us for the defence of our religion, and 
tinate and what the king hath done therein, | the recovery of the right and inberitance of 
That the king (as hath been told us) presentiv, ; our king’s children. He desireth therefore, 
on the overthrow of Prague, sent Sv,O00L to | that this house will consider of a present sup- 
keep the Princess of the Union firm to the | ply of the army in the Palatinate, that that bu- 
Palsgrave: afterwards his maj. sent another | siness and the dangers which may come thereby 
Mics=age to cointort his children, ‘and that was | be not wound up on delays tll they break, 
by sir Fudw. Villars; whereby, and by the} and so our supply come too late. 

other carriage of his maj. in this business of the | Sir Mizes Fleetzood thinketh that this is the 
Palatinate, his may. hath shewed himself a con- | weightiest business that came into the honse 
stant prince, in totlowing still bis pious course | since he sat here: that our king’s daughter 
to cifect by treaty a peace; and, secing that | and her husband and children are deprived of 
cannot be eflected, the king sent of late | their nberitance, and he thinketh it hath been 
40,0001. to keep the army, that is in the Pala- | out of their too much confidence in princes, 
tinate under the command of count Manstield,! and in the arm of flesh, He saith, we are 
together. Now, though his maj. be not tied | bound to supply this war: 1st, for the glory of 


me ee 


to give an account of his actions to any but to} God: 2, for the honour of the king: 3, for 
God, yet it hath pleased him to descend from | the peace of our country. Tor the ist, that 
his royal prerogative therein so low, as to ac- | we cannot more glorify God, than in defending 
quaint his houses of parl, with his proceedings | his religion: that, since we have detended our 
in this business; thercby endeavouring to ena- | religion, this kingdom hath been a wirror of 
ble himseli’ to prepare for a war, to get that by | God’s mercy, an honour and helper to our 
force and the sword, which he cannot by | friends, and a terror to our enemies. 2ndly, 
trea: v.— For the 2nd part, concerning the State | for the honour of the king, that by this war we 
of Christendom, he saith, that Spain and Italy | shall maintain the title of the king, whois stiled 
are the stength and defence of the Roman re- | Defender of the Faith. He would not have us 
Jigion, and these islands the centre of the | neglect the king, who is so dear to God, by 
true religion: that Germany, France, the Low | neglecting his children, who are so dear to bun. 
guntrics, Poland, and some other parts of | 3rdly, for the peace of this kingdom, that, if 
hristeadom have some of the true religion, | one or two of the king of Spain’s five armies 
‘but most there are of the Roman religion. In { do come against the Palatinate, it may, with- 
short, the truth of itis, that Spain is the head | out our help, ruin them, and endanger us: 
of the Roman religion ; and our king isthe head | that we cannot better divert the projects of 
of the true religion: that our king seeketh by | our enemies (who labour to sow dissention be- 
pa to maintain our religion; the king of | tween the king and his people) than by giving 
pain by war to bring all in subjection to bis | the king content in this business, and to busy 
religion, and, as it is to be thought, ta his | them with some war abroad. Ue would have 
crown: tiat our king goeth to effect his peace- {| us provide fora present and future Supply, and 
able ends by a socret way, but Spain by amore ; that we advise with the Lords both for the 
open way, and discovereth Linself to his friends, | quantity of the Supply to be given for the war, 
None can blemish our king’s care in this mat- | and touching the manner and the governors 
ter of religion, to end ditferences by treaty | of it, oe 
without war, as his maj. hath shewed it'to all Sir Jimnes Perrott would have us consider 
the world at several times and places, as par- | first, for the maintenance of religion in ceneral ; 
ticularly in Poland not long since; and our j and then particularly, for that in the Palati- 
king also. reconciled the king of Sweden and | nate. ‘This kingdom hath heretofore van- 
Denmark, and ended the diftrences between | quished France, supported the Netherlands, 
the Low Countries and the king of Denmark; | supplanted Wales, affronted and assisted Spain, 
that there muy be in good people much fear, | and donc many other noble actions ;' and there- 
and yet it may not proceed out of want ture he holdeth it a great dishonour for our na- 


a 


affection.-—For the 3rd_ point, concerning what | tion to sit down, and not shew quyselves for 
is here at this time principally to be debated, { the defence and recovery of the Palatinate. 
that he thinketh, that of necessity we must cn- | But he would have us, in like manner consider 
ter into consideration of the Defence of the | what we are now: the country is poor, but 
Palatinate, and to maintain the kins’s intention | the kingdom is not; for all the hist part of the 
therein of a war, His may itis weil known, 
shewed his inclination to a peace, but now he 
18 driven to a war; in ehich we ure to resolve 
(as he thinkcth) first, not only how fo maintain 
those soldiers who are there, hut aiso to make 
a war of diversion; without which, be tbinketh, 
small good will be done: | Ze 


e 


wealth cf the kingdom is contained within the 
walls of this city: that here is 100,0001. per 
ann. speut in ‘Tobacco, which would maintain. 
a reasonable army almost a year. All the 
nohility and gentry of this kingdom come. 
and spend their estates hcre on toys, jews 
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els and clothes. The East India Company 
have 1,500,0001. in bank here: the usurers of 
this town have a million, at the least. He 
would have all the uobility and gentry of this 
town, who have no important business or em- 
ployment here, to be compelled by a law to go 
and live in the country; and, though many say 
their wives draw them hither, yet laws will rule 
their wives, though their husbands cannot: 
that there is too much excess of plate in gen- 
tlemen’s houses in the kingdom. He would 
have us consider, what will discharge the charge 
of a war; and, as we should provide for that, 
be would have us likewise look to ourselves at 
home, whether we want provision; ¢ Parva 
sunt arma foris, nisi sit consiliun domi” He 
thinketh a war of diversion is necessary. He 
would have us give as much for a present Sup- 
ply as shall be needful, and for the future war 
as much as every man is in the Subsidy book ; 
as, if he be 101. he should pay 10). fully. For 
his part he is very willing to give so much, and 
he doubteth not but that will discharge the 
war. Only he desircth, that we may have first 
safety at home ; that we be not here supplanted 
by thuse of a contrary religion whose hearts 
are at the king of Spain’s service; and they 
think they ought to be so, because he 1s the 
protector of their superstition and religion. 
Sir Edward Sackville saith, that the passing 
bell now tolleth for religion and the state of 
the Palatinate; it is not dead, but dying. He 
would have us consider of @ things: 1. What 
is fit to be done at thistime: 2. What is unfit 
to now be talked of. 1st, That we should re- 
member what we promised by our Declaration. 
He would have us bestow such a sum on the 
king, as will suttice for the present supply of the 
wants of those soldiers that are now in the Pa- 
latinate; and this is the business whichis fit 
to be discussed of and done at this time. 2ndly, 
.That it is unfit to speak or discourse of any 
thing else till this be etfected, | 
Sir Rob. Phillips saith, that the necessity of 
the affairs now in hand and his duty calleth hin 
up, and that he will speak with a loyal heart to 
the king and this state, and to the wants of the 
king’s children: that the propositions now on 
foot are, 1. For a present supply for the Pa- 
Jatinate: 2. To make a thorough war: the one 
is needful, the other necessary: that the states 
who are likely to -hinder us are the Catholic 
states; which consist of that great wheel Spain, 
and the little ones of Germany, both which 
now fight against us with a victorious sword, 
Those who are for us may be those of our re- 
ligion in the Low Countries, the Princes of the 
Union, the protestants of Francc, and some 
few in other places; which is but small assis- 
tance. He prayeth that our sins have not been 
the canse ee hath made the Princes of the 
Union fall from ug; but he hopeth, they will be 
re-united when they shall see us stir again. For 
the Low Countries, though their forgetful pride 
hath made them neglect us, yet their business 
against the Spaniard will put them in mind of 
their fault, and, he bopeth, make them be as 
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firm to us, as they are near neighbours to us; 
and he tlinketh tt needful and necessary, that 
they have dcpendancy of no state but onr’s. 
As tor France, the protestants there are locked 
up by 3 civil war, so as there is no hope af 
help thence. It is true, that the king bath car- 
ried the allairs of the Palatinate wiscly, and 
hath sought, out of his goodness and pious dis- 
position, by treaty to make peace: but he hath 
therein been uuturtunate, for, whilst we bave 
treated of peace, they have still cone on with 
the war. It hath been told us, that the king 
of Spain is our friend, but every ove knowceth, 
that he is the president of the council of that 
war which is made against the Palatinate; and, 
for aught appeareth, that war movech aot bat 
by the whecl of Spain, who payeth all the sol- 
diers there. As tor the duke of Bavaria, lie is 
but a petit prince. Ile would have us con- 
sider, first, the honour of this kingdom; tor he 
is jealous of it, because he heareth how we are 
slighted by foreign states: that he thinketh, God 
is anvry with us for not keeping the crown of 
Bohemia on the king’s childreu’s heads, and 
therefore he hath punished them and us with 
the loss of their own patrimony, to our shame, 
and their sorrow and dishonour., @ndly. For 
the Ability of this kingdom, that at this time 
our Trade is decayed, and the letters and re- 
medies administered by the lords of the coun- 
cil have wrought no good ettects at all; so as 
there is small hope to do any good in trade but 
by good laws. Sdly. Vor oursecurity at home, 
that all those papists, who sre here amongst us, 
howsoever they ve their hearts and affections 
are subject to the king of Spain: that they are 
grown insolent; they call us already the pro- 
testant faction, and they dispute of their re- 
ligion boldly, as if they had laws and liberty to 
defend the same publickly. He desireth, in 
this respect, that we may proceed with some 
course tor our safcty at home, that they, who 
are grown to such a head here, may not turn 
the wheel about, and so, when they have gotten 
us under, we mourn and repent our want ol cone 
sideration and providence. He would have 
us consider what we can do at this time, and 
what we have alrcady done. We have already 
given two Subsidies, and have not had any Dill 
passed. Ele would not have us, at this ume, to 
grant any Subsidy; but first to proceed with 
some hills to satisfy the country, and at our 
next nceting to grant Subsidies, which meetin: 

he would bave should be as soun as it shall 
please his maj. 

Sir Edw, Giles would have us make a tho- 
rouzh war, but so as qucen Eliz. did, to earich 
ourselves, as well as to defend our right and 
ourselves. He saith, there was a Jesuit lately 
taken in the West Country, and is now at 
Exeter, who said, that there were 500 more 
Jesuits here in England at this time; and _ his 
boy said, that he heard his master say, that he 
hoped shortly to see a new king in England, 
He would therefore have a course first taken 
to sccure the king, prince, and kingdoin in 
these dangerous tames, and conilucuce of 
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papists 5 and that afterwards we should con- 
sider how to aid and sive Supply tor the Pala- 
unate. He believeth, that we shall do no 
good by treaty, and w ould therefore have us 
treat with our swords in our hands. God 
hath hitherto dune much for us; but we must 
not look tor that help from him still, if we be 
sy careless of his church and the true relizion. 

Mr. Sec. Calvert would have us remember 
why the Princes of the Union disbanded, me 
Seti the king of Bohemia, which was ouly for 
want of a Supply; but, how or in what man- 
ner they did it, he wall not mention, 
the king resolve to enter now into a war, those 
prizces will be, as tt ts hoped, and uot unlikely, 
rennited, and the king of Denmark and other 
princes ia Germany “will also declare theim- 
pelves for the assistance of the Palatinate; for 
our king’s not declaring of himselt herctofore 
yn the war made these princes give over and 
forbear in that action: that the friendship 
ainongst princes 1s as their strength and inte- 
restis; and he would not have our king to 
trust to the king of Spain’s aifection. As for 
the delaving of a Supply anv longer, if we do 
it our supply will come too late. It is said, 
our king’s sword hath been too long sheathed ; 
but they, who shall speak to defer a supply, 
scek to keep it longer in the scabbard. 

Sir G. Moore saith, we have already made a 
Declaration, that our hearts are ready to 
assist tor the recovery of the Palatinate. He 
would now lave us think what we are to do: 
sf we do nothing, it will be a scandal to our 
religion, considering the desperate case of the 
Palatinate, nud those of our relivion in foreign 
puts ; and it will be suid, that the king is only 
‘rich in the prom‘scs of his subjects, but not in 
their perfonnance of even needful supplies. 
He would have us have also consideranon of 
the poverty of the country, which ts to perform 
what we shall give; and would have uy do it 
so, as that we lose not their altections, but 
soincthing he would have howsoever done for 
the supply of the Palatinate. 

Mr. Lho. Crewe desireth to be excused, if he 
dissent from a present given, We have ies ard 
with sorrow, that our kins” s good und peacctul 
intentions have hud no «ood success. There 
is cver more lost by treaty, than gotten by the 
eword. He would have us theretere take our 
swords in our hands: bot, if we consider our 
disabilities, our trade taken from us, and traf- 
tick decaved, we may think at a diticult mat- 
ter to proceed inawar. Te would have us 
consider, who maketh war against us, which is 
the Spar niard : and against him, as he con- 
ceiveth, we are to bend our forces: for it is he 
that viveth counsel and pay against us. ‘There 
is no halting between two rele tons, and there- 
fore he hketh not that the papists are so com- 
mon and bold in England. He desireth, that 
weamieht know agamst whom we shall fight ; : 
and then he would say, that, though we give 
not naw, we would cive at our next meeting, 

Nov. 27. Mr. Wylde saith, that it was a 
reat disadvantage to Posnpey, that- he stood 


But, if 


anlv on the defensive, and permitted his ene- 
my to offend and assail: that the Spaniard is 
he, who only hath counselled and aided with 
his purse those who have gained the Palatinate: 
that there is no trust to be reposed in the pro- 
tnise of the Spaniard: those who are of that 
religion have At penal ois for the breach of 
their faith, He would not have us defend 
only the limbs and branches, but to look to the 
trunk and bedy itself. He would not, that we 
desire to know only of the king the enemy 
against whom we should go to recover the Pa- 
latinate ; but would have us let the king know, 
whom we take and hold to be our eneiny, and 
tllen, as we shall see cause, to give a Supply ; 
but, in the mean time, to provide for our safety 
at home. 

Mr. T'reasurer saith, that his maj. would not 
willingly break with the Spaniard, ull he seeth, 
whether he (having made so many fair pro- 
mises) will yet avow or disavow the actions of 
the emperor. He would not, that we should, 
by our discord, add grief to the common and 
cencral affliction wherein those of the pro- 
testant relizion now are generally. He would 
have us constunt to gur promjse by our decla- 

ration, 

Mr. Neale acknowledgeth his disability to 
speak of the great business in hand, and will 
deliver only what he hath collected oat ‘of the 
syeeches of those whe have debated well here- 
of and 1st, of our doubt against whom we 
should make w ar, and who should be our ene- 
my: Qndly, from whoin, and in what manner 
aid should be given. For the first, he saith, 
xs the Trojan did, ¢ Timev daanos et dona te 
rentes ?” that the Spaniard hath ever won more 
by his pistolets than by his bullets: we know 
how the Spaniard hath gained by this means, 
and, being gained, no man dares question how 
he cor it: °eDolus an virtus quis in hoste re- 
quirit Por the 2nd, from whom and in what 
manner this aid shall be lev ied, none shall be 
more forward and Willing to give than himself. 
‘Those for whoin he serveth here desire nothing 
more than a plain war, and therein they will 
venture their lives and estates ; but those of 
the West Country ave so poor, as at his coming 
thenee the collectors of the last Subsidy : said, 
they knew not hew to levy the Subsidy behind. 
He: desireth, that therefore in giving, the house 
will be pleased to consider, from whoin the aid 
shall come, and that it may be levied from 
those who are wealthy, und not according to 
the ancient order, by the lands: that money Js 
bought beyond sea at a higher rate than the 
mint here will give for it; and that is the rea- 
son, why so much foreign coin brought im hi- 
ther is not kept here, as it would be otherwise: 
that the West Country is so oppressed and 
besgared with monopolies and new projects, 
as that they of that country are every year 
forced to be at the charze of coming hither to 
petiion against it. Te would have nid given, 
but that bills should be first prepared to pass. 

Mr, Pymme saith, that, if we should not now 
ceive, we frustrate the kings expectation) grounds 
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ed on our own Declaration, and we lose as- 
suredly the Palatinate and our reputation. On 
the other side, if we do nothing but give, we 
shall have the discontent of the people, and in- 
crease their fears of religion, and bring a dis- 
reputation to ourselves, having sat here so long 
and effected no bills, ‘This is a ground that, 

where an obligation is laid originally, it ought 
to be performed; but we ure to be excused, if 
by accident we are disabled to perform it. He 
saith, that the 1st part of the Proposition is to 
send a present supply for the army in the Pa- 
Jatinate ; and the 2nd part is to send an ariny 
of our own countrymen thither to augment that 
anny: that this war must be supplied by mo- 
hey, wherein we are too weak tur the king of 
Spain: that we are disabled of some right, 
which belongeth to subjects, to proceed in this 
war; for itis a rule, that, if the subjects of one 


king do spoil the subjects of another king of 


their goods, the subjects so wronged have a 
kind of interest to right themselves on the sub- 
jects of the other king. He saith, that we are 
unfit tu do any thing abroad, til we are more 
secure at home. He would have us labour tor 
a sessions before Christmas: but would not 
have us have only bills, por only give a Supply, 
but to do both together. He would have us 
trame av Oath of Association, to be ministered 
to, and taken by all our own nation and peo- 
ple; and that those, who should refuse the 
same, should not hold any oilice in the com- 
monwealth. | 

Sir Rich. Grostenor here out of his papers 
read the house a large lecture. 

Sir Jumes Perrott holdeth the question now 
to be an fit, and guid fit? He thmketh every 
one is resolved and obliged to give; but what 
shall be given he neither can nor will direct 
this house in: precedents may he created, 
where there is either urgens necessilas or evidens 
nielitus. There was an Oath of association in 
Elizabeth’s ame. We would have us be hum- 


ble suitors to his maj. fur the maintenance of 


our religion, that the laws may be exectited 
against Recusants: 2ndly, that there may bea 
supply made of ships and munition for our 
safety at home, and that by fis roval command 
every shire (according to the ability of it) may 
provide them with sufficient annour: Srdly, 
that the general Pardon may be larger; for, as 
it hath been used to be granted, none or little 
ood hath come by it to any body: 4thly, that 
his maj. will not punish those, who speak here 
freely their opinions and conscience; but that 
.we may punish them here ourselves, if any 
shall speak disloyally, or not with due respect 
and duty to bis majesty. 

. Sir Fd. Suckwile doth not think this king- 
dom su poor and beggarly as it is sald to be, 
neither would have us report it to be so; for 
he hopeth we have means to live, and do as 
much as our ancestors have done: it is the 
king of Spain that hath laid out his money to 
gain from us the Palatinate. Te would have 
us give some present Supply towards thc kecp- 
dug of that which is left us jn the Palatinate ; 


PARL. HISTORY, 19 JamesI. 162f.—Supp'y—the Spanish Match, &c. 


fisie 


and it will not be long before we discover: 
plainly, whether the king of Spain be our 
enemy or no; which if he be, then will the 
king without question, understanding of our 
affections and inclinations, proclaim a general 
war against him, and then shall we have our 
desires. 

Sir Vho, Wentworth would have us consider 
of the king and the people together and indi- 
visibly: that the first proposition tor the king 
is tor a present supply: 2ndly, for an aid aud 
supply tu send into the Palatinate more furces 
to recover it, if occasion be. The tirst propo- 
sition of the people i is their hninble desire, that 
we may have a sesstous before Christmas: the 
Qnd, that we nay notwithstanding meet agatha 
in Feb, as was ‘appointed : that there are 4 
degrees for our proceeding herein: 1, That we 
should now answer the kiug’s first proposigen, 
that we wul give a prescnt Supply: 2. To de 
sire that we meht have an end of the sessions 
betore Christmas: 8. To consider of the pros 
position of the Supply and the manner; where- 
in, he thinketh, we should do best to advise 
with the lords of the upper house by a conter- 
cnce: 4. That we declare our readiness to 
assist the king, if he shall declare an open war 
but that we should expect till the king himself 
shall declare publickly an open war, 

sir Ra, Wescon, chanc. of the excheq. think- 
eth, that there isa necessity that presseth us 
very near for to give a Supply: that the king 

ehath done his part to procure by treaty a peace, 
and be would have us now, since a peace may 
not be effected by-treaty, to do cur parts tora 
war: that itis the constauey and reputation of 
this house, that, when In a tine of peace we 
have engaged ourselves fora war, that we should: 
net delay and be backward in it, when we sce 
' there is nothing but war to be thought ov OF 
eliected., Our happiness hath been aur suisery ; 
long peace hath made us untit tor war. here 
are 3 things considerable in the proceedine for 
| war: 1. For a war ordiversion se herewith this 
kingdom hath been often sweetened; where ta 
he: 2. Por the scourmy up ofour old friends : 
Por the preserving of our own country: for 
he thaaketh ita preposterous course to seck ta 
enim other countrics, and pernut our own tu be 
' taken from us. 

Mr. Soffedor sath, that there are 2 parts to 
be spoken to: 1. Whether we shall now resolve 
to Eve 5 and vor this he will netso much doubt 
the atirction of Uhis house, as now to persuade 
or question it: 2. What the proportion shall 
he; > how far rorus to proce ed, and bow it shal 
be disposed. He desircth, tirst, that the former 
proposition be now put to the question, that 
we may not this day rise without (having 
heard so many good speeches of the fitness and 
necessity Of a present Supply) resolying on 
some conclusion or determination, 

Sir Ede. Cooke saith, that he hath herca 
book nade by an Engishman Hispaniolived ; 
which book scandals this state and also queen 
Ehzabeth, and Inghly recommendcth the king 
of Spain; with whuin, le saith, he will nog 
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meddle but se defendenda, This book is called 
“A Declaration of the Affiurs of Holland.” 
He saith, he will speak of 3 things: 1. He will 
shew that the laws against the Jesuits ure just 
and merciful: @. That God hath wonderfully 

rotected those of our religion: 3. That God 
fati particularly protected and blessed our 
kingdom. For the frst, that 2 Eliz. Pope Pius 
V.. offered to that famous queen, that the Eu- 
charist should be administered under both kinds 
and inany other greater matters, so as she 
would acknowledge him to be the head of the 
church: that the said queen never did make 
laws against the Jesuits, till she was thereto 
provoked by themselves and their conspiracies : 
that in 13 Eliz. she made laws only against 
Bulls, because there were Bulls sent hither to 
discharge her subjects of their allegiance: 
95 Eliz. she made the first laws against Papists ; 
26 Hliz. she made laws aguinst Jesuits and Se- 
minarics, because they practised to kill her: 
that in 1568, whilst our commissioners were in 
Spain treating of peace, there came hither the 
Grand Armada: that there was 30,0001. given 
to Lopuz, who read to the queen in philosophy, 
tu puison the queen whilst he did read to her: 
aud, a little beture this should have been, there 
was sent a book hither.called “ Andreas Philo- 
pater,” made, as it was thought, by the Jesuit 
parsons, to profess the people with an ill opi- 
nion of their prince, that so they might the ea- 
sier effect their conspiracies: that the Papists 
afterwards practised to poison the pommel of 
ber saddle, that so she, laying her hand on it, 
might be poisoned, Walsingham, a Monk, no- 
teth, fol, 5. that the first rot (or scab) that came 
ainongst our sheep was brought hither by one 
out of Spain; and every one knows, that Mor- 
bus Gallicus came first from Naples, which is 
one of the king of Spain’s domimons, Whereby 
we may sce, that there never came hither any 
thing trom Spain, that did not either damage 
us, or endeavour it: that he is sorry there 1s so 
common access to the Spanish amnbassadur’s 
house: that 15 men harboured within the walls 
of Trov did the Trojans more burt, than 10 
years sieve did: the papists, our eneinies, arc 

ere in our busum, sv as we are not in satety 
at home. He will not luok to what we have 
already given, nor think on the Subsidy to 
be paid in May, but would have us think ot 
something now to be done; but, betofe we du 
resolve to give any thing, he would have us go 
on with the business of the house. 

Sir Rob. Phillips saith, that those princes 
are most protected by God, who rely most on his 
protection: that we have received 3 great bless- 
ings of God in the king for us, and us for the 
king. 1. The preservation of lis maj. in Scot- 
land (from Goury’s Plot) for us: 2. Us for the 
king in 1588: and 3. The king and both houses 
of parl. from the Gunpowder Treason here in 
this place, that we may du him service; that 
Spaia hath ever and will still make the Romish 
religion the great wheel or engine to effect his 
ambitious ends. He prayeth God, that we may 
be warned by our politig blazing star, (the In- 


fanta) as we are by that natural blazing star, He 
would not now have us put it to the question, 
whether we will give a present Supply or no. If 
we give Subsidies now, they cannot possibly 
be levied to come so svon as the Supply is need: 
ful to be sent into the Palatinate. He wouhd 
have us appoint a committee to consider hereof, 
and to ripen it tur the house, that we may the 
better know, how money may be presently 
raised for a present Supply. — 

Mr. Alford saith, that, since the Powder 

reason, the papists say, there hath been no 
practice against our king ; and he wishcth, that 
now, on yur loose with Spain, those who are 
about the king should look that he be not en- 
dangered, He would have us look on England 
as well as the Palatinate, and proceed with the 
busmess of the house and the Supply both to- 
gether. 

Mr. Serjeant Astley saith, that he thinketh 
there may be a present Supply given, but he 
would have the businéss of the house go hand 
in hand with that of the Supply. He would 
have us give fur a present Supply one subsidy 
and two 15ths, 

Sir Jud. Cesar, master of the rolls, would not 
have it put to the question, whether we shall 
give or no. He thinketh the business will be 
best debated at a committee. 

Sir Won, Stroude thinketh, none but popish- 
hearted people will give with an ill heart to sup- 
ply the army in the Palatinate ; and would have 
a committee to consider of this business. 

Sir Nath. Rich would have it cleared, whether 
we are hound or no by our Declaration to give ; 
for he thnketh we are not thereby bound, and 
desireth to have it decided, because otherwise 
it may scem to take from the freeness of what- 
soever we shall now give. He would have his 
maj. know of our proceedings here in this busi- 

| ness beture we resulve on giving a Supply, and 
would have a committee appointed for that 
aL a He would have expressed some so- 
emn declaration of our sorrow tor the lament- 

| ible state of our religion, and that in this busik- 

| ness we should begin with God. He would 
have a League contirmed between us and the 

| Princes of the Union, by actof parl. according 
to ancient precedents; and then that we con- 
sider of our safety here at hume, and next of 
war abroad. 

Mr. J. Finch saith, that he taketh it, that we 
are now past all hope of peace; and then, a 
war being necessary, he thinketh we should de- 
bate and determine of what war; whether only 
of that in the Palatinate, or of a thorough 
war. He would have the Supply and bills go 
hand in hand. 

Sur Dud. Digges would have it put to the 
question, what we have donc here these two 
days ; but it cannot be answered, for. we have 
here only discoursed of our grief for the general 
attlicted estate of Religion and of the Palati- 

| nate, but have not vet ripened any thing for 
the question. He thinketh, we are not so 
strictly ied by our Declaration to. give a Sup- 
ply, as it is said abroad, and yet are we so 
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obliged, as we cannot well discharge it without 
giving some present Supply. ‘Phe question, he 
thinketh, isto be, whether we will give a pre- 
sent Supply for the preservation of the Palati- 
nate or no, He would have us also appoint a 
committee, to debate of what Supply we will 
give, and how soon we are to give it; but what 
we shall agrce to give, he would have given uc- 
cording tu the ancient parhamentary course, 

Sir Geo, Moore saith, thar, there being in 
queen Elizabeth’s time demanded ere an aid 
for the Low Countries, it was reterred to a 
committee tu cousider of, and it is a good thing | 
to follow good and ancient precedents in such 
weiehty causes and businesses, 

Mr. ‘Lowerson saith, that a Supply cannot 
be returned by bills of exchange into the Pala- 
tinate, if it were provided, in less time than 2 
months, whereof he desireth this house well to 
consider. 

Sir Guy Pales saith, that the country saith, 
that we have already given subsidies, but have 
brought them nothing. Ile would have us, 
first, to desire the Lords to go on with the bills 
that we have sent up into that house, and that 
we here proceed with others, and that the Par- 
don may be prepared; and then we will give 
cheerfully to a Supply. 

Sir Fra. Seymour desircth, that 2 committee 

may be. appointed to set down a course, how 
we should proceed in this business, for other- 
wise we shall but walk in a labyrinth ; and 
that a course be taken in the mean tunc, that 
bills may be made ready tor a sessions, 

Tt was then, Resolved, “ that a Committee 
of the whole house be appoited, to consider. 
1. Touching the state of Reliion, and for a 
Petition to his maj. for Execution of Laws 
against Jesuits, Papists, &c. 2. Of what fup- 
ply fit tor the ea for the Palatinate, when, 
and of the manner, 3. And for a Petition to 
his maj. tor passing Hills, and making an end 
of this session before Christmas.” 

Nov. 28: At a committee: the Speaker go- 
ing out of the chair, and sir Edw. Coke being 
put into it, 

Sir Ties Perrott saith, that, according to 
the order yesterday, we are first to debate of 
our Religion: that it is the practise of the pa- 
pists to educate their children altogether with 
recusants: that himself hada youth commend- 
ed to him by the will of his father, who was sto- 
len from him by papists, and in one mouth avas 
made a papist, and so continucth: that the pa- 
pists labour also by persuasion to seduce those 
-of our religion, and do it by their books ; as we 
have seen of late by the book shewed here by 
sir Edw. Coke. He would have all papists to 
be banished the town during the parl. and a 
punishinent to be inflicted on such as publish 
any books or send any youth to be educated 
beyond sea, or with papists. 

Sir R. Phillips would have a select sub-com- 
mittee appointed, for to set down some heads 
fora Petition to be by us preseuted to the 
king, to remedy these abuses, and wrong to 
those of our religion; and that the Patition 

OL. 1. 
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may not only be for the making of new laws, 
but for the execution also of the uli laws; and 
that such heads, as they should yather tis this 
purpose, should be atterward considered of at 
this grand committee. 

Mr. Fyne saith, that the king’s affections 
are ail good in him, but, through malice, the 
adverse party hath ma-le ill use of them, and 
tor lis may.’s and our disadvantage. God saw 
all things that be bad made, and said, it was 

wood ; and yet the devil, out of malice to that 
I good, did work the Deere of man’s salya- 
tion, Fie observeth 4 especial if ctions ip the 
king, which, though they ave all of them very 
goud i in fas nay. yet are they abused. 1. ‘Lhe 
mercy of the king, out of the abundance where 
of the king published in par. tliat micu’s cons 
sciences ought not to be terced, nor any man 
onght to suffer for religion; out of this have 
the papists wrought thei il ciel wid broughs 
divers dangers to this state. For remedy to 
this, be would have us, by petiuen, to let the 
king understand, that the exccution of laws 
wwamst papists, forces not their consciences, 
but prevents mischiets 5 and thercture he would 
have the papists used like iuadmen, and have 
all dangerous weapons taken trai them. The 
@nd al-crion is the too niuch Lenity of the 
king, which hath inade papists msult and grow 
too bold. tle would have us desire his maj. 
to make himself the object of bis leuity, and 
not the papists. Lhe Srd affection is the king’s 
too great h rOUTITY 3 whereby, when the hing hath 
fur reward of service bestowed the fortciture 
OF any papist’s estate on any of his maj.’s ser- 
vants, the papists have presently wot the same 
again at very Cary rates, Vhe 4th affection is 
his maj.’s friendship with other States; that 
other states, ont of a pretence ot friendship, 
have by importunity obtained many advantages | 
against our religign, and gotten tuo luree 
liberty tor the recusants here. He desireth, he 
nay not be mistaken and thought to tax the 
king tor these things; but he desireth only, 
that we should beseech his maj. not to admit 
papists to come so near hu to work on lus 
‘atfections: that we should intimate to the king, 
that none can vet ercater popularity now than 
tu be a friend and fvourer of the papists.— 
He would have it offered to the king, that the 
incompatibility of the popish religion, of all 
other things, works must tor the advantage of 
those princes who are of it, to cficet the ends 
of their ambition. He wold now have itma 
known to the king, that the pope bah blown 
over the fire of his Qomish religion into this 
kingdom, and that the popish party here are 
as tinder ready to take five: that it should be 
told the kmy, bow the papists flack to the 
Spanish ambassador's; whichis a thing in fo- 
rein parts not permuted, and whereof all are 
very jealous, even in kingdoms where all are of 
one and the same religion. Hle would have us 
beseech the king, that there may be a Com- 
mission from his maj. to some men Gvhercof he 
would have us desire that suine micht be of 
this house, and suiue of the upper house), te 
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see the laws here of Encland duly executed 
against papists. And he would have these 
things offe:ed to the king by some hon. mein- 
bers of this house. 

The house bemg resolved into a committce 
touching the business of a Supply tor the Pa- 
Jatinate; wherein ts to be considered of, wisat 
is to be given, when, and in what manuver, 

Sir Nath. Rich saith, that it is to be consi- 
dered by the committee, what or how much 
is fit to be given: and to know this, we are first 
to consider the state of the Palatinate, as it 
stands, And for this he would have us appoiut 
a sub-cominittee of this house, of such as know 
the state of the Palatinate, and have been in 
the wars, and know best the charge of a 
war. 
Sir Tho. German saith, we are now to consi- 
der ofa present Supply, to keep count Mans- 

field’s forccs and our’s in the Palatiiate toge- 
ther, and not to consider of the maintenance 
of a long war. 

Mr. Secretary saith, that the present Supply 
18 to be given to ourcountrymen under sir Flor. 
Vere and to count Mansfield’s army: and that 
which is now to be considered of is a present 
Bupply to keep the forces in the Palatinate 
torether, and not for a Supply ofa long war. 

Sir R. PAdlips saith, that the present Supply 
to be given js but to maintain the army there 
for 2 or 3 months, whilst the king doth labour 
by mediation and treaty to gct the Palatinate. 
He would have us give what we think tit to be 
given, ina parliamentary course ; and he think- 
@:h, one Subsidy wall be enough tor the present 
Supply, and therefore would have us now give 
soinch, as shall make up that part of the 
Subsidy which is yet unpaid one whole Sub- 
sidy. 

Sir FE. Warder saith, thatit appeareth by the 
books in his office, that the last subsidy was 
but threescore and eleven thousand pounds ; 
und a 15th is usually 29,000l.: that the nobi- 
lity’s Subsidy was included in the threcscore 
and cleven thousand pounds; but the Subsidy 
of the Clergy is a distinct thing, and did not 
this ycar ainount to above 70,0001. 

Sir Wm, Stroude would have but one Sub- 
sidy given; and he would have the papists to 
pay duly what by the law they have fortcited 
to his naj. and that they should also be taxed 
vo give more, than what their shares come to. 
He would have this subsidy levied only of the 
sprincipal genticman of the country and that the 

orer sort should not be taxed at all. 

Mr. Tho. Crewe would know, against whom 
we should give, that we might proportion our 
gift secundum majus & minus. He would have 
us take heed we give not a third Sabsidy, to be 
paid within one year; for there is no prece- 
dent of it: but yet he would-have a present 
Supply given, so as we might have some bills. 
He ltketh that we should give a subsidy now, 
but weuld not have it to be paid within the 

compass of that year wherein we have already 

riven two subsidics to be paid already; but 

the supply might be otherwise taken up, and 
e 


what we shall here give may be an assurance 
tur those who lay it out. 

Sir Edw, Coke would have all convicted pa- 
pists to pay double subsidies; tor they are 
more stranyers to our faith and the good of the 
commonwealth, than strangers who, by our 
‘aw, pay double subsidies: and he thinkcth, 
that this addition, if it be truly levied, will 
make the subsidy 100,0001.. 

Sir Henry Poole would have papists pay 
double subsidies; and he thmketh one subsidy 
to be enough tor this time; and hopcth, that 
it, being given with alacrity; will give good 
content to the king, and supply weil enougb 
the present occasion and necessity. 

Sir Geo. Moore saith, if we give not speed- 
ily, we diminish our affections to the good of 
the Palatinate ; but he would have a committee 
of such of this house, as are skilled in warlike 
attsirs, to set duwa a proporuon what we 
should give. . 

Mr. A/ford saith, that it belongeth only to 
the king to make war, and to us only to aid 
him init, and not to us to make a war. He 
liketh that one subsidy be given, but-would 
have expressed, in the preamble, the necessity 
and weighty occasions of our giving this third 
subsidy, tt coming within the compass of one 
vear, that it may not be drawn into a precedent 
tor the like hereatter. 

Sir Tho. Hobby would have the papists pay 
double subsidies, and would have power given 
to the justices of peace, as well as to the ses- 
sors, to assess the rccusants, and that they 
should pay at their mansion house, wheresoever 
they dwell; for otherwise they will shift away, 
and have no certain place of abode. For the 
recusants now-a-days pay nothing at all to 
taxcs or subsidies, nor are at the charge to find 
any armour or horse, as other subjects do; ex- 
cusing themselves that their lands are all in the 
kme’s hands by the statute whereby two parts 
of three of their land is given to the king. 

Sir Jolin Strangewayes saith, that he liketh 
that one Subsidy be given, and recusants to pay 
double; for they live here at alow rate of that 


| other men do; for they never undergo the 


pavment of any church taxes to the poor or 
others, nor the charge of being justices of 
peace, nor are ever made shen#s, and are also 
free from divers other charges and taxes. And 
be would that all recusants, either convicted 
or known recusants, who take the profits of 
ne lands, .should also pay double subsi- 
irs. | 

Sir Nath. Rich saith, that the king hath not 
desired any thing this part. of the house, wheres 
in the house hath not shewed their affections, 
and, by the manner of giving or granting tt, 
have excceded the matter of the gift; and he 
would’ not have one negative heard in any 
thing we grant to this king, and therefore de- 
sircth the question may. be put only for one 
subsidy.—It is, by question, agreed on by this 
committee, that one Subsidy shall be given tor 
@ present Supply of the Palatinate, and that 
pupists convicted should pay double subsidies, 
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and that this subsidy should be paid in Fe- 
bruary next. 

Sur Geo. Chaworth moveth, that the house 
will now take wor. Towerson at his word, and 
in liew of the 20 or 30 subsides, which he said 
the merchant adventurers would give, that that 
company should lay out this promised subsidy 
presently, and that the country should pay it 
in order. 

Mr. Sccretury says, necessitas est extrema 
lex: there is a great necessity of a present 
Supply: that the king hach already d.sbursed 
40,00UI. lately, for the Palatinate, and betore 
that so mucias doth amount to the arrearages 
of the subsidy to cotne, aud he is to pay it 
shortly; and, if this subsidy come not sooner 
than August, as is proposed, the king will not 
be avle to take up any more. 

Sir Hen. r'ouie would have the Subsidy paid 
in Feb. next. 

Sir Ta, Wentworth would not have us capi- 
talate with the king, not to give the subsidy 
on conditioh to have a sessions before Christ- 
mas; but would have us petition the kimeg for 
& sessiuns, without hope whercot he would not 
have given this Subsidy. 

On the Speaker’s going into the Chair, 

Sir Ade. Coke, reported, “ that the commit- 
tee had resolved that two Petitions shall be 
drawn: the 1st for the Advancement of Reli- 
gion ; the 2nd for a Sessions beture Christmas : 
that it had also resolved, to give one entire 
Subsidy, to be paid in Feb. next, tor the Supply 
of the Palatinate; and that all papists convicted 
shall pay (as strangers) double subsidies, and 
-also all who are known recusants, and that thev 
shall be assessed by the commissioners tor the 
subsidy, in the place of their mansion house, 
or where they have lauds; and, if they have 
no mansion house, then where they abide, and 
for all those lands or leases, whereof they, or 
any for them take profits.” 

Dec. 1. Sir Hen. Poole rose and said.—Mr. 
Speaker: If we shall suffer the council table 
to call in question such as sit here for parlia- 
mentary business, then farewell England ; that 
which mr. Secretary hath heretotore said in 
excuse of this matter, that sir Edwyn Sandys 
was not called in question for any thing he did 
or said in parl. satisfieth vot ine for these rea- 
sons: 1. Because that which was said or done 
was so done or said in private, whercas sir F. 
Sandy’s commitment is voiced throughout all 
England. 2. Because mr. Secretary is a party, 
anit therefore no fit person in this case. ‘There- 
tore I desire that some inembers of this house 
may be sent to sir EK. Sandys, to question him 
of the cause of his commitment. 

Mr. Spencer, That sir E. Sandys be sent to, 
to send us word, whether he were coinmitted 
for parliamentary matters in the house or not : 
for we are not only confined within these walls 
with our privileges, but in Westminster-hall. 

Mr. Mallory. We are intrusted fur our 
country. If we lose our privileges, we betray 
1t. If we give way to this, we lose our privi- 
Jeges ; and losing thein, we deserve to be - 
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ed. Let us not look upon ourselves only, but 
upon our posterities also. Those honourable 
persons that sit abuut the chair, know not whe- 
ther their posterity shall be privy councellors, 
or no. Neither are they sure that children 
shall not be so served. [ have heard it deli- 
vercd in former parliaments, That no member 
of this house, during the sessions, should be 
questioned, except it were for telony, murther, 
or treason. Therefure I desire, that sir ES. 
may be sent for; aud if he cannut come, that 
he be required tu set under bis hand, as he ig 
a venticman, for what he was questioned. 

Mr. Spencer said, our privileges are broken, 
which are and ought to be dearer to us thao 
our lives. Sir E. Sandys, a worthy member of 
this house hath been committed since the ad- 
journment. The specch of that honourable 
person (mr. Secretary Calvert) that spake 
toucning this matter, gave me no satisfaciion, 
For he said, it was not far any thing done of 
spoken in the house; yet at may be tor speak- 
ing of parkament business out of the house. 
I would gladiv know, whether we are not ag 
free to speak in Westminster-iall, as here: and 
whether we are a parl. in the forenoon, and 
not juthe afternoon. Then farewell privileges, 
and tarewell England ! 

Mr. Chancellot of the Dutchy suith, it is an 
easicr matter to raise an Inflammation, by the 
specious title of Privileges, than to allay it 
avam: that the apprehensions of the king, 
concern the commitment of sir E, Sandys 
were great; and king’s hearts are inscrutable ; 
that, since sir E. S. was innocent of what he 
was axamined for, be desireth, we will not any 
farther stir in the cause of his commitinent: it 
having been duly for some apprehensions ig 
his majesty. 

Sir Hen. Witherington.” Thave heard this 
business hath been questioned 3 umes beture 
my coming up. Better never questioned, 
than receive no satisfaction. They told me in 
the country, you are as like to speak as any 
man: take heed, you see what is become of sir 
E.S. You are brave tellows whilst you are 
together; but what becomes of you when you 
are parted? My council is, tq send for sir &, 
S.; and if he be sick, that he be required tg 
make his declaration of the cause of his ime 
prisonment. 

Sir Sunuel Sandes. Tf silence in time of 
necessity did not equally incur blame with too 
much loquacity, I should have kept silence ug 
this time; but sithence this time and this cause 
doth seem ta call me up in particular, [ crave 
your paticnce to speak what I know in this 
business. Samething hath been spoken by 
way of prevention of the king's justice. There 
is na man goes about to lay any imputation 
upon his maj.’s justice: but we know, princes 
judge not always by their eyes, but by their 
ears, In the 1st place, they have care of their 
own safety; and it hescems their wisdoms, 
upon jealousies, tq enter imto examination of 
such as they suspect. And in the 2nd place, 
though J am very near unto him, yet I know 
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not for what my brother was examincd, [know 
Hot one question that was asked him. We 
hive liberty and privilege, but not to deny 
hings to be jealous of theimseives, and upon 
snch jealousics to examine such as they suspect. 
Vhe state thoncht at to examine fim 3 and 
then it was fit he should be restrained, betore 
he was exammed, that so he might speak hip 
own thoughts. He wrote unto me this weck, 
that he was sick, and could not do that ser- 
vice tothis house which he desired. My hum- 
ble inotion is, that the bustness may rest till he 
be able to come up, and then he may utter 
his own thouchts, And thatin the mean tine, 
you would not suspect or be jealous of those 
proceedines which are just. . 

Sir George Moore. Yhat entry might be 
made in the book, that after we are once elect- 
ed, we chouid mainiain our privileges. 

Sie Lio. Bellasis. That if he be not able to 
come, to signify if he were committed ror par- 
hamentary mutters or mo, or-examined. 

But the house would not be satisfied. It 
was ordered notwithstanding, that sir Peter 
Hayman and mr. Mallory should yo to sir E. 
Sandys on Monday, to bring lin to the house 
it he were able, if not to require lim to send 
a declaration in wriung, Whether he were ex- 
amincd or committed for any parliament busi- 
ness or no? eae 

Dec. 3, Sir Edward Coke reported, that 
the comiittce of this house had met, and 
agreed on a Petition to be delivered to the 
kenge tos the matter of Religion and for u Se:- 
sions; aud repeated the effect of the petilios 
betore written. 

Sir Bede, Sackville would not have the point 
of this Petition, concerning the Marriace of 
our prince with no catholick priicess, &e, men- 
tioned in the said petitions for itis the privi- 
lege of princes to marry where they list: and, 
since we are so caretul of our own privileges, 
he would uot have us seek to limit our prince. 
He would not have this house do as Phaeton 
did, take in hand the rule of a chariot which 
appertains not lo us; dest it canse ns great a 
contusions bere, as the other is said an infiam- 
mation of the whole world. 

Sin Jones Pervott sath, that there are 3 
thinus which make us to mention that part qf 
the Petiuoa, conceching the prince’s marrying 
with one of one own relizion, 1. Former pre- 
cedents: 2. fimiminent peril: 3. Lis maj.’s pro- 
mise. Vhe precedents are many: ihe peril 
and inconvemences we sce daily in private fa- 
imilies, where man and wife are of contyary re- 
Jigions. He aldeveth a lamentable italic out 
of one mr. Acton and his wife, after they had 
lived 6 years tozether, they being of diticrent 
religions: that his may. promised us, he would 
not maich his son but tor the glory of God, his 
church and the realm. 


Sic Nira, Weston,’ chane. of the excheq. de- 


sireth to knuw, whether ever from this house 
there beean treaties of war, marriaze aud reii- 
gion, that did succeed well, or were pleasing lo 
the kings, tfc desireth therefore, thar we muy, 


> 


in these things, be strengthened with good pres 
cedents ; lest we, instead of a remedy, provoke 
his maj.’s displeasure, by deaimg with things 
of so hich a nature, without some warrant first 
received from his majesty. te 

Mr. Wenticorth sath, that, for the question, 
whether the thing that we meddle with be not 
altuin sapere; he saiih, thatin this business we 
meddle net, but with what is for the glory of 
God, and the king’s honour; and God hinsett 
doth allow us to petition to him tor any thing 
that mav be for his glory and church. He 
would have the Petition qualified: he would 
not have us press the king to let us know, what 
he intended to do concerning these things. We 
mention them in our Petition, but only to ex- 
press therein the causes of our fears, and the 
remedies ; leaving it to his princely considera- 
tion, without desiring to know his purpose 
therein, 

Sir Geo. Moore saith, it belongeth to us as 
parliament men to put the king im mind, what 
are the causes, as we conceive, thdt do or nay 
increase the danger of our religion; and, 
amonest other things, to say, that the hope of 


the Match causeth the insolencies of the pa- 


pists, to the danger and hazard of our religion : 

and so likewise for war, bat to teil our opt- 
ae een 

nions, and leave all to the king’s wisdom and 


‘consideration, 


Sir Rob. Phillins saith, that this our course 
being strengthened with reason and confirmed 
with his maj.’s invitation, be thinseth, that we 
need not to doubt of his maj.’s gracious ac- 
ceptance. He saith, that the king invited us, 
by a speech at Whitehall, to speak treely of the 
Grievances of the kinedom: that there was 
never a question of a prince of Fngland tg 
marry with one of a contrary religion; and 
thercture he doubteth not, but we may create a 
precedent of it, if we have not any: that the 
Mateh with Spain, with Piilip, and Mary, was 
dehated in parl. and she said, she world desist 
inat, if the Match were not tound convenient 
in parl.; and, if she had not blemished ber 
rien with stains in other things, there had re- 
mained a better memory of her than now there 
doth. He would bave.the Petition 20 oa, with- 
ont desiring an Answer trom his maj. but Icave 
it wholly to his princely consideration, 

Sir Hen. Kune desireth, that we should seek 
for precedents, whether that the marriages of 
princes have used to ke treated of here, Letore 
it be sent hither by the king, lest we grasp more 
than we can hold tast. 

Mr. Veucuge Finch, recorder of London, 
saith, he knoweth notiang in the Peunon, buat 
that we may petition of to the king; thouck, he 
contesseth, it contanreth the greatest: matters, 
that ever came within these wails. But we 
proceed humbly by Pention, on the consideu- 
tion of the king’s speeches, that he will never 
marry the prince but so as shall be tor the ad- 
vancement of this church and realin: that, 1 
the king should break of the match, on the 

etition of this whole kingdom, it wil satey 
all the world of a good reason s0 to do. «Aad, 
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since we have proceeded in this Pctition so 
far, he thinketh it were a deserting of our re- 
lion, as if we were careless, having taken it 
in hand, whether the prince did marry with 
one of our religion or no: that he thinketh, 
there is notbiag au the petition, but what may, 
with humbleness, very well be presented to hus 
majesty. 

Mr. Brooke saith, that we prescribe, by our 
Petition, nothing to the king; but, tor such 
and snca reasons, humbly desire, that he will 
be pleased to think of some match for the 
prince, with one of our relizion. ‘To make war 
or peace belongeth only to the prerogauve of 
the king: but we are invited to it by the specch 
we had delivered us by the command of the 
king, whereby we were told, that there was no 
hope of peace. On winch proposition and in- 
vitation, we humbly bescech, by Petition, the 
king to consider of the best course for a war: 
and therciore, siace these things originally 

roceed, not trom us, but the king, he would 
ae us procecd in it. 

Mr. Tie. Crewe saith, it is a wonder to see 
the spiritual madness of such, as will fall in 
Jove with the Romish harlot, now she is grown 
so old a hag. ‘Vhere is a statute TH. 8. that, 
ifa priest did lic with his own wile, it was le: 
lony; but, it he committed adultery with ano- 
ther, it was not held as auy great offence. It 
is an inhereut prerogative of the king to make 
peace, war, call parliaments, ec. and to match 
lis son, as well as any private father; but 
therein the subject hath an interest. Its oae 
thing to assume authority or imtcrest, and ano- 
ther “humbly to shew, by Petition, what may 
be prejudicial to the king and state: that in 
the time of Rich. 3. an ill king, there were 
made the best laws for the good of the subject: 
that, in Ehzabeth’s tune, the treaty of her mar- 
gruge was here mn this house, and ‘the Petition 
of this house to her conce rning it was by her 
lovingly accepted; becxuse it did beseech her 
fo marry without lmiutauion ; and so do we pe- 
tition to the king tor the prince, without limit- 
ing either time or person. There is a speech 
to parl. in print (sce p. 705), wherein that 
queen doth express to the parl., her intent to 
Hurry in a convenient tine. And we conclude 
nothin in our Petiuen, but leave all to the 
king’s pleusure. 

sir Bde. Coke saith, (melius est recurrere, 
quam male currere.” Ft ts true, that the fa- 
ther, even amongst private men, should bave 
power to marry his children. “he indisputable 
prerogatives at the king are, to make peyce, 
war, and marriages tor his children: but this 
ya Petition of remembrance or erace, Without 
desirime an Answer: that we have heard from 
the lords, that peace as‘deniéd the king, and 
that the voice of Bellona, not the turtle, 
be heard ; and that the king must eiher aban- 
don his children or engage dunt-ca in aowar, 
and that onastanding war. aud cists eround 
{coming froin the King) to unite astoas mach 
a> 1s Coutained in the Petiien, for the marnae 
vt the prince, that we, by his Petuun do en- 
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'deavorr to second our former Petinon against 
recusants, and set down in this Petition, that 
the hope of this match doth make the papists 
Medlent, and do humbly, by peution, without 
eEXpectauon GL AD UNswer, hy way of remedy, 
beseech his may. tor the cutuug off of their 
hopes, to marry the price to one ot his own 
religion, avd this without any farther limita- 
tion: aud this may serve as an unswer, when 
his may. shall be agai solicited for the match. 
That Edw. 3. did confer with the Cominons, 
for his amarriage; but tis contercnce moved 
trom the king himself: that 32 Edw. 3. the 
king having a war with a foreign prince, and 
growing weary with bearing lit armour, did 
treat tor a peace, and he ac quainted the Comn- 
mons with the treatv: and the Commons, by 
petition, did be- ecch him, that he would take 
his sword in jus hand; for a just war was bet- 
ter than a dishonourable peace. He sheweth 
a record of 4 Hen. 5, entitled, The safety of 
the Lords and the Commons,’ Where it is set 
down, Vhat it shail hold tor ever, that it shall 
be nee ful tor the Commons bliingelces to talk 
of the safety of the kingdom, and the crievances 
and remedies thereor': that the writ of sum- 
mons sheweth, that we are called hither fer 
the derence and state of the king and kingdom, 
and the reheion. We thinketh the Petiuon to 
be wood, and liketh it, in omnibus. 

Nir. oye saith, that, by the debate of this 
business, he is grown to some resulution, and 
yet he hath some doubt, He saith, that the 
growth and in- vlency of the papists duth he 
within our Cocuisances, and we may treat 
ofit. He dliketh the form and manner of the 
Petigon., His doubt is, and he desireth to be 
resolved, whether, if we petition for war against 
the king of Spain, we do not break the leazug 
with the Spaniard. Wie doth not conceive, 
that itis more lawtul for us, by the law of na- 
tions, to imvade any of the 'Spaniard’s territu- 
ries, because he hath aided the emperor; than 
for the “pamard, during our truce or Icague, 
to invade any of our territuries, because our | 
king hath aided the Paluiwate i avainst the em- 
peror. And be desircth herein first to be 
cleared of this doubt, 

Mr. Sodicidor saith, he will not enter inta 
dispute of so high a point, as the doubt pro- 
pounded by mr. Nove: only thas much he 

saith to it, that we do, in the Petition, but de- 
liver our opmion, and refer all to the king’s 
Judgine nt. He wisheth, that this doubt, being 
ofso hich a nature, may receive no ide ‘bate 
here; but that we shoul swe upour Petition 
as it is, referring all such live considerations to 
the kin_’s wisdom. And ae saith, if we are 
communded by God to petition to him for such 
things as we desire, he thinketh, we may boldly 
petition to the king, bis heuteuant. He would 
have to be maerted into the Petition expressly 
in words (to avoid all misinterpretations } that 
we do not seek to prejudice or blemish, in the 
least point, his ma}.’s royal prerogative, 

The Speaker rhe that this is net a Petition 
ag concyrug the matter of yebyten aud the 
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recusants, but only a mere remonstrance, and 
that itis a Petition for the sessions onl¥, 

Sir Tao, Wentworth would have the Pention 

o bvitseif, and the Remonstrance by itself. 

Sir Rob, Phillips saith, that, as it new is, the 
Remonstrance and the Petition are something 
gnvolved one in the other; and therctore he 
would have a committec to take it presently 
mto the committee chamber, to make them 
more distinct; and would have, at the end of 

‘xt, two or three words added, that we seek not 
to touch, in the least point, on the royal prero- 
gative, 

Mr. Glanvile would not have added, to the 
end of the Petition, any clause, that we do not, 
by this Petition, seek to prejudice the royal 
prerogative; lest we thereby lose something of 
eur own privileges, to treat im this manner of 
businesses of this nature, - 

Sir Dud. Digges desireth, that mr. Glanvile’s 
motion, ter the privileges of tis house, may 
not hinder the course and inclination of this 
house, to insert, in the end of the Petition, this 
clause, “ That we seck not to make, hereby, 
any brevch of the Prnvileges of the royal pre- 
yoontive.” 

Petition and Remonstrance of the Commons 
egainst Popery—the Spanish Match, Se.) A 
Comnuittee accordiuely retired mito the com- 
mittee chanrbee, to m-sert those words, to avoid 
all scruples and muisinterpretanions ; which be- 
ine done, itwas ordered, that the Remoustrance 
aud Petition aforesaid, with this Addition, and 
the Petition annexed, shall be thus presented 
to the king: F 

“To the King’s most Excellent Miyesty, 

© Nast gracions and dread Sovercign; We, 
your myy.’s most humble and loyia subjects, the 
rmebts, ciizens, and burgesses, now assembled 
in parliament who represent the Commons of 
your realm, full of heawy sorrow to be de- 
prived of the coniort of your roval presence, 
and the rather, tor that it proceeds trom the 
want of your health, witerein we all unfein- 
edly do suffer: au all bumble manner calling 
t0 mind vour gracious Answer to our former 
Petition concermnne Reliion, which (notwith- 
standing your maj.’s pious and princely inten- 
rious) hath not produced that good etlect. which 
the dangcr of these times do scem to us to re- 
quire; and finding, bow ill voer maj.’s good- 
ness hath been rcquited by princes of ditterent 
relivion, who (even in tinge of treaty) have 
taken opportunities to advance their own ends, 
tending to the subversion of religion, aud dis- 
advantive of your attars, and the estate of 
your children; by reason whercof your ill- 
witected suljects at home, the Popish Recu- 
sants, have taken too much encouragement, 
and are dangerously increased in their number 
and ain ther insolencics. We cannot choose 
but he sensible thereof, and therefore humbly 
represent what we conceive to be the Causes 
of so great and growing Mischiefs, and what 
may be the Remedies. | 
Causrs. 
#4, The vigilancy and ambition of the Pope 
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of Rome and his dearest son; the one aiming 
at as large a temporal monarchy, as the other 
at a spir.tual supremycy. - 2. The devilish po- 
sitivns and doctrines whereon popery is built 
aud taught with authority to their followers, 
for the advancement of their temporal ends. 
3. The distressed and miscrable cstate of the 
professors of our religion in foreign parts. 4. 
The disastrous accideats to your maj.’s child- 
ren abroad, exprexed with rejoicing, and even 
with contempt of their persons. 5. ‘Lhe strange 
Contederacy of the princes of the Popish Re- 
ligion, aiming mrainly at the advancement of 
theirs, and subverting of ours, and taking the 
advantages conducing to that end upon all uc- 
casions. 6. ‘The great and many armies raised 
aud maintained at the charge of the king of 
Spain, the chief of that league. 7. The eapect- 
ation of the Popish Recusants of the Match 
with Spain, and tceding themselves with great 
hopes of the consequences thereof. 8. The 
interposing uf foreign princes and their agents, 
in the behalf of Popish Recusants, for conni- 
vance and favour unto them. 9. Their open 
and usual resort to the houses, and, which is 
worse, to the chapels of foreign ambassadors, 
10. ‘Their more than usual concourse to the 
city, and their frequent conventicles and confe~ 
rences there. 11. The education of their 
children in many several seminaries and houses 
of their religion, in foreign parts, appropiated 
tothe Voelish fugitives. 12. The Grantsof their 


just Forteitures intended by your maj. as a re- 


ward of service to the grantees; but, beyond 
your maj.’s intention, transicrred or compounded 
tor, ut. such mean rates, as will amount to little 
less than a toleration, 13. ‘{he licenuous 
printing and dispersing of Popish and seditious 
hooks, even in the me of parl, 14. The swarms 
of Pricsts and Jesuits, the common incendiaries 
of all Christendom, dispersed in all parts of 
your kingdom. 
Tur Errects. 

“ And from these Causes, as bitter roots, we 
humbly offer to your maj. that we forsee and 
fear there will necessarily follow very dangerous 
Ltfects both to church and state. For, 1. The 
Popish Religion 1s incompatible with ours, in 
respect of their positions. @. It draweth with 
it an unavoidable dependency on foreign prin- 
ces. 3. Jt openeth tuo wide a gap for popula 
rity, to any who shall draw too great a party. 
4. ft hath restless spirit, and will strive by 
these gradations; if it once get but a conne 
vance, it will prees for a toleration; if that 


should be obtained, they must have an equality; 


from thence they will aspire to superiority, and 
will never rest ull they get a subversion of the 
true religion.” 
: Tre Remepres. 

‘¢ The Remedies against these growing evils, 
which, in all humility, we offer unto your most 
excellent maj. are these: 1, That seeing this 
inevitable necessity 1s fallen upon your ma). 
which no wisdom or providence of a peaceable 
and pious hing can avoid; your maj. would not 
omit this Just occasion, speedily and effectually 
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to take your sword in your hand. 2. That 
once undertaken upon so honourable and just 
grounds, your may. would resolve to pursue, and 
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in the end of Feb. next, which cannot well be 
etfected but by passing a bill in a parliamentary 
course beture Christmas; we most humbly be- 


more publickly avow, the aiding of those of our! seech your maj. (as our assured hope is) that 
religiun in foreign parts; which doubtiess would | you will then also vouchsafe to give lite, by 


re-unite the Princes and States of the Umon, | 


your roval assent to such bills, as befdre tha 


by these disasters disheartened and disbanded. ; time shall be prepared tor your maj.’s honour, 


3. ‘That your maj. would propose to yourself | 


to manage this war with the best advantage, by 
a diversion or otherwise, as in your deep judg- 


and the good of your people: And that such 
bitls may be also accompanied (as hath been 
aceustomed) with your maj.’s gracious Pardon 


meat shall be found fittest; and not to rest; which (proceeding trom your own meer grace) 


upon a war In these parts only, which will con- 
sume your treasure, and discourage your peuple. 
4. ‘That the bent of this war, and point uf your 
sword, may be against that prince, (whatsvever 
opinion ot potency he hath) whose armies and 
treasures have tirst diverted, and since main- 
tained the war in the Palatinate. 5. ‘That for 
securing of our peace at home, your maj. would 
be pleased to review the parts of our petition, 
formerly delivered unto your maj. and hereunto 
annexed; and to put in exccutiun, by the care 
of choice commissioners to be thercunto espe- 
cially appointed, the laws already and hereatter 
to be made fur preventing of dangers by Popish 
Recusants, and their wunted cvasions. 6, That 


to frustrate their hopes for u future ave, our. 


most noble prince may be umely and happily 
married to one of our ownreliion. 7. ‘that 
the children of the nobility and gentry of this 
kingdom, and of others ill-atfected and suspect- 
ed in their religion, now beyond the scas, may 
be forthwith called home by your incans, and 
at the charge of their parcuts or governors. 8. 
That the children of Popish Mecusants, or 
such whose wives are Popish Recusants, be 
brought up, during their minority, with pro- 
testant school-masters and teachers, who may 
sow, in their tender years, the seeds of true re- 
ligion. 9. That your maj. will be pleased 
speedily to revoke all former licences for such 
children and youth to travel beyond the seas, 
and not grant any such licence hereatter. 
10. That your maj.’s learned council may re- 
ceive commandment frora your highness, care- 
fully to look into former Grants of Recusants 
Lands, and to avoid them, if by luw they can; 
and that your maj. will stay your hand from 
passing any such Grants bereafter.—This is the 
sum and effect of our humble Declaration, 
which we (no ways intending to press upon 
your maj.’s undoubted and regal prerovative) 
do with the fulness of our duty and obedience, 
humbly submit to your most princely cousidera- 
tion the glory of God, whose cause it is; the 
ze: of our true Religion, in whichwe have been 
bern, and wherein, by God’s grace, we are re- 
solved to die; the safety of your Majcsty’s 
Royal Person, who is the very life of your 
people; the happiness of your children atid 
posterity; the honour and good of the Church 
aud State, dearer unto us than our own lives, 
baving kindled these atiections trulv devoted to 
your maj. Aud seeing out-of duty to vour 
maj. we have already resulved to give, at the 


may, Ly vonr highness’s direction, be drawn to 
that lautude and extent, as may best sort with 
your maj.’s bounty and goodness. And that 
not only felons and criminal offenders may take 
benefit thereof, but that your good subjects 
may receive ease thereby. And if it shall su 
stand with your good pleasure, ‘That it may ex- 
tend to the reliet of the old Debts and Duties 
to the Crown betore the first year of your maj.’s 
reizn; to the discharve of Alienations without 
Licence, and misusing of Liveries and Oustre 
le Maine, beture the first summons of this parl.; 
and of concealed Wardships, and not suing of 
Liveries, and Oustre Je Maine, before the 12th 
year of your maj.’s reign. Which gracious ta- 
vour would much comtort your good subjects, 
and ease them from vexation, with little loss 
or prejudice to your own protit.—And we, 
our daily and devout prayers to the Almighty, 
the great King of Kings, shall contend tor a 
blessing upon our endeavours, and tor your 
maj.’s long and happy reign over us, ard tor 
your children’s children atter you, for many 
and many generations.” 

We are toi that when this Remonstrance 
was perfected by the Commons the king had a 
copy of it betore the house had tine to send 
their messeugers with it. In waick some things 
so hichly displeased hina, that, as will be seen 
by the Proceedings of the Commons, he ia- 
stantly dispatched a Letter to the Speaker te 
forbid the se1ding of it. 

The Ring's Letter to the Sveaker.] Dec. 4. 
Mr. Sccretary Ca(vert delivered to mar. Speaker 
a Letter, even now received trom his maj. di- 
rected to mr. Speaker; wich mr. Speaker de- 
sired liberty first to read privately to himself; 
and was yielded unto. And then he reud it, 
publick!y, as tullows: 


“ To onr trusty and well-beloved sir Thos, 
Richardson, knt. Speaker of our Com- 
mons’ House of Parliament. 


“ Mr. Speaker; We have heard, by divers 
reports, to our great gricf, that the far distance 
of our person, at this time, from our high court 
of parl, caused by our want of health, hath 
emboldened some ficry and popular spirits in 

(our house of commons, to debate and argue 
publickly on matters far beyond their reach or 
capacity; and so tending to our high dishe- 

four, and to the trenching upon our preroga- 

‘tive royal. You shall therefore acquaint that 

‘house with our pleasure, that none therein 


end of this session, one entire subsidy, for the | shall presume to meddle with any thing con- 
present relief uf the Palatinate only, to be paid | cerning our govcroment or mysteries of state, 


x 
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namely, not to speak of our dearest son’s match 
with the daughter of Spain, nor toe touch the 
honour of that hing, or any other our friends 
or confederates: and also not to meddle with 
any men’s particulars, which have their due 
Invtion Mn any of our ordinary courts of justice, 
And, whereas we hear, that they have sent a 
“message to sir Edwin Sandys, to know the reas 
son of his late restraint, you shall j In Our name 
resolve them, that it was not for anv misde- 
meanour of Is in parl. But, to pat them out 
of doubt of any question of that nature, that 
may arise among them hereafter, you shall re- 
solve them, in our nane, that we think ourself 
very free and able to punish any man’s misde- 
meanours in parl. as well during their sitting, 
us aiter; which we mcun not to spare here- 
after, upon any occasion of any man’s insolent 
behaviour there, that shall be winistred unto 
us. 
these points, which we have forbidden, in any 
petition of their's, which is to he sent unto us, 
it 1s our pleasure, that vou shall tell them, 
that, except they reform it, before it comes to 
our hands, we will not dcign the hearing or an- 
swering of it. And, whereas we hear that they 
are dcsiruus, that we should make this a ses- 
sesion of part. before Christmas, von may tell 
ee it shall be in their default, if they want 

: for, if they will make re: dy. between this 
sal thet time some such laws as shall be really 
good for the commonwealth, we will very wil- 
lingly give our roval assent unto them. And 
s0 it shall thereby appear, that, af good laws 
be not made, at this tine, for the weal of the 
al the blame shall only, aud most justly, 

lc upyn such turbulent spirits, as shall preter 

their particular cnds to the weal of this king- 
doin and commonwealth. And so we bid you 
farewell. Given at our court at Newmarket, 
the 3d day of December, 1621.°—The Letter 
beins read, 

Sir Rab, Philips saith, that this house hath | 
had propositions and debate of great matters, 
but none of so great consequence as this, occa- 
sioned by this lis muao.’s Letter. He “oral 
the king knew our hearts; for the duty of al, | 
or the best part of his mat.’s subjects, ts now 
in question. Ile moveth, that we should send 
to stay the messengers appointed to go with 
the Petition to the king; and that now we 
would rise, and consider, ull to-morrew, what 
to do in this great Musics, so nearly concern 
jug us and our privileces. 

Tt was accordingly ordered, “ That two! 
Messengers be sent “by post, to recall those 
that have been sent.” 

Mr. Solicitor Glanrile saith, he doubteth ! 
not, but, if we procecd by Petition, in an 
homble manser, to the kro. that bis nal. will | 
hear us graciously: that te believeth, it is the 
labour of our adversaries to make a breach | 
and inisunderstrndiny between the king and, 
us; and therefore praveth, that, for God's | 
cause, and us we tender our duties to the king 
and commonwealth, we will not rise presc ntly | 
va a discontent, which wil but rejoice our ad» 
yersurics. 


ee ere, 
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And, if they have already touched ay 
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Mr. Alford sath, that he hath ever respected 
the king as the he td, and the commonwealth as 
the body: - that In Mhzabeth's ume, in the 
matter of the Union, the parl. did rise and con- 
sider ofit, betore anv man would debate thereof, 
it being a matter of a high nature and conse- 
quence. And so he would have us do in this 
business; rise now, and cousider of it till to- 
morrow, that we may be the better able then to 
speak and debate of it. He desireth also, that 
the king’s Letter may be here now read azain; 
and that every one that will may have a copy 
of it, the better to consider till tu-morrow what 
to say to it. 

Sir Wm. Stronde saith, he thinketh that our 
thoughts being now disturbed by this message 
trom his maj. we are not tit or able to debate 
of any thing, till we have considered of it and 
digested its. and thereture would have us now 
rise, and not so suddenly debate of this busi- 
ness, It being of the greatest consequence for 
our privilese s, that ever came hither. 

Sir Dud. Dig ges would have us vo forward 
with that constancy, which hitherto we have 
always procecded withal, i in that great business 
of the Petition. He would that we should now 
rise but not as in discontent, but rather resort 
to our prayers, and then to consider of this 
great business. 

Dec. 5. Mr. Delbriige rose up aiid said, 
that the trade in the West Country was much 
decayed herctotore by the great number of 
Impositions ; and now, of late, they are almost 
all undone by pirates. But now he would have 
us lay Aside all respects of trade, considering 
the miserable State of Religion, the lamentable 
estate of the king’s children, whom every man 
loveth for the stock’s sale, from whence they 
come. As for the privileges of this house, 
touching the Petition we prepared for the king, 
he had as willinely hang under the vallows, as 
try overa fazsot. And theretore, the State of 
our Religion ~tandine as it doth, he would have 
ns ¢o to th fé king again and again with our Pe 
tition, as we do to God, and no doubt but his 
Inn}. ill hear us at lenath. 

Sir Rob. Phillips saith, that now is the time 
tojustity the affection of the people to the king, 
and to detend the rrivileves ofthis house, which 
our ancestors have deuvercd us, and which we 
ought to preserve for our posterity: that Ins 
ground and anchor-hold is. the king's word for 
our liberty of speech, delivered here in writang 
by mr. Secretary: that his life and fortunes 
shall ever beat the kine’s feet and command ; 
but, since we bave broken our privileges i? 
vielding our obedience to bis may.’s pleasure, 
in many businesses here handled, because his 
may. interposed (as in that of Ireland) and only 
ont of a tender respect not to distaste his maj. 
he saith, he knoweth not what hath caused Uns 
soul-killing letter from the king: he calleth at 


' so in respect of the earnest desire of our souls 


in that Petition. He saith that the ground of 
our Petition was from the Lords’ speeches to 
us saving, that the caces of Janus (having been 
long shut) must now be opencd, and war must 


. 


1325] 


be. Hereupon we presently took into our consi- 
deration the causes, the dangers, and the re- 
medies of uur present estate; and, if we have 
touched on any prince, further than the king 
would have us, he thinketh, the fulness of our 
humility and loyalty should cover abundance of 
faults, He would, first, have us now endeavour 
to stand upright in his mij.’s favour and grace: 
2ndly, justity, with humility, our procecdings 
here: Srdly, detend the privileges, which were 
never so much struck atas now. And he de- 
sireth, that there may be a comiittee appoint- 
ed to consider, what, on the like message from 
former kings, the house hath done: and to 
consider, what we may do to set us night in the 
king’s favour, and to proceed without breach 
of our privileges and liberties, without which 
defence we are unworthy of our lives, and to 
look those in the face who sent us hither. 

Sir Tho. Wentworth would have the Speaker 
£0 out of the chair, that we might debate this 
business at a committee. 

Sir Francis Seymour saith, if we do now, out 
of fear, forego our privileges, we are unworthy 
of our libertics: that we could not expect bet- 
ter, when as, by the malice of the members of 
our own house, the king is misinformed; for 
we have been here threatened, by our own 
members, to be complained of, for speaking 
of our consciences freely. He liketh that we 
Should sit as a committee of the whole house, for 
the debate of this business; but, because we 
may know who it is amongst us, that hath 
misinformed the king, he would, that every 
member of this House should make here a pro- 
testation, that he is clear from using any un- 
derhand dealing between this house and the 
king: that we should petition the king, either 
to hear our Petition, or else to cive us leave 
to vo home, or sit here and say nothing. 

Sir G. Moore saith, that we now stand he- 
tween the indignation of our king, and the pri- 
vileges of our house, which are the spirit of the 
blood of the liberties of the commonweal. 
Whereas the king isimisinformed, that we have 
meddled with things above our reach and ca- 
pacity, we have nut done otherwise than the Sa- 
maratine woman, who, out of her faith, did but 
touch the hem of Christ’s garment ; for which 
Christ did not blame her, but said, that her 
faith had saved her. And he hopeth, when 
the king shali be rightly informed, he will, see- 
Ing our hamulity, love, and care of Ins honour, 
encourage us to proceed. He would have us 
make another Petition to be annexed to that 
which we had prepared, and present them both 
to his maj.; and, for the preparing of this, that 
we should appoint a committee. 

Mr. Hackwill saith, if zood kingloms were 
mortal, as are good kings, it might be thought a 
Vanity to stand so curiously in the defence of 
our privileges. He hath known three the like 
storms in this house: the first in 5 Eliz. when 
this house did press her to know her successor, 
which she would by no means declare or have 
spoken of; yet, on a Petition from this house, 
aut mia}. did give us leave to treat of it; 2. that 

OL. I, 
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in the same parl. there wasa Petition prepared 
as now, to besecch her to marry; and, though 
she was much offended at it, yet, by our tems 
perance in that petition, and on a 2ud petition, 
she did give us leave to treat and debate of 
her marriage here: 3. that the king heretofore, 
though at rst he sent a sharp messige to this 
house, when it did begin to debate of tmpo- 
sitions, yet, on better information, he did 
give us leave to debate thercof. Le would 
have us send a preparauve Petition to the king, 
shewing, that we did notintend, by the turmer 
petition, which we had prepared, to touch on 
his roval prerogative ; and that, when we have 
thus made our way to his maj. we may deliver 
our former petition, together with such a one 
as we shall make to prepare his maj. to ree 
ceive it. 

Mr. Alford saith, that we are now by the 
king's letter restrained of our liberty of speech. 
He would have us now, in this extremity, to 
proceed as we have done in former parliaments 
in the like cases; and to that end view, ata 
committee, all our proceedings in the business 
of our petition; and endeavour thereby to sa- 
tisfy his maj. that we have done nothing tend- 
to the breach of his prerogative, as his maj. 
hath been informed.—It was then ordered, 
that the Speaker shall go out of the chair, that 
the house may debate as ata committee. 

Su Edw. Coke saith,-that the papists have 
no cause to rejoice at this our great griet; for 
in the king's letter there is no mention of any 
thing for them, or in their behalf. He think- 
eth, that we have done nothing but in the duty 
of the most dutiful subjects. He marvelleth, 
that any amongst us should dislike our pro 
ceedings in the Petition, since, when it passed 
in this house, there wads not one negative. He 
wisheth, that those who disliked would have 
said No: that we had not treated of war but 
by intimation from the lords: that we are pro= 
hibited by the king’s letter, to treat of any 
thing concerning the government of the state, 
or of any thing that hath its motion in any 
court of justice: that the king was once before 
incensed against this house upon @ inisinfor~ 
mation; but being told (though not from us) 
how be was misinformed, he did, of his own 
gracious goodness, send to this house to pro- 
ceed in that business: but hereupon the house 
did, notwithstanding, proceed to justity their 
actions, and to claim their privileges. He 
would have us now seek out precedents and 
proceed accordingly. 

Mr. Pymme saith, that the words of ‘ fiery, 
popular, and turbulent,’ are laid by his maj. on 
the whole house; for, since we have not pus 
nished or questioned any such, but (us the letter 
saith) been led bv their propositions, it is the 
act of the whole house. He desireth, a Veti- 
tian may be from us to the king, to know, 
who his maj. hath been intormed, those fiery 
turbulent spirits are; that we may justify our- 
selves, and clear the house of the taint of those 
words. 

Sir Dud, Digges moveth, that, since we 

4Q 
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have gone farther, in the business of War and 
the Prince’s Match, than hath been revealed 
unto us, that we may pow go to the king, and 
shew so much by a Petition to his inajesty. 
Mr. Tho. Creee would have every one of us 
to examine our hearts, and to consider, whe- 
ther there be uny thing in our Petition that is 
not tit to be presented to the king; and, if we 
find, that we have not touched therein on the 
prerogative, or on any thing unit for us to 
present to the king, that then we would present 
the same (having nrst prepared way by ano- 
ther humbie Petition) to the king. But, if any 
one pnd, that there 1s any thing in the Petition 
that doth dishonour the king of Spain, or touch- 
eth aflirmatively or negatively on any part- 
cular, he wisheth he would deliver his opinion 
to the house, and not conceal his dislike of the 
same: that, tor himself, he hath said nothing, 
neither findeth any thing in that Petition, 
wherein he hath intended or anned at any 
other end, than the safety of our religion, the 
king and kingdom: thatthe kmy said, be would 
not be ruled by will, where he could not be 
convinced by reason, in any thing concerning 
the treaty. Ife saith, that m 21 Ed. TT. that 
great king, on the petition of the parl. (see 
p. 113,) did hear their eve and esse them 
of a great Imposition, laid in a time of neces- 
sityon the subject. He desircth to be advised, 
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strenethen the same, and this is to be done by 
asclect committee. He would have us for- 
bear to mention, in our Peuuuon, that point. 
concerning the Prince’s Marriage; because 
the king, in his letter, saith, that, of that point 
be in our Petition, he will not deign to read 
it: that, fur that point of the king's Ictter, 
wherein he saith, that he will pumish such as 
speak in parl. if they mishehave themselves, 
he would have the committee to consider uf 
some precedents, to shew our privilege in 
this pafticular, and that we should fairly and 
humbly by Petition shew our liberty therein: 
that he wonld not have the bills and business 
in the house, for the good of the kingdom, stay 
or be delayed till we have the king’s Answer, 
in these particulars, to our Petition. 

Sir Rob. Phillips saith, it becometh the duty 
of us to the king to proceed with due respect 
and cate of his honour; and also it becometh 
the dutv and honesty of every onc of this house 
to stand on the defence of our privileges. I¢ 
is now a question, ~whether we shall proceed 
by justification or excuse: that, if we proceed 
by excuse, it presupposeth an error; which 
he saith, he shall not readily confess. He 
would not have us proceed so, as to wound 
our proceedings with too much levity and rash- 
ness, Since there was never so much dis- 
temper in the members of this house, he would 


whether our Petition be not, for manner and [ not have us meddle with any thing, till we bad 


matter, such as we muy present to his maj. ; 
and, itit be, he would: theu bave us be con- 


| 


determined this great business. He thinketh 
it best to proceed herein by a select coim- 


stant to ourselves, dutitul to the king, and | mittee. 


careful of our liberties and privileges: and by 
another petition to go to prepare the king tor 
the hearme of the former petition, 

Mr. Wentworth would have us labour to sa- 
tisty the king; and therein, first, to set down, 
that we were induced to treat of the busiuess 
of War by that which we heard from the Lords, 
and in this to think against whom the war 
should be, and how to cut off the sinews of the 
War acainst uss which we thought could not 
be, if we were allied by marriave to hin, who 
maintauineth the war against us: secondly, by 
what reason of necessity we were led to treat 
of and petition in those busmesses : thirdly, to 
sock forth some precedents, to see whether we 
have cone beyond our reach or no. 

Mr. See. Calvert stuth, that he believeth, 
that no man will now speak against any part 
of our Petition, it being the act and work of all 
ofus.. He thinketh, we are now to give satis- 
faction to the king, avhich ts the thing now in 
question, and whether to: proceed therein by 
excuse or justiti¢ation. Ife thinketh justifi- 
cation is not the way, and wonld have us go to 
the king by way of excuse, and to shew the 
grounds of our proceedings, and how that we 
were therein deceived: for the king doth di:- 
like the body of our Petition, and theretore 
Co offer it again will but incense his maj. the 
more. 

sir Tho, Wentworth would have us shew the 
reacon and grounds of our proceedinys, and 
that prowcdents may be sought forth, to 


| 


Sir Francis Ashley would have us consider, 
1st how to proceed, that we may set ourselves 
tight again in the king’s opinion; and, the 
kine being misinformed of us, he would have 
us rightly inform his maj. by Petition: Qndly, 
whether we shall justify our actions or no: he 
would not have us excuse or qualify what we 
have done, but to tell his maj. that, if any 
here do offend against his maj. we are so cure- 
ful of his honour, as we will punish it: that 
the papists are so insolent, that they say, they 
do not only hope for a toleration, but do hope 
also to bring their ends tu such a pass, as we 
shall be glad to sue for toleration: that rea 
sons and precedents may be the ground of 
what we shall say to the king: Srdly, for the 
detence of our Privileges, he would have us 
alledye our precedents and inform the king, 
that none hath here touched on any thing, which 
may tend in the least manner to the disho- 
nour of the kine, but we have presently punished 
them, before they have yone out of the house ; 
and to desire, that, if any member offend here, 
we may according to the ancient course of 
sar]. punish them ourselves. . 

Mr. Alford would bave us, 1. Endeavour to 
stand right in the kine’s opinion and favour: 
2. For the Maintenance of our Liberty, and 
Privileges of park. : 5. He liketh well, that we 
should consider of the annexing of the Penton 
to that which we have already prepared. He 
would have 3 committees severally to consider 
of these 3 points; aud that we should not pro- 
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ceed with any hills, lest, in the debate thereof, 


fiss4 


{ beseech vonr maj. that you would not heres 
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we go too far in speaking of our consciences | alter give eredit to private reports, against all 


frecly. 

Sur Geo. Moore would have us, in our Pcti- 
tion, leave out nothing, but shew both all our 
petition which we have prepared, and also the 
causes and grounds of our proceedings therein. 

A Select Committee was then appointed by 
the Grand Committce, to prepare a Declara- 
tion, to be sent to the king, of the manner of 
the proceedings of the house, in the Petition 
Intely intended to be sent to his maj. and also 
concerning the Privileges of the house, and all 
things incident thereto. This committee to sit 


have a voice.—A sub-committee of 12 was ap- 
‘pointed by this Select Committee, to reduce 
into writing and form the Declaration, which 
was appointed this morning to be considered 
of by the Select Committee. This Sub-Com- 
muttce was to meet in the Court of Wards, and 
tu have the kiny’s Letter, and the prepared 
petition, for their better assistance, 

Apologetic Petition of the Commors to the 
King.] Dec. 6. The following Petition and 
Declaration, drawn up by the Sub-Cummittec 
of Twelve,® was read, as follows; 

“ Most dread and gracious Sovereien ;— 
We your most humble and loyal subjects, the 
knights, citizens and burgesses, assembled in 
the commons house of parl, full of grief and 
unspeakable sorrow, through the true sense of 
your maj.’s displeasure, expressed by your letter 

tely sent to our Speaker, and by him related 
gud read unto us: yet comturted again with 
the assurance of your grace and guoduess, and 
of the sincerity of our own intentions and pro- 
ceedings, wheéreon with contidence we can 
rely; m all humbleness beseech your most ex- 
cellent maj. that the loyalty and dutifulness of 
as faithful and loving subjects as ever served, 
or lived under a gracious sovereign, may not 
undeservedly suffer by the misinformation of 
partial and uncertain reports, which are ever 
unfaithful ineclligencers: but that your maj. 
would, in the clearness of your own judgment, 
first vouchsafe to understand from ourselves, 
aud not from others, what our humble Decla- 
ration and Petition (resolved upon by the uni- 
versal voice of the house, and proposed, with 
your gracious favour, ta be presented unto 
your sacred maj.) doth contain. Upon what 
occasion we entered into consideration of those 
things which are therein contained, with what 
dutitul respect to your maj. and your service, 
we did consider thereof, and what was our 
true intention thereby. And that when your 
maj. shall thereby truly discern our dutiful af- 
tuctions, you will, in your royal judement, free 
us trom those heavy charges, wherewith some 
of our members are burthened, and wherein 
the whole house is involved-—And we humbly 


.* Wilsoa says it was reported, That, when 
the king heard of this second Remonstrance, 
he called for twelve chairs, saying, there were 
twelve kings a coming. ' 


in the house, and every one that cume was ‘ 


not the voice of the turtle, 


or any of the members of our house, whom the 
whole have not censured, uutil vour maj. have. 
been truly intonmed thereof from ourselves: 
and that in the mean tune, and ever, we may 
stand upright in vour maj.’s grace and goud 


Fopinion, than which no worldiy considerction 
i . 


is or can be dearer unto us. —W ben your maj. 
had reassembled us i parl by your royal come 
Inandment, soones than we expected ; and dul 
vouchsite, by the inouths of three honvurable 
lords, to impart unto us the weighty occasions 
moving your may. therennto; trom them we 
did understand these particulars, viz. ‘That 
notwithstanding your prnicely and pious cn- 
deavours to procure peace, the time is now 
come that Janus “Pemple must be cpened,. 
That the voice of Bullona must be heard, and 
Yhat there wis 
no hope of peace, hor auy truce to be obtain 
ed, no not for a few days. That your maj. 
must either abandon your own chiltven, ar en- 
eaze yourself in a war; wherein consideration 
is to be had, what foot, what horse, what mo- 
ney will be sufhcient. “That the Lower Pala- 
tinute was seized upon by the army of the king 
of Spain, as executor of the Ban there, in quae 
litv of duke of Burgundy, as the Upper Pala- 
tinuate was by the duke of Bavaria. ‘That the 
king of Spain, at his own charge, bad now at 
i deast five armies on foot, ‘Phat the Princes of 
the Union were disbanded ; but the Catholick 
Leagne remained firm, whereby those princes, 
so dissevered, were in danger, one by one, to 
be rumed, That the cxtate of those of our 
Relision in forcien parts was miserable 3 and, 
out of these considerations, we were called 
to a sar; and forthwith ta advise for a Sup- 
J ply fer heepiow the forces an the Palatinate 
from being disbanded ; and to foresee the sieans 
for raising and maintaining the body of an 
army, tor the war, aguust the spring. We, 
therefore, out of zeal to your majesty and vour 
po-terity, with more alacrity and celerity than 
ever was precedented inv parliament, did ad- 
dress ourselves to the service commended untae 
us. And although we cannot conceive, that 
the honour and safety af your maj. and your 
posterity, the patrimony of your children in- 
vaded and possessed by their encinies, the wel- 
fure of relivion, and state of vour kingdoin, are 
mintters ut auy time uofir for our deepest con- 
sidcration tn time of parliament: and although, 
before this time, we were in some of these 
points silent; yet being now invited thera- 
unto, and led on by so just an occasion, we 
thought it our duties to provide for the pre- 
sent supply thereof, and uot only to turn our 
eyes on a war abroad, but to take care for 
the securing of our peace at home; which 
the dangeraus increase and insolency of po- 
pish recusants apparently, vizibly, aud seusibly, 
did lead us unto. The consideration whereof 
did necessarily draw us truly to represeat unto 
your maj. what we conceive to be the causes, 
and what we feared would Le the elects, and 


ved 
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what we hoped might be the remedies of these 
growing evils; amoug which, as incident and 
unavuidable, we tell upon some things, which 
sec to touch upon the king of Spain; as they 
have relution to popish recusants at home, to 
the wars by him maintained in the Palatinate 
against your ma:.’s children, and to his scveral 
arunes now on foot; yet, as we conceived, 
without touch of dishonour to that king, or any 
other prince, your ma}j.’s confederate.—In the 
discourse whereof we did not assuine to oni 
selves any power to determine of any part 
thereof, nor intend to incroa‘h or intrude upon 
the sacred bounds of your royal authority ; to 
whom, and to whom only, we acknowledye it 
, doth beiong to resolve of jeace and war, and 
of the manage of the most noble prince vour 
son: but as your most loyal and hiunble sub- 
jects and servants, represcating the whoie com- 
mons of vour kingdom, (who have a large in- 
terest in the happy and prosperous estate of 
your maj. and your royal posterity, and of the 
flourishing esiate of our church and cominon- 
weal.) did resolve, out of our cares and feurs, 
truly and plainly t» demonstrate these things 
to your maj. winch we were not assured could 
otherwise come so fuily and clearly to your 
knowledge; and that being done, to lay the 
same down at your mayj.’s feet, without expec- 
tation of any other answer of your maj. touch- 
ing these ! igher points, than what at your good 
pleasure, and in your own time, should be held 
ft. ‘Lnis being the effect of what we had for- 
mncrly resolved upon, and these the occasions 
and reasons inducing the same, our humble 
suit to your maj. and confidence is, That your 
maj. will be graciously pleased to receive, at 
the nands of these our messcneers, our former 
humble Declaration aad Petition, and vouch- 
safe to read and favourably to interpret the 
same: and that so much thereof as contain 
eth our humble Petiuon concerning Jesuits, 
Priests, and Popish Recusants, the passage 
of bills, aud yranting your roval pardon, 
you will vouchsafe an answer unto us.— 
And whereas your majesty, by the general 
words of your letter, seemeth to restrain us 
from intermeddling with matters of govern- 
ment, or particulars which have their motion 
in courts of justice; the generality of which 
words, in the largeness of the extent thercof, 
(as we hope beyond your maj.’s nitention) 
might involve those things, which are the pro- 
per suljcets of parliamentary occasions and 
¢ discourse.—And whereas your maj. doth seem 
to abridge us of the ancient hberty of parl. for 
frecdom of speech, jurisdiction, and just cen- 
sure of the house, and other pracecdings there, 
(wherein, we trust 1n God, we shall never trans- 
gress the bounds of loyal and dutiful sub:ects) 
a liberty which, we assure ourselves, so wise 
and so just a king will not infringe, the saine 
being our ancient and undoubted right, and an 
inheritance reccived from our ancestors; with- 
out which we cannot frecly debate, nor clearly 
discern of things in question before us, nor 
‘truly inform your maj. : in which we have been 
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confirmed by your maj.’s most gracious former 
speeches and messages. We are theretore 
now again inforced, in all humbleness, to pray 
your maj. to allow the same; and thereby to 
take away the doubts and scruples your maj.’s 
late letter to our Speaker bath wrought upon 
us.—So shall we, your loyal and loving sub- 
jects, ever acknuwledye your maj.’s justice, 
grace, and goodness, and be ready to perform 
that service to your maj. which, in the true af 
fection of our hearts, we profess; and pour 
out our daily and fervent prayers to the Al- 
mishty for your maj.’s long lite, happy and re- 
ligivus reign, and prosperous estate, and for 
your royal posterity after you for ever.” 

It was then ordered, that this Petition and 
Declaration, thus amended, shall be thus en- 
vrossed and sent unto the king. And that the 
former Petition and Declaration, which was 
prepared tu be sent to the King, shall not be 
annexed to this new Petition, but shall be pre- 
sented to the king, with an humble desire, that 
his maj. will be pleased to real over the same, 
And that the former messengers, appointed to 
go with the former Petition or Declaration, 
shall go with this new petition. 

Dec. 12. Mr. Secretary Calrerg was com- 
manded by his maj. to deliver this inessaze by 
word of mouth, which he did; but after, by ap- 
pointment of the house, set it down in writing 
in these words, viz. “ His maj. remembering 
that this house was desirous to have a session 
between this and Christmas; whereupon it 
pleased him to signify unto us, that we should 
have contentment therein, and that.there should 
be a session, if we ourselves were not in the 
fault; taking now notice, that the house tors 
bears to proceed with any bills, *aall the retin 
of the messengers lately sent vuto-his maj. hath 
enjoiied me to command the house in his name, 
not to lose time in their proccedings for pre- 
paring of good laws in the mean while, in con- 
sideration of this so near approach of Chnstmas, 
and that his may. hopes they will not take upon 
them to make a recess in effect, though: not in 
shew, without his warrant.” 

Sir Rob. Phillips saith, that he would have us 
consider how we have walked these 8 days, and 
how our purpose of silence hath been grounded : 
That, if we proceed, on this message, with 
bills, we endanger all our liberties; tor thea 
we shall never hereafter proceed but in such 
and such businesses, and in such manner as the 
king shall still cominand: and we are, by this 
message, in sucha dilemma, as we must either 
disobey the king’s command, or for ever lose 
our own privileces. He would have a com- 
mittee appointed to consider of the king's mes- 
sage, and to seck forth precedents, to sce how 
this house hath used to proceed, when we have 
received such messages from the king; that 
thereby we may procecd without breach ot our 
privileses, or disobedience to the king’s com- 
mand. 

Mr. Tho. Crewe saith, that it is the duty of 
every subject to obey the king's command; and 
it is the duty of every member here to maio- 
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tain the privileges of this house: That if his 
maj. had been truly informed of our proceed- 
ings here, he would nut think we sat here idle; 
for we have been preparing of a Petition for 
his maj. and of an Answer to his maj. concern- 
ing the business of Gouldsmith and Lepton, and 
a member of this house: That there are goud 
bills prepared already; but we hear nothing of 
the Pardon, without which a sessions cannot 
well be eifected: That our thoughts are so dis- 
tracted by these many sharp messages from the 
king, as we are not fit to pass any bills at this 
time; neither, if we would or could pass more 
bills, could the Lords, as we conceive, dispatch 
any more, than are already in their hands. If 
we receive a coinfortable and gracious Mes- 
sage from the king, we shall go with such en- 
courasement forward with the bill tor Repeal 
and Continuance of Statutes, as we shall soon 
dispatch tue same; and then we shall soon be 
seady lor a sessions. 

Mr. Glanvile saith, that, if we now go on 
with this Message, and proceed hereupon with 
bills, then next we shall have command to go 
on with Grievances, and then with this and 
that bill, and then with thag Gricvance; and so 
hereattcr we shall do notbing, but what the 
king cominands, and procced with no business, 
but we shall have a command for it from the 
king. He would have a committee to consider 
hereof, as sir K, Phi‘iips moved; and he be- 
Jieveth, that this Message from the king pro- 
ceedeth from a misinformation: 

Sir Dud. Dizgcs would have a committee to 
consider of this Message, how we should pro- 
ceed and what we should do thereon: That 
there migiit be a committee to consider of the 
bills in the house, and that we may proceed 
therein accordingly. So may we proceed in 
business, and vet preserve our privileges. 

Sic Geo. Moore saith, that, ee dv proceed 
jn this business, wherein in duty we are bound 
to procecd, we cannot (though the king com- 
mand it) infringe our liberties: but, if the king 
had commanded us not to proceed in any business 
wherein we are tied to proceed, then we had, 
if we had given over, weakened our privileges 
and liberties thercin. He would have this bu- 
giness committed to the consideration of a com- 
mitice, but would have it first thoroughly de- 
pated here in the house. 

Sir Nuth. Rich saith, that this is as greata 
business as ever came into this house, and 
would have us proceed in it with great delibe- 
ration, and see what, on the like messazes, hath 
been here done. He would have us stay till to- 
morrow, before we debate hereof by a com- 
mittee. oo 

Sir Fdw. Coke saith, that we have received 
8 commands from the king: 1. Not to deal 
twvith any matter of government: 2. Not to 
meddle with any business which had his motion 
in a court of justice: and now 3dly, to go on 
with bills: That he cannot speak trecly his 
mind, till the clouds that hang over us, by his 

maj.’s displeasure and messages, be cleared. 
He would have a comnnittee of the whcle house, 
$o consider hercot tu-inorrow. | 
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Sir Ed. Giles saith, that the honestermen the 
worse luck. He thinketh, there were never 
more loyal subjects sat in parl. than nuw: and 
it proceeds from the malicious dcahlag of some 
wicked men. And he belicveth, that the 
end of the great enemy is near, that he so muck 
tageth and labuurcth to cross vur honest pus 
poses here.—It was then ordered, that mr. Se- 
cretary shall set down this last Message from 
his maj. In writing, avainst to-morrow morning, 
and deliver it to the house, and that then it 
shall be considered of by a committee uf the 
whole house; and mr. Speaker tu be present. 

Lhe King’s duswer iv the Apologetic Petition 
of the Commons.] Dee. 14. The Chancellor 
of the Exchequer reported the Ninyg’s Answer 
to the Apulugetic Peution of the Commons; us 
follows: 


“His Majesty’s Answer to the Apologetic 
Petition of the House of Commons, pre- 
sented to His Majesty by a duzen ot the 
Members of this Mouse, by their direc- 
tion.” 


“We must here bein in the sane fashion 
that we would have done, if the first petition 
had come to our hands betore we had made a 
stay thereof; which ts to repeat the tirst words 
of the late queen of famuus memory, used b 
her, in answer to an insolent proposition made 
by a Poloman ambassadur unto her; that is, 
‘legatum expectabamus, heraldum accipimus.’ 
For we had great reason to expect, that the 
first message, from your house, slionuld have 
been @ messaye of thanksgiving fur our conti- 
nued gracious behaviour towards our people, 
since your last recess; not only by our pro- 
Clumation of grace, wherein were contained 
six or seven and thirty articles, all of several 
eg of grace to the people; but also by the 
abour we took for the satisfaction of both 
houses, in those three articles recommended 
unto us, in both their names, by the right reve- 
rend father in God, the archbishop of Canter- 
bury; and likewise for the good government of 
Ireland, we are now in Wand with, at your re- 
quest: But not only have we heard no news of 
all this, but contrarily, great complaints of the 
danger of religion within this kingdom, . tacitly 
implying our ill government in this point. And 
we leave you to judse wheiher it be your da- 
tics, that are the representatuve body of our 
people, so to distaste them with our govern- 
ment; whereas, on the contrary, it is your duty, 
with all your endeavours, to kindle more and 
more a dutiful and thanktul love in the people’s 
hearts towards us, for our just aud gracious vo- 
vernment.—Now whereas, in the very beginning 
of this your Apoluzy, you tax us, in fair terms, 
of trusting uncertain reports, and partial infors 
mations concerning your proceedings: We 
wish you to remember, that we are an old and 
experienced king, neeJing no such lessons, be- 
inv, iN Our Conscience, freest of any king alive, 
frorn hearing or trusting idle reports; winch so 
many of your house, as aré nearest us, cau 
bear witucss unto yuu, if yuu would give as 
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good ear to them, as you do to some tribunitial 
orators among you: And, for proof in this pars 
Geular, we have made your own messengers 
confer your other Petition sent by you, with 
the copy thereof which was sent us before; 
between which there is no ditference at all, but 
that since our receiving the first copy you ad- 
ded a conclusion unto n, which could not come 
to our hands, till it was done by you, and your 
messenvers sent; which was all at one tine. 
Andifwehad hadno copy orit before-hand, we 
must have received your first Petition, to our 
great dishonour, before we had known what it 
contained; which would have enforced us to 
have returned vou afar worse answer than now 
we do; for then your messengers had returned 
with nothing, but that we have judged your 
Petition nelawfal, and unworthy of an answer. 
For, as to your conclusion thereof, it is nothing 
but ‘protestatio contrarta facto;’ tor in the body of 
your petition, vou usurp upon our prerogative 
royal, and meddle with things far above your 
reach, and then. m the conclusion you protest 
the contrary ; as ifa robber would take a man’s 
purse, and then protest he meant not to 

tb inim. or, first, you presume to give us 
your advise concerning the match of our dear- 
est son with some Protestant, (we cannot say 
princess, tor we know none of these tit for him) 
aud dissuade us from his match with Spain, 
wrving us to a present war with that king: and 
yet, in the conclusion, forsooth, ye protest ve 
mtend not to press upon our most undoubted 
reval prerogative ; as if the petitioning of us in 
mutters, that vourselves confess ve ought not 
to meddle with, were not a meddling with them. 
—Anc whereas ye pretend, that ve were in- 
vited to this course by the speeches of 3 ho- 
nourable lords; yet, by so much as vourselves 
repeat of the specchcs, nothing can be con- 
ciuced, but that we were resolved by war to 
recain the Palatinate, if otherwise we could 
not attain unto it, And you were invited to 
advise forthwith upon a supply, for keeping the 
forecs in the Palatinate froin disbanding, and 
to foresee the means for the raising, and main- 
tenance of the hody of an army for that war 
aacnst the spring. Now, what inference can 
be made upon this; that thercfore.we must 

vesently denounce war against the king of 
Spain, break our dearest son’s match, and 
match him to one of our religion, let the world 
sudze. The difference js no ¢reater, than if we 
shoul tell a merchant, that we had great necd 
to borrow money from hun for raising an 
anny; that thereupon it would follow, that 
we were bound to follow Ins advice in the 
direction of the war, and all things depending 
thereupon. But yet, not contenting vourselves 
with this excuse of yours, which indeed cannot 
hold water, ye come after to a direct contra- 
diction to the conclusion of your former pe- 
tition, saymy, that the honour and safety of us 
and our posterity, and the patrimony of our 
children invaded and possessed by their enemies, 
the weltare of religion, and state of our king- 
doin, are matters, at any time, nor unfit for 
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your deepest considerations in Parliament. To 
this generality, we answer with the Logicians, 
that where all things are contained, nothing 3s 
omitted: so as this plenipotency of yours invests 
you in aj] power upon earth, lacking nothing but 
the Pope's to have the keys also both of Lleaven . 
and Purgatory: and to this vast gencrulity of 
yours we can give no other answer; for it will 
trouble all the best lawyers in the house to 
make a good cominentary upon it: for so did 
the Puritan Ministers in Scotland bring all kind 
of causes within the compass of their Juris- 
diction, saying, that it was the Church’s office 
to judge af slander: and there could no kind of 
crime or fault be committed, but there was @ 
slander in it, either against God, the kimg, or 
their neighbour; and, by this means, they 
hooked in to themselves the cognizance of alt 
causes: or, like Bellarmine’s distinction of the 
Pope’s power over Kings, ‘in ordine ad spirt- 
tualair,’ whereby he gives them all temporal 
jurisdiction over them.—But to give you a 
direct answer to the matter of war, for which 
you are so earnest; we confess, we rather cx- 
pected you should have given us thanks fur the 
so long maintaining*a settled peace in all our 
dominions, when all our neighbours about are 
in miserable combustion of war; but, ‘dulce 
bellum inexpertis” And we indeed tind by 
experience, that a number of our subjects are 
so pampered with peace, as thcy are desirous 
of change, tho’ they know not what.—It 1s true, 
that wa have eyer professed, (and, in that mind, 
with God's erace, we will live and die) that we 
will labour by all means possible, cither by 
treaty, or by force, to resture our children ta 
their antient dignity and inheritance; and 
whatsoever Christian princes or potentates 
will set themselves against it, we wil not spare 
any lawful means to bring our so Just and ho- 
nourable purpose to g good end: nejther shall 
the match of our son, or any other worldly re- 
spect, be preferred to this our resulution, For, 
by our credit and intervention with the king of 
Spain, and the Arch-Dutchess, and her hus+ 
band now with God, we preserved the lower 
Palatinate one whole year froin any furtbur 
conquering in it; which, in any cight days space 
in that time, might have easily been swallowed 
up by Spinola’s army, without any resistance, 
And in no better case was it now, at our Am- 
bassador the lord Digby’s coming thro’ Heidel- 
bergh, if he had not extraordinarily succoured 
it— But because we conceive, that ye couple 
this war of the Palatinate with the cause of relis 
cion, we must a little unfold your eyes hcremn.— 
The beginning of this miserable war, which 
hath sct all Christendom am fire, was not for 
religion; but only caused by our son-in-law's 
hasty aud harsh resolation, following evil coun- 
scl, to take to himself the crown of Hohemia.— 
And that this is trac, himself wrote Ictters unto 
us at that time, desiring us to give assurance 
both to the French king, and state of Venice, 
that his accepting of the crown of Bohemia 
had no reference to the cause of religion, but 
only by reason of his right of elcctivn, as he 
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called it. And we would be sorry that such 
aspersion should come upon our religiun, as to 
tnake it a good preteat for dethronimng of 
kings, and usurping their crowns; and we 
would be leath that our people here should be 
taught that strange doctrine: no, let us not so 
far wrong the Jesuits, us to rob them of their 
sweet pusitions and practices in that very 
poit.—Aund upov the other part, we assure 
ourself so far of your charitable thoughts of us, 
that we would never have constantly denied 
our son-in-law both the title and assistance in 
that point, if we had been well persuaded of 
the justice of his quarrel. But, to conclude, 
this unjust usurpation of the crowns of Bohemia 
and Hungaria froin the emperor, hath given 
the Pope, and all that party, too fair a ground, 
and opened them too wide a gate tor curbing 
and oppressing of many thousands of our reli- 
gion im divers parts of Christendou.—And 
whereas you excuse your touching upon the king 
of Spain, upon occasion of the incidents by you 
repcated in that place, and yet afiinn, that it 
Is without any touch to his honour; we canuot 
wonder enough that ye are so forgetful both of 
your words and wits: for, in your former pe- 
tition, ye plainly affirm, that he atiects the 
temporal monarchy of the whole carth: than 
which there can be no more malice uttered 
acalust any great king, to make ali other princes 
and potentates both envy and hate him: but, 
if ye list, it may easily be tied, whether that 
speech tonched him in honour or not, uf ye 
shall ask him the question, whether J:e means 
to assume to himseif that atle or nu; tor every 
king can best judge of his own honour. We 
omit the particular cjaculauions of sume fuul- 
mouthed orators in vour own fiuuse, agaist 
the honour of that king’s crown and state.— 
And touching your excuse of nut determining 
any thing concerning the match of our dearest 
son, but only to tell your opinion, and Ixy it 
down at our feet: first, we desire to know, 
how you could have presumed to determine in 
that point, without committing of high treason? 
and, next, you cannot deny but your talking of 
his match after that manner, was a direct 
breach of our commandment and declaration 
out of our own mouth, at the first sitting down 
of this parliament; wherc we plainly protessed, 
that we were in treaty of his match with Spain; 
and wished you to have that cuntidence in 
our religion and wisdum, that we would so 
Manaec it, as our religion should receive no 
prejudice by it. And the same we now repeat 
unto you, professing that we are so far encased 
mn that maich, as we cannutin honour go back, 
except the king of Spain perturm not. such 
things as we expect ai his hands. And there- 
fure we are sorry that ve should shew to have so 
great distrust in us, as to conceive that we 
should be cold in our rchgiou; otherwise, we 
cannot iuaine how our former pubuck decla- 
ration should not have stopp’d your movths im 
this point.—-And as to your request, that we 
would now receive your fomner petiuon: we 


would receive it: whereas, in our former letter, 
we plaudy declared the cont:ary uato “vou, 
And therefore we have justiv rejected that suit 
of yours: for'what have ycu lett unattempted 
in the highest pomts of sovcre'gniy, in chat 
petiuon of yours, except the striking of cuin$ 
tur it contains the viulation of leazues; the 
particular way how to govern a war, and the 
marmage of our dearest son, both negatively 
with Spain: nay, with any other pupish princess 3 
and also atiimuatively, as to the matching with 
one of our relgign; which we confess is a 
strain bevond avy providence or wisdom God 
hath given us, as thmgs now staud.—These are 
unfit things to be handled in parliament, ex- 
cept your king should require it of you: for 
who can have wisdum to judge of things of that 
nature, but such as are daily acquainted with 
the particulars of treaties, and of the variable 
and fixed connection of aifatrs of state, together 
with the knowledge of the secret ways, ends, 
and intentions of princes in their several 
negotiations? oiherwise a sinall mistaking of 
matters of this nature may produce inore effects 
than can be nmugined: and theretore, ‘ne suitor 
ultra crepidawn.” And besides, the intermedling 
In parliament with matters of peace or war, and 
the marrage of our dearest son, would be sucl 
a diuinution to us and to our crown in forcien 
countries, as would make any prince negicet 
tu treat with us, either in matters of peace or 
Inarnace, except they mivht be assured by the 
assent uf Parliament. And so it proved long 
ago with a king of France; who, upon a trick, 
procuring his statcs to dissent from some treaty 
which before he had made, was after refused 
treaty with any other princes, to his great re- 
proach, unless he would tirst procure the assent 
of lis estates to their proposition. And will 
you cast your eyes upun the late times, you 
shall tind, that the late quecn, of fainvus me- 
mory, was humbly petitioned by a parhiumene 
tu be pleased to marry: but her Answer was, 
that she liked their petition well, Lecause it 
was sitaple, not limiting her to place nor per- 
son, as not betitting her liking to their fancies; 
and aif they had done otherwise, she would 
have thought it a high presumption in them, 
Judye then what we inay do in such a case, 
having made our publick declaration already 
(as we said betore) directly contrary to that 
which you have now petitioned.—Nuw to the 
points in your petition, whereof you desire uu 
auswer as properly belonging to the parliament, 
The first aud the greatest pot is, that of reli- 
man: concermug which, at this tune, we can 
vive you no vier answer thaw in the generol ; 
which is, that you may rest secure, that we will 


never be weary to do all we cau for the propa- 
sation of our region, and repressing af popery : 


but the inanner and form you must remit ta 
our care and providence, who can best consider 
of times and seasons; not by undertaking a 


pubhck war of religion through all the world. 


at once; which, huw hard and dangerous 4 
tusk it may prove, you may judge. But this 


wonder what could male you presume that we | puts us in mind, how all the world complained 
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the lust ycar of plenty of corn; and God sent 
us a cooling-card this vear for that heat: and 
so we pray God, that this desire among you of 
kindling wars (shewing your weariness of peace 
and plenty) may not make God permit us to 
fall into the miseries of both. But, as we 
already said, our care of religion must be such, 
as, onthe onc part, we must not, by the hot per- 
secution of our recusants at home, irritate 
foreivn princes of contrary religion: and teach 
them the wav to plague the Protestants in their 
dominions, with whom we daily intercede, and 
at this time principally, for ease to them of our 
profession that live under them; yet, upon the 
other part, we never incan to spare, from due 
and severe punishment, any papist that will 
grow insolent for living under our so mild go- 
vernment. And you may also be assured, we 
willleave no care untaken, as well for the good 
education of the youth at home, especially the 
children of papists, as also for preserving at all 
timos hereafter the youth that are or shall be 
abroad, from being bred in dangerous places, 
and so poisoned in popish seminaries. And 
as in this poiut, namely, the good education of 
popish youth at home, we have already given 
some good proofs, both in this kingdom and tn 
Ireland; so will we be well pleased to pass 
any good laws that shall be made, either now, 
or at anv time hereafter, to this pupose.—And 
as to your reqnest of making this a session, and 
granting a General Pardon; it shall be your de- 
faults, if we make not this a session before 
Christmas.—But. for the pardon, ye crave such 
particulars in it, as we must be well advised 
upon; lest, otherwise, we give you back the 
double or treble of what we are to reccive 
by yourentire subsidy, without fifteenths. Bur 
the ordinary course we hold fittest to be used 
still in this case, is, that we should of our free 

race send you down a pardon from the higher 
anne containing such points as we shall think 
fittest; wherein, we hope, ye shall receive good 
satisfaction.—But we cannot omit to shew you, 
how strange we think it, that ye should make 
so bad and unjust a commentary upon some 
words of our former Ictter, as 1f we meant to 
restrain vou thereby of vour antient privileges 
and liberties in parliameot. Truly, a scholar 
would be ashamed so to misplace and misjudge 
anv sentences in another man’s book. For 
whereas, in the end of our former letter, we 
discharged you to meddle with government and 
mysteries of state, namely, matters of war or 

cace, or our dearest son’s match with Spain; 
by which particular denominations we interpret 
and restrain our former words: and then, after, 
we forbid you to meddle with such things as have 
their ordinary course in courts of justice; ye 
couple together those two distinct sentences, 
and plainly leave out these words, of mysteries 
of state: so as ye crr, ‘2 hene divisis ad male 
conjuncta.’ For of the former part, concerning 
mysteries Of state, we plainly restrained our 
meaning to the particulars that were after 
mentioned; and, in the latter, we confess we 
ineant by it sir Edward Coke’s foolish business: 
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and therefore it had well become him, especially 

being our servant, and one of our council, to 

have complained unto us; which he never did, 

though he was ordinarily at court since, and 

never had access refused unto him.—And 

although we cannot allow of the stile, calling 

it, your antient and undoubted right and in- 

heritance; but could rather have wished, that 

ve had said, that your privileges were derived 

trom the grace and permission of our ancestors 

and us; (for most of them grow from prece- 

dents, which shews rather a toleration than in- 

heritance) yet we are pleased to give you out 

royal assurance, that as long as you contain 

yourselves within the limits of your duty, we 
will be as careful to maintain and preserve your 
lawful hberties and privileges, as ever any of 
our predecessors were, nay, as to preserve our 
own royal prerogative. So as your house shall 
only have need to beware to trench upon the 
prerogative of the crown; which would en- 
force us, or any just king, to retrench them of 
their privileges, that would pare his prerogative 
and flowers of the crown: but of this, we 
hope, there shall never be cause given. Dated 
at Newmarket, Dec. 11, 1621.” 

Mr. Chane. of the Excheg. saith, that he 
hath to deliver, by word of mouth, 3 messages 
from the king to this house. ist, that his 
maj. doth appoint Saturday sennight for a 
conclusion of the sessions, and commendcth 
particularly the bill of Continuance and Repeal 
of Statutes. 2, concerning the Pardon, his maj. 
is desirous that the lord treasurer himself and 
mr. Solicitor should peruse it, ‘ne quid detri- 
menti rex capiat.’ 3, that if Gouldsmith hath 
oftended the house, he should be punished; if 
not, he thinketh it justice, he should be re- 
mitted. , 

Sir Rob. Phillips saith, if the king’s Answer 
to our Petition doth not strike the affection 
and soul of every member of this house, he 
knoweth not what will. He would have us 
deter, till tomorrow, the consideration of this 
his maj.’s Answer, that we may clear off froin 
us the stain laid on us of rashness; and that 
we may Not give up our privileges, as we desire 
not, m any wise, to touch on the prerogative 
of his majesty. 

Sir Hen. Poole would not have us always 
dwell on the rocks of preserving our privileges: 
but would have us see the best bills, and pro- 
ceed on with some of the most general of them, 
that we may not go now home again with 
empty hands. 

Sir Dudicy Digges saith, that he is much 
comforted to see so plain dealing from his maj. 
to this house: that his maj. doth so well un- 
derstand our procecdings, that he doth leave 
it to our free election, to proceed with what 
business we will. He would, if any one be of 
opinion, thut our privileges are yet touched, 
that we then first clear that: but his own opin- 
ion is, that our privileges are not touched ; and 
would have us go on with bills and business, and 

repare for a sessions. 

Mr, Sulicitor suith, that, as the stile of the 
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king’s Answer doth carry it in gravity and 
majesty, so doth it express, that the king is a 
father to us. He would have us meditate on 
it, and to-morrow resolve to go on with the bu- 
siness of the house. 

Mr. Tho. Crewe saith, that he is mach com- 
forted, that it hath pleased his maj. to give us 
assurance of religion. For the present, he would 
have the Pardon prepared; and, for the rest, 
he would have the clerk to bring us a cataluyue 
of all the bills that are sent up to the Lords, 
how many of them are come down passed, how 
many are here engrossed, aud ready to be sent 
up; and then a message tu be sent to the Lords, 
to dispatch the bills which they bave.—It was 
accordingly ordered, that the clerk shall pre- 
pare, against tomorrow, the true state of all 
the bills. 

- Sir Tho. Wentworth moveth that no member 
shall go out of town ull the sessions be ended. 

Mr. Secretary secondcth the motion, by rea- 
son of the great business of the house; and 
‘desireth the Speaker to come more early than 
be hath been accustomed. 

Dec. 15. Sir Geo. Moore saith, that our 
liberties are our frechold, and the fairest lower 
that groweth in the garden of the Commons : 
and, if they be once nipped, they will never 
grow again: that we have laboured but of duty 
(in the service of those who sent us hither) to 
defend our liberties, what we could: that his 
‘Maj. did at first say and hath since reiterated 
his proinise, that he would confirm and inain- 
tain all our lawtul liberties: that he doubteth 
not, but his maj. when he shall consider, that 
we have done what hath been good, but that 
he will add (as God did to Ezekias, when he 
had prayed and said, that he had done what 
was good in his sight, 15 years to his age) a 
longer time to our sitting here. He would 
have a committee appointed to consider of all 
the Messages, sent us by the king, concerning 
our Privileges and his majesty’s several An- 
swers; that we may see, how the state of our 
liberties now stands. 

Mr. Serj. Ashley saith, that we shouid not 
take any discontent at the words of the king’s 
Answer; for we must leave kings to use their 
own phrase and languave. His ma). assureth 
us for our religion; and, for |is part, he will 
(and he hopett the rest of the house will also) 
take his maj.’s word for a warrant, to execute 
the law on all papists. The king saith, that he 
will maintain our liberties, as far forth as any 
of his predecessors have done ; but ‘ plus valet 
legalis consuetudo, quam regalis concessio.’ He 
would have us take what bills we may, though 
we cannot have what we would; Jest our ad- 
versarics rejoice to see, that we now again go 
- home empty-handed. 

Sir Francis Seymour saith, if we cast our 
eyes on his maj.’s Letter, on his maj.’s Mes- 
sage, and lastly on his maj.’s Answer we shall 
read, with grict, how our privileges stand, and 
in what case we stand; and he beheveth, that 
there is no man’s heart, which feeleth a guilti- 
~ of that, which is expressed in his maj.’s 
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Answer: that, though we now decline the fare 

ther disputing of the Matcli, the Matter of Ree 

ligion and War, yet he would have it here ex- 

pressed and declared, that the consideration of 
the rerigion of this kingdow, the satety of his 

maj.’s pefson and this kingdom, are not mate 

ters out of the cognisance of this house: that 

he thinketh the bills, which we may now pass, 

will not be worth our labour. Ife would have 

us consider, bow to give the king satistacuon 

coaceruing that which he taxeth us fur by his 

Answer; and take some course, how to settle 
our Privileges, as that we leave them not worse 

than we found them, when we came hither. 

Mr. Chance. of the Eacheg. saith, that it ig 
with us this day, as in a batuie: we can err 
but once. He hopeth we shall not so much 
reflect on the manner of the king’s Answer, as 
the matter: that the king, wien he wrote this 
Answer, was extremely divided between his 
zeal to this house, and the jealousy of toreign 
princes, who had their eyes over his maj. to see 
what would be the success of our Petition. | 
Seeing we have, as for our liberties, a full Ane 
swer; and, for the rest of our petitions, as 
much satisfaction, as his maj. with his honour, 
can (as things stand) give; that our longer 
complaining of our grief will be rather a dis- 
content to the king, than otherwise: that his 
maj. (when he had d'spatched this his Answer) 
parted from the messenvers cheertully, as if ha 
thought, that, by this his Answer, he had both 
answered the expectation of this house, and 
prevented the jealousy of foreign piinces. He 
would have us go on with as many bills as we © 
can now dispatch; and hope for to effect the 
rest, at our next mecting after Christmas, 

Sir James Perrott saith, that our religion is 
not so sate, as we desire it tobe. He would 
have the king rectitied in his opinion; for we 
do not blame his maj.’s care of relizion, by 
complaining of the insolency of the papists ;. 
neither do we (as his maj. conceivetl) take on. 
us a plenitude of power. He would have us 
justify, to the king, our love, duty and loyalty 
to his maj.; and to desire, for our Religion, 
that he would be pleased- to send, from this 
town, all papists, to. their houses in the coun- 
try; for here they go to the huuses of forcign 
ambassadors, where they not only exercise 
their religion, but give otfermgs, whereby, it is 
to be feared, that much of our money is trans- | 
ported beyond sea. He would have a com- 
mittee appointed to consider of these things, 
and also of our privileges, if they are in- 
fringed. ‘ 

Mr. Brooke saith, that we bave our privi- 
leges and liberties by prescription, time out of 
mind, and not by toleration. He would have 
a Protestation entered in the house, that we 
claim our privileges as an inheritance, and not 
as granted from kings tous. He would have a, 
short bill passed here, to continue all statutes 
that stand on continuance, till the end of the . 
next sessions, for, if we go to pass the bill, it 
will ask more time than is between this and 


she and also that we should pass another 
4 ; 


3317] 


bill, to continue the state of the business of 
the house, as it now stands; and, by this 
mineans, we may have a sessions Lefore Christ- 
mas. -But especially he would have our clann 
of our privileees entered in the house. 

Mr. Jircasurer saith, that he findeth, that the 
house is much troubled, that-the kmg hath 
written so angry 2 letter to us, which he wish- 
eth we had not provoked Irsn unto. Hys maj. 
sath, he will have a care of the propagation uf 
relvion; and therefore he would have us pray 
wo God, for the continuance of such his care. 
Vizs mai. saith, we have straincd the words of 
his letter more against ourselves, than his maj. 
meant, or we could well do. He would not 
have us now dippute any fierther, but resolve 
to carry down some bids with.ts; best we draw 
iamy on ourselves, wud discontent to the king 
and hts people. 

Sir ftob, Phillips saith, that, lest his silence 
at this tine might be imputed to sullenness, 
he thought good to put himself into the dispute 
of the things now bere in agitation: wherein, 
he saith, he will collect and trame observations 
on his inay.’s Letter; wherein we are to observe 
and corsider the sense and opinion of the 
house, how we ought to proceed; on which 
he will render bis opimion, what he conceiv- 
eth be ought to do. In the kine’s Letter we 
nay note lus mai.’s Reprehension, Declaration 
pand Admomion. In the Reprchenston, hts 
naj. iS very quick with us; and he doubteth 
nor, but, hod Ins may. heard our discourses, or 
could he, wih a perspective, sce our hearts, he 
would not have so misconstrued our actions. 
Ve would have us rathee think bow to get from 
his ma}. @ sweeter tune, then to irritate him 
by our farther dispute. Jn the Deciaration, he 
bejeverh, that there is none here but will tuke 
great cumfort io see, that so great a prince 
doth take care of our reletoa; and his may. 
naith, that, to that end, he wil pass any laws 
tor the education of ctuldren. ble would not 
theretore have us rofl this stone further, seeing 
it Is fur point of state, that his maj. now spareth 
to hase the laws against papists strictly exe- 
eated, It comforteth him, and believeth it 
doth ixewise cointort all bis good subjects, to 
see his maj. so confidently to declare hrs rceso- 
Jutinn and care to gain the Palaunate. If we 
had known svoner, how far his way. had pro- 
cceded inthe Match of Spain, we should not 
(as he thinketh) have meddled with, or touched 
that string. <As for our Privileges, since his 
inaj. hath said, we hold our libertics by the 
grace of princes, and not by a right deseended 
unto us, and that that question is stirred (which 
he wisheth bad uot been) he thinketh that we 
are now to do something more in this point, 
than to let them thus rest. And in so doing 
we shelf do no more, than was disputed of in 
the first part. of his may. when the king said, 
we held out diberuics by a toleration, not by 
right: whereupon there was here entered a 

ublic Declwvation, that we held them by in- 
eritance from our ancestors. He would have 
@ select comuittee appointed for this prrpose ; 


a 
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and that we should go to the king, to Theo- 
bald’s, to let him know, that we are sorry that 
we are so misinterpreted: that it is impossible 
to have a sessions now; for that which wiil 
content the country 3s uot only bills: and, if 
bills would, yet we cannot pass such bills, as 
will give the wiser sort, in the country, any 
content; for they look to have some ease of 
Grievances, and some ease of ‘Trade, as well 
as to have x few bills. As for the bill of Sub- 
sidy, rt will be no great time lost, if we, at 
Christmas, adjourn the sitting, as we use todo 
at Faster; and then we may meet presently 
atter Christmas, to proceed with the business 
of the house: and, in 5 or 6 weeks, he doubt- 
eth not but we shall dispatch such bills and bu- 
siness, as ttould give his maj. and the people 
cood satizfaction: that it will be no infamy 
tur us to alter our purpose, sinee the occasions 
are altercd; for it ix now 12 days since we 
desired to havea sessions; and since that timc 
we hare heen troubled with busmess of another 
mature which hatlr been interposed by his maj.'s 
Ictters and messages. 

Sir Tho. Wentworth woald have a committee 
appointed to consider, whether we shall do 
well to ea on with bills or no, and also how we 
hold our Privileges, whether by right, or by 
permission and toleration: and this of our Pri- 
vileges, to be first considered. He saith, he 
will not speak, whether it will he best to have 
a sessions or no, till he seeth how our privileges 
and the business of the house standeth. 

Sir Dudley Digges would have a committce 
appointed to constdcr how our liberties stand ; 
for he mast say still, that our Privileges are our 
right and inheritance, born with as, He would 
have us take heed how we say, we hold our 
privileges by custom or prescription; for, 
*nullum tempus occurnt regi.” But he think- 
eth, that the King did but argue that our pri- 
vileges are derived from the grace and per- 
missiun of princes, and doth now say $0 
directly. 

Mr. ‘Tho. Crewe saith, that, as we owe to 
the king our duty, our lives, and all we have, 
so do we our liberties and privileges tw our 
posterity, The time being so short we have to 
sit, it will be lost labour now for us to go on 
with bills. Since the bill of Monopoultes is 
cast away, and, for aught we hear, that ulso 
against concealments, and all the bills of Grace 
Inid asleep with the Lords, he thinketh, it will 
not be worth our Inbour to have a sessions, 
which (if we might have had those bills) he 
should have beeu glad of. It cannot bat be s 
great grief to us, to hear so wise a king to 
doubt the right of our Privileges, and would 
have us stile them a liberty derived by the per- 
mission of princes; and he thinketh this doth 
stir all our hearts: that he thinketh, the wells 
of this house would speak ayainst us, if we 
should sit still and leave his may. in dishke ot 
our stiling our libertics our undoubted ancient 
right and inkeritance: that, by Magna Charts, 
the libertics, rights, and privileges (as well as 
the lands) of the temporality and spirituasty 


1345] PARL. HISTORY, 19 James I. 1621.—The King’s Letter to Mr. See. Calvert. [1350 


of the peers, barons, gentry, and commonalty 
of the kingdom, are renewed, confirmed and 
established unto us: that, if our law be our 
birthright and inheritance (as all know it is) 
then inuch more are our privileges and liberties 
of parl. He would have a general committec 
to consider of that which was here entered, on 
the like question of our Privileges, in 1 Jac. 
and to compare this with it, that we may go on 
now, as we did then ; and, this being at a grand 
committee thoroughly debated, and bronght 
to a head, then to appoint a select commnittce 
to frame what we shall think fit to be done 
berein, . os 

Mr, Solicitor saith, that our liberties and 
privileges of pari. are our inheritnnce; but he 
would not have us stand so much on the man- 
ner, as the matter of his maj.’s Answer: that 
we should aot be so much moved herewith; 
since the king doth conclude, we shall freely 
enjoy the same. He would have us enter here 
in the house our claim to the right of our privi- 
leges, according to the ancient parlianeutary 
course, and that we once mere petition his 
maj. though, he saith, he is sorry we are forced 
so often to trouble his maj. He would have 
us go on with this matter of our privileces at 
the coinmittee; so as we neglect not tu have 
ascssions. It is true, we have been diverted ; 
yet, he thinketh, we may pass such bills, as 
will give the country good content: that he 
believeth, that ‘ invidius hoc fecit:’ the devil, 
or his instruments, hath sowed his diversion 
amongst us; that he would have a sessions: 
and saith confidently, that what the king will 
grant and discharge, by his Pardon, will be 
more worth to us, than three Subsidies are to 
his maj.: that therefore he would have us go 
on with bills, and with the committee for our 
privileges, 

Sir Edw. Coke protesteth before God, that 
he ever speaketh his own conscience, but he 
doth not ever speak his own things; for he, for 
the most part, ever speaketh by warrant of pre- 
cedents, ¢ Omnis qualitas in principali subjecto 
est In summo gradu,’ as ‘ lumen in sole:’ and 
so are the privileges (which are the laws) of the 
parl. here mm the parl. § in principal sub;ecto,’ 
and therefore ‘ in summo gradu?’ that the li- 
bertics and privileges of parl. arc the mother 
and life of all-laws, and laws are in pacl. © in 
summo gradu;’ whereas the king saith, he liketh 
not our stiling of our hibertics our ancient in- 
heritance, yet he will maintain and give us 
leave to enjoy the same ; which indeed striketh 
ut the root of all our privileges. ‘ Consnetudo 
regni’ is the law of the kingdom. He thinketh, 
that that part of his maj.’s Answer proceeded 
only by the length of it; for it was at the end 
of his Answer that he wrote, he wished we had 
not stiled onr privileces our ancient inheritance, 
but rather, that we had them by the permission 
of our kings, his may.’s predecessors. 
would have us stand upon the defence of our 
privileges in this point, and that a general come 
mittce should debate hereof, He would have 
us tal:e account on Monday of the state of the 


He- 


hills of the house, and that then we may pro- 
ceed therein; and that, according to 2 parlia- 
mentary course, we proceed Ikewise with 
Grievances. 

Sir Win. Spencer would have this general 
comtnittee (appointed to consider of our privi- 


j Jeges) to consider particularly af one point of 


the kine’s Letter, wherein he saith, tint he tak- 
eth himself free and able to push the imisde- 
meanour of unv meinber here im parl. as well 
sitting the parl. as arter; tor that we hold it 
tora liberty and special privilege, that no man, 
that fiath here been cleared trom saying or do- 
ing any ching that misbecometh him, should be 
afterwards punished fur that fault. 

Mr. Noyge saith that our liberties and priv:- 
leges are, by Magua Charta, coutirmed to us, 
by ‘ libertates suas;’ which sheweth, that they 
are anciently aur’s, aud but copfirined (ut 
originally grauted) to us, 

Mr. Seerctary saith, that it was never in his 
mayj.’s. mind or opinjon te question our privi- 
leges, but it was only tho slip of a pen in the 
end of a lung Answer: That he woulddhave a 
Committee to consider hercof; tor our Privi- 
lezes ought to be dear unto us. As for that 
particular of our privileges, spoken of by sir 
W. Spencer, he would net have the conimittee 
to meddle therewith; for he thinkech it will 
ask a preat dispute, and it will at last ceow a 
question between the king and us, of our pri- 
vileges therein. 

Mr. Gragvile saith, that the king hath not 
the power of refusal of our just privileges, 
thongh we make our request for his permission 
of them: That he thinketh, the hing meaneth 
by punishing of inisdemegnours in parl. only 
matters of treason, or such as concern the head 
of a man, for we have not power to behead any 
man: and that his maj. intendeth not other 
misdemeanours in parhament. 

It was then ordered that a Committee of the 
whole House shall take into their consideration 
all things concerning the Privileges of thrs 
house, or any thing incident thereta, and that 
it shall siton Monday next. 

The King’s letter to Mr. Sceretary Cal ae 
Dec. 17. Mr. Secretary Calvert acquainter 
the House that he had a Message trom the 
King to this House, Ue then read the toilow- 
ing Letter which he had received trom his maj. 
VIZ: ; 

“ To our trusty and well-beloved Counsellor, 
sir George Calvert, Knight, one of our 
principal Secretaries,” 

“ Jacobus Rex.—Right trusty and well-he- 
loved counsetlor, We greet you well. We are 
sorry to hear, that notwithstanding our reite- 
rated messages to gur house of commons, tor 
going on in their busincsses, in regard of the 
shortness of time betwixt this and Christmas, 
‘and of their own earnest desire, that we shoulit 
new conclude a session by waking of good ant 
profitable laws, they continue tu luse tine; and 
now of late, upon our gracious Answer sept 
unto them, bave talren occacian tu make more 


. 
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delay, in appointing a committee tomorrow, to | will give the authors thereof little thanks. 
cousider upon the points of our Answer; and! Given at our court at Royston, the 16th of 
especially concerning that point in it, which | Dec. 1621.” : 
qnaxeth mention of their Privileges. Our plea- | Mr. Secretary Calvert then said, that it was 
gure therefore is, that you shail, in our name, , not strange, that the business of the house 
tell them, that we are so loth to have time mis- | (which was so commonly spoken of abroad in 
pent, wirch is so precious a thing, in the well: the town) doth come to his maj.’s ear; and he 
using whereof our people may receive so great ' thinketh, whosoever hath informed his may.here- 
a bene‘ii, as we aie thus fir contented to de- | of, hath done a good office to the touse. He 
scend trom our royal dignity, by explaining, at! desiretb, that his maj.’s Letter may be entered 
this time,our meaning in our said Answer touch- | here in the house; and that we may go on with 


ing that point; that all our goed subjccts in 
that house, that intend nothing but our honour, 
‘and the weal of the common-wealth, may 
clcarly sce our intention, Whereas in our 
said Answer we told them that we could not 
allow of the stile, culling it their ancient and 
undoubted right and inheritance; but could 
tather have wished, that they had said, their 
Privileges were derived from the grace and per- 
mission of our ancestors and us (for most of 
thein grow from Precedents) which sheweth 
rather a tuicration than inheritance; the plain 
truth is, that we cannot, with patience, endure 
our subjects to use such autimonarghical words 
to us, concerning their liberties, except they 
had sulyoined, that they were granted unto 
then by the grace and favour of our predeces- 
tors. But, as for our intention herein, God 
knows we never meant to deny them any law- 
ful privucges, that ever that house enjoyed in 
our predecessors’ times, as we expected our 
said answer should have sutliciently cleared 
thein; neither in justice, whatever they have 
undoubted right unto, nor in grace, whatever 
our predece-sors or we have graciously permit- 
ted unto them. . And therefore we made that 
distiicuon of the most part: for whatsoever 
liberties or privileges they enjoy by any law 
or statute shall be ever inviolably preserved by 
us; and we hope, our posterity ‘il unitate our 
footsteps therein. And, whatsoever Privileges 
they cnjoy by long custom and uncontrolled 
and lawful precedents, we will likewise be as 
careful to preserve them, and transmit the care 
thereof to our posterity; newher was it any 
way in our mind to think of any particular 
pon wherein we meant to disallow of their 

iberties: so as, in justice, we confess ourself 
to be bound to maitain them in their rights ; 
and, in grace, we are rather minded to increase 
than iniringe any of them, if they shall so de- 
serve at ouf lands. To end therctore as we 
began: Ict them go on cheerfully in their busi- 
nesces, rejecting the curious wrangling of law- 
yers upon words and syllables; otherwise 
(which God forbid) the world shail see how 
often and how earnestly we have pressed them 
to go on, according to their calling, with those 


things that are fit to be done for the. weal of 


our crown and kingdom; and how many va- 
rious shifts have been from time to time mali- 
ciously found out, to frustrate us of our good 
purpose, and hinder them trom the perform- 
ance of that service, which they owe to us and 
to our whole kingdom; whereof when the 
country shall come to be truly informed, they 


business.—It was thereupon ordered, that this 
Letter from his maj. shall be here entered in the 
house; and that every one that will may have 
copies thereof. : 

Sir Edw. Coke saith, that we have now, by 
this last message, as he conceiveth, an allow- 
ance of our Privileges, which indeed are our’s 
by law, by custom, by precedent, and by act of 
parl. That he thinketh, if we did set down our 
privileges and liberties, it would cicar us of all 
those rubs. He wisheth, that himself were a 
sacrifice, so as there were a gu.d und perfect 
correspondency and right understanding be- 
tween the king and the house, as he hopeth 
there is: That one Walter Clerk, being a bur- 
sess tor Chippenham, wu> tined for a riot in 
time of at at the kiny’s suit; which encou- 
raved alco one Rob. Basset to sue the said 
Clerk, on an action of trespass; and also one 
John Payne sued the said Clerk to un outlawry, 
and laid him up in the Fleet: but hereupon 
this house of parl. would do nothing tall they 
had their burgess again, Those of the king's 
side said then, that, ror the king’s suit, “Non 
omittas propter aliquam libertatem,’ and it 
was then also alledged, on the behalf of this 
house, that the king calleth the burgesses here . 
for the service of the kingdom; and if one 
of them may be taken from us, all may like- 
wise by the same right. 

Sir Francis Seymour saith, that there are 
other points, as well as this which his maj. bath 
now by his message cleared,whereof he desueth, 
that we may be cleared also. One of them is 
part of the message, where his maj. saith, he 
takcth himself free and able to punish any mis- 
demeanour in par). as well sitting the pari. as 
otherwise. Another is, that his maj. saith, he 
will maintain our privileges so long as we de- 
serve it, and the privileges which we have by 
uncontrollable precedents enjoyed: whereas 
he thinketh, there are but few precedents ot 
our hberties, which have not been controlled, 
by some of our former kings. He desircth there- 
fore, that a coinmittee may go on to settle our pri- 
vileges, and to let his maj. see precedents, how 
we have formerly enjoyed them, and our right 
to them; especially concerning those parts of 
our privileges, which his maj. bath mentioned 
in his messages and letters. | 
Sir Rob. Phillips saith, that he holdeth ita 
discommendable thing, for any man to lurk 
under the shifting ambiguity of equivocal 
words; but all ought to speak, when, by plain 
words, he seeth cause ministered: that the 


king’s last Letter to the Secretary hath not yet 
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satisfied; and he thinketh, there are some things 
in his maj.’s Letter, that dutifully may be con- 
sidered ot; and he would have us now only in- 
sist ou the rectitying and settling of our privi- 
leges; for thereby shall we be able, at another 
tinie, to go on with businesses here the better, 
and with less rubs; and also give good satifac- 
tion to the country, that we have left vur pre 
vileges and liberties settled. 


Mr. Recorder saith, that it is q great grace’ 


and favour, that the king hath sq much descend- 
ed tu sive us ratistacuon, by an explanation of 
himuselt. And he believeth, that our privileges 

re now free, and 1s glad to hear the king say, 
that he taketh himself bound to maintain our 
privieges and liberties. hat the king saith, 
we shall enjoy all our rights and privileges 
which we can claim; and that, of grace, he 
will add to it, if we shall deserve it. He would 
not have our privileges brought into writjng; 
for then, if we leave out any thing, we exclude 
purselves from the rest; for the king willsay, 
if we had any more privileges, we would have 
qlaimed and expressed it in that writing. He 
would have a Protestation entered here for the 
better satisfaction and settling of our privileges, 
He would have us go on with bills for the good 
of the commonwealth, and that thereby we 
may unite and knit the affections of the king 
and his people. * oO 
" Sic Nath, Rich would have those Privileges, 
which we conceive have been touched, and 
seem to have been infringed, during this parl. 
to be set down, that we may shew what right 
we have to them, and how we think they have 
been im:eached, and to strengthen them by 
precedents or atherwise; and for this would 

ave a committee appointed. 
~ Sir Geo. Moore thivketh, the king hath given 
us good satisfaction for our privileges, And, 
Since we have had so many adjournments, and 
yet no bills have been passed, he would have us 
enter here our protestation for our privileges, 
and then go on with bills, far the conclusion of 
a@sessions. = 

Sir Edw. Cecil would have us go an with the 
bills and business of the house if it be but to 
~ shew our thankfulness to his maj. for his grarci- 
ous message; but would principally have us 
appoint a committee ta consider of our privi- 
leges. He is glad to see by a precedent, even 
now shewed by sir E. Coke shat it hath been 
an ancient use, that on discontent, the house 
am used to be silent, and it ig now no new 
thing. nt | 
My. Tho, Crewe saith, that we have now more 
need of a committec to consider of our Privi- 
leges, than we had before; for, on so great a 
matter, he would not have us conclude any 
thing, till a committee hath considered of it. 
It may be, that some make themselves music 
Without discord, and therefore he would have 
us do our best to establish a concord, He 
- would have it entered here in the house, that 
our privileges are our undoubted right and in- 
heritance, and this to be done by protestation. 
He would have a general committes appointed 
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to clear us of those things we are charged by 
his mg).’s last Letter to mr. Secretary; where- 
in’ we ure said to use “ antinjenarchical words, 
and curious shifts, maliciously found out, &c.” 
and this, he unjnketh, will further the business 
of the house. | 

Sir Dud. Digges would nat have us to stick 
on the particular words of his ma).’s Letter ; 
for that were to make the sovereignty of the 
king, and the privileges and duty of the subject 
to strike against each other; which we ought 
by all means to avoid. He would have us by 
our actions, in going on with business, give hig 
maj, thanks for his coming so near to us, by 
this his last Letter, wherein he doth so graciously 
explain himself: and would have a select, but 
not a general committee to go on with the con- 
sideration of our privileges; but would also 
have us go on with bills and business, 

Mr. Chancellor of the Dulchy protesteth, 
that the king’s heart is righted to us (be saith, 
he speaketh what he knoweth, coming lately 
from the king) and that it is pow in the power 
of us to make this the happiest parliament 
that cyer was, | 

Mr, Glanvile saith, that this last Letter to 
the Secretary is a very gracious letter, but 
withal it is a very wise and a very wary letter. 
He would have a Declaration made here in the 
louse, that we have, and ought to enjoy, these 
particulars, (and so name im the Declaration 
those of our privileges, which have been la- 
boured this parl. to have been impeached) and 
also to claim all our other privileges and liber- 
ties whatsoever in general wérds, 

Mr, Sccretary saith, that he thinketh, that 
the king’s command for our going on with bills, 
was no-ways restrictive, but that we should go 
on with bills amongst other businesscs, and that 
this command was not any infringement of our 
privileges. 

Mr, Sulicitor saith, that we, in our Petition, 
desired the king favourably to interpret our 
words and petition; and he thinkeih it fit, we 

Should lay a law on ourselves, not to take ex- 
ceptions at the words in his maj.’s Letter. He 
would have us, at a committee, recollect all 
those things, which were the occasions of our 
stop, and the reasons why we sopped on them; 
and then to set down, that, having received 
his maj,’s last letter, we are cleared thereof; 
and so to go on with other business of the house. 
‘ Mr. Serj. Ashiey would have here entered a 
Protestation for our Privileges, as the house 
did in 1 Jac. and so to goon with bills and 
other businegs of the house, since the king hath 
so well explained himself. | 

Mr. Hackwill saith that the privileges of the 
house are the steps that bring us-up hither; and 
here are our grievances to be heard, and here 
to be relieved: that it will be Ul! news when the 
country shall hear that we have lost the Privi- 
leges of this house. The Privileges of this 
house are called the Custom of the Commons 
of this house, and the Custom of England; the 

rivileges which we claim, especially that for 
reedom of Speech, are the very essence of a 
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parl. There is a statute 2 H. 5. wherein it is 
written, that the Privileges of this house ure the 
anheritance of the subject: that till 1H. 4. the 
Commons did not make anv Protestation, by 
their Speaker, for their Privileges. And it was 
after disliked, that any such Protestation was 
gaaic, and so lett off all 27 Eliz. when such 
a provestation, by way of petition, for our en- 
Jeyimens of our liberties and privileges, and for 
freedom of speech, began again to be used by 
the Spea‘er of this house. But he would not 
have this house henceforth to use any such pro- 
testation, at the beginning of the parl. but have 
it left out, for we see the inconveniences that 
follow it; for that makes the king conceive, we 
hold it by the grace and permission of princes, 
and net as our inher@ance, He doubreth, 
whether the precedent of the Protestation 
(made here in the house) for our privileges, in 
1 Jac. be entered or no, and thereture he 
would have the committee consider of it. 

Sir Wan. Stroude would have us send those 
of the council, to desire the king that we may 
be adjourned till atter the holidays, and that 
then we may mect again (as soon as it pleaseth 
his maj.) atter Christmas: tor it 1s naw impos- 
aibie to have a sessions before Christmas, 

Sw Eda. Coke would have us make a Pro- 
testation tor our Privileges: That he can tell 
us whto both houses did sit in parl. together, 
both the lords and the commons: ‘That tne de- 
snand of the privileges of this house, by the 
Speaker was afier they beean to he questioned : 


ond, atiirst, when the demand of the privileges | 


was made to the kings of this realm, it used to 
be done still at the first meeting of the parl. ; 
aud in this manner, that, if the house might 
not have their privileges and hberties, they 
would sit sitent. Je would have us inake our 
protestation tor our privileges, and then send 
the same to the king, that he mav sec it. 

Tt was then ordered, that a Committee of 
the whole house shall consider of all the mat- 
ters and things concerning the Privilezes and 
Jaberties of the House, and all things incident 
thereunto; shall sit tomorrow morning. 

Sir Tio. Wenteorth would have the house 
full again into a parliamentary course, to avoid 
ull scandals and imputations of sullenness laid 
on the house. 

Tne King’s Letter to Mr. Speaker.| Dec. 18. 
Mr. Speaker informed the Louse that he had re- 
ceived the following Letter trom the King: viz. 


“ To our trusty and well-beloved sir Tho. 
Richardson, knt. Speaker of our Com- 
mons’ House of Parliament.” 


“ Mr. Speaker.—Wherens, at the humble 
suit of our house of commons, we condcscend- 
ed tomake this meeting a sessions before Christ- 
mits ; to which purpose we gave them tine un- 
tl Saturday next, in case they would scriously 
upply themselves to that end; and hkewise 
since, out of aur grace, and to take away all 
mistakings, by our letters directed to our se- 
erctary, we were pleased so tully and clearvy 
to explain oursell, im the point of maintaining 
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all lawful Privileges te our said house, which ,. 
since we cannot hear hath had the wished effect, 

in making them spend this short time in pre- 

paring things most necessary turasessivns: We | 
have thought good once more clearly, by this, 

to inpart our mind unto them; which is, that 

in respect of the expectation, after this so long 

& meeting in purl. as also, that the generality 

for the most part rather judge things by the 

outward effects, than enter intu the causes of 
them; We have an earnest desire to make this 

a sessions, to the end that our good and loving 

subjects may have some taste, as'well of our 

grace and goodness towards them, by our free 

Pardon, and good Laws to be passed ; as they 

have had, ‘both by the great and unusual ex- 

ample of justice, since this meeting, and the 

so many eases and comforts given unto them 

by proclamation. And therctore, calling to 

mind, that the passing of the Subsidy, an act 

for Continuance of Statutes, and the Pardon, 

are the three most pressing businesses, to be 
effected before the end of the sessions, we wish 

thei, that, as we have given order tor the 

Pardon to go on, with all expedition, so they 
presently go in hand with the act for Continu- 
ance of Statutes. As for the Subsidy, though 
time presseth much, yet, if they find it can not 
bow conveniently be done, we will not make 
that any way an impediment to the good, which 
we desire our people sliould teel by making this 
a session. Thus much we thought good to give 
them to understand; and withal to assure them, 
thar, if they shall not apply themselves instant- 
ly to prepare the aforesaid things, tor our royal 
assent, against Saturday next, we will, without 
expecting any farther answer from them, con- 
strue, by their sluckness, that they desire not a 
sessions; andin such case we must give a larger 
time, for their returning homeward, to such 
of both houses, as are to go into their coun- 
tries,to keep hospitality among their neighbours 
in this time of recess. 9 Given at our court at 
Theobald’s, the 17th of Dec. 1621.” 


Mr. 1¥rston saith, that this is a most gracious 
Letter, whereby his maj. desireth a sessions, 
and relinqnisheth his own protit, so there may 
he a sessions: That the Pardon will do as much 
good after Christmas, if this may be an adjourn- 
ment. He thinketh it impossible to prepare 
the bill of Continuance ayainst Saturday. fle 
would theretore have us petition the king, that 
this may be an adjournment, and no sessions ; 
and to set down the reasons of our delay, and 
not proceeding with bills. 

Sir Rob. Phillips would have us remember 
where we stood yesterday, and what we ap- 
pomted concerning our Privileges, and, if we 
then thought a committee fit to consider of our 
privileges, he would have it now stand, and 
that chat cominittce may consider of our privr- 
leces accordingly, and also of this Letter from 
lis may.; that we may express with joy our 
hamble thanktulness to his may, for his gracious 
Letter, and our duty to the countcy for which 
we serve, by providing for our privileges. 
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Mr. Solicitor offereth a short bill for to cone 
tinue all the statutes that depend on Continu- 
ances: because the bili of Continuance and 
Repeal of Statutes may, peradveuture, ask too 
lung a debate for so short a time. And he 
saith, the Pardon is also ready. Le saith, he 
thought it his duty to acquaint the house with 
thus much, that it may consider thercof, and 
oo as in their wisdom shall be thouglit most 

t. 

- The house then resolved, that this was a 
gracious Letter, and that the house held it tit 
to give his maj. thanks for it. 

Mr. “ho. Crewe saith, that this Letter is full 
of oil, and ‘non est dignus datis, qui non est 
gratus dandis,’ He thiaketh it will be good 
husbanding of our time, against our next mcet- 
ng, if we now, by a committee, settle: our 
Privilezes: then we may go on, without inter- 
Paption, with the hills which are here: That 
we cannot possibly pass the bill of Continuance 
of Statutes, in 3 days; for-it will ask a day’s 
labour for two good scriveners to engross it, and 
rt will ask here some debate before it pass, He 
would have us go on with the comuittee for 
our Privileges. 

Mr. Noye saith, itisimpossible, that we should 
prepare, in so short tine, the bill of Continu- 
ance. He saith, that there are many things 
eS away by patents and leases by the 
sing, which bis maj. in Ins Pardon, doth men- 
tion to pardon: but, being granted away be- 
fore, they are not parduned by the gencral 
pardon; and therefore he would have us (bhe- 
fore the Pardon come here) appomit a coin- 
mittee, to see what is granted away, that was 
used to be pardoned, and that we may let his 
ma}. see how his grace is forestulled by such 
patentees. He would have a coinimittce to 
consider of our Privileges, and of our thanks to 
his maj. for his gracious Letter, and to set down 
therein the reasons, why we do not, or rather 
cannot, proceed tor a sessions. 

. It was then ordered, that the former com- 
mittee of the whole house, appornted to con- 
sider uf the Privileges of the house, shall also 
consider of the best course to give his maj. 
thanks for his gracious Letter and satisfaction 
that we cannot go on with businesses for a ses- 
sions, at this tre. Mr. Sveaker, by order, 
went out of the clair, and the house sat a3 a 
committee, mr. serj. Ashley in the chair. 

Sir Kob. Phillips yould have our humble 
thanks to his maj. to have place before that 
of our Privileges; and thata select commuittec 
should consider of it, so as we may end it 
against to-morrow morning. 

Mr. Glanvile would have our humble thanks 
to his maj. and our presenting to him the rea- 
sons, that we could not makea sessions, finished 
to-night and sent away ; lest we give opportu- 
nity to the adversaries ofthis house, to suggest 
to his ma}. some misinterpretation of the rea- 
sons of our not proceeding for a sessiuns, ac- 
cording to his maj.’s Letter. 

Sir Edw. Coke would have our Answer to 
the kiug’s Jetter to consist of two points: 1. 
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Of our humble thanks for his gracious Letter : 
| 2. To protcst our loyalty and dutiful affection 
to his maj.: but would not have us touch any 
thing on inisinformatiun or misinterpretation. 

A Select Committee of four was accordingly 
appointed to go presently, to draw up an An- 
| swer to the king’s Letter, wiih all expedition ; 
‘and are to consider of the two points, whereut 
‘sir Edw. Coke spake, and to set down some 
| reasons, why the house should not go tor- 
| ward with business for a sessions. The rest of 
the Grand Committce, proceeded in the mean 
time, with the debate on Privileges. 

Sir Kob. Pailups saith, that, if our persons 
be not safe after parl. but that we are com- 
mitted for what we say in parl. we are not 
then in safety here, neither shall we speak 
treely our minds: tbat, if (as it hath been here 
vouched) our Privileges are our birthnght and 
inheritance, then is his maj. bound te Ice us en- 

Joy them, as we are bound to his maj.: that bis 
inaj. said, that there is a difference between an 
| absolute king, and a politic king, as hinself 1s: 
and his majesty taketh an oath, at his coro- 
nation, to maintain our privileges; and then 
his maj. said, be was bound to maintain our 
privilezes, We are to be the more caretul of 
| our liberties, because they are easily lost, ditti- 
cult to be kept, and almost impossible to be re- 
covered, He would biuve us view all the king’s 
letters and messages, whereby we conceive our 
liberties have been impeached; and also to 
search out precedents, to see, what hath been 
done in the like eases. He would have us set 
down both precedents, and the reasons of those 
privileges, which we conceive to have been 
violated or mpcached : and would have us take 
some course to demonstrate the same to the 
king, by petition or otherwise ; and that atter- 
wards we make, and enter here our Protesta- 
rion, both for those privileges, and all the rest 
of our privileges. 

Mr. Noye would have us resort to the pre- 
cedent of 1. Jac. which was made on a like 
impeachment of our liberties; and, if that be 
a remedy well enough done, then he would have 
us do the same aruin in this case; brit, if it be 
not well done that then we strengthen our’s 
wherein the other was defective. Le saith, 
that long arguing argues a doubt, and we are 
out of doubt of the right of our privileges ; and 
theretore would have us go on briefly to recol- 
lect what we think hath been impeached, and 
then apply onr remedics. 

Mr. Adailct saith; that by the same reason, 
that the king doth command as to goon with 
bills, by the same reason may he command us 
not to goon with bills: that the king: may pu- 
nish any capital misdemcanours in pari. but 
not ‘other interior nusdemcanours sviaich rre 
punishable by the parl.: the king may sue any 
privileged man in any of his maj.s courts, 
notwithstanding his privilege ; but it is other- 
wise, ff bis maj. sue a member of the parl..3n 
| 
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time of part. for it is the privilege ef this house 
first to censure olfenders here, if the offence 
be nat capital, 
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Sir Tho. Wentworth would not have us de- | yet, when we are called, we are, without lith- 
bate, at this time; of the right and privilege | tation, to deal in what business ourselves think 


which the house hath, to debate of matter of 
War, and the Marriage of the Prince ; because 
we did, in dur former Petition, decline the 
further meddling therein ; but would have us 
stand on it that our Privileges are our right and 
inheritance, and that it is at our election, tg go 
on with bills or other businesses. 

Mr, Wentworth saith, that he never yet tead 
of any thing that was not fit for the considera- 
tion of a parl.; and, if there be a negative 
bound, or ne plus ultra set in any matter of 
pari. then he wisheth it may be known, that we 
may know our bounds. 

Petition of Thanks to the King.] Mr.Speaker 
going into the chair, mr. Serj. Ashley reported 
the Petition of Thanks to the King; in hec 
verba: : 

“ Mav it please your most excellent Ma- 
jesty ;—We, your most loyal and humble sub- 
jects, the knights, citizens and burgesses of 
your Commons’ House of Parhament, having 
this morning, to our great comfort, heard your 
maj.’s Letter, sent to our Speaker, full of grace 
and goodness to us and all your people, have 
thought it our duty, forthwith, to return our 
most humble and hearty thanks to your sacred 
maj. fur so royal a favour vouchsafed unto 
us. And we do humbly beseech your maj. to 
be truly informed from us, that, although we 
have been very dcsirous, in our duty to your 
maj. who called us to this service, and to our 
country, for whom we serve, to have some good 
laws now to have been passed ; and that there 
might have been a sessions before Christmas, 
to which your maj. upon our huwble Petition, 
was graciously pleased to give way ; yet, entering 
now into a serious consideration of the nature 
of those things, which must of necessity be pre- 
pared for the finishing of a sessions, and the 
straitness of time, whereunto we are driven by 
some unhappy diversions, which have fallen 
upon us, to our great grief; we are enforced 
once again to fly to your maj.’s grace and fa- 
vour, hunbly submitung ourselves to your royal 
wisdomn, what time will be the fittest for our 
departure, and for our re-access, to perfect 
those beginnings, which are in preparation with 
us; which time, by Gud’s grace, we resolve to 
spend with that diligence and care, as shall 
give good satisfaction to your maj. to our coun- 
try, and to our own consciences, that we shall 
make good usc thereof.” 

' This Answer, or Petition of Thanks, was 
then ordered to be engrossed presently, and 
sent to his maj. which being done, the Speaker 
again left the chair, and the debates on the 
Privileges of the house was resumed. | 

Mr. Aéferd would have a select committee 
appointed to consider of the points of such of 
our Privileges, as are impeached, and to draw a 
Protestation for the same Privileges, in parti- 
cular, and also of all the rest, in general. 

Mr. Tho. Crewe saith, that, though the call- 
ing of a parl. and the continuing, prorogation 
aud dissolving of it be in the king’s sole power, 


best; for otherwise shall we not be able to do 
their business, for whom we come hither, which 
is that of the country. He would not have 
this Committee to insist so much on particulars, 
as on the generality of our privileges. 

Sit Edw. Coke would not have us here, at 

,this time, in the handling and debating of our 

privileges, to meddle with War or Mar- 
riage; and would have a sub-committee ap- 
pointed for this: and this sub-committe shall 
consider of all those matters, which are men- 
tioned in the writ of parliament, and also of 
our Liberty of Speech, and of our power to 
punish those that speak too lavishly; and of 
our power to meddle and debate of what we 
shall, of ourselves, think fit—The Heads to be 
considered of by the sub-committee for Privi- 
leges. 1. Concerning Freedom of Specch; and 
therein to treat ‘ de arduis et urgentibus ne~ 
gotlis regni,’ according to the writ of summons, 
whether it be concerning the kiug, or otherwise. 
2. Touching the Liberty of this House to pu- 
nish the misdemeanours of any parliament man 
in parl. for things whereof this house hath cog- 
nisance, whethcr he ought not to be censured 
here*by the house only. 3. Whether, when we 
receive commandment from the king, the house 
shall thereon desist, and not proceed, notwith- 
standing such command, in any business. 
4. Whether oun privileges be not our right 
and iwheritance. 5. That the sub-committee 
shall consider of any thing else, incident to the 
hberty of the house. 6. Whether it be not fit 
for us, to make an expression here in the house, 
that jt is an ancient Privilege of parl. that no 
member of this house shail presume to ac- 
quaint the king with any business in debate 
here, but by order from the whole house, or 
from the Speaker. 

Tt was he ordered, that a sub-committee 
shall reduce all these Heads, which have been 
propounded, into the form of a Protestation; 
and that they shall render an account, and 
their reasons of such things, as they shall think 
not fit to be reduced into a Protestation; and 
the sub-committee is appointed acordingly, and 
is to sit this afternoon in the committee cham- 
ber. The Speaker being in the chair: it was 
ordered, that the Speaker shalt attend the 
house at 4 of the clock, this afternoon; that, 
the sub-committee having drawn the foresaid 
Heads into the form of a Protestation, and made 
a report thereof to the grand committee, the 
house may (if occasion be) confirm the Pro- 
testation; because otherwise the king might 
command the house to be adjourned, before 
such Protestation be made in the house, and 
so endanger the validity of its privileges and 
liberties, in those points, wherein they have 
seemed to be impeached at this meeting; viz. 
in those Heads before ordered to be considered 
of by the sub-committte. 

Protestation of the Commons concerning Pri- 
vileges.} Dec. 18. p.m. Mr. Serjeant Ashley, 
from the sub-committee, presented to the house, 
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the following draught of the protestation con- 
cerning the Privileges of the oats: VIZ. 

“¢ The Commons, now assembled in pari. being 
justly occasioned thereunto, concerning sundry 
Liberties, Franchises, Privileges, and Jurisdic- 
tions of Parliament, amongst others not hercin 
mentioned, do make this Protestation follow- 
ing :—That the Liberties, Franchises, Privileges 
and Jurisdictions of Parliament, ure the ancient 
and undoubted birthright and inheritance of 
the subjects of England; and that the arduous 
and urgent affairs concerning the king, state, 
and the defence of the realm, and of the 
church of England, and the making and main- 
tenance of laws, and redress of mischiets and 
grievances, which daily happen. within this 
realm, are proper subjects and matter of coun- 
sel and debate in parliament: and that in the 
handling and proceeding of those busincsses 
every member of the house hath, and of right 
ought to have Freedom of Speech, to propound, 
treat, reason and bring to conclusion the same: 
that the Commons in Parliament have like 
liberty and frecdom to treat of those matters, 
in such order, as, in their judgments shall seem 
fittest: and that every such member of the said 
house hath like freedom from all impeachment, 
imprisonment and molestation (other thau by 
the censure of the house itsclf) for, or con- 
cerning any bill, speaking, reasoning or de- 
claring of any matter or matters, touching the 
parliament or parliament business; and that, if 
any of the said inembers be complained of, 
and questioned for any thing said or done in 

arliament, the same is to be shewed to the 
Ling by the advice and assent of all the com- 
mons asscinbled in parliament, before the king 

ive credence to any private information.” 

- The Speaker being in the chair: it was then 
ordered, that this Protestation shall be entcred 
in the Journal of the house, and there to remain, 
as of record. And accordingly it was so en- 
tered, sitting the house, between 5 and 6 of the 
clock at night, by candle-light. 

The King’s Answer tothe Petition of Thanks. ] 
Mr. Chancellor of the Dutchy reported, in 
Answer tu the Petition of Thanks and Excuse, 
which we yesterday sent by him and others to 
his maj. that he and the rest of the messengers 
yesterday attcnded the king, according to the 
command of the house, and had shortly after 
their comiug to the court access to his maj. and 
that the king’s Answer to the Petition was as fol- 
loweth :—That he was sorry that this could 
not be made a session, according to the desire 
of this House, expressed in our late Petition 
preferred to his maj. to which he had most 
willingly assented: that the house knew there 
was no fault in his maj. who, observing the 
needless impediments, upon which we took 
occasion to stay our proceedings, had often ad- 
monished us not to lose time; first, by mr. Se- 
cretary Calvert, and afterwards by three sundry 
Letters and Answers. But, since the house 
' Conceived the straitness of time (which ourselves 
had drawn upon us) was such, as it would per- 
fait nothing to be done at this time, his maj. 

Vor. 1. 
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said, he had given order to adjourn tho parl. 
tl the 8th of Feb. next, which was the tirst day 
ius ina). had turmerly appointed tur our mect- 
ing together, His maj. likewise said, that he 
could not oinit to tell us, that he expected other 
thanks from the house, than we sent him, at 
this time; namely, for his gracious promises, to 
be as carcful to mauitain our Privileges, as his 
maj."8 Own sovereign prerogative; first con- 
tained in his Answer to vur Petition, and atter- 
wards as clearly explained and enlarged by his 
maj.’s next Letter to mr. secretary Calvert, as 
his wit, for our safety, satisfaction and advantage 
could possibly devise.” Mr. Chancellor added 
withal, that the king secmed well pleased, 
and said, that our petiuon was a manuerly 
and well penned petition. 

The King’s Memorial on striking the Pro- 
testution of the Commons out of their Journal 
Book.] The above Protestation of the Com- 
mons concerning their Privileges was, as be- 
fore stated, entered of Record in the Journals 
of the house. But how the king relished it 
will best appear, by his sending for the Journal 
book of the Commons, in Council, and striking’ 
out this Protestation with his own hands ;* and 
by the following Memorial, which was pub- 
lished a few days after: . 

“© Tfis most excellent maj. coming this day 
to the Council, the prince his highuess, and all 
the lords and others of his maj.’s privy council 
situng about him, and all the judges then in 
London, which were 6 in number, there attend- 
ing upon his maj.; the clerk of the commons 
house of parliament was called for, and com- 
manded to produce his Journal-Book, wherein 
was noted, and entries made of most passages 
that were in the commons house of parl.; and 
amonst other things there was written down 
the Form of a Protestation concerning sundry 
Liberties, Privileges, and Franchiscs of Parlia- 
ment; with which Form of Protestation his 
maj. was justly offended. Nevertheless his 
maj. In & most gracious manner, there ex- 
pressed, That he never meant to deny the 
house of commons any lawful privileges that 
ever they had enjoyed; but whatsoever privi- 
leces or hberties they had by any law or sta- 
tute, the same should be imviolably preserved 
unto them; and whatsoever privileges they ene 
joved by custom, or uncontrolled and lawful 
precedent, his maj. would be careful to pre 
serve. But this Protestation of the commons’ 
house, so contrived and carried as it was, his 
inay. thought fit to be razed out of all Memo= 
rials, and utterly to be annihilated; both ia 
respect of the manner by which it was gained, 
and the matter therein contained. For the 
manner of getting it, first, in respect of the 
time: for after such time as his ma}. out of his 
princely grace, and to take away all mistakings, 
had directed his Letters to secretary Calvert, 
dated at Royston, 16 Dec. and therein had so 
expliined himself, in the point of maintaining 


* It appears by the printed Journals that 1t 
ig either erazed or torn out. : 
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Further Proceedings in the case of sr Juha 
Bennet.] Tt may be asked, What was become 
sir John Benuct's affair, which was extered in- 
to with so much warmth at the last sitting of 
parl. but we hear no mare of it in this, than his 
making his appearance to save his bail, and 
being aricred to attend from day to day; 
which proved so tedious, that sv John petition- 
ed the house cither to be tried, ordischarged 
from so close an attendance. This was not 
complied with, and he was oblived to wait, 
without anf trial, tillthe 17th of Dec. on which 
day it heing signified to the house, that sir 
John was so sick that he could not, without 
great dauger ot his life, make his personal ap- 
pearance, it was agreed that the said sir Joba 
should stand upon his bail for his appearance, 
but not to incur any danger of forfeiture for 
bis non-appearance, at this time, by reason of 
his indisposition. ‘Thereupon the Lord Kecper 
acquainted the house, That many petiuong 
were exhibited, every morning, against the said 
sir John, which were much called upop. Tt 
was agreed, ‘That, lest the justice and care of 
this hause, to question the said sir John for the 
same, may be doubted of, notice shall be given 
to the petitioners, that this time was designed 
for yreater affairs, and too short now to pro- 
ceed against him upon those complaints; but 
that the lords did resolve, at the next access, 
to procecd against bim effectually.” As thi 
next inceting never took ea in this reign, it 
is very probable, if sir Joba did not die of this 
illness, that he got off his trial and censure by 
the confusion of the times; for his bail would 
he discharged in course, at the dissolution of the 
Parliament. 

Proceedings against sir J. Bouchier for as 
persing the lord keeper Williams.] Sir Jolin 
Bouchicr, a Yorkshire knight, had presented a 
Petition to the Lords, on the 3d ot Dec. com- 
plaining of some indirect dealing in the lord 
keeper of the great seal, for not giving a suth- 
cient hearing to a cause of bis ip chancery, and 
retusing to re-hear the same. The Lords took 
this petition inte consideration, for several days 
torcther; and, after examining several witnes- 
scs, pro and con, came, at last, to this Resolu- 
tion on the question, That the lord keeper was 
freed from any precipitate or hasty hearing of 
sir John Bouchier’s cause, as was alledged in 
his petition. And, on a second question, 
was agreed, That the said sir John should re- 
ceive some censure or punishment for the same. 
—<Accordingly, Dec. 12. the Sentence against 
sir Jolm was assented to, viz. “ That he sbould 
make an acknowledgment, in their house, and 
in chancery, of his fault; and that he should 
be imprisoned.” But the lord kceper sa nes 
That the said sir John behaved himself well an 
temperatcly, at the hearing of bis cause 2 
chancery, and besceching their Lordships & T- 
mit the acknowledgment of bis fault ip wat 
court, and likewise his imprisonment; the 
Lords highly commended the. lord keeper's cles 
mency, and remitted both. Thensiy Jobn be 
ing brought to the bar, and bis Acknowledge 


the Privileges of the house of commons, as that 
most of the said house rested fully satisfied, 
and treed trom auy scruple of baving their li- 
berties impeached : and after that, by his maj.’s 
Letters, directed to the Speaker, 18th Dec. be- 
ing Tuesday, his maj. at the humble suit of the 
house of commons, condescended to make this 
mecting a session before Christmas, and for 
that purpose had assigned Saturday following : 
now, upon this very Tuesday, and while the 
inessengers from the house of commons were 
with his maj. at Theobald’s, to return thanks 
unto his maj. and therewith an excuse from 
thei not to make it a session, in respect of the 
strait of time whereunto they were driven; 
which deferment his maj. admitted of at their 
desires, and thereupon gave order for the ad- 
journment of the parl, until the 8th of Feb. 
next, which was the first day formerly appoint- 
ed by his maj. for the meeting togetber of the 
ar].: and whilst their messengers were with 
is maj. and had received a gracious Answer 
to return unto their house; even that after- 
noon, a committee was procured to be made 
for taking their Libertics into consideration : 
and this afternoon a Protestation was made 
(to whom, appears not) cancerning their liber- 
ties; and at six o'clock at might, by candle- 
light, the same Protestation was brought into 
the house by the committce; and at that time 
of night it was called upon to be put to the 
question, there not being the third part of the 
house then present; whereas in all matters of 
weicht, their usual custom is, to put nothing of 
importance to the question, till the house he 
full: and at this time many of them that were 
resent, expected the question would have 
fen deferred to another day, and a fuller 
house; and some then present stood up to 
have spoken to it, but could not be scen or 
heard iv that darkness and confusion.—Now 
for the matter of the Protestation, it is penned 
in such ambiguous and general words, as may 
serve for future times to invade most of the 
rights and prerogatives annexed to the impe- 
rial crown; the claim of some Privileges be 
ing grounded upon the words ‘of the writ for 
asseinbling the parl. wherein some words, viz. 
Arduis Regni, are cunningly mentioned ; but 
the word guibusdam, which restraineth the ge- 
nerality to such particular cases, as his miaj. 
pleaseth to consult with them upon, is pur- 
posely omitted. These things considered, his 
maj. did, this present day, in full assembly of 
his Council, and m the presence of the judges, 
declare the said Protestation to be invalid, an- 
nulled, void, and of no effect: and did further, 
manu sua propria, take the said Protestation 
out of the Journal Book of the clerk of the 
commons house of parliament; and command- 
ed an act of council to be made thereupon, 
and this act to be entered in the register of 
council-causes.—Whiteball, Dec. 30, 1621.” 
Having now brought down the Procecdings 
of the Commons to the end of this parliament, 
we shall shortly revert to what was passing du- 
ring this period in the House of Lords, 
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ment, ready drawn up, beimre delivered to him, 
he kneeling, said, “ fy Lords, in obedience to 
the Jucdomcnt of this House, | humbly submit 
thyself; and then read the same in these 
words: “ Whereas, by the howourable Sentence 
of the lards spiritaal and temporal, I stand con- 
weted of a great inisdemeanour, for taxing and 
Jaying an imputation on the lord keeper of the 
great senl of Eugland; I do in all humbleness, 
acknowledye the justice of that their Sentence, 
and also mine own fault and offence, and am 
heartily sorry therefore; I do, therefore, crave 
pardon, both of your lordships, in general, and 
of the lord keeper, in particular.”—Then, being 
commanded to staid up, the lord keeper told 
him, That, at his request, the Lords did remit 
the Acknowledyment to be made in chance- 
ry, «und also his imprisonment: for which the 
said sir John most humbly thanked their lord- 
ships, and particularly the lord keeper. But, 
aotwithstanding the mildness of this Sentence, 
for traducing the then principal officer of state, 
this man lived in the next reign, not oly to 
vote the House of Lords out of doors, but also 
te einbrue his hands in his sovereign’s blvod, as 
will be seen in the sequel. 

| Fhe Lords propose a meeting with the Com- 
mons on the Supply.| Dee. 14. Things being 
ya @ confused state, already mentioned, between 
the king and the house of commons, and no 
Kkelihood of a Supply frem that quarter, a mo- 
tion was made in the House of Lords, by the 
lord Digby, te put the Commons in mind, 
“ That this session was called to provide a pre- 
sent support for the Palatinate, as was deli- 
vered, by message from his maj. unto both 
houses, at the beginning thervef.” His lordship 
Kkkewise said, “That he had since reteived 
many advertisements ef the great and present 
danger the Palatinate was then in; as well by 


the army of the duke of Bavaria, in pursuit of 


count Mansfield, as also by the army of that 
count, whe came for the defence of the Palati- 
rate, if he be not speedily supplied with means 
from hence to support it: hecause that country 
was not able to pry the soldicrs, ner tn feed so 
great an army; which must be in great dis- 
tress for want ofeuch relief. That divers terms 
ef peace had been offered the count, verv fair 
for himself; yet he would not hearken to any, 
30 lone as he hoped to be relieved from Eng- 
land, and might in any reasonable time, be as- 
sured thereut. Which advertiseincnts of the 
danger and hope of the Palatinate, his lordship 
shought good, in discharge of his duty to the 
hing, to acquaint their lordships with, that they 
might take the same into their consideration.” 
The lords having duly weighed the matter, it 
was agreed, That there shall be a meeting with 
the house of commons concerning the narration 
made by the lord Digby. And it was also a- 
ed, That, at the said theeting, the lord 
eeper shall first make an introduction, and the 
Fnrd Digby shall proceed in his narration to the 
Comthuns, Then the lord Digby desired to be 
directed by the house, ur a committee, in his 
Barration;.aud it was oidéred, ‘Fhut his lord- 


ship should put down the beads thereat in writs 
lng against the next morning: a’ which tune 
it was avain aereed, That it showld be delivers 
edas a narrative only.—ut no sessive for this 
inteung Was ever scnt to the Commons; tor, 
on the 18thofDec. his roval highness the Prince 
presented a Commission, from the king, for 
the adjournment of this parl, ta the Sth of Feb. 
ensuing, 

Proctamation setting farth the King’s Rea- 
sons for dissolving the Parliament.) But before 
the day arrived to which the part. was adjourne 
ed, the King thonght proper to issue a Procla~ 
ination, for the dissalution of it, containing Lis 
reasons for so doing. ‘The following is a copy 
of the said Proclamation as giveu in Rynet’s 
Feedera, vol. xvii. p. 344. 


_“ A Proclamation for dissolving this present 
Parliament. 


“ Albeit the assembling, continuing, and dis» 
solving of Parliament, be a prerogative so pe~ 
culiarly belonging to our imperial erown, and 
the times and seasuns thereot sa absolutely in 
our own power, that we need not give accouns 
thereof uuto any; yet, according to our cons 
tinual custom to make our guod subjects ac- 
quammted with the reasons of all dur public res 
solutions and actions; we have thought it ex~ 
pedient at this time tu declare, not only oup 
pleasure and resolution therein, grounded upon 
mature deliberation, with the ie and unis 
form consent of our whole privy-council, but 
therewith aso, to nute some syrecial Proceed 
ings moving us to this resolution; and that 
chicfly to this end, that ‘as God, so the world 
nay witness with us that 18 was our intent to 
have made this the happiest parl. that ever was 
In our tine; and that the lett aad impedimens 
thereof being discerned, all nusunde:standings 
and jeulousies night be removed ; and all out 
people inay know and believe that we are as 
tar from imputing any of those ill accidents, 
that have happened in pari. to any want of 
nevleet of duty or good atection towards us by 
them in general, or by the greater or bettcr 
number of parliament-men ; as we ave conh- 
dent, the true causes discovered, they will be 
far frou imputing it to any detault ia us, there 
having in the begiuning of this hite assembly 
passed greater and more infallible tokens of 
love and duty from our subjeets to ts thei 
sovereign, and more remarkable testimonies 
from us of uur princely care and zeal of threit 
welfare, than have been in any pari. met in 
any former age.—This parl. was by us called, 
as formaking good and profitable laws, sotmore _ 
especially in this time of miserable distraction 

oughout Christendom, for the better settling 
of peace and religian, and restormg our child- 
ren to theif anticrnt and lawfal patrimony 5 
which we attempted to procure by peaceable 
treaty, at our own excessive charge, thereby to 
save and prevdht the effusion of Christian blood, 
the miserable effect of war and dissension ; yet, 
with full purpose, if that succceded not, to ree 
cover it by the sword, and, thereture, ws a ne- 
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cessary means conducing to those ends, the 
supply of our treasures was to be provided for. 
~——This parl. beginning in Jan. last, proceeded 
some months with such harmony between us 
aud our people as cannot be paralleled by any 
former tune; for as the hduse of commons at 
the first, both in the manner of their supply 
and otherwise, shewed ercater love and more 
respect than ever any house of commons did 
to us, or, as we think, to any king betore us ; 
so we upon all their complaiuts have alforded 
them such memorable and rare examples of 
Justice as many ages past cannot shew the like ; 
wherein, that we preferred the weal of our 
people betore all particular respects, the things 
themselves do suthciently prove, our justice be- 
ing extended not only to persons of ordinary 
rank and quality, but, even to the prime Officer 
of our kingdom; and, although, after their first 
recess, at Easter, we found that they mispent 
a great dcal of tine, rather upon the enlarging 
of the limits of their liberties, and divers other 
curious and. unprofitable things, than upon the 
framing and proponing of good and _ profitable 
laws; yet, we gave them time and scope tor 
their parliamentary proceedings, and prulong- 
ed the session to an unusual length, continuing 
it until the 28th of May, before we signified 
our purpose for their recess ; and then we de- 
clared that we would make a recess on the 4th 
of June next folowing, but only for a time, and 
in such manncr as mht be without disturb- 
ance to any of the business in band; express- 
ing out of our grace, though we needed not, 
the causes of that our purpose, which were the 
season of the year, usually hot and unfit for 
great assemblies; our progress approaching ; 
the necessity we hud to make use of our coun- 
cil attending in both houses, both to settle our 
weighty affairs of state before we went, and 
to attend us when we went our progress; the 
disfurnishing our ordinary courts of justice so 
many terms together; the long absence of jus- 
tices of peace and deputy-lieutcnants, whose 

resence was needful for making and return- 
ing of musters, and for subordinate government 
of the country: And theretore we appointed 
to adjourn the parl. on the 4th of June, giving 
that warning longer than usual, that they might 
set in order their business, and prepare their 
grievances, which we promised froth ‘to hear 
and answer betore that recess; for presenting 
whereof we appointed them a time.—This 
Message, graciously intended by us, was not so 
well entertained by some, who in a short time 
dispersed and spreadtheir jealousies unto others, 
and thercby occasioned discontentunent in the 
house, for being adjourned without passing of 
bills; yet made not their address to us as was 
meet, but desired a Contcrence with the 
‘Lords, and at that Conterence, the 29th day 
of May, under colour of desiring to petition us 
for some further time to perfect and pass some 
special bills, were imboldened 1®t only to dis- 
pute, but to refel all the reasons that we had 

iven for the adjournment; which being made 
Gcowa unto us, we again signitied our pleasure 


to both houses, that on the 4th day of June the 

parl. should rise, but we would then give our 

royal assent to such bills as were or should be 

ready and fit to be then passed, continuing all 

other businesses in the state they were, by a 

special act to be framed for that purpose.—The 

Lords with all duty and respect submitted to 

our Resolution, passed the act, and sent it with 

special recommendation to the House of Com- 

mons; but they neither read it nor proceeded 

with business, but forgetting that the tame was 

ours und not theirs, continued their discontent, 

as they pretended, for being so soon dismissed, 

—We, though it were strange to observe such 

averseness for our resolving, upon such weigh- 

ty reasons, that wherein we needed not be 
measured by any other rule but our own 

princely will, yet were contented to descend 

trom our riyht, to alter our resulution, and to 
continue the session for a fortuight more, where- 
in they might perfect such public bills as were 
esteemed of most importance ; fur which pur- 
pose, we ourself came in person unto the higher 
house of parl. and made offer thercof unto 
them; which being, in effect, as much as the 
Commons had formerly desired, was no sooner 
oftered, but yielding thanks to us, the said 
Commons resolved, the same day, directly con- 
trary to their former desire, to refuse it, and 
to accept our first resolution of an adjournment, 
but attending us at Greenwich presented no 
Grievances.—This inconstancy as we passed it 
by with a gentle admonition, so, for the matter 
of Grievances, as well of England as Ivrelaud, 
we promised to take them into our own care, 
though not presented to us, and really perform- 
ed the sume so far as the time and the advice 
of our council of each kingdom could enable 
us; as is witnessed hy our several Proclama- 
tions published in both realms, as, likewise, in 
granting, at the samc te, those three suits 
which were propounded unto us by the arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, at the request and in the 
name of both the houses ; but, in conclusion, 
the House of Commons making it their choice, 
we made a recess by adjournment of the parl. 
the 4th day of June; though, indeed, we must 
do them this right, that at the said recess, tak- 
ing into their serious consideration the present 
estate of our children abroad and the general 
afflicted estate of the true professors of religion 
in foreign parts, they did, with one upanimous 
consent, in the name of themselves and the 
whole body of the kingdom, make a most dut 
ful and solemn Protestation, That if our pious 
endeavours, by treaty, to procure their peace 
and safety,should not take that good effect which 
was desired in the treaty, whereof they huyme 
bly besought us not to suffer any long delay; 
then upon signification of our pleasure in pari. 
they would be ready to the uttermost of their 
powers both with lives and fortunes to assist us, 
so as that, by the Divine help of Almighty 
God, we might be able to do that b our sword 
which by peaceable courses should not be efy 
fected.— But during the time of this long recess, 
having to our great charges mediated with the 
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emperor by the means of our embassador, the 
Jord Digby, and having found those hopes to 
fail which we had to prevail by treaty; we in 
confidence of the assistance of our peuple, thus 
freely promised and protested in parl. did in- 
stantly shorten the time of the recess, which we 
had before appointed to continue until the 8th 


day of Feb. and did re-assemble our parl. the 


20th day of Nov. last, and made known unto 
them the true state and necessity of our chil- 
dren’s affairs; decluring our resolution unto 
them of taking upon us the defence of our 
children’s patrimony by way of arms, since we 
could not compass it by an amicable treaty, 
and therefore expected the fruit of that their 
Declaration, whereby we were invited unto this 
course.—Wherein, howbcit we are all well satis- 
fied of the 
House of Commons, testified by their ready 
assent to the speedy payment of a Subsidy 
newly to be granted; yet, upon this occasion, 
some particular members of that house took 
such inordinate liberty, not ony to treat of our 
high prerogatives, and of sundry things, that, 
svithout our special direction, were no fit sub- 
jects to be treuted of in parl. but, also, to speak 
with less respect of foreign princes, our allics, 
than was fit for any subject to do of any anoint- 
ed king, tho’ in enmity and hostility with us.— 
And when, upon this occasion, we used some 
reprehension touching those miscarriages, re- 
quiring them pot to proceed but in such things as 
were within the capacity of that house according 
to the continual custom of our predecessors ; 
then, by the means of some evil-affected and 
discontented persons, such heat and distemper 
was rais’d in the house, that, albeit themselves 
had sued unto us for a session, and for a general 
pardon, unto both which, at their carnest suit, we 
assented ; yet, alter this fire kindled, they rejec- 
ted both, and setting apart all businesses of con- 
sequence and weight, notwithstanding our ad- 
wonition and earnest pressing them to go for- 
ward, they either sat as silent, or spent the tnne 
in disputing of Privileges, descanting upon the 
words and syllables of our Letters and Messa- 
ges; which tor better clearing of truth, and sa- 
tisfaction of all men, we are about to publish 
in print so soon as possible we can: and, al- 
though, in our Answer to their Petition, we gave 
them full assurance that we would be as careful 
of the preservation of their Privileges as of our 
ewn royal Prerogative, and in our Explanation 
after sent unto them by our Letters written to 
our Secretary, we told them that we never meant 
to deny them any lawful Privileges that ever that 
house enjoyed iu our Predecessors times, and 
that whatsvever Privileces or Liberties they en- 
joyed by any law or statute should ever be in- 
vivlably preserved by us, and we se ise our pos- 
terity would imitate our footsteps therein; and 
whatsoever Privileges they enjoyed by long cus- 
tom, aad uncontrolled and lawful precedents, 
we would likewise be as careful to preserve them, 
and transmit the care thereof to our posterity ; 
confessing ourselves, in justice, to be bound to 
pyaintain them in their mghts, and, in grace, 


ood inclination of most ae of our 


that we were rather minded to increase that ine 
fringe any of them, if they should so deserve at 
our hands; which might sati-fy any reasonable 
man that we were far from violaung their pri~ 
vileges.—And ultho’, by our Letters, written to 
their Speaker, we advised them to proceed and 
make this a session,to the end our youd and ‘oving 
subjects might have some taste, as well of our 
grace and voodness towards them by our free 
Pardon and good laws to be passed, as they 
had both by the great and unusual examples 
of justice since our meeting, and the so many 
eases and comforts given unto them by Proe 
clamation ; and although we had given order 
for the Pardon to go on, and thai in a more 
gracious and liberal manner than had passed 
m many years betore; and siguitied our wil- 
lingness, that, rather than time should be Yniss 
pent, they might lay aside the thought of the 
Subsidy, and go on with an act for Conunuance 
of Statutes, and the general Pardon: vet all 
this prevailed not to sausty them, either tor 
their pretended Privileges, or to persuade 
them to proceed with bills for the good of 
themselves, and those that sent them. ut as 
the session and pardon were by them well de- 
sired at first, so were they as ul rejected at 
the last; and, notwithstanding the sincerity of 
our protestations not to invade their privileges, 
yet, by persuasion of such as had been the cause 
of all these distempers, they full to carve for’ 
themselves; and pretending, causelesly, to be 
occasioned thereunto, in an unseasonable hour 
ot the day, and a very thin house, comtrary to 
their own customs 10 all matters of weight, con- 
clude and enter a Protestation for their Liber- 
ties, in such ambiguous and gencral words, us 
misht serve for future tunes to invade most of 
our inseparable rglits and prerogative annexed 
to our iinperial crown; whereol, not only in 
the times of other our progenitors, but in the 
blessed reign of our late predecessor, that ree 
nowned queen Elizabeth, we touund our crown | 
actually possessed; an usurpation that the naj. 
of a king can by no means endure.—By all 
which may appear, that, howsoever in the gew 
neral proceedings of that house, there are m 
footsteps of loving and well-uilccted duty to- 
wards us, yet some ill-teinpered spirits, have 
sowed tares among the corn, and thereby frus- 
trated the hope ot that plentiful and good har« 
vest, which might have multiplicd the wealth 
and welfare. of this whole land; and, by their 
cunning diversions, have imposed upon es, a 
necessity of discontinunig this present pari. 
without putting unto it the uame or period of 
a session.—And therefore, whereas the said 
assembly of parl. was, by our commission, ad- 


journed until the 8th day of Feb. now next 


ensuing, we minding not to continue the same 
any longer ; and therefore not holding it fit to 
cause the prelates, noblemen, and states, of 
this our realm, or the knights, citizens and bur- 
gesses of the same parl. to travel thereabout ; 
have thought fit to signify this our resolution, 
with the reasons thereof, unto all our subjects, 
inbabiting in all parts of this realm; williag 
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and requiring the said prelates, noblemen and 
stutes, and also the said knights, catizens, and 
burgesses, and all others to whoin, in this case, 
* shall appertain, that they forbcar to attend 
at the day and place prefixed by the sard ad- 
Journment ; and in so doing they are and shall 
be discharced thereot against us: and we do 
hereby further declare, that the said conven- 
ton of parl, neither is, nor, after the ceasing 
and breaking thereof, shall be, nor ought to be 
esteemed, adjudged, or taken w be, or make 
any session of parl.—And albeit we are at this 
tine entorced to break off this convention of 
parl. yet our will and desire is, that all our sub- 
jects should take notice, for avoiding of ail 
sinister suspicions and jcalousies, that our in- 
teut and full resolution is to govern our people 
in the same manner as our progenitors and 
redecessors, kings and queens of tis realm, of 
oh government, have heretofure done; and 
that we shall he careful, both in our person, 
and by charging oar pnvy couucil, our judges, 
_ and other our mivistcrs, in their several places 
respectively, to distribute true justice and mght 
unto gil our people ; and that we shall be glad 
to lay hold of the first occasion, im due and 
convenient time, which we hope shall not be 
Jong, to call and assemble our purliament, 
with confidence of the true and hearty love 
and affection of our. subjects as either we, or 
any of our progenitors have at any tme here- 
tofure. 
the sixth day of January, 1621. 
Regem.” 
Several Members committed to Prison.{ The 
< jl-tempered spirits” the king alludes to in 
this Proclamation, were several leading mem- 


Per ipsum 


bers of the house of commons; amongst whom, | 


we are told, sir Edw, Coke and sir Rob. Phil- 
lips, were committed to the Tower; and mr 
Selden, mr. Pymme and mr. Mallory to ether 


Orders were given for sealing up the | 


risons. 
fecks and doors of sir Edw. Coke's chambers, 
in Londen, and in the Temple, and for the 
geizing his papers. And the Cowncil, debating 
about the general Pardon that should have 
passed this last parl. had considered about the 


ways of excluding him from that benedit, either | 


by preferring a bill against hint, before the 
publication ef the Pardon, or, by exempting 
this cininent lawyer, by name; for which they 
seid, they had precedents.—As a lighter pu- 
hishment, sw Dudley Digces, sis Th. Crew, sir 
Nath. Rich, and sir James Perrot were sent 
into Ireland, joined in commission with 
_ others, under the great seat of England, for 
mauiring into sundry matters concerning his 
majesty’s service, as Well m the goverment 
ecclesiastic. and civil, as in point of the king’s 
revenues, and otherwise, within that kingdom, 
Sir P. Hayman, of Kent, was sent into the Pa- 
Iatiaate ; and, not long after this, sir John Sa- 
vile, knicht of the shire for the couuty of York, 
who carried all that country at a beck, and a 


powerful inan in the house of commons, was 


made comptroller of the king’s houshold, a pre 
vv counsclior, and, rot long after, a baron. 
See Rushworth, vel 1. p. 45. 
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A new Partiument calied.| The ‘two suc 
ceeding ycars were alinost wholly taken up care 
aing on tire Spanish Match, and the Priace’s 

ourney into Spnia ta effect it. The Prince and 
Buckingham being both returned te England 
from their fruitless expeditiun, and many ex- 
wencies of state requiring it; the king was adé 
vised to call a new periment, notwithstand- 
ing his disagreeable parting with the last. Ac- 
cordingly writs were sent out for one to mect 
at Westininster on the 19th of Feb. 1623, er 
the 21st year of this reign. But betore we ens 
ter into the proceedings of this parkament we 
shall present tte reader with a view of the 
State of the Peerage at this time : 


A List of all the Peers of England, called ta 
Parliament unno 1623, 21 Sunes I. 


Given at our palace of Westminster, [ 


Charles, pr. Wales, &c. 

Lodowre, du. of Rich- 
mond, lord high 
steward of the lrous- 
hald 


Lionel, earl of Middle- 


sex, lord high treae 
surer 

Thomas, visc. Mande- 
ville, president of 


the council 


| Edw. e. a€ Worcester, 


lord kee of the 
privy s 

George, d. of Bucking. 
ham, lord high ad- 
miral 


W. mar. of Winchester 
Thos. earl ef Oxford, 


lord great chamber- 
tam 


| Thomas, earl of Aran- 


del and Surrey, earl 
marshal of England 

Jam. e. of Cambridge, 
steward of the huuse- 
hold 

Wm. e. of Pembroke, 
chamberlain of the 
household 

Henry, e. of Northum- 
berland 

Charles, e. of Nottitige 
ham | 


Jean, c. of Shrewshury 
Henry, e. of Derby 
Francis, e. of Rutland 
Francis, e, of Cumber- 
-dand 
Hen. e. of Huntingdon 
Edward, e, of Bat 
lien.e. of South 
Edw..e. of Bedford 
Wm. e. of Hertford 
Thomas, e. of Suffvlk 
Richard, e. of Dorset 
Wm. e. of Salisbury 
William, e. of Exeter 
Philip, e. of Montygo- 
mery — 


Joha,e. of Bridgewater 

Robert, e. of Leicester 

Willum, e, of North 
awptun 

Robert, e. of Warwick 

William, e. of Devon 

Esine, e. of March 


John, e. of Huldernesa 


Charles, e. of Carlisse 
Willan, e, of Denbigh 
Jotm, earl af Bristol 
Christopher, e, of Ane 
sey . 
Authony, viec, Moas 
tugue 
Wim, vise. Wallingford 
Juha, visc. Purbeck 
William, v. Mansfield 
Thomas, v. Colchester 
Viscount Roektord 
Thomas, v. Andover 
Ricbard, v. ‘Tunbridge 
Henry Nevile, lord An 
_bergavenny 
Mervia Touchet, lend 
Audiey 
Edward, lord Zuuch 
Robert Bertse, 1. Wile 
a West, lL. De Las 
a 


yr 

George, lL Berkeley 
Henry Parker, k hdore 

ley and Monteg}e 
Richard, |, Dneses and 

Herst . 
ellen ie Stafford: 

“Manvel, . Scroop 
Edw. Sutton, 1. Dudley 
Edward, |. Stourton 


- Charles,.1, Herbert, of 


. Shorland | 


Joho, 1. Mordaunt 
Oliver, L &, John de 
Bletso . 
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‘Fhamas, 1. Cromwet Edward, |. Denny 
Wala, lL vers Charles, 1. Stanhope, 
Philip,.1. Wharton |. of Harrington 
Edmuad, |. Shefield Thomas,l. Aruadcl, of 
William, 4, Paget Wiardour 
Dudley, h North Jn. Holles, 1. [loughton 
Theophilus! Howard, Jalin Roper, |. Tenbaw 
of Walden, san to Philip, L Stanhope, of 
_ the e. of Suffolk Shelford 


Edward, L. Watsan 


Kulward, |. Noel 
Francis, 1. Russel, of 


Faulk Grevile, 1. Brook 


Therabaugh Edward, 1. Montague 
Hen. |. Grey,afGroby Robert, |. Carey, of 
Wiliam, J. Petre Le 


Henry, 1, Daavers 
Robert, |, Spenser. 
George, 1. Carew 
William Fienes, lL. Say 


pingtoa 
Ileory Rich, 1, Ken- 
sington 
John, 1. St. Joha, af 
. Basin | 
. and Wn.!l. eeayiak Warke 


-Lay-Peers - 93 | Abps. and Bps. - 36—119. 
ake King’s Speech at the apening of the Ses- 


sions.| The part. being assembled on the 12th | 


ef Fels. they: were, by commission, adjourngd to 
the 16th, aa pe renee. by Dette com- 
mission to the 19th of the same month. On 
which day, bemg all met again and the Com- 
mons called up, the king was pleased to make 
the fullowing speech : 
_ © My fords spiritual and temporal, and you 
‘that are gentlcmen of the house of com 
mons of this present parliament :” 


© Te is a true saying and utgered by the spi- 
rit of God, ¢ that the glury of a king stands in 
the multitude of his pegple:’ and I am sure it 
is as true, Lbat the strength of a kingdom, 
stands next and immediately after God's pro- 
tection, in the hearts of the people. That vou 
may see and have a proof that I have not this 
auly in my tongue, but have it likewise scttled 
in my heart, (as God can bear me record every 
way) I have called you at this time to speak 
my mind frcely ty you ; for, romemberng the 
misynderstandings betwecn me and you betore, 
Tam now come hither with an earnest desire 
to do the duty which Gud hath called me unto 
by declaring unto you the verity of this which 
God hath put into my heart, and to manitest 
my actions to be true by my words. I remem- 
her very well, that it is a very fit similitude tor a 
king aud bis people to be liltened to a husband 
and wite; for, even as Christ, in whose throne 
I sit in this part of the earth, is the husband 
to the church and the church his spouse, so I 
likewise deswe to be your husband, and you 
should be my spouse; and, theretore, as it 
is the husbauc’s part to cherish his wite, to en- 
treat her kindly, to reconcile himself towards 
her, aad procure her love by all means, so it is 
my part todo the like to my people.-—There 
are but two ways for a king to shew his love 


ta hie people; ane, in the constant gaod go. 


vesnwent of them during his life; the othér by 
his behavieur to their representative body in 
pari. For the frst, God knoweth, I desire:my 
govermment may be performed, with an ho- 
nest, just, tue aud singere heart; aad there is 


dren) to see a good and speedy end. 


none of you that sce or hear me this day but 


have tound the fruit of it, one time-or other. 
For the other part, belonging tu the represen- 
tative body, which is now the cause of calling 


fou together, what greater evidence can there 


e to shew love between you and me, and be- 
tween me and you, that are the repesentative 
body, in a right understandiug, than, out of mx 
own mouth and direction, to give you a taste 
of ny love and care of you all.—The pruper- 
ties and causes of calling a parliament, (and 
so go the writs) are to confer with the king, and 
give hun their advise m matters of greatest 
weight and importance. For this cause I have 
now called you together, that ye may have pruof 
of my love and of my trust, and give me your 
advice, ia the greatest matter that ever could 
concern a king; a greater declaration of my 
trust in you I cannot give.—I have been these 
many years upon Treaties, as far as I thought 

and God is my witness I never had any other 
intention) for scttling a peace in. Christendom 
and settling a peace at home. In these Trea 


‘ties I weut lang on, but finding them to have 


slower success than I expected, or had reason 
to do, I was wilhng, (and especially in one 
thing concerning the cstate of my grand-chil- 
In this, 
finding as great promises as I could wish, and 
yet finding their actious quite contrary, it stirred 


up my son to offer himself to make that Jour 
‘ney; and I thank God, having lim now here, 


I have no cause to repent of it.. For, being of 


full age aud ripeuess tur marriage, he urged ig 
‘to know the certaiuty, yp a matter of so great 
waight, that he might uot be put off with long 
‘delays; for delays, im such a case, arc mora 
dangerous than denials.—IJn it [ was content as 
‘wrare example, to grant bis desire: and with 
‘him Tonly, sent the man whom [ most trusted, 


Buckingham; commanded him never to leave 
hiv nog retura home without hun, And [ thank 
God for it, for it hath learned me wisdom ; for, im 
‘generahilus versatur dolus.’ Thad general hopes 
betore, but Particulars will resulve matters, 
Generals will not; and, betore tis Journey, 
things came to me as raw as it lhad never heard 
of them before. Iwas as far disappomuted of 
my ends as if [had been waked out of a dream 3 
now [ have put it intoa certainty ; and, whereas 
I walked ia a mist before, T have now broughs. 
it to hight.—Now, my lords, for the Partcas 
lars, they are gone so tar as, buthin the Treaty 
of the Match and of the Palatinate, that 

know the utmost. T amresolved upon what I 
am like to obtain, and have had promises and 
projects, and sume of them lately. But, to 
shew the trust that I put in you, [ am conteng 
that my secretaries, trom the information and 
assurance of my son and Buckingham, shall rez 
late unto you all: and when you have heard 
all, ‘super totam wmateriam,’ I shall thea 
entreat your good and sound advice, for the gloe, 
ry of God, the peace of the kingdom, and the, 
good of my children. Never king gave more, 
trust to his subjects than to desire their advice, 
in things of this weight, For, I assure you, ye 
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may frecly advise me, sceing, of my princely 
ever sub- 
better hearts and experience to give 
me good advice than you; of which I make no 
doubt, for, if you love yourselves, you will give 
it me, your own felicity depending upon it.— 
One Particular I must remember you of, be- 
. cause it hath been much talked of in the coun- 
try, that I should be slack in my care of Religion 
for other occasions.—My lords, and you gentle- 
men all, I pray you judge me charitably, as you 
would be judged; tor, I never made public or 
private Treatics, hut I always had a direct re- 
scrvation for the public-weal and the cause of 
Religion, for the glory of God and good of my 
subjects. I only thought good sometimes to 
wink and connive at the execution of some penal 
laws, and not to go on so rigorously as at other 
times, but not to dispense with any, or to for- 
bid or alter any that concern Religion. I never 
promised or yielded, 1 never did think it with 
my heart, nor spoke it with my mouth. It is 
truc, a skilful horseman doth not always use the 
spur; but sometimes the bridle, and sometimes 
the spur: so a king, that governs wisely, is not 
bound to carry a rigorous hand over his sub- 
jects upon all occasions; but may sometimes 
slacken the bridic, yet so as his hands he not laid 
And so much for that point, to 
be cleared upon all occasions.—Now albeit it 
be a great matter to require your advice, yet in 
this £ pray remember the weight of the busi- 
ness. I cannot hmit you hours nor days, but 
your own hearts must do it; for every man, by 
nature, thinks the time long here, according to 
Therefore consider 
the State of Christendom and the State of my | 
Grand Children, my own Estate and the State |. 
of my kingdom, the Treatics and all, and then 
upon all you are to give me your advice.— My 
lords; It is not enough, altho’ you are never so 
willing to give me your advice; for to plant 
will not serve the turn, if I, hkea good gardener, 
as well as plant, do not weed away from the 
Roots, and remove the obstacles that hinder your 


aseag are intreated thereto. 
jects 


off the reins. 


his own occasions at home. 


so good advice: of which, the whole weed and 


manifest hindrance that can be, is your jea- 
lousy of me: free me from that, and, for my 
actions, I dare avow them betore God and his 


angels, But jealousy bath a deep sting, take 


away that, and nothing can dome harm: you are 
my wife, and jealousy is subject to a wife; there- 
fore remove it, and be not jealous of me.— 
For matters of Privileges, Liberties, and Cus- 


toms, be not over curious; I am your own 
kindly king. Ye never shall find me curious 
in these things: therefore do what you ought, 
and no more than your lawful Liberties and 
Privileges will permit, and ye shall never see 
me curiousto the contrary. I had rather main- 
tain your libertics than alter them in any thing. 
Show a trust in me, and go on honestly as you 
ought to do, like good and faithful subjects; and, 
what you have warrant for, go on with, and I 
will not be curious, unless you give me too 
much cause.—The next thing is, to beware that 
you take not in hand the muintaining of idle 


questions among you; which spoils good busie 
ness. Remember, ‘ beware of genealogiesand 
Curious questions,’ as St Paul speaks; and do 
you keep to the ground and gravity of the great 
business for which I call you; and next, for all 
other things that are. for the great and good 
governing of the kingdom. Let not apy stir 
you up to law-questions, debates, quirks, tricks 
and jerks; but continue yourselves in thas 
honest modesty, whereby you may have my pray- 
ers to God for you, and procure the love of me, 
and an happy end to this parl.—God judge me, 
I speak as a Christian prince, never man, in a 
dry and sandy desart, where no water is, did 
thirst more in hot weather for drink, than I do 
now for a happy conclusion of this parl. I now 
hope, after the miscarriage of the last, that this 
may prove happy. I am neither curious nor 
captious enough to prevent it. Eschew all oc- 
easions of curious questions, which may hinder 
you in this great cause for which I have called 
you; and remember, That spending of time is 
spoiling of business. And 1 hope in God, and 
at by a faith in God, that, by your actions 
this pari. T shall clearly see your hearts; and 
that you are the true representative body of my 
subjects: for you know in your conscience, that 
of all the kings that ever were, I dare say never 


was king better beloved of his people than I am. 


—Therefore, be you true glasses and mirrours of 
their faces, and be sure you yield the true re- 
flections and representations as you ought to do. 
And this doing, I hope you shall not only find 
the blessing of God; but also, by these actions, 


procure the thanks and love of whole people, 


tor being such trre and faithful glasses. And 
hb shall never find me desire any thing of you, 
nt what shall tend to the common guod and 


‘weal of the kingdom.” 


Keeper [John Williams bishop of Lincoln and 
dean of Westminster] by his commands, direct+ 
ed the Commons to repair to their own house, 
and choose a Speaker. The names of receivers 
and tryers: of Petitions, being also read, the 
parl. was adjourned to the 21st. 

The Speaker’s Speech to the King.] Feb. 21. 
The Commons presented to the king sir Tho. 
Crewe, knt, sergeant at law, for their Speaker; 
whose excuse, for insufficiency, &c. being not 
allowed of, he was confirmed accordingly. 
Upon which he addressed himself to the throne, 
in hec verba: 

‘“‘ Most Gracious Sovereign,—Since I can 
not bring an olive-branch in my hand as a sign 
of my peace; and that God, (in whose hands 
are the hearts of kings) without whose provi- 
dence a sparrow doth not fall to the ground, 
whom no man can resist, hath inelined your 
ma). to cast your eye of grace on me, and to 
confirm me in this place: I am taught in the 
hest school, ‘that obedience is better than sacri- 
fice ;’ and will only say with a learned father, 
‘da Domine quod jubes, & jube quod vis:’ other- 
wise I have great cause to be afraid of such a 

, to be executed before so great a maj. 


His (oi having ended his speech, the Lord 


and in so great an assembly; but that I hope 
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your maj. will extend your sceptre of yrace, as 
Ahasuerus did, to sustain me in my fainting.— 
Your maj. is princeps hereditarius, descended 
from both the Roses, and hath umted both the 
kingdoms. At your first entrance you wrought 
a wonder in the tumult of our cures, and cloud 
of our fears, happening upon the death of the 
late queen, by the bright beams of your 
sunshine; which a poet elegantly express’d, 
© Mira cano, sol occubuit, nox nulla secuta est.’ 
There was a David m Hebron, and no Ishbosheth 
to disturb your peaceable entrance ; but the ac- 
clamations of all your subjects and commons, 
concurring to express their great contentment. 
This was no sudden flash of joy, but a constant 
blessing, by the continuance of the Gospel and 
true religion, maugre the malice and hellish in- 
vention of those, who would have blown up all 
at once; but God laughed them to scorn, and 
they feif into their own trap. These things I 
leave to your maj.’s royal remembrance, as 
a duty to be practised, and to be expressed by 
our thankfulness to our holy God; tor it is a 
good thing to be thankful: ‘ non est dignas dan- 
dis, qui non agit gratias pro datis.’—Since my 
desigument to this place, [ called tomind these 
statutes of late times, and find two of especial 
note: the first $2 Hen. 8. which was called 
‘ Parliamentum doctum,’ for the many good 
laws made for the settling of possessions. The 
other is 39 Eliz.; which, by a reverend divine, 
was called ‘ Parliamentum pium;’ because the 
subjects were enabled to found hospitals without 
licence of mortinain, or ad quod damnum, and 
other charitable laws, which I omit, bemg not 
perpetual, And [hkewise called to mind many 
glorious offers made by your maj. and other 
good provisions at the last two neetings. Now 
your maj. hath stretched forth your sceptre to 
call us to you again, and hath made decla- 
ration, that all jealousics and distractions might 
be removed, and the memory of parliament 
Nullities might be buricd. And my desire is, 
that your maj.’s influence may distil upon us, 
and we proceed in such a sweet harmony and 
conjunction, that ‘ righteousness and pcace 
inay kiss each other,’ and that ‘ mercy and 
truth may incet,’ and the world may say, 
“ecce quam bonum & quam jucundum regem 
& sopulun convenire in unum.’—<And, for per- 
fecting this work, the good bills against Monv- 
polies, Informers, and Conccalers, may now 
- pass, and receive strength, with general, liberal, 
and royal pardon, according to the bounty of 
the late queen ; that so this parl. may be called, 
€ felix, doctum, et pium ;’ which will be good 
to your subjects, and no diminution to your re- 
venue, or derogation to your pcrogative ; which, 
in your maj.’s bands, is a sceptre of guld; but, 
in other hands, is a rod of iron. I[ need not 
speak in the praise of the fundamental com- 
mon laws ; ‘ veritas temporis fiha,’ tine hath 
sufficiently justified them. Monarchy is the 
best government; and of monarchies, those 
which are hereditary. The best Supply of your 
maj.’s wants 13 ig parliament, where the sub- 
ject is bound by his own consent ; other courses 
VoL. 1. 
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of Benevolence come heavily. Tae subjects 
enjoy the gospel freely by your protection, and 
your maj. may be sate in their loyalty: other 
satetics are but as Ajax his shield, a weight ra- 
ther than a defence. Their desire is, that the 
ood laws for religion may be confirmed; and 
that the generation of locusts, jesuits and se- 
minary priests, which were wont to creep in 
corners, and do now come abroad, may be, by 
the execution of these good laws, as with an 
east wind, blown over the sea. Our late queen 
Eliz. lived and died in peace: the Pope cursed 
her, but God blessed her: and so shall your 
maj. having God to your friend, find safety in 
the ark of true religion, and when you are old 
and full of days, land you in heaven; and then 
our hopetul Prince, which sprang out of your - 
own loins, shall sway that sceptre, which you ° 
must leave to enjoy a crown celestial. And 
God, in his, due time, will restore the distressed 
princess, her husband and royal issue, to that 
inheritance which is now possessed by the 
usurping sword of their enemics: whereof we 
are the more confident, because that country 
was heretofore a sanctuary in our distress, 
when religion was here persecuted. Cato was 
wont to say, ‘hoc sentio, & Carthago destruenda 
est:’ but [ say, ¢ hoc sentio, & Palatinatus re- 
cuperandus est.’—The question was put toa 
Lacedemonian, Why their city wanted walls? 
who answered, ‘Concord was their walls.” Your. - 
maj. under God, is a sole and entire monarch, 
whose walls are the Ocean without, and fortified 
within with a wall of brass, the bond of umity 
and religion; and happy is that place, of which 
it may be said, as of Jerusalem, ‘It is a city at 
unity within itself? Neither is your govern- 
inent confined within the limits of this kingdom, 
but extends itself to Ireland; where your maj.’s 
care and pains, in our tate employment, gave 
divers provident directions for the setting turth 
of religion, the reforming of courts of justice, 
and the inflicting punishinent on the disturbers 
ofthe public peace. And [ am ocularis testis, 
that you have marco these ample endowments 
of churches out of your own ecleated revenue, 
as will be to your honour in all posterity.” 
But my desire is, as well in the becinning, as in 
all other our proceedings, our words may be 
‘ vera, pauca, & pondcrosa.’—Therefvre with 
your gracious favour, accordingly to ancient 
precedents, we are humble suitors, that you 
would be pleased to allow our ancient Privi- 
lezes s+ and that, for our better attendance, 
our persons, goods, and necessary attendance, 
may he tree from arrests ; and that we may have 
Liberty of free Speech, not doubting but we 
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Sir Tho. Crewe was one of the members ° 
who distinguished themselves against the Span- 
ish Match, and in favour of the Cominous Proe 
tcstation, in the last parl.; and was thereupon 
sent into Ireland upon a commission. See p. 
1375. See also lis speech, in the debate re- 
lating to the Privileges of the House of Come 
mons, in the last parliament, p. 1352. 
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shall confine ourselves within the limits of duty. 
And because this great business may give us 
occasion often to resort to your maj. that upon 
our public suit, you will be pleased to give us 
your own Gt time of access; and that all our | 
actions may have a benign interpretation, and | 
a good acceptauon and opinion.—Lastly, That 
Iimay not only be a Speaker, but an humble 
suitor, protesting by the great God, by whom 
kings do reign, that whatsover I have said, hath 
proceeded trom a loyal heart; I theretore de- 
“sire that Tmay be covered with the vail of your 
gracious construction, or acquitted by your gra- 
cious pardon.” 

Lhe Lord Keeper's Answer to the Spcaker’s 
Speech.) The Speaker having finished his ha- 
rangue, the Lord Keeper first conferred with 
the king, and then answered as follows: 

“ Nr. Speaker; his maj. hath heard your 
speech with no more patience than appro- 
bation; and as you have not cast it out 
into avy general parts, no more will I: it is 
pity to pull down a frame which cannot be set 
up in so excellent a torin again. A inathema- 
tician writes, That nothing can be so round, 
but that points and stops may be found there- 
in; so I may observe, in your round and vo- 
luble speech, these distinct parts and articles. 
—You spoke something of yourselt, something 
of the king, aud something of the acts of perl. 
which are of two natures, somre striving for 

lite, others dropping into their graves: some- 
thing of Common Lay in general: something 
tor the ordinary Supply of princes: somewhat 
of Benevolence : somewhat of the increase of 
true Religion: somewhat of regaining that 
which is lust to our eneintes: somewhat of pre- 
serving our own: and somewhat of the refor- 
mation of Ireland. These were your mate- 
riuils; the formals were three. 1. Privileges 
trom Arrests. 2. Freedom of Speech in your 
house. And, 3. a good interpretation of all 
when you have Icft the house.—T shall, from 
his may. give Answer to them all, and shall 
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the other; sn that you do, ‘ cito obétetticare,” 

lay the good midwife in their birth_—4thly. 

or the abortives of the Inte assembly, which 
you call Parliament-Nullities; ‘ quem animas 
meminissc hortet.’ A strange chimera, such 
as I never read of, but in the articles of the 
new creed, ‘credo Ecclesiam Romanam Ca- 
tholicam. Parliaments natarally beget entities. 
God and the king are averse to nulltties. The 
first parl, was the three persons consulting to- 
gether, ‘ faciamus hominem.’ God is a maker 
and not a destroyer. Every consaltation is for 
some good. (thers may commend former lavws. 
You have kept the hese law till now. In my 
opinion, ‘ lex oblivionis’ is the best: let the 
memory of those abortions be buried in the 
river Lethe, never to rise again.—I will pnt 
you in mind of a story, which Tally relates out 
of Thucydides. ‘The Thebans having overcome 
the Lacedemonians, in memory thereof erected 
a brazcn trophy. A complaint was made be- 
fore the common council of the Gaui 
that, by that t , the me their diz- 
cord was seas Their judgment was, 
that it should be demolished, ause it was 
not fitting that any record should be of discord 
between Greek and Greek. I leave the apph- 
cation.—5thly, For the Common Law, in ge- 
neral, it is of a convenient disposition, an@ fit 
for the climate; se far approved by his maj. 
that he would never allow any project which 
was not justifiable by common taw.—6thly. 
For the ordinary Supply of Princes by part. 
subsidies are most comfortable to the king and 
favourable to the sabjects; because they issue 
from the heart, and are brought in by the 
hands of the people. Benevolence is bet an an- 
chor, and a help at a dead lift; because parh- 
uments are a great body and of a stow motion. 
The king was averse to that way, and had 
never assented thereunto; but compelled bv 
an intolerable provocation without, and invi- 
tation at hone; and it was bestowed on that 
inimitable paragon, once of majesty, but now 


proceed step by step: 1st. For yourself, mr. | of patience ;* that no man, without malevo- 
Speaker : his maj. hath not only stretched out | lence, can find fault with that Benevolence.— 
his sceptre with Ahasuerus, but lifted up his i7thly. In the next place his maj. retarned 
vuice, * que est petitio tua & dabitur ttht;’ he: thanks to vou for your cure of Religion. Your 
hath granted all your Petitions, and doth ussure ; house was antiently a Chapel ; and it still may 


you by me, of his especial favour: 2ndly, For 
the king; we cannot deny God’s blessing of us, 
aud our blessing of Gud for hts royal descent ; 


be said, ‘non dumns est, sed templum;’ so 
many men as ye are, so many churchmen. His 
maj. gives full assurance, that he esteems no 


his peaceable access to the crown; his mira- 
culous preservation in this place; and our com- 
fortable hope of the future. Ail these ¢ ibunt 
in secula seculorum :’-—Sdly. For those laws, 
for settling of posscssion, that were enacted | ragon, That all his subjects were kings, that 
32 Hen. 8. which ‘hs call € Parliamentumn | then they might understand and be satisfied. 
doctam,?’ and those faws of Charity, made in | He never spared the execation of any law, but 
the 39th of the late queen, which you call | for a greater law, § salus reipublica: ;’ all the 
¢ Parliamentum piuin? and those statutes of | rest are * fines sub fine.’ Our observation of 
grace, which were provided in the last conven- | any law is not for the written law, but for the 
tion, (which his maj. would have made ‘ Par- ; commonwealth. All the laws are yet in force; 


liamentum gratiosuin’) and the Pardon, which : no connivance but fur the propagation of true 
may make this ¢ Parliamentum munificum,’ his 
* The 


maj. will take sach fit and convenicnt courses, | 
&3 may preserve ile m thy one, and give life to ' Boheinia, 
; 


estate nor dignity like to that inestimable jewel 
of Religion; and if any scandal hath been, it 
| hath been taken, not given cause for: and he 
wisheth with Alphonsus, the great kint of Ar- 


prince Palatine, sometime king of 


wt! 
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religion. ‘ What knowest thou, O man ! whe- 
ther the believing husband may save the un- 
believing wife? You have heard his inaj.’s 
simile touching a skilful borseinan; which, in 
Zachanah, is God’s simile. Kings are like ri- 
ders, the commonwealth is the horse, and 
the law is the bridle; which must be held 
always with a sure hand, not always with 
a bard hand: but, ¢ aliquando remittit ferire 
equcs nun amittut habenas.’ Yet, it Ungar 
grow insolent, ‘ cast out the bond-woman 
and her son,’ his maj.’s resolution is, ‘That 
the son of the bond-woman shall never inherit 
with the son of the tree,’ His royal maj. hath 
Bagi to us, that are his chaplains, to put 
im in mind of this, God is ever careful of 
kings, and kings cannot be too careful of him. 
e—tiis maj. giveth you thanks for your just feel- 
ing and relenting af the usurpauon of that 
sweet princess from her jointure, and expelling 
her olive branches from their inheritance. A 
good cause makes good svidiers, * Attollit 
Mires militis causa.’ It is impossible, by ami- 
cable mcgiss, to recover the Palatinate ; there- 
fore you do well to sort Cato’s * Carthago 
evertenda,’ with ‘ Palatinatus deylutinandn;’ it 
ought to be unglued again, and pulled out of 
the clutches of those enemies, who, by force 
aud cunning treaties, usurp the same. The 
king knows, and we know, and would have 
all the world know, the care he hath taken in 
this business; ‘ Patrias deprehendere curas.’— 
the acxt place, you observe very well the 
wooden walls of this Gnidon the Navy being 
his maj.’s special care ; and as the carver, who 
beautified Diana's temple, though it was at the 
costs ef other men, yct was allowed, in divers 
pee stamp his own name; so it cannot 
denied but that noble lord, who has now 
spent 7 years study, and is become a master 
sn that art, may grave his name upon his 
works, yet a fitting distance from his master’s. 
—~Lastly ; for the Reformation of Ireland. As 
Pliny said of Trajan, that his care extended 
net to Italy alone; he hath not only shewed 
is heams upon this, but upon other countries. 
His maj. shines upon them by his good laws ; 
and though that kingdom adds little to his 
frown, it adds much to his glory.—And now, 
nr. Speaker, what Libertics, Privileges, and 
Access were ever yiclded to any of your pre- 
decessors, his maj. now’ granteth fully and 
freely, without the Icast jealousy or diminu- 
ton, I will enly add, out of Valerius Maxi- 
daus, “quid Cato sine libertate ? quid libertas 
mae Catone? What is wisdom without liberty 
to shew it? And what is liberty without wis- 
dom to use it.” 

Phe Lords desire @ Conference concerning 
the Spanish Match and the Palatinate.| After 
this harangue was ended, the house was ad- 
Journed to the 23rd of Feb. On which day, 
after the house was called, and several proxies 
admitted, the Lords took into consideration 

e Great Business for which his maj. had sum- 
mened this parl. and which hehad smparted to 
thom in that house. Their lordébips agroed to 
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desire a Conference with the Commons, for the 
expediting thercof, by the following Message :— 
“ Whereas his ina. i his Speeca, had suid, 
‘ That he designed the Prince and the duke 
of Buckingham to signify to both ‘houses the 
Particulars of the last great Ncgouation, and 
his secretaries to shew the Letters and Papers 
concerning the same.’ ‘Yhcu lordslups being 
desirous to expedite this Great Business, and 
hold tair correspoudency with them, do pray, 
if their occasions s0 permit, a Conterence to be 
had between bLoth houses, in the Pa:nted 
Chamber, to-morrow, at 2 in the afternoon, 
And sf, upon doubt of any of the particulars 
then related, any of them move auy quesilons, 
they shail be tully a: d clearly satisticd therein.” 

This Message being sent, the bouse highly 
approved of the Prince’s own offer to assist the 
duke in his Relation co both bouses; and also 
that the secretaries should attend with their 
Papers, and produce them as the Narration 
shallrequire. daswer tothe Message, “That 
the Connnons returned to theirordsiups hearty 
thanks for the guod corrcspondency they desue 
to hold with them: they do snost willingly eim- 
brace the meeting, as is desired, and will attend 
their lordships at the tipe and place appointed.” 

Feb. 24. Onamotion of rhe Prince, another 
Message was sent to the Commons, importing, 
That the Painted Chamber being appointed 
for the intended Conterence that atternoon, 
their lordships now desire that the said meeting 
might be in the hall, at Whitchall; that room 
being better accommodated fur case and hears 
lng. Also to acquaint them with his highness’s 
resolution to assist the duke in his Narrauon. 
The Commons readily assented to the first, aud 
declared themselves much satustied with the 
Prirce’s design. | 

Lhe Lord Keeper's Report of the duke 
of Buckinghan’s Neeotiations in Spain, |— 
Feb, 25. The now Duke of Buckingham, 
seven earls, one viscount, and three barons, 
were intruduced into the house of lords, to 
their several places, with the usual ceremonies. 
On the Prince’s motion, the Keport which was 
to he made this day, by the lord keeper, of the 
duke’s Narration of yesterday, was deterred 
to the 27th. At which time the Lord Keeper 
reinoved from the wool-sack to his place on 
the earls bench, in ordcr to make his Report; 
the said Narration having becn made to a 
committee, and not to the house. This Re- 
port, which from its great Iength, woukd vo- 
cupy too great aspace in this work will be found 
in vol3 of the Lords Journals, p. 220. 'The follow- 
ing are the hcads of the said Narration. © The 
Lord Keeper reported to their lordships, ‘ That 
the duke of Buckingham began with a three- 
fold Preface: the 1st concerning himself, The 
2nd concerning the Prince's llighness. And 
the Srd concerning the subicct whereof he 
was to treat. As touching tbe 1st he craved 
pardon of both houses, if, in the discharge of 
this great burden, which his maj. had imposed 
on him, he did not proceed in thut order and 


method, (which leftia the memory 4 sure dint and 
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impression) which the business required; and 
desired them to consider how unusual it was tor 
him to speak in so great and judicious an audi- 
tory. As touching the 2nd he did acknowledge, 
that, amung many great ones, this was none ot 
the least favours lis maj. had laid upon him, 
to put him at this time under the wings and 
protection of the Prince his highness; without 
whose help and assistance, he was as unable 
to govern himself in the parts ef the relation, 
as formerly in the passages of the negotiation. 
For the 3rd he noted his mistortune to fall 
upon a subject of such a nature as shall afford 
Jittle honour to the relator, of what attection or 
disposition soever he be; for if he be well af- 
fected thereunto, and shall speak the truth, he 
must either blush or wrong his modesty ; 1f ather- 
wise, (as all true-hearted Englishmen must be 
affected otherwise) he is sure, by laying out all 
things in their true colours, to be taxed of inalice 
and envy. However, the business being of the 
preatest importance that Christendom has af- 
forded these many years; and that advice which 
the parliament was to give his maj. being to be 
founded in part upon this Relation, he would 
not be atraid to open so much as micht per- 
‘fectly inform both houses in the present busi- 
ness; but would spare, for all that, (as far as 
the nature of the Relation would give him 
Jeave) to dash upon the mimisters emploved 
from the one or the other king.—aAnd this was 
the effect of his grace’s Pretace.—In the Nar- 
ration itself his grace used indeed a close, but 
yet an exact and perfect method: aman might 
observe therein 6 distinct and several parts. 1. 
The Motives ot the Prince’s Journey to Spain. 
2. The Treaty of Marriage, set a foot in Spain, 
severally, and by itself. 3. The Treaty of the 
Marriace, and Restitution united together 
bva reciprocal subordination. 4. The Prince’s 
Return from Spain. 5. His maiesty’s subse- 
quent proceedings in both the Treaties since 
the return. 6. The stating the Question, super 
totam materiam. And therein both the hous- 
‘es were ta offer to his maj. their humble ad- 
vice and counsel. Of these parts his grace 
spoke very distinctly and orderly.” The Lord 
Keeper having concluded his Report, their 
lordsbips adjourned, ad hbitum, to debate what 
they should advise the king to do in this busi- 
ness. And, because his maj. had required 
to have the advice of both houses, they 
thought it not fit to proceed further in it at 
that tame; but to have a Conference with the 
Commons, and to consider, first, What to 
propose to them at their next meeting. 

- Feb, 28. The affairwas again resumed relat- 
ing to the Match with Spain and the Recovery 
of the Palatinate; and though the lords gene- 
rally agreed, “Vhat they cannot advise about one 
without the other; and, also, that they had so 
far declared themselves here, that it is not safe 
for the king to continue the Treaty on either, 
nor expect the Restitution of the Palatinate, 
by any other means than the sword; yet, their 
Jordships uo still think it not fit to deliver their 
single advise, but first to consult the Commons; 
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and when the two houses have agreed thereon» 
then to deliver the same jointly to his maj.” Af- 
ter which along debate arose, what to propose 
to the Commous; and, at last it was resolved, 
That there was no necessity to treat of the 
Match and the Palatinate together. Also, their 
lordships were of opinion, That his maj. rely 
not upon any further Treaties; except they 
shall hear from the Commons better reasons 
for itat the conference. And acommittee was 
appointed, of which the duke was the chief, to 
search for precedents of former treaties and 
Supplies to the king in matters of this kind. 
Also, the king’s servants were to bring them all 
such Papers and Dispatches, out of Spain, as 
they should require. ; ; 

March 1. The Lords were put in mind of 
their last Message to the Commons, touching 
the duke of Buckingham; and they thought 
good to explain themselves, by another mes- 
sage, on their resolution to give the king satis- 
fuction that the duke is cleared and acquitted, 
by them, of that which the Spanish embassador 
complained of. Therefore, a Message was sent 
to the lower house, to express their lordships 
doubt that their meaning was not fully under- 
stood; for that they do think it most proper, 
as the Narration was madc to both houses, so 
buth to join, if they so please, in their justifi- 
cation of it to his maj.—After some time, the 
Commous sent an Answer to the Message, That 
they were desirous to contcr with their lord- 
ships about it, by a committee of both houses, 
‘Lhe lords appointed the Painted Chamber, and 
the time to be present.y. Accordingly the 
same day, the abp. of Canterbury made the 
following Report of this Conference to the 
whole house, 

« ‘That they had conferred with the Com- 
mons, about this Complaint of the Spanish 
ambassador against the duke for his Narration, 
and that the Commons were so much of one 
mind with them, as if both bouses were twins, 
That they highly approved of what the duke 
had done; and that he delivered nothing 10 ins 
said Narration, but what he was led unto by the 
matter itself; wherein his grace was su tar 
from transgressing, that he deserved than: - and 
honour: That they were desirous to)": swith 
their lordships, by a committee o1. + whole 
house, to signify as much unto hisn ,. And 
added, how sensible they were tirti any un 
worthy person should relate their sec-ets throad, 
and desired that, whoever it was, he might be 
discovered, if possible.” 

Inthe further proceedings of this day. the 
duke of Buckingham put the lords in mind ot 
the Grand At'air; and that a specdy resolution 
was Very necessary in it, because time was pre- 
cious, which the enemy would not pretermtt; 
aud, if they should fose the benefit of the 
spring, it would be irrecoverable: therefore 
his grace moved the house, That a commitice 
should be appointed to inspect into the Stores 
of Munition, and to make such Provision for a 
Supply thereof as they should think fit. Ac- 
cordingly, a committee was then appointed, ta 
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take aview of the magazines, stores, arms, and 
munition ; to consider about the transporta- 
tion of ordnance ; of the ports of the land, and 
weakness thereof; of ireland and of all other 
things incident to these; to present their opi- 
nions to the house of what detects they find, 
and the means to redress the same. 

March2. The Attorney General read a Let- 
ter to the King from the lord Digby, afterwards 
earl of Bristol, dated Madrid, Jan. 3, After 
hearing the contents of this Letter, the Lords 
began to deiiberate on what should be delivered 
to the Commons, at a conference that atter- 
noon, concerning the Grand Affair. And it 
was agreed, that the lord-keeper should begin 
with an Induction, out of the duke’s Narration ; 
and then acquaint the Commons, That the 
opinion of their house was to advise the king, 
¢ super totam materiam,’ ‘ That his‘maj. cannot, 
with the safety of his own honour, or conveni- 
¢iucy of relivion andthe state, proceed any fur- 
ther for the Treaty of the Prince’s Match, nor 
rely any longer on that for the Recovery of the 
Palatinate,’—It was also agreed, that the lord- 
keeper should deliver unto the Commons, by 
way ofsup,lement, first, concerning the Treaty 
of Marriage, That it appeared, by the earl of 
Bristol’s Dispatch, of Nov. 3, 1624, that the 
first motion of it came from Spain, viz. from 
the duke of Lerma into England. 2. Con- 
cerning the Treaty of Restitution, That the 
king of Spain had promised assistance, by arms, 
jn case a mediation should not prevail ; though 
now he denied it again. ‘This appeared out of 
nother dispatch from the earl of Bristol. 3. 
Concerving an heroic saying of the Prince, 
¢ That when it was noiscd he should be detained 
@ prisoner in Spain, he sent word by Grymes 
to the king, That in case news should come 
hither of his detention, his maj. would think no 
more on him as a son; but reflect all his royal 
thoughts on his sister, and the wellfare of his 
pwn estates and kingdoms.’ 

The Commons’ Reasons for agreeing with the 
Lords therein.) March 5. The Archbishop 
of Canterbury made a Report, briefly, of what 
had passed at the Conference and delivered 
in the Reasons, in writing, from the Commons 
iz. 5 . . 


“‘ Reasons conceived by the House of Com- 
mons to fortify their Resolution to advise 
his majesty to proceed no further in the 
Treaties with Spain : « 

*T. It is observed, That the state of Spain, 
Not content with their ordinary provisions for 
the exercise of the Roman religion by the In- 
fanta and her family, which other princes, in 
hike Case, would have demanded, and which 
his maj. with great reason, might at the begin- 
ning of this 'reaty, have conceived they would 

ave been contented with, have, with great 
vehemency, upon the advantage of having the 
prince's person in their posscssion, pressed a 
General connivance for his maj.’s subjects of 
the Roman religion, to the great dishonour 
Q Almighty God, in the sincerity of his service 
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in this realm; and to the apparent diminution 
of his may.’s sovercignty, by establishing a ne» 
cessapy dependance fur protecuion upon a fo- 
reign king and state; and to the great deruga- 
tion of the laws of this kingdom; and, lastiy, 
to the grief and discouragement of all his may,'s 
well-attected subjects, from whose general dis- 
content they expected, as well appeareth, a 
consequence of no small mischict. LL. It is 
observed, That during tie conunuance of this 
Treatv, and by reason of the same, the popish 
faction have exceedingly increased in this realy 
both in multitude and boldness; and whercas - 
heretofore, they have been divid-d amongst 
themsclves into the purty of Jesuits depending 
upon Spain, and the secular Priests; otherwise 
they are generally, now, strongly united toge- 
ther, depending no less upon Sjiain fur tempo- 
ral respects, than from Rome tor spiritual; 
which, considering the house of Spain hatia 
been always a capital enemy tu our rcligion, to 
encrease their own greatness, by exurpaung 
the protestant party in all places where they 
can prevail, cannot but be of most dangerous 
consequence to the safety of the king and this 
realm, unless remedy be provided with speed 
for abating that party here at home; whic 
cannot be during the time these ‘Treaties are 
onfoot. IIT, It is observed, that, by advantage 
ef these Treaties, and thereby keeping his maj. 
in hope of gencral peace, they have contranly, 
under pretence of ussisting the empeyor, op-~ 
pressed by the protestant party 1a most part of 
Christendom, being the ancient allies and con- 
ferates of this crown, to the endangering not 
only of the whole state of the reformed rcligion, 
but also ayainst the common safety of all the 
professors of the same. IV. During the time of 
these ‘Treaties of Love with his maj. they have, 
with all kind of hosulity, sct upon his ma).’s sons 
in-law, the husband of his only and most rova} 
daughter; invaded his towns and territories in 
all places; and, in fine, disinhierited bin, with 
al] that royal offspring, of al] his ancicut patn- 
manial honours and possessions; to the ervat 
dishonour of his maj. and the extreme griet of 
all his well-affected subjects; and now also, at 
the last, when they should have come to make 
yood the hope of restitution, they have laid new 
sruunds for eudless delays, and turned pre- 
tended diniculties into apparent impossibiliues ; 
not forbearing also to annex, as a condition te 
the weak hope of their uncertain and nnpcr- 
fect restitution, that the eldest son of the count. 
Palatine should be brought up in the emperor's 
court: so resfless are their desires to work the 
overthrow of our religion by all possible devi- 
ces. Lastly, kis too apparent how many years, 
from time to time, they have deluded and 
abused his maj. with their Treaties; how small 
respect they have shewed to the Prince’s great- 
ness and worth; what indignity they have offer- 
ed, again and again, to his highness, by napor- 
tuning him, upon all advantages, to forsake his 
religion ; contrary to the custom of all princes, 
and contrary to the ancient laws of honour and 
hospitality ; whe ought to baye been used there 
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with princely freedom, and pressed to nothing 
to which he was ill-disposed ; considering withal, 
with what couadence, being so great a Prince, 
he had put himselt within their power ; although 
it pleased God so to guide and fortify his 
princely heart, that he constantly withstood all 
their attempts and machinations, to his own im- 
mortal honour, and the unspeakable comfort of 
all good people of Ins father’s kingdom ; where- 
unto may te added the intinite disadvantage- 
ousness and endicss delays in their ‘Treaties, in- 
viting still to new treaties, and turning all to the 
ndvantage of their own particular ends; being 
true to nothing but their own grounded max- 
ims, with which neither the Match nor Resti- 
tavion “of the Palatinate can possibly consist, 
but upon such terms as threaten to our estate 
an incurable mischief. And, tor a further jus- 
fication of the charge of insincerity in all their 
proceedings, these particulars ensuing, among. 
many others, may be produced. 1. In that 
Treaty concerning Prince Henry; after many 
specious motions on their part, it was followed 
with disavowing their own ambassadors, and a 
scorntul proposition to the king for that Prince’s 
altering Is rehgion. 2. In the Treaty of 
Brussels, wherein sic R. Weston was emploved, 
he found nothing but delays and deceits; and, 
atier divers peremptory commands from Spain, 
for his maj.’s satistacuon, they wrought no other 
effect than the Sicge and ‘taking of Heidelbergh; 
so that he was forced to return with a Protes- 
tation. 3. When baron Bascott came thither 
to continue their former Treaty, the first news 
we heard was, the translation of the electorate 
to the duke of Bavaria; of which both the ba- 
ron and don Carlos protested ignorance, and 
that the king of Spain would let the world see 
how much he resented such an affront; yet it 
plainly appeareth, by the Letter of the count 
d‘Olivares, given to the Prince, that the State 
of Spain both had intelligence of it before, and 
expected it to be eftected at that dict. 4. 
When his highness was in Spain the count 
@ Olivares shewed him two Letters, by which it 
plainly appeared, that, tll his coming thither, 
there was nothing really intended ; which they 
were not ashamed directly to avow to the 
Princé himself, and that atter the requital of so 
huzardous a journey, and such an extraordinary 
trust. When all articles were again concluded, 
they found a new shitt, by a Juncto of Divines, 
to ict the Prince come home without the lady ; 
for whose person his highness had chicfy put 
hanself to that hazard. Tastly, When upon his 
highness’s ltappy return hither, we had just cause 
te expect the ntmost they would do im restor- 
ing the Palatinate; the faithtul promise of 
which was the only cause that the Prince vield- 
od to that Juncto of Divines the Desponsaries 
being presently to follow; the Berestat was to 
‘be delivered to the elector of Mentz, being won 
by the king of Spain’s arms, and part of it then 
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im possession of his own ministers, contrary to 


an express Article in the Treaty, concluded 
‘ by don Carlos and the baron of Bascctt; 
wherein it was particularly’ provided that no 
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alteratios was to be made in these Treaties 
till che general treaty was at an ead.”—These 
Reasons with the consequent Advice to the 
king annexed, being read, the Lords approved 
of them by a general vote of the house, ner, 
diss. ; and a committee of the lords was ape 
pointed to join that of the other house, im 
order to go and present them to his majesty. 

Lhe Address of both Houses on that Occuston.] 
March 8. The Archbishop of Canterbury ree 
ported to the house, That on the 6th inst. the 
joint committees of both houses waited on his 
maj. at Theobald’s ; at which time he delivered 
hinself to the king as follows : 

“© May it please your Most Excellent Ma- 
jesty, We are cume unto you, employed from 
your most faithful subjects and servants, the 
Lords and Commons assembled in this present 
parl. And, ist, They and we do give most 
humble and hearty thanks unto Almightv God 
that, out of his gracious goodness, he hath been 
pleased, now at last, to dispel the clouds and 
mists, which, for 90 many years, have d:mmed 
the eves of a great part of Christendom, in the 
business whereof we do now consult. And, 
Qndly, We acknowledge ourselves most bound 
unto your maj.; that you have been pleased to 
require the humble Advice of us your obedient 
subjects, in @ case so important as this, which 
hitherto dependeth between your naj. and the 
king ot Spain; which we jointly offer trom both 
loses, no one person there disscnting or dis- 
agrecing from the rest. And it is upon mature 
censileration, and weighing many particulars 
of sundry natures, that, finding so much wang 
of sincerity in all their proceedings, we, ‘ super 
tatam materiam,’ present this our bumble Ad- 
dress unto your inaj.; that the Treaties, both 
for the Marriage and the Palatinate, cannot 
any longer be continued with the honvar of: 
your maj. the safety of your people, the welfare 
of your children and posterity, as also the as- 
surance of your ancient allies and confcders 
ates.” 

Lhe King’s ape To this apeech from 
the Archbishop, the King returned this imme- 
diate Answer: | 

<¢ My lords and gentlemen all; I have cause 
first to thank God with all my heart and all the 
ficulties of iny mind, that my spcech, which I 
delivered in parl. hath taken so good effect 
amongst you; as that, with an unanimous con- 
sent, you have freely and speedily given me 
your advice in this great business ; for which I 
also thank you all as heartily as I can.—I alsa 
cive my particular thanks to the gentlemen of 
the Lower House; for that [ heard, when some 
would have cast jealousics and douhts between 
me and my people, they presently quelled those 
motions; which otherwise might, indeed, have 
hindered the happy agreement I hope to find 
in this parl, You give me your Advice to break 
off both the Treaties, as well concerning the 
Match as the Palatinate: and now give me. 
leave, as an old king, to propound my doubts, 
and hereafter to give you my Answer.—First, 


it ig true, that I, who have becn, all the dayg 


a 


r 
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of my life, a petteerble kingy and have had the { are fittest to help for the Recovery of the Pas 
honeur, in my tithes and ampresses, to be siled ; latinate,.are at so low an ebb, that, if I assist 
“ Res Pacificus,” should be loth, without ne- | them not, they are scarce able to subsist. The 


for the restitution of the Palatinate, and that 
even since the sitting down of the parl. But 
be not jealous, nor think me such a king, that 
would, under pretence of asking yoar Advice, 
put a scorn wpon you, by disdaining and re- 
jecting it: fer you remember, that in my first 
speech unto you, for proof of my love te my 
people, I ¢raved your Advice in this great and 
weishty affair; but in a matter of this weight, 
I must first consider hew this course may agree 
with my conscience dnd honour; and next, ac- 
cenrding to the parable uttered by our Saviour, 
after } have resolved of the necessity and just- 
ness of the cause, to consider how I shall be 
enabicd to raise forces for this purpose.—As 
concerning the Case of my Children, I aw now 
old; and, as Moses saw the Land of Promise 
from an high mountain, though he had not 
leave to set ins foot on it; so it would be a 
bin comfurt to me, fet God would but su 
0 ong my days, as if I might not see thie 
ad bel at least I might be assured 
thet it would be; that then I might, with old 
n, say, ‘ nunc dimittis servum tuum, do- 

_ mme, &c.’ Otherwise it would be a grent grief 
unto me, atid I should die with a heavy and 
discomforted heart. ‘I have often said, and 
oe in the last parl. and I shall ever 
of that mind; That as lam not ambitious 

of other men’s goods or lands, so I desire not 
to enjoy a furrow of land in England, Scotland, 
or Ireland, without Restitution of the Palate 
rte: and in this mind [ will live and die— 
But fet inte acquaint you a little with the diffi- 
culties of this Case. He is an unhappy man 
that shall advise a king to war; and it is an 
unhappy thing to seck that by blood, which 
may be had by peace. Besides, I think your 
intentious are not to engage ime in war; but, 
withall, you will consider how many things are 
réqdisite thereunto.—I omit to speak of ‘my 


cessity, to embroil myself with war; far from | Princes of Germany, that should du me any 
own Necessities, they ‘are too well known. 
Sure ¥ em, I have had the least help in parl. of 


my nature and frem iay honour, which I have 
had at home and abroad, in endeavouring 
to avoid ehe effusion of Christian blood; of 
which too ranch hath been shed, and so much 
against my heat: I say, that unless # be upon 
such a necessity, that I may call #, as some 
said merrily of women, ‘ maluin necessarium,’ 

I should be loth to enter into it. And f must 

likewise are that [ have had no small 

ahy king that éver reigned over you this many | 
years, I must let you know that my disabilities | 
are incteaséd by the Charge of my son's Jonr- 
ney ihth Spain; which I was at for his honour, 
avid the hohour of this nation: by sending of | 
amhassadols, by maintaining of my childien, | 
and by assisting of the Palatinate, have ine | 
curred a gercat Debt to the king of Denmark, | 
which Tam nos able vet to pay.—The Low | 


hope viven me of obtaining better conditions 
Countiies, who,-ih regarl of their nearitess,” 


good, are all poor, weak, and disheartened, 


and do expect assistance from hence. For Ire- 
land, [ leave itto you, whether that be not a 
hack-duer to be secured. For the Navy, I 
thank Gud, it isin a better case than ever it 
was, vet more must be done; and, before it 
can be prepared as it ought to be, it Will re~ 
qatre a new char_e, as well for its own strength, 
ts tor the securing of the consts.—My children, 
I vow to God, eat no bread but by my means ; 
I must maintain them, and not sce them want, 
In the mcan time, my Customs are the best 
part of my revenues, and, in effect, the sub- 
stance of all I have to live on; all which are 
farmed out upon that condition, That of there 
be a war, those barguins are to be annulled; 
which will enforce a great defalcation._-Sub- 
sidies ask a great time to bring them in: now, 
if you assist me that way, I must take them op 
before-hand upon credit; which will eat up a 
great part of them. ‘his being my case, to 
enter into war, without sufficient means to 
support it, were to shew my teeth, and do no 
more. In the mean time, I beartuly thank you 
tor your advice, and will seriously think apon 
it; as I pray you to coasider of those other 
parts.— My Treasurer, to whose office it apper- 
tains, shall more at lange intorm you of those 
things that concera my Estate. Thus trecly 
do Lf open my heart unto you; and, having 
your hearts, { cannot want your helps; for it 
is the heart that openeth the purse, not the 
purse the heart. I wall deal frankly with you; 
shew me the means how I inay do what your 
would have me, and if I take a resolution, by 
your advice, to enter into a war, then youre | 
selves, by your own deputics, shall have the 
disposing of the moncy; I will not meddle. 
with it, but vou shall appoint your own trea- 
surers. I say not this with a purpose to invite 
you to open your purses, and then to shvthie 
you so much as not to tollaw your counsel, 
nor engage vou betore | have engaged myselt. 
Give me what you will for my own means; 
bus, [ protest, none of the monies which you 
shall give for thosc uses, shall be issued but 
for those ends, and by men elected by yours 
selves, If, upon. your offer, I shatl find the 
means to make the war honourable and safe, 


‘and that FE resulve to embrace your advice ¢ 


then F promise you, on the word of a king, that - 
althouch war and peace be the peculiar prero-+ 
yatives of kings, yet, as I have advised with: 
you in the Treaties on which the war may ch 
sue, 50 F will not treat nor accept of a peace, 
without first acquainting you with it, and heare 
ing your advice; and thercin go the er- 
way of pari. in conferring and consulting with 
you; and, hayly, the conditions of peace wilk* 
be the better, when we be prepared for war, 
according to the old proverb, that ‘ weapons 


-bode peace’— Your kind carriage gives me:nuch - 
‘content; and that comforts mo, which my josd 


,) 
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of Canterbury said, That there was not a con- 
trary voice amongst you all; like the 70 Inter- 
preters, who were led by the breath of God.— 
fam so desirous to forget all rents in former 
parliaments, that it shall not be in my default, 


1 I am not in love with parliaments, and call 
them often ; and | desire to end my life in that 
mtercourse between me and my people, for 
the making of good laws, reforming of such 
abuses as | cannot be well informed of but in 


~ pari. ahd maintaining the good government of 


the commonwealth. Therefore go on chear- 
fully, and advise of these points, and my reso- 
bition shall then be declared.” 

. Fhe Lords consider the State of the Nation.} 
March 11. The Lords took into consideration 
the State of the Nation; which the Lord Trea- 
surer* first gave an Account of to the house: 
afterwards a message was agreed upon to 
be sent to the Commons, to this purpese:” 
That, according to his maj.’s command, a Re- 
lation of his Estate had been made by the lord 
treasurer unto them; and they imagine the 
kke hath been done in their house, hy some 
members of it there: thercture, as this is like 
to be the foundation of these endeavours, which 
musttirst arise fromthem, lest some doubts should 
be started in that house, as there had been 
among the Lords, (which hy all means they do 
kabour toavoid) their lordships desire ameeting, 
with all conyement spced: where the Prince 
will be pleased, in his own person, to clear 
such doubts as have arisen in this business,” 
This was agreed to by the Commons; the place, 
to be the Painted Chamber; the time, im- 
mediately. 

_ March 12. ‘The Lord president of the Coun- 
eil, (the viscount Mandevile,) reported to the 
house what passed at the Conterence, yesterday, 
with the Commons. He said, . “ That his royal 
hivhness’s speech was fram’d ae two Doubts; 
one started in that house, and the second pro- 
posed by himself; and that he used an heroic 
specch at the last. His highness told them 
That the lord treasurer had delivered to the lords 
the present necessity of the King’sestate. And 
a doubt arising amongst their lordships, what 
the king’s end might be in this, his highness 
thoucht fit w give his own sense thereof; and, 
lest the like doubt might also have arisen 
amongst them, the lords had commanded him, 
as his hivhuess was pleased to say, to declare 
thus much unto them: ‘ That the king did not 
intend, by that Declaration, that-we should pre- 
‘ gently enter into consideration of relieving the 
king’s estate; but, to let us see and know,, 
that he could not, of himself, and upon -his 
estate, maintain the war that might ensue upon 
gur advice; but intended that, iu the first place, 
we should provide for the defence and safety 


Sea ae ee ee eee 
~~ ®Lionel Cranfield, enrl of Middlesex, who 
was appointed lord treasurer on the removal of 
the viscount Mandeville to the office of lord 
president: But how this Account, was receiv-, 
ed, and tbe consequences thereof to himself, 
will appear inthe sequel, | ofc 


of the kingdom; and when we had. resolved 
upon that, then it should appear a thing of no 
great dithculty to scttle the king’s estate in his 
own due time.” This was for the resolution of 
the first Doubt.—Another Doubt his highness 
moved of himself, That it might be some might 
fear and imagine, that, when these things shall 
be settled, the king would be slow to call us 
tocether again. For this his highness urged 
them to call to mind the latter part of the king’s 
last Answer, “ That it should not be his faule 
if he was not in love witb parliaments; and 
that, having occasion lately to send unto the 
king, he found his maj. willing to call us often 
to meet in parliament. But 3 things his high- 
ness wished us chiefly to consider: 1. How far 
this business was gone on already. 2. How far 
the year was run on. And, 3. How far we 
have exasperated those whom we may conceive 
tobe ourenemies. ThreegoodItems. There- 
fore it was fit to use expedition, and so to pro- 
vide, that we might not only shew our teeth, 
and dono more; but also be able to bite when 
there shall be cause. One thing more the 
Prince added, as follows: but this he told them, 
they must take as spoken from himself: and 
certainly it was principe dignum, a mest heroic 
speech; viz. Gentlemen. ‘I pray you think 
seriously of this business; take it to heart and 
consider it, First, my Father’s honour, next 
mine; and more particularly mine, because it 
ig my new entering into the world. If, in this, 
ye shall fail me, ye shall not only dishonour 
me, but bring dishonour upon yourselves : but, if 
ye go on with courage, and shew alacrity and. 
readiness in this business, you shall so oblige me 
unto you now,that I will never forget it hereafter; 
and, when time doth serve, ve shall find yourlove 
and your labour well bestowed.”—Which Re- 
port the lord president ended thus: This con- 
clusion did so take us, that we all prayed God to 
bless him, as we had just cause to honour him. 
When the Lords had heard the lord presi- 
dent's Report, they received a message from 
the Commons to this effect; That they had 
certain information of great sums of gold to 
be transported beyond seas, and, as they con- 


jectured, by the Papists: .Wherefore they 


thought good to acquaint their lordships, ia 
whose power it is to redress the same, that 
they may take such order therein as their lord- 
ships think good. The Lords answered, That 
they would immediately enquire about that 
matter.—Soon after. came another message 
from the commons, .importing, That having 
taken into mature deliberation the king’s Ag- 
swer, given unto the Advice of both Hauses on 
Friday last, the 5th of March, they have re- 
solved, with great alacrity and unanimous 
consent, to give his. maj. assistance: and, b 

reason of the correspandence between both 
houses they desire a conference; the number, 
time and place, at their lordships appointment. 
In answer to this the Lords are. presently, 
a committee of 6 from each bench to attend 
this conference, that afternoon, and, because. 
some emergencies may happen which will 
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eccaston the advice of the house, they agrecd 
to sit at the same time. 

March 12, p.m. The committee of lords 
being returned from the Conlerence with the 
Commons, the abp. of Canterbury made the 
Report of it to the house, to this effect : “ That 

committee of the Commons acquainted 
them, That they were first commanded to re- 
turn the hearty thanks of their whole house to 
the Prince for his higbness’s speech unto their 
committee; at their last meeting; wherein they 
took much joy and comfort ; and to assure him, 
that they will be ever very tender of his high- 
bess’s honour. That they had concurred, with 
one unanimous consent, to the assi:tance of his 
maj. whensoever he shall be pleased to declare 
hinself touching the breaking off the two Trea- 
ties with Spain. That they bad drawn up a 
model of that which they intend to present to 
his maj.; and, fur good correspondency, they 
had brought the same to be alowed of here, 
with such amendments, ia the introduction 
only, as their lordships should think fit.”—Then 
attorney general read the Declaration, and 
the Lords gave their consent to the substance 
of it, by a general vote of the house ; but agrced 
to mend the saine in the introduction, because 
% was in the name of the Commons only. This 
addition the other committce assented to; and, 
when it was all finished, it was agreed to be 
bing to the king, by a committee of both 
uses, at such time as his maj. would please 
to admit them to his presence. 

The Journals of the Commons are very de- 
ective in their first account of this session 
called The Originals; but this is supplied 

a subsequent Account, much fuller than 
the other: and, as those uf the Lords are so 
prolix in the Trials, &c. now before them, we 
shall begin with the Commons at this period, 
to avoid repetitions. What we find most re- 
markable in them are these: 

State of the King’s Debts.} March 11, The 
Chanc, of the Excheq. reported some particu- 
lars relating to the King’s present Debts, occa- 
sioned by some late expences, and purticularly 
the long and deceitful treaties he had-entered 
into, ‘ That, from the year 1617, the king had 
expended 145,0001. in entertainment of am- 
bassadors sent hither; charge of the naval cx- 
Siri against the pirates; on ships tor the 

ince’s Journey; money taken up by the 
ae in Spain, &c. That there was 80,0001. 

e to the king of Denmark, with interest. 
Towards alt these ** * (Here is an hiatus for 
what had been given towards it.) And he next 

eeds to acquaint the house what savings, 
m the public Expences, had been made; as, 
“ That, for Ireland, an Establishment was be- 
gun there, both for church and commonwealth; 
which, parsued, would sabsist of itself: for the 
Navy, besides the king’s timber, it cost 50,0001. 
@ year; reduced these last 5 years to 30,0001. 
and ten new ships built, besides many houses 

r magazines+ for the Forts, a commission was 
~ this last summer to two persons, who 

r, qade a certificate of the saaee 3: which 

OL. 1, 
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may be seen when the house pleases.” The 
uext that spoke was 

Sir Benj. Rudyard, who proved, in the suc 
ceeding reign, a great orator in the house: he 
said, “© That want of parliarnents were the prin- 
cipal means of the growth of Grievances ia 
the cummunwealth: that the king’s propos 
tions to us now, were, how tu make good that 
breach which we advise him to: to prepare for 
their own security: to intreat the Lords to join 
with them in 2 committee of a council of war, 
to devise the titrest means to secure Ireland, 
our forts, fit out our wavy, and join with 
the Low Countries: also tu present the king 
with some relict tor himself to sweeten hin, 
besides the provisiou for war.” : 
' There were wany speakers lesides, on these 
affairs, all tendiny to advise the king to dissolve 
the 'Lreaties; and, at last, it was reso!ved, upon 
the question, “ That, in pursuit of their Ad- 
vice, upon his maj.’s Declaration to brenk ‘the 
Treaties, they would be ready to assist him, in 
a parliamentary manner, with their fortunes 
and abilities.” This was carried without one 
negative voice: but the result of all these Re- 
solutions will appear in the subsequent Pro- 
ceedings of the Lords. 

The Declaration of both Houses ta assist hg - 
Maj. upon his dissoliing of the Treaties with 
Spain.}) March 13. His royal highness ac- 
quainted the house, That his maj. was pleased 
the committees of both houses should attend 
him the next,day, at Whitehall, at 2 in the af 
ternoon, in order to deliver their Declaration, 
And a preamble to it being thought necessary 
by the Lords, the same was communicated, by 
message, to the Commons, and approved of 
by that house. Accordingly, March 14, the 
abp. of Canterbury (Geo. Abbot) who had 
been appointed to deliver these matters to the, 
king, waited on him, at the head of the com- 
mittee of both houses, and spoke as follows: 

“© May it please your sacred Majesty; We 
are come unto vou again froin your most faithe 
ful subjects and Joyal servants, the lords and 
cominons in this present parl, assembled. And, 
first, we humbly let your maj. know how mack 
we hold vurselycs buurrd to Almighty God, 
that he hath set a king to rule and reign over 
us, who is pleased, 1 the greatest and weight- 
iest Causes, to speak and be spoken anto in 
parl. by his good and loving people; which 
maketh a king to understand them over whom 
he beareth rule, and them again to understand 
him. It is a true bond that teth the heart of 
a‘sovereign to a subject, and of a subject, re 
ciprocally, to their liege lord and sovereign. 
Next, we rejoice that your maj. bas shewn 
yourself sensible of-the insinterity of that peoe 
ple, with whom, of late, you have had a double 

reaty, and of the indignities offered by them 
to your blessed son, the Prince, and to’ your 
royal daughter; and that your kingly heart ig - 
filled with an earnest desire to make réparation 
to her noble consort and herself of the Patati 
nate, their patrimonial possesion; whict B 
aad to justice, and yato all the lawe bash 

4 : : 
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of God and man. For the effecting whereof, 
to testify with what alacrity, and with what ex- 
-pediteness and unifurinity of heart, buth your 
ous of parl. in the name of your whole 
-Akingdom, have borne themselves unto your 
myj. with otter to give you their real assistance ; 
we have digested it into writing, lest by the 
verbal or vocal delivery of any one person, 1t 
may miscarry, or the expression of our zeal be 
weakened and diminished; which we humbly 
pray your maj. to give me Jeave to read unto 
you. 


“ The Parliament’s Remonstrance or Declara- 
tion to the King. 


“© May it please your must excellent Maj. ; 
We your maj.’s most humble and loyal sub- 
jects, the lords and commons in this present 
parl. assembled, having lately received and 
taken into our consideration your gracious and 
prudent Answer, given to the unanimous and 
Tanble Advice presented to your maj. in the 
hame of both houses, (that the two ‘lreaties, 
one of the Palatinate, the other of the Mar- 
tinge, might be dissolved), do, in all humbie- 
ness, render to your maj. our most dutiful 
thanks, that you have been pleased to take in 
60 good part the manner of our proccedings in 
that weighty business ; as, likewise, graciously 
to intimate your i inclination not to reject 
that counsel which yourself was pleased to 
ask; and which, accordingly, hath been offered 
to your maj. in the name of both the houses.— 
And whereas, in your princely wisdom, you 
made known to us, That your own treasure, 
by reason of your extraordinary charge and 
expence at this time, is so much exhausted, 
that your maj. by your own means, cannot 
support a war, which, haply, way follow on the 
breach of these Treatics: we do therefore, 
tnost humbly and earnestly, beseech your maj.: 
that neither that, nor any other consideration, 
may hinder your present resolution, tor which 
you have our most chearful and universal ad- 
vice; and we do, with dutiful and zealous af- 
fections, assuré your maj. and hereby manifest 
and deéclure, ‘That in pursuit of our advice, 
upon your rcsolution made to dissolve the said 
Treaties, (the deferring whereof may prove 
dangcrous) we will be ready, im a parliamen- 
tary manner, with our persons and abilities to 
Assist you.” 

The King’s Answer.| To the foregoing Re- 
monstrance, the King answered as follows : 

- © My lords and gentlemen all; I have no- 
thing to say to the preamble of my lord of 
Canterbury, but that he intimated something 
in it which I never spoke: for whereas he said, 
* I have shewed myself sensible of the insin- 
cerity of those, with whom I had lately tw deal, 
nd of the indignity offered to my children :’ 
in this you must give me Icave to tell you, that 
have not expressed inyself to be either sensi- 
le or insensible of their good or bad dealing: 
uckingham hath wade a relation to you, by 
my, commandment, which you are to judge 
upon ; but I oever yet dglivered my mind upon 


it. When Jupiter speaks, he uses to join his 
thunder to it; and a king should aot speak, 
except he maintain it by action. As for the 
Matter of their Declaration unto my dewands, 
which you have couched in that paper, which 


-L now heard read unto me, I centess, it 13 


without example, that any king hath had such 
an ofer, And, with your favour, | need fear 
nothing in this world, having so much the 
hearts of my people. For the large otter of 
assistance, J hold it to be more than millions 
of Subsidies; and, indeed, W is an ample re- 
ward for the trust and freedom which [ have 
used with you.—But, my lords and gentlemen, 
you must ive me leave, on the other side, to 
consider the possibility of the action: for, i 
this case, T must do, as a nan that maketb a 
fortification, which must have out-works and 
in-works; so I must not deal only with my own 
people, but with my neighbours and allies, to 
apsist Ine in so great a business as the Reco- 
very of the Palatinate. And in this case, it is 
not suthcient to have the hearts of my sub- 


jects, without the help of my neighbours and 


allies. On the other side, unless particular 
means he set down, it will neither be a bridle 
to our cnemies, nur a comfort to my friends 
who shall join with me. General words will 
not carry it; therefore I must resort to parti- 
cular means, and tollow the counsel of our Sa- 
viour Christ in the gospel, betore I begin a 
war, to see how Tecan maintain it. God knows 
it is a longsome work, yet I desire with Moses, 
us [ suid before, but to see the Land of Pro- 
wise, though 1 Jive not ull it be recovered. 
But unless particular means be discovercd, it 
is litle ta the point: therefore, since you give 
me such fair general promises, 1 wall deal freely 
with you, [ will tell you, in particular, the way 
[I will propose, cither by way of Subsidies or 
otherwise ; which being done in’ parliament, is 
a parliumentary way. [would require you to 
be pleased to bestow upon me five Subsidies, 
and two 15ths to every Subsidy, for the war: 
aud, for mine own necessities, my crying Debts 
are so beavy, that no man can bear them with 
acreater grict of heart, and sting of conscience, 
than I have done, and du: and | now growing 
old, would be glad to see @ means for the sa- 
tistving of my Debts before I go out of the 
world: and, tor this end, I desire you would 
give me one Subsidy and two 15ths yearly, un- 
till my Debts be paid.” | 

[Here the Prince his highness taking notice of 
an objcction made, that this unght seem con- 
tradictory to that which his highness had told 
the committee of both houses, That the ak 
maj. would ask nothing for bis own particular 
till the wars were provided for: the Prince 
said, That the duke of Buckingham, in his ab- 
sence, hath moved this doubt unto the king. 
Whereupon the duke aflirmed, that, speaking 
with the king about it, his maj. was pleased to 
say, If we would add one Subsidy, aud two 
15thsto make it up 6 Subsidies and twelve 15ths 
for the war, le was well content to quit that 
which he bad asked for his own vecessitics. }-—- 
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The king proceeded: “ If this may be done, 
or that Lt tnay see a fair way tor it, E will toilow 
your advise; for | would never have-asked 
your advice to reyect it, or to put a scorn upon 
you. For the lesving of these Subsidies and 
{5ths T would have you to cousider how to 
dear these two dinculties. Lt you levy them 
‘too suddeniy, it may be heavy tor the people ; 
if you stay Loo long, it will nut serve the turn: 
bur this I leave to your consideration. And 
since L leave it to yourselves tu receive the 
money, and expend it by your owa committees 
of bo’h nouses, you may be the more sccure. 
And yet [ would not have you to be too hasty 
in the levyiug of it, that no extremity be shewed 
to my people by imposing too heavy a burden 
upon them, wich Ged forbid. On the other 
side,the business will not sutter tee long lingering 
about it. 1 told you betore, I had, in this 
preat business, to look to my couscience and 
onour, as well as to the means: for the means, 
I must have it from you; my conscience and 
honour is my own, of which I have thought, 
and do think daily, and how I shall be able to 
discharge them as a king oughttodo, In this 
aes am already resolved in a great part ; 
ut, if any scruple shall remain with me will 
acquaint you with it, and not only scek but 
follow your advicc.” [Here again the Prince 
said, he had spokea with his father, to know 
of han, whether he was satistied in honour and 
conseicuce that he might in this case undertake 
a war; and tht his maj. answered, “ He was 
already satistied and resolved therein; but, for 
the manner of publishing it, he would take 
your advice.” Then the duke of Buck. said, 
* The reason’ why his maj. used these words, 
was, that having formerly spoken of his honour 
and conscience, if he should now have lett 
them out, it might have been thought that mo- 
ney only had drawn him to it. But the king 
said he was already satistied and resolved, yet 
would have ouradvice for the maner of declar- 
ing it.”] The king again proceeded, “ [ told 
you betore, that this was the way to make me 
in love with parliaments: and, to shew mine 
Inclination to continue them still, my resolution 
is to make this a session for the passing of as 
many good laws, as, in convenient time, may be 
prepared ; and at Michaelmas, or within a few 
days after, to have a new session, and another 
at the spring. And, in the mean time, you 
may go down and acquaint yourselves with the 
grievances of my people, and you shall see my 
care to make good laws, and to reform abuses ; 
that so my subjccts mny find the good fruits of 
parhaments and rejoice in them: and, [ pro- 
test, as I have asked your advice in these 
points, which T needed not tg have done, su I 
will never enter into awy agrecment or treaty of 
composition for peace, which is the end of war 
(else it is unjust nad unchristian) without your 
advice: and I will help you myself, it we enter 
ito a war, to make it allowable to the world, 
and honourable for me.” 
Lhe Parliament's Address to the King upon 
voting a Supply,| March 29. The Lords re- 
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ceived a messaze from the Commons, import 
ing, ‘That, sauce they desired all expeditioa 
to be made in the great business of the two 
Treaties, and had taken into consideration 
his uza).’s last Auswer, they have thought on a 
Proposition to be made tu him touching those 
atturs; wherefore they desire a conterence 
with the Lords about it. ‘This conference was 
accepted by the Jords; and, when their come 
Inittee was returoed trum it, the Report was 
made by the abp, ef Canterbury, That the 
Coramons had delivered to them their Propos 
sitions in writing, gud had lett a blank for their 
lordships to be named with them, if they 
thougtit fit. Then they were read to the house, 
and the question being put, it was agrecd, by 
ail, only one lord disseuting, ty till up the 
blank. But afterwards, the Lords taking :x- 
ception against one clause about religion, mene 
tioned in the said Proposition, the Commons 
agreed to leave it out; but not without a dis 
vision of their house, The proposal trom the 
two houses theretore, as 1t was delivered to the 
king by the abp. of Canterbury, was ia these 
words : 

‘© Most gracious Soveraign ; We your maj.’s 
most humble and loyal subjects, the lords and 
commons in this present parl. asseinbled, do 
first render to your most sacred maj. our inost 
dutital thanks, for that, to our unspeakable 
comfort, vou have vouchsafed to express yours 
sell so well sausfied with our late Declaration 
made unto vour maj. of our general reso- 
lution, in pursuit of our huinble advise, to 
assist your majesty in a parliamentary way 
with our persons and abilities—And whereas 
your majcsty in your great wisdom and judge 


‘ment foreseeing that it will make @ deeper 


impression, beth in the enemies of that cause, 
aud in your friends and allies, if they shall noe 
only hear of the cheerful offers, but also see 
the real perfurmance of your subjects towards 
so great a work, was graciously pleased to de- 
scund to a particular preposition, for the advane 
cing of this great business ; we therctfore, in all 
humbieness, most ready and willing to give 
your maj. and the whole wurid, an ample tes- 
timony of our sincere and dutiful intentions 
herein, upon mature advice and deliberation, 
as well of the weight and importance of this 
great attauir, as of the prescnt estate of this 

yur kingdom (the weal and satety whereof is, 
in our judginents, apparently threatened, if 
your maj.’s resolution, for the dissolving of the 
‘Lreaties now in question be longer deferred ¢ 
and that provision for defence of your realn, 
and aid of your friends and allies, be not seas 
sonably made) have, with a cheertul consent of 
all the Commons, no one dissenting, and with 
a full and chearful consent of the Lords, re- 
solved, That, upon your maj.’s public declarae 
tion for the dissolution and utter discharge of 
both the said Treatics, of the Marriage and of 
the Palatinate, in puesuit of our advice there- 
in; and towards ile support of that war which 
is likely to ensue; and more particularly for 
those four points proposed by your may.nauicly, 
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for the Defence of this vour realm, the secur- 
ang of Ireland, the assistance of your neigh- 
bours the states of the United Provinces, and 
other your inaj.’s friends and allies, and for the 
setting forth of your royal navy) we will grant 


for the present the greatest aid which was ever 


given in parl. to be levied in so short a tine, 
that is to say, $ entire Subsidies, and 3 15ths, 
to be ali paid within the compass of ove whole 
year after your .muj. shall be pleased to make 
the said Declaration; the money to be paid 
_ avto the bands, and expended by the direction 
of such comumitiecs or commissioners, as here- 
after shall be agreed upon at this present ses- 
siou of parl.—And so we most humbly beseech 
your maj. graciously to accept of these first- 
fruits of our hearty oblation, dedicated to that 
work, which we sincerely desire may prosper 
and be advanced, and, for the future, to rest 
contidently assured, ‘That if you should be en- 
gaged in # real war, we, your loyal and loving 
subjects, will never fail, in a parliamentary 
way CO assist your maj. in so royal a design ; 
wherein your own honour, and the honour of 
your most noble son, the Prince; the ancient 
renown of this nation, the welfare, and very 
subsistence of your noble and only daughter, 
and her consort, and their posterity, the safety 
of your own kingdom and people; and the 
proserity of your neighbours and allies, are so 
deeply engaged.” 

Morley and others punished for reflecting on 
the Lord Keeper.}] Murch 23. One Tho. 
Morley, having presented a Pctition to the 
Lords, highly reflecting on the lord keeper, for 
some indirect practice against him in the Star. 
Chamber ; and, afterward, printing and dis- 
persing many copics abroad: the said Morley 
was called before the house to answer the same; 
and, after a full hearing of his allegations, be- 
baving himself very unpudently at the bar, he 
was, by general consent, sentenced, “ 1. That 
the said Morley shail, for his great offence, be 
tnprisoned in the Fleet during the pleasure of 
the house. @. That he shall undergo to the 
king, a fine of 10001. 3. ‘That he shall stand, 
‘with his neck if the pillory, in Cheap, with one 
of the said Petitions upon his head, at 11 in 
the forenoon, 
ble submission and acknowledginent of his 
fanit here at the bar, and also im chancery, 
unto the lord keeper, the first day of next 
term.”—One David Waterhouse, who had 
— the said Petition for Morley, was also 

ed 500]. and imprisoned during pleasure, 
&c. The printer was likewise punished, but 
in a milder manner, : 

‘ Both Houses present to the King a Memorial 
én Justification of the D. of Buckinghum,] 
Marebh 24. .The Lords went upon a furher 


Justi ication of the duke of Buckingham, against | 


the complaint of the Spanish ambassador to 
the king, And there having been a Memorial 
resented to his maj. by both houses concern- 
_3ng it, according to an order of the 27th Feb. 
Jast and the first of March, the Report of it 
was made to the house this day, by the Lord- 
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Kecper, with the King’s Answer to it, 4a man- 
ner following : 

‘ May it may please your most excellent 
maj.; Your maj.’s inost loyal subjects, the lords 
spiritual and temporal, the knights, ciuzens, 
and burgesses, assembled at this ume, ur both 
houses of parl. being informed of a Complaint 
made to your muj.against the lo.d duxe ot Buck, 
that, in the Narrative which, by your magj.’s 
command, he made to beth houses, the 24th of 
Feb. last past, he should let tall some passages 
grievouste the honour of the king of Spam, 
and inferred to be of so high a nature, as, # 
the like had been spoke by any subject of thet 
king against your maj. it would not have beea 
otherwise expiated, than with the loss of his 
head that spoke it: Taking this into their sere 
gus consideration, and coaceiviug that this ac- 
cusation doth, in an oblique line, fasten an 
aspersion upon themselves alsa, du, in at sub- 
mission and humility, make to your maj. a 
threetuld representation: 1st, concerniu.g chat 
king, they do, unanimously, absolutely acquit 
and clear the lord duke trom letung fall 
any words, at all, derogatory to the bhoooar of 
that king. 2 For that concerns my lord, they 
do, in the like humility, attest unto your ina}. 
That if my lord duke had omitted any matter 
represented unto them that day, he bad for so 
ouch failed in the performance of ust duty 
and fidelity which he oweth unto your maj. to 
the business, and unto both houses. 3. For 
what concerneth themselves, they make bold, 
in like humility, to represent unto your maj. 
That they do much hunour my lord the duke 
for that Narration, and do render unto him 
all possible thanks fur the fidelity and industry 
expressed therein; and so, without your fur- 
ther trouble, do humbly beseech your maj. to 
interpret fair of this their Kepresentation, 
einigh they held themselves bound to offer unto 
your maj. for the clearing of so cminent a per- 


‘son; who, as they verily believe, hath, 10 ths 


negotiatiun, well-deserved of your maj. and the 
common-wealth. : 

This ended, the Lord Keeper proceeded thus 
in his report. “ Now, my lords, concerning 
his maj.’s Speech ; it is nut to he expressed or 
reported, because it is a speech of atfection as 
well as of narration, not possible to be uttered, 
but in the same words it was delivered : there- 
fore, unless a man had Myron’s art, ‘qui ant 
mos hominum depinxisse dicitur,’ who could 
paint to the life the souls and affections of 
men, he cannot do this as it should be done ; 
for, as Livy said of Cicero, ‘ ad laudandum 
Ciceronem, altero Cicerone opus est, there 
had need to be another Cicero to undertake 
the commending of Cicero; 50, surely, he 
ought to have as large a heart as our gracious 
king, that will report his powerfal’and gracious 
expressions. I will therefore crave pardon of 
the house for delivering. it in writing, very near 
the words and syllables in which it was pro- 
nounced ; and, first, to be read once or twice, 
if your lordships plense, to the house, and then 
to be entescd in the Jouraal Book, as a record 
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of no small comfort and consequence to the 
public: for I may, without flattery, which, for 
ought I know, I have been ever free from, de- 
clare, That such servants as these, ‘ sunt in- 
strumenta boni seculi,’ are tools and instru- 
ments to carve out a brave and happy world 
to ensuing posterity, as Symmachus writes in 
ope of his epistles.” 
The King’s Answer.) This said, the lord 
keeper read his maj.’s Speech, out of a paper, 
tia hec verba :—“< My lords and geutieman all ; 
J-might have reason to speak nothing in regard 
of the person whereof you speak, but, iu re- 
ere of your motion, }t were not civil; tor if I 
silent, I shall wrong neither myselt, nor that 
noblemaa which you now speak of, because he 
3s well known to be such an one as stands in 
no need of a prolocutor, or fidejussor, to un- 
dertake for his fidelity, or well carrying of bis 
-business: and, mdeed, to send a man upon 
so great an errand, whom I was not resolved 
to trust for the carriage thereof, were a fault in 
my discretion scarce compatible to the love 
and trust I bear him. It is an old and true 
saying, ‘ That he is a brppy man that serves a 
master ;’ and it is no less truth, That he 
sa happ master that enjoys a faithful ser- 
vant. — he eatest fault, if at be a fault, or 
at leastwise the greatest error, I hope he shall 
» ever Commit against me, was his desiring this 
Justitication from you, as if he should have 
need of any justification from others towards 
me; aad that for these reasons: first, because 
he, being my disciple and scholar, may be as- 
sured I will trust bis own Relation. 2. Be- 
cause he made the same Relation unto me, 
which he did afterwards uuto both bouses ; so 
as I was formerly acquainted both with the 
matter and manner thereot ; and if I should not 
trust him in the carriage, I was altogether un- 
worthy of such ascrvant. He hath no Iate- 
test of his own in the business: he had ill 
thoughts at home for his going thither with my 
gon, although it was my command, as I told 
you before: and now he hath as httle thanks 
for bis Relation on the other part ; yet he that 
gerveth God and a good master cannot mis- 
carry for all this. I have noted in his negoti- 
ation these 3 remarkable things, faith, diligence, 
and discretion; whereof my son bath borne 
record unto me; yet I cannot deny, but, as he 
thought to do good service to his master, he 
hath given il example to ambassadors in tune 
to come, because he went this long journey 
upon his own charges. This would prove an 
all example, if many of my ambassadors should 
take it fur a precedent. He ran his head into 
the yoke with the people hcre tor vadertaking 
the journey, and when he there spent about 40 
or 50,0001. never offered his account, nor made 
any demand for the same, or ever will, I hope 
other ambassadors will do so no wore. I am 
@ good master that never doubted of him; for 
I knew him to be so good a scholar of imine, 
ghat I say, without vanity, he will not excced 
ig master’s dictates; and I trust the report 


pot the worse he made, because ¢ 6 approved 
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by you all; yet I believe an honest man as 
much as all the world, and the rather, be 
cause be was a disciple of mine. [ am giad he 
has so well satisticd you, and thank you very 
heartily for taking it in so good part, as 1 find 
you have done.” 

When this Answer was also read, and on. 
dered to be entered in the Journais, the duke 
of Buckingham stood up, and gave unto the 
lords his most hearty thauks for the great ta- 
vour they had done him; and protessed to 
their lordships, “ That thev had absolutely en- 
gaged him tor the time to come, tu employ all 
the power and favour, which he had in his 
maj.’s service, for the public good, and for the 
service ot every one of their lurdships, in pars 
ticular, who should have occasiun to make use 
of lum. Concerning his Journey to S,ain, it 
did not cost hun so much as his maj. was , 
pleased to name; yet, whatsoever it was, he 
might very well expend it in his maj.’s service, 
being but the produce of his bouury and good- 
ness towards him. And, if his maj. should ex- 
tend his |i: erality to any one of iis ambassa- 
dors, in so large a proportion, they would be 
very unthanktul, if they did not do as much 
for him as he had done.”—The duke further 
declared, “ That it was his maj.’s intent to 
send a present dispatch into Spain, in order te — 
break off the two ‘Ircaties of the Match and 
the Palatunate, as was required by parl. with 
the reasons moving him thereto.” 

The Lords no sooner heard this latter part 
of the dukc’s Speech, than they sent a message 
to the Commons to desire an immediate con- 
ference with them, in order te communicate 
this pleasing news to that house. And joyful 
news it was to all England, as well as to the 
par|. The city of London, Rushworth tells ns, 
testified their approbation of it by bontires, 
ringjng gf bells, and other demonstrations of 
joy: but, as it is common in those cases, for 
the mob to exult too much, aod carry their 
zeal tag far, so, in this, they exceeded their 
bounds, as appears by the following abstract 
from the Journals. ‘The king had published % 
Declaration of this breach with ‘Spain the da 
before, which ogcasioned the rejoicing:. And, 
this day, the duke of Buckingham signified to 
the lords, ‘‘ That the people making bontires, 
yesterday for- joy of the king's Declaration, 
some of the servants of the Spanish ambassador 
looking out at them, were very uncivilly used.” 
Theretore his grace moved their lordships to 
take this into thejr. consideration, and re- 
dress the wrong done to a foreign ambassador, 
The house approved well ot the duke’s motion, 
and agreed, That if they could, by strict en- 
quiry, which they intended to make, find out 
the offenders therein, they would cause them 
to be punished, according to the king’s late 
proclamation, forbidding any abuses to be of 
fered to ambaseadors. And they further agreed 
to signity this to the Commons at the next con- 
ference. ‘ | -¢ % 

Lhe King’s declaration upon breaking off 
the Treaty with Spasn.] March 25.  Exstar 
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now drawing nigh, the Lords agreed to a recess 
all April1., In the mean time they appointed 
a committee to assist the king’s secretaries, in 
that vacancy, in drawing upa Manifesto of this 
great affair; of which they also agreed to in- 
torm the Commons. The same day, a com- 
snittee of Lords being returned from a con- 
ference with the Conunons, the lord president 
read the king’s Declaration, wiich he made two 
days b¢ fore to a cummittce of both the houses; 
which was in these words: 

«© My Lords and Genuemen; The last time 
I spake to you anent this great business, [ told 
you what, In my Opinion, was necessurily re- 
quired for the beginning of it, the reasons where- 
of you have truly set down out of my last speech ; 
wherein I shewed you what good it would do, 


~and what harm it. might free us trom, to express 


particular aids at this time as well as gencral 
promises, It 1s truce, J must confess, that how 
far you declare yourselves, is suthcient for the 
present entran: e hito the business, tho’ a vreat 
deal sbort of what I told you it would require. 
But, as God bears me re ord, I never did stick 
for money, but only desired vou to clear your- 
selves by particulars, that [ may see how I may 
be able to go thro’ so great a matter, at least 
to make agood beginning of the war; for what 
the end will be, Gud knows.—So, on the other 
art, 1 gave you thanks for vour general offer, 
by which vou did engage yourselves, in your 
lives and estates, which is more than foriy Sube 
sides, if you had named them, aud more worth 
than a kingdom; for the strength of a king, 
next under the protection of God, stands in 
the hearts of his people. And I must necd say, 
in this particular, it 1s without example, that 
ever avy parliament, for a beginning, gave toa 
king so vreat a Supply to be levied in sa short a 
time, ‘This may well serve for a preparation: 
and, for my part, first, considering your general 
offer, (which 1s ten trnes morc to me than all 
Subsidies) aud, next, cunsidcring that these 
particulars, comjng from you, be as much as at 
once you are able to pay im so short a time, 
being within a year, nad as much as may be 
well expected; therefore, with as much love, 
and us great thanks, as a loving and kind king 
ean give to so loving and duuitul people, I 
thank you for your offer, and do accept it. | 
told you before, that I would never have craved 
your advice to reject it, and so put a scorn 
upon you: think mine not that man.—It 1s true, 
I think no wise king can undertake so great a 
bargain, but he must well bethink hiniself be- 
fore-hand: and I account it better that a king 
advise well before he take a resolution, than ad- 
vise rashly, and after repent. Theretore I de- 
elare unto you, That as f am willing to follow 
your advice in the annulling and breach of the 
two Treaties, both of the Match and of the 
Palatinate; so, on the other ‘part, I assure 
myself, you will make good what you have 
said, That what you advise me unto, you will 
assist me in, with your wisdom, and council, 
and forces, if need require.—I pray you have 
a charitable opinion of me, as you are to have 
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of a king who hath so long ruled and governed 
over you; and I may vaunt myself thus tar ta 
have done it with justice and peace: but, as I 
told you before, all my torbearance hath becu 
for sparing the effusion of Christian blood, and 
as the most easy and probable way for recover- 
ing the Palatinate for my children. It is true 
I have been so Jong delayed and paid with 
generals, that [ dare not longer trust unto 
them; which made me enjoin Buckingham te 
make a particular Relation unto you of all 
that business, (and I am sure such an Account 
was never before given in parl.) that thereby 
you may know what to trust to. 1 could, in 
this case, have resolved myself; but, I thought 
it could not but be both a strength and houour 
to me to have the advice of my people. My 
lords: In the late part. I then declared # unto 
you, that I was resolved, without respect of 
friendship, or match, or whatsoever, to have 
the Palatinate one way or other. I hope 
you remember it.—God is my Judge and Saviour 
I never had any other end, and itis pity I 
should live to have any other end; and, tor my 
part, except, by such means as God may put 
vuto my hands, I may recover the Palatinate, 
I could wish never to have been born. I am 
old, but mine only son is young, and I will pro- 
mise for myself and him both, that no means 
shall be unused for the recovery of it. And 


this [ dare say, as old as 1 am, if it might do 


good to the business, I would go in my own 
person, and think my labour and travel well 
bestowed, tho’ I should end my days there: for 
i I should spare any means possible for the 
recovery of it, then let me be thought not 
worthy to reign over you; and, in good faith, I 
never resolved to live with other mind, And, 
I will say more, there was never any enemy of 
my son-in-law, with whom I talk’d of that 
business, or any that ever I spake with of the 
sume, which did not say, and contess, I had 
reason to have the Palatinate, one way or 
other: And when they say that it is good reason, 
and themselves allowed it, it is a guod spur to 
me to think on it.—My lords and gentlemen, 
thus far assure yourselves, 1 will go cheartully 
about it, to prepare all things possible for it; 
and as you have given me the means, so will I 
employ them toward it.—In the next degree, 
[ hope you will think of me; but that I leave 
to your own counsel and consideration: but, I 
protest to God, a penny of this money shall not 
he bestowed but upon this work, and hy your 
own cammittecs: and, I assure myself, you will 
think of me for a double reason, my Customs 
are likely to fall, by occasion of the war, and 
my Charges increase ; but, undertaking the war, 
I must go thro’ with it one way or other, tho! 
I sell my jewels and all, In the next session 
you will consider how this hath been husbanded, 
and, according to that, think what is next to be 
donc; and it will spur you the more to enable 
me for the rest, whereof I speak to you betore. 
I will clear you in some things (for I will not 
deal with you in any thing but fairly and clearly 
as a king): tho’ I have broken the necks of 
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three parliametts, one after another, I hope 
that, in this parl. you shall be so resolved of the 
sincerity of my heart, and uf your duties and 
affections, that this shall be a happy parl. and 
make me greater and bappier than uay king of 
England ever was-——In my last speech I pro- 
mised you, thatif I accepted your offer, I would 
follow your.advice, and would not after hearken 
to any treaty of pence, without first acquajut- 
ing you, and requiring your advice; and I like- 
wise promised nothing should be spent of your 
monies but by your own coimmittces: but I 
desire you to understand, that I must have a 
faithful and secret Council of War, that must 
not be ordered by a multitude, (for so my 
designs may be discovered beture-hand) and 
one penny of this money sball not be bestowed 
but in sight of your own committees. But 
where I shall send 20,0001. or 10,0001. whether 
by sea, or land, east or west, by diversion, or 
otherwise, by invasion upon the Bavarian or 
emperor, you must leave that to your king.— 
Assure yourselves my delay hitherto was upon 
hope to have gotten at withouta war. I beldit 
by a hair, hoping to have gotten it by a treaty; 
but, siuce I see no certainty that way, I hope 
that God, who hath put x into your hearts thus 
to advise me, and into my heart to follow your 
advice, will so bless it, that I shall clear my 
reputation from obloquy; and, in despight of 
the devil and ail his instruments, shew that I 
never had but an honest heart: and 1 desire that 
God would bless our labours for the happy 
restitution of my children; and whosoever did 
the wrong, I deserved better at their hauds.” 
The Lords desire ua Confercnee in regard 
to the Supply.) April 1. ‘Uhe duke of Buck- 
ingham inturmed the house, “ That he had been 
to take a view of the Navy, according to his 
place of high admiral. He told them hkewise 
that he had certain information from abroad, 
that the king of Spain had then in readiness a 
far yrcater and stronger navy than that in 1588: 
that, at Dunkirk, he had already built 100 
flat bottoms: that.they had taken many of our 


? . 
men upon our own shores, and out of our |. 
own harbours: Therefore he moved, “ That: 


since the two houses had agreed to give a 
Supply to the assistance of this great business 
mu hand, tho’ the grant thereof be not yet 
paeep into an act, that the same may be so 

andled as to be useful; which will not be, if 
the time be now neglected, or this month aad 
the next overslipp’d: wherefore the duke 
further moved, That a meeting might be 
instantly prayed with the commons to propose 
to them, that certain monied men might be 
dealt with, to disburse such a sum as was re- 
quisite for the present use, the repayment of 
which. to be secured by parl. out ot the Subsi- 
dies intended in the grant, according to what 
had been heretofore done in the like cases. 
Concluding, That he doubted not but sume 
would be found to disburse the same upon that 
security.” .A message was immediately dis- 
patched to the Commons to inform them, That 
the Lords had a business of unportance to 


— ¢ 


communicate to them, and therefore desircd a 
speedy conference. ‘Their Answer was, ‘That 
they would attend their lordships pleasure.— 


The committce of Lords being returu’d from 


the conference, the house received a message 
trom the commons, importing, “ That they bad 
taken the propostiiun made to them, at the 


last meeting, into serious consideration; but, 


because many of their members were not yet 
come to town, and the matter is of such in- 
portance, they have deterred, for a tine, to 
come to a resolution; but, as soon as possibly 
they could, they would attend their lordships 
with their Answer.” 

Conduct of the Lord Treasurer, Middlesex, 
aspersed.| April. The abp. of Canterbury 
reported, That, in a committee appomted to 
examine the Stores and Atmimunitions of Was, 
some specches had past, the day betore, which 
concerned the honour of a Lord of that House; 
and that the said lord desired examinations 
might be taken, upon vath,for the clearing there- 
of. Whereupon the house ordered, ‘That a 
sub-committee should be constituted tu take 
such examinations, and the witnesscs to be 
sworn in court. Alsv, That the following of- 
ficers of the crown should be sent fur, tu be 
examined on oath, relating to this affair, viz. 
sir Edw. Wardour, clerk of the pells, sir Ltob. 
Pye, sir Tho. Mounson, sir Tho. Dallison, sie 
Rd. Morrison, sir John Keyes, sir A, lugram, 
sir Tho. Cook, sir Tho. Morris, clerk of the 
ordnance, and sir Jobn Male. | 

The Commons propose a Petition against Re- 
cusents.] April 3. The Lords received a Mes- 
sage froin the Commons to this cifect, “ That 
they desired a conterence with their lordships 
about a Petition they had drawn up to be pre- 
sented to bis may. touching Popish Recusants, 
to which they desiwed the concurrence of that 
house.” Hercupon a commitiee was appointed, 
and, being returned, the Petition was read to 
the whole house; but their lurdships took tine 
to consider of it, before they would come to 
any resoluvion about it. | 

Apnil4, ‘This business was resumed ; and, 
to the end the Lords might more freely debate 
the matter, the house was adjourned ad libi- 
tum, the lord keeper removing to his due 
place, on the carly bench: and the pretace to 
the Petition being again read, the Lords de- 
bated, Whether a shurt induction was not fitter 
to be used, that the reasuns for the Petition 
might be a part by itself, and not delivered ut 
all, unless his may. demanded the same, as was 
delivered in the Advice to the king, the Sth of 
March last, to dissulve the two Treaties. ‘The 
other parts of the Petition being also read, it 
wis debated, Wiether any nore was requisite 
to be desired of Lis maj, than the execution of 
the laws now in force against Recusants, lest 
it should be noised they were beginning a per- 
secuuon ; but they caine to no resolution about 
it at this time, only-wgrecd to defer the further 
consideration of it ull next day. The Petition 


itself, as drawn up by the Comunons, fulluws ia 


these words: 
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“< May it please your most Excellent Ma- 
jesty, We your maj.’s most humble and loyal 
subjects, the lords and commons in this pre- 
sent, parl, assembled, having, to our singular 
cumfort, received your princely resolution, 
upon our humble petition, to dissolve the two 
‘Lreatics of the Match and of the Palatinate; 
and having, on our parts, with all alacrity and 
readiness, humbly offered our assistance to your 
maj. to maintain the war which may ensue 
thereupon: yet, withal, sensibly finding what 
seditious and traiterous positions those incen- 
diaries of Rome, and professed engines of 
Spain, the priests and jesuits, infuse into your 
natural-born subjects; what numbers they es 
seduced, and do duily seduce, to make their 
dependance on the pope of Rome and king 
of Spain, contrary to their allegiance to your 
maj. their liege lord; what daily resort of 
priests and jesuits into your kingdoms; what 
concourse of Popisb recusants, much more than 
usual, is now: in and about the city of Lon- 
don; what boldness, yeu, what insolency they 
have discovered out of the opinion conceived 
of their foreign patronage: what public resort 
to masscs, and other exercises of the Popish 
religions, in the houses of forcign ambassadors 
there is daily, to the great grief and offence of 
your good subjects; what great preparations 
are made in Spain, fit for an invasion, the bent, 
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laws in that behalf made, and the orders taken 
by your maj.’s py couneil heretoiore for 
policy of state) they do take from all Popish 
recusants, legally convicted, or justly sus- 
pected, all such armour, gunpowder, and mu- 
nition of any kind, as any ef them have either 
in their own hands, or in the bands of any other 
for them, and to see the same safely kept and 
disposed according to the law, leaving for 
the necessury detence of their house and per 
sons, so much as by the law » prescribed. 
Ill. That your maj. will please to command 
all Popish recusants, and all others, who, by 
any law or statute, are prohibited to come to 
the king’s court, forthwith, under pain of your 
heavy displeasure, and severe execution of 
your laws against them, to retire themselves, 
their wives, and families, from or about Lon- 
don, to their several dwellings, or places, by 
your laws appointed; and there to remain con- 
tined within tive miles of their dwelling-places, 
according to the laws of this your realm: and, 
for that purpose, to discharge all bypast licences 
granted unto them for their repair thither ; and 
that they presume not any time hereafter to 
repair to London, or within ten miles of Lon- 
don, or to the king’s court, or to the prince’s 
court wheresocver.—IV. That your majesty 
would forbid and restrain the great resort and 
concourse of your own subjccts, for the heanng 


whereof is as probable to be upon some part | of mass, or other exercises of the Remish rele 
of your maj.’s dominions as upon any other | gion, to the ‘houses of foreign ambassadors, or 


place; whut encouragement that may be to 
your enemies, and the encmics of your crown, 
to have a paity, or but the opinion of a party, 
within your kingdoms, who daily increase and 
combine themselves together for that purpose ; 
what disheartening of your good and loving 
subjects, when they shall see more cause of 
fear from their false hearted coantrymen at 
bome, than from their professed adversaries 
abroad; what apparent dangers, by God’s 
providence and your maj.’s wisdom and good- 
ness, they have very lately escaped, which the 
longer continuance upon these Treaties, upon 
such unfitting conditions, fomented by your 
own ill-affected subjects, would surely have 
drawn upon your maj. and your state ; do,in all 
humbleness, offer unto your sacred maj. these 
their humble petitions following -—“ I. That 
gil jesuits and seminary priests, and all others, 
baving taken orders by any authority derived 
from the see of Rome, may, by your maj.’s 
proclamation, be commanded forthwith to 
depart out of this realm, and all other your 
highness’s dominions; and neither they, nor 
any other, to return or come hither again, 
wpon peril of the severest penalties of the laws 
now in force against them; and that all your 
maj.’s subjects may hereby also be admo- 
nifhed not. to receive, entertain, comfort, or 
conceal any of that vipcrous brood, upan pe- 
malties and forfeitures, which, by the laws, 
way be imposed upon them.—II, That your 
ma). would: be eee to ae streight err 
speedy charge to the justices of pgace in a 

purts of this kingdom, tliat (according to. the 


agents, residing here, for the serviee of their se~ 
vernl princes or states.—V. That where of late, 
in several counties in this realm, some have 
been trusted in places of lord lieutenants, de- 
puty-lieutenants, commissioners of Oyer and 
Terminer, justices of peace, and captains of 
their countries, which are either Popish recu- 
sants or non-commuuicants, by the space of a 
year last past, or which do not usually resort 
to the church to divine service, and can bri 

no good certificate thereof, that -~ maa}. 
would be pleased to discharge them from these 
places of trust, by which they have that power 
In the country where they live, as is not fit to 
be put into the hands of persons so affected.— 
VI. That your maj. would be pleased, gene- 
rally, to put the laws in due execution, which 
are made, and stand in force agamst Popish 
recusants; and that all your judges, jusuces, and 
mivisters of are 2 whose care these i 

arc commutted, may, ur maj.’s prociama- 
tion, be cebimanded to “asthe duty therein.— 
VH. That, seeing we are thus happily delivered 
from that danger which these treaties, now. 
dissolved, and use which your ill-affected 
subjects made thereof, would certainly have 
drawn a us; and cannot but foresee and 
fear lest the like may herenfter and 
inevitably bring such peril to your maj.’s king- 
doms; we are most humble suitors to your 
gracious maj. to secure thebearts af your , ood’ 
subjects by the engagement of your royal word 
unto them, that, upon no occasion of marnege 
or treaty, or other request in that bebalf from 
any foreign prince. ox state you 
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will take off or slacken the execution of your 
laws against Popish recusants,—To which our 
humble petitions, proceeding from our most 
loyal and dutiful atfections toward your inaj, 
our care of our country’s good, and our coni- 
dent persuasion that this will tnuch advance 
the glory of Alihighty God, the everlasting ho- 
hour of your may. the safety of your kingdom, 
and the encouragement of all your yood sub- 
jects, we do most humbly beseech your maj. 
to vouchsafe a gracious Answer.” 

The Lord Treasurer, Miuddleser, complains 
of « Plot against him.| Le now appears who 
the noble lord was whose conduct was objected 
to in ycsterday’s proceedinys ; for, some orders 
being made this day, relating to the sittings of 
the committee on Munitions, Stores, &e. we 
are told, by the Journal, that the Lord Trea- 
surer stood up and said, “ That he would de- 
Sire no favour but expedition; and, when they 
had done, his lordship would shew a dangerous. 
plot, conspiracy and combination against Lim; 
which, if it was suftered, no man would be in 
safety in bis place.” 

Lhe joint Petition of both Houses for FE re- 
tution of the Luws against Jesuits, &c.J— 
April 6. The lords and commons, atter many 
conferences about it, at leneth agreed upon the 
following Petition instead of the former one: 
“ May it please your most excellent maj. It 
having pleased your muj. upon our humble suit 
and advice, to dissolye both the Treaties, to our 
great joy and comfort, we, the lords and com- 
spoons assembled ia parl.-do, in all humbleness, 
offer to your sacred inaj. these two Petitions fol- 
lowing: 1st, That for the more satety of your 
realms, and better keeping of your subjects in 
their due obedience, and other important rea- 
sons of state, your maj. will be pleased, by 
by some such course as your maj. shall think 
fit, to give present order, That all the laws be 
pat in due exccution, that have been made, 
and do stand in force against Jesuits and semi- 
nary Priests, and all others that have taken or- 
ders by authority derived from the see of 
Rome, and generally against all Popish Recu- 
sants ;. and as for disarming them, that it may 
be according to the laws, und according to 
former acts and directions of state in the 
like case: and yet, that it may appear to 
all the world, the favour and clemency your 
majesty useth towards all vour subjects, of 
what condition soever; and to the intent the 
Jesuits and priests, now in the realm, may 
not pretend to be surprized, that a speedy 
and certain day may be prefixed by your maj.’s 
proclamation, before which day thev shall de- 
‘part out of your realm, and all other your high- 
ness’s dominions; and neither they nor any 
other, to return or come hither again, upon the 
severest penaltics of the laws now in force 
against them ; and that all your maj.’s subjects 
may be thereby also admonished not to receive, ' 
entertain, comfort, or conceal any of them, | 
wpon the penalties and forfeitures which, by ' 
the laws, may be imposed upon them: 2nd, | 


dancer, which these Treaties, now dissolved,’ 
and that use which your al-atected subjects 


made thereof, would certainly have drawn — 


upon us; and yet cannot ,but foresee und fear 
least the like may hereatter happen, which will 
inevitably bring such perils into your ma)j.’s 
kingdoms, we are most humble suitors to your | 
gracious maj. to secure the hearts of vuur good 
subjects, by the engagement of your royat 
word unto them, Tuat, upon no occasion of 
marriave, Or treaty, or other requisite im that . 
hehalf, from any foreign prince or state whate 
soever, you will take away or slacken the exc- 
cution of your laws against Jesuits, priests, and 
popish recusants. ‘Yo which our- humble Pe- 
titions, we do most humbly beseech your naj, 
to vouchsafe a gracious Answer.” 

Lhe King’s Aaswer.| ‘ius second Petition 
was presented tu the king by a committee of 
both houses, on the 23rd of April; and, the 
next day, the abp. of Canterbury reported to 
the Lords; That, atier lis maj. had heard the 
same read, he gave the folluwing most gracious 
Angwer: 

“© My lords and gentlemen; Although I can- 
not but commend your zeal in offering this Pe- 
Ution to ine; vet, on the other side, L cannot 
hut hold myself unfortunate, that 1 should be 
thought to need a spur to do that which my. 
conscience and duty binds me unto. What re-- 
ligion I am of, my books do declare, my protes- 
sion and behaviour doth shew; and, [ hope ia 
God, I shall never live to be thought other-+ 
wise; sure I am [ shall never deserve it: and, 
for my part, I wish it may be wnitten in mare 
ble and remain to posterity as a mark upon 
me, when I shall swerve from ny religion; for 
he that doth dissemble with God isnot to be 
trusted of men.—My lords, for my part, [ proe 
test before God, that my heart hath bled when 
T have heard of the increase of Popery: God 


is my judge, it hath been such a great grief to 


me, that it hath been as thorns in my eyes, and 
pricks in my sides; and so far I have been, and 
shall be from turning any other way. And, 
my lords and venti. you shall be my confessors, 
that if I knew one way better than another to 
hinder the growth of Popery, I would take it 5 
for, knowing what Ido, and being persuaded 
what I am, I could not be an honest man and 
do otherwise. And this If may say further, That 
if I be not a martyr, Tam sure T am a cons 
fessor: and, in some sense, I may be called’a 
martyr, as, in scripture, Isanc was persecuted 
by Ishmael by mocking words; for never king 
suffered more by ill tongues than I have done, 
and, I am sure, for no canse; yet I have been 
far from persecution, for I have ever thought 
that no way morc encreased any religion than 
persecution, according to that saying, § sanguis * 
martyrum est semen ecclcsiz.’—Now, my lords 
and gent. I will not only grant the substance 
of what you crave, but add somewhat more of 
ny own; for the two ‘Treaties being already 
annulled, as I have declared them to be, it ne- 
cessrrily follows of itself chat which you desire’ 


Secing we are thus happily delivered trom that | and therefore it needs no more, but that I do 


Vor. 1. 
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declare, hy proclamation, which I am ready to 
do, that all jesuits and priests do depart by a 
day; bat it cannot be, as you desire, by our 
proclamation, to be out of all my dominiens; 
for a proclamation here extends but to this king- 
dom. This I wiil do, and more; I wil} cominand 
all iny judges, when they go their circuits, to 
keep the same couises, for putting all the laws in 
exccution against Recusanis, as they were 
wont to do betore these Treaties; for the laws 
are stl in force, and were never dispensed with 
‘by me: God is my judge, they were never so 
intended by me; but, as } told you in the 
beginning of the parl. you must give me leave, 
as a good horseinan, sometimes to use the reins, 
and not always to use the spurs: So new there 
necds nothing but my Declaration; and, for 
the disarming of them, that is already provided 
for by the laws, and shall be done as you 
desire: and more, I will take order for the 
shameful disorder of the resorting of my sub- 
jects to all foreign ambassadors: for this I will 
advise with my council how it may be best re- 
formed: it is true that the honses of ambassa- 
dors are privileged places; and tho’ they cannot 
take them out of their houses, yet the lord 
mayor and mr. Recorder of London may take 


some of them as they come from thence, and. 


mrakethem examples. Another point I willadd 


concernime the education of their children; of 
which I have had a principal care, as my lord of 


Canterbury, and the bishop of Winchester, and 
. other lords of my council, and, indeed, all my 
council, can bear me witness, with whom I 
have advised about this business; for, in good 
faith, it is a shame ther children should be 
dred here, as if they were brought up in Madrid 
orat Rome, sol dogrant not only vour desire, 
butmore. Lam sorry Twas not the first mover 
of it to you; but bad you not dune it, I would 
have done it myselfi—Now, for the second 
part of your Pettuon, you have herc given ine 
the best advice ia the world; for it is against 
the rule of wisdom that a king should sutter 
any of his subjects tou be holding and depend- 
ing on any other prince than himself; for what 
hath any king to do with the laws and sub- 
jects ofanother kingdom? therefore assure vour- 
selves, that, by the vrace of God, I will be 
caretul that no such conditions be foisted 
m upon any other treaty whatsoever; for it is 
hit my subjects should stand or fall by their 
own laws.” 


Procrrpixcs ox tHE IMprACHMENT OF THE 
Lonp Treasvirr, Mippesey. 

We now enter upon au affair of a very ex- 
traordinary nature, wherein one of the pun- 
cipal officers of the cruwn was charged’ with 
hizh crimes and misdemeanors. ‘the whole 
of the. prececdings on this important Trial are 
ihe at length in the 3rd volume of the 

ords Journals, from which we have made the 
following faiuhful abridgment: 

April 8. The Lords received from the Com- 
Mons, the fullowing message: That whereas 


< 
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they yesterday sent to desire a conference 
with them, for the better accommodating the 
bill of Monopolies, to be this morning at nine, 
which their house intended to bave done ac- 
cordingly: but, that now a great and weighty 
Affair, as ever yet came belore them, inter- 
venmg; and many ot their committee being 
employed in the exammation and enquiry 
thereot, who were formerly appointed to at- 
attend their bordships at this conterence, they 
humbiy desire to be spared at this ume, and 
they will attend at any other which their lord- 
slips shall appoint.” 

April 9. ‘The Lords being reminded of the 
words used by the Lord Treasurer, April 5. of 
“a dangerous plot, conspiracy, and combination 
against him;” and beeause the words were 
doubttul and generally spoken, his lordship was 
required to name the parties that had so con- 
spired against him; for, otherwise, an imputa- 
tion might rest-upon that house, or some of the 
members, there being, at that time, a Com- 


“mittee on Munitions, &c. who had taken divers 


Examinations concerning his lordship as lord 
lreasurer.—Whereupon his Idp. cleared the 
house, absolutely, fram any combination a- 
gauinst bim; and turther protested, that at that 
time, he did not name or meau any member 
or that house. , 

' April 12th. A message came from the Com- 
inons in order to prt off the intended conference 
avain; because they said, That a lord of that 
house had desired to be heard, by his counsel, 
in theirs in the afternoon; wlach they had 
yielded to. On this a motion was made to 
consider, that it might trench deep into their 
privileges, for a lord of that house to answer 
uu aecusation m the bouSe of commons, either 
by Ins cuunsel, or by sending his answer in 
writing. But, upou the humble request of the 
lord treasurer, the house gave hin leave to 
send tis Answer to the complaint of the Cum- 
mons he pleased. Tlowever, an order was 
made, “ That no lord of that house shall 
hereatrer without lence, answer any come 
pliint in the house of commons, either in per- 
son or by bis counsel.” Then the abp. of 
Canterbury reported, That a committee being 
appointed to consider of the Stores, Munitions, 
Xe. somewhat had happened in their examina- 
tion thereof, which touched the honour of the 
lord treasurer. Whereupon the said lord 
desired, that the utmost truth thereof might be 
enquired into. Accordingly witnesses had been 
sworn here, and a sub-comunittee appointed to 
take their cxaminations; which, being reduced 
into writing, his grace delivered to be read. 
But, before that was done, the Lord Keeper 
signified to the house that he had received a 
Petition trom sir Tho. Dallison, delivered 
unto him bv a member of this house, who 
desired it might be read before the said Re- 
port. Which Petition was addressed. “To 
the right hon. the lords spiritual and temporal 
in parliament assembled,” and ran in these 


words; . 
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- & The humble Petition of sir Tho. Dallison, 
son of sir Roger Dallison, knt. and bart. 
deceased. 


Whereas there was an Examination, before 
a committee uf your honours, couceruing the 
Jands of lus said father, compounded tor with 
my lord treasurer; whereupon there is an Ac- 
count given to your lordships, by one Mayle, 
a scrivener, on his lordship’s behalf, of 26,0001, 
or thereabouts, to be given by the said lord 
treasurer tur the said lands, as Mayle reported ; 
now, fur that this petitioner and his mother were 
forced out of their estate therein by his ldp. for 
‘avery small maiter, by colour of his imaj.’s 
extent; ‘and is able to make appear to your 
lordships that there hath not been much more 
than half the sum of 26,0001, really, either in 
money or money’s worth, giveu for the same 
by his lordship; and for that the said lands 
are of far greater value; and this petitioner 
ought, in ail equity, to have the benefit of 
compounding his father’s debts, and the benefit 
that should accrue by the surplusage of the 
estate: he most humbly desireth your honours 
to stay the Report, and grant your petitioner a 
copy of the account before the same pass frum 
the lords of the committee; and that your peti- 
‘tioner may be allowed to make such just ex- 
ecptions thereunto, as to the honourable lords 
of the comiittee shall seem reasonable.—Tho. 
Dallison.” 

A motion was made, Whether by the orders 
of the house, the lord treasurer may be present 
when the Report is read; because the sume 

“concerns his honour? It was agreed, ‘That he 
mizht be present, at the first reading, but not 
when the saine shall be debated by the house. 
—Then the attorney general read the Report 
yn hec verua: 

‘© The State of the Business referred to the 

Sub-Committee for Munitions, xc. 


~ © On the 28th of May, 6 Jac. 1608, a privy- 
seal was directed to the lord treasurer and 
under tréasurer of the exchequer, for the tune 
being, for the issuing out such sums of 
moncy, not exceeding 6000L per ann. as by 
quarter-hooks should appear to be due to the 
office of Ordnance for Waves or Provisions.— 
The allowance was duly paid unnl the 1st of 
April 1614; but then, or shortly atter, by the 
default of sir Roger Dallison and the othcers 
of the exchequer, sundry payments were un- 
orderly made, whereby the othce was untur- 
nished; and Dalli-on, who had received those 
moneys and not emploved them as he ought, 
became indebted in vreat arrears to his maj. 
—Upon complaint whereof, in Nov. 1617, his 
maj. made a reterence to divers lords of the 
council; who, m Dec. 1617, returned under 
their hands a proposition of Supply, estimated 
at 54,0781. 8s. 8d.—In February 1619, his 
ma).’s commission was awarded to the com- 
snissioners fur the navy, whereof the now lord 
¢reasurer was one of the chief, to survey thie 
Orfice of Ordnance: and they, in July 1620, 


srade a Retusn hereof te the council, with their 
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opinions how the Magazines might be fur- 
nished witha present supply of 13,6401. 14s. 2d.5 
how the ordinary allowance of GUOOl. per ann. 
micht be reduced to 2000}. and how by cutting 
off many unnecessary charges and other means, 
bis maj. might have yearly near 10,0V0L, And 
thuse propositions made by thei, in Michael- 
mas term 1620, received allowance from tbe 
lords, and, at last, from his maj. bimself—In 
Dec. 1620, the lord vise. Mandeville became 
Treasurer; and, in May 1621, a privy-seal 
was drawn by the othcers of the Ordnance, 
for setting the said 3000). yearly, and for 
payment of the suid 18,6401. 14s. 2d. But 
the same, being considered of by the commis- 
sioners of the navy, was rejected, because it 
swerved from their propositions ;.and so, thé 
lord Mandeville leaving the treasurership about 
Michaelinas 1621, nothing was done. In Oct. 
1621, the carl of Mid:Hesex became lord treae 
surer, and having continued in that place 2 
years and G months, in all that time none of 
the three establishments, viz. that of 6 Jac. 
by the dormant privy-seal; that of 1617 by 
the lords; nor that of the commissioners of 
the navy m1 1620, have been observed ; whereas, 
if that of the commissioners of the navy (being 
the least chargeable to his maj. and in which 
the lurd treasurer himself was principal agent,) ° 
had been observed, it 18 conceived, that the 
Stores had been in much better case, anda 
course had therein been setiled to have re- 
trenched a needless charge of near 10,0001 
per ann. as afuresaid—And whereas, in April 
1621, a contract was made with mr. Evelyn, to 
serve his maj. yearly with 80 lasts of Powder, 
at 7d. per Ib. the want of the payment of about 
$00]. a month, hath deprived his maj. of the 
benefit of that contract; which, for 20 months 
of the time since that contract, hath been for- 
bom for want of pavinent; which 20 months pro= 
portion, if it hud been served in, there would 
have becn in store at this present above 260 
lasts of Powder, besides 60 lasts of Salt- Petre, 
which would have made 80 lasts of Powder 
more: but, by the want of due payment, not 
only the store is unfurnished of so considerable 
a proportion, but his maj. it 1s conceived fure 
ther, hath lost the benent of 3d. in every lb. of 
80 Insts, which hath been sold to the subject, 
amounting to 40501. or thereabouts.— And 
whereas it was intnnated, that the lord trea- 
surer hath made other payments, less importing 
the public, ta the said Otrice of Ordnance tor 
old arrears; which have a dependeucy upon 
another point referred to the sub-committees, 
tonching the lands and debts of sir Roger Dal- 
lison: It appears that 28 July 1621, which. 
was absut 2 months before the earl of Middle- 
sex hecame trensurer, he made an agreement 
with the officers of the Ordnance for buying 
their extent and interest in the lands of sir 
Rover Dallison and sir Tho. Moun<on, which 
they had by assignment from bis majesty fora 
debt of 18,0621. and thereby his lp. did agree, - 
so soon as conveniently be might, to do his 
best endeavour to procure fruim his maj. acci 
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tain assignment aud order for the payment of | 


the sum of %UGuUI, to the use of the servants 
and creditors of the othce of Qc-dnance, before 
the lust day ot Nov. next, for aud towards the 
payment and clearimg of alt’ such sums of 
mouey, as, by the pav books of the said uitive, 
should aj pear to bo dae unto tem, over and 
above the said 15,021. and bis Idp. was, herore 
the same last of Nouv. to pay them 10621. aud, 
at the Anounciation, in the year 1623, 500l, 
and afterwards, S0u), half-yearlv, ull the 
13,0621, were paid: but his idy. berore the pre- 
fixed last of Nov. beconiing lord treasurer, did 
wot procure any such order or assigeinent from 
his maj. ; but, by warrant of the tirst-mentioned 
dormant: privy-seal of 6 Jac. did. in the nrst 
Michaelmas term aiter he became treasurer, 
and the ewo terms of Faster and wwlichaelmas 
following, (being all within a hittle more tlign a 
year after his becoming treasurer) pay to tuem 
915i). of arrears due to the othce; and hath, 
at other times Since, paid tv them other sums; 
which inake up the former paymentof 19,0341. 
8s. 11d. whereof was paid since the begsnning 
of this parl. 2i8al. 11s. 2d. And touching the 
payment, which, by the afuresaid agreement, 
his Idp. was to make unto them gr his own 
Moncy, it appeareth that, upon a second pay- 
ment, those payments dae from him wee dis- 
charged ; and, im lieu thereof, his Idp. assigned 
to then his part in the petty-farins of the Wiucs 
and Currants; which they estimated to be 
worth forthe first two years 100Ul, per aun. 
and for ? years atcer 14001. per anu. and odd 
pounds. {t also appeareth, that about the 
sine tine wheu he inade the said agreement 
with the oficcrs, he bargained with sir Tho. 
Mounson tor his estate in Dallison’s lands ; for 
which he agreed to give him 30001. in money, 
the making of six baroncts, and some fit suit 
trom bis mij. when sir ‘Pho. could find at. 
“Vhis S000l, was duly paid by his Idp.; and 
then it was agrecd thar the baronets were not 
to proceed, but, in heu thereof, his ldp. gave 
way toa suit, which sir Tho. made to his maj. 
for the benctit of compounding with the copy- 
holders of Wakefield, for reducing their tines 
to a certainty; which his Idp, did estimate at 
20001, and promised hin further recompeuce ; 
yet sir Tho. Mounson athrms, Efe had neither 
benetit thereby, nor further recompence.—In 
this bargain, nevertheless, there are some 
things favourable tor the lord treasurer, espe 
cialiy two. tot, That, by this bargain, his 
mn). is freed from all tauture demands trom the 


oificers of the Ordnanee, concerning the debt. 


of 15,062), owing by Dallison; which his maj. 
upon the assigning those extents, had cove- 


nanted to satisfy, in case the incunibrances - 


should hinder them of satisfaction; and this 
appearcth to be trae. 2ndly, some intination 
hath beeu, thet this bargain was no bargain of 
advautape, but of Joss to the lord treasurer; 
and therefore not probable that he should have 
undertaken, but for his may.’s service, and the 
good of the oince., And touching this point, it 
appears, by the good testimony or sir Tho. 


Dallison, that, before the troubles of his father, 
the lands and leases being of about 60 years to | 
come, bought by the Jord treusurer, were 
rented ut 15001. per ann. or thereabouts; 
whereof the lease-lands are about 3001. per 
aun.:-and that, besides the recompence given 
to the oiticers of Ordnance and sir ‘Tho, Moun- 
son, there is allowed to him and his mother, 
for clearing their interests, 2001. per ann. for 
their lives: but. sir Arthur Ingram otlereth to 
leit the whole, for 40 or 50 years, or any other 
reasonable time, at 11001. per ann. And it ap- 
pears, by the testimony of him and mr. Mayle 
that the lands were incumbered with an an- 
nuity of 2001, per ann. to me. Beddingseld for 
lite; for which, aud the arrears, about 1200). 
hath been given, by way of computation; and 
with 1401. to mr. Sinith tor lite, tor which, and 
the arrears, hath been given, by way of composi- 
tion, about the value of SOUL and with an assure 
ance, on the part of sir R. Simith and sir J. Da 
vey, tor whichis to be given 30001. besides inany 
other incuinbrances not yet brought in. But 
the certainty thercof appears not, nor that any 
of them, of any considerable value, are prece-~ 
dent to sir Roger Dallisun’s becoming otficer.” 

This Report being. rend, the lord treasurer 
put the house in mind of the imputation laid 
on him by sir Rob. Pye, some tine since, 
touching the extent of sir Roger Dallison’s 
lands: and that therein they had desired wit- 
nessed to be sworn and examined, and he 
hoped he had tully satisiied their lordships in 
that cause. But, as for any other matter re- 
lating to the Ordnance, Munitions, &c. they 
never came into his thoughts, as yet, what Au- 
swerto make; wherefore he desired he wight 
have a copy thereof, in writing, with liberty to 
examine his witnesses, and he would answer 
the same fully in writing. He also desired that 
his actions might not be examined by pieces, 
but totally and together; and then he doubted 
not but that his care, touching the Store for 
Munitions, &e. would appear to be such that 
their lordships will clear his honour therein. 
This being said, the lord treasurer lett use 
house whilst t.e matter of the Report was in 
debate. After some time spent therein, it was 
agreed, That another committee should be ap. 
pointed to draw up the Heads of a Charge 
against the lord treasurer, out of a brief of the 
last Report, and Examinations taken by the 
tormer committee. 

April 15, A message was brought from the 
Commons to this effect; “ ‘That whereas they 
had received divers and sundry complaints 
against a membcr ot that house, which are of 
a high and grievous nature, they desire a con- 
ference thereon to unpart the same to their 
lo:dships, ‘This was agreed to by the lords. 

Report of'a Conference helween both Houses on 
a Complaint against the Lord Treasurer.] Ap.16, 
The Lord Keeper reported the said conference 
held the day before, between the two houses, 
in this manner: At this conference, sir Edw. 
Coke, on the behalf of the Commons, shewed, 
‘¢ That in their inquisition the Commons bad 
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met with, what they scarce ever found before, j eth not the king, but quite destroyeth the 
many great exorbitancies and heinous offences, | trade; but hereot they have no siccess.— Then 
against a member of this house, the earl of '!they preter a bill of right agamst the king 
Middlesex, the lord treasurer; and they found | in the exchequer, because of the breach of co- 
him guilty after a strange muuner; tor, in all | venant: but to this they could obiain au an- 


their house, not one mun said “ No, but con- 
cluded ugaimst him xem. con.”—Sir Edw. said 
further, “ The honse had appointed him to 
present 3° Enormitics to their lerdships, much 
against his mind; others being far more suth- 
cient, as well in regard of his great years, as of 
otber accidents; yet, he said, he would do it 
truly, plainly aud shortly. There were two 
great offences in general, which they bad dis- 
tributed into two parts; one of which should 
be represented by hun, and the otter by his 
colleague. ‘Lhat which he should speak to was 
to consist of two charges. The 1st, gross and 
sordid Bribery, ‘The 2nd, tur procuring the 
good Orders of the Court of Wards to be al- 
tered: for that this was done by his principal 
procurement, to the deceit of the king, oppres- 
gion of the subject, and the enriching of his 
own servants, Ele would begin with presenting 
to their lordships the Bribery. Here he 
craved favour if he should seem long in touch- 
ing some circumstances ; for circumstances to 
things, he said, were like shadows to pictures,. 
to set them out in fuller representations ; but 
" herein he promised to observe ecrivm temporis. 


“ The first Charge against the Lord Treasurer 

tor Bribery, opened by Sir Edw. Coke. 

« By the lord treasurer's privity (for it con- 
eerned hisssill properly which was merchandise) 
a lease of the subsidy and iuposts of the French 
Wits, was lett to the tarmers of the petty 
fann, 17 Jac. at 44,0001. veurly rent, and for 
50,0001. fine; with a covenant trom the king, 
that no more impost should be laid during 
their leasc; because that they knew that the 
impust would overthrow their trade. Yet the 
farmers were not content with this covenant 
for their money and their trade, (fur money Is 
their plow, and trade their lite) they desire the 
addition of the king’s word fur this covenant. 
Accordingly they had access to the king, and 
the covenant was confirmed and repeated by 
him, ‘verbo regio,’ in the presence of the lord 
treasurer. Then they thought themselves ‘in 
tuto,’ and that they did ‘in portu navigare,’ 
free froin all storins and tempests. But behold 
anno 1621, the first thing my lord dil in his 
office, was the laying of an extreme inpost 
of 3]. per ton upon the French Wines, which 
the king, by reason of his covenant, could not, 
and, by reason of his word, would not surely 
do. Tiis imposition was aguinst justice, the 
covenant, and the honour of the king. The 
king, surely, had he been rightly inturmed, 
would never have done it. Upon this the trade 
sank, and.they. became suitors to his Idp. for 
relief, for 10 months together ; but with no suc- 
cess, In Michaclinas, 1622, they petitioned Ins 
Jordship that the trade was overburdeued, 


swer in Michaelmas term. The king’s attor 
ney knew well enongh of the bill, but could 
not tor lis heart devise an answer tor It— 
In December 22, 1622, the term is out, they 
are out of thete inoncy, aud the trade 1s one. 
They appeal, therefore io the fountati uf justice, 
the king’s ma. ‘The king is very gracious to 
them, and said, Good forbid that any inan 
should lose by him. He knew noihing of 
this. It was the lord treasurer's act and de- 
vice. And so his inay. allowed them a deduce 
tion of 95001. to be made to them in 9 years 
time. Well, ‘verba sunt hwe;’ these were 
but good and gracious words, but tilled not 
their purses: they must have a warrant trom: 
the lord treasurer to put this favour or the 
king’s into a public act; and this they could 
not obtain from Dec. to the endofJune. The 
men understand themselves very well, and 
look about them how this stay comes: one of 
them tells another, the business sticks, my 
lord tooks tur somewhat: and the man was 
in the right, for so the sequel proved. A 
5001. Bribe was paid to Jacob for my lord's 
use, and straightway all was well; the warrant 
went current, and all was passing well.—One 
thing remarkable: This was taken out of the 
petty farms, set down ia their monthly and 
yearly books, and callcd a gratuity * speciosa- 
que nomina culpw.’ Suime great space after 
this, there was «voice of a parhament (Oh! 
sud sir Edw. parlaments work wonderful 
things). Then the lord treasurer begun to cast a 
circle, and fall to Ins conjuring. © lle cails upon 
Jacob, and conmands him to transier it to the 
great farm. Here was observed, thut ¢ sup~ 
pressio veri,’ ts, in law, an argument of cuilte 
Here sir Edw. also observed, (in a parenthesis) 
That is a blessed thing of those that love pare - 
laments; and that surely this lord, of all 
others, loved them not; because he cast: hin- 
sclf into dark misis, when he shoud meet 
them; ‘nescio quid peceau portat ista pure. 
gano.’ ‘This argues much gutluness.—Then he 
nominated his Witnesses: which, he said, 
were without exception. ‘This bribe is proved 
by Eide, Daws, Bishop, and by Jacob: the 
last is a witness with a witness. For Jacob 
blanched this bribe as well as he could, and 
was taken in three notorious falsities. 1. Being 
charecd, that the moncy was delivered to hin 
by Hide, he vowed he had never received it ; 
yet, being contronted with Ilide, he confessed 
it: there was one. 2. He pretended he had 
received the money, but gave his bond for it. 
Hide afhrming to his face, the bond was for 
other money, and no bond at all for this; then 
he likewise confessed this: there were two. 
3. He suid he never had any warrant to enter 
the same in the petty tarm; yet, afterwards, 


god themselves quite undone. It is a rule, j he avowed he had: and this is the third falsity. 


t 


ghat a, commodity overburdened enrich- —THere sir Edw. obsesyed, That Jacob was my 
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bord’s necessary creature and petty chapman, 
and had a son that was his secretary; and, 
beeause he was a Jacob, that is, a supplanter, 
he desired their lordships to take good care of 
himn.—About the beginuing of this purl. my 
bord sent for this Jacob; asked him, if he had 
entered this money in the petty farm? he saad 
Yea. Then said my lord, go about it pre- 
scntly, and see that the cocquets, and all things 
ele, be suppressed in the petty farms, and 
that thismonev be removed to the great farm ; 
for E would bave all bid and suppressed.— 
eve sir Edw. observed, That sordid Bribery 
rs hke Adan, and would fain yet some fig 
Jeaves, a at could tell but where to gather 
them —Upon the delvery of this Charze (as 
was desired by his friends) to the lord treasurer, 
they of the Commons expected an Answer of 
some rare wit; for so dis uobleman was re- 
puted in that houge: but his lip. deceived 
their eipeciidone tor he declared it was ut- 
terly, i every point, he would not say false, 
but surely untrue. Four things he denied as 
he was a Christian ; and these were all directly 
proved aud made good against him. And so 
much was delivered against the first Bnibe.— 
The sccond Bribe was of a strange strain: and 
both these bribes were received by hisn im the 

tality of a treasurer. ‘The farmers of the 
Gea Customs were to renew their farms, and 


‘ put in security of 46,0001, rent, July 29, 1622. 


Here 'sir Mdw. said he would not erlarge him- 
self; for the business Jay in a narrow room. 
Vhe bribe ts the point. My lord hiked the 
suretics well; but some of them tell off, and 
he would not accept of the rest; and 75001, of 
the rent was reserved for a year and a quarter. 
After delay of their dease, and 500L in gold 
paid unto bin: by the hands of Jacob, then 
the secnrity. formerly rejected was now ac- 
cepted: which act of his, Idp. the kmght 
contuted by this siilogism., The sureties were 
suthcient, or iasuilicient; if satlicrent, the Bribe 
was too much, and the turmers appressed sit 
Insutticient, the Bribe was too hitile, and the 
kine was corened. The second Bribe was 
proved by Wtistcuholine, Garraway, Walliams 
and, if you please, Abraham Jacob; and so 
much of these two Bribes taken in the eapa- 
city ef a treasurer, 

“Now he comes to the Court of Wards, 
and shewed, That the lord treasurer’s offences 
herein are of a rare strain, First, the knight 
noted, bywavor preface, That ¢ hanos,’ the ho- 
Bour, mn-t be given to him that deserved it. 
All the good artitice bewan under treasurer Sa- 
lisbury. ‘Then were Aracles invented that 
helped the king to all his revenues, and ued 
the oficers to tucir own tees and places. The 
kine’s revennes prospered! well then: and these 
articles, by the advice of the judges, were con- 
firmed under the great seal.—Whien this last 
Jord came to be master of that court, (for now, 
smith the knight, he as not charged as a lord, 
but a master) he complained be hid not elhow- 
room for those articles; he was too much 


bound ‘by them; (and beund he was indeed) 


TA 
em eR 
ee er 


and therefore he projects new articles: and 
these new articles are charged with high ex« 
tortion; for in them are raised double fees: 
one fee the surveyor formerly had, and still 
retains justly, another parallel fee-to this my 
lord hath raised unjustly and oppressingly. For 
extortion is a gricvons and consuming enore 
mity inacommonwealth. It was the greatest 
evil the high God could foresee would betal the 
enemies of God. ‘¢ Let the extortioner con+ 
sume what he hath, and the stranger devour 
his labour.” Psalm cix. v. 10.—In these Artic 
cles his lordship created a new officer, a secrc- 
tarv. The chief proceedings there go by way 
of petition. In the former articles these peti- 
fons were received by the court, and entered 
by the clerk without any fee, and so were to 
be found vn record: but, in the new articles, 
this new otticer is to receive these petitions, 
and may, for any rule to the contrary, suppress 
them; and for bis fee he taketh what he pleas- 
eth; and it is proved he hath taken 101. 201. 
$l. 51. three dishes of silver, and the hke: he 
is altogether unhmited, unless, peradventure, 
his oath doth limit him.—Another Charge in 
this Court, is this A buse, viz. The lord treasurer’s 
place requires a whole man, and so doth the 
inastership of the Court of Wards; whereupon 
his Idp. was fain (as unable to weild those two 
ercat places) to invent a new device, a Stamp 
even with his own name, Middlesex : now this 
hand moves and guides the scal of the court, 
and therefore, being turned by the hand of @ 
young secretary, may produce strange conse- 
quences. Never anv king did suffer a subject 
to use a Stamp. Old lord Burleigh had a 
stamp, because of his gout, but never suffered 
it to be used but in his own presence. Henry 
8. had also a Stamp; but, suffering it to be 
employed by another, an act of parl. was over 
thrown thereby.—Sir Edw. said, he would con- 
clude with one example: if a ward be not 
found within one year, he is reputed con- 
cealed, and sa falls within the dispose of the 
master of the Court of Wards: now, by the 
secretary’s kecping of this Stamp and Petitions, 
he mav so carry the matter, that any ward 
Mav prove concealed; and ¢hat is no remote 
possibility. He brought this :nstance, a posse 
ad esse. My lord’s secretary hath put to, and 
used this stamp for, the detecting of an oflice 
for half a year; and it is possible it may be 
done for a whole year. The knight said he 
never knew any man before trast a stamp, in 
the hand of another man, to command the 
king’s revenue. He concluded this point with 
this observation, That my lord was a man 
raised very high, and very lately, and for ex 
pectation of service: that the king had been 
very beneficial to him; and for him to be so 
supine in the king’s revenue, and so vigilant im 
his own, was the hithest ingratitude. ‘ Et si 
Ingratum dixeris, omnia disisti.’—Sir Edward 
said, That all this he spake by command ; and 
so he prayed their lordships to weigh it well 
with due consideration, and to give judgment 
aceording t9 the demerits of the cause.”? : 
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Sir Edwin Sandys proceeded to this effect. 

« The Commons had commanded him (unde- 

siruus of any such employmeic) to second this 

Charge to their lordships: ‘That he was unde- 

siruus thereof, for he had rather deiend the 

innocent than discover the culpable: yet he 

was the son of obedience, and must pertorm 

what, by that house, he had received 0 com 

mand. To decypher out this great lord, upon 

whom the Charge lay, he would give of hin 

this character to yuur lordships. ‘ Nescia 

mens hominum est, catigue ignara futuri, 

et servare modum rebus sublata secundis.’— 

The want of measure and modcration most 

men complain of in this great personage. That 

he would make his entrance with two protcsta- 

tions; which (as you know) are exclusions, not 

intended conclusions. His first Protestation, 

That in this crimination against new im = ositions, 

and impositions upon inpositions, the Com- 

Mons intended not to question the power of 

ynposing claim’d by the kiny’s prerogative. 

This they touch not upon new; they continue 

@nly their claim, and when they shall have 

eccasion to dispute it, they wil do it with all 

due regard to his maj.’s state and revenue.— 

For this tune, he desired the word luposition 

might be forborn, and the word Oppression 

taken up in lieu thereof; yet wih a rcterence 

to the lord treasurer only, but in no means to 

the king. The second Protestation, That they 

imtend to lay none, no not the least aspersioa 
upon the council table, or any one member 
thercof, the lord treasurer only excepted. ‘The 
Commons remain fully satistied that he was the 
frst propounder, ‘These protestations premised, 
he branch’d the oppressions into three natures, 
used in the Wives, Sugars, and Grocery- 
_Wares. - And he promised to use this method 
to discover,, first, some General matters, then 
fall.to Particulars.—The Generals are two: 1 
Fhe Commons conccive, that my lord treasurer 
cannot be ignorant, that in the lay of the first 
Imposition, in the time of the eurl of Salisbury, 
it was promised, That his maj. would never 
lay any more imposition upon commodities, 
without the consent of the people. 2. That 
my lord treasurer knew well that, in that as- 
sembly of parl. complaint was made in the 
lower house, that the overburthening of trade 
was the destroying it; and that he was himselt 
employ’d by the house to the king to negotiate 
for redress thercin; and he promised there, 
that he would make it hisinaster-work. * Quid 
dignum tanto foret hic promissor.” The issue 
of all was this, for his idp. to devise new bur- 
theus. These were the two Gencrals, from 
these the knight descended to Particulars, and 
began with the Wines. Ife put their lordships im 
remembrance, that the merchants had the king’s 
covenant under seal, and promise by his royal 
word, to lay no further imposiuons: They had 
reason to desire it, for they paid a great fine 
and rent forthe farm, which your lordships 
knew best; yet for all this, 19 Jun. .19 Jac. 
there issued forth it Rau of imposing 31. 
per tyan the Exench Wines: a grievous un- 
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position in the matter, yet worse in the mane 
ner: for if it had been just, yet, in equity, 
it sheuld have been laid beture the voy- 
ave undertaken, and the vintage made; 
then it bad becn known, and, if kuown, the 
merchants had stay'd at home, deserted and 
given up trading. But this iupostition was 
not laid ul 2700 Tun of Wine were arriv’d in 
the Lhames; and yet the lord treasurer gave 
command, that no cutry thereof be made in 
the custom-house until security was taken to 
pay this intolerable imposition.—He lett your 
lordships there to consider these circumstances, 
1. Ships all ladeu with this perishing come 
wmodity. 2. Great and excessive leaking, by 
being upon the river, and abuse in the passage. 
3. 30 shillings per tun formerly unposed by 
the Rochelers: 4. 20s. per tun laid by the 
merchants, tor their several Apparel taken 
away by the Rycheloys. 5. This Si. per tun 
to tillup the measure of their atilictions.—Yet, 
instead of compassion in this extremity, sucha 
as retused tu pay, were cessed at the double 
the posts; others, who could not put a bonds, 
miter asperity of language and petigonimg to 
the king, were committed to pursuivants; yes 
the king’s privy-council used the merchants 
houourablys fur they sent for the vintners, and, 
to help the merchants, they raed the wine a 
Henny in a quart.——Notwithstanding this the 
merchants fell into the hands of customers, 
who used them rigorously, and they lost greas 
part of their principal: first, they paid half ot 
tis new imposition in hand, and gave security 
to pay the other half; atterwards, the paymceus 
was divided into 3 parts, and secured by the 
merchauts accordingly. On the 2uth of Aug, 
tullowing, another privy-seal was issued to dc- 
termine the former; yet 40s. only of this, im 
position was taken off thereby, and 20s. hud 
on the French Wines parually and withoug 
liansitations viz. 20s, the tun for London, and 
15s. 4d. tor the out-ports, whereet the Loudoner 
complained; and it was iserted in the privy- 
seal, to be at the humble aud voluntary assent 
of the merchants; which ts absolutely deny'd, 
fur they only consented to pay 20s. the tun, 
until the remaimder of the former lnposition, 
so secured as asoresaid, were paid, and no longers 
vet they were haunted by pursuivants ull they - 
had paid: and they complain they are undone, 
unless their bonds be delivered up. ¢They 
further complain, That they do pay for their 
trade cent. percent, and shew'd the particulars, 
viz, One merchant had naid 800L. to the king 
for lis part ina short tine. and now umable to 
pay any more. Here the knicht said, That 
he would willingly suppress what follows, for 
acerbity of speech is no breeder of good blood: 
but the Commons had commanded him to speak 
it, and to declare further, “Phat the merchants 
comparcd their sutterings under these impo- 
sitions, to the sutferings of the old Israelites 
in Egypt, when they were commanded to make 
brick with lesa straw; and generally contess, 
that they would drive twice a3 much trade, iftheir 
trade were not overburthened, Lercupun they 
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thought they had sutlicient ground to complain; 
this being dishonourable to, the king and op- 
pressive to the people, the king’s promise, word, 
and covenant being violated; these impositions, 
double the value, being grievous to the subject 


and fearful to posterity; for besides the old im- 


position, by statute, upon Wines, there are 
three more upon one another, § et quis erit 
modus,’ of feeding upon trade.” Here ended 
the Complaint touching the imposition on 
Wines. 

Then sir Edwin proceeded to the Complaint 
of the lease of Sugars procured ky the lord- 
treasurer, viz.‘ That whereas George Herriot 
held the Farm of Sugars, upon a rent of 10,000 
marks per ann, the lord-treasurer procured him 
to serrender that lease, and obtained a new 
leasc thereof unto two of his lordships servants 
to his own use, at 20001. per ann, for the same, 
What merits had his Idp. in the great extreme 
want of money, as to draw from his maj. so 
great a reward as 40001. per ann. for 21 years? 

ut the Commons Coinplaint herein is of a 
higher nature. That the king having granted, 
that the inerchants importing any merchandize, 
and paying the dutics for the same, if they ex- 
port the same within 13 months, their impo- 
sition is restored: ‘Ins is observed in all other 
merchandizes, save that of Sugars. The reason 
is plain if your lordships know who is the 
farmer of it. ‘Vhe Commons further complain- 
‘ed, That the lord-treasurer had turned the 
Composition for Grocery into an imposition ; 
which hisldp. did, without any warrant, where- 
by he usurped regal authority. That the city 
of London had yielded to a Composition for 
Grocery, but the out-ports refused, and espe- 
cially the citv of Bristol; and that in the 
jord-treasurer Salisburv’s tithe, 11 Jac. that city 
had a decree in the exchequer, that they should 
be treed from any such Composition, upon condi- 
tion to vield to purveyance in kind,when the king 
or queen comes within 20 miles of their city; 
which purveyance cost them 8001. when the 
quecn’s maj. wasthere. Neverticless the lord- 
treasurer had directed his warrant to levy a 
composition upon the merchants of that city 
and the other out-ports, against their wills, with 
commandment to stay the landing of their 
goods until it be paid. And this, he said, was 
the substance of their crying Complaint; what 
more can they say, but, with wise king Solomon, 
‘Tf thou seest the oppression of the poor, and 
violent perverting of judgment and justice in 
a province, marvel not at it; for he that is 
hicher than the highest regardeth, and there be 
higherthan he. Eccl. v. 8.2 TheirComplaint 
is of an high lord, the lord-treasurer: but your 
lordships are higher than he; the king ngher; 
and God higher than all; whose justice your 
lordships execute. This justice thev, humbly 
and instantly, demand of your lordships against 
these oppressions.” 

This Report being ended, the lords took into 
their consideration how to procced in the busi- 
ness, and then referred the Examination there- 
ef to the sub-comuuttee on Muuituons, &c. 


adding to the said committee the lord-kceper, 
the lord-steward, the bp. of Bath and Wells, 
the lords Wentworth and Spencer: and their 
lordships may divide themselves into several 
conunittecs, if they please, fur expediting this 
business; and may send for any witnesses to 
be sworn here in court, that may conduce to 
the Examination thereof. 

April 24. The abp. of Canterbury reported 
to the house, That the Committee, appuinted 
to examine into the Complaint against the 
Lord Treasurer, had met, and examined divers 
witnesses, who were sworn here in the house, 
and had made a collection of Part of the said 
Charge; which mr. Attorney read in form fol- 
lowing :— 


‘“‘ Part of the Charge against the Lord 


‘Lreasurer, 


“ ¥. The farmers of the Petty Farms of 
Wines and Currants, having sustained vreat 
loss in their farm, by an impost of 31. per tun 
of Wines newly set, were long and instant 
suitors to the lord treasurer for relief; but finde 
ing none, exhibited their bill into the exche- 
quer, and afterwards a petition to the king, for 
reparation of their loss; to which having re- 
ceived a gracious answer from his maj. the lord 
treasurcr agreed with them upon a recompence 
of 95001. to be detalked by 21000]. per ann. 
out of their rent; yet, after this agreement 
made, he protracted their warrant about six 
months, and, in the end, took of them a bribe 
of 5001. for their dispatch, which was set upon 


the account of the Petty Farms: but since the 


summons of the parl. the same was, by his 
lordship’s direction, posted to the account of 
the Great Farms.—lI. The lord treasurer be- 
ing presented with a tun of Wine, by the far- 
mers of the Petty Customs, was not contented 
therewith, but exacted money of them also; 
who were thereupon drawn to give him 1001. 
—IIf. The farmers of the Great Farm having, 
by their lease, covenanted to give security for 
the payment of their rent, divided their farm 
into 32 parts, appointing every partner to cive 
security of 15001. for every part. Five of the 
partners relinquishing their parts, the security 
tell short 75001. Whereupon the 4 patentees, 
resuming those five parts to themselves, ten- 
dered their own security ; which his ldp. agreed 
to accept, yet protracted about 3 quarters of a 
year, until they gave him 500I. for his dispatch. 
And whereas his Idp. pretends, by his Answer 
to the house of commons, that he had this 5001. 
and the other 500I. first mentioned im one en- 
tire sum, for four $2 parts of that Great Farm, 
it appeareth his Idp. had no parts at all in that 
farm.—IV. George Herriot having the farnns 
ot Sugars upon the rent of 1000 marks per ann. 
the lord treasurer procured Herriot to sure 
render that lease; and, to effect the same, 
gives order for the payment of 14,8651. due to 
Herriot for jewels ; all which was paid between 
the 15th Dec. 1621, and 10th Jan. following, 
The lease was no sooner strrendered, but the 
said treasurer procures @ icasc to two of bo 


* 


a -: 
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servants, by indenture, dated Jan. 13, 1621, | Gun-Powder, being a bargain of high conse- 
for 21 years, at 200Ul. rent per ann.; which | quence to have becn kept, his Idp. hath also 
rent his ldp. paid so slowly, that there having | ueglected and broken that bargain, to the ba- 
only 4000. thereof grown due since the lease, | zard of the kingdoa: and prejudice of the king. 
30001. thereof was paid on aud since the 3ist | He hath also inade uulawtul bargains for the 
of Dec. last: and whereas the merchants, im- | lands of sir Roger Dallison; wherein, tor coin- 
porting any merchandize, and paying the du- | passing those lands, he has contracted to do 
ties, are freed to export within the year, with- | his endcavour to procure payment of 80001. of 
out any new payments; that custum was ob- | old arrears, (which he performed when he be- 
served in all other farms, but denied in this, | came treasurer) and to pay tor the land withi 
for the said lord treasurer’s benelit.—V. The | making of baronets and suits to the king; and, 
city of London having yielded to a Composi- | in particuler, a suit, for compounding with his 
tion tor Grocery Ware, which the out-ports, | ma!.’s copyhulders of Wakeneld by himself, 
particularly Bristol, refused ; upon long debate { worth 20uol. And, having agreed with sit 
and advisement, in the time ot the lord trea- | Tho. Dallison and the otticers of the Ordnance, 
surer Salisbury, it was resolved they should not | he, to gain, indirectly, and by oppressive 
be pressed thereto : nevertheless, the lord trea- | means, an estate which sir Roger Dallson had 
surer bath siven warrant to levy that Compo- | passed to sir R. Smith and sir John Davy, he- 
sition upon the merchauts of the out-ports | setteth on fuot an outlawry of sir Rovef Dalli- 
against their wills, or else to stav the landing | son, and thereby disposseseth sir Rd. Smith! 
of their goods; which hath becn put in execu- | and sir John Davy, who had been in posses- 
tion accordingly.—VI. In Dec. 1618, his maj. | sion, by a trial at law; using the power of his: 
upon great deliberation and advisement, did | place, aud countenance of the king’s service, 
set forth instructions, very fitting and necessary | to wrest them out of alease and estate of great 
for the well ordering of the Court of Wards: | value.” : : 
the lord treasurer becoming master of the After the reading of this, it was ordered, 
wards: and, for his own private gains, aiming | That the said part of the lord treasurer’s charge 
at an alteration of those instructions, first pro- | should be sent unto him to-day. And that he’ 
cured a reference to divers of the council to | be warned to appear here at the bar, on the 
consider thereof, yet after waved that reter- | 28th inst. at 9 in the morning, to answer it, 
ence; and, by his own power and greatness | Likewise, if he had witnesses to be examined, 
with the othcers of the court, (though much | he mav present their names to the house to be 
gainst their wills) and by misinformation of | sworn between this and the same day. And 
his maj. (though much to the disadvantage of | this is said to be Part of the Charge, because 
the king and subject) in the year 1622, procures | there are other things against hin which are 
new instructions; thereby taking the petitions | yet in examination; and, when reported ‘to thé 
from the clerk of the court, and appropriating { house, he shall be charged therewith, if thought 
them to himself and his secretary, who takes | fit. 7 ° 
great rewards of the subjcct for procuring an- April 26. The messengers that were sent to 
swers to the same; and, by colour of those | deliver the Charge, &c. to the Lord Treasurer, 
new instructions, he doubles fees of conti- | declared they had done it; but he gave no 
nuance of liveries; and, having concealed the | other Answer to them than, “ It is well.” 
wardships to himself, he may easily make ward- | April 27. A Petition from the lord treasurer 
ships concealed by the course of the new in- | to the Ilouse of Lords was read, in hac verba: 
structions.—Also he hath made a Stamp, and 
delivered the same to his secretary to be used; 
thereby, unlawtully, putting into the hands of 
his secretary the greatest part of the power and 
trust appcitaining to the office of master of 
the wards. This the secretary hath used, stamp- 
ing therewith, in the absence ot the master, 
tendcrs, continuances, warrants to the great 
seal, vrants of wardships and leases, indentures 
of liveries, &c. And whereas, by a privy seal 
of 6 Jac. there was an allowance settled for 
the ordinary of the Othce of Ordnance ; which, 
being put out of order in the time of sir Roger 
Dallison, iv 1617, the lords, upon reterence 
from his maj. set, under their hands, a propor- 
tion, both for present supply and future up- 
holding of that office: but his idp. bem trea- 
surer for the space of 2! years, hath observed ips 
none of these proportions or establishments; | nunation of witnesses to be produced on his 
whereby the stores are, in etrect, whoily un- | part, before he hath made his Answer: where- 
furnished.—And there being a Contract made | by it may first appear to your lordships what 
with oir. Evelyn, by himself and other come | things he will deny and what coutcss aud avow, 
missioners for hig maj. for serving ois maj. with ) and what manner he will avow ths same; 
Vou. 1. : 4 


a 


. 


“ The humble Petition of the Lord Treasurer 
of England. 


‘© Most humbly representing to this most 
hon. house the names of such persons (by the 
schedule anuexed) as the lord treasurer hum- 
bly desireth may be sworn and examined for 
discovery of the truth, upon such Articles as 
he shall exhibit, touching the several matters 
contained 1n that part of bis Charge, which has 
heen delivered to him. For which purpase he 
humbly praveth such warrant tor calling in 
those witnesses, and such others as he shalk 
give not:ce of to the clerk of the parl. as 
the form of this hich cou.t reyuireth, And, 
withal, humbly propoundeth to the considera- 
tion of this most honourable house, Whether 
your lordships will think nt to proceed to exa- 
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“upon which, as upon issue joined, he may par- | your lordships did further direct that the said 
ucularly examine his witnesses, and, after co- | interrogatories should be presented this day ; 
pies of the Depositions taken both for and | he most humbly desires your fordships to .¢@ 
against him, the cause may be prepared tor | truly informed, that, having neglected uu tine 
your lordships honuvurable judg nents; which | since he received bis Charge to prepare his 
he protesteth to further, on his part, to a hear- | Answer, he tinds the matters objected sv many 
Ing with all possible expedition. Lastly, his | and of such divers natures, that he cannat yet, 
most hugible suit is, That, in respect of the | possibly, furnish the same, in such perfect and 

“ pature and muluplicity of the inatters objected | particular manner, as be ought and desires to 
against hin, which do necessarily require the | do for your lordships’ best satistacuon, and the 
assistance of learucd counsel, this most ho- | clearing the matters laid to bis Charge in all 
nourable court will be pleased to ass.gn the | pomis. Ani theretore, his Answer being not 
followi g zentlemen to be of counsel with him, | vet ready, upon which all the interrogatories 
in this cause of we ght so much concerning | must properly be g:ounded, and without which 
him; viz. mr. dr. Steward, mr. Rd. Hide, of the | your lordsbips’ yudgineuts of the 4 ertinencies 
Middle Temple, mr. Wim. Hackwell, of Line ; of the interrogatories cannot be rightly mforn- 

colo’sinn. =Murpp1esex.”— Then follow tbe | ed, te humbly bescecheth yuur lurdships to 

names of nearly 40 witnesses. respite them, and as soon as his Auswer 33 

This Petition being read, the lords appointed | finished be will torward thet with all possible 

@ special committee to consider what Answer | specd. And he doth, once again, humbly pro- 

should be made to it, consisting of the lord pre- | pound to the consideration of this most hon, 

sidenty lord Rochford, the bp. of Rochester, | house (because therein your lordships have not 
and the lords Wentworth, Howard, and Say. | becn pleased to give Answer unto his former 

These lords having withdrawn themselves some | Peti ion) whether your lordsbips will not, in 

time, and being returned, the lord president | your noble justice, permit him to have copies 

reported to the house the Answer agreed on, | of the Depositions. taken,and to be taken in 

im these words: “ 1, That warrants shall be | this cause, on both sides, without which he 

given for calling in of such witnesses, whose | sball be utterly disabled to make that just de- 

names shall be exhibited in writing, and thought | fence, which a cause, of that importance to 
fit by the house to be examined; the interro- ; him, doth necessarily require.—Middlesex.” _ 

gitorics and witnesses names to be sent to the | The lords, upon reading this Petition, did 

house to-morfow in the afternoon, and the wit- | all agree, *¢ That it is against the order of this 

nesses themselves to appear, that such of them | court, as well as of all other courts, tur a de- 
may be sworn and examined as the house shall 
think fit. 2. The house sees no cause, when 
the witnesses names and interrogatories are | the Petition, the following Answer was agreed 
sentin, why the examination of them should | on to it: * The lords expected to be obeved 


be deferred: but the day for his appearance not to have been directed; and hold tor a 


linquent to have Copies of the Examinations 
betore he answers.” And, as to the rest of 


and answer was to hold. 3. His lordship may | disrespect unto the house, That witnesses 
use what council he pleases to advise tor his | should be produced and sworn, and no inter- 
defence; but it stands not with the orders of | rogatories sent whercon to examine them as 
this house to allow council, at the bar, in cases | was required. The Copies of Depositions al- 
of this nature.”—This Answer, being read and | ready taken, for Proof of the Charge, was not 
approved, was sent to the lord treasurer. A | directly prayed in the former Petition, therefore 
Memorandum istmade, That the carl of Bridge- | it was not preciscly answered ; but it 18 so un 
water, one of the coinmittce to search prece- | fit a desire that the lords think the petitioner 
dents, &c. reported, That they could find none | ill-advised to make such a request. And, ac- 
where a member ot this house did answer, by | cording to the former order of the house, the 
his counsel, to a complaint exlibited against | lords expect the lord treasurer’s appearance 
him: but that divers members of this house | to-morrow morning, to hear such Answers as 
and others had answered in person and not by | he shall make.” 

counsel; and that counsel was denied to Mi- |, April 29th. Another Petition from the lord 
chael de la Pole, lord chancellor, 10 Rd. 2. | treasurer was presented to the house, and read 
when he required the same. in hec verba: 

April 28. Another Petition from the lord |“ Most humbly shewing, That, besides the 
treasurer to the house, was presented and read, | weighty carcs of mind which now do hie upon 
in hac verba: him, by the Charge he hath received from that 
most hon. house, he is fallen into such an in- 
disposition of body, as be is once more enforced 
to eer your lordships, in your noble justice 
and favour, to grant him a farther day for pre- 
senting his Answer and Interrogatories, which 
fall out to he much longer than be himself ex- 
pected. It being no small addition to his sor- 
rows, that, in a case so nearly concerning hm, 
he cannot conceive by their lordships former 
Answers to his former humble Petition, tbat 


“ The humble Petition of the Earl of Middle- 
sex, Lord Treasurer of England. 

*¢ Most humbly sheweth, That, according to 
your lordships’ directions, in Answer to his Pc- 
tition humbly presented yesterday, he had ap- 
pointed the witnesses there named to attend 
the most honourable house this afternvon, to 
be sworn to answer such interrogatorics as, on 


bis behalf, shall be exhibited.—But, whereas 
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they purposed to allow him Copies of the De- 
sitions, whereby, after bis Auswer delivered 

in writing, he shail prepare himse:t to. bis just 

defence against the hearing.— Middlesex.” 

To back this Petition, the Prince moved 
That m res;ect of the lord treasure:’s g eat 
ofhce, aud sickness pre ended by ius idp. he 
might have a louger day given bim, aud 
that day to be absolute. On which the tuil- 
lowing Answer to the Petition was agreed on. 
That the lords, ouly in respect of the lord ‘ 
treasurer's Indisposition of health, are pleased 
to respite his appearance this day; but do en- 
join that on May 1, at 9 in the morning, if his 
health so permit, he bring bis Avswer ; if nut, 
thac then he send his Answer to his Charge in 
writing, and all such Interrogatonies as he 
would have bis witnesses examined upon. Lise 
wise, the lords do peremptorily assigu the 7th 
of May next, tor his appearance in person, and 
for the final hearing and determining the 
cause.” On the same day the Attarucy Ge- 
peral read the tollowing 


Additional Articles to the Charge against the 
Lord Ireasurer. 

“ 1, He undertook the attice of the Ward- 
robe, in the 16ih year of his uvy,’s reign, and 
continued in the service of that place trom 
Michaelmas, anno 16, to the sane dine, anno 
19. This office he took upon him under pre- 
teuce of dojng his maj. special service ; and, 
for that purpose, obtained a certain assignment 
of 20 OOO). per ann, or tiercabuuts, whigh was 
duly paid unto him by way of imprest. Instead 
of domg service, he hath brought that place 
{nto disorder und confusion; he hath not duly 
served the warrants which he should have 
served, nor paid the workinen and creditors ; 
he hath neituer kept orderly accounts, nor 
yielded any ; but under colour of pretended 
service of great importance, hath procured 
gifts and discharges of great sums of inoney, 
which he received tur the execution af thut 
place, and for the queen’s funeral. If. Whereas, 
inthe furwcr Charge delivered to his ldp. it is 
mentioned that merchants, importing Sugars 
have been denied to export the same without 
paying new duues: it appears, upon further 
consideration of that business, ‘Ibat the preju- 
dice the. merchants haye sustained concerning 
their Sugars, is, that they have been denied, 
upon exportatian of sugars, the imposts paid 
on importation; which is contrary to the di- 
rection given by his maj,’s letters patents 5, 
Sept. 8 Jac.” 


May 1. The lord treasurer scyt another | 


Petition to the lords, with his Answer to 14 
Charge, and the [nterrogatories to 4 parts of 
the same ; which, deing read, were reterred to a 
committee, who were to report to the house 
what interrogatories they reject. The tevor 
of the Petition was as follows : 

‘© The lord. treasurer, with most humble 
thanks, acknowledgeth the honourable favour 
of this house, by their noble order made ia this 


kouse.on Thursday last; anddoth most humbly 


tnke hold of the liberty thereby granted bim, 
in respect of his indisposition, which yet cone 
tinucth) most humbly to present to your lorde 
ships herewih all his Answer, in wrung, ag 
well to the Charge he received the 24th of 
April, as to the Additwnus thereco which he 
received the 29th of the same, to:ether with 
as inany of his nterrogatories tor Examimation 
of Witnesses as ne could pussibly make ready 
by this time, which are tuli and perrect for 
four ofthe Articles of lis Charge; most hume 
bly desiring Monday morning at the sittisg of 
the court fur the bringing iu whe rest; and hat 


your lordships will pardon the length of hig 


Auswer; the varictv and ynultiplicity of the 
particulars necessarily requiring it, a» well for 
the readier informing of your lurdships judg 
ments, as for reliet of his own weak memory 
whom as yet you have been jleased to appoint 
to stand alone withuut counsel at the hearing: 
he doth withall hum: ly explain bis meanicg in 
the former Petitions, which were not to desire 
Capies of the Depositions betore his Answer 
Were put in, and ali Witnesses for and avainst 
him fully examined: but when that sl:ail be 
done, he hopes it will stand with the honour 
aud justice uf that inost honourable house to 
alluw him copies of the depositions on both 
sides,— Middlesex.” 

The tenor of the Lord Treagurer’s Answer 
to his Charge followeth. — 


“ The humble Answer. of the Earl of Mid- 
dicsex, Lord Treasurer of England, to the 
part of the Charge which was delivered 
inn fromthe most honqura le Court of 
the higher House of Parliament, on Sa- 
turday the 24th of April, 1624, 

“ To the 1st and 3rd Articles concerning the 
two pretended Bribes of 500l.a piece. His 
Auswer is, that no such several sums were 
ever pail unto him, nor any money at all for 
any of the causes mentioned i the said Charges 
but he acknawledgeth that, the 27th of June 
last past, he, by his servant, did receive at the 
hands of Jaco, ong entire sum of a 10001. in 
consideration ofhis interest ia four 32 parts 
of the great Farm, which he had turmerly ree 
served unco himself, upon settling the new lease 
thereor; and tor no athez. cause, as he hath 
truly alledged in his Answer to the Cosumons 
and, for better satisfaction, of this most ho- 
nourible house therein, he hath here set duwn 
a true and particular Decliratwo, ofthe state 
and carriage of that business, as followeth :— 
He is very well assured that as his general 
course, in all bargaias of the like nature for 
the king, hath been to look to, his own duty 
and the kiny’s service, as the husband of 
his mqj.’s estate; so.in this particular, touch- 
ing the 95001. allowed to the Petty Farmers 
in recompence of their losses, he carried. bim- 
sclf so carefully and strictty for the king, as he 
could no ways expect so much as thanks, much 
less any gratuity or reward from them :. for 
though, at first, they demanded of his naj, a 


Very great sup, pretending, that tag interrups 
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tioi- they complained of was 10,0001. disad- 
vantage to them in their first year only; yet 
upon goud reasons, shewed by the lord trea- 
surer, on his maj.’s bebalt, they were brought 
to accept of 9,500]. whereof, though they ear- 
nestly pressed to have present satisfaction, 
yet he over-ruled them to take it in 94 years, 
(which was not’ worth more than 50001. in 
band) and that, also, to be in full satisfaction 
of all their demands, not for one year, but for 
the whole terta of 94 years; so, as, in that par- 
ticular, the lord treasnrer was so far trom do- 
ing them favour, that he thinks, they have 
maliced him ever since, rather for holding 
them so hard to it, than for any regard to the 
king’s service.—And for the Great Farm, the 
said treasurer saith, That the old farmers be- 
coming suitors to renew their lease, propound- 
ed to leave the Silk-Farm upon his may.’s 
hands; and, withall, to have an abatement of 
the rent they then paid for the Great Farm: 
whereupon the lord treasurer, finding how 
much that otler tended to his maj.’s disadvan- 
tage, desired sir A. logram, by himself and his 
friends, to get a better oer made to the king, 
whic was dene accordingly; aged tucrehy his 
muy.’ rent was not ispwured (as at first was 
proposed) but increased 3U00I. per ann.; and 
the Suk farm Rent was also made goud; which 
otherwise, to have been lett by itself, would 
not have yielded the old rent by 5, or 60001, 
per ann.; 50 that the bargain was better to 
the king than the old farmers first offered by 
9, or 10,000]. per ann.: notwithstanding, it 
was thoughr fit by his may. that the old far- 
mers, connng to the rate offered by others 
within a 10901. per ann. should have the pre- 
ference of the bargain. But witball, the Jord 
treasurer, to gratify those, who, by the said 
offers, had done.the king service, by advancing 
the rent as atoresaid, did, at the mstance of sir 
A. Ingram, on his and their behalf, reserve cer- 
tain parts of the said Farm, with no other inten- 
tion but to dispose the same among them; and 
then gave order for the lease to proceed to the 
patentees, who were named, in trust, for them- 
selves, and ailthe partners.—And, afterwards, 
the said lord treasurer did dispose of the ‘said 
parts, reserved to the said sir A. Ingram and 
others, according to the first intention; 4 of 
which parts, the: parties which: had them-did 
Afterwards, at scveral times, give up to the said 
lord treasurer, and left the same at his dis- 


posing. . Some mouths after, sir Philip Carey, | 


who had: one of the lord treasurer's parts, and 
some others placed by rhe farmers. upon some 
muaslike of-earriages of that farm, did also re- 
lingush and give up their parts; upon occa- 


sion whereof, the lord treasurer, being put in- 


mind by sir A. Invram of. the said 4 parts, 
which were returned unto him by those to 
whom be had forinerly disposed them; and be- 
Ing asked what he would do witb them, did, 
upon Jacoh’s next. coming to him, ask him, How 
the farmers meant to use him for his four $2 


s Idp, 
on tae 


en of the farm? He answered, That because 
had tormerly signed a warrdat, fox te- 


king’s security of all the $2 parts, and said no- 
thing of those 4 parts, they thought his ldp. 
had waved them: but he would speak with 
the partners about it, and then give him a full 
answer, Within tew days after, Jacob returned 
to him, and very freely offered a 20001. for his 
parts, according to the rate which, be said, 
they had lately given to mr-Chancclior for his: 
which the Jord treasurer was contented to ac- 
cept: and within 4 days after he told mr, 
Chancelior what bargain be had made with 
the farmers, for his wterest in four $2 

of the Great Farm, viz. That he had sold them 
to the Farmers fora 1000:.—This Agreement 
being thus made with Jacob, and the 10001. 
paid accordingly; it falls out, by that which 
was since discovered, That he aud his partners, 
which shared those 4 parts, agreed together, 
to ease themselves of that money, (which 
should have been properly bora upon their own 
private accounts,) by Jaying the same upon the 
geueral accounts of the Great and Petty Farms ; 
(themselves being farmers in both) aod there- 
upon, the 10001. a» is since discovered, was by 
them divided into two parts; the one halt en- 
tered -upon the books of the Peity Farmers, 
and the other upon the general account of the 
Great Farm, as gratuities to the lord treasurer ; 
who litle knew of their unjust proceedings, 
both with himself and their partners, unl 
about Christmas last; when he had first inu- 
mation of some such Charge laid upon the 
Petty Farms, not hearing then that which was 
done upon the Great Farms account: bere- 
upon he presently sent for Jacob, and was 
much offended with him, that he should suffer 
any such unjust thing to be dune; who, at first, 
denied it; but, the next day, confessed it; 
and said, it was ill done; and said, he was 
over-ruled in it; and promised to set all 
straicht again, according to the truth and right 
or the case; which, the lord treasurer under- 
stands was done acco.diugly; not by posting 
the 590]. from the Petty Farm’s Account to 
the Great Farm’s but by discharging both un- 
just charges out of both accounts; the paten-~ 
tees returning back the money which they had 
taken off the Petty Farmers, tpon the lord trea- 
surer’s just exception thereto; and also making 
like restitution, of their own accord, to their part- 
ners in the Great Farm, whom they had hkewise 
wronged ; whereof the lord treasurer heard no- 
thing till of late: so, he hopes, the proofs of 
this cause will make it evidently appear, that 
all this scandal hath fallen upon him, by this 
underhand working af the patentees for their 
own private gain; by wrongtully charging their 
partners in both farms, to ease themselves, 
without the lord treasurer’s privity or know- 
ledge: and though the patentees, to make their 
own tale good, have lately denied that the lord 
treasurer bad any part in the farm; yet it 
will manifestly appear upon proof, by the 
vaths of men of good reckoning, that themselves 
have acknowledged, that his Idp. had reserved 
part of that farm at his disposing.—For the 
100} andthe tun of Wine, alledged, in the 


e 
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end Article, to be received: the truth is this, | will appear upon record, this Charge upon the 
That Jacob being with the lord treasurer about | lord treasurer is wholly mistaken; and that he 
other business, told him, That the Farmers of ' was so far from paying so much ready money 
the Petty Farms, had, or did intend, to pre-) as he is charged with, that he paid no icady 
sent bim with a tun of wine, for anew years! money at all, but by assignment; winch he 


gift. the lerd treasurey then answered him 
merniy, That other lord treasurers had been 
better respected by those farmers, and that he 
would have none of their wine; and shortly 
efter, Bernard Hyde brought him an 100l. for 
a new year’s gift only, and for no other cause. 
—To the 3rd Article, concerning Herriot’s 
Reckoning and the Sugar Farn, the lord trea- 
surer makes this Answer, That in 1620, a lease 
was granted to Herriot, of the Impost upon 
Sugurs tor 3 years, not at the rent of 10,000 
marks per ann, as is alledged in the Gharge, 
but at Icss by a 10001. per ann. viz. 56661. 18s. 
4d.rent. Atierwards, the 17th of Nov. 1620, 
in the ume the lord Mandeville was treasurer, 
Herriot obtained a privy-seal of assiznment, 
whereby he had power to pay himself out of 
the Sugar Farin-Rent, by way of retainer, a 
debt of 13,0891. 16s. formerly due to him, viz. 
for his free-arrear in the exchequer 187]. 10s. 
and upon six privy-seals for jewels, formerly 
bought of h:m, 12,902]. 6s. in which privy-seal 
of assignment, there was one special clause, 
That if the said 3 years rent would not suftice 
to pay the whole debt, by reason of defalca- 
tions which might fall out upon the farm, the 
‘pest should be made good out of the exche- 
quer; and atterwards, in May and Aug. 1621, 
in the visc. Mandeville’s time, Herriot obtained 
two other privv-seals, for two other debts due 
to him, amounting to 19621. 15s. which, being 
added to the former debts by privy-seal, makes 
up the great sum of 14,865l. mentioned in the 
lord treasurer’s Charge.—And whereas it is al- 
ledged, that this whole sum of 14,865]. was 
paid to Herriot by the now lord treasurer’s or 
der within the space of 26 days: the truth is, 
There was not one penny paid at all in money, 
but Herriot being indebted to his majesty 


77991. upon account of the rents and profits of 


the Sugar-Farm until Christmas 1621, the 
game was allowed in discharge of so much of 
his debt of 14,8651. viz. 56601. 13s. 4d. which 
he had power to pay himself, by virtue of the 
said privy-seal of assignment; ayd 2139. 6s. 
8d. which was done by him upon his account 
before the lease of the Sucar-Farin began. 
And whereas he might, by the said privy-séal 
of assignment, have paid himselt the other 
70661. within less than 15 months; the lord 
treasurer did, bv Herriot’s consent, transfer 
the same to be paid out of the Tobacco Farm, 
viz. 40001. at Michaelmas 1622, and the rest 
at Michaelmas 1623, which was a longer time 
and more advantageous assignment for the king 
than the former was: so, although there were 
several orders signed, as if the money had been 
paid immediately out of the exchequer; yet 
that was done, of necessity, to enable the 
striking tallvs, for the tellers charge and dis- 
oharge, as the form of the exchequer required, 


without issuing any. money at all: -eo thas it: 


| 


inade at longer days, than it was termerly set- 
tled in lis predecessor’s time. And the.eupon 
Herriot, having his debt thus settled and paid 
to his content, did surrender up his lease; 
which, he had procured to no other end, but 
to secure the payment of the debts owing to 
him bythe king. Afterwards, it is true, his maj. 
granted a new lease of the Sugar- Farin to the 
lord treasurer’s use, at the rent of 2U0UU]. per 
ann.; in the granting whereot his maj, was 
truly informed of the state .of the sane, and 
particularly made acquainted, That the said 
Farm of Sugars might be unpsoved to 6OUUI, 
per annum, though Herriot had it but ag 
56661. 13s. 4d. it being Ins maj.’s pleasure, out 
of his own grace and goudness, to grant the 
same, in form aforesaid, to the lord treasurer, 
for his many services, and for considerations 
best known to bimseli.—For the slow paying 
his rent, it is true, that one of the 30001. was 
paid $3 or 4 days atter the rent-day, and the 
other two half-years rents were torborne in re- 
spect of some private disvurscments of his 
lordship’s for the king; upon bills of exchange 
to the commissioners for Ireland; and other 
engngements for his maj.; which his Idp. in- 
tended should be discharged and cleared by 
the said rent.—And, lastly, The liberty of 
transporting Merchants’ Sugars, formerly im 
ported, remaineth now in the same estate and 
condition, without any alteration, since the 
lord treasurer’s lease, as it did at any tume be- 
fore; neither is there any such restraint or de- 
nial made by him, or under him, to the mer- 
chants’ prejudice or his own protit, as 1s al- 
lesed in the Charge.—To the 4th Article, 
touching the Composition for Grocery-Wares 
10 Bristol and the out-ports; the lord treasurer 
saith, That complaint bemg made unto hnn oa 
his maj.’s behalt, That the said Composition- 
Money being no less due in the out-ports than 
in the port of London, no certain course was 
settled for the receiving of it, or bringing it to 
account for his maj.’s use, so as little or no be= 
nefit thereof came to the king: he thereupon 
thought fit to send @ general warrant to the 
out-ports, to authorize Jacob to take care of 
that collection; and receive such duties of that 
nature, as had been forinerly uscd to have been 
paid; to the end the whole collection thereof 
might come in upon one man’s account; with 
no intention to raise a new charge upon the 
subject, but only to settle the collections of the. 
king’s duties in order: and, as svon as the said 
lord treasurer had notice, That the citizens of 
| Bristol had formerly yielded to furuish his 
maj.’s household with grocery in specie, upon 
purveyance, at the king’s coming into those 
parts; and, thereupon, had obtained an order. 
in the exchequer, to exempt them from the 
payment of the composition ; the lord treasurer 


did presently discharge the tormer.warrant scat 


4135] 


thither before, and referred the merchants 
(who acqu.cnted them with it) to sir Simon 
Hervey, one of the otiicers of the Green Cloth, 
who cectied his lordslup, that he bid a.reed 
with them to their good contentmeut.— Lo 


the 3th Articls, concerning the busine:s of 


the Court of Wards, the lord treasurer makes 
this humble Answer, Poat tm Dec. 1018, his 
maj. did set forth instructions for the ordering 
of che Court of Wards; winch orders were set 


forth by the procusement and solk itauon of 


sume of the othcers, without the privity of the 
Jord Wali ford, then master, aud same othr 
ef the council of that court, and near about 
the time of 515 jord-hip’> leaving the place: 
divers of winch arucles tended to the abiidzes 
ment of the antient authority aad protits of 
the master’s place, and for the prout of others 
of the omecrs of the court. —W hereapon the lard 
treasurer, being made mastcr, was an buinhle 
suitor to his maj. to restore him to the foriner 
richisof the clice, by atentog the sud Instric- 
tions m some Poiuts, bar peerudical to his mity.’s 
proars, ner atevous ti liussub cets; upou which 
it pleased lis may. to retry the same to some 

Hive cotasetlors, as ismentioned inthe Charge: 
niter which time, and before any thing was 
doe, upon the humble motion ar the lord 
treasir r, lis may. was pleased to direct, Phat the 
master and oticers shoal firse confer and 
nerce Gf they co ld) amettz themselves, and 
resort to the reterrees, a they agreed not; 
Wherenpou the master and ali the otheers, upon 
sundry mcetings and dehanngs, a vreed among 
the:pscelves tor the vew [nstructions, an lt ere- 
npoo voluntarily subscribed their names, There 
was noimesiformation uscd to his may. neither 
are the points conta ned ia the new Instructions 
disad: antageuus to the king or subjects more 
than the sormer, and, in some points, of much 
more ad-antage both to the kin and subject. 
Touching the talane Peutiass frem the Clerk 
of the court, and appropriating them to hun- 
self aed the secretary, who is charge) with 
tahine great rewards for procuring ans ers to tie 
sane, pe saith, That, andl the said Lnstructions 
of 1618, all Petitions were deh vered ta the 
master; which, by the said mstructions of 1618, 
were (10 the ereat prejudice of the sub ect, 
and delay of his may.’s service) delivered to the 
elerk of the court, who was to present it at 
the sitting of the Council, which could be onlvin 
term time; whereas, by the former annent 
course, and by the List Instructions, the Pet 
tion being delivered to the master, he only 
giveth order tor huding and returning an ottice, 
whi b nist also be entered wi h the clerk; and, 
the office beme returned, the grant is made by 
the master and council, at the council table, 
By this course the suitor hath expedition at all 
tines, and the imaster no protit at all; and the 
secretary neither hath taken, nor exacted, any 
reward of the subject for procuring Answers, 
to the knawledve of bim the lord treasurer, 
Touching the doubling fees for Continuance of 
Liveries, by the new Instructions, he saith, 
Yhat, ever ull the Instruction of 1618, the 
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; suitor might continue his hvery, either with the 


master, or surveyor; and the master’s tees tur 
such continuance was ever 10s. ‘The Inst-uce 
tions of 1618 appropriated the coutnmuance 
only to the surveyor, which was an encroache 
meat by the survevor upon the master; pow 
the new [instructions enjoin the continuances 
to be with both, for wiach the nya-ter taxeth 
no other fee than 10s, wuich was the antieusg 
fee for continuances ta.en by al masters 
before bim: and, fur tenders, the master 
doth now take but 5s, wheeras the anuent tee 
is 10s—By the Continuance befure bth 
houses, men are rather forced to sue aut their 
liveries to the benetit of tre king, aud good of 
such as have cause to sue against them, Touch- 
ine the having of concealed Wardstips, and, te 
that point, that the master may e:sily make 
wardstiups concealed by the course of the new 
[ustrucuons, the lord treasurer saith, That alto? 
he hath the disposing ot concenled wardstups, 
yet the benefit of them is to tue king’s owa 
use; and it is not in his power to make a cone 
cealed wardship: for if the petition should be 
suppress’d, or not answered, yet itis no conce sk 
ment, by the new Instructions, if gay sit be 
made for it within a vear atter the death or the 
tenants neither is the lord treasurer cuarped 
to have done, or su much as to have attempted 
any such act.—Touching the Stamp, which he 
is charged with having delivered tota secretary, 
be doth humbly acknowiedge the same; but, 
withail, desireth your lordships tg take into 
consideration, tuit the whuie purpuse and 
scope of doing thereof was only tur the pre- 
se..t dispatch of suitors in ordinary masters of 
course; anil for such business as cuuld not be 
clfected by the Stamp arane, without the assist- 
auce or joining of other otticers therewith, 
either before or after putting the Stamp: and 
the lord treasurer was rather induced tu give 
way thereto, because he had understood that 
the iord Burleigh, when lord treasurer, made 
use of the like; and for that Stamps are in use 
in other offices at present: yet, if the lord treasur- 
er had ever conceived, or been informed, that it 
had been unliwtul or unit, he should not have 
used it: also be directly affirinethb, That, by 
the use thereof, neither his maj. nor the sub- 


ject, hat': hitherto any charge or prejudice, 


but much ease in their dispatch—And as to 
Dalhson’s unsettling the Othce of Ordnance, 
that tell ont 8or 9 yearssince; and the supply 
set down by the lords, in 1617, was 4 years 
hetore the lord treasurer was in of}ce ; neither did 
the commission of the treasury, nor his prede- 
cessors, pursue any point thereby directed; but 
it lay wholly neglected, and now only revived 
acunst the lord treasurer, who never saw it 
but in this parliament: and for the Book 
made up by the comimissioncrs of the navy, in 
1620, for supplying the Stores and future up- 
holding of the Office of Ordnance, (tho’, being 
the last of the three settlements mentioned in 
the Articles, it might be suthcient to suspend 
both the former) it was so far from being an 


establishment to govern the office by, that alk 


1487] ) 


the officers have, and still do oppose it, and 
protest against it to thir day; go ns there bet ig 
oly propositions without rezolutions, and no 
seided rute of establishment and direction, 
why should the lord treasurer be bound to heep 
i? or why the breach therco! be mie his 
fault now, whea st was broken and neglected | 
in his predecessor's time, who was then the 
only proper oteer to bave put it in exccution, 
the nuw ford treasurer being but one of the 
propounders of it.—Nutw ithstandingyhe bunbly 
conceives, and hopes to prove clearly, that 
there hath been no such wilful negligence as is 
aled.ed; for tho’ it be true, that the officers 
of the Ordnance, always opposing that Book 
of the commissioners wouldnes ersue outthe two 
warrants theieby required, the une of 13,6401. 
14s. 2d. fur Supply of the Stores, and the vther 
ef 300ul. per aun. for the Ordinary; yet there 
have been other privy seals of the same nature 
sued out, whereupon hath bccn issued to that 
office, since that book of the commissioners, 
was delivered, as tuilows, viz. for tiie supply of 
the Stures, i 0961. 17s. 6d. which sums want 
not inuch of the COMMMISgOKEers preparations, 
considering that the ordinary quarter-books are 
‘yet unpaid for a year and a quater; all which 
argue no wiltul nezhyence in the payments, 
howsoever the officers have disposed of the 
monics; nor any great unfurmeshing of the 
stores, which, if they have less proportion of 
soine stores of pros isions than were set down 
in the commissioners bo: oks, yet they have 
more of other stores of provisions, w hich have 
since been thought more useful and more ne- 
cessary.—As to what conceins neglecting the 
supplies for Gun-powder, the lord treasurer 
saith, © That the bargains with Evelyn were 
made i in the lord Mandeville’s time, who con- 
tinued in the office the first 5 months aster; in 
which time Evelyn served in Powder tor the 
first 3 months; but, vetting no moncy for it, 
made a stup of his delivery, according to the 
liberty of bis contract: so that the same was 
broken an the lord Mandeville’s thac, and 
left wholly in distractivun to the now lord 
treasurer, with a debt tor 3 months powder, 
delivered as aforesaid; his predecessor not 
paying one penny upon that contract in all 
that time.—Neither did that bargain with Eve- 
lyn suffer any smull interruption, by the conti- 
nual complaints stirred up against him by mr, 


Sadler, and new propositions made by him for 


settling the powder-making otherwise; where- 
by Evelyn’s contract stood under question, and 
both the lord trensurer, and mr. Chancellor, 
and the commissioncrs of the navy, had several 
times the trouble to examine the same; the 
lord treasurer having a purpose to bring Evelyn 
t» account for the profit, made by him, of the 
surplusage of the price of the powder put to 
sale: by this means, and by reason of other 
mishaps, of blowmg up the powder-mills by 
fire, Evelyn grew discouraged ; and the service 
WAs neglected, all Sadler’s suggestions were 
found ‘thavolous, which was near a year’s inter- 
ruption of the gcrvice.—Hesides, when the lurd 
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treasurer entered, he found in the Stores but 
116 lasts odd hundreds of powder ; and, the 
Oth of March last, be leit iu sture above 141 
lasts, Nonvieiatandni the great expence of 
powder, pon extraurdivaries, in the now lord 
treasurer's tine, which also ‘might have tcon 
194 lasts, if the lord Mandeville had settled 
and maintained the contract in bis ume, by 
addition of bis 5 months provision, and ihe 3 
Inonths winel be dett the now laocd treasurer to 
pay for; whereas the wiiole proportion of Gun- 
Powder, assizned by the commissioners of the 
NAVV's hook to be wsture, was but 195 lasts of 
powder; ant youd reasons given whe eiore 
there shou'd be no more Lastly, It wil ap- 
pear, by compari the quannity of Powder, 
paid for by thie now lon treasurer, with the 
tune before, that his idp. bad paid tor as much, 
it this short term of 2! vears, as hath been 
paid for mm the vest 7 vears beture 5 $0 as ne- 
ver, in the krhe’s tune, were the Stores su well 
furnished with powder for quantity and coud- 
ness, as they are now; and yet never more 
want OF money mm the exche quer these 20 vears, 
than hath been in the now lord treasurer’s 
time.—To the last Arucle of the Charge, about 
the barvain for the jand which was sir Rover 
Dallison’s, the lord treasurer saath, ‘That he 
hath not made any unlawful ba:gain for the 
lands of the said Dallsons neuer bath he 
paid tor the said lauds with mashing of bare- 
nets, or freeing cozyholders, or any other suit 
to the king, as by thit Article as pretended ; 
but hath really paid for the same ia moucy and 
money ’s worth, out of his own estate, to the 
full value of the lands and inore : uud, for more 
full declaration of the truth, he iu; That che 
pa sir over berug indebrod to the king in 
15,0621. 45. 101d. whercot sir Tho. Mounson, 
his surety, was tound debtor $1001. the said (al- 
lison’s lands were extended tor 99021 4s. 10ld, 
thercof, and the said sir Lbo. Muunson’s lauds 
for the said 32V001. and these so extended, toge- 
ther with the said several debts, were gr anted 
bv his majesty’s letrers patent the 2Qu1 of July, 
18 Jac. unto Francis Morrice, aul ather otti- 
cers and creditors of the Ordnanee, tor 19,0024. 
owing to them by his maj.; with a special 
command to the lord treasurer and chance. of 
the exchequer, to make out such writs and 
process tur the said Jeots as should be requir- 
ed; and, with a covcuant on the king’s part, 
that if, by reason ef incumbrances, they could 
hut receive the same in couveaient time, thea 
it should be paid unto them out or the exche- 
quer.—The-e lands of the sult sir Roger were 
so incumbered by toner charges, that the said 
otlicers and cred:tors of the Ordnance could not 
raise, by the said extent thereof, near so much 
us the bare interest of the said 99621. 49. 10'd, 
parcel thereof; and therclore did uot conceive 
how it could give satisfaction unto them tor the 
said 996g!. due debt, lung forborne; but that 
they must ef necessity have rccourse to his maj. 
again for their better satisfaction, according to 
his Inaj.’s covenant contained in the said lease, 
nade uute them in that hebalt; aud yct there 
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was nothing allowed to relieve the poor dis- 
tressed lady of the said sir Ruger Dallison and 
her son: whereupon the now lord treasurer, 
in July, 1621, being then but one of his maj.’s 
commissioners for bis debts, was made uc- 
quainted by the said Francis Morrice, and 
otlrer the said officers and creditors of the Ord- 
nace, of theiriutent aud purpose; and, being 
willing to do his maj. the Lest service he could 
therein, atter divers con!crences, did come to 
an agreement with them fur their interest in 
the said extents, and tu make them payment of 
the said 13,Cozl. fur the saine, as follows, viz. 
10621. Lefure the last day of Nov. following 
1621, and the rest by 5001. every 6 months, at 
and atter the Annunciation, 1623: after which 
agreement made for the extents, he not per- 
ceiving how he could make any use thereof, 
unless he compounded also with such as had 
the inheritance and other estates in the said 
Dallison’s lands, did deal with soine of them 
fur the same; and then came to a second 
ayreement with the said Francis Morrice, and 
the rest of the othcers and creditors of the 
Ordnance, to convey to them an estate, which 
he then had for 9 or 10 years to come, in the 
Petty karins of Currants and Wines, of the 
yearly value of 14001. (and worth 70001. and 
more, tu be sold) which he did grant, and they 
did accept in full satisfaction of the said 
13,062]. 4s. 10!d. and fur their interests in the 
suid extents accordingly.—Not long afterwards, 
the lord treasurer, being desirous to tree him- 
sclf of any further trouble or care, by reason 
vf many other the incumbrances which were 
upon the said lands, did, in or about Novy. 
1621, avree with sir Arthur Ingram, to deliver 
the said lands, with other lands then of lum 
the said lord treasurer in the county of York, 
unto the said sir Arthur, in exchange for other 
lands of his, and to give unto hun 9Q00I. in 
money, for the compounding and freeing the 
suid estate and incumbrances, which were upon 
the said lunds, late Dallison’s, and of a lease 
he had of one Anthony Meers, of other lands, 
intermixt with the said Dallison’s Jands, 
esteemed of the yearly value of 4001. per ann.; 
of which S000). the said lord treasurer, after- 
wards, in Feb. and March 1621, by the con- 
sent of the said sir Arthur, did pay unto sir T. 
Mounson, for his interest in Dallison’s lands, 
the sum of 3000l. besides the freeing of his the 
said sir Tho. Mounson’s own lands of the said 
other extent, fur the said $100]. and all the 
residue of the said 90001. he the said lord 
treasurer hath paid and satisfied, as it hath 
been required by the said sir A. Ingram ac- 
cordingly ; which said several sums of 7OOOl. 
and 90091. amounting together to 16,000]. are 
more thao the said lease and lands are worth, 
atand from the time of the said agreement 
for the exchange so made between the said lord 
treasurer and the said sir Arthur: and there- 
upon the lady. Da'lison, and sir Tho. Dallison, 
her son, upon a composition made with them 
by the said siv Arthur, did, in Feb. 1621, make 
ao assignwwent of. the suid leasc,. to certain 


persons named by the said sir Arthur in trust 
for his use ; and, since the said agreement and 
that time, the lord treasurer had no more to do 
therein than as the duty of the place requires, 
and (as he hath been advised by his maj.’s 
learned council) convenient and fit to be done 
on his maj.’s behalf: and therefore, as touch- 
ing the rest of the said last Charge, That the 
lord treasurer having agreed with sir Tho. Dal- 
lison, and the officers of the Urdnance, he, to 
gain, indirectly, and by oppressive means, an 
estate which sir Roger Dalltson had passed to 
sir R. Smith and si John Davey, did set on 
foot an outlawry of sir Roger Dallison’s, and 
thereby disposscsed sir Richard Smith and sir 
John Davy, who bad been in possession, by 
a trial at law, using the power of his place, 
and countenance of the king’s service, to wrest 
them out of a lease and estate of great value, 
the lord treasurer saith, The same is wholly: 
mistaken; and that the truth is, That the said 
sir Rd. Smith, having a conveyance of all the free- 
hold lands which were the said sir Rd. Dallison’s, 
in Scotten, as a mortgage tor payment of 13001, 
and the said sir John Davy having an assigo- 
ment of the said Jease, as a mortgage for the 
payment of GOO]. by year, for 10 years, pe 
a very hard contract for money, he the said sir 
Rd. Sinith, long before the said treasurer had 
any thing to do with the said lands or lease, 
was dispossesed of freehold lands, by virtue of 
the said extent, for the king; and, after such 
time as the said lord Treasurer had so bargain’d 
and agreed with the said sir A. Ingram, and 
had left the said whole business to him as 
aforesaid, it was found that the said sir Roger 
Dallison stood outlawed, after judgment, at 
divers several men’s suits, whereby the same 
lease and interest was in his maj. -by means 
whereof some difference grew between the said. 
sir Rd. Sinith, sir John Davy, and the said sir 
A. Ingram, which the said treasurer used the 
best means he could to reconcile; and, to that 
end, endeavoured to have the same arbitrated 
and ended by sir Tho. Savage and sir Nich, 
Fortescue: but their travel therein taking no 
effect, after some suits in the prerogative 
court, the exchequer, and common pleas, be- 
tween sir Rd. Smith, sir John Davy, and sir 
A. Ingram, in conclusion (by and with the con- 
sent of all parties) the said ditferences were 
heard and ended by sir Hen. Hobart, lord chief 
Justice of the common pleas, and by the rest 
of the justices of the same court; by whose 
mediation and order, there is to be paid to the 
said sir Rd. Smith and sir John Davy, in satis- 
faction of their estates and interest in the said 
lands and lease, over and besides other great 
sums of money by them formerly received, the 
sum of 3000]. And touching the Charge of 
the Contract, about paving the 80001. old ar- 
rears, the lord treasurer saith, That all the 
80001. was not old arrears, as is pretended, for 
that 3800]. thereof was then newly due by 
quarter-books, for certain quarters ending at 
Midsunmer, the next before the said year 
1621. And also saith, ‘That his promise there- 
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in was made before he became ford trea- 
surer; and that promise was but to do lis en- 
deavour to get the 80001. paid; the saine be- 
Ing a just and duc debt owing to about 160 
po fainilies, whose pressing necessities would 

ave forced him, after he came to the place of 
treasurer, to have given them saustaction, if he 
had made no such uncertain prouise before ; 
and the said debt was paid at 13 severn! times, 
by several portions, as money could be best 
apared, between March 1621, and May 1623; 
and the king was so far from being prejudiced 
by the lord treasurer’s dealing in this bargain, 
that his maj. was thereby eased from the re- 
paying of the said 13,0621. 4s. 101d. according 
to the said covenant: and, to make it appear 
that no oppression or power was used in this 
purchase, for any private benefit, or otherwise, 
nor that the same was paid for by making of 
baronets, and suits to the king, as ts pretended, 
the said treasurer will undertake, and frecly 
offereth, that the lands shall be conveved again 
to whom this hon. house shall appoimt, upon 
pean of the said 90001. and reassuring of 
vis said leases and interests in the said Petty 
Farms, with repayment of the monies rcceived 
upon the same. It being also apparent by his 
declaration, That if any such suits, oppressions, 
or other hard measure, had been offered touch- 
ing the said lands or lease, as is alledged in 
the said Charge, the same were no way done 
by the lord treasurer, or by his privity or direc- 
tion, or whilst the said lands remained in his 
hands, which was not for above 5 months; so 
as the same can in no manner concern the 
lord treasurer, neither doth he know of any 
thing done therein by any other, but what hath 
been just aud lawful.—And as to the Baronets, 
the same nothing at all concerneth this matter ; 
but was.a grace of his maj. (upon the suit of a 
nobleman, who was assisted by the lord trea- 
surer) which he was pleased to confer upon 
sir Tho. Mounson, in regard of the loss of his 
ofice of Hawkes; and the same taking no 
effect, his maj. upon the said sir Tho, Moun- 
son’s late Petition, was pleased, in lieu of the 
Baronets formerly intended him, to gcrant 
another suit for the compounding with certain 
of the copyholders in Wakefield, for the value 
of 501, by the year; whereof as yet he hath 
received no fruit at all.’ 


“© The humble Answer of the said Lord 
Treasurer to the Addition of lis Charge 
received from the most honourable court 
of the higher House of Parliament, on 
Thursday the 29th of April, 1624.” 


‘©To that part which concerns him, as he 
was master of the Great Wardrobe, the said 
treasurer saith, ‘That he held that office for 
the 3 years mentioned in the Charge, and that, 
‘within that time, he did receive the ordinary 
assignment of 20,0001. per ann. or thereabouts ; 
wherein, he conceives, ke did no ill service to 
the king when he did reduce the vast charge of 
that otlice to 20,0001. per aun. and, by 3 years 
experience, to shew his ing. the means bow 

Vo..1. . 


that 20,000]. night be again reduced to 12,000 
which, he conceives, is no argument that he 
hath brought that place to any disorder or con- 
fusion, as, ina generality, is objected.—[t 1s 
true that he made uo account, tur his ume, 
neither for the Wardrobe, nor tor the queen's 
Funcral; neither was there any cause why he 
should so do, for that, by his maj.’s contract with 
him for the Wardrobe, he was to discharge the 
ordinary charges thereof for 20,0001, at bis own 
hazard; and, for the said Funeral, hasing 
warrant, by privy scals, to receive 20,000I.. 
he received but the sum of 13,500]. and yet 
saved some part thereof, besides what he yearly 
saved upon the ordinary allowance of the 
Wardrobe: with all which savings he, from 
time to time, truly and particularly acquainted 
his maj. not being willing to gain so much by 
the same as he found he did, without his maj.’s 
privity and gracious allowance; who, being 
rightly and truly informed of all the particulars, 
did, upon the said lord treasurer’s voluntary 
surrendering of that benelicial Contract for 
the Wardrobe, for advancement of his mayj.’s 
service, having therein an estate for hislite, grant 
him a general release and pardon, by indenture 
under the great seal of England, for all matters 
concerning the said Office of the Wardrobe 
and Funeral aforesaid.” —He further saith, “That 
in the time of his being in that office, he paid 
divers extraordinary sums, which were not 
within his bargain, upon several warrants and 
privy seals; as, 30001. to the earl of Carlisle, 
about 20001. for new-furnishing Ely house for 
the Spanish Ambassador, above 10001. for a 
new rich barge-cloth, and other extraordinary 
disbursements of about 10001. more; for all 
which, amounting to TU0OI. or thereabouts, he 
never yet received, or demanded, any allow- 
ance; and, if any man hath any thing owing to 
him, in the time that the said lord treasur- 
er was oflicer, (as he is well assured there is 
none, except some small remains upon the foot 
of some private reckonings) the same are no 
way chargeable upon the king; ‘the said lord 
treasurer being their proper debtor, and bound 
by that indenture, to discharge the saine, which 
he hath been ever ready, upon their demand, 
to do accordingly; it being acknowledged by 
the creditors of the wardrobe, that they have 
been better paid and used in his tine, than 
either before or since. And, concerning the 
Charge of his not duly serving the lord cbam- 
berlain’s Warrants for Supplics, it may well 
be that some few parcels, in some warrants, 
which could not then be suddenly provided, 
were, upon that occasion, or by some inult or 
negligence of his servants tru-ted in that busi- 
ness, left unserved: but that neither hath 
been, is, or shall be, any loss to the king; for 
he acknowledgeth it to he just and fit, that he 
should provide and furnish the same at his 
own charges: tho’ the neglect of that Intle is 
no great matter, considering he bas disbursed 
80 much for his maj. in extraordinaries, as 
aforesaid, for which he never yet had any 
allowance.—Te that explanation of the former 
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Charge, concerning his net repaying the mer- 
chants the Imposts due unto them, upon the 
exportation of Sugars furmerly imported, ac- 
cording to his maj.’s letters patent, of the 5th 
Sept. 1610, the lord treasurer saith, That the 
usage in that particular is such now, as hath 


_ been ever since the Impost was first laid, with- 


out any alteration by him, or any for him, in 
his time: neither did any merchant bring his 
certificate, and make his demand for that 
allowance, according to the form prescribed 
by these Ictters patent, as the lord treasurer is 
informed by those that farm the imposts of 
him; and therefore there could be no denial 
when there was no demand made. And, be- 
sidcs, this is so far from being a matter of benetit 
to the lord treasurer, that the farmers of the 
impost under him, (who should have that pro- 
fit, if there be any) have been, and are willing 
to give the merchants content in their desire, 
jf they will petition his maj. and sue out a 
privy scal to warrant it; without which, it bath 
ever been understood, it could not be done in 
respect to the king’s interest therein, and in 
regard it never hath been allowed herctofore.— 
All which the said lord treasurer doth aver to 
be true in all points, ard shall be ready to justify 
aud maintain the same, m such imanner as this 
hon. court shall award.—Murppr gsex.” 

After these atiairs were all read, the Lords 
received a Messave from the Commons, im- 
porting, “That they desired a cunference with 
their lordslips, on the subject of two bills, 
then before them; and, at the same time, they 

resented a Petition to the house from divers 
Jerchants, whole names are thereunto sub- 
scribed. containing a Complaint against the 


‘Lord Treasurer, for an Imposition on Hops; 


which complaint they humbly referred unto 
their lordships, and ssaipaed the same with 
the Imposition Jaid on French Wines, even 
when their merchandize was in the river of 
Thames: and afirmed that this had doubled 
the oppression ou the merchants; for that the 


~archduclicss, out of whuse country the Hops 


- 


caine, did thereujon lay new, impositions upon 
the manufactures of this land, Lastly, The 
Commons conceive, that this new Imposition 
on Hops was laid, without any other warrant 
than the lord treasurer's letter.” 

This Petition from the Merchants was or- 
dered to be read, and was as follows : 


* The humble Petition of sundry Merehants 
whose Names are here under subscribed. 


“ Most humble shew, That whereas, in the 
reign of the late queen Eliz. continually, and 
until the 2nd year of the king’s maj.’s reign 
that now is, Hops were rated for the Custom 
thereot at 12d per every cwt. Afterwards, 
in the tine when the earl of Szlisbury was 
Jord treasurer, there was imposed on Hops 6d. 
upon every cwt. which was dune by consent of 
the merchants; which said custom and impost 
hath continued so until Oct. 1622. At the time, 
when your petitioners, and others had brought 
anto this kingdom, and into the river Thaues, 


great quantities of Hops, the now lord trea- 
surer wrote his Letter to the Custom House. 
That no Entries of any Hops should be taken 
till farther order from hin: so that your Peti- 
tioners Hops, lay long in ships and lighters, to 
their great charges, and damage of the said 
hops; which was done without your petitioners 
kngwicdge, they nothing mistrusting any such 
composition; so that before your petitioners 
could be suffered to take up their goods, they 
were furced to pay 10s. for every cwt. of Hops, 
over and above the duty and impost afore- 
said.—That divers strangers of Flanders, and 
others, have received up their goods upon bonds 
by reason of the archduchess’s ambassadors ; 
but divers of them have not yet paid their mo- 
nies, nor entered to pay, as they themselves 
have given forth in speeches; notwithstanding 
the petitioners, most of them, were forced to . 
pay in their monies, without any favour, to 
their great and intolerable loss and hindrance ; 
and others have entered into bonds for the 
same, which are yet in force.—That, by reason 
of the said impost, so exacted from the petitie 
oners, and others, as aforesaid, there was a great 
Impost laid on in Flanders, in the archduchess’s 
country, from whence the said IHlops came, 


upon Fustians and other of our native com- 
modities; which have been to the great loss 
of the petitioners, and to the great hurt and 


prejudice of the commonwealth in general, 
and of no benefit to his naj. for the present ; for 
that, since this great mmposition, there hath not 
come hither the 20th part of those commodities 
as tormerly.—The Petitioners humbly intreat 
the hon. assembly to take consideration of the 
premises, and to be a means unto his maj. that 
the said Petitioners may be repaid the said 
money so exacted; and that the imposts upon 
the Hops as aforesaid, which are still continued, 
may be reduced unto the former rate of 18d. 
upon every hundred weight of the said Hops; 
whereby your Petitioners may be the better 
enabled to continue their trade, which other- 
wise they must of necessity desert. And fur- 
ther, that their bonds, formerly entered into, 
may be re-delivered unto them to be can- 
celled.” 

May 5. The house waited upon his maj. at 
the Banquetting House at Whitehall, and on 
the 7th, the Lord Kceper made a report to the 
Lords of his maj.’s speech to them: but be- 
cause the said speech, he Said, was inimitable, 
his Idp. desired: that be might read the same, 
which he did in these words: 


“ His Majesty’s Specch at Whitehall, to the 
upper House of Parliament, May 5, 1624, 
concerving the Lord Treasurer. 


“© My Lords! Of mercy and of judgment 
both, niy lords, my speech shall be unto you. 
There is a great officer of mine shortly to come 
before you, accused of divers misdemcanors. 
I am the judge in whose room you are to ex- 
ercise judgment; for as I am under God in this 
throne, so vou are under me: thercfore I have 
been desiruus that I might open myself uato 
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you anent this matter and occasion; and, as T 
ve once sard in a pari. before to you, so will 
I promise to shew you, as in a chrystal, my 
heart out of my mouth, in such sort as no talse 
heart or tongue shall be able to blemizh what 
I shall: represent unto you.—It is my judgment, 
text under God, which you are to exercise at 
this time ; and therefore, as a judge instructs 
the jury before the prisoner departs from the 
bar, so it becomes me to tell you how to carry 
ita in this great business ; and the cause 
ereof is this, because I am bound in conscience 

to be careful of your carriage herein; for, if 
your judgments should fall contrary to my ap- 
probation, I protest to God it would be a great 
Inisery to me, and a greater grief unto your 
hearts.—Before the last parl, I never saw any 
precedent of this nature: in the last, against 
another great officer of mine (lord Bacon) there 
heeded no admonition from me, because ye 
had ‘ reum confitentem;’ in this the party 
stands upon his justification ; and therefore ye 
have more necd to take and examinc it well, 
Fhere ts no doubt at all of your doing justice; 
you are most of you nobly born, the rest are 
noble by their | pai ; you are the most ho- 
hourable jury of England ; nor do I intend fur- 
ther to instruct you, than to give your eyes, 
Many eyes see more than one, some light into 
this matter. No king is the worse for the ad- 
vice of his council, nor shall you be for re- 
pia my advice and instruction.—In all mat- 
ters of trial where are denials, two things are 
Specially to be considered, the verity of the 
fact and greatness of the guilt. For the 1st, 
you cannot be too diligent in the search of the 
Verity of the fact; for ‘ satius est reum dimit- 
tere quam innocentum damnare.’ For the 2nd, 
You are to consider duly the quality of the of- 
fence ; for, if your punishment be far inferior 
to the crime, it 1s an invitation to commit new 
offences. And, if it be over and above the 
offence, it is plain injustice and tyranny : therc- 
fore your punishment must be éver bounded in 
measure and moderation, according to the qua- 
lity of the offence. You will do, Iam sure, 
what a jury doth, for you have taken a greater 
bath than they; you have sworn, upon your 
honour, to me; by your conscience, towards 
God.—And here I shall give a touch of two 
things; ist, I shall speak of the Person of the 
Man, and then of my Opinion of the Course 
which you are to hold in your judicature at this 
time.—For the Person of the Man; the first 
uaintance that I had with him was bv the 
ford of Northampton (who is with God) who 
often brought him unto me a private inan, be- 
fore he was so much as my servant. He then 
Made so many projects for my profit, that 
Buckingham fell in liking with him, after the 
earl of Northampton’s death, and brought him 
into my service. For I profess it here openly, 
and I am glad he is not by to hear me, That, 
besides Inm, I never saw young courtier that 
was so careful for the king’s profit, without any 
respect, as Buckingham was. He found this 


man sa studious for my profits, that he backed 
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him against great personages and mean, with- 
out sparing any man. Buckingham laid the 
ground and bare the envy; he took the labo. 
rious and ministerial part upon him, and thus 
he came up to his preferment.—I was deceived 
if he was not a good officer; he was an iustru- 
ment, under Buckingham, for reformation of 
the Household, the Navy, and the Exchequer ; 
Buckingham setting him on, and taking upon 
himself the envy of all the officers. And he 
himself protested many a time to me, That he 
had not been able to do me any service, in the 
ministerial part, if Buckingham had not backed 
him jn it. Hereupon I thought him the fittest 
man for this place; he had seen before the 
Abuses in the Exchequer, in the Navy, and in 
a thousand other particulars.—I must therefore 
put you in mind of one thing, and justice 
forceth me so to do: he cannot but have a 
many enemies; all Trensurers, if they do good 
service to their masters, must be generally 
hated, as M. Rosney was in France. And a 
Treasurer cannot oblige me more, than when I 
find suitors beg from me, and pray me not to 
send my reference to the Treasurer, hecause 
he gives them no good Answer. Two kinds ot 
people are continually hated in court, Trea~ 
surers and Ushers; because this latter must of 
necessity put disgraces upon men, and the 
treasurers must keep the king from importunit 
of many suitors. I pray judge not by the af- 
fections of the people, nor by the hatred of the 
people ; you must avoid both these; and there- 
tore judges of old were painted blind—The 
2nd thing I recommend to your consideration 
is, That you look upon a sdund trial, so that 
the Offence be clear; and, in the next place, 
when you find a cause of punishment, let it be 
within and not without the limits of his desert. 
—Now I shall recommend to you some Ge- 
nerals; not for his respect or particular, but 
my own, my son’s and posterity’s, and your 
own, my lords, whose part God knows when it 
may fall unto. Let no man’s particular ends 
bring forth a precedent, that may be prejudi- 
cial to you all and your heirs after you; pre- 
cedents there are none of many years, betore 
this and the Inst sessions. The informers are 
the Lower House, and the Upper House ure 
the judges. Ifthe accusation come in by the 
arty wronged, then yoa have a fair entrance 
for justice; if by men that search and bunt 
after other men’s lives, beware of it, it is dan- 
gerous; it may be your own case another time. 
No man can stand upright before God and 
man, if every act of his should be enquired 
after and bunted out by every man, though it 
concerns him not.—The main ground in an In- 
formation is this, The party complaining should 
sav, This wrong he hath done me; if he hath 
corrupted judicature in judgment, or taken a 
Bribe to the burt of the innocent; if, in Extor- 
tion, he hath wrested, by violence, from the 
party; here is a just cround for an accusation, 
But for every busy fellow to turn inquusitor 1s. 
a thing insufferable ; how far it falls thus, in. 
this particular, J know not, Bribery, as I 
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would define it, is where a judge receives a 
reward against the innocent ; Extortion is done, 
When money is wrong from the subject by the 
greatness of a man's power, and by the denial 
of justice; Misdemeanor is, when aman abu- 
seth his place, and oppresseth the poor sub- 
jects. I have discussed this point, and [do not 
doubt but, when he comes beivre you, you will 
hear him with temper and pauience.—Now, my 
Jords, I speak for justice; if this party have 
done so, attcr such an example shewed the last 
session, his fault is double; for he came in 
upon a ieformation, and he discovered the cor- 
ruptions of others. This I would say to you, if 
J was tu die this hour: crrors by mistaking, 
God torbid that you should be rigorons in cen- 
suring them; but errors that are wilful, spare 
them not.—Some curious men may say, perad- 
venture, he might, in some points, have done 
better; but this is mot criminal in him: but if, 
by deccit and cozenage, by helping himself, he 
hath hindered my estate, he 1s worse than a 
devil. Treasurers cannot be barred from sue- 
jng, and the king’s liberality no man can con- 
troul. If he hath Lelped himself, with the 
king's loss, I spcak not for him.—Lastly, there 
ace divers things laid to his charge, which were 
done with my knowledve and approbation; let 
him bear no charge for that, for that is mine, 
and Limust Lear it. For if you question hin 
for apy sich thing, you punish ime; if any 
thing touches upon him in that kind, either 
meddie pot with it, ur stay and know the verity 
trom ine. J love my servants, God is my wit- 
ness, but itis only for virtue’s sake; and he is 
an unhappy master that doth not love a faith- 
ful servant. But, if there appear im any of 
thein talshood aud treachery, and deceit under 
trust, ny love is gone. Lf, of an angel, he be- 
come a devil, lL will never excuse lum: I will 
never muntun any man in a bad cause: ¢ Et 
sic finitur fabulal” 

The Report of the King’s Speech being made, 
the lurd kecper observed further, ‘¢ That his 
may. eud, he did not deliver this spcech oat 
of any suspicion of their lordships, but only in 
discharge of his duty and conscience.” Which 
the house ordered to be entcred.—The Lord 
‘Treasurer being to appear this day at the bar, 
it was first agreed, That wher his ldp. came he 
shoul:i kneel. And bemg brougit to the bar, 
by the gentleman usher, not having his staff in 
Jus hand uslord treasurer, he kuceled until the 
lord keeper willed him to stand up. 


The Attorney General opens the Charge 
acainst the Lord ‘lreasurer as Master of 
the Wardrobe. | 


Then mr. Serjeant Crewe came tothe clerk’s 
table, and opened the Charge against him to 
this ¢ffect : 

“<The Commons of England, being the ge- 
neral in¢nisitors of the seres aud grievances of 
the kingdom, have presented their Comp!unt 
asunst this creat lord and oflicer; whereof, 
and of other misdcemeanurs, their lordships have 
belure tukcn cognizance, That he is to charge 


him, the Lord Treasurer, with Violation and 
Breach of ‘Trust, in defrauding the king who 
trusted him; and with Bribery and sd Ha 
sion.—That he would begin with his lord- 

ship’s misdemeanors in the office of the Ward- 

robe; and shew, That, heretofore, that office 

being very expensive to his naj. by reason of 
the charge and provision of his maj. for the 

queen, for prince Henry, the quecn ot Bohemia, 

and the prince’s highness that now 1s, he, the 

said lord treasurer, informed his maj. of the 

greatness of his charge, and that he would save 

his maj. a great part thereof; whereupon he 
procured the office to himself; but he stood 
charged with nothing, save the ordinary provi- 
sion for his maj.—He is made Master of the 
Wardrobe, Sept. 14, 16 Jac. And, Dec. 26, 
18 Jac. the king reciting, “ Whereas we had 
certain notice that sir Lionel Crantcld, in the 
execution of the said office, hath so directly and 
caretully performed the said trust, in that be- 
half committed to him, as that, by the smal 
time of his service there, great sums of mone 

have been, and arc likely, yearly, to be abated, 
in comparison of former expeuces therein for 
some ycars past: and also that, by the conti- 
nuance of his care and good endcavours in the 
said service, our former great’ yearly expence 
of the Wardrobe hath been reduced within the 
sum of 20,0001. and yet with the maintenance 
of the former state thercof: and that of 20,G00L 
assizned for the quecn’s Funeral, he had re- 
ceived 15,5001. and no more ; and that the said 
sir Lioncl by his discreet and carcful pertorm- 
ance of that trust, hath, with the said 15,5001. 
discharged the said Tuucral honourably, and in 
such sort as was requisite, and hath brought 
the said charge within the sum of 15,5001. and 
yet there were black cloths and stuffs to the 
value of 20001. or thereabouts, and some part 
also of the said tnoney saved ;” the king, there- 
upon, grants him all that he had saved of 
20,000). for the year ended at Michaelmas, 
1619, and for another year ended: at Michael- 
mas, 1620, the ordinary charges deducted ; for 
which sums he agrees tu discharge the ordinary 
charge of the Wardrobe; and the king grants 
the black cloths, stuffs, and mouies unto the 
said sir Lionel, remaining of the said 15,5001. 
for the Funeral, for bis disburscments for the 
ordinary of the Wardrobe, tor which he was 
to account; but not for the surplusage which 
he saved of the 20,0001.—-Dec. 27, 18 Jac. the 
king makes the same Recital, ‘ ut supra ;” and, 
having given the surplusage for 2 years before, 


: doth now continue it lor lite, yearly at Michael- 


mas, upon his account, for the Wardrobe, the 
neccessary disbursemcuts deducted, and gives 
him the surplusage without further account.— 
Jan. 11, 19 Jac. the lord treasurer surrenders 
his Patent. Note, He gat, in these last 3 years, 
80001. per ana, and had 6000). given him at 
his farewcll. In toto, 30,0001.—Jan. 18, 19 Jac. 
the king pardons him all sums of money re- 
ceived by him for the Funcral or Wardrobe ; 
and he covenants to discharge the king of such 


debts as were due by bim for the Wardrobe, 
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By this it appears how the king trusts the lord 
treasurer, being master of the Wardrobe, and 
what expectation the king had of his éxtraor- 
dinary service; that the expences should be 
much abated and dnninished, and vet the state 
ofthe Wardrobe maintained by competent and 
suthcient supplies, and that what the supplics 
were, should appear upon account; and there- 
upon the account was dirceted by the patcut. 
—aAnd now sce, my lords, how the Wardrobe 
Is brought into cuntusion, and how far it is 
from the old state thereof; which, by the pa- 
tent of my lord, should have been maimtamed. 
And, in this, will appear unto your lordships 
plainly, Breach of Trust and Fraud.—Tie 
warrauts to be served fur the Wardrobe, came 
from my lord chamberlain, trom the master of 
the household, and frum the groom of the 
stole, ‘he warrants and emptions thereupon 
were usvally, heretutore, entered in the clerk 
of the Wardrobe’s books, that the provisions 
and particulars supplied might appear ; but, in 
my lord treasurer’s time, no warrants are 
brought in or cutered; no emptions entered, 
Nor book of expences kept by the clerk, as it 
ought to be.—TLhe clerk should have surveyed 
the parccis; but could not, through my Jord’s 
default ; ucither is there any Account made 
as ought to have been; and all this is contrary 
to the patent, to the prejudice of the king, 
and of the officers and workmen in the Ward- 
robe. And, to the end his proceedings m that 
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was past; but that hereattcr, the prices should 
be reasonable, and the hiag’s money should 
be ready, and they duly paid. ‘That there 
were many fees to be quarterly paid in the 
Wardrobe; all which were duly paid. As tor 
Canning and Pulrord, he gave ticun 2s, in the 
pound more than auother would have sold tor: 
he bought little of those of the Wardrobe, but 
chiefly inven of the merchants: and had a good 
merchants shop in the Wardrobe, and boughe 
of the best.—Tuat Pulford complains not of a 
hard price, but tuut he had not the ancient 
price.—as touching the not serving of divers 
Warrants, Liat bis business being many, he re- 
ferred those to Ins servant Colebeck ; That 
not above the valne of 7 or 8UO0L. remained un- 
served; whereas he hath laid oui 6 or 7000), 
upon the Extraurdinaries of that othce; as, for 
furmshing Ely house for the Spanish ambas- 
sador, a rich barge cloth for the king, and 
miny other things ; and that he gave the earl 
of Carlisle, his predecessor in that othce, 3000], 
— As touching the basene:s of the Scuf scrved 
in, he desired they might be compared with 
those formerly served in; and athrmed they 
were much better.—And whereas some com- 
plain they were slighted, when they were suit- 
ors for the warrants tu be served, his Idp. de- 
sired thev might be examined, whether they 
were slighted by him or no, — As tonehing the 
Account, his ldp. answered, ‘That, by the pas 
tent, which was reed, he was to account; but 


. 


orice might net be discovered, this ensued fur- | that he had another patent, iF he be nut de- 
ther upon it, that the warrants were served | ceived, without account ; which his ldp. deli. 


short, and many not served at all; those that 
were served, were base and ill, stuffed with great 
delay and long suit; and yet the suitors for 
the same were slighted by my lord and his oth- 
cers.—And although my lord had his moncy 
impressed to him, yet be made slack and slow 
payments, with great abatements of the prices 
ormeriv allowed. And, at my lord’s depart- 
ing trom the otiice, in Jan. 19 Jac. he ects a 
pardon for all he lath received, without any 
Account, and obtumed a lease of the Sugars, for 
a@ recompcnce of his surrender of that othce.” 
Mr. Serjeant Crew having thus tar opened 
the Charge; the clerk by his direction, read 
the Depositions of Witnesses taken to prove 
the same: which depositious will be found at 
length in the Lords’ Journals vol. 3, p. 3.45, after 
which the lord keeper moved, That the lord 
treasurer might answer his particular Charge 
touching the Wardrobe. His Idp. thereupon 
demanded Ink and Paper, and had it. 


The Lord Treasurer’s Answer as to the 
Wardrobe. 


Then the lord treasurer answered, “ That 
his maj. u-cd his service in many particulars 
touching kis estate 3 as, inthe Navy, the Louse- 
hold, and Wardrobe. That he found the ex- 
pences of the Wardrobe of a vast sum ; ‘every 
one made what bills they wonld, and did set 
what prices they would, Wheu he was master 
of that office, he sent for the artificers, and, 
told them, Tha: be would not lovk upon whar 


4 


vered: and the clerk read the sine; and also 
his maj.’s explanation upon the lease of Sugars, 
granted to the lord treasurer, upon his sure 
render of the Wardrobe.” 

Then mr. Scrjcant Crew observed to the 
Lords, out of both those, “ That his Idp. was 
to account tor the ordinary disbursements of 
the Wardrobe.”—The Lord Treasurcr answer. 
ed, * That he conceived he was not ta ac- 
count: That he tirst reduced that ofhce from 
the vast charee he told the king et; and where- 
as be was allowed 20,0001, per ann. for the 
same, he told the duke of Buckingham, 2 vears 
since, that he got too much therchy 3 and that it 
mivhlt be defrayed for 12,000]. per ann.; and 
that he, having reduced that office trom 30, 
nay 40,0001, per aun. unto 12,0001. is a good 
account.—ITereupon divers lords presently af- 
firmed, That the duke ot BDuckinebam had ac- 
knowledyed, that the lord treasurer, when he 
was to surrender the wardrobe to the carl of 
Denbigh, did acquaint his grace with the great. 
ness of gains in that office ; but, to the end he 
might have a great recompence, first he pumed 
40001. per ann. and afterwards 5000). and that 
this drew on the lease of Suzars to his lord- 
ship. Then mr. Serjeant Crew cbsurved, That 
the Charve against the lord treasurer is upon 
proof; his lordship’s Answer upon averment ; 
which he humbly referred to their lordship’s 
consideration, And thus ended the Charye 
touching the Wardrobe,” And then the-land 
treasurer was withdrawn, 

rare 
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“The Lord Keeper removed to the earls 
bench, to satisfy the house toychiny the lord 
‘treasurer’s speech,” That the duke of Bucking- 
ham knew of his gains in the Wardrobe; and 
told their lordships, That he well remembers, 
that when the duke of Buckingham moved his 
maj. to place sir Lionel Cranticld treasurer, 
(wiuch he desired, though afterwards he seein- 
ed unwilling) that then the king required the 
surrender of the Wardrobe to the ae of Den- 
bigh. 
it, he maguified the profits of the place; first 
to the duke, that it was 4000l. per ann. 2ndly 
to the king, that it was worth 6 or 70001. per 
anu.; whereby he got the Lease of Sugars at 
4Qv0l. per ann. less than they are worth; and 
his successor, the earl of Denbigh, had 40001. 


per ann. less than his dp. for disbursements of 


that office of the Wardrobe. ‘Thit the duke 
being moved at this, the lord treasurer then 
told his grace, that his gains in that office had 
been s0001. per annum; nay, more than ‘he 
could well tell; and, till then, his grace knew 


not of the great gains of that oshce; and if 


his erace, who bath been ever caretul for the 
king's profit, had known of it sooner, the lord 
treasurer had not held that place so long; for 
his grace is ¢ amicus usque ad aras.—Then it 
was ordered, That the lord treasurer be warned 
to be here again, at 2 in the afternoon at the 
bar.” 

May 7, p.m. The lord treasurer being 
brought to the bar, as before, kneeled not un- 
til he was remembered thereof by the lord keep- 
er; then he kneeled, and the lord keener willed 
him presently to stand up. The king’s attorney 
being commanded to.open the second Charge 
against the lord treasurer, bis ldp. said, He 
was unprovided in the morning for the Ward- 
robe; and besought their lordships to take into 
their consideration, that he is denied counsel 
to speak for him, being charged with great 
matters, for it may be their own case; and he 
hath precedents, as he is informed, that he 
might have counsel allowed him: that, how- 
ever, he would speak out of his own strength; 
but desired their lordships, that, if he forget any 
' thing, no advantage be taken against hin,” unto 
which their lordships agreed.—The lord trea- 
surer made two other requests; the one 
“for that his witnesses have not fully answered 
tonching the Wardyobe, that he might have a 
re-examination upon the same interrogatories,” 
This the house denicd, as not usual to be 
granted in other courts, after publication, for 
that it might produce perjury. His lordship’s 
other request was, “ That he mght produce 
his proofs, or records, that the workmen of the 
Wardrobe were paid :” which was also denied ; 
for that the non-payment of the workmen is 
but an accident to his Charge, 


The Attorney General proceeds on the 
Charge of Bribery. 


_ Then mr. Attorney was willed to proceed: 
and he proceeded im this manuer, viz.—* The 


second Change wherewith the. Lord Jreasuter 


That when the lord treasurcr beard of 


is charged, is for 8 several Corruptions; two 
of thei disguised ander the shadow and pre- 
text ofa bargain ; and the third of a new-year’s 
gift. Concerning the two former: it cannot 
be denied, That, Feb. 6, 17 Jac. his maj. did 


lease unto sir Nich. Salter, and others, the 


customs and mposts of French and Rhenish 
Wines, from Michaelmas, 1622, for 93 years; 
and did covenant with the lessees not to lett 
any new imposition upon the wines, durmg the 
continuance of that lease, without the assent 
of the lessees. And, Jan. 19 Jac. the kin 

made a lease unto sir John Wolstenhotme, an 

others, for divers years, of the great customs ; 
in which lease there was a covenant, on the 
part of the farmers, that they should put in se- 
curity for the payment of their rents; and, for 
performance of this covenant, they were to 
have the allowance and warrant of the lord 
treasurer, without which the king’s remem- 
brancer would not take their bonds. Jan. 14, 
19 Jac. a new impost of Sl. per tun, was set 
upon the Wines; and the same being done 
without the consent of the farmers, and to 
their great dainage, they were to expect recom- 
pence for the same upon their covenant. Upon 
these two occasions, the farmers of the several 
farms were necessarily occasioned to become 
suitors to the lord treasurer; the one for re- 
compence and reparation of their loss, the 
other for allowance of their security, and his 
warrant to accept it.—The farmers of the 
Wines began their suit to the lord treasurer 
about Jan, or Feb, anno 19 Jac. and continued 
it with much instance until Dec. anno 20 Jac. 
10 or 11,months together without success ; 
whercupon they found means to have access to 
the king himself, and represented their gricf 
by an humble Petition; which his maj. an- 
swercd most craciously, and gave strait charge 
to the lord treasurer to give them a speedy dis- 
patch, and conclude with them upon such a 
recompence, as in honour and justice was fit. 
And HERE pON: Dec, 31, 1622, the lord trea- 
sarer did agree with them, that they should be 
allowed 98001. to be defalked in 94 years out 
of their rent, after the rate of 1000l. per ann. 
This being agreed on, they were to have his lord- 
ship’s warrant to the king’s attormey, for draw- 
ing a book according to the agrécinent; which 
warrant was speedily prepared and drawn by 
lis lordshiv’s secretary ; but delayed from Dec. 
$1, an. 20 Jac. until June 24, an. 21 Jac. And 


the farmers of the Great Customs having di- 
vided the farms into 82 parts, eve 


of which 
part was to give his maj. security of 15001. for 
payment of their rent, they presented their se- 
curity to the lord treasurer, who, allowed and 
gave warrant to the king’s remembrancer to 
receive it; but the parties unto whoin five of 
these 32 parts were allotted, falling off and re- 
linquishing their parts, the four patentees of 
the farm resolved to resume those parts to 


‘themselves; and thereupon tendered the lord 


treasurer their own security for those five parts; 
which he agreed to accept, yet protracted them 
till June, an, 21 Jac.—The busitess of both 
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farms thus delayed, and it being conceived that | 
money was expected, the farmers of the Wines | 
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1622, ‘livide the whole farm by indentures, al- 
lotting to cach man his due part, without re- 


resolved to present the lurd treasurer with SOOl. | serving any for the lord treasurer, 4. At 


and they of the Great Farm resolved of the 
hike sum; and mr. Abraham Jacob being a 
ied in either farm, was entrusted severally 

y the farmers of each farm, viz. 5001. a-piece, 

to be presented to the lord treasurer; which 
he paid in one entire sum of 1000I. to mr. 
Catchmay, the lord treasurer’s steward, June 
27, an. 21 Jac. by the lord treasurer’s ap- 
ointment; and thereupon the business of 
Poth farms had a dispatch by the lord trea- 
surer’s means,—But to palliate and disguise 
these two corrupt gifts, the lord treasurer then 
pretended to have 4 parts of the Great Fann 
divided into 32 parts; and, in his Answer 
_ touching these Corruptions, justifieth the taking 
_ of 10001. by way of bargain for those 4 parts 
from the farmers of the Great Customs: this 
Answer being disproved, and it being made 
plain that he had no part in that farm, it must 
needs fullow that the money was taken corrupt- 
ly, for the dispatch of the farmers business and, 
fr manifestation hereof, it stands proved.— 
That upon the treaty of the bargain for the 
Great Farm, the lord treasurer propounded to 
the farmers to have some parts in the farm, not 
for his own benefit, but to dispose of amongst 
his friends ; but this was rather a proposition 
than any settled resolution or conclusion: for 
the farmers doubting, lest, by this pretence, 
some partners might be puton them with whom 
they were unwilling to join, desire the lord 
treasurer, that they might make choicc of their 
own partners, and, if their farms see Pai 
they would be thankful unto his lordship.— 
This thankfulness was afterwards performed 
en their part, for they raised his usual new- 
year’s gift from 1000 marks to 1000l. and, upon 
this request of the merchants, the lord treasurer 
waved his proposition of having the disposal 
of any parts in the farm; which oppeareth not 
only by the plain and express testimony of many 
witnesses, but by these proofs following, viz. 
1. The lease of the Great Farm bears date 
Jan. 1, an.19 Jac. between which time and 
April 29, an. 20 Jac. the farmers divided the 
whole farm into 32 parts, allowivg to each man 
his part, and reduced the same into writing, 
expressing therein the sum of the security 
which every man was to give, without men- 
tioning therein any parts reserved to the lord 
treasurer, or his friends; and this writing, be- 
ing tendered to the lord treasurer, April 29, 
1622, wasby him allowed, and warrant signed 
by him to the king’s remembraneer to take se- 
curity accordingly. 2. When the partners, to 
whom 5: of these parts were allotted, fell off, 
and would not give security, the patentees re- 
solving to take those parts. to themselves, ten- 
dered their own security to the lord treasurer, 
and he ed to accept it; and, though he 
protract 


Christmas, 1622, the first year of the farm 
ended; and this year’s profit was, by account, 
in April 1623, divided among the partners re- 
serving no share to the lord treasurer. 5. But 
the truth is, That all this time the lord trea- 
surer rested quict, and neither did nor would 
challenge any parts; the farm being of that 
small expectation of benelit, as 5 partners gave 
over their parts, rather than they would give 
security; but, about June 1623, the farm being 
grown more hopeful by the return of some 
East India ships, the lord treasurer baving in 
his hands the business of both farms, which he 
had so long delayed, meaning to make thisa 
veil and cover for taking those corrupts gifts, 
then pretended to have rour 32 parts, which 
he had waved so long before. 6. The lord 
treasurer appointing Catchmay, his servant, to 
receive the 10001. of Jacob, which was reccived ‘ 
the 27th June, 1623, furbad him to give any 
acquittance for the moncy, but to leave that to 
himself and Jacob; which, had it been paid 
upon a plain bargain, he never would have dona 
7. This money was. entered into the Accounts 
and Books of the said Farins; for in the Jour 
nal books of the Petty Farins, July $1, 1623, 
there is 500]. entered to be paid and presented 
to the lord treasurer, by the hands of mr. Ja- 
cob, for a graufication of his favour in accome- 
modating an allowance of 1000I. per ani: to 
be abated of their rent for the time to come; 
and the like entry was made in the Icdger of 
the same farm. And, Dec. 20, 1623, upon , 
the general Account of that Farm, this 500). 
Is put.to account, as a gratuity given to the 
lord treasurer, and is horne raicably by all 
the partners of the farm, of which accouns 
many cupies were given out to the pariners ; 
and, tor the other 5001. there is extant a war- 
rant, dated July 29, 1623, subsciibed by sir 
John Wolstenholme and Henry Garrawag, two 
of the farmers of the Great Farm, directed to 
Williams, the cashicr of that farm, to pay te 
mr. Jacob 5001. given by him, by order of the 
farmers, to the Prd treasurer, for a gratuity, 
and to put it to the account of the farm; which, 
was done accordingly: and these Accounts 
stood in this manner till Feb. last, atter the 
parliament was summoned; and then the lord 
treasurer caused Jacob to procure the 50ul, 
that was set upon the Petty Farms, to be al- 
tered irom thence, and to be charged upon'the 
farmers of the Great Farm; and satisfaction to 
be given to the partners of the Petty larms of 
their proportionable parts they were charged 
with for that 5001, upon the aforesaul Account - 
of the 20th Dec. ; and as many as could of the 
dispersed copies of that account to be gotten 
in. He also procures Jacob to write a Icttcr 
to his Idp. and to antedate the same in June 


it long, yet he did not, in that lony | before; by which Jacob did intimate, that the 


time of delay, challenge any parts until about , 10001. was given his Idp. for four 32 parts of 
June, 1623. 3. The farmers resting secure about | the Great Farin; and himsclf made an acquite 


that proposition, did, after the 29th of Ap 


tance to Jacub with the like antedaie, achuowe 
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ledyving that 1000], to be received for those 
four parts; which indirect courses of changing 
the accounts, and antedating the said acquit- 
tance and letter, manitesteth that the former 
proceedings were not sincere, but were to be 
converted and blanched with these devices. 
Touching the said Corruption, shadowed under 
pea of a New-Year's-Gift, it stands proved, 


bat, at Christmas last, 1693, the farmers of 


the Petty Customs presented the lord treasurer 
with a tun of wine, mtending to have added to 
it a pipe of Canary wine, or the best sack ; but 
the lord treasurer mishking the smallness of 
their present, urged them to a further gratuity 
in money, and thereby obtained from them, be- 
sides the wine, 100). in monev.”—The Charge 
bene thus onened by mr, Attorney, the clerk 
read the proofs, which will be found in vol, 3, 
p- 3852, of the Lords’ Journals, 


The Lord Treasurer’s Answer to the Charge of 
Corruption. 
The Lord Treasurer answered, “ That the 
greatest part of these proots swear not that 
they of the Petty Fann gave him the 500l. 
That it is true the great farmers paid it to his 
Idp. and laid it on the Petty Farm, and de- 
ceived them and abused his Idp. therebv. He 
denicd that the petty farmers were suitors to 
his maj. at such tine ag is affirmed ; but they 
complained to his Idp. and he directed them 
to exhibit their bill into the exchequer cham- 
ber, and ordered wr. Attorney to answer it: 
That they liked it not; but, by some powerful 
means, delivered a Petition ta the king (a very 
scandalous peution against his Idp.) which the 
king referred to the chancellor and himself: 
That they demanded an allowance of 10,0001. 
to be presently made, and he allowed them but 
95001. to be paid in 94 years; for which be 
deserved no bribe: that bis warrant to the at- 
torney was delayed for these two causes: 1, For 
that his ldp. propounded to buy im their farm 
forthe king. @& Vor that their warrant was 
not drawnas it ought to be.’—Touching the 
Great Farm, his ldp. said, “ He would make 
itappear, that he had reserved four 32 parts | 
therein for hinself and his trends; and alleged, 
That those farmers have contessed that, their 
farms prospering, he thereupon did demand a 
recompence tor his part.” Here his Idp. read 
the Heads of his Proofs out of a paper, and 
then required that the exammations taken on 
his part might be rend; which were read ac- 
cordingly by the clerk.—See Lords’ Journals, 
v. 3, p. 358. 

Vbhen the lord treasurer made a brief repe- 
tition of bis proofs of bis interest in some 32 
parts of the Great Farm; and took exception 
against the testimony of Jacob, for it vaned in 
time of payment of bis 1000], from the testi- 
monv ot Hvde. And his Idp. athrmed, “That 
the 5001, was misplaced by bin, the said Jacob 
and two more, on the farmers of the petty 
farms; whereas he received the same only tor 
his interest im four &2 parts of the Great 
Farm,” And as touching the anteduied letter, 


and the antedated acquittance, his Idp. said 
“That they were so done, lest Jacob should 
die, and so his testimony be lost.” Unto which 
inr. Atturncy replicd, ‘That it is sufficiently 
proved, that the said lord treasurer, neither 
when he received the 10001. nor long before, 
had any right to the said 32 parts: and there- 
upon he stated the case as before, and re- 
hearsed the 7 reasons by him formerly alledged, 
to prove that the lord treasurer had waved his 
proposition of having the disposing of any part 
in the Great Farm. And, as touching the lord 
treasurer’s exception tothe testimonies of Jacob, 
for that it varied in time from Hyde, mr. Attur« 
ney shewed, that Jacob deposeth, That he paid 
the money to the lord-treasurer on the 27th of 
June, 1628, by direction from the farniers, and 
Hyde swears, That the money was deliv ered to 
Jacob the 81st July, 1623; which was by way 
of allowance back agai, so no contradiction 
between them. 

Then the lord treasurer protested, “ That, as 
he shall answer it at the fearful day of Judg- 
ment, he received that 10001. for no other con- 
sideration than for his share in the four 32 
fog And as touching the third Corruption, 

y way of a New-Year’s-Gift, he said, “ That 
nothing belongs to the lord trcasurer’s place but 
20s. per diem, the sale of the placeswhen they fall, 
and the new-year’s-vifts; and denied, That he 
urged themto anycertain sum.” Allwhich, he 
said, he would humbly leave to their lordships 
honourable consideration; and,withall, requested 
their lordships to forbear his farther attendance 
here till Monday next, because he had spent 
his spirits so far, that his cause might otherwise 
suffer thro’ his weakness.” And so withdrew 
himselfi-—The Lords granted his request, and 
commanded the gentleman usher to signify so 
much to his lordship; and further ordered, that 
he should attend their lordships here again ont 
Monday next, at eight in the morning, at the 
bar. Anordcr was signed by the clerk accord- 
ingly, and sent to the lord treasurer. 

May 8. The Lords received from the Commons 
thismessage § Thatthe Commons do humbly de- 
sire to know, what tune theirlordships wall please 
to appoint for a conference touching the bill 
on Monopolies. They do atso desire a con- 
terence touching some Accusation against the 
lord bishop of Norwich, unto which his Idp. 
has not yet been heard; humbly leaving the 
tine and place to their appointment. And 
they do earnestly recommend to their lordships 
consideration, that general peace-maker of 
England, the bill of Concealments.  Aasz. 
The Lords have appointed a conference con- 
cerning Monopolies this afternoon, at 3 in the 
Painted Chamber. They have not yet re- 
solved of a time for the conference touching 
Accusations against the lord bishop of Norwich ; 
for that divers of the lords are now absent: 
but, as suon as they canconvenientlyappoint a 
time for the same, their lordships will send to 
them by messengers of their own. As touch- 
ing the bill of Conccalments, their lordships 
have taken the same into their scrious cogs 
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tideration ; and it is only deferred for that all of. Wereupon the lord keeper signified to the 
the king’s council, who are appointed to attend fhouse, that the king had commanded him to 
the sane, are, at this time, otherwise employed: tell their lordsbips, That his maj. understood 


but their lordships do promise all possible ex- 
pedition therein. 


Proceedings against the Lord Treasurcr on 
the Lease for Sugars. 


‘ May 10. The lord keeper put the house in 
mind of the Business concerning the Lord 


Treasurer, to be proceeded in this morning. | 


And his lordship being brought to the bar, mr. 
Serjeant Crew opened the charge against bim 
on the Lease of Sugars, in this manner: 
“(Quarto Decembris, 18 Jac. The king 
leaseth to Gcorge Herriot the impost on Sugars, 
to hold from Christmas following, for 3 years, 
at the rent of 5666]. 13s. 4d. perann. payable 
at Midsummer and Christmas,. Duodecimo 
Jan.anv 19 Jac. The lord treasurer procures 
‘Herriot to surrender thatJease; and, the next 
day, takes a icase thereof from the king, unto 
Nicholas Harman and Tho. Catchmay (two of 
his servants) unto his own use, at 2000l. rent 
"per ann. aud lets thc same unto the farmers at 
60001. per ann. and, to effect this surrender, 
gives order, in a time of scarcity of money, for 
the payment of 14,8651. due unto the said 
Herriot tor jewels, which was paid, between 
the 15th of Dec. 1621, and the 10th Jan. 
following, in this manner, viz. 70001. odd money, 
eut of the arrears of the said Herriot’s rents, 
and 70001. odd money, out of the Tobacco 
Farm, by way of anticipation.—lhe crime 
objected against the lord treasurer herein is 
this: had Herriot’s Jease continued, Herriot’s 
. det had been paid out of his rent; and the 
said treasurer has not only caused the said icase 
to be surrendered, ‘and procured a new lease 
thereof unto his servants, to his own use, at a 


tar Joss rent; but hath laid 70001. of that debt | 


upon the Farm of Tobacco: and this he hath 
done in a time of scarcity of money, even then 
when he caused the impositiens to he laid on 
the wines for a supply for the Palatinate: and 
further, he hath paid the smaller rent of 20001. 
per ann. very slowly unto the king; an arrear 
of S000]. thereof being paid since the 31st of 
Dec. last, after the summons of this Parliament. 
And whereas, for the advancement of trade, 
the merchants, upon the exportation of their 
merchandizes, are repaid their custom, which 
they formerly paid upon the importation: this 
is denied upon the exportation of Sugars, to 
the damage of the merchants, and for the lord 
treasurer's private gain.” Then the clerk read 
the proofs; see Lords Journals v. 3. p. 364. 


The Lord Treasurer's Defence. 


As to this part of the Charge, the lord trea- 
surer confessed, “ That the lease to Herriot 
was at the rent of 5666l. 13s. 4d. and the 
lease to his own use, (upon the surrender) at 
20001. rent, and that he hath let the same at 
60001. per ann. and affirmed, That his maj. was 
first acquainted with it, and well allowed there- 

Vou. 1, 
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that the lord treasurer should gain by his lease 
; 40001. per ann. So thcre was no further pro- 
| ceeding in that point of the charge.—The lord 

treasurer also confessed, “ That -he paid Her- 
| riot 14,0001. odd money; bat'affirmed, “ That’ 
| it was a just debt, and that Herriot bad a power 
' to pay himself, hy a privy seal, out of his rent.” 
, His Idp. denied, “ That he paid 70001. of thne 
debt out of the Tobacco Farm, by way of anti- 
| cipation; and said he’ only transferred it front 
| the Sugars to the Tobacco, and justihed the 
same; for that the king’s meaning was, That 
he should have 40001. per ann. out of the im 
post for Sugars, presently upon his surrender of 
the Wardrobe: and the king lost not by it, for 
he, the lord treasurer, had, for the disburse4 
ments of the Wardrobe, 20,000). per‘ann. which 
he hath now setrled at 16,0001. per ann. and 
yet the king’s state therein maintained and # 
noble gentleman rewarded.”—Tonching thé 
slow payment of his rent, he demied it not; 
but said, “ He had disbursed as much or more; 
before-hand for the king in other’ matters.” 
As touching the impost not retarned upon the 
exportation of Sugars, his Idp. denied, That it 
was ever demanded of bim; and afhrmed, that 
if it be due, then the farmers are tied by his 
lease to them to repay it; but if they be not so 
tied, that then he will poy it all, both for the 
time past and to come.” And thus ended the 
Charge for the Sugars. “ ° 


The Charge as to Groceries. 


Then mr. Serjeant Crew opened the Charg 
against the lord treasurer, tonching his lord- 
ship’s warrants to levy compositions for purvey~ 
‘ance of Grocery in the out-ports, after this 
‘manner, viz. That the city of London did 
componnd with the king for Grocery: but the 
out-ports refused, especially Bristol, and yielded 
to purveyance in kind; and that Bristol had an 
order for this in the exchequer, in the ume of 
Robert earl of Salisbury, late lord treasurer: 
yet, notwithstanding this, the lord treasurer 
directed his warrants to levy this composition $ 
and, altho’ it was not due to the king, nor any 
such composition entered into the compting- 
house, bis lup. commanded their goods, then 
in the ports, to be stayed, and not entered, 
till it was paid, or bonds given for it; and 
thereby constrained some ports to pay it, and 
the merchants of Bristol, who denied it, to 
attend his Idp. ten weeks together, to be dis- 
charged;- and yet bounds were exacted from 
the merchants of Bristol for the payment there- 
of, after the lord treasurer was acquainted with 
the said order in the exchequer, even tll the 
| summons of parliament ; for which mr. Serjeant 
| Crew charged the lord treasurer with oppression 
‘and extortion, contrary to his lordship’s oath, 
ero do right to the poor and rich im such 
‘things as concern his oftice..--Then the clerk 
| read the proois. See Lords’ Journals, vol. 3, 
| P- poe 
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The Lord Treasurcr’s Answer, 


for 31001. And that July 20, 18 Jac. the king 


The lord treasurer answered, “ That herein | signed these extents to Francis Morrice, clerk 
he did but his duty; and thatat’ he had neglect- | Of the Ordnance, and others in trust for the 


edit, he had not done his duty: that he ree 
quired nothing to be dose, by his Warrants, 
but what was accustomed in queen Elizabeth's 
time, and in all the king's time: that lis War- 
Fants were according to the usual form, and 
everal to all the ports, not knowig that 
Bristol was exempted by the order in the lord 
treasurer Salisthury’s ume, until aiterwards: 
that when knew of it, he yielded to their re- 
quest, and Guy went away well satisticd with 
his Answer: and that poue had benetit by the 
éuinp»sition, but the king only."—The Clerk 
read the Examinations takeu on his lordslip’s 
behalf, after which. . 

Mr. Serjeant(crew replied, “ That the.e is no 
table in the Custoin- House, to shew any compo- 
sition for the out-ports; and caused the Clerk 
to read the Exammation of John Guy, on the 
part of the lord treasurer, taken May Ist, 1624, 
which agrees, in effect, with his former Exami- 
nation, taken for the king; and that after he, 
and others of Bristol, had lung petitioned the 
ord treasurer to have their bond cancelled and 
delivered, which they had entered for the piy- 
ment of the said composition, they could not 
obtain any thing, save some good hopes and 
fair words trom sir Simon Uarvey; and that 
their bonds are yet detained.” 

Vhe Lord Treasurer atiirmed to the Lords, 
“That himself knew this Composition to be 
paid by the out-ports, and that his warrant 
was valy to levy the same, as formerly it had 
been paid; and promised to send ‘Barret’s 
books and some notes out of the compting- 
house, to prove the payinents thereof here- 
tofure by the out-ports.” 


The Charge as to unlawful bargaining for 
sir Roger Dallison’s Jands, 


May, 10 p.m. Mr. Attorney General pro- 
eceded to the Charge concerning the Otice of 
the Ordnance, and the unlawtul Bargain for sir 
R. Diallison’s Lands, in this manner, viz. “ That 
. another Churge whereof the lord treasurer 
Is accused, is concerning the Oitice of Ordnance, 
and the unlawful Bargain for Dallison’s Lands; 
in which will appear that the lord treasurer, 
for his own private benetit, contrived and pro- 
secuted divers unlawful bargains; and in the 
mean ume neglected wholly that which con- 
cerned the public, which was the furnishing the 
Oflice of Orduance with emptions and stures, 
tor the safety of the king and bis kingdoms.--- | 
Concerning the Bargains, it stands proved, 
That sir Roger Dalhson, being licutenant of 
the Orduance, became indebted to the king in 
99621. for munies impressed for that ollice, 
but not emploved: aud thatsir Roger Dallison 
and sir “Lino, Mounson were judebted to the, 
king by bonds to the value of 81001. which | 
bonds were forfeited for not bringine certain 
stores to that ofiice; both which debrs amount- 
ed to 13,0621, and the Lands of Dallison were | 
extended for 0¥621 aud the lends off Mounson 

| 


ofiiccrs and crediturs of that office, towards 
saustaction of so much of their debts.—The 
lord treasuter, being a commissioner for his 
nitj.’s debts, July 28th, 1631, bargained tor 
those extents; and bv the articles under his 
hand agreed to give for them 10621. in hand, 
and 12,0U0l. mure, by 1000]. per ann, for 12 
years, besinning at Ladv-Day, 1623; and also 
to do his endeavour to procure paywent of an 
arrear of 8000!. more, duc to that office from 
his naj. but, betore this bargain was pertonned, 
at Micnaeimas tollowig, he becume lord trear 
suer; and when they expected payment of the 
10621. and security for the rest, he propounded 
that, in leu at the 12,0001, to be secured, they 
should have his part in the Farms of the Pe 
Customs for 9 vears, valued.to be worth 10001. 
per ano. for the two first years, and afterwards 
1400}. per ann, which, according te. that rate, 
would yield in.@ years 11,8001. but cost his 
Idp. only 37501.——Ile being then lord treasurer, 
on whom they must depend both for the 
payment of the arrears, and for future fae 
vours, they accepted it; not meaning:to lose 
their 10o¥). payable in hand, but it was then 
again direcuy agreed they should be paid 
their 80COl. arrear out of bis anaj.’s cuflers.— 
In 1621, Assurances were prepared, and the 
creditors required to seal, being promised to 
have at the sealing their 80001. arrears, and. 
expectmg theic 1002I. trom the lord treasurer, 
Whereot.they never conceived a doubt ; but so 
soon as they. had scaled, they were sent away. 
without auvy money, being promised to receive 


their 8000]. within 3 or 4 days after, which was . 


not pertormed. in so short a time; but was, 
atter, paid in divers several payments out of 
his ina).’3 money: but the 1062L which was to 
have come trom bimscelt was absolutely denied, 
the lord treasurer athrming, that as well that 
10621. as the other 12,000]. was all concluded 
and recompensed by the interest in the Petty 
Farms; whereupon a new difference grew 
agaist them: butin the end they were entorc- 
ed, in lieu of that 10621. to accept ofa further 
Interest, which his Jdp. had in the Petty Farms, 
for an half-year after the 9 years were expired, 
esteemed worth not ahove 4001. to be sold: 
and it was then further agreed that his Idp. 
shonld then pay thom out of the king’s money 
40VU1, due to the ottice over and besides the 
former 80001, of which 40001. his Idp. hath 
siice causcd to be paid $3031. But whereas 
the Petty Customs were valued to them to be 
worth tor the first 2 years 1000). per ann. it 
appeareth that, in the two first years, it yielded 
them but 14191. 73. 7d, being all the money 
that grew due to them out of the profits of those 
farms at Michaclmas last; whereas if they had 
kept their extents of Dallison’s and Mounson’s 
lands, they should have received by Lady-day 
last aluost 70UU], fur part of their debt.-—In 
which bargain, (besides the oppressions and ex~ 
trciuitics put on the poor creditors and officers 
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of the Ordnance, that might ill undergo a bar- 
gain of so much disadvantage and loss) are ub- 
served two corruptions ; the one, in bareainiug 
to pay the 80001. arrears, for though that was | 
agreed before he was lord treasurer, yet he then | 
was trusted as a commissioner for the king’s 
debts; and, being «fter lord treasurer, pertorin- 
ed that corrupt agreement made beture.—Tire ! 
other Corrartion was, in agreeing to pay the | 
other 40001, tor as it isa corruption in a trede | 
surer‘o pay the kiny’s due debt tor money given 
unto hunseir: $> it is to pav the king's debt, fur 
gaining to himseil a berzain by which he either | 
bad o¢ did cx;ect advantage 3 and though the 
lord treasure... in his Auswer, doth pretend he | 
wadoser by Dailisua’s lands, it is certain that |! 
Whatsocver lis giin or loss prove upon the ! 
Other bargains for the inheritance of the lanas, | 
this bargain with the otlicers, taken by irselt 
glone, was beneficial; and if it were not, it is 
all one: tor if a judge, or treasurer, barsain 
fora Bribe, thoush he never receive it, he is 
corrupt; for at skills not what he had, but 
What he anned at and expected.—A bout the 
same time that the lord treasurer bargained 
for the extent atorementioned, viz. 28 July, 
19 Jac, he contracted with sir Tho. Mounson, 
for the inheritance of the same lauds.—For sir 
Roger Dallison, atter he became lieut. of the 
Qrunance, conveyed the inheritance of his 
lands to secu'c sir Tho, Muunson of divers 
great debts and cngagments; so as the inheri- 
tance uf those lands, after the kine’s extent, 
was in the dispose of sir Tho. Mounson, who 
bargained for it with the now lord trensurer; 
and upon that bareain, the lord treasurer avreed 
.to tree sir Tho, Mounson’s own lands of the 
3100l. debt, to pay in SOOO] in money, and to | 
procure the making of hin six baronets and | 
some other fit suit fram the king; and when 
the baronets could not be obtained, the num- 
ber being full then, the lord treasurer procured 
him another suit af 20001, value, as his Idp. 
esteemed it, viz. For compounding with the 
king’s copyholders of Wakctield, to reduce their 
fines to certainty, for which suit the lord trea- 
surer was a referee from the king; and, for 
accomplishinent of this bargain made for his 
own private gain, he save way to that suit, 
whereby so much was to be taken for his maj. 
yet there rested another bargain to be made, 
ror sir Tho. Dailison, the sun and heir of sir 
Hoyer Dallison, pretended title to those lands 
by an old ental; andthe lady Dalhson, widow | 
ot sir Rover Daliison, claimed to have the 
third as her dower; and the lord treasurer hav- 
ing entered into treaty with them, and tinding 
their demand not suitable to his desires, he, to 
make them the more complaint, threatens them 
by his extent, to keep them without any thing 
for an 100 vears; to lay upon sir Tho. Duilison 
certain forteited bonds, which, upon the agree- 
ment with the olicers of the Ordnance, were 
traasierred to him; and he sends for sir J. Wol- 
stenholinc, whose son had married sir Tho. 
Dallison’s sister, and rebukes Lim as an hinderer 


of his lurdship’s proceedings with Dall-sua : 
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and by these and other like means, for an an- 
nuity of 2001, per ann. procures a release uf 
their title; and whereas sir Rover, being pose 
sessed of a lease of yreat value, had assigned 
the same to sir John Davis, for security of 
money owing to him and sir R. Smith, which 
lease, for non-payment, bad been long forfeited, 
and the possession gottcy by sir Juhn Davis 
upon a trial and i1ecovery at common law, 
which possession bad continucd divers years; 
the lord treasurer, by this agreement with sir 
Tho. Dallison aud his mother, by wey of une 
lawtul maintenance and champarty, bought 
their title to this lease; and having bedged in 
those lands and the title to this lea-e, ex- 
Changc'l the saine with sir Arthur iugram for 
other lands; and then to gain the possession 
those lease-lunds fram sir J. Davis, and sir R, 
Smith, and to make good uiix exchange, an old 
outlawry against sir Roger Dallison, betore the 
assignment wade by hun to sir Jubn Davis, is 
suneht out, the debt being many years past sae 
ushed ; by colour of which outlawry, and the 
power and countenance of the lord treasurer, 
this lease was seized into the king’s hands, and 
sir R, Sinith and sir John Davis thrust out of 
possession ; whereupon they endeavonred to 
reverse the outlawry jn the common pleas, and 
the better to effect it, they procured an adui- 
nistration of the goods of sir Roger Dallison to 
he taken by one Camben a creditor of sir 
Roger's, to the intent the said adimutstrator 
night suc to reyerse this outlawry; but the 
lord treasurer to prevent them thercin, inter- 
poseth in the king’s name, and im his maj.’s 
bebalt, to revoke that administration ; and the 
better to countenance the business, sends a 
case to the king’s attorney grounded upon other 
Matters without mentionjug the outlawry, which « 
was the chet thing jn questiop; and having 
obtained his opinion in that case, sends a ware’ 
rant to the king's advucate, to prucced in the 
ecclesiastical court as for the king; and ina 
inatter much touching the king, tu proceed tor 
reversal of the adininistration; and in the end, 
by his meaus the administration was revoked ; 
and afterwards, the matter coming in question 
in the Comiman Pleas, there also he interposed 
hiuself; and sent ta the judges of that court, 
whereby sir R. Smith and sir John Davis were 
wt last enforced to accept of a composition: 
now, iu truth, this matter no ways coucerned 
the king, far this lease was never extended for 
Dallison’s debt; and before the lord treasurer 
interposed in the ecclesiasticul court he had 
caused a petition to be made in the name of 
siv Tho. Dallison and his mother to the king; 
and a reference thereupon to himself tor this 
lease, among other things; it being secretly 
agreed between hin and Dallison, that the 
whole benefit of this lease, when his maj. should 
be pleased to pass it, should be at the dispose 
of the lord treasurér.—And whereas the lord 
treasurer would excuse those proceedings, as 
being atter he had transferred atl to sir Arthur. 
Ingram: itis evident that the lord treasurer 
thus interposed ; which must he either for hig 


4463] PARL. HISTORY, 22 J ames I. 1624.—Proceedings on the Impeachment of [1464 


own benefit, to support his own bargain, or (And, having spoken as much as he could, the 
mecrly by way of maitenance ; and, either way, | clerk read the Heads of the Examinations taken 
his duinys are most unwarrantable, to use such | on his part; and mr. Attorney confessed them, 
rigour in the king’s name, either for himself or | and avoided them all; wherewith his lordship 
.sir Arthur Ingr.au.”"—-Mr, Attorney baving | seemed to rest satisfied, for he did not require 
thus opened the former part of this Charge, | any thing else to be read: but said further, 


*the clerk, by his-directions, read the Proofs. 
The Lord Trensurer’s Auswer. 


* The Lord-Tieasurer said, “It is true that he, 
‘belng a commissioner tor the kiny’s debts, did 
advise the said othcers of the Ordnance to ac- 
cept of n lease of the Jands of sir Roger Dalhi- 
son and sir Tho. Mounson, extended for the 
King for 13,0621. viz. Of sir Roger Dallison’s 
lands, extended for 99621. and of sir T. Moun- 
son’s lands for 81001. and they did accept of 
them for payment of 13,062]. due to them by 
the king, with a-covenant to resort to the king, 
if they were interrupted in the possession of 
those lunds. And that he didthen find, that 
there was duc unto the said othcers by the 
King, about 20,0001.—That the said lands of sir 
Tho. Mounson were worth 1600I. per aun. 
‘and were extended but at 200I. per ann. sir 
Tho. Mourson hoping to have had the benetit 
thereof for himself: but, by sir Edw. Coke’s 
rule, it was passed over to the creditors, That 
sir Tho. Mounson often petitioned the king, 
and his maj. referred sir ‘Thomas to the lord 
president and him: that they treated with the 
officers, who answered, That they relied on sir 
Tho. Mounson’s lands, for that sir Roger Dal- 
lison’s lands were so much incumbered, that 
they world vicld little; yet the Exchequer 
Chamber would have relieved sir Tho. Moun- 
son, if he had paid the debt for which the 
lands were extended; and then the officers 
must have resorted to the king forrecompence : 
and that if his Idp. gained in that covenant, by 
his bargain with the said officers, so it was he- 
—Neficial to his maj. And his prumise to the 
officers to help them to their 8000l. arrear, 
being a just debt, was betore he was treasurer; 
and that it is Heathen-Grecek to him, how this 
should be preju-ticial to the king.” 

To this mr. Attorney replicd, and afhrmed 
the bargains to be unlawful as before; and that 
there wus not 80001. arrear due by the king 
before his lordship was treasurer; and then 

rocecded to the reading of the other Proofs.— 

‘hese being read, the lord treasurer again af- 
firmed, “ That his bargain with the officers of 
the Ordnance was beneficial for the king, for 
it gaincd in his maj.’s covenant of resort from 
- the officers.” And said further, “ That it was 
not prejudicial to the officers; for if bis second 
bargain be not as beneficial to them as the 
first should have been, he is to make it good, 
And that sir Tho. Dallison, and his lady mo- 
ther have relict thereby,-and himsclf a great ; 
loser, at least 40001. having taken up 16,0001. 
for it, for which he pays interest at this day.”— 
And his lordship denied, “ That he drew the 
case, delivcred to mr, Attorney, touching the 
Administration of Dallison’s goods; and said, | 
“ Ue deserved to be hauged that drew it.” | 
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‘That he had paid arrears to the officers of 
the Navy, as well as those of the Ordnance ; 
which shews he did not pay them by way of a 
barenin only.” And then saying, “ He would 
add no more,” he was withdrawn. 


The Lord Treasurer’s Petition for further 
‘Fime, on account of Sickness. 


May 11. A Petition of the Lord Treasurer 
to the Lords was read, in hxc verba :— 

“ With most humble and thankful acknow- 
ledyement of your lordstips honourable pa- 
ticnce, in hearing those parts of my Cause 
which are already opened, I am now most 
humbly to beseech your pardon of mine ap- 

arance before your lordships this day; find- 
ing myself so distempered in my body, and my 
spirits so weakened and spent, as, out of ne- 
cessity, enforceth me to be an humble petitioner 
unto your lordships for this little respite of 
time; my end and desire hercin being to en- 
able mysclf to obey all your commands, and 
to hasten the end of this Cause of mine; 
whereof I doubt not but your lordships, in a 
true and noble sense of my Cause, will honour- 
ably consider accordingly.— Middlesex.” 

The honse having considcred of this Peti- 
tion, appointed the earls of Southampton and 
Essex, the bp. of Coventry and Litchticld, the 
bp. of Bangor, lord Cromwell, lord Say and 
Seale, to go presently to the lord treasurcr’s 
house, and to take a physician with them ; 
and to signify to his Idp. the displeasure 
of the house, for that he hath first taken leave 
of himself to be absent, and now craves pardon 
for it; whereas his Idp. ought first to hue 
craved leave to be absent. And also to sig- 
nify unto his Idp. (unless they shall see cause 
to the contrary -by reason of his sickness) that 
the pleasure of the house is, That his Idp. ap- 
pear here this afternoon, at 2 of the clock ; and 
that if his Idp. shall fail to come accordingly, 
that the house will proceed, as well touching 
sich parts of his Charge as are already opencd, 
as for the rest of his Charge also.—These lords 
being returned from Chelsea, where the lord 
treasurer then lay, the earl of Southampton re- 
ported, That they delivered the said Messaze 
unto his Idp. whom they found in bis bed, but 
not dick, for ought their lordships or the pby- 
sician could perceive ; neither did his Idp. pre- 
tend anv sickness. And their Jordships having 
delivered their messase unto him, he excused 
his not asking of leave first to be absent ; “ for 
that he had not warning to be here this morn- 
ing until after the house was risen the last 
night ; and since the pleasure of the house is 
such, be will attend this afternoon, if he hears 
not, by some Messaze from their lordships, 
that they will be pleased to respite him till to- 


morrow morning.“—Aud the carl af Essex 
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made this further Report, viz. ‘ Having this 
day delivered to the lord treasurer the Message 
we were commanded by the house, his Idp. 
- (besides the Answer that hath been returned 
to the house) did Ict fall these speeches in sub- 
stance; ‘* for aman to be thus tullowed, morn- 
ing and afternoon, standing 8 hours at the bar, 
till some of the lords might see him ready to 
fall down; two lawyers against him, and no 
faan of his part, was such proceedings as never 
were heard of; and he knew not what it meant, 
for it was unchristian-like and without exain- 
le; and desired they would deal with him as he 
would deal with one of them; fur it was his case 
to-day, and might be their’s to-morrow.” This 
Answer was signed by these lords, viz. H. 
Southampton, Ko. Essex, Tho. Cov. and Litch. 
rae Bangor, Tho. Cromwell, W. Say and 
eale. : 


The Charge as to Munitions, 


_ May 11, p. m. The lord treasurer being 
brought to the bar, as before, the clerk read 
that part of the charge against his lordship that 
concerned the Munitions. The lqrd keeper 
moved that mr. Attorney do keep himself to 
that Charge. Mr. Attorney then proceeded in 
this manner, viz. | 
‘¢ Asin the bargains and proceedings (which 
were opened yesterday) the lord treasurer was 
over much attentive to his own private profit, 
so in the Supply of the Office of Ordnauce (a 
matter of high xmportance forthe safety of the 
king and his kingdoms, and in a time when all 
Christendom besides ourselves was in a com- 
bustion) he was wholly remiss: For whercas, 
a privy sealin 6 Jac. there was a private 
establishment of 60001. per ann. for the Office 
of Ordnance, which being put out of order in 
the time of sir Roger Dallison, about 12 Jac. 
the lords of the council, m Nov. 1617, upon 
refereuce from the king, set down a proportion 
of Supply, amounting to 54,0781. @s. 8d. and 
the standing allowance of 6000!. per ann. to 
continue. And afterin Feb. 1619 there beimg 
@ commission awarded to the commissioners 
of the navy to survey the Otlice of Ordnance, 
the said commissioners (the lord treasurer 
himself being a chiet man among them) set 
down a proportion of supply amounting to but 
143,640]. 11s. 2d. and a yearly allowance of 
Sooo!l. retrenching it to that rate froin 6000I. 
and did set down a course that this being ob- 
served a needless charge of about 10,0001. per 
‘aun. should be cut off, and this was allowed 
both by the lords and by the king himself.—The 
earl of Middlesex becoming treasurer about 
Michaelmas 1621, and having continued in 
that office about two years and a half, did ob- 
serve none of these establishments; whereby 
the office is at this present both unrepaired and 
unsupplied, and the kingdom of Ireland desti- 
tute of any considerable quantity of arms and 
munition: for it appears by the records of the 
 kiny’s receipt, That all the monies which the 
lord treasurer in bis tune issued for a supply of 
tlie ordinary of the oifice of Ordnance, was but 
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13,034]. 8s. 11d. of which 8000]. and odd 
pounds was for old arrears, 33001. more grew 
due of latter time, but were paid, not out of 
duty, or care of the public, but by bargain and 
contract: and most of these monics issucd 
(besides old arrears) were for wages and allows 
ances of officers, and little or nothing for stores 
and provisions. For upon the quarter-books 
paid Vy his dp. beginning at the quarter-book 
ended ultimo Junii 1620, unto the quarter-buak 
ended ultimo Decembris 1622, there being 
about 55001. paid, 46001. and odd thereof went 
to the ofticers, but the stores and provisions 
amounted to but 900I. and odd pounds: a 
weak supply in so long time.— And whereas in 
April 1621, a contract was made with mr, 
Evylyn, for serving his ma). with 80 lasts of 
Powder yearly, by monthly proportion, at 7d. 
the Ib. which proportion being kept would have 
yielded a plentiful supply into the office of 
Ordnance, and the overplus might have been 
sold at 3d. the Ib. protit to his maj. The 
lord treasurer (though he was continually 
solicited by Evelyn) did not make the pay- 
mentgwhich should have been made upon that 
contract ; whereby Evelyn, according to the 
liberty that was allowed by his contract, sold 
his powder to others; and, in $5 months after 
that contract, served into the stores but 15 
months proportion; and upon breach of this 
contract did ensue these iuconveniencies, viz. 
That the stores which, for the service of all his 
maj.’s kingdoms, might have had in readiness 
266 lasts of powder, and 60 lasts of salt-petre, 
which would fave really made 80 lasts of powder 
more, (in all 346 lasts) are greatly injured by 
this neglect: for upon a late survey, there 
were in all but 130 lasts in the stores, and yet 
disfurnished: and besides, his 
nia). by sale of the overplus of the powder alone: 
(above the proportion chought fit to be kept 
by the commissioners of the navy) might have 
gained 3d. in every \b. which would have a~ — 
mounted to 40501. and above, all which his maj, 
lost by this default of the lord treasurer. And 
whercas his Idp. excuscth these things by pre- 
tence of Sadier’s complaints, it appeareth that _ 
those complaints grew by occasion of Evelyn's 
selling of powder to others, nut to ‘the king ; 
which had never been if he had had due pay- 
ment : and the lord treasurer was warned, both. 
by the lord Crew and by the commissioners of 
the navy, to have special care of these points, to 
save the contract, it being of bigh consequence.” 
The Proofs being read, the lord treasurer 
answered, “I had need, in the first place, 
to pray for patience, so much pains being. 
taken by mr. Attorney to make me appear a 
faulty man.” Unto which the lord keeper re- 
plied, “ That the lords conceive that these 
words are a wrong done unto them; and he 
conceived, that they are a greater unto his Idp. 
the lord treasurer who being a judge, makes 
no difference of a charge. The lord treasurer 
answered, ‘ That he is injuriously dealt withall, 
an that no peer hath been charged in thi 
place befure by the king’s counsel,’—And being, 
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demanded by the lord keeper, wherein he is in- 
Juriously dealt withall, he answered ‘ by mr. At- 
torney’s opening the proots by parcels, and by 
directing parts of the depositions to be read, 
which should have been dose wholly and tuge- 
ther.’—The Lords conceived themselves to be 
wronged by these words, tor that mr, Attorney 
had done nothing but asattendant to the house, 
and by their directton; and therefore the 
Prince his highness willed him (the lord trea- 
gurer) to clear mr, Attorucy, or else this asper- 
gion will light very heavy upon him, And 
the house did acquit mr. Attorney for any 
thine he had said or done herein, 

Then mr. Attorney opened the heads of the 
Charge again, viz. The 1st Settiement of the 
Ofice of the Ordnance, anno 6 Jac. The 2nd 
Setdemenut by the lord treasurer Salisbury, 
an. 1017. And the Srd Settlement by the 
commissioners of the Navy, 1620. And that 
the lord treasurer had observed none of 
them. 

The Lord Treasurer answered, as touching 
the second setdement, ‘Nothing bath been 
done upon tt to this day; and yecit was made 
4 veurs before he was treasurer” - As touching 


aud opposed, bat never allowed; it allowed, it 
was 13 montis before le was treasurer, and yet 
noth.ne done in it, as by Cook's own oath: 
Vhat he had no privy seal for it, And how 
thea can he be charged tor the breach of that 
settlement which was never sctded? tut he 
will not give that for Answer” And then his 
Idp. airmed, ‘That the Stores are furnished, 
and that he had paid all the said ordinary of 
30001. per ann. save 300]. though no pris v-seal 
was issued out upon that book presented by 
the commissicners of the Navy; and paid di- 
vers other sums of money for Provisions of the 
. Stores; whereof his Idp. recited the parucular 
sums: and whereas that office was unsettled by 
sir Roger Dallison, he, bemg a commissioner 
for the king’s debts, tound duc to the ottcers 
18,0001. aud caused 12,0001. of it to be paid 
by Dallison’s lands, and the rest to be paid also 
atterwards ; so that a small sum will now settle 
that office, which was then so unsettled.’—As 
touching the Powder, ¢ That when he came to 
be treasurer, he found but 116 lasts of powder, 
whercof 21 lasts, delivered by Evelyn, were 
Jett nnpaid for; and that he paid him 20001, 
arrears: though 60 lasts of Salt Petre be votin 
the king’s stores, yet there 1s so much in Eve- 
Ivn’s warehouse;. and then it is the king’s. 
Neither can the king receive such detriment or 
loss; for when Evelyn is paid, he is to make 
allowance of the Powder by him sold.’ And 
aitirmed, € That he had paid more tor powder 
than was paid for 7 years before.’ 


The Charze as to the Court of Wards. 


Mr. Serieant Crew next opencd the Charge 
of the Court of Wards. viz. “ ‘That whereas, 
in Dec. 1618, Instructions for the Court of 
Wards were sct out, (upon great advisement 


with the word chancellor of England, the two 


the id Settlement, (Tt was propounded only, 


lord chief justices, and the officcrs of that 
court) the lurd treasurer, by his importunity 
and power with the oflicers, and by his mis- 
inforination to the king, (waving a reference ta 
divers lords of the council) procured those in- 
structions to be altered, to the prejudice of the 
king, and oppession of the subject.—For, by 
the former Instructions, anno 1618, petitions for 
Wardships were to be delivered to the clerk of 
the court, who was to enter them without fee: 
but, by these imstructions, anno 1622, the 
petitions are first to be delivered to the master, 
to the end he may subscribe his directions, and 
then the master’s secretary to make entry 
thereof the same day it is delivered, and retum 
it to the suitor, who 1s to present it to the clerk, 
and the clerk to enter it without fee.—So the 
clerk of the court stands still restrained by 
these latter Instructions to take any fees for 
entering of petitions, but the master’s secre- 
thry 1s not restrained; and, being unlimited, he 
hath taken great fees for entering of these 
petitious.—And whereas, by the tormer I[n- 
structions, anno 1618, all Tenders and Con- 
unuances of liveries werc to be made unto the 
surveyor of that court: now, by these latter 
Instractions, they are to be made to the master 
first, and afterwards to the survevor; whereby 
the tees fur Continuance of Liveries are raised 
from 10s. the term, to 20s, the term.—And 
whercus, bcfure, no ward was esteemed a cone 
cealed ward, unless no suit had been made 
within 3 years afier the death of the tepant: 
now, by these latter Instructions, the, master 
hath power, alone, to dispose of Wardslips 
concealed but one vear; so that the master 
may make any a concealed ward, by con- 
cealing the petition, and vot eutering it with 
the clerk; the petition being hereby appointed 
to be deliverd to the master first.—And that 
the master of this Court of Wards, the lord 
treasurer, huth committed unto his secretary a 
Stamp of his name, and hath hereby put his 
awn power into the bands af his secretary: for 
his sceretary hath used his Stamp, in the ab- 
sence of the master, for signing of tenders and 
continuances for warrants to the great seal for 
liveries; and warrants to find offices for grants 
of wardships, leases, indentures, and the like; 
aud for expediting of judicial acts in the court: 
and that this Stamp may be a ready way to 
make concealed Wardships, and may take away 
mean processes due to the king for want of 
liverv; and may antedate tenders, continu- 
ances, aud petitions; by reason wereof the 
kiug may be prejudiced great sums, by prefers 
ring one before another f wardships.” 

This being said, the clerk was directed to 
read the Proofs, And for that, in opening of 
this Charge, the lord keeper delivered to the 
lords a message from the king, viz, “ That the 
alteration of these Instructions was debated. 
before his maj. at Wansted, by the master and 
officers of that court; and that his majesty 
understood that the alteration was for the 
honour and profit of the master, and in- 
tended that the master should enjoy that office 
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as amply as the earl of Sulishury, or the lord 
Wallingtord: but if any new fees are exacted 
since, his maj. disavows that; and it the 
master hath used the new Instructions to the 
prejudice of the king or subject, he disavows 


that also; but allows bis precise knowledge of 


the altcration of the said Instructions.”---There- 
fore no Examinations were read to prove the 
lurd treasurer's importunity and pressure to 
have those Instructivus altered. 


The Lord Treasurers Answer, 


_ After the other Examinations were read, 
the Lord Treasurer answered unto this 
Charge, “ That he is not to be blamed for 
pues his office into such plight as it was 

efore an encroachment, <\s touching his 
secretary’s fees, as he is not restrained, so 
nothing is allowed; and if he hath exacted 
any thing, his Idp. will be tle sevcrest censurcr 
ofhim. He never heard of any till now. That 
the secretary to former masters received what- 
suever any man gave voluntarily, so it was 
lawful for his.—As touching the Fee’ for Con- 
tinuances, Why should he Toe any thing due 
for a favour to the subject? by this means 
there be fewer Continuances; und so the king 
has his money the soonér, and the party is free 
for the subjects suit the sooner.—As for con- 
cealed Wardships within a year, It is benefi- 
cial to the king; otherwise, within S years, the 
ward might die, and the king lose the wardship. 
Neither hath the master such power, alone, 
therein by these new Instructions: he is only 
trusted with the direction uito whom the con- 
cealed wardship shall be granted; the compo- 
sition is lett to the council-board: but it is not 
shewed that he ever made one concealed ward- 
ship. They say this may be done, but da not 
shew what was done amiss.”—And his Idp. 
justified, “ That these new Instructions were 
more beneficial to the king and subject than 
the former, and uot prejudicial; tor us touch- 
ing the petitions, if the ward happen in a vaca- 
tion, the petition must be deiivered within a 
month; if tothe clerk, perbaps he ts out of town: 
now they are to be delivered to the master first, 
and he may direct the fludiug of the otiee in 
the interim; but it is of no turce tll the peittion 
he afterwards cutered by the clerk, and com- 
position is made by all the otheers. Indeed the 
officers yielded, hardly, to the new Instructions ; 
because they had, by the former, shared the 
master’s power and authority among them- 
selves,” [is ]dp. confessed, ‘ That he yielded 


to have a Stainp made by the precedent of 


the lord Burleigh’s Stamp: which, he said, 
he could not prove but by hear-say: and 
- Stamps are uscd in the Subpeena Onice and the 
Outlawries. And thatit is nu more prejudicia! 
to commit a Stamp to his secretary, than it 
bath been heretofore to Jeave the seal with the 
clerk. Neither is it shown that this Stamp 
hath been to the prejudice of any man, the 
game things that were stamped, being to pass 
ether officers either first or last.” 

Before the lord treasurer was withdrawn, 
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the earl of Carlisie remembered their lordships, 
That the lord treasurer, the other dav, had 
charged bim with GooQ!. given hin; whereas, 
about 12 wonths atier tue lord treasurer was 
made master of the wards, his Idp. paid the 
earl of Curhsle 8300G1. in part of 20,000). piven 
hin by the king, «a.nd whereas the lord treae 
surer spoke of the vast expences at the warde 
robe in former tunes, the earl of Carlle said, 
That the expences grew so great by reason of 
the extraordinary charves then bappening : asy 
by the queen of Bohemin’s Marriage, which 
caue to 60,CO0l]. alone; tor furnisiung divers 
of the kinz’s houses: tor many rich presents 
sent to furcizy states; tor,the king’s voyage 
to Scotland; and the like. .  .,, = 

Aud the carhof Denbich, now master of the 
wardrobe, shewed, Lhat he canugt getany ale 
lowance tor the extraordinaries of that otlice, 
trom the lord treasurer.—\W hereunto his Idpa 
answered, “That the kang referred unto hins 
the ear] of Denbigh’s demunds of the extras 
ordinaries, wherein his idp. was unwilling to. 
meddle, fer be gould not conceive how they 
could amount to the sui demanded.” And 
as touching the earl of Carisle, “Tf he had. 
said that he had given him that 30001, he did 
lis Idp. wrong, itor be had warrant from his. 
Inajesty to pay it.” 

And thei tye lord treasurer desired he mighe 
be heard tu clear some words that might pass 
from lim this day, where itis reported that his 
kip. should say ‘That be had unchristien 
dealing: © He meant it aot by their lordships, 
whose dealings he ackuowledged to be to him 
buth just and honourable; but he meant it by 
the king’s counsel, who have dealt so unchris- 
uanly with him, a» to make white black, and 
black wiute:” and humbly desired, “ That 
this his acknowledymeut of the justice of the 
house might be accepied of him, and to be une 
dersood onty of the king’s coun-el.” And saith 
further, “ Phat he had precedents, that he 
ought wot to answer tn this place, (at the bar) 
and that he ought to bave counscl; and prays 
ed that the next might not suffer by his exe 
ample.” 

Lhe Lard Yreasurer veing withdrawn, the 
house acreed, “Phat be shouid appear here 
again to-morrow at G of the clocks and mr,. 
Maxwell, the gei.tlensan usher, warned him to 
appear accordingly -—Phe lord keeper cleared 
the proceedings of the kina’s counsel in their 
several Charges against the Lord Treasurers 
and the house gave them thanas far their fair 
curriage therein, 

The Lord Treacurer's genera’ Defence against 

the whole Charge. | | 


May 12. The Tord Treasurer being at the 
har, and kemyg admitted to speak av his own 
Defence, lis Idp. tirst repeated the several 
heads of the matters wherewith he is charged, 
viz. 1. Touching the Wardrobe. 2. Touch 
ing two Bribes received of the Farmers of the 
Customs. %. Compositions of the Out-Ports 
for Grocery. 4. ‘The Ofiicers of the Ordnance, 
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And, 5. The Court of Wards.- As for the 
first, ‘That his omission of an account in the 
Wardrobe did neither add to nor diminish the 
charge the king was at; and that, altho’ his 
ldp. omitted to serve some of the lord cham- 
berlain’s warrants, amounting to a matter of 
7001. yet he had laid out, in the Extraordinaries 
of that occ, (which hewas not bound to 
do) about 60001. and that the goud service 
which he had done his maj. in that office is 
wellknown. ‘Touching the two Bribes, termed 
*disguised Corruptions,’ howsoever the farmers 
of the customs prescnted the same, he could 
not know their thoughts but by their words and 
deeds. And his ldp. protested, That he re- 
ceived the same no otherwise than for his in- 
terest in four $2 parts of the Great Farm of 
the said Customs.— As touching the Lease for 
Sugars, he will say no more than formerly he 
had spoken. Nor, for the Compositions for 
Grocery, save only, That his Idp. had sent 
Barret’s son unto mr. Serjeant Crew, to satisfy 
him that Barret had formerly collected the said 
compositions, by vietne of the warrant of former 
treasurcrs.—As touching the Office of the 
Ordnance, His Idp. would speak no more 
touching the provision for arms and gun-powd- 
er, than he had done —But, as touching Dalli- 
gon’s business, his Idp. said, It began originally 
betore he was treasurer: he therein settled the 
king’s debt unto the oflicers, and hath parted 
with that estate, which he had from them in 
Dallison’s lands, within a month after he was 
treasurer; yct, if the second bargain made 
with these officers prove not as beneficial tu 
them as the first should have been, they have 
_ his word to make it xs good; which he would 
perfurm, And his Idp. further profered, That 
any one should have Dallison’s lands again at 
a far less sum than they cost hna.—Then he 
desired their lordships to take into consideration 
his disability to answer, and the ability of those 
that did oppose im; and, if he had been as 
well able to speak for himself, as they that 
oke against him, he doubted not but that he 
sould have given their lordstips very good 
sitisfaction.—Ifis Idp. spake much in excuse 
for those matters complained of against him 
.as lord treasurer, saying, That the king’s ne- 
cessity and want of moncy was the cause of 
much thereoti—lle acknowledged, That the 
king had been a good and bountiful master 
unto him; and avowed, That he had been a 
good and faithful servant unto his maj. not for 
Impositions, for (those two orly excepted, 
which are presented by the commons) he ever 
stood against them, dceming them a partition- 
wall between the king and the subject. That 
his service has been in retormations, viz. Of 
the houshold; of the navy; of the wardrobe ; 
and of the kingdom of Ireland: which ere 
things of that nature that thev beget enemies: 
and if, in done service to his may. be hath pro- 
cured to binself many enemies, their lordships 
will not impute that to hin for a fault.—His 
Hdp. dso atirmed, ‘Chat he had done tis maj. 
goo! secvice an the Palatinate, by advancing | 


the exchange of the king’s money thither, 

wherein he saved the king 60,000]. And af 

firmed, That he had advanced the profits of 

the crown at least 80,000]. tho’ not by Impo- 

sitions; these he meddled not with, ie other 
two excepted, and they were agreed unto by 
the council-board. The ships indecd were in 

the river, but the vintners were sent for, and 

made to pay what was imposed on the mer- 
chants. That he offered to pay the arrear due 
for Ireland, a third part trem the one deputy, 
and the one half from tbe other; wherewith 
he acquainted his maj. and turned it all to his 
maj.’s profit.—That he hath been a judgc these 
8 years, and no complaint brought against him 
for Corruption or Bribery; which he hoped 
would weigh much with their lordships.”—And 
as for the offence taken yesterday against 
him, touching the king’s counsel, (whom he 
ever loved well) “He knew them to be of that 
loving nature, that he doubted not but that 
they would impute it to his rashness, and for- 
ive him. Then he craved pardon of their 
ordships, if he had omitted any thing, or 
spoken ought that might discontent them; ang 
so, with humble thanks for their favour to him, 
he concluded his speech,” 

The lord treasurer having ended his speech, 
he was answercd by the lord keeper, “That 
the council-table disavowed the Imposition on 
Wines to begig from them: it came from his 
Idp. -as belonging to his place of lord treasurer ; 
the matter was Pis alone; the manner also wag 
contradicted by the rest of the council, for that 
the merchant ships were then in the river; only 
they gave way to it, upon his lordship’s under- 
taking that the merchants would yield there- 
unto, and that they should be no way prejudi- 
ced thereby.” Whereunto the lord treasurer 
replied, “That this was no part of his Charge.” 


The Lords take into Consideration the several] 
Articles of the Charge, and the Lord Tree- 


surer’s Answers, 


The lord treasurer being withdrawn, and the 
house adjourned, ad libitum, mr. Attorney 
general read that part of the Charge against 
the lord treasurer which concerned the Ward- 
robe. And the Lords having duly considered 
of the crimes objected against the lord treasur- 
er, for not entcring into a book of Accounts 
the warrants and emptions, as he ought to 
have donc, whereby the settlement and auntient 
institution of that office is altogether broken; 
and for not serving the warrants directed unto 
him for the king’s own person, though he was 
often urged thereunto; nor paying divers of 
the creditors for such stuff as they served in, 
altho’ he received 20,0001. per aun. by way of 
tmprest, for the ordinary charge only of that 
office; which a far less sum would have fully 
defrayed ;- And for that be had not performed 
that vood service, which he pretended unto his 
nminj. but, under pretence thereof, had procured 
to himself yreat and large gifts from bis may. 
and pardon of divers great sums of money. 
And the king’s counsel having satished. ubrear 
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treasurer did not pardon his lordship’s not ac- 
counting; the house was resumed, and the 
question put, “ Whether the lord treasurer, for 
his carriage in the-ottice of the Wardrobe, be 
censurable, orno?” and it was agreed, nem. diss, 
“To be censured.” . 

May 12. p. m. Mr. Attorney read that 
part of the Charis against the lerd treasurer 
which concerned his taking of 500!. of the 
farmers of Wines and Currants tor a Bribe, and 
500!. of the farmers of the Great Customs, tor 
&@ Bribe; and for exacting 1001. of the said tarmers 
of Wines and Currants. And their lordships 
took into their consideration the lord treasurer’s 
Answer unto the said two Bribes, viz. ‘* That 
he accepted of 10001. paid hin, at one entire 
payment, by the farmers of the Great Customs, 
upon a bargain of his four $2 parts of the 
Great Farm.” And it appeared plainly unto 
them, by the examination of divers witnesses, 
as well of those taken ‘ex parte domini re- 
gis,’ as of those taken ‘ex parte domini the- 
saurarii,’ that 500). of the said sum was given 
to the farmers of the wines and currants, called 
the Petty Customs, to procure his lordship’s 
warrant for defalkation of 1000]. per ann. of 
their rents, for 9% years, in recompence of their 
loss, acording to his lordship’s farther agree- 
ment with them on the kiny’s behalf, upon his 
maj.’s reference unto his ldp. and that the 
other 5001. was given, by the farmers of the 
Great Customs, to procure his lordship’s war- 
rant unto the king’s remembrancer, to take se- 
curity tor payment of the rent to his maj. of the 


_# patentees of that firm, in licu of 5 partners. 
who had relinquished their parts therein: and 


that his Idp. had not reserved to himself any 
parts of the said Great Farm, as his lip. pre- 
tends: and if he had, ic had been a creat 


deceit unto his maj. for the lord treasurer of 
England to contract with others for his maj.’s 


customs, and secretly to reserve parts therein 
unto his own benetit:. and when, as his Idp 
affirms, that he reccived the 1001. of the Fariners 


of the Wines and Currants, for a new-year’s 


gift, it appeared also by the examinations, That 
the said furiners did present his Idp. with a tun 
of wine tor his new-vear’s gift, and his Idp 
exacted the 1001. of thein afterwards; which 
divers of their lordshipa conceive to be extor- 
tion.’—All which being fully discussed, the 
house was resumed, and the question was put, 
<¢ Whether, upon. this whole Charge, the lord 
treasurer be censurable, or no?” and agreed 
generally, “To be censured.” 

_ The house being again adjourned ad libitum, 


mr. Attorney General read that part of the: 
| neglect of the ford treasurer tu issue the king’s 


Charge against the lord treasurer, which con- 
cerned his procuring of Herriot to ‘surrender 
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portation, as his Idp. ought to have dove hy 
the directions of his maj.’s letters patent of 
the Sih of Dec. ann 8. Jac.—Upon reading 
whereof the lord. keeper signified, to their lord= 
ships, That he had received a message fram 
the hing touching this Charge, viz.“ ‘Phat his 
may. did treely give unto the lord treasurer 
40001. per aun. out of the said lease of Sugars, 
the same to beain presently after the date 
thereof.””’—Their lordsbips taking into consider- 
ation, that this was the king’s tree gift, they 
did not think it fie to censure the lord treasurer 
for the same; although bis Idp. bad unduly 
informed his ma}. of good services done in the 
office ot the Wardrobe, which his ldp. performs 
ed not, for which this lease of Sugars was 
given him. Neither did his Idp. intorm his 
naj. (for ought appears) that a debt of 70001, 
was installed upon that lease; the which his 
ldp. transterred to the Farm of Tobacco.—And 
as touching the denial of the impust unto the 
merchants, upon the exportation of Sugars, for 
that his Idp. affirms, ‘That the under-farmers 
of the said sugars from him are hable to the 
re-payment of the said imposts, if any be due, 
their lordships did not think. it ht to censure 
the lord weasurcr for the. same.—And the 
house being resumed, the qucstion was put, 
“ Whether the..lord treasurer shall be treed 
from any censure in this particular Charge, or 
no?” And generalty agrced, “ ‘Yo be freed.” 

The house was ayvain adjourned ad libitum, 
and mr. Attorney General read that part of 
tthe Charge against the lord treasurer, which ‘ 
concerns the Composition for Grocery Wares 
in the city of Bristol, which city had retused e 
to yicld unto any composition for the sames 
and vet the lord treasurer had given warrant to 
levy-the same. against their wills, and to stay 
the entermg of their goods until the same was 
paid accordingly.—But for that it appeared, 
that the lord treasurer Dorset’s letter, dated 
1610, tor levying the same composition, agreeth 
with the letter wntten by this lord treasurer; 
and for that divers of Bristol had paid the 
like composition; and for that it did not appear 
that the lord treasurer did thereby seek any 
benefit to himself, the lords did not think him 
fit to be censured for the same. Wherefore tha 
house being resumed, it was put to the question, 
“ Whether the lord treasurer shall be free of 
censure, in this Charge of Grocery, or no?” 
And agreed, “ Yo be treed.” 

The house being again adjourned ad libitum, 
mr. Attorney General read another part of the 
lord-treasurer’s Charge, viz. the Charge against 
him by the Ojlicers of the Ordnance. And 
their lordships‘having fully discussed the great 


money for the furnishing of the kine’s stores 


his lease of the farm of Sugars, which he held | of Munitions, with armour and powder; and 
at the rent of 10,000 marks per ann. to the | that yet he paid the arrear of debts to that 
king, and for procuring a new Iease thereof | oftice for his own particular profit upon a cons 
immediately to two of his lordship’s servants, , tract with the siid oticers : ‘and having considers 


to his own use, at 20001]. per ann. and for de- 


led his lordship’s great iisdemeanors in the 


nying the merchants, voon their exportation of ; bargains for the said Jands of sir Rover Dallison 
a oo the imposts paid therefore upon the im-' extended for that debt; and his lurdship’s pro- 
t, . ‘ : : ; 
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pounding, for part of payment thereof, the 
making of bavouets and a suit for compounding 
with is maj.’s copyholders of Waketield. And 
his lurdsistp’s Answer, “That he preterred this 
suit unto the hing, in pity of sir Sho. Moun- 
goi’s estatc, aman heretofore of good account 
“an his country, and now decayed,” which their 
lofdships thought most sordid, tor a lord trea- 
surer to make use of to bis own benefit: And it 
‘appearing unto their lordships, That the said 
Jord treasurer bad set on foot an old outlawry, 
upon a debt long time since paid by the said 
‘sir Roger Dallison; and that his Idp. upon 
pretence of a debt to the king where there was 
‘none, procured a revocation of letters of ad- 
‘Malalscration granted of sir Roger Dallison’s 
‘goods; and had written his letter to the judges 


of the common pleas for the countenancing of 


this indirect course, to wrest 'the said lease trom 
the said sir td. Sinith and sir John Davy, for- 
merly granted unto them by the said sir Roger: 
All this being fully debated, the house was re- 
suined, and it was put to the question, “ Whe- 
ther the lord treasurer be worthy of censure in 
‘regard of this whole Charge, both for the three 


bargains, and for not supplying the othice of 


the Ordnance?” and generally agreed “ Tu be 
censured.” 

The house was again adjourned ad libitum, 
and mr, Attorney read the rest of the 
Charge against the lord treasurer touch- 
And their lord- 
ships considering, that it was not proved by the 


examination of witnesses, that the secretary 


was appoirted to take any fees for the said 
petitions, cither for himselt or for the lord 
treasurer; nor that the lord treasurer had made 
any beuetit to himself for concealed wards by 
virtue of the said new mstructions: Therefore 
their lordships thought his Idp. not censurable 
for those two points of Ins Charge. But as 
touching the doubling of fees of Continuances 
of Liveries, they thought his Idp. worthy to be 


ecnsured buth in respect of the grievance of 


the subject, and of his lordship’s Answer unto 
the saine, viz. “It is the kiny’s grace to the 
people, let thei pay tor it.” And for that he 
dehvered a Stamp unto his secretary, whereby 
he conunitted the yreat trust, reposed in bim by 
his maj. unto his servant, not deigming to sign 
the petitions, hverics, and warrants, to the 
great seal, with his own hand, their lordships 


thought him worthy to be highly censured for: 


the same. And thereupon the house being re- 
sumed, the question was put, “ Whether the 
lord treasurer deserves a censure upon the 
whole Charge or no?” and agreed, nem. diss. 
«To be censured for tbe same.” 

May 18. The Lords ordered the gentleman 
usher and the serjeant at arms, attending on 
that house, to summon the earl of Middlesex, 
lord treasurer ot England, to appear presently 
before their lordsbips. ‘The house being ad- 
journed ad libitum, the clerk read the heads of 
the six Charyes avainst the lord treasurer, and 
the six several votes of the house which were 


yesterday past upon the same. And their 
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lordships having duly considered upon the 
proofs of britery, extortions, oppressiuis, 
wrongs and deceits, objected agaist tue lord 
treasurer, found the same to be inust apparent 
ly proved. And, as-to the allegations of the 
lo.d treasurer of his good and pruotitable services 
to the king; in the reformation of the kipg’s 
household, of the navy, of the wardrobe, and the 
kingdom of Ireland, their lordships entering ito 
debate thereof, it was nade ma.itest to chem, 
by many particulars then declared, That, as 
touching the reformation of ube king’s house 
hold, wardrobe, Ircland, he, the lord treasurer, 
had deserved very ill of his maj. and, as touch- 
ing the navy, though his Idp. was but a come 
missioner with others, who where more skilful, 
and did more good than he, yet, he ussumed to 
himself the whole glory thereof; and his mane 
ner was so to do, in all other business wherein 
his Idp. ard others were joined, 

The Lords also cons:dered of the lord trea 
surer’s allegation of his advancing the exchange 
of the king’s money, sent to the Palaunate, tor 
payment of the king’s forces there; and i 
appeared unto them plainly, That his services 
therein deserved no such respect, as his Idp. 
assuined unto hinscelf; the soldiers of Frankene 
dale being yet unpaid. Then the house being 
resume:l, the first question was put, 1, * Whe- 
ther the lord treasurer, in regard of these 
misdemeanors proved against him, shall lose 
ull his offices which he holds in the kingdom, 
or no?” it was unanimously agreed, “ That he 
should lose them all.” 2, * Whether the lord 
treasurer shall for ever, hereafter, be incapable 
of any office, place or employment, in the 
state or common-wealth, or no?” Agreed, 
“Yhat he should be incapable of them all.” 3, 
Whether he shall be imprisorfed in the Tower 
of London, during his ma).’s pleasure, or no.” 
Agreed, “ForImprisonment.” 4, “ Whether 
the lord treasurer for these offences shall pay 
a fine to the king, or no?’ Agreed “to pay ® 
fine."—Then the house was adjourned ad lbi- 
tum, that the lords might more frecly discuss 
what fine to impose on the lordtreasurer. And, 
being resumed, the fitth question was put b 
the lord keeper, 5, ‘‘ Whether a fine of 50,000). 
be suticient to be imposed on the lord treasure 
er, or no?” Agreed to this article. 6, ‘* Who- 
ther he shall, hereafter, sit iv parliament, or 
no?” Agreed, “That he sbull never sit again 
in parliament.” 7, ‘ Whether the lord trea- 
surer shall come within the verge of the court, 
or no?” These questions being all put and 
agreed to, the whole censure against him wag 
drawn up in form, read by the lord keeper, and 
passed by a general vote of the house. 


Sentence against the Lord Treasurer. 


Then a message was sent to the Commons, 
That the Lords were now ready to give Judg 
ment against the Lord Treasurer, if they, with 
their Speaker, will come and demand the same. 
Answ. That they will attend, presently, as the 
manner is. Accordingly, the Lords being all 
in their rebes, to the number of, 62, the Lord 
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Treasurer was brought to the bar, hy the gene 
tleman usher and the serjeant at arms; wien 
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The same day the bishop of Norwich be- 
sought the Lords tu remember the Message troin 


his Idp. making a low reverence, knecled, until the Commons, on the 8th instant, tor a cone 
the lord keeper willed him to stand up. The , ference touching some accusativn aguinst his 
Commons came in with their Speaker, and the Idp. which ther lordships then deterred, by 


serjcant attending him let down his mace, 

when the Speaker addressed himseilt to the 

Jords as fuliows: 

“ The knigh:s, citizens, and burgesses in 
this parl. assembled, have, heretofore, trans« 
mitted unto your lordships several offences 
against the nght hon. Lionel, earl of Middle- 
sex, lord high treasurer of England, for Bri- 
bery, Extortions, Oppressions, and other griev- 
ous Misdemeanors committed by his Idp.; and 
now the Commons, by me their Speaker, de- 
qaand Judgment against hin for the same.” 

Tbe Lord Keeper answered, “ This high 
eourt of parliament doth adjudge, That Lionel 
earl of Middlesex, now lord trensurer of Eng- 

Jand, shall lose ail his offices which he holds in 
this kingdom; and shall, hereatter, be made 
incapable of any office, place, or employment 
in the state and commonwealth. That he 
shall be imprisoned in the Tower of London 
during the king’s pleasure. That he shall pay 
unto our sovereign lord the king a fine of 
50,0001. That he shall never sit in parliament 
any more, and that he shall never come within 
the verge of the court.” 

' May 14. A committee of lords was ap- 
pointed by the house to attend the king, and 
tu acquaint him with the Judgment awarded 
by the lords against the earl of Middlesex, and 
to desire his maj. to take away the staff and 
the seal of the Court of Wards from him. 
Ordered also, “ ‘That the king’s counsel do 
draw up a bill, and presentthe same to the 
house, to make the lands of the earl of Mid- 
dilesex lable unto his debts; unto his fine tu 
the king; unto accounts to the king hereafter ; 
and to restitution tesuch whom he had wrong- 
ed, as shall be allowed by the house.” Which 
bill afterwards passed into a law.” 


* Lionel Cranfield, earl of Middlesex, who, 
from a low beginning, was, for bis eminent qua- 
lities in mercantile affairs, raised to that ude, 
aud to ane of the Lighest posts in the kingdom, 
was son of Tho, Crantield, esq.; but was no 
more than a London merchant bunself; and 
being bred up in the Custom House, was looked 
- upon asa tit instrument to detect the frauds 
in those othcers. The kin:, in bis last speech 
to the lords, has given us an account how he 
was intraduced to court, and by what steps he 
rose to the height he so suddenly fell trom; and, 
by. what his maj. hints, in that speech, there 
might probably be much malice and envy in 
his prosecution, Mr. Rapin charges the prince 
of Wales and duke of Buckingham with a 
conspiracy to ruin the lord treasurer, tor re- 
fusing them, at times, the exorbitant sums they 
demanded when in Spain: that they made use 
of their credit with the parliament for that 
purpose, and caused him to be accused, by 


gheix creatures, of mismanagement in the dis- 


reason of the thinness of the House; and des 
sired them to appuint a time for the game, 
with what expedition they convcnjently may ; 
whereupon a committee was then named tur 
that purpose. 

Articles of the Charge against the Bishop of 
Norwich.] May 19. A Report was made by 
the abp. of Canterbury, of a conterence with 
the Cummons, touching a Complaint against 
the bp. of Norwich, to this effect. Lhat 
the Commons had reccived a Complaint ex- 
hibited against the said bord bishop, by the 
citizens of Norwich: and to shew, that it was 
ordinary for the Commons to complain against 
the governors of the church, dive.s records of 
parliament were cited; Anns, 18 Ed, UTI. 
35 Ed. Tit. 50 Ed. TL. 17 Rich. LL. aud the 
11 Hen. LV. which were ci:ed to satisty tacit 
objections for their meddling with a cause of 
this nature.—That the Charge against the said 
bishop consisted of six parts. 1. That heiuhi- 
bited urdisheartened preachers on the Sabbath 
day inthe forenoon, II, That imaves were 
set up in the churches, and one of the Holy 
Ghost fluttering over the font; that a maible 
tomb was pulred down, and images set up in 
its room, and the bisbup biessed them that 
did it. IY, Yhat be punished those who praved 
not towards the east. LV. That he punisheda 
minister for catechizing his family, and singing 
of psalms, V. That |e used extortion many 
wavs. WI. That he did not enter Institutions, 
to the prejudice of patrons--fo the Ist Article 
it was said, That there were 34 churches in 
Norwich; and in those parishes 30 or 40,000 
A se I a GY 
Charge of bis othce. This bint our author has 
strongly improved from Wilson and lord Cla- 
réndou : the former says, “ The duke of Buck=- 
ingham, remembering haw the lord treasurer 
repined at the monies spent in Spain, and his 
coiwportment to him since his return, resolved 
to bring him down frum that height he had 

laced lin in.” And the latter, “ That the 
ea was agaiust the prosecuuon of the treas 
surer, by an [unpcachment; because he fure- 
saw, that those kinds of parharuentary pro- 
ceedings would shake the royal authority, in 
the choice of his own ministers, when they 
should find that their security did not depend, 
sulely, upon his own protection; which breach, 
adds the noble historian, upon his kingly pows 
er, was so much without a precedent, that, 
except one unhappy one, made three years be- 
ture, to gratity likewise a private disoleasure,” 
{lord Bacon he means] “ the hke hid not been 
practised in very many years. The kiug told 
the duke, ‘ ‘that he was tool, and was making 
a rod for his own breech;’ and the Prince 
That he would hive to have bis belly full of | 
parhamentary Impeaciunents.” History 


of the Rebeluion, vol. J, ful. edit. 1702. p, 20." 
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people: That the lord bishop sent for the 

reachers, by the apparitors, and told them, 

here was no need of preachivg, ou Sunday in 
the forenvon, exert in the cathedral church ; 
althoreh 2 or 8000 could only hear there; 
many dwelling three quarters of a mile off, and 
many were old, aud not able, for their aze, to 
come so tar. That this inhibition was when 
the king had commanded more preaching. Thar 
his lordship cornived at Recusauts, all which 
was the disheartening of the good professors. It 
may be objected he allawed of catechizing ; ergo, 
no preaching necessary: byt he commanded to 
ask bare questions, and nothing else 3 ergo, no 
Instructions.—That this is done against the 
eanons of the church, and that there is no ohe- 
dicuce without knowledge. The outward man 
is not com inned, unless the inward man he 
reformed ; and cited the canon, * quicunque 
contristaverit. doctorem veritatis peccat in 
Christuin ;’ with the canon, 1 Jac. ‘c. 44, for 
couwmanding. preaching.—For the @nd touch- 
Inv the setting ap of Images. lt was.said to 
be against acts of parl, avainst the canons of 
the convocaiion. the book allowed in the time 
of Hoo. 8. 28 Hen. 8. 6. 80, azainst Images, 
Pilsrinages, &c. against the 3 Ed. 6. and the 
Hocuilies approved, anno 1 Fitz. forbidding 
Images mM churches.—The 8rd, for prayer to 
the east. Which Gratian atiirms came by tra- 
dition, pars 1, dict. 11. and that it is supersti- 
tions, © Leawood in the Glos-es, lib 2. Tit. de 
Feriis, non retort si ver us Orientem, &c.’ That 
the bishop excemmunt.uted many, and en- 
Joined penance unto divers, tor praying to the 
east: and some did their penance with a wi- 
thy rod aa ther oends the proof thereof is un- 
der the bishop’s }and.—The 4°h. One Peck, 
a. minister, ¢ateehized his faaily, and sung 
psalias, his neigebours Coming in, of a Sanday 
‘atter evenme prayers. The bishop enjoined 
them to do penance, tor this their resorting to 
cutechize and sing psalms, and to sav, © Teon- 
fess my errors, Xc.” which acknowledgement is 
ander the bi-hep’s hand. They who refused, 
were excommanicated, and paid 7]. charges. 
Andit was particularly observed by the Com- 
mois, that iis Peck was a conformable 
preacher.—Srhl -, Touchine Fxtortion. Ttwas 
stewn, That, in the Table of Fees is set down, 
for Tostration 24s. 8d. whereof to the bishop 
403, That tis lord bishop is register also, and 
now him<elf, taketh, for anstitntion, 8b 5s, 
and, for united churches, double; and that, 
© coumumbus annis, there are an hundred in- 
Stituiions, For Admission intu sacred Orders, 
mothing should be taken ifany, it is simony: 
vet this bishop taketh now 29 or 80s. the 

vishop and register berng all one. To serve 
cure, 5s. is due; he takes 68. 8d. To teach 
school, 8. 4d. is due; he takes 6s. 8d. and, 
if of ability, 10s. For every consignation of a 
decree 4d. which comes to 801, por ane. for 
which there should be nothing paid; no con- 
sisnation being ithe table, but set down in 
abp. Whitaiit's ume, in another hand.—6thly, 
Touching the centering of Institutions, That 


[idee 


the institutions to benefices are not registered 3 
which ove.throws the patronages, if it be re- 
turned * scrutatis archivis non invenitur,’ when 
the right comes in question; yet the fces are. 
vreater than before.”—The Commons conclud+ 
ed with these two remembrances. 1st, “ ‘That 
they received this‘Complaimt before Laster 
last; yet they procecded not in the examima- 
tion thereof till they received a certificate from 
the mayor of Norwich. ud, That none shall 
be punished for complaining in parliament. 
‘The Bishop of Norawich’s Dcfence.| This: 
Report being ended, the bishop of Norwich 
stood up in his place, and answered the same 
to this effect: ‘* ist. Lis Idp. confessed the 
Charges in the said Complaint to be so great 
and-vrievous, that, were he guilty thereot, he 
would desire, hinself, to be punished: but whe- 
ther he be guilty or not, he will leave to thew 
lordships exact and severe examination 3 
whercin he desired them not to spare him, and 
he would ever acknowledge and commend their 


justice and horour.—His Idp. protested he was 


no way guilty of the first part of this accusae 
tions. if he were, then he was unworthy to bear 
the name of aclergyman. He shewed the un 
worthmess of such as should dishearten preach+ 
ers from preach'ng the word of God. His Idp. 
shewed also (desiring first that he might not be 
taxed with ostentation) his own practice in 
preaching, whilst he was vicar and parson: 
that he preached every sabbath m the morna 
ing, and catechized in the afternoon ; and that 
he continued the like preaching whilst he was 
bp. of Chichester: that in Norwich he never 
missed the public place, and ever preached 
there acainst popery ; though he had been ar 
unprofitable, yet he had not been an idle sera 
vant; which was now his only comfort.—As 
tonching Preaching and Non-residence, he had 
been reckoned more than half a puritan: he 
told them of his manner of living, and his 
leaving the archbishop of Canterbury’s sere 
vice that he’might go to his cure. He woa- 
dered why he should be thought a papist; he 
thought it might be owing to his disputations, 
and his sermons at Paul’s Cross, on predesti- 
nation negative, unadvisedly preached by him; 
for which he was checked by abp. Whitgiit, 
and commanded to preach no more of it; and 
he never did, though dr. Abbot, late bp, of 
Sarum, hath since declared in print that which 
he then preached to be no popery. That po- 
pery is a fire that will never be quiet, he hath 
preached a thousand sermons; and nothing 
of popery can be imputed to him out of any 
of them.—That there were divers obstacles te 
keep him from popery. 1. The Usurpations of 
the pone of Rome. His Idp, athrmed, ‘That ne 
power on earth cao touch a prince ; and there- 
fore he abhorred the usurpation of the pope 
aver princes. 2. Their Religion 1s dyed im 
Blood. 38. The practic course of the reh- 
sion is all by jugeling and feigned miracles ; 
of which his Idp. had writ a book against them, 
which was never as yét answered. That he 
never spake with priest es jesuit, Dor never Ue 


J 
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vited a known recusant to his table; for they 
never say Amen.to our prayers. 4. That their 
equivocations are the last; worse than which 
roihing can be; his Idp. held it much better 
to take un with the devil than with such. Then 
he professed himself to be a true member of 
this church, and acknowledged the church of 
England to come nearest to the primitive. That 
we fetc: not our reformation trom Wick litt, 
Huss, and Luther of latter times, but from thie 
first 400 years next after Christ. —IL. As touch- 
-ing the first part of the accusation. His Idp. 
contessed, ‘That 6 or 7 of the abier sort of mi- 
nisters in Norwich used to expound, in their 
‘ewn Ciurches, beture tae sermun began in the 
cathedral church; and many resorted from 
ether places tu these expositions, (ror all the 
ehurches have not preachers) and in the atier- 
Roon to their sermons, The preachers them- 
selves.found faule with this, bemg wi.ling to be 


’ vid of the pains, for they were to preach in the 


‘afternoon and on the eek days, and shew d 
him many disorders therein, which they pre- 
tended; as the cutting olf part of the prayers, 
or their beginning so early, that many could 
not come to the common prayers, and the 
hke; aud they besought his lordship to remedy 
it, because they, being stipeudary men, were 
Joth to do it, for fear, belike, to lose their sti- 
pends ; whereupon he sent for them by an of- 


| ficer, and willed them to omit these expositions 


in the forenoon; and yet he had since taken 
order for the erecting of 3 sermons in the most 
remute parts of the city from the cathedral 
church ; and he also had erected many lectures 
in several piaces of the country. II. As touch- 
jog the Images in a Church, What was 
. done was done without bis knowledge, it was 
meant by st. Peter's church: that he never 
saw that church till one evening as he came 
by; and beimg informed of much cost done 
‘upon it, he went in, and kneeled down to his 
prayers, as his use was. When he rose up, 
and perceived that they had bestowed very 
eat cost, and not secing or knowing of any 
Image at all set up there, he said, ¢ Gud’s 
blessing on their hearts that had bestowed such 
cost on God’s house.’ IL, As touching prayers 
to the east: he never enjoimed it, nor heard 
of it tillnow. IV. For the 4th part of his 
Complaint: he perceived that he had been 
sifted through the whole course of bis life; that 
this Peck was sent to him by the justices of 
the pcace, for keeping an assembly late at 
‘might at his house ; his catechizing being but a 
colour to draw them thither. That this Peck 
had infected the parish with strange opinions; 


@s not to knecl when they came to church; 


that the name of Jesus is no more than a com- 
snon name, and that it is superstition to bow 
down at it. His dp. affirmed, that this Peck 
had formerly been convicted of nenconformity, 
annis 1615 et 1617; also, for siinony and con- 
venticles in his neighbour’s house, as appears 
‘by ap act in the'register. 
‘the was taken in his house with 22 of his neigh- 


pours, at a cagventicie; that he was then 


yo 
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bound over by a justice and brought to his Idp. 
and his sentence aganist him was, only, that 
he should confess his fault. The others, mea- 
tioned in this part of tue Charge, were pum:h- 
ed tor their opinions alzo ; makin vo dinercice 
between an alehouse and the church, ull the 
preacher was in the pulpit. He said, ie must 
confess bis fault, That im the ;enauce witch 
he enjomed, he caused them vo .couess their 
errors, omitting their resort ta convei.ticies, 
which he did at their own earnest sul. Ve 
His Idp. absolutely denied that he imposed 
any Fees, and alirmed that he bad uot any of 
those fecs which were complained of; coly une 
tees for lustitudep, which be took as bis pree 
decessors did. It therein he had cummit.ed 
any error, ‘ erravimus cum patribas 3? and dee 
med that he had ever seen that Panle of Fees 
which is spoke of by the Commons. VIL this 
ldp. athrmed, That be had registered all the 
Tnstituuions.” 

When the bishop had ended his Defence, 
h. ro h. the Prifce stood up and told hun, 
“ That he had not avswe:ed coucerning the 
Paraphrase of the Catechisin which he bad 
taken away.” To which the bisbop replied, 
‘© Thatthe preachers used to chuse a text tiom 
the Creed, &c. and to asx the child some une 
question, and then to diiate very long ujon it, 
but never descended to the capiucity of the 
cuild. That he did not rorbid the expianaion, 
but ordered that it should be dune catcchete 
cally.” 

_ Thus ended the bishop of Norwich’s Answer 
to the said Complaint. Immediately ater 
which an Order is cnsered in the Lords’ Jour- 
pals, “ That in respect to the shortness of 
time and the multiplicity of business, uaw dee 
pending to be determined, the Complaint of: 
the Commons, against, the bp. uf Norwich, 
shall be referred to the High Commission, to 
be examined by them; and they to make ree 
port thereof to the house, and tien the house 
will judge of it.” | 

The Bp. of Norwich’s Complaint against one 
Tio, Stokes] The same day the bishop of 
Norwich exhibited a Complaint to the house 
against one Tho. Stokes, clerk. “ That whereas 
the said Tho, Stokes had preterred a Petiuon 
to the Commons against his Idp. for excessive 
fees, pretended to be taken by his Idp. and for 
other grievances therein mentioned. He ac- 
knowledged the proceedings of the said Stokes 
to be legal, and humbly submitted himself to 
an examination and strict trial. However, he 
complained that the said Stokes had sent his 
lordship this message: ‘ That ifhe would suffer 
a judginent in the court of common pleas for 
him, the said Stokes, to be archdcacon of Nor- 
faulk, that then Stokes would prosecute no fure 
ther against his ldp ; otherwise, he would smoke 
him with more Complaints.’ Moreover, that 
the said Stokes reported that his Idp. did drink. 
a health to Spinola, and refused to pledge a 
health to the prince of Orange, for that the said 

rince was a general unto traitors. And that 


tokes affirmed his idp. did take Sol. of every 


e 
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one of ihe archdencons when he came first to 
his see, Atl which lus Idp. atirmed to be 
ful-c.” 

Pins Compiaint, with the witnesses the bp. 
produced tu prove it, was referred to the exu- 
Inidadon of the abp. at Cancerbury, who was 
to make report thereof to the house for their 
judzment of the matter, But we hear no more 
of this, or the furmer aifair, in the Journals or 
elsewhere 5 for neither Wilson nor Rusliworth 
meutton ove word of 1t.* But to return to our 
proceedings, 

Lhe Commons desire a longer continuance of 
the Sesston.] The save day, still, a message 
was brought from the Commons to the Lords, 
by sir Edwin Sandss and others, to this effect: 
“Thar the kntehts, ciuzeas, and burgesses, in 
the house of Com tons assembled, understand. 
ine tuat his mayj.’s pleasure isto put an end to 
this session on Saturday next, the 22.) instant, 
within which short time, neither that house nor 
ther’s can perfect t! ose businesses which are 
beg .n; they do humbly desire their lordships 
to join with them im petition to his may. for a 
Jonger Qme: Ist. For that the king permitting 
then to name their own treasurers for the 
Sabsidy this par. much longer time hath been 
spen’ in that bill than ustual, because they had 
no precedent for the same; whereby many 
good bills were deliyed.  2udiy. Vor that the 
bustaess of Free ‘Trade, which had been long 
disordered, had brought meny general com- 

luts unto them; net only by the merchants, 
Bic by the clothiers aud those of the meaner 
sort, Which, uf they have longer time, they 
hope so to accaimnudate, that it shall be ad- 
mteataceous, to the kine’s pro t, and give con- 
tenc both to the poer and to the rich. Srdiv. 
Tne bul tor the Subsidy of the C ergy was but 
newly cone intu thew house, and their own 
bill of Subsidy is yee to have another reading, 
4thly. For thar thevunde stand that their lord- 
shins have so meray bilis, aud other matters of 
werecht, as vet de; ending, that they doubt whe- 
ther they can pervorm tuem mn so short a time. 
Woheretore. and to bold that fair correspond- 
ence, which hoth hitherto continued between 
both houses, they mike this earnest request; 
not intending to entertala any new matters, 
but those, oniy, which are begun and ready to 
‘be nnished.” ; 

The me--engers heing withdrawn, his bigh- 
ners the Prince strathed untothe house, * That 
at his coming tro. the kiag, lis mat. told him 
that be was dictermined to end this session on 
Saturday next; and commanded his highness 
so to answer them who should move to have 
that time prolonged. But what his maj. would 
do therem, when he shall hear these reasons, 
his hignness sad be knew vor.” Whereupon, 


* This bp. of Norwich was Samuel Harsnet, 
- who Le Neve tells us had been suilty of several 
scandalous practices, whilst he was master of 
Pembroke hall in Cambridve. tle came into 
hich tavour, at court, in the next ren; for 
uw) 1620, be was made abp. of York, 


the house humbly besought the Prince to move 
his maj. to give a longer day.—The messengers 
then were called in and answered, “ That the 
Lords do take in good part their willingness to 
hold gvod corres ondency with thei, and have 
weiched the general and purucular reasons ex- 
pressed, tor a longer day of continuance ot this 
session: but they have received such absolute 
dircetions from his maj, tor the end of this ses 
sion, ata day now so near at hand, that they 
cannot give the Commons any hope of obtains 
ug a longer. Yet, considering that his maj, 
knew not of these reasons, their lordships have 
entreated the Prince to move him for a longer 
day. What this will produce they know not; 
wherefore their lordships will hasten the dis- 
patch of their own business, against the day 
which his maj. bath limited, as much as they 
can, and they doubted not but the Commoug 
would do the like.” 

May 20. ‘The Lords received the following 
Messave from the Commons: * That they de 
s're aconterence with the:r lordships, touching 
a Petition to the King tor removing all justly 
suspected Recusants trom their othces of trust.” 
Answer was returned, “ That they would meet 
them presen ly ; but, befure the Lords went to 
tits conference, the Prince acquainted the 
house, That his maj, was content to prolong 
this session unto Saturday, May 29, so that his 
highness would engave hunselt that neither of 
the two houses would entertain any new mats 
ter in the mean time; and that he should 
know, first, the minds of the Commons theres 
in.” Lt was agreed, “6 That this should be ine 
timated to them at the meeting.” 

Lie Commons’ Petition agatast Recusants.} 
The same day a report was made by the abp.. 
of Canterbury of wout passed at this couter- 
ences he told the house, That the Commons 
produced an humble Petition to the king, de- 


siting the lords to join with them in ot, as here- 


tofore, Which Peution was read in these 
words: 0° 

We your maj.’s loyal and faithful subjects, 
the Commons, (by your royal authority and 
commandment called to and assembled ta this 
present parl. out of all the parts of your kings 
dom of England and dominion of Wales) do, 
imal} humility, give your. maj. mest humble 
thanks, that you have so relisiously and openly 
published, that your laws and acts of state 
against Popish Recusants should be put in due 
execution, And now we bold it our boundes 
duty (amongst other. the important affairs af 
vour realm) to inform your naj. of the growth 
of this dangerous sort of people within this 
your kingdom, and of their. insolency and bold- 
ness in all the parts thereot, insomuch as many 
of them (unknown to your maj.) have crept 
into ottices, and places of government and au- 
thoritv under you, to the d.sheartening of your 
good subjects, and contrary'to your waj.’s lLiws 
and acts of state; whose names (1 discharge 
of our allegiance and duty, without respect of 
persons) we, ia all humbleness, present to your 


majesty, [Here tollow two Lists, contging, 
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1. “ The Names of all such Persons as are , cline, if they hke of it, to move his highness the 
certified to have Places of Charge or Trust, | Prince, priviiy ty acquaint his may. with this 
in their several Counties, and are themselves | as wih a matter of state; mot duubting but 
Popish Recusants or Non-Communicants, that ; that bis may. will take it into his grave and 
have given overt suspicion of thear ill-atkection | prudent consideration ; so that such ett ct, as 
we trust, is like to tullow, as will give us all 
good contentment.”—This answer was ap- 
proved of by ihe other house, at the confer- 
or Trust, in their several Counties, and that | ence; who rendered their most humble thanks 
have wives, clildren, and servants, tit are | tu the Prince, That he was pleased, as of 
Popish Recusants or Nou-Communicants, or; hineeli, to intimate their requests unto bis 
that are suspected or reported su to be.” |— | inaj.; and that they hoped it would receive a 
«© Now, in cousideration of the great counte- | gracious Ansys. er,” 

nance hereby given to Popery, the great gric Lie Judges Opinions on some Clauses of the 


in Rehyion, or that are reported or suspected 
soto be.” 2. “ ‘The Names of all such Per- 
suns whu are certified to be in Places of Charge 


and offence to all your best atlec'cd, true, and Subsity Bad in point of Priviicge. May 2-4. 
loving subjects, the apparent danger of the | ‘The bil tor granting an aid to lis maj. of 
whole kingdom, by putting the power of arms | enure Subsidies, aud three 15ths and 10ths, 
into such hands as,.by turmer acts of your} was sent up by the Commons: and, the next 
day, on the 2ud reading, before it was com- 
mitted, the Judges were appointed by the house 
to consider of some pons of judicature in the 
said bill, and to deliver their resolutions about 
in—May 26. The lord president reported to 
the house, That the Judges had given in theic 
Resuluuious, concerning some questions arising 
on the bill of Subsidies; which was read as fuliows: 
“ Resolved, by general consent, “That, upou 
the perusal of several parts of the act of Subs 
sidy, they do not conceive that there is an 
thing therein, which may impeach or biemish 
the privivege or power of the higher house, or 
add to the privileges of the lower, in any things 
save, in the particular case in question, aud ia 
no other case, of the like or other nature; aud 
that for these reasons: 1st. Because the 
judicature, im this particular case, is not as- 
suined, by the way of privilege, to begct a pre= 
cedent, but, by way of an act; which ta! eth 
effect, not only by themsclves, but Ly the lords, 
and by the royal assent of the king. 2nd. 


‘maj.’s council, are adjudged persons justly to 
be suspected, and themselves fit to be disarmed. 
Your said loyal and faithtul subjects do most 
humbly beseech your maj. graciously to vouch- 
sate that the said lords and genticmen above 
named, for these important reasons, aud for 
the greater sarety of your maj. and of your 
realm add dominion, may be removed from all 
your maj.’s commissions uf great charge and 
trust, commissions uf leutenaucy, over and 
termuncr, and of the peace, and froin ali othces 
and other places of trust.” 

This Petition being read, the lords deferred the 
debate thereon, for that time, because the day 
was tar spent; but gave an Answer to the mnes- 
senvers who attended for the same, ‘That they 
would consider of the Petition, aud would send 
them an Answer when they were resolved of 
at. The Commons returned the lords thanks, 
-and said, their house had made an order to re- 
ceive no more bills, or cutertain any more new 
business this session. ‘The sane order was made 
by the lords. Because the ground of Uns act procecded, 

May 21. The Petition of the Commons, for | originally, from the gracious proposition of bis 

displacing Popish Recusants, was read a 2nd j maj. himoelt, and that proposal is mentioucd 
time; and, after some debate, an Answer was in the act teelf; so that there is nothing co be 
resolved on to be given to the commons about | drawn from this act to ground the like ou heres 
it. Accordingly a message was sent by the | after, unless it be upon the same propo-ition 
lords to desire another conference ; and, in the | trom the king, with the consent of ihe lords, 
mean time, the Answer was put into writing, | who must fully wssent unto it. Srd. The 
and read to the house in lec verba: “That { words, ‘Vhat the lords shall hive power by 
we take great concentinent in the concurrence | virtue of this act,’ are not privative to any tore’ 
which has been between the two houses, from | mer power of the lords, and are convenient ia 
the beginning of this session, and which we | this particular case, where the oficuce is new; 
doubt not but shaH cuntinue to the end. That] tor, before this act, there was ucither punish- 
what hath been desired in your Petition, con- | ment tor this oitcnce, nor the offence to be 
cerning Pupish Recusants, is wholly allowed | punished. 4th. The reserving the punishinent 
and approved of; our hearts do go alung with | of those, who, at this ume, are assistanis to 
‘what is propounded by the commons. But] the higher house, is uo deroganou to that 
that our way in judicature, us they know, is, ty | house; tur they have no inherent right of 
proceed upon oath, and to hear the party's de- | bemg assistants, as the lurds have of being 
tence, which the shortness of time in this case, | members of the buuse; und this is done by 
can by no means permit. ‘That it we should | till wherein the lords join, Sth. For that 
publickly go in @ committec of both houses to | the Jords are joined with the commons in the 
the king, we should strike deep into the repu- | commission, the account is to be joint; and 
tation of the partics concerned, and give his | thereture it is not possible to sever them from 
may. and the whole world, occasion to think; | the commons, becaw3e the account would be 
That we did both judge and condemn betore | lame and impertect.—All which the Judges 
me had heard. Notwithstanding, we do in- | bumwbly subuuit to thou lordslips judgment.” 


nn 
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The Protestation of the Lords in consequence 


thereof.] These Resolutions were approved of 


by the house; but the lords thought tit to enter 
@ protestation m their Journal Book, before 
the Subsidy bill was read a third time; which 
was to this purpose: ‘ Forasimuch as this pre- 
gent act ot Subsidy from the temporality, is, 
in many things, ditferent trom the antient usual 
forin ot a Subsidy bill; and because something 
contained in the said act, may, in time to come, 


be construed either to lessen the jurisdiction’ 
of the one house, or add to the jurisdiction of 


the other, more than hath been used, or here- 
tofore admitted: therefore the lords spiritual 
and temporal, in the higher house of par. 
now assembled, do hereby declare and pro- 
nounce, and cause this protestation to be 
entered on record in the rolls of this parlia- 
ment. That no words, matter, or thing, in this 
act contained, shall hereatter be taken or con- 
strucd tu give or take any jurisdiction, power, 
privilege, or authority to or from either of the 


said houses of parliament; but that either of 


them shall, severaily and dividedly, hold, use, 
and enjoy such and the same hberties, privi- 
leses, powers, and jurisdictions as heretofore; 
they, or cither of them, respectively had; any 
thing in this uct to the contrary notwithstand- 
day.” 

Debate on the Subsidy Bill in the Commons.} 
It may not be amiss, in this place, to look back 


. into the Journals of the Commons, this session, 


for the first motions of a Snpply in that house. 
We are told that the king’s demands to support 
the state, in case of a war with Spain, &c. on 
the breach of the treaties, was a supply of 6 
Subsidies and 12 Fifteeuths. Outhe 19 March, 
the Commons went upon this demand, and 
the heads of a long debate is entered in the 
subsequent Journal of this session. In one 
speech of sir Edw, Coke’s, is a calculation 
what the whole sum of such a grant would 
amount to. He estimated that one Subsidy 
frown the laity would’ come to 70,0001, and a 
fifteenth to S0,0001, a Subsidy from the Clerey 
to 20,0001. the total of which, multiplied by 
the number of them demanded, would amonne 
to 900,0001. almost a miltion, which was more, 
he said, than all England could raise, with any 
convemency.—After ‘alinost two days debate 


the bouse came to the following Resolution 


upon the question, without one negative voice, 
e That after his maj. shall have been pleased to 
declare himsel’ fur the utter dissolution of the 
two Treaties, for the Marriage and the Palati- 
mate; the honse, in pursuit of their advice 


‘given to his maj. and towards the support of 


the war which is likely to ensue; and,- more 


poo tor these four points proposed by 


is maj. namely, the defence of this Realn; 
the securing of dreland; the assistatce of eur 


_ geighbours, the states of the United Provinces, 


and other his may.’s Alhes; with the fittiog out 


present, 3 Su sites, with 3° Pitteenths’ and 
Teuths, to be levied tu sach time and manner 


and to he paid into the hands, and expended 
by the direction of such cuminissioners, as 
shali hereafter be agreed on in this present 
session of parl.” and, by a subsequent resolu» 


‘tion, nem. con. the same day, it was agreed, 


“That these 3 Subsidies, Fifteenths and 
Tenths, shall be paid within the space of one 
“his atter the king hath declared himself.” 

pon the delivery of this proposition to the 
king, it was agrecd to by him; atterwards the 
Treaties were broke, as hath been mentioned, 
and the Commons went upon framing a bill to 
raise the Supply and name comunissioners to 
be the managers of it: which being a thing 
hitherto unprecedented, and what no crowne 
head ever granted betore, occasioned the dis 
pute i the house of lords before related.—But 
to proceed with the Lords Journals. 

Resolutions of the Lords as to Matters ef 
Privilege.| May 28. ‘Yhe Earl Marshal, from 
the committee for searching. precedents to 
sustain the privileges, &c. of the house, made 
the following Report; 


“¢ How far the Privileges of the Nobility de 
clearly extend, concerning the Freedom of 
their Servants and Followers from Arrests, 


To all their menial servants and those of 
their family, and also those employed, neces- 
sarily and properly, about their estates as well 
as their persons.—This freedom to continue 
20 days before and after every session; in 
which time the lords may conveniently go home 
to their houscs in the most remote parts of the 
kingdom.—That all the lords, atter the end of 
this session, be very careful in this point, and. 
remember the ground of this privilege; which 
was, only, in regard they should ‘not be ‘dise 
tracted, by the trouble of their servants, from 
attending the serious affairs of the kingdom: 
that therefore they will not pervert that privilege 
to the public mjustice of the kingdom, which 
was given them, chiefly, that the whole realm 
might, in this high court, draw the clear hght 
of justice from them. In which case, every 
one ought rather to keep far within, than any 
wav exceed their due limits.—That hereafter, 
before any person be sent for in this kind, the 
lord whom he serves shall, either by himself ov 
by his letter, or by some message, certify the 
house upon his honour, that the person arrested 
is with:n the limits of the privilege before ex- 
pressed.—And, for the particulars, they must 
be left to the judement of the house, as the 
case shall come in question; wherein the-house 
wants no means, as well by oath as without, to 
find out the true nature of the servant’s quality 
m his lord’s service. Thereupon, if it be 
adjudged by the house contrary to the true. 
intenf, auy member whatsoever must not think 
it strange, if in such-a case, both himself suffer 
revreof, as the house shall think fit, and his 
scrvaat recelve no benefit by the privileze, bat 


of his maj.’s roval navy, will grant, for the | pay the fees; becanse the justice of the king- 


dam miust he pregerred before any personal 
respect, and none to be spared that shall offend 


as they shall be pleased attcrwards to appoint; alter so fair a warning,”—@Qniered to be obe 


we 
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served accordingly, with this alteration, viz. 
“This freedom tu begin with the date of the 
writ of summons, and to continue 20 days 
after every, session of parhament.” 

Order of the Lords. concerning Judicature. | 
The Earl Marshal also reported, That the lords 
of the coinmittee had thought this order proper 
concerning Judicature, viz.“ The lords of the 
_ high court of part. do hold it fit to consider uf 
some Orders ve the trials of such persons as 
shall hereafter be brought before them, and 
_ come to Judicature: but the session being 

‘soon to end, at this time, their lordships think 
it fit to declare now in general, That as this 
court Is the highest trom whence others ought 
to draw their light, so they do intend the pro- 
ceedings thereof shall be most clear and equal ; 
as well on the one side, in finding out offences 
where there is just ground, as, on the other 
side, in affording all just means of defence to 
such as shall be questioned, For the particu- 
lars, they do at this time order, That in all 
cases of moment the defendants shall have 
copies of all depositions, both pro & contra, 
after the publication, a convenient time before 
hearing, to preparethemselves: And also that 
if the defendants shall demand it of the house 
in due ume, they shall have learned counsel to 
assist them in their defence, whether they be 
able, by reason of liculth, to answer in person 
or not, so as they chuse council void of just ex- 
ception ; and, ifsuch council shall refuse them, 
they are to be assigned as the court shall 
think fit. This thar lordships do, because in 
all cases, ag well civil, criminal and capital, 
they hold that all lawful helps cannot, before 
Just judges, make une that is guilty avoid jus- 
tice; and, onthe other side, according to his 
majesty’s most gracious speech, * God detend 
that an tunocent man should be condemned.’ 
Likewise for calling a member of this house to 
the bar, their lordships hold it fit to be very 
well weighed, at what tine and for what causes 
it shall be; and therefore the time being now 
short, precedents are to be Jooked out, and this 
to be considercd of at the next meeting.” 

" Petition of the Commons to the King, com- 
plaining of divers Grievances.] The following 
Petition to the King, from the House of Come 
mons, complaining of divers Grievances occa- 
sioned ‘by Monopolies, &c. is taken trom a 
Collection of Speeches, &c. in 1623 and 1624, 
communicated by the Rev. Dr. Zachariah 
Grey to the Editors of the “ Parliamentary or 
Constitauonal History of England.” This Mamu- 
script, apparently in the hand-writing of those 
times, the Doctor calls “ Capt. Wingate’s Ma- 
nuscript.”—The Petition is without date; but 
it seems to have been presented to the King 
just before the conclusion of this session, be- 
eause his Majesty’s Speech, as the reader will 
perceive, is, in some measure, an Answer to it. 

‘‘ Most Gracious Sovereign, We your most 
loyal and loving subjects the Commons, by 
your royal authority assembled out of all the 
perts of your realm of England, in this present 
parl. as well out of dutues and zeal tg your 

Vou. I 
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majesty, as out of the sense of that just gricf 
wherewith your subjects are yenerally atHictcd, 
do, in all humility present the Complaint of 
the Commons of your realin against those 
Grievances ensuing to your vracious view, 
humbly and instantly praying due redress 
thereof, 

“© !rsH.—Whereas upon divers sugvestions, 
und to set turward the plantation in Ne w-Eng- 
land, your maj. did grant your letters patent, ° 
bearing date the $rd of Nov. in the 18th year 
of your reigu, unto sir Ferdinand Gorges, and 
other patentecs, whereby your ina). prohibited 
all your subjects to visit the coast, without the 
licence of the patentees; and, by pretext 
thereof, your muj.’s subjects bave been inter- 
rupted to fish in the main sea upan the same 
cuasts: in which letters patent it is further 
contained, ¢ That if any of your subjects should 
offend contrary to the same, they should forfeit’ 
their ships and yoods, the one moiety thereof 
to your maj. and the otber moicty to the pa- 
tentees.’? Now, in respect the trade of Fish- 
ing is a most bencticial trade to this realin for 
the increase of shipping, navigation, and mari- 
ners, and the bringing in of bullion and victuals 
to a very great ycarly value and supply; and 
yet the tree exercise thereof is restrained by 
the said letters patent, contrary to law, and to 
the gencral damage of this realm; atid foras- 
much as the said Grievance was complained 
of, and examined by and before the Commons 
in this present par. and the said sir F. Gorges 
who undertook the dcfence thereof, for hime- 
self and other the said patentees, being called 
hereunto, and at several days deliberated aud 
fully heard therein, by himselfand his learned 
counscl, could not defend the same ; und yet the 
premises, notwithstanding your loving subjects 
may be hereafter vexed as heretofore they have 
been, by colour of the said patents, so fur as 
they concern the prohibinon of tree fishing, 
and the incidents thereunto, and the confisca- 
tion of ships and goods, and all} restraints and 
penalties therein contained, concerning free 
Fishing, and which may hinder the saine, to be 
utterly void and against your laws, and never 
hereatter ta be put im execution.” 

“ Gop Wire-Drawers.—Whereas, within 
the city of London, there was an ancient art and 
trade of Gold Wire-Drawing, exercised by di- 
vers, being members of the corporation of gold- 
smiths of London, whereby they maintained 
not only themselves and tlcir families, but also 
set many other persons on. work, until one 
Matthias Fowle and others (men never bound, 
apprentices in the said trade according to the 
law) obtained from your maj. letters patent, 
bearing date 14th of June, in the 2ist year of 
your reign; whereby they were incorporated 
by the names of Gold Wire-drawers of the 
city of London, the governor, the assistant, and — 
commonality, upon suggestion that they would 
import from foreign parts, to be converted ine 
to, current coin of this kingdom, so much foreign 
gold ‘and silver coin and bullion, as should 
countervail the bullion they should use in mak- 
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ing Gold Wire and other manufacturers; and 
also the sume Gold Wire should be of a sufti- 
cient goodness, and sold at the like or cheaper 
rates ilan the same was before the said new 
corporation: and, by the said letters patent, the 
said Gold Wire-Drawers, anciently brought up 
to aud using the sai trade, were prohibited to 
use or exercise the same anymore. And fur- 
ther, your maj. by the said letters patent, at the 
prayers of the persons so newly incorporated, 
did inpose 6d. upon every ounce of gold wire 
that shouid be made or sold by them within 
this ream, The bumble Petition of your sub- 
jects is, That your maj. will be graciously pleas- 
ed to publish and declare the same accordingly, 
and that the said letters patent should never 
hereafter be put in execution.” 

“ CONCEALMENTS AND DEFECTIVE TITLES, 
—Aud whereas your maj. of your blessed dis- 
position, taking care of the quiet and ease 
of your subjects, who had been intolerably 
vexed by comptrojlers or oversecrs of defective 
‘Titles under your great scal, forbid all men to 
propound or offer to sue for any such lands, 
tor that in your royal judgment they were 
things fit to be measured by the rules of your 
ijaj.'s own conscience; yet sir John Towns- 
hend,knt. not regarding your maj.’s royal com- 
mandwent, hath, by colour of his Ictters patent, 
obtained since your maj.’s said prohibition, of 
15 hospitals employed for the furtherance and 
relief of old, poor, and impotent people, and 
many other lands and tenements in divers 
countics and parts of your realm,in the pos- 
session of your subjects, extremely vexed? by 
unjust suits in your maj.’s name; and otherwise 
the governors and poor of the said hospitals, 
and other your ma}.’s subjects, to their great 
charge and hindrance, and almost undoing. 
Our humble Petition to your maj. is, That the 
said letters patent, for the causes aforesaid, 
may be called in, and cancelled; and that the 
said sir Jobn, and all claiming under him, may 
he by your maj. prohibited to vex or trouble 
any of your maj.’s subjects, by pretext or co- 
Jour of the same.” \ 

‘© BrizFs.—And whereas licenses under 
the seal, to gather monies of your subjects, 
to persons pretending losses by fire or otherwise 
be against the statute in that case made and 
provided, are grown to such excessive numbers, 
that many mischiefs and inconveniences there- 
upon ensue, in ail parts of your realm. Our 


Suit to your maj. is, That the statute in that 
- ease made may be observed, and that nusuch 


licenses may be hereafter granted.” 
. “ ApOTRECARIES.— Whereas the Apotheca- 
ries ef the city of London have been anciently 


- members of the company of grocers of the same 


city; and whcreas the said grocers did, and do, 
tar exceed the number of Apothecaries, and 
did even buy and sell all manner of drugs as 
well as apothecaries, which drugs at several 


_ times of the year, were, by the president and 


censor of the college of the physicians, search- 
ed and viewed whether the same were useful 
eraot; and whereas as well the said grocers 


2s others did use to distill all kinds of waters,a 
great part whereof was transported beyond the 
seas, to your maj.’s great and yearly benefit; 
the said Apothecarics, without consent of the 
said grocers, obtained letters patent, bearing 
date 6th of Dec. in the 15th year of your ma),’a 
reign, whereby the said Apothecaries are in- 
corporated and divided from the company of 
grocers; by colour of which said letters patent, 
the apothecaries have appropriated to them- 
selves the whole buying and selling of all drugs, 
and the whole distillation and selling of all 
waters within the said city and 7 miles there- 
about ; which dividing of the apothecaries from. 
the grocers without tbeir consent, and the ape - 
propriating of the distillation of the said waters 
unto the apothecaries,. and the sole selling 
thereof by them, is against the law, to the 
impoverishing of many persons and their fami- 
lies. Your loyal suljects, therefore humbly 
pray your maj. graciously to be pleased to de- 
clare the said letters patent to be void, and 
that the same shall not hereatter be put into 
execution. 

“WINTERTONNESS LiGHTS.— Whereas by an 
act of parl. power and authority to erect bea- 
cons, marks, and signs for the sea, was given to 
the master, wardens, and assistants of the Tri- 
nity House, as to men skilful and expert in thas 
behalf; and whereas, at the earnest request of 
the seafaring men passing hy the coasts of, 
Norfolk, they, at their own costs and charges, 
erected a sign for the sea, commonly called.s 
Light House, of stone, at Wintertonness in 
Nortolk, and agreed to take, and did take, but 
6d. for every 20th chaldron of coals of sbips 
passing that way. Se itis that sir John Mel- 
drum, upon suggestion that there was want of 
a light-house at Wintertonness, obtained of 
your maj. letters patent, to erect 2 light-house 
there, which letters being made upon that 
consideration, were void in law; for that there 
had Leena light-house there by the space of 
half a year, or thereabouts: and though it 
were true, as sir John pretended, that he had 
petitioned to your maj. for erection of a light- 
house, before the said light-house of stone was 
erected, yet the said letters patent are void in 
law, for that they of the Trinity-House, having 
authority as is. aforesaid by act of pari. didt 
before the said Ictters patent, erect a light- 
house as is aforesaid ; where they of the Tri 
nity did take but 6d. for every 20 chaldron of 
coals, the said sir Jobn by colour of the said 
letters patent, for every 20 chaldron of coals, 
hath fake 3s. 4d. and will not suffer the ships 
to make their entries, or take cocquets, before 
they pay the said excessive duty of 3s, 4d. ta 
the intolerable damage and loss of your sub- 
jects, he hath taken after the rate of 3s, 4d. of 
divers seafearing men, that sail not that way, . 
nor in their course could take any benefi of 
the said light-house. Qur humble Petition 3, 
That your maj. will be pleased to. publish the 
said letters patent to be void in law, and to 
command that they be po more put M Site 
cution,” 
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 Sre Srsonp Harvy.—The said sir Simond | as well to your maj, as to all and every of your 
Harvy, of his own authority, made warrants to | subjects, for all prisoners committed to the said 


divers constables of the county of Herttord for 
takiog malt for your maj.’s provision; which, 
by colour thereof, was taken accordingly, and 
paid not such prices for the same as, if the 
taking had been lawful, they ought to have re- 
ceived. He, in your maj.’s name, likewise 


_ caused to be taken pf Quested, a fishmonger of | 


London, a great quantity of lings for his maj.’s 
provision, where he ought nt to have taken the 
same, and yet paid not theretor, as if the taking 
had been lawful, he ought to have done. He 
hath, wittingly and willingly, over-charged di- 
vers counues, as Hertfordshire, Essex, and 
Hampshire, with carriages for your maj. be not 
finding any or proportionable carriages for such 
cowities as bad compounded; whercby your 
maj.’s subjects were grievously oppressed. 
Whereas the words of composition and cove- 
nant tor purveyance of oxen, &c. be, § That 
all undertakers should have sheir monics im- 
mediately upon the delivery of their provisiuns, 
the undertakers of Buckinghamshire, Berkshire, 
Herefordshire, Gloucestershire, Lancashire, 
Cheshire, Yorkshire, Wiltshire, and many other 
counties, having delivered good and serviceable 
oxen, &c. and so allowed by your maj.’s offi- 
cers, and going to sir Simon, with a debenture 
for money, was answered, ‘ That they could 
have nonc;’ to the extreme hinderance of all, 
and the utter undoing of séme of them; where- 
as, before sir Simon becaine officer, they were 
duly paid according to the said composition.— 
It hath been testilicd unto us, that 20001, will 
not set your hon. household in sv good case 
and order as it was before he caine to inter- 
meddle with the same;-for before his tine, 
your maj. bad usually in store 500 quarters of 
wheat, 200 oxen, 2000 muttons, 5000!. in hay 
and oats, and other provisions ; whereas now 
your maj. hath none, or very little; for he 
takes this course, that he selleth the good and 
fat oxen and muttons, and buying meat from 
the butchers, many times your household hath 
been very ili served, to the great dishonour of 
your maj. And, to shew the bad disposition 
of this needy person, the said sir Simon hath, 
cunningly and treacherouslvy, cozened and 
cheated Liekland, one of your maj.’s servants, 
of 5301. We your humble subjects that are 
ever, and shall be, sensible both of your maj.’s 
honour and profit, thought it our bounden du- 
ties to inform your maj. of these particulars, 
not having time to examine any more, to the 
end that the said sir Simot may (to terrify 
others offending in the like) receive condign 
pdnisiment, according to thé merit and justice 
of his cause.” | 

“ GaoLts.—Whereas, hy the common laws 
and statutes of this realm, thé custody, rule, 
keeping, and charge of every of your maj.’s 
common gaols, prisons, and prisoners, in every 
county within this your realm of England, doth 
‘belong to the sheriff of the said county, as in- 
cident to his office; and the said sheriff only, 


dnd vo more; is accountable and answerable; 


gavls, and is to pay and satisty ull the debts 
and damages, for which any prisoner is there- 
unto co:nmitted, if he, by any means, escape 
out of the same; and theretore all grants of 
the custody of such gaols made by your maj.’s 

redecessors, kings or queens of this reahn, 
hive heretofure, in the time of queen Eliz. by 
the resolution of the judges, been deciared to 
be void. And whereas, also, in your maj,’s 
counties of York and Lancaster, and other 
counties of this realm, where common gvols 
have not been erected by statute im other 
places, then your maj.’s castles, the common 
gnols of every county have been kept in some 
uf your maj.’s own castles, of which castles, as 
well as of the gagly thereiu, the sheritf of the 
said county fur the time being hath had the 
custody under your inaj. or your predecessors, 
kings or queens of this realin, as belonging to 
his sherittwick ; and thereture all letters patent, 
and grants of the custody of any common gaol 
in any county of this realin, made to other per- 
son or persons for life or years, than the sheriff 
of the said county, in the tine of Hen. 7. have 
been declared to be utterly void. Therefore vour 
maj.’s most loyal subjects of your commons 
honse of parl. inost humbly beseech your inaj. 
that it would please your highness, out of your 
2eal to public justice, tu revoke and make void 
all letters patent and grants of the custody of 
any common gaol, in any county of this realm, 
made to other person or persons than the 
sheriff of the said county for the time being, 
And that, of your royal grace, it would hke- 
wise please your maj. that the sheritls of the 
said counties of York aud Lanca-ter, and of 
all nther counties where the common gaol of 
the county hath been usually heretoture, and 
still is, kept in some of your miaj.’s castles tn 
the said counties, may have the custody of 
these castles, as belonging to their othice, for 
the necessary service of your maj. and general 
good of the commouwealth, fur the due keep- 
ing of all prisoners in the said counties.” 

“« Sea-Coats. — Whereas it pleased your 
maj. the @2nd day of Sept. in the 21st year of 
yous happy reign over us, to grant unto sir 
Rob. Sharpleigh, knt. and Alex. Hetley, esq. a 
patent of surveying ships of Newcastle Coals, 
with a fee of 3d. upon the great chaldron; and 
whereas, likewise, it pleased your maj. by sir 
John Sucklyng, knt. comptroller of your ma)j’s 
household, and a member of our house, to in- 
timate unto us your gracious intention to have 
the said letters patent considered upon by your 
privy council, between this and the next sese 
sion of parl. according to a clause in the said 
letters patent contained; and thereupon, out ~ 
of your princely cave, to provide against any 
inconvenience that might grow to your sub- 
jects thereby, we your maj.’s most loyal and 
dutiful cominons, with all humble thankfulness, 
acknowledging your maj.’s most princely grace 
and justice, aed accounting it a singular ip- 
piness to live under the govt. of a king $0 just, 


\ 
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and ready to hear the grief and complaint of ; 
his poor subjects, have nevertheless thought it | 
our duties, and agreeable to the fundamental | 
rights and liberties of parl. more fully at this | 
time to make known unto your maj. the just | 
gricvance of your people, by and upon occa- , 


sion of his patent, whereof your maj. can no 


ways be so properly, truly, and thoroughly ine j 
forined as your commons asseinbled in part, | 
May it therefore please your maj. to take no- ' 


tice that this patent is not only in itself unlaw- 
ful, as being grounded upon many untrue sug- 


5 anna and burdensome unto your people in 


aying a new charge upon them without com- 
mon consent; but tends also to the great de- 
cay of the navigation of this kingdom, and to 
the great diminution of a prolit which your 


. Majesty receiveth upon Newcastle Coals; the 


trade whercof, by-occasion of this new of- 
fice, hath been, and is like to be, interrupted; 
and we do plainly find that this patent, in con- 
sequence, 1s of a very dangerous nature, and 
reacheth to the subversion of the property, 
which your subjects, by the laws of your king- 
dom, have, and of right ought to have, in their 
goods and estates, amounting, in effect, to an 
Imposition upon a native and necessary com- 
modity to be expended within this realin, which 
your maj. hath been pleased, in open parl. to 
disclaim any right at all unto, and graciously 
to protest, that you did abhor either to express 
or claim any such powcr; it being the un- 
doubted right of your subjects, that no burden 
of this kind be laid upon them without their 
own voluutary consent in parl, Whercfore, 
in all humbleness, we do, upon this occasion, 
present unto your sacred wisdom, our most jnst 
complaints and fears; herein, most humbly 
and instantly, beseeching your gracious good- 
ness to secure the hearts of your loving sub- 
ects against this and the like in time to come, 

y being pleased to take such a course for the 
calling in of that patent, as to your princcly 
wisdom you shall think most fit; aud we are 
full of hope, that, out of your further grace, 
you will be pleased to make known to your 
whole kingdom, your just indignation and dis- 
pleasure against such as shall presume to offer 
to your maj. any suit of this nature.” 

““ Popisa Books.—That whereas your most 
excellent maj. at the humble petition of your 
Jords and commons in this present parl. assem- 
bled, (see p. 1410), hath, to the great comfort 
ot all your religious and well-atfected subjects, 
by your proclamation, banished all Jesuits and 
Priests out of these your dominions, at a day 
ceriain, not to return under such pains as, by 
the laws now in force, are justly to be imilicted ; 
that, nevertheless, it is apparent, that the said 
turbulent and ill-affected persons, the better to 
insinuate themselves, and those of their faction, 
m the favours and good opinion of such as, of 
meaner judgment and meaner capacities, have 
of late, more than heretofore, taken the bold- 
ness to divulge and disperse sundry popish, se- 
ditivus, and pestilent Books and Pamphlets 
throughout all the parts of this your kingdom, 


whereof there is a catalogne extant in print of 
150 at the least, printed and published here 
within this 2 ar 3 years, besides no small num- 
ber of that kind daily imported from parts be- 
yond the seas, and ordinarily sold and vended 
amowgst us; by meang whereof they endeavour 
not only to corrupt the youth of this reahn, to 
deprave and scandalize the true religion -here 
established, and to advance the power and au- 
thority of the see of Rome; but, as much as. 
in them licth, to withdraw the hearts of your 
faithtul and loyal subjects from their due obc- 
dience to your royal maj. May it therefore 
please your maj. at the humble suit of your 
Commons in this present parl. assembled, in a 
cause so highly concerning the glory of Gud, 
the preservation of your maj.’s person, religivu, 
and estate, that such speedy course may be 
taken for the suppressing of all such seditious 
and Popish Books and Pamphicts, and to pre- 
vent the printing and importing of any such as, 
in your maj.’s royal judgment, shall seem most 
meet and convenient; and that the laws in 
force against the offenders may be put im exce 
cution.”” ! 

“ Bcuriprnc.~Whereas your maj. amongst 
many of your royal favours and gracious pro- 
mises, offered vour loval subjects, upon consi- 


-deration of'a Petition of Grievance presented to 


your maj. in the 8th year of your happy reign 
over us, by the commons then assembled in 
parl, was pleased to promise that such pro- 
clamations as were then past should be re- 
formed, where cause should be found; and 
that, for the future time, none should be made, 
but such as should stand with the former laws 
and statutes of this kingdom, and such as, in 
cases of necessity, your royal progenitors had 
used in times of the best and happy govt. of this 
realm. Nevertheless, some of the suid pro- 
clamations, then complained of, stand in force, 
and have been oftentimes since (by other pro- 
clamations touching the said former proclama- 
tions) precedents to warrant the latter ; amongst 
which we present to your princely wisdom the 
several proclamations concerning Buildings; 
which is a great grievance to the freedom and 
state of the subjects, in that they cannot re- 
pair or amend their houses in London, or 
within the distance of 5 miles of any of the 
gates of the said city, being their inheri- 
tance, without the licence and. allowance of 
certain of your maj,.’s commissioners, under 
danger of the censure of the Star-Chamber, as 
appeareth by divers proclamations made in 
that behalf; and, namely, by one dated the 
17th day of July, in the 18th year of your reign. 
—And the grievance at this time is so much 
the greater, by reason that the state of the city 
generally is poor, and hath now many payments 
to your maj.; and this great restraint will in 
a short time be a great cause of their further 
impoverishing ; and many men that are able ta 
repair, and are not able to build, and some that 
have intended to build part of their houses have 
been enforced to pull down the rest, and newer 
build the rest, to their utter undoing; whercas 
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the same, with small reparations, would have 

conuynued many years.—And your subjects 

further shew, Phat many carpenters, plasterers, 

siniths, and other handieratt men, are in great 
distress tur want of work,-and diversotthe said « 
workmen have becn taken trom = their work, | 
and committed to prisun, and so torced to | 
Jeave their wives and children to parishes: and ; 
that thereby the subjects are debarred the ; 
common law of this land between the landlord | 
and tensnts, which are now censured by the . 
Cominons who have set down what charge the 
Jord and tenant shall be atin building and re- 
puir.ng their honses, We theretore, your maj.’s 
humble subjects, the Commons in this pari. 

assembled, do humbly desire your may. ta de- | 
clare your royal pleasure, that the said procla- 


mations, and commissions thereupon, concern- 
ing Buildings, and repairing of Buildings, be 
void, and shail no farther be putin execution.” 
© Dr. Axton.—Whereas complaint hath 
been made to his maj.’s Commons, now assem- 
bled in park. against dr. Anion, president in 
Corpus Christi college, in Ostord, of sundry 
misdemeanors in governing the said college, 
and other erroneous and scandalous otlences, 
unworthy of his degree, caliing, and place ; 
which, upon examination betore them, have 
appeared in the greatest part, to be truc. 
Forasmuch as nothing can be nvwre agreeable to 
your maj.’s great wisdom and knowledge, than 
to have the particular care of the advancement 
of learning; nor to your goodness, to have a 
special revard of the government of youth in 
your two famous Universities, as well tor reli- 
gion, as for other important cmployments in 
the state, Your most duutul Commons, in all 
humbleness, beseechetb your most excellent 
maj. that sume course may be taken, accord- 
ing to your princely justice and wisdom, for 
removing the said dr, Amon from the place of 
president in that college.” 

“ Cocrtr or Warps,—Whereas your ma} 
the 11th of Dec, 1618, by your commission un- 
der the great seal, with instructions and direc- 
tions to the inaster and council of the Court of 


care for the good of your subjects, and the 
true answering of your revenues concerning 
wards of Jdiots and lunaticks, established divers 
orders, by advice of your principal judges and 
counsel of the said court; so it 1s that the earl 
of Midulcsex, late master of the wards and 
liveries, procured the said good orders, instruc- 
tions, and directjons to be revoked, and others, 
m lieu thereof, to be made and published, 
concerning, many inconvenient clauses, tending 
to the diminution of your maj,’s revenues, and 
raising a great increase of fces and other charges 
of the subject. Our humble suit to your maj. is, 
That you of your grace and goodness, will be 
pleased, for the better answering of your said 
revenue, and the good ease of your subjects, to 
‘revoke your said late instructions, and to 
re-establish or regulate the former, as in your. 
princely wisdoin you shall think fit.” 

Lhe Speaker's Speech at the Close of the Ses- 


Wards and Liveries, of your royal and special 


sion.) May 29. fis majesty being placed on 
the throne nd the lords in their robes, the 
commons, with their Speaker, sic Tho. Crew, 
were admitted inty the royal presence. ‘The’ 
Speaker came up with great revcrence and low 
obeisance to the king, and being at the bar, 


delivered, say the Lords’ Journals, a learned - 


Speech. Only the heads of it are preserved 
in that work, but the MS, just quoted has it at 
length, as also the Lord Weeper’s Answer: the 
Speaker's speech was as follows: 

‘6 Most Gracious Sovercign; ‘The great and 
mighty God, who is the Alpha and Qinexa, the 
beginning and the end of all things, hath, by 
his good providence, brought his hopeiual entry 
into this parl. to an happy pertod and con- 
clusion, and hath manifested to the Christian 
world a blessed unity and conjunction between 
the head and the incmbers in one heart. In 
the building of the ‘Veinple there was not an 
hammer heard, but all was smoothed, and 
wrought, and prepared by the cunning hand of 
the workmen betore they were laid.—Gud, the 
nuthor of peace and concord, who makes 
choice of a house in the mind, hath so united 
the hearts of both houses in one desire and 
correspondency, that in the great and weighty 
business, wherein your maj. was pleased to 
discern and ask their advice, they have all con- 
curred without a neyative voice; and your 
grace and goodness hath broken forth like 
light, that. have been pleased to follow and 
approve the same, imitating the precept of the 
wise king, Prov. xv. 22. “ Without Counsel 
purposes are disappointed; but inthe multitude 
of ceunsellors they are established.’—In the 
interim of our debates of that important subject, 
we neglected no time, but husbanded it in pene 
ning and passing of bills, and especially those 
that concern the publick good, and will gemain 
to posterity as a memorial of the honour of 
your time, and the weal of your people. It is 
the highest pitch of a true monarchy, and 
greatest of height of vour ontward happiness, 
that you rightfully reign and rule alone, and 
yet that your conmonwealth 1s so compounded 
by the suund laws of the same, that your peo- 
ple have their voice and sutlrage in making and 
altering of luws, which are tho sinews of vour 
govt. that holds the body together; and their 
equal composition and impartial execution 1s a 
principal means, under God, to secure your 
royal person, and to support the state. It is 
the nature of man to be in love with its own 
child; and by this parliamentary way, the 
people are left without excuse, and have their 
mouths closed up, who else inight take oc- 
casion not to be so well satistied. “Lhe bulk of 
these petitions, as some of thein have proceeded 
from your own grace, so now all of them rte 
turn to your gracious acceptation.—But these 
Petitions, be they never so fitly framed, ar: 
judiciously digested; yet, for the part, they 
are but as speculations (yea, that I may use 
the phrase of mine own profession) as ‘Tntante 
in ventre sa metre,’ of whom it inay be truly 
suid, That the chiidren are come to the birth, 


~ 
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but have no strength to be delivered, till your 
maj. breathes life into them; yea, they are 
but as shadows till the royal assent make them 
a body. In the ranking of these Bills, the 
first place is assigned to that which first past, 
and is to prevent and repress disorders in that. 
day which God hath set apart for bis own 
Service and worship; ‘a Jove principium.’ 
Others, to punish and redress profane Cursing 
and Swearing, and the loathsome sin of 
Drunkenness. Another, an Explanation of 
the statute of the 3rd of your maj.’s happy 
reign, to ‘disable Leases of vour own two parts 
of convicted Recusants’ lands, made to the 
beneiit of the recusant, contrary to the true 
intent of the former law, and to revest the 
intercst to your maj. the rather to reduce them 
to conformity and obedience, that have been 
long sick of a spiritual drunkenness.—Other 
Bills of Grace descending from your own 
goodness, that have been graciously pleased, as 
it were, to let fall some leaves from the flowers 
of your crown, tor the ease and benefit of -your 
people, and yet the flower continues fresh and 
entire. One or other hath moved from the 
goodness of our hopetul Prince, to clear doubts 
that might arise upon his highness’s leascs of 
the possessions of the Dutchy of Cornwall 
Jand, und to ratify the same the more to en- 
courage his tenants’ to build. Another, the 
Continuance and establishing of divers Laws 
useful, that were but probations and repeals of 
divers more, that were as snares for greedy in- 
formers to work upon. Others are new reme- 
dies for such mischiets as time hath discovered 
to need redress, These public bills are ac- 
companied witli some private ones, as colleges, 
hospitals, naturalizing your subjects and ser- 
vants, the public bills expecting the joyful voice, 
“Le Roy le veult;’ the private bills attending, 
* Suit tait come ce desire.’—Neither let it seem 
strange to your maj. that in a commonwealth 
60 well compounded, there is yet some expla- 
nation of laws, alteration of some, ‘ Multa dies 
“variusque Jabor, mutabilis qui vetulit in 
melius.’ And the memory still lives of your 
famous progenitor king Edw. [. who, after 
his conquest of Wales, in his pari. saith of the 
laws and customs of that country, ‘quasdem, 
&c.’ * Stability only attends the better life, 
but in all earthly things there is mutation-and 
change.’ And as in the first motion of the 
heavens there daily arise new aspects and con- 
junctions that alter the inferior planets; so,.in 
Uiavdaine and commonwealths, new incon- 
venlences are discerned, and m-ght he dange- 
rous if that they be not prevented. And as 
new diseases m the body require new medi- 
cines, so ncw diseases in the state must be cured 
by the remedy of zood laws. - Yea, in the 
commonwealth of fsrael, which were God’s 
people, and he gave them the law, the doubts 
arising were cleared from God's own mouth by 
Moses; as that for the pumshment of the blas- 
phemer, the gathering of sticks on the sabbath 
day, and the like.—And now, dear and dread 
sovereign, we the knights, citizens, and bur- 
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toe of the commons house of parl. with 
ended knecs of onr hearts, do render all 
Pere thanks to God, and to your maj. his 
leutenant, for the blessing we enjoy in the 
continuance of the Word and Gospel amongst 
us, and our Conscrvauon in true relizion; and 
it is our excceding comfort that no jealousy nor 
mistaking hath bred any ‘rupture or distraction 
amongst us, nor given cause to tell any thing 
in Gath, or in the tents of Ascalon, whereby 
the Phikstines of Rome may rejoice, or the un- 
circumcised priests of Baal triumph ; but that 
the true believers at home, and our neighbours 
and confederates abroad, may rejoice and sing 
a new Song ot Joy, m seeing this happy turn 
to the affairs of Christendom, since our hopes 
ful Prince’s return, God having wrought light 
out of that darkness. ‘ It is the Lord’s doing, 
and let it be marvellous in our eyes.’—But that 
we might he so happy to see the kingdom quiet, 
ard those lucusts the Jesuits and seminary 
Priests, that are enemies to monarchies, and 
wait for opportunity to do mischief, whose 
chief point of learning consists in flattery, and 
dividing of unity; and if this city that is your 
royal chamber, and other parts of your domi 
nions were clear swept, and these Bubylonish 
Achans takeg out of the teuts, vour person and 
state would he more secure, and peace would 
be upon the Israel of God, and your subjects, 
laying aside ‘de Tristibus,” might be more 
chearfully sent home, with that good father st. 
Hillary in their hearts—We do further ao- 
knowledge, with all humbleness and thankful 
Ness, your maj.’s great favour to us, in the 
enjoyment of our antient Privileges, free 
Speech, and Freedom from Arrests and trou- 
bles. And that your maj. hath been graciously 
pleased, at our huinble suit, to give often Access 
to your royal person; and by your own mouth 
made so clear an expression, of a benign inter- 
pretation of our proceedings.—Aad we further | 
do most humbly acknowledge your gracious 
favour, that have, according to the liaitude and 
bounty of your royal heart, and suitable to your 
own greatnces and goodness, inlarged your ge- 
neral free Pardon beyond all times, whereby to 
some, who were dead by the justice of the law, 
a new charter of life and mercy is sealed; to 
others that be outlawed, and forfeited their 
goods, a restitution of grace is granted, old 
debts discharged, and the scores and reckonte 
ings cleared, cancelled, wardships ensuing, 
and not suing of liverics, and autre-le-maynes 
freed. And generally to all relaxation from 
many pains and penalties, to which, by errors 
and nevlizence, they were fallen.—And here, 
we do, in all humbicness, present to your maj. 
a free gift of $ entire Subsidies and 3 entire 
Fifteenths, granted by the temporality, and a 
confirmation of Subsidies granted by the Clergy, 
which we have given with alacrity to those ends 
to which your maj. first propounded; and I 
hope God will direct your maj. to make your 
sword your shricte to put your son-in-law m 
possession of his antient patrimony, or to 
make execution by way of Withernam of 
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another as valuable. God is on our side in a 
good cause, ‘ Frangit et attollit vires in milite 
causa.’—I am out of my element, but the zeal 
and affection to the honour of my sovereiyn, 
aod support of a branch of the royal blocd, 
transports me, and will excuse me; which points 


of Supply no sooner came im proposition, but: 


passed, not one dissenting. ‘ Hilari manu, 
celeri manu;’ and, I may say, ‘ plena manu,’ 
considering the speedy payment in this time of 
decay of trading, and the disva‘ue of the royal 
Eugiish silver mine of wools.— Accept, in some 
sort, dear sovereign, this present tur the pre- 
sent, as a pledge of our unieigned and loyal. 
duties, and a testimony, as well of the pro- 
fessed service of our bodies, as of the entire 
subjection of our hearts. And now that your 
maj. hath given a liberal and lacge Pardon to 
all your people, give me leave to interest myself 
therein, and, with bended knees, to fall down 
at the foot of your favour for a parucular par- 
don, and (quictus esi) that may cover and 
quit my errrors aud detects; since, by the free 
choice of the house, aud your ma)j.’s approba- 
tion, Lunderwent this charge. And that what- 
soever, by my insuthciency and inabilities, bath 
given disadvantage to your service, may, by 
your goodness, be forgotten; and the faithful 
endeavours of your humble subject receive a 
cious acceptation.” 

The King’s Answer.| The King’s Answer to 
the above Speech is very much curtailed in 
Rushworth, and only the heads of it are en- 
entered in the Lords’ Journals. It has, how- 
ever, been recovered from an old Manuscript 
Collection of parliamentary proceedings in this 
and the following reign, communicated by sir 
John Napier, of Bedfordshire, bart. to the 
Editors of the “ Parliamentary or Constitu- 
tional History of England ;” ‘and is as follows: 

«¢ Mr. Speaker, and you the Gentlemen of 
the Lower House; I will begin with the cnd 
of mr. Speaker’s Speech, which was a presen- 
tation of the Subsidies, and the Thanks he gave 
me for allowing you your Privileges and Liber- 
ties, together with the free pardon of his own 
weakness. The Subsidies are granted to my 
grand-children, whose case, I must contess, 1s 
sumewhat desperate : U pray God I may sce 
- that good end thereof that I wish, for I know 
not how it may please God to dispose of those 
things, whether peaceably, or by force, it may 
please him to repay upto me the wrong done 
unto them. But, as I said at first, so [ pray 
again, I desire not to live; nay, I wish to God 
never to have been born, rather than such a 
blot should lie on me, as not to hope to see a 
restoration of the Palatinate, or at least a pos- 
sibility of it, before God close up mine eyes. 
And [ bave sworn, that all you have allowed 
for the business, shall only and wholly be em- 
ployed for that end; and, as God shall judge 
my soul, I never had any other mecning, if I 
bad not been bound and limited thereunto. 
- But as, on the other side, I assure mvself, that, 
as yourselves will confess, here is nothing given 


for the relief of my estate, which all parlia- 


ments were wont to consider of; especially 
one that has lived in that necessity, and has 
had less supply from my people, than any of 
my predecessurs, 1 know not how many hun- 
dred times betore: so I assure you on the 
other side, you shall have a vew session in the 
beginnipg of uext winter, that then you may 
meet toycther, and consider how to supply my 
particuiar wants; and if you will be caretul in 
this, as 1 assure myself you will, Twill only 
einploy it to the advancement of such govern- 
meut among you, as shail Lecome aking, and 
to the increase more and wore of the service of 
God, and restoring the patrimony of my chile 
dren.—tor the other point, I have reason, and 
truly, without compliment I do it, to thank 
you for my own person, and your particular 
hehaviour to me at this time ; coucerning which 
I must needs say, that in all this cession, nei- 
ther in any days was it heard of; and, I thiuk - 
it is without example, that ever Lower House 
sat with that continual obedience to my person 
and honour; for in all your actions, you have 
given more true demonstrations hereof, than 
ever was given heretoforg hy Lower House: and 
for matter of scandal, it was no sooner moved. 
among you, but it was dashed; avoning all 
occasions that might be a blot of offence be- 
tween me and my people ; for which, as I said 
before, so now again, I thank you, without fure 
ther compliment; and if it shall please you, 
when you shall return, to go on this way, this 
parl. shall be crowned with the greatest happi- 
ness that ever was held by a king.— But I muse 
admonish you of some few things, and that I 
pray you take in good part. And that as touch- 
ing Grievances, mr. Sollicitor made mention of 
some yesterday, when 1 was eee as I said 
to some of you; so now speak I to all of you, 
that you be not too ready to hunt out Griev- 
ances, where there is no cause; for may say 
this, and say truly, that I never saw parl. that 
had lesser and smnaller matter of grievances 
than you have had; I find most of them to be 
slight ones, which indeed makes my heart jo- 
vial. Now, as concerning your Grievances, be 
careful to present such as shall be general 
touching the commonwealth, trading, and cor- 
porations; and as it lies not.in your power to 
raise and create Grievances, but upon just. 
cause; so again you ought not to conclude or 
determine, and remedy, without first lettin 
me have the hearing and allowing of it. 
will go through all vour Grievances, and weich 
them fully; and, when I have done, you shali 
have a clear Answer to them, such a one ag 
shall be agreeing to justice, and convenient to 
meet with the present necessities of my people. 
No Courtier’s particular good shall be prefer- 
red to the subjects requests in general; and 
herein I will not take advice of inyself, but I 
will canvass the business with the help of my 
aise council, aod the judges suns of the 
aw. But now, amongst other grievances, I 
must tell yeu some of my grievances: one is 
concerning the manner and form of Buildings 
here jn London; you have made a Grievance 
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of it, and [am justly grieved at it; for, I pro- 
test to God, it hath been my only aim ever 
since Il came into England, to make the city 
of Londou, the metropolis, the mother city of 
England; that [ may say with the emperor, 
T had it straminiuin, but LT leave it marmoreum, 
T care not for the grudges of many particular 
‘men, that are m very deed a shame to this: 
kingdom. = LE marvel inuch you should condemn 
the commission, without hearing the commussi- 
oners: if they be tuo strict in their ports, I 
p-ay you complain to me, and I will redress it, 
and give you ease. God knows I have no 
other end thercin, but the welfare and honour 
of the kingdom.—Another cause of Grievance 
is concerning dr. Anion, master of Corpus 
Christi Col:eve in Oxtord, whom you have call- 
ed in question touching Church Matters: you 
chad ull of you, at the beginning of this parl. 
taken the oaths of allegiance and supremacy, 
whereby you have acknowledged me supreme 
head in ecclesiastical matters. 1 have referred 
that matter to the bishop of Winchester, who 
is visitor of that colicge, upon whose learning, 
gravity, and picty, I wil rely in this case.— 
Another Grievance of mine is, that you have 
condemned the Patents of the Apothccaries in 
London. Timyselt did devise that corporation, 
and do allow it. The grocers, who complain 
of it, are but merchants; the mystery of these 
apothecaries, were belonging to apothecanes, 
wherein the grocers are unskiltul; and there- 
ture F ubiak it fitting they should be a corpora- 
uion of themselves. ‘They bring home rotten 
wares trom the Indies, Persia, and Greece; 
and here, with their imxtures, caake waters, 
and sell such as belong to apothecaries, und 
think no man must controu! them, because 
they are nut apothecaries.—Another Griev- 
ance is concerning Books seditious and hereti- 
cal, Jtisa shame that England should be the 
only place in the world to honour such books 
both popish on the one side, and puritan on 
the other: but, tor this, I will provide there 
shait be such overseers, that may prevent their 
coming into print, aud those that are in print 
already, to suppress them, No man shall be 
more desirous to fulfil your desire in this point 
thaa Lwill.—aAnd lastly, touching mv Patents 
i ecneral, | am grieved that you have called 
thein in and condemned them upon so short 
examination. I contess | mizht have passed 
suine upon false sugeestion and wrong intor- 
mation; but you are not to recall them before 
they be examined by the judges, And here I 
have heard it complained of by divers of 
my learned counsel ia the law, that you will 
from time to time, delaying the patentees, still 
call for patents without just ground; and so 
put the subjects still to more charge, and so 
consequently put ascorn upon my lens 
Theretore I advise you to be careful, that you 
have a good ground before you call for your 
patents, that you do not defraud the patentees ; 
bercupon falls out that which I spake to the 
fuce cf many here present, the Lawyers, of all 
sLe people of the land, are the greatest Griev- 
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ance to my subjects ; fur when the case is sood 
for neither party, yet it proves good and bene- 
ficial to them: tlerefore this [ say to you when 
you judge of patents. hear patiently, say not 
presently, itis against the law, for patents are 
not to be judged unlawful by you.—I must first 
believe invsclf and my council, and then you 
are to give your opinions of the conveniences 
that may ensue thereupon. And now I pray 
you take In good part ny thanks and admoni- 
tions both; and [ assure myself vou will take 
inv fatherly admonitions, as well as my thanks, 
in good part, as vou ought to do from a king, 
who ever was, and sull will be the father of 
your country.” ; 

The Lord Keeper's Answer to the Speaker's 
Speech.] Then the Lord Keeper, conterring 
first (as the manner is) with his majesty, ad- 
dressed the Speaker thus: 

‘“« Mr. Speaker; I ain no way prepared to 
give Answer to your speech, nor endeavour I-to 
do the same; but, because some philosophers 
say, that a viol well tuned, hanging upon the 
walls, and a man tofching another, he 
shall hear that which hangeth upon a wall 
will give assent to the same harmony; so 
I can but say something to every of them, and 
give assent to that sweet harmony of your, 
You have spoken of Unanitity, of the King’s 
Grace in asking your advice, and following of 
it; of the Suffrages of the People in making of 
Laws; of his ma).’s royal assent; of Swearing; 
ut the Sabbath and Drunkenness, especially 
in such tune of Grace; and so particularly 
you have returned thanks to his maj. for free 
Access, and of the large Pardon, and of 
Priests and Jesuits; of the Subsidies, and of 
the Palatinate; and of your own behaviour to. 
these particulars, that his maj. hath not 
answered, Twill touch in a word.—For the 
Unanunity -ot both houses, it must be attri- 
buted solely to the goodness of Almighty God, 
that work of the Holy Ghost, who was the 
author ot that Unammity; for God the Holy 
Ghost, much about this time, fell amongst the 
Apostles in one place assembled, Acts i. &. 
that they were all of one mind and of one 
assent: so where there is this Unanimity, 
there is the Holy Ghost, who is the author of it. 
2dly. In asking your Advice and following of it, 
youattribute it to the goodness of the king: and ic 
cannot be denied, for he hath gone beyund all 
precedents, 3dly. Touching the Suffrages of the 
People in making of Laws, it is convenient, 
yea, it makes the people, as st. Paul saith, to 
be withont excuse; for of the law it ts said to 
be a common consent and a covenant; for 
when God delivered the law by Moses to his 
people, he takes their consent, Ex. xxiv. 3. 
whatsoever the Lord said te them they gave 
approbation to it. 4thly. For the Roval 
Assent, it is a thing 60 proper to law-making 
and giving, that the sceptre is joined to the law- 
giver: you may remember the promise of the 
Messias, Gen. xli. 10. ‘That the sceptre shall 
not depart from Judah, nor a law-giver from 
between lis feet.” Judeed it is best fur the 
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people, that this roval assent is in his maj. and 
not in themselves; tor many times it falls out 
with the assent of kings as it doth with God; 
for Almighty God many times doth not grant 
those petitions we do ask.—N uw, Goud and the 
king doth imitate the physician and a king; 
they will not give that which they desire, be- 
Cause that they know bow ty fit their paticnts 
and subjects with better things than they do 
desire. Iwill put you in mind of two pre- 
cedents out of the Book of God, in my own 
protession; the first isin 1 Kings, ii. 20. ‘There 
2s a precedent of Bathsheha putting up a peti- 
tion to king Solomon for Adonijah, ae 
desired that the king would not denv her; he 
bids her, ¢ Ask on, my mother, for I will not 
Say thee nay’ yet he denied her petition; and 
though it was denied, yet she had her intention 
for it was only to give contentment to Adonijah, 
The second is out of the New Testament, 
2 Cor, xii. 7. where st. Paul saith “that a prick 
of the flesh was x hindrance to him jn the per- 
formauce of good things” now he puts up his 
' petition to God, to remove this from him that 
Was such an hindrance unto him. Now this 
was a public bill for himself and others by his 
prayer; now God retuseth this his petition, and 
gives him a better gift: for the Lord gives him 
grace. And so it fares with kings in giving of 
their royal assent, for many tunes they do re- 
Ject some of their petitions; but yet, in other 
things, gives them a far more liberal assent 
than the vdid desire by their petitions. Sthly. For 
those Bills of Grace; they are so, because it 
comes from the Grace of his inj. and thev do 
flow from his royalty. As for the bill of grace 
for the Priuce who is grace itself, and must be 
full of goodness, if that he Le the sou of such 
@ gracious father. Gthly. Thanks to his maj. 
Ast, for the Privilege to your Houses; 9nd, 
you give thanks tur such free Access to his Ma}. ; 
These are without precedents; for, indeed, 
those kings that have not snch large endow- 
meats, are 10 so easy to have access unto. But 
we may say of his maj. as one said of his son, 
that as often as he did sce him he did admire 
him, and bless God for him. 7thly. For the 
Proclamation against the Pricsts and Jesuits, 
we have just cause to give God and the king 
thanks for it. It is your care that be in places 
and office, to look to the execution of the same, 
and that it be not said of us as it was said of 
Rome, That although they be banished out of 
the commonwealth, yet they will be lurking 
up and down in corucrs; therefore they are to 
be found out by you, and to be punished. For 
the ‘Subsidies tendered to bis maj. you are 
therein to give ine leave to tell you a short 
story from Macrobius: when ore had paid a 
great subsidy to Augustus, and in acceptation 
he sent him a letter, and nothing writ therein 
but this, ‘mili nihil,’ there was nothing to him, 
And although there is no part of it which re- 
turns to his private gain, yet his mnj. thanks 
you for this care that you bave for the honour 
of religion, and the honour of his kingdom, 
mo for the regaining of his son-in-law’s inheri— 
OL. 1, | 


tance; and for the palatinate, his maj. will 
amit no way for the regaining of is, Now, 
tor your own excusing of yourself; you have 
done notiing in this session to be accused for, 
aud his maje'thiaks that the general pardon, 
being so large, will serve the turns then you 
need no particular favour,’ 

The lord kecper, having ended bis specch, 
the clerk of the crown stood up and read the 
Titles of the Bil's passed both houses: and the 
clerk of the pari. read his ma,.’s Answer tg 
each Bill, which being done, his naj. remem- 
bered “ the breaking up of three foriner parlia- 
ments together, and ihe happy conclusion of 
this session ;” and put the Communs again 
in mind, “ that at their next meeting they da 
so Carry themselves, that this parligiment may 
be as happily continued to the end.” 

Death of the King.) After all which was 
concluded, the lord keeper of the great seal, 
by his maj.’s command, prorogued this present 
parl. to the 2d of Nov. next ensuing, <At 
which time it was agaiz prorugued, by commis- 
sion, to the 16th of Feb. following; from thence 
to the 15th of March; and, lastly, to the 20th 
of April, 1625. Before which last date, viz. 
on the 27th of March, in the same year, king 
James died; by whose death this parliainenst 
was hnally dissolved. 


Revenve or Jars I. ; 


For the following Sketch of the State of the 
Revenue during the Reign of James I. we are 
indebted to Sir Juhu Sinclair's valuable History. 
ofthe Public Revenue of the British Empire, 
3rd Edition, Vol. 1. p. 939. 

“1. Demesnes.——Vhouch almost every reign, 
since Willian the Norman sat upon the throne, 
had been productive of some diminution of 
the landed property of the crown, vet it still 
continued to be of considerable value. The - 
nominal rent was small, (amounting, at James's 
accession, to the sum of only 32,0001. ber ann.); 
it was well known, however, to.be worth more ; 
and indeed it afterwards yielded about 80,0001, 
a year. An attempt was made, in the hegin- 
ning of this reign, to procure a strict entail of 
the crown lands, on the king and his successors 
for ever: but a bill tor that purpose, though 
passed by the lords, was rejected by the com- 
mons; aud James, finding no obstruction to 
the sale of those lands, continued the practice, 
and raised by that means no less a sum than. 
775,0001.” 

“ 2. Feudal Prerogutives.—The rights which 
the king enjoyed as lord paramount, stilt re- 
mained a badge of the feudal slavery of the 
English. Purveyance in particular was car- 
ried to such a height, that the officers of the 
crown compelled the people to take for their 
conmodities whatever price they chose to 
offer; and all the feudal prerogatives had be- 
come so intolerable that parliament roposcd 
to settle an independent revenue on the crown 
in their stead. An agreement was likely to 
have been entered into, at the rate of 200,000), 
@ year; when, in consequence of iisputes bee 
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tween the king and his parliament, as to other 
matters, the plan was rendered abortive.” 

“3, Feudal Aids.—The reign of James fur- 
nishes us with the last exarnple in the English 
history, of any aid being levied on the kmight- 
ine ot the king’s eldest son, and the marriage 
of his eldest daughter. The act oa which the 
first chum was founded, though of a very old 
date, bad been freque:tly carried into execu- 
tion by Jjumes’s predecessors; and Henry, the 
prince of Wales, was sucn a favourite with the 
people, and tue whole was managed with such 
moderation, that it yielded a considerable sum 
(21,8001) Tbe othcr tax, on tue marriage of 
James's dangiter to the Elector Palaune, pro- 
duced 20,500], Tt is remaiked, that a century 
had clapocd since this aid had been demanded; 
no opportunity having occurred since the reign 
of Heury 7, whose eliest daughter Margare: 
was murried to James 4. of Scotluid; m con- 
sequence of which alhance, James himself in- 
herited the crown of England.” 

“4. Cus ons.—The first parliament that 
James assembled, granted him, according to 
former practice, the duties of tunuace ‘and 
ponnduge for lie. But the more productive 
this bianch of the revenne Lecame, the greater 
anxiety did the crown fecl, to enjoy it in its 
own right, without the necessity of any appli- 
cation to parl. Thence orivinated the dispute, 
so warmly contested between James and bis 
commons, wich regard to the power of levying 
custoins, and of adding to the rates of the duties 
that were inposed. The payment of customs 
by natives, at least to any amount, certainly 
originated in the grants of parl,; but the crown 
had so long received these duties, that it began 
to consider the customs as a permanent branch 
of its revenue. Both Mary and Elizabeth had 
shown Jamey the example, of altering the rates 
on some particular commodities. ‘The same 
practice he intended to pursue, and to carry 
to a considerable height, though he was at first 
cantions not to give umbrage by any important 
alteration, But the commons took tire at the 
principle, foreseeing to what lengths 1t might 
he extended; and, indeed, passed a bill, abo- 
lishing these additional impositions, which the 
house of lords thought proper to reject. The 
next parl. was proceeding to take similar 
steps, when it was suddenly dissolved ; and 
thus the dispute remained undetermined in this 
mouarch’s reien. ‘The amount of the Customs 
was rapilly increasing. At James’s accession 
they yielded only 127,000l.a year. The tollow- 
ing is a state of their produce, anno 1613: 

At the port of London, 
° . * BB aie 
oe ee ae 16 ot 109,572 18 4 
nwards - - 48,250 1 9 
In all the out-ports. 
Outwards - £25,471 19 7)- 38.502 9 4 
Jnwards - - 13,030 9 9 : 


Total - £.148,075 7 8 


And, towards the close of this reign, they 
amounted to about 190,000]. The dispropor- 
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tion between London and the out-ports is very 
great; and proves, how considerable a share 
of the commerce of this country, has uniformly 
centered in the capital.” 

“© 5. Grants.—The Grants received by king 
James, during the whole course of his reign, 
were only as follows : 


A.T). Year of reign. Subs. Fift. 
1606 - 3 - 3 - 6 
1610 - 7 - | me 1 
1621 - 18 - 2 - 0 
1624 - 22 - 3 - $8 
Total - 9 10 


These were all the Supplies granted by par. ; 
and of these, it is said by Hume, that the $ 
subsidies and three 15ths, granted anno 1624, 
amounting to about 300,0001. being paid to 
parliamentary commissioners, ought not to be 
stated to the king’s p rsonal account. But 
this idea has been iully retuted by mr. Macau- 
ley, who remarks that, though the commis 
sioners received the munev, yet they were to- 
tally ignorant how it was expended; and as 
they were obliged to answer all money draughts 
mauve upon them by the crown, their power 
was merely nominal. ‘ One penny of this 
moncy, (the king declared,) shall not be be- 
stowed but in sight of your. committees: but 
whether I shall send two thousand, or ten 
thousand, whether by sea or laud, east or west, 
by diversion or otherwise, by invasion upon the 
Bavarian, or the Emperor, you must leave that 
to your king.” It appears that a subsidy pro~ 
duced about 70,0001. and a 15th about 36,5001. ; 
conscquently, the whole parhamentary ts 
received by James, amounted to about a million. 
To this, there are to be added about 12 subs 
dies from the clergy, which, at 20,0001. each, 
would produce 240,0001.; and one of the cle- 
rical subsidies was at the rate of 6, and not of 
4s. in the pound ; and theretore yielded 10,0001. 
additional. One year with another, it is pro- 
bable that he received, by parliamentary and 
clerical grants, about 60,000]. per ann. during 
the whole course of his reign.” 

“6, Sule of Honours.—James had a price 
afhxed to each rank of nobility, on the pay- 
ment of which a grant was made out. The 
dignities of Karon, Viscount, and Earl, might 
be bought at the rate of 10, 15, and 20,000I. 
and we are told of four earls, who purchased 
their respective pateeits, at the sum fixed upon, 
in one year. But the most complete instance 
of this mode of raising money, cither in the 
reign of James, or, indeed, in the English his- 
tory, is the creation of baronets. The plan 
was carried into execution anno 1611: each 
barovet, by way of purchase for the honour, 
became bound to maintain 30 foot soldiers for 
3 ycars, at 8d. a day each, to assist the king's 
troops in the reduction of Ulster in Ireland. 
The price consequently was 1005]. Ninety- 
three were created, the sale of whose patents 
yielded 98,5501.” 

“ 7, Monopolics,—Among the other sources 
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of dissention between James and his parlia- 
ments, that which respected Monopolies was 
of peculiar importance, being equally con- 
“nected with the commerce and the revenue 
of the country. The king had annulled, of lis 
- own accord, all patents for munopolies by 
which any species of domestic industry was 
fettered: but all tureign trade, that of France 
excepted, was possessed by exclusive compa- 
nies; and hence the navivation and commerce 
of the kingdom were every day sensibly dimi- 
nishing. At last an act was passed, by which 
all monopolies were condemned as cuntrary to 
law, and the known liberties of the peuple: an 
act which ought tor ever to have put ati end to 
so destructive a grievance.” 
“ 8, Loans.—As early as 1604, James had 


begun the dangerous practice, of compelling 


his subjects to lend him money on the security 
of the privy seal: but itis not known, how much 
he then procured, or whether any part of it 
was repaid : 200,000I. were afterwards exturted 
under the same pretence. James’s opinion on 
the subject, he tuok no pains to conceal: for 
when the commons petitioued, that no man 
should be entorced to lend money, or to give 4 
reason why he would not, the king returned 
for answer, that in matters of loans, he would 
refuse no reasonable excuse; but that he did 
not wish to have his conduct directed, by pre- 
cedents drawn from the reigns of usurping 
princes, or a people too bold and wanton.” 

“ 9, Benetolences.—James exacted, anno 
1613, a sum to the amount of 52,0001. under 
the name of a Benevolence; but so small an 
advantage, was certainly no compensation for 
the odium and unpopularity of the measure, 
Nor was he much more successful in his second 
attempt: for though the case was said to be so 
urgent, that it could not brook the delays that 
would attend asseinbling the parl.; aud though 
it was collected to support the popular cause 
of the Elector Palatine, yet the people, anxious 
to discourage so pernicious a practice, at first 
very slowly and reluctantly contributed.” 

“10. Money trom the Dutch.—Vhe neces- 
sities to which this monarch was reduced, made 
hin conclude a treaty with the States of Hol- 
land, on terms, in « pecuniary vicw, indeed, 
rather beneficial to himself, though, on the 
whole, not a little favourable to the New Re- 

ublic, It has already been stated, that the 
Dutch were indebted to Elizabeth to the 
amount of 800,0U0!], OF this suin 200,000]. 
had been paid to James, and he was to receive 
the remainder at the rate of 40,0U0I. per ann. 
until the whole was discharged. But the pay- 
Inent depended upon avery uncertain contin- 
gency, namely, the continuation of a truce con- 
Cluded between Spain and the United Pro- 
vinces, The politic Elizabeth, had been putin 
possession of the inportant fortresses of Plusl- 
ing, the Brille, and Rammekins, as a security 
for her debt: but the expences of the garri- 
sons, (which Ehgland was obliged to support,) 
amounted to 26,000]. a year: consequently, 
14,000]. was all the clear profit that accrued 
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from the annual payment; and the whole sum 
which the king could possibly receive, in the 
space of 15 yeurs, after detraying the necessary 
charges, was only 210,0001. The Duteb, how- 
ever, being anxious iully to establish ticir me 
dependence, which remained insecure, whilst 
these Important fortresses, the very keys of 
their country continucd in the hands of Eng- 
land, ottered to take the garrisons into their 
own pay, and to give James 250,000I. fur the 
intnediate possession, ‘The terms were ac- 
cepted; and trom the day on which these caus 
ionary towns were evacuated, the complete 
establishment of the Dutch republic may be 
dated. Nor was this the ouly money that 
James inherited trom Ins predecessor. He al.o 
received 60,000I. of the debt which Henry 1V. 
ot France owed to that princess.” 

“11. Licence for Fishirg.—Anno 1608, the 
Dutch were compelled to pay an acknowledg- 
ment tor the Liberty of Fishing on the British 
cuasts: @ source of revenue which was at- 
teinpted to be anore fully eutorced during the 
ensuing reign.” 

“12, Jines—The last source of James’s 
wealth, arose from the heavy Fines which it 
was then customary to inflict: 40,000). were 
imposed upon the earl of Northumberland, and 
the lords Mordaunt and Stourton, who were 
suspected of having some knowledve of the fa- 
mous gunpowder plot, and of concealing it from 
the king and his ministers, Sir John Bennet, 
judge of the prerogative court, was tined 
20,0001. The celebrated chancellor Bacon was 
sentenced to pay 40,000]. which however was 
remitted. The earl of Suffolk, whoa held the 
ottice of lord high treasurer, was fined 30,000}. 
by the court of Star-chamber; and the carl of 
Middlesex, in consequence of a parliamen- 
tary impeachment, was conden.ucd tw pay 
50,0001.” 

— Amount of his Recenuc.—A particular ac- 
count has been published of James's Revenue 
during the first 14 years of his reicn, from 
which it appears, that his ordinary income did 
not exceed 450,8031.: that the extraordinary 
sums he had received during that tine, amount- 
ed to 2,200,0001. and that lis ordinary dis- 
bursements exceeded his permanent income 
36,617]. a year. Anno 1010, lord Salisbury 
declared in parliament, that the king was bur- 
dened with a great and urgent debt of S0U,0901. 
fis income, trom all the dierent sources above 
enumerated, was probably about €90,0001. 
though his permanent revenue, including the 
grants of parliament, could not much exceed 
500,000]. a year; especially as, during the lar- 
ter part of his reign, he had seme season to 
complain of the parsimony of his coginons, 
But that suin was sufficient tu carry on tle gv- 
vernment of Fugland, in thove davs, under a 
fregal monarch, and in peaccful tines, though 
very inadequate to the splendid manner in 
which James wished to live, and to those plang 
of hostility against the house of Austria, inte 
which the commons would willingly huve plunge 
ed him.” | 
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“ Tottery.—The first Lottery to any amount, 
ever known in England, at least drawn. under 
the sanction of public authority, was in this 
reian. The profit of it was pricipally dedi- 
cuted to defray the expences attending, the 
establishment of our settlements in America: 
to retain the dominion of which, the produce 
of so many lotteries, loans, and taxes, has since 
been so tefcctually expended.” 

« Coin.—The quant ty of specie coined in 
the reign of James, was about 5,452,0001. 
of which 3,666,000], was in gold, and only 
1,765,000, in silver, Tt still continoed to be 
the practice to issue some base moncy for the 
use of Ireland.” 


Price of Provisions during the Reign of James I. 


By « proclamation issued in the reign of this 
monarch, establishing public magazines, when- 
ever wheat fell below 32s. a quarter, rye be- 
low 18, and barley below 16, the commis- 
sioners were empowered to purchase Corn for 
the magazines. The usual bread of the poor 
was at this time made of barley. ‘The best 
Wool during the greater part of James’ reign, 
was at 3s. a tod. 


List of Boroughs, to which the Privilege of 


sending Representatives to Parliament was 
granted or restored by Jumes I. 


Agmondeshain Hertford 
Wendover Oxford University 
Great Marlow Ilchester 
Cambridge University St. Edmondsbary 
"Viverton Evesham 
Harwich Bewdlev 
‘Yewkesbury Pontefract 
Boroughs - 14 Members - 27 


Public Acts passed in the Reign of James I. 


2Jac.—1. An act for a most jovtul and just 
tecocnition of the immediate, kawtul and un- 


doubted succession, descent, and right of the 
crown. 


Tons. 


gars. 
trom some kind of manshuehter. 


For the better execution of justice. 
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9, Autharisine certain commissioners 
of England to treat with commissioners of Scot- 
land, tor the weal of both kingdoms. 3. Against 
the diminution of the possessions of archbi- 
shopricks, and bishopricks, and avoiding of dila- 
pidations of thesame. 4. For the due execution 
of the statutes against Jesuits, seminary priests, 
recusants. 5. To prevent the overcharge of the 
people by stewards of court leets and court ba- 
6. For the explanation of the statute 
made inthe fitth year of the late queen Eliz. 
reign, concerning labourers. 7. For the con- 
tinuation and explanation of the statute made 
ja the sgth of Biz. intituled, an act for punish- 
ment of rogues, vagabonds, and sturdy beg- 
8. Totuke away the benefit of ‘clergy 
a, ‘To re- 
strain the inordinate haunting and tippling in 
inns, dlehouses, and of victualling houses, 10. 
11. ‘To 
restrain all persons from marriage until their 
former wives and former husbands be dead. 
12, Against conjuration, witcheratt., and deal- 
ing with evil and wicked spits, 25. For ew | 
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executions to be sued against any which shall 
hereatter be delivered out of execution by pri- 
vilege of parliament, and fur discharge of them 
out of whose custody such persons shall be de- 
livered, 14. A remedy for a treeman of Lon- 
don to recover a debt, not exceeding 40s. ow- 
ine to him by another mbabiting within the 
said city or the liberties: a penalty if the 
debtor do not appear before the commissioners 
upon warning ; or if the creditor or debtor do 
not perform their order ; or # the creditor, be- 
ing a freeman of London, do sue any other 
freeman out of the same city, for a debt under 
40s. 15. For the better reliet of the creditors 
against such as shall become bankrupts. 16. 
Concerning wherrymen and watermen. 17. 
For the better execution of former laws touch- 
ing the making of hats and felts, and for the 
more restraint of unskilful and deceivable work- 
manship therein used, to the wrong of all sorte 
of the people of this realm. 18. For avoiding 
of deceitful selling, buying, or spending cor- 
rupt and unwholesome hops. 19. For the well 
garbling of spices. 20. For redress of certain 
abuses and deceits used in painting. 21. 
Against brokers. 22. Concerning tanners, cur- 
riers, shoemakers, and other artificers occupy- 
ing the cutting of leather. 23. For the better 
preservation of the fishing in the countics of 
Soinerset, Devon, and Cornwall, and for the 
relief of balkers,; condors, and fishermen, 
against malicious suits. 24. Against the de- 
ceitful and false making of mildernix aud powle 
davies, whereof sail-cloths for the navy and 
other shipping are made. 25. For continuing 
and reviving of divers statutcs, and for repcal- 
ing some others. 26. For the continuance 
and duc observation of certain orders for the 
exchequer, first set down and established by 
virtue of a privy seal from the late queen El- 
rabeth. 27. For the better execution of the 
intent and meaning of former statutes, made 
againt shooting in guns, and for the preserva- 
tion of the game of pheasants and partridgcs, 
and against the destroying of hares with hare- 
pipes, and tracing harcs in the snow. 28. A 
confirmation of the king’s letters patents, bear- 
ing date Westminster, 30th Apr. an. 2 Jac. 
granted to the mayor, bailiffs, and burgesses 
of the borough of Berwick upon Tweed, 
and of the tranchises, liberties, and cus- 
toms of the said borough. 29. To what 
sorts of flesh, licences to eat flesh in Lent 
chall not extend: what sort of flesh shall not 
be killed in Lent to be put to sale. 30. The 
‘nhabitants of Melcomb Regis, in the county 
of Dorset, within the diocese of Bristol, may 
at their own costs build a church upon the 
ground’ where the chapel now standeth, aud 
the grounds adjoiming, convenient to receive 
the inhabitants of Radipol, and inclose the 
waste grounds adjoining, to inake a church- 
yard for a plice of burial; after which church 
is builded, it shall be called the parochial 
church of Radipol; and the new parson of 
' Radipol, and his sucecssors, shall be parsons 
thereof; and the old parish church ot Radipol 


» London to Oxford by water. 
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shall be but a chapel of case: and the patron 
of the old parish church of Radipol shall be pa- 
tron ot the new. And a new mansion house in 
Melcomb Reyis assigned to the said parson and 
his successors for ever. 31. For.the charitable 
relief and orderinig of persons infected with 
the plague. 32. From the end of this session 
of pariiaunent, dunng 7 years, and no lonver, 
there shall be pxid by the master or owner of 
‘every ship, vessel, or craver (saving of Lyine 
Regis in the county of Dorset) whereof any of 
the king’s subjects shall -be owners or part 
ewners of the burden of 20 tons or upwards, 
for every voyage loading or discharging within 
this realm, or to or from any foreign country 
beyond the seas, and passing to or from Lon- 
don, or from, to or by Dover, or coming into 
the harbour there (not having a coquet testify- 
ing his payment betore), 3d. for every ton of 
the burden of every such vessel, &c. except 
vessels loaden with sea coals or grind-stones ; 
and fur every chaldron of sea coals or grind 
stones, id. ob. which shall be paid to the cus- 
tomer, collector of customs or subsidies, or 
their deputies, &c. 33. Of a subsidy of ton- 
nage and poundage. 

3 Jac.—-1. An act for a publick thanksgiving 
to Almighty God every year on the Sth day of 
Nov. 2, For the attainder of divers offenders 
in the late most barbarous, monstrous, detest- 
able and damnable treasons. 3. Declaratory, 
explaining the branch of an act made in the 
first session of this parliament, intituled, An act 
authorizing certain commissioners of the realm 
of England, to treat with the commissioners of 
Scotland, for the weal of both kingdoms, 4. 

‘For the better discovering and repressing of 
popish recusants. 5. ‘fo prevent and avoid 
dangers which may grow by popish recusauts. 
6. ‘To enable all his majesty’s loving subjects 
of Mngland and Wales, to trade treely into the 
dominions of Spain, Portugal, and France. 7. 
Yo retorm the imultitudes and misdemeanors 
of attornies and solicitors ut law, and to avoid 
unnecessary suits and charges in law. 8. To 
avoid unnecessary delays ofexecutions, 9. For 
the relief of such as lawtuliy use the trad@ and 
handicraft ofskinners. 10. For the rating and 
levving of the charges for conveying malefactors 
and offenders to the gaol. 11. For transpor- 
tation of becr over the seas. 12. For the bet- 
ter preservation of sea-tish. 13. Against un- 
Jawtul hunting, stealing of deer and conics. 
14. For exnlanation of the statute of sewers. 
15. For the recovering of small debtsy and for 
the reheving of poor debtors in London. 16. 
For the repeal of one act male in the 14th 


vear of queen Ihizabeth’s reign concerning the | 


length of kersies. 47. Concerning Welsh cot- 
tons. 18. Vor the bringing in of a fecsh stream 
of running water to the north part of the city 
of London, 19. For the repawing and main- 
taining of the highway leading from Kingston 
to Nousach. 20. For making a passage trom 
21. Vo restrain 


the abuses of plavers. 22. For the paving of 
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Fields, in the county of Middlesex. 23. For 
the making up and keeping in reparation of 
Chepstow bridge. 24. For making a bridge 
over the river of Severn, in the county of Wor- 
cester, 25. For a confirmation of four subsi- 
dies, of 4s. in the pound, granted to the king 
by the clercy. 26. For three intire subsidies, 
and six fifteens, granted to the king by the 
temporality. 27. For a confirination of the 
king’s general and free pardon. 

4 Jac.—1. Au act for the utter abolition of 
all memory of hostility, and the dependance 
thereof, between HMngland and Scouand, and 
for the repuessing of occasions of disorders, and 
disorders in time to come. 2. For the true 
making of woollen cloth. 3. To give costs to 
the defendant upon a uonsuit of the plaintiff, 
or verdict against him. 4. To restrain the ut- 
terance of beer and ale to alehouse-keepers 
and tiplers not licensed. 5. For repressing the 
odious and Iuathsome sin of drunkenness. 6, 
For repealing so much of one branch of a sta- 
tute made in the first year of his maj.’s reign, 
intituled, An act concerning tanners, curriers, 
shoemakers, and other artiticers occupying the 
cutting of leather, as concerneth the sealing of 
sheep skins, and to avoid selling of tauned 
leather by weight. 7. For founding and incore- . 
porating of a tree grammar-school in the tewn 
of Northleech, in the county of Gloucester. 
8. Touching the drowned marshes of Lesnes 
and Fants, in the county of Kent. 9. To ex- 
plain a former act mae in the last session of 
this parliament, intituled, An act to enable all 
his majesty’s loving subjects of England and 
Wales, to trade freoly into the dominions of 
Spain, Portugal, and France. 10. For confir- 
ation of some part of a charter granted by 
king Henry VI. to the mayor, bailiis, and bur- 
vesses of the town of Southampton, and for the 
relief of the said town. 11. For the better 
provision of meadow and pasture, for necessary 
maintenance of husbaudry and tilave in the 
manors, lordships, and parishes of Marden, 
alias Mawarden, Bodcenham, Wellington, Sut- 
ton St. Michael, Suttou St. Nicholas, Murton- 
upon-Lug, and the parish of Pape, and every of 
them, in the county of Hereford. 21. Forex. 
planation of a statute made in the third year 
of the reign of king James, mutuled, An act: 
for the bringing in ofa fresh stream of running 
water to the nurth parts of the city of London. 
13. For draining of certain fens and low 
grounds in the Isle of Ely, subject to hurt by 
surrounding, contaming about GOVO UCrES, com- 
passed about with certain banks, commonly 
ealled and named The Ring of Waidersey and 
Cooldhau. ) 

7 Jac.—1. An act for the better execution 
of justice, and suppressing of criminal offeu- 
ders, im the north parts of the kinudom of 
England.- 2. That all such as are to be natu- 
ralized or restored in blood, shall tirse receive 
the sacrament of the Lord’s supper, and the 
oath of allegiance and the oath of supremacy. 
3. For the continuiny and better maintenance 


Drury-laue, and the town of St. Giles’s-in-the | of husbandry and other manual occupations 
z | he =) 


| 


1515} 


by the true employment of monies given and 
to be given for the binding out of apprentices. 
4. For the due execution of divers laws and 
statutes heretofore made against rogues, vaga- 
bonds, and sturdy beggars, and other lewd and 
idle persons. 5. For case in pleading trouble- 
some and contentious suits prosecuted against 
Justices of the peace, mayors, constables, and 
certain other his majesty’s otticers, for the law- 
ful execution of their office. 6. For admi- 
nisteriny the oath of allegiance, and reforma- 
ton or married women recusants. 7. For the 
punishing and correcting of deceit and frauds 
committed by sorters, kembhers, and spinsters 
0i wool, and weavers of woollen yarn. 8. To 
inlarge an act of parliament made in the se- 
cond and third year of king Philip and queen 
Mary, imtituled, An act for keeping of milch 
kine, or breeding and rearing of calves, 9. 
For the bringing of tresh streains of water by 
engine from Hackney Marsh to the city of 
London, for the benefit of the king’s college at 
Chelsea. 10. For retorination of alehouse- 
keepers. 11. To prevent the spoil of corn and 
grain by untimely hawking, and for the better 
preservation of pheasants and partridges, 12. 
‘Yo avoid the double payment of debts, 13. 
For the explanation of onc Statute made in 
the second session of this present parliament, 
intituled, An act against unlawful hunting and 
stealing of deer and conics, 14. For reviving 
a part of a former act made in the 4th year of 
king Edw. PV. ‘That no stranger or alicn shall 
buy English horns unwroughi, and that the 
wardens of the horners of the city of London 
for the time being, should have power to search 
all inanner of wares appertaining te their mys- 
tery in London, and 2% miles on every side of 
it. .15. Concerning some manner of assign- 
ment of debts to his majesty. 16. For the en- 
couragement of many poor people in Cumber 
land and Westmoreland, and in the towns and 

arishes of Carptmell, Oxhead and Broughton, 
in the connty of Lancaster, to continue a trade 
of making cog-ware, kendals, carptmeals and 
coarse cottons. 17. To prevent burning of 
ling, heath, ac. in certain counties in summer. 
18. For the taking, landing, and carrying of 
sea-sand for the bettering of ground, and for 
the increase of corn and tillage, within the 
counties of Devon and Cornwall, 19. For the 
continuance aud reparation of a new built wear 
upon the river of Exe, near unto the city of 
Exeter. 20. For the speedy recovery of many 
thousand acres of marsh ground and other 
rround within the counties of Nortolk and Sut- 
folk, lately sarrounded by rhe rage of the sca 
in divers parts of the said countics, and for the 

revention of the danger of the like surround- 
in hereatter, 2t. For confirmation of decrees 
hereafter to be made in the exchequer cham- 
ker and duchy court, conceruing copyhold lands 
and tenements. 22. For confirmation of a Sub- 
giv granted by the clergy to the king. 23. For 
one subsidy ard one fifteen granted to the king 
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18 Jac.—1. An act for three entire subsidies 
granted by the spiritualty. 2. For two entire 
subsidies granted by the temporalty. 

21 Jac.—1. An act for the reviving, and 
making perpetual of one act, made in the 39th 
year of the late queen Elizabeth, intituled, An 
act for the erecting of hospitals, and abiding 
and working-houses for the poor. 2. For the 
general quiet of the subjects against all pre- 
tence ot concealment whatsoever. 3. Con- 
cerning monopolies and dispensations with pe- 
nal laws, and the forfeitures thereof. 4. For 
the ease of the subject, concerning infurma- 
tions upon penal statutes. 5. That sheriffs, 
their heirs, executors, and administrators, hav-~ 
ing a quietus est, shall be absolutely discharged 
of their accounts. 6. Concerning women con- 
victed of small felonies. 7. For the better re- 
pressing of drunkenness, and restraining the 
inordinate haunting of inns, alehouses, and 
other victualling houses. 8. Tu prevent the 
abuses in procuring process and supersedcas of 
the peace and, good behaviour, out of his ina- 
Jesty’s courts at Westminster, and to prevent 
the abuses in procuring writs of Certiorari out 
of the said courts, for the removing of indict 
ments found before justiccs of the peace in 
their general sessions. 9. For the free trade 
and tratic of Welsh cloths, cottons, frizes, lis 
nings, and plains, in and through the kingdom 
of England. and dominion of Wales. 10. Of 
repeal of one branch of the statute made in 
the session of parliament holden by prorogation 
at Westminster, the 22nd day of Jan. in the 
34th year of the reign of Henry VIII. intituled, 
An act for certain ordinances in the king's 
majesty’s dominion and principality of Wales. 
11. Upon a judgement given in chancery for 
the revoking and avnulling of certain letters 
patents (granted to Henry Heron, for the sole 
privilege of salting, drying, and packing of fish 
within the countics of Devon and Cornwall) 
confirmed. 12. To enlarge and make perpe- 
tual the act made for ease in pleading, against 
troublesome and contentious suits prosecuted 
against justices of the peace, mayors, consta- 
bles, and certain other his majesty’s officers, 
tor the lawful execution of their ofhce, made 
in the 7th year of his maj.’s most happy reign. 
13. For the further retormation of jeofails. 
14. To adnut the subject to plead the general 
issue in Informations of intrusions brought on 
the behalf of the king’s majesty, and retain his 

ossession till trial. 15. To enable judges and 
Justiccs of the peace to give restitution of pos- 
session in certain cases. 16. For limitation of 
actions, and for avoiding of suits in law. 17. 
Agamst usury. 18. For continuance of a former 
act made in the 4th year of his majesty’s rciga, 
intituled, An act for the true making of woollen 
‘cloths, and tor some additions and alterations 
inand to the same. 19. For the further de- 
scription of a bankrupt, and relief of creditors 
acrinst such as shall become bankrupts, and - 
for inflicting corporal punishment upon the 


by the temporality. 24. Fora confirmauan of | bankrupts in some special cases. 20. To pre- 


the Ling’s gcueral and mee pardos, 


vent and reform protane swearing and cursing. 
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21. Concerning hostlers and innholders. 22. 
For the explanation of the statutes made in 
the 3rd, 4th, and 5th years of Edw. VI. con- 
cerning the traders of bitter and cheese. 23. 
For avoiding of vexatious delays, caused by 
removing actions and suits out of inferior 
courts, 24. For the relief of creditors against 
such persons as die in execution. 925. For the 
rehef of patentees, tenants, and farmers of 
crown lands and duchy lands, or of lands with- 
in the survey of the court of wards and live- 
ries, in cases of forfeiture for not payment of 
their rents, or other service or duty. 26. 
Against such as shall levy any fine, suffer any re- 
covery, acknowledge any statute, recognizance, 
bail, or judgment, in the name of any other 

erson or persons not being privy-and consent- 
ing thereto. 27. To prevent the destroying 
and murthering of bastard children. 28. For 
continuing and reviving of divers statutes, and 
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repeal of divers others. 29. To enable the 
most excellent prince Charles to make leases of 
lands, parcel of his highness duchy of Corn- 
wall, or annexed tothe same. 30. Fora mes- 
suage, called York House, and other tenements 
belonging to the archbishop of York, assured . 
to the king’s maj. and his successors, in ex- 
change of several manors, &c. in the county of 
York, given to Toby, archbishop of York, and 
his successors. $1. For incorporating the ma- 
kers of knives and other cutlery wares in Hal- 
Jamshire, in the county of York. $2. For 
making the river of Thames navigable for 
barges, boats, and lighters, from the village of 
Bercot, in the county of Oxon, unto the uni- 
versity and city of Oxon. 33. For four entire 
subsidies granted by the 2 aalnione 34. For 
three entire subsidies, and three fifteens and 
tenths granted by the temporality. 35. A Cone 


firmation of the king’s general and free pardon, ¢ | 
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